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TWENTY -FIRST  CONGRESS.. .SECOND  SESSION: 


FmOX  DECEMBBA  6y  1830,  TO  MABCH  3,  1831. 


DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


MoiriiAT,  Dbcixber  6,  1830. 

This  day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  roll  having  been  called 
OTcrbythe  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  [Walter  Lowbie] 
H  appeared  that  tliere  were  present  thirty-five  members; 
whereupon,  Mr.  Smith,  of  >Iaryland,  President  pro  tem- 
pore, in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  took  the  chair, 
ind  called  the  Senate  to  order.  The  Secretary  was  directed 
to  acqoaintlhe  House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of 
the  Senate  was  aasembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness; who  returned,  and  informed  the  Senate  that  the 
other  House  had  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  twelve 
Vclock. 


TussDAT,  Decekbbb  7* 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representa 
tlTes,  informing  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  that  House 
had  assembled*  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

The  usual  standing  committees  of  the  Senate  were  then 
appointed. 

A  communication  having  been  received  from  the  House  of 
fiepresentatives,  announcing  the  adoption  by  that  House 
of  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  on 
their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  conjunction  with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Se- 
n^e,  and  to  inform  him  that  both  Houses  had  organized, 
^  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication  that  he 
night  be  pleased  to  make  to  them,  the  Senate  concurred 
in  the  resolution,  and  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  joint  committee,  subsequently 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  dutv,  and  had  re- 
ceived for  Misirer  from  the  President,  that  he  would,  this 
day,  at  half  past  one  (/clock,  make  a  communication,  in 
writing,  to  both  Howes  of  Congress. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  annual  message  was  received  from 
the  President,  by  A.  J.  DoirBLsoir,  his  private  Secretary. 
Fi?e  thousand  copies  of  the  message,  and  fifteen  hundred 
copies  of  the  accompanving  documents,  were  ordered  to 
he  printed  for  the  use  or  the  Senate.  [For  the  message, 
Bcc  Appendix.] 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal,  returned  by  the  President  with  objections 
to  it,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Wbdstssdat,  DxGBiiBxa  8. 

The  several  subjects  comprised  in  tlie  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  were  this  day  referred  to  the 
appropriate  committees.  No  otlier  bunness  was  transacted. 

Thursday,  Decxxbsr  9. 

THE  CURRENCT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SANFORD,  of  New  Tork»  it  was 
Regoked,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  state  of  the  current  coins,  and  to  report  such 
amendments  of  the  existing  laws  concerning  coins  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient. 

HONORS  TO  THE  DEAD. 

Mr.  EI«L1S  said,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  lamented 
death  of  his  late  colleague,  the  Honorable  Robxrt  H. 
Adams,  he  rose  to  present  a  resolution  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  The  deceased  was  a  native  of  Rockbridge 
county,  Virginia.  After  completing  the  course  of  his  eau« 
cation  in  Washington  college,  he  studied  law,  and  at  an 
early  period  emig^ted  to  Knoxville,  in  Tennessee,  where 
he  pursued  his  profession  with  unremitting  zeal  and  great 
success.  To  a  mind  at  once  clear  and  comprehensive,  it 
appeared  perceptible  that  his  prospects  would  be  more 
flattering  in  the  tower  country,  and  he  removed  to  Natchez, 
Mississippi,  in  1819.  There,  in  the  midst  of  a  numerous 
and  talented  bar,  without  fortune  or  family  influence,  by 
the  force  of  hi^  intellectual  endowments  and  pleasing 
manners,  he  rapidly  rose  to  the  highest  honors  of  hia  pro- 
fession. Surrounded,  as  he  was,  by  an  intelligent  and  ex- 
tensive acquuntance,  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  enviable  distinction  ariang  from  professional  merit 
alone.  In  January  last,  he  was  called  by  the  Legislature 
of  his  adopted  State  to  a  seat  in  the  councils  of  the  na« 
tion;  Here  he  was  too  well  known  to  require  eulogy. 
Mr.  E.  would  onlv  say,  that  the  death  of  so  young  a  man, 
distinguished  as  he  was,  must  be  a  loss  to  the  nation. 
It  wasw  publicly,  deeply,  and  universally  deplored  in  the 
State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  He, 
therefore,  moved  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

Beaohed,  unanimomfy.  That  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
from  a  desire  of  showins'  every  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  Honorable  Robert  H.  Adaxs,  deceased. 
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late  a  Senator  of  thift  body  from  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
will  go  into  mourning  for  one  month,  by  wearing  crape  on 
the  left  arm. 

Mr.  KANE,  of  Illinois,  said,  that  a  paper  which  he  had 
presented  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  announced  to  the 
Senate  tlie  decease  of  lus  late  colleague,  Johk  McLeav, 
of  Illinois.  He  died,  after  a  short  illness,  at  his  residence, 
on  the  14th  day  of  October  last.  Though  not  a  native  of 
the  State  which  he  represented,  he  might  well  be  churned 
as  one  of  the  favorite  sons  of  Illinois.  He  had  removed 
there  at  an  early  are.  There  he  commenced  his  career 
in  life  I  a  career  of  usefulness  and  distinction,  which  had 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  few  in  that  region  of  country.  In  pri- 
TEte  life,  he  was  remarkable  for  his  benevolence,  frank- 
ness, and  independence  of  character.  No  one  in  the  cir- 
cle in  which  he  moved  had  a  larger  share  of  the  confidence 
and  affections  of  his  fellow  men.  He  was  by  profession  a 
lawyer,  possessed  of  a  vigorous  mind,  a  rapid  but  easy  elo- 
cution. Tliese  qualifications,  added  to  an  honesty  of  pur- 
pose, universally  accorded  to  him,  raised  h'lm  to  the  fi*ont 
rank  of  his  profession;  and  there  sustained  him.  As  a 
statesman,  the  people  of  Illinois  would  long  remember 
him  as  the  author  or  many  of  the  most  valued  portions  of 
their  statute  books,  and  as  the  acute  and  able  presiding 
officer  over  tlie  deliberations  of  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  their  Legislature.  Mr,  McLxax  had  been  twice  elected 
to  a  seat  in  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  his  last 
election  was  the  result  of  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  branches  of  the  General  Assembly.  In  the 
state  of  things  which  then  existed,  no  stronger  evidence 
of  the  general  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  who 
knew  bim  best  could  well  be  given.  In  order  to  pay  a  pro- 
per respect  to  the  memory  of  such  a  man,  Mr.  Kaits  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution;  wliich  was  unani- 
mously ag^ed  to: 

Beaohed,  unammmtefyf  That  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  proper  respect  to  the  me- 
mory or  the  Honorable  John  McLsax,  deceaficd,  late  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  will  go  into  mourning 
for  one  month,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ELLIS,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  also 

Reaohedf  ummimoiult/f  That,  as  an  additional  evidence 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  Senators  from 
Mississippi  and  Illinois,  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn,  to 
meet  on  Monday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Monday,  Dse.  13 « 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, announcing  the  adoption  by  that  House  of  a  repli- 
cation to  the  answer  and  plea  of  Judge  Peck  to  the  article 
of  impeachment  exhibited  agsdnst  him  by  them. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Court  of  Impeachment  for  the 
trial  of  Judge  Pxcx,  of  Missouri,  was  opened  in  due  form 
by  proclamation  from  the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  Senators  were  ranged  on  two  sets  of 
benches,  covered  with  green  cloth,  to  tlie  right  and  left 
of  the  Chair  occupied  by  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbubt,  tlie  Secretary  was  order- 
ed to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  the  Se- 
nate had  organized  itself  into  a  Court  of  Impeachment  for 
the  trial  of  James  H.  Peck,  jud^e  of  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  and  were 
ready  to  proceed  to  the  trial;  and  that  seats  had  been  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the  mem- 
bers of  tlie  House  of  Representatives. 

Shortly  after  the  oraer  was  passed  the  respondent, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Wist  and  Mr.  MsaxDiTii,  his  coun- 
sel, appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate.  They  were  con- 
ducted to  seats,  with  a  table  before  them,  prepared  for 
their  convenience. 

In  a  few  minutes,  the  managers,  to  conduct  the  im- 


peachment, on  the  part  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes, 
also  came  in,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  one  of  the  managfers,  rose  and  said, 
that  the  managers,  on  tlie  part  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, wei*e  ready  to  present  the  replication  of  tliat 
House,  to  the  answer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Peck,  judge 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Missouri,  to  the  articles  of  impeachment  exhibited 
agpinst  him  by  that  body.  He  then  read  the  replication, 
as  follows: 

**  The  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  States, 
having  considered  the  answer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Peck, 
judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Missouri,  to  the  article  of  impeachment  against 
him,  by  them  exhibited,  in  the  name  of  thcmselvea,  and 
of  all  the  People  of  the  United  States,  reply,  that  the  said 
JamesJI.  Peck  is  guilty,  in  such  manner  as  he  stands  im^ 
peached;  and  that  the  House  of  Representatives  will  be 
ready  to  prove  their  charges  against  him,  at  such  con- 
venient time  and  place  as  shaU  be  appointed  lor  that 
purpose." 

The  Court,  after  some  preliminary  business,  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  and  the  Senate  till  to-morrow. 

[Tlie  notices  of  this  trial,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
following  pages,  embrace  only  such  reports  as  were  ^ven 
from  day  to  day,  through  the  columns  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  for  the  public  information,  and  to  convey  a 
general  idea  of  the  merits  of  the  esse,  and  the  course  and 
character  of  the  trial.  They  are  mere  sketches,  and  are  to 
be  received  as  such  only.  A  fud  report  of  the  trial — ^the 
testimony  and  the  arguments  of  the  managers  and  coMsiael 
-^making  a  large  volume,  has  been  published  separately.] 

Tuesday,  Decsmbes  14. 

This  day  was  principally  consumed  in  receiving-  and 
referring  petitions,  and  in  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business. 

The  Senate  elected  the  Rev.  Hs3«bt  Vas  Dykb  Joh^s 
to  be  their  Chaplain  for  tlie  current  session. 

WsD.NSSDAT,  Dec.  15. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  the  following^  reso- 
lution, which  was  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  CLAYTON; 

**  Reaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exaiTiine 
and  report  the  present  condition  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment; in  what  manner  the  laws  ref^ilatino^  that  de- 
partment are  administered?  the  distribution  of  labor;  the 
number  of  clerks,  and  the  duties  assigned  to  each;  tlie 
number  of  agents;  where  and  how  employed;  tlie  com- 
pensation of  contractors;  and,  generally,  the  entire  man- 
nagement  of  the  department;  and  whether  further,  and 
what,  legal  provisions  may  be  necessary  to^curc  the  pro- 
per administration  of  its  affairs." 

Mr.  WHITE  had  no  objection  to  the  proposed  inquiry; 
but  he  felt  generally  indisposed  to  the  raising  of  special 
committees,  where  the  subject  matter  of  a  resolution  be- 
longed properly  to  a  standing  committee.  He,  therefore, 
hoped  that  the  honorable  mover  of  this  resolution  would 
so  modify  it  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  unless  he  could  assign  some  rea- 
son for  sending  it  to  a  special  committee.         . 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  inquiry 
was  not  necessarily  the  business  or  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee. That  committee  had  arduous  and  important  du- 
ties to  perform.  The  session  would  be  short,  and  they 
would  probably  not  have  time  to  attend  to  any  other  mat- 
ters than  those  which  ordinarily  belonged  to  them.  i|e 
thought  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  row  proposetl 
required  its  reference  to  a  special  committee.  He  did 
not,  therefore,  feel  inclined  to  accede  to  the  sugg^estiou  of 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee. 
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Mr.  WHITE  said  he  would  then  move  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  so  modified  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  There  was  nothing  in  it 
which  was  not  proper  for  reference  to  the  regular  com- 
mittee. If  the  whole  affairs  of  the  department  were  to 
be  examined  and  considered,  the  investigation  would  im- 
part to  that  committee  a  fund  of  information,  which  would 
prove  useful  to  them  hereafler. 

Mr.  HOLMES  hoped  that  the  resolution  would  not  be 
so  amended.  A  great  deal  of  labor  would  have  to  be 
performed  by  this  committee.  It  would  be  their  duty  to 
examine  the  department  well;  to  see  how  the  business  in 
k  vas  done,  and  to  present  the  result  to  the  Senate,  that 
tkey  rai^t  act  upon  it  as  circumstances  might  require, 
and  the  information  obtained  might  go  forth  to  the  public 
for  their  connderation.  It  had  been-  understood  that  a 
new  bureau  for  removals  and  appointments  had  been  es- 
tablislied  in  the  Post  Office  Department;  a  bureau,  which, 
for  brevity,  might  be  called  the  bureau  of  proscription. 
It  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do:  it  had  done  a  good  deal:  its 
bosness  mast  be  nearly  at  an  end.  All  bad  probably 
been  touched  by  it,  whom  it  could  well  lay  its  hands  on. 
It  services  miglit  now,  perhaps,  be  dispensed  with.  He 
also  hoped  that  the  time  would  soon  come  when  the  de- 
partment could  pay  all  the  expenditures  witli  the  receipts 
of  the  year.  It  appeared  that  upwards  of  eighty  thousand 
dollars  had  been  taken  out  of  the  surplus  funa  to  defray 
the  expenses.  He  admitted  that  this  fund  had  been  also 
heretofore  diminished:  but  he  trusted  that  it  miglit  not  be 
hereafter  necessary  to  apply  to  it.  He  was  in  favor  of 
referring  this  examination  to  a  special  committee,  wliose 
p^tjcular  attention  should  be  directed  to  that  object. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  tliat,  a  a  member  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Committee,  be  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  sparing  in  his 
remarks  on  the  question  before  the  Senate.  Gentlemen 
were,  however,  mistaken  as  to  the  burthen  of  business 
which  that  committee  had  to  perform.  They  had  nothing 
to  do,  except  what  might  be  specifically  imposed  upon 
tbcm  by  the  Senate.  He  was  indifferent  about  the  dispo- 
sition which  might  be  made  of  this  resolution,  but  the  duty 
of  the  Post  Office  committee  was  connected  with  the  bu- 
aness  of  th.it  department.  It  was  a  duty  especially  as- 
si^ed  to  them.  They  were  to  ascertain  what  laws  were 
defective,  and  in  what  manner  they  should  be  amended. 
He  did  not  object  to  the  proposed  scrutiny;  and  if  it  were 
committed  to  other  members,  he  should  cheerfully  acqui* 
esce.  He  was  no  fonder  of  labor  than  other  gpentlemen. 
If  the  examination  were  assigned  to  the  Post  O0ice  Com- 
mittee, he,  for  one,  would  be  willing  to  engage  in  it. 

Mr.  HOLMES  obserred  that  the  practice  of  referring 
duties  of  tliis  kind  to  special  committees  was  not  novel. 
It  was  not  unusual  in  the  other  House.  When  there,  he 
bad  been  a  member  of  a  committee  of  investigation.  The 
House  had  given  them  the  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  Some  of  the  heads  of  Departments  had  been 
brought  before  them.  The  committee  had  made  a  tho- 
>t>ugh  exanunation,  and  had  discovered  some  abuses  which 
required  correction.  A  new  administration  was  now  in 
power,  and  it  might  be  well  for  the  Senate  to  take  a  peep 
behind  the  Executive  curtain.  In  the  Post  Office  De* 
partment  peat  changes  have  been  made;  mistakes,  errors, 
abuses,  might  have  crept  in.  It  was,  therefore,  proper, 
m  order  that  the  subject  might  undergo  a  full  and  tho- 
rough examination,  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  that  he  did  not  mean  to  be  tedious, 
but  he  riiould  tell  the  truth.  Great  complaints  had  been 
made  ^nst  this  department.  There  was  Obadiah  B. 
Brown--he  did  not  wish  to  be  rough— and  there  were  the 
relations  of  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  who  had 
arge  contracU  w**h  that  department  for  carrying  the 
"ad.  Worthy  and  honorable  cttisens  felt  aggrieved  at 
«»  nroritism  shown  by  tlua  department.    It  waa  well 


known,  that  in  tliat  and  othpr  departments  of  the  Go- 
vernment, they  who  were  the  most  m  the  habit  of  dancing 
attendance,  were  the  most  successful  in  their  aj>pr!cation5. 
Rash  as  this  declaration  might  be  considered  in  him,  he 
had  said  it,  and  he  should  not  retract.  Let  these  depart- 
ments be  brought  to  the  bar  of  justice,  and  tested  by 
their  conduct.  If  he  were  one  of  the  majority,  he  would 
not  witlihold  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  any  officer, 
even  from  Andrew  Jackson  down  to  the  humblest  menial. 
He  meant  in  this  remark  no  allusion  to  tlie  high  minded 
and  honorable  public  officers  who  differed  from  him  in 
politics.  He  respected  tliem'as  much  as  any  gentleman. 
A  star  from  the  West  would  shortly  appear  here.  He 
hailed  its  approach.  Mr.  Nobls  then  inquired  of  the  Se- 
cretary, who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads?  And,  upon  being  informed 
by  the  chair  that  it  was  Mr.  Gbusdt,  he  inquired  whether 
Mr.  Bibb,  of  Kentucky,  was  not  also  a  member  of  that 
committee?  [The  Chair  said' not]  Mr.  Noble  said  that 
he  meant  no  disrespect  by  the  question.  Mr.  Bibb  was 
the  chaiiman  at  the  last  session,  and  he  had  thought  that 
he  was  a  member  at  present.  He  declared  that  a  ririd 
committee  was  required  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
sooner  the  Augean  stable  was  cleansed  the  better.  It 
would  be  better  to  have  a  special  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  refeiTed,  as  a  precedent  in  point,  to  a  similar 
investigation  into  the  General  Post  Office  affairs  some 
years  ago,  by  a  special  committee,  of  which  that  distin- 
guished reformer,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
had  been  the  chairman.  He  also  alluded  to  that  other 
chief  of  reformers,  whose  late  message  had  shut  up  the 
great  outlet  of  the  West. 

Mr.  BELL  sud,  that  many  complaints  had  been  made 
concerning  the  Post  Office  Department.  They  had  lately 
been  more  general  than  at  any  other  time.  He  did  not 
say  that  they  were  well  founded,  but  they  deserved  the 
attention  of  the  Senate.  It  bad  been  the  general  practice 
to  refer  particular  investigations  into  the  manner  in  which 
executive  duties  of  the  Government  had  been  performed, 
to  special  committees.  He  did  not  know  why  this  prac- 
tice should  be  departed  from  on  this  occasion.  It  was 
proper  that  this  inquiry  should  go  to  ^ntlemen  disposed 
to  make  the  most  thorough  investigation.  If  gentlemen 
were  convinced  that  the  complaints  were  unfounded,  they 
ought  to  permit  those  to  make  the  investigation  who  were 
impressed  with  the  opinion  Uiat  an  investigation  was  ne- 
ccssai'y,  because  a  report  from  such  a  committee  in  favor 
of  the  Department  would  be  satisfactor]^  to  every  body. 
It  was  due,  therefore,  to  those  who  desired  the  mqiiirv, 
as  well  as  to  the  Postmaster-General  himself,  that  it  should 
go  to  a  special  committee.  These  reasons  induced  him 
to  vote  against  the  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  gentlemen  seemed  to  treat  this 
subject  as  if  any  member  of  the  Senate  were  opposed  to 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  BELL  explained.  He  assured  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  that  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to  make  any 
such  suggestion. 

Mr.  KING  considered  that  the  Post  Office  committee 
was  composed  of  as  honest  and  as  honorable  men  as  any 
other  members  of  the  Senate.  As  to  their  having  too 
much  to  do,  it  was  notorious  that  they  had  little  or  nothing 
to  do,  until  after  the  Post  Office  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  made  their  report  Unless  some 
effect  different  from  a  fair  exposition  were  intended  or  ex- 
pected from  this  inquiry,  he  could  imagine  no  reason  for 
taking  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  standing  committee  to 
which  it  properly  belonged.  Was  it  proposed  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  special  committee  in  oroer  to  impress  a 
belief  in  the  existence  of  extraordmary  complaints  and 
of  abuses?  He  was  no  apologist  for  any  department  If 
any  head  of  a  department  hiul  done  wrong,  let  him  be 
brought  before  a  committee  f  let  him  be  censured,  or  even 
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punished,  if  punishment  was  proper.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  individual  now  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office 
would  shrink  from  anv  investigation,  if  it  were  intimated 
to  him  that  it  was  desired.  He  had  administered  tliat  de- 
partment  with  integrity,  skill,  and  ability.  Hb  predeces- 
sor did  the  same.  Mr.  Kiiro  hoped  the  inquiry  would  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  tne  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.   CLAYTON  expressed  a  hope,  that  gentlemen 
would  not  suppose  that  he  wished  to  take  this  inquiry  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  because 
of  any  want  of  confidence  in  them.  He  had  no  such  idea. 
Because  he  had  confidence  in  that  committee,  did  it  follow 
that  this  special  and  laborious  investigation  sliould  be  re- 
ferred to  them^    The  same  argument  would  apply  with 
equal  force  against  the  reference  of  any  other  proposition 
to  a  special  committee.     Were  not  other  standing  com- 
mittees composed  also  of  honorable  men?    The  objection, 
if  it  were  sound,  would  apply  on  all  occasions.     He  had 
as  great  confidence  as  any  gentleman  in  the  judgment  and 
ability  of  the  Post  Office  Committee.     Yet,  on  this  occa- 
sion, he  preferred  a  committee  selected  by  the  Senate 
itself  for  this  special  purpose.     In  regard  to  that  committee 
having  nothing  to  oo,  it  was  an  erroneous  idea.     Peti- 
tions  and  memorials  were  presented  every  day,  over  and 
over  again,  and  referred  to  that  committee.     They  would 
have  to  examine  and  prepare  reports  on  all  these.     The 
duty  of  the  proposed  special  committee  would  be  arduous 
and  laborious.     The  standing  committee  would  not  have 
time  to  investigate  the  whole  subject.     Gentlemen  could 
vote  for  the  members  of  that  committee  as  members  of 
the  special  committee,  if  they  pleased;  but  nothing  was 
fairer  than  that  the  Senate  should  select  a  committee  for 
themselves. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  the  Senate  was  a  small  body.  Was 
there  a  member  in  it  wlio  was  not  on  some  committee?  If 
the  honorable  Senator  had  no  particular  objection  to  the 
gentlemen  composing  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and, 
upon  his  soul,  he  did  not  know  who  they  were — why  refer 
this  resolution  to  other  gentlemen  liaving  equally  or  more 
arduous  duties  to  perform  on  other  committees? 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied,  that  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Post  Office  Committee  had  other  arduous  duties  to 
perform  also.  The  gentleman  might,  however,  in  the 
selection  of  a  committee,  judge  for  nimsclf,  as  he  should, 
in  this  respect. 

Mr.  WHITE  had  not  expected,  when  he  had  made  the 
motion  before  the  Senate,  as  much  debate  as  had  arisen 
upon  the  subject.     He  had  I'lstcned  to  it  with  attention; 
but  it  had  not  chan^d  his  original  views.     If  the  subject- 
matter  of  a  resolution  applied  to  a  standing  connnittee, 
the  general  rule  was  to  refer  it  to  that  committee.     He 
admitted  that  there  were  exceptions  to  the  rule;  but  every 
object  of  inquiry  in  this  resolution  belonged  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.     There  was 
notliing  in  it  that  could  take  it  out  of  the  general  rule. 
Under  this  impresnon,  he  had  made  the  motion  now  before 
the  Senate.     He  could  not  believe  that  the  Post  Office 
Committee  were  so  much  pressed  as  gentlemen  supposed. 
They  had  as  much  leisure  as  any  other  committee.     They 
were  familiar  with  the  business  of  the  department.    It 
would  be  injustice  to  them  to  suppose  that  tnev  could  de- 
sire to  suppress  any  investigation.     They  would  no  doubt 
give  to  the  subject  the  fullest  and  freest  examination.     If 
any  abuse  existed,  let  it  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Senate  and  the  nation.     He  thought  it  more  proper  to 
refer  the  resolution  to  the  standing  committee,  than  to  a 
special  committee:  but  he  should  acquiesce  in  whatever 
decision  the  Senate  might  come  to  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  concurred  with  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor in  the  general  principle  which  he  had  laid  down;  but 
he  thought  that  it  had  been  misapplied  on  this  occasion. 
When  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 


was  /created,  did  it  enter  the  mind  of  the  President  or  of 
the  Senate  that  the  duties  enjoined  by  this  resolution 
were  to  be  committed  to  them  ?  I'hese  duties  were  not 
of  tlie  nature  of  those  which  belonged  to  a  standing 
committee.  It  results  from  the  character  and  object  of 
standing  committees,  that  a  vast  variety  of  items  were 
referred  to  them  in  the  ordinary  ti'ansaction  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Senate.  These  were,  generally,  as  much 
as  they  could  attend  to.  He  believed  that,  if  a  stand* 
ing  committee  had  even  taken  up  any  subject  like  that 
contemplated  by  the  resolution,  a  knowledge  of  it  had 
never  passed  beyond  the  walls  of  the  room  in  which  the  j 
had  deliberated.  Duties  specifically  belonging  to  a 
standing  committee  should  go  to  it,  as  a  matter  of  course; 
but  the  proposed  inquiry  was  one  which  was  peculiarly 
appropriate  to  a  special  committee.  He  did  not  mean 
to  compliment;  all  the  members  on  tiiis  floor  stood  on 
an  equal  footing.  His  objection  was  not  to  the  integ^ty 
of  the  Post  Office  committee;  but  they  had  not  been  se- 
lected  with  a  view  to  this  investigation.  This  was  a 
question  of  selection;  and  he  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion as  oifered  by  his  honorable  friend  from  Delaware. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  amend,  so  as  to  refer 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  vote 
was  18  Yeas,  and  20  Nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Baker,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Iredell,  Kane,  King, 
Poindexter,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Troup,  Tyler, 
White,  Woodbury— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs'.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Marks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Ruggles, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Spragiie,  Willey — 20. 

The  original  resolution,  as  offered  by  Mr.  CLAYTON, 
was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  BELL  then  moved  tliat  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed, by  ballot,  to  take  charge  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  inquired  of  the  Chair  what  was  the 
rule  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees? 

The  President  read  the  rule,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  tlie  power  to  appoint  conamittecs  belonged  to  the 
Chair.  That  power,  however,  could  be  exercised  by 
the  Senate,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  that  would  not  be  given. 
Mr.  FOOT  asked  whetiierthc  rule  of  the  Senate  could 
not  be  altered  or  amended? 
Mr.  KING  replied,  that  it  could,  by  giving  a  day's  notice. 
Here  the  conversation  ended,  and  the  President  an- 
nounced   the    appointment  of  Mr.    CLAYTON,     Mr. 
GRUNDY,  Mr.  HOLMES,   Mr.  WOODBURY,  and  Mr. 
HENDRICKS,  as  the  committee. 


Thursoat,  DxcEMBKm  16. 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said,  he  had  understood  that,  in  the  re- 
port of  his  remarks  yesterday  on  the  resolution  respect- 
mg  the  Post  Office  Department,  which  had  appeared  in 
the  Telegraph,  he  had  used  language  that  had  been  of- 
fensive to  some  of  liis  friends.  He  had  been  reported  as 
having  represented  Colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson  as  an 
ag^nt  to  that  Department.  He  had  no  recollection  that 
he  had  made  such  remark.  A  different  report  of  his 
speech  had  been  made  in  the  National  Intelligencer.  He 
had  made  allusion  to  some  of  the  friends  of  that  gentle- 
man as  having  contracts  with  the  Department.  Tlus  he 
could  not  disguise.  But  it  would  have  been  wrong*  and 
unjust  to  represent  Colonel  Johnson  as  an  agent  of  the 
Post  Office,  because  he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
was  prohibited,  by  law,  from  accepting  any  ofHce  ol 
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thftt  kind.  He  did  not  consider  that  it  would  be  honora- 
ble  in  him  to  do  ii^ustice  to  his  fellow  men,  whether  in 
that  House,  in  the  other  House,  or  out  of  the  House, 
whether  they  diflfered  with  hixn  in  politics  or  not 


:^S 


FbIDAT,    DXCXMBXII  17. 

After  disposing  of  several  private  bills,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  Executive  business,  the  Senate  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

MoiroAT,  DsciXBXS  20. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Impeach- 
ment, for  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Missouri. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  preceded  by  their  man- 
agers, Mr.  BUCHANAN,  Mr.  McDUFFlE,  Judge 
SPENCER,  Mr.  STORRS,  and  Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  came 
into  the  Senate  chamber  in  a  body,  and  having  taken 
the  seats  prepared  for  them, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  and  said,  that  the  managers  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  now  pre- 
pared to  proceed  in  this  trial. 

Mr.  MEREDITH,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  respon- 
dent, desired  that  the  witnesses  summoned  in  his  behalf 
might  be  called. 

The  Marshal  accordingly  called  over  their  names. 
Some  of  them  did  not  answer. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  observed,  that  three  of  the  material 
witnesses  for  the  respondent  were  not  present.  We 
are,  said  he,  notwithstanding,  ready  to  go  to  trial, 

Mr.  McDUFFIK  then  rose,  and  opened  the  case  for 
the  prosecution  in  substance  as  follows: 

Mr.  McDurrix  said,  that,  in  opening  this  case,  he  should 
endeavor  to  reduce  to  the  narrowest  hmitsthe  preliminary 
>ievr,  which  he  proposed  to  take  of  the  principles  upon 
vhich  be  should  invoke  the  judgment  of  this  honorable 
court  on  the  charge  set  forth  in  the  article  of  impeachment 
against  the  respondent  now  upon  his  trial.  It  was  unne- 
cessary for  him  to  attract  the  special  attention  of  the  court, 
hy  any  exposition  of  the  importance  of  the  case.  Every 
member  of  this  honorable  court  must  be  aware  of  its  great 
importance  to  the  respondent  himself,  and  to  the  country 
at  iarg«.  He  asked  that  patient  attention,  in  the  consider- 
ation of  the  case,  which  was  indispensable  to  a  correct 
dedsion  upon  it.  He  then  proceeded  to  lay  down  the 
principles  of  the  constitutioii  and  law  upon  the  subject  of 
contempts,  and  contended  that  Judge  Peck  had  violated 
them,  and  had,  in  the  summary  punisliment  which  he  had 
iofbcted  upon  Mr.  Lawless,  been  guilty  of  an  illegal  and 
tjrannical  usurpation  of  power.  Whatever  view  the 
court  might  take  of  the  powers  of  the  judge,  he  maintain- 
ed that  no  contempt  had  been  committed.  The  common 
hw  of  England  was  utterly  unknown  to  the  judicial  tribu- 
nab  of  the  United  States.  Upon  what  principle,  he  de- 
manded, could  it  be  contended  that  the  English  common 
hw,  as  such,  had  any  force  in  this  country  }  Were  it  not 
that  it  had  been  partly  adopted  in  some  of  the  States  by 
leg:i9lative  enactments;  had  we  not  been  educated  in  its 
principles;  would  it  occur  to  any  human  being  in  this  coun- 
try that  it  had  any  existence  here?  It  was  utterly  absurd 
to  say  that  the  common  law  was  in  force  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States.  He  granted  that,  as  respected  numy  of 
our  laws  and  acts  of  Congress,  especially  those  which  pro- 
vided for  the  organization  of  our  courts,  they  were  -  ex- 
pounded according  to  the  principles  and  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Where  our  courts  were  called  upon  to  decide 
f«C8i  they  must  have  rules  of  proceeding  and  action,  and 
DC  »grcea  that  for  th^e  they  had  wisely  and  properly  re- 
sorted to  the  common  law.  These  were  wise  rules  of  ac- 
^on  for  cases  within  the  express  jurisdiction  of  the  courts. 
nut,  witii  regard  to  crimes  and  punishments,  the  principles 


of  the  common  law  had  no  force  in  our  tribunals.  He  was 
aware  it  might  be  said,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  courts 
to  adopt  some  principle  which  would  auUiorize  them  to 
maintam  their  jurisdiction  by  punishing  for  contempts  com- 
mitted within  and  against  it.  But  the  povrer  of  punishine 
for  contempt  was  a  high  criminal  power;  and,  although  it 
had  been  exercised  by  courts  of  chancery  as  well  as  law,  it 
was,  of  all  others,  the  most  dangerous  that  could  be  en- 
forced. ^  He  maintained  that  the  power  could  not  legally  or 
constitutionally  be  exercised  so  as  to  disfranchise  a  citizen, 
or  to  deprive  him  of  his  liberty  and  the  means  of  his  ex- 
istence. The  correct  prindple,  then,  was  this:  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  had  no  power  to  punish  for  contempt^ 
further  than  their  own  self-preservation  required.  It  was 
necessary  that  they  should  possess  the  power  to  protect 
themselves  in  the  administration  of  justice;  to  prevent  and 
punish  direct  outrages  upon  the  court;  to  prevent  tiie 
judge  from  being  (hiven  from  the  bench,  the  jury  from 
being  assaulted,  and  the  regular  and  fair  administration  of 
justice  from  being  impeded.  This  power  the  courts  pos- 
sessed independently  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  common  law.  The  right  to  punish  in  such  cases  was 
inherent.  But  how  far  did  it  extendi  What  principle  of 
necessity,  the  tyrant's  plea,  would  justify  the  exercise  of 
this  power?  for  nothing  but  necessity  could  justify  it. 
It  could  be  enforced  only  so  far  as  to  protect  the  courts  in 
the  administration  of  justice;  to  prevent  any  obstruction  in 
their  proceedings.  It  must  be  a  flagrant  outrage  in  the 
face  of  the  court  to  justify  a  summary  punishment  for  con- 
tempt. If,  in  such  cases,  our  courts  had  not  the  power 
to  protect  themselves  in  the  discharge  of  their  high  func- 
tions, it  would  be  in  vain  for  them  to  attempt  to  administer 
justice.  Certain  powers,  however,  had  been  impercepti- 
bly introduced  here  from  the  common  law  courts  of  Eng- 
land; our  judges  and  lawyers  had  been  thus  imbued  with 
certain  principles,  which  were  utterly  incompatible  with 
liberty.  What  was  the  case  of  the  respondent?  He  was 
not  in  court;  he  was  not  in  the  actual  administration  of  jus- 
tice, when  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless  was  made.  He 
claimed  the  power  of  protecting  his  sacred  person,  like 
the  King  of  England,  from  all  scrutiny!  The  judgement 
of  the  court  had  been  rendered  six  months  before  the  pub- 
lication. The  decree  had  been  entered.  There  was  an 
end  to  the  judicial  fiinctions  of  the  judge  as  to  that  case. 
But  some  four  or  five  months  after  judgment  rendered. 
Judge  Peck,  from  some  motive,  no  doubt  having  refer- 
ence to  the  public  interest,  thought  proper  to  come  out 
and  publish  an  extra-judicial  opinion  in  the  newspapers:  a 
labored  argument,  prepared  afler  his  judicial  functions 
had  ceased,  to  make  such  an  impression  upon  the  land 
claimants  in  Missouri  as  should  correspond  with  his  own. 
And  it  was  this  extra-judicial  opinion  which  he  sought  to 

Erotectfroni  all  scrutiny,  by  the  principles  of  the  common 
Lw;  upon  the  principle  that  the  king  could  do  no  wrong, 
and  tliat  the  judge  was,  as  the  representative  of  the  king, 
administering  his  justice,  equally  exempt  from  responsi- 
bility. 

Was  there  any  thing  in  this  case  to  justify  the  exercise 
of  such  an  extraordinary  power,  as  that  assumed  by  the 
judge,  to  commit  and  suspend  Mr.  I^w^less?  Was  justice 
likely  to  be  impeded,  because,  by  an  extra-iudicial  act  of 
the  judge  himself,  his  opinion  was  subjected  to  public  dis- 
cussionr  Suppose  the  article  written  by  Mr.  Lawless  to 
have  been,  what  it  was  not,  an  atrocious  libel,  founded  in 
falsehood,  an  infamous  and  defamatory  libel,  where  was 
the  evil?  What  injury  could  it  have  done  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice?  Was  it  a  case  of  emergency?  No,  sir. 
It  would  have  been  an  ordinary  case  of  libel,  which  could 
just  as  well  have  been  punished,  through  the  ordinanr 
channel  of  trial  by  jurj',  in  two  years,  as  any  other  libel. 
Admit  tlie  impunity  of  Judge  Peck  from  scrutiny;  suppose 
him  to  have  been  administering  the  king's  justice,  and  to 
have  been  protected  from  all  animadversion;  where  then 
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was  the  necessity  for  inflicting  punishment  by  a  mode  of 
trial  which  excluded  all  investintton;  without  any  trial  in 
fact:  without  investigation;  wiuiout  the  interposition  of  a 
jury?  Would  any  man  of  sense  contend,  on  these  princi- 
ples, that  the  judges  of  tiie  United  States  had  any  power, 
any  right,  to  punish  an^  libel,  however  flagitious,  on  any 
act  of  the  court,  after  it  had  been  done  as  a  contempt^ 
Had  the  people  no  rig^t  to  discuss  the  principles  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States?  Had 
a  South  Carolina  editor,  for  example,  no  right  to  examine 
the  opinion  of  that  court  in  the  case  of  Cohen,and  to  produce 
it  as  evidence  that  the  judges  were  the  ministers  of  despot- 
ism? He  demanded  of  this  honorable  court,  whether  there 
was  any  unmeasured  language  of  reprobation,  in  which  a 
citizen  might  not  indul^  towards  a  court  for  pronouncing 
an  opinion,  and  proclaiming  principles  dangerous  to  liber- 
ty, and  to  the  free  institutions  of  his  country?  Would  the 
Supreme  Court  send  the  Marshal  to  South  Carolina  or 
Louisiana  to  bring  such  %,n  editor  before  them  for  con- 
tempt, and  to  punish  him  by  the  summary  process  of  at- 
tachment? From  his  knowled|^  of  that  court,  and  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they 
would  unanimously,  and  with  one  accord,  decide  that  they 
were  a  court  of  limited  powers;  that  they  did  not  possess 
any  authority  on  the  subject  of  contempts,  except  the  in- 
herent power  to  protect  themselves  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  and  to  prevent  its  obstruction.  To  support  his 
argument,  Mr.  McD.  adverted  to  the  sedition  law,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  any  prejudice,  or  revivmg  any 
party  feeling,  in  this  honorable  court,  but  as  furnishing 
some  analogy  for  the  illustration  of  the  present  case.  That 
law  was  thoroughly  understood  by  eveiy  public  man  in  the 
country.  It  was  setUed  in  the  public  mind  to  be  an  usur- 
pation. Every  man  of  understanding  considered  it  to 
have  been  unconstitutional.  And  yet  it  was  a  mitigation 
of  the  common  law  of  England.  It  exploded  the  mon- 
strous heresy,  that  the  g^reater  the  truth  the  grater  would 
be  the  libel.  But  it  was  deemed  unconstitutional.  Con- 
gress were  condemned  not  for  having  passed  an  act  which 
nutigated  the  principles  of  the  common  law  of  England, 
but  because  they  had  no  authority  to  pass  any  law  restrict- 
ing the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press;  because  they  had 
conferred  on  the  federal  courts  a  power  to  punish  for 
contempt  any  man  who  might  utter  or  publish  what  they 
might  deem  a  libel.  Was  not  this  a  grievance?  The  law 
had  been  repealed:  it  had  become  universally  odious.  And 
now,  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, together,  did  not  possess  the  power  which  Judg^ 
Peck,  representing  tiie  Kinr  of  England,  and  administer- 
ing his  justice,  claimed,  orpunishing  a  citizen  for  con- 
tempt, in  daring  to  question  the  infallibility  of  his  opinion. 
Whence  did  he  derive  a  power  which  did  not  belong  to 
the  united  functionaries  of  this  Government?  Under  the 
sedition  law,  the  citizen  accused  of  a  libel  was  entitled  to 
a  trial  by  ju^,  and  to  g^ve  the  truth  in  evidence. 

By  its  repeal,  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  de- 
cided that  tiie  President,  Senate,  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives could  not  subject  a  citizen  even  to  trial  by  a  jury  for 
the  most  de&matory  libel.  But  here,  in'  this  case,  the 
judgie  undertakes,  not  by  the  interposition  of  a  jury,  but 
of  his  own  will,  to  punish  for  a  contempt  imagined  by 
lumself,  which  noboay  else  would  have  noticed  or  view- 
ed as  a  contempt.  Without  law,  this  honorable  judge 
claimed  a  power  to  punish,  much  greater  than  that  which 
was  possessed  b^  every  other  branch  of  the  Government 
united.  He  claimed  a  power  to  make  the  law,  and  punish 
under  it,  at  the  same  moment  This  was  the  most  infa- 
mous and  tyrannical  of  the  whole  tissue  of  usurpations. 
We  had  andogies  in  the  acts  of  Congress  bearing  on  this 
case.  By  the  judicial  act  of  1789,  tiie  federal  courts  have 
the  power  to  punish  for  contempts  committed  during  the 
progress  of  a  trial  of  any  cause  depending  in  court.  In 
carrying  this  law  into  effect,  they  might  punish  any  act 


tending  to  impede  the  course  of  justice,  any  insult  to  the 
court  or  jury,  any  contempt  perpetrated  in  the  face  of  the 
court,  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  The  expresai  grant  of 
one  power  was  the  negation  of  another.  The  power 
conferred  by  this  act  raised  a  presumption  that  Cong^ress 
had  not  intended  to  go  further;  that  tiie  federal  courts 
possessed  no  other  or  gfreater  authority  in  relation  to  con- 
tempts. He  humblv  conceived  that  the  kind  of  punish- 
ment indicated  by  that  act,  was  that  by  fine  and  impriaon- 
ment  alone.  If  it  were,  it  would  be  most  extraordinary 
that  the  courts  should  claim  the  power  to  punish  in  any 
other  way  than  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  Unque8tiona> 
biy,  they  did  not  possess  any  such  authority.  What  argu- 
ment, then,  could  justify  the  respondent?  Although  Con- 
g^ss  had  authorized  only  fine  and  imprisonment  for  the 
higher  grades  of  contempt,  the  respondent  claimed  the 
power  to  inflict  a  grater  punishment  for  the  milder 
grades.  In  any  view,  whether  we  regarded  the  common 
law,  the  laws  or  usages  of  our  own  country,  or  of  Eng- 
land, or  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  our  courts  ami 
judges  could  not  inflict  a  greater  punishment  for  contempt 
than  fine  and  imprisonment:  they  could  not  inflict  disfran- 
chisement: they  could  not  deprive  a  man  of  his  occupa- 
tion, his  inheritance,  or  the  means  of  subsisting  his  family. 
Such  a  power  was  never  claimed  before  by  any  tribunal 
in  the  civilized  world. 

It  must  be  apparent,  by  this  time,  that  the  district  court 
of  Missouri  had  no  power  to  punish  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  for  contempt,  further  than  to  protect  the  court  in 
the  actual  administration  of  justice.  Even  the  principles 
of  the  common  law  conferred  no  semblance  of  authority 
to  punish  a  contempt  against  the  majesty  of  a  court. 
What  was  the  principle  assumed  in  reganl  to  contempts  by 
the  courts  of  England?  In  the  case  of  the  King*  against 
Almon,  which  was  no  case  at  all,  a  mere  extra-judicial 
opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Wilmot,  found  among  his  papers 
after  his  death,  all  the  principles  laid  down  in  it  were  the 
principles  of  unmitigated  judicial  despotism.  This  inge- 
nious and  artfiil  tissue  assumed,  that  the  judges  of  Eng- 
land, deriving  their  authority  from  the  King  of  Eng-land, 
and  administering  the  King^s  justice,  were  an  emanation 
of  his  power,  and  that  the  same  principle  which  protected 
the  character  and  person  of  the  King,  as  sacred,  protected 
those  of  his  judges  in  like  manner.  This  opinion  was  go- 
inj^  the  whole.  The  judges,  sitting  in  the  seat  of  the 
King,  could  not  be  called  to  account  for  denying  the  'writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  or  refusing  to  grant  it,  without  making 
the  King  violate  his  coronation  oath!  This  miserable  tis- 
tue  of  sophislT]^  and  falsehood  was  used  to  justify  the  pun- 
ishment of  a  fair  and  manly  publication  on  the  law  of  ha- 
beas corpus  as  a  contempt!  God  forbid  that  any  man  in 
this  country  riiould  say  that  the  opinions  of  judges  ^vere 
not  a  fidr  subject  of  animadversion,  or  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  honorable  body  were  not  also  open  for  discus- 
sion. No  man,  accorcUng  to  this  doctrine,  had  a  rig-lit  to 
publish  any  thing,  true  or  false,  concerning  any  public 
functionary,  disparaging  him,  his  character,  or  opinions. 
This  principle  of  the  English  courts,  a  district  judg^  of 
the  United  States  has  had  the  boldness  to  advance  to  jus- 
tify his  judicial  tyranny.  Could  this  be  law?  Any  publi- 
cation against  a  private  citizen  was/MVina  fade  a  libel:  it 
was  the  private  individual  that  ought  to  be  protected  from 
calumny.  The  same  immunity  did  not  belong  to  the  pub- 
lic functionary.  What  might  properly  be  nunished  for 
being  said  against  a  private  citizen,  it  would  be  justifiable 
to  say  agMnst  a  public  functionary.  There  was  hsirdly 
any  thing,  true  or  false,  that  ought  not.  with  impunity,  to 
be  allowed  to  be  published  against  a  public  man,  ratbcr 
than  run  the  hazard  of  restricting  the  liberty  of  discus- 
sion. By  the  irreversible  decision  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  sedition  law,  it  luul  been  decided 
that  you  cannot  punish  an^  thing  said  against  a  public 
oiBcer.    A  decision  so  unanimous  as  that  was  did  not  ex- 
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ist  on  record.  He  would  now  barely  call  the  attention  of 
this  honorable  court  to  one  or  two  British  authorities  to 
satisfy  them  that  Judg^  Peck  had  been  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanor,  even  if  we  admitted  the  force  of  the  com- 
mon law  in  this  country.  Some  of  the  elementary  Eng- 
lish authors  carried  the  doctrine  of  contempt  further  than 
others. 

BlackitonCy  in  whose  work,  unfortunately  fbr  many  of 
us,  we  Wcte  educated  as  a  text  book,  supported  the  author 
rity  of  the  Ring  on  all  occasions,  and  spbke  of  the  right 
of  the  court  to  punish  for  consequential  contempts.  But 
eTen  be  did  not  push  the  doctrine  as  far  as  this  tyrannical 
judge  had  done.  Hawkins  broadly  laid  down  the  princi- 
ple, that  any  words,  however  true  ot  fals^,  which  might 
be  uttered,  reproachful  of  the  judge,  were  immediately 
finable  by  the  court;  but  that  the  better  opinion  was,  that 
&  man  could  not  be  punished  for  words  said  against  a  judge 
Dot  in  the  actual  execution  of  his  official  duties.  If  a  man 
said  that  a  judge  was  a  numskull,  and  deserved  to  be 
hanged  for  giving  such  an  opinion,  here  was  contemptu- 
ous as  well  as  reproachful  language;  but  the  man  could 
not  be  punished  for  it.  This  had  been  laid  down  bv  a 
writer  who  pushed  the  King's  prerogative  to  its  utmost 
limits.  Such  a  man  might  say  to  a  judge,  out  of  court, 
"your  opinion  is  a  fair  subject  of  investigation:  I  have  a 
right  to  pronounce  you  a  fool  or  a  scoundrel."  This  lan- 
guage wcnild  not  be  a  proper  subject  of  indictment.  He 
would  not  pretend  to  compare  language  so  contemptuous 
and  disrespectful  as  this  to  the  publication,  by  Mr.  Law- 
less, of  ««A  Citizen,"  for  which  his  majesty  Judge  Peck 
had  imprisoned,  suspended,  and  disfranchised  the  author. 
His  was  a  respectful  and  harmless  publication.  He  would 
produce  another  English  elementary  writer.  According 
to  Holt,  it  is  held  in  England  that  a  judicial  opinion  is  a 
fair  subject  of  discussion,  provided  no  bad  or  corrupt  mo- 
tive be  ascribed  to  the  judge.  Although  he  would  not  ad- 
mit that  it  was  punishable  to  say  to  a  tyrannical  judge, 
"you  are  a  judicial  tyrant,"  yet,  even  according  to  the 
English  law,  as  expounded  by  the  writers  to  whom  he  had 
referretl.  Judge  I'eck  liad  no  right  to  punish  Mr.  Lawless, 
who  had  ascribed  no  wrong  or  corrupt  motive  to  his  opi- 
nion in  the  case  of  Soulard.  The  power  exercised  by 
that  judge  was  the  most  arbitrary  and  dangerous  ever  ex- 
ercised by  any  court  or  judge  in  this  country.  It  was  a 
pregnant  proof  of  the  danger  of  such  an  exercise  of  judi- 
cial power,  to  say,  as  he  would  declare,  that  the  power  to 
punish  for  contempt,  even  in  cases  of  necessity,  was  a 
dangerous  power,  a  despotic  power,  an  anomaly,  utterly 
incompatible  with  liberty,  the  essence  of  tyranny  and  des- 
potism. It  was  the  very  illustration  of  tyranny,  that  a 
judge  might  make  the  law,  fix  the*  punishment,  and  pun- 
ish, at  the  same  time.  Could  any  man  doubt  that  Judge 
Peck  had  assumed  the  right  to  punish  a  contempt  against 
his  sacred  person;  that  he  had  fixed  the  punishment,  and 
enforced  it  too;  that  he  had  performed  the  functions  of 
legislator  and  judge  in  his  own  case }  Could  any  man 
dmibt  that  tliis  judge,  to  g^tify  his  vindictive  passions, 
had,  by  an  arbitrary  and  summary  process,  deprived  an 
American  citizen  of  his  rights,  subjected  him  to  an  igno- 
minious confinement  in  prison,  and  deprived  him  of  the 
loeans  of  supporting  his  family?  Was  not  such  a  man  a 
judicial  tyrant,  whose  crimes  called  aloud  for  exemplar}* 
punishment.^ 

Mr.  McDvmz  then  proceeded  to' call  the  attention  of 
the  Court  to  the  publi?ation  of  **  A  Citizen,"  which  Judge 
Peck  alleged  to  be  a  libel,  punishable  as  a  contempt;  and 
he  analyzMl  it  paragraph  by  paragraph,  comparing  it  as 
he  went  along  with  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  on  which  it 
'^r^i  a  commciitary,  and  with  the  answer  to  the  article  of 
impeachment,  in  order  to  show  that  it  was  not  even  a  mis- 
repre!«entation,  much  less  a  disrespectful  contempt,  of  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Peck.  By  this  analytical  process  also, 
be  would  demonstrate  that  the  conduct  of  tnat  judge  to 


Mr.  Lawless  presented  the  strongest  illustration  of  judicial 
despotism  that  had  ever  been  exercised,  fh>m  the  first 
dawn  of  civil  liberty  to  the  present  day.  It  must  have  re- 
quired all  the  disoraered  imagination  and  furious  passion 
of  this  judg^  to  distort  into  a  contemptuous  libel  one  of  the 
most  innocent  publications  ever  issued  from  the  press.  As 
God  was  his  judge,  if  he  did  not  know  the  respectable 
counsel  of  the  respondent,  he  should  say,  from  the  defence 
of  the  judge,  that  he  must  have  been  deranged.  No  man 
in  his  senses  could  have  tortured  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless  as  he  had  done.  In  the  case  of  Soulard's  heirs, 
although  the  judge  had  decided  a^inst  the  claimants,  he 
said,  in  his  published  opinion,  that  it  was  still  open  for  the 
discussion  of  counsel.  Mr.  Lawless,  therefore,  com- 
menced his  publication,  with  an  unbecoming  humility  to 
the  court,  such  as  no  citizen  ouglit  to  have  manifested,  by 
saying  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  permission  grant- 
ed by  the  Judge,  to  point  the  public  attention  to  some 
of  the  principal  errors  which  he  thought  he  had  discover- 
ed in  his  opinion.  This  very  apolo^  had  been  seized  on 
by  this  jealous  tyrant,  and  tortured  mto  an  insult  upon  the 
court.  The  judge  alleged  that  he  had  not  said  the  case 
was  open  for  ne^»*spaper  discussion;  nor  had  Mr.  Lawless 
said  so.  But  the  judge  seemed  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Law- 
less had  discovered  a  secret;  that  by  the  publication  of  his 
opinion,  Judge  Peck  had  shown  so  little  sense  of  judicial 
decency  and  decorum  as  to  invite  a  newspaper  discussion 
of  a  case  which  had  been  decided  in  his  court.  And  this 
was  the  insult  which  Mr.  Lawless  had  committed!  This 
was  the  congferies  of  ridiculous  absurdities  uttered  by  the 
judge;  this  was  the  defence  which  he  had  dared  to  make 
before  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  United  States!  Such 
an  idea  never  could  have  been  conceived  by  any  man  of 
understanding.  Humbly  as  the  judge  might  estimate  the 
land  claimants  in  Missouri,  no  one  of  them  would  have 
been  so  deficient  in  common  sense  as  to  have  put  the  con- 
struction which  he  had  put  on  the  apology  of  Mr.  Law- 
less. Mr.  McD.  then  consecutively  and  critically  exam- 
ined every  specification  in  the  publication  of  "A  Citizen," 
with  the  commentary  of  tlie  judge  upon  it;  and,  in  relation 
to  the  first,  he  remarked,  among  other  things,  that,  with 
due  deference  to  Mr.  Lawless,  he  thought  the  only  crime  he 
had  committed  was  a  violation  of  grammatical  accuracy;  a 
blunder  which,  he  believed,  was  common  to  tlie  Irish  and 
Scotch  Irish;  he  had  construed  a  want  of  power  in  a  sub- 
delegate  of  Louisiana  to  grant  land  for  services  rendered,  or 
to  be  rendered,  into  a  prohibition/rom  making  such  g^nts. 
And  for  this  monstrous  and  flagitious  blunder  in  the  King's 
English,  committed  bv  Mr.  Lawless  in  the  presence  of  his 
honor  Judge  Peck;  for  tlms  wounding  the  vanity  of  tlie 
judge,  clothed  in  a  little  brief  authority,  Mr.  Lawless  was 
charged  with  the  sug^stion  of  a  falsehood,  and  sent  to 
prison  for  a  contempt!  In  the  progress  of  his  analysis, 
Mr.  McD.  endeavored  to  demonstrate,  tliat  many  of  the 
interpretations  put  by  Judge  Peck  upon  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Lawless  could  have  been  conceived  only  by  the 
very  spirit  of  judicial  cavilling;  by  none  but  a  tyrant  in  the 
meridian  of  his  tyranny;  by  nothing  but  the  very  genius 
of  despotism  in  its  maddest  freaks.  He  pronounced  Judge 
Peck  himself  to  be  the  most  accomplished  libeller  that  had 
ever  appeared  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  declared  that  his 
whole  commentary  upon  the  publication  of  "A Citizen," 
was  a  tissue  of  libels  offensive  to  decency.  The  charge 
of  falsehood,  absurdity,  libel,  ran  through  it;  it  was  the 
phantom  which  haunted  his  imagination  when  he  sent  this 
man  to  prison.  Frail  would  be  the  tenure  by  which  tlie  peo- 
ple would  hold  their  libeHies,  if  an  American  citizen  could 
be  punished  by  a  judge  for  the  coinage  of  his  own  brain; 
if,  frantic  with  rage,  byaspeciesof  school -boy  cavilling,  he 
might  perpetrate  this  indignity  upon  an  American  citizen! 
Mr.  Lawless  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  the 
laws  in  relation  to  land  claims  in  Missouri  at  the  time  of 
writing  and  publishing  the  ai  tide  for  which  he  was  pun- 
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ished.  He  had  approached  much  nearer  to  grammatical 
and  substantial  accuracy  tlian  had  been  supposed  by 
Mr.  McD.  yestei-day.  He  had  correctly  represented  the 
opinions  of  Judge  Peck.  The  judge  had,  nevertheless, 
declared)  in  his  answer,  in  relation  to  almost  every  speci- 
fication in  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  tliat  it  was  un- 
true. Were  Mr.  Lawless  the  judge.  Judge  Peck  himself 
would  be  liable  to  be  attached  and  punished  for  contempt; 
but  God  forbid  that  Mr.  Lawless  should,  in  tliat  event, 
have  the  power  to  decide  upon  his. own  case.  That  gen- 
tleman had,  in  his  publication,  imputed  to  the  judge  the 
doctrine  that  the  regulations  of  the  Governor  General  of 
Louisiana  had  the  effect  of  annulling  the  grants  of  lands 
for  services.  It  was  fortunate  for  Mr.  Lawless  that  this 
case  had  occurred  in  1826,  before  the  great  national  ques- 
tion of  nullification  had  been  raised:  if  it  had  not,  Mr. 
Lawless  might  have  been  attached  and  punished  for  charg- 
ing Judge  Peck  with  nullifying  the  regulations  of  the 
Governor  General.  The  vanity  of  the  judge  had  been 
cut,  by  giving  his  opinions  without  his  remarks.  Mr.  Law- 
less had  given  the  substance,  stripped  of  the  featliers.  He 
bad  dared,  with  sacrilegious  hands,  to  tear  the  opinion  of 
the  judge  from  his  sacred  context,  and  to  give  it  to  the 
public  without  his  arguments;  and  for  this  he  was  to  be 
sent  to  jail,  disfranchised,  and  deprived  of  his  rights. 

Having  completed  his  analysis  of  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Lawless,  of  which  no  sufficient  idea  can  be  formed  from 
this  imperfect  report,  Mr.  Mcp.  appealed  to  the  can- 
dor of  the  honorable  court,  to  say  whether  that  publica- 
tion contained  a  solitary  word  or  syllable  disrespectful  or 
contemptuous  to  the  court  or  the  judge.  It  would  be 
difficult  for  them  to  lay  their  finger  upon  any  political  or 
other  publication  to  perfectly  respectful  as  that  was.  Was 
there  in  it  a  word  of  censure  or  of  reproach?  It  was  the 
practice  in  South  Carolina  for  every  lawyer  to  make  his 
own  statement  of  any  exceptions  which  he  may  take  to  an 
opinion  of  the  judges  in  the  courts  below,  and  to  lay  It 
before  the  same  judges,  who  constituted  the  Court  of  Ap^ 
peals  in  tliat  State.  There  was  not  one  case  in  one  hun- 
dred of  that  description  in  which  the  lawyers  were  as  cor- 
rect in  giving  the  opinion  of  the  judges  as  Mr.  Lawless 
had  been  in  representing  the  opinion  of  Judge  Peck. 
They  were  not  expected  to  give  the  dress  and  the  feathers 
of  the  judge.  They  were  expected  to  give  the  opinion  as 
they  understood  it.  Mr.  McD.  said  he  had  never  made 
a  statement  in  a  bill  of  exceptions  as  correctly  as  that 
which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Lawless,  in  his  publication, 
of  the  opinion  of  Judge  Peck.  Differing,  as  he  did,  from 
the  judge,  it  was  natui-al  that  he  should  put  a  different 
construction  upon  his  opinions;  but  for  this  no  lawyer  in 
that  State  had  ever  been  sent  to  jail.  Every  man,  whe- 
ther in  our  courts  or  in  the  gladiatorial  halls  of  legislation, 
was  liable  to  have  his  argument  misunderstood  and  misre- 
presented: but  he  did  not  wince  at  this,  or  rise  up  on 
every  occasion,  and  say,  I  did  not  make  that  remark,  or 
that  argument.  Was  every  man  to  be  punished  for  m'ls- 
conceiving  an  argument  or  an  opinion? 

The  Secretary  having,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  McD., 
read  to  the  court  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  that 
honorable  manager  appealed,  with  perfect  confidence,  to 
the  court,  to  say  whether  a  more  harmless  or  respectful 
publication  could  have  been  made;  whether  a  man,  who 
could  regard  that  publication  as  a  contempt,  and  punish 
it  by  sending  its  author  to  jail,  and  depriving  him  of  his 
right  to  follow  his  professional  occupation,  and  of  the 
means  of  subsisting  his  family,  was  not  a  judicial  tyrant, 
calling  for  exemplary  punishment  at  the  hands  of  this  au- 
gust tribunal?  According  to  the  principles  which  he  had 
cited  from  the  English  books,  any  subject  of  England 
might  publish  a  commentary  or  an  opinion  of  a  judge,  if 
he  did  not  ascribe  corrupt  motives  to  it.  It  was  public 
property,  and  liable  to  anim.id version,  provided  that  the 
ir  limits  of  criticism  were  not  transcended.     This  was 


the  English  law.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  more  free,  and  allowed  a  greater  latitude.  What  was 
the  criticism  of  Mr.  Lawless?  Was  it  upon  the  opinion  of 
the  court?  No,  air:  that  judgment  had  been  pronounced 
six  months  before.  The  decree  had  been  entered.  >lr. 
Lawless  had  not  taken  exception  to  it  after  the  case  h&d 
been  taken  out  of  that  court.  The  criticism  was  upon  the 
long  argument  of  Judge  Peck,  published  in  a  newspaper, 
after  the  judgment  had  been  rendered.  The  caise  was 
pending  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  tiie  United  States; 
and  Judge  Peck  miglit  have  been  attached  for  a  contempt 
of  that  court,  in  publishing  his  argument  in  the  nevs- 
papers,  upon  much  better  grounds  than  those  upon 
which  he  attached  and  punished  Mr.  Lawless.  The  opin- 
ion of  Judge  Peck,  as  published,  had  not  been  delivered 
in  term  time;  it  was  published  in  vacation.  Mr.  Law^leai 
had  just  as  much  right  to  criticise  it  as  the  Judge  had  to 
publish  it;  and  it  was  entiUed  to  no  more  respect  than  if 
it  liad  been  delivered  on  the  busting^.  We  had  heard 
much  about  judicial  decency  and  decorum.  Judge  Peck 
had  misconceived  both  by  going  into  the  newspapers;  and 
his  published  opinion  was  not  entitled  to  the  decent  and 
respectful  notice  which  it  had  received  from  Mr.  Lawless. 
Any  citizen  possessed  a  full,  free,  and  clear  right  t<»4n%-cs- 
tig^te  that  opinion.  He  considered  the  judge  to  have  been 
extremely  censurable,  in  publisliing  his  opinion  wlule  the 
case  was  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Whatever  might  be  the  character  of  the  contempt 
imputed  to  Mr.  Lawless,  whatever  might  be  thought  of  it, 
the  judge  bad  transcended  the  limits  of  all  authority  in 
infiicting  upon  him  the  particular  punishment  which  he 
had  visited  upon  him  for  tlie  offence.  Fine  and  imprison- 
ment were  tiie  only  punishment  of  a  citizen  authorized  by 
the  law  of  England  or  of  the  United  States  in  cases  of  con- 
tempt. Certainly,  Congress  had  never  delegated  any 
power  to  inflict  a  greater  punishment  for  the  highest 
g^*ades  of  contempt.  Any  officer  of  a  court,  any  attorney 
practising  in  a  court,  for  malversation,  fraud,  peculation, 
unfair  dealing  with  his  clients,  for  any  base  or  disgraceful 
act,  where  convicted  of  fraud  or  perjury,  might  be  stricken 
from  the  rolls  of  the  court,  as  unwortiiy  of  confidence. 
For  these  causes,  in  England  and  the  United  States,  the 
couils  had  assumed  the  power  of  striking  from  their  lists 
of  practising  attorneys.  But  Judge  Peck  had  not  pretend- 
ed that  Mr.  Lawless  liad  been  guilty  of  any  of  these.  Did 
not  this  honorable  court  perceive  that  tiiere  was  no  rela- 
tion between  the  offence  and  the  punishment  of  that  gen- 
tieman  ?  Because  Judge  Peck's  dignity  had  been  offended, 
because  he  chose  to  think  the  publication  of  Mr.  Law^less 
calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and  contempt  upon  his  court, 
had  he  a  right  to  strike  him  from  the  list  of  attorneys  prac- 
tising in  his  court,  and  to  deprive  him  and  his  family  of  the 
means  of  subsistence?  Mr.  Lawless  was  a  lawyer,  a  pub- 
lic man,  in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  interest  of  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  tiie  citizens  of  Missouri:  they  had  a  right 
to  his  professional  services,  and  this  tyrannical  judge  had 
said  that  he  would  deprive  him  of  his  and  their  rights. 
He  had  exercised  a  tremendous  power,  not  called  for  by 
any  public  consideration,  nor  justified  by  any  law,  but  ori- 
ginating in  the  malevolent  passions  of  the  petty  judge  by 
whom  the  sentence  had  been  pronounced.  Having  pre- 
sented to  the  court  the  fkcts  and  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  managers,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
prayed  its  judgment  m  this  case,  Mr.  McD.  would  offer  a 
few  general  remarks  on  the  danger,  the  real,  great,  and 
alarming  danger,  of  the  precedent  which  would  be  estab- 
lished by  this  honorable  court,  if  Judge  Peck  should  be 
suffered  to  go  unpunished  for  tiiis  high  misdemeanor. 

He  liad  violated  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  the  most 
dangerous  form.  He  had  violated  the  right  of  trial  by 
jury,  by  drawing  to  himself  the  power  to  trv  and  punbh, 
m  a  summary  manner,  an  offence,  which,  it  it  were  one, 
was  a  proper  subject  of  ordinary  indictment  and  trial. 
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An'.l  he  had  defended  his  tyrannical  conduct  by  the  alle- 
.Tition,  that  the  char^^e  of  violating  the  liberty  of  the 
pres3  was  the  stale  declamation  by  which  demagogues, 
slanderers,  and  libellers,  attempted  to  justify  themselves, 
and  to  bring  the  Government  into  contempt.  He  trusted 
that  liberty,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  was  not  thus  to  be 
hushed  and  sneered  out  of  the  capital  of  the  United 
Slates  by  a  petty  provincial  judge.  When  a  European 
monarch  had  been  hurled  from  his  throne  for  daring  to 
tioiate  the  liberty  of  the  press,  were  we  to  be  told  that 
the  liberty  of  the  press  was  only  tlie  theme  of  dema- 
gogues' Tyrants,  alone,  would  so  designate  it.  It  had 
been  justly  said,  tliat  the  liberties  of  mankind  coidd  not 
■uirvive  the  destruction  of  tlie  liberty  of  the  press.  Even 
Hume,  the  English  historian,  the  apologist  of  tyrants,  had 
declared,  that  no  people  having  the  liberty  of  the  prcfs 
could  be  enslaved.  He  had  said,  that  the  only  difference 
m  Government,  between  his  time  and  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth,  was,  that,  when  he  wrote,  England  enjoyed  the 


liberty  of  the  press;  tint,  with  this  privilege,  Turkey  her-   that  for  which  Mr.  Lawless  had  been  punished.     The 


self  would  be  comparatively  free.  And  yet  we  are  told 
by  this  judge,  that  this  was  tlic  theme  of  demagogues. 
He  called  upon  this  honoi  able  court  to  look  at  the  dangler 
of  the  precipice  on  which  they  stood,  if  they  set  the  pre- 
cedent of  acquitting  this  judge.  Suppose  he  should  be 
condemned  by  this  tribunal;  suppose  he  should  gfo  back 
to  Missouri,  and  proclaim  that  he  had  been  made  the 
victjai  of  party  feeling,  as  he  had  said  in  defence  before 
the  other  House,  where  he  had  grossly  reflected  upon 
tij.it  House;  suppose,  that  when  he  arrived  in  Missouri, 
he  should  make  the  welkin  ring  with  his  charges  against 
Jiiis  court;  would  they,  aAer  the  sedition  law  had  been 
dhven  from  the  statute  book,  make  themselves  the  legis- 
btors,  and  judges,  and  executioners,  of  the  law,  by  pun- 
ishing Judge  Peck  for  his  calumnies  against  them?  Would 
any  man  think  of  sending  for  him  to  answer  for  the  free 
iuvestigntion  which  he  might  think  proper  to  indulge  in? 
Would  this  honorable  court  act  upon  the  pnnciple  which 
«J»ey  would  consecrate  by  the  acquittal  of  Juclge  Peck? 
And  yet  such  would  be  the  tendency  of  his  acquittal. 
?*y^rj  editor  in  tlie  United  States  was  liable  to  be  im- 
mtircd  within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  upon  the  principles 
asseiifid  by  Judge  Peck,  unless  this  honorable  court 
would  say  tliat  it  would  be  extremely  dangerous  for  the 
President,  Senate,  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  pun- 
ish editors  for  the  daily  calumnies  published  upon  them, 
a-t  Judge  Peck  bad  punished  Mr.  Lawless.  Should  the 
.Senate  of  Rome  not  punish  a  libel,  and  yet  delegate  the 
pQwerto  punish  to  its  provincial  proconsuls?  Should  it 
be  said  that  a  proconsul,  reeking  with  the  blood  of  his 
feilow^itizens,  may  exercise  a  power,  may  be  trusted 
with  this  power,  rather  than  the  Senate  of  Rome?  It  was 
said  tliat  the  King  of  England  could  do  no  wrong,  and 
Ui;it  the  judges,  deriving  their  authority  from  him,  and 
If  Iministering  hb  justice,  were  entitled  to  an  equal  pro- 
jection. Judge  Peck  derived  liis  power  from  the  Presi- 
civut  and  Senate.  You  may  slander  them  as  much  as  you 
rhoose;  and  yet  you  may  not  slander  this  pitiful  emanation 
\ji  their  authority. 

Mr.  McD.  contended  that,  if  any  public  functionary 
[Kigiit  to  be  held  responsible  to  the  press,  which  was  the 
r>rgan,  the  only  time  organ,  of  the  people,  it  was  the 
pudges,  who  alone  held  their  offices  during  good  bcha- 
irior.  If  you  would  preserve  the  independence  of  the 
jiidiciary,  make  tliem  do  their  duty,  and  punish  tliem  for 
^ansgrcssing  it.  In  this  age,  when  tyrants  were  over- 
*-belmed,  and  tlirones  overturned,  for  violating  the  liber- 
ty of  the  pr^pa,  would  you  suffer  your  judges  to  trample 
iiI>on  it  with  impunity?  He  had  always  been  in  favor  of 
:lk^  independence  of  the  judiciary,  ami  agunst  tlie  rotato- 
^'  principle;  but  if  the  doctrine,  that  the  judges  were  not 
i»54b!e  to  tlie  anima  Iversion  of  the  public  press,  be  esta- 
Lilished,  God  forbid  that  he  should  permit  the  independ- 
Vol.  V1I.--2 


encc  of  the  judiciary  to  continue  for  a  moment  longer 
than  he  could  help.  A  judge  was  as  impalpable  as  air,  if 
yoir  could  not  reach  him  through  the  public  press.  You 
must  permit  him  to  go  on  with  his  outrages,  without  com- 
plaint, until  you  could  bring  him  before  this  august  tri- 
bunal. You  might  bring  him  to  account  here,  but  no 
where  else.  Had  we  come  to  this,  that  we  may  not  call 
a  judicial  tyrant  by  his  right  name;  that  we  may  not  call 
him  to  account  for  his  crimes  and  misdemeanors?  In  the 
worst  days  of  Paris  the  cry  of  tyranny  was  allowed. 
«♦  Down  with  the  tyrant"  was  echoed  and  re-echoed  from 
one  end  of  Paris  to  the  otlier.  But  when  a  judge  com- 
mitted an  outrage,  we  may  not  characterize  it  in  the  ap- 
propriate langiiage. 

It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise  it.  If  this  judge 
should  be  held  guiltless,  there  could  be  no  judicial  out- 
raec  which  would  not  be  clearly  justified  by  the  prece- 
delit.  It  had  never  occurred  to  a  majority,  in  the  most 
inflammable  times,  to  punish  so  harmless  an  article  as 


precedent  of  an  acquittal  in  this  case  would  justify  any 
judge  in  laying  down  any  principle  to  justify  such  an 
outrage.  The  most  insidious  encroachments  of  power 
would  be  sanctioned  by  precedents  of  this  kind.  It  was 
no  extravagant  supposition  to  imagine  that  this  Govern- 
ment might,  at  some  period  hereafter,  be  administered 
under  the  influence  of  party  passions;  that  a  party  might 
get  into  power  by  intrigue  and  management,  and  that  it 
might  occur  to  that  party,  consisting  of  a  minority,  to 
attempt  to  maintain  their  power  by  muzzling  or  suppress- 
ing the  freedom  of  the  press.  They  might  not  pass  a 
sedition  law,  but  they  might  appoint  ten  thousand  djstrict 
and  territorial  judges;  they  might  send  justices  of  the 
peace  into  every  town  and  parish  in  the  Union;  and  each 
of  these,  upon  the  doctrine  of  Judge  Peck,  might  drag 
an  editor  before  him,  punish  him  for  contempt,  and  thus 
destroy  the  liberty  of  the  press.  It  was  impossible  to  tell 
the  extent  to  which  this  principle  might  be  carried  by 
party  judges,  in  party  times.  It  must  appear  mucli  bet- 
ter, in  the  view  of  ever}'  statesman,  to  suflfer  the  most  un- 
just libels  to  be  published  in  tlie  newspapers,  and  to  let 
their  poisoned  arrows  recoil  upon  tliemselves,  than  to 
suppress  the  hberty.of  the  press.  But  what  was  the  liberty 
of  Mr.  Lawless,  according  to  tlie  practical  doctrine  of 
Judge  Peck  ?  It  was  the  liberty  of  being  sent  to  prison, 
incarcerated  with  common  felons,  and  deprived  of  the 
means  of  his  subsistence,  for  respectfully  diflTering  in 
opinion  with  the  judge. 

A  wise  man  of  antiquity,  upon  being  asked  what  was 
the  best  form  of  Government,  justified  the  character 
which  he  had  received  by  the  answer,  that  that  was  the 
best  in  which  an  injury  done  to  a  single  citizen  was  felt 
as  an  injury  done  to  the  whole  community.  There  was 
not  a  man  in  the  country  that  ought  not  to  make  the  in- 
jury done  to  Luke  E.  liwless  his  own.  "We  were  told 
that  he  was  an  Irishman.  He  deserved  infinite  credit, 
when  ordered  to  prison,  for  tlie  moderation  which  he  ex- 
hibited, for  not  dragging  the  tyrant^  as  Virginius  had 
dragged  the  tyrant  Appuis,  from  the  throne.  As  (sod 
was  his  judge,  he  believed,  that  if  the  case  of  Mr.  Lawless 
had  been  his;  if  he  had  been  ordered  to  prison,  be  and 
his  family,  and  deprived  of  tlie  means  of  subsistence,  ho 
should  have  dragged  him  from  his  seat  on  the  bench. 
He*1iad  his  whole  Ufe  lived  in  abhorrence  of  despotism, 
in  every  shape,  whether  in  a  judge,  or  an  overseer  of 
slaves;  and  he  considered  that  this  petty  judge  had  been 
guilty  of  tyrannical  conduct  wliiQh  would  have  disgraced 
a  slave-driver. 


Tuesday,  Dec.  21. 

Tlie  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 
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Trial  of  Judge  Feck. 


[Dfx.  22,  23,  1830. 


The  House  of  Representatives  came  into  the  Senate 
Chamber  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  resumed  the  floor,  and  concluded  his 
opening  speech,  commenced  yesterday,  against  the  re- 
spondent. [The  renPkarkt  made  on  both  days  are  embo- 
died above,  instead  of  dividing  them,  as  delivered.] 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  offered  the  documentary  evi- 
dence in  behalf  of  the  prosecution. 

The  Court  then  adjourned. 

Wedttxsdat,  Dsc.  22. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

The  day  was  occupied  in  receiving  the  testimony  of 
Luke  E.  Lawless,  and  in  examining  him.  Before  the 
cross-examination  was  finished,  the  Court  adjourned. 

TuuBSDAT,  Dxcsmbeb  23. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into 
a  High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

The  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Lawless  was  resumed, 
and  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  sitting  of  this  day. 
In  the  course  of  that  examination,  both  yesterday  and  to- 
day, a  variety  of  points  were  raised,  and  argued  with  great 
ability  by  the  Managers  and  the  Counsel  for  the  respond- 
ent, on  the  admissibility  of  certain  questions  propounded 
to  the  witness.  The  most  important  of  these,  and  that 
the  decision  of  which  will  probably  protract  (be  cross- 
examination  at  least  a  day  or  two,  was  the  point,  whether 
Mr.  Lawless  should  be  required  to  say,  wnether  certain 
designated  passages  in  tlie  opinion  of  Judge  Peck,  in  tlie 
case  of  Soulard's  heirs,  were  the  parts  of  that  opinion 
upon  which  he  based  the  assertion,  made  in  the  publica- 
tion of  <*  A  CiTrzxjr,"  that  Judge  Peck  had  assumed  the 
position,  « that,  by  the  Ordinance  of  1754,  a  sub^elegate 
under  the  Spanish  Government  of  Louisiana  was  prohi- 
bited from  making  a  grant  of  lands  in  consideration  of 
services  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered?"  The  Senate,  after 
ingenious  and  able  arguments  by  Mr.  Bucbakait  and  Mr. 
8T0BB8,  in  behalf  of  the  Managers,  and  by  Mr.  Wibt,  in 
behalf  of  the  respondent,  decided,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-two 
to  ten,  that  the  question  might  be  put,  and^  must  be  an- 
swered. This  will,  it  is  supposed,  lead  to  a  similar  exami- 
nation of  the  witness  in  relation  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  advanced  all  the  propositions  contained  in  his 
publication  on  the  opinion  of  JudjK  Peck,  for  which  he 
was  committed  and  suspended  m)m  practice  by  tiie 
judger 

The  narrative  part  of  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Lawless  will 
afford  the  means  of  information  to  the  general  reader  as 
to  tlie  circumstances  which  have  led  to  this  impeachment. 
It  is  therefore  subjoined.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
the  heirs  of  Soulard  filed  a  petition  In  the  District  Court 
for  Missouri,  of  which  the  respondent  is  and  was  the 
Judge,  to  try  the  validity  of  their  claim  to  ten  thousand 
arpents  of  land,  under  a  concession  alleged  to  have  been 
issued  by  Trudeau,  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper 
Louisiana,  to  Antoine  Soufaud,  the  ancestor  of  the  peti- 
tioners.    Mr.  Lawless  was  the  counsel  in  the  case. 

LvKB  Edwabd  Lawless,  Esq.  having  been  called  and 
•worn,  gave  a  historical  narrative  of  the  proceedings,  so  far 
as  related  to  the  case  of  Soulard,  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  State  of  Missouri,  under  the  act 
of  Conp^ss  of  1824^  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  in 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  their  claims,  and  in  relation  to  the  circumstances 
which  had  led  to  his  commitment  and  suspension  by  that 
court.  He  testified,  in  substance,  that,  in  the  case  of  Sou- 
lard's heirs  against  the  United  States,  he  had,  as  counsel 
for  the  plaintiffs,  argued  it  on  a  general  demurrer.  It 
was  thought  by  some  of  the  profession  whom  he  consulted, 
that  it  would  be  well  to  have  his  argument  printed  $  and  it 


was  accordingly  printed.  Upon  the  exhibition  to  him  by 
Mr.  BvcuAKAir,  one  of  the  honorable  managers,  of  one  of 
the  printed  copies  of  the  argument,  he  said  that  it  was  the 
same.  The  demurrer  was  subsequently  withdrawn;  and 
the  District  Attorney  filed  his  answer  to  the  petition  of 
the  claimants.  While  taking  the  deposition  of  one  of  the 
former  Lieutenant  Governors  of  Upper  Louisiana,  Jud^ 
Peck  mentioned  that  he  had  read,  or  had  caused  to  be 
read  to  him,  the  argument  of  Mr.  Lawless^  a  copy  of 
which  that  gentleman  said  he  had  sent  to  him  before  thit 
time.  When  tlie  court  ag^in  sat,  Judg^  Peck  directed  lo 
issue  to  try  the  question,  whether  such  a  concession  as 
that  under  which  tlie  plaintiffs  claimed  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion had  ever  been  made?  It  was  found  that  it  had  been 
mac!e{  such  as  it  was  set  forth  to  be  in  the  petition  of  the 
claimants.  The  cause  then  came  on  upon  its  merits  and 
the  proofs.  Mr.  Ijiwless  ag^in  argued  it  very  much  at 
length.  This  was  in  the  spring  of  18S5.  The  coQrt 
took  the  case  under  advisement,  and  reserved  it  for  future 
decision.  He  was  absent,  and  the  judge  decided  it  in  bis 
absence.  Mr.  Lawless  was  not  present  when  the  decision 
was  made;  but  Judge  Peck  postponed  making  up  tbe  re* 
cojd  for  taking  an  appeal  until  the  counsel  returned. 
When  he  returned,  the  record  was  made  up,  the  appeal 
taken,  and  the  appeal  bond  gpven.  This  was  in  Decem- 
ber, 1825.  In  Marcti  following,  about  the  30th,  he  sav, 
in  the  Republican  newspaper,  published  at  St.  Louis,  an 
article  headed,  "Peck,  Judge,"  and  found  it  to  purport 
to  be  an  opinion  or  argument  in  justification  of  the  decree 
of  the  District  Court  entered  in  the  case  of  Soulai'd's  heirs 
against  the  United  States. 

It  appeared  to  him  to  contain  a  great  many  errors,  in 
fact  and  in  doctrine.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  calculated 
injuriously  to  affect  the  public  opinion  upon  that  and  a 


v 


ariety  of  other  similar  claims,  in  which  he  was  concerned 
as  counsel.  The  article  was  anonymous,  and  he  looked 
on  it  as  an  argument  not  presented  by  the  Judge,  who) 
his  opinion  was  delivered.  It  produced  a  great  sensation, 
tended  to  depress  the  hopes  of  his  clients,  and  to  depre* 
ciate  considerably  the  value  of  their  property.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  rather  to  be  an  inquiry  of  what  the  law  should 
be,  than  a  peremptory  decision  of  what  it  was.  In  the 
opening  of  that  opinion,  the  Judge  expressed  doubts  as 
to  the  law,  and  seemed  to  feel  as  if  he  were  wandering 
through  a  wilderness  to  reach  the  desired  object.  Further 
discussion  seemed  to  be  invited  of  the  points  involved  in 
that  decision.  Taking  all  tliese  considerations  into  view, 
and  believing  that  as  a  citizen,  independently  of  his  cba^ 
racter  as  counsel,  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  point  out 
the  errors  in  the  published  opinion  of  the  judge,  and  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  he  could,  the  injury  they  were  likely  to 
produce,  Mr.  Lawless  took  up  his  pen,  and  wrote  tbe  ar- 
tide  signed  *•  A  Citizen,"  which  was  published  in  the 
Missouri  Advocate  and  St.  Louis  Enquirer,  of  the  8th  of 
April,  in  the  same  year.  Shortly  after  that  the  District 
Court  sat  by  special  adjournment.  He  attended,  and  took 
his  place  hi  court.  Upon  taking  his  seat,  and  disposing 
of  some  business,  the  judge  pulled  a  newspaper  out  of  bis 
pocket,  stated  what  paper  it  was,  and  asked,  with  sppt* 
rent  emotion,  who  was  its  editor,  addresnng  himself,  as 
Mr.  Lawless  thought,  particularly  to  the  District  Attorney, 
or  to  the  bar  generally.  Mr.  Lawless  replied,  that  be 
knew  who  was  the  editor  of  the  paper,  and  that  it  was 
one  Stephen  W.  Foreman.  He  believed,  from  his  manner, 
tliat  tlie  judge  had  in  view  tbe  article  which  he  had  writ- 
ten; and  he  was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be  brought 
up  for  discussion.  The  judge  asked  Mr.  Lawless  if  he 
would  swear  to  the  fact  as  to  the  editor.  He  a^id  he  would, 
and  was  accordingly  swum.  Describing  the  article,  Judp 
Peck  dictated  a  rule  upon  the  editor,  to  show  cause  why 
he  had  published  it.  The  rule  was  served  upon  the  editor, 
and  Mr.  L^twless  volunteered  as  counsel  for  him,  he  being 
'the  author  of  the  article,  and  considering  it  his  duty  to 
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defend  the  editor.  He  applied  to  no  other  person  to  ap- 
pear for  him.  Mr.  Lawless  urged  the  editor  by  no  means 
to  give  up  the  author,  using  every  argument  that  he  could 
to  satisfy  hira  that  it  was  his  duty  not  to  yield  on  such  an 
occasion.  He  appeared  in  court  the  day  afler  the  order 
was  issued,  and  defended  the  editor  on  all  the  grounds 
vhich  sugn^sted  themselves  to  his  mind;  on  the  ground 
of  the  perfect  truth  of  tlie  article,  and  of  tlie  absence  on 
its  face  of  all  intention  to  commit  a  contempt.  In  demon* 
stratJng  the  truth  of  the  article,  he  recurred  to  the  pub- 
lished  opinion  of  tlie  judge,  to  all  that  the  article  con- 
tained, and  pursued  the  same  course  of  argument,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  as  far  as  his  humble  abilities  would  per- 
mit, which  had  been  taken  by  the  honorable^  Manager 
who  had  opened  this  case.  He  produced  all  tlie  authori- 
ties which  he  could  rake  up  on  the  occa»on,  to  sliow  that 
the  publication  of  ••  A  Citizen"  was  not  a  contempt.  Im- 
mediately af^er  concluding  his  argument,  which,  he 
thought,  had  occupied  more  than  one  day,  he  left  the 
court;  and  he  understood  that  Mr.  Geyer,  a  gentleman  of 
the  St.  Louis  bar,  had  also  afterwards  stepped  forward  in 
defence  of  the  editor. 

When  Mr.  Lawless  returned  into  court,  he  found 
Judge  Peck  about  to  make  the  rule  absolute  for  an  at- 
tachment upon  the  editor.  Considering  that  the  judge 
appeared  to  point  at  him  as  the  author  of  the  article,  in- 
asmuch as  the  rights  of  his  clients  were  involved  in  the 
case,  he  chang^  his  view  of  the  course  which  the  editor 
ought  to  pursue,  and  assented  to  the  giving  up  of  his  own 
name  aa  the  author.  Mr.  Foreman  was  then  discharged 
from  the  rule,  and  a  rule  was  made  on  Mr.  Lawless,  to 
show  cause  w{)y  an  attachment  should  not  isiue  against 
him,  and  why  he  should  not  be  suspended  from  practice 
in  that  court  for  having  written  the  article  as  set  forth  in 
the  attachment.  Mr.  Geyer,  Mr.  Magennis,  and  Mr. 
Strother,  members  of  tlie  bar,  appeared  before  Judge 
Peck,  the  next  day,  he  believed,  and  argued  the  matter 
as  his  counsel.  When  they  attempted  to  demonstrate  the 
intrinuc  truth  of  the  article  of  **  A  Citizen,"  they  were 
stopped  by  the  judge,  told  that  he  had  decided  and  dis- 
posed of  that  question,  and  that  it  was  not  open  for  further 
argument.  They  then  proceeded  to  discuss  the  questions 
of  pure  law  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  Their  authorities 
and  arguments  on  that  point  were  overruled  by  the  judge, 
who  ordered  the  article  to  be  read  to  him,  parag^ph  by 
paragraph,  by  Mr.  Bates,  the  District  Attorney,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  and  comment  upon  each  paragraph  as 
it  was  read.  Tlie  manner  of  the  judge,  in  treating  the 
subject,  was  exceedingly  vehement;  he  was  more  impas- 
sianed  than  he  had  ever  seen  him.  In  his  observations, 
he  permitted  himself  to  use  expressions  which  Mr.  Law- 
less considered  offensive  to  him  as  a  man  and  a  gentleman. 
The  witness  felt  himself  irritated  by  them,  and  perhaps 
his  countenance  exhibited  evidences  of  that  irritation.  He 
was  apprehensive  that  he  might  betray  his  feelings  by 
some  expression  or  gesture,  and  he  thought  it  best  to 
leave  .the  court.  He,  therefore,  asked  his  friend,  Mr. 
Geyer,  if  he  thouglit  it  would  be  a  contempt  for  him  to 
leave  the  court  while  the  judge  was  speaking:  Mr.  Geyer 
tiiougbt  no  contempt  could  be  inferred  from  his  leaving 
the  court.  He  rose  up  and  lefl  the  court,  and  went  to 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  then  sitting, 
before  which  it  so  happened  that  a  case,  in  which  he  was 
employed  as  leading  counsel,  was  about  to  be  ti'ied.  It 
vu  the  case  of  some  slaves,  who  had  sued  Peter  Choteau 
for  the  recovery  of  their  freedom.  He  was  counsel  for 
tite  defendant.  While  this  trial  was  proceeding,  he  was 
informed  by  the  deputy  marshal  the  rule  of  an  attachment 
sgainst  him  had  been  made  absolute  by  Jud^  Peck;  and  he 
was,  therefore,  obliged  to  leave  the  Circuit  Court.  When 
He  appeared  in  the  District  Court,  conducted  by  the  deputy 
marshal,  he  was  informed  by  Judge  Peck,  that  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  that  interrogatories  should  be  propounded 


to  him,  as  he  understood  him,  for  the  purpose  of  emU>ling 
him  to  purge  himself  of  the  alleged  contempt. 

To  this  the  witness  replied,  that  he  did  not  require  any 
interrogatories  to  be  propounded  to  him;  and,  if  pro« 
pounded,  he  should  not  answer  them.     He  did  not  recollect 
whether  he  then  stated  any  reasons  to  the  court  for  de- 
clining.    He  tendered  exceptions  to  the  decision  of  the 
judge,  with  his  reasons,  which  the  judge  refused  to  file. 
An  order  was  then  made  out  for  his  commitment  to  prison 
for  twenty-four  hours,  and  for  his  suspension  from  prac- 
tice in  that  court  for  eighteen  months.     A  copy  of  the 
order  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  marshal,  and 
the  witness  was  conducted  to  the  jail  of  the  county  of  St. 
Louis,  locked  up  in  a  room  where  common  felons  had 
been  imprisoned,  as  he  was  inibrmed  and  believed.     Mr. 
SouUrd  and  Mr.  Rector  accompanied  him,  and  were 
locked  up  in  the  room  with  him.     Af\er  witness  had  been 
there  some  time,  he  called  for  the  jailer,  and  requested 
him  to  show  him  the  order  of  commitment,  which  he  did. 
AfVer  he  had  examined  it,  he  determined  to  petition  the 
circuit  court  for  a  writ  of  habea»  eorma,  in  order  to  ap- 
ply for  a  release,  on  gfrounds  which  ne  thought  he  had 
discovered  in  the  order  itself.     The  judge  of  that  court 
granted  the  writ,  and  decided  to  discharge  him  from  pri- 
son, on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  seal  to  the  order  or 
signature  of  the  judge.     He  was  accordingly  discharged, 
and  heard  no  more  on  the  subject  from  Judge  Peck.    An 
order  was  also  made  out  to  suspend  him  from  practice  for 
eighteen  months,  and  he  was  not  restored  until  his  luffpen- 
sion  had  expired  by  limitation.     It  appeared  further,  from 
the  testimony  of  the  witness,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land; that  he  lef\  that  country  in  1810;  that  he  went  to 
France,  and  that  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1816. 
[It  is  said  that  he  was  an  ofHccr  in  the  army  of  Napoleon 
at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.]     He  declared  his  intention  in 
the  Marine  Court  of  New  York,  as  soon  as  he  arrived  in 
that  city,  to  apply  for  a  certificate  of  naturalization  as  an 
American  citizen;  and  he  accordingly  obtained  his  certi- 
ficate at  St.  Louii,  in  J.Q22,    He  had  been  admitted  to 
practise  in  Kentucky,  both  by  Judge  Johnson  and  Judg^ 
Barry,  the  present  Postmaster  General  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  on  with  the  tide  of  emigration  to  St. 
Louis,  in  Missouri. 

FaiDav,  Dbckxbzr  24. 

After  despatching  several  private  subject%  and  spending 
some  time  in  Executive  business. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

The  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Lawlkss  was  continued 
up  to  the  hour  of  adjournment.  It  reached  only  to  the 
sixth  specification  in  the  publication  of  "A  Citizen." 
The  searching  ability  displayed  by  Mr.  Wibt  on  the  oc- 
casion was  met  by  unusual  vigor,  talent,  and  decinon,  on 
the  part  of  the  witness. 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  eleven,  and  the  court  till 
twelve  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

MoVDAT,  Dkckxbsh  27. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of 
Impeachment. 

Mr.  Wibt,  the  leading  counsel  fbr  the  respondent,  re- 
sumed and  concluded  the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Law- 

LSSS. 


TUISDAT,   DSCSMBKB   28. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  minor  business, 

The  Senate  agwn  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of 

Impeachment. 

Hjexbt  S.  Getxb,  a  member  of  the  Missouri  bar,  the 

Rev.  Tboxas  Hobbsii,  and  Abtbvb  L.  Ma»xhwis,  an- 
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other  member  of  the  Missouri  bar,  were  examined,  andiToir  Rector,  witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  impeachment. 


cross-examined,  as  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  Mouse  of 
Representatives. 

WsDKssDAT,  December  29. 

THE  PRESIDENCY. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  rose  to  offer  a  joint  resolution  to 
amend  the  constitution,  so  as  to  limit  the  service  of  any 
individual  in  the  Presidency  to  two  terms.  He  was  un- 
derstood to  say,  in  substance,  that,  according^  to  the  ex- 
isting article  of  the  constitution  on  the  subject,  a  Presi- 
dent was  eligible,  by  re-election  at  successive  terms,  for 
life.  Usage  had  hitherto  restricted  the  period  of  presi- 
dential service  to  Iwo  terms.  Washington  had  refused 
to  be  elected  for  a  third  term;  and  his  example,  which 
had  become  a  kind  of  law,  had  been  followed  to  the  pre- 
sent time;  but  it  was  a  law  so  weak  as  to  render  it  liable 
to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  any  ambitious  incumbent,  who 
might  denre  to  continue  in  office.  In  the  Federal  Con- 
vention, by  whom  the  constitution  had  been  framed,  the 
principle  of  limiting  the  continuance  of  the  President  in 
office  to  a  single  term  of  seven  years,  had  been  carried 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  but  it  was  as  often  evaded. 
Some  had  been  in^  favor  of  more  terms  than  one;  others 
had  supported  the  election  of  a  President  during  good 
behavior.  These  preferred  a  number  of  terms  to  a  ungle 
term,  and  had  united  in  the  adoption  of  the  present  pro- 
vitton.  The  usage  of  two  terms  had  been  so  long  con- 
timied,  that  he  was  disposed  to  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  tlie 
constitution.  It  liad  been  approved  by  popular  opinion, 
and  a  joint  resolution  to  that  effect  had,  some  sessions 
ago,  been  almost  unanimously  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate.  If,  however,  the  Senate  should,  at  Uiis  time, 
prefer  a  single  term  of  seven,  or  even  of  six  years,  he 
should  have  no  objection.  He  then  submitted  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution,  promising,  at  the  proper  lime,  to  as- 
sign his  reasons  in  its  favor: 

*'  Reaohedhy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiives  of 
the  United  SttUea  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  coneurrine.  That  the  following 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  be 
proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  th9  several  States,  which, 
when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  tjiree-fourlhs  of  the 
States,  shall  be  valid,  to  sdl  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
the  constitution: 

«*  That  no  person,  who  shall  have  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  President  of  the  United  States  a  second  time, 
shall  again  be  eligible  to  that  office.*' 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

At  twelve  o'clock  tiie  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into 
a  High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Meredith  announced  the  absence  of  his  friend  and 
colleague,  [Mr;  Wirt,]  in  this  case.  He  had  been  called 
home  to  Baltimore  by  the  dangerous  illness  of  one  of  his 
children.  He  felt  the  embarrassment  of  his  own  situa- 
tion, occasioned  by  this  unpleasant  circumstance.  To  be 
deprived  of  the  aid  of  his  colleague  at  any  time,  or  on 
any  occasion,  would  to  him  be  a  cause  of  regret;  but  in  a 
case  of  tliis  magnitude,  so  interesting  to  the  respondent, 
and  so  interesting  to  the  community,  to  be  deprived  of  his 
services  was  a  source  of  deep  regret.  What  he  should, 
therefore,  propose,  with  the  consent  of  the  managers  on 
the  other  side,  was,  that  they  should  proceed  to  finish  the 
examination  of  the  witnesses^  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  that  this  lionorable  court  should  adjourn 
over  to  Monday  next,  to  await  the  return  of  Mr.  Wirt. 

Mr.  BucHARAR  said,  that  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  would  acquiesce  in  what- 
ever the  court  might  determine  to  be  its  pleasure  on  the 
occasion. 

CbarlesS.  HBxrsTEAR,  Edward  CHARLE9s,and  Whar- 


were  then  called,  sworn,  examined,  and  cross-cxmined. 

Tlie  certificate  of  naturalization  of  Mr.  Lawless,  the 
protest  of  the  Spanish  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper 
Louisiana,  against  the  regulations  of  Morales^  and  sundry 
other  papers,  were  produced  as  evidence. 

Mr.  Buchanan  then  said,  that  the  Managers  for  tlic 
House  of  Representatives  hei'e  rested'  the  cause  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Meredith  renewed  his  application  for  a  suspension 
of  the  trial  until  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  the  court  determined 
to  adjourn  over  to  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  Sanate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

TuuRSDAT,  Decekrer  30. 

The  Senate  was  principally  occupied,  this  day,  in  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business. 


Friday,  Decem rer  31. 
THE  PRESIDENCY. 

The  joint  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Presidential  term  of  service,  submitted  on 
Wednesday  by  Mr.  DICKERSON,  was  read  a  secontl 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
DicKERsoN,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Forstth,  Mr.  Bcr^et, 
and  Mr.  Knight. 

Tlie  Senate  thon  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Ex- 
ecutive business,  and  remanicd  upwards  of  tliree  hours 
with  closed  doors. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  January  3,  1831. 

Tlie  honorable  JOHN  C.  CALHOUN,  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  appeared  this  day  and  took  tlie 
Chair  as  President  of  the  Senate. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  morning  business,  the  Se- 
nate resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Wirt, 
the  leading  Counsel  of  Judge  Peck,  the  Court  of  Im- 
peachment, on  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  adjoumeil 
to  twelve  o'clock  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  submitted  the  following  resolul ion: 

Besohed,  That  nothing  contained  in  any  of  tiie  rules  for 
conducting  impeachments,  made  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
May,  1830,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  Sena- 
tor, when  he  shall  give  his  vote  on  the  question  of  guilty 
or  not  guilty  on  anv  article  in  an  impeachment,  from  as- 
signing his  reasons  for  such  vote. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business,  and  spent  upwards  of  two  hours  oh  it,  and  then 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  jAirrARY  4. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  LIVINGS- 
TON,  explaining  the  rules  to  conduct  impeachments,  so 
as  to  allow  any  Senator  to  assign  his  reasons  for  his  vote 
on  the  question  of  guilty  or  not  guilty,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  tiie  resolution  was  predicated  upon 
a  doubt  whether  the  rules  adopted  in  May  last  did,  or 
did  not,  \ allow  Senatora  to  assign  their  reasons  for  the 
votes  tiiey  might  g^ve  on  the  pending  impeachment.  He 
was  rati)er  mdiiferent  than  otherwise  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  resolution.  Its  object  was  to  settle  the  doubts  wbicli 
existed  on  the  subject;  and  that  object  would  be  attained, 
whether  the  resolution  should  be  rejected  or  adopted. 
Both  sides  of  the  question  presented  difficulties.  The 
Court  consisted  of  forty  eight  members;  and  if  every 
member  were  to  express  his  sentiments,  after  the  Mana- 
gers and  the  Counsel  for  the  respondent  had  been  hesr*l, 


25 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS, 


26 


Jax.  5,  1831.] 


Naoigation  and  Commerce, — THal  of  Judge  Peck. 


[S IK ATX. 


a  great  deal  of  time  would  be  coniumed.  On  the  other 
hani,  the  right  to  speak  on  the  occasion  was  one  which 
he  consdered  a  proper  priTileget  and  he  was,  upon  the 
whole,  disposed  to  affirm  it. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  resolution 
was  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

NAVIGATION  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  bill  to  abolish  the  charge  of  ten  dollars  for  pass- 
ports and  four  dollars  for  clearances  granted  to  ships  and 
vessels  bound  to  foreign  ports,  and  to  repeal  the  duties  on 
clnnajnon  and  other  spices,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  SMITII,  of  Mar}'land,  said  that  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Finance 
in  consequence  of  the  representation  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  our  navigating  interest 
wus  in  a  depressed  condition.  The  charges  for  passports 
and  clearances  had  been  imposed  in  1796,  when  we  were 
iu  want  of  revenue,  and  for  one  or  two  other  reasons 
which  the  honorable  Senator  gjtf^ted.  The  revenue  of  the 
Government  was  now  abundi^it;  and  to  take  off  these 
charges,  which  amounted  to  4  very  small  annual  sum, 
would  aflTord  some  little  relief  to  the  merchants.  The 
second  section  of  the  bill  was  also  predicated,  in  part,  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary,  in  which  it  had  been  stated 
that  nothing  was,  in  fact,  derived  from  the  duties  on 
spices.  From  some  cause  or  otlier,  the  drawback  on 
these  articles  amounted  to  more  than  the  duties.  More, 
therefore,  was  lost  to  the  Government  than  was  gained 
from  that  source.  Spices  had  become  a  necessary  of  life, 
and  were  freely  used  in  every  family,  however  poor;  and 
'^  the  duties  on  them  yielded  nothing  to  the  treasury,  he 
co»ild  perceive  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  repeal- 
ed, and  why  the  bill  should  not  pass. 

The  bUl  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business,  the  Se- 
nate adjourned. 


Wbdkisdat,  Jaw.  5. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment.  The  managers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  respondent  and  his  counsel, 
having  taken  their  seats, 

Mr.  MEREDITH  rose  and  opened  the  grounds  of  de- 
fence,    lie  said  that  the  honorable  manager,  who  had 
stated  the  case  for  the  impeachment,  had  properly  advert- 
ed to  its  great  importance,  both  to  the  respondent  and 
the  community.     To  the  respondent  personally,  it  was 
undoubtedly  of  very  deep  interest,  in  its  character  and  its 
consequences.     He  was  charged  with  the  exercise  of  an 
arbitrary,  oppressive,  and  usurped  judicial  power,  from 
malicious  motives,  to  the  great  disparagement  of  public 
justice,  and  to  the  subversion  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.     If  this  charge  were  sustained 
by  tliis  honorable  court,  the  respondent  would  be  doomed 
to  meet  not  only  the  lasting  reproaches  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, but  the  g^evous  conseqiiences  of  removal  from  of- 
fice, and,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  sentenced  to  a 
perpetusd  ostracism  from  the  confidence  and  honors  of  his 
country.     Considerations  of  this  kind  entitled  him  to  tlie 
most  serious,  calm,  and  dispassionate  deliberation  upon 
his  case.     Other  considerations  called  for  cool  and  candid 
examination.     ITie  surest  safeguard  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people  was  to  be  found  in  the  firm  and  independent  ad- 
ministration of  justice;  and  it  became  them  to  look  to  the 
lafety  of  that  portal  which  the  constitution  had  placed 
iround  the  judicial  authority  of  the  country.     If  the  doc- 
trine on  which  this  impeachment  had  been  supported 
were  sustained,  questions  would  arise  out  of  the  case  of 
deep  and  lasting  importance.     His  duty  on  the  occasion 
vas  an  exceedingly  simple  one;  it  was  witlrin  prescribed 
limitf ,  and  to  these  he  should  confine  himself.     He  had 


to  state  the  grounds  of  defence  on  which  the  respondent 
relied,  with  the  evidence  to  support  that  defence.     The 
transaction  which  bad  produced  this  impeachment  could 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words.     The  respondent,  as  judge 
ofrthe  District  Court  of  the  United  States  in  Mismuri,  had 
pronounced  an  opinion  in  a  case  of  very  great  importance, 
and  had  been  induced  to  publish  that  opinion  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  that  country.     It  was  already  in  proof,  and 
would  more  fully  be  shown  in  evidence  hereaAer,  that  the 
opinion  had  been  published  not  only  at  the  request  of  the 
members  of  tlie  bar,  but  of  those  persons  generally  who 
were  interested  in  the  case.     One  of  the  counsel  con- 
cerned in  it  had  thought  proper  afterwards  to  publish, 
anonymously,  under  the  signature  of  *<  A  Citizen,"  not  a 
fair  critic'ism  upon  it,  but  a  bare  enumeration  of  what  he 
termed  the  errors  of  the  Court,  some  of  its  principal 
errors  in  fact  and  in  doctrine,  some  of  the  assumptions  of 
the  judge,  without  assigning  any  reasons  to  sustain  the 
charge.     This  publication,  to  the  mind  of  the  respondent, 
appeared  to  be  a  gross  and  palpable  misrepresentation  of 
his  opinion,  calculated  to  bring  his  court  into  disrespect; 
and  he  proceeded  to  attach  and  punish  its  author  for  the 
contempt.     Af^er  a  patient  hearing  of  two  or  three  days; 
after  giving  to  the  counsel  of  the  author  every  opportu- 
nity to  defend  him,  and  to  him  every  opportunity  to  purge 
himself  of  all  intentional  disrespect  to  the  court;  after  the 
peremptoiy  refusal  of  Mr.  Lawless  to  answer  the  interroga- 
tories propounded  to  him,  and  his  reassertion  of  the  truth  of 
his  publication.  Judge  Peck  had  sentenced  him  to  twenty- 
four  hours'  imprisonment,  and  to  a  suspension  from  prac- 
tice in  his  court  for  eighteen  months.     For  this  the  re- 
spondent had  been  charged  with  a  high  misdemeanor,  and 
with  the  wilful  and  malicious  exercise  cf  an  arbitrary 
and  oppressive  judicial  power.     Mr.  M.  then  proceeded 
to  state  the  facts  and  evidence  by  which  the  respondent 
would  be  able  to  estabUsh  the  positions,  that  a  contempt 
had  been  committed  by  Mr.  Lawless;  that  the  court  pos- 
sessed a  legal  warrant  to  punish  him  for  the  contempt;  ami 
tliat,  if  not,  the  judge  was  influenced,  in  the  case,  by  a 
sense  of  official  obligation  and  duty,  and  not  by  the  wilfiil, 
malicious,  and  arbitrary  motive  and  intention  imputed  to 
him  in  the  article  of  impeachment.  He  gave  a  history  and 
character  of  the  land  claims,  and  the  transactions  out  of 
which   this  impeachment  had  grown;   the  arduous  and 
perilous  difficulties  which  the  respondent  had  to  encoun- 
ter in  the  exercise  of  his  jurisdiction  over  the  alleged  con- 
cessions claimed  under  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  the 
frauds,  meditated  and  apprehended,  against  which  he  had 
to  guard.     He  described  tl\e  case  of  Soulard,  which  had 
led  to  tliis  impeachment,  as  a  select  and  test  cause,  and 
said  that  it  required  no  prophetic  spirit  in  the^  judge  to 
foresee  the  dissatisfaction  which  an  adverse  decision  would 
produce  in  all  the  claimants,     it  would  extinguish  their 
hopes,  as  long  as  the  decision  remained  unrepealed,  or  the 
court  unchecked.     Accordingly,   general  dissatisfaction 
and  dismay  on  tlie  part  of  suitors  did  ensue.     The  Judge 
postponed  the  enrolment  of  his  decree  in  the  case,  to  ena- 
ble Mr.  Lawless  and  his  associate  counsel  to  put  in  their 
exceptions  to  it,  or  to  furnish  further  argument  upon  it. 
This  was  declined  by  them.     The  judge  published  his 
opinion.     The  motives  for  its  publication  were  summed 
up  in  his  answer  to  the  charge  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment.    He  perceived  that  such  publications  were  usual 
botli  in  England  and  America,  and  saw  no  impropriety  in 
the  practice.  On  the  contrary,  the  branch  of  law  involved 
in  the  case  was  new;  its  grounds  had  not  been  fully  argued 
at  the  bar,  and  it  was  proper  that  they  should  be  fully 
opened  for  the  deliberate  consideration  of  counsel;  it  was 
right  that  their  clients  should  see  the  reasoning  of  the 
court  on  the  subject,  and,  if  satisfactory,  that  they  should 
be  saved  from  any  further  expense.     It  was  proper  that 
they  should  see  that  the  court  had  not  hasttily  and  incon- 
wderately  assumed  the  principles  upon  which  the  opinion 
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was  founded,  but  th&t  it  had  conscientiously,  upon  facts 
and  arguments  which  it  could  not  resist,  come  to  its  con- 
cluKon  in  the  case.  Upon  these  reasons,  the  respondent 
confidently  relied  for  the  justification  of  the  publication  of 
his  opinion.  Eight  days  after,  it  was  followed  by  the  pub- 
lication of  *<  A  Citizen,"  in  another  newspaper.  In  this, 
the  respondent  saw  a  g^rois  and  palpable  misrepresenta- 
tion, calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and  contempt  upon  the 
court,  to  provoke  the  resentment  of  the  claimants  towards 
the  judg^,  and  to  brcak^down  the  court  by  the  force  of 
public  opinion.  Was  the*  respondent  justified  in  these  ap- 
prehensions? Notwithstanding  the  gloss  put  irponthe  sub- 
ject by  the  comparison  which  the  honorable  manager 
[Mr.  McOvffte]  had  instituted  between  the  opinion  of 
the  judge  and  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  the  re- 
spondent relied  upon  a  candid  examination  and  compari- 
son by  this  lionorable  court. 

He  would  be  able  to  show,  by  gentlemen  familiar  with 
the  case,  that  he  was  by  no  means  sing^ilar  in  attributing 
misrepresentation  to  the  publication  of  «« A  Citizen." 
Men  of  intelligence,  lawyers,  acquainted  with  all  the  facts 
and  doctrines  of  the  case,  lookmg  with  a  single  eye  to 
see  whether  misrepresentation  was  to  be  found  in  the 
publication  or  not,  would  establish  the  fact.  Thest  same 
witnesses  would  show  the  effect  of  this  misrepresentation. 
If  Mr.  Lawless's  publication  could  be  considered  an  accu- 
rate representation  of  the  conclusions  to  which  the  court 
had^  come  in  that  case,  they  were  so  preposterous,  so  ab- 
surd, that  nothing  but  ignorance — an  ignorance  amoimting 
to  idiocy-^nothing  but  downriglit  corruption,  could  have 
influenced  the  judge.  The  effect  of  tlie  misrepresenta- 
tion had  been  to  destroy  confidence  in  the  court;  the  dis- 
appointment of  the  claimants  was  converted  into  hostility 
to  the  judge;  and  so  great  had  been  the  distrust  and  dis- 
satisfaction, that  memorials  were  sent  to  Congress,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  deprive  the  court  of  its  jurisdicdon 
over  the  claims,  and  to  transfer  it  to  another  tribunal. 

If,  therefore,  tlie  respondent  saw,  or  this  honorable 
court  should  believe  that  he  conscientiously  thought  he 
saw,  an  evil  design  in  the  author  of  the  publication,  what 
course  A'ould  they  say  was  left  him  to  pursue?  Painful 
as  it  was,  there  was  but  one  course  for  him  to  take;  and 
that  was  to  guard  the  sacred  trust  committed  to  liis  charge, 
and  to  punish  the  contempt  as  he  had  punished  it.  In 
this,  Mr.  M.  contended,  that  the  respondent  had  been 
justified  by  immemorial  usage;  by  the  inherent  power  of 
the  courts;  by  a  power  which,  although  sometimes  ques- 
tioned, had  remamed  untouched  in  every  political  strug- 
gle that  had  taken  place;  untouched  in  every  constitution 
that  had  been  adopted  in  the  country.  It  was  justified  by 
American  precedents,  by  the  best  lawyers  and  purest 
patriots  that  ever  adornea  the  bench.  It  would  be  snown^ 
m  due  time,  that  the  power  had  been  exercised  by  all  the 
State  courts;  by  the  highest  court  in  the  Union;  by  the 
Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  cases 
far  more  doubtful  than  this.  The  respondent  was  justified, 
in  treating  and  punishing  the  publication  as  a  contempt, 
not  only  by  the  statute  and  common  law,  but  by  the  law 
universal,  by  precedent,  by  the  decisions  of  all  the  courts 
in  the  country.  But,  if  he  were  not  so  justified,  had  he 
been  governed  by  the  malicious  intention  imputed  to  him 
in  this  impeachment,  what  motive  could  he  have  Iiad?  He 
had  not  had  any  personal  disagreement  with  Mr.  Lawless. 
No  previous  quarrel  had  occurred  between  them.  No 
lurking  resentment  existed.  All  their  measures  with 
each  other  had  been  of  a  perfectly  amicable  nature.  Was 
a  malicious  motive  to  be  found  in  the  character  of  the  re- 
spondent? It  would  be  shown  that  he  was  mild,  concilia- 
tory, and  equable  in  temper;  respectful  and  patient  in  his 
deportment  towards  all — to  the  membera  of  the  bar,  the 
subordinate  officers  of  the  court,  and  to  suitors.  Was 
such  a  motive  to  be  inferred  from  the  transaction  itselP 
It  would  be  proved,  not  by  those  who  could  see  the  trans- 


action only  in  colors  of  resentment;  not  by  witnesses 
who  were  hostile,  or  who  were  present  in  court  only  at 
intervals  while  the  case  was  pending;  but  by  calm,  disin- 
terested, and  intelligent  witnesses,  who  were  present 
during  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  time,  that  the 
manner  of  the  judge  was  not  more  veliement  than  it  usually 
had  been  when  his  mind  was  deeply  exercised  on  any  sub- 
ject; that  it  was  as  mild  as  any  judge  who  had  ever  graced 
the  bench;  that  the  language  he  used  on  the  occasion  was 
addressed  to  the  publication,  and  not  to  its  author;  and 
that,  in  fact,  he  looked  beyond  Mr.  Lawless,  to  other  and 
higher  considerations,  in  awarding  the  attachment  and 
punishment  to  which  he  had  been  sentenced. 

[This  is  but  "a  bird's-eye  view"  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  M] 
Robert  Wash,  Esq.  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Missouri,  was  then  called,  sworn,  and  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  respondent.     At  the  conclusion  of 
his  testimony — 

The  Court  adjourned  over  till  twelve,  and  the  Senate 
till  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

TiTURSDAT,  Ja^TUART  6. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  minor  business,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  the  Senate  ag^n  resolved  itself  hito  a  High  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

John  K.  Walxxr,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Mr.  Pettis,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  were  called, 
sworn,  and  examined  as  witnesses,  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
spondent.    Then  adjourned. 

FniDAT,  Jaxuaby  7. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

J.  B.  C.  LvcAS,  W.  C.  Cars,  and  Jssss  £.  Liksxii, 
were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  in  behalf  of  the  re* 
spondent.     Judge  Wash  was  re-examined  in  part. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

The  Senate  ordered  two  opinions  of  Judge  Pxcx  to  bo 
printed,  and  also  adjourned  to  Moisday. 

MovDAT,  Januabt  10. 

Afler  disposing  of  petitions,  resolutions,  and  some  pri- 
vate bills,  the  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Meredith  apolo^zcd  for  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Wirt,  occasioned  by  indisposition* 

The  deposition  of  Edward  .Bates,  Johst  Bkvt,  and 
Samuel  Merrt,  in  behalf  of  the  respondent,  were,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  parts  expunged  by  agreement, 
and  agreeably  to  a  decision  of  tlie  court,  received  and  read 
as  evidence.  Judge  Carr  was  again  called  and  re-ex- 
amined; and  two  or  three  .other  witnesses  gave  their  tes- 
timony. The  whole  evidence  was  closed,  with  the 
exception  of  some  papers  in  tlie  General  Land  Office. 

TrxsDAT,  JaxuartII. 

The  Senate  again  sat  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment. 

The  sitting  was  consumed  in  the  production  and  exami- 
nation of  documentary  evidence  and  oral  testimony  in  tlie 
case  of  Judge  Peck.  The  honorable  Mr.  Bkktok  wu 
called  to  prove  the  correctness  of  certain  extracts  trans- 
lated by  him  from  a  Spanish  ordinance  into  English.  Co- 
lonel Lawless,  Mr.  Getxr,  and  one  or  two  other  wit- 
nesses were  re-examined.  Finally,  at  about  four  o'clock, 
it  was  announced  by  the  managers  for  the  House  and  tlie 
counsel  for  the  respondent,  that  the  evidence  was  close<I, 
and  that  they  would  proceed  with  the  argument  to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

WXDKXBDAT,  JaKUART  12. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of  | 
Impeachment. 
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In  consequence  of  the  continued  indisposition  of  Mr. 
Wirt,  Mr.  TAZEWELL  moyed  an  adjournment  of  the 
court  till  to-morrow,  when  his  physicians  thought  he  might 
be  sufficiently  restored  to  attend  the  trial. 

The  court  accordingly  adjourned. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business;  and,  after  spending  some  time  there- 
on, adjourned. 

Thubsdat,  Jaxuart  is. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

The  VICB  PRESIDENT  presented  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  physcians  of  Mr.  Wibt,  expressive  of  the  opinion 
that  he  could  not  at  present  leave  his  room,  without  some 
danger  of  a  relapse  at  a  more  important  crisis  in  the  pend- 
ing trial,  and  that  by  Monday  he  would  be  entirely  re- 
stored to  health. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar}iand,  the  Court  ad- 
journed to  meet  agun  on  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

THE  SENECA  INDIANS. 

The  Senate  resumed  its  legislative  character,  and  took 
up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  hereafter  of  an  an- 
nuity of  six  thousand  dollars  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  did  not  recollect  the  particulars 
of  this  bill;  but  he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  under  no  obligation  to  pay  the  money  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  to  Uiese  Indians.  He  called  upon 
some  gentleman  of  the  committee  by  whom  the  bill  had 
been  reported,  to  say  whether  the  obligation  of  the  Go- 
vernment vras  not  to  invest  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  Seneca  Indians;  and  whether  that  obligation  had 
not  been  performed? 

Mr.  DUDLEY  replied,  that,  by  the  treaty  with  these 
Indians,  the  United  States  were  bound  to  invest  in  the 
President,  as  trustee  for  them,  in  stock  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thous- 
and dollars.  The  charter  of  that  Bank  had  expired. 
The  money  was  then  invested  in  six  per  cent.  United 
States*  stock.  That  stock  having  been  reduced,  three 
per  cent,  stock  was  purchased  by  Government  for  the 
Senecas.  The  Government,  nevertheless,  thought  it 
their  duty  to  continue  to  pay  them  six  per  cent,  and  did 
until  a  year  or  two  ago.  Since  that  time,  the  War  De- 
partment conceived  that  there  was  no  law  to  justify  the 
payment  of  more  than  the  three  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  the  investment.  The  Indians  refused  to  receive 
:t.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to  give  an  authority  to  pay 
the  six  per  cent.  These  Indians  were  much  in  want  of 
the  money.  Some  of  the  tribe  were  now  here  waiting 
for  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  believed  the  statement  of  the  member 
from  New  York  to  be  correct,  and,  if  so,  it  appeared  that 
the  obligation  of  the  Government  had  been  performed. 
Were  we  then  bound  to  give  these  Indians  six  per  cent. 
forever?  Their  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  the  profits 
upon  the  sale  of  that  sum,  amounting  to  twelve  thousand 
more,  were  secured  to  them.  The  Government  might  be 
bound  to  invest  the  money  in  the  most  profitable  stock 
for  them,  but  not  to  secure  them  six  per  cent.  He  con- 
sdered  it  best  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  stood,  or  to  make 
a  more  profitable  investment  of  the  money,  if  that  could 
be  done.  These  Indians  had  been  deceived;  too  much 
indulgence  had  heretofore  been  shown  to  them  by  the  ad- 
Bbntstrators  of  the  War  Department;  and  this  had  been  a 
deception,  leading  them  to  suppose  that  they  bad  a  claim 
to  six  percent,  per  annum  upon  the  original  sum  invested 
for  them. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  bill  provided  for  two  objects. 
The  object  of  the  first  section  was  to  put  upon  a  perma- 


nent footing  the  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  dollars 
which  had  been  invested  in  three  per  cents,  for  these  In- 
dians. No  gentleman  could  doubt  that  it  was  competent 
for  Uie  Government  to  appropriate  that  sum  permanently 
for  their  use  and  benefit.  Tne  object  of  the  second  sec- 
tion was  to  appropriate  an  additional  sum  sufficient  to 
make  up  the  difference  between  six  thousand  dollars  and 
the  three  per  cent,  interest  for  1830.  Mr.  Morris  had 
purchased  lands  from  the  Seneca  tribe,  and  had  agreed  to 
pay  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  them.  That  sum 
was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  as  their 
trustee,  and  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  yielded  six  per 
cent.  While  the  charter  of  that  bank  continued,  there 
was  no  difficulty  on  the  subject.  After  it  expired,  the 
money  was  vested  in  three  per  cent,  stock,  which  did  not 
yield  six  per  cent.  For  reasons  satisfactory  to  them,  the 
Government  paid  tlie  deficiency  annually,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent funds  of  the  War  Department,  until  this  adminis- 
tration came  into  power.  They  deemed  the  practice  im- 
proper; and  the  President  had,  therefore,  presented  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  simple 
question  was,  whether  it  would  be  right  and  better  to 
make  up  the  difference  for  one  year,  in  preference  to  a 
misunderstanding  with  these  Indians.  He  tliought  it 
would  be  better  to  make  it  up  for  1830,  and  to  make  a 
similar  appropriation  for  the  present  year,  until  the  matter 
could  be  fixed  on  a  permanent  footing,  than  that  any  dis- 
content should  be  permitted  to  exist  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians.  The  investment  in  three  per  cent,  stock  had 
been  made  without  tlie  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
Indians.  They  had  no  part  in  it.  The  Government  had 
done  it  of  its  own  accord,-  no  doubt  from  the  best  of  mo- 
tives, probably  because  the  best  investment  that  could  be 
made  at  the  time.     He  thought  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  Indians  had 
always  expected  six  per  cent.  If  the  one  hundred  and 
twelve  thousand  dollars  in  three  per  cent,  were  sold  at 
this  time,  they  would,  he  believed,  produce  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
biU. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  that  his  object  had  been  answered 
in  bringing  this  subject  before  the  Senate.  It  was  admitted 
that  the  United  States  had  received  no  property  from 
these  Indians.  The  lands  had  been  obtained  by  Mr. 
Morris;  and  because  the  Government  had  been  made  trus- 
tees in  the  case,  they  must  pay  this  six  per  cent,  in  per- 
petuity. The  simple  question  was,  whether  the  United  » 
States  shall  now  bind  themselves  to  a  perpetual  appropri- 
ation of  upwards  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  merely  because  they  had  assumed  to  become  the 
trustees  for  these  Indians.  Mr.  F.  concluded  by  asking 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  read  that  part  of  the  treaty 
with  these  Indians,  under  which  the  t>bligation  in  question 
had. been  incurred. 

Mr.  SANFORD  inquired  what  were  we  bound  in  good 
faith  to  do  to  those  Indians?  We  were  now  ourselves  con- 
struing the  treaty  with  them.  What  was  the  understand- 
ing of  the  Indians  of  thisOreaty  ?  All  the  acts  done  under 
it  had  been  our  own  acts.  By  these  the  Indians  under- 
stood that  tiiey  were  to  receive  six  per  cent,  upon  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  Government  had 
thought  so.  The  compact  had  been  heretofore  so  con- 
strued by  us,  and  so  understood  by  the  Indians^  All  the^' 
changes  in  the  investments  for  them  had  been  our  own 
acts.  They  knew  nothing  of  them.  Tlie  present  was  a 
new  construction  of  the  compact  with  them,  with  which 
they  had  nothing  to  do.  It  had  been  done  without  their 
assent.     He  was  in  favor  of  tlie  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  in  order  to  obtain  some  information  on  the 
subject,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  till  to-morrow 
morning.  ^ 

It  was  accordingly  so  ordered. 
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other  member  of  die  Missouri  bar,  were  examined,  and 
cross-examined,  as  witnesses  on  behalf  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

WSDNESDAT,  DeCEMRSR  39. 

THE  PRESIDENCY. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  rose  to  offer  a  joint  resolution  to 
amend  the  constitution,  so  as  to  limit  the  service  of  any 
individual  in  Uie  Presidency  to  two  terms.  He  was  un- 
derstood to  say,  in  substance,  that,  according  to  the  ex- 
isting article  of  the  constitution  on  the  subject,  a  Presi- 
dent was  eligible,  by  re-election  at  successive  terms,  for 
life.  Usage  bad  hitherto  restricted  the  period  of  presi- 
dential service  to  iwo  terms.  Washington  had  refused 
to  be  elected  for  a  third  term;  and  his  example,  which 
had  become  a  kind  of  law,  had  been  followed  to  the  pre 


TOK  RccTon,  witnesses  in  behalf  of  the  impeachment, 
were  then  called,  sworn,  examined,  and  cross-cxmined. 

The  cei-tiiicate  of  naturalization  of  Mr.  Lawless,  tlie 
protest  of  the  Spanish  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper 
Louisiana,  against  the  regulations  of  Morales^  and  sundry 
other  papers,  were  produced  as  evidence. 

Mr.  BvcHAKAir  then  said,  that  the  Managers  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  here  rested' the  cause  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  MsBEjiiTH  renewed  his  application  for  a  suspension 
of  the  trial  until  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  the  court  determincJ 
to  adjourn  over  to  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  S(9nate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Thursdat,  December  30. 

I     The  Senate  was  principally  occupied,  tliis  day,  in  the 
sent  time;  but  it  was  a  law  so  weak  as  to  render  it  liable  |  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
to  yield  to  the  pressure  of  any  ambitious  incumbent,  who 


might  desire  to  continue  in  office.     In  the  Federal  Con- 
vention, by  whom  the  constitution  had  been  framed,  the 
principle  of  limiting  the  continuance  of  the  President  in 
office  to  a  single  term  of  seven  years,  had  been  carried 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  but  it  was  as  often  evaded. 
Some  had  been  in  favor  of  more  terms  than  one;  others 
had  supported  the  election  of  a  President  during  good 
behavior.     The^  preferred  a  number  of  terms  to  a  single 
term,  and  had  united  in  the  adoption  of  the  present  pro- 
vimon.     The  usage  of  two  terms  had  been  so  long  con- 
timied,  that  he  was  disposed  to  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  the 
constitution.     It  had  been  approved  by  popular  opinion, 
and  a  joint  resolution  to  that  effect  had,  some  sesaons 
ago,  been  almost  unanimously  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate.     If,  however,  the  Senate  should,  at  this  time, 
prefer  a  single  term  of  seven,  or  even  of  six  years,  he 
should  have  no  objection.     He  then  submitted  the  follow- 
ing joint  resolution,  prominng,  at  the  proper  time,  to  as- 
sign his  reasons  in  its  favor: 

"  Reaohed  by  the  Senaie  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  two- 
thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring;.  That  the  following 
amendment  to  tlie  constitution  of  the  United  States  be 
proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  th^  several  States,  wliich, 
when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of  tjirec-fourths  of  the 
States,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
the  constitution: 


Friday,  December  31. 
THE  PRESIDENCY. 

The  joint  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  In  rela- 
tion to  the  Presidential  term  of  service,  submitted  on 
Wednesday  by  Mr.  DICKERSON,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
DicKSRsoiT,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Forsttb,  Mr.  Bun5ZT, 
and  Mr.  Khioht. 

The  Senate  thon  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Ex- 
ecutive business,  and  remained  upwards  of  tliree  hours 
with  closed  doors. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

MoxDAT,  Jaituart  3,  1831. 

Tlie  honorable  JOHN  C.  CALHOUN,  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  appeared  tliis  day  and  took  the 
Chair  as  President  of  the  Senate. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  morning  business,  the  Se- 
nate resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Wirt, 
the  leading  Counsel  of  Judge  Peck,  the  Court  of  Im- 
peachment, on  motion  of  Mr.  TAZEWELL,  adjoumcil 
to  twelve  o'clock  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  nothing  contained  in  any  of  the  rules  for 
conducting  impeachments,  made  on  the  eleventh  day  of 


"That  no  person,  who  shall  have  been  elected  to  the  I  May,  1830,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  Sena 


office  of  President  of  the  United  States  a  second  time, 
shall  again  be  eligible  to  that  office." 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

At  twelve  o'clock  tlie  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into 
a  High  Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Meredith  announced  the  absence  of  his  friend  and 
colleague,  [Mr.  Wirt,]  in  this  case.  He  had  been  called 
home  to  Baltimore  by  the  dangerous  illness  of  one  of  his 
children.  He  felt  the  embarrassment  of  his  own  situa- 
tion, occasioned  by  this  unpleasant  circumstance.  To  be 
deprived  of  the  aid  of  his  colleague  at  any  time,  or  on 
any  occasion,  would  to  him  be  a  cause  of  regret;  but  in  a 
case  of  this  magnitude,  so  interesting  to  the  respondent, 
and  so  interesting  to  the  community,  to  be  deprived  of  his 
services  was  a  source  of  deep  regret.  What  he  should, 
therefore,  propose,  with  the  consent  of  the  managers  on 
the  other  side,  was,  that  they  should  proceed  to  finish  the 
examination  of  the  witnesses^  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  then  that  this  honorable  court  should  adjourn 
over  to  Monday  next,  to  await  the  return  of  Mr.  Wirt. 

Mr.  BucRAKAR  said,  that  the  managfers  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  would  acquiesce  in  what- 
ever the  court  might  determine  to  be  its  pleasure  on  the 
occasion. 

Charles  S.  HsiirsTBAR,  Edward  CnARLEssand  Whar- 


tor,  when  he  shall  g^ve  his  vote  on  the  question  of  guilty 
or  not  guilty  on  anv  article  in  an  impeachment,  from  af- 
signing  his  reasons  for  such  vote. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business,  and  spent  upwards  of  two  hours  on  it,  and  tttcn 
adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jahuart  4. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  LIVINGS- 
TON, explaining  the  rules  to  conduct  impeachments,  ^* 
as  to  allow  any  Senator  to  assign  his  reasons  for  his  vote 
on  the  question  of  guilty  or  not  guilty,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  L.  said  that  the  resolution  was  predicated  upon 
a  doubt  whether  the  rules  adopted  in  May  last  did,  or 
did  not,  \  allow  Senators  to  assign  their  reasons  for  the 
votes  they  might  g^ve  on  the  pending  impeachment,  ll^* 
was  rather  indifferent  than  otherwise  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  resolution.  Its  object  was  to  settle  the  doubts  wbicii 
existed  on  the  subject;  and  that  object  would  be  attained, 
whether  the  resolution  should  be  rejected  or  adopted. 
Both  sides  of  the  question  presentea  difficulties.  T\\c 
Court  consisted  of  forty  eight  members;  and  if  every 
member  were  to  express  his  sentiments,  afier  the  Man.*- 
gers  and  the  Counsel  for  the  respondent  had  been  hespl. 
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a  great  deal  of  thne  would  be  consumed.  On  the  other 
haiui,  the  rig^ht  to  speak  on  the  occasion  was  one  which 
he  considered  a  proper  pririleg^;  and  he  was,  upon  the 
whole,  disposed  to  affirm  it. 

At  the  sug^gpestion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  resolution 
vas  laid  upon  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

NAVIGATION  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  bill  to  abolish  the  charge  of  ten  dollars  for  pass- 
ports and  four  dollars  for  clearances  |^nted  to  ships  and 
vessels  bound  to  foreigii  ports,  and  to  repeal  tlie  duties  on 
cinnamon  and  other  spices,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Marj'land,  said  that  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Finance 
in  consequence  of  the  representation  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  our  navigfating  interest 
was  in  a  depressed  condition.  The  charges  for  passports 
and  clearances  had  been  imposed  in  1796,  when  we  were 
in  want  of  revenue,  and  for  one  or  two  other  reasons 
which  the  honorable  Senator  ^ted.  The  revenue  of  the 
Government  was  now  abundiiftt;  and  to  take  off  these 
charges,  which  amounted  to  4  y^rw  small  annual  sum, 
vould  afford  some  little  relief  to  the  merchants.  The 
second  section  of  the  bill  was  also  predicated,  in  part,  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary,  in  which  it  had  been  stated 
that  nothing  was,  in  fact,  derived  from  the  duties  on 
spices.  From  some  cause  or  other,  the  drawback  on 
these  articles  amounted  to  more  than  the  duties.  More, 
therefore,  was  lost  to  the  Government  than  was  gained 
from  that  source.  Spices  had  become  a  necessary  of  life, 
and  were  freely  used  in  every  family,  however  poor;  and 
M  the  duties  on  them  yielded  notliing  to  the  treasury,  he 
cwjld  perceive  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  repeal- 
ed, and  why  the  bill  should  not  pass. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

After  the  consideration  of  Executive  business,  the  Se- 
nate adjourned. 


Wedxesdat,  Jaw.  5. 
TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

At  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment.  The  managers  of  th  e  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  respondent  and  his  counsel, 
hiving  taken  their  seats, 

Mr.  MEREDITH  rose  and  opened  the  grounds  of  de- 
fence. He  said  that  the  honorable  manager,  who  had 
stated  the  case  for  the  impeachment,  had  properly  advert- 
ed  to  its  great  importance,  both  to  the  respondent  and 
the  community.  To  the  respondent  personally,  it  was 
undoubtedly  of  very  deep  interest,  in  its  character  and  its 
consequences,  fie  was  charged  with  the  exercise  of  an 
arbitrary,  oppressive,  and  usurped  judicial  power,  from 
malicious  motives,  to  the  great  disparagement  of  public 
justice,  and  to  the  subversion  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  If  this  charge  were  sustained 
by  tills  honorable  court,  the  respondent  would  be  doomed 
to  meet  not  only  the  lasting  reproaches  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, but  the  grievous  conseqiiences  of  removal  from  of- 
fice, and,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  sentenced  to  a 
perpetual  ostracism  from  the  confidence  and  honors  of  his 
countr)'.  Considerations  of  this  kind  entitled  him  to  tlic 
jnost  serious,  calm,  and  dispassionate  deliberation  upon 
his  case.  Other  considerations  called  for  cool  and  candid 
examination.  The  surest  safeguard  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people  was  to  be  found  in  the  firm  and  independent  ad- 
nimistration  of  justice;  and  it  became  them  to  look  to  the 
afety  of  that  portal  which  the  constitution  had  placed 
»round  the  judicial  authority  of  the  country.  If  the  doc- 
trine on  which  this  impeachment  had  been  supported 
yere  sustained,  questions  would  arise  out  of  the  case  of 
aeep  and  lasting  importance.  His  duty  on  the  occasion 
^»n  exceedingly  simple  one;  it  was  witliin  prescribed 
•'n»»ts,  »nd  to  these  he  should  confine  himself.     He  had 


to  state  the  grounds  of  defence  on  which  the  respondent 
relied,  with  the  evidence  to  support  that  defence.     The 
transaction  which  had  produced  this  impeachment  could 
be  told  in  a  very  few  words.     The  respondent,  as  judge 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  in  Missouri,  had 
pronounced  an  opinion  in  a  case  of  very  great  importance, 
and  had  been  induced  to  publish  that  opinion  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  of  that  country.     It  was  already  in  proof,  and 
would  more  fully  be  shown  in  evidence  hereafter,  that  the 
opinion  had  been  published  not  only  at  the  request  of  the 
members  of  the  bar,  but  of  those  persons  generally  who 
were  interested  in  the  case.     One  of  the  counsel  con- 
cerned in  it  had  thought  proper  afterwards  to  publish, 
anonymously,  under  the  signature  of  <*  A  Citizen,"  not  a 
fair  criticism  upon  it,  but  a  bare  enumeration  of  what  he 
termed  the  errors  of  the  Court,  some  of  its  principal 
errors  in  fact  and  in  doctrine,  some  of  the  assumptions  of 
the  judge,  without  assigning  any  reasons  to  sustain  the 
charge.     This  publication,  to  the  mind  of  the  respondent, 
appeared  to  be  a  gross  and  palpable  misrepresentation  of 
his  opinion,  calculated  to  bring  his  court  into  disrespect; 
and  be  proceeded  to  attach  and  punish  its  author  for  the 
contempt.     Af^er  a  patient  hearing  of  two  or  three  days; 
after  giving  to  tlie  counsel  of  the  author  every  opportu- 
nity to  defend  him,  and  to  him  every  opportunity  to  purge 
himself  of  all  intentional  disrespect  to  the  court;  after  the 
peremptory  refusal  of  Mr.  Lawless  to  answer  the  interroga- 
tories propounded  to  him,  and  hisreassertion  of  the  truth  of 
his  publication.  Judge  Peck  had  sentenced  him  to  twenty- 
four  hours'  imprisonment,  and  to  a  suspension  from  prac- 
tice in  his  court  for  eighteen  months.     For  this  the  re- 
spondent had  been  charged  witli  a  high  misdemeanor,  and 
with  tlie  wilful  and  malicioue  exercise  cf  an  arbitrary 
and  oppressive  judicial  power.     Mr.  M.  tlien  proceeded 
to  state  the  fncts  and  evidence  by  which  the  respondent 
would  be  able  to  establish  the  positions,  that  a  contempt 
had  been  committed  by  Mr.  Lawless;  that  the  court  pos- 
sessed a  legal  warrant  to  punish  him  for  the  contempt;  and 
tliat,  if  not,  the  judge  was  influenced,  in  the  case,  by  a 
sense  of  official  obligation  and  duty,  and  not  by  the  wilhil, 
malicious,  and  arbitrary  motive  and  intention  imputed  to 
him  in  the  article  of  impeachment.  He  gave  a  history  and 
character  of  the  land  claims,  and  the  transactions  out  of 
which   this  impeachment  bad  grown;   the  arduous  and 
perilous  difBculties  which  the  respondent  had  to  encoun- 
ter in  the  exercise  of  his  jurisdiction  over  the  alleged  con- 
cessions cliumed  under  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  the 
frauds,  meditated  and  apprehended,  against  which  he  had 
to  guard.     He  described  tlie  case  of  Soulard,  which  had 
led  to  tliis  impeachment,  as  a  select  and  test  cause,  and 
said  that  it  required  no  prophetic  spirit  in  the  judge  to 
foresee  the  dissatisfaction  which  an  adverse  decision  would 
produce  in  all  the  claimants.     It  would  extinguish  their 
hopes,  as  long  as  the  decision  remained  unrepealed,  or  the 
cotirt  unchecked.     Accordingly,   general  dissatisfaction 
and  dismay  on  the  part  of  suitors  did  ensue.     The  Judge 
postponed  the  enrolment  of  his  decree  in  the  case,  to  ena- 
ble  Mr.  Lawless  and  his  associate  counsel  to  put  in  their 
exceptions  to  it,  or  to  furnish  further  argument  upon  it. 
This  was  declined  by  them.     The  judge  published  his 
opinion.     The  motives  for  its  publication  were  summed 
up  in  his  answer  to  the  charge  in  the  article  of  impeach- 
ment.    He  perceived  that  such  publications  were  usual 
both  in  England  and  America,  and  saw  no  impropriety  in 
the  practice.  On  the  contrary,  the  branch  of  law  involved 
in  the  case  wasnew;  its  grounds  had  not  been  fully  argued 
at  the  bar,  and  it  was  proper  that  they  should  be  fully 
opened  for  the  deliberate  consideration  of  counsel;  it  was 
right  that  their  clients  should  see  the  reasoning  of  the 
court  on  the  subject,  and,  if  satisfactory,  that  they  should 
be  saved  from  any  further  expense.     It  was  proper  that 
they  should  see  that  the  court  had  not  hastily  and  incon- 
siderately assumed  the  principles  upon  which  the  opin'nn 
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was  founded,  but  that  it  had  conscientiously,  upon  facts 
and  arguments  which  it  could  not  resist,  come  to  its  con> 
elusion  in  the  case.  Upon  these  reasons,  the  respondent 
confidently  relied  for  the  justification  of  the  publication  of 
his  opinion.  Eight  days  af^er,  it  was  followed  by  the  pub- 
lication of  <*  A  Citizen,"  in  another  newspaper.  In  this, 
the  respondent  saw  a  gross  and  palpable  misrepresenta- 
tion, calculated  to  bring  ridicule  and  contempt  upon  the 
court,  to  provoke  the  resentment  of  the  claimants  towards 
the  judg^,  and  to  break  down  the  court  by  the  force  of 
public  opinion.  Was  the*  respondent  justified  in  these  ap- 
prehensions? Notwithstanding  the  gloss  put  irponthe  sub- 
ject by  the  comparison  which  the  honorable  manager 
[Mr.  McOuFFrc]  had  instituted  between  the  opinion  of 
the  judg«  and  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  the  re- 
spondent relied  upon  a  candid  examination  and  compari- 
son  by  this  honorable  court. 

He  would  be  able  to  show,  by  gentlemen  familiar  with 
the  case,  that  he  was  by  no  means  sing^ilar  in  attributing 
misrepresentation  to  the  publication  of  *•  A  Citizen." 
Men  of  intelligence,  lawyers,  acquainted  with  all  the  facts 
and  doctrines  of  the  case,  looking  with  a  single  eye  to 
see  whether  misrepresentation  was  to  be  found  in  the 
publication  or  not,  would  establish  the  fact.  Thes6  same 
witnesses  would  show  the  effect  of  this  misrepresentation. 
If  Mr.  Lawless's  publication  could  be  considered  an  accu- 
rate representation  of  the  conclusions  to  which  the  court 
had.  come  in  that  case,  they  were  so  preposterous,  so  ab- 
surd, that  nothing  but  ignorance — an  ignorance  amounting 
to  idiocy — nothing  but  downright  corruption,  could  have 
influenced  the  judge.  The  effect  of  tlie  misrepresenta- 
tion had  been  to  destroy  confidence  in  the  court;  the  dis- 
appohitment  of  the  claimants  was  converted  into  hostility 
to  the  judge;  and  so  great  had  been  the  distrust  and  dis- 
satisfaction, that  memorials  were  sent  to  Congress,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  deprivethecourtof  its  jurisdiction 
over  the  claims,  and  to  transfer  it  to  another  tribunal. 

If,  therefore,  the  respondent  saw,  or  this  honorable 
court  should  believe  that  he  conscientiously  thought  he 
saw,  an  evil  desigfn  in  the  author  of  the  publication,  what 
course  would  they  say  was  left  him  to  pursue?  Painful 
as  it  was,  there  was  but  one  course  for  him  to  take;  and 
that  was  to  guard  the  sacred  trust  committed  to  liis  charge, 
and  to  punish  the  contempt  as  he  had  punished  it.  In 
tliis,  Mr.  M.  contended,  that  the  respondent  had  been 
justified  by  immemorial  usag«;  by  the  inherent  power  of 
the  courts;  by  a  power  which,  although  sometimes  ques- 
tioned, had  remamed  untouched  in  every  political  strug- 
gle that  had  taken  place;  untouched  in  every  constitution 
that  had  been  adopted  in  the  country.  It  was  justified  by 
American  precedents,  by  the  best  lawyers  and  purest 
patriots  that  ever  adorned  the  bench.  It  would  be  shown, 
m  due  time,  that  the  power  had  been  exercised  by  all  the 
State  courts;  by  the  highest  court  in  tlic  Union;  by  the 
Circuit  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  cases 
far  more  doubtful  than  this.  The  respondent  was  justified, 
in  treating  and  punishing  the  publication  as  a  contempt, 
not  only  by  the  statute  and  common  law,  but  by  the  law 
universal,  by  precedent,  by  the  decisions  of  all  the  courts 
in  the  country.  Mut,  if  he  were  not  so  justified,  had  he 
been  governed  by  the  malicious  intention  imputed  to  him 
in  this  impeachment,  what  motive  could  he  have  had?  He 
had  not  had  any  personal  disagreement  with  Mr.  Lawless. 
No  previous  quarrel  had  occurred  between  them.  No 
lurking  resentment  existed.  All  their  measures  with 
each  other  had  been  of  a  perfectly  amicable  niiture.  Was 
a  m.alicious  motive  to  be  found  in  the  character  of  the  re- 
spondent? It  would  be  shown  that  he  was  mild,  concilia- 
tory, and  equable  in  temper;  respectful  and  patient  in  his 
deportment  towards  all — to  the  members  of  the  bar,  the 
subordinate  ofliicers  of  the  court,  and  to  suitors.  Was 
such  a  motive  to  be  inferred  from  the  tran«iction  itselP 
It  would  be  proved,  not  by  those  who  could  see  the  trans- 


action only  in  colors  of  resentment;  not  by  witnesses 
who  were  hostile,  or  who  were  present  in  court  only  at 
intervals  while  the  case  was  pending;  but  by  calm,  disin- 
terested, and  intelligent  witnesses,  who  were  present 
during  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  time,  that  the 
manner  of  the  judge  was  not  more  vehement  than  it  usually 
had  been  w*hen  his  mind  was  deeply  exercised  on  any  sub- 
ject; that  it  was  as  mild  as  any  judge  who  had  ever  graced 
the  bench;  that  the  lang^iage  he  used  on  the  occasion  was 
addressed  to  the  publication,  and  not  to  its  author;  and 
that,  in  fact,  he  looked  beyond  Mr.  Lawless,  to  other  and 
higher  considerations,  in  awarding  the  attachment  and 
punishment  to  which  he  had  been  sentenced. 

[This  is  but  "a  bird's-eye  view"  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  M.  ] 
Robert  Wash,  Esq.  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Missouri,  was  then  called,  sworn,  and  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  respondent.     At  the  concluuon  of 
his  testimony — 

The  Court  adjourned  over  till  twelve,  and  the  Senate 
till  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


TinTRSDAT,  Jastuabt  6. 

AAer  the  transaction  of  some  minor  business,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  the  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

JoHx  K.  Walxxr,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Mr.  Pettis,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  were  called, 
sworn,  and  examined  as  witnesses,  in  behalf  of  the  re- 
spondent.    Then  adjourned. 

FniDAT,  January  7. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

J.  B.  C.  Lucas,  W.  C.  Carr,  and  Jsbbx  £.  LiarDXLi, 
were  called,  sworn,  and  examined  in  belialf  of  the  re- 
spondent.    Judge  Wash  was  re-examined  in  part. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

The  Senate  ordered  two  opinions  of  Judge  Pxck  to  be 
printed,  and  also  adjourned  to  Moi;day. 

Monday,  January  10. 

AfVer  disposing  of  petitions,  resolutions,  and  some  pri- 
vate bills,  the  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  Meredith  apologized  for  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Wirt,  occasioned  by  indisposition. 

The  deposition  of  Edward  3ates,  John  Bkvt,  and 
Samuel  Merry,  in  behalf  of  the  respondent,  were,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  parts  expunged  by  agreement, 
and  agreeably  to  a  decision  of  tlie  court,  received  and  read 
as  evidence.  Judge  Carr  was  again  called  and  re-ex- 
amined; and  two  or  three, other  witnesses  g^ve  their  tes- 
timony. The  whole  evidence  was  closed,  with  the 
exception  of  some  papers  in  the  General  Land  Office. 

Tuesday,  January  11. 

The  Senate  again  sat  as  a  Court  of  Impeachment. 

The  sitting  was  consumed  in  the  production  and  exami- 
nation of  documentary  evidence  ana  oral  testiniony  in  the 
case  of  Judge  Peck.  The  honorable  Mr.  Bentox  was 
called  to  prove  the  correctness  of  certain  extracts  trans- 
lated by  him  from  a  Spanish  ordinance  into  English.  Co- 
lonel Lawless,  Mr.  Geyer,  and  one  or  two  other  wit- 
nesses were  re-examined.  Finally,  at  about  four  o'clock, 
it  was  announced  by  tlie  managers  for  the  House  and  Uie 
counsel  for  the  respondent,  that  the  evidence  was  close^l, 
and  that  they  would  proceed  with  the  argument  to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

WxDKxsDAY,  January  12. 

Tlie  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of 
Impeachment. 
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In  consequence  of  the  continued  indispomtion  of  Mr. 
WiKT,  Mr.  TAZEWELL  rooyed  an  adjournment  of  the 
court  till  ta>roorrow,  when  his  phyaicians  thought  he  might 
be  sufficiently  restored  to  attend  the  trial. 

The  court  accordingly  adjourned. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business;  and,  after  spending  some  time  tiiere- 
on,  idjoumed. 

Thursdat,  Jx^vxtlt  13. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  letter  from  one 
of  the  physicians  of  Mr.  Wibt,  expressive  of  the  opinion 
thit  he  could  not  at  present  leave  his  room,  without  some 
(kn^rof  a  relapse  at  a  more  important  crisis  in  the  pend- 
ing trial,  and  that  by  Monday  he  would  be  entirely  re- 
itora!  to  health. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar^iand,  the  Court  ad- 
journed  to  meet  agun  on  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

THE  SENECA  INDIANS. 

The  Senate  resumed  its  legislative  character,  and  took 
up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  hereafter  of  an  an- 
nuity of  six  thousand  dollars  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  did  not  recollect  the  particulars 
of  this  bill;  but  he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Go- 
vernment vas  under  no  obligation  to  pay  the  money  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  to  these  Indians.  He  called  upon 
wme  gentleman  of  the  committee  bv  whom  the  bill  had 
been  reported,  to  say  whether  the  obligation  of  the  Go- 
Tcroment  was  not  to  invest  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  Seneca  Indians;  and  whether  that  obligation  had 
not  been  performed? 

Mr.  DUDLEY  replied,  that,  by  the  treaty  with  these 
Indians,  the  United  States  were  bound  to  invest  in  the 
President,  as  trustee  for  them,  in  stock  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thous- 
and dollars.  The  charter  of  that  Bank  had  expired. 
The  money  was  then  invested  in  six  per  cent.  United 
States'  stock.  That  stock  having  been  reduced,  three 
per  cent,  stock  was  purchased  by  Government  for  the 
Senecas.  The  Government,  nevertheless,  thought  it 
their  duty  to  continue  to  pay  them  six  per  cent,  and  did 
until  a  year  or  two  ago.  Since  that  time,  the  War  De- 
partment conceived  that  there  was  no  law  to  justify  the 
payment  of  more  than  the  three  per  cent,  upon  the 
aiDount  of  the  investment.  The  Indians  refused  to  receive 
it  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to  give  an  authority  to  pay 
the  six  per  cent.  These  Indians  were  much  in  want  of 
the  money.  Some  of  the  tribe  were  now  here  waiting 
for  it. 

Mr.  FOHSYTH  believed  the  statement  of  the  member 
from  New  York  to  be  correct,  and,  if  so,  it  appeared  that 
the  obligation  of  the  Government  had  been  performed. 
Were  we  then  bound  to  give  these  Indians  six  per  cent. 
forever?  Their  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  the  profits 
upon  the  sale  of  that  sum,  amounting  to  twelve  thousand 
nore,  were  secured  to  them.  The  Government  might  be 
^fld  to  invest  the  money  in  the  most  profitable  stock 
for  them,  but  not  to  secure  them  six  per  cent.  He  con- 
■dered  it  best  to  leave  the  matter  as  it  stood,  or  to  make 
a  more  profitable  investment  of  the  money,  if  that  could 
be  done.  These  Indians  had  been  deceived;  too  much 
indulgence  had  heretofore  been  shown  to  them  by  the  ad- 
nunistnitors  of  the  War  Department;  and  this  had  been  a 
caption,  leading  them  to  suppose  that  they  had  a  claim 
to  six  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  the  original  sum  invested 
for  them. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  biU  provided  for  two  objects. 
rhe  object  of  the  first  section  was  to  put  upon  a  perma- 


nent footing  the  one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  dollars 
which  had  been  invested  in  three  per  cents,  for  these  In- 
dians. No  gentleman  could  doubt  that  it  was  competent 
for  the  Government  to  appropriate  that  sum  permanently 
for  their  use  and  benefit.  Tne  object  of  the  second  sec- 
tion was  to  appropriate  an  additional  sum  sufficient  to 
make  up  the  dinerence  between  six  thousand  dollars  and 
the  three  per  cent,  interest  for  1830.  Mr.  Morris  had 
purchased  lands  from  the  Seneca  tribe,  and  had  agreed  to 
pay  one  hundred  tliousand  dollars  for  tliem.  That  sum 
was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  as  their 
trustee,  and  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  yielded  six  per 
cent.  While  the  charter  of  that  bank  continued,  there 
was  no  difficulty  on  the  subject.  After  it  expired,  the 
money  was  vested  in  three  per  cent,  stock,  which  did  not 
yield  six  per  cent.  For  reasons  satisfactory  to  them,  the 
Government  paid  the  deficiency  annually,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent funds  of  the  War  Department,  until  this  adminis- 
tration came  into  power.  They  deemed  tlic  practice  im- 
proper; and  the  President  had,  therefore,  presented  the 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  The  simple 
question  was,  whether  it  would  be  right  and  better  to 
make  up  the  diffierence  for  one  year,  in  preference  to  a 
misunderstanding  with  these  Indians.  He  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  make  it  up  for  1830,  and  to  make  a 
similar  appropriation  for  the  present  year,  until  the  matter 
could  be  fixed  on  a  permanent  footing,  than  that  any  dis- 
content should  be  permitted  to  exist  on  the  part  of  the 
Indians.  The  investment  in  three  per  cent,  stock  had 
been  made  without  tlie  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
Indians.  They  had  no  part  in  it.  The  Government  had 
done  it  of  its  own  accoro,*  no  doubt  from  the  best  of  mo* 
tives,  probably  because  the  best  investment  that  could  be 
made  at  the  time.     He  tliought  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  Indians  had 
always  expected  six  per  cent.  If  the  one  hundred  and 
twelve  thousand  dollars  in  three  per  cent,  were  sold  at 
this  time,  they  would,  he  believed,  produce  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand.  He  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  that  his  object  liad  been  answered 
in  bringing  this  subject  before  the  Senate.  It  was  admitted 
that  tlie  United  States  had  received  no  property  from 
these  Indians.  The  lands  had  been  obtained  by  Mr. 
Morris;  and  because  the  Government  had  been  made  trus- 
tees in  the  case,  they  must  pay  this  six  per  cent,  in  per- 
petuity. The  simple  question  was,  whether  the  United  « 
States  shall  now  bind  themselves  to  a  perpetual  appropri- 
ation of  upwards  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  merely  because  they  had  assumed  to  become  the 
trustees  for  these  Indians.  Mr.  F.  concluded  by  asking 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  read  that  part  of  the  treaty 
with  these  Indians,  under  which  the  obligation  in  question 
had. been  incurred. 

Mr.  SANFORD  inquired  what  were  we  bound  in  good 
faith  to  do  to  those  Indians?  We  were  now  ourselves  con- 
struing the  treaty  with  them.  What  was  the  understand- 
ing of  the  Indians  of  this.treaty  ?  All  the  acts  done  under 
it  had  been  our  own  acts.  By  these  the  Indians  under- 
stood that  they  were  to  receive  six  per  cent,  upon  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  l*his  Government  had 
thought  so.  The  compact  had  been  heretofore  so  con- 
strued by  us,  and  so  understood  by  the  Indians^  All  the^ 
changes  in  the  investments  for  them  had  been  our  own 
acts.  They  knew  nothing  of  them.  Tlie  present  was  a 
new  construction  of  the  compact  with  tliem,  with  which 
they  had  nothing  to  do.  It  had  been  done  without  their 
assent.     He  was  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SMITH,  in  order  to  obtain  some  information  on  the 
subject,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  tiU  to-morrow 
morning.  ^ 

It  was  accordingly  so  ordered. 
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Fbidat,  Jan.  14. 

Mr.  NOBLE  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Reaohoed,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  be  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies 
of  all  the  proceedings  on  file  in  his  office,  relative  to  the 
location  of  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners ap])ointed  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
the  Commissioner  or  Agent  appointed  hy  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  locate  and  make  a  road 
therein  named;"  also  copies  of  all  letters  addressed  to  him, 
relating  to  the  subject  of  the  location  of  the  land  in  ques- 
tion; together  with  the  decision  of  the  late  acting  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  was  aware  that,  by  the  rules  of  the  Sen- 
ate, it  required  their  unanimous  consent  to  consider  the 
resolution  at  this  time.  He  hoped  that  such  consent  would 
be  given.  His  object  was  to  receive  copies  of  all  the 
evidence  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  public  and  private,  which  had  a  bearing  upon 
the  subject  embraced  m  the  resolution  which  he  nad 
offered.  It  was  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  people  of 
Indiana  to  make  the  call  for  the  evidence,  upon  a  subject 
which  interested  them.  He  was  satisfied  Aat  the  people 
of  that  State  would  never  yield  to  the  decision  given  to 
the  act  of  Congress  named  in  the  resolution,  by  the  late 
acting  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  He  ex- 
pected that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  now 
in  session,  would,  by  memorial  to  Congress,  shortly  re- 
present the  rights  of  the  State  by  fact  and  law,  or  to  some 
other  tribunal.  To  meet  their  views  promptly,  when 
they  arrive,  he  desired  all  the  evidence  officially,  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  act. 

The  resolution  was  then,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  a 
second  time,  and  adopted. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  disposing  of 
other  motions,  and  debating  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Peters  and  Pond,  of  Boston. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mo'iTDAT,  Jax.  17. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represent 
tatlves,  announcing  the  resolution  of  tliat  House  to  attend 
the  Senate,  from  day  to  day,  during  the  argument  in  the 
impeachment  now  pending  against  Janes  H.  Pxck,  Dis- 
trict Judge  of  Missouri. 

THE  STORM— VESSELS  IN  DISTRESS. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON,  by  unanimotis  consent,  introduced 
a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  empW,  without  delay, 
two  or  more  vessels,  with  supplies  of  men,  provisions, 
and  other  necessaries,  to  cruise  oif  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  and  succouring  ves- 
sels that  may  have  suflTered  by  stress  of  weather  during 
the  pi*esent  inclement  season,  and  appropriating  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  for  carrying  the  objects  of  the  bill  into 
effect. 

In  asking  leave  to  intro<luce  this  bill,  Mr.  L.  said  that 
its  object  was  to  relieve  our  vessels  and  seamen  that 
might  be  on  the  coast  at  this  very  inclement  season.  Those 
on^*^  who  had  been  in  vessels  in  that  situation,  could  real- 
ize the  suffering  and  distress  to  which  they  and  their  crews 
were  exposed.  The  bill  was  intended  to  enable  the  Pre- 
sident to  fit  out  two  or  more  ships,  to  supply  them  with 
men  and  provisions  that  might  be  needed  at  this  trying 
moment 

Mr.  HAYNE  inquired  whether  the  object  was  to  au* 
thorize  the  President  to  send  out  armed  vessels  belonging 
to  the  navy,  or  merchant  vessels,  and  whether  any  esti- 
mate of  the  expense  had  been  obtained. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  replied,  that  the  Preaident  would 
despatch  on  this  service  aqy  vessel  that  might  be  ready 
for  It,  whether  merchantmen  or  others.  As  to  the  amount 


of  the  expense,  he  had  relied  on  mercantile  gentlemen 
better  qualified  than  he  was  to  judge. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said,  in  substance,  that  he  considered 
the  bill  to  be  unconstitutional;  that,  if  it  were  based  upon 
that  article  of  the  constitution  which  authorized  Congress 
to  regulate  commerce,  it  involved  a  more  extensive  exor- 
cise of  power,  that  of  enabling  the  President  to  send 
vessels  along  the  coast  to  pick  up  wrecks,  than  had  ever 
been  claimed,  even  under  that  clause.  Before  the  bill 
could  be  passed  by  Congress,  and  approved  by  the  Prc:>!- 
dent,  the  effects  of  the  storm  would  be  over.  He  doubted 
the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  bill,  and  he  considered 
that  it  would  be  very  partial  in  its  beneficial  operation. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said  he  had  not  expected  to  hear 
the  extraordinary  objectioo  which  the  Senator  from  >'ir- 
ginia  had  urged  against  the  bill.  He  did  not  derive  his 
constitutional  authority  for  the  bill  from  the  clause  for  re- 
gulating commerce,  but  from  the  general  power  of  tbc 
Government  to  protect  commerce,  and  to  manage  our 
foreign  relations.  Whence  did  we  derive  tlie  power  to 
build  light-houses,  beacons,  and  buoys?  What  arg^imeiit 
was  there  for  employing  the  navy  on  such  occasions,  tliat 
did  not  equally  authorize  the  employment  of  merchaii 
vessels?  He  knew  of  none.  So  much  fur  the  constitu- 
tional objection.  Now  for  the  expediency  of  tlie  meauAire. 
He  did  not  think  that  it  was  to  be  ridiculed  out  of  the 
Senate  by  the  suggestion,  that  these  vessels  were  to  be 
sent  to  pick  up  wrecks.  They  were  to  be  sent  out  to 
.prevent  wrecks;  not  to  remedy  the  miscliief,  but  to  pre- 
vent it.  The  storm  had  now  lasted  four  days.  It  was  ix>t. 
over.  The  wind  was  still  high.  Vessels  had  been,  pro- 
bably, driven  forty  or  fifly  leagues  from  the  coast.  It 
might  be  days,  and  weeks,  and  months,  before  some  of 
them  could  get  into  port.  Their  seamen  might  be  frozen; 
their  rigging  stiff 'With  snow  and  ice.  In  this  situation, 
they  would  consider  the  relief  proposed  to  be  sent  to 
them,  as  a  messenger  from  heaven.  The  constitutional 
objection  weiglied  nothing  with  him.  If  the  measuie 
were,  as  it  would  be,  useful  and  humane,  that  was  enough 
for  him  in  the  present  instance.  It  was  not  New  York 
only,  but  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  and  elsewhere,  from 
which  vessels  could  be  promptly  despatched,  to  rescue 
our  seamen  from  the  fatigues,  and  dangers,  atid  calami- 
ties, incident  to  this  stormy  season. 

Mr.  SILSBEE  said  that  the  proposed  measure  would 
not  be  confined  to  one  port.  Orders  could  be  imme- 
diately sent  to  New  York,  Norfolk,  and  Charleston,  lo 
afford  the  relief  from  suffering  and  dangler  so  well  de- 
scribed  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana.  Some  small  \  es- 
sels,  with  beef,  pork,  and  other  articles,  could  be  at  once 
provided  to  meet  ships  in  distress,  and  would  truly  be 
considered  as  angels  from  heaven.  No  one  who  had  not 
experienced  them,  could  imagine  the  distress  to  which  our 
seafaring  people  were  liable  at  this  season  of  the  ye.nr. 
As  to  the  expense,  more  revenue  would  probably  be  saved 
by  the  measure  than  it  would  cost. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  he  should  interpose  no  other 
objection  than  his  vote  to  tlie  bill.  He  had  asked  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  whether  he  found  hii 
authority  for  this  measure  in  the  power  of  Congress  tc 
regulate  commerce?  but  he  had  received  no  new  light 
upon  the  subject.  The  gentleman  and  he  differed  id 
constitutional  questions  from  the  bottom.  He  could  nd 
find  this  authority  in  the  power  to  create  and  support! 
navy,  nor  in  the  power  to  control  our  foreign  relations! 
What,  sir!  the  power  to  protect  our  own  ships  to  bi 
found  in  the  power  over  our  foreign  relations?  He  rq 
peated,  that,  before  this  bill  could  pass  into  a  law,  tl 
mischief  would  be  done.  The  danger  was  not  at  Savi 
nah,  Charleston,  or  New  Orleans;  it  would  be  great 
along  the  coast  of  Maine  than  any  where  else.  The  stord 
rag^d  there  with  the  greatest  violence.  It  was  not  coij 
templated  to  send  any  rehef  to  that  coast.     The  spot 
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most  exposed  would  derive  the  least  benefit  from  the 
measure. 

Mr.  STL.SBEE  exfilained.  It  was  Charlestown,  in  Mas* 
sachusetta,  to  which  he  had  idlnded.  The  eflfects  of  this 
storm  were  not  over.  They  mig^ht  last  thirty  op  forty  days. 
Vessels  within  one  hour's  sail  of  port  mi^ht  foe  blown  off 
for  leagues.  Many  vessels  would  be  in  that  situation.  It 
vas  to  supply  sueh  ships  with  men  and  provisions  that  this 
bill  has  been  introduced. 

Mr.  HATNE  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce,  and  suggested  that  this  reference  would 
enable  the  Senate  to  aflTord  relief  in  the  most  efficient 
manner,  lie  also  suggested  that  the  Government  now 
possessed  the  means  to  extend  the  most  prompt  aid  to  ves- 
^Is  in  distress.  A  circular  from  the  Treasury  DepaKment 
could  put  in  immediate  requisition  our  revenue  cutters  for 
this  purpose. 

Aner  one  or  two  additional  remarks  from  Mr.  WOOD- 
BURY, Mr.SMITH,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  LIVINGSTON, 
tiie  motion  of  Mr.  HATNE  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thira  reading. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  fortli- 
vith  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  stated  (hat  this  motion  re- 
qHired  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  before  it  could 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  BROWN  objected  to  it,  and  it  could  not,  therefore, 
be  received. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

Judge  Carv  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  was  permitted  to 
tnalce  some  explanation  on  a  point  of  his  fbrmer  testimony. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  a  manager  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  then  rose,  and  addressed 
a  very  learned  and  able  arg^imcnt  to  the  court  in  support 
of  the  impeachment.  Having  concluded  at  four  o'clock, 
the  court  adjourned. 

RELIEF  VESSELS. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  its  legislative  character, 

Mr.  DROWN  withdrew  the  objection  which  he  had 
made  this  morning  to  the  tliird  reading  of  the  biH  for  send- 
ing relief  vessels  off  our  maritime  coast;  and  it  was  then 
Fijad  a  third  time,  ai\d  passed  by  the  following  vote,  Mr. 
FORSYTH  having  required  the  yeas  and  nays. 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Frelinghuyscn, 
Hendricks,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  Livingston,  Marks, 
XaiKiatn,  Noble,  Bobbins,  RuggTes,  Seymour,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Sprague,  Webster,  Woodbury. — ^26. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  ElUs,  Forsyth,  Grun- 
dy, Hayne,  King,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Smith, 
of  Soutli  Carolina,  Tazewell,  Tyler—13. 

Adjmimed. 


TuxsDAT,  Javvart  18. 

After  receiving  petitions,  resolutions,  and  reports  of 
committees,  the  Senate  ag^in  resolved  itself  into  a  High 
Court  of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  one  of  the  managers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  commenced  an  argument  in  support  of 
the  impeachment  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  concluded  at  a 
little  past  three.  He  advanced  and  maintained  the  posi- 
tions that  Judge  Peck  had  no  legal  jurisdiction  over  the 
publication  of  If  pw  Lawless,  even  supposing  it  to  have  been 
a  contempt,  for  which  he  imprisoned  and  suspended  him; 
and  that,  in  truth,  that  publication  was  no  contempt  at  all. 
Mr.  W.  defended  the  liberty  of  Uie  press  with  energy  and 
zeal. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  and  Mr.  STORRS  stated,  for  the  in- 
farmation  of  the  cotmsel  of  the  respondent,  who  will  to- 
Hiorrov  commence  the  argument  in  nis  defence,  the  addi- 
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tional  authorities  which  they  intended  to  pioduee  in  support 
of  the  impeachment. 
The  eouit  and  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Wkdkksdat,  jAKvamr  19. 

After  disposing  of  some  morning  business,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  addressed  the  court  for  three  hoars, 
in  defence  of  the  respondent.  Having  become  exhausted 
in  physical  strength  before  he  coidd  conclude  bis  speech, 
the  court,  at  three  o'clock,  adjourned. 

TnrnsDAT,  jAiruA«T  20. 

The  Senate  spent  the  principal  part  of  to-day  as  a  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  contmued,  without  concluding,  his  ar- 
gunoent  io  defence  of  tlie  respondent. 

Fbidat,  Jastuabt  21. 
IMPEACHMENT  EXPENSES. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  of  other  expenses  incurred  m  the  trial  of  James 
H.  Peck,  District  Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  was  taken  up.  {The  bill  aHows  each  wit- 
ness four  dollars  per  day,  and  twenty  cents  nHeage  for 
travelling  expenses.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryknd,  said  that  the  witnesses  who 
had  attended  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase  had  been  allowed 
but  three  dollars  a  day,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  mile- 
age. He  wished  to  know  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
the  committee  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  wit- 
nesses and  the  mileage  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  IREDELL  replied,  that  when  Judge  Chase  was 
tried,  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  was  six  dollars:  it 
was  now  eight  dolUuv.  The  committee  conceived  it  but 
just  to  fix  tine  compensation  to  the  witnesses  at  one-half  of 
that  which  was  allowed  members. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  that  another  consideration  showed 
the  propriety  of  the  increase.  Tliese  witnesses  had  come 
from  a  much  greater  distance  than  the  witnesses  in  the  case 
of  Judge  Chase.  Most  of  them  were  professional  men, 
and  had,  by  their  absence  from  home,  lost  nearly  a  half 
year's  practice.  He  should  vote  for  the  four  doUars,  and 
would  have  voted  for  six  dollars  if  that  sum  had  been  in 
tiie  bill. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  twelve 
tliousand  dollars  for  the  expenses  of  the  trials  and,  thus 
amended,  it  was  engrossed,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court 
of  Impeachment. 

Mr.  MEREDITH  continued  his  argument  for  the  re- 
spondent until  half  past  three  o'clock,  when  the  court  and 
Senate  adjourned. 

Satuxdat,  Jakuaxt  22. 

The-  Senate  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court 
of  Impeachment, 

Mr.  MEREDITH  concluded  his  argument  at  twenty 
nunutes  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WIRT  then  rose  to  address  the  court  for  the  re- 
spondent. He  regretted  that  he  had  been  the  unwilling 
cause  of  so  much  delay  in  the  progress  of  this  trial,  and 
thanked  the  honorable  court  for  the  humanity  of  the  in- 
dulgence which  they  had  extended  towards  him.  His 
friend  might  also  have  consumed  much  more  time,  in  the 
opinion  of  some,  than  was  necessaiy;  but  it  would  be  re- 
collected that  two-thirds  of  that  time  had  been  used  in 
reading  precedents  from  the  books.  In  a  case  in  which 
the  respondent  was  so  deeply  concerned,  it  would  be  a 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  his  counsel,  if  they  were 
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to  relinquish  any  of  the  ground  which  ^e  honorable  ma- 
nagrers  had  deemed  material  to  their  arffumenti  and  time 
bad  probably  been  saved  by  the  refK&ng^  of  the  books 
which  liad  been  produced  by  lus  colleague.  It  would  not 
be  necessary  to  read  them  again.  He  mould  content  him- 
self with  bestowing  upon  them  a  few  passing  remarks 
when  he  should  come  to  the  cases  which  tbcy  presented. 
Some  topics  which  had,  he  could  not  but  presume,  been 
introduced  for  effect,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  no- 
tice. In  doing  so^  he  beg^d  to  be  understood  as  treating 
the  honorable  managers  with  every  possible  respect.  He 
knew  the  amiable,  upright,  and  enlightened  qualities 
which  adorned  them.  Whatever  they  had  deemed  of  im- 
portance, he  could  not  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  pass  by 
unregarded.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, by  a  large  majority,  in  which  party  had  no 
share,  had  voted  this  impeachment.  What  was  the  object 
of  this  remark.*  Why  was  it  mtroduced  here?  Could  it 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  this  honorable  court,  whe- 
ther the  House  of  Representatives  had  been  hasty  or  hot; 
whether  party  had  influenced  them  in  the  vote  which  they 
gave  for  this  impeachment?  Would  it  be  deeorous  in  the 
respondent,  or  m  those  who  were  connected  with  him,  to 
impeach  their  proceedings?  He  knew  too  well  his  duty 
to  that  honorable  House,  to  thia  honorable  court,  and  to 
his  humble  self,  to  step  so  far  out  of  his  way  as  to  question 
the  motives  for  this  impeachment.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  the  g]4nd  inquest  of  the  nation.  Their 
article  of  impeachment  against  Judge  Peck  was  the  finding 
of  the  grand  jury.  Would  it  be  proper,  in  a  case  before  a 
petit  jury,  for  counsel  to  appeal  to  toe  proceedings  of  the 
grand  jury;  to  say  that  tliey  haci,  by  a  large  majority,  un- 
influenced by  party  spirit,  found  a  bill  of  indictment? 
Would  not  the  court,  m  tliat  case,  stop  counsel,  and  say 
to  him,  sir,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  grand  jury, 
or  its  motives;  we  are  to  try  this  case  upon  its  merits, 
without  reference  to  what  passed  in  the  grand  jury  on  the 
subject?  The  finding  of  the  grand  inquest  is  simply  the 
accusation.  The  honorable  House  had  not  come  here  to 
sacrifice  a  victim  whom  they  had  fore-doomed  to  destruc- 
tion. They  had  done  nothing  more  than  to  declare  that 
the  offence  with  which  the  respondent  had  been  charged, 
was  worthy  of  a  trial.  The  respondent  was  not  there, 
before  the  honorable  House,  upon  his  trial.  They  had 
sent  him  here  to  be  tried.  What  was  tlie  fundamental 
feature  of  a  trial  of  that  sort?  It  was,  that  the  accused 
was  presumed  to  be  innocent  until,  he  had  been  found 
guilty.  But,  if  the  remark  of  which  he  was  now  complain- 
ing were  to  have  wei^t,  that  principle  would  be  reversed. 
The  accused  was  to  be  presumed  to  be  guilty  until  proved 
to  be  innocent.  He  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  the  majo- 
rity, or  the  motive  by  which  this  impeachment  had  been 
instituted  by  the  honorable  House.  He  considered  such 
remarks  improper.  The  respondent  stoo<l  here  unknown, 
almost  alone,  a  stranger  from  the  western  wilds,  to  breast 
the  storm  of  this  impeachment.  He  trusted  to  this  honor- 
able court  for  a  fair  trial,  and  relied  upon  the  correctness, 
and  innocence,  and  purity,  of  his  own  conduct,  for  an  ho- 
norable acquittal.  He  would  be  tried  by  the  simple,  na- 
ked facts  and  principles  of  the  case,  and  not  by  the  dramatic 
exhibition  of  fimcied  analogies  which  they  had  witnessed. 
Was  the  respondent  t^  be  involved  in  the  turpitude  of  all 
the  wicked  judges  of  England f  in  the  guilt  of  the  unspar- 
ing J  efiVeys,  the  tumultuous  Scroggs,  and  the  tyrant  Brom- 
ley? He  trusted  not:  he  hoped  that  he  would  be  tried 
upon  his  own  merits  alone.  He  admonished  the  honorable 
managers,  that  something  was  continually  occurring  to 
remiiM  us  of  the  infirmity  of  human  reason  contending 
agahist  human  prejudice.  This  must  teach  charity  to  all. 
He  apprehended  the  existence  of  some  extraordinary  pre- 
judice which  had  influenced  and  inflamed  the  spirit  of  this 
prosecution.  He,  too,  might  be  the  victim  of  prejudice < 
of  that  friendship  which  a  close  intimacy  had  produced 


with  the  respondent.  He  admitted  an  eqaaK^  of  infirmity 
with  the  honorable  managers.  This  honorable  court 
would  decide  between  them.  To  what  other  cause  than 
prejudice  could  he  impute  the  language  in  which  the  re- 
spondent had  been  held  up  as  a  judicial  tyrant,  a  petty  pro- 
vincial judge,  a  monster,  walking  over  the  fallen  bodies  of 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  his  country?  Tins  picture  of 
wickedness  and  horror  had  been  sent  as  far  as  the  press 
could  range;  as  far  as  the  wings  of  genius  and  eloquence 
could  send  it.  Many  a  father  in  the  remote  parts  of  the 
country  bad  read  tlus  aceoant  with  feelings  of  abhorrence. 
With  the  paper  in  his  hand,  he  had  probably  said  to  bis 
son— see,  what  a  monster  is  now  before  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States!  If  your  country  should  ever  elevate  you  to 
public  station,  never  become  such  a  monster  as  tliis  Peck. 
He  may  no  doubt  have  had  respectable  parents;  he  may 
once  have  been  respectable  himself;  but  see  what  a  mon- 
ster of  crime,  of  shame,  and  of  ignominy,  he  has  now  be- 
come! How  long  would  it  iiot  be  before  this  cruel  error 
could  be  corrected;  before  it  would  be  seen,  upon  tlie  tes- 
timony of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen,  that  this  mon- 
ster was  one  of  the  most  mild,  patient,  kind  and  courteous 
of  human  beings:  so  amiable,  that,  in  the  language  of  one 
of  the  witnessed,  he  was  dear  to  all  who  knew  him.  He 
could  not  help  ascribing  the  terrible  picture  which  had 
been  drawn  of  the  respondent,  to  some  unaccountable  pre- 
judice. He  adverted  to  other  topics,  of  which  the  honor- 
able managers  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  a  discolored 
and  distorted  view. 

The  respondent  had  been  represented  as  an  enemy  to 
the  freedom  of  the  press;  a  principle  sacred  to  all.     He 
was  represented  to  have  scoffed  at  it.     This  judicial  mon- 
ster was  described  as  having  walked  over  the  prostrate 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  as  having  attempted  to  sneer  and 
snarl  it  out  of  existence.     Where  had  he  said  this  of  it? 
Where  had  he  uttered  one  sentiment  of  disrespect  towards 
the  liberty  of  the  press?    Not  here,  certainly.     But  he 
had  done  so  in  his  ciefence  before  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, which  had  been  introduced  as  evidence  here,  for 
the  purpose  of  establislnng  this  charge  against  the  respon- 
dent.    Look  at  that  defence,  and  see  whether  he  has 
treated  the  liberty  of  the  press  with  contempt.     *«  It  is 
said,  that  in  punishing  this  publication  ks  a  contempt,  the 
judge  has  invaded  the  liberty  of  the  press.*'     What  is  the 
liberty  of  the  press?    And  in  what  does  it  consist?     Does 
it  consist  in  a  right  to  vilify  the  tribunals  of  the  country, 
and  to  bring  them  into  contempt,  by  gross  and  wanton 
misrepresentations  of  their  proceedings?    Does  it  consist 
in  a  n|^lit  to  obstruct  and  corrupt  the  streams  of  justice, 
by  poisoning  the  public  mind  with  i*egard  to  causes  in 
these  tribunals,  before  they  are  heard  ^    Is  this  a  correct 
idea  of  the  liberty  of  the  press?     If  so,  the  defamer  has  a 
charter  as  free  as  the  winds,  provided  he  resort  to  the 
press  for  the  propagation  of  his  slander;  and,  under  the 
prostituted  sanction  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  hoary  age 
and  virgin  innocence  lie  at  his  mercy.    This  is  not  the  idea 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press  which  prevails  in  couits  of  jus- 
tice, or  which  exists  in  any  sober  or  well  regulated  iDind. 
The  liberty  of  the  press  is  among  the  greatest  of  ble&sings, 
civil  and  political,  so  long  as  it  is  directed  to  its  proper  ob- 
ject, that  of  disseminating  correct  and  useful  information 
among  tlie  people.     But  tliis  greatest  of  blessings  mav  be- 
come the  greatest  of  curses,  if  it  shall  be  permitted  t<3 
burst  its  proper  barriers.     The  river  Mississippi  is  a  bless- 
ing to  tlie  country  through  which  it  flows,  so  long-  as  \\ 
keeps  within  its  banks;  but  it  becomes  a  scourge  and  a 
destroyer  when  it  breaks  them.      "  The  hberty    of  the 
press  has  always  been  the  favorite  watchword  of  those  xs-hc 
live  by  its  licentiousness.     It  has  been,  from  time  iniiDe< 
morial,  is  still,  and  ever  will  be,  tlie  perpetual  deeaniantxtn^ 
on  the  lips  of  all  libellers.     Oswald  attempted  to   serc-cii 
himself  under  its  aegis,  in  the  case  which  has  been  cite^ 
from  the  l^t  Dallas.     But  the  attempt  was  in  vain.      Th^ 
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court  tMight  him  the  difference  between  the  liberty  of  the 
press  and  the  licentiousness  of  the  press;  nnd,  in  his  fur- 
ther attempt  to  raise  an  impeachment  against  the  jud^^s 
for  that  sentence,  the  House  of  Delegates  confirmed  the 
wholesome  lesson.  If,  indeed^  the  libetly  of  the  press  was 
a  panoply  brcMui  enough  to  cover  every  thing  done  in  its 
name,  nothing  in  the  form  of  a  publication  could  ever  have 
been  punished  as  a  contempt  oi  court.  In  all  the  reports 
ed  cases,  in  which  those  publishers  have  been  called  to 
answer  for  a  contempt,  wherever  the  defence  has  appear- 
ed id  the  report,  it  is  the  liberty  ofttic  press  which  is  the 
perpetual  theme.  It  is  uniformly  claimed  to  be  the  right 
of  the  citizen  to  question  the  acts  of  all  public  men,  and 
the  changes  are  continually  rung  on  that  great  palladium 
of  human  rights  and  human  happiness — the  liberty  of  the 
press;  as  if  human  riglits  and  human  happiness  could  be 
promoted  by  the  prostration  and  destruction  of  courts  of 
jo^lce,  or  by  poisoning  their  streams  in  the  fountain  head. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  subject.  The  judge  has 
never  pretended  that  his  opinions  are  not  to  be  questioned. 
He  inasts,  however,  that  they  are  to  be  questioned  only 
according  to  the  Uws  of  the  land.  One  m(xle  of  question- 
ing them,  under  these  laws,  is  by  appeal  to  a  superior 
courtj  and,  after  the  subject-matter  shall  have  been  finally 
decided,  another  mode  of  questioning  them  is,  by  respect- 
ful discussion,  either  in  the  public  prints  or  elsewhere. 
In  the  present  case,  the  first  mode  of  questioning  the  opi- 
luon,  that  by  appeal,  had  been  resorted  to.  For  the  s;:cond 
mode,  that  of  respectful  discussion,  the  case  was  not  ready, 
because  the  subject-matter  had  not  been  disposed  of  final- 
ly; and  even  if  it  had  been,  it  h'as  been  shown  that  there 
was  no  semblance  of  investigation  in  this  article;  no  pre- 
tence of  discussion  of  any  kind.  It  was  sheer  misrepre- 
sentsftjon;  and  it  does  not  follow,  that,because  an  opinion  of 
a  court  may  be  respectfully  discussed,  it  may,  therefore, be 
misrepresented!  much  less,  that  it  may  be  so  misrepresent- 
ed as  not  only  to  impair  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the 
dignity,  intelligence,  and  purity  of  the  ti*ibunal,  but  to  ven- 
der boUi  the  judge  and  the  coiul  objects  of  universal  con- 
Cemptg  acorn,  and  ridicule;  and  least  of  all,  that,  in  doing 
this,  a  strong  prejudice  shall  also  be  infused  into  tlie  pub- 
lic mind  witn  regard  to  causes  still  pending  in  the  court." 
Was  this  [demanded  Hr.  Wist]  a  sneer  at  the  liberty  of 
the  press f  IVas  there  here  any  snai'I  at  the  liberty  of^^  the 
press?  Was  the  declaration,  that  it  was  the  greatest  of  hu- 
man bles&ngs,  confined  to  the  dissemination  of  trutli  and 
iBtelligenee  among  the  people,  an  attempt  to  bring  the  li- 
berty of  the  press  into  contempt?  Was  not  the  doctrine 
here  laid  down  by  the  judge  the  sound  doctrine  concern- 
ing the  liberty  of  the  press?  And  would  it  not  meet  the 
approbation  of  all,  except  the  libeller?  To  be  useful,  tlwe 
liberty  of  the  press  must  be  restrained.  The  principle  of 
restraint  was  impressed  upon  every  part  of  creation.  By 
restraint  the  planets  were  kept  in  their  orbits.  Tlie  earth 
performed  its  regular  evolutions  by  the  restraint  of  the 
centrifugal  force  operating  upon  it.  The  vine  would  shoot 
into  rank  luxuriance,  if  not  under  the  restraint  of  the  laws 
cT  nature,  by  which  erety  thmg  was  preserved  within  its 
proper  bounds.  Was  not  every  thin^  on  earth  impressed 
vith  this  principle?  and  was  not  the  liber^  of  the  press  to 
be  restrained  to  the  performance  of  its  rightful  functions 
«f  propagating  truth  for  just  ends?  It  was  not  always 
tiiose  who  were  loudest  in  their  clamors  for  the  liberty  of 
tile  pres!^  who  were  its  best  friends.  There  be  those  who, 
when  they  hear  those  bursts  of  genius  and  eloquence  upon 
<he  Eberty  of  the  press,  could  say,  like  poor  Cordeliap— 

**  Uahspp/  thai  I  aa,  I  aaanot  heare 

Mj  heart  into  mf  month:  I  loire  jour  Majatf 

AnmrAUag  lo  my  boad;  nor  more,  nor  le«.** 

He  thought  there  had  been  no  occasion  for  the  remarks 
wrhidi  had  been  made  on  this  subject.  Judge  Peck  loved 
the  liberty  of  the  press  with  as  much  purity  as  those  who 
iud  been  so  loud  m  its  praises.    If  h«  hadj  in  th^  ^m- 


mencement  of  this  trial,  b^en  subjected  to  a  commentary 
so  severe,  what  might  not  be  expected  in  its  sequel?  It 
liad  been  charged  upon  the  respondent,  that  he  had  dared 
to  attempt  to  buy  on*  this  impeachment  by  an  intimation 
that  he  was  entitled  to  consideration  and  exemption,  be- 
cause he  had  decided  the  case  of  Soulard  in  favor  of  the 
United  States.  It  had  been  alleged  that  he  had  tried  to 
buy  off  the  House  of  Representatives  by  dirty  acres.  If 
be  had  done  so,  he  was  a  vile  and  degraded  man,  and,  he 
would  add,  one  of  the  most  consummate  fools  that  ever 
sat  upon  the  bench.  But  where  liad  he  said  this?  At 
the  close  of  his  defence,  he  [Judge  Peck]  observed, 
^*that,  in  this  proceeding,  he  was  actuated  by  a  sense 
of  official  duty.  He  considered  it  his  duty  to  sustain 
the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  court  over  which  he 
bad  been  appointed  to  preside:  he  considered  it  due  to 
the  Government  which  he  represented;  due  to  the  tri- 
bunal, and  due  to  the  suitors  whose  rights  were  com- 
mitted to  its  protection,  to  punish  tliis  contempt  as  lie  did 
punish  it.  He  did  consider  liimself,  and  does  still  consider 
himself,  as  sustained,  at  every  step,  by  the  highest  authori- 
ty. He  believed  it,  conscientiously,  to  be  his  solemn  and 
imperious  duty  to  make  the  example  which  he  did  make, 
more  especially  in  relation  to  tlie  country  in  which  he 
holds  his  courts,  and  the  nature  of  the  claims  which  he 
was  called  upon  to  adjudicate,  and  which  had  prodaced 
this  agitation.  If,  in  so  doing,  he  has  erred,  he  nas  erred 
in  company  with  judicial  characters  with  whom  any  judge 
may  be  proud  to  associate;  and  he  has  yet  to  learn  that 
such  an  error  would  be  a  high  misdemeanor  in  the  sense 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Judge  Peck  is 
perfectly  aware  of  the  purposes  to  be  answered  by  his 
removal,  and  is,  tlierefore,  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  it  has  been  sought  for  the  last  four 
years.  Whether  these  purposes  are  such  as  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  call  upon  them  to  countenance,  by 
ordering  further  proceedings  in  this  case,  is  a  question 
for  others,  not  for  Judge  Peck.  Confident  he  is,  that,  if 
he  had  been  made  of  more  pliant  materials,  and  could 
have  reconciled  it  to  himself  to  consult  his  repose,  rather 
than  his  sense  of  duty,  the  House  would  not  have  been 
troubled  with  this  inquiry."  Was  this,  sir,  a  propotttion  to 
buy  off  impeachment?  Was  this  the  language  of  a  man 
crouching  under  the  charge  which  had  been  a&ged  i^nst 
him?  There  was  no  attempt,  here,  to  acreen  himself  by 
a  bribe;  by  an  appeal  to  the  interest  of  ^e  honorable 
House  of  Representativea.  It  was  the  language  of  a  man 
indignaotiy  asserting  his  innocence,  and  turning  upon  his 
accuser.  It  was  no  attempt  to  buy  off  punishment.  Let 
candid  and  honorable  men  read  and  decide  lor  themselves. 
There  was  another  circumstance  which  he  ^It  himself 
called  upon  to  notice  with  unspeakable  regret.  He  had 
heard  of  it  with  pun,  while  confined  to  his  bed.  The 
respondent,  held  up,  as  he  had  been,  before  these  crowd- 
ed galleries,  and  this  assembled  multitude,  as  a  judicial 
monster;  a  petbr  provincial  tyrant;  thus  caricatured,  em- 
paled and  crucified,  before  this  nation,  with  these  lacerated 
feelings,  having  occasion  to  speak  to  a  point  of  evidence, 
he  had  betrayed  an  emotion  with  his  trembling  hand;  a 
tear  had  started  from  his  eye.  Was  it  wonderful  that  the 
respondent,  innocent  and  simple-hearted  as  a  child,  witli 
his  reputation  at  hazard;  with  an  aged  parent,  whose  gray 
hairs  he  did  not  wish  to  sand  down  to  the  grave  with  sor- 
row, should  have  thus  betrayed  his  feelings  on  the  occa- 
sion? Yet,  an  honorable  manager  [Mr.  Wicklivfx]  had 
represented  him  as  sheddine  feigned  tears,  crocodile  tears, 
before  this  assembly  and  this  nation.  Did  tlie  honorable 
mansjger  recollect  the  proiecution  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
by  Sir  Edward  Coke?  Bid  he  remember  the  spirit  in 
which  that  prosecution  had  l&een  conducted?  Diet  he  re- 
collect that  Sir  Edward  Coke  had  stigmatized  that  gallant 
soldier  as  a  spider  of  hell?  Let  him  ask  the  honorable 
manager  which  character  he  would  rather  bear  with  pos- 
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terity— -that  of  Sir  Wther  Raleigh  or  Sir  Edward  Coke? 
He  had  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
honorable  manager;  he  well  knew  that  unkindness  and 
barbarity  were  far  removed  from  his  heart.  What,  then, 
but  some  unacoountable  prejudice  could  have  induced 
these  remarks^  Tliey  had  gone  to  the  world.  It  would 
be  a  long  time  before  this  trial  would  go  before  the  world, 
to  correct  the  impressions  which  the  representations  of 
honorable  managers  had  made.  He  had,  therefore,  been 
anxious  to  show  that  the  respondent  was  not  the  judicial 
monster  that  he  was  charged  with  being;  that  he  had  not 
violated  the  libertj^  of  the  press;  that  he  had  not  attempt- 
ed to  buy  off  this  impeachment;  that  he  was  amiable, 
patient,  and  forbearing,  both  as  a  man  and  a  judge,  and 
that  the  epithets  applied  to  him  had  been  the  effect  of 
prejudice,  of  heated  and  perverted  imaginations,  having 
no  foundation  in  fact. 

Mr.  Wirt  was  proceeding  to  consider  the  merits  of  the 
case;  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wbbstib,  the  court 
adjourned. 

MoKDAT,  Jaxuart.24. 

The  Senate  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of 
Impeachment, 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  rose  and  said,  that  in  consequence  of 
a  remark  of  Mr.  Wibt  yesterday,  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  say,  in  substance,  that  the  publication  of  his  re- 
marks, in  opening  the  case  against  Judge  Peck,  had  been 
made  without  his  authority;  that  the  report  of  these  re- 
marks must  have  appeared  evidently  imperfect,  though 
probably  as  perfect  as,  under  the  circumstances,  it  could 
have  been;  and  that,  if  he  had  been  consulted,  he  should 
have  advised  against  the  publication. 

Mr.  WIRT  acceded  to  the  correctness  of  these  sugges- 
tions, and  appeared  to  do  so  the  more  readily  from  the 
fact  that  he  had  seen  his  own  remarks,  made  on  Saturday, 
publislied  this  morning,  without  his  having  been  consulted 
on  the  subject.  He  added,  that  he  was  sure  that  nothing 
liad  been  said  by  the  honorable  manager  in  his  opening 
speech,  of  the  truth  of  which  he  hid  not  been  entirely 
satisfied. 


TUKSOAT,    JAKUA.BY  25. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Higli  Court  of 

Impeachment.  ,    ,.      v-  u 

Mr.  WIHT  occupied  four  hours  m  concluding  his  speech 
for  the  respondent.  Wit,  sarcasm,  searching  argument, 
and  impressive  eloquence,  poured  forth  in  streams,  rivet- 
ed the  attention  and  elicited  the  admiration  of  a  crowded 
Senate-room  and  crowded  gaHeries  during  that  long  space 
of  time.  Whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  the  respondent, 
said  the  graceful  orator,  in  subdued  and  almost  exhausted 
tones;  whether  convicted  or  acquitted,  he  should  always 
be  proud  to  take  him  by  the  hand  as  that  noblest  of  God's 
works,  AV  HowKST  MAW,  and  to  call  him  hi«  f  bibwd. 
The  ourt  cand  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Webnesdat,  Jawxtabt  26. 
After  the  consideration  of  a  number  of  private  bills, 
&c.  the  Senate  agsun  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of  Im- 

^^Mr.  STORRS  rose  and  addressed  the  Court  in  support 
of  tlie  impeachment,  for  upwards  of  three  hours.  He 
maintained  the  position,  that  no  free  citizen  could  be  pun- 
ished by  the  summary  process  of  attachment  for  a  libel  or 
contempt  against  any  court  in  a  cause  not  pending  m  that 
court;  that  such  a  power  had  never  been  exercised,  even 
by  the  courts  of  England;  that  the  charge  against  Judge 
Peck  was  not  so  much  for  suspending  Mr.  Lawless,  as  an 
attorney,  from  practice  in  his  court,  but  for  imprisoning 
him  and  depriving  him  of  his  liberty  as  a  citizen,  without 
ndictment  and  trial  by  jury;  that  libeb  or  contempts,  for 


causes  not  pending  ii>  court,  were  miktemeanors,  whicb 
cohW  only  be  punished  by  indictment  and  trial,  and  tliat 
the  conduct  of  Judge  Peck  tended  to  break  down  all  the 
securities  and  guards  which  the  law  had  iratsed  for  the  pio- 
tection  of  the  liberties  of  the  American  people. 
Before  he  concluded,  the  court  adjourned. 

Thdrsdat,  Javuabt  27. 
Mr,  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  appointed  f  in- 
vestigate  thejpresent  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, offered  the  following  resolution,  observing'  that  the 
committee  were  unanimously  of  the  opinion,  that,  in  order 
to  prosecute  that  investigation  with  effect,  it  was  necessa- 
ry that  they  should  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

Resohed,  That  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine  and  report  tlie  present  condition'of  the  Post  Office 
Department  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  the  second  reading  and  jidoptioi» 
of  the  resolution  at  this  time;  but  this  motion  requiring 
the  unanimous  assent  of  the  Senate  for  its  passage,  and 
Mr.  BENTON  objecting  to  it,  the  resolution  lies  on  the 
table  one  day. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  submitted  the  following  resolution .- 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provi- 
sion for  the  support  of  Africans  captured  by  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  and  brought  into  the  United  States. 
TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 
The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  of 
Impeachment. 

Mr.  STORRS  concluded  his  argument  in  support  of  the 
impeachment.  Its  sequel  was  peculiarly  impressive  and 
eloquent.  One  sentiment  uttered  by  the  honorable  man- 
ager is  especially  worthy  of  record.  He  said  the  best 
support  of  the  judiciary  was  to  be  found  in  the  affections 
of  the  people.  The  people  would  be  true  to  the  judiciary 
as  long  as  they  were  true  to  themselves.  The  judiciary 
would  find  protection  with  the  people,  and  in  their  legis- 
lative halls,  until  they  should  become  so  debased  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  protection.  It  was  not  by  the  usurpation  of 
an  unlawful  and  tyrannical  power,  nor  by  the  exercise  of 
an  unlawful  jurisdiction,  that  they  could  expect  their  indc- 
pendence  to  be  respected  or  preserved;  and  he  seemed  to 
press  this  point  so  far  as  to  think  that  the  character,  utility, 
and  faite  of  the  judicial  branch  of  the  Government  depend- 
ed upon  the  decision  of  this  case. 
The  court  and  Senate  adjourned. 


FllIDAT  Jaxuaht  28. 
The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  bv  Mr.  CLAY  rOX, 
and   Mr.  LIVINGSTON,   were  severally  taken  up  and 

adopted. 

TUIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  Senate  again  resolved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of 

Impeachment.  ,  .      ,  i_     » •  i 

Mr.  WIRT,  with  permission,  explained  a  remark  whicii 
he  was  understood  to  have  made  towards  the  conclusion 
of  his  argument  in  favor  of  the  respondent. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  court 
in  an  able  argument  in  support  of  the  impeadiment.  Uc 
declared,  that  the  usurpation  of  an  autlionty  not  legall) 
possessed  by  a  judge,  or  the  manifest  abuse  «/  ^P^^^' 
really  given,  was  a  misbehavior  m  the  sense  of  the  con- 
stitution, for  which  he  should  be  dismissed  from  office. 
He  contended,  that  the  conduct  of  Judge  Peck,  in  the  cs*c 
of  Mr.  Lawless,  was  in  express  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion  and  the  laws  of  the  land;  that  the  circumstances  of 
that  case  were  amply  sufficient  to  show  a  criminal  mtcn- 
tion  on  his  part  in  the  summary  punishment  of  «>;•  *^^* 
\wx  that,  in  order  to  prove  the  cnmmahty  of  Ins  Intention, 
it  was  not  necessary  to  demonstrate  an  acUiaUy  mahciouii 


41 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


42 


hji.  29,  1831.] 


Vuiy  on  Iron* 


[S£2«ATB« 


actjoo,  or  a  lurking'  revenge;  that  the  infliction  upon  Mr. 
Lawless  of  a  summary  aiKi  cruel  punishment,  for  having 
written  an  article  decorous  in  its  language,  was  itself  wS- 
iicient  to  prove  the  badness  of  the  motivet  that  the  conse- 
quences of  the  judge's  actions  were  indicative  of  his  in- 
tentions; that  our  courts  had  no  right  to  punish,  as  for 
contempts,  in  a  summary  mode,  libels,  even  in  pending* 
causes;  and  that,  if  he  succeeded,  as  he  believed  he  should, 
in  establishing"  these  positions,  he  should  consider  that  he 
had  a  right  to  demand  the  jud^^ent  of  the  court  against 
the  respondent.  The  honorable  manager  continued  to 
address  the  court  for  three  hours  and  a  quarter;  and  find- 
ing tliat  he  could  not  conclude  his  argument  at  this  sitting, 
the  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Satuxdat,  Jahvaet  29. 

DUTY  ON  raON. 

Tlic  VICE  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  memorial 
from  the  mechanics  and  others,  workers  in  iron,  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a  reduction 
of  the  duties  upon  imported  iron.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Select  Committee,  to  whom  a  former  memorial  on  the 
ame  subject  wa.^  committed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  communicated  a  memo- 
rial from  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey,  praying  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  on  iron,  and  other  articles  employ- 
ed in  <he  building  of  American  ships. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  the  reference  of  this  paper  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  HAYNE  suggested  that  it  more  appropriately  be- 
longed to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  and  he  miade  a 
motion  accordingly. 

The  question  being  first  taken  on  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  there  appeared  ayes  12, 
noes  10. 

There  being  no  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  called  for  the  reading  of  the  memo- 
rial; which  being  done, 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  still  thought  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  to  be  the  proper  direction  for  this  memorial. 
It  referred  to  drawbacks  on  various  articles,  and  this  con- 
sideration would  induce  him  to  adhere  to  his  motion,  to 
refer  it  to  that  coinmittce. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  said  the  first  motion  was  on  referring 
the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  It 
deeply  involved  the  interests  of  one  of  the  most  important 
manufactures  in  the  country,  ship  building,  which,  though 
ultimately  looking  to  the  commercial,  yet  was  as  vitally 
interesting  to  the  manufacturing  concerns  of  the  country. 

A  memorial  praying  for  a  drawback  on  nails,  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  although  the 
subject  would  more  appropriately  come  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  the  Committcoon  Manufactures. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  if  he  comprehended  the  views  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  he  was  hostile  to  the  ob- 
jects of  the  memorial;  and,  therefore,  the  committee  over 
which  he  presided  was  not  a  fit  tribunal  to  decide  on  its 
merits.  Under  that  belief,  he  [Mr.  B.]  would  invoke  to  his 
aid  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  which  he  had  successfully  done 
on  a  former  occasion,  providing  that  no  bill  or  memorial 
should  be  committed  to  a  commiitee  hostile  to  it.  As  far 
back  as  our  legislation  had  commenced,  it  had  been  the 
wholesome  practice,  except  in  a  few  instances,  to  refer 
«1  subjects  to  committees  deemed  favorably  disposed  to 
them,  on  the  principle  "  that  a  child  should  not  be  put  out 
to  nurse  to  those  who  would  strangle  or  destroy  it,  by  re- 
fusmg  it  sufficient  nourishment.  **  Under  the  belief,  then, 
that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  over  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  presided,  was  hostile  to  the 
^r^^7  ^^^^  memorial,  he  hoped  it  would  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  where  it  would  meet  with 
a  more  favorable  consideration. 


Mr.  WOODBURY  admitted  the  fact,  that  the  subject  of 
the  memorial  related  immediately  to  manufactures,  and  to 
manufactures  the  nnost  important  to  tlie  country;  but  they 
were  directly  concerned  with  commerce,  and,  in  the  end» 
were  vitally  interesting  to  it  The  memorial  should  then 
go  to  that  distinct  committee.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  had  made  an  allusion  to  tlie  memorial,  praying  for 
a  drawback  on  nails.  He  had  and  still  thought  that  tliat 
memorial  liad  been  very  properly  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce;  not  that  nails  were  not  manufactures, 
but  because  the  object  of  the  memorial  was  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  commercial  interest.  Suppose,  [.said  Mr.  W.] 
the  memorial  related  to  the  manufacture  of  cannon  and 
gunpowder,  would  it  not  be  more  appropriately  referred 
to  the  Bfiilitary  Committee  than  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures? 

Mr.  DICKERSON  ^id  he  could  explain  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  wish  this  subject  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  It  was  becoming  the  prac- 
tice of  late,  whenever  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Senate  praying  for  tlie  repeal  or  reduction  of  duties  on 
iron,  on  woollens,  or  almost  any  other  ai*ticle,  it  was  im- 
mediately sent  to  the  Committee*  on  Commerce,  thus 
tending  to  throw  the  weight  of  tliese  interests  into  the 
hands  of  the  merchants  of  the  country,  to  the  exclusion 
of  a  fair  representation  of  the  views  of  tlie  manufac- 
turers. If  we  take  the  view  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
New  Hampshire,  [said  Mr.  D.,]  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  will  soon  be  a  mere  nominal  com- 
mittee, shorn  of  its  influence  upon  the  action  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  KING  observed,  that  he  had  been  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  the  object  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  give  to  every  subjhect  presented  to  them 
by  our  fellow-citizens  such  a  consideration  as  would  in- 
duce them  to  believe  that  the  investigation  had  been 
conducted  with  fairness  and  deliberation.  Now,  sir, 
said  he,  if  we  refer  this  memorial  to  the  committee  on 
Manufactures — a  committee  confessedly  hostile  to  its  ob- 
jects, will  it  be  believed  by  the  memorialists  that  iheir 
views  and  arguments  had  met  with  fair,  candid,  and  de- 
liberate examination?  By  our  sending  it  to  that  commit- 
tee, they  cannot  think  otJicrwise  than  that  we  have  pre- 
judged their  case,  and  decided  against  it  without  giving 
it  the  slightest  consideration. 

Mr.  K.  would  not  enlarge  on  this  view  of  the  subject; 
he  would  only  leave  it  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey, whether  he  believed  that  any  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, over  which  he  presided,  would  be  favorable  to  the 
memorial,  if,  indeed,  they  reported  at  all.  Without  at 
this  time  entering  into  any  argument,  he  would  merely 
express  tlie  hope  that  the  memorial  would  be  referred  to 
such  a  committee  as  would  satisfy  the  memorialists  that 
the  Senate  was  disposed  to  give  to  their  views  a  fair  and 
candid  examination. 

Mr.  FOOT  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  it 
contended  that  this  subject  belonged  exclusively  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  The  memorial  prayed  for  a 
drawback  upon  various  articles,  classed  among  the  ma- 
nufactures of  the  country.  The  practice  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  seemed,  in  any  event,  to  forbid  its  being 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  If  it  were  not 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  it  surely 
should  rather  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said  he  wished  to  state,  in  illustra- 
tion, one  or  two  facts  that  had  occurred  to  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  i*emarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey. The  memorial  on  the  subject  of  a  drawback  on 
nails  manufactured  from  imported  iron,  had  first  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  that  commit- 
tee had  been  discharged  from  its  further  consideration, 
and  it  had  been  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  so 
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that  all  the  memorials  on  the  subject  of  drawbacks  were 
now  before  the  last  named  committee.  The  first  appli- 
cation for  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  salt  came  from  the 
a^cultural  interest  of  the  countiy,  and  the  subject  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  who, 
years  since,  reported  the  first  bill  for  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  that  article.'  How  was  it  at  this  session  of  Con- 
gress? A  bill  to  reduce  the  duty  on  a  peculiar  kind  of 
blankets,  manufactured  for  tlie  use  of  the  Indians,  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairsj  be- 
cause the  measure  had  been  introduced  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  tliat  branch  of  our  trade  from  tlie  burthens 
under  which  it  labored,  although,  from  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures would  hare  been  the  most  proper  reference. 
This  memorial,  then,  which  looked  solely  to  the  reliev- 
ing of  our  commerce  from  its  present  state  of  depresr 
sion,  ought,  with  equal  justice,  to  be  sent  to'  that  com- 
mittee which  had  the  subject  under  its  pecuUar  care. 

Mr.  SILSBE£  said  he  conceived  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  most  competent  to  decide  upon  the  subject, 
in  question,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  submitted  to  that 
committee. 

Mr.  HAYNE  observed,  that  tlie  application  of  the 
memorialists  was  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  ship- 
ping interest  of  the  United  States  from  embarrassments 
of  such  a  character  as  threatened  its  existence.  It  was 
now,  he  said,  proposed  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  over  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  presided,  who  was  confessedly  hostile  to  all 
its  objects.  Now,  he  would  ask,  would  not  such  a  re- 
ference be  consigning  it  to  the  tomb  of  all  the  Capulets? 
Report  after  report  had  been  made  by  that  committee,  all 
showing  the  utmost  hostility  to  the  interests  whose  pro- 
tection was  prayed  for  by  the  memorial,  and  yet  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  wished  it  to  be  consigned  to 
his  care,  for  the  purpose  of  crushing  it  at  a  blow.  He 
would  ask  if  it  was  right,  reasonable,  or  proper,  that 
this  memorial  should  be  consigned  to  a  committee  who 
had  already  predetermined  to  desti*oy  it?  The  views  of 
the  gentleman  in  relation  to  iron  manufactures  and  iron 
mines  were  well  known ;  and,  if  the  commerce  of  the 
country  depended  on  him,  God  save  the  commerce!  Mr. 
H.  concluded  by  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

Mr.  DICKERS  ON  said  he  had  entertained  no  idea  that 
this  memorial  was  to  be  sent  to  a  committee  who  could 
make  a  final  decision  upon  it.  It  was  a  new  construction 
to  the  powers  of  committees.  If  the  Senate  should  not 
concur  in  the  report  of  a  committee,  they  were  not  bound 
to  accept  it.  A  committee  surely  had  no  power  to  crush 
any  thing — to  conceal  any  thing — to  destroy  any  thing. 
Mr.  D.  said,  he  deemed  it  proper  that  the  views  of  all 
parties  should  be  fairly  developed.  He  had  no  doubt 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  fully  competent  to  pass 
upon  the  memorial,  but  he  conceived  that  there  were 
other  interests  more  directly  involved  in  it  For  his  own 
pail,  he  felt  no  ambition  to  have  charge  of  this  matter. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  thanked  the  gentleman  who  last  addressed 
the  Senate  for  the  allusion  that  delicacy  should  ha^e  pre- 
vented him  from  asking  that  this  subject  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  which  he  had  the  honor  of 
being  chairman.  Such  a  delicacy  he  might  have  felt 
many  years  ago;  but  that  time  had  long  since  gone  by. 
Ifis  delicacy  must  now  yield  to  Ills  duty. 

Mr.  BENTON  read  the  rule  of  proceedings  on  the 
subject,  and  argued  that  no  bill  or  memorial  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee  hostile  to  its  objects. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  said  he  would  not  have  addressed  the 
Senate  on  this  subject,  had  it  not  been  for  the  remark  of 
an  honorable  Senator,  [Mr.  Hatnk,]  that  the  Committee 


on  Manufactures  had  pre-judged  the  question  proposed 
to  be  referred  to  it.  This,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  he  felt  bound  to  deny.  He  contended  that 
all  the  efforts  of  that  committee  had  tended  to  the  pro- 
motion of  commerce  as  well  as  other  interests.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  whom  he  believed  would  make 
a  favorable  report  upon  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that,  if  this  was  a  mere  question 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  drawback  on 
imported  articles  used  in  ship  building,  he  should  incline 
to  the  opinion  of  his  colleague,  that  the  most  proper  re- 
ference would  be  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  He 
should  incline  to  think,  also,  that,  in  judging  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  reference  of  a  subject  to  any  particular 
committee,  the  Senate  ought  to  be~  influenced  more  by 
the  purpose  for  which  the  committee  had  been  created 
than  by  the  opinions  of  its  members.  This  memonaJ 
[Mr.  W.  added]  came  from  a  State  not  much  interested 
in  ship  building,  and  treated  of  matters  unconnected 
with  the  subject  of  drawback.  It  had  something'  to  say 
in  relation  to  internal  improvements,  and  something  to 
say  with  regard  to  the  constitutional  propriety  of  la.ying 
protecting  duties  on  imported  articles.  Now,  as  he  (Mr. 
W. )  wished  to  g^ve  to  these  other  topics  embraced  in 
the  memorial  some  little  consideration,  and  as  he  had  no 
desire  to  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  a  fepoK 
on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements  and  the 'Ameri- 
can system,  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  was  then  laid  on  the  table:  yeas,  19 — 
nays,  17. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  Senate  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Court  o^ 
Impeachment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  concluded  his  argument  in  support 
of  the  impeachment.  He  took  the  further  position,  that 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Lawless,  under  the  signature  of 
'*  A  Citizen,"  could  not,  in  a  trial  upon  an  indictment  for 
libel,  be  established  to  be  libellous,  according  to  the  con* 
stitution  and  laws  of  the  land;  that  the  paper  was,  on  its 
face,  perfectly  harmless  in  itself;  and  that,  so  far  as  it 
went,  it  was  not  an  un&ir  representation  of  the  opinion  of 
Judge  Peck.  The  honorable  manager  critically  and  le- 
gally analyzed  the  nine  last  specifications  in  the  publica- 
tion, to  establish  these  points.  He  then  proceeded  to  sum 
up  aiid  descant  upon  tne  testimony  produced  in  the  case 
before  the  Court  of  Impeachment,  in  order  to  show  the 
arbitrary  and  cruel  conauct  of  Judge  Peck;  and,  in  a  per- 
oration, marked  by  its  ardent  eloc^uence,  he  declared, 
that  if  this  roan  escaped,  the  declaration  of  a  distinguished 
politician  of  this  country,  that  the  power  of  impeachment 
was  but  the  scarecrow  of  the  constitution,  would  be  fully 
verified;  that  when  this  trial  commenced,  he  recoiled  iwith 
horror  firom  the  idea  of  limiting,  and  rendering  precarious 
and  dependent,  the  tenure  of  the  judicial  office,  but  that 
the  acquittal  of  the  respondent  would  reconcile  him  to  that 
evil,  as  one  less  than  a  hopeless  and  remediless  submission 
to  judicial  usurpation  and  tyranny,  at  least  so  far  as  re- 
spected the  inferior  courts.  God  forbid  that  the  limitation 
should  ever  be  extended  to  the  Supreme  Court!  Mercy 
to  the  respondent  would  be  cruelty  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. In  the  name,  therefore,  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  whose  liberties  he  had  violatea — in  the  name  of  tlie 
judiciary,  whose  character  he  had  injured  and  tarnished — 
he  respectfully  asked  of  thb  honorable  court  the  convic- 
tion oi  the  respondent. 

The  argument  being  concluded  on  both  sides,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  court  then  resolved  to  meet  again 
at  12  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  next,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed further  in  the  consideration  of  this  impeachment. 

Adjouimed. 
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MosDAT»  Jav.  31. 

The  Senate  again  resolred  itaelf  into  a  Court  of  Im- 
peachment; and 

Tiie  House  of  Representatives,  with  their  managers,  and 
the  counsel  for  the  respondent,  having  come  into  court, 

Mr.  TAZKWBLL  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Rooked^  That  this  court  will  now  pronounce  judgment 
upon  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  tlie 
Cnited  Staites  for  the  District  of  Sflissouri. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  observed,  that  if  there  were  one 
member  of  the  court  unprepared  for  a  decision  on  this  im- 
peachment at  this  time,  or  preferred  any  other  mode  of 
proceeding  to  pronounce  judgment,  he  would  cheerfully 
irithdrav  the  resolution. 

N(i  objection  having  been  made,  the  resolution  was  unan- 
imously adopted. 

The  names  of  the  Senators  were  then  called  over  by  the 
Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  under  tlie  direction  of  the 
Vicc-PauiDsiTT,  read  the  'article  of  impeachment  exhi- 
bited by  the  House  of  Representatives  against  James  H. 
Peck,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  District  of  Ififlsourt. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  rose  and  said— 

SciAToas:  You  have  heard  the  artiele  of  impeachment 
read:  you  have  heard  the  evidence  and  the  arguments  for 
and  ag^nst  the  respondent:  when  your  names  are  called, 
you  will  rise  from  your  seats,  and  distinctly  pronbunce 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  not  guilty,  as  charged  by  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  then,  in  an  audible  voice,  put 
the  following  question  to  each  of  the  Senators  in  alpha- 
betical order: 

Mr.  Senator :  What  say  you:  Is  James  H.  Peck, 

lodge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Missouri,  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the  high  mis- 
demeanor charged  in  the  article  of  impeachment  exhibited 
aS^nst  him  by  the  Mouse  of  Representatives? 

Each  Senator  rose  from  his  seat,  as  this  question  was 
propounded  to  him,  and  answered  as  follows: 

GL'ILTY. — Messrs.  Darnard,  Brown,  Clayton,  Dicker- 
iofl,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Haync,  Iredell,  Kane,  King, 
Liyingston,  M'Rinlcy,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Sanford, 
Smith,  of  Mar)  land,  Smith,  of  Soutli  Cax-olina,  Troup,  Ty- 
ler, Woodbury.— 21. 

NOT  GUILTY.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chase, 
Foot,  Frcling^iuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  iiolmes,  John- 
ston, KiiigUt,  Harks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Webster,   White,  Ruggles. 

-22. 

Mr.  BisTOjr  and  Mr.  Roaixsoir  were  excused  from  vot- 
ing*  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Chambkbs,  and  Mr.  Rowan  were  ab- 

sent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  again  rose,  and  observed— 

SsiiToag:  Twi-nty-one  Senators  having  voted  that  tlie 
respondent  i^  guilty,  and  twenty-two  that  he  is  not  guilty f 
an<ituo.th'.rd&of  the  Senate  not  having  voted  fur  his  con- 
viction, it  becomes  tlie  duty  of  the  Chair  to  pronounce, 
that  James  11.  Peck,  the  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
^e  United  States  for  tlic  Disti'ict  of  ^lissouri,  stands  ac- 
quitted of  the  ciiarge  exhibited  against  him  by  tlic  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  then  directed  the  Marshal  to 
^journ  the  Court  of  Impeachment;  and  it  was  accord- 
»i^gly  adjourned  «;«r(//e. 


TUESDAT,  F«B.   1. 

The  whole  of  this  day's  Mtting  was  consumed  in  the  rc- 
<^«ption  of  petitions  and  resolutions,  and  with  closed  doors 
on  Executive  business. 


WSDXXSDAT,  FXB.  2. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  BENTON,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given  yesterday, 
rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following^  resolution: 

Betohed  by  the  Senate  and  Hmtee  of  Bepreaentativea  of 
the  United  ^atett  ofJhneriea  in  Congreea  aeeembkdp  That 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  renewed. 

Mr.  BENTON  commenced  his  speech  in  support  of  tlie 
application  for  the  leave  be  was  about  to  ask,  with  a  jus- 
tification of  himself  for  bringing  forward  the  question  of 
renewal  at  this  time,  when  the  charter  had  still  five  years 
to  run;  and  bottomed  his  vindication  chiefly  on  the  right  he 
possessed,  and  the  necessity  he  was  under  to  answer  cer« 
tain  reports  of  one  of  the  committees  of  the  Senate, 
made  in  opposition  to  certain  resolutions  relative  to  the 
bank,  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  former  ses- 
sions, and  which  reports  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
answering.  He  said  it  had  been  his  fortune,  or  chance, 
some  three  years  ago,  to  submit  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  undrawn  balances  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  bank,  and  to  accompany  it  with  some  poor  remarks  of 
unfavorable  implication  to  the  future  existence  of  that  in- 
stitution. My  resolution  [said  Mr.  13.]  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  made  a  report  decidedly 
adverse  to  all  my  views,  and  eminently  favprable  to  the 
bank,  both  as  a  present  and  future  institution.  This  re- 
port came  in  on  tlie  13th  of  May,  just  fourteen  days  before 
the  conclusion  of  a  nz  months'  session,  when  all  was  hur- 
ry and  precipitation  to  terminate  the  business  on  hand, 
and  when  there  was  not  the  least  chance  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  in  the  consideration  of  any  new 
subject.  The  report  was,  therefore,  hiid  upon  the  tabic 
unanswered,  but  was  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  and 
that  in  extra  numbers,  and  widely  diifused  over  the  coun- 
try by  means  of  the  newspaper  press.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session.  It  being  irregular  to  call  for  the 
consideration  of  tlie  past  report,  I  was  under  the  necessi- 
ty to  begin  anew,  and  accordingly  submitted  my  resolu- 
tion a  second  time,  and  that  quite  early  in  the  session;  say 
on  tlie  first  day  of  January.  It  was  my  wish  and  request 
tliat  this  resolution  might  be  discussed  in  the  Senate,  but 
the  sentiment  of  the  majority  was  different,  and  a  second 
reference  of  it  was  made  to  the  Finance  Committee.  A 
second  report  of  the  same  purport  with  tlie  first  was  a 
matter  of  courss;  but  what  did  not  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
matter  of  course  was  this;  that  this  second  report  should 
not  come  in  until  the  20th  dav  of  February,  just  fourteen 
days  again  before  the  end  of  the  session,  for  it  was  then 
tlie  short  session,  and  the  Senate  as  much  pinched  as  be- 
fore for  time  to  finish  the  business  on  hand.  No  answer 
could  be  made  to  it,  but  the  report  was  printed,  with  the 
former  report  appended  to  it;  and  thus,  united  like  tlie 
Siamese  twins,  and  with  the  apparent,  but  not  rea)  sanc- 
tion of  the  Senate,  they  went  forth  together  to  make  the 
tour  of  the  Union  in  the  columns  of  the  newspaper  press. 
Thus,  I  was  a  second  time  out  of  court;  a  second  time 
non-suited  for  want  of  a  replication,  when  there  was  no 
time  to  file  one.  I  had  intended  to  begin  de  novo,  and  fur 
the  third  time,  at  the  opening  of  the  ensuing  session;  but, 
happily,  was  anticipated  and  prevented  by  the  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  new  President,  [General  Jackbox,]  which 
brought  this  question  of  renewing  the  bank  charter  di- 
rectly before  Congress.  A  reference  of  this  part  of  the 
message  was  made,  of  course,  to  the  Finance  Committee: 
the  committee,  of  course,  again  reported,  and  with  in- 
creased ardor,  in  favor  of  the  bank.  Unhappily  this  third 
i*eport,  which  was  an  amplification  and  reiteration  of  the 
two  former,  did  not  come  in  luitil  the  session  was  four 
months  advanced,  and  when  the  time  of  the  Senate  had 
become  engrossed,  and  its  attention  absorbed,  by  the  nu- 
merous and  important  subjects  which  had  accumulated 
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upon  the  calendar.     Printing  in  extra  numbers,  general 
circulation  through  the  newspaper  press,  and  no  answer, 
was  the  catastrophe  of  this  third  reference  to  the  Finance 
Committee.     Thus  was  1  nonsuited  for  the  third  time. 
The  fourth  session  has  now  come  round  i  the  same  subject 
is  again  before  the  same  committee  on  the  reference  of 
the  part  of  the  President's  second  annual  message  which 
folates  to  the  bank?  and,  doubtless,  a  fourth  report  of  the 
same  import  with  the  three  preceding  ones,  may  be  ex- 
pected.    But  when^  is  the  question*    And,  as  I  cannot 
answer  that  question,  and  the  session  is  now  two-thirds 
Advanced,  and  as  I  have  nodiposition  to  be  cutoff*  for  the 
fourth  time,  I  have  thought  proper  to  create  an  occasion 
to  deliver  my  own  sentiments,  by  asking  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  joint  resolution,  adverse  to  the  tenor  of  all  the  re- 
ports, and  to  give  my  reasons  against  them,  while  support- 
ing my  application  for  the  leave  demanded  <  a  course  of 
proceeding  which  is  just  to  myself,  and  unjust  to  no  one, 
since  all  are  at  liberty  to  answer  me.     These  arc  my  per- 
sonal reasons  for  this  step,  and  a  part  of  my  answer  to  the 
objection  that  I  have  begun  too  soon.     The  conduct  of 
the  bft'ik.  And  its  friends,  constitutes  the  second  branch  of 
my  justification-     It  is  certainly  not  "too  soon"  for  them, 
judging  by  their  conduct,  to  engage  in  the  question  of 
renewing  the  bank  fcharter.     In  and  out  of  Congrress, 
they  all  seem  to  be  of  one  accord  on  this  point.     Three 
reports  of  committees  in  the  Senate,  and  one  from  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  have  been  made 
in  favor  of  the  renewal;  and  all  these  reports,  instead  of 
being  laid  away  for  future  use — instead  of  being  stuck  in 
pigeon  holes,  and  labeled  for  future  attention,  as  things 
coming  forth  prematurely,  and  not  wanted  for  present 
service—have,  on  the  contrary,  been  universally  received 
by  the  bank  and  its  friends,  in  one  great  tempest  of  ap- 
plause; greeted  with  every  species  of  acclamation;  re- 
printed in  most  of  the  papers,  and  every  effort  made  to 
pve  the  widest  diffusion,  and  the  highest  effect,  to  the  ar- 
guments they  contain.     In  addition  to  this,  and  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  within  a  few  days  past,  three  thousand  copies 
of  the  exposition  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  have  been 
printed  by  order  of  the  two  Houses,  a  thing  never  before 
done,  and  now  intended  to  blazon  the  merits  of  the  bank. 
[Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  here  expressed  some  dissent  to 
this  statement;  but  Mr.  B.  affirmed  its  correctness  in  sub- 
stance if  not  to  the  letter,  and  continued.]     This  does 
not  look  as  if  the  bank  advocates  thought  it  was  too  aoon 
to  discuss  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter;  and,  upon 
this  exibition  of  their  sentiments,  I  shall  rest  the  assertion 
and  the  proof,  that  thty  do  not  think  so.      The  third 
branch  or  my  justification  rests  upon  a  sense  of  public 
duty;  upon  a  sense  of  what  is  just  and  advantageous  to 
the  people  in  general,  and  lo  the  debtors  and  stockholders 

of  the  bank  in  particular.     The  renewal  of  the  charter  is  ."""  """^   ""      *     -^  *    u     i         i  *i      --.i 

oi  uiL  waiiii.  Ill  p-i"^    «  ^*u    ^„«,.i^  „♦  i«^««  -^^  ;p.u««  l<^"t  a  large  sum  to  Government,  he  hoped  tlie  Chan- 

a  a\iestion  which  concerns  the  people  at  large;  and  it  they       ,,        c  FL    ^-     u  u      *  i- *      * v  - 

a  (jucauuii  wiiiuii  ^  lil-  •!!.,  ^r  ♦i.H  ^..^<,*:««» :r  cellor  of  the  hxchequer  would  not  listen  to  any  appltca- 

are  to  have  any  hand  m  the  decision  or  this  question — if'  ^.      «  ,    2^.     u     i     u    ^       l  *         i j  tr 

arc  w  ii*Tc  «ujr  »  K„f««^  ;*  ;!  ,i„.,-.   u  \J  tion  for  a  renewal  of  the  bank  chai-tcr,  but  would  pay  off^ 

thev  arc  even  to  know  what  is  done  berore  it  is  done,  it  is,  .   .      ^u  *  u  j  l        u  Ij  c *u    i      t 

y  time  that  they  and  theirRepresentativos  m  Con|re«'  -^  *'»>ni?.th.t  had  been  bo^w^d  f^m  the^^^^^^^^^^ 

should  understand  each  other's  mind  upon  it.    The  charter 


private,  political  and  pecuniary,  general  and  particular, 
full  discussion,  and  seasonable  decision,  b  just  and  proper. 
t  hold  myself  justified,  Mr.  President,  upon  the  reasons 
given,  for  proceeding  in  my  present  application;  but,  as 
example  is  sometimes  more  authoritative  than  reason,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  produce  one,  which  is  as  high  in 
point  of  authority  as  it  is  appropriate  in  point  of  applica- 
tion, and  which  happens  to  fit  the  case  before  the  Senate 
as  completely  as  ir  it  had  been  made  for  it.  I  speak  of 
what  has  lately  been  done  in  the  ParHament  of  Great  Bri. 
tain.  It  so  happens,  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
England  is  to  expire,  upon  its  own  limitation,  nearly  about 
the  same  time  with  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  namely,  in  the  year  1833;  and  as  far  back  as  1824, 
no  less  than  nine  years  before  its  expiration,  the  question 
of  its  renewal  was  debated,  and  that  with  great  freedom, 
in  the  British  House  of  Commons.  I  will  read  some  ex- 
tracts from  that  debate,  as  the  fairest  way  of  presenting 
the  example  to  the  Senate,  and  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
securing  to  myself  the  advantage  of  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  British  statesmen. 

[tBK  EXTaACTS.] 

Sir  Henry  Parnell. — "  The  House  sliould  no  longer  de- 
lay to  turn  its  attention  to  the  expediency  of  renewing 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Heretofore,  it  had 
been  the  regular  custom  to  renew  the  charter  several 
years  before  the  existing  charter  had  expired.  The  last 
renewal  was  made  when  the  existing  charter  had  eleven 
years  to  run:  the  present  charter  had  nine  years  only  to 
continue,  and  he  felt  ver}'  anxious  to  prevent  the  waking 
of  any  agreement  between  the  Government  and  the  bank 
for  a  renewal,  without  a  full  examination  of  the  poHcy  of 
again  conferring  upon  the  bank  of  England  any  exclusive 
privilege.  The  practice  had  been  for  Government  to  make 
a  secret  arrangement  with  the  Bank;  to  submit  it  imme- 
diately to  the  proprietors  of  the  bank  for  their  approba- 
tion, and  to  call  upon  the  House  the  next  day  to  confirm 
it,  without  aflfording  any  opportunity  of  fair  deliberation. 
<So  much  information  had  been  obtained  upon  the  banking 
trade,  and  upon  the  nature  of  currency  in  the  last  fifteen 
years,  that  it  was  particularly  necessary  to  enter  upon  a 
full  investigation  of  the  policy  of  renewing  tlie  bank  char- 
ter before  any  negotiation  should  be  entered  upon  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  bank;  and  he  trusted  the 
Government  would  not  commence  any  such  negotiktion 
until  the  sense  of  Parliament  had  been  taken  on  this  im- 
portant subject.'* 

**  Mr.  Hume  said  it  was  of  very  g^eat  importance  that 
his  majesty's  ministers  should  take  immediate  steps  to 
free  themselves  from  the  trammels  in  which  they  had  long 
been  held  by  the  bank.  As  the  interest  of  money  was 
now  nearly  on  a  level  with  what  it  was  when  the  bank 


has  but  five  years  to  run;  and  if  renewed  at  all,  will  pro- 
bably be  at  some  short  period,  say  two  or  three  years, 
before  the  time  is  out,  and  at  any  time  sooner  that  a  chance 
can  be  seen  to  gallop  the  renewal  through  Congress. 
The  people,  therefore,  have  no  time  to  lose,  if  they  n>ean 
to  have  any  hand  in  the  decision  of  this  great  question. 
To  tlie  bank  itself,  it  must  be  advantageous,  at  least,  if 


Let  the  country  gentlemen  recollect 
that  the  bank  was  now  acting  as  pawn>broker  on  a  large 
scale,  and  lending  money  on  estates,  a  system  entirely 
contrary  to  the   original   intention  of  that   institution. 
••••••     He  hoped,  before  the  expiration  of 

the  charter,  that  a  regular  inquiry  would  be  jnade  into 
the  whole  subject." 

Mr.  Edward  Ellice.     "  It  (the  Bank  of  England)  is  a 


not  desirable,  to  know  its  fate  at  once,  that  it  may  avoid,  great   monopolizing  body,  .enjoying    privileges    which 


(if  there  is  to  be  no  renewal,)  the  trouble  and  expense  of 
multiplying  branches  upon  the  eve  of  dissolution,  and  the 
risk  and  inconvenience  of  extending  loans  beyond  the 
term  of  its  existence.  To  the  debtors  upon  mortgages,  and 
indefinite  accommodations,  it  must  be  also  advantageous, 
if  not  desirable,  to  be  notified  in  advance  of  the  end  of 
their  indulgences:  so  that,  to  every  intei^est,  public  and 


belonged  to  no  other  corporation,  and  no  other  class  of 
his  majesty's  subjects.     ••••••     He  hoped 

that  the  exclusive  charter  would  never  again  be  grant- 
ed; and  ^that  the  conduct  of  the  bank  during  the  last 
ten  or  twelve  years  would  make  Government  verj*  cau- 
tious how  they  entertained  any  such  propositions.  The 
right  honorable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  [Mr.  Rob- 
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Bunk  of  the  Uhiied  States, 


[Skitatx. 


in<>oii]  had  protested  against  the  idea  of  straining  any '  be  apparent  to  all  who  will  reflect  upon  the  great  privi- 
point  to  the  prejudice  of  tlie  bank;  he  thought,  how-  logca  which  these  stockholders  will  have  enjoyed  fur 
ever,  that  the  bank  had  very  little  to  complain  of,  when  twenty  years,  and  the  large  profits  they  have  already  de 


[heir  stock,  after  all  their  past  profits,  was  at  2S8." 

Tho  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequcr  "  deprecated  the 
discussion,  as  leading  to  no  practical  result." 

Mr.  Alexander  liaring  <*  objected  to  it  as  premature 
and  unnecessary' .'' 

Sir  William  Pulteney  (in  another  debate.)    **  The  pre- 
judices in  favor  of  the  present  bank   have  proceeded 
fi-om  the  long  habit  of  considering  it  as  a  sort  oi  pillar 
v;h  ch  nothing  can  shake.    ••••••    The  bank 

La*  been  supported,  and  is  still  supported,  by  the  fear 
i  ni  terror  of  which,  by  means  of  its  monopoly,  it  has 
hul  the  power  to  inspire,     it  is  well  known,  tliat  there 
i>  hardly  an  extensive  trader,  a  manufacturer,  or  a  bank- 
^  r,  either  in  London,  or  at  a  distance  from  it,  to  whom  tlie 
bank  could  not  do  a  serious  injury,  and  could  often 
brin»  on  even  insolvency.     •*••••     j  consi- 

Icr  the  power  given  by  the   monopoly  to  be  of  tlie  na- 
ture of  all  other  despotic  power,  which  corrupts  the  ilos- 
;»ot  as  much  as  it  corrupts  the  slave.     •••••• 

It  is  ill  the  nature  of  mail,  that  a  monopoly  mnst  neces- 
sarily be  ill-conductijd.      ••••••     Whatever 

!in|ftia;jc  the  [private]  bankers  may  feel  themselves 
ohh.^cd  to  hold,  yet  no  one  can  believe  that  they  have 
<ny  sjLiisfaction  in  being,  and  continuing,  under  a  domin- 
011  wiiich  has  proved  so  grievous  and  so  disastrous.  •  • 
'  *  •  •  I  can  never  believe  tliat  the  merchants  and 
jinkcrs  of  this  countr)'  will  prove  unwiUing  to  emanci- 
}^^c  themselves,  if  they  c^n  do  it  without  risking  the  re- 
-•ntmtntof  the  b.ink.  No  man  in  France  was  heard  to 
•■oniplain,  openly,  of  tlie  Bastilc  while  it  existed.  The 
inercliants  and  bankers  of  this  country  have  the  blood  of 
Knglishmcn,  and  will  be  happy  ta  i-clieve  themselves 
i^3m  a  situation  of  perpetual  terror,  if  they  could  do  it 
coasLjlently  with  a  due  regard  to  their  own  interest." 

Here  is  authority  added  to  reason — the  force  of  a  great 
txaraplc  added  to  the  weight  of  unanswerable  reasons, 
•^  fdvor  of  early  discussion;  so  that,  I  trust,  I  have  ef- 
i-ctnsilly  put  aside  that  old  and  convenient  objection  to 
'  '^  "  time;"  that  most  flexible  and  accommodating  ob- 
.1 ''lon,  which  applies  to  all  seasons,, and  all  subjects,  and 
\.i'i^t  M  available  for  cutting  off  a  late  debate,  because 
'^  IS  loo  late,  as  it  is  for  stifling  an  early  one,  because  it 
=^^00  early. 

But,  it  is  said  that  the  debate  will  injure  tlic  stockhoUl- 
•  1^;  Out  it  depreciates  the  value  of  their  property,  and 
^  '3t  It  is  wrong  to  spoit  with  the  vested  rights  of  individ- 
'ul  j.  This  complaint,  supposing  it  to  come  from  the  stock- 

oW' w  themselves,  is  both  absurd  and  ungrateful.     It  is 
^'JM,  because  the  stockholders,  at  least  so  manv  of 


ri.ed  from  their  charter.  They  have  been  dividing  se- 
ven  per  cent,  per  annum,  unless  when  prevented  by  their 
own  mismanagement;  and  have  laid  up  a  real  estate  of 
three  millions  of  dollars  for  future  division;  and  the  mo- 
ney which  has  done  these  handsome  things,  instead  of 
being  diminished  or  impaired  in  the  process,  is  still  worth 
largely  upwards  of  one  hundred  cents  to  the  dollar:  say, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  cents.  For  tlie  peculiar 
privileges  which  pnabled  them  to  make  these  profits,  the 
stockholders  ought  to  be  grateful;  but,  like  all  persons 
who  have  been  highly  favored  with  undue  benefits,  they 
mistake  a  privilege  for  a  right — a  favor  for  a  duty — ^and 
resent,  as  an  attack  upon  their  property,  a  refusal  topro« 
long  their  undue  advantages.  There  is  no  ground  for  these 
complaints,  but  for  thanks  and  benedictions  ratlier,  for 
permitting  the  bank  to  live  out  its  numbered  days!  That 
institution  has  forfeited  its  charter.  It  may  be  shut  up 
at  any  hour.  It  lives  from  day  to  day  by  the  indulgence 
of  tliose  whom  it  daily  attacks;  and,  if  any  one  is  igno- 
rant of  this  fact,  let  him  look  at  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  against  Owens  Itnd  otliers,  decided  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  reported  in  the  2d  Peters. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  a  part  of  tliis  case,  showing  tliat  it 
was  a  case  of  usur}'  at  the  rate  of  foKy-six  per  cent,  and 
th.it  Mr.  Sergeant,  counsel  for  the  bank,  resisted  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  the  ground  that  it 
would  expose  the  charter  of  Uie  bank  to  forfeiture;  and 
that  the  decision  was,  nevertheless,  given  upon  that 
ground;  so  tliat  the  bank,  being  convicted  of  taking  usu- 
ry, in  violation  of  its  charter,  was  liable  to  be  deprived 
of  its  cliarter,  at  any  time  that  a  scire  facias  should  issue 
against  it] 

Mr.  B.  resumed.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion 6f  the  resolution,  I  wish  to  be  indulged  in  adverting 
to  a  rule  or  principle  of  parliamentary  practice,  which 
it  is  only  necessary  to  read  now  in  order  to  avoid  tlie  pos- 
sibility of  any  necessity  for  recurring  to  it  hereafter.  It 
is  tlie  rule  which  forbids  any  member  to  be  present-— 
wliich,  in  fact,  requires  him  to  withdraw— <iuring  the 
discussion  of  any  question  in  which  his  private  interest 
may  be  concerned;  and  authorizes  the  expurgation  from 
the  Journal  of  any  vote  which  may  have  been  given  un- 
der the  predicament  of  an  interested  motive.  I  demand 
that  the  Scci*etary  of  the  Senate  may  read  the  rule  to 
which  I  allude. 

[The  Secretai-y  read  tlie  following  rule:] 

*•  Where  the  private  interests  of  a  member  are  con- 
cerned in  a  bill  or  question,  he  is  to  withdraw.  And 
where  stich  an  interest  has  appeared,  his  voice  has  been 


pfiety  of  its  existence;  that  ever}'  citizen  had  a  right, 

•^ '  I  i.ver\'  public  man  was  under  an  obligation,  to  declare 

j'  'i  sentiments  freely;  tliat  there  was  nothing  in  the  char- 

^fi  numerous  as  its  peculiar  privileges  were,  to  exempt 

■•'  bink  from  tliat  freedom  of  speech  and  writing,  which 

'  **enils  to  :dl  our  public  affairs;  and  th:it  the  charter  was 

j^^t  to  be  renewed  here,  as  the  Bank  of  England  charter 

formerly  been  renewed,  by  a  private  an*angemcnt 

■*^"nj  it*  friends,  suddenly  produced  in  Congress,  and 

s'lbpcd  through  without  the  knowledge  of  the  coun- 

')'     The  American   part  of  the  stockholders  (for  I 

*ould  not  reply  to   the  complaints  of  the  foreigners) 

«ht  have  known  all  thiS;  and  known  it  when  they  ac- 

piedthc  charter.  They  accepted  it,  subject  to  this  known 

"»^w(iicnce;  and,  therefore,  the  complaint  about  injur- 

■'■'b  t I'tr  property  ,:j  absurtl.     That  it  is  ungra 


Vol.  VH.— 4 


igratcful,  mu^t 


to  be  a  judge  in  his  own  cause,  it  is  for  the  honor  of  the 
House  that  this  rule,  of  immemorial  observance,  should 
be  strictly  adhered  to." 

First:  Mr.  President,  I  object  to  the  renewal  of  tlie 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  ^Utcs,  because  I  look 
upon  the  bank  as  an  institution  too  great  and  pow- 
erful to  be  tolerated  in  a  Government  of  free  and  equal 
laws.  Its  power  is  that  of  a  purse;  a  power  more  potent 
than  that  of  the  sword;  and  this  power  it  possesses  to  a 
degree  and  extent  that  will  enable  tliis  bank  to  draw  to 
itself  too  much  of  the  political  power  of  this  Union;  and 
too  much  of  the  individual  property  of  the  citizens  of 
these  States.  The  money  power  of  the  bank  is  both  di- 
rect and  indirect. 

[The  VicK  PnKsiDKNT  here  intimated  to  Mr.  B.  tJiat 
lie  \s  as  out  of  oinler,  and  had  not  a  right  to  go  into  the 
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Senati.] 


Bank  of  ike  United  States. 


[Feb.  2,  1831, 


menU  of  tbe  bank  upon  the  motion  upon  which  he  had  the  great  cities,  corporate  bodies,   merchants,  traders. 


made.  Mr.  D.  begged  pardon  of  the  Vice  President, 
and  respectfully  insisted  that  he  was  in  order,  and  had  a 
right  to  proceed,  lie  said  he  was  proceeding  upon  the 
parliamentary  rule  of  asking  leave  to  bring  in  ji  joint  re- 
solution, and,  in  doing  which,  he  had  a  right  to  state  his 
reasons,  which  reasons  constituted  his  speech;  that  the 
motion  was  debateable,  and  the  whole  Senate  might  an- 
swer him.  The  Vice  President  then  directed  Mr.  B.  to 
proceed.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed.     1*he  direct  power  of  the  bank  is 
now  prodigious,  and,  in  the  event  of  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  must  speedily  become  boundless  and  uncontrol- 
lable.    The  bank  is  now  authorized  to  own  effects,  lands 
inclusive,  to  the  amount   of  fifty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  to  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of  thirty -five  millions 
more.     This  makes  ninety  millions;  and,  in  addition  to 
this  vast  sum,  there  is  an  opening  for  an  unlimited  in- 
crease: for,  there  is  a  dispensation  in  the  charter  to  issue 
as  many  more  notes  as  Congress,  by  law,  may  permit. 
This  opens  the  door  to  boundless  emissions;  for  what  can 
be  more  unbounded  tlian  the  will  and  pleasure  of  suc- 
cessive Congresses?     The  indirect  power  of  tlic  bank 
cannot  be  stated  in  figures;  but  it  can  be  shown  to  be 
immense.     In  the  first  place,  it  has  the  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  now  amounting  to  twenty -six  millions  per 
annum,  (the  Post  Office  Department  included,)  and  the 
gratuitous  use  of  the  undrawn  balances,  large  enough  to 
constitute,  in  themselves,   the   capital  of  a  great  State 
bank.     In  the  next  place,  its  promissory  notes  are  re- 
ceivable, by  Hiw,  in  pui^hase  of  all  property  owned  by 
the  United  States,  and  in  payment  of  all  debts  due  them; 
and  this  may  increase  its  power  to  the  amount  of  the  an- 
nual revenue,  by  creating  a  demand  for  its  notes  to  that 
amount.     In  the  third  place,  it  wears  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  and  has  the  Federal  Government  for  a 
partner;  and  this  name,  and  this  partnership,  identifies 
the  credit  of  the  bank  with  the  credit  of  the  Union.    In 
the  fourth  place,  it  is  armed  witl^  authority  to  disparage 
and  discredit  tbe   notes  of  other  banks,   by  excluding 
them  from  all  payments  to  the  United  States;  and  this, 
added  to  all  its  other  powers,  direct  and  indii"cct,  makes 
this  institution  the  uncontrollable   rs.onarch  of  the  mo- 
neyed system  of  the  Union.     To  wh«>m  is  all  this  power 
granted'     To  a  companj'  of  private  individuals,  many  of 
them  foreigners,  and  the  mass  of  them  residing  in  a  re- 
mote andnaiTow  comer  of  the  Union,  unconnected  by  any 
sympatliy  with  the  fertile  regions  of  the  Great  Valley,  in 
which  the  natural  power  of  this  Union — the   power  of 
numbers — will  be  found  to  reside  long  before  the  re- 
newed tenn  of  a  second  charter  would  expire.    By  whom 
is  all  this  power  to  be  exercised?      By  a  directory  of 
seven,  (it  may  be,)  governed  by  a  majority,  of  four,  (it 
may  be;)  and  none  of  these  elected  by  the  people,  or 
responsiole  to  them.     Where  is  it  to  be  exercised?     At 
a  single  city,  distant  a  thousand  miles  from  some  of 
the  States,  receiving  the  produce  of  none  of  them  (ex- 
cept one;)  no  interest  in   the  welfare  of   any   of  them 
(except  one;)    no  commerce    witli  the   people;    with 
branches  in  every  State;  and  every  branch  subject  to 
the  secret  and  absolute  orders  of  the  supreme  central 
head:  thus  constituting  a  system  of  centralism,  hostile 
to  the  federative  principle  of  our  Union,   encroaching 
upon  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  States,  and  organized 
upon  a  principle  to  give  the  highest  effect  to  the  greatest 
power.     This  mass  of  power,  thus  concentrated,  thus 
ramified,  and  thus  directed,  must  necessarily  become, 
under  a  prolonged  existence,  the  absolute  monopolist  of 
American  money,  the  sole  manufacturer  of  paper  cur- 
rency, and  the  sole  authority  (for  authority  it  will  be)  to 
which  the  Federal  Government,  the  State  Governments, 


and  every  private  citizen,  must,  of  nccesdty  apply,  for 
every  loan  which  their  exigencies  may  demand.  •*  The 
rich  ruleth  the  poor,  and  the  borrower  is  the  servant  of 
the  lender."  Such  are  the  the  words  of  holy  writ;  and 
if  the  authority  of  the  Hible  admitted  of  corrobora- 
tion, the  history  of  the  world  is  at  hand  to  give  it.  IJut 
I  will  not  cite  the  histoiy  of  the  world,  but  one  eminent 
example  only,  and  that  of  a  nature  so  high  and  command- 
ing, as  to  include  all  others;  and  so  near  and  recent,  as 
to  be  directly  applicable  to  our  own  situation.  I  speak 
of  what  happened  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1795, 
when  the  Bank  of  England,  by  a  brief  and  unceremoni- 
ous letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  such  as  a  miser  would  write  to  a 
prodig-al  in  a  pinch,  g"ave  the  proof  of  what  a  great  mo- 
neyed power  could  do,  and  would  do,  to  promote  it* 
own  interest,  in  a  crisis  of  national  alarm  and  difficvilty. 
I  will  read  the  letter.  It  is  exceedingly  short;  for  after 
the  compliments  are  omitted,  there  are  but  three  lines  of 
it.  It  is,  in  fact,  about  as  long  as  a  sentence  of  execu- 
tion, leaving  out  the  prayer  of  the  judge.  It  runs  thus: 
**  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Court  of  Directors  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  settle  his  arrangements  of 
finances  for  the  present  year,  in  such  manner  as  not  to 
depend  upon  atiy  further  asststance  from  them>  beyond 
what  is  already  agreed  for.'* 

Such  were  the  words  of  this  memorable  note,  suffi- 
ciently explicit  and  intelligible;  but  to  appreciate  it  f\illy, 
we  must  know  what  was  the  condition  of  Great  Britain  at 
that  time?     Hememter  it  was  the  year  1795,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  that  year,  than  which  a  more  portentous  one 
never  opened  upon  the  British  empire.  The  war  witli  the 
French  republic  had  been  raging  for  two  years;  Spain  had 
just  declared  war  against  Great  Britain;  Ireland  was  burst- 
mg  into  rebellion;  the  fleet  in  the  Norc  was  in  open  mu- 
tiny; and  a  cry  for  the  reform  of  abuses,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  taxes,  resounded  through  the  land.  It  was  a  season 
of  alarm  and  consternation,  and  of  imminent  actual  danger 
to  Great  Britain4  and  this  was  the  moment  which  the  Bank 
selected  to  notify  the  minister  that  no  more  loans  were  to 
be  expected!    What  was  the  effect  of  this  notification  ?    It 
was  to  paralyze  the  Government,  and  to  subdue  the  min- 
ister to  the  purposes  of  the  bank.  From  that  day  forth 
Mr.  Pitt  became  tlic  minister  of  the  bank;  and,  before 
two  years  were  out,  he  had  succeeded  in  bringing  all  the  de- 
partments of  Government,  King,  Lords,  andCommons»  and 
the  Privy  Covmcil,  to  his  own  slavish  condition.  He  stopped 
the  specie  payments  of  the  bank,  and  made  its  notes  the 
lawful  currency  of  the  land.     In  1797  he  obtained  an  or- 
der in  council  for  tins  purpose;  in  the  same  year  an  act  of 
Parliament  to  confirm  the  order  for  a  month,  and  after- 
wards a  series  of  acts  to  continue  it  for  twenty  years.   Tbis 
was  the  rci^n  of  the  bank.     For  twenty  years  it  was  a 
dominant  power  in  England,  and,  during  that  disastrous 
period,  the  public  debt  was  increased  about  jC400,OO0,OOO 
sterling,  equal  nearly  to  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars^ 
and  that  by  paper  loans  from  a  bank  which,  according  to 
its  own  declarations,  had  not  a  shilling  to  lend  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  jieriod!  -1  omit  the  rest.    I  say  nothing^ 
of  the  general  subjugation  of  the  country  banks,  the  rise 
in  the  price  of  food,  the  decline  in  wages,  the  increase  of 
crimes  and  taxes,  the  multiplication  of  lords  and  beg^rs, 
and  the  frightful  demoralization  of  societ}'.    I  omit  all  this. 
I  only  seize  the  prominent  figure  in  the  picture,  that  of  a 
Government  an'ested  in  the  midst  of  war  and  danger  by 
the  veto  of  a  moneyed  corporation;  and  only  permitted  to 
go  on 'upon  condition  of  assuming  the  odium  of  stopping 
specie  payment.s,  and  sustaining  the  promissory  notes  of 
an  insolvent  bank,  as  the  lawful  currency  of  the  land. 
This  single  figuie  suffices  to  fix  the  character  of  the  times; 
for  when  the  Government  becomes  the  "  servant  of  the 
lender,*'  the  people  themselves  become  its  slaves.    Cannot 
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th?  Bink  of  the  United  States,  if  re-c'iiartered,  act  in  the 
!>amc  way?  It  certainly  can,  and  just  a^  certainly  will, 
when  time  and  opportunity  shall  serve,  and  interest  may 
prompt.  It  is  to  no  p\irpose  that  gentlemen  may  come 
forward,  and  vaunt  the  character  of  the  United  States' 
Bank,  and  proclaim  it  too  Just  and  merciful  to  oppress 
the  State.  I  must  be  permitted  to  repudiate  both  the 
pledge  and  the  praise.  The  securi^ty  is  insufficient,  and 
the  encomium  belonf^s  to  Constantinople.  There  were 
enough  such  in  the  British  Parliament  the  year  before, 
n&y,  the  day  before  the  bank  stopped;  yet  their  pledges 
and  praises  neither  prevented  the  stoppage,  nor  made 
good  the  damage  that  ensued.  There  were  gentlemen  in 
our  Congress  to  pledge  themselves  in  1810  for  the  then 
expiring  bank,  of  which  the  one  now  existing  is  a  second 
and  deteriorated  edition;  and  if  their  securityship  had 
been  accepted,  and  the  old  bank  re-cliartered,  we  should 
have  seen  this  Government  greeted  with  a  note,  about  Au- 
gust, 1814— about  the  time  tlie  British  were  burning  this 
Capitol — of  the  same  tenor  with  the  one  received  by  the 
younger  Pitt  in  the  year  1795?  for,  it  is  incontestable,  that 
that  bank  was  owned  by  men  who  would  have  glorified 
in  arresting  the  Government,  and  the  war  itself,  for  want 
of  money.  Happily,  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Jef- 
ferson, under  the  providence  of  God,  prevented  that  in- 
famy and  ruin,  by  preventing  the  renewal  of  the  old  bank 
charter. 

Secondly.  I  dbject  to  the  continuance  of  this  bank,  be- 
cause its  tendencies  are  dangerous  and  pernicious  to  the 
Government  and  the  people. 

What  are  the  tendencies  of  a  great  moneyed  power, 
connected  with  the  Government,  and  controlling  its  fiscal 
operations?  Are  they  not  dangerous  to  every  interest, 
public  and  private — political  as  well  as  pecuniary  ?  I  say 
they  are;  and  briefly  enumerate  the  beads  of  each  mis- 
chief. 

1.  Such  a  bank  tends  to  subjugate  the  Government,  as 
I  have  already  shown  in  the  history  of  what  happened  to 
the  British  minister  in  the  year  1795. 

2.  It  tends  to  collusions  between  the  Government  and 
the  bank  in  the  terms  of  the  loans,  as  has  been  fully  ex- 
perienced in  England  in  those  frauds  upon  the  people, 
and  insults  upon  the  understanding,  called  three  per  cent. 
loans,  in  which  the  Government,  for  about  £50  borrowed, 
became  liable  to  pay  £100. 

3.  It  tends  to  create  public  debt,  by  facilitating  public 
loans,  and  substituting  unlimited  supplies  of  paper,  for 
limited  supplies  of  coin.  The  British  debt  is  born  of  <lie 
Bank  of  England.  That  bank  was  chartered  in  1694,  and 
vas  nothing  more  nor  less  in  the  beginning  than  an  act  of 
Parliament  for  the  incorporation  of  a  company  of  sub- 
scribers to  a  Government  loan.  The  loan  was  £1,200,000; 
th?  interest  £80,000;  and  the  expenses  of  management 
£4,000.  And  this  is  the  birth  and  origin,  the  germ  and 
nucleus  of  that  debt,  which  is  now  £900,000,00a,  (the 
unfunded  items  included)  which  bears  an  interest  of 
£^50,000,000,  and  costs  £260,000  for  annual  management. 

4.  It  tends  to  beget  and  prolong  unnecessary  wars,  by 
ftiniishing  the  means  of  carrying  them  on  without  recur- 
rence to  the  people.  England  is  the  ready  example  for 
thi?  calamity.  Her  wars  for  the  restoration  of  the  Capet 
Bourbons  were  kept  up  by  loans  and  subsidies  created  otit 
of  bank  paper.  The  people  of  England  had  no  interest 
>n  these  wars,  which  jcost  them  about  £600,000,000  of 
<icbt  in  twenty-five  years,  in  addition  to  the  supplies 
»Jsed  within  the  year.  The  Kings  she  put  back  upon  the 
French  throne  were  not  able  to  sit  on  it.  Twice  she  put 
them  on;  twice  they  tumbled  off  in  the  mud;  and  all  that 
now  remains  of  so  much  sacrifice  of  life  and  money  is, 
thed-bt,  which  is  eternal,  the  taxes,  which  are  intolerable, 
the  pensions  and  titles  of  some  warriors,  and  the  keeping 
of  the  Capet  Bourbons,  who  are  returned  upon  their 
hands. 


5.  It  tends  to  aggravate  the  inequality  of  fortunes;  to 
make  the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer;  to  multiply 
nabobs  s^nd  paupers;  and  to  deepen  and  widen  the  gulf 
which  separates  Dives  from  Lazarus.  A  great  moneyed 
power  is  favorable  to  g^eat  capitalists;  for  it  is  the  princi- 
ple of  money  to  favor  money.  It  is  un&vorable  to  small 
capitalists;  for  it  is  the  principle  of  money  to  eschew  the 
needy  and  unfoKunate.  It  is  injurious  to  the  laboring 
classes;  because  they  receive  no  favors,  and  have  the 
price  of  the  property  they  wish  to  acquire  raised  to  tlie 
paper  maximum,  while  wages  remain  at  the  silver  mini- 
mum. 

6.  It  tends  to  make  and  to  break  fortunes,  by  the  flux 
and  reflux  of  paper.  Profuse  issues,  and  sudden  con- 
tractions, perform  this  operation,  which  can  be  repeated, 
like  planetary  and  pestilential  visititions,  in  every  cycle 
of  so  many  years;  at  every  periodical  return,  transferring 
millions  from  the  actual  possessors  of  property  to  the 
Neptunes  who  presic! :  over  the  flux  and  reflux  of  paper. 
The  last  operatioa  of  this  kind  perf'^nned  by  the  Bank  of 
England,  about  f '"^  ^  -^  ftgo,  was  Jcscribed  by  Mr. 
Alexander  BarJ  ..  •  House  of  Conine- .s,  in  terms 
which  are  entitled  >v.  v  ;.  knowledge  and  r(ji)  nib  ranee  of 
American  citizens.  I  will  read  his  description,  which  is 
brief  but  impressive.  After  describing  the  profuse  issues 
of  1823-24,  he  painted  tlie  re-action  in  (lie  following 
terms: 

"  They,  therefore,  all  at  once,  gave  a  sudden  jerk  to  the 
horse  on  whose  neck  thoy  had  before  suffered  the  reins  to 
hang  loose.  They  contracted  their  issues  to  a  considera- 
ble extent.  The  change  was  at  once  felt  throughout  the 
country.  A  few  days  before  that,  no  one  knew  what  to  do 
with  his  money:  now,  no  one  knew  where  to  get  it.  •  • 
*  •  •  •  The  London  bankers  found  it  necessary  to 
follow  the  same  course  towards  their  country  correspon- 
dents) and  these  again  towards  their  customers,  and  each 
individual  towards  his  debtor.  The  consequence  was  ob- 
vious, in  the  late  panic.  Every  one,  desirous  to  obtain 
what  was  due  to  him,  ran  to  his  banker,  or  to  any  other 
on  whom  he  had  a  claim;  and  even  those  who  had  no  im- 
mediate use  fur  their  money,  took  it  back,  and  let  it  lie  un- 
employed in  their  pockets,  thinking  it  unsafe  in  others' 
hands.  The  effect  of  this  alarm  was,  that  houses  which 
were  weak  went  immediately.  Then  went  second  rate 
houses;  and,  lastly,  houses  which  were  solvent  went,  be- 
cause their  securities  were  unavailable.  The  daily  ealla^ 
to  which  each  individual  JWAA-subject  put  it  out  of  his  pow- 
er to  assist  his  neighbor.  Men  were  known  to  seek  for 
assistance,  and,  that,  too,  without  finding  it,  who,  on  exam- 
ination of  their  affairs,  were  proved  to  be  worth  200,000 
pounds, — men,  too,  who  held  themselves  so  secure,  that, 
if  asked  six  months  before  whether  they  could  contem- 
plate such  an  event,  they  would  have  said  it  would  be  im- 
possible, unless  the  sky  should  fall,  or  some  other  event 
equally  improbable  should  occur." 

This  is  what  was  done  in  England  five  years  ago;  it  is 
what  may  be  done  here  in  every  five  years  to  come>  if  the 
bank  charter  is  renewed.  Sole  dispenser  of  money,  it  can- 
not omit  the  oldest  and  most  obvious  means  of  amassing 
wealth  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of  paper.  The  game  will 
be  in  its  own  hands,  and  the  only  answer  to  be  given  is 
that  to  which  I  have  alluded:  **  The  Sultan  is  too  just  and 
merciful  to  abuse  his  power." 

Thirdly.  1  object  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  on  ac- 
count  of  the  exclusive  privileges,  and  anti-republican  mo- 
nopoly, which  it  gives  to  the  stockholders.  It  gives,  and 
that  by  an  act  of  Congress,  to  a  company  of  individuals, 
the  exclusive  leg;d  privileges: 

1.  To  carry  on  the  trade  of  banking^  upon  the  revenue 
and  credit,  and  in  the  name,  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 


rica. 


2.  To  pay  the  revenues  of  the  Union  in  theiy  own  pro- 
missory nottrs. 
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To  hold  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  in  deposltc, 
without  making  compensation  for  the  undrawn  balances. 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of  other  banks, 
by  excluding  them  from  the  collection  of  the  federal  re- 
venue. 

5.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  retain  a  body 
of  tenantry. 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills  of  exchange. 

7.  To  establish  branches  in  the  States  without  their 
consent. 

8.  To  be  exempt  from  liability  on  the  failure  of  the 
bank. 

9.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  partner. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  for  partners. 

11.  To  be  exempt  from  the  regular  administration  of 
justice  for  the  violations  of  their  charter. 

12.  To  have  all  these  exclusive  privileges  secured  to 
them  as  a  monopoly,  in  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith  not  to 
fgnStit  the  like  privileges  to  any  other  company. 

These  are  the  privileges,  ami  this  the  monopoly,  of  the 
bank.  Now,  let  us  examine  them,  and  ascertain  their 
effect  and  bearing.  Let  us  contemplate  the  magnitude  of 
the  power  which  they  create;  and  ascertain  the  compati- 
bility of  this  power  with  the  safety  of  this  re])ublican  Go- 
vernment, and  the  rights  and  interests  of  its  free  and  equal 
constituents. 

1.  The  name,  the  credit,  and  the  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  are  given  up  to  the  use  of  this  company,  and  con- 
stitute in  themselves  an  immense  capital  to  bank  upon. — 
The  name  of  the  United  States,  like  that  of  the  King,  is  a 
tower  of  strength;  and  this  strong  tower  is  now  aji  out- 
work to  defend  the  citadel  of  a  moneyed  corporation.  The 
credit  of  the  Union  is  incalculable;  and,  of  this  credit,  as 
going  with  the  name,  and  being  in  partnership  with  the 
United  States,  the  same  corporation  now  has  posscssicH. 
The  revenues  of  tlie  Union  are  twenty -six  millions  of  dol- 
lars, including  the  Post  OfHce;  and  all  this  is  so  much  capi- 
in  the  hands  of  tlve  bank,  because  the  revenue  is  received 
by  it,  and  is  payable  in  its  promissory  notes. 

2.  To  pay  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  in  their 
own  notes,  tmtil  Congress,  by  law,  shall  otherwise  direct. — 
This  is  a  part  of  the  charter,  incredible  ar.d  extraordinary 
as  it  may  appear.     The  promissory  notes  of  the  bank  arc 
to  be  received  in  paymentof  every  thing  the  United  States 
may  have  to  sell — in  discharge  of  every  debt  due  to  her, 
until  Congress,,  by  law,  shall  otherwise  direct;  so  that,  if 
this  bank,  like  its  prototype  in  England,  should  stop  pay- 
ment, its  promissory  notes  would  still  be  recetviJBle  at 
every  custom  house,  land  oflice,  post  ofTice,  and  by  every 
collector  of  pubhc  moneys,  throughout  the  Union,   until 
Congress  shall  meet,  paas  a  repealing  law,  and  promul- 
gate the  repeal.     Other  banks  depend  upon  their  credit 
for  the  reccivability  of  their  notes;  but  this  favored  ir.sli- 
tution  has  law  on  its  side,  and  a  chartered  right  to  compel 
the  reception  of  its  paper  by  the  Federal  Government. 
The  immediate  consequence  of  this  extraordinary  privilege 
is,  that  the  United  States  becomes  virtually  bound  to  stand 
securit)'  for  the  bank,  as  much  so  as  if  she  had  signed  a 
bond  to  that  effect;  and  must  stand  forward  to  sustain  the 
institution  in  all  emergencies,  in  order  to  save  her  own  re- 
venue.   This  is  what  has^already  happened,  some  ten  years 
ago,  in  the  early  progress  of  the  bank,  and  when  the  im- 
mense wd  given  it  by  the  Federal  Government  enabled 
it  to  survive  the  crisis  of  its  own  overwhelming  mismanage- 
ment. 

3.  To  hold  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  in  deposite, 
without  making  compensation  for  the  use  of  tlie  undrawn 
balances. — This  is  a  right  which  I  deny;  but,  as  the  bank 
cluins  it,  and,  what  is  more  material,  enjoys  it;  and  as  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  suffered  to  a  vast  extent 
in  consequence  of  this  claim  and  enjojTnent,  I  shall  not 
hesitate  to  set  it  down  to  the  account  of  the  bank.  Let  us 
tKen  examine  the  value  of  this  privilege,  and  its  effect 


upon  the  interest  of  the  community:  and,  in  the  first  place, 
let  us  have  a  full  and  accurate  view  of  the  amount  of  these 
undrawn  balances,  from  the  establishment  of  the  bank  to 
the  present  day.     Here  it  is!     I^ook!     Read! 
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See,  Mr.  President,  what  masses  of  money,  and  always 
on  hancV  The  paper  is  covered  all  over  with  millions: 
and  yet,  for  all  tiicsc  vast  sums,  no  interest  is  allowt-d; 
no  compensation  is  made  to  the  United  States.  The  Bank 
of  England,  for  the  undrawn  balances  of  tlie  public  money, 
has  made  an  equitable  compensation  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment; namely,  a  permanent  loan  of  half  a  million  stcr- 
ling,  and  a  temporai-y  loan  of  three  niillions  for  twenty 
years,  without  interest.  Yet,  when  I  moved  for  a  like 
compensation  to  the  United  States,  tlie  proposition  vm 
utterly  rejected  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  treatedi 
as  an  attempt  to  violate  tlie  charter  of  the  bank.  At  tlie 
same  time  it  is  incontestable,  that  the  United  States  have 
been  borrowing  these  undrawn  balances  from  the  bai«k, 
and  paying  an  interest  upon  their  own  money.  1  tli.nk 
we  can  identify  one  of  these  loans.  Let  us  tr>'.  In  Way, 
1824,  Congress  authorized  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dolK-n 
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to  pay  the  awards  under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  com- 
monly called  the  Florida  treaty-.     The  Dank  of  the  United 
States  took  that  loan,  and  paid  the  money  for  the  United 
States  in  January  and  March,  1825.     In  looking  over  the 
statement  of  undrawn  balances,  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
amounted  to  near  four  millions  at  the  end  of  the  first,  and 
six  millions  at  the  end  of  the  second  quarter  of  that  year. 
Tiie  inference  is  irresistible,  and  I  leave  ever}-  Senator  to 
make  it;  only  adding,  tliat  we  have  paid  $1,469,375  in 
interest  upon  that  loan,  either  to  the  bank  or  its  trans- 
ferees.    This  is  a  strong  case,  but  I  have  a  stronger  one. 
It  is  known  to  every  body  that  the  United  States  sub- 
scribed seven  millions  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  for 
which  she  gave  her  stock  note,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum.     1  have  a  statement  from  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appears  that,  up  to  the 
ath  day  of  June  last,  the  United  States  had  paid  four 
iii.llions  seven  hundred  and  twenty-fi%'e  thousand  dollars 
m  interest  upon  that  note;  when  it  is  proved  by  the  state- 
ment of  balances  exhibited,  that  the  United  SUtes,  for  the 
TJfhole  period  in  which  that  interest  was  accruing,  had  the 
lulf,  or  the  whole,  and  once  the  double,  of  these  seven 
milions  in  the  hands  of  the  bank.     This  is  a  stronger  case 
than  tliat  of  the  five. million  loan,  but  it  is  not  the  strongest. 
The  strongest  case  is  this;   In  the  year  1817,  when  the 
oauk  went  into  operation,  the  United  States  owetj,  among 
other  debts,  a  sum  of  about  fourteen  millions  and  tliree- 
quarters,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent.     In  the 
^me  year,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  were 
autlmrizcd  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  purchase  that  stock 
■^\  iixty.fiye  per  cent.,  which  was  then  its  market  price. 
Under  this  authority,  the  amount  of  about  one  million  and 
a  half  was  purchased;  the  remainder,  amounting  to  about 
thirteen  millions  and  a  quarter,  has  continued  unpurchased 
to  this  day;  and,  after  costing  the  United  States  about  six 
milhons  in  interest  since  1817,  the  stock  has  risen  about 
four  millions  in  value;  that  is  to  say,  from  sixty-five  to 
nearly  ninety-five.     Now,  here  is  a  clear  loss  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  the  United  States.     In  1817  she  could 
have  paid  off  th'uleen  millions  and  a  quarter  of  debt,  with 
eijjbt  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  now,  after  paying  six 
millions  of  interest,  it  would  require  twelve  millions  and  a 
half  to  pay  off  the  same  debt.     By  referring  to  the  state- 
ment of  undrawn  balances,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United 
States  had,  during  tlie  whole  year  1817,  an  avcn^  sum 
ot  above  ten  millions  of  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
Y^\n^  a  million  and  a  half  more  than  enough  to  have 
bought  in  the  wliole  of  tlie  three  per  cent,  stock.     The 
que'>tion,  therefore,  naturally  comes  up,  why  was  it  not 
applied  to  the  redemption  of  these  thirteen  millions  and  a 
quarter,  according  to  the  authority  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress  of  that  year?     Certainly  the  bank  needed  the 
money;  for  it  was  just  getting  into  operation,  and  was  as 
hard  run  to  escape  bankruptcy  about  that  time,  as  any 
bank  that  ever  was  saved  from  the  brink  of  desti'uction. 
This  is  the  largest  injury  which  we  have  sustained,  on  ac- 
count of  accommodating  the  bank  with  the  gratuitous  use 
of  these  vast  dcposites.    But,  to  show  myself  impartial,  1 
will  now  state  the  smallest  case  of  injury  that  has  come 
within  my  knowledge:  It  is  the  case  of  the  bonxia  of  fifteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars  which  the  bank  was  to  pay  to 
the  United  States,  in  three  equal  instalments,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  its  charter.    Nominally,  this  bcn%u  has  been  paid, 
but  out  of  what  moneys?    Certainly  out  of  our  own;  for 
llic  statement  shows  our  money  was  tliere,  and  further, 
shows  that  it  is  still  there;  for,  on  the  30th  day  of  June 
last,  which  is  the  latest  return,  there  was  still  ^2,550,664 
in  the  hands  of  the  bank,  which  is  above  ^50,000  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  bimus. 

One  word  more  upon  the  subject  of  these  balances.  It 
»  now  two  years  since  I  made  an  effort  to  repeal  the  4th 
section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of  1817;  a  section  which 
was  intended  to  limit  the  amount  of  surplus  money  wliich 


roig^t  be  kept  in  the  treasury,  to  two  millions  of  dollars; 
but,  by  the  power  of  construction,  was  made  to  authorize 
the  keeping  of  two  millions  in  addition  to  the  suriilus.     I 
wished  to  repeal  this  section,  which  bad  thus  been  con- 
strued into  the  reverse  of  its  intention,  and  to  revive  the 
first  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of  1790,  which  di- 
rected the  whole  of  the  surplus  on  hand  to  be  applied,  at 
the  end  of  each  year,  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
My  argument  was  this:  that  there  was  no  necessity  to  keep 
any  surplus;  that  the  revenue,  coming  in  as  fast  as  it  went 
out,  was  like  a  perennial  fountain,  which  you  mi^ht  drain 
to  the  last  drop,  and  not  exhaust;  fbr  the  place  ot  the  last 
drop  would  be  supplied  the  instant  it  M'as  out.     And  I 
supported  this  reasoniiig  by  a  reference  to  the  annual 
treasury  reports,-  which  always  exhibit  a  surplus  of  four 
or  five  millions;  and  which  were  equally  in  the  treasury 
the  whole  year  round,  as  on  the  last  day  of  every  year. 
This  was  the  argument,  which,  in  fact,  availed  nothing; 
but  now  I  have  mathematical  proof  of  the  truth  of  my  po- 
sition.    Look  at  this*  statement  of  balances;  look  for  the 
year  1819,  and  you  will  find  but  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  on  hand  for  that  year;  look  still  lower  for  1821, 
and  you  will  find  this  balance  but  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  thousand  dollars.     And  what  was  the  consequence  ? 
Did  the  Government  stop^    Did  the  wheels  of  the  state 
chariot  cease  to  turn  round  in  those  years  for  want  of 
treasury  oiH    Not  at  all.     Every  thing  went  on  as  well  as 
before;  the  operations  of  the  treasury  were  as  perfect  and 
regular  in  those  two  years  of  insignificant  balances,  as  in 
1817  and  1818,  when  five  and  ten  millions  were  on  hand. 
This  is  proof;  this  is  demonstration:  it  is  the  indubitable 
evidence  of  the  senses  which  concludes  argument,  and 
dispels  uncertainty;  and,  as  my  proposal  for  the  repeal  of 
the  4th  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of  1817  was  enact- 
ed into  a  law  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Secretary  of  the  lYeasury,  a  vigilant 
and  exemplary  officer,  I  trust  that  the  repeal  will  be  acted 
upon,  and  that  the  bank  platter  will  be  wiped  as  clean  of 
federal  money  in  1831,  m  it  was  in  1821.      Such  clean- 
taking  from  that  dish,  will  allow  two  or  three  millions 
more  to  goto  the  reduction  of  the  publio  debt;  and  there 
can  be  no  danger  in  taking  the  last  dollar,  as  reason  and 
experience  both  prove.  But,  to  quiet  every  apprehension 
on  this  point,  to  silence  the  last  suggestion  of  a  possibility 
of  any  temporary  deficit,  I  recur  to  a  provision  contained 
in  two  different  clauses  in  the  bank  charter,  copied  from 
an  amendment  in  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  £ngland,  and 
expressly  made,  at  the  instance  of  the  ministry,  to  meet 
the  contingency  of  a  temporary  deficiency  in  the  annual 
revenue.     The  English  provision  is  this:  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  borrow  of  the  bank  half  a  million  sterling,  at 
any  time,  witliout  a  special  act  of  Parliament  to  authorize 
it.     The  provinon  in  our  chai-ter  is  tlie  same,  with  the 
single  substitution  of  dollars  for  pounds.     It  is,  in  words 
and  intention,  a  standing  authority  to  borrow  that  limited 
sum,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  preventing  a  constant 
keeping  of  a  sum  of  money  in  hand  as  a  reserve,  to  meet 
contingencies  which  hardly  ever  occur.     This  contingent 
authority  to  effect  a  small  loan,  has  often  been  used  in 
England — in  the  United  States,  never;  possibly,  because 
there  has  been  no  occasion  for  it;  probably,  because  the 
clause  was  copied  mechanically  from  the  English  charter, 
and  without  the  perception  of  its  practical  bearing.     Be 
this  as  it  may,  it  is  certainly  a  wise  and  prudent  provision, 
such  as  all  Governments  should,  at  all  times,  be  clothed 
with. 

If  any  Senator  thinks  that  I  have  exaggerated  the  injury 
suffered  by  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  uncom- 
pensated masses  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
I  am  now  going  to  convince  him  tlmt  he  is  wrong.     I  am 

going  to  prove  to  him  that  I  have  imderstated  the  case; 
lat  I  have  purposely  kept  back  a  large  part  of  it;  and 
that  justice  requires  a  further  development.     The  fact  is. 


59 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


60 


SSNATK.] 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 


[Feb.  2,  1831. 


tliat  there  are  two  different  deposites  of  public  money  in 
the  bank;  one  in  the  name  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  others  in  the  name  of  disbursing'  officers.  The 
annual  average  of  the  former  has  been  about  three  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  this  I  have  said  not  a  word. 
But  the  essential  character  of  both  deposites  is  the  same; 
they  are  both  the  property  of  the  United  States;  both  per- 
manent; both  available  as  so  much  capital  to  the  bank;  and 
both  uncompensated.  Here  is  the  statement  of  the  month- 
ly amount  of  these  secondary  deposites,  as  f  find  them  on 
the  bank  returns;  and  to  it  I  appeal  for  the  verification  of 
what  I  allege: 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 


1825. 
$1,543,618 
1,888,764 
2.185,930 
1,489,934 
1,428,025 
1,532,258 
1.264,758 
1,575,492 
1,585,401 
2,042,345 
1,558,873 
1,576,997 


1826. 
$1,393,805 
1,434,800 
2,250,113 
1,638,146 
1,637,519 
2,301,787 
1,678.274 
2,032,684 
2,593,606 
1,753,621 
1,683,717 
2,112,097 


1830. 
$855,691 
1,562,841 
1,554,969 ; 
1,652,841 
1,323,661 
1, 346,206 1' 
1,129,990 ! 

875,459 
1,346,206 
1,334,081 
l,194.6vS2 
1,616,656 


1  have  not  ascertained  the  average  of  these  deposites 
since  1817,  but  presume  it  may  equal  the  amount  of  that 
bonus  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
which  we  sold  the  charter,  and  which  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  compliments  the  bank  for  paying  in 
three,  instead  of  seventeen,  annual  instalments;  and  shows 
how  much  interest  they  lost  by  doing  so.  Certainly,  this 
was  a  disadvantage  to  the  bank.  It  would  have  been  bet- 
ter for  it  to  have  dribbled  out  to  us  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  instead  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  our  own 
money,  at  a  time.  But  there  are  three  considerations 
which  should  prevent  her  from  complaining:  first,  that  it 
was  the  bargain  to  pay  in  three  years;  secondly,  that  wc 
furnished  the  money;  thirdly,  that  wc  kept  up  the  amount 
in  her  hand.  Finally,  these  monthly  returns  show  that 
the  overdrawings,  for  permitting  which  the  bank  has  been 
so  much  lauded,  were  overdrawing^  in  name,  not  in  fact; 
the  amount  of  the  money  bein^  only  transferred  to  another 
deposite,  and  the  money  itself  remaining'  in  the  hands  of 
the  bank. 

Mr.  President,  it  docs  seem  to  me  that  there  is  some- 
thing ominous  to  the  bank  in  this  contest  for  compensa- 
tion on  the  undrawn  balances.  It  is  the  very  way  in 
which  the  struggle  began  in  the  British  Parliament  which 
has  ended  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  is 
the  way  in  which  the  struggle  is  beginning  here.  My  re- 
solutions of  two  and  three  years  ago  are  the  causes  of  the 
speech  which  you  now  hear;  and,  as  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, some  others  more  worthy  of  your  hearing,  which 
will  come  at  the  proper  time.  The  question  of  compen- 
sation for  balances  is  now  mixing  itself  up  here,  as  in 
England,  with  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter;  and 
the  two,  acting  together,  will  fall  with  combined  weight 
upon  the  public  mind,  and  certainly  eventuate  here  as 
they  did  there. 

4.  To  discredit  and  disparage  the  notes  of  all  other 
banks,  by  excluding  them  from  the  collection  of  the  fe- 
deral revenue. — Tliis  results  from  the  collection — no,  not 
the  collection,  but  the  receipt  of  the  revenue  having  been 
committed  to  the  bank,  and  along  with  it  the  virtual  exe- 
cution of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  to  regulate  the  col-] 
lection  of  the  federal  revenue.  The  execution  of  that  re- 
solution was  intended  to  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury — a  disinterested  arbiter  between  rival  banks;) 
but  it  may  be  considered  as  virtually  devolved  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  powerfully  increases  the 
capacity  of  that  institution  to  destroy,  or  subjugate,  all 
other  banks.     The  notes  of  the  State  banks  excluded  from 


revenue  payments,  are  discredited  and  disparajycd,  and 
fall  into  the  hands  of  brokers  at  all  places  wlierc  they  are 
not  issued  artd  payable.  They  cease  to  insulate  at  all  the 
points  to  which  the  exclusion  extends.  I  am  informed 
that  the  notes  of  the  banks  south  of  the  Potomac  and 
Ohio,  even  those  of  the  lower  Mississippi,  are  generally 
refused  at  the  United  States*  Branch  Bank  in  St.  Louis, 
and,  in  consequence,  are  expelled  from  circulation  in 
Missouri  and  Illinois,  and  the  neigfhboring  district*;.  This 
exclusion  of  tlie  Southern  notes  from  the  northwest  qit:*r- 
^er  of  the  Union,  is  injurious  to  both  parties,  as  our  tra- 
vellers and  emigrants  chiefly  come  from  the  Soutli,  and 
the  whole  of  our  trade  gees  there  to  find  a  cash  market. 
The  exclusion,  as  I  am  told,  (for  I  have  not  looked  into 
the  matter  myself,)  is  general,  and  extends  to  the  banks 
in  Virginia,  the  two  Carolinas,  Georgia,  Alabama,  M':ss"s- 
sippi,  and  i^ouisiana.  If  this  be  the  fact,  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  1816  is  violated:  for,  under  the  terms  of  thut 
resolution,  there  are  several  banks  in  each  of  the  States 
mentioned  whose  notes  are  receivable  in  the  collection  of 
federal  revenue;  that  is  to  say,  specie  paying  banks 
whose  notes  are  payable,  and  paid,  in  specie,  on  demand- 
Yet,  in  consequence  of  exclusion  from  the  United  States* 
Branch  Bank,  they  arc  excluded  from  all  the  land  ofiicfs 
eleven  in  number,  which  deposite  in  that  branch;  and, 
being  excluded  from  the  land  offices,  they  cease  to  be 
curi*ent  money  among  the  people.  If  a  traveller,  or  emi- 
grant, brings  these  notes  to  the  country,  or  receives  thtm 
in  remittance;  if  a  trader  accepts  them  in  exchange  for 
produce,  they  are  **  shaved**  out  of  their  hands,  and  sent 
out  of  the  country.  This  is  a  pecuniary  injury  done  to 
the  Northwest;  it  may  be  more— it  may  be  a  political  in- 
jury also;  for  it  contributes  to  break  the  communication 
between  the  two  quarters  of  the  Union,  and  encourages 
the  idea  that  nothing  good  can  come  from  the  South — not 
even  money !  This  power  to  disparage  the  notes  of  all 
other  banks,  is  a  power  to  injure  them;  and,  added  to  all 
the  other  privileges  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  a 
power  to  destroy  them!  If  any  one  doubts  this  assertion, 
let  him  read  the  answers  of  the  President  of  the  bank  to 
the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  These  answers  are  appended  to  the  commit- 
tee's report  of  tlic  last  session  in  favor  of  the  bank,  and 
expressly  declare  the  capacity  of  the  federal  bank  to  de- 
stroy the  State  banks.  The  worthy  Chairman  [Mr.  Smith, 
of  Md.]  puts  this  question:  "  Has  the  bank  at  any  time 
oppressed  any  of  the  State  banks?"  The  President,  [Mr. 
Biddle,  ]  answers,  as  the  whole  world  would  answer  to  a 
question  of  oppression,  that  it  never  had;  and  this  rcs*- 
ponse  was  as  much  as  the  interrogatory  required.  But  it 
did  not  content  the  President  of  the  bank;  he  chose  to  go 
further,  and  to  do  honor  to  the  institution  over  which  he 
presided,  by  showing  that  it  was  as  just  and  generous  as  It 
was  rich  and  powerful.  He,  therefore,  adds  the  follow- 
ing words,  for  which,  as  a  seeker  after  evidence,  to  show 
the  alarming  and  dangerous  character  of  the  bank,  I  re- 
turn him  my  unfeigned  and  pardonable  thanks:  "I'hcre 
arc  very  few  banks  which  might  not  have  been  destroyed 
by  an  exertion  of  the  power  of  the  bank. 

This  is  enough!  proof  enough!  not  for  me  alone,  but 
for  all  who  are  unwilling  to  see  a  moneyed  domination  set 
up — a  moneyed  oligarchy  established  in  this  land,  and  the 
entire  Union  subjected  to  its  sovereign  will.  The  power 
to  destroy  all  other  banks  is  admitted  and  declared;  the 
inclination  to  do  so  is  known  to  all  rational  being^s  to  res'de 
with  the  power!  Policy  may  restrain  the  destroying  fx- 
culties  for  the  present;  but  they  exist;  and  will  come  fortli 
when  interest  prompts  and  policy  permits.  They  have 
been  exercised;  and  the  general  prostration  of  the  South- 
ern and  Western  banks  attests  the  fact.  They  will  be 
exercised,  (the  charter  being  renewed,^  and  the  remain- 
ing State  banks  will  be  swept  with  the  oesom  of  destruc- 
tion.    Not  that  all  will  have  their  signs  knocked  down. 
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&nd  their  doors  closed  up.  Far  worse  than  that  to  many 
of  them.  Subjtig^tiony  in  preference  to  destruction,  will 
be  the  6ite  of  many.  Every  planet  must  have  its  satelr 
lites;  every  tyranny  must  have  its  instruments;  every 
knight  is  followed  by  his  squire;  even  the  kin^  of  beasts, 
the  royal  quadruped,  whose  roar  subdues  the  forest,  must 
have  a  small,  subservient  animal  to  spring  his  prey.  Just 
so  of  this  imperial  bank,  when  installed  anew  in  its  formi- 
dahle  and  lasting  power.  The  State  banks,  spared  by  the 
svord,  will  be  passed  under  the  yoke.  They  will  become 
subordinate  parts  in  the  great  machine.  Their  place,  in 
the  scale  of  subordination  will  be  one  degree  below  the 
rank  of  the  legitimate  branches;  their  business,  to  per* 
form  the  work  which  it  would  be  too  disreputable  for  the 
Kfiiimate  branches  to  perform.  This  will  be  the  fate  of 
tlie  State  banks  which  are  allowed  to  keep  up  their  signs, 
and  to  set  open  their  doors;  and  thus  the  entire  moneyed 
power  of  the  Union  would  fiill  into  the  hands  of  one  sin- 
^e  institution,  whose  inexorable  and  invisible  mandates, 
emanating  from  a  centre,  would  pervade  the  Union,  giv- 
in.^  or  withholding  money  accortling  to  its  own  sovereigfn 
will  and  absolute  pleasure.  To  a  favored  State,  to  an  in- 
dividual, or  a  class  of  individuals,  favored  by  the  central 
power,  the  golden  stream  of  Pactolus  would  flow  direct. 
Toal)  such  the  munificent  mandates  of  the  High  Directory 
votild  come,  as  the  fabled  god  made  his  terrestrial  visit  of 
love  and  desire,  enveloped  in  a  shower  of  gold.  But  to 
others— to  those  not  favored — and  to  those  hated — the 
Dtandates  of  this  same  directory  would  be  as  **  the  plane- 
tar)*  plagtie  which  hangs  its  poison  in  the  sick  air:"  death 
to  them!  death  to  all  who  minister  to  their  wants!  What 
a  state  of  things!  What  a  condition  for  a  confederacy  of 
States!  What  grounds  for  alarm  and  terrible  apprehen- 
sion, when,  in  a  confederacy  of  such  vast  extent,  so  many 
independent  States,  so  many  rival  commercial  cities,  so 
much  sectional  jealousy,  such  violent  political  parties, 
such  fierce  contests  for  power,  there  should  be  but  one 
moneyed  tribunal  before  which  all  the  rival  and  contend- 
i^:?  elements  must  appear!  but  one  single  dispenser  of 
nwney,  to  which  every  citizen,  every  trader,  every  mer- 
chant, every  manufacturer,  every  planter,  every  corpora- 
tion, every  city,  every  State,  and  the  Federal  Government 
itielf,  must  apply,  in  every  emergency,  for  the  most  indis- 
pensable loan!  and  this,  m  the  face  of  the  fact,  that,  in 
€vm-  contest  for  human  rights,  the  great  moneyed  insti- 
tutions of  the  world  have  uniformly  been  found  on  the  side 
ofking[sand  nobles,  against  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
people. 

5.  To  hold  real  estate,  receive  rents,  and  retain  a  body 
of  teiuntry. — ^This  privilege  is  hostile  to  the  nature  of  our 
republican  Government,  and  inconsistent  with  the  nature 
ind  desi^  of  a  banking  institution.  Republics  want  free- 
holders, not  landlords  and  tenants;  and,  except  the  cor- 
porators in  this  bank,  and  in  the  British  East  India  Com- 
ply, there  is  not  an  incorporated  body  of  landlords  in 
»ny  country  upon  the  face  of  tlie  earth  whose  laws  em-. 
»tttte  from  a  legislative  body.  Banks  are  instituted  to  pro- 
|W)te  trade  and  industry,  and  to  aid  the  Government  and 
its  citiicns  with  loans  of  money.  The  whole  argument  in 
favor  of  banking — every  argument  in  favor  of  this  bank — 
rtsis  upon  that  idea.  No  one,  when  this  charter  was 
granted,  presumed  to  speak  in  favor  of  incorporating  a 
»cicty  of  landlords,  especially  foreign  landlords,  to  buy 
pds,  build  houses,  rent  tenements,  and  retain  tenantry. 
l'_oan8  of  money  was  the  object  in  view,  and  the  purchase 
of  real  estate  is  incompatible  with  that  object.  Instead  of 
j^maining  bankers,  the  corporators  may  turn  land  specu- 
lators: instead  of  having  money  to  lend,  they  may  turn 
J  ou  out  tenants  to  vote.  To  an  application  for  a  loan, 
t»ey  may  answer,  and  answer  truly,  that  they  have  no 
jopney  on  haiui;  and  the  reason  may  be,  that  they  have 
^  rt  out  in  land.  This  seems  to  be  the  case  at  present. 
A  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  just 


applied  for  a  loan;  the  President  of  the  bank,  nothing 
loth  to  make  a  loan  to  that  great  State,  for  twenty  years 
longer  than  the  charter  has  to  exist,  expresses  his  regret 
that  he  cannot  lend  but  a  limited  and  inadequate  sum.  The 
funds  of  the  institution,  he  says,  will  not  permit  it  to  ad- 
vance more  than  eight  millions  of  dollars.  And  why?  be- 
cause it  has  invested  three  millions  in  real  estate !  To  this 
power  to  hold  real  estate,  is  superadded  the  means  to  ac- 
quire it.  The  bank  is  now  the  greatest  moneyed  power 
in  the  Union;  in  the  event  of  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it 
will  soon  be  the  sole  one.  Sole  dispenser  of  money,  it  will 
soon  be  the  chief  owner  of  property.  To  unlimited  means 
of  acquisition,  would  be  united  perpetuity ^of  tenure;  for 
a  corporation  never  dies,  and  is  free  from  the  operation 
of  the  laws  which  govern  the  descent  and  distribution  of 
real  estate  in  the  hands  of  individuals.  The  limitations  in 
the  charter  are  vain  and  illusory.  They  insult  tlie  under- 
standing, and  mock  the  credulity  of  foolish  believers. 
The  bank  is  first  limited  to  such  acquisitions  of  real  estate 
as  are  necessai^  to  its  own  accommodation;  then  comes  a 
proviso  to  undo  the  limitation,  so  far  as  it  concerns  pur- 
chases upon  its  own  mortgages  and  executions!  This  is 
the  limitation  upon  the  capacity  of  such  an  institution  to 
acquire  real  estate.  As  if  it  had  any  thing  to  do  but  to 
make  loans  upon  mortgages,  and  push  executions  upon 
judgments!  Having  all  the  money,  it  would  be  the  sole 
lender;  mortgages  being  the  road  to  loans,  all  borrowers 
must  travel  that  road.  When  birds  enough  are  in  the  net, 
the  fowler  draws  his  string,  and  the  heads  are  wrung  off*. 
So  when  mortgages  enough  are  taken,  the  loans  are  called 
in;  discounts  cease;  curtailments  are  made;  failures  to 
pay  ensue;  writs  issue;  judgments  and  executions  follow; 
all  tlie  mortgaged  premises  are  for  sale  at  once;  and  the 
attorney  of  the  bank  appears  at  the  elbow  of  the  marshal, 
sole  bidder,  and  sole  purchaser. 

What  is  the  legal  effect  of  this  vast  capacity  to  acquire, 
and  this  legal  power  to  retain,  real  estate?  Is  it  not  the 
creation  of  a  new  species  of  mortmain?  And  of  a  kind 
more  odious  and  dangerous  tlian  tliat  mortmain  of  the 
church  which  it  bafHed  the  English  Parliament  so  many 
ages  to  abolish.  The  mortmain  of  the  cJiurch  was  a  power 
in  an  ecclesiastical  corporation  to  bold  real  estate,  inde- 
pendent of  the  laws  of  distribution  and  descent:  the  mort- 
main of  the  bank  is  a  power  in  a  lay  corporation  to  do 
the  same  tiling.  The  evil  of  the  two  tenures  is  identical; 
the  difference  between  the  two  corporations  is  no  more 
than  the  difference  between  parsons  and  money  changers; 
the  capacity  tu  do  mischief  incomparably  the  greatest  on 
•the  part  of  the  lay  corporators.  The  church  could  only 
operate  upon  the  few  who  were  thinking  of  the  other 
world;  the  bank,  upon  all  who  are  immersed  in  the  busi- 
ness or  the  pleasures  of  this.  The  means  of  the  church 
were  nothing  but  prayers;  the  means  of  the  bank  is  mo- 
ney !  The  church  received  what  it  could  beg  from  dying 
sinners;  the  bank  may  extort  what  it  pleases  from  the 
whole  living  generation  of  the  just  and  unjust.  Such  la 
the  parallel  between  the  mortmain  of  the  two  corporations. 
They  both  end  in  monopoly  of  estates,  and  perpetuity  of 
succession;  and  the  bank  is  the  greatest  monopolizer  of^ the 
two.  Monopolies  and  perpetual  succession  are  the  bane 
of  republics.  Our  ancestors  took  care  to  provide  against 
them,  by  abolishing  entails  and  primogeniture.  Even 
the  glebes  of  the  church,  lean  and  few  as  they  were  in 
most  of  the  States,  fell  under  the  republican  principle 
of  limited  tenures.  All  the  States  abolished  the  anti- 
republican  tenures;  but  Congress  re-establishes  them, 
and  in  a  manner  more  dangeraus  and  offensive  than  be- 
fore the  revolution.  They  are  no>v  given,  not  generally, 
but  to  few;  not  to  natives  only,  but  to  foreigners  also; 
for  foreigners  are  larg^  owners  of  this  bank.  And  thus, 
the  principles  of  the  revolution  sink  before  the  privileges 
of  an  incorporated  company.  The  laws  of  the  States  fall 
before  the  mandates  of  a  central  dircctojT  in  Philadel- 
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phia.  Foreig-ners  become  the  landlords  of  free  born 
Americans;  and  the  young  and  flourishing  towns  of  the 
United  States  are  verging  to  the  fate  of  the  Simily  boroughs 
which  belong  to  tlie  great  aristocracy  of  England. 

Let  no  one  say  the  bank  will  not  avail  itself  of  its  capa- 
city to  amass  real  estate.  The  fact  is,  it  has  already  done 
so.  I  know  towns,  yea,  cities,  and  could  name  them,  if 
it  might  not  seem  invidious  from  this  elevated  theatre  to 
make  a  public  reference  to  their  misfortunes,  in  which  this 
bank  already  appears  as  a  dominant  and  engrossing  pro- 
prietor. I  have  been  in  places  where  the  answers  to  in- 
quiries for  the  owners  of  the  most  valuable  tenements, 
would  remind  you  of  the  answera  given  by  the  Egyptians 
to  similar  questions  from  the  French  omcers,  on  their 
march  to  Cairo.  You  recollect,  no  doubt,  sir,  the  dialogpue 
to  which  I  allude:  "Who  owns  that  palace?"  "  The  Ma- 
meluke^"  **  Who  this  country  house?"  «« The  Mameluke?" 
"  These  gardens?"  "  The  Mameluke;"  "That  field  cover- 
ed with  rice?"  "  The  Mameluke."— And  thus  have  1  been 
answered,  in  the  towns  and  cities  referred  to,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  substituted  forthat  of  the  military  scourge  of  Egypt. 
If  this  is  done  under  the  first  charter,  what  may  not  be  ex- 
pected under  the  second?  If  this  is  done  while  the  bank 
is  on  its  best  behavior,  what  may  she  not  do  when  freed 
irom  all  restraint  and  delivered  up  to  the  boundless  cupi- 
dity and  remorseles  exactions  of  a  moneyed  corporation? 

6.  To  deal  in  pawns,  merchandise,  and  bills  of  ex- 
change.— I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  require  me  to  read 
dry  passages  from  the  charter  to  prove  what  I  say.  I 
know  1  speak  a  thing  nearly  incredible  when  I  allege  tliat 
this  bank,  in  addition  to  all  its  other  attributes,  is  an  in- 
corporated company  of  pawnbrokers!  The  allegation 
staggers  belief,  but  a  reference  to  the  charter  will  dispel 
increduhty.  The  charter,  in  the  first  part,  forbids  a  traffic 
in  merchandise;  in  the  after  part,  permits  it.  For  truly 
this  instrument  seems  to  have  been  framed  upon  the 
principles  of  contraries;  one  principle  making  limitations, 
and  the  other  following  after  with  provisoes  to  undo  them. 
Thus  is  it  with  lands,  as  I  have  just  shown;  thus  is  it  with 
merchandise,  as  T  now  show.  The  bank  is  forbiden  to  deal 
in  merchandise — proviso,  unless  in  the  case  of  goods  pledg- 
ed for  money  lent,  and  not  redeemed  to  the  day;  and, 
proviso,  again,  unless  for  goods  which  shall  be  the  proceeds 
of  its  lands.  With  the  help  of  these  two  provisoes,  it  is 
clear  that  the  limitation  is  undone;  it  is  clear  thai  the  bank 
is  at  liberty  to  act  the  pawnbroker  and  merchant,  to  any 
extent  that  it  pleases.  It  may  say  to  all  the  merchants  who 
want  loans.  Pledge  your  stores,  gentlemen !  They  must 
do  it,  or  do  worse;  and,  if  any  accident  prevents  redemp- 
tion on  the  day,  the  pawn  is  forfeited,  and  the  bank  takes 
possession.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  lay  out  its  rents  for 
goods;  it  may  sell  its  real  estate,  now  worth  three  millions 
of  dollars,  for  goods.  Thus  the  bank  is  an  incorporated 
company  of  pawnbrokers  and  merchants,  as  well  as  an 
incorporation  of  landlords  and  land-speculators;  and 
this  derogatory  privilege,  like  the  others,  is  copied  from 
the  old  Bank  of  England  charter  of  1694.  Bills  of  ex- 
change are  aho  subjected  to  the  traffic  of  this  bank.  It  is 
a  traffic  unconnected  with  the  trade  of  banking,  dangt^rous 
for  a  great  bank  to  hold,  and  now  operating  most  injuri- 
ously in  the  South  and  West.  It  is  the  process  which  drains 
these  quarters  of  the  Union  of  their  g^ld  and  silver,  and 
stifles  the  gfrowth  of  a  fair  commerce  in  the  products  of 
the  country.  The  merchants,  to  make  remittances,  buy 
bills  of  exchange  from  the  branch  banks,  inste.id  of  buying 
produce  from  the  farmers.  The  bills  are  paid  for  in  gold 
and  silver;  and,  eventually,  the  gold  and  silver  arc  sent  to 
tlie  mother  bank,  or  to  the  branches  in  the  Kastern  cities, 
either  to  meettlicse  bills,  or  to  replenish  their  coffers,  and 
to  furnish  vast  loans  to  favorite  States  or  individuals.  The 
bills  sell  cheap,  say  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent.;  they  arc, 
therefore,  a  good  remittance  to  the  merchant.     To  the 


bank  the  operation  is  doubly  good;  for  even  the  half  of 
one  per  cent,  on  bills  of  exchuig^  is  a  g^eat  profit  to  the 
institution  which  monopolizes  that  business,  while  the  col- 
lection and  delivery  to  the  branches  of  all  the  hanl  money 
in  the  country  is  a  still  more  corMderable  advantage.  Un- 
der this  system,  the  best  of  the  Western  banks — I  do  not 
speak  of  those  which  had  no  foundations,  and  sunk  under 
tlie  weight  of  neighborhood  opinion — but  those  which  de- 
served favor  and  confidence,  sunk  ten  years  ago.  Under 
this  system,  the  entire  West  is  now  undergoing  a  silent, 
general,  and  invisible  drain  of  its  hard  money;  and,  if  not 
quickly  arrested,  these  States  will  soon  be,  so  far  as  the 
precious  metals  are  concerned,  no  more  than  the  empty 
skin  of  an  immolated  victim. 

7.  To  establish  branches  in  the  different  Slates  without 
their  consent,  and  in  defiance  of  their  I'csistaiice.  — No  one 
can  deny  the  degrading  and  injurious  tendency  of  lhi»  pri- 
vilege. It  derogates  from  the  sovereignty  of  a  State;  tram- 
ples upon  her  laws;  injures  her  revenue  and  commerce^ 
lays  open  her  Government  to  the  attacks  of  centralis  t.j  im- 
pairs the  property  of  her  citizens;  and  fastens  a  vampire 
on  her  bosom  to  suck  out  her  gold  and  silver.  1.  It 
derogates  from  her  sovereignty,  because  the  central  insii- 
tution  may  impose  its  intrusive  branches  upon  the  Slate 
without  her  consent,  an^l  in  defiance  of  her  rcsiiitancc. 
This  has  already  been  done.  The  State  of  Alabama,  but 
four  years  ago,  by  a  resolve  of  her  Legislatui*e,  remon- 
strated against  the  intru»on  of  a  branch  upon  her.  She 
protested  against  the  favor.  Was  the  will  of  the  State  res- 
pected? On  the  contrary,  was  not  a  branch  instantane- 
ously forced  upon  her,  as  if,  by  the  suddenness  of  the  ac- 
tion, to  make  a  striking  and  conspicuous  display  of  the 
omnipotence  of  the  bank,  and  the  nullity  of  tlie  State ' 
2.  It  tramples  upon  her  laws;  because,  according  to 
the  decision  of  tlie  Supreme  Court,  the  bank  and  all  its 
branches  are  wholly  independent  of  State  legislation;  and 
it  tramples  on  them  again,  because  it  authorizes  foreigners 
to  hold  lands  and  tenements  in  every  State,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  many  of  them;  and  because  it  admits  of  the  mon- 
main  tenure,  which  is  condemned  by  all  the  rcjrublican 
States  in  the  Union.  3.  It  injures  her  revenue,  beaiuse 
the  bank  stock,  under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
is  not  liable  to  taxation.  And  thus,  foreigners,  and  non- 
resident Americans,  who  monopolize  the  money  of  the 
State,  who  hold  its  best  lands  and  town  lots,  who  meddle 
in  its  elections,  and  suck  out  its  gold  and  silver,  and  per- 
form no  military  duty,  are  exempted  from  paying  taxes,  in 
proportion  to  their  wealth,  for  the  support  of  the  State 
whose  laws  they  trample  upon,  and  whose  benefits  t!u  v 
usurp.  4.  It  subjects  the  State  to  the  dangerous  ma- 
noeuvres and  intrigues  of  centralism,  by  means  of  the 
tenants,  debtors,  bank  officers,  and  bank  money,  which 
the  central  directory  retain  in  the  Stutc,  and  may  embody 
and  direct  against  it  in  its  elections,  and  in  its  legislative 
and  judicial  proceedings.  5.  It  tends  to  impair  the  pro- 
perty of  the  citizens,  and,  in  some  instances,  that  of  the 
States,  by  destroying  the  State  banks  in  which  they  ha\  e 
invested  their  money.  6.  It  is  injurious  to  the  commerce 
of  the  States,  (I  speak  of  the  Western  States,)  by  sub- 
stituting a  trade  in  bilW  of  exchange,  for  a  tmic  in  the 
products  of  the  country.  7.  It  fastens  a  vampire  on  the 
bosom  of  the  State,  to  suck  away  its  gold  and  silver,  and 
to  co-operate  with  the  course  of  trade,  of  federal  legisla- 
tion, and  of  exchange,  in  draining  the  South  and  "West  of 
all  their  hard  money.  The  Southern  States,  with  their 
thirty  millions  of  annual  exports  in  cotton,  rice,  and  to- 
bacco,  and  the  Western  States,  with  their  twelve  millions 
of  provisions  and  tobacco  exported  from  New  Orleans, 
and  five  millions  consumed  in  the  South,  and  on  the  lower 
Mississippi, — that  is  to  say,  with  tlirce-fifths  of  the  n^ar- 
ketable  productions  of  the  Union,  are  not  able  to  sustain 
thirty  specie  paying  banks;  while  the  minority  of  the 
States  north  of  the  Potomac,  without  any  of  the  great 
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staples  for  e:^port,  have  above  four  hundred  of  such 
banks.  These  States,  without  rice,  without  cotton,  with- 
out tobaiccoa  without  sugar,  and  with  less  flour  and  pro 
tijions»  to  export,  are  saturated  with  gold  and  silver, 
vhile  the  Southern  and  Westeni  States,  with  all  the  real 
sources  of  wealth,  are  in  a  state  of  tlie  utmost  destitution. 
For  this  calamitous  reversal  of  the  natural  order  of  things, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  stands  forth  pre-eminently 
culi^ble.  Yes,  it  is  pre-eminently  culpable!  and  a  state- 
isent  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  (a 
paper  which  would  overstate  no  fact  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  bank,)  cites  and  proclaims  the  fact  which  proves  this 
culpability.  It  dwells,  and  exults,  on  the  quantity  of 
gold  and  silver  in  the  vaults  of  the  United  States'  Bank. 
It  declares  tliat  institution  to  be  *•  overburdened"  with  gold 
and  silver;  and  well  may  it  be  so  overburthened,  since  it 
has  lifted  the  load  entirely  from  the  South  and  West.  It 
alls  these  meUls  <<a  drug"  in  the  hands  of  the  bank;  that 
is  to  say,  an  article  for  which  no  purchaser  can  be  found. 
Let  this  "drug,"  like  the  treasures  of  the  dethroned  Dey 
of  Algiers,  be  released  from  the  dominion  of  its  keeper; 
let  a  part  go  back  to  the  South  and  West,  and  the  bank  will 
no  longer  complain  of  repletion,  nor  they  of  depletion. 
8.  Exemption  of  the  stockholders  from  individual  lia- 
biKty  on  the  fiulure  of  the  bank.  This  privilege  dero- 
gates from  the  conunon  law,  is  contrary  to  the  principle 
of  partnerships,  and  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  a  peculiar  privilege  eranted  by  law  to  these 
corporators,  and  exempting  them  from  liability,  except  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  and  to  the  amount  of  the  assets 
of  the  corporation.  Unhappily,  these  assets  are  never 
ttttez^  tliat  is  to  say,  enough,  when  occasion  comes  for  re- 
curring to  them.  When  a  bank  fails,  its  assets  are  always 
less  than  its  debits;  so  that  responsibility  faib  the  instant 
that  liability  accrues.  Let  no  one  say  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  SUtes  is  too  great  to  fail.  One  greater  than 
it,  and  its  prototype,  has  failed,  and  that  in  our  own  day, 
and  for  twenty  years  at  a  time:  the  Bank  of  England 
tiled  in  1797,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  on 
the  point  of  &ilmg  in  1819.  The  same  cause,  namely, 
stockjobbing  and  overtrading,  carried  both  to  the  brink 
of  destruction;  the  same  means  saved  both,  namely,  the 
name,  the  credit,  and  the  helping  hand  of  the  Govem- 
mcnu  which  protected  them-  Yes,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  may  fail;  and  its  stockholders  live  in  splen- 
dor upon  the  princely  estates  acquired  with  its  notes, 
vbile  the  industrious  classes,  who  hold  these  notes,  will 


partnership;  the  immense  standing  deposites  for  which 
we  receive  no  compensation;  the  loan  of  five  millions  of 
our  own  money,  for  which  we  have  paid  a  million  and  a 
half  in  interest;  the  five  per  cent,  stock  note,  on  which 
we  have  paid  our  partners  four  million  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  in  interest;  the  loss  of  ten 
millions  on  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  and  the  ridicu- 
lous catastrophe  of  the  miserable  bonus,  which  has  been 
paid  to  us  with  a  fraction  of  our  own  money:  I  pass 
over  all  this,  and  come  to  the  point  of  a  direct  loss,  as  a 
partner,  in  the  dividends  upon  the  stock  itself.  Upon  this 
naked  point  of  profit  and  loss,  to  be  decided  by  a  rule  in 
arithmetic,  we  have  stistained  a  direct  and  heavy  loss.  The 
stock  held  by  the  United  States,  as  every  body  knows, 
was  subscribed,  not  psid.  It  was  a  stock  note,  deposited 
for  seven  millions  of  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent.  The  inducement  to  this  subscription  was  the 
seductive  conception  that,  by  paying  five  per  cent,  on  its 
note,  the  United  States  would  clear  four  or  five  per  cent, 
in  getting  a  dividend  of  eieht  or  ten.  This  was  the  in- 
ducement; now  for  the  reiuization  of  this  fine  conception. 
Let  us  see  it.  Here  it  is:  an  official  return  from  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury  of  interest  paid,  and  of  dividends 
received.  The  account  stands  thus:  - 
Interest  paid  by  the  United  States,        *  #4,725,000 

Dividends  received  by  the  United  States,  4,629,436 


be  unable  to  receive  a  shilling  for  them.  This  is  unjust. 
It  is  a  rice  in  the  charter.  The  true  principle  in  banking 
requires  each  stockholder  to  be  liable  to  the  amount  of 
his  shares;  and  subjects  him  to  the  summary  action  of 
every  holder  on  the  failure  of  the  institution,  till  he  has 
paid  up  the  amount  of  his  subscription.  This  is  the  true 
principle.  It  has  prevailed  in  Scotland  for  the  last  cen- 
tury, and  no  such  thing  as  a  broken  bank  has  been  known 
tbere  in  all  that  time. 

9.  To  have  the  United  States  for  a  partner.  Sir,  there 
K  one  consequence,  one  result  of  all  partnerships  be- 
tween a  Government  and  individuals,  which  should  of  it- 
self, and  in  a  mere  mercantile  point  of  view,  condemn  this 
association  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  is 
the  principle  which  puts  the  strong  partner  forward  to 
bear  the  burthen  whenever  the  concern  is  in  danger.  The 
veaker  members  flock  to  the  strong  partner  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  storm,  and  the  necessity  of  venturing  more 
to  save  what  he  has  already  staked,  leaves  him  no  ^terna- 
tive.  He  becomes  the  Atlas  of  the  firm,  and  bears  all 
(ipon  his  own  shouldem.  This  is  the  principle:  what  is 
the  fact'  Why,  that  the  United  States  has  alreadjr  been 
^mpelled  to  sustain  the  federal  bank;  to  prop  it  with 
ner  revenues  and  its  credit  in  Uie  trials  and  crisis  of  its 
orlv  administration.  I  pass  over  otiier  instances  of  Jthe 
"i^niige  suffered  by  the  United  States  on  account  of  this 
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Loss  to  the  United  States,  95, 5M 

Disadvantageous  as  this  partnership  must  be  to  tlie 
United  States  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view,  there  is  a  far 
more  grave  and  serious  aspect  under  which  to  view  it 
It  is  the  political  aspect,  resulting  from  the  union  between 
the  bank  and  the  Government.  This  union  has  been  tried 
in  England,  and  has  been  found  there  to  be  just  as  disas- 
trous a  conjunction  as  the  union  of  church  and  State.  It 
is  the  conjunction  of  the  lender  and  the  borrower,  and 
holy  writ  has  told  us  which  of  these  categories  will  be 
master  of  the  other.  But  suppose  they  agree  to  drop 
rivalry,  and  unite  their  resources.  Suppose  they  com- 
bine, and  make  a  push  for  political  power;  bow  great  is 
the  mischief  which  they  may  not  accomplish!  But,  on 
this  head,  I  wish  to  use  the  language  of  one  of  the  bright- 
est patriots  of  Great  Britain;  one  who  has  shown  himself, 
in  these  modem  days,  to  be  the  worthy  successor  of  those 
old  iron  barons  whose  patriotism  commanded  the  unpur- 
chaseable eulogium  of  the  elder  Pitt.  I  speak  of  Sir 
William  Pulteney,  and  his  speech  against  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
Und,  in  1797. 

Tbk  spxsch — Extract. — "I  have  said  enough  to  show 
that  Government  has  been  rendered  dependent  on  the 
bank,  and  more  particularly  so  in  the  time  of  war;  and 
though  the  bank  has  not  yet  fallen  into  the  hands  of  am- 
bitious men,  yet  it  is  evident  that  it  might,  in  such  hands, 
assume  a  power  sufficient  to  control  and  overawe,  not  only 
the  ministers,  but  king,  lords,  and  commons.  •  •  •  • 
As  the  bank  has  thus  become  dangerous  to  Government, 
it  might,  on  the  other  hand,  by  uniting  with  an  ambitious 
minister,  become  the  means  of  establishing  a  fourth  es- 
tate, sufficient  to  involve  this  nation  in  irretrievable  slavery, 
and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  dreaded  as  much  as  a  certain 
East  India  bill  was  justly  dreaded,  at  a  period  not  very 
remote.  I  will  not  say  that  the  present  minister,  (the 
younger  P?tt,^  by  endeavoring,  at  this  crisis,  to  take  the 
Bank  of  England  under  his  protection,  can  have  any  view 
to  make  use,  hereafter,  of  that  engine  to  perpetuate  his 
own  power,  and  to  enable  him  to  domineer  over  our  con- 
stitution: if  that  could  be  supposed,  it  would  onW  show 
that  men  can  entertain  a  veiy  difTercnt  train  of  ideas, 
when  endeavoring  to  overset  a  rival,  from  what  occurs  to 
them  when  intending  to  support  and  fix  themselves.  My 
object  is  to  secure  the  cotintry  against  all  risk  either  from 
the  bank  as  opposed  to  Government,  or  as  the  engine  of 
ambitious  men.'' 
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And  this  ia  my  object  also.  I  wish  to  secure  the  Union 
from  all  chance  of  harm  from  this  bank.  I  wish  to  pro- 
vide agunst  its  friendship,  as  well  as  its  enmity — against 
all  danger  from  its  hug,  as  well  as  from  its  blow.  I  wish 
to  provide  against  all  risk,  and  every  hazard;  for,  if  this 
rbi  and  hazard  were  too  great  to  be  encountered  by  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  in  Great  Britain,  they  must  certainly 
be  too  g^eat  to  be  encountered  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  who  are  but  commons  alone. 

10.  To  have  foreigners  for  partners. — This,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, wiH  be  a  strange  story  to  be  told  in  the  West.  The 
downright  and  upright  people  of  that  unsophisticated 
re^on  believe  \hat  words  mean  what  tliey  signify,  and 
that  <nhe  Bank  of  the  United  States"  is  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  How  g^eat  then  must  be  their  astonish- 
ment to  learn  that  this  belief  is  a  false  conception,  and  that 
this  bank  (its  whole  name  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing,) is  just  as  much  the  bank  of  foreigners  as  it  is'of  the 
Federal  Government.  Herte  I  would  like  to  have  the 
proof— a  list  of  the  names  and  nations,  to  establish  this 
almost  incredible  fkct.  But  I  have  no  access  except  to 
public  documents,  and  fh>m  one  of  these  I  learn  as  much 
as  will  answer  the  present  pinch.  It  is  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  House  of  Repi*e- 
sentatives,  for  the  last  session  of  Con^ss.  That  report 
adbnits  that  foreigners  own  seven  railhons  of  the  stock  of 
this  bank;  and  every  body  knows  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment owns  seven  millions  also. 

Thus  it  is  proved  that  foreigners  are  as  deeply  interested 
in  this  bank  as  the  United  States  itMlf.     In  the  event  of  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  they  will  b^  much  more  deeply 
interested  than  at  present;  for  a  prospect  of  a  rise  in  the 
stock  to  two  hundred  and  fifly,  and  the  unsettled  state  of 
things  in  Europe,  will  induce  them  to  make  g^eat  invest- 
ments.    It  is  to  no  purpose  to  say  that  the  foreign  stock- 
holders cannot  be  voters  or  directors.     The  answer  to 
that  suggestion  is  this:  the  foreigners  have  the  money; 
they  pay  down  the  cash,  and  want  no  accommodations; 
they  are  lenders,  not  borrowers;  and  in  a  great  moneyed 
institution  such  stockholders  must  have  the. g^reatest  in- 
fluence.     The  name  of  this  bank  is  a  deception  upon 
the  public.     It  is  not  the  bank  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, as    its    name  would  import,  nor  of  the  States 
which  compose  this  Union;  but  chiefly  of  private  in- 
dividuals, foreigners  as  well  as  natives,  denizens,  and 
naturalized  subjects.     They  own  twenty-eight  millions  of 
the  stock,  tlie  Federal  Government  but  seven  millions, 
and  these  seven  are  precisely  balanced  by  the  stock  of 
the  aliens.     The  Federal  (government  and  tlie    aliens 
are  equal,  owning  one-flflh  each;  and  there  would  be  as 
much  truth  Ui  calling  it  the  English  Bank  as  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.     Now  mark  a  few  of  the  privileges 
which  this  charter  gives  to  these  foreigners.     To  be  land- 
holders, in  defiance  of  the  State  laws,  which  forbid  aliens 
to  hold  land;  to  be  landlords  by  incorporation,  and  to  hold 
American  citizens  for  tenants;  to  hold  lands  in  mortmain; 
to  be  pawnbrokers  and  mercliants  by  incorporation;  to 
pay  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  in  their  own  notes; 
m  short,  to  do  every  thing  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
point  out  in  the  long  and  hideous  list  of  exclusive  privileges 
granted  to  this  bank.     If  I  have  shown  it  to  be  dangerous 
for  tlie  United  States  to  be  in  partnership  with  its  own 
citizens,  how  much  stronger  is  not  the  argument  against  a 
partnership  with  foreigners?    What  a  prospect  for  loans 
when  at  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  and  the  subjects  of  that 
Power  larg^  owners  of  the  bank  here,  from  which  alone, 
or  from  banks  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  it,  we  can  obtain 
montj  to  carry  on  the  war!     What  a  state  of  thing^,  if,  in 
the  division  ot  political  parties,  one  of  these  parties  and 
the  foreigners,  coelescine,  should  have  the  exclusive  con- 
trol of  all  the  money  in  the  Union,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
money,  should  have  bodies  of  debtors^  tenants,  and  bank 
officers  stationed  in  all  the  States,  with  a  supreme  and  irre- 


sponsible system  of  centralism  to  direct  the  whole!  ^  Dan- 
gers from  such  contingencies  are  too  great  and  obvious  to 
be  insisted  upon.  They  strike  the  common  sense  of  all 
mankind,  and  were  powerful  considerations  for  the  old 
whig  republicans  for  the  non-renewal  of  the  charter  of 
1791.  l^lr.  Jefferson  and  the  whig  republicans  staked 
their  politicid  existence  on  the  non-renewal  of  that  charter. 
Thev  succeeded;  and,  by  succeeding,  prevented  the  coun- 
try from  being  laid  at  the  mercy  of  British  and  ultra-fede- 
ralists for  funds  to  carry  on  the  last  war.  It  is  saud  the 
United  States  lost  forty  millions  by  using  depreciated  cur- 
rency during  the  last  war.'  That,  probably,  is  a  mistake 
of  one-half.  But  be  it  so!  For  what  arc  forty  millions 
compared  to  the  loss  of  the  war  itself— compared  to  the 
ruin  and  infamy  of  having  the  Government  arrested  for 
want  of  money — stopped  and  paralyzed  by  the  reception 
of  such  a  note  as  the  younger  Pitt  received  firom  the  Bank 
of  England  m  1795? 

11.  Exemption  from  due  course  of  law  for  violations  of 
its  charter. — This  is  a  privilege  which  affects  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  stands  without  example  in  the  annals 
of  republican  legislation.     In  the  case  of  all  otlier  delin- 
quents, whether  persons  or  corporations,  the  laws  take 
tneir  course  against  those  who  offend  them.     It  is  the 
right  of  every  citizen  to  set  the  laws  in  motion  against  every 
offender;  and  it  is  the  constitution  of  the  law,  when  set  in 
motion,  to  work  through,  like  a  machine,  regardless  of 
powers  and .  principalities,  aiid  cuttinj^  down  the  guil^ 
which  may  stand  in  its  way.    Not  so  in  the  case  oi  this 
bank.     In  its  behalf,  there  are  barriers  erected  between 
the  citizen  and  his  oppressor,  between  the  wrong  and  the 
remedy,  between  the  law  and  the  offender.     Instead  of  a 
right  to  sue  out  a  scire  facias  or  a  guowarranie,  the  injured 
citizen,  with  an  humble  petition  in  his  liand,  must  repair 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  to  Congress,  and 
crave  their  leave  to  do  so.     If  leave  is  denied,  (and  denied 
it  will  be  whenever  tlie  bank  has  a  peculiar  friend  in  the 
President,  or  a  majority  of  such  friends  in  Congress,  the 
convenient  pretext  being  always  at  hand  that  tlie  g^enersl 
welfare  requires  the  bank  to  be  sustained,)  he  can  proceed 
no  further.     The  machinery  of  the  law  cannot  be  set  in 
motion,  and  the  great  offender  laughs  from  behind  his  bar- 
rier at  the  impotent  resentment  of  its  helpless  victim. 
Thus  the  bank,  for  the  plainest  violations  of  its  charter, 
and  the  greatest  oppressions  of  the  citizen,  may  escape  tlie 
pursuit  of  justice.     Tlius  the  administration  of  justice  is 
subject  to  be  stranded  in  its  birth  for  the  shelter  and  pro- 
tection of  this  bank.     But  this  is  not  all.     Another  and 
most  alarming  mi$chief  results  from  the  same  extraordinaiy 
privilege.     It  gives  the  bank  a  direct  interest  in  the  Pre- 
sidential and  Congressional  elections:  it  gives  it  need  for 
friends  in  Congress  and  in  the  Presidential  chair.    Its  fate, 
its  very  existence,  may  often  depend  upon  the  friendship 
of  the  President  and  Congress;  and,  in  such  cases,  it  is  not 
in  human  nature  to  avoid  using  the  immense  means  in  the 
hands  of  the  bank  to  influence  the  elections  of  tliesc  offi- 
cers.    Take  the  existing  fact — ^the  case  to  which  I  alluded 
at  the  commencement  of  this  speech.     There  is  a  case 
made  out,  ripe  with  judicirJ  evidence,  and  big  with  tlie  fate 
of  the  bank.     It  is  a  case  of  usury  at  the  rate  of  fort>-six 
per  cent,  in  violation  of  the  charter,  which  only  admits  an 
interest  of  six.     The  facts  were  admitted,  i.n  the  court  be- 
low, by  the  bank's  demurrer^  the  law  was  decided,  in  tlie 
court  above,  by  the  supreme  judges.     Tlie  admbsiou  con- 
cludes the  facts;  the  decision  concludes  the  law.    The  for- 
feiture of  the  charter  is  established;  the  forfeiture  is  in- 
curred; the  apphcation  of  the  forfeiture  alone  is  wanting 
to  put  an  end  to  the  institution.     An  impartial  President 
or  Congress  might  let  the  laws  take  their  course;  those  of 
a  different  temper  might  interpose  their  veto.     What  a 
crisis  for  the  bank!     It  behold  the  sword  of  Damoclei 
suspended  over  its  head!     What  an  interest  in  keeping 
those  away  who  might  suffer  the  hair  to  be  cut! 
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13.  To  have  ail  these  unjuit  privileges  secured  to  the 
corportton  as  a  monopoly,  by  a  pledge  of  the  public  fuith 
to  charter  no  other  bank. — This  is  the  most  hideous  fea. 
ture  in  the  whole  mass  of  deformity.  If  these  banks  are 
beneficial  institutions,  why  not  several?  one,  at  least,  and 
each  independent  of  the  other,  to  each  great  section  of  the 
Union?  If  malignant,  why  create  one?  The  restriction 
constitutes  the  monopoly,  and  renders  more  invidious  what 
was  fufficientljf  hateful  in  itself  It  is,  indeed,  a  double 
monopoly,  le^slative  as  well  as  banking;  for  the  Congress 
of  1816  monopolized  the  power  to  grant  these  monopolies. 
It  his  tied  up  the  hands  of  its  successors;  and  if  this  can 
be  done  on  one  subject,  and  for  twenty  years,  why  not 
upon  all  subjects,  and  for  all  time?  Here  is  the  form  of 
words  which  operate  this  double  engrossment  of  our  rirfiU: 
"No  odicr  bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  u£w  of 
Congress  during  the  continuance  of  the  corporation  hereby 
*^^J°f  "^^^^^  *^«  fiwth  of  Congress  is  hereby  pledg- 
ed; with  a  proviso  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  And 
that  no  incident  might  be  wanting  to  complete  the  title  of 
this  charter,  to  the  utter  reprobation  of  whig  republicans, 
ttui  compound  monopoly,  and  the  very  form  of  words  in 
which  It  w  conceived,  is  copied  from  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  England!— not  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary, 
"granted  m  1694,  (for  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  then  fresh 
m  the  memories  of  Englis!imen,)  but  the  charter  as  amend- 
M,  and  Uiat  for  money,  in  the  memorable  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  when  a  tory  Queen,  a  tory  Ministry,  and  a  tory  Par, 
ument,  and  the  aposUe  of  toryism,  in  the  person  of  Dr. 
sachcvcrcn,  with  his  sermons  of  divine  right,  passive  obe- 
dience, and  non-reiistance,  were  riding  and  ruling  over 
uie  prostrate  hberties  of  England!  This  is  the  precious 
period^  and  these  the  noble  authors,  from  which  the  idea 
WIS  borrowed,  and  the  very  form  of  words  copied,  which 
now  figure  m  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
constituting  that  double  monopoly,  which  restricts  at  once 
uie  powers  of  Congress  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens. 

rhese,  Mr.  President,  are  the  chief  of  the  exclusive 
pnTae^  which  constitute  the  monopoly  of  tlie  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  I  have  spoken  of  them,  not  as  they  de- 
lenred,  but  as  my  abilities  have  permitted.  I  have  shown 
you  that  they  are  not  only  evil  in  themselves,  but  copied 
^m  an  crd  example.  I  now  wish  to  show  you  that  the 
ooycrnnient  from  which  we  have  made  this  copy  has  con- 
demned the  original;  and,  afler  showing  this  feet,  I  think 
1  shall  be  aUe  to  appeal,  with  sensible  effect,  to  all  liberal 
nunds,  to  foUow  the  enlightened  example  of  Great  Britain 
ui  getting  nd  of  a  dangerous  and  invidious  institution,  after 
^nng  followed  her  pernicious  example  in  assuming  it. 
rorthu  purpose,  I  will  have  recourse  to  proof,  and  will 
read  from  British  state  papers  of  1826.  I  will  read  ex- 
acts from  the  correspondence  between  Earl  Liverpool, 
hrst  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  Chancellor 
or  tile  Exchequer,  on  one  side,  and  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Enrfand  on  the  other; 
the  subject  being  the  renewal,  or  rather  non-renewal,  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England. 

CmmunUatvona  from  the  Firti  Lord  of  the  Trtaaury  and 
ChaneeBor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Chvemor  and  &jnUy 
Gocernor  of  the  Bank  of  England.— ExiraeU. 
"The  fiulures  which  have  occurred  in  England,  unac- 
comptnied  as  they  have  been  by  the  same  occurrencet  in 
Scotland,  tend  to  prove  that  there  must  hare  been  an  un- 
»hd  and  delusve  system  of  banking  in  one  part  of  Great 
Bntain,  and  a  soUd  sind  substantial  one  in  the  other.  •  •  •  • 
In  Scotland,  there  arc  not  more  than  thirty  banks,  (three 
chartered,)  and  these  banks  have  stood  firm  amidst  all  the 
<»nnibions  in  the  money  market  in  England,  and  amidst 
all  the  distresses  to  which  the  manufacturing  and  agricul- 
tunl  interesU  in  ScoUand,  as  well  as  in  EngUind,  have  oc- 
casionally  been  subject  Banks  of  this  d^scnption  must  ne- 
ctsiardy  be  conducted  upon  the  generally  understood  and 


approved  principles  of  banking.  *  •  *  •  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land may,  perhaps,  propose,  as  they  did  upon  a  former 
occasion,  the  extension  of  the  term  of  their  exclusive  pri- 
vilege, aa  to  the  metropolis  and  its  neig^iborhood,  beyond 
the  year.l83S,  iu  the  price  of  this  concession,  [immediate 
surrender  of  exclusive  privileges.  ]  It  would  be  very  much 
to  be  regretted  that  tney  should  require  any  such  condi- 
tion. *  *  *  *  It  is  obvious,  from  what  passed  before,  that 
Parliament  will  never  agree  to  it.  •  •  •  •  Such  privileges 
are  out  of  fashion;  and  what  expectation  can  the  bank, 
under  present  circumstances,  entertain  that  theirs  will  be 
renewed  ?**— -Jim.  13. 

Answer  of  the  Court  of  Direeton,  — Extract, 
•*  Under  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  Court  of  Directors 
find  themselves  with  respect  to  the  death  of  the  bank,  and 
the  effect  which  they  may  have  on  the  interests  of  the 
bank,  this  court  cannot  feel  themselves  justified  in  recom- 
mending to  the  proprietors  to  give  up  the  privilege  which 
they  now  enjo}';  sanctioned  and  connrmed  as  it  is  by  the 
solemn  acts  of  the  Legislature." — Jan.  20. 

Second  eommunieation  from  the  Mhuetere, — Extract. 
'<  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  have  conndered  the  an&wer  of  the  bank  of  the 
20th  instant  They  cannot  but  regret  that  tlie  Court  of 
Directors  should  have 'declined  to  recommend  to  the  Court 
of  Proprietors  the  consideration  of  the  paper  delivered  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  on  the 
13th  instant.  The  statement  contained  in  that  paper  ap- 
pears to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  so  full  and  explicit  on  all  the  points  to 
which  it  related^  that  they  have  nothing  furtlier  to  add, 
although  they  would  have  been,  and  still  are,  readv  to  an- 
swer, as  far  as  possible,  any  specific  questions  which  might 
be  put,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  uncertainty  in 
which  the  Court  of  Directors  state  themselves  to  be  with 
respect  to  the  details  of  the  plaix  suggested  in  that  paper." 
— JiiH.  23. 

Second  anawar  of  the  Bank. — Extract. 

'*  The  Committe*;  of  Treasury  [bank]  having  taken  into 
consideration  the  paper  received  from  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  dated 
January  23d,  and  finding  that  His  Majesty's  ministers  per- 
severe in  their  desre  to  propose  to  restrict  immediately 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  the  bank,  as  to  the  number  of 
partners  engaged  in  banking  to  a  certain  distance  from  the 
metropolis,  and  also  continue  to  be  of  opinion  that  Parlia- 
ment would  not  consent  to  renew  the  privilege  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  period  of  their  present  charter;  finding, 
also,  that  the  proposal  by  the  bank  of  establishing  branch 
banks  is  deemed  oy  His  Majesty's  ministers  inadequate  to 
the  wants  of  the  country,  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
desirable  for  this  corporation  to  propose,  as  a  basis,  the 
act  of  6th  of  George  tiie  Fourth,  which  states  the  condi- 
tions on  wluch  the  Bank  (^Ireland  relinquished  its  exclu- 
sive privileges;  this  corporation  waiving  the  question  of  a 
prolongation  of  timct  although  the  committee  [of  the 
bank]  cannot  anee  in  the  opinion  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  they 
are  not  making  a  considerable  ncrifice,  adverting  espe- 
cially to  the  Bank  of  Ireland  remaining  in  possession  of 
that  privilege  five  years  longer  than  the  Amk  of  England." 
— Jbn.  25. 

Here,  Mr.  President,  it  the  end  of  all  the  exchisive  pri- 
vileges and  odious  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  Engund. 
That  ancient  and  poweriRil  institution,  so  long  the  haughty 
tyrant  of  the  moneyed  world — so  lonff  the  subsidixer  of 
Kings  and  mimstera — so  longthe  fruitfbl  mother  of  national 
debt  and  useless  wars— so  long  the  prolific  manufiKtoij  of 
nabobs  and  paupers  so  long  the  dread  dictator  of  its 
own  terms  to  Parliament — ^now  droops  the  conquered 
wing,  lowen  its  proud  crest,  and  quails  under  the  blows 
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of  its  late  despised  assailants.     It  iirst  puts'  on  a  coura-  in  tlie  Dank  of  the  United  States,  the  unjust  and  odious 
geous  air,  and  lakes  a  stand  upon  privileges  sanctioned  privileges  which  they  can  no  longer  find  in  the  Bank  of 
by  time,  and  confirmed  by  solemn  acts.     Seeing  that  the  England^     Shall  the  copy  survive  here  after  the  original 
ministers  could  have  no  more  to  say  to  men  who  would  has  been  destroyed  there  r  Shall  the  young  whelp  triumph 
talk  of   privileges  in  the   nineteenth  century,   and  be-  in  America,   after  the  old  lion  has   been  throttled  and 
ing  reminded  that  Parliament  was  inexorable,  the  bully  | strangled  in  JBngland ^    No!   never!  The  thing  is  impossi- 
suddenly  degenerates  into  the  craven,  and,  from  showing '  ble !     The  Bank  of  the  United  States  dies,  as  the  Bank  of 
fight,  calls  for  quarter.     The  directors  condescend  to  beg  Enpfland  dies,  in  all  its  odious  points,  upon  the  limitation 
for  the  smallest  remnant  of  their  former  power,  for  five  j  of  its  charter;  and  the  only  circumstance  of  regret  is,  that 
years  only;  for  the  city  of  London  even;  and  offer  to  send  the  generous  deliverance  is  to  take  effect  two  years  ear- 
branches  into  all  quarters.     Denied  at  every  point,  the  |Uer  in  the  British  monarchy  than  in  the  American  repnbrr. 
subdued  tyrant  acquiesces  in  his  fate,  announces  his  sub-  i     One  word,  Mr.  President,  upon  an  incidental  topic.     It 
mission  to  the  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the  ag^;  and  quiet-  |is  shown  that  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
ly  sinks  down  into  the  humble,  but  safe  and  useful,  condi* '  has  fallen  five  per  cent,  in  consequence  of  the  opinions 


tion  of  a  Scottish  provincial  bank. 

And  here  it  is  profitable  to  pause;  to  look  back,  ^nd  see 
by  what  means  this  ancient  and  powerful  institution — this 
Babylon  of  the  banking  world— was  so  suddenly  and  so  to- 
tally prostrated.  Who  did  it?.  And  with  what  weapons? 
Sir,  it  was  done  by  that  power  which  is  now  regulating 
the  affairs  of  the  civilized  world.  It  was  done  by  the 
power  of  public  opinion,  invoked  by  the  working  mem- 
ber's of  the  British  J*arliament.  It  was  done  by  Sir  Henry 
Pamell,  who  led  the  attack  upon  the  "Wellington  ministry 
on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  November;  by  Sir  William 
Pulteney,  Mr.  Grenfcll,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Edward  Ellice, 
and  others,  the  working  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, such  as  had,  a  few  years  before,  overthrown  the  gi- 
gantic oppressions  of  the  salt  tax.  These  are  the  men 
who  have  overthrown  the  Bank  of  England.  They  begfan 
the  attack  in  1824,  under  the  discouraging  oiy  of  too  soon, 
too  soon —for  the  charter  had  then  nine  years  to  run!  and 
ended  with  showing  that  they  had  began  just  soon  enough. 
They  began  with  the  ministers  in  their  front,  on  the  side 
of  the  bank,  and  ended  with  having  them  on  their  own 
side,  and  making  them  co-operators  in  the  attack,  and  the 
instruments  and  inflicters  of  the  fatal  and  final  blow.  But 
let  us  do  justice  to  these  ministers.  Though  wrong  in  the 
beginning,  they  were  right  in  the  end;  though  monarch- 
ists, they  behaved  like  republicans.  They  were  not  Po- 
lignacs.  They  yielded  to  the  intelligonce  of  the  age;  they 
yielded  to  the  spirit  which  proscribes  monopolies  and  pri- 
vileges, and  in  their  correspondence  with  the  bank  direc- 
tors, spoke  truth  and  reason,  and  asserted  liberal  princi- 
ples, with  a  point  and  power  which  quickly  put  an  end  to 
dangerous  and  obsolete  pretensions.  They  told  the  bank 
the  mortifying  truths,  that  its  system  was  unsolid  and  de 


disclosed  in  the  President's  messages;  and,  thereupon,  a 
complaint  is  preferred  against  the  President  for  depreciat- 
ing the  property  of  innocent  and  unoffending  people.  I 
made  a  remark  upon  this  complaint  in  the  beginning  of 
my  speech,  and  now  have  a  word  more  to  bestow  upon  it. 
I  wish  to  contrast  this  conduct  of  the  American  stock- 
holders with  that  of  the  Bank  of  England  stockholders, 
in  a  similar,  and  to  them,  much  more  disastrous,  case. 
The  Bank  of  England  stockholders  also,  have  bad  a  de- 
cline in  the  price  of  stock;  not  of  five  dollars,  but  of  thir- 
ty-five pounds,  in  the  share.  Bank  of  England  stock,  in 
consequence  of  Earl  iJverpool's  communication,  and  of 
the  debates  in  Parliament,  has  fallen  from  238  to  203; 
equal  to  a  loss  of  $165  in  every  share.  This  is  something 
more  than  f5.  Yet  I  have  never  heard  that  Earl  Liver- 
pool, or  any  member  of  Parliament,  has  been  called  to 
account  for  producing  this  depreciation.  It  would  seem 
that  the  Uberty  of  speech,  and  the  rights  of  discussion,  in 
(areat  Britain,  extended  to  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land; and  that  ministers  and  legislators  were  safe  in  hand- 
ling it  like  any  other  subject. 

Fourthly.  I  object,  Mr.  President,  to  the  renewal  of 
the  bank  charter,  because  tliis  bank  is  an  institution  too 
costly  and  expensive  for  the  American  people  to  keep  up. 

Let  no  one  cavil  at  this  head  of  objection,  under  the  be- 
lief that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  supports  itself,  like 
tlie  hibernal  bear,  by  sucking  its  own  paws;  or  that  it  derives 
its  revenues,  as  a  spider  spins  its  web,  from  the  recesses 
of  its  own  abdomen.  Such  a  belief  would  be  essentially 
erroneous,  and  highly  unbecoming  the  intelligence  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  The  fact  is,  that  the  bank  lives  upon 
the  people!  that  all  its  expenses  are  made  out  of  the  peo- 
ple; all  its  profits  derived  from,  and  all  its  losses  re-imburs- 


liisive— that  its  privileges  and  monopoly  were  out  of,edby,  them.  This  is  the  naked  ti-uth;  by  consequence 
fashion — that  they  cou^d  not  be  prolonged  for  five  years  every  shilling  held,  or  issued,  by  the  bank,  over  and  above 
even— nor  suffered  to  exist  in  London  alone;  and,  what  the  capital  stock,  is  a  tax  upon  the  people;  and,  as  such. 


was  still  more  cutting,  that  the  banks  of  Scotland,  which 
had  no  monopoly,  no  privilege,  no  connexion  with  the 
Government,  which  psud  interest  on  deposites,  and  whose 
stockholders  were  responsible  to  the  amount  of  tlieir 
shares — were  the  solid  and  substantial  banks,  which  alone 
the  public  interest  could  hercafker  recognise.  They  did 
their  business,  when  they  undertook  it,  like  true  men;  and, 
in  the  single  phrase,  out  of  fashion,  achieved  the  most  pow- 
erful combination  of  solid  argument,  and  contemptuous 
scarcasm,  that  ever  was  compressed  into  two  woras.  It 
is  a  phrase  of  electrical  power  over  the  senses  and  pas- 
sions. It  throws  back  the  mind  to  the  reigns  of  tlie  Tu- 
dors  and  Stuarts — tlie  termagpant  EHzabeth  and  the  peda- 
gogue James — and  rouses  within  us  all  the  shame  and  rage 
Vc  have  been  accustomed  to  feel  at  the  view  of  the  scan- 
dalous s:)les  of  privileges  and  monopolies  which  were  the 
disgrace  and  oppression  of  these  wretched  times.  Out  of 
fashion!  Yes;  even  in  England,  the  land  of  their  early 
birth,  and  late  protection*  And  shall  they  remain  in 
fiishion  here ?  Shall  republicanism  continue  to  wear,  in 
America,  the  antique  costume  which  the  doughty  cham- 
])'.ons  of  antiquated  fashion  have  been  compelled  to  doff  in 
England?   Shall  English  lords  and  ladies  continue  to  find, 


I  shall  look  into  the  amount  of  the  kvy,  and  prove  it  to  be 
too  great  for  tlie  people  to  bear  any  longer. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  the  direct  expenses  of  the 
bank,  the  actual  cost  of  its  annual  administration.  These 
expcfises  are  returned  at  ^72,000  for  the  year  1830;  and, 
assuming  that  sum  for  an  average,  tlie  total  cost  of  the 
administration  for  twenty  years  will  be  about  seven  and  a 
half  millions  of  dollars.  The  enormity  of  this  sum  must 
strike  every  mind;  but,  to  judge  it  accurately,  let  us  com- 
pare it  to  the  expenses  of  some  known  establishment.  Let 
us  take  the  civil  list  of  the  Federal  Government  in  the 
first  term  of  President  Washington's  administration.  Kc- 
sorting  to  this  standard,  I  find  the  expenditure  of  this 
branch  of  the  Government  to  be:  for  1792,  ^381,000;  for 
'93,  ^358,000;  for  '94.  f441,000;  for  '95,  $361,000;  pre- 
senting an  annual  average  of  $385,000;  which  is  but  a  tri- 
fle over  the  bank  expenditure  for  1830.  Now,  what  were 
the  heads  of  expenditure  included  in  the  civil  list  at  the  peri- 
od referred  to  ?  They  were  the  salaries  of  the  President  and 
Vice  President;  the  salaries  of  all  the  Secretaries,  their  clerks 
and  messengers,  and  the  purchase  of  the  paraphernalia  of 
all  their  offices;  compensation  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  tlie  discharge  of  every  attendant  expense;  sidarics  to 
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11  the  federal  judg«ii»  their  iiiarshaU  and  district  attor- 
teys,  and  the  cost  of  their  court  rooms;  the  expense  of 
nisaions  abroadi  and  of  territorial  governments  at  home. 
These  were  the  items  of  the  civil  list;  comprehending  the 
rhole  expenditure  of  the  administration  for  all  objects, 
:xccpt  the  army;  there  being  at  that  time  no  navy.     The 
idmlnistration  of  the  bank,  therefore,  actually  involves  an 
tipenditure,  rivalling  that  of  tlie  Federal  Government  in 
1792,  '93,  ^94  and  '95;  omitting  the  single  item  of  the 
irmy,  which  was  then  on  a  war  establishment.     The  next 
Item  of  bank  tax,  is  that  of  the  profits,  in  the  shape  of  an- 
nual dividends.     These  profits  are  now  seven  per  cent; 
but  hare  been  less;  ami  at  one.  time,  owing  to  an  explosion 
producedbystock  jobbing,  were  nothing.    Assuming  six 
per  cent,  for  the  average  of  twenty  years,  and  the  aggre- 
gate will  be  ^2,000,000.     In  the  third  place,  the  contin- 
ent fund,  reserved  to  cover  losses,  is  near  5,000,000  dol- 
krs.  Fourthly,  the  real  estate,  including  banking  houses, 
is  above  4,000,000  dollars.     FifUily,  bonu»,  reimbursed  to 
the  bank,  is  1,500,000  dollars.  Sixthly,  the  interest  on  the 
p-.iDlic  deposites,  which  the  bank  was  receiving  from  the 
Inited  States  or  individuals,  while  the  United  States  were 
paying;  interest  on  the   same  amount  to  the  bank  or  to 
otliers,  was  six  millions  of  dollars  on  the  standing  deposite 
of  aboat  five  millions.     The  aggregate  is  sixty-six  millions 
of  dollars;  to  say  nothing  of  the  profit  on  the  stock  itself, 
ihichis  now  twenty-six  per  cent.,  equal  to  $9,000,000 
ail'lition  to  the  original  capital.     The  annual  average  of 
t!us  aggregate  levy  of  sixty  nx  millions,  is  above  three 
milliooa  and  a  quarter  of  dollars;  being  very  nearly  as 
lEuch  as  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Federal  Oovern- 
iKnt  in  the  second  year  of  Kr.  Jefferson's  administration, 
«hich  was  but  3,737,000  dollars,  the  army  included,  and 
tlie  navy  a]so,^hich  had  then  sprung  into  existence.  Will 
Senators  reflect  upon  the  largeness  of  this  levy,  and  con- 
sider how  much  it  adds  to  the  multiplied  burdens  of  our 
complicated  system  of  taxation?    I  say  complicated:  for, 
under  our  duplicate  form  of  government,  every  citizen  is 
irany  times  taxed,  and  by  various  authorities.     First,  his 
^'^tc  tax,  then  his  county  tax,  then  his  corporation  tax, 
(if  he  live  in  a  city,)  then  his  federal  tax,  and,  since  1816, 
htsbank  tax.    l*he  amount  of  each  is  considerable,  of  the 
vbole,  is  excessive;  of  tlie  bank  tax,  in  addition  to  the  others, 
wokrable.    The  ^rect  tax  of  1798,  which  contributed 
50  much  to  the  overthrow  of  the  men  tlien  at  the  head  of 
afT&irsi  was  an  inconsiderable  burden  compared  to  tliis 
'^nt  levy.    Not  so  much  as  one  million  was  ever  paid  in 
My  one  year  under  the  direct  tax;  while  the  annual  levy 
pf  the  bank  tax  is  three  millions  and  a  quarter.     The  one 
s  M  truly  a  tax  as  the  other,  and  as  certainly  paid  by  tlie 
people;  and,  as  the  reduction  of  taxes  is  now  the  policy 
w  ihe  country,  I  present  this  contribution  to  tlie  federal 
^^nk,  as  the  fit  and  eminent  item  to  head  and  grace  the  list 
of  abolition.    1  say,  to  head  and  grace  the  list!     For  it  is 
*  tax  not  only  great  in  itself,  and  levied  to  support  a  most 
<ling«rou8  and  invidious  institution,  but  doubly  and  pecu- 


Kaiiy  oppressive  upon  the  people,  because  no 'part  oi"  it  is 
^er  refunded  to  them  in  the  shape  of  beneficent  expen- 
In  the  case  of  every  other  tax,  in  all  the  contri 


diture. 


biilions  levied  for  the  purposes  of  Government,  there  is 
^jmc  alleviation  of  the  burden— some  restitution  of  the 
iMuctcd  treasure— some  return  to  the  people — some  re- 
mfusion  of  strength  into  their  ranks— in  the  custom^iry  re- 
'fnbursemcntof  Uie  revenue.  The  Government  usually  pays 
It  back,  or  a  portion  ofit,  for  salaries,  fler\'ices,  and  supplies. 
But,  in  the  case  of  the  bank  tax,  there  is  nothing  of  this  re- 
'nii)unement.  The  bank  reftmds  nothing;  but  all  the  mo- 
Jity  it  makes  out  of  the  people  is  g^nc  from  them  forever. 
It  goes  into  a  Corner  of  the  Union,  and  remains  there:  it 
P^'Cs  into  private  hands,  and  becomes  individual  property. 
ibe  stockholders  divide  it  among  tliemselves.  Twice,  in 
*^f  7  year,  they  make  the  division  of  these  modern  spoHa 
•/""*»— these  dearest  spoils— not  of  tlie  enemy's  general 


killed  in  battle,  but, of  American  citizens  fleeced  at  home. 
This  is  a  grievous  agg^vation  of  the  amount  of  the  tax. 
It  is  the  aggravation  which  renders  taxation  insupportable. 
It  is  "absenteeism"  in  a  new  and  legalized  form.  It  is  the 
whple  mischief  of  that  s^'stem  of  absenteeism,  which 
drains  oflT  the  wealth  of  Ireland  to  fertilize  England, 
France,  and  Italy,  leaving  Ireland  itself  the  most  distress- 
ed and  exhausted  country  in  Europe,  instead  of  remaining, 
as  God  created  it,  one  of  the  richest  and  most  flourishing. 
Eternal  drawing  out,  and  no  bringing  back,  is  a  process 
which  no  people,  or  country,  can  endure.  It  is  a  process 
which  would  exhaust  the  resources  of  nature  herself.  The 
earth  would  be  deprived  of  its  moisture,  and  changed 
into  a  desert,  if  the  exhalations  of  the  day  did  not  return 
in  dews  at  night.  The  vast  ocean  itself,  with  all  its  deep 
and  boundless  waters,  would  be  sucked  up  and  dried 
away,  if  the  vapors  drawn  up  by  the  sun  did  not  form  in- 
to clouds,  and  descend  in  rain  and  snow.  So  will  any 
people  be  exhausted  of  their  wealth,  no  matter  how  great 
that  wealth  may  be,  whose  miserable  destiny  shall  subject 
them  to  a  system  of  taxation  which  is  forever  levying,  and 
never  refunding:  a  system  whose  cry  is  tliat  of  the  horse- 
leech, more!  more!  more!— whose  voice  is  that  of  the 
grave,  give!  give!  give!— whose  attribute  is  that  of  tlie 
grave  also,  never  to  render  back! — and,  such  precisely  is 
the  system  of  taxation^to  which  the  people  of  these  States 
are  now  subjected  by  the  federal  bank.  ^ 

Of  the  three  great  divisions,  Mr.  President,  into  which 
this  question  divides  itself,  I  have  touched  but  one.  I 
have  left  untouched  the  constitutional  difficulty,  and  the 
former  mismanagement  of  the  bank.  I  have  handled  the 
question  as  if  the  constitutional  authority  for  the  bank  was 
express,  and  as  if  its  whole  administration  had  been  free 
from  reproach.  I  have  looked  to  the  nature  of  the  insti- 
tution alone;  and,  finding  in  its  very  nature  insurmounta- 
ble objections  to  its  existence,  I  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  public  good  requires  the  institution  to  cease. 
I  believe  it  to  be  an  institution  of  too  much  power;  of  ten- 
dencies too  dangerous;  of  privileges  too  odious;  of  ex- 
pense too  enormous,  to  be  safely  tolerated  under  any  Go- 
vernment of  free  and  equal  laws.  Mv  mind  is  made  up 
that  the  present  charter  ought  to  be  allowed  to  expire  on 
iU  qwn  limitation;  and,  that  no  other,  or  subsequent  one, 
should  ever  after  be  granted.  This  is  my  opinion;  I  may 
add,  my  belief:  for  I  have  the  consolation  to  believe  that 
the  event  will  not  deceive  my  hopes. 

I  am  willing  to  see  the  charter  exph^,  without  provid- 
ing any  substitute  for  the  present  bank.  I  am  willing  to 
see  the  currency  of  the  Federal  Government  left  to  the 
hard  money  mentioned  and  intendeil  in  the  constitution; 
I  am  willing  to  have  a  hard  money  Government,  as  that  of 
France  has  been  since  the  time  of  aangnata  and  mandaU. 
Every  species  of  paper  might  be  left  to  the  State  authori- 
ties, unrecognized  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  only 
touched  by  it  for  its  own  convenience  when  equivalent  to 
gold  and  silver.  Such  a  currency  filled  France  with  tltc 
precious  metals,  when  England*  with  her  overgrown  bank, 
was  a  prey  to  all  the  evils  of  unconvertible  paper.  It 
furnished  money  enough  for  the  imperial  Government 
when  the  population  of  the  empire  was  three  times  more 
numerous,  and  tlie  expenses  of  Government  tweWc  times 
greater,  than  the  population  and  expenses  of  the  United 
States;  and,  when  France  possessecl  no  mines  of  gold  or 
sdver,  and  was  destitute  of  the  exports  which  command 
the  specie  of  other  countries.  The  United  SUtts  pos- 
sess gold  mines,  now  yielding  half  a  million  per  annum, 
with  every  prospect  or  equalling  those  of  Peru.  But  this 
is  not  the  best  dependence.  AVc  have  what  is  superior  to 
mines,  namely,  the  exports  which  command  the  money  of 
the  world;  that  is  to  say,  the  food  which  sustains  life,  and 
the  raw  materials  which  sustain  miinufactures.  Gold  and 
silver  is  the  best  currency  for  a  republic;  it  suits  tlie  nien 
of  middle  property  and  tlic  working  people  best;  and  if  I 
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was  g^ing  to  establitb  a  working  man's  party,  it  should  be 
on  the  basis  of  hard  money;  a  hard  money  party  against  a 
paper  party. 

I  would  prefer  to  sec  the  charter  expire  without  any 
substitute;  but!  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  substitute  re- 
commended by  the  President,  stripped  as  it  is  of  alipower 
to  make  loans  and  discounts.  Divested  of  that  power,  it 
loses  the  essential  feature,  and  had  as  well  lose  the  name, 
of  a  bank.  It  becomes  an  office  in  the  treasury,  limited 
to  the  issue  of  a  species  of  exchequer  bills,  differing  from 
the  English  bills  of  that  name  in  the  vital  particular  of  a 
prompt  and  univenal  convertibility  into  coin.  Such  bills 
would  be  in  fact,  as  well  as  in  name,  the  promissory  notes 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  They  would  be  paya^ 
ble  at  every  land  office,  cuslom-honse,  and  post  office, 
and  by  every  collector  of  public  moneys,, in  the  Union. 
Payable  every  where,  they  would  be  at  par  every  where. 
Equal  to  gold  and  silver  on  the  spot,  they  would  be  supe- 
rior to  it  for  travelling  and  remittances.  This  is  not 
opinion,  but  history.  Our  own  country,  this  Federal  Go- 
vernment, has  proved  it{  and  that  on  a  scale  sufficiently 
large  to  test  its  operation,  and  recent  enough  to  be  re* 
membered  by  every  citizen.  I  allude  to  the  Mississippi 
scrip,  issued  from  the  Treasury  some  fifteen  years  ago. 
This  scrip  was  no  way  equal  to  the  proposed  exchequer 
bills:  for  its  reception  was  limited  to  a  single  branch  of 
the  revenue,  namely,  lands,  and  to  a  small  part  of  them; 
and  the  quantity  of  scrip,  five  millions  of  dollars,  was 
excessive,  compared  to  the  fund  for  its  redemption;  yet, 
as  soon  as  the  land  offices  of  Alabama  and  Mississtppi 
opened,  the  scrip  was  at  par,  and  currently  exchanged  for 
gold  and  silver,  dollar  for  dollar.  Such,  and  better,  would 
be  the  proposed  bills.  To  the  amoimt  of  the  revenues, 
they  would  be  founded  on  silver.  This  amount,  af^er  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  (post  office  included,)  may 
be  about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  They  would  supply 
the  place  of  the  United  States'  notes  as  they  retired;  and, 
issuing  from  the  Treasury  only  in  payments,  or  exchange 
for  hard  money,  all  room  for  favoritism,  or  undue  influ- 
ence, would  be  completely  cut  off.  If  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment is  to  recognise  any  paper,  let  it  be  this.  Let  it 
be  its  own. 

I  have  said  that  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  renewed.  And  in  saying  this,  I  wish  to 
be  considered,  not  as  a  heedless  denunciator,  supplying 
the  place  of  argument  by  empty  menace,  but  as  a  Sena- 
tor, considering  welt  what  he  says,  after  having  attentively 
surveyed  his  subject.  I  repeat,  then,  that  the  charter 
cannot  be  renewed!  And,  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  of 
this  peremptory  opinion,  I  acknowledge  no  necesmty  to 
look  beyond  the  walls  of  this  Capitol — ^bright  as  may  be 
the  consolation  which  rises  on  the  vision  from  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue! — ^I  confine  my  view  to  the  halls  of 
Congress,  and  joyfully  exclaim,  it  is  no  longer  the  year 
1816!  Fifteen  years  have  gone  by;  times  have  changed; 
and  former  arguments  have  lost  their  application.  We 
were  then  frera  from  war,  loaded  with  debt,  and  with  all 
the  embarrassments  which  follow  in  the  train  of  war.  We 
are  now  settled  down  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  with  all 
the  blessings  attendant  upon  quiet  and  reppse.  There  is 
no  longer^  single  consideration  urged  in  favor  of  charter- 
ing the  bank  in  1816,  Which  can  luve  the  least  wei|^t  or 
application,  in  favor  of  rechartering  it  now.  This  is  my 
assertion!  a  bold  one  it  may  be;  but  no  less  true  than  bold. 
Let  us  see!  What  were  the  arguments  of  1816^  Why, 
first,  *Mo  pay  the  public  creditors."  I  answer  this  is  no 
longer  any  thing:  for  before  1836,  that  function  will  cease: 
there  will  be  no  more  creditors  to  pay.  2.-  *<To  transfer 
the  public  moneys."  That  will  be  nothing:  for  after  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  we  shall  have  no  moneys  to 
transfer.  The  twelve  millions  of  dollars  which  are  now 
transferred  anmuilly  to  the  Northeast,  to  psy  the  public 
creditors,  will  then  remain  in  the  pockets  of  the-  people, 


and  the  reduced  expenditures  of  the  Government  will  \^ 

made  where  the  money  is  collected.     The  army  and  tij 

navy,  after  the  extinction  of  the  debt,  will  be  the  chii 

objects  of  expenditure;  and  they  will  require  the  monfj 

either  on  the  frontiers,  convenient  to  the  land  office,  < 

on  the  seaboard,  convenient  to  the  custom-houses.    Tbi 

will  transfers  of  revenue  become  unnecessary.    3.  "  1 

make  loans  to  the  Federal  Government."  That  is  nothinj 

for  the  Federal  Government  will  want  no  loans  in  time  i 

peace,  not  even  out  of  its  own  dcposites;  and  the  pro 

pect  of  war  is  rather  too  distant  at  present  to  make  ne* 

loans  on  that  account.     4.  "To  pay  the  pensioner! 

That  is  something  now,  I  admit,  when  the  penaoners  ii 

still  fifteen  thousand,  and  the  payments  exceed  a  milli^ 

per  annum.     But  what  ^11  it  be  after  1836?     When  d 

hand  of  death,  and  the  scythe  of  time,  shall  have  comd 

ted  five  years  more  of  ravages  in  their  senile  ranks.    Tft 

mass  of  these  heroical  monuments  are  the  men  of  the  H 

volution.     They  are  far  advanced  upon  that  allegorid 

bridge  so  beautifiilly  described  in  the  virion  of  Mid 

They  have  passed  the  seventy  arches  which  arc  sound  ai 

entire,  and  are  now  treading  upon  the  broken  ones,  whei 

the  bridge  Is  full  of  holes,  and  the  clouds  and  dsrkne 

setting  in.     At  every  step  some  one  stumbles  and  fal 

through,  and  is  lost  in  the  ocean  beneath.     In  a  few  ste] 

more  the  last  will  be  gone.     Surely  it  cannot  be  ncces^ 

to  keep  up  for  twenty  years,  the  vast  establishment  of  U 

federal  bank  to  pay  the  brief  stipends  of  these  fleetm 

shadows.     Their  country  can  do  it— can  pay  the  pensiot 

as  well  as  give  them—and  do  it  for  the  little  time  that  * 

mains,  with  no  other  regret  than  that  the  gratefiil  task 

to  cease  so  soon.     5.  "To  regulate  the  currency.' 

answer,  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  will  do  that,  and  ^ 

effect  the  regulation  without  destroying  on  one  hand,  M 

without  raising  up  a  new  power,  above  regulation,  on  tl 

other.     Besides,  there  is  some  mistake  in  this  phrase  ca 

rency.     The  word  in  the  constitution  is  coin.     It  is  tl 

value  of  coin  which  Congress  is  to  regulate;  and  to  inciu< 

bank  notes  under  that  term,  is  to  assume  a  power,  noti 

construction— for  no  construction  can  be  wild  and  boun 

less  enough  to  construe  coin,  that  is  to  say,  metallic  m 

ney,  melted,  cast,  and  stamped,  into  paper  notes  pnDt< 

and  written— but  it  is  to  assume  a  power  of  life  and  deal 

over  the  constitution;  a  power  to  dethrone  and  oiurdi 

one  of  its  true  and  lawfiil  words,  and  to  set  up  a  bastii 

pretender  in  its  place.     I  invoke  the  spirit  of  AroeW 

upon  the  daring  attempt!     6.  "To  equalise  exchange 

and  sell  bills  of  exchange  for  the  half  of  one  per  cent 

This  is  a  broker's  argument;  very  fit  and  proper  to  dct€ 

mine  a  question  of  brokerage;  but  very  insufficient 

determine  a  question  of  great  national  policy,  of  St« 

rights,  of  constiUitional  difficulty,  of  grievous  taxatw 

and  of  pubhc  and  private  subjugation  to  the  beck  and  w 

of  a  great  moneyed  oligarchy,     r.  "  A  bonus  of  a  inill« 

and  a  half  of  dollars."    This,  Mr.  President,  is  Esa« 

view  of  the  subject;  a  very  seductive  view  to  an  iinproi 

dent  young  man,  who  is  willing  to  give  up  the  remaind 

of  his  life  to  chains  and  poverty,  provided  he  can  be  i 

laced  for  the  present  with  a  momentary  and  insignifics 

gratification.     But  what  is  it  to  the  United  States  ?-^o  tl 

United  States  of  1836!  without  a  shilling  of  debt,  u 

mainly  occupied  with  the  reduction  of  taxes!     Still  tl 

bonus  is  the  only  connderation  that  can  now  be  offerc 

and  surely  it  is  the  last  one  that  ought  to  be  accept* 

We  do  not  want  the  money;  and,  if  we  did,  the  recour 

to  a  bonus  would  be  the  most  execrable  form  in  which  * 

could  raise  it.  What  is  a  bonus?  Why,  in  monarchies,  it 

a  price  paid  to  the  King  for  the  privilege  of  extorting  roon* 

out  of  his  subjects;  with  us,  it  is  a  price  paid  to  ourself 

for  the  privilege  of  extorting  money  out  of  ourseh* 

The  more  of  it  the  worse;  for  it  all  has  to  be  paid  b« 

to  the  extortioners,  with  a  great  interest  upon  it.  It  is ' 

latcd  by  the  English  historian.  Clarendon^  who  cannot! 
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nspected  of  overstating  any  Act  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
StoATt  EJtBfflt  that  for  £1,500  advanced  to  Charles  the 
first  in  bonuses,  not  less  than  £200,000  were  extorted 
from  his  sabjects:  being  at  the  rate  of  £133  taken  from 
Ae  subject  for  £1  advanced  to  the  King.  What  tlie  Bank 
of  the  United  States  will  have  made  out  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  twenty  years,  in  return  for  its  bonus  of 
11,500,000,  (which,  I  must  repeat,  has  been  advanced  to 
OS  out  of  our  own  money,)  has  been  shown  to  be  about 
sixty-six  n)iUions  of  dollars.     What  it  would  make  in  the 
next  twenty  years,  when  secure  possession  of  the  renewed 
charter  should  free  the  institution  from  tvery  restraint, 
and  leave  it  at  full  liberty  to  pursue  the  money,  goods, 
SldcI  lands  of  the  people  in  every  direction,  cannot  be  as- 
certained. Enough  can  be  ascertained,  however,  to  show 
tbt  it  must  be  infinitely  beyond  what  it  has  been.  There 
ire  some  data  u{>on  which  some  partial  and  imperfect  cal- 
calitions  can  be  made,  and  let  us  essay  them.    In  the  6rst 
place,  the  rise  of  the  stock,  which  cannot  be  less  than  that 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  its  flourishing  days,  (probably 
Bore,  as  all  Europe   is  now  seeking  investments  here,) 
n*)' reach  250  per  cent.,  or  150  above  par.     This,  upon 
»  capital  of  36  millions,  would  give  a  profit  of  ^2,500,000? 
•very  pretty  sum  to  be  cleared  by  operation  of  law! — to 
be  added  to  the  fortunes  of  some  individuals,  aliens  as  well 
la  citizens,  by  the  mere  passa^  of  an  act  of  Congress!  In 
the  next  place,  the  regular  dividends,  assuming  them  to 
equsd  those  of  the  BaiSl  of  England  in  its  meridian,  would 
ke  ten  per  cent  per  annum.   This  would  give  $3,500,000 
fcf  the  annual  dividend;  and  $70,000,000  for  the  aggre- 
gate of  twenty  years,     in  the  third  place,  the  direct  ex« 
penses  of  the  institution,  now  less  tlian  $400,000  per  an- 
Mim,  would,  under  the  new  and  magnificent  expansion 
vhirb  the  operations  of  the  bank  would  take,  probably 
aceed  half  a  million  per  annum;  say  $10,000,000  for  the 
v^le  term.  Putting  these  three  items  together,  which  is 
>s  far  as  data  in  hand  will  enable  us  to  calculate,  and  we 
ittre  1122,500,000   of  profits  made  out  of  the  people, 
<<lual  to  a  tax  of  $6,000,000  per  annum.  How  much  more 
iBay  follow  is  wholly  unascertainable,  and  would  depend 
upon  the  moderation,  the  justice,  the  clemency,  the  mercy 
and  forbearance  of  the  supreme  central  directory,  who, 
*tting  on  their  tripods,  and  sliakuig  their  tridents  over 
the  moneyed  ocean,  are  able  to  raise,  and  repress,  the 
golden  waves  at  pleasure;  who,  being  chief  purchasers  of 
ital  estate,  may  take  in  towns  and  cities,  and  the  whole 
cottntrv  round,  at  one  fell  swoop;  who,  being  sole  lenders 
of  money,  may  take  usury,  not  only  at  46,  but  at  460  per 
cent.;  who,  being  masters  of  all  other  banks,  and  of  the 
federal  Government  itself,  may  compel  these  tributary 
establishments  to  ransom  their  servile  existences  with  the 
^vy,  and  repeated,  exactions  of  Alg^rine  cupidity.  The 
gains  of  such  an  institution  defy  calculation.     There  is  no 
rumple  on  eartli  to  which  to  compare  it.     The  bank  of 
England,  in  its  proudest  days,  would  afford  but  an  inade- 
qtiate  and  imperfect  exemplar;  for  the  power  of  that  bank 
vas  counterpoised,  and  its  exactions  limited,  by  the  wealth 
of  the  landed  aristocracy,  and  the  princely  revenues  of 
great  merchants  and  private  bankers.     But  with  us,  there 
would  be  no  counterpoise,  no  limit,  no  boundary,  to  the 
extent  of  exactions.     All  would  depend  upon  the  will  of 
the  supreme  central  directory.    The  nearest   approach 
to  the  vklue  of  this  terrific  stock,  which  my  reading  has 
suggested,  would  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  famous 
South  Sea  Company  of  the  last  century,  whoae  shares 
rose  in  leaps  from  100  to  500,  and  from  500  to  1,000  per 
cent.;  but,  with  this  immeasurable  and  lamentable  differ- 
ence that  that  was  a  bubble!  this,  a  reality!     And  who 
would  be  the  owners  of  this  imperial  stock?    Widows 
and  orphans,  think  you?  as  ostentatiously  set  forth  in  the 
ftportof  last  session?     No,  sir!  a  few  great  capitalists; 
aliens,  denizens,  naturalized  subjects,  and  some  native 
citizens,  already  the  richest  of  tlie  land,  and  who  would 


avail  themselves  of  their  intelligences,  and  their  roeanSy 
to  buy  out  the  small  stockholders  on  the  eve  of  the  re- 
newal. These  would  be  the  owners.  And  where  would 
all  this  power  and  money  centre?  In  the  great  cities 
to  the  northeast,  which  have  been  for  foKy  years,  and 
that  by  force  of  federal  legislation,  the  lion's  den  of 
Southern  and  Western  money — that  den  into  which  all  the 
tracks  point  inwards;  from  which  the  returning  track  of 
a  solitary  dollar  has  never  yet  been  seen.  And,  this  is 
the  institution  for  which  a  renewed  existence  is  sought — 
for  which  the  votes  of  the  people's  representatives  are 
claimed!  But,  no!  Impossil^e!  It  cannot  bei  The  bank 
is  done.  The  arguments  of  1816  will  no  longer  apply. 
Times  have  changed;  and  the  policy  of  the  Republic 
changes  with  the  times.  The  war  made  the  bank;  peace 
will  unmake  it.  The  baleful  planet  of  fire,  and  blood, 
and  ^very  human  woe,  did  bring  that  pestilence  upon  us; 
the  benig^iant  star  of  peace  shall  chase  it  away.  Having 
concluded — 

Mr.  WEBSTER  demande'd  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
cjuestion  to  grant  leave  for  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tion; and  the  vote  being  taken,  was  decided,  without  fur^ 
ther  debate,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dick- 
erson,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Grundy»  Hayne,  Iredell,  King, 
M'Kinley,  Poindexter,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  8.  C,  Taze- 
well, Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbury— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chase,  Clayton, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston, 
Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Sprague, 
Webster,  Willey--23. 

So  the  Senate  refused  leave  for  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said,  that,  in  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  a  serious  difference  of  opinion  existed  in 
relation  to  the  description  of  testimony  to  be  brought 
before  them;  and  that  he,  for  one,  was  unwilling  that 
the  opinions  of  part  of  that  cotnmittee  should  prevail, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  He,  therefore, 
submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedj  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
ISth  day  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the  concUtion 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are  not  authorized  tu 
call  before  them  the  persons  who  have  been  dismissed 
from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  asceitaining  the  reasons 
or  eauses  of  their  removal. 

Adjourned. 

Thuesbat,  Fsbbuabt  3. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  witnesses  proposed  to  be  examined  in  relation  to 
the  causes  of  their  removal  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, was  taken  up,  and  again,  in  consequence  or  the 
absence  of  the  honorable  Senator,  laid  on  the  table. 

INDIAN  ANNUITY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUDLEY,  the  bill  from  the  House 
granting  an  annuity  of  $6,000  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians was  taken  up,  together  with  the  amendments  of 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  said,  that,  when  this  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table,  some  days  agt),  he  had  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  information  on  the 
subject,  and,  in  consequence,  he  had  received  an  answer 
from  the  Secretary,  enclosing  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  Nourse, 
one  of  the  clerks  in  the  Register's  Office,  addressed  to 
him,  containing  all  the  facts  that  were  necessary  for  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  matter.  There  would  be 
some  little  confusion,  Mr.   S.  said,  in  the  accounts  be- 
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tween  the  Indians  and  the  United  States,  in  passing  the 
bill  in  its  ori^nal  shape,  as  it  came  from  the  House,  inas- 
much as  it  would  be  giving  an  annuity  of  $6,000  without 
any  equivalent  for  it.  He  had,  therefore,  introduced  the 
amendment  to  transfer  the  stock,  which  was  now  held 
for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  to  the  United  States,  inasmuch 
as  they  required  nothing  more  than  the  annuity,  and  the 
United  States  would  be  justly  entitled  to  the  stock  for 
guarantying  it  to  them.  Upon  the  tribe's  becoming  ex- 
tinct, the  stock  would,  of  course,  revert  to  the  United 
States;  and  it  would  therefore  be  better  to  transfer  it  at 
once  than  pursue  the  course  originally  pointed  out  in  the 
bill.  It  would  be  simplifying  what  was  complex;  the 
subject  would  be  put  an  end  to;  and  the  Indians  and 
the  Government  would  be  relieved  from  any  further  diffi- 
culties in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  could  not  perceive  Ihe  neces- 
sity of  any  legislation  upon  this  subject.  It  is  now,  said 
Mr.  F.,  well  understood  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  never  received  any  benefit  from  the 
Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,  for  which  this  claim  is  made. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  has  been  made  their 
trustee — has  assumed  a  g^ardiansliip,  in  which  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Stales  has  no  concern;  and  all  he 
has  to  do  with  it  is  to  see  that  the  stock  entrusted  to  hin) 
is  vested  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  that  they  duly 
receive  the  amount  accruing  from  it.  There  was  a  time 
when  these  Indians  received  more  than  six  thousand  dol- 
.lars  per  annum  for  their  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  stock;  that  is,  when  their  fund  was  invested  in  Bank 
of  the  United  States'  stock,  when  they  received  seven  per 
cent.  When  their  stock  produced  more  than  six  thou- 
sand dollara,  the  whole  amount  was  paid  to  them;  but, 
since  that  stock  had  been  less  productive,  since  it  had 
been  invested  in  three  per  cents,  all  thathjid  been  done  had 
tended  to  impose  on  the  United  States  a  pecuniary  bur- 
then.  The  terms  of  the  contract  were  not,  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  should  see  that  the  fund  al- 
ways yielded  six  per  cent,  per  annum;  but  that  he  should 
make  the  best  disposition  of  it  in  his  power;  and  this,  it 
was  admitted,  had  been  done.  Inhere  was  then.no  fur- 
ther obligation  on  him,  or  on  the  Government.  Hut  it 
seemed  the  United  States  were  considered  as  bound  to 
these  Indians,  because  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  become  the  trustee  of  funds  paid  by  the  Holland 
Land  Company  for  lands  sold  by  the  Indians  to  that 
Company. 

This  matter  had  already  cost  the  Government  a  very 
considerable  amount  over  and  above  the  product  of  the 
stock,  and  now  the  question  arises^  arc  we  bound  to  do 
more,  after  doing  all  we  have  already  gratuitously  per- 
formed? But  it  is  said  the  Indians  have  been  given  to 
understand  that  the  full  amount  of  six  thousand  dollars 
should  be  paid  to  them.  Who  gave  them  to  understand 
this?  Who  had  a  right  to  do  so?  And  yet  it  was  on 
such  loose  declarations  that  the  whole  merits  of  this  claim 
seemed  to  rest.  It  is  contended  that  the  Government  is 
bound  to  realize  to  these  Indians  any  expectations  they 
may  have  been  induced  to  entertain.  It  is  true,  it  is  said 
that  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  when  th<t 
subject  was  before  him,  had  given  them  these  assurances. 
This,  however,  did  not  establish  the  justice  of  the  de- 
mand. He  could  see  no  sort  of  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  pay  them  more  than  the  amount  pro- 
duced by  their  stock.  The  original  arrangement  (which, 
by  the  way,  he  considered  a  very  foolish  one,  though  it 
was  made  by  the  authority*  of  Congress,)  was  to  create, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  a  trustee  or  guardian 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  this  fund  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollai*s,  which  they  had  undoubted  right  to— it  was 
theirs;  and  it  remained  between  them  and  their  trustee. 


the  President  of  the  Unitad  States,  to  settle  the  disposi- 
tion of  it  I'he  same  authority  that  constituted  him  a 
trustee,  and  enabled  him  to  invest  or  transfer  that  stock, 
would  also  authorize  him  to  sell  it,  and  make  such  dis- 
posal of  it  as  miglit  be  deemed  expedient. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  said  Mr.  F. 
The  letter  from  the  War  Department,  just  now  submitted 
to  us  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,] 
informs  us  that  the  Holland  Land  Company,  looking  for- 
ward to  the  extinguishment  of  this  tribe,  contemplated, 
on  the  consummation  of  that  event,  setting  up  a  claim  to 
this  ^100,000  of  stock.  They  say  it  then  belongs  to 
them.  Suppose,  after  our  making  this  compulsory  con- 
tract with  the  Senecas  to  pay  them  $6, COO  annually,  the 
Holland  Land  Company  should  establish  their  claim  to 
the  reversion  of  this  $100,000;  in  what  light  would  the 
proposed  measure  be  viewed,  if  adopted? 

Mr.  F.  concluded  by  repeating,  he  saw  no  sort  of  ne- 
cessity for  further  legislation  upon  this  subject.  If  the 
Indians  were  willing  to  take  the  product  of  their  stock, 
as  it  is,  in  the  three  per  cents.,  let  them,  in  Heaven's 
name,  have  it.  The  matter,  according  to  his  views,  laid 
just  where  it  should  lay,  and  he  hoped  it  might  remain 
so.  He,  tlierefpre,  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bin. 

Ml*.  SANFORD  said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  sup- 
posed that  there  wa»  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  to  do  justice  to  the  Sene- 
ca Indians;  Uiat  the  fund  belonging  to  tliem  had  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  as  trustee,  in  his 
individual,  and  not  in  his  official,  capacity.  Pray,  sir, 
said  Mr.  3.,  how  comes  it,  then,  that  this  subject  has 
been  brought  before  us  by  the  President  himself  ?  Is  it 
not  to  be  found  in  bis  message  of  the  last  session,  in 
which  he  says  he  cannot  do  justice  to  these  Indians  with- 
out the  intervention  of  Cong^ss?  If  the  gentleman 
would  please  to  refer  to  the  message  of  the  PresideDt, 
and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  war,  he  would  find 
that  those  officers  of  tlie  GoTernment  deemed  it  a  mat- 
ter in  which  the  United  States  was  concerned. 

The  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
trusteeship  of  the  President  imposed  no  obligation  on 
the  Government.  The  President,  as  the  official  organ 
of  the  Government,  became  the  voluntary  trustee*  The 
Indians  sold  their  lands  to  Robert  Morris,  with  the  con- 
sent and  approbation  of  the  Govei-nment,  and  the  Go- 
vernment voluntarily  assumed  the  office  of  trustee  for 
the  safe  investment  of  the  purchase  money.  It  was  well 
known  that  it  never  was  the  practice  of  the  Government 
to  suffer  any  treaty  to  be  held  with  the  Indians  without 
becoming  a  party  to  it;  and,  in  the  treaty  held  for  the 
sale  of  these  lands,  the  agent  of  the  Government  attend- 
ed and  sanctioned  the  whole  proceedings.  The  gt?n tie- 
man  from  Georgia  remarked,  that  the  President  might 
sell  the  stock,  pay  the  Indians  their  $100,000,  and  get 
rid  of  the  business.  Mr.  S.  did  not  know,  but  he  be- 
lieved the  Indians  would  be  as  glad  to  get  their 
$100,000,  and  get  rid  of  the  business,  as  tlie  gentleman 
from  Georgia;  that  is,  if  they  were  to  have  no  income, 
they  would  rather  have  their  money.  But  this  could  not 
be  done  without  legislation.  The  President  had  pre- 
sented the'subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress;  and, 
even  if  the  Indians  were  to  be  paid  back  tlicir  money, 
the  action  of  Congress  would  be  necessary.  B\it  it  hud 
been  urged  that  various  changes  had  been  made;  the 
money  had  first  been  invested  in  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  then  in  six  per  cents.,  and  lastly  in  three 
per  cents.  Suppose  we  refuse  to  pay  the  Indians,  be- 
cause of  these  changes;  would  that  be  just?  Who  made 
those  changes?  Not  the  Indians,  but  ourselves,  Ihe 
investments  were  made  by  the  trustee,  according  to  lu» 
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best  judg-ment,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 
liidians;  and  they  were  always  contented  as  long  as  they 


receiyed  what  they  considered  a  sufficient  interest  on 
Ihelr  money.  Mr.  S.  then  urged  that  the  amendment 
was  unnecessary;  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  pci-sisted  in, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  again  change  the  relations  between 
the  United  SUtes  and  the  Indians  without  their  consent. 

After  some  further  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
a.^iinst  the  amendment,  Mr.  S.  concluded,  by  expressing 
li5s  hope  tJiat  the  Senate  would  do  full  justice  to  the  Sen- 
eca Indians,  and  not  leave  them  in  a  situation  to  receive 
only  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  interest  on  their  capital, 
when  they  had  always  been  taught  to  believe  themselves 
m\y  entitled  to  an  interest  of  six  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said,  perhaps  he  did  not  understand 
this  subject  so  well  as  the  gcntlemati  from  New  York, 
I  Mr.  Sanfobd;]  but  he  must  repeat,  that  he  did  not  yet 
s^e  a  necessity  for  any  legislation  on  this  subject.     The 
stock  is  invested  at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  as  the 
trustee  of  the  Indians.     He  is  bound  to  render  them  an 
account  of  it,  and  is  ready  to  do  so.     He  has  the  power  to 
sell  out  the  stock,  and  return  them  their  monev,  if  they 
Wish  It.    This  would,  probably,  be  the  most  simple  and 
t(|u:Uble  method  that  could  be  adopted.     At  all  events, 
«i<i  Mr.  F.,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.     He  Con- 
demned tlic  foolish  plan  by  which  the  President  was  in- 
volved in  such  guardianships.     It  was  imposing  upon  him 
duties  and  responsibilities  which  did  not  rightfully  pertain 
to  his  sution.     The  gentleman  from  New  York  supposes 
that  there  was  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Jsates  to  guaranty  tliat  the  stock  yield  perpetually  the 
iHDual  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars.     Where  did  the  gen- 
tleman get  that  idea?     He,  Mr.  F.,  could  find  nothing  of 
It  m  the  documents  belonging  to  the  case.     If  the  original 
contract  was  that  the  Indians  should  receive  six  per  cent., 
^ny  did  they  for  so  many  years  get  seven  per  cent.  ?     On 
tlw  reasoning  of  the  gentleman,  the  Government  was  as 
inuch  bound  to  give  seven  as  six  per  cent.  But  the  honor- 
able gentleman  says  the  subject  has  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  Congress  by  the  President  himself!     Well,  sir, 
m  io  doing,  the  President  has  but  done  his  duty.     He 
lo-ind,  on  coming  into  office,  that  his  predecessor  had 
btcu  paying  out  of  the  coffers  of  the  treasury  $6,000,  in- 
|t^d  of  ^,190,  witliout  the  shadow  of  authority;  and 
"inding  that  the  Indians  expected  a  continuance  of  a  i)rac- 
'ff  ■  u*?*^^*^  not  sanction,  he  very  properly  brought  the 
Jttair  before  Congress.     Does  any  one,  said  Mr.  F.,  ques- 
,  '  ^^  correctness  of  tlic  course  pursued  by  the  Presi- 
^'<?nt  in  this  matter?     No  one  did.     It  had  been  admitted 
on  all  lunds  to  be  perfectly  correct.     Well,  sir,  shall  we, 
")  legislation,  sanction  a  proceeding  which  the  President 
conacrans?    It  is  not  pretended  tliat  the  Government  is  in 
any  way  hound,  except  by  the  guardianship  of  the  fund  so 
iwughtlcssly  undertaken.  But,  at  that  time,  these  Indians 
^erc  the  wards  of  the  United  States;  that  wardship  has 
«ased,  and  tliey  are  now,  with  tlic  exception  of  those 
Komgto  Green  Bay,  under  \he  guardianship  of  the  SUte 

strv^i  *ir^?^*^*  ^^-  *"•  ^'*'  ^^^  leaving  the  matter  as  it 
nf  tkl  n  ^"^»*"s  were  dissatisfied,  it  was  not  the  fault 
V  •  ^^*^"™cnt.  The  same  authority  that  vested  the 
^tocjc  in  the  President's  hands,  could  authorize  him  to  sell 
a  II  ^^"^^  "^^  ^ring  one  hundred  and  four  thousand 
aoiiari.  If  they  preferred  the  money  to  the  stock,  let 
incm  lave  it.  He  did  not  know  whether  this  would  be 
proper,  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  willingly  vote  for 
Jl?  jJPPfopJJition  for  the  purchase  of  the  stock.  If  they 
•sn  to  sell,  the  Government  has  as  much  a  right  to  buy 
« any  other  individual.  ^ 

cnn'f'w^^.^*'^*  he  conceived  this  to  be  a  most  just  and 
I  I'Uble  claun.     It  accrued  under  the  superintendence  of 

J-' 7''f  "°^ent,  by  its  agents,  in  the  purchase  of  the  In- 
'»n  lands.  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  the  General 
o>ernment,  were  severally  anxious  for  the  extinguish- 
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ment  of  the  Indian  title  to  these  lands.     A  treaty  was  en- 
tered into,  and  the  lands  were  sold  to  Robert  Monis  for 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  was  invested  in  the 
stock  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States.     The  whole 
matter  was  reported  to  Cong^'css,  and  approved  of  by  that 
body.     By  the  terms  of  the  treaty  itself,  the  guardianship 
of  tliis  money  was  invested  in  the  political  personage  de- 
nominated by  the  constitution,  the  President  of  the  United 
States.     The  an-angement  did  not  contemplate  entrusting 
the  money  to  a  Wasliing^on  and  Adams,  or  to  any  other 
individual.     It  was,  tlierefore,  an  act  of  the  Government* 
and  an  officer  of  that  Government  was  made,  ex  officio^  the 
repository  of  the  fund  in  question.     And  are  we,  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  to  lead  these  poor  savages 
astray?     Shall  we  take  advantage  of  their  ignorance,  sim- 
ply because  we  have  them  in  our  power?    Now,  if  there 
is  a  principle  on  earth,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  I  hold  more  sa- 
cred than  another,  it  is  that  the  Government  should  act 
with  magnanimity,  justice,  and  equity,  towards  these  sava- 
ges.   The  Government  make  treaties  with  them,  in  their 
own  form;  they  write  them  down,  in  their  own  way;  and 
shall  we  write  articles  of  agreement  witli  them  in  our  own 
language,  and  interpret  them  to  suit  our  own  purposes? 
God  forbid!     This  stock,  to  be  sure,  was  first  invested  in 
the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  but  what  did 
they  know  of  the  nature  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
They  supposed  that,  by  the  terms  of  their  treaty,  they  had 
secured  to  themselves,  and  their  tribe,  a  permanent  fund 
of  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum.     But  how  are  their  ex- 
pectations realized?     I  call  it  au  act  of  the  Government, 
said  Mr.  B.,  as  it  undoubtedly  is.     The  President  is  the 
ag^nt,  ex  officio^  and  the  fund  is  vested,  in  good  faith,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government.   .  Inasmuch  as  they  bare 
done  all  this,  shall  we  not  prcscn'e  our  faith  towards  them? 
What  do  they  know  of  five  or  six  per  cent,  stocks?    It  is 
utterly  beyond  their  comprehension.     Mr.  B.   said  he 
looked  upon  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  equity,  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  willing  to  abide  by  tne  rules  which 
she  metes  out  to  others.      It  was  no  more  than  just  that 
■«he  should  allow  the  same  rate  of  interest  for  debts  due 
from  her,  as  she  demands  from  those  indebted  to  her. 
From  public  debtors  she  exacts  an  interest  of  six  per  cent., 
and  I  know  of  no  better  rule  to  be  applied  to  the  pi*esent 
case.     Mr.  B.  also  disapproved  of  the  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,]  to  de- 
crease the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians,  as  this  seem- 
ed to  be  the  purport  of  his  amendment.     He  contended 
that  the  Government  had  already  received  this  money.    It 
was  already  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  he  trusted  tiiat  a 
majority  of  the  Senate  would  come  to  the  just  conclusion 
of  guarantying  to  the  Senecas  a  permanent  annuity  of  six 
per  cent,  on  their  stock,  or  six  tliousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  thus  preserve  that  justice,  good  faith,  and  scru- 
pulous integrity  towards  them,  which  it  was  so  essential 
to  the  national  honor  should  be  preserved. 

Mr.  WHITE  observed,  that  he  did  not  think  it  made 
much  difference  to  the  parties,  whetlier  the  bill  passed  as 
it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  as  amended 
bv  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith.]  He,  for 
his  pan,  would  prefer  the  original  bill,  inasmuch  as  it 
would,  if  it  passed  here  with  the  amendment,  be  embar- 
rassed, by  having  to  undergo  the  revision  of  the  other 
House.  It  had  been  statea  that,  when  the  treaty  was 
held  with  the  Seneca  Indians  for  the  sale  of  their  lands, 
the  agent  of  the  United  States  was  present,  and  sanctioned 
the  agreement  by  which  the  President  became  the  trustee 
for  the  dispdsition  of  the  purchase  money.  This,  he  be- 
lieved, was  correct.  The  Indians  being  about  to  sell,  and 
wishing  to  make  some  permanent  arrangement  by  which 
the  sum  to  be  paid  them  should  be  safely  invested,  agreed 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  not  as  an  indi- 
vidual, but  describing  him  in  his  official  character,  should, 
as  their  trustee,  invest  this  money  in  stock  of  the  ir  ::k  of 
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the  United  States,  to  be  held  for  their  use,  the  interest  on 
ivhich  to  be  annually  paid  them.  This  was  done;  and  as 
long  as  the  bank  continued  in  operation,  there  was  no 
difficulty  whatever.  The  Indians  annually  received  their 
interest,  and  were  perfectly  satisfied.  But  when  the 
charter  of  the  bank  expired,  the  President,  without  con- 
sulting them,  but  believing  he  was  doing  that  which  was 
the  most  conducive  to  their  ititerests,  vested  their  funds 
in  United  States*  six  per  cents.  This  Investment  created 
no  difficulty,  for  the  Indians  still  annually  received  an  in- 
terest which  they  conceived  equivalent  to  the  value  of 
their  capital.  On  the  paying  off,  however,  of  the  six  per 
cents,  the  President,  with  the  like  good  motives,  again 
invested  this  Indian  fund  in  United  States'  three  per  cents, 
which  not  yielding  the  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  receive,  they  became  dis- 
satisfied. Then  it  was  that  they  were  assured  by  the  Pre- 
sident that  they  should  lose  nothing  by  tliis  last  invest- 
ment; but  that  the  difference  between  the  interest  on  the 
three  per  cents,  and  the  six  thousand  dollars,  would  be 
made  up  to  them  by  tlie  Government.  On  this  assurance 
the  Indians  were  satisfied;  and  they  continued  to  receive 
their  six  thousand  dollars  until  the  present  administration 
came  into  office,  when  the  President  not  conceiving  him- 
self authorized  to  pay  more  than  the  bare  interest  on  the 
stock,  and  the  Indians  refusing  to  receive  that  sum,  the 
•ubiect  was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  would  be 
expedient,  as  well  as  just,  to  grant  the  Indians'"  demands. 
It  would  be  hard,  he  said,  by  refusing  to  pass  the  bill,  to 
disturb  the  understanding  they  had  so  long  held  of  the 
matter.  They  had  always  looked  upon  the  transaction, 
by  which  the  trusteeship  was  created,  to  be  the  transac- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  would  feel  themselves  hard- 
ly dealt  with  if  the  Government,  at  this  late  period,  took 
a  different  view  of  the  subject.  Whether  tlie  arrange- 
ment, when  made,  had  been  right  or  wtong,  Mr.  W.  con- 
ceived tliat  tlie  tJnited  States  were  now  placed  in  such  a 
situation,  tliat  it  became  a  moral  obligation  on  them  to 
fulfil  the  expectations  of  the  Indians.  As  to  any  ultimate 
clum  which  the  New  Holland  Company  might  make  upon 
this  fund,  afler  the  tribe  became  extinct,  Mr.  W.  knew 
nothing  of  it.  If  this  company  should  be  found  to  be  just- 
ly entitled  to  the  money,  they  would  receive  it;  if  not,  it 
would,  of  course,  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
After  some  furtlier  remarks,  Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  ex- 
pressing himself  highlv  in  favor  of  the  objects  of  the  bill, 
which  he  hoped  woida  pass  witliout  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FORSYTH,  ssud  he  had  already  consumed  more  of 
the  time  of  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  than  he  meant  to 
have  devoted  to  it.  But,  af\er  what  had  been  said,  parti- 
cularly by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Bibb,]  in 
relation  to  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  he  felt  bound  to 
reply.  It  seemed  to  him  that  gentlemen  took  an  incon-ect 
view  of  the  whole  transaction.  He  could  see  no  hardships 
in  the  matter.  It  was  a  mere  question,  whether  we  were 
to  ^  on  paying  to  these  Indians  an  annuity,  for  which  we 
receive  no  equivalent.  We  have  received  no  bonds  from 
them.  Tlie  Government,  if  you  please,  acted  as  guardian 
for  them,  to  prevent  their  being  defi-auded  in  their  con- 
tract with  Robert  Morris.  This  was  the  simple  state  of 
the  case,  and  it  was  impossible  to  read  the  original  con- 
tract without  so  understanding  it.  The  Government  had 
not  only  paid  to  them  all  that  it  was  bound  to  pay,  but  it 
had  paid  thirteen  thousand  dollars  more  than  it  was  bound 
to  pay.  Tlie  only  question,  theii,  now  is,  shall  we  con- 
tinue thus  to  pay  them,  and  ovetpay  them  ?  Because  a 
president  of  the  United  States  had  chosen  to  create  a 
hope  in  the  breasts  of  the  Inctians,  that  they  should  con- 
tinue to  receive  a  certain  sufn,  was  that  a  reason  for  the 
appropriation?  Mr.  F.said,  suppose  such  a  claim  as  this 
were  set  up  by  white  people,  instead  of  red  ones,  would 
any  one  contend  that  they  should  receive  one  cent  over 


the  amount  produced  by  their  stock?    No,  sir,   such  a 
claim  would  not  be  sustained  for  a  moment. 

If  any  gentleman  here,  said  Mr.  F.,  can  show  thesfigfit- 
est  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  pay  the 
Senccas  one  extra  dollar,  he  would  be  content.  But  it  is 
contended  that  they  should  receive  the  produce  of  therr 
fund.  So  they  should,  but  no  more.  But  we  are  bound 
to  pay  them  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  says  one.  If  we 
were  debtors,  the  argument  miglit  hold  good;  but  the 
Government  are  represented,  from  the  same  source,  in  the 
light  of  trustees.  If  the  stock  does  not  produce  as  much 
as  they  wish,  tlie  remedy  must  be  found  elsewhere  than 
supplying  the  deficiency  from  the  public  coffers.  One 
President  has  gone  on  thus  to  fulfil  their  expectations, 
and  shall  we  continue  to  do  so  against  all  law,  and  every 
color  of  law?  The  amount  of  money  was  surely  of  no 
consequence  whatever;  he  could  heartily  wish  these  poor 
creatures  had  it;  but  he  could  not  vote  it  to  them  at  the 
expense  of  principle,  and  violation  of  the  constitudon. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  indefinitely  postponing^ 
the  bill,  and  lost  without  a  division. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sscitb^ 
of  Maryland,  to'  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  pro%^ision 
that  the  stock  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Mar>'land,  said  that  the  effect  of  tlie 
amendment  was  simply  this:  that  the  three  per  cent.  stock» 
now  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  should  become  the 
property  of  the  United  States;  while  we  bind  ourselves^ 
said  he,  to  pav  to  them,  in  perpetuity,  the  annual  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars.     It  was  precisely  on  the  principle  of 
a  tontine.     Tlie  stock  would  be  transfeired  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  Indians  would  receive  annually   their  sax 
thousand  dollars.    Tliey  never  could  get  more.    The  Pre- 
sident, Mr.  S.  thought,  had  done  right  in  laying  the  sub- 
ject before  Congress.     Mr.  S.  could  not  conceive  how  the 
former  President  of  the  United  States  could  feel  himself 
authorized  to  give  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum  in  lieu 
of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  the  in- 
terest on  the  stock;  but  he  did  not  care  about  the  money; 
he  believed  it  had  been  done  with  a  benevolent  motive, 
and  he  was  glad  that  the  Imlians  got  the  money.   He  w^ish- 
ed  to  get  rid  of  the  business  at  once;  and  he  believed  that, 
if  his  amendment  prevsuled,  it  would  be  the  most  advan- 
tageous arrangement,  both  for  the  United  States  and  the 
Indhins.  / 

Mr.  WHITE  said,  from  documents  which  he  had  ex- 
amined, it  appeared  tliat,  when  this  tribe  of  Indians  be- 
came extinct,  a  claim  would  be  set  up  by  the  Holland 
LAnd  Company  to  this  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars? and  the  disposal  which  we  are  now  about  to  make  of 
that  stock,  as  contemplated  by  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Smith,]  might  not  prove  ac- 
ceptable to  that  company,  should  their  c&m  prove  a  valid 
one.  Mr.  W.  thought  the  amendment  would  only  em- 
barrass the  subject.  Should  the  Seneca  nation  become 
extinct,  we  then  have  the  stock  in  our  hands,  ready  for 
such  disposal  as  justice  may  demand.  He  conceived  the 
Government  to  be  placed  somewhat  in  the  situation  of  a 
trustee  who  had  violated  his  trust,  and  was  compelled  to 
render  an  account,  with  leg^l  interest.  He  thoug-ht  it  \iras 
far  better  that  we  should  pay  the  Indians  much  more  than 
their  actual  due,  than  that  we  shoiUd  wrong  them  out  of 
one  cent.  From  these  considerations,  he  preferred  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said  he  certainly  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill  in  its  original  shape,  though,  if  the  amend- 
ment prevailed,  it  would  meet  with  his  hearty  concurrence. 
With  respect  to  any  claim  the  Holland  Company  might 
hereafter  make,  it  made  not  one  doit  of  difference  as  to 
the  present  legislation  of  Congress.  If  that  company  came 
forward  with  any  claim  after  the  extinction  of  the  tribe, 
jits  validity  must  be  decided  on  by  the  Supreme  Court* 
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and,  if  decided  in  their  favor,  it  mattered  not  whetbe^  derly  behavior,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds. 


th#y  were  paid  in  stock  or  money 

Mr.  SANFORD  aud,  he  believed  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Sxith]  did  not  essen- 
tially vary  the  nature  of  the  bill;  but,  as  it  had  passed  the 
«lher  House  in  its  present  shape,  he  did  not  wish  to  see  it 
retarded  or  embarrassed.  He  asked,  what  is  this  three 
per  cent,  stock?  A  debt  that  we  owe.  To  whom?  To 
ourselves.  It  is  created  with  one  hand,  and  paid  with  the 
other.  He  considered  the  amendment  of  no  manner  of 
importance;  and  he  repeated  the  hope  that  it  would  not 
be  made  to  embarrass  the  bill  in  its  progress  through  tiie 
necessary  stages  of  legislation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  replied,  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  gre»t  importance.  It  was  important,  if  the  United 
States  granted  these  Indians  a  perpetual  annuity,  that  they 
should  get  something  for  it.  If  we  give  them,  said  he, 
the  perpetuity  of  six  thousand  dollars,  and  the  stock  is 
transferred  to  us^  we  get  something  for  it;  otherwise,  we 
get  nothing. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  amendment, 
and  it  was  rejected  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second,  a  verbal 
amendment,  <<that  the  annuity  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  treasuiy  not  otherwise  appropriated,"  and 
carried. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by 
the  following  vote? 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb, 
Burnet,  Chase,  Clayton,  Didcerson,  Dudley,  Bllis,  Foot, 
Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  Livingston, 
McKinley,  Marks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Rugglea,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Troup, 
White,  WiUey,  and  Woodbury— 33. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Iredell,  King,  Poin- 
dexter.  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Tazewell,  and 
Tyler— 9. 

The  remainder  of  this  day's  sitting  was  consumed 
Executive  business. 


expel  a  member.  Whenever,  therefore,  it  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  bv  either  House  to  exert  the  extraordinary  pow- 
er proposea  in  the  resolution,  it  is  under  no  necessity  to 
resort  to  tiie  other  for  aid  to  carry  it  into  effect;  and  it  is 
proper  that  it  should  be  so:  for  it  may  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  one  House  to  exercise  this  power,  when  it  is 
wholly  unnecessary  in  the  other.  The  committee,  not 
being  informed  of  anv  necessity  for  its  exercise  by  the 
Senate  at  present,  and  believing  that  when  tliat  necessity 
shall  arise,  it  ought  not  to  be  exercised  jointly  with  the 
other  House,  recommend  that  the  resolution  be  rejected." 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Mr.   McKINLEY,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,   to 
whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  pay 
of  members  of  Congress  passed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, reported:  '*  That  the  resolution  does  not  ap- 
pear  to  be  designed  to  regulate  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress,  but  to  create  such  penalties  for 
neglect  of  duty  as  will  ensure  their  attendance  in  the  re- 
spective Houses,  and  to  compel  an  amendment  of  the 
rules  of  each  House  so  a^  to  enect  this  object.     All  legis. 
lative  powers  granted  by  the  constitution,  are  vested  in  a 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives;  and  each  House  is 
separately  clothed  with  ample  power  to  preserve  its  dig>| 
nity  and  integrity,  and  to  regulate  its  own  conduct.     Bv 
the  fifth  section  of  the  constitution,  it  is  declared  that  each 
House  shall  be  tlie  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members,  and  a  noajority  of  each 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  buuness,  but  a  smaller 
number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  autho- 
rized to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members^  in  such 
manner,  and  under  such  penalties,  as  each  House  may 
provide.     Thus  is  the  power  of  compelling  the  attendance 
of  absent  members  conferred  separately  and  exclusively 
on  each  House,  and  ought  not,,  as  the  committee  believe, 
to  be  exercised  jointly  by  both.     Nor  is  it  believed  to  be 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  ioint  power  of  the  two  Houses, 
to  make  or  amend  the  rules  by  which  tliis  object  is  to  be 
attained:  because,  in  the  same  section  of  the  constitution, 
power  is  given  to  eacli  House  to  determine  the  rules  of 
its  own  proceedings,  punish  its  own  members  for  disor« 


Mr.  GRUNDY  called  up  the  resolution  which  he  had 
submitted  the  day  before  yesterday,  declaring  the  sense 
of  the  Senate,  that  the  eommittee  appointed  to  examine 
the  present  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  were 
not  authorized- to  call  before  them  as  witnesses  the  per- 
sons who  had  been. removed  from  office  by  that  Depart- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  testifjang  as  to  the  causes  of  their 
removal. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  should  not  have  troubled  the  Senate  on 
this  subject,  if  a  real  difficulty  and  serious  difference  of 
opinion  had  not  arisen  in  the  committee.     He  quoted  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  Mr.  Abraham  Bradley  had  been  called 
before  them;  that  Mr.  Holmks  had  proposed  to  interro- 
gate him  as  to  the  cai^ses  of  his  removal  nrom  the  office  of 
Assistant  Postmaster  General;  that,  Mr.  Gbuvdt  had  ob- 
jected to  the  question;  and  that  on  taking  the  vote  of  the 
committee^  whether  it  should  be  answered  or  not,  Mr. 
Clattoit  Mid  Mr.  Holmks  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and 
Mr.  Gbuvdt  and  Mr.  Woodbubt  in  the  negative:  Mr. 
Hbbdbicxs,  wishing  further  time  for  consideration,  did 
not  vote;  and  the  committee  adjourned.     Mr.   G.   re- 
marked, that,  upon  being  informed  by  the  Senator  who 
had  not  voted  in  the  committee,  that  he  should  vote  differ- 
ently from  him,  [Mr.  Gbvkdt,]  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
appeal  to  the  Senate  for  its  decision.     He  had  stated  to 
the  committee  that  he  would  not  submit  to  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  should  a  majority  of 
the  committee  so  determine,  without  first  having  the  di- 
rection of  the  Senate.     Therefore,  having  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hkvdbicks,]  he  had  no 
alternative  .but  either  to  submit  to  what  he  considered  a 
very  incorrect  and  unprecedented  course  of  proceeding, 
or  to  offer  the  resolution  under  conuderation.     If  the 
Senate  should  decide  against  him,  he  cuuld  not  say  he 
would  proceed  cheerfully  in  discharge  of  the  duty  en- 
joined, but  he  would  ]ierform  it  diligently  and  faitlifiilly. 
He  also  quoted  from  tlie  journal  of  the  committee  other 
debated  questions,  which,  from  the  votes  on  them,  showed 
a  great  want  of  harmony  in  tl\eir  proceedings.     He  con- 
sidered the  inquiry  now  under  discussion  as  beyond  the 
province  of  the  Senate  or  the  committee.  This' body  had, 
at  the  last  session,  expressed  its  opinion  on  the  power  of 
the  Executive  to  make  removals,  without  assigning  to  the 
Senate  the  causes  of  them.     He  supposed  the  questioD 
had  been  settled.     The  cases  tlien  presented,  were  of  a 
character  more  plausibly  requiring  the  causes  to  be  as- 
signed.   The  right  .to  demand  the  causes  was  alleged  to 
be,  that  as  the  Senate  was  united  with  the  Executive  in 
tlie  exercise  of  die  appointing  power,  it  should  inquire 
into  the  reasons  why  an  officer,  whose  appointment  it  had 
confirmed,  had  been  displaced,  in  favor  of  the  person 
whose  nomination  was  tlien  under  consideration.     This 
argument  was  overruled  by  the  Senate's  decision.     And 
even  this  pretext,  however  plausible,  does  not  exist  in 
favor  of  tlie  present  inquiry. 

If  an  examination  is  to  be  made  into  causes  of  removal, 
he  conceived  that  more  accurate  information  could  be  ob- 
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tained  from  the  person  removing',  than  from  the  individual 
removed.  Gases  might  eici.st,  in  which  delicacy  towards 
the  indtvidual  removed  would  prevent  his  acquiring  a 
knowlcdgfe  of  the  causes  that  produced  his  removal.  He 
did  not  believe  this  mode  of  proceeding  calculated  to  se- 
cure justice  in  the  result.  The  committee  is  to  call  be- 
fore it  the  very  men  who  have  been  exasperated  at  the 
head  of  this  department  on  account  of  their  dismissal,  and, 
in  the  absence  of  that  officer,  they  are  to  make  their  ex 
parte  statements;  and,  without  the  advantage  of  a  cross-ex- 
amination, the  committee  is  to  make  a  report,  decisive  of 
the  conduct  and  character  of  tlve  Postmaster  General; 
and  the  depositions  thus  taken  are  to  furnish  materials  for 
partisan  newspapers.  He  did  not  wish,  as  a  Senator,  to 
be  thus  employed. 

It  18  true,  the  committee  had  s^t  an  inquiry  to  the  Post- 
master General  on  this  subject ;  this  was  contrary  to  his 
judgment.  His  opinion  was,  that  the  Senate  possessed 
no  constitutional  power  to  make  such  inquiry.  The  Chief 
Magistrate  and  the  heads  of  departments,  by  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws,  have  the  power  conferred  on  them  to  ap- 
point and  remove  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government.  It  is  a  matter  confided 
to  their  discretion.  If  this  discretionary  power  should  be 
con-uptly  exercised,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  to 
institute  an  inquiry,  collect  the  evidence,  and  bring  the 
oflTender,  by  impeachment,  before  the  Senate,  in  its  judi- 
cial capacity.  It  would  be  unbecoming  this  body  to  be 
searching  after  impeachable  matter,  which,  when  obtained, 
could  not  be  acted  on  until  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  take  up  the  subject,  and  prefer  articles  of  impeach- 
ment. Besides,  this  kind  of  investigation  would  disquali- 
fy Senators  from  acting  impartially,  should  a  case  be  pre- 
sented for  a  judicial  tnal.  It  would  be  impossible  to  pre- 
vent the  minds  of  Senators  from  being  influenced  by 
these  previous  investigations.  He  also  considered  it  un- 
dignified for  this  body,  or  its  committee,  to  call  on  the 
Executive  for  the  causes  of  removal,  because,  if  obedience 
to  the  call  should  be  refused,  tliere  is  no  constitutional 
power  in  this  body  to  enforce  it;  and  he  viewed  it  un- 
becoming in  the  Senate  to  make  a  demand  witliout  the 
power  to  coerce  a  compliance. 

He  had  said  thus  much  on  the  general  principle,  with- 
out any  special  reference  to  this  particular  case.  He  had 
no  apprehension  that  any  portion  of  tlie  conduct  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  if  the  whole  were  examined,  would 
be  found  to  merit  censure.  He  considered  this  whole 
course  of  proceeding  highly  improper,  'Snd  therefore 
asked  the  Senate  to  arrest  it  by  the  Moption  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  (another  member  of  the  committee,) 
observed,  he  was  not  aware,  until  the  resolution  was  sub* 
mitted,  that  such  a  course  as  it  proposed  was  contem- 
plated; and  he  could  not  but  express  his  surprise  that  it 
should  have  been  resorted  to  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  committee,  especially  as  they  had  not  yet  come  to  any 
decision  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution.  He  con- 
sidered the  proposition  objectionable,  because  it  had  the 
cflfect  to  elicit  a  partial  history  of  the  pi*oceedings  of  the 
committee,  before  any  regular  report  of  those  proceed- 
ings could  be  submitted  to  the  Senate.  But  he  was  most 
surprised  by  it,  because  it  was  calculated  to  give  the  pub- 
lic very  erroneous  impressions  respecting  the  conduct  and 
great  object  of  the  inquiry.  This  resolution  declared  that 
the  comtnittee  were  not  authorized  to  call  before  them  the 
persons  who  have  been  dismissed  from  office,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  causes  of  their  removal.  From 
its  tenor  any  gentleman  would  infer,  that  no  member  of 
the  committee  would  have  offered  it,  unless  a  disposition 
had  been  evinced  by  them  to  call  before  them  a  ^eat  num- 
ber, if  not  all,  of  the  persons  who  had  been  removed  from 
office  by  Mr.  Barry,  numerous  as  the  cases  were,  to  sifl 


out  the  causes  of  such  removals.  But  nothing  of  this 
kind  had  ever  been  contemplated  by  the  committee.  He 
would  take  the  opportunity,  though  he  regretted  to  find 
himself  compelled  to  do  so  at  this  time,  to  give  a  brief 
statement  of  the  facts  as  they  had  really  occurred  in  the 
committee,  in  justice  to  those  who  were  entrusted  with 
the  inquiry.  He  should  do  this  with  reluctance,  because 
it  would  have  been  far  better  to  have  suffered  them  to 
have  spoken  for  themselves  through  a  report,  as  to  all 
their  proceedings;  btit  as  the  gentleman  who  had  taken 
on  himself  to  introduce  the  matter,  had  voluntarily  dis- 
closed  a  partial  history  of  these  transactions,  and  had  re- 
probated the  course  pursued  by  some  of  his  colleagues  in 
strong  lang^ge,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty,  in  the  course 
of  his  remai'ks,  to  place  those  ti^ansactions  before  the 
Senate  in  a  proper  light,  to  illustrate  the  true  state  of  the 
question  pending  before  the  committee,  and  to  show 
whose  conduct,  in  the  language  of  that  gentleman,  was 
«  either  becoming,"  or  *<  calculated  to  make  improper 
impressions." 

In  his  opinion,  the  proposition  contained  "in  the  resolu- 
tion w^as  to  repeal  the  power  delegated  to  tlie  committee 
by  the  former  resolution,  under  which  they  were  organiz- 
ed. But  the  gfentleman  who  offered  it,  from  some  of 
his  remarks,  seemed  to  contend  that  its  object  was  only 
to  explsun  and  construe  that  power.  In  its  terms,  tiie 
resolution  was  only  declaratory — ^in  substance,  its  design 
was,  and  its  effects  would  be,  to  repeal  an  existing  power, 
to  smother  inquiry,  and  baffle  investigation.  If  it  declare<l 
what  was  erroneous  in  this  respect,  as  he  should  attempt 
to  show  before  he  sat  down,  the  Senate  could  not  adopt  it. 

It  would  seem,  from  this  proposition,  that  'great  stress 
had  been  laid  by  the  committee  on  the  causes  of  the  re- 
movals, to  which  it  referred.  The  resolution  seemed  to 
carr>'  with  it  the  idea  that  this  had  been  a  principal,  if  not 
the  sole  object  of  the  investigation.  Insinuations  of  this 
character  had  been  dropped  elsewhere,  by  those  who 
knew  best,  and  felt  most  deeply,  how  much  a  scrutiny 
into  the  causes  of  these  removals  was  to  be  dreaded.  But 
this  was  not  the  only  important  object  which  he  had  in 
view,  when  he  introduced  the  original  resolution  to  ap- 
point the  committee.  In  explanation  of  his  own  object  in 
submitting  that  resolution,  he  observed,  that  its  aim  and 
end  were  to  inquire  into  the  ffscal  concerns  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  true  cause  of  their 
decline.  He  had  seen  that,  under  the  administration  of 
the  predecessor  of  the  present  Postmaster  General,  the 
finipces  of  the  department  were  in  a  most  flourishing  con- 
dition; that  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment, in  the  other  House,  in  1828,  it  appeared  that,  under 
his  able  superintendence,  its  funds  had  been  brought  up 
from  an  annual  deflcit  of  58,000  dollars,  to  yield  a  clear 
revenue  of  100,312  dollars,  after  defraying  all  the  ex- 
penses of  mail  transportation,  and  all  the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  department.  The  department  produced,  at 
the  period  of  that  report,  an  excess  of  revenue  more  than 
sufficient  to  defray  aU  the  burdens  arising  from  clerk  hire, 
the  salaries  of  its  ofRoers,  and  its  contingent  expenses; 
although,  according  to  established  usage,  appropriations 
for  those  purposes  were  annually  made  from  the  treasury. 
The  department  then  bore  its  own  weight,  paid  its  own 
way,  and  never  made  a  demand  on  the  treasury,  to  enable 
it  to  establish  new  post  routes,  when  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  demanded  them.  This  was  what  the  people  ex- 
pected, and  had  a  right  to  demand  from  it;  and,  until  the 
present  administration  came  into  power,  they  had  never 
been  disappointed  in  their  expectations  under  any  Post- 
master General. 

Indeed,  "the  predecessors  of  the  present  incumbent  had 
actually  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  nation  upwards  of 
one  million  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and,  in  reply  to 
an  interrogatory  put  to  him  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  in  the  other  House,  at  the  last 
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session,  Mr.  Barry  himself  admitted  that  <<  there  had  not, 
at  any  tirne,  been  drawn,  by  the  department,  any  money 
from  the  tremaury,  which  it  had  deposited  there.  All  the 
expenses  of  transportation,  and  others  incident  to  the  de- 
partment, had  been''defTayed  bjr  its  own  resources,  witl\- 
out  any  appropriation,  at  any  time,  to  meet  them,  from 
the  treasury."  At  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, it  mi^t  be  seen  that  its  concerns  were  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent situation.  By  the  reports  of  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment, it  appeared  that,  from  the  1st  July,  1828,  to  the 
1st  July,  1829,  there  had  been  an  excess  of  expenditure, 
beyond  the  revenue,  of  $74,714,  and  an  additional  excess 
of  expenditure,  beyond  the  revenue  for  the  ensuing*  year, 
of  182,124.  The  expenditures  of  the  year  ending^  the 
1st  of  July,  1830,  exceeded  even  those  of  the  preceding- 
year,  by  the  enormous  sum  of  150,674  dollars.  The  availa- 
ble fV^nds  of  the  department,  in  the  first  fifteen  months  of 
the  present  administration,  suffered  an  abstraction  of 
114,000  dollars.  The  sums  drawn  from  the  treasury  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  officers,  and  the  contingent  expenses, 
ilso  exceeded  any  ever  drawn  before.  In  1824,  the  whole 
amount  of  appropriations  for  these  purposes  was  38,350 
flollars.  In  1830,  it  was  61,290  dollars;  and  the  appro- 
priation demanded  for  the  present  year  is  the  same.  It 
was,  therefore,  evident,  that  if  the  department  had  not 
leaned  on  the  treasury  for  support,  it  would  already  have 
nearly  exhausted  its  available  rands,  accumulated  during 
preceding-  administrations,  and  amounting,  as  the  Post- 
master General  had  stated  them,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1829, 
to  230,000  dollars.  And,  without  considering'the  appro- 
priations from  the  treasury,  it  mast  be  evident  to  every 
man  who  reflected  on  this  subject^  that  unless  some 
change  should  be  made  in  the-administration  of  its  affMrs, 
this  department  would  soon  reach  the  period  of  its  insol- 
vency. Such  were  the  considerations  which  had  induced 
him  to  propose  the  ihquiry.  There  were  others,  as  little 
connected  with  the  subject  of  removals  as  these,  which 
had  impelled  him  to  submit  the  proposition.  He  had  seen, 
that,  during*  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  Senator  from 
Ohio  [BCr.  BumirsT]  hac^  introduced  a  resolution,  calling* 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  mail  contracts.  There 
were,  at  that  time,  allegations  of  gross  abuses  in  regard  to 
these  contracts,  which  had  since  swelled  into  direct  charges 
of  corruption,  in  preferring  higher  to  lower  bidders, 
and  grantinr  extra  allowances  to  political  favorites.  The 
resolution  of  the  Senator  of  Ohio,  after  having  remained 
on  the  table  several  days,  was  amended,  as  was  supposed, 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Postmaster  General  himself,  (if 
wrong  in  this  supposition,  he  wished  to  be  corrected,)  and 
was  adopted  in  the  shape  in  which  it  appeared  on  the 
journal  of  the  last  sesaon.  The  amendments  might  there  be 
traced  in  italics;  and  the  first  of  these  was  one  postponing 
the  infomiation  required,  "till  an  early  period  of  the 
next  session."  In  this  shape,  that  resolution  was  adopted. 
•  That  next  session  had  arrived,  yet  had  no  answer  what- 
ever been  given  to  this  call.  Nearly  a  year  had  passed 
away,  yet,  neither  respect  for  the  Senate^  nor  a  sense  of 
duty,  had  yet  produced  a  line  of  reply.  Was  the  labor 
great?  If  so,  was  not  the  time  allowed  sufficient  to  enable 
3ie  department,  with  the  aid  of  the  new  clerks  employed 
there,  to  answer  it  fully  ^ 

It  was  with  a  view  to  g^in  such  information  as  this,  and 
to  learn  the  actual  causes  of  the  decline  in  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  this  department,  that  the  investigation  was  com- 
menced. Rumor  had  assigned,  as  one  of  these  causes, 
the  removal,  for  opinion's  sake,  of  hundreds  of  expe- 
rienced and  faithful  postmasters,  and  other  officers  of  the 
department,  and  the  substitution  of  ignorant  and  brawling 
partisans,  who  had  exhibited  no  other  proof  of  capacity 
than  their  having  voted  for  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
The  resolution  gave  ^e  committee  full  latitude  ofinquiry 
to  ascertun  this  or  any  other  cause  of  abuse.  It  Erected 
them  to  inquire  and  report  '*in  what  manner  the  laws 


regulating  the  department  were  administered."  The 
Postmaster  General  exercised  the  right  to  remove  an  offi- 
cer bv  virtue  of  some  law,  or  he  had  no  right  to  remove. 
How  he  had  adnunistered  this  law,  then,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  committee  to  examine  and  report.  Would  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  who  said  we  had  no  such  power 
under  the  resolution,  teU  us  why  this  clause  did  not  ab- 
solutelv  enjoin  this  inquiry  as  a  duty  upon  us?  Another 
part  of  it  directed  the  committee  **  to  examine  and  report 
the  entire  management  of  the  Post  Office  Department." 
Was  the  matter  of  removing  a  thousand  officers  no  part  of 
the  management  of  the  department?  It  appeared  ratlier 
that  this  had  been  the  chief  buaneas  of  the  department. 
Another  clause  of  the  resolution  directed  the  committee 
to  examine  and  report  whether  further  and  what  legal 
provisions  were  necessary  to  secure  th^  proper  adminis- 
tration of  its  affairs.  It  would  be  recollected  that,  in 
1826,  the  celebrated  committee  on  Executive  patronage, 
in  this  body,  reported  a  bill  making  provision  to  prevent 
this  very  abuse  of  removals  in  the  Post  Office,  and  actually 
transferring  the  whole  power  of  appointment  and  removal 
from  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  President  and  Senate. 
Perhaps  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Wood- 
Bvar,]  who  was  a  member  of  the  present  committee,  had 
also  been  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  probably  ap- 
proved of  the  principles  of  the  report,  and  would  now 
vindicate  the  measure  of  making  legal  provision  on  the 
subject.  If  there  could  exist  a  period  when  such  legal 
provision  was  necessary,  it  now  existed;  and  the  power  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  such  a  measure,  clearly 
delegated  by  the  resolution,  necessarily  involved  the 
power  and  the  duty  to  inquire  whether  the  removals  had 
been  improperly  made. 

Such  were  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  commission 
under  which  the  mquiry  commenced.  The  committee 
metf  and  propounded,  after  considerable  deliberation, 
nine  interrogatories  to  the  Postmaster  General,  which 
were  delivered  to  him  on  the  24th  of  December  last,  and 
to  which  he  had  as  yet  given  no  answer.  On  the  17th  of 
January,  three  other  interrogatories  were  proposed  by 
them,  and  sent  to  him.  Among  the  last,  was  one  inquiry : 
«  What  postmasters  have  been  removed  since  you  came 
into  office,  and  for  what  causes  P  Phease  to  give  their 
names^  places  of  residence  at  the  time  of  removal,  and 
the  causes  of  their  removal,  classifying  the  cause  for 
brevity's  sake."  This  interrogatory,  as  originally  pro- 
posed in  committee  by  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
HoLKKs,]  inquired  the  causes  of  the  removal  of  each 
of  the  discarded  postmasters,  but  was  amended  by  the 
votes  of  the  Senators  from  Tennessee,  New  Hampshire, 
and  Indiana,  who  shaped  the  intcrrogpatory  as  it  was 
actually  sent  to  the  Postmaster  General.  Thus,  this  officer 
was  lefl  at  liberty  to  state  the  causes  of  removal  generally, 
or  to  state  them  particularly  in  such  cases  as  he  might  se- 
lect; and  this  he  might  do  in  as  strong  language  as  he 
pleased,  to  bear  him  out  in  making  these  removids.  And 
would  any  man,  with  a  feeling  of  justice  in  his  bosom, 
after  giving  the  Postmaster  General  this  latitude  to  accuse 
and  blacken  the  victims  of  his  proscription,  refuse  to  them 
the  right  of  stating  the  causes  of  their  removal,  if  they 
should  choose  to  do  so?  The  files  of  the  department  might 
be  filled  with  groundless  accusations  against  them,  which 
posterity  might  bring  to  light  when  tliey  might  be  laid  in 
their  graves.  Might  they  not  now,  if  they  could  learn 
the  nature  of  those  charges,  be  permitted  to  refute  them, 
and  to  place  that  refutation  on  the  same  record  that 
should  present  the  imputations  against  them?  Yet  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  complained,  that  to  allow  them 
to  testify  would  be  to  admit  ex  parte  evidence. 

Alter  these  interrogatories  had  been  delivered  to  the 
chief  of  this  department,  another,  relating  to  a  single 
point,  had  been  sent  to  him  by  order  of  the  committee  on 
the  28th  of  Januar}*;  and,  as  nothing  had  yet  been  re- 
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celved  from  him,  a  request  had  been  added,  to  know  of 
him  within  what  time  an  answer  might  be  expected.  Two 
communications  were  then  received  from  him  in  reply  to 
the  last  letter  of  the  committee;  the  one  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  their  letters  of  the  17th -and  28ih  of  Janua- 
ry,  stating"  that  the  department  was  laboriously  employed 
in  answering  the  inquiries,  and  would  reply  when  it  was 
ready;  the  other  answering  tlie  last  interrogatory  of-the 
committee.  The  receipt  of  the  most  important  commu- 
nication, that  of  the  24th  December,  had  not  yet  been 
acknowledged.  In  the  mean  time,  specific  charges  of 
corruption  and  fraud,  in  certain  nail  contracts,  having 
been  distinctly  preferred  to  the  committee,  with  offers,  on 
the  part  of  respectable  individuals,  to  sustain  the  charges 
on  oa*h,  it  had  been  unanimously  agreed  to  apply  for 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  power  was 
granted  by  the  Senate.  But  when  the  committee  met, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  objected  to  its  exercise  in 
the  very  case  which  had  caused  them  to  ask  for  the  power, 
insisting  that  inquiry  ought  first  to  be  made  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  was  not  in  possession  of 
sufficient  affidavits  and  correspondence  to  make  out  the 
case  against  himself,  and  that  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
send  for  the  persons  when  it  should  be  found  that  the 
charges  could  not  be  established  by  a  reference  to  his 
own  records.  In  this  ingenious  view  of  the  subject,  that 
gentleman  was  supported  b^  the  Senators  from  New 
Hampshire  and  Indiana,  a  majority  of  tlie  committee.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that,  from  that  moment,  he,  as  well 
atf  the  Senator  from  Maine,  considered  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  the  investigation  was  substantially  defeated.  An 
eifort,  however,  was  made  to  examine  Abraham  Bradley, 
the  late  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General.  He  was  sent 
for,  and  attended  the  committee.  Mr.  C.  then  read  from 
the  journals  of  the  committee — **  Mr.  Woodbury  objected 
to  this  witness  being  sworn,  unless  Mr.  Holmes  would  first 
state  his  object  in  desiring  to  have  him  examined.  Mr. 
Holmes  asked  the  witness  how  long  he  had  been  Assistant 
Postmaster  General,  and  what  were  the  duties  assigned 
him  in  the  department?  Mr.  Holmes  objected  to  giving 
any  further  explanation  of  the  object  of  his  question,  than 
the  question  itself  conveyed;  and  insisted  on  his  right  to 
have  the  witness  examined.  It  was  then  decided  that  the 
witness  should  be  sworn,  and  answer  this  question,  Mr. 
Holmes,  Mr.  Hendricks,  and  Mr.  Clayton  voting  for  it, 
and  Mr.  Grundy  and  Mr.  Woodbury  agiunst  it.  Mr. 
Bradley  was  tlien  sworn  by  the  chairman,  and  answered 
the  question,  when  Mr.  Holmes  propounded  another 
question:  Were  you  removed  from  your  office,  and  when, 
and,  if  you  know,  for  what  cause  or  causes?  Mr.  Grun- 
dy objected  to  this  question;  and  Mr.  Hendricks,  to  give 
himself  time,  as  he  said,  to  examine  the  resolution ,  moved 
to  adjourn.  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Hendi'icks,  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury voted  for  the  adjournment,  and  Mr.  Holmes  and 
Mr.  Clayton  against  it."  Thus,  continued  Mr.  C,  this 
question  had  been  proposed  by  his  friend  from  Maine  to 
a  single  witness;  and,  before  the  committee  had  even  de- 
cided upon  it,  tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  offeried 
this  resolution  to  the  Senate.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee  thought  that  the  commit- 
tee should  never  dare  to  ask  information  from  any  otlier 
source  tlian  the  Postmaster  General  himself.  ~  To  prove 
this,  if  proof  were  yet  necessary,  he  referred  to  the  jour- 
nal of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  this  morning. 
A  resolution  was  onered  to  request  Joseph  W.  Hand,' 
solicitor  of  the  department,  to  attend  with  the  boo1c, 
showing  balances  of  accounts  liad  been  collected,  and  to 
give  information  as  to  the  actual  state  of  the  available 
funds;  when  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  objected  to 
the  resolution,  and  moved  to  dispense  with  Mr.  Hand's 
testimony,  and  to  call  on  the  Postmaster  General  on  the 
subject;  and  being  supported  in  this  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  the  testimony  was  refused.     The  |  in  its  present  operations,  w^ithout  any  increase  of  the  num- 


importance  of  ascertaining  the  true  nature  of  those  fuod^ 
was  unquestionable.  The  bill  pending  in  the  otlier  Hous^ 
to  establish  additional  post  routes,  had  been  arrested  on 
account  of  the  supposed  want  of  fiinds  to  defray  their  cx^ 
pense.  The  public  demand  for  these  routes,  as  mam-* 
fested  by  the  daily  setitions  presented  here,  demonstrate 
the  interest'  which  ttiis  question  had  excited;  and  the  ho- 
norable Senator  from  Tennessee  must  labor  under  some 
manifest  delusion,  in  supposing  that  such  an  inquiry  should 
be  confined  to  the  Postmaster  General. 

That  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose  that  a  dismissed  of- 
ficer was  incompetent  to  testify,  merely  because  he  had 
been  dismissed.  The  witness  [Mr.  Bradley]  who  was 
brought  before  the  committee,  had  served  his  counter 
with  g^eat  honor  to  himself  for  about  thirty  years.  He; 
had  grown  up  in  this  department,  was  thorou|^hly  conver- 
sant with  all  its  concerns,  and  had  through  life  sustained 
an  irreproachable  character.  The  breath  of  proscription 
could  not  taint  it.  The  shafU  of  calumny  would  fall 
harmlessly  before  it.  And  if  the  testimony  of  such  men 
be  incompetent,  to  whom  should  we  go  for  information^ 
To  the  clerks  and  officers  of  the  department  alone  ?  Were 
they  more  worthy  of  credit  than  the  man  who  had  been 
driven  out  of  omce  for  a  manly  exercise  of  the  right  of 
opinion?  Were  those  alone  worthy  of  confidence  who 
had  learned  to 

"  Crouk  tbe  prrgnant  hinges  of  the  knec^ 
Where  thrift  may  follow  fawning?" 

'  There  were,  doubtless,  many  high-minded  and  honon* 
ble  men  holding  office  under  the  department.  But  would 
you  compel  them  to  appear  to  give  evidence  against  it, 
when  you  know,  from  the  persecuting  and  proscriptive 
temper  evinced  by  it,  that,  tor  any  material  disclosure  of 
abuses,  they  would  probably  fall  the  victims  of  their  own 
integrity  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours?  Perhaps  not  a 
few  of  these  men,  with  their  families,  were  dependent 
upon  tlietr  offices  for  bread.  They  had  learned  no  other 
means  of  living.  And,  for  one,  he  did  nothe«tate  tony, 
that  be  would  rather  forego  the  whole  investigation,  ini- 
portant  as  he  verily  deemed  it,  than  to  compel  one  of 
them  to  do  an  act  which,  however  pure  in  its  motive,  or 
honorable  in  its  performance,  might  cause  him  to  be  de- 
prived of  his  means  of  living. 

It  would  be  seen,  then,  that  while  the  committee  were 
thus  trammeled  by  a  refusal  to  suffer  them  to  inquire  into 
abuses  from  any  person  who  mig^t  have  been  dismissed 
from  office,  these  abuses  must  pass  without  exposure, 
llie  whole  object  of  the  inquiiy  might  be  finistratcd. 
This  department,  which,  by  the  report  of  tlie  late  Post- 
master General,  for  the  year  1827,  contained  not  less  than 
twenty-six  thousand  officers  and  agents  of  every  descrip- 
tion, among  whom  there  were  more  than  eight  thousand 
four  hundred  postmasters,  and  ^more  tlian  two  thousand 
mail  contractors,  could  of  itself  form  an  executive  army, 
ready  to  march  at  any  time,  at  the  word  of  its  political 
cliief,  and  storm  any  position  which  he  might  order  to  be 
carried,  however  sacred  in  our  civil  institutions,  and 
though  in  our  soul's  just  estimation  prized  above  all 
price.  But  it  would  remain  to  be  seen  whether  this  de- 
termination to  hide  the  liglit  would  satisfy  the  people! 
They  were  awake  to  the  importance  of  this  inquiry* 
They  felt  that  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  now  demand- 
ing the  establishment  of  so  many  new  post-routes,  and 
now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  department, 
demanding  them  in  vain,  called  loudly  for  some  radical 
change  in  the  management  of  its  affairs.  They  had  read, 
as  he  had,  with  astonishment,  the  report  of  its  chief  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  other 
House  at  the  last  session,  in  which  he  declared  that  "it 
roust  be  obvious,  that,  without  any  considerable  improve- 
ment in  the  mail  facihties  for  at  least  three  years  to  come* 
it  would  be  difficult  to  make  the  department  sustain  itself 
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ber  of  mail  routes."  And,  seeing  these  things,  he  said  to 
the  ^ntleroan  from  Tennessee,  Jet  no  friend  of  the  de- 
partment, or  its  chief,  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul, 
that,  by  suppressing  this  inyestigation,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  the^  can  escape  the  consequences  which  in- 
variably  flow  from  attempts  to  conceal  the  true  state  of 
their  affftirs  from  an  intelligent  public. 

Mr.  WOODBURY,  (also  a  member  of  the  committee,) 
ttid,  that  the  question  involved  in  the  resolution  stooa 
forth  singly,  naked,  and,  as  he  beliered,  virtually  adjudi- 
cated by  the  Senate  at  tlie  last  session.  He  never  anticipat. 
ed  that  all  the  concerns  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  select  conunittee,  would  be 
dnwn  into  its  discussion.  But  the  course  just  pursued  by 
the  honorable  chairman  left  no  alternative  but  assent  to 
his  allegations,  or  a  reply.  In  relation  to  the  personal 
imputation,  that  a  portion  of  the  committee  had  attempted 
to  exclude  llglit,  or  to  baffle  inquiry,  he  would  boldly  ap- 
peal to  every  other  member  of  the  committee  for  its  con- 
tiadiction.  Every  proposition  for  information  had  been 
net  and  examined  with  promptitude,  and  sanctioned, 
whencrer  a  nugorlty  of  the  committee  deemed  it  to  be 
embraced  within  the  reference,  and  presented  in  a  shape 
best  calculated  to  elicit  the  truth.  The  proceedings  of 
the  committee  on  the  very  subject  of  the  present  resolu- 
tion—the causes  of  the  removal  of  officers — furnished  a 
Ten-  striking  illustration  on  this  topic. 

An  interrogatory  was,  at  an  early  moment,  offered  by 
the  chairman,  addressed  to  the  Postmaster  General,  ask- 
io^  for  the  causes  of  removal  in  each  case  since  his  con- 
nexion with  the  department.  This  interrogatory  was  be- 
hcved  by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  as  he  supposed, 
hnproper,  after  the  repeated  decisions  of  the  Senate  last 
session  against  similar  inquiries;  and  it  was  further  thought 
to  be  derogatory  and  unjust  lo  give  publication  and  noto- 
riety to  all  the  charges  on  file  against  five  or  six  hundred 
individuals.  The  proposition  was,  therefore,  amended, 
and  the  causes  of  removal  left  to  be  stated  in  general 
terms,  without  any  personal  application.  This  was  set- 
tled as  a  question  of  power  and  propriety,  and  not  with 
the  least  view,  in  any  body,  of  escaping  from  any  legiti- 
mate inquiry. 

But,  to  show  the  spirit  and  temper  prompting  that  in- 
j^rrogatory,  rather  than  those  opposed  to  it,  after  the 
npse  of  many  days,  and  after  power  was  obtained  to  send 
for  persons  and  papei-s,  in  the  examination  of  another  sub- 
ject, a  question  to  a  witness,  involving  the  same  principle 
»to  the  causes  of  removal,  was  again  renewed;  and  a 
majority  deciding  in  its  favor,  the  minority  were  compel- 
kd  to  acquiesce,  or,  by  this  resolution,  obtain  the  opinion 
M  the  Senate  agiunst  the  inquiry.  Was  not  this  correct 
4nd  parliamentary  on  the  part  of  the  minority?  Ought 
they  first  to  have  asked  leave  of  the  majority  opposed  to 
Jncm>  And  was  it  not  proper  for  tlie  Senate  to  construe 
their  own  reference,  and  even  to  amend  or  discharge  it 
entirely,  if  expedient?  The  reference  was  the  act  of  the 
Senate.  To  the  Senate  the  committee  were  amenable. 
The  Senate  had  their  allegiance;  could  control  all  their 
ijJOTcmcntsj  and  to  their  decision,  whetlier  for  or  against 
jhc  resolution,  he,  for  one,  should  bow  with  all  due  de- 
ference. He  would  sit  and  examine,  early  and  late,  in 
session  and  out  of  session,  if  so  directed. 

Having  thus  offered  the  vindication  of  the  minority  for 
presenting  this  resolution  to  this  body,  the  main,  and  in- 
deed only  proper  question  recurred:  Ought  the  commit- 
tee to  be  limited  or  not  in  their  investigation  of  the  causes 
of  removal  from  office?  He  should  not.now  argue  what 
had  been  so  fully  argued  here  only  at  the  last  session— 
both  the  uselessness  and  inexpediency,  if  not  the  encroach- 
ment on  constitutional  principles,  of  such  an  inquiry  by 
this  body.  He  supposed  that  the  Senate  was  not  now  dis- 
posed to  cross  its  own  path  on  this  subject.  What  would 
t  lead  to  in  the  present  instance,  were  the  committee  to 


go  into  the  causes  of  each  of  the  five  or  six  hundred  cases; 
to  send  for  tlie  person  of  each  removed  officer  to  obtain 
evidence,  and  to  summon  even  third  persons,  without 
number,  for  explanation  and  support  of  either  side?  He 
could  not  see  the  utility,  any  more  than  the  end,  of  such 
an  investigation.  But  there  might,  he  admitted,  be  some 
benefit  in  our  legislation  by  knowing  the  general  causes 
which  influenced  any  department  in  its  removals. 

The  chairman  waa  in  error  in  supposing  tiiat  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Executive  Patronage, 
who  had  made  the  report  referred  to  by  that  honorable 
Senator.  He  was  a  member  of  a  subsequent  committee 
on  tliat  subject,  and  approved  most  of  the  principles  in 
the  report  of  the  first  one;  and,  therefore,  would  regulate, 
at  all  times,  when  practicable,  the  influence  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  or  any  otlier  Department,  by  additional 
laws,  where  laws  could  reach  the  evil,  and  where  he  had 
ascertained  that  the  general  grounds  of  removals,  or  of 
otlier  proceedings  in  the  department,  were  such  as  to  in- 
jure or  to  endanger  the  public  interests.  Hence,  he  had 
not  objected  now  to  ask  the  general  grounds  of  removal 
in  that  department,  or  to  investigate,  to  the  fullest  extent, 
its  fiscal  operations.  These  operations  were  conceded  to 
have  been  the  chief  object  of  the  original  reference.  It 
was  with  a  view  to  them  that  the  power  to^  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers  had  been  voted  for  by  him:  but  now, 
when  that  power  was  attempted  to-  be  turned  to  a  differ- 
ent, and,  as  he  believed,  improper  inquiry,  it  was  high 
time,  in  his  opinion,  to  ask  the  direction  of  Uie  Senate. 

He  regretted  that  the  member  from  Delaware  had 
deemed  it  relevant,  on  the  resolution  now  under  consider- 
ation, to  discuss  at  all  the  comparative  condition  of  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  that  department,  under  its  present  and 
under  its  former  administration.  He  stood  not  here  as 
the  mere  apologist  or  eulogist  of  any  man.  But  the  course 
of  the  honorable  chairman  demanded  a  brief  reply;  and 
without  any  invidious  contrast  between  the  heads  of  that 
department,  at  different  periods,  he  would  endeavor  to 
satisfy  the  Senate,  in  a  very  few  words,  tliat  the  minority 
of  the  committee  had  shown  no  unwillingness  to  probe  to 
the  quick  the  pecuniar}'  affairs  of  the  department  at  any 
period  of  time,  and  that,  so  far  as  these  affairs  were  accu- 
rately known,  their  present  condition  was  highW  credit- 
able to  the  great  public  objects  of  the  creation  of  the  de- 
partment, and  to  its  general  fiscal  administration  for  the 
last  two  years. 

The  first  eight  interrogatories  proposed*  to  the  depart- 
ment by  the  chairman,  in  the  committee,  so  far  as  they  re- 
lated to  its  funds,  had  been  adopted  without  a  dissenting 
vote.  The  extraordinary  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  with  a  view  to  tlie  same  object,  had  Jilso  been  ask- 
ed for,  without  opposition,  in  the  committee.  The  mino- 
rity had  been  as  anxious  as  the  majority  to  obtain  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  And  when  a 
call  on  subordinate  clerks  had  been  proposed,  it  had  been 
merely  changed  into  one  to  the  heatl  of  the  department, 
as  more  decorous  in  the  first  instance,  and  as  the  only  pro- 
per call  until  the  head  should  decline  or  neglect  to  answer. 
No  such  neglect  had  yet  occurred.  Calls  made  at  the 
last  session,  involving  an  unprecedented  degree  of  labor, 
had  precedence,  and  had  put  in  requisition  all  the  force 
of  the  department  which  coukl  be  spared  from  its  current 
business;  calls,  ocie  of  which,  alone,  he  had  no  doubt, 
from  its  character,  w^kl  present  an  answer  filling,  if 
printed,  a  thick  octavo  volume.  He  had  so  advertised  the 
committee,  when  some  of  their  own  troublesome  interro- 
gatories had  been  propounded;  and  it  would  be  oppres- 
sive to  ask  of  the  department  to  make  brick  without  straw. 
The  minority,  therefore,  to  avoid  delay,  had  expressed  a 
willingness  and  wish  to  examine  the  books  of  the  depart- 
ment without  so  much  copying,  and  had  stood  ready  at  all 
times  to  proceed,  and  make  the  appropriate  examination. 
The  Senate  would  thus  judge  how  far  any  imputation  was 
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deserved  by  any  of  the  committee,  of  a  desire  to  shut  out 
light,  or  to  check  or  delay  suitable  inquiries  in  relation  to 
the  funds  of  the  department. 

One  word  as  to  the  comparative  state  of  these  flinds. 
The  chairman,  (how  impartially  the  Senate  must  decide,) 
beg^n  by  saying,  that  if  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
department,  and  the  repairs  of  its  buildings,  were  charged 
to  it,  it  would  be  found  much  in  arrear,  if  not  insolvent. 
But  is  it  pretended  that  those  salaries  and  repairs  have 
ever  been  charged  to  it  under  former  administrations? 
Again,  it  was  alleged  that  the  expenditures  now  exceeded 
the  receipts,  and  that  some  of  its  operations,  without  re- 
lief from  Congress,  would  become  entirely  palsied.  But 
he  contended  that,  on  an  examination  of  dates  and  figures, 
and  considering  the  effect  of  our  own  new  laws  on  the  fis- 
cal concerns  of  the  department,  it  was  at  thu  moment 
more  effectually  answering  the  object  of  public  accommo- 
dation in  the  rapid  and  safe  transportation  of  the  mail,  than 
at  any  former  period  of  the  Government;  and  that  so  far 
from  needing  appropriations  from  Congress  to  prevent  its 
bankruptcy,  it  only  asked  the  forbearance  of  Congress  on 
its  new,  numerous,  and  burdensome  routes. 

How  stood  the  facts?  In  May,  1828,  you  passed  a  law 
establishing  from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fif^y 
new  post  routes.  Here  they  were:  and  any  gentleman 
who  chose  to  read  those  in  his  own  section  of  country, 
would  be  satisfied,  as  he  would  from  the  nature  and  his- 
tory of  tlie  establishment,  that  many  of  those  new  routes 
were  not  only  expensive  in  tlie  first  instance,  but  exceed- 
ingly burdensome  afterwards,  by  the  income  falling  short 
of  the  annual  cash. 

What  was  the  consequence?  In  the  year  ending  July, 
1828,  while  few  or  none  of  the  new  routes  had  been  put 
into  operation,  and  while  the  department  was  entirely  in 
other  hands,  the  balance  against  the  department  was 
25,000  dollars.  He  should  use  round  numbers.  Htt  had 
no  doubt  that  this  deficit  happened,  not  from  any  miscon- 
duct in  the  then  head  of  the  department,  but  fi*om  the 
same  kind  of  causes  which  had  properly  operated  since — 
a  desire  to  extend  the  accommodations  of  the  mail  to  the 
utmost  extent  the  finances  of  the  department  would  admit. 

In  the  year  ending  Jnly,  1829,  only  two  or  three  months 
of  which  were  under  the  administration  of  the  present 
head,  the  balance  increased  to  74,000  dollars.  Many  of 
the  new  routes  had,  doubtless,  in  the  mean  time,  been  put 
into  operation  at  a  large  expense,  and  not,  it  is  presumed, 
though  then,  as  well  as  now,  open  to  the  imputation  of 
happening  from  profligacy  and  fraud. 

In  the  year  ending  July,  1830,  the  balance  was  82,000 
dollars.  How?  By  corruption  and  extravagance?  No,  sir. 
This  balance  was  created  by  expenditures  under  the  last, 
and  under  former  laws,  which  the  public  interests  demand- 
ed, and  which  can  be  seen  in  detail  in  our  own  documents 
of  the  present  session.  By  these,  it  appears  that,  in  the 
last  year,  still  more  new  routes  had  been  put  into  opera- 
tion, or  old  ones  extended,  so  as  to  carry  the  mail  on  horse- 
back thirty-one  thousand  miles  further  than  at  any  former 
period.  Routes  had  also  been  extended,  expedited,  and 
improved,  for  the  safety  of  the  mail,  so  that  it  was  con- 
veyed in  carriages  one  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand 
miles  more  than  in  any  former  year.  Yet  the  chairman 
talked  as  if  nothing  short  of  the  grossest  corruption  and 
waste  had  produced  an  increased  expenditure. 

But  look  a  step  further.  If  this  imputed  waste  and  cor- 
ruption actually  existed, .  not  only  would  the  mail  not  be 
transported  in  such  increased  distances,  and  in  such  im- 
proved ways,  but  the  whole  amount  of  income  would  be 
stationary  or  diminished;  whereas,  in  truth,  the  receipts 
of  the  depai'tment  exceeded  the  last  year  what  they  were 
in  1828,  the  last  full  vear  of  the  past  administration,  near- 
ly 3O0,C00  dollars. 

Had  the  funds  been  squandered,  then, to  the  winds  and 
waves,  or  faithfully  collected?     Hud  the  increased  expen- 


ditures been  made  on  the  same  labor  performed,  or  on  the 
increased  and  improved  transportation  of  the  mail  for  so 
many  thousand  miles  further. 

Look  to  your  documents  also  for  an  answer  to  the  cliarg-e 
that  the  department  is  bankrupt,  and  that  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress is  invoked  and  is  necessary  to  avert  impending'  ruin. 
Did  the  Postmaster  General  say  this?  No,  sir.  So  far 
from  all  that,  the  debts  in  arrear  due  to  the  Post  Office, 
meet  thus  far  more  than  all  the  annual  balances  against  it^ 
and  the  Postmaster  General  had  officially  informed  us, 
since  the  commencement  of  this  very  session,  tliat,  as  the 
contracts  for  the  next  four  years  had  been  renewed,  and 
in  a  way  to  save  the  department,  annually,  over  72,000 
dollars,  and  as  the  increase  of  postage  is  progrcs&ivc, 
there  is  **  a  foundation  for  the  belief  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed, that  the  current  revenue  of  the  department  for  the 
succeeding  year,  will  be  sufficient  for  its  disbursements.*' 

He  impugned  the  motives  of  no  gentleman  who  differed 
from  him  in  opinion,  either  here  or  in  the  committee.  Dif- 
ferences of  opinion  would  honestly  occur  both  in  private 
and  public  life.  But  the  Senate  would  now  enjoy  :*n  op- 
portunity to  decide  whether  the  course  pursued  by  his 
friends  and  himself  in  the  committee  had  been  such  as  the 
courtesy  due  to  official  intercourse  with  the  depai-tmcnt 
required,  and  such  as  the  true  interests  of  the  Governnicnt 
justified. 

In  fine,  they  would  sec  whether  any  thing  thus  far  bad 
been  developed  in  the  condition  of  tlic  General  Post  Office, 
so  alarming,  so  very  terrifying,  as  some  gentlemen  desired 
them  to  believe. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  if  he  were  to  consult  his  own  iodU 
vidual  wishes,  he  should  vote  for  this  resolution.  It:*  ob- 
ject was  to  limit  the  incjuiry  directed  by  the  Senate.  The 
committee  were  to  inquire  into  •*  the  entire  management'* 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to  this  end  they  were 
empowered  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  resolu- 
tion under  consideration  proposed  to  prohibit  the  coTiinili- 
tee  to  ask  a  witness  why  he  was  removed  from  office  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  Now,  said  Mr.  U.,  as  I  deem 
such  an  inquiry  essential  to  the  performance  of  the  duty 
assigned  me,  the  Senate,  I  know,  would  not,  if  tbey  could, 
compel  me  to  perform  a  duty  in  a  manner  which  I  con- 
scientiously believe  to  be  wrong.  If,  therefore,  they 
should  think  proper  to  pass  tliis  resolution,  I  should  usk  to 
be  excused  from  further  service  on  the  committee;  the  Se- 
nate would  of  course  excuse  me;  and  I  should  be  thereby 
relieved  from  this  troublesome  business.  But  were  I  the 
particular,  personal,  and  political  friend  of  the  Postmastvr 
General,  1  should  vote  against  this  resolution.  So  far  front 
being  afraid  of  inquiring  into  the  official  conduct  of  my 
friend,  I  would  court  the  strictest  scrutiny,  hot  llic  \,  ii- 
nesscs  be  partial  or  impartial,  an  honest  and  faithful  offi- 
cer can  never  suffer  by  inquiry.  Let  him  submit  to  the 
severest  ordeal,  let  every  thing  be  subjected  to  the  strict- 
est examination,  and  if  he  cannot  stund,  let  him  fall.  These 
are  no  new  doctrines  with  me— thty  liave  been  the  max- 
ims of  my  whole  political  life.  In  a  Government  like  ours, 
those  who  receive  and  disburse  your  public  moneys,  should 
be  watched  witli  a  vigilant,  and  even  a  jealous  eye.  Ilcr« 
is  the  commission  under  which  we  are  acting: 

'*  Besolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
apd  report  the  present  condition  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment; in  what  manner  the  laws  regulating  tlie  depart- 
ment are  administered;  the  distribution  of  labor,  the  nuni* 
ber  and  the  duties  assigned  to  each;  the  number  of  a^ent^ 
where  and  how  employed;  the  compensation  of  contract- 
ors; and,  Bfencrally,  the  entire  management  of  the  depart- 
ment; and  whether  further  and  what  le^l  provisions  be 
necessary  to  secure  the  proper  administration  of  its  aff-ur  ».** 

In  proceeding  under  this  broad  commission,  it  became 
necessary  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers^ 
and  the  committee  unanimously  agreed  to  ask  for  this  au* 
thorit)',  and  the  Senate  as  unanimously  granted   it.      l^lic 
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committee  had  sent  several  interrogatories  to  the  Postmas- 
ter General*  of  which  this  was  one:  "What  Postmasters 
have  been  removed  since  you  came  into  office,  and  for 
what  causes?  Please  give  the  names  and  place  of  resi- 
dence wiien  removed,  with  the  time  and  causes  of  their 
removal — classifying  the  causes  for  brevity's  sake."  This 
interrogatory  was  put  by  me,  but  not  in  its  present  shape. 
My  inquiry  was  into  the  causes  of  removal  of  each;  but 
the  friends  of  the  Postmaster  Genei'al  insisted  upona  clas- 
sfication,  which,  whatever  the  .intent,  does  in  effect  leave 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  evade  the 
whole  inquiry.  Now,  in  this  state  of  the  case,  and  while 
tills  inquiry,  thus  modified,  is  before  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, Mr.  Bradley,  a  former  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
Is  summoned  before  the  committee.  The  first  question 
put  by  Mr.  Holmes  was  this:  •*  How  long  were  you  As- 
sis^nt  Postmaster  General,  and  what  were  the  duties  as* 
signed  you  in  the  department?"  This  question  was  ob- 
jected to,  unless  the  interrogator  would  first  state  to  what 
examination  it  was  intended  to  lead.  The  answer  of  course 
vas  that  no  such  explanation  would  be  given;  none  was 
necessary;  for  the  interrogatory  carried  the  intent  upon 
the  face  of  it.  Even  this  mere  preliminary  question  was 
seriously  opposed  in  committee,  and  was  at  last  permitted 
to  be  put  to  the  witness  by  a  majority  of  one  only.  Messrs. 
Clayton,  Holmes,  and  Hendricks,  in  the  affirmative;  Messrs. 
Gmndy  and  Woodbury  in  the  negative.  The  next  ques- 
tion, and  which  is  the  foundation  of  this  extraordinary  re- 
solution, was  this:  *•  Were  you  removed  from  office;  when; 
and,  if  you  know,  for  what  cause  or  causes?"  During  the 
discussion  whether  this  question  should  be  put,  a  motion 
vas  made  by  Mr.  Hendricks  to  adjourn,  and  catricd. 
Messrs.  Grundy,  Woodbury,  and  Hendricks  in  the  affir- 
nutive;  Messrs.  Clayton  and  Holmes  in  the  negative.  In 
this  predicament  were  we,  (an  inauiry  of  the  Postmaster 
General  into  his  causes  of  removal,  a  question  to  the  late 
Asbistant  Postmaster  General  why  he  was  removed,  then 
pending,)  and  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  without  con- 
sulting the  rest  of  the  committee,  asks  tlie  Senate  to  stop 
the  inquiiy — to  forbid  us  to  ask  the  question!  Were  the 
Senators  irom  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  serious  in 
their  endeavors  to  obtain  the  causes  of  removal,  when  they 
united  in  inquiring  of  the  Postmaster  General  himself,  and 
do  tliey  object  to  an  inquiry  of  the  witness?  None  but  the 
j*emoving  and  removed  are  presumed  to  know  the  causes. 
You  arc  forbidden  to  ask  the  officer  removed,  and  are  11m- 
V.i.\\  therefore  to  a  general  inquiry  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral himself,  the  very  officer  \vhose  conduct  is  tlie  subject 
of  investigation.  This  is  a  very  easy  way  to  let  off  a  de- 
linquent— he  is  not  only  a  witness,  but  is  the  only  witness 
in  his  own  case.  And  we  must  not  be  too  particular  in 
our  inquiries  even  of  him.  He  is  to  classify,  "for  brevi- 
ty's sa*ce."  If  he  chooses  to  smother  the  design,  let  him 
resort  to  generalization.  And  why  are  his  friends  so  sen- 
sitive? If  your  officer  is  innocent,  he  can  very  safely  an- 
swer any  interrogatory,  however  particular.  He  is  in  no 
danger  from  any  witness,  however  strong  his  prejudices. 
An  honest  and  faithful  officer  should  never  have  cause  to 
fear  investigation.  Ours  is  a  Government  based  entirely 
on  responsibility,  where  the  acts  of  every  agent  should  be 
open  to  public  inspection.  All  secrets  are  grounds  of  sus- 
picion and  Jealousy,  and  especially  when  claimed  by  a  sub- 
ordinate oracer. 

The  two  questions  which  were  put  to  Mr.  Bradley/ 
were  manifestly  preliminary.  They,  on  tlic  one  hand, 
went  to  show  the  extent  of  his  means  of  knowing  the  state 
oftlie  department.  He  had  held  the  office  thirty  years, 
and  nearly  the  whole  time  had  managed  its  fiscal  concerns. 
Had  he  been  removed  by  the  present  Pcfstmaster  General, 
ar.d  if  so,  for  what  cause?  This,  on  the  otlier,  would 
s-how  how  far  he  might  be  prejudiced — presenting  at  once 
his  knowledge  and  his  bias.  Who  could  have  apprehend- 
ed any  danger  from  such  questions?    No  friend 'of  an  in- 
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nocent  man  could  have  objected  to  the  inquiry;  and  had 
an  opposer  of  this  administration  done  so,  it  would  have 
been  complained  of  as  evidence  of  hostility. 

But  my  principal  object  was,  I  admit,  ulterior.  It  was 
to  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  unprecedented  number  of 
removals  in  this  department.  This,  I  know,  is  a  tender 
subj(>ct.  Neither  the  minions  of  power,  nor  the  slaves  of 
ambition,  like  very  well  to  give  reasons.  Let  motives  be 
divulged,  and  tyranny  would  soon  be  banished  the  land. 
The  post  office,  and  the  press,  whea  free  and  unadulte- 
rated, are  the  efficient  engines  to  demolish  tyranny.  To 
corrupt  these,  is  the  prime  object  of  every  aspirant  to  ab- 
solute power.  Put  into  the  hands  of  talents,  combined 
with  ambition,  the  press,  the  post  office,  and  the  purse, 
and  you  may  talk  oi  liberty — ^}'ou  may  retain  the  shadow, 
but  you  will  have  lost  the  substance. 

Thus  far  the  committee  have  "made  haste  slowly." 
We  have  scarcely  entered  upon  the  threshold  of  inquiry, 
and  no\V  this  resolution  is  offered,  without  the  least  notice 
to  the  committee — the  object  of  which  is  to  arrest  the 
whole  proceeding. 

I  shall  not  forejudge  the  case.  I  do.not  say  that  the 
Postmaster  General  has  done  right  or  wrong.  This  Se- 
nate has  directed  its  committee  to  inquire,  and  has  given 
it  ample  powers,  and  I,  as  one,  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to 
disobey.  There  is  certainly  a  diminution  of  the  funds  of 
the  department,  indicating  that  it  is  insolvent,  or  verging 
to  insolvency;  and  the  Postmaster  General  has  officially  in- 
formed us,  that,  from  the  4th  March,  1829,  to  the  2d  March, 
1830,  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  post  officers  had  been 
removed,  not  including  those  in  the  department,  or  in  the 
post  office  of  this  city. 

This  administration  owes  its  existence  to  its  professions 
of  economy.  The  advocates  of  General  Jackson  told  the 
people,  what  they  were  ouite  willing  and  very  ready  to 
believe,  that  the  funds  haa  been  squandered,  and  that  Ge- 
neral Jackson  was  the  very  man  to  correct  the  abuses.  It 
has  been  boldly  asserted  in  this  Senate,  and  ex>ne  out  to 
the  American  people,  that  all  this  is  a  miseraole  pretext, 
and  the  whole  affair  is  a  mere  system  of  *•  rewards  and 
punishments."  It  appears,  too,  that  more  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  post  office  than  in  any  other  depart- 
ment, and  that  this  seems  most  in  embarrassment  Things 
thus  appearing,  it  is  most  extraordinarily  proposed  to  sti- 
fle the  inquiry  which  the  Senate  unanimously  directed. 
We  have  heard  much  of  **  bargain  and  corruption,"  as 
well  as  of  *•  economy."  It  may  turn  out  that  all  this  "  bar- 
^in  and  corruption"  has  occurred  under  this  administra- 
tion. If  any  or  it  was  employed  in  establishing  the  former, 
it  has  not  been  yet  discovered.  It  was  the  general  cry 
during  the  last  canvass;  and  if  any  proofs  can  be  adducecl, 
they  may  be  elicited  by  this  inquiry. 

The  number  and  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  depart- 
ment could  not  have  been  extravagant,  unless  we  are  de- 
ceived by  appearances.  We  find  tlie  number  has  been 
greatly  increased,  and  there  is  a  petition  now  pending 
before  us  for  additional  pay.  Though  this  does  not,  to  be 
sure,  look  much  like  "  retrenchment  and  reform,"  still  it 
is  possible  that  these  additional  expenditures  may  become 
necessary,  from  the  increased  duties  of  the  department. 
But  I  should  think  that  to  displace  experience,  and  sub- 
stitute inexperience,  would  sufficiently  account  for  it.  It 
is  impossible,  iryou  remove  the  most  experienced  and  faith- 
ful officers  in  a  department  so  complex  and  ramified,  that 
the  business  can  be  done  so  expeditiously  or  correctly.  It 
is  impossible  that  the  men  the  most  intelligent,  practical, 
and  &ithfu1,  can  perform  duties  so  well  as  those  who  have 
been  trained  and  disciplined  by  long  practice. 

It  is  possible,  thougli  I  cannot  admit  that  it  is  probable, 
that  all  these  six  or  seven  hundred  removals  were  for  good 
cause.  The  late  Postmaster  General  was  a  faithful  and 
vigilant  officbr  and  a  rigid  disciplinarian.  It  would  seem, 
at  a  fir^t  glance,  that  he  could  not  have  overlooked  all 
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these  unworthy  men,  or  that,  if  he  knew  them,  he  would 
have  permitted  them  to  remain.  The  friends  of  the  pre- 
sent incumbent  profess  to  respect  the  character  and  iperits 
of  the  late  Postmaster  General,  and  we  hope  they  are  an- 
cere;  but  surely  it  is  a  poor  compliment  to  his  talents  or 
integ^ty  to  impute  to  him  the  employment  of  such  a  regi- 
ment of  bad  officers,  either  from  ignorance  or  dengn .  Sir, 
it  is  my  prima  fade  opinion,  that  scarcely  one  in  a  hundred 
has  been  removed  for  sufficient  cause;  but  still,  if,  upon 
inquiry,  it  should  be  otherwise,  I  will  be  the  first  to  re- 
tract, and  exonerate  the  Postmaster  General  from  all  pro- 
scription. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gbukdt]  thinks  it  a 
drudgery,*  a  small  business,  to  make  this  inquiry.  He 
surely  cannot  mean  this  as  a  reflection  upon  the  Senate 
for  directing  it.  If  the  Postmaster  General  shall  have  pros- 
tituted his  office  for  purposes  of  proscription,  and  shall 
have  descended  to  an  inquiry  into  the  party  preferences 
of  every  obscure  deputy  in  the  United  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fixing  the  seal  of  reprobation  upon  every  one  who 
would  not  sacrifice  to  this  modern  Moloch,  is  it  humiliat- 
ing to  follow  him,  and  expose  him  in  his  degrading  occu- 
pation? No,  sir;  if  an  officer  will  descend  to  petty,  con- 
temptible persecutions,  low  as  the  business  is,  it  is  proper 
to  ferret  him  out. 

I  cast  no  imputation  upon  the  members  of  the  committee 
who  think  differently.  Tliey  probably  believe  themselves 
to  be  right,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  we  are  right;  and 
thus  the  account  is  balanced  between  us. 

For  myself,  I  cannot  indulge  a  doubt  that  this  inquiry 
is  not  only  legitimate,  but  necessary,  and  demanded  by  the 
American  people. 

Since  the  committee  was  appointed,  not  only  have  the 
public  papers,  but  private  letters  from  respectable  indivi- 
duals, urged  on  the  inquiry.  And  Just  as  we  arc  com- 
mencing it  with  adequate  power  and  authority,  the  whole 
is  to  be  suppressed! 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  a  highly  respectable 
Virginian  to  one  of  its  Senators  here,  making  high  charges 
of  corruption  and  fraud  in  mail  contracts,  and  naming  the 
witnesses  to  be  called  to  prove  tliem.  It  was  my  opinion, 
and  that  of  the  chairman,  that  the  witnesses  should  be 
immediately  summoned  to  testify.  But  a  majority  thought 
that  we  ought  first  to  seek  for  evidence  at  the  department; 
thus  expecting  that,  if  any  thing  was  wrong,  the  Postmas- 
ter General  would  furnish  the  necessary  evidence  to  con- 
vict himself.  Now,  if  it  be  proper  to  mquire  at  all,  why 
proceed  in  this  circuitous  way?  When  a  respectable  citi- 
zen alleges  fraud,  or  that  he  believes  it,  and  names  the 
witnesses  by  whom  he  would  prove  it,  why  not  send  for 
them,  when  our  powers  arc  so  ample?  It  seems  to  mc 
that  so  cautious  a  procedure  as  this  is  to  induce  a  prema- 
ture suspicion  of  error  or  guilt. 

The  Postmaster  General  is  in  no  danger  of  injustice  by 
the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  removal.  If  a  man  is  re- 
moved  for  good  cause,  he  would  not  be  very  forward  to 
complain  or  to  testify,  when  he  would  know  that  thereby 
his  own  demerits  would  be  made  manifest.  If  these  re- 
movals have  been  made  as  a  punishment  for  the  exercise 
of  the  freedom  of  opinion,  a  remedy  sliould  be  promptly 
provided.  Sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  never 
tamely  suffer  a  department  of  such  power  and  influence 
to  become  an  engine  which  may  one  day  batter  down  tlieir 
liberties.  Sir,  the  suppression  of  inquiry  is  among  the 
new  fashions  introduced  by  this  administration.  Inquiry, 
hitherto,  has  been  tdways  popular;  so  much  so,  that  a 
member  woidd  scarcely  hazard  bis  reputation  in  opposing 
it.  No  apprehension  that  we  might  meet  with  impeacha- 
ble ^matter  could  deter  us.  Indeed,  such  an  argument 
would  have  been  ridiculed.  The  Select  Committee  of  the 
Senate  of  1826,  on  the  subiect  of  Executive  patronage, 
were  not  so  timid  lest  they  should  compromit  their  impar- 
tiality. -  They  inquired  into  facts,  as  the  foundation  of  le- 


gislation; and  although  we  found  no  instances  yrherc  the 
power  of  removal  had  been  abused,  we  deemed  it  safe  to 
regulate  and  restrain  it.  The  mischief  which  might  befal 
us  from  Executive  influence,  by  means  of  the  post  office 
and  the  press,  were  foretold  m  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
That  report  was  drawn  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Bairroir,]  and  the  fiicts  embodied  there  are  good 
proof  that  the  committee  were  not  then  over  scrupulous 
in  their  inquiry.  The  slavish  doctrines  of  the  present  dsij 
would  not  now  tolerate  a  report  couched  in  such  language, 
and  breathing  such  a  spirit.     The  committee  proceed: 

••The  whole  of  this  great  power  will  centre  in  the  Pre- 
sident. The  King  of  England  is  the  •fountain  of  honor;' 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  the  source  of  patron- 
age. He  presides  over  i\\t  entire  8>'stera  of  federal  ap- 
pointments, jobs,  and  contracts.  He  has  *  power*  over  the 
•  support*  of  the  individuals  who  administer  the  aj'stero. 
He  maked  and  unmakes  them.  He  chooses  from  the  circle 
of  his  friends  and  supporters,  and  may  dismiss  them,  and, 
upon  all  the  principles  of  human  action,  will  dismiss  them, 
as  often  as  they  disappoint  his  expectations.  His  spirit  will 
animate  their  actions  in  all  the  elections  to  State  and  Fede- 
ral offices.  There  may  be  exceptions,  but  the  truth  of  a 
general  rule  is  proved  by  the  exception.  The  intended 
check  and  control  of  the  Senate,  without  new  constitutional 
or  statutory  provisions,  will  cease  to  operate.  Patronage 
will  penetrate  this  body,  subdue  its  capacity  of  resistance, 
chain  it  to  the  car  of  power,  and  enable  the  Preadcnr  to 
rule  as  easily,  and  much  more  securely,  with  than  without 
the  nominal  check  of  the  Senate.  If  the  President  was 
himself  the  officer  of  the  people,  elected  by  them,  and  re- 
sponsible to  tliem,  there  would  be  less  danger  from  this 
concentration  of  all  power  in  his  hands;  but  it  is  the  buia- 
ness  of  statesmen  to  act  upon  things  as  they  are,  and  not 
as  they  would  wish  them  to  ba.  We  must  then  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  the  public  revenue  will  be  doubled; 
when  the  civil  and  military  officers  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment will  be  quadrupled;  when  its  influence  over  indi- 
viduals will  be  multi])lied  to  an  indefinite  extent;  when  the 
nomination  by  the  President  can  carry  any  man  tlirough 
the  Senate,  and  his  recommendation  can  carry  any  mea- 
sure througli  the  two  Houses  of  Congress;  when  the  prin- 
ciple of  pubhc  action  will  be  open  and  avowed — the  Pre- 
sident wants  my  vote,  and  I  want  his  patron.ige;  I  will  vote 
as  he  wishes,  and  he  will  give  me  the  office  I  wish  for. 
What  will  this  be  but  the  government  of  one  man'  and 
what  is  the  government  of  one  man  but  a  roonarch\  * 
Names  are  nothing.  The  nature  of  a  thing  is  in  its  sub- 
stance, and  the  name  of  a  thing  soon  accommodates  itsc  If 
to  tlie  substance.  The  first  Roman  Emperor  was  st\lcd 
Emperor  of  the  Republic,  and  the  last  French  Emperor 
took  tlie  same  title;  and  their  respective  countries  were 
just  as  essentially  monarchical  before  as  after  the  assiiu  p- 
tion  of  these  titles.  It  cannot  be  denied  or  dissembled  but 
that  this  Federal  Government  gravitates  to  the  sao»e  point, 
and  that  the  election  of  the  Executive  by  the  Lcgistlatuic 

quickens  the  pulsation.** 

"•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•*Tlie  committee  must,  then,  take  things  as  thty  are. 
Not  being  able  to  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  lice,  ilu y 
must  go  to  pruning  among  the  limbs  and  branches.  Not 
being  able  to  reform  the  constitution  in  the  election  of  Pre- 
sident, they  must  go  to  work  upon  his  powers,  and  trim 
down  these  by  statutory  enactments,  wherever  it  can  be 
done  by  law,  and  with  a  just  reg:\rd  16  the  proper  efficiency 
of  the  Government.  For  tins  purpose,  they  have  reported 
the  six  bills  which  have  been  enumerated.  They  do  not 
pretend  to  have  exhausted  the  subject,  but  only  to  have 
seized  a  few  of  its  prominent  points.  They  have  only 
touched  in  four  places  the  vast  and  pervading  system  of 
Federal  Executive  patronage — the  press,  the  post  office, 
the  armed  force,  and  the  appointing  power.  They  are 
few  compared  to  the  whole  number  of  points  which  the 
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system  presents,  but  they  iire  points  vital  to  the  liberties 
of  the  country.  The  press  is  put  foremost,  because  it  is 
the  moving^  power  of  human  action;  the  post  office  is  the 
handmaid  of  the  press;  t\\e  armed  force  its  executor;  and 
the  appointing  power  the  directl^ss  of  the  whole.  If  the 
appointing  power  was  itself  an  emanation  of  tlie  popular 
will,  if  the  President  was  himself  the  officer  and  the  organ 
of  the  people,  there  would  be  less  danger  in  leaving  to  his 
will  the  sole  direction  of  all  these  arbiters  of  human  fate. 
But  things  must  be  taken  as  they  are;  statesmen  must  act 
for  the  country  they  live  in,  and  not  f^r  the  island  of  Uto- 
pia.; they  most  act  upon  the  state  of  fkcts  in  that  country, 
and  not  upon  the  visions  of  fancy.  In  the  country  for 
which  the  committee  act,  the  press,  with  some  exceptions, 
the  post  office,  the  armed  force,  and  the  appointing  power, 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  and  the  President  him- 
self is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  people.  The  President 
may,  and,  in  the  current  of  human  affain,  will,  be  against 
the  people;  and,  in  his  hands,  the  arbiters  of  human  fate 
must  be  agsunst  them  also.  This  will  not  do.  The  possi- 
bility of  it  must  be  avoided.  The  safety  of  the  people  is 
the  'supreme  law;'  and,  to  ensure  that  safety,  these  arbi- 
ters of  human  fate  must  change  position,  and  take  post  on 
the  side  of  the  people." 

Sir,  you  can  never  legislate  correctly  without  inquiring 
into  the  necessity.  You  should  search  deep,  and  ascertain 
the  length,  breadth,  depth,  and  height  of  the  mischief  to 
be  remedied.  Both  Houses  of  Parliament,  by  their  com- 
mittees, collect  and  embody  the  evidencd  on  each  subject 
a«  a  foundation  lor  legislation;  and  who  ever  heard  it  ob- 
jected thst  they  might  find  impeachable  matter^ 

The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  1818 
had  no  scruples,  no  delicacy  like  that  here  manifested. 
They  summoned  not  only  the  clerks,  but  the  chiefii  of  the 
departments  themselves.  They  used  "the  incision  knife 
and  the  caustic,"  and  searched  the  wound  to  the  bottom. 
They  did  not  stop  at  a  summons;  but,  when  that  was  dis- 
obeyed,  they  issued  a  et^nas^  and  brought  in  the  witness 
by  force.  No  one  then  complained  ofwant  of  decorum. 
The  Representatives  of  the  people  spoke,  by  their  com* 
mittee,  and  their  voice  was  ooeyed. 

We  do  not  find  another  case  wher«  a  call  of  such  mag- 
nitude was  refused,  and  we  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  to  give  us  a'single  example.  Strange  doctrines,  in- 
deed, which  cover  your  executive  officers  with  such  a 
panoply! 

[Here  Mr.  GRUNDT  requested  Mh  HOLMES  to  sus- 
pend his  remarks  until  to-morrow,  as  he  liad  just  under- 
stood that  there  was  some  executive  business  before  the 
Senate,  which  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to  act  on  to- 
day.] 

Mr.  HOLMES  acquiesced  in  the  sifggestion;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TYLER,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consid;>ration  of  executive  business,  and  spent  half  an  hour 
within  c:losed  doors?  -and  then  adjourned  until  Monday. 

MosrsAT,  FxaavAftT  7. 
POST  OFFICE  CONTRACTS. 

A  report  was  received  l^om  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  giving  a  list  of 
contracts  made  by  that  department,  together  with  the 
nomber  and  compensation  of  clerks  employed  in  that  de- 
partment. 

[The  documents  consisted  of  copies  of  all  contracts 
maide  by  him  or  his  predecessor,  on  which  additional  al- 
lowances had  been  made  for  additional  services;  copies  of 
all  contracts  existing  when  his  immediate  predecesMir  came 
into  oflice,  on  which  similap  allowances  were  made,  and 
copies  of  all  contracts  made  by  his  immediate  predecessor, 
on  which  similar  allowances  had  been  mad<^.  The  letter 
adds,  *'  that  the  labor  required  for  the  investigation  of 
each  case,  on  more  than  seventeen  hundred  routes,  and 


making  the  statements,  besides  preparing  copies  of  about 
fourteen  hundred  contracts,  comprising  together  nearly 
six  thousand  large  folio  pages,  has  required  the  constant 
and  diligent  service  of  several  clerks  for  about  six  months. 
The  current  business  of  the  department  has  been  delayed, 
so  far  as  could  be  done  without  producing  permanent  loss; 
and,  together  with  the  new  arrangements  rendered  ne- 
cessary m  answering  the  several  calulbr  information  from 
the  committee  instituted  by  the  Senate  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, it  has  not  been  practicable,  with  all  the  force 
that  could  be  applied,  to  finish  the  report  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod."] 

Mr.  GRUNDT  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  a  view  to 
a  selection  of  such  parts  as  it  would  be  proper  to  have 
printed.  In  its  present  shape  it  was  too  voluminous  for 
printing.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  TMr.  Btr&irxT]  who 
offered  that  re8orution,calling  for  the  information  contuned 
in  the  report,  belonged  to  that  committee,  and  it  seemed 
proper  that  it  sliould  have  that  reference. 

Mr.  BURNET  said  he  would  not  oppose  the  reference 
su{^sted  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gatrir- 
DT,]  but  he  bad  supposed  the  subject  would  be  referred  to 
the  select  committee  on  the  present  state  of  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

Mr.  ORUNDT  remarked  that  his  object  was  to  refer  the 
subject  to  the  committee  who  had  the  feast  business  before 
it.  To  himself  it  was  totally  immaterial,  as  he  belonged  to 
both  of  the  committees  proposed.  The  standing  Post  Of- 
fice Committee  were  not  overwhelmed  with  business, while 
the  other  was. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  contended  the  report  should  be  sent  to 
the  select  committee,  as  that  committee  were  now  en- 
gaged in  the  investigation  of  tikis  very  subject;  and  he  did 
not  apprehend  that  there  was  any  inquiry  before  the  other 
committee  which  borji  any  relation  to  it  As  for  the  seieis- 
tion  of  the  documents  which  it  would  be  proper  to  have 
prlAtedy  the  seleot  oonMnittee  could  do  it  as  well  as  any 
other.  He  hoped  th^  genHeman  would- withdraw  his  pro- 
position, and  aHbw  the  report  to  go  to  the  select  com- 
miKee. 

Mr.  GRUNDT  said  he  could  not  withdraw  his  motion. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  who  called  for  the  report,  be- 
longed to  the  standing  committee,  and  it  was  proper  he 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  acting  upon  it  Bfsidea,  it 
was  useless  to  disguise  another  fiiet.  The  select  com- 
mittee had  taken  so  wide  a  field  for  its  investigations  that 
the  prospect  of  its  soon  temunating  its  labors  was  but  a 
gloomy  one.  These  committees  met  in  the  same  room, 
and  any  information  possessed  by  one  could  easily  be  com- 
municated to  the  other. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  proposition  to 
refer  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays 
IS. 

NAVY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  BARNARD  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Hesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increaang  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  Masters  Commsndant  in  the  Nav)r 
of  the  United  States;  and,  also,  of  allowing  additional  com- 
pensation to  Lieutenants  when  acting  as  first  Lieutensnts 
of  a  ship  of  the  line,  frigate,  or  sloop  of  war,  according 
to  the  rate  of  the  vessel. 

DUTIES  ON  SUGAR. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  North  Carolma,  introdueed  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  imported  sugar. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.  The  motion  was  rejected^— yeas  16,  nays 
25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSTON,  of  Louisiaiia,  it  was  then 
referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Manu&ctores. 
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DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abrogate  the  duty  on  salt. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

llie  ImII  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claim  of  James  Mon- 
roe, passed  in  the  other  House,  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
laid  on  the  table  untU  to-morrow,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
POIN DEXTER,  who  wisfhed  time  tu  prepare  an  amend- 
ment to  it. 

POST  OFFICE  im'^ESTlGATION. 


The  resolution  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  declaring  that  the 
select  committeCf  appcnnted  to  examine  into  the  present 
condition  of  the  Post  OflUce  Department,  are  not  autho- 
rized to  call  witnesses  who  have  been  removed  before 
them  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tlie  causes  of  their 
removal,  being  again  taken  up — 

Mr.  HOLMES  rose,  and  resumed  the  remarks  whidi 
he  commenced  when  the  subject  was  last  under  consider- 
ation. I  confess,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  since  our  last  adjourn- 
ment, my  surprise  has  been  increased,  rather  than  dimin- 
ishedy  at  the  objection  to  the  inquiry.  What  possible  rea- 
son can  there  be  why  tlie  Senate  should  not  have  an  an- 
swer to  this  question — «  for  what  cause  or  causes  were 
you  removed  from  office?"  It  cannot  arise  from  a  sym- 
pathy for  the  witness.  If  the  answer  would  criminate, 
iiim,  he  has  a  right  to  withhold  it.  Tlie  question  is,  ne- 
vertheless, proper,  whether  he  can  exculpate  or  is  willing 
to  criminate  himself,  or  refuses  to  answer  at  all.  In  every 
judicial  tribunal,  a  question  which  may  possibly,  or  will 
probably,  criminate  tne  witness,  is  always  proper^  but  the 
obligfation  to  answer  is  another  affair.  • 

But  here  the  witness  does  not  object,  but  is  willing  to 
answer.  Every  obstacle  in  re^rd  to  the  witness  is,  there- 
fore, removed.  Why,  then>  is  this  merely  preliminary 
question  to  be  refused  ^ 

Is  the  Postmaster  General  afmid  «f  the  answer?  Mas 
he  been  consulted,  and  does.  Ykt  tliink  it  moat  prudent  to 
object?  If  so,'  there  is  strong  ground  to  suspect  him. 
What  high-minded,  honorable,  and  honest  man  would  fear 
an  answer  to  such  a  question?  Is  he 'afraid  or  asliamed 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  should  know  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  he  acts? 

Is  this  objection  without  his  consent?  If  so,  it  is  sorely 
using  him  unfairly;  and,  if  it  came  from  a  political  foe, 
might  be  just  ground  of  complaint*  But  public  opinion 
wiU,  at  any  rate,  ascribe  this  reluctance  at  inquiry  to  him. 
The  resolution  to  trammel  the  inquiry  comes  from  his  per- 
sonal and  political  friends,  and  it  will  be  beloved  that  it  is 
by  his  consent,  and  at  his  request.  Why,  it  will  be  in- 
quired, do  you  suppress  an  answer  to  such  a  question?  If 
this  officer  removed  does  not,  in  his  answer,  give  the  true 
cause,  cannot  you  ?  Do  you  fear  his  perjury  r  You  have 
the  means  to  answer  and  detect  him.  Do  you  fear  his 
truth?  That  is  just  what  we  want.  A  witness  who  has 
been  Assistant  Postmaster  General  thirty  years,  and  against 
whom  no  official  misconduct  has  been  alleged,  is  not  to  be 
lightly  esteemed.  His  testimony  would  be  believed  quite 
as  soon  as  that  of  the  Postmaster  General  himself. 

I  remember  that  an  officer,  a  friend  of  mine,  of  high 
respectability,  m^as  accused  of  misconduct,  and  the  charges 
were  grave  and  serious.  They  were  made  to  President 
Monroe  at  the  close  of  his  administration,  and  he  Icfl  tliem 
to  his  successor.  I  expressed  to  Mr.  Adams  a  strong  belief 
of  the  innocence  of  my  friend,  and  insisted  that  at  least  he 
oogbt  to  be  heard  in  bis  own  defence.  To  this  request 
in  his  behalf  the  President  assented — a  commission  was 
insjtituted  to  hear  the  parties  and  evidence.  On  my  return 
home,  1  informed  my  friend  that  an  inquiry  was  directed, 
at  my  request,  at  which  he  seemed  dissatisfied,  and  to 
think  it  was  unnecessary.  From  tliat  time  I  began  to  sus- 
pect, and  to  regret  that  I  had  spoken  so  confidently  to  the 


President  of  his  innocence*  A  full  examination  was  had^ 
the  guilt  proved,  arid  the  officer  removed.  I  state  this 
case,  sir,  to  show  that  any  apparent  rekictance  of  the 
Postmaster  General  to  submit  to  this  examination,  or  any 
disposition  to  iimit  or  restrict  it,  will  be  ground  of  suspicion 
against  him  before  the  American  people. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  wc  are  prejudging  a  case  which 
we  may  be  called  to  try  sa  a  high  court  of  impeachment. 
We  answer — our  duties  are  legislative,  executive,   aitd 
judicial;  and  sliall  we  refuse  to  perform  one  class  of  these 
duties,  because  it  may  conflict  with  the  othera?   If  we  are 
never  to  perform  legislation,  lest  by  possibility  we  should 
meet  with  impeachable  matter,  there  are  few  cases  where 
we  can  act  at  all.     In  all  this,  however,  our  coarse  is  m 
very  plain  one.   The  framers  of  the  coiistitution  supposed 
the  cases  of  impeachment  would  rarely  occur,  and  they 
judged  correctly.   It  was  never  expected  or  intended  that 
this  power  should  in  the  least  control  or  restrain  our  le- 
gislative duties.     In  tlie  coui*se  of  inquiry  into  facts  or 
conduct  as  a  basis  of  legislation,  we  are  never  to  anticipate 
high  misdemeanors  or  impeachable  matter;  and  it  is  the 
same  with  our  executive  duties.  Suppose  a  district  judge, 
while  under  impeachment  in  the  other  House,  should  be 
nominated  to  the  Senate  for  a  justice  of  tlie  Supreme  Court, 
must  we  not  inquire  into  his  qualifications,  and  conse- 
quently into  the  ofience  of  which  he  stands  charged?     Or 
are  we  to  tranalaie  him  to  the  Supreme  bench,  without 
noticing  the  fact  tliat  he  stands  charged  with  official  ty- 
ranny or  corruption  by  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation^ 
Sir,  'it  appears  to  me  there  is  in  this  an  afTc^itation  of 
delicacy — a  morbid  sensibility— it  is  altogether  ^new;  the 
Senate  has  never  hesitated  to  inquire  into  official  miscon- 
duct, tlte  better  to  enable  them  to  perform  legislative  or 
executive  duties.     Let  me  instance  a  distinguished  case — 
that  of  the  Seminole  war.     A  committee  of  the  Senate 
was  elected  by  ballot  purposely  to  investigate  the  conduct 
of  General  Xackson  in  that  war.   lliis  investigation  involv- 
ed  U)e  questions  whether  tlie  commander  of  the  army  had 
violated  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  wa^ng 
war  against  a  foreign  Power;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  eould 
be  justified  by  orders  from  the  President  or  Secretary  of 
War.     This  was  looking'  into  impeachable  taatter  w^bich 
might  involve  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  even  the  Presi- 
dent; both,   by  the  constitution,   impeachable    officers. 
The  committee  were  not  restricted  in  that  case,  hiit  they 
did  investigate,  and  made  a  report,  which,  in  explicit  and 
decisive  terms,  censures  the  conduct  of  the  commanding 
gpeneral,  and  tiiis  at  a  time  too  when  the  public  pube  heat 
high  in  his  fiivor. 

But,  sir,  this  objection  proves  too  much.  There  is^ 
scarcely  a  branch  of  the  resolution  of  inquiry  but  is  liable 
to  tlie  same.  The  present  condition  and  entire  manage- 
ment of  this  department  gives  us  a  broad  commission  in- 
deed, and  we  cannot  move  a  single  step  without  being 
exposed  to  meet,  by  possibility,  impeachable  matter.  The 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  is  willing  for  general,  but 
not  for  particular  inquiry  as  a  basis  of  legislation.  M^h.at 
can  he  mean?  What  would  be  general  enough  to  suit  liinn^ 
Is  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  removal  too  •*  particular*" 
How  are  we  t* inquire  into  "the  entire  management  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,"  without  going  into  particu- 
lars.^ What  prudent  man  would  be  satisfied  with  the  con- 
cerns of  his  farm  or  plantation,  without  examining*  the 
detail? 

The'Senator  from  Tennessee  insinuates  strongly  that  the 
question  which  so  much  afflicts  him  and  his  friend,  the  Post- 
master General,  is  ** unbecoming,  and  calculated  to  convey 
false  impressions/'  With  all  due  deference  to  tbat  Sena- 
tor, I  must  take  the  liberty  to  be  my  own  judge  of  ]>ro- 
priety,  subject,  however,  to  the  discipline  which  the  rules 
of  the  Senate  prescribe.  Unbecoming!  Not  suitably  re- 
spectful, I  suppose,  to  the  high  dignitary  to  whom  it  re- 
l»ted!     Unbecoming  to  inquire  of  a  witness,  why  this  dig;- 
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nit&rj  di<^  a  certain  official  act?  And  has  it  come 'to  this 
lo  soon?  Sir,  if  decorum  is  to  be  properly  gpvduated,  let 
this  clerk  of  the  President,  this  new  fledged  head  of  a 
departmenty  always  solicit,  and  with  all  humility,  that  this 
Senate  will^haritably  ezaihine  his  case,  and  hear  his  rea- 
sons or  his  excuses.  Calcufaited  to  conrev  false  impressions! 
How?  Impressions  are  made  every  where  that  these  re- 
morals  are  persecutions.  Are  these  impressions  c(m*ect 
or  false?  If  false,  how  can  an  inquiry  into  the  tnie  cause 
make  them  more  false  than  they  are? 

These  remorals  may  have  been  made  purposely  to  in- 
crease ExecutiYe  power  and  pAtrona^.  If  so,  a  bill  like 
that  of  1826  may  be  reported  to  correct  this  abuse.  If, 
then,  when  no  proscription  in  that  department  had  been 
felt  or  even  suiipected,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  pre- 
vent  even  th6  possibility  of  post  office  patronage,  how 
much  more  is  it  now  necessary  to  interpose,  when  every 
one  opposed  or  even  suspected  is  swept  off  as  with  a 
whirlwind?  Then  no  post  office  patronage  had  been  felt; 
even  jealousy  had  scarcely  imagined  it.  Then  the  Post- 
master CSeneral  had  not  subscribed  to  tbe  proscription  sys^ 
tern.  The  late  Postmaster  General  had  never  deemed  it 
consistent  with  bis  official  duty  to  require  a  political  creed 
as  a  qualification  fot  office.  His  inquiries  were,  **  is  he 
honest,  capable,  and  faithful  to  tbe  constitution  >"  Adams 
or  Jsckaon  were  no  questions  with  him;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  thia  his  Roman  virtue,  he  would  still  have  been 
retained — ^the  managers  had  need  of  his  character  and  in- 
fluence, but  they  were  afraid  of  his  integrity.  Tp  keep 
him,  they  made  his  department  a  constituent  part  of  the 
cabinet,  that  his  acts  may  be  under  its  control.  If  they 
could  get  him  in  their  team,  they  might  use  him  to  their 
purpoae.  But  Mr.  McLean  had  too  much  integrity  and 
independence  of  character  to  become  a  machine  to  execute 
a  system  which  he  abhorred;  he  was  not  proscribed,  but 
laid  on  the  political  shelf.  Removals  from  office  are  to  be 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  for  whose  protection 
and  safety  these  officers  are  established.  If  officers  who 
were  unworthy  sliould  have  been  retarned*  the  trrof 
ihould'  be  corrected;  if  officers  worthy  should  have  been 
displaced  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  others  less 
qualified  or  vicious,  why  should  not  this  mischief  require 
a  remedy  ?  In  the  case  before  us»  it  may  be  that  the  re- 
movals in  the  Post  Office  Department  have  created  the 
cmbarraaBment — that  there  are  embarrassments,  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt 

'  Would  it  not  be  well,  then,  to  inquire  into  the  causes, 
and,  if  these  unprecedented  removals  should  have  been 
the  causes,  to  prescribe  a  remedy? 

It  is  most  certain  that  since  the  present  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral took  charge  of  the  department,  its  movements  have 
been  retrograde. 
The  late  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  McLean, 

states  tliat,  in  1828,  the  funds  were,  -  ^16,394 

That  the  bad  debU  or  unavailable  fimds  were    284,289 


Leavinp  of  available  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
the  department, 332,105 

In'  November*  1829,  Mr.  Barry  has  reduced  — ' 
these  funds  from  1616,394  to    -    .     -         -  541,680 

From  which  he  deducts  the  unavail* 
able  fiinda  reported  by  his  prede- 
cessor,      #284,289 

He  then  deducts  further  bad  debts 
which  he  pretends  to  have  disco- 

vered, 26,541 

^^ 310,830 


Leavmg  a  baUnee  of,     -        •        -      $230,850 

He  then  endeavors  to  give  tiie  cause  of  thia  diminution 

thus:  he  says  Mr.  McLean  reduced  this  fund  $101,256  03 

in  this  wimt:  he  expended  $74^714  15,  and  the  rendue, 

$26,541  8a,  kicompoeed  of  unavailable,  which  Mr.  McLean 


rendered  as  available  funds.  Now,  were  it  true  that  Mr. 
McLean  had  reduced  the  funds  $74,714  15,  and  had  cal- 
culated $26,541  88  as  good,  which  afterwards  turned  out 
to  be  bad,  still  is  it  fair  to  charge  Mr.  McLean  with  an 
expenditure  of  $101,256  03  over  his  income?  But  Mr. 
Barry's  excess  of  expenditure  over  his  income  from  July, 
1829,  to  July,  1830,  is  -  -  -         $82,000 

Add  to  this  the  sum  expended  b^  him  from  April  to 
July,  which  he  has  included  m  the  $74,714  15, 
charged  to  Mr.  McLean's  administration,  32,000 

Add,  moreover,  as  in  the  general  appropriation 
bill,  •  -  .  .  -  60,640 

And  you  will  find  that  in  the  first  five  quarters  of 
Mr.  Barry's  administration,  he  has  expended 
over  and  above  the  income,  -  -  174,640 

This  is  not  all.  Under  the  act  of  May,  1828,  tiiere 
were  established  two  hundred  and  thirty  additional  post 
routes,  at  an  expense,  probably,  of  $40,000.  More  than 
half  of  this  expense  was,  probably,  incurred  by  Mr. 
McLean.  These  routes  went  into  operation  in  January, 
1829,  and  the  profits  of  the  first  quarter  did  not  fall  due 
until  April,  and  were,  consequently,  'not  paid  in  to  Mr. 
McLean,  but  to  Mr.  Barr^.  He  admits,  also,  that  the  in- 
come from  the  office  has  increased  in  the  last  year  about 
$150,000.  Now,  the  appropriation  bill  cf  the  first  year 
of  Mr.  Bury  paid  him  about  $10,000  more  than  it  did  in 
the  last  year  of  Mr.  McLean;  and  with  all  these  fiieilities, 
how  does  it  happen  that  Mr.  Barry  has  consumed,  in  five 
quarters,  $114^000  of  the  Post  Office  funds  over  and  above 
the  income,  received  upwards  of  $10,000  from  the  gene- 
ral appropriation  bill  above  the  former  year,  the  avails  of 
the  %hole  first  quarter  of  the  new  routes  established  in 
May,  1828,  $150,000  of  additional  revenue,  and  yet  that 
the  available  funds,  which,  in  1828,  were  $332,000,  should, 
in  1830,  be  down  to  $146^000?  Should  we  this  year  ap- 
propriate no  more  than  the  $60,640,  (the  appropriation 
of  the  last,)  and  the  draft  upon  the  surplus  fund  should 
be  no  greater  than  for  the  year  1830,  $82,000,  the  expen- 
diture for  1831  would  consume  the  whole  fimount  of -this 
surplus  fund,  and  the  department  will  be  literally  bank- 
rupt. That  is,  for  the  first  time  since  its  establisbment, 
it  will  fail  to  support  itself. 

Now,  this  aspect  of  affairs  may  be  erroneous,  but  I  can 
see  no  error,  tt  presents  at  least  a  subject  of  inquiry. 
We  would  examine  if  these  things  are  so!  and,  if  they 
are,  whether  the  changes  of  the  officers  may  not  have 
produced  tiiis  eifect.  If  Mr.  McLean  had  retained  six 
hundred  bad  officers,  so  bad  that  they  deserved  to  be  re- 
moved even  without  notice,  and  his  successor  bad  substi- 
tuted as  many  faithful  men  in  their  stead,  it  would  seem  a 
little  strange  that  while  the  officers  were  becoming  better, 
the  office  was  g^rowing  worse.  In  the;,  first  aspect  of  this 
affair,  it  would  seem  that  in  these  exchanges  we  had  made 
a  bad  bargain. 

The  late  Postmaster  General  had  never  proscribed— 
and  never  inquired  of  the  party  feelings  of  an  officer  or  a 
candidate.  Yet^  it  is  believed  that,  when  the  present 
Chief  .Magistrate  came  into  office,  a  decided  majority  of 
the  postmasters  were  in  \nh  fiivor,  I  do  not  ascribe  this 
majority  to  any  sinister  conduct  of  the  late  Postmaster 
General;  it  waa  probably  because  it  was  tira  settled 
plan  of  tiw  supporters  of  General  Jackson's  election, 
that  they  took  care,  and  were  on  the  al^rt,  to  recommend 
one  of  his  partisans  to  fill  every  vacant  office,  l^ake  an 
example  in  Maine:  in  the  county  of  York,  my  own  coun- 
ty, tiiere  were  thirtywine  postmasters — Jackson  twenty- 
three,  Adams  eight.  One  woidd  have  supposed  that  the 
proportion  of  twenty-three  to  eight,  in  a  district  that  chose 
an  Adams  elector,  would  have  satisfied  the  most  insatiable 
and  vindictive  persecutor;  especially  a^  the  remaining 
eight  were  offices  so  insignificant,  that  they  were  scarcely 
worth  holding,  and  most  of  them,  probably,  more  trouble 
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than  profit.  But  noi  the  knife  was  applied  even  here: 
three  of  these  have  been  removed,  two  resigned  "  to  save 
the  trouble,"  and  one  remunft;  and  of  tlie  remaining:  two 
I  am  not  certain.  Thus  we  see  in  a  single  congressional 
district,  the  whole  post  office  influence,  with  custom- 
house officers  and  all  others,  broug;ht  to  bear  on  the 
freedom  of  election,  and  then  the  administration  will  boast 
of  success!  An  arm^  of  officers  let  loose  to  dragoon  the 
people,  the  election  is  carried,  and  then  you  stand  upon 
public  opinion.  Now,  this  is  the  very  evil  that  the  inquiry 
IS  intended  to  remedy.  It  is  the  abuse  of  public  opinion; 
it  is  the  morbid  state  of  the  body  politic,  produced  by  this 
deleterious  influence  by  a  subsidized  press  and  a  corrupt 
post  office,' which  we  deprecate. 

In  New  Hampshire  there  are  two  hundred  and  thirty, 
six  postmasters,  and  between  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
and  the  22d  March,  1830,  forty •ftre  had  been  removed; 
and  without  any  notice,  as  I  am  told,  of  the^east  com- 
plaint against  them,  except  they  would  not  obey  your 
god,  nor  worship  the  image  which  ye  have  set  up.  It  is 
reported  to  me,  and  from  a  source  entitled  to  full  credit, 
tliat  a  certain  distinguished  officer  of  the  palace,  upon 
whom  this  Senate  has  nncd  stamped  its  veto,  presented  on 
one  morning  a  proscription  list  containing  twenty-five, 
with  an  order  that  tliey  should  be  removed,  and,  without 
examination  or  scruple,  they  were  all  struck  from  the 
rolls  at  a  single  dash.  Sir,  it  is  said  that  the  chief  of  the 
Cyclops,  Polyphemus,  would  be  satisfied  with  two  full 
grown  Greeks  for  his  supper,  including  flesh,  blood,  and 
bones;  but  your  Postmaster  General  must,  to  satisfy  his 
maw,  devour  twenty-five  Yankees  at  a  breakfast!  Only 
think!  Insatiable!  unconscionable!  Twenty-five  full 
blooded  New  Hampshire  Yankees  at  a  single  meal!  Such 
a  monster  can  scarcely  be  found  even  in  the  regions  of 
fiction;  but  this  is  a  horrid  reality. 

But  every  thing  is  done  now  upon  **high  responsi- 
bility." This  panoply  of  oppression  and  fraud  is  to  shield 
the  subordinate  officers  as  well  as  the  President.  Every 
petty  tyrant  is  to  cover  his  crimes  by  this  aeg^s.  No,  sir, 
the  truth  must  be  that  neither  the  President  nor  his  mi- 
nions can  give  any  good  reason  for  these  corrupt  and  cor- 
rupting measures,  and  tliey,  therefore,  have  to  resort  to 
silence  as  their  only  defence  against  an  indirnant  and  in- 
sulted people.  They  know,  and  every  onenere  knows, 
that  the  removals  have  been  chiefly  made  to  provide  for 
partisans,  and  they  are  ashamed  to'  acknowledge  it.  Sir, 
It  must  be  so;  for  what  rational  man  would  not  even  volun- 
teer his  reasons,  where  hb  motives  were  just  and  honora- 
ble? A  gentleman  was  waked  in  the  night  by  scmie  one 
in  his  cellar  stealing  his  meat;  he  jumped  out  of  bed,  and 
went  and  opened  his  cellar  door.  It  was  all  dark:  he 
listened;  all  was  still  as  death.  **  Who  is  there?"  he  in- 
quired. Noanswe/.  *<  What  are  you  doing  in  my  cel- 
lar?" Not  a  word.  "  Why  don't  you  speak?"  «•  Why, 
faith,  sir,"  replied  the  other,  *<  it  is  because  I  don't  know 
what  to  say."  Now,  these  men  have  got  into  the  people's 
cellar,  and  are  making  dreadful  havoc  with  the  meat,  and 
they  won't  speak,  because  they  don't  know  what  to  say; 
Last  session  we  predicted  that  irresponsibility,  which  is 
the  kgitii^ate  meaning  of  '*  high  responsibility,"  would 
descend  to  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Executive  de- 
partments;- that  espionage  and  proscription  would  be 
punaued  with  a  corrupt  and  cruel  hand;  and,  not  being  a 
subject  of  inquiry,  it  would  be  beyond  the  people's  reach, 
because  it  was  beyond  their  means  of  knowledge.  You 
see,  then,  the  principle  which  this  resolution  involves— 
a  principle  fit  only  for  tyrants — a  rod  fit  only  for  slaves. 
Pass  this  resolution,  and  you  make  proscription  a  legiti- 
mate work.  Pass  this  resolution,  and  it  is  fair  to  infer 
that  each  petty  officer  of  the  President  will  become  a 
partisan  tyrant,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  and  answerable  to  no  human  tribunal. 
When  ambition  is  set  upon  its  purpose,  the  end  is  always 


made  to  sanctify  the  means.  When  Constantinople  was 
taken  by  the  Turks,  Irene,  a  beautiful  Grecian  lady,  of 
an  illustrious  famity,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mahomet  the 
Second,  theA  in  the  prime  of  youth  and  glory.  His  sa- 
vage heart  was  subdued  by  her  charms;  he  made  her  his 
wife,  and  secluded  himself  with  her,  denying  access  even 
to  his  ministers.  The  soldiers,  accustomed  to  activity  and 
plunder,  bVgan  to  murmur,  and  the  infection  soon  spread 
even  ^onong  the  commanders.  The  Pacha  Mustapha  was 
the  first  to  acquaint  his  master  of  stories  told  publicly  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  glory.  The  tyrant,  afber  an  awfiil 
pause,  formed  his  resolution:  he  ordered  Mustapha  to  as- 
semble the  army,  and  then  retired  to  Irene's  apartment. 
**  Never  before,"  says  the  historian,  '*did  that  princess 
appear  so  charming;  never  before  was  the  prince  so  ap- 
parently kind  and  affectionate."  He  ordered  her  maidens 
to  dress  her  in  the  most  splendid  and  costly  attire — led  her 
into  the  midst  of  the  army,  and,  taking  iff  her  veil,  de- 
manded of  his  officers  if'^they  had  ever  beheld  such  a 
beauty?  Then  drawing  his  cimeter»  andsdxing  her  by 
her  locksfhe  severed  her  head  from  her  body  at  one 
stroke!  Then,  turning  to  his  grandee^  with  eyes  wild 
and  fxirious,  with  the  gasping  head  in  one  hand,  and  the 
bloody  sword  in  the  otiier—*' This  sword,"  he  exclaimed, 
«  when  it  is  my  will,  knows  how  to  cut  the  bands  of  love !" 
Thus  does  a  mad  ambition  extinguish  all  the  tender  s>'m- 
pathies  and  endearing  charities  of  social  and  domestic  life. 
Your  sword  of  proicription,  regardleA  of  them  all,  is  now 
brandished,  reeking  with  blood.  The  charms  of  virtue, 
the  ties  of  friendship,  the  sufiforings  of  revolutionary  pa- 
triotism, are  no  protection,  no  security  against  this  re- 
lentless monster,  proscription. 

And  rivals,  sir,  when  they  can  Agree  in  a  distribution  of 
power,  will  each  claim  to  be  allowed  his  proscription  list 
The  triumvirate  agreed  to  divide  the  Roman  Empire,  and 
each  to  take  his  share— I  do  not  allude  to  the  first  trium- 
virate, composed  of  Julius  Catsar,  Pompey,  and  Crassus: 
I  mean  the  last— Lepidus,  Mark  Antony,  and  OcUvius.  It 
was  concluded  to  meet  on  an  island  in  the  Rhine  to  settle 
the  compact.  Each  was  to  be  protected  by  a  selected 
guard,  and  such  is  the  jealousy  of  rival  politieians,  that, 
in  this  case,  the  island  must  first  he  searched,  to  ascertain 
if  assassins  were  lurkinr  tiiere;  next,  each  of  their  per- 
sons must  be  examined,  to  see  if  there  were  dag^rs 
concealed  irt|their  dothes.  Finding  all  sale  in  these  particu- 
lars, they  proceeded  to  divide  the  empire.  Both  Antony 
and  Octavius  considered  Lepidus  a  sort  of  dead  weight,  a 
millstone  about  their  neck;  and,  to  get  rid  of  him,  they 
assigned  him  the  West,  including  Spain,  where  the  Ro- 
man authority  was  very  precknous.  Mark  Antony's 
share  was  the  North,  including  Gaul;  andOctavhis  took 
the  South,  including  Africa,  the  islands,  and  the  south  part 
of  Italy,  embracing  Rome. 

This  being  settled,  each  presented  his  proscription  list 
of  those  who  were  to  become  the  victims  of  this  very  dis- 
interested, patriotic  distribution  of  the  republic.  When 
Octavius  saw  Cicero,  his  old  friend  and  preceptor,  stand 
at  the  head  of  Antony's  list,  his  youthful  heart  was  hor- 
ror struck,  and  he  vehemently  and  peremptorily  protested 
against  tiie  barbarous  deed.  But  all  would  not  do;  it  was 
a  sine  qua  non,  and  ambition  at  last  yielded  to  the  demand; 
the  lists  were  all  confirmed,  and,  in  consequence,  there 
were  assassinated  in  one  night  three  hundred  Senators, 
and  two  thousand  Roman  Knights!  Proscription  here  it 
not  yet  quite  so  bloody,  nor  do  I  know  that  each  of  anj 
triumvirate  here  has  presented  his  list.  In  looking  round 
us,  however,  it  would  not,  I  think,  require  a  very  fertile 
fancy  to  find  an  analogy  to  this  triumrirate  to  which  I  hare 
referred.  You  recollect  the  catastrophe  there;  I  express 
no  wish  in  regard  to  the  result  here.  I  should  prefer  that 
some  Brutus  should  be  found  to  succeed  agsjnttthe  whole 
coalition.  But  if  not,  if  the  result  is  to  be  the  same,  and 
young  Octavius  is  to  nibdue  bis  rivals,  andto  l»ecome  the 
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Augustus,  I  should  rejoice,  at  least,  that  the  temple  of 
Janus  was  to  be  shut. 

Sir,  when  this  resolution  was  offered,  I  was  reading  the 
important  news  which  I  bad  just  received  of  the  revolu- 
tion  in  Poland,  and  was  exulting  in  the  glorious  event.  In 
a  half  reverie,  my  mind  was  ruminating  on  the  vicissitudes 
which  that  gallant  people  had  experienced;  the  barbarous 
and  despotic  partition,  when  the  unfortunate  Stanislaus 
was  compellea  by  the  Cazarina,  Maria  Theresa,  and  Fre- 
derick, to  surrender  the  best  puK  of  his  dominions.  I 
then  glanced  on  more  modern  times,  when  another  parti- 
tion had  completed  the  catastrophe.  I  thought,  too,  of  a 
Kosciusko,  a  Pulsiski,  and  a  Poniatowski.  In  this  state  of 
mind,  I  heard  read  a  resolution  from  a  republican  Senator, 
going  to  establish  a  principle  that  a  subordinate  executive 
officer  was  not  to  answer  an  inquiry  into  his  official  con- 
duct. The  contrast  was  so  impressive,  that,  I  confess,  a 
cblll  struck  me  to  the  heart.  When  all  Europe  is  alive  to 
popular  rights,  and  the  people  are  every  where  demand- 
ing a  surrender  or  restriction  of  Executive  power,  that 
not  only  we  the  people,  and  we  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  but  we  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  <*most 
patent,  grave,  and  reverend  seignors,"  are  to  go  in  a  body 
sod  surrender  our  liberties,  anu  those  of  our  constituents, 
not  merely  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  but  at  tlic  feet  of  a 
petty  subdelegate! 

Mr.  President,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  a  full  exposition 
of  the  affairs  of  this  department — and  1  now  forewarn  my 
friend,  the  chairman,  that  his  honest  zeal  will  be  disap- 
pointed. I  have  seen  enough  already  to  convince  me  that 
1  fall  and  faiir  report  is  not  to  be  hacl.  If  the  Postmaster 
General  asks  for  limits  to  the  investigation,  his  friends  on 
the  committee  will  indul^  him,  and  eventually  he  will 
succeed  where  he  wishes  m  shutting  out  inquiry.  In  this, 
I  cast  no  imputation  upon  any  of  the  committee  or  the 
Senate — the  effect  whi^h  I  predict  may  perhaps  arise  from 
an  honesty  tliough,  I  fear,  a  premature  confidence  in  the 
intelligence  and  fidelity  of  tliat  officer.  I  repeat,  a  full 
and  6iir  report  of  tlie  entire  management  of  this  depart- 
ment is  not  to  be  expected  this  ses^on,  if  ever.  "With- 
out the  inquiry  into  tlie  causes  of  removal,  it  is  impossi- 
ble. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  In  times  when  some  New  England 
States  indicated  a  wish  to  nullify  the  acts  of  tlie  General 
Gorernment,  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  GntrxDr] 
and  myself  took  sweet  counsel  together,  and  reprobated 
such  inf;ituation.  Now,  when  Georgia  and  Soutli  Carolina 
are  still  more  infatuated,  he  abandons  the  old  ground. 
Would  tliat  this  were  alL  But  it  seems  to  me  he  has  come 
to  this  ahsunlity — Independent  States  beyond  federal  con- 
trol, and  a  federal  Executive  above  responsibility!  ♦»  Oh 
world,  thy  slippery  turns!" 

Mr.  GllUNDY  again  rose.  The  Senator  from  Maine, 
laid  Mr.  G.,  hxs  thought  proper,  in  his  concluding  re- 
marks, to  remind  me  of  our  ancient  association,  and  of 
that  period  when  we  struggled  together  in  behalf  of  our 
country'.  It  is  true,  s*r,  there  was  a  time  when  that  Sena- 
tor and  myself  held  full  political  communion  together, 
and  stood  side  by'side  against  those  whom  we  considered 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  our  country.  But  these  times 
have  passed  by.  Men  and  things  have  changed;  and, 
perhaps,  no  two  men  now  stand  more  apart  and  further 
separated  from  each  other.  This  was  announced  at  the 
faist  session,  wlien,  in  the  presence  of  this  Senate,  a  solemn 
dissolution  and  severance  of  our  political  connexion  took 
place.*     I  then  apprehended,  anal  now  see  with  sorrow, 

*  This  has  allusion  to  the  following  extract  from  Mr. 
Grundy's  speech  on  Mr.  Foot's  resolutlt>n,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion.- 

•'The  Senate  will  excuse  me  for  saying  a  few' words  in 
relation  to  the  partner^ihip  made  up  by  the  Boston  parson, 
during  the  last  war,  and  now  added  to  by  the  gentleman 


that  his  senior  partner  has  acquired  aii  entire  ascendency 
over  him;  and  by  this  means  I  account  for  many  things 
which  I  now  see  and  hear,  so  entirely  inconsistent  with 
tliat  gentleman's  former  political  course.  Our  separation 
must  be  perpetual^  and  I  can  only  now  look  back  with 
pride  and  pleasure  at  what  he  once  was,  while  I  contem- 
plate with  pain  and  g^ief  what  he  now  is. 

Before  I  proaeed  to  answer  the  arguments  of  gentle- 
men, the  Senate  will  indulge  me  in  presenting  to  them  a 
true  account  of  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  so  far  as  may  be  necessai^*  to  a  right  under- 
standing of  the  conduct  of  its  present  presiding  officer. 
The  charge  against  him  is,  that  m  the  last  fiscal  year,  end- 
injg  the  1st  Jluly,  1830,  he  has  expended  one  hundred  and 
fiUy  thousand  dollars  more  than  has  been  expended  in  the 
same  time  at  any  former  period.  This  is  a  fact;  and  its 
existence  is  eagerly  seized,  and  presented  as  evidence  of 


that  this  expenditure  has  been  produced  by  contracts  not 
made  by  the  present  incumbent,  but  by  his  predecessor — 
contracts  not  improvidently  made,  but  made  advantage- 
ously and  beneficially  for  tlie  country — when  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  portions  of  this  money  have  been  expended  m 
increasing  mail  facilities,  in  changing  horse  to  stage  routes, 
in  accelerating  the  mails  from  twice  and  three  times  a 
week  to  daily  mails,  through  the  great  arteries  of  the 
country,  and  extending  it  to  every  newly  created  seat  of 
justice  in  t|)e  Union;  and  when  it  shall  also  appear  that 
this  increased  expenditure  has  been  accompanied  h^  a 
corresponding  revenue  to  the  department,  it  would  seem 
to  me  that  a  sense  of  justice  should  induce  the  gentlemen 
on  die  other  side  to  suspend,  at  least,  a  portion  of  their 
censure. 

The  report  which  the  committee  expect  from  the  de- 
partment will  show  the  original  contracts,  and  the  in- 
creasefl  labor  imposed  on  the  contractors,  and  the  addi- 
tional sums  agreed  to  be  given  by  the  department  for  the 
additional  duties  required:  and  it  is  a  fact  highly  credit- 
able to  the  Postmaster  General,  that  a  far  less  sum,  in  tlie 
aggre^te,  is  now  allowed,  than  the  law  waiTanted  him 
in  giving. 

I  will  now  procee4  to  show  to  the  Senate  a  history  of  the 
expenditure  complained  of.    For  the  year  ending  1st  July, 

from  Mune,  which  makes  it  to  consist  of  James  Madison, 
Felix  Grundy,  his  Satanic  Majesty,  and  John  Holmes. 

'<  I  was  honored  too  much  when  my  name  was  inserted 
in  the  title  of  the  firm.  I  never  had,  nor  have  I  now, 
capital  or  capacity  for  business  sufficient  to  entitle  me  to 
such  distinction;  and,  therefore,  in  the  new  arrangement 
about  to  be  made,  my  name  will  not  be  inserted,  either  in 
the  title  of  the  firm,  or  upon  the  sign-board,  Mr.  Madi- 
son has  becqme  old  and  rich;  for  an  honest  and  well-earned 
fame  is  a  politician's  wealth.  He  has  retired  from  busi- 
ness, and  Andrew  Jackson  has  taken  his  place;  the  busi- 
ness will,  hereafter,  be  conducted  under  the  name  and 
style  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Company.  Of  this  firm  I 
will  be  an  humble  and  unnamed  partner.  The  gentleman 
from  Maine  will  not  assist  in  conducting  the  business  of 
this  firm,  and  the  third  person  named  has  a  violent  antipa- 
thy to  it.  Therefore,  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done,  is 
to  dissolve  the  partnership,  and  let  the  two  characters  last 
named  establish  a  new  firm,  under  the  nanie  and  style  of 

,  [meaning  the  Devil  and  John  Holmes.]     In  making 

this  division,  great  reliance  is  placed  on  the  many  excel- 
lent qualities  and  superlative  virtues  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mahie,  which  will  enable  him  to  keep  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  in  order,  shovtUl  he  prove  refractory. 
To  this  dissolution  of  the  oltl  firm,  and  the  establishment 
of  the  two  new  ones,  I  call  all  these  Senators  to  bear  tes- 
mony." 


Ill 
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1828,  the  expenditures  exceeded  the  receipts  $25,015  85. 
For  the  year  ending  1st  July,  1829,  tlie  expenditures  ex- 
ceeded the  receipts  $74,714  15.  And  this  is  alleged  as 
cause  oF  accusation  against  the  Postmaster  General.  Let 
it  be  recollected,  that  the  present  Postmaster  General 
came  into  office  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1829,  and  had 
made  no  contracts,  payments  for  which  could  have  fallen 
due  on  the  1st  July,  1829,  every  contract  having  been 
made  by  his  predecessor.  He  was  merely  fulfilling  prior 
eng^ements,  and  is  entitled  neither  to  censure  nor  praise 
for  the  effects  of  contracts  made  before  he  came  into  oiHce. 
The  excess  of  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  on  1st  July, 
1830,  was  $82,124  85.  For  the  first  half  of  this  year,  the 
whole  transportation  of  the  mail  was  under  contracts  made 
by  Judge  McLean;  and  for  the  last  half  of  the  year,  three- 
fourths  of  the  preceding  contracts  continued,  tlie  western 
contracts  only  having  terminated.  It  should  be  noticed 
that  the  expenditures  for  tlie  second  half  year  of  1829 
were  $948,366  74;  and  the  receipts  in  the  same  period 
$892,827  60;  producing  an  excess  of  expenditures  for 
that  half  year  of  $55,559  14.  Tlie  expenditures  for  the 
first  half  year  of  1830  were  $984,341  21;  the  receipts  for 
the  same  period  $957,755  S0\  leaving  an  excess  for  the 
last  half  year' of  $26,585  71;  and  it  appears  from  the  re- 
port at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  that  the 
excess  of  this  last  half  year  was  actually  but  $17,019  16; 
a  portion  of  the  current  expenditures  that  were  made  in 
the  preceding  year  having  been  entered  in  the  accounts 
of  the  firit  half  of  the  year  1830 — apparently  increasing 
the  excess  of  this  half  year  to  $26,585  71.  Thus  it  ap. 
pears,  that  in  the  first  half  year,  after  the  contracts  of  the 
present  Postmaster  General  began  to  operate,  there  was 
a  great  saving  to  the  Government.  I  do  not  urge  this  as 
cause  of  censure  against  the  predecessor  of  the  present 
incumbent.  He  was  an  able  and  upright  officer;  he  made 
valuable  improvements  in  the  department;  and  it  is  no 
reflection  upon  him  to  say,  that  his  improvements  have 
been  improved  upon,  and  that  others  have  originated  with 
the  present  head  of  that  department,  calculated  to  pro- 
duce much  public  benefit.  As  an  evidence  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  department  has  improved  since  he  came  into 
office,  I  will  merely  state  the  fact,  that  the  whole  amount 
of  postages  from  the  1st  July,  1828,  to  the  1st  July,  1829, 
was  #1,707,418  42;  and  the  amount  of  postages  from  the 
1st  July,  1829,  to  the  1st  July,  1830,  is  $1,850,583  10, 
giving  an  increase  in  the  first  year  of  $143,164  68.  This 
is  an  unprecedented  increase  of  revenue  in  the  historj'  of 
this  department. 

Notwithstanding  these  facts  are  known  and  exhibited  to 
public  view,  and  to  the  inspection  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  still  they  say  this  Executive  Department  is  go- 
ing to  ruin.  Facts  appear  to  have  no  effect  on  their  minds; 
arithmetical  demonstration  produces  no  conviction,  so  de- 
termined do  they  seem  on  effecting  the  destniction  of  this 
officer.  I  This  investigation  has  produced  a  very  different 
impression  on  my  mind.  I  viewed  the  present  Postmaster 
General  chiefly  as  a  man  of  general  talents,  an  able  and 
eloquent  advocate;  but  I  now  perceive  him  to  be  the 
practical  man — the  able  man  of  business — capable  of 
grasping,  with  ease,  the  vast  system,  and  comprehending 
the  intricate  machinery  of  this  department,  and  of  direct- 
ing its  energies  to  the  greatest  benefit  of  the  country. 

There  is  now  of  available  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
department;  the  sum  or  $143,724  22.  As  a  further  evi- 
dence  of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  this  department,  I 
will  read  from  the  report  accompanying  the  President's 
ihes^ge,  so  much  as  will  show  some  of  the  improvements 
which  have  been  made  by  the  present  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral: 

••Between  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  and  the  Ijt  of  July, 
1830,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was  increased,  in  stages, 
equal  to  755,767  miles  a  year;  on  horseback  and  in  sul- 
kies, 67,104  miles  a  year;  making  an  annual  increase  of 


transportation,  equal  to  812,871  miles  a  year,  beyond  the 
amount  of  any  former  period.*' 

The  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  on  the  1st  of  July 
last,  was  about  9,531,577  miles  in  stages;  and  the  whole 
yearly  transportation  in  coaches,  steamboats,  sulkies:,  and 
on  horseback,  amounted  at  that  period  to  about  14,500,000 
miles. 

The  existing  contracts  for  transporting  the  mail  in  the 
Southern  division,  embracing  the  States  of  Virgin*,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgfia,  and  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  will  expire  with  the  current  year.  In  the  renewal 
of  these  contracts,  provision  has  been  made  for  extending 
stage  accommodations  over  1502  miles  of  post  roads,  on 
which  the  mail  has  hitherto  been  carried  on  horses  only, 
or  in  sulkies,  and  on  which  the  annual  transportation  in 
stages  will,  from  ^he  1st  of  January  next,  amount  to 
278,656  miles.  The  frequency  of  trips  will  also  l)e  in- 
creased on  894  miles  of  existing  stage  routes,  to  the  annual 
increase  of  138,358  miles;  making,  together,  an  increase 
of  stage  transportation  of  the  mail,  from  the  Ist  of  January 
next,  of  417,014  miles  a  year. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  more  frequent  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  on  different  routes,  as  follows: 

Increase  of  trips  on  horse  routes,  31,824  miles  a  year; 
increase  of  trips  on  existing  routes,  changed  from  horse  to 
stage  routes,  1 18,456  miles  a  yciu';  increase  of  trips  on 
stagfe  routes,  138,358  miles  a  year;  making,  together,  a 
total  increase  of  288,628  miles  of  transportation  of  mails 
in  a  year,  beyond  the  amount  of  present  transportation 
in  that  division,  besides  the  improvement  of  substituting 
stages  for  hoinie  transportation. ' 

Among  these  improvements  are  included  a  line  of  stages 
from  Edenton  to  Washington,  North  Carolina;  from  New- 
hern  to  Wilmingfton,  Nortn  Carolina;  a  steamboat  line  from 
Wilmington  to  Smithville;  and  a  line  of  stages  from  Smith- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  to  Georgetown,  South  Carolina;  all  of 
which  are  to  run  twice  a  week  each  way.  These  ar- 
rangements will  complete  the  reg^ilar  communication,  by 
steamboats  and  stages,  between  Baltimore,  Maryland,  ana 
Charleston,  South  Carolina;  along  tlie  seaboaixl,  by  way 
of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  Elizabeth  City,  Edenton,  Washing- 
ton, Newbern,  Wilmington,  anfl  Smithville,  Nortli  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgetown,  South  Carolina;  an  accommoda- 
tion desired  alike  by  the  public  and  the  department. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  expediting  the  mail  on  many 
important  routes;  among  which  is  the  whole  route  be- 
tween this  wlace  and  Fort  Mitchell,  via  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
and  Milledgeville,  Georgia;  which  line  will  be  traversed 
in  two  days  less  time  than  at  present;  so  that  the  mail  will 
run  from  this  city  to  New  Orleans  in  thirteen  days  after 
the  1st  of  January  next. 

Allowing  the  average  expense  of  transportation,  by 
horse  or  sulky,  to  be  five  cents  per  mile,  and  by  stages  to 
be  thirteen  cents  per  mile,  which  is  about  the  mean  rate 
paid  in  the  Southern  division,  the  value  of  these  improve- 
ments, exclusive  of  the  value  of  increased  expedition,  will 
be  as  follows: 
Annual  amount  of  transportation  changed 

from  horses  to  stages,  278,656  miles,  at  8 

cents  per  mile,  (the  mean  difference,)  -  23,292  48 
To  be  aaded  for  increased  number  of  trips 

on  the    same,   amounting,   annually,  to 

118,456  miles,  kt  5  cents  per  mile,  5,922  80 

Increased  number  of  trips  on  former  stage 

routes,  amounting,  annually,   to  138,358 

miles,  at  13  cents  per  mile,  -  -       17,985  54 

Increased  number  of  trips  on  horse  and  sulky 

routes,  amountmg,   annually,   to  31,824 

miles,  at  5  cents  per  mile,  -  -         1,591  20 


Making  the  total  annual  value  of  the  im< 
provements,         ,  -  :  . 


$47,793  02 


lis 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


114 


F«B.  r,  1831.] 


Past  Office  Investigation, 


[Seitatx. 


The  contracts  have  been  made  for  the  ensuing  four 
pars  from  the  first  of  January  next,  including  all  these 
improvenienta,  at  a  sum  less  than  the  amount  now  paid  for 
tran8|>orting'  the  mails  in  that  division,  by  25,047  87 

To  this  sum  add  the  estimated  value  of^the 

improveiDcnts,  as  before  stated,  -       47,793  02 

And  the  actual  saving  to  the  department  in 
the  renewing  of  the  contracts,  will  amount, 
anoaally,  to  -  -  -  -      72,840  89 

Besides  the  very  considerable  amount  gained  in  the  in- 
creased expedition  of  the  mails  on  many  routes  of  g^eat 
interest  to  the  community,  the  value  of  which  cannot  be 
well  estimated. 

In  this  saiving  in  the  expense  of  the  contracts,  and  the 
additional  revenue  which  may  be  anticipated  from  the  im- 
provements they  secure,  together  with  the  general  increase 
of  postages,  which  is  still  progressive,  will  be  seen  a  foun- 
dation for  the  belief  which  has  been  expressed,  that  the 
current  revenue  of  |the  department  for  the  succeeding  year 
will  be  sufficient  for  its  disbursements. 

I  have  thus  shown  to  the  Senate  the  condition  of  the  fis- 
cal concerns  of  this  department,  and  the  improvements 
which  have  been  made  m  the  transportation  of  the  mail. 
I  now  approach  a  subject  more  intimately  connected 
with  the  inquiry  before  the  Senate.   The  removals  of  post- 
masters, called  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine  "  proscrip- 
tion," a  word  which,  from  long  habit  and  frequent  use, 
he  pronounces  better  than  any  man  in  this  nation. '  There 
are  about  eight  thousand  five  hundred  postmasters  in  the 
United  States;  and,   since  this  administration  came  into 
power,  which  has  been  near  two  years,  about  five  hundred 
have  been  removed.     Let  us  now  sec  whether  there  be 
not  unquestionable  causes  of  removal,  which  may  properly 
have  produced  as  great  a  result  as  this.     If  a  postmaster 
should  commit  any  depredation  on  the  m?\],  he  surely 
ought  to  be  removed,  although  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
should    exclaim    "proscription."     Should  a  postmaster 
violate  the  secrecy  of  correspondence,  which  some  men 
have  done,  the  Postmaster  General  ought  not  to  be  deter- 
red from  removing  him  by  the  crj*  of  "proscription." 
The  same  fate  should  await  all  delinquents  in  paying  their 
dues;  likewise  those  who  fail  to  render  their  accounts,  or 
who  abuse  the  franking  privilege;  and  if,  for  any  of  these 
causes,  removals  take  place,  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
entertains  the  Senate  with  his  "proscription."    Fraudu- 
lent exactions  of  postage — concealing  or  detaining  letters, 
newspapers,  or  pamphlets — constitute  just  causes  of  re- 
moval; and  if  they  are  made,  we  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  cry  out  **j>roscription!"  *  Habits  of  intemperance 
disqualify  a  man  fortlie  office  of  postmaster;  and,  although 
temperance  societies  have  done  much  in  removing  this 
destroyer  of  the  human  race  from  our  land,  I  would  still 
ask,  if  there  be  no  drunkards  in  Maine.'    And  should  I  be 
answered,  that  these  worthy  societies  have  entirely  suc- 
ceeded in  the  East,  we  arc  not  quite  so  foi*tunate  in  the 
Wc&tf  although  they  have  made  promising  and  successful 
progress.     Still  this  vice  in  some  degree   pre%'ails;  and 
shmild  a  postmaster  be  seen  staggering  and  reeling  to  his 
office,  so  blind  that  he  could  not  see  a  letter,  and  he  should 
be  removed,  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  unconsciously  and 
from  habit,  would  cry  out  "proscription."     Insulting  or 
unaccommodating  deportment  to  persons  havinr  business 
at  the  office — ^habitual  ^relessness  and  inattention  to  the 
duties  of  the  station,  constitute  just  cause  of  removal;  in- 
competency— refusing  to  comply  witli  the  standing  regula- 
tions of  the  department — employ  mg  assistants  of  bad  charac- 
tcr-*the  commission  of  crimed — a  dissolute  course  of  life — 
such  conduct  as  is  calculated  to  destroy  public  confidence 
in  the  office,  these  are  just  causes  of  removal;  and  if  a 
postmaster  be  removed  for  any  of  these,  another  victim  is 
added  to  the  gentleman's  "  proscription."     The  remote 
residence  of  the  postmaster  from  the  office — the  refusal 
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to  give  new  bonds  when  required — ^being  engiged  in  pur- 
suits of  a  disqualifying  character;  such  as  will  cause  long 
periods  of  absence  from  the  office — having  too  considem- 
ble  a  correspondence  for  the  postage  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  revenue — being  concerned  in  a  mail  contract — the  in- 
convenient location  of  the  office — all  these  render  remov- 
als proper;  and  yet  the  present  Postmaster  General  can- 
not act  upon  such  cases  as  these  without  hearing  the  poli- 
tical clamor  of  "  proscription !"  And  men  should,  in  some 
instances,  be  removed  to  obtain  the  services  of  those  bet- 
ter qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  appointment. 
It  has  happened  under  every  administration;  it  has  hap- 
pened  under  this,  and  will  occur  under  every  succeeding 
one,  that  from  misrepresentation  some  improper  removals 
and  appointments  will  take  place.  Taking  into  view  all 
these  causes  which  I  have  enumerated,  is  it  not  rather  mat- 
ter of  wonder,  that,  in  the  course  of  nearly  two  years,  but 
a  few  more  than  five  hundred  out  of  eight  thousand  five 
hundred  have  been  removed.  My  apprehension  is,  that 
even  yet  there  remain  among  the  subordinate  agents  of 
this  department  some  men  unworthy  of  their  places.  I 
confidently  hope  that  the  present  Postmaster  General  will 
go  on,  until  none  shall  be  continued  in  the  employment  of 
the  department,  but  men  of  worth  and  integrity,  and  that 
he  will  not  be  deterred  from  his  duty  by  the  cry  of  "  pro- 
scription." 

The  power  of  appointing  his  deputies,  is  given  by  law 
to  the  Postmaster  General  solely.  AVhat  rl^t  of  super- 
vision has  the  Senate  over  his  discretion  in  these  matters? 
If  they  have  any,  it  must  result  from  the  claim  that  the 
functions  of  the  Executive  are  to  be  performed  in  subor- 
dination to  this  body.  Tliis  is  neither  in  accordance  with 
the  theory,  the  practice,  nor  the  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution of  this  Government. 

I  will  now  show  to  the  Senate  some  of  the  effects  of  this 
"proscription,"  which,  in  the  poetical  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  "  makes  the  land  turn  pale."  It 
will  be  recollected  that,  on  the  1st  May,  1829,  the  post- 
master in  this  city  was  removed,  and  Dr.  Jones — who  is 
no  Midas,  at  whose  touch  every  thing  turns  to  gold — was 
appointed  his  successor.  According  to  the  report  on  my 
table,  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  office,  immediately  precea- 
ing  this  change,  for  one  year,  was  $2,803  25,  and  in  the 
first  year  under  Dr.  Jones's  management,  the  nett  proceeds 
amounted  to  $7,943  11  producing  a  clear  gain  in  one  year 
of  $5,139  86.  Yes,  sir;  this  single  post  office,  under  the 
present  administration,  without  the  aid  of  additional  com- 
merce, or  any  unusual  assemblage  of  citizens,  has  produc- 
ed a  profit  in  one  year  to  the  Government,  of  the  sum 
which  I  have  c^noted,  and  this  is  "proscription."  I  call 
it  reform — call  it  by  what  name  you  may,  it  has  produced 
results  beneficial  to  the  country;  and  the  profits,  since  the 
year  which  I  have  mentioned,  have  shown  tliat  the  increase 
is  not  of  a  temporarj'  character. 

Another  effect  produced  by  what  the  gentleman  calls 
"proscription,"  may  be  exhibited.  There  are  not  half 
so  many  new  cases  of  delinquent  postmasters  as  at  former 
periods;  there  is  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  delinquen- 
cies since  the  first  of  January,  1825,  of  more  than  onchalf; 
and  this  reduction  has  been  sensibly  experienced  within 
the  last  year.  This  must  be  owing  to  some  adequate  cause. 
I  know  of  ho  other  to  which  it  can  be  ascribed,  but  the 
terror  of  "proscription,"  which  teaches,  that  for  failures 
in  the  discharge  oi  tlicir  duty,  they  will  be  removed  from 
office.  "When  I  see  such  effects  produced,  I  shall  not  be 
dismayed  by  the  term  "  proscription;"  for  my  country  pro- 
fits, though  the  incumbent  lose  his  place.  "We  shall  hear 
no  more  of  such  losses  as  $10,000  in  a  angle  post  office, 
as  in  the  case  of  Fowler. 

A  charge  has  been  exhibited  in  the  commiltce  against 
the  Postmaster  General  of  indebtedness  to  the  Govern- 
ment; and  Abraham  Bradley,  the  dismissed  assistant  Post- 
master General,  has  been  examined  to  support  this  charge. 
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Post  Offiu  Invetiigattan. 


[F«B.  7.  1831. 


Although  his  testimony  does  not  tend  to  establish  the  fact 
for  which  the  witness  was  introduced,  it  develops  some 
facts  of  a  highly  interesting  character  to  the  community. 
I  have  the  minutes  of  his  deposition  before  me,  subject  to 
the  inspection  of  every  member,  and  I  beg  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  while  I  relate  the  substance  of  it  upon  this  point. 

He  states  that,  many  years  ago,  John  Fowler,  of  Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky,  was  appointed  postmaster  at  that  place; 
that  he  gave  bond,  with  James  Morrison  and  otliers  as  his 
sureties;  that,  he  became  a  delinquent  to  a  very  large 
amount,  and  then  gpive  a  new  bond,  with  W.T.  Barry  and 
five  others  as  his  sureties;  that  af^er  the  execution  of  the 
new  bond,  he  piud  up  regularly,  or  nearly  so,  what  felt 
due  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
all  that  was  due  from  the  time  the  new  bond  was  execut- 
ed, until  he  was  removed  from  office.  1  will  here  remark, 
that  I  am  authorized  to  say,  by  a  respectable  man  now  in 
the  city,  that  Mr.  Fowler,  long  before  the  surrender  of 
the  old  bond,  of  which  I  shall  presently  speak,  and  before 
the  department  had  applied  the  payments  to  either  bond, 
directed  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Meigs,  to  apply  all 
the  payments  made  afler  the  execution  of  the  new  bond, 
to  the  new  account  of  his  receipts. 

Mr.  Bradley  further  states,  in  his  deposition,  that  there 
was  no  credit  given  on  the  old  bond — that  there  was  no 
application  of  the  payments  made  to  either  bond,  in  any 
of  the  books  of  the  department — that  there  was  nothing 
but  a  general  account  current  between  Mr.  Fowler  and 
the  department,  in  the  books  of  the  office — that  the  old 
bond  was  delivered  up  to  James  Morrison,  after  a  sufficient 
sum  had  been  paid,  subsequent  to  the  execution  of  the 
new  bond,  to  satisfy  the  amount  due  under  the  old  one, 
and  this  was  done  without  the  knowledge  of  the  sureties 
in  the  new  bond.  Mr.  Bradley  does  not  expressly  state 
whether  the  then  Postmaster  General  directed  tlie  surren- 
der of  the  old  bond  or  not;  but  it  is  due  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  Meigs  to  state  that  he  was  a  correct  and  lionest  man, 
and  that  there  are  letters  of  his  still  in  existence,  in  which 
he  stated  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  bond  was  abstracted  from  the  office.  It  does  not  con- 
cern the  present  question  to  decide  by  whom  this  bond 
was  surrendered.  The  great  and  imporUnt  fact  is  esta- 
blished, that  the  bond  was  sun-endered  by  the  department 
to  one  of  the  sureties  in  it.  Such  are  the  actS  which  make 
A  **  land  turn  pale."  Here  is  an  official  bond—not  secur- 
ing alone  to  the  Government  wliat  might  be  due  Mpon  it, 
but  also  the  good  behavior,  for  the  time  of  service,  of  the 
postmaster,  and  constituting  the  security  to  which  any 
party,  injured  by  his  misconduct  in  office,  was  to  look  for 
indemnity — suiTendered  up.  And  this  has  been  done  con- 
trary to  law,  and  the  uniform  usage  of  the  office.  But 
one  case  besides  this  had  occurred  during  the  thirty  years' 
continuance  of  the  witness  in  that  office.  Why  was  the 
surrender  of  this  bond  applied  for  by  M.ajor  Morrison^ 
Certainly  because  he  was  afraid  of  his  legal  liability  under 
it.  Why  was  it  surrendered?  It  must  be  because  the 
person  surrendering  it  was  willing  to  release  Major  Mor- 
rison, with  a  view  of  throwing  the  delinquency  which  had 
occurred  prior  to  the  execution  of  the  new  bond,  upon  its 
sureties.  The  effect  produced  by  the  surrender  of  the 
old  bond,  we  can  all  see.  The  department  has  lost  ten 
thousand  dollars.  Major  Morrison  lived  and  died  a  weal- 
thy man,  able  to  discharge  all  his  pecuniary  responsibili- 
ties. Many  years  since,  Major  Barry  and  others  were  sued 
on  this  bond;  the  court  decided  that  the  bond  had  no  legal 
obligatory  force;  a  new  trial  was  granted,  and  the  suit  was 
dismissed.  This,  it  is  admitted,  constitutes  no  legal  bar 
to  the  commencement  of  a  new  action;  but  the  fact  tliat 
the  late  Postmaster  General  did  not  commence  suit  during 
his  continuance  in  office,  which  was  several  years  afler  the 
dismissal  of  the  first  suit,  furnishes  a  strong  argument 
against  the  validity  of  the  claim,  from  the  opinion  of  the 
department  itself;  when  it  was  under  the  management  of 


an  individual  of  high  legal  attainments,  whose  interest  in 
the  subject,  if  he  had  any,  was  only  to  collect  the  debt  due 
to  his  department.  Upon  the  'facts  thus  stated,  who  can 
pronounce  the  present  Postanaster  General  a  debtor  to  the 
Government? 

I  am  aware  of  the  le^pl  dotrine  which  may^  be  urged 
on  the  other  side;  which  is,  that  if  one  individual  be 
indebted  to  another  upon  two  bonds,  and  payments  be 
made  by  the  debtor  to  the  creditor,  witliout  any  direction 
on  the  part  of  the  debtor,  to  which  bond  the  payment 
should  be  applied,  the  creditor  may  elect  to  wliicn  he  will 
g^ve  the  creait.  This  is  admitted  to  be  the  law,  where  no 
other  individuals  are  interested  tlian  the  debtor  and  credi- 
tor; but  I  should  very  much  doubt  whether  a  court  and 
jury  could  be  found  in  this  country,  when  the  question 
was  hetween  different  sets  of  sureties,  who  would  pemut 
the  delinquency  which  had  accrued  during  the  liability  of 
one  to  be  thrown  upon  others  subsequently  given,  when 
no  kind  of  delinquency  had  occurred  during  the  last  obli- 
gation. In  the  case  of  public  officers,  this  would  be  par- 
ticularly unjust;  the  legal  effect  of  the  condition  of  the  la^t 
bond  was,  that  Fowler  should  pay  punctually,  at  the  end 
of  every  quarter,  the  public  money  received  by  him  in  the 
preceding  quarter:  this  he  had  done,  and  the  condition 
was  complied  with.  Can  it  be  believed  that,  in  this  slate 
of  things,  a  court  would  be  wan-anted  in  giving  judgment 
against  the  new  sureties  for  the  delinquency  wliich  accru- 
ed prior  to  the  execution  of  tlie  new  bond;  more  especially 
as  it  can  be  shown  that  Fowler  directed  the  applicaiioD 
of  tlie  payments  to  the  new  bond,  and  this  long*  before  the 
department  had  applied  the  money  to  cither?  I  lud 
thought,  sir,  the  judiciary  of  the  country  to  be  the  proper 
tribunal  before  which  to  try  a  question  of  indebtedness. 
The  Government  has  sought  to  render  Major  Barrj*  liable 
before  that  tribunal,  and  the  suit  failed.  From  the  facts 
now  disclosed,  it  always  must  fail.  Although  the  Govern- 
ment, by  its  acquiescence,  seems  to  have  abandoned  the 
claim,  and  this  long  before  the  present  administration  came 
into  power,  yet,  for  party  purposes,  and  to  gratify  the 
feelings  of  a  dismissed  officer,  Mr.  Barry  is  to  be  denounc- 
ed as  a  defaulter,  and  unworthy  of  public  confidence. 
Whenever  it  shall  be  shown  that  Major  Barry,  the  present 
Postmaster  General,  or  either  of  the  Assistants,  Colonel 
Gardner  or  Major  Hobbie,  shall  have  surrendered  tlie  of- 
ficial bonds  of  postmasters,  I  will  not  stand  here  as  their 
defender.  No,  sir;  the  clerk  of  a  court  who  should  sur- 
render an  insolvent  marshal's  or  sheriffs  bond,  for  the 
purpose  of  favoring  and  releasing  the  sureties,  would  stand 
in  a  light  equally  mvorable  with  me.  Such  conduct,  prac- 
tised by  whom  it  may  be,  is  a  higii  misdemeanor,  and  me- 
rits expulsion  from  office. 

Mr.  President:  When  men  set  out  resolved  to  find  fault, 
they  seldom  permit  themselves  to  be  disappointed.  If 
facts  fail,  imagination  supplies  their  place.  I  cannot,  in 
any  other  way,  account  for  the  censure  thrown  by  the  gen- 
llemen  from  Delaware  and  Maine  on  the  Postmaster 
General,  for  not  having  answered  the  interrogatories  trans- 
mitted bv  the  committee  to  the  department  in  December 
last.  The  Senate  will  recollect  what  was  said  by  those 
gentlemen  on  that  subject;  but  did  any  Senator  suppose 
from  what  they  said,  that  at  that  moment  they  had  in  their 
possession  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  which 
gives  the  most  satisfactory  reasons  for  tlie  delay,  and  which 
letter  had  been  in  the  possession  of  tlie  chairman  for  seve- 
ral days?  I  will  take  the  Uberty  of  reading  that  letter  to 
the  Senate,  that  they  may  judge  whether  the  Postmaster 
General  be  culpable,  or  the  complaint  of  the  gentlemen  be 
without  cause. 

Mr.  Grvndt  here  read  as  follows: 

"Post  Ottice  Departmekt,  Jan.  31,  1831. 

*'Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letters  of  the  18th  and  of  the  27th  instant. 
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Po8t  Ojffux  Investigation. 


[Sbxate. 


"The  prepantjon  of  the  statements  neeessary  to  a  re- 
ply to  the  iBterrogatories  formerly  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee, was  immediately  commenced,  and  has  been  unin- 
terruptedly prosecuted  by  the  department.  It  has  re- 
quired not  only  the  application  of  all  the  disposable  force 
of  the  department,  delaying^  some  of  its  important  current 
business,  but  has  employed  unremittingly  several  addi- 
bona]  clerks.  "When  the  work  is  completed,  it  will  be 
forthwith  submitted  to  the  committee. 

*<I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c. 

"  W.  T.  BARRY. 
"  Hon  Mr.  Clattoit,  Chairman,  &c." 

This  letter  tells  the  gentlemen  why  the  interrogatories 
sent  by  the  committee  have  not  been  answered,  and  still 
they  urge  that  this  officer  has  not,  in  this  particular,  done 
his  duty.  He  has  also  been  censured  for  not  making  his  re- 
port in  obedience  to  the  call  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  BrRircT.]  On  this  mommg  we  have  received 
that  report,  containing  upwards  of  6,000  pages;  and  surely, 
after  gentlemen  have  heard  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Postmaster  General  for  the  delay,  their  lips  wUl  be  sealed 
upon  this  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  has  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  objection  involved  in  this  resolution  did  not  come  from 
the  Postnuuter  General;  but  admonishes  us  tliat  the  pub- 
lic will  say  that  it  came  from  that  quarter.  I  cannot  tell 
what  the  people  in  Maine  may  be  taught  to  say  on  this 
subject.  1  shall  say  to  the  people  of  Tennessee,  that  I 
made  this  objection  upon  my  own  judgment  and  responsi- 
bility; and  to  prevent  him  from  falling  into  an  error,  I  will 
now  state,  that  although  the  Postmaster  General  and  my- 
self have  been  in  company,  both  before  and  since  this 
question  has  been  agitated,  I  have  never  heard  him  ex- 
press or  intimate  a  wish,  or  opinion,  on  the  subject.  It 
is  argued  on  the  other  side,  that  as  the  committee  have  sent 
inquiries  to  the  Postmaster  General,  a^ing  him  to  assign 
the  general  causes  of  removal,  that  therefore  the  indivi- 
duals removed  ought  in  justice  to  be  heard.  The  com- 
mittee have  not  inquired  of  the  Postmaster  General  why 
any  particular  officer  has  baen  removed;  but  if  this  were 
even  so,  is  it  an  argument  that  should  be  brought  to  bear 
kgainst  my  friend  from  New  Hampshire  and  myself?  We 
objected  to  that  course,  and  were  overruled;  and  now  a 
wrong  committed  by  the  gentlemen  themselves  is  insisted 
on  as  a  justification  of  a  still  greater  error.  It  is  said  that 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  department  have  been  in- 
creased. Ttiis  may  be  true,  and  the  ^ntlemen  themselves 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  causes  which  have  produced  it. 
There  arc  not  clerks  in  the  department  sufficient  to  per- 
form  the  ordinary  and  current  business:  and  these  large 
calls  for  information  upon  the  department  create  a  neces- 
aly  of  employing  other  clerks  to  perform  the  additional 
labor.  The  very  report  laid  on  your  table  this  morning 
mu9t  have  cost  several  thousand  dollars,  and  the  calls  made 
by  the  committee  will  cost  several  thousand  dollars  more. 
These  form  a  portion  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
department.  J  cannot  believe  it  fair  for  gentlemen  them- 
selves to  occasion  the  expenditure  of  money,  and  then 
ruse  a  complaint  that  it  is  spent.  Although  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  see  the  public  money  expended  for  beneficial 
purposes,  and  especially  for  the  dissemination  of  useful 
information  among  the  people,  I  cannot  discern  any  valu- 
able purpose  that  is  to  be  answered  by  the  copies  of  the 
1,400  bonds,  under  tlie  call  of  the  gentleman  n«m  Ohio, 
this  morning  received  by  the  Senate  frwn  that  depart- 
ment;  none  of  them  will  ever  be  read,  either  by  the  Sena- 
tor, or  any  other  man  in  the  community. 

As  to  the  suggestion  that  the  committee  have  refused 
to  send  to  Virginia  for  witnesses  to  testify  in  relation  to 
the  great  southern  contract,  these  are  the  facts:  A  citisen 
of  Virginia  addressed  a  letter  to  a  Senator  from  that  State, 
complaining  of  the  department  for  Uie  manner  in  which 


that  contract  was  made.  He,  as  was  his  duty,  handed  over 
that  letter  to  the  committee.  The  witnesses  were  named 
in  the  letter,  and  a  suggestion  also  that  their  affidavits  had 
been  taken.  A  proposition  was  made  to  send  for  the  wit- 
nesses; this  was  not  refused;  but  it  was  suggested,  and 
concurred  in  by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  that  before 
that  step  was  taken,  application  should  be  made  at  the 
department  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  the  affida- 
vits of  the  witnesses  were  not  there,  and  such  other  in- 
formation as  might  be  satisfactory;  or  at  least  enable  the 
committee  to  act  more  understandingly  in  making  the  in- 
vestigation. The  chairman  and  myself  were  directed  to 
call  at  the  office  and  make  the  examination.  I  took  care 
to  mention  to  him  that  I  would  attend  him  at  an^  time  he 
should  name,  when  the  Senate  was  not  in  session.  He 
has  not  found  it  convenient  to  this  clay  to  call  on  me  for 
tlie  purpose  of  discharging  this  duty.  I  have  called  at  the 
office :  I  have  seen  the  papers,  and  they  contain  a  most 
ample  vindication  of  the  department.  Af^r  the  contract 
was  made,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  before  the  President 
of  the  United  States  at  the  instance  of  those  who  were 
dissatisfied.  The  affidavits  of  the  witnesses  named  in  the 
letter  referred  to  were  taken;  and,  af\er  a  patient  and  full 
investigntion,  the  President  decided  that  the  Postmaster 
General  had  acted  correctly.  If  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  were  anxious  to  obtjun  full  and  correct  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  transactions  of  this  department,  why 
have  they  not  pursued  the  course  1  have  so  oflen  pressea 
upon  them,  that  the  committee  should  go  to  the  defiart- 
ment  and  examine  into  all  its  ti-ansactions  and  doings^  I 
have  assured  them  that  I  was  authorized  by  the  Postmaster 
General  to  say  that,  should  such  a  course  be  deemed  ad- 
visable, every  thing  should  be  thrown  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  committee;  that  he,  his  assistants,  and  plerks, 
would  afford  every  facility  and  give  every  assistance  in 
their  power  to  tlie  committee.  By  proceeding  in  this 
way  we  could  acquire  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  condition 
of  the  department,  and  how  it  is  conducted.  This  course 
of  proceeding  is  declined,  perhaps  wisely,  aa  thereby  every 
pretext  of  complaint  might  be  removed,  and  the  gentle- 
man from^  Maine  would  be  so  fastened  down  by  fiicts,  that 
even  his  fruitful  imagination  could  not  furnish  materials 
for  accusation. 

,  The  gentleman  from  Maine  has  stated  that  in  his  own 
county  there  are  thirty-one  postmasters;  tliat  eight  of  them 
were  friendly  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams;  and  of  these 
seven  have  been  proscribed;  and  this,  with  him,  consti- 
tutes just  ground  of  complaint.     The  people  from  that 
quarter  differ  from  him  in  opinion.     Since  tliese  occur- 
rences took  place,  the  people  of  that  congressional  dis- 
trict, with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances,  have 
elected  a  representative  lavorable  to  this  administration; 
and  in  his  own  county  and  town,  the  votes  have  been  cast 
in  favor  of  a  senator  and  representative  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature of  the  same  description.     If,  therefore,  the  gentle- 
man's complaints  are  to  be  tried  by  the  voice  of  his  neigh- 
bors, the  verdict  is  against  him.  The  Senator  f^om  Maine 
has  said  that  this  voracious  Postmaster  General  has,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire^  devoured  six  full  blooded  Yan- 
kees at  a  nnrle  meal.  [Mr.  Holvks  here  intefrupied  Mr. 
Grvkdt,  and  said  he  did  not  say  six,  but  twentr-nve:  Mr. 
Gbukdt  proceeded.]    This  shows  most  strikingly  the 
difference  between  a  man  of  imagination  and  one  who 
deals  in  sober  realities  and  facts.     I  had  been  lashinr  up 
my  poor  imagination  in  pursuit  of  the  gentlcnuui  mm 
Maine,  and  could  scarcelpr  arrive  at  six,  when  he  with  ease, 
(such  is  the  power  of  his  fancy,)  can  reach  twen^-five. 
Twenty-five  full  blooded  Yankees  have  then  been  devoured 
by  the  Postnoaster  General  at  a  single  meal.  If  this  is  to  be 
taken  literally,  all  I  can  say  is,  that  he  is  a  nan  of  bad 
taste  and  strong  stomach,  for  metbinks  I  sometimes  see 
one,  the  very  SK'bt  of  whom  is  enough  for  me*    If  this 
expression  is  to  be  taken  figuratively,  and  the  gentlt-man 
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only  means  that  the  Postmaster  General  has  put  them 
aside,  and  removed  them  a  distance  from  him,  as  unfit  to 
be  associates  with  him  in  the  administration  of  his  depart- 
ment, then  he  may  have  acted  in  good  taste  and  no  fur- 
therance of  the  public  interest. 

The  Senate  will  not  expect  me  to  notice  the  poetry  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine.  My  business  is  with  dollars 
and  cents — post  offices,  and  post  roads,  and  this  is  a  poor 
subject  for  poetical  display.  It  requires  the  imagination 
and  genius  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  strew  flowers 
over  post  roads  at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year.  1 
will,  however,  notice  his  delicate  and  classical  story  re- 
specting the  public  **meat  cellar,"  and  make  the  true  ap- 
plication. As  I  understand  il,  this  <<  cellar"  belongs  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  the  gentleman  and  his  friends 
were  once  placed  in  it  to  take  care  of  it;  the  people  were 
of  opinion  that  they  were  not  faithful  sentinels;  they 
turned  them  out,  and  have  placed  others  in,  who  tliey  be- 
lieved Wei's  more  faithful,  and  the  eentleman  and  his 
friends  are  now  endeavoring  to  break  m,  but  the  people 
will  not  let  them.  The  gentleman  further  remarks,  that 
when  men  are  seeking  for  power,  any  means  are  resorted 
to  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  object.  Did  tlie  gfen- 
tleman  recollect  that  it  might  be  said  that  he  was  Illustrat- 
ing the  truth  of  his  doctrine  by  his  own  example,  and 
that  the  tendency  of  his  whole  conduct  in  this  whole  pro- 
ceeding went  to  sliow  that  there  were  no  morals  in  poli- 
tics? The  g^ntlennen  exclaim  there  will  be  no  report  made 
by  this  committee.  If  there  be  none,  the  fault  shall  be 
theirs,  not  ours.-  I  hope  a  report  will  be  made,  one  that 
will  silence  calumny  and  seal  the  lips  of  slander.  I  have 
admitted  that  by  means  of  misrepresentation  some  men 
have  been  removed,  whom  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  retained,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maine  may  have 
known  some  one  instance  of  that  kind;  and  such  is  his 
ims^nation,  that  whenever  he  hears  of  a  removal,  le<  tlie 
cause  of  removal  be  what  it  may,  he  supposes  tliat  it  has 
been  done  improperly,  and  from  a  spirit  of  proscription. 
He  reasons  like  the  medical  student;  he  was  taken  by  his 
preceptor  to  see  a  sick  patient;  the  patient  had  become 
worse,  and  the  doctor  charged  the  family  with  their  having 
nven  liim  eggs  to  eat,  which  had  increased  his  illness; 
Sie  fact  was  adnutted;  the  doctor  again  prescribed  and 
returned  home;  the  student  was  curious  to  know  how  his 
preceptor  had  come  to  the  knowledgt;  of  the  fact  that  liis 
patient  had  eaten  eggs;  the  preceptor  told  him  he  had 
seen  the  shells  under  the  bed.  On  the  next  day  the  stu- 
dent was  sent  to  see  the  same  patient,  and  found  the  man 
dying,  and  informed  his  preceptor  that  the  man  liad  eaten 
a  horse;  the  preceptor  said  that  was  impossible;  the  stu- 
dent pei-sisted  in  it,  and  upon  being  asked  the  reason  why 
he  thought  so,  he  said  he  had  seen  a  bridle  under  the  bed; 
and  whenever  the  gentleman  from  Maine  sees  a  bridle,  or 
a  change  of  postmaster,  a  hori$  or  a  Yankee^  in  his  imagi- 
n{(tion,  has  been  devoured. 

The  gentleman  charges  this  administration  with  flinch- 
ing, lie  who  is  now  at  the  head  of  this  Government 
never  learned  the  art  of  flinching,  nor  will  he  permit 
those  who  act  under  him,  either  in  tlie  field  or  cabinet, 
to  do  SO;  and  the  gentleman  will  learn  this,  should  the 
Cluef  Magistrate  entertain  the  same  opinion  I  do  in  rela- 
tion to  the  tall  made  on  the  Postmaster  General  to  assign 
the  causes  which  liavc  produced  the  removals  of  postmas- 
ters. I  have  said  that  I  thought  that  neither  the  Senate 
nor  the  oomtnittee  have  the  consdtultonal  right  to  make 
this  demuid.  Should  the  Chief  Magistrate  think  so,  of 
one  thing  I  am  certain,  that  he  who  never  suffered  his 
own  private  rights  or  the  rights  of  bb  country,  to  be  in- 
vade^ will  not  permit  an  encroachment  upon  the  rights 
of  his  ofHcial  station. 

Sir,  we  cannot  mistake  the  object  which  gentlemen 
have  in  view;  they  camiot  desire  to  saccifice  the  Post- 
master General,  a  man  so  amiable  and  honest,  an  officer 


so  able,  faithful,  and  efficient,  as  he  is.  Their  aim  is 
higher;  through  him  they  wish  to  reach  the  man  a  bo 
keeps  them  out  of  power  and  place;  but  in  this  they  will 
fail.  "  The  gods  take  care  of  Cato^"  and  a  just  Provi- 
dence, and  an  honest  people  will  protect  and  defend  the 
defender  of  his  country  against  all  unjust  assaults  of  his 
enemies. 


TVESDAT,  FxBaUAHT  8. 

DUTY  ON  ALUM  SALT. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  alum  salt.  He  said  that  this  kind  of 
salt  was  not  manufactured  in  the  United  States;  that  it 
was  indispensable  in  curing  provisions,  smd  had  to  be 
bought  at  whatever  price  it  might  cost.  .He  said  that  the 
uses  of  salt,  and  the  injury  done  to  the  eoramunity  by 
taxing  it,  had  commanded  the  attention  of  the  British 
Parliament,  and  occasioned  a  committee  to  be  appointed 
in  the  year  1818,  whose  labors  were  a  monument  to  their 
honor,  and  a  title  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country.  They 
had  taken  the  examinations  in  writing  of  more  than  se- 
venty witnesses,  comprehending  nven  of  the  first  charac- 
ter in  every  walk  of  life,  of  whom  he  would  mention  Lord 
Kenyon,  Sir  Thomas  Bernard,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Arthur 
Young,  and  Sir  John  Stanley,  whose  testimony,  ^th  the 
reports  of  the  committee,  extended  to  four  hundred  folio 
pages.  He  would  read  some  parts  of  their  testimony,  and 
believed  that  the  Senate  would  perform  a  great  service  to 
the  American  people  if  they  wouki  direct  a  committee  to 
make  an  abstract  of  the  whole,  and  publish  some  thousand 
copies  for  distribution  amonr  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  then  began  to  read  a  part  of  the  extracts  which 
he  had  made,  when  he  was  interrupted  bv  Mr.  Foot,  of 
Connecticut,  who  made  several  points  of  order,  one  of 
which  was,  that  Mr.  B.'s  motion  was  not  seconded.  The 
VicK  Peksidbnt  said  that  it  was  not  usual  to  have  motions 
seconded  in  the  Senate;  that  the  rule  was  a  formality 
which  had  not  been  attended  to  in 'practice;  but,  if  any 
Senator  made  it  a  point,  the  rule  must  be  enforced.  Mr. 
B.  then  appealed  to  the  Senators  from  the  mmih  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line  to  furnish  him  a  second.  Several  rose, 
and,  observing  amon^  them  Mr.  WoosBumr,  of  New 
Hampshire,  he  gave  him  the  preference,  because  be  was 
from  the  notih  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  because 
he  had  been  the  first  to  open  the  campaign  against  the 
salt  tax  several  years  ago.  He.  said  that  the  report  and 
speeches  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  ag^ainst  the 
salt  tax  would  remain  as  monuments  to  his  honor  when 
liis  own  poor  exertions  were  forgotten;  and  he  took  pride 
and  pleasure  in  paying  this  tribute  to  him,  and  making  it 
more  fully  known  in  the  West,  that  he  was  only  the  fol- 
lower of  that  distinguished  and  patriotic  Senator,  so  justly 
deal*  to  the  whig  republicans  of  all  quarters  of  the  Union, 
in  waging  a  war  of  determined  hostility  against  the  salt 
tax. 

The  other  objections  of  Mr.  Foot  being  disposed  of» 
Mr.  B.  went  on  to  read,  or  state,  the  extracts  to  which  he 
rcfen*ed. 

EXTBACT. 

1.  Frtmi  Sir  John  Sinehir't  evidmot. — I  was  once  at 
the  farm  of  a  great  farmer  in  the  Netherlands,  a  Mr.  Mes- 
selman,  at  Chenoi,  near  Havre,  where  I  waa  surprised  to 
see  an  immense  heap  of  Cheshire  rock  salt,  which  he  said 
he  found  of  the  greatest  use  for  his  stock.  He  said,  first, 
that,  by  allowing  his  sheep  to  lick  it»  the  rot  was  effectual- 
ly prevented;  secondly,  that  his  cattle,  to  whom  he  gave 
lumps  of  it  to  lick,  were  thereby  protected  fi^ro  infec- 
tious disorders;  and  the  cows  being  thus  rendered  more 
healthy,  and  being  induced  to  take  a  greater  quantity  of 
liquid,  gave  more  milk.  And  I  saw  lumps  of  this  salt,  to 
which  the  cows  had  access,  in  the  pUce  where  they  were 
kept.     He  also  said,  that  a  small  quantijty  pounded  was 
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found  reiy  beneficial  to  the  hones  when  new  oats  were 
given  them,  if  tlie  oats  were  at  all  moist.  *  *  *  He 
g»re  them  mat  lumps,  that  they  (the  cattle)  might  lick 
when  tJiey  chose.  •  •  •  One  of  the  most  important 
uses  of  nit,  ss  connected  with  agriculture,  is,  that  it  pre- 
serves seed,  when  sown,  from  the  attacks  of  the  grub." 
*  *  *  In  a  communication  to  me  from  Sweden,  by 
Baron  Schultz,  he  says,  the  aalt  destroys  the  different  sort 
of  worms  found  in  the  bodies  of  sheep,  but  in  particular 
ttkc  Urcr  worm. 

ZXTBACT. 

2.  Jrthw^  Young's  Tkatimony. — ^Did  you  ever  try  salt 
in  the  feeding  of  your  cattle? 

Yes;  but  diiefly  with  sheep;  and  I  found  the  sheep  as- 
tonishingly fond  of  it. 

Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  beneficial  in  preventing 
the  rot  in  sheep } 

I  found  it  so  in  the  years  when  my  neighbors'  sheep 
were  generally  affected  with  the  rot;  my  sheep  escaped, 
ind  my  land  was  quite  as  wet  as  my  neighbors'. 

Do  you  think,  considering  the  advantages  in  health, 
&ltening,  and  the  power  of  using  inferior  food  in  the  feed- 
ing of  cattle  and  stock  in  general,  that  the  free  use  of 
nit  would  be  an  advantage  equivalent  to  seven  shillings  a 
bead  to  the  farmer? 

1  should  think  it  would  be  worth  a  great  deal  more.  I 
think  it  is  invaluable.  In  short,  let  my  answer  be  what 
it  would,  it  would  be  under  the  mark. 

Dr.  Young  then  gave  his  opinion  that  the  stock  in  Eng- 
Iind  would  be  increased  in  value  above  three  millions 
sterling,  nearly  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  free  use 
ofsah.    He  estimated  the  stock  in  England  to  be — 
Horses,       .  -         -  .         1,500,000  head 

Cattle,         .  -  -  ,        4,500,000  do. 

Sheep,        -  -  .  .       30,000,000  do. 

XXTBACT. 

3.  Thtinumyof  William  Ghoer,  superifitendeni  of  tke  cat- 
tle of  the  Hon-  Mr.  Curwen,  M,  P. 

This  deponent  beg^n  to  give  salt  to  the  cattle  under 
hL*care  the  l^h  November,  1817,  and  from  that  time  till 
Qow  the  cattle  have  had  salt,  as  follows:  40  milch  cows 
ud  breeding  heifers^  each  4  ounces  per  day;  30  oxen,  4 
ounces  each  per  day;  27  young  cattle,  each  2  ounces  per 
^y\  26  calves,  1  ounce  each  per  day;  48  horses,  each  4 
ounces  per  day;  444  sheep,  2  ounces  each  per  week. 
The  advantage  of  salt  for  sheep  appears  to  tliis  deponent 
to  be  great;  as  he  says  none  of  the  stock  have  died  in  the 
Sickness  since  they  commenced  giving  saltj  and  they  have 
had  none  in  the  rot;  in  other  years  they  lost  some  of  the 
ewes  and  wethers  in  the  sickness.  And  this  deponent 
»ys  that  he  has  now  kept  the  cattle  at  Schoose  farm  ten 
years,  and  they  were  never  so  long  witliout  sickness. 

4.  7^  ajffidami  of  ikiriv4wo  farmera, 
l^e,  tlie  undersigned,  being  iarmers,  and  the  owners 
of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Workington,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  we  are  acquainted  with  and  witnesses  to  the 
net  of  Mr.  Curwen  giving  salt  to  his  cattle  and  horses, 
*»th  tlieir  food,  at  the  Schoose  farm  and  at  Workington; 
and  that  we  are  desirous  of  using  the  same  for  our  live 
stock  if  we  could  obtain  it  without  difficulty,  and  at  a 
cheap  rale. 

EXTBACT. 

5.  Tatimony  of  Mr.  Curweny  M^  P^^n  regard  to 
callle,  I  have  under-estimated  the  quantity,  because,  if 
»t  could  be  had  at  a  moderate  price  there  is  no  ani- 
a»l  1  would  give  less  than  six  stone,  (14  pounds  to  the 
stone,)  each  per  annum.  •  •  • '  •  •  i 
believe  if  gait  were  in  general  use  for  cattle  it  would 
amount  to  340,000    tons—about  14,000,000  bushels- 


accelerates  and  promotes  the  quantity  of  milk  g^ven  by 
milch  cows.  [In  another  place  Mr.  C  says  that  the  use 
of  salt  prevents  the  ill  taste  which  the  feeding  on  certain 
weeds  and  vegetables  imparts  to  the  milk.]  It  prevents 
the  rot  in  sheep,  and  the  effect  of  hoving,  when  stock  ar« 
fed  on  turnips  or  clover.  •  •  •  g^it  renders  da- 
maged hay  palatable  and  nutritious;  and,  if  applied  in  dif- 
ficult seasons,  prevents  an  undue  fermentation  and  heat  in 
the  stack.  Chaff  and  straw  would  be  rendered  available 
to  a  much  greater  extent  than  at  present  by  the  applica- 
tion of  salt.  It  would  be  a  most  valuable  ingre<lient  in 
the  preparation  of  warm  food  for  stall-fed  cattle  in  tlie  im- 
proved system  of  soiling;  and,  from  my  experience  of  its 
salutary  effects,  I  should  consider  the  free  use  of  it,  as  a 
condiment,  the  greatest  boon  the  Government  could  be- 
stow on  the  husbandman.  •  •  •  •  j  consider 
the  advantage  from  salt,  in  feeding  my  stock,  on  a  farm  of 
eight  hundred  acres,  worth  about  one  thousand  pounds 
per  annum,  would  exceed  three  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num! (that  is,  add  a  third  to  the  annual  value  of  the 
farm.) 

The  probable  consumption  of  salt  for  sheep  and  cat- 
tle may  be  taken  as  foUows,  to  wit: 


Per  annum. 


30,000,000  sheep,   - 
1,421,000  cows,     - 
2,000,000  young  cattle, 
1,100,000  fatting  beasts, 
1,200,000  draught  cattle, 
300,000  colts  and  sad- 
dle horses, 
1,200,000  horses, 


14  Ufa.  the  atone. 


2  stone  each, 
6        do. 

4  do. 
6  do. 
4        do. 

3  do. 

not  estimated. 


Stonea. 


60,000,000 
8,526,000 
8,000,000 
6,600,000 
4,800,000 

900,000 

88,826,000 


N.  B.  14  pounds  1  stone,  4  stones  1  bushel,  4  bushels  1 
cwt. 

(Ij*Thc  English  bushel  of  salt  is  56  lbs. 

KXTRACT. 

6.  Lord  Kenyon^a  evidence  before  the  eommittee.^By 
the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  I  am 
induced  to  consider  salt,  when  sparingly  applied,  as  an 
admirable  manure,  especially  for  fallows  and  arable  land; 
and,  when  mixed  up  with  soil  out  of  gutters,  or  refuse 
dirt  or  a^hes,  to  be  very  valuable  also  on  grass  lands.  My 
own  experience  convinces  me  that  it  is  very  powerful  in 
destroying  vegetation  if  laid  on  too  thick,  having  put  a 
large  quantity  of  refuse  salt  on  about  one-fourth  of  an  acre 
of  land,  which,  afler  two  years,  still  remains  quite  bare. 
A  land  surveyor  of  high  character  in  my  nei^borhood, 
considers  that  the  use  of  salt  would  be  hkely  to  be  very 
valuable  in  destroying  the  slug,  wire  worm,  snail,  8cc. 
which  often  destroy  whole  crops.  He  also  remembers 
that  salt  was  used  largely  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Higher  and  Lower  Wiches  in  Cheshire,  before  the  duties 
were  raised  to  their  present  height.  Svith  respect  to  its 
value  for  cattle,  horses,  and  sheep,  I  am  informed  that  it 
is  very  highly  thought  of,  both  a9  nutriment ,  and  as  used 
medicinally,  internally  and  externally.  Its  value  also  is 
extremely  well  known  for  rendering  bad  and  ill-gotten 
hay  more  nourishing  and  more  palatable  to  cattle  than 
even  good  hay. 

KXTRACT. 


7.  Evidence  of  Mr.  Kingaton.-^ln  reply  to  your  que- 
ries, as  an  agriculturist,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
ssUt,  if  freed  from  duty,  would  become  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  general  articles  of  manure  that  ever  waa  thought 
"The  importance  of  the  free  use  of  salt  to  agri-  [of,  if  properly  composed,  by  mixing  it  with  mud  of  any 
culture  can  scarcely  be  estimated  too  highly.  Salt  con- '  kind— the  clcaningfs  of  ditches  and  ponds,  the  surface  of 
^nbutes  not  only  to  the  health  of  cattle  and  sheep,  but  coarse  ground  thrown  into  heaps  to  rot,  blubber,  &c.     I  - 
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am  also  persuaded,  that  if  it  could  be  afforded  to  be 
sprinkled  on  the  layers  of  hay,  when  making  into  the  rick, 
in  catching  weather,  it  would  prevent  its  heating  and 
getting  mouldy.  I  had  once  some  small  cattle  tied  up  to 
fatten,  which  did  not  thrive,  owing,  as  the  bailiff  said,  to 
the  badness  of  the  hay,  of  which  they  wasted  more  than 
they  ate;  but,  by  sprinkling  it  with  water  in  which  some 
salt  had  been  dissolved,  they  returned  to  eat  it  greedily. 
I  am  free  to  say,  ^.  proper  quantity  of  salt  would  prevent 
cattle  from  being  hoven  by  an  excess  of  green  food. 

EXTRACT, 

8.  Mr,  Thomaa  Boumt^a  examination. — ^The  commit- 
tee understand  you  are  a  merchant,  residing  at  Liverpool^ 

I  am. 

Can  you  speak  as  to  the  probable  effect  of  the  repeal 
of  the  salt  duties  on  your  trade? 

It  would  be  a  good  thing,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  also  the  manu&ctnres. 

Have  you  any  knowledge  of  its  being  used  in  food  for 
animals? 

Yes,  to  horses  in  particular. 

Has  it  a  good  effect? 

Yes. 

Then  do  you  not  suppose,  if  the  restrictions  were  taken 
off,  it  would  come  into  more  general  use  among  the  farm- 
ers, for  stock  of  all  kinds? 

It  would  in  that  instance;  we  used  to  have  five  horses 
in  our  rock  salt  mine,  and  those  horses  always  appeared  in 
good  condition,  though  very  much  worked. 

Were  they  liable  to  less  disorders  than  those  out  of  the 
mine? 

Yes;  much  less. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  they  were  in  the  prac- 
tice at  that  time  of  receiving  salt  with  their  food? 

YeS;  to  my  knowledge  they  were. 

In  what  quantity  ? 

About  a  handful  to  a  quartern  of  oats. 

EXTRACT. 

9.  Evidence  of  Mr.  W.  Home. — There  are  very  few 
fairmers^  who  are  not  aware  of  the  importance  of  salt  in 
preserving  hay,  and  restoring  it  when  damaged;  many  of 
those  whom  I  have  conversetl  with  on  the  subject,  have 
used  it  for  these  purposes,  and  it  would  generally  be  re- 
sorted to,  to  the  extent  of  ten  or  fifleen  pounds  to  the  ton 
of  hay,  if  the  duties  on  salt  were  repealed.  Lord  Somer- 
ville  has  furnished  most  satisfactory  information  on  this 
subject;  and  I  know,  from  respectable  autliority,  that  it 
is  a  common  practice  in  the  United  States  of  America  to 
sprinkle  salt  upon  hay  when  forming  it  into  ricks.  We 
also  learn  from  Lord  Somervillc,  that  Mr.Dai'ke,  of  Bree- 
don,  one  of  the  most  celebrated  graziers  in  the  kingdom, 
mixed  salt  with  his  flooded  mouldy  hay,  and  that  his  Here- 
ford oxen  did  better  on  it  than  others  on  the  best  hay  he 
had;  and  he  was  convinced  the  hay  fiad  all  its  good  effects 
from  the  salt.  •  •  •  •  •  I  have  learnt  fi-om 
Mr.  Sutton,  of  Eaton,  in  Cheshire,  that  he  would  give 
thirty  tons  (120  bushels,  of  56  pounds  each,)  of  sdt  a 
year  to  his  cattle,  being  fifty  cows,  if  the  duty  were  re- 
pealed. •  •  •  •  •  In  many  parts  of  the  United 
SUtes  of    America,   salt  is  generally  ^iven    to    cattle. 

*  *  *  •  The  excellent  condition  of  the  horses 
in  the  rock-pits  of  Cheshire,  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
its  benefit  in  fattening  cattle  and  keeping  them  in  health." 
Many  counted  that  they  can  attribute  the  longevity  of  their 
horses  to  the  good  effects  of  salt.  Mr.  Hadfield,  of  Li- 
verpool,  furnishes  an  instance  in  his  horse,  thirty  years 
old;  he  constantly  gave  it  rock  salt  to  lick,  placing  it  in 
his  manger.  Mr.  Young  has  furnished  us,  in  the  annals 
of  agriculture,  with  a  most  interesting  and  satisfactory 
statement  (obtained  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  lioyal  Acade- 
my of  Sciences  at  Paris)  on  the  effect  of  salt  in  fattening 
cattle.     From  this  report  it  appears,  that  to  the  unlimited 


use  of  salt  was  to  be  ascribed  the  circumstance  of  four 
times  the  number  of  sheep  having  been  reared  on  a  ste- 
rile common,  than  would  otherwise  have  subsisted  on  it; 
and  that  the  wool  of  these  flocks  is  not  only  the  finest  in 
the  whole  country,  but  bears  the  highest  price  of  any  in 
France.  The  flneness  of  the  wool  of  the  Spanish  sheep 
is  also  attributed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  free  use  of 
salt.  It  is  not,  therefore,  I  presume,  an  extraordinary'  po- 
sition to  say,  that,  by  a  proper  use  of  common  salt,  the 
same  quantity  of  forage  might,  on  many  occasions,  be 
made  to  go  twice  as  far  as  it  could  have  done,  in  feeding 
animals,  had  the  salt  been  withheld  from  them! 

EXTRACT. 

10.  Mr.  Ckarlea  G.  CothiU,  examined. — What  is  your 
profession? 

Answer.  A  bacon  and  provisioji  merchant,  residing  in 
Judd  street,  Brunswick  square. 

What  is  the  nature  ana  amount  of  your  business,  and 
how  far  has  it  been  affected  by  the  salt  duties? 

Answer.  About  fifty  years  ago  my  father  established  a 
manufactory  in  ^Ine  street,  and  expended  j£l 0,000  in 
adapting  the  premises  for  the  curing  of  bacon  and  tltc 
saltuig  of  pork.  Our  annual  returns  were  about  jC50,000: 
it  is  now  diminished  to  less  than  £1,000  annually,  in  con- 
sequence, as  I  apprehend,  of  the  very  high  duties  on  salt, 
as  our  trade  has  diminished  progressively  as  those  duties 
have  increased. 

Do  you  not  consider  that  the  breed  of  hogs  has  also 
diminished,  in  consequence  of  this  increase  of  duty  on 
salt? 

Answer.  Very  materially;  and,  as  a  further  proof  of 
what  I  state,  we  had  a  very  extensive  trade  of  jC200,000  si 
year  in  hogs;  now  not  £10,000. 

What  effect,  in  your  opinion,  would  a  great  reduction 
of  the  salt  duties  produce  in  your  business? 

Answer.  I  conceive  it  would  restore  our  trade:  ^^e 
should  then  be  able  to  supply  the  West  India  markets,  and 
other  colonies,  with  salted  pork,  cheaper  and  better  than 
any  other  country. 

What  is  the  quantity  of  salt  used  upon  100  weight  of 
pork,  to  make  bacon  ? 

Answer.  In  a  manufactory  of  bacon,  about  12  pounds; 
to  cure  a  small  quantity,  about  17  or  18. 

EXTRACT. 

11.  Testimony  of  Sir  Thomatt  Bernard. — ^I  ventured 
to  suggest  that  a  tax  on  salt  was  fundamentally  wrong  in 
principle,  because  it  presses  most  on  the  class  least  able  to 
bear  the  weight — because  of  its  immoral  tendency — and 
because  it  deprives  tlie  nation  of  benefits,  beyond  measure 
greater  than  the  whole  produce  of  the  impost.  The  salt 
duties  are  about  a  million  and  a  half  sterling  per  annum, 
(about  seven  millions  of  dollars.)  The  poor  use  most  salt 
in  proportion  to  their  wealth;  a  cottager  in  the  country  ten 
to  one  in  proportion  to  a  nobleman  in  town.  But  the  be- 
nefits of  which  the  nation  is  deprived  by  the  salt  duties, 
are  not  easily  appreciated,  or  even  numbered.  In  agri- 
culture and  rural  economy  alone,  the  loss  in  feeding  catde, 
sheep,  and  hogs — in  restoring  damaged  provender — \n 
manure,  and  in  the  effect  on  wages,  may,  without  extravs- 
gance,  be  supposed  to  exceed  the  whole  value  of  the  tax. 
Equal,  perhaps,  would  be  the  gain  to  our  manufacturers 
of  woollen,  linen,  glass,  earthenware,  soap,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
by  the  unrestrained  use  of  muriate  and  carbonate  of  soda 
and  muriatic  acid,  of  which  our  salt  mines  and  ocean  afford 
supplies  absolutely  inexhaustible. 

Mr.  B.  having  read,  or  stated,  these  extracts,  to  shov 
the  use  of  salt  in  agriculture,  said  there  were  many  other 
witnesses  examined,  to  prove  that  alum  salt,  which  the 
English  usually  called  bay  salt,  because  it  was  made  by 
solar  evaporation,  out  of  sea  water  in  the  bay  of  Biscay, 
and  other  bays,  was  indispensable  to  the  curing  of  prori- 
sions,  for  long  keeping,  or  for  exportation,  other  articles 
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connected  with  aj^culture,  as  cheese,  butter,  bacon, 
pickled  beef,  and  pickled  pork;  and  tliat  the  EngHsh  Go- 
vernment permitted  alum  salt,  under  thb  name  of  bay  salt, 
to  be  imported  both  into  Eng'land  and  IrelaYid  duty  free, 
for  these  purposes,  even  when  the  domestic  manufacture 
of  common  salt  in  England  hr  exceeded  the  home  de- 
mand, and  furnished  millions  of  bushels  for  exportation. 
He  also  stated  that  the  committee  qf  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  examined  the  first  physicians  of  Great  Britain, 
to  prore  the  effect  of  a  deficiency  of  salt  in  the  provisions 
of  the  poor  on  their  health,  and  that  these  physicians  uni- 
formly testified  that  many  diseases  of  the  poor,  and  espe- 
cially in  children,  were  the  effect  of  using:  vegetables  not 
sufficiently  salted,  and  fish  and  meat  not  sufficiently  cured. 
He  also  slated  that  the  committee  had  extended  their 
examination  to  the  use  of  salt  in  various  manufactories, 
and  harl  established,  by  proof,  that  a  variety  of  useful 
manufactures  required  the  abolition  of  the  salt  duty.  On 
this  point,  he  read  extracts  from  the  examination  of  Samuel 
Farkes,  £sq.  an  eminent  chemist  of  London,  as  follows: 


EXTnACT. 


12.  Examination  of-  Samuel  Parkea. — ^What  is  your 
profession  ? 

I  am  proprietor  of  the  chemical  works  in  Goswell 
street,  London,  and  of  other  chemical  works  in  Maiden 
lane,  Islin^on.  , 

Can  you  acquaint  the  committee  what  are  the  manu- 
factures most  affected  by  the  salt  laws^ 

The  manufactures  of  mineral  alkali,  crvstalized  soda, 
muriatic  acid,  hard  soap,  distinguished  from  soft  soap, 
Glauber  salt,  Epsom  salt,  magnesia,  and  sal  ammoniac,  are 
all  materially  affected  by  the  duty  on  salt;  but  as  common 
sAlt,  or  one  or  other  of  the  component  parts  of  common 
salt,  is  made  use  of  in  the  composition  of  a  great  variety 
of  articles  that  are  employed  in  our  manufactures,  it  is 
difficult  to  answer  that  question  ,with  precision.  *  * 
Respecting  soap,  I  have  only  to  observe,  that  common  salt 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  tne  manufacture  of  hard  soap; 
for  however  plentifully  potash  may  be  produced,  large 
quantities  of  common  salt  must  be  employed  with  it,  or 
the  soap  will  be  only  temporarily  hard;  it  will  have  no  last- 
ing consistence.  *  *  Salt  is  employed  largely  in  the 
preparation  and  manufacture  of  a  great  number  of  other 
articles  that  might  be  enumerated;  and  in  a  short  time  1 
hare  no  doubt  they  would  all  be  benefited  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  tlie  duty  on  salt. 

How  does  the  price  of  salt  affect  the  soap  boilers? 

As  it  affects  all  other  trades  in  which  suit  is  employed! 

State  tlie  way  in  which  it  affects  them. 

The  cheaper  it  is,  the  cheaper  they  will  have  it  if  they 
buy  it. 

Do  you  know  any  other  (manufacturing)  purposes  for 
salt* 

Yes:  it  is  used  in  very  large  quantities  by  dyers,  when 
it  can  be  had  cheap;  and  in  a  great  variety  of  other  ways. 

With  respect  to  the  salting  of  bides,  I  learn  from  fur- 
ther inquiry,  that  the  butcher  usually  applies  five  pounds 
of  salt  to  every  ox  or  cow  hide  which  he  has  occasion  to 
lay  by,  or  to  send  to  the  tanner  at  a  distance. 

Crystalized  soda  (made  of  salt,)  is  much  used  in 
washing.  Four  hundred  tons  are  annually  made  at  the 
Long  Benton  works  only. 

You  have  stated  that,  during  the  last  six  or  seven 
vears,  it  has  increased  from  one  to  four  hundred  tons. 

Yes. 

This  at  the  Long  Benton  works  only  ^ 

Yes. 

Which  is  made  from  salt  duty  free  ? 

Yes.     They  have  an  exclusive  privilege. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  finished  reading  these  extracts,  and 
expressed  his  re^et  that,  out  of  seventy  witnesses  and 
four  hundred  foho  pages  of  testimony,  he  could  read  no 


more  without  encroaching  too  much  on  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  he  said  he  would  introduce  tlie  testimony  of  some 
American  witnesses  to  the  same  points.  He  had  seen  the 
statements  of  the  English  witnesses  last  winter;  and,  being 
desirous  to  hear  what  Americans  would  say  on  the  same 
subject,  he  had,  in  the  course  of'  the  last  summer,  ad- 
dressed certain  queries  to  some  friends  and  acquaintances 
in  the  W^estern  States,  and  bad  received  from  many  of 
them  communications  of  so  much  interest  and  value,  that 
he  should  lay  tlicm  before  the  Senate;  and,  first,  would 
exhibit  the  queries  for  the  better  understanding  of  the 
answers.-  The  names  of  his  correspondents,  he  said, 
would  be  known  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  from  the 
States  in  which  they  reside;  some  will  be  known  to  the 
Senators  from  many  States;  and  some  to  the  whole  body 
of  the  Senate. 

Queries  on  tlu  iiaie  of  the  salt  trade  in  the  Western  States. 

1.  Whether  the  trade  in  salt  is  monopolized?  and,  if  so, 
at  what  works?  and  over^w  many  States  do  the  sales  of 
these  monopolists  extend  ? 

2.  The  practices  of  the  monopolists,  if  any,  to  enhance 
the  price  of  salt,  and  to  prevent  competition? 

^  3.  The  prices  of  domestic  and  foreign  salt  in  your 
neighborhood,  and  the  freight  of  foreign  salt  from  New 
Orleans? 

4.  Whether  the  monopolists  have  established  depots  of 
salt  in  different  States,  and  appointed  agents  to  sell  their 
salt,  and  restricted  the  sales  of  each  depot  to  its  district^ 
How  far  are  the  depots  apart  iii  your  State? 

5.  Whether  the  salt  manufacturers  have  entered  into 
agreements  with  the  monopolizers  to  restrict  the  quantity 
of  salt  made  at  the  works?  to  confine  the  sales  to  the  mo- 
nopolists? and  to  stop  working  wells  and  furnaces  for 
pay?  The  meaning  of  the  phrase  <*dead  wells,"  and  the 
rent  of  such  wells? 

6.  Whether  salt  is  sold  in  your  neighborhood  by  weight 
or  measure  ?  If  by  weight,  how  many  pounds  are  allowed 
to  the  bushel?  and  how  much  a  weighed  bushel  measures? 

7.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  is  due  allowance  made  for 
the  weight  of  the  barrel,  and  for  the  loss  of  salt  in  drying? 
If  not,  what  is  the  difference  between  the  real  and  nomi- 
nal quantity  in  the  barrel? 

8.  Whether  the  monopolists  sell  for  money,  or  country 
produce  ?  for  ready  pay,  or  upon  credit  ?  and  whether  the 
price  is  higher  or  lower  since  tlie  monopoly  ? 

9.  Do  the  monopolists  rise  and  fall  in  their  prices  ac- 
cording to  the  presence  or  absence  of  competition  ?  and 
what  salt  competes  with  them  ? 

10.  Do  tliey  realize  great  gains? 

11.  Whether  the  domestic  salt  is  fit  for  pickling  beef 
and  pork,  for  curing  bacon,  and  preserving  butter,  for 
exportation,  or  consumption  in  the  South,  or  long  keep- 
ing? 

12.  Whether  beef  and  pork,  put  in  common  salt,  will 
be  received  for  the  use  of  the  army  or  navy  ? 

13.  The  necessity  and  expense  of  repacking  beef  and 
pork  in  alum  salt,  in  New  Orleans,  which  has  been  put  up 
m  domestic  salt? 

14.  The  necessity  and  advantage  of  giving  salt  to 
horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs?  Whether  salt  is  not  in- 
dispensable to  stock  in  the  Western  States  ?  Whether  there 
is  not  a  gfrcat  difference  between  inland  and  maritime 
States  in  this  respect?  The  reason  of  that  difference  ? 
How  much  salt  per  head,  and  how  often  per  week  or 
month  ought  it  to  be  given  to  each  kind  of  stock?  and 
whether  the  farmers  in  your  section  of  the  country  arc 
prevented,  by  the  high  price  and  scarcity  of  salt,  from 
giving  as  much  to  their  stock  as  they  need: 

15.  The  use  and  advantage  of  salt  in  preserving  hay, 
fodder,  and  clover?  In  restoring  them,  after  being  da- 
maged by  wet' 

Si.  Louis,  July,  1830. 
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Commufueation  from  G.  T.   C.  McClakkahah,  Esq.  of 
Jaekton  county,  North  Alabama,  October,  1830. 

Your  firet  quer}' — ^the  trade  of  salt  is  entirely  monopo- 
lized here  by  James  White,  of  the  Hobto'n  salt  works, 
in  Virginia.  I  cannot  exactly  tell  to  what  States  these 
works  furniflh  salt,  but  it  is  to  be  supposed  to  the  western 
parts  of  Virginia,  eastern  part  of  Tennessee,  a  part  of 
North  Carolina,  the  northern  part  of  Georgia,  North  Ala- 
bama, and  some  in  South  Alabama,  Sec.  &c. 

Query  2d — Colonel  J.  White  has  a  depot  at  this  place, 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  Tennessee  river,  down  which 
stream  he  boats  his  salt.  And  if  any  person  else  brings 
salt  here  to  sell,  they  immediately  undersell  that  person 
and  ruin  him.  The  people  sometimes  get  their  salt  from 
Nashville,  when  they  have  a  convenience  of  doing  so,  and 
it  comes  much  cheaper,  after  paying  land  carriage  one 
hundred  and  thiity  miles,  than  White's  salt;  but  no  per- 
son dares  to  compete  with  him  here;  because  he  can, 
at  his  will,  undersell  any  persQi}  who  pays  a  land  carriage 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles;  and  therefore  instantly 
break  them  up.  One  thins*  is  yet  to  be  told,  xi-hich  will 
convince  any  man  of  the  sm  and  oppression  of  this  mo- 
nopolizing system.  This  same  James  White  will  carry  his 
salt  by  us  down  to  Ditto's  landing,  ten  miles  below  Hunts- 
ville,  haul  it  out  to  Winchester,  Tennessee,  which  is  fifty- 
five  miles  of  land  carriage,  and  sell  it  there  so  much  lower 
than  he  will  here  on  the  river  take  it  out  of  his  boats, 
that  some  of  the  planters,  who  are  able  to  take  their 
wagons  and  cross  a  very  bad  mountain,  (part  of  the  Cum- 
berland,) haul  their  salt  over  from  Winchester,  which 
is  forty-five  miles  from  this  place.  Is  this  not  oppressive 
to  the  poor?  Would  not  this  gwernmental  monopolist 
wring  irom  the  distressed  orphan,  widow,  and  war-worn 
soldier,  all  their  earthly  sustenance  ?  And  yet  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States — this  boasted  -land  of  liberty 
and  equal  laws,  countenances  such  oppressive  acts.  Why 
does  Mr.  White  not  sell  as  low  here  on  the  river  as  at 
Winchester,  after  carr}'ing  his  salt  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty miles,  fifty-five  by  land,  and  that,  too,  the  very  same 
salt?  The  answer  is  obvious.  At  Winchester  there  is 
some  competition;  it  is  not  so  far  from  Nashville,  where 
foreign  salt  may  be  obtained.  And  tliis  is  why  he  sells  it 
lower  there  than  at  this  place. 

We  are  here  fenced  in  with  almost  impassable  moun- 
tains, at  a  great  distance  from  any  commercial  depot,  and 
without  the  means  of  shunning  the  exorbitant  exactions  of 
these  vampyrcs,  who  take  the  bread  from  the  mouths  of 
our  children  with  the  calculating  coldness  of  an  Arab; 
and  these  acts  arc  legalized  by  a  Congress  of  freemen. 
We  are  glad  to  hear  the  stern  voice  of  indignation  at  thi^ 
oppression,  uttered  by  some  of  the  patriotic  republicans 
of  that  body;  and  we  should  glory  in  being  among  the 
most  persecuted  victims,  if  by  that  means  this  most  per- 
nicious system  of  monopoly  could  be  overturned. 

Query  3d — We  have  no  foreign  salt  here  for  sale;  two 
years  ago  some  gentlemen  brought  a  few  bushels  from 
Nashville,  and  sold  it  for  one  dollar  and  eighty-seven  and 
a  half  cents  per  fif\y  pounds,  underselling  the  s^lt  gentle- 
men here  at  that  time.  The  domestic  salt  has  got  lower 
than  it  was  four  years  ago.  Then  it  was  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  now  one  dollar  and  eighty-seven  cents  to  two 
dollars. 

The  freight  from  New  Orleans  to  Nashville  is  one  cent 
per  pound,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  merchant  of  this  place, 
and  from  Nashville  to  this  place  one  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  pound. 

4.  There  is  a  depot  here,  and  another  at  Ditto's  landing, 
as  I  am  told,  for  selling  salt.  These  places  are  about  fifty- 
five  miles  apart'by  land.  The  remaining  part  of  the  ques- 
tion I  do  not  know  any  thing  about. 

5.  Colonel  White,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  good  au- 
thority, leased  the  Preston  salt  works,  in  what  is  called 
New  Virginia,  for  nine  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  annu- 


ally; but  1  am  further  informed  that  the  lease  is  out,  and 
the  works  are  to  go  into  active  operation  to  compete  ^th 
White,  he  having  let  them  lie  idle  heretofore;  these  arc 
•«  dead  wells,*'  but  the  number  of  dead  wells  he  has  I  am 
unable  to  inform  you. 

6.  Salt  is  sold  here  by  weight,  fifty  pounds  to  the 
bushel;  and  fifty  pounds  (the  bushel)  of*  the  salt  which  I 
tried,  (without  pressing,)  measured  IjlSBA',*^^^*^  solid 
inches,  making  4  grallons  1  fVl^Tr  quarts,  dry  measure, 
which  is  but  very  little  over  half  a  measuretl  bushel. 
Therefore,  when  salt  is  two  dollars  the  fif\y  pounds,  we 
have  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  sixty-six  and 
a  half  cents  the  measured  bushel.  This  is  oppression  in  a 
free  country* — this  is  the  fruit  of  the  tariff. 

7.  In  selling  by  the  barrel,  the  weight  of  the  barrel, 
and  the  net  weight  of  salt,  is  sometimes,  and  most  com- 
monly, placed  on  the  barrel;  but  the  weight  of  the  bar- 
rel is  marked  much  less  tlian  its  real  weight. 

They  make  no  deduction  for  the  drying  of  the  sal\ 
One  barrel  I  particularly  weighed  out,  and  it  lost  twenty 
pounds;  and  1  am  credibly  informed  that  some  have  lost 
as  mucJi  as  fifty. 

8.  The  monopolists  here  sell  for  money,  or  cotton  at 
the  cash  price,  which  is  the  same  thing  as  monej".^  Tbcy 
do  not  credit  their  salt.  There  is  always  two  prices  for 
cotton  here — a  casli  and  discount  price.  Merchants,  in 
taking  in  cotton  for  their  accounts,  give  more  for  it  than 
they  will  in  money;  and  this  is  called  the  discount  price. 
The  salt  gentlemen  sell  tlieir  salt  for  cotton,  at  the  caiU 
price.  The  remaining  part  of  the  query  I  know  nothing 
about. 

9.  The  monopolists  have  fallen  here,  since  they  fiml 
that  people  would  go  to  Nashville  for  their  salt,  if  they 
did  not.  But  they  know  at  what  price  to  keep  it  up; 
they  know  the  planters  cannot  take  the  trouble  to  go  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  to  Nashville,  to  get  a  little  salt; 
and  they  knowrthat  no  person  dares  to  compete  with  them, 
as  they  could  instantly  reduce  the  price  of^  their  salt,  and 
thereby  ruin  their  competitor. 

10.  They  certainly  must  realize  great  gains,  or  they 
would  not  give  nine  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  annually  for 
one  manufactory,  to  let  it  lie  idle.  Why  does  not  Con- 
gress lease  all  the  salt  works  in  the  United  State*;,  and 
let  them  lie  idle,  and  tlien  knock  the  duty  off  of  salt,  if 
they  wish  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  salt,  by  fillin^- 
the  pockets  of  the  manufacturers?  It  would  be  mucii 
better  for  the  people.  They  would  be  great  gainers  Iv 
purchasing  the  salt  work.s,  and  demolishing  them,  or  let- 
ting them  out  at  a  small  rate,  and  then  striking*  the  di.ty 
from  salt. 

The  remaining  queries,  I.  am  in  hopes,  will  find  abler 
persons  to  answer  them  than  I. 

Communieation  from  a  met  ting  of  the  citizens  of  Afcdiffn 
county,  Alabama,  Bth  of  November,  1830,  the  ssvhjert  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  William  //.  Glasscock,  and  authenticated 
by  the  signatures  of   Tliomas  Miller,    Presidettt,   and 
Charles  A.  Jones,  tSccretary. 

Answer  to  1st.  The  salt  consumed  here  is  almost  ex- 
clusively obtained  from  Col.  James  White's  manufuctoiy, 
of  Virginia,  and  sold  by  his  agents  in  East  Tennessee,  a 
part  of  North  Alabama,  and  West  Tennessee. 

To  the  21.  We  can  give  no  definitive  answer. 

3d.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  is  one  dollar  and  twenty, 
five  cents  per  bushel,  by  the  barrel,  or  one  dollar  and 
seventy -five  cents  by  the  suiglc  bushel.  Foreign  salt  sells  at 
about  the  same.  The  freight  of  salt,  from  New  Orleans  to 
Huntsville,  is  about  one  cent  and  three-fourths  per  pound. 

4th.  Colonel  W^hite  has  salt  deposited  in  different  paitSj 
of  this  State,  and  others,  at  various  distances  from  each| 
other,  say  ten  to  fifteen  miles. 

5th.  Preston's  works  were  for  some  time  discontinucdi 
for — say  ten  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  ' 
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6tti.  Unirersally  lold  bv  weight,  allowing  fifty  pounds  to 
the  bushel;  the  mesMired  buabel  will  weigh  from  seventy 
to  eighty  pounds. 

7th.  When  the  salt  is  weighed  out  of  the  barrel,  it  sel- 
dom holds  out,  and  frequently  loses  from  five  to  twenty 
pounds.  We  may  add,  that,  however  honestly  it  may 
have  been  put  up  at  the  works,  it  is  generally  brought 
down  in  open  boats,  subject  to  the  winter  rains,  which 
damage  it  more  or  lessf  and  we  know  of  but  one  of  his 
agents  who  tells  it  any  other  way  than  by  the  marked 
weight. 

8tlt.  Salt  is  sold  for  nothing  else  but  ready  money. 

9th.  Salt  is  sold,  high  or  low,  according  to  competition. 
The  Kenhawa  ground  alum  and  Liverpool  are  brought 
in  but  sparingly,  which  is  the  only  competition. 

10th.  We  believe  that  White  realises  great  gains.  We 
arc  sustained  in  this  opinion,  from  liis  carrying  it  by  land 
twenty.five  or  thirty  miles  faHher,  where  he  meets  with 
competition,  and  selling  it  fur  less  than  he  does  here. 

11th.  Wholly  unfit. 

12th.  It  will  not  be  received  for  either. 

lotij.  We  can  give  no  correct  answer. 

Uth.  It  is  indispensable  for  stock  of  all  kinds.  It  is  thought 
they  require  more  in  the  W^estern  States  tlian  maritime 
States,  owmg,  probably,  to  the  absence  of  the  sea  breeze, 
and  rapor  impregnated  with  salt  conung  from  the  sea,  and 
:Lligl]ting  on  the  vegetable  matter.  Stock  of  all  kinds 
should  be  salted  twice  a  week;  but,  owing  to  the  high 
price  of  salt,  the  stock  are  probably  not  salted  more  than 
once  in  two  weeks,  on  an  average.  From  the  best  ac- 
counts, tliree  thousand  barrels  of  salt  are  consumed  an- 
nually  in  Bfadison  county,  averaging  about  six  bushels  (of 
fi%  pounds)  to  the  barrel.  The  population  being  about 
twenty-seven  thousand,  gives  us  an  average  of  thirty-three 
pounds  and  one-tliird  to  each  person.  Were  those  heavy 
duties  taken  off,  the  consumption  would  be  much  greater. 

15th.  Salt  is  thought  to  be  useful  in  preserving  hay,  fod- 
der, and  clover;  each  will  keep  well  if  sprinkled  over  with 
it,  though  not  thoroughly  cured  when  put  up.  More- 
over, our  pork  is  often  spoiled  from  the  want  of  a  suffi- 
ciency  of  salt  to  pack  it  up  in,  which  we  cannot  obtain  on 
account  of  the  high  price.  Thousands,  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds  are  often  lost  from  that  circumstance 
alone.  Alum  salt  would  be  an  immense  saving  to  North 
Alabama,  in  that  one  particular. 

Reioloed,  therefore,  unaniwously.  That  tlie  delegation 
from  this  State,  as  well  as  those  of  our  sister  States,  have 
our  unfeigned  thanks  for  their  exertions  and  co-operation 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  witli  Mi*.  Denton,  in  endea- 
voring to  repeal  tlie  duty  on  salt;  and  that  we  request  our 
delegation  to  use  their  utmost  to  effect  the  repeal  of  a 
tax  so  burdensome  to  us,  and  of  no  ultimate  advantage  to 
any  State. 

Communteaiton  from  Cohnel  F.  W.  Burton,  formerly  of 
North  Carolina,  now  of  Murfreeahoroughf  Ihnneeaee, 
dated  December  8,  1&30. 

Your  favor  of  July  last,  propounding  fifteen  queries  on 
the  state  of  the  salt  trade  in  the  Western  States,  was  re- 
ceived in  due  time.  To  the  thirteen  first  of  these  queries, 
I  am  sure  that  the  commercial  gentlemen  of  the  country 
can  render  a  milch  more  correct  and  satisfactory  answer 
than  I  can. 

To  the  fourteentli  I  will  observe,  that  salt  is  indispen- 
»bly  necessary  to  the  good  condition  of  horses,  horned 
cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  in  the  Western  States.  It  is  bene- 
ficial in  the  maritime  States  likewise,  and  the  more  so  as 
jou  recede  from  the  seaboard.  The  watery  constituent 
parts  of  the  atmosphere  on  the  seaboard  take  with  them 
salt,  which  » inhaled  by  these  animals,  and  thereby  they 
are  supplied  with  that  salt  which  is  necessary  for  the  health- 
ful condition  of  all  animals,  both  granivorous  and  herbu- 
lent,  and  to  some  of  those  tliat  are  carnivorous.  The  quan- 
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tity  of  salt,  per  head,  to  jeach  kind  of  stock,  will  depend 
on  the  food  with  which  they  are  supplied.  If  with  ^^n, 
less;  if  with  herbs^  more  salt.  I  am  sure,  if  the  price  of 
salt  be  reduced,  the  farmers  in  this  section  of  the  country 
would  give  their  stock  a  better  supply,  and  that  their  im- 
provement would  be  in  proportion  to  the  increased  quan- 
tity given.  To  err,  by  an  excess,  is  not  to  be  appre- 
hended. 

To  the  fifteenth  query  I  will  remark,  that  the  use  of  salt, 
in  the  preservation  of  hay,  is  well  expended.  And  if  new 
mowed  hay,  or  clover,  or  other  grasses,  be  packed,  a 
layer  of  hay,  and  a  laver  of  straw,  either  wheat,  oats,  or 
rye,  and  a  good  supply  of  salt  to  each  layer  be  added,  you 
make  the  best  jof  food  for  horses  and  cattle. 

I  approve,  very  highly,  your  intention  to  repeal,  if  you 
can,  the  salt  tax,  totally  and  promptly.  In  this,  and  all 
efforts  of  your  useful  li^,  I  wish  you  success. 

Communieationfrom  General  William  Ball,  of  Sumner 
county,  .Thinessprr  dated  December  8,  1830. 

I  received  your  ''qiWries  on  the  state  of  the  salt  trade 
in  the  Western  States,"  in  due  time;  and  have  delayed 
answering  tliem,  only  that  I  might  obtain  all  the  informa- 
tion witliin  my  reach  necessary  to  a  correct  reply.  The 
queries  will  be  answered  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
proposed,  Nos.  1,  2,  &c.,  answering  to  the  corresponding 
numbers  in  the  queries. 

1.  The  salt  made  at  the  Kenhawa  works,  from  whence 
a  large  portion  of  the  supply  for  this  State,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, Indiana,  and  lUinoiSy  is  obtained,  is  monopolized. 

2.  The  monopolists  have  depots  and  agents  in  the  dif- 
ferent States,  supplied  by  them,  who  are  required  to  ac- 
count quarterly  for  sales,  which  are  ^ade  for  cash,  and  at 
prices  fixed  by  the  monopolists. 

3.  The  prices  of  domestic  and  foreign  salt  vary  from 
seventy  to  one  hundred  cents  per  bushel  of  fifty  pounds. 
Freight  from  New  Orleans  may  be  had  at  fifty  cents  per 
hundred  pounds. 

4.  Answered  in  No.  2. 

5.  I  hkve  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  infor- 
mation as  to  this  query. 

6.  Salt  is  sold  in  this  State,  and  throughout  the  Western 
country,  by  weight.  The  measured  bushel  weighs  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  pounds  more  than  the  weighed 
bushel. 

7.  An  allowance  is  made  for  the  weight  of  the  barrel, 
though  none  for  the  loss  of  salt  in  drying. 

8.  Is  answered,  in  part,  previously.  The  price  is  higher 
since  the  monopoly. 

9.  The  price  of  salt  is  reflated  by  the  quantity  in 
market.  The  quantity  of  foreign,  or  other  domestic  salt, 
brought  to  this  market,  is  inconsiderable. 

10.  The  monopolists  realize  great  gains. 

1 1 .  Although  Kenhawa  salt  Is  very  superior  to  any  other 
domestic  salt  broueht  to  this  market,  I  am  mformed  that 
nearly  all  the  beef  and  pork  from  the  Western  country  is 
repacked  in  foreign  salt,  either  for  shipment,  or  for  the 
army  or  navy. 

12.  See  No.  11. 

13.  I  am  not  informed  as  to  the  price  of  repaclung  beef 
or  pork  which  has  been  put  up  in  domestic  salt. 

14.  The  necessity  and  advantage  of  giving  salt  to  stock 
of  every  kind  is  universally  admitted.  It  is  indispensable 
in  the  Western  States,  and  ought  to  be  given  to  all  kinds 
of  stock  about  once  a  week,  and  to  each  head  of  horses 
or  cattle  from  two  to  four  ounces  at  a  time,  and  less  than 
half  that  quantity  to  sheep  or  hogs,  though  farmers  in  this 
section  are  prevented  from  giving  their  stock  the  neces- 
sary quantum  of  salt,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  the  articlCi 

15.  The  use  and  advantage  of  salt  in  preserving  of  hay, 
fodder,  and  clover,  is  admitted  by  all  practical  tannerii 
although  but  feW  avail  themselves  of  the  advantage,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  salt. 
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Communieatumjrom  LieuUnani  Gooemor  Breathiti,  of  Ken- 
iudcy^  dated  BUaatUoiUe,  Nov.  16,  1830. 

My  information  wUl  not  enable  me  to  answer  your  favor 
on  the  state  of  the  salt  trade  in  detail. 

From  the  general  opinion  on  the  subject^  there  is  no 
doubt  there  was,  during  the  last  year,  an  extensive  salt 
monopoly  supplied  from  the  Kenhawa  works.  Depots 
were  had  principally  on  the  watercourses  for  salt,  where 
it  was  vended  by  dieir  agents,  sometimes  on  a  credit  of 
four  or  six  months.  Whether  it  continues  the  present 
season,  I  am  not  advised.  Those  depots  extended  to  Ten- 
nessee. Sales  were  made  for  money.  There  is  but  little 
foreign  salt  brought  into  this  neighborhood:  I  cannot, 
•therefore,  state  the  dlflTerence  in  price.  This  neighbor- 
hood is  supplied  from  the  Illinois  saline,  and  the  Kenhawa 
salt  from  the  latter  is  preferred  to  preserve  meat.  It  is 
not  so  white  and  clean  as  tliat  from  the  saline.  It  is  usually 
sold  by  weight— ^0  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  when  sold  by  the 
barrel.  The  tare  of  the  barrel  is  taken  off,  and  the  salt  is 
generally  weighed  at  the  time  of  sale.  It  is,  however, 
sometimes  other«i*ise.  About  this  time  last  year,  the  com- 
mon price,  at  this  place,  was  one  dollar  per  bushel;  now, 
it  may  be  purchased  at  seventy-five  cents.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  salt  is  indispensable  for  the  use  of  stock,  and 
particularly  in  this  country.  Much  stock  has  been  raised 
upon  the  grazing  the  forest  affords,  and  if  they  are  fur* 
nished  plentifully  with  salt,  they  are  fat.  Hence  the  ne- 
cessity of  its  being  as  cheap  as  possible,  and  because,  also, 
of  its  universal  use  by  all*  I  was  pleased  at  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  last  session  on  coffee,  tea,  molasses,  and  salt. 
I  should  be  pleased,  however,  to  s^e  the  duties  retained  on 
manufactured  articles,  so  tliat  our  own  manufactories  may 
enter  into  competition  with  foreign  ones,  and  make  a  rea- 
sonable profit.  I  would  not  have  them  to  have  unreason- 
able profit:  then  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  one  portion  fop 
the  benefit  of  the  other.  The  point  to  stop  at  is  one  of 
difficulty,  and  requires  p-eut  experience  and  much  re- 
search. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  occasionally. 

Statement  of  the  lion.  Mr,  Lyon,  of  Kentucky. 

lliat,  being  a  member  of  a  mercantile  house  which  re- 
ceived a  quantity  of  salt  from  the  Kenhawa  Salt  Company, 
to  sell  on  commission,  in  the  years  1826-*7,  with  instruc- 
tions to  sell  at  the  original  mark  or  lick  weight,  finding 
many  of  the  barrels  greatly  deficient  in  weighs  varying 
from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  they  re  weighed,  and  sold  a  quan- 
tity at  the  real  weight;  that,  when  the  agent  of  the  com- 
pany came  on,  he  was  dissatisfied,  and  said  it  was  their 
custom  to  sell  elsewhere  at  the  original  mark,  and  that  it 
must  be  so  sold  there,  which  they  refused  to  do.  Tlic 
agency,  and  the  salt  on  hand,  were  transferred  to  other 
hands;  and  that  he  has  great  reason  to  believe  the  neces- 
sities of  the  people,  in  many  in«tiinccs,  compelled  them  to 
purchase  the  deficient  barrels  at  their  marked  weight. 

Also,  that,  being  in  company  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Benton, 
of  the  Senate,  in  ascending  the  Ohio  from  Cincinnati,  last 
fall,  on  board  the  steamboat  Emigrant,  said  to  belong  to, 
and  be  in  the  employ  of,  the  Kenhawa  Salt  Company, 
which  was  towing  a"  keel-boat  to  Maysville,  Kentuck\% 
loaded  with  alum  or  foreign  salt,  and  delivered  there  for 
the  purpose  of  salting  pork  in  that  part  of  Kentucky. 

Feb,  1830. 

Communjcaiion  from  Central  Milroy,  of  Delphi,  Indiana, 

doled  ^ov.  25,  1830. 

I  received  your  letter  requesting  information  relative  to 
the  salt  trade  of  this  country.  My  limited  acquaintance 
with  mercantile  business  will  enable  me  to  say  but  little 
from  my  own  knowledge  on  the  subject.  I  can  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  belief  is  universal,  and  uncontradicted  in 
this  part  of  the  countr>',  that  agents  employed  by  the  salt 


manu&cturers  furnish  exclusively  the  supply  of  that  article 
for  the  valley  of  the  Wabash;  and  that  none  is  permitted 
to  be  vended  by  otliers,  so  fiir  as  can  be  prevented  by  them; 
and  that  those  agents  are  regulated  by  fixed  prices,  under 
which  they  may  not  sell,  but  can  raise  the  price  in  propor- 
tion to  the  demand.  It  is  also  believed  that  a  scarcity  of 
salt  is  frequently  occasioned  by  the  inadequacy  of  the  ma- 
nufactories to  produce  sufficient  supplies,  or  that  those 
monopolists  hoard  it  up  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  exor- 
bitant prices;  neither  of  which  causes  would  operate  to 
produce  tlie  scarcity  and  high  price  so  oppressive  to  the 
West,  was  the  salt  trade  \cti  open  to  tlie  natural  course  of 
competition. 

Tne  monopoly  of  the  salt  trade  is  notorious,  and  is  one 
of  the  greatest  grievances  to  be  complained  of  in  the  West; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  unrestricted  importation  of  alum 
salt  IS,  perhaps,  the  only  method  which  can  be  ftdopte<l 
effectually  to  break  it  down,  unless  Congress  should  tliink 
proper  to  declare  it  a  criminal  offence  to  attempt  a  mono- 
poly of  any  article  of  necessary  consumption,  as  the  Rritish 
Parliament  has  done,  and  render  such  offence  punishable 
by  fine  and  imprisonment,  which  even  would  not  be  so 
effectual. 

It  Will  not  be  disputed  but  that  a  supply  of  alum  salt  is 
necessary  in  the  West,  even  if  the  domestic  salt  was  ob- 
tainable unembarrassed  by  monopoly,  from  its  superior 
qualities  in  the  preservation  of  beef  and  pork  in  a  southern 
market,  where  we  must  of  necessity  send  our  surplus  of 
those  articles.  It  is  believed  by  stock  raisers,  that  a  much 
larger  quantity  of  salt  is  necessary  for  stock  in  the  West- 
ern than  in  the  Atlantic  States,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the 
nature  of  the  food  on  which  they  are  subsisted,  and  the 
diseases  to  which  they  are  subject. 

I  should  have  been  much  gratified  to  have  been  able  to 
furnish  you  information  on  all  the  points  on  which  you  re- 
qiiest  it,  and  should  have  done  it  most  cheerfully  had  I 
been  in  possession  of  it.  Not  doubting,  however,  but  that 
the  method  you  have  taken  will  elicit  it  in  abiuulance,  I 
shall,  therefore,  rest  satisfied,  anxiouslv  desiring  the  suc- 
cessful result  of  your  efforts  to  repeal  the  salt  tax  entirely, 
concurring  with  you  in  opinion  that  it  is  the  best  service 
that  can  Ije  rendered  to  the  West  next  to  the  graduation 
of  the  price  of  public  lands:  in  both  of  which  great  West- 
ern measures,  you  have  the  concurrence  of  a  vast  majority 
of  tlie  West  most  ardently  wishing  you  success. 

Communicalion  from  General  Tipfon,  of  Indiana,  dated 
Logansport,  Indiana,  Nov,  24,  1830. 

Your  printed  letter  of  July  last  has  been  duly  rcceivctl, 
and  I  have  made  strict  inquiry  of  mercliants,  and  other 
gentlemen  of  intelligence  of  this  vicinity,  in  relation  to  the 
salt  monopoly.  From  facts  collected  from  them,  and  some 
witliin  my  own  knowledge,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  there  is,  and  has  been  for  years,  a  monopoly  of  ih:.t 
article,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  poorer  class  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Indiana. 

Deposits  for  the  sale  of  salt  are  established  along  tiie 
Ohio  and  the  Wabash  rivei-s,  at  from  Uilrty  to  forty  miles 
from  each  other,  by  monopolists  from  Kcnliawa,  in  Virgi- 
nia, and  from  Kentucky.  One  agent  of  these  moncpolists 
is  at  this  village;  another  at  Lafayette,  forty  miles  below, 
who  rise  or  fall  in  their  prices  according  to  the  compet  • 
tion  they  meet,  and,  by  this  means,  oppress  the  poor,  and 
amass  wealth  to  themselves  to  a  very  large  amount  per 
annum. 

I'be  salt  manufactured  at  the  wells  at  Kenhawa,  and  in 
Kentucky,  will  not  ])reserve  pork  in  the  Southern  climate. 
In  the  winter  of  1822  I  dcscended.the  rivers  to  New  Or- 
leans, with  a  quantity  of  pork  put  up  with  salt  made  at 
tlie  wells  of  these  monopolists.  Soon  after  my  arri^*al 
at  New  Orleans;  I '  was  compelled  to  purchase  Turk's 
Island  salt,  and  repack  my  pork;  thereby  incurring  an  ex- 
pense of  one  hundred  and  fifVy  dollars. 
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Duty  on  Jilum  Salt, 


[SVKATK. 


I  have  no.  doubt  that  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  In- 
diana to  repeal  the  law  levying  »  duty  on  foreign  salt. 

Vommumealian  from  /.  G,  Read,  Esq.  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate  in  the  State  of  Indiana^  dated  Waehlngton  County^ 
Sac,  30,  1830. 

I  received  yours  of  July  last,  and  am  sorry  tliat  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  g^ve  you  a  more  full  account  of  the  subject 
matter  therein  contained.  Relative  to  the  act  of  last  win- 
ter reducing  the  duty  on  salt,  I  have  only  to  say  that,  in 
this  section,  it  met  with  almost  universal  satisfaction,  and 
a  preat  anxiety  is  expressed  that  the  entire  duty  be  taken 
off  this  winter. 

I  now  proceed  to  answer,  in  a  brief  and  concise  manner, 
1  few  of  the  queries  propounded  by  you. 

1st  «« Whether  the  trade,"  &c.— It  is,  but  at  what 
vorks  particularly  I  do  not  know.  The  monopoly  extends 
throagiiout  this  State,  and,  I  am  informed,  generally 
throughout  the  Western  States. 

3d.  "The  price,"  &c. — Domestic  salt  is  $1  25;  foreign 
^l  50.  The  iVeight  from  New  Orleans  is  one  dollar  per 
hundred. 

4th.  "  Whether,"  &c. — They  have;  the  depots  are  ge- 
neraUy  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles. 

6lh.  «  Whether  salt,"  &c.— It  is  sold  by  weight,  50  lbs. 
to  the  bushel;  a  weighed  bushel  will  not  measure  more 
than  three  pecks. 

8ih.  "  Whetlier/'  &c.--Thcy  sell  only  for  cash  in  hand. 
The  price  is  higher  since  the  monopoly. 

9th.  "Do  the,"  &c. — I  do  not  know,  but  presume  tliey 
do.    Foreign  salt  competes  with  them. 

llth.  ••  Whether,"  &c.— It  is  not. 

I8th.  "The  expense,"  &c. — Some  few  years  ag^,  I 
had  a  number  of  barrels  repacked  in  New  Orleans,  which 
had  been  put  up  in  domestic  salt:  it  cost  me  $1  12 J  per 
t>arre1,  and  12}  cents  for  each  hoop  that  was  fumisliea  in 
the  place  of  those  that  got  broken  in  the  process.  I  pre- 
wme  the  price  u  nearly  the  same  yet. 

Uth.  "  The  necessity,"  &c. — Salt  to  stock  in  this  coun* 
try  is  of  great  importance;  without  it,  but  few  could  be 
nised.  It  prevents  many  disorders,  &c. ;  and  many  farm- 
tt%  here  are  prevented,  from  the  high  price  and  scarcity 
of  salt,  to  give  them  what  they  need. 

15th.  "  The  use,"  &c.— It  is  of  great  use.  It  is  found 
to  be  an  advantage  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  to  hay,  particu- 
^X  praiiie  hay,  tliat  b  of  little  or  no  use  without  salt,  is 
foQnd  to  be  almost  equal  to  fodder  when  properly  put  up 
iosalt. 

(mmumeation  from  Crcn.  TV.  H.  Harrison^  of  Ohio,  dated 
JVashingion  City,  Feb.  5,  1831. 

I  lave  always  auppoted,  and  everv  year's  experience 
confirms  me  in  the  opinion,  that  the  duty  on  salt  (at  least 
the  high  rate  of  duty  lately  paid)  was  injurious  to  the  in- 
terest of  agriculture  in  that  part  of  the  Western  country 
in  which  I  reside.  One  of  our  staples,  and  the  ope  which 
I  believe  yields  the  most  profit  to  Uie  fitrmer,  is  pork. 
The  increase  of  its  manufacture  (if  I  may  so  call  it,  mean- 
ing the  preparation  of  it  in  barrels  for  exportation)  is 
altogether  astonishing.  It  is  believed  that,  in  Cincinnati 
alone,  there  were  slaughtered  and  packed  this  year  one 
Hundred  thousand  hogs,  averaging  at  least  six  dollars,  and 
thus  scattering  $600,000  amongst  the  farmers.  It  is  ascer- 
^ned,  beyond  contradiction,  that  sea  salt  is  necessary  to 
prevent  its  spoiling  in  its  passage  through  the  hot  climate 
of  the  llississippi,  m  its  course  to  a  foreign  market,  or  to 
our  own  Atlantic  ports.  In  both  of  these,  our  pork,  of  late 
y<^rs,  has  acquired  a  very  high  character.  Tliis  is  due  to 
^^^  experience  which  has  been  acquired  in  packing,  and 
to  the  exclusive  use,  when  it  can  be  procurcdy  of  sea  salt. 
Before  that  article  was  brought  to  Cincinnati  by  the  steam- 
boa^s,  the  pork  which  was  prepared  with  the  Western 


salt  was  always  repacked  at  New  Orleans,  when  sent  to 
a  market  beyond  that  place,  at  an  expense  of  one  dollar 
per  barrel,  and  sometimes  with  a  considerable  deduction 
from  the  quantity,  from  the  rejection  of  tainted  pieces. 
And,  indeed,  after  its  arrival  at  the  foreign  market,  it 
brought  a  much  leas  price  than  the  pork  of  the  Atlantic 
States,  which  had  been  cured  with  sea  salt.  From  these 
facts,  it  must  be  evident,  that,  in  proportion  to  the  abun- 
dance and  the  cheapness  of  sea  salt  in  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati, the  price  of  pork  must,  in  a  great  measure,  be  gov- 
erned, and  the  price  in  that  great  mart  governs  it  in  the 
surrounding  States. 

In  the  year  1826  or  %  the  pork  market  opened  in  Cin- 
cinnati tolerably  well;  but  the  pork  dealers  from  the  At- 
lantic  cities,  finding  a  great  deficiency  of  sea  salt,  and  that 
at  A  very  high  price,  refused  to  purchase^  and  Uie  article 
fell  to  0  and  ^  50  per  hundrea. 

The  objection,  in  the  Western  country,  that  has  been 
urged  against  abolishing  or  reducing  the  duty  on  salt,  is, 
the  apprehension  that  it  may  destroy  the  Western  manu- 
factories of  that  article.  Against  the  probability  of  this 
occurrence  is  the  fact  of  the  advance  of  price  in  the  do- 
mestic article  of  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  per 
centuitv  in  the  course  of  six  or  seven  vears.  I  am  not  able 
to  say  what  is  the  cost  of  manufacturing  the  domestic  arti- 
cle at  the  several  works  in  the  Western  country.  I  have 
understood,  and  believe,  that  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  cents 
was  considered  a  fair  price  for  it  in  Cincinnati  some  vears 
agfo.  It  is  not  now  sold  lower  than  fif^  cents;  and,  for 
some  time  in  December  last,  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per 
bushel  of  50  lbs.  was  charged  for  it. 

I  will  add  the  further  fact  against  the  successful  compe- 
tition of  the  imported  with  the  Western  salt  for  domestic 
purposes,  for  which  the  latter  is  equally  jpood  with  the 
farmer,  that  the  salting  of  pork  commencmg  in  the  be- 
ginning  of  December,  the  salt  roust  be  imported  in  the 
spring  which  is  intended  to  supply  the  market— the  usual- 
ly low  state  of  the  rivers  in  the  summer  and  hl\  prevent- 
ing the  navinition  in  these  seasons.  The  investment  of 
money,  therefore,  by  the  merchant  io  the  article  must  be 
made  at  least  six  months  before  he  can  eifect  a  sale  of  it. 

Commumcation  frotfi  Jo/tn  C  Webb,  iSs?.  of  MtMtouri, 
dated  Cape  Girardeau,  county  of  Jatkson,  Jfovember  24, 
1830. 

1  saw  in  the  Jackson  Mercury,  August  30,  a  request  of 
yours  to  the  citizens  of  the  West  for  information  or  an- 
swers to  several  queries  on  the  article  of  salt.  Consider- 
ing myself  interested  in  the  matter,  I  shall  endeavor  to  an- 
swer them  so  far  as  my  own  knowledge  of  the  matter 
extends. 

To  the  first  query  I  know  but  little  of  myself  fiirther 
than  this:  there  are  some  merchants  amongst  us  that  have 
been  applied  to  for  salt,  and  proposed  trade  in  fMjrment; 
their  reply  was,  they  were  selling  on  commiMon,  aad 
could  take  nothing  else  but  mone^  for  It 

The  second  query  I  know  nothing  about 

3d.  The  price  or  domestic  salt  in  Jadkson,  varies  from 
one  dollar  to  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  fifty  pounds* 
and  that  weighed  with  old  rusty  steelyards  that  will  not 
preponderate,  for  eight  or  ten  pounds.  Foreign  salt  is 
never  lower  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
fifty  pounds.  Domestic,  by  the  barrel,  varies  from  seventy- 
five  t9  eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents?  foreign  ditto,  one 
dollar  per  fifty  pounds  by  the  sack,  after  paying  for  the 
weight  of  the  sack,  and  then  addinff  fifty  cents  more  for 
the  sack.  The  common  fV^ightage  from  New  Orleans  to 
tlie  Cape,  from  seventy-five  cents  to  one  dollar  per  hun- 
dred. 

4th.  As  to  this  query  I  know  nothing  of  myself. 

5th.  This  lUkewise  know  nothing  about 

6th.  This  query  I  have  answered  as  to  the  wcig-ht  per 
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JhUy  on  Akim  Salt, 


[Feb.  8,  1831. 


busbe],  only  the  measured  bushelt  which,  as  near  as  I  can 
say  pointed,  domestic  salt  will  weigh  from  «xty-iive  to 
seventy,  foreign  ditto,  from  seventy-fiTe  to  eighty-five. 

7th.  In  seUinf^  by  tiie  barrel,  thirty  pounds  is  allowed 
for  the  barrel;  if  you  take  it  by  the  nominal  quantity,  you 
pay  seventy-five  cents;  but  if  you  have  it  weighed,  eighty- 
seven  and  a  half  cents  is  most  conmion. 

8th.  As  to  the  manner  of  selling,  it  is  for  money  alone, 
and  that  in  hand;  no  produce  nor  credit  in  the  case  will 
answer. 

9lh.  It  appears  that  there  is  no  competition  here;  when 
there  b  a  scarcity  it  is  sure  to  rise,  and  plenty  never  brings 
it  down  lower  than  the  above  stated  prices. 
10th.  This  query  I  cannot  answer. 
11th.  As  to  domestic  salt  they  will  not  receive  beef  or 
pork  pickled  with  it,  and  it  does  not  answer  for  butter  for 
exportation. 

12tb.  Beef  nor  pork  will  not  be  received  in  New  Or- 
leans if  put  up  in  common  salt. 

13th.  If  any  does  go  down  put  up  in  common  salt,  it 
has  to  be  repacked  with  one  bushel  of  alum  salt  for  each 
barrel. 

14th.  I  have  long  experienced  the  advantage  of  giving 
salt  to  stock  of  every  kind;  if  1  am  working  my  horses,  and 
they  fiul  eating,  give  them  salt  or  salt  and  water  to  drink; 
I  discover  it  immediately  restores  them  to  their  appetite, 
and  they  perform  their  labor  much  better.  Through  the 
winter  I  salt  them  twice  a  week,  and  through  the  working 
season  ever  other  day.  I  find  it  necessary  to  salt  cattle 
through  the  winter  once  a  week,  tliey  eat  their  rougli 
food  much  better,  and  look  better  in  the  spring;  and  when 
the  grass  and  herbs  begin  to  put  up,  I  find  it  necessary  to 
salt  every  other  day,  and  then  through  the  summer  twice 
a  week,  and  have  always  noticed,  if  I  neglected  salting 
one  week,  my  milch  cows  failed  of  their  milk.  I  have 
some  neighbors  that  seldom  salt  their  stock  at  all,  and  I 
take  notice  that  my  cattle  look  as  well  in  the  spring  as 
theirs  do  in  the  fall.  Their  reason  for  not  salting  tliey 
say  is,  that  salt  is  so  dear.  Sheep  and  hogs  require  salt 
at  any  rate  once  a  week  through  the  summer;  hogs  put 
up  fatten  much  better  by  being  well  salted. 

15th.  The  advantage  of  salt  for  damaged  hay  I  know  is 
great.  I  have  seen  hay  that  looked  like  it  was  almost  en- 
tirely  spoiled,  and  when  stacked  up  with  salt,  cattle  eat  it 
clean,  and  looked  well;  but  salt  selling  so  high  as  it  docs, 
prevents  us  poor  people  from  having  it  by  us  even  for  the 
use  of  our  stock  and  pickling  up  our  meat,  as  nothing  but 
money  will  get  it.  Go  to  a  merchant,  and  ask  if  he  wants 
any  kind  of  produce,  if  he  says  yes— well,  I  will  bring  it 
at  such  a  day-*4  want  some  salt  to  pickle  up  my  meat,  for 
I  have  got  no  money — his  reply  is,  my^t  is  a  cash^article; 
I  cannot  sell  it  for  produce.  Well,  I  am  obliged  to  have 
salt;  if  you  will  trust  me  a  little  while,  I  will  pay  you  tho 
money  for  it.  His  reply  then  is,  1  merely  bring  salt  for 
accommodation;  I  make  nothing  on  it;  I  must  have  the 
nonejr  down,  or  otherwise,  wttl  reply,  I  am  selling  on 
commission,  and  am  obliged  to  have  the  mimey.  On  these 
terms  I  have  known  men  to  do  without  salt  until  they  had 
suffered  considerably  for  want  of  that  article,  unless  they 
coidd  borrow  of  a  neighbor. 

Honorable  sir,  if  your  interference  in  Congress  can 
mitigate  the  matter,  it  will  confer  a  very  requisite  favor  on 
our  ndghborhood. 

Mr.  B.,  afler  rea(£ng  or  referring  to  these  communica- 
tions, which  were  given  under  the  authors'  names,  stated 
that  he  had  another  of  ytry  material  import  which  he 
would  read  to  the  Senate,  but  without  the  name.  He  bad 
the  less  reluctance  in  doing  thin,  because  he  had  endea- 
vored to  give  to  the  agent  of  the  Kenhawa  company,  who 
lud  been  in  attendance  upon  the  other  House  during  the 
session,  an  opportunity  to  answer.  He  had  communicated 
the  statement  to  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, whose  name  he  was  at  liberty  to  mention,  [Mr.  J. 


S.  Baaboub,  of  Virginia,]  for  the  express  purpose  of 
enabling  tlie  agent  to  answer  it  before  that  comnuttee, 
but  who  had  not  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity. 

Statement  of  a  citizen  of  Kenhawa^  furnished (u  anonymous^ 
that  he  may  not  eompromixe  his  tronquiUiiy^  but  with 
the  names  of  the  payers  and  receivers  in  the  *'  dead  welt* 
system;  the  names  Mng  now  omitted,  as  it  is  not  the  06* 
ject  of  Mr,  B.  to  interfere  with  individuab,  but  to  expose 
a  system.  • 

'*  Dead  wells  are  now  common  at  the  Kenhawa  salines* 
and  are  giving  to  the  place  a  dilapidated  and  melancholy 
appearance,  and  doing  a  real  injury  to  the  country.  There 
are  many  of  these  dead  wells,  and  monopolizers  pay  the 
owner  for  letting  them  remain  idle.     •     •     •     and     •     • 

*  receive  about  $1,500  per  annum  for  two  dead  wells. 

*  *     *     receives  about  ^,000  per  annum  for  one.     * 

*  *  about  $1,500  per  annum  for  another.  Many  others 
receive  less  or  greater  sums  upon  the  same  terms.  Beadcs 
dead  wells,  there  are  also  unborn  wells,  whose  owners  are 
paid  for  not  letting  them  be  dug.  I  know  several  of 
this  kind.  •  •  •  receives  $1,250  per  annum  not  to 
dig  a  well  on  his  land;  •  •  •  receives  $1,500  annually 
on  the  same  terms;  •  •  •  leceives  $2,500  per  annum 
in  the  same  way;  and  I  liave  no  doubt,  many  others,  and 
it  is  all  a  thing  of  notoriety  in  tlie  neighborhood.  Before 
the  monopoly,  the  price  of  salt  was  about  a  shilling  a 
bushel,  as  it  is  called,  and  as  often  under  as  above  that 
price,  and  it  could  be  got  for  any  kind  of  trade;  since  the 
monopoly,  it  is  fif^y  cents  casli,  and  none  will  be  sold  for 
retail  to  the  people  of  the  States,  except  to  those  who  will 
bind  themselves  to  avoid  competition  with  the  monopoliz- 
ers at  their  depots.  The  company  that  monopolize  the 
works  are  the  chief  shippers,  and  through  their  agents 
retail  to  tlie  people  in  most  of  the  Western  States,  fixing 
their  own  price,  their  own  weight,  and  the  quantity  which 
each  State  is  to  have,  except  so  far  as  they  are  intei-fercd 
with  by  alum  salt  from  New  Orleans.'* 

Ahtr  reading,  or  referring  to  tlie  extracts  of  evidence, 
taken  before  the  Committee  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  salt  duties,  and  reading  or  stating  the  com- 
munications received  by  himself  from  citizens  of  the  West- 
cm  States,  Mr.  Bewtov  proceeded  to  make  copious  and 
extended  remarks  upon  the  uses  of  salt  in  agriculture  and 
manufactures;  the  diflerence  between  the  impure  and  in- 
ferior salt  made  by  boiling  well  water,  and  the  clean,  pure 
and  crystallized  salt  made  b^  the  rays  of  the  sun,  in  hot 
climates,  out  of  the  water  oft  the  sea;  the  variety  of  uses 
to  which  the  well  water  salt  was  wholly  unfit  and  inade- 
quate; and  the  cruel  injustice,  on  the  part  of  tlie  Federal 
Government,  of  expelling  the  pure  salt  from  tlie  country 
by  an  oppressive  tax,  which  might  otherwise  be  had  both 
cheap  and  abundant,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  tliem 
to  use  the  inferior  salt  at  an  enormous  and  unconscionable 
price. 

1.  He  remarked  on  the  value  of  salt  to  stock,  as  proved 
by  both  the  English  and  American  testimony.  It  was 
proved  that  the  healtli  of  all  animals  was  preserved  by  it; 
and  with  this  preservation  of  health,  ensued  all  the  advan- 
tages of  increased  growth  and  fattening,  prolonged  life, 
multiplied  offspring;  and  superior  flavor  to  tlie  flesh,  the 
milk,  the  butter,  the  cheese,  the  bacon,  beef,  and  prrk, 
which  were  made  from  them.  In  England,  it  was  com- 
puted that  the  advantage  to  the  stock  from  all  these 
sources  was  25  per  cent  per  annum.  On  one  farm  it  was 
rated  at  about  33|  per  cent. ;  and  the  aggregate  advantage, 
or  rather  the  aggregate  loss  to  the  farmers  for  want  of  salt, 
was  stated  to  exceed  the  annual  amount  of  the  ttx,  v-hich 
was  about  7,000,000  dollars. 

2,  He  remarked  on  the  necessity  of  sun-^made  salt  for 
butter  and  cheese.  If  put  up  in  common  salt,  the  butter 
soon  became  rancid,  and  scrla  at  less  than  half  the  price  of 
alum  salt  butter  at  New  Orleani  and  in  the  West  Indies. 
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He  attributed  the  general  inferiority  of  American  cheese 
to  the  impure  salt  which  was  ulc^d  in  making^  it{  and 
dwelt  upon  the  articles  of  cheese  and  butter  as  sources  of 
wealth  to  the  stock-raisin?  States,  if  duly  improved  by  the 
ttse  of  pure  salt.  He  said  the  exports  of  the  last  years 
had  reached  the  value  of  #177, OCX)  per  annum;  which, 
though  consderable,  was  a  trifle  compared  to  the  con- 
samption  in  our  towns,  and  the  export  to  the  Lower  Mis- 
sissippi. He  considered  the  fiumers  as  losing  the  one-half  of 
their  whole  sales  of  butter  and  cheese,  by  using  artificial 
salt,  made  by  men,  instead  of  unng  the  natural  crystallized 
sUt,  made  by  nature.  To  the  cows  on  dairy  farms,  it  was 
proved  in  £ngiaiid,  that  half  a  bushel  of  salt  per  annum 
was  necessary;  and  tlie  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  all  were 
richer  and  better  flavored  when  that  quantity,  or  more, 
WIS  given.  Common  salt  would  do  for  the  cows  to  lick; 
bnt  alum  salt  was  Indispensable  for  butter  and  cheese  that 
was  to  be  lon^  kept  or  exported. 

3.  In  the  article  of  bacon  he  estimated  the  loss  at  near^ 
It  one-half  in  using  the  flre-made  salt.  Such  bacon  would 
not  sell  for  much  more  than  half  price  in  any  of  our  mar^ 
ket  towns,  and  could  not  be  carried  to  the  Southern  cli- 
mates, or  exported,  without  danger  of  spoiDng  and  be- 
coming a  total  loss.  Such  bacon  was  of^en  a  drug  in  the 
market  at  New  Orleans  at  two  cents  a  pound,  a  mere  re- 
fuse article  at  that  price,  while  the  alum  salt  bacon  was  a 
ready  sale  at  six  or  eight  cents. 

4.  In  pickled  pork.  For  this  puroose  alum  salt  \ifas  in- 
d'tspensable.  The  artificial  salt  would  answer  no  purpose. 
The  poisonous  ingredients  called  slack  and  bittern,  which 
it  contained,  corrupted  the  pork  in  warth  climates,  and 
the  soluble  nature  of  the  salt  itself,  by  dissolving  immedi- 
ately, broaght  all  the  pieces  in  contact,  and  made  each 
aasst  in  destroy! nr  the  other.  The  crystallized  salt,  be- 
ad^ bein^  free  from  slack  and  bittern,  is  large  in  the 
grain,  and  so  fair  inaohLble  that  a  layer  of  it  remains  for 
years  between  each  piece  of  meat,  and  acting  as  a  perpe- 
tual preservative.  Mr.  B.  said  that  bacon  might  be  made, 
after  a  fashion,  with  boiled  salt;  but  pickled  pork  not  at 
all.  Fnr  that  purpose,  the  sun  made  salt  was  a  alne  qua 
Tion.  For  want  of  this  salt,  the  Western  farmers  had  got 
into  the  general  custom  of  making  bacon,  whereby  they 
lost  about  one-third  of  the  product  of  their  hog  stock;  for 
the  bacon  dried  and  wasted  near  a  third  by  the  time  it  was 
sold,  and  would  then  sell  for  no  more  than  pickled  pork, 
wh:ch  lost  not  an  ounce  in  weight  from  the  day  it  was  put 
into  the  barrel  till  sold.  A  difference  of  one-third  to  be 
«aved  in  the  annual  product  of  the  hog  stock,  would  be 
immense  to  the  farmers;  and  this  difference  would  be  sav- 
ed by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  alum  salt. 

5.  In  pickled  beef.  For  this  purpose  alum  salt  is  abso- 
lutely indispensable.  Beef  could  not  be  pickled  without 
it;  and,  therefore,  to  find  a  market,  the  beef  cattle  were 
driven  off  upon  the  hoof.  Mr.  B.  pronounced  it  to  be  a 
losing  business,  a  most  disadvantageous  traffic,  to  any 
country  to  drive  away  its  beef  cattle  to  be  sold  on  the 
hoof.  The  immediate  loss  in  th.«it  operation  was  nearly 
one-half  the  value  of  the  beef,  and  the  whole  loss  of  the 
hide,  tallow,  and  offal;  the  consequential  loss  was,  in  the 
ptirchase  of  leather  and  manufactures  of  leather,  and  the 
purchase  of  soap  and  candles,  and  also  in  the  loss  of  lea- 
ther, soap,  and  candles  for  exportation.  I'ickled  beef  in 
Xew  Orleans  was  usually  from  eight  to  twelve  dollars  a 
barrel,  which  was  from  four  to  six  cents  a  pound.  The 
farmers  of  the  West  usually  sell  their  cattle  at  from  IJ  to 
2§  cents  per  pound;  thus  suffering  a  loss  of  nearly  one-half 
on  the  beef;  the  hide  and  tallow,  which  is  worth  as  much 
*s  the  beef  sells  for  at  such  rates,  being  thrown  into  the 
bargain,  and  gfiven  away.  The  disastrous  effect  of  this 
suicidal  bunness  was  seen  in  every  town  in  the  West, 
where  foreign  hides  from  South  America,  foreign  leather, 
lM>ota,  shoes,  and  saddlery,  and  foreign  soap  and  candles, 
^rom  Burope  and  the  Atlantic  States,  were  duly  exhibited 


for  sale.  Another  disastrous  consequence,  but  not  so  visi« 
ble  to  the  passing  eye,  was  the  loss  of  all  these  articles  fhr 
exportation.  The  exportation  of  soap  and  candles  had 
lately  amounted  to  912,000  dollars  in  the  year;  and  of  lea- 
ther, boots,  shoes,  and  saddlery,  to  450, 000  dollars.  These 
exportations  went  from  the  Atlantic  cities  to  the  West  In- 
dies, and  chiefly  Kf^^  out  of  the  eif^  which  the  Western 
farmers  made  of  their  hides  and  tallow  to  the  drovers. 
They  were  exportations  which  belonged  to  the  West,  not 
only  because  it  produced  tl\e  matenal  out  of  which  the 
manuftictured  articles  were  made,  but  it  was  the  best  place 
for  carrying  on  the  manufitctory  of  them  on  account  of  the 
cheapness  of  provisions,  and  the  facilities  of  exporting  di- 
rect to  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  B.  made  a  further  illustration  of  the  evils  of  driving 
beef  cattle  from  the  West,  in  its  effect  upon  the  internu 
navi^tion  and  domestic  markets  of  the  great  valley.  The 
Mississippi  river  was  to  the  West  what  the  Mediterranean 
sea  was  to  the  Romans;  it  is  mare  noatram^-c^r  sea — and 
the  steamboats  and  other  boats  upon  it  constitute  our  na- 
vigation. The  building  of  these  vessels  g^ves  employment 
to  a  multitude  of  useful  and  respectabla  mechanics;  creates 
a  demand  for  vast  quantities  of  wood,  iron,  paints,  and 
glass;  furniture  of  every  description;  daily  supplies  of  pro- 
visions; wood  for  fuel,  now  estimated  at  a  million  of  dollars 
per  annum;  and  for  an  immense  number  of  persons  to  na- 
vigate and  manage  the  boats.  The  aggregate  of  all  these 
expenditures  connected  with  steamboat  building  and  navi- 
gation, was  several  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and  was 
the  most  profitable  kind  of  expenditure,  for  it  was  carried  to 
the  very  doors  of  the  people,  and  delivered  into  their  hands 
in  their  own  houses.  Having  drawn  the  picture  of  tlie  ad* 
vantages  of  steamboat  navigation  to  the  West,  Mr.B.  ventur- 
ed to  make  the  sug^stion  that  they  would  be  nearly  dou- 
bled by  substituting  a  change  in  the  beef  trade,  from  driv- 
ing the  cattle  on  the  hoof  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  to  sending 
the  beef  pickled  to  New  Orleans  and  the  West  Indies. 
Such  a  change  would  open  a  new  and  immense  head  for 
Ireight  down  the  river,  and  a  corresponding  increase  for 
freight  back;  for  it  was  of  the  nature  of  exports  and  im- 
ports to  emulate  each  other?  it  would  produce  diminished 
prices  for  under  cargo,  of  wliich  salt  would  be  the  chief;  and 
a  corresponding  increase  of  every  expendittire  connected 
with  the  construction  and  navigation  of  steamboats.  He 
then  averred  that  tliis  change,  and  the  stupendous  benefits 
resulting  from  it,  depended  solely  and  exclusively  upon 
the  fh?e  use  of  alum  salt — upon  the  abolition  of  the  duty 
upon  that  article — upon  the  simple  and  obvious  process  of 
permitting  the  Western  people  to  use  tlie  salt  according  to 
their  Wants  and  wishes,  which  God  had  created  for  them 
in  all  the  islands  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  And  he  ridiculed 
with  contemptuous  sarcasm  the  affected  alarms  of  those 
who  expressed  the  fear  that  there  would  not  be  salt  enougli 
if  the  domestic  manufactories  checked  their  operations. 
He  said  it  was  a  fear  that  there  would  be  a  failure  of  sun- 
shine and  sea  water. 

Having  briefly  touched  upon  the  important  uses  of  salt  in 
agriculture,  and  especially  for  stock  and  provisions,  Mr. 
B.  proceeded  to  notice  the  disadvantages  under  which  the 
farmers  of  the  Western  States  labored  with  respect  to  that 
article.  At  the  head  of  the  list  of  these  disadvantages,  or 
oppressions,  as  they  might  with  greater  propriety  be  call- 
ed, stood  the  appalling  and  astounding  fact,  that  the  whole 
salt  trade  of  tlie  West,  so  far  as  it  depended  upon  the  do- 
mestic manufitctories,  was  one  vast  and  cruel  monopoly! 
The  amazing  fact  was  proved  by  a  variety  of  testimony; 
it  was  known  to  every  western  Senator  present;  it  was  felt 
at  home,  in  every  department  of  agriculture,  by  all  the 
farmers  of  the  West.  The  baleful  effects  of  this  horrid 
monopoly  were  forcibly  depicted  by  the  witnesses  whose 
communications  he  had  read.  Double  price  and  scant 
measure;  the  whole  country  districted,  allowanced,  and 
stinted;  ready  money  exacted;  wells  rented  from  their 
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owners  to  lie  idle;  new  welU  prevented  from  being  dug; 
overgrown  fortunes  to  the  ropnopolizers,  privation,  want, 
and  suffering  among  the  people  and  stock:  such  was  the 
shocking  and  revolting  picture  whicli  these  communica- 
tions presented  to  the  Senate.     Mr.  B.  animadverted  in 
the  most  indignant  terms  upon  monopolies  of  every  spe- 
cies, and  pi  iced  the  salt  monopoly  at  the  head  of  the  abo- 
minable and  infernal  list.    He  said  this  very  monopoly  was 
one  of  the  causes  which  brought  Charles  the  First  to  the 
block.     Queen  Elizabeth,  though  a  pettlcoated  tyrant, 
had  the  humanity,  or  rather  sagacity,  to  suppress  the 
salt  monopoly,  towards  the  close  of  her  reign;  for  which 
act  of  mercy  and  condescension  the  whole  Parliament 
went  in  a  body  to  thank  and  bless  her  as  an  angel  of  be- 
neficence.   The  bigot  Stuarts  revived  it,  and  paid  the  for- 
feiture in  the  loss  of  life  and  kingdom.     There  had  been 
no  monopoly  of  salt  in  England  since  Charles  the  First  had 
lost  his  head;  the  States  beyond  the  Allegany  mountains 
were  the  only  example  of  that  oppression  at  this  time  ex- 
bting  in  the  civilized  world.     Mr.  B.  considered  the  pre- 
sent duty  on  foreign  salt  as  the  father  and  guardian  of  this 
domestic  monopoly.     He  considered  it  tlie  .protector,  de- 
fender, and  supporter  of  the  monopolists.     He  considered 
the  act  of  Congfress  which  kept  up  this  duty,  as  the  law 
which  established  this  monopoly;  and  denounced  such  a 
law,  not  merely  as  odious  and  oppressive,  but  as  a  species 
of  impiety  and  sacrilege,  a  species  of  revolt  and  rebellion 
against  the  providence  of  God,  who  bad  created  salt, 
and  spread  it  tiirough  tlic  universe,  for  tlie  use  of  man 
and  beast,  and  as  the  preservative  principle  of  life  and 
health  in  both.     The  sea  was  filled  with  it,  and  the  sun 
manufactured  it.  It  came  cheap  and  pure  from  that  manu* 
factory,  established  by  Divine  wisdom,  and  co-extensive 
with  the   bounds  of  the  habitable  globe.     Salt  was  the 
preservative  principle  of  the  world.     Every  living  animal 
must  have  it;  every  species  of  food  must  contain  it.  WitJi- 
out  it,  universal  death  and  corruption  would  ensue.     The 
disciples  of  Christ  were  called  by  their  master  **the  salt 
of  the  earth;*'  and  that  divine  metaphor  was  intended  to 
convey  to  the  understandings  of  all  people  the  knowledge 
of  the  preservativenatureof  their  mission,  amission  which 
was  to  save  the  moral  world  from  coiTuption,  as  salt  pre- 
serves the  animal  and  material  world.     Laws  to  prevent 
any  portion  of  the  human  race  from  using  the  pure  and 
perfect  salt  made  by  the  rays  of  the  sun  out  of  the  waves  of 
tlie  sea,  if  enacted  without  a  dire  necessity,  were  impi- 
ous contrivances  to  frustrate  the  beneficence  of  God.     A 
war  for  self-preservation  alone  could  jtistify  such  laws< 
Tliey  had  existed  in  all  countries,  and  had  run  highest 
where  human  liberty  was  at  the  lowest  ebb.     They  are 
now  disappearing,  vanishing,  and  falling  before  the  recu- 
perative energies  of  popukr  rights.     The  gabeUe  fell,  in 
France,  before  the  march  of  revolution.     In  England,  this 
unnatural  tax,  af^er  obtaining  the  monstrous  height  of  fif- 
teen shillings  a  bushel,  sunk  and  disappeared  before  tl^ 
labors  of  that  pre-eminent  committee  from  whose  reports 
a  few  imperfect  and  mutilated  extracts  have  been  read. 
The  salt  tax  disappeared  from  the  United  States  about 
twenty  years  ago,  during  the  auspicious  administration  of 
the  immortal  JeflTerson.     Even   Spain,  the  last  country 
upon  eai'th  in  which  to  look  for  a  liberal  example,  was  an 
instance  of  the  generous  use  of  salt.     The  United  States 
alone  are  now  presenting  the  example  of  keeping  up  this 
odious  tax,  of  keeping  it  up  without  necessity,  of  keeping 
it  up  for  the  oppression  of^  the  people,  for  the  protection 
of  monopolizers,  for  tlie  impoverishment  and  degradation 
of  the  West     But  let  the  people  not  despair.     Relief, 
though  out  of  sight,   is  sometimes  near  at  hand.     The 
darkest  hour  of  tlie   night  is  that  which  precedes  tlie 
break  of  day.     In  England,  in  1801,  the  first  attempt  of 
the  friends  of  the  people  to  reduce  the  salt  tax,  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  insult  and  outrage  of  raising  it.     The  Pitt 
administration,  to  punish  and  intimidate,  those  who  propos- 


ed the  abolition,  immediately  raised  the  duty  from  ten  to 
fifteen  shillings  a  bush^;  but  they  raised  the  spirit  of  the 
people  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  few  years  the  whole  op- 
pressive burden  fell  to  the  earth. 

Resulting  from  this  monopoly,  thus  established  and  pro. 
tected,  came  the  present  enornious  price  of  salt.  Mr.  B. 
begged  Senators  to  recollect  the  testimony  he  had  read, 
and  reflect  in  how  many  places  tlie  sum  of  75  cents,  or  • 
dollar,  or  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  was  exacted  from  the  peo- 
ple for  about  two  pecks  and  a  half  of  inferior,  firc'^made* 
artificial  salt,  imposed  upon  them  under  the  scandalized 
name  of  a  bushel.  If  the  duty  was  off,  he  would  venture 
to  affirm  that  the  price  of  pure,  sun-made,  crystallized  sail 
would  not  exceed  %piemlwn  for  a  real  bushel  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  three  or  four  pieaiUons  in  the  central  parts  ol 
the  valley  of  the  Missisuppi.  His  calculation  was  this:  that 
the  import  price  of  this  fine  salt  was,  at  present,  six  centi 
for  that  of  Malta;  eight  cents  for  that  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal; nine  cents  for  that  of  Turk's  Island;  and  that,  in  the 
vast  increase  which  the  foreign  salt  trade  would  assume, 
and  the  reduced  price  of  the  salt  from  Turk's  Island,  (i 
British  possesMon)  in  consequence  of  the  direct  intercourse 
with  that  island,  or  rather  with  the  five  hundred  Bahami 
islands,  of  which  it  is  the  chief,  the  average  price  at  New 
Orleans  would  be  six  and  a  quai<ter  cents;  freight  for  salt, « 
under  cargo,  was  now  about  one-third  of  a  cent  per  pound, 
and  would  sbon  be  brought  by  the  great  boats,  during  the 
spring  fioods,  for  one-fourth  of  a  cent.  Thus,  vrould  the 
price  of  alum  salt,  at  Louisville,  be  reduced  to  about  2j 
cents  a  bushel.  Low  as  this  would  be,  a  ^at  proportioi 
of  the  Western  farmers  would  get  it  on  still  better  tern» 
Thousands  of  flat-bottomed  boats  made  witliout  expense^ 
navigated  without  skill  or  labor,  loaded  with  ever)-  coq 
ceivable  production  of  the  farm  and  the  forest,  and  de 
scending  from  all  the  confluent  streams  of  the  Miasissippii 
visit  New  Orleans  every  winter.  The  owners  are  thdi 
own  factors  and  commission  merchants.  They  sell  outth< 
contents  of  their  boat  (which,  moored  to  the  leree,  an^ 
labelled  with  its  contents,  serves  for  warehQ|Use,  kitchen 
parlor,  and  bed-room)  in  the  course  of  the  winter  monthsj 
when  they  could  do  but  little  at  home;  buy  their  groce 
ries  in  tlie  spring,  step  on  board  a  steamer  with  their  d 
mily  supplies,  and,  for  mx  dollars,  are  at  home  in  eight  a 
ten  days,  ready  to  commence  the  new  crop  with  the  re 
turn  oi  the  vernal  season.  To  all  such  the  acquisition  ol 
two  or  three  sacks  of  pure  and  perfect  salt  would  be  no 
thing  but  the  exchange  of  a  few  loose  vegetables,  whid 
would  have  rotted  at  home. 

Mr.  B.  maintained  that  the  salt  tax  fell  heaviest  upoi 
the  laboring  classes,  and  upon  the  poor.  They  used  mm 
salt  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  and  bouglit  at  a  disad 
vantage,  because  they  bought  in  a  pinch,  in  small  quaiitj 
ties,  at  retail  prices,  raised  the  money  to  buy  it  at  a  sacii 
fice,  and  were  most  subject  to  be  imposed  upon,  both  t 
to  weight,  quality,  and  price.  It  was  so  in  {England;  it  i 
so  here.  Look  at  the  English  testimony!  It  teUs  you  thi 
tax  was  haider  upon  the  peasant  than  the  nobleman.  Lool 
at  the  American  testimony!  It  tells  you  that  the  peopl 
in  remote  places — the  small  farmers,  remote  from  gres 
towns,  bad  to  pav  the  highest  prices,  received  the  scantin 
measure,  and  sufiered  most  from  extortion  and  imposition 
It  was  in  such  places,  and  among  such  customers,  that  th 
weighed  bushel  ofiifty  pounds  would  find  ample  accommi 
dation  for  lodging,  in  a  half  bushel  measure;  that  the  ol 
rusty  steelyards  were  used,  that  would  not  preponderat 
for  ten  pounds  in  fifty;  that  the  deficient  barrels  wer 
obliged  to  be  taken  at  the  marked  weight;  and  that  th 
extortionate  prices  of  one  and  two  dollars  for  these  scat 
weight  bushels,  equal  to  two  and  four  dollars  for  real  n>ei 
sured  bushels,  and  that  for  well-water  salt,  impregnattr 
with  poisonous  ingredients,  and  only  half  ilie  strength  < 
sea-water  salt,  were  actually  paid  by  the  helpless  people 
and  received  by  the  relentless  monopolizers!     And  yet,  i: 
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he  hce  of  these  damninr  Acts,  in  the  midst  of  the  cries 


■M  u.vwwiivai    k«A.      fc»*    tmii9%.    t\    ai  Villi    *,\H»    \.\f    IHlCTCIl    ^UllB* 

[Here  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  the  bill  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
fntatives,  to  increase  the  salt  tax,  and  thought  this  bill 
udjt  to  be  proclaimed  throughout  the  West  by  a  herald 
nd  a  trumpet,  to  rouse  and  aUrm  the  people,  and  to  put 
lem  on  their  guard  against  the  dangers  it  portended.] 
Resulting  from  this  monopoly,  and  th«  most  degrading 
fits  consequences,  was  the  power  to  allowance  and  dia- 
rlct  the  country  for  the  consumption  of  salt.  The  West- 
m  country  was  districted  and  allowanced.  All  the  wit- 
csies  prove  the  mortifying  fact.  Depots  are  established, 
nd  agents  appointed  to  supply  each  district.  No  com- 
ctition  is  permitted.  No  competition  can  come,  except 
pom  New  Oileans,  and  that  in  the  season  of  high  water. 
'o  prercnt  the  fullness  of  the  supply  from  operating  on 
be  h.CjHincss  of  the  price,  the  invention  of  «•  dead  wells" 
115  nuide,  and  a  multitude  of  wells,  rented  from  their 
Tilers,  hare  been  permitted  to  stand  idle.  Nay,  more; 
further  exertion  of  this  invention  has  exhibited  tlie  pro- 
:gT  of  wdls  suppressed— of  unborn  wells  stiBed  in  the 
m.h  of  the  earth— by  hiring  and  paying  people  not  to 
ig  for  their  salt  water!  The  consequence  of  these  cnor- 
Mties  was,  stint  in  the  stinply,  excess  in  the  price.  The 
ountry  was  star^-ed  for  salt,  and  made  to  pay  double,  in 
any  places  quadruple  its  value.  The  domestic  supply 
r  not  eqiuil  to  one-fifth  of  the  demand.  The  whole  nuan- 
Jy  made  in  die  United  States,  as  proved  by  the  returns 
ftl.e  iilt -makers  themselves  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trca- 
irj',  docs  not  exceed  five  millions  of  bushels;  while  the 
insumption  of  the  country  would  require  thirty  millions. 
iKvhoIeproduct  of  the  West,  including  Western  Penn- 
ilvan:a  and  the  Holston  works  in  Virginia,  do  not  exceed 
foaiMlahalfmiUionsofbu  hcls,  weitjhed  bushels;  each 
Uiiicli  btiihtl,  with  a  little  packing  and  helping,  would 
WDfortably  establish  itself  in  a  half  bushel  measure. 
Mr.  B.  believed  that  the  stock  alone  of  the  United 
Wes  would  require  twenty  millions  of  bushels.  He  bot- 
^mcd  \v.s  estimate  upon  the  consumption  in  England. 
W.IS  there  proved  tliat  the  stock,  independent  of  the 
rau^lit  horses,  and  hogs,  which  had  not  been  included  in 
»e  estimate,  required  twenty-two  millions  of  bushels, 
Ry-s;i  pounds  to  the  buslie!,'  to  supply  them  annually, 
le  fell  mortified  to  know  the  number  of  stock  in  Englaml, 
K  he  was  speaking  of  England  proper,  and  not  know  the 
mber  in  the  United  SUtes.  He  regretted  that  the  rc- 
imu  stock  was  not  included  in  the  census- -in  the  cen- 
a  mcde  by  State  authority  at  all  events— and  especially 
tje  West,  where  stock  constituted  so  large  a  proportion 
:the  wealth  of  the  people.  In  the  absence  of  accurate 
lornution,  he  must  proceed  upon  probable  data;  anrl,  as 
«lrtJted  Slates  was  more  populous  than  England,  ten 
IKS  more  extensive,  and  the  keeping  of  stock  more  easy, 
i  would  assume  the  stock  census  of  England  as  furnish- 
g,  not  the  criterion  of  num;:crs,  but  the  data  for  calcu- 
tion;  the  sheep  of  the  United  States  being  probably  one- 
m,  cattle  and  horses  dotibtful,  and  ho-js  far  more  nu- 
CTot's.  Assnmmg  this  calculation  for  the  relative  num- 
:r  of  stock,  the  necessity  for  salt  was  greater:  for  the  use 
green  foof»,  and  espe^rially  wild  grass,  was  more  usual  in 
« I'nitcd  States;  and  tliis  grass  was  more  fresh,  or  free 
wn saltness,  because,  the  United  States  being  acontinent, 
W  not  an  inland,  the  saline  dews  wliirh  corrected  the  fresh- 
J»orthc  grass,  did  not  extend  to  the  interior  States, 
ssumingthe  sheep  of  the  United  States  to  be  one-third 
the  English  flock,  to  wi%  ten  millions  of  head,  and  al- 
■inj  to  each  sheep  the  English  supply,  of  half  a  pound 
*eck,  which  made  half  a  bushel  a  year,  and  it  rfesulted 
at  the  sheep  alone  of  the  United  'States  required  five 
illions  of  bnshels  of  salt  per  annum!  being  just  as  much 
ihe  dom?st*x  manufacturer*  made!  so  that  if  the  popula. 


tion  of  the  Union  should  be  thrown  on  the  domestic  sup- 
ply, and  the  sheep  supplied  first,  there  would  not  be  one 
grain  left  for  the  hogs,  horses,  cattle,  people,  and  the 
thousand  uses  beside,  fur  which  salt  is  indispensable!  So 
much  for  the  domestic  supply!  It  had  been  computed  in 
England  that  the  supply  of^salt  to  the  sheep  was  the  saving 
of  six  liimdred  thousand  head  fi'om  dying  annually;  the 
loss  of  Western  stock  for  want  of  salt  cannot  be  cstiuiatcd. 
But  it  is  a  point  for  Western  farmers  to  think  of.  Let  each 
one  make  th«  computation  for  himself,  and  consider  what 
his  annual  loss  is  in  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  and  horses,  for 
want  of  this  condiment  to  their  food;  tliis  medicine  for 
their  health;  this  attraction  against  running  wild;  and  then 
estimate,  if  he  can,  the  annual  aggregate  loss  of  the  nine 
Western  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  B.  affirmed  that  the  stint  of  salt  was  universal  in 
the  West;  that  it  extended  to  all  the  operations  of  the  far- 
mer; that  it  even  extended  to  the  pots  and  tabUs  of  the 
poor!  He  believed  that  such  an  instance  of  stint,  for  a 
necessary  of  life,  did  not  exist  among  the  negroes  of  the 
West  India  islands.  He  believed  that  those  ncgioes  re- 
ceived from  their  masters,  cruel  as  many  of  them  were, 
a  larger  and  better  allowance  of  salt  than  the  average  of 
Western  farmers  received  from  the  inexorable  monopo- 
li:»ts.  He  said  the  entire  West  was  a  stock-raising  country. 
The  farmers  there,  like  the  patriarchs  of  old,  estimated 
their  wealth,  in  a  g^eat  degree,  by  the  number  of  their 
flocks  and  herds.  Before  the  invention  of  steamboats,  this 
Kch  vein  of  wealth  .was  but  slightly  and  imperfectly  de- 
veloped. Want  of  Salt  prevented  its  development.  Com- 
mon salt  could  not  be  had  in  sufficient  quantity  for  salting 
the  stock.  Not  a  pound  of  alum  salt  could  be  had  for 
curing  bacon,  preserving  butter  and  cheese,  and  pickling 
beef  and  pork.  Foreign  salt,  of  no  kind,  could  enter  the 
va.tt  and  fertile  regions  of  the  West.  Freight,  un  the  Mis- 
sissippi, in  keel  boats  and  barges,  was  seven  or  eight  cents 
a  pound — across  the  Allegany  mountains,  in  wagons,  was 
as  much  or  more;  and  then  commenced,  from  hard  neces- 
sity and  from  absolute  want  of  alum  s;dt,  the  pernicious  and 
impoverishing  practice  of  driving  off  beef  cattle  on  the 
hoof.  But  steamboats  furnish  the  means  of  relieving  this 
necessity,  of  supplying  this  want,  and  of  terminating  this 
pernicious  practice.  They  are  bringing  salt  from  New 
Orleans  at  so  low  a  freight,  that,  if  the  duty  was  off,  the 
price  to  the  purchasers,  in  the  central  parts  of  the  Great 
Valley,  and  that  of  the  pure  sea-made  salt,  would  not  ex- 
ceed twenty -five  cents  per  bushel;  while,  to  those  farmers 
who  trade  down  the  river,  the  price  could  not  exceed 
three  picaillons.  This  cheap  importation  of  pure  salt-^ 
this  unlimited  means  of  importing  it  at  the  one  thirty- 
second  pjirt  of  its  former  freight,  was  the  greatest  blessing 
of  all  the  great  blessings  which  the  wonderful  invention 
of  steamboats  has  conferred  upon  the  West.  It  was  the 
vcn'  thing  which  was  lacking  to  give  full -development  to 
her' richest  vein  of  wealth — richer  than  tlie  mines  of  Mexi- 
co and  Peru — her  stock  and  provision  trade!  Providence, 
of  its  infinite  goodness,  and  to  crown  the  blessings  of  the 
great  West,  sent  this  mii*acidous  invention  to  give  us  that 
alone  which  was  wanting,  ancl  never  could  have  been  got 
without  it;  the  pure  muriate  of  soda;  the  natural  crystal- 
lized salt;  the  native,  unmixed  product  of  the  s\m  and 
sea;  the  salt  of  Divine  manufactory;  as  much  superior  to 
artificial  fire-made  salt  as  the  works  of  God  are  superior 
to  the  works  of  man!  Upon  the  dispensation  of  such  a 
Providence,  it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  the  Federal 
Legislature,  to  whom  the  whole  power  of  regulating  fo- 
reig^i  commerce  had  been  assigned  by  the  States,  whether 
wisely  or  not,  time,  and,  above  all,  the  continuance  of  the 
salt  tax,  will  show,  it  w:is  to  have  been  expected  tliat  the 
Federal  Legislature  (that  part  of  it,  at  all  events,  \;v-hich 
assumed  to  be  the  particular  friends  of  domestic  industry) 
would  have  given  all  possiibic  aid  to  the  importation  of 
thi<  Heaven-ient  salt.      A  bounty  m  favor  of  the  sbipt 
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ivhlch  brought  it,  would  bavc  rested  upon  the  same  con- 
stitutional construction,  and  upon  infinitely  greater  reasons 
of  justice  than  a  bounty  in  fuvor  of  vessels  which  bring 
home  fish.     The  greatest  exertions  might  have  been  ex- 
pected for  the  encouragement  of  this  importation.    Every 
reason  which  the  head  could  conceive,  or  the  tongue  could 
utter,  sprung  forth  in  favor  of  the  encouragement;  not  a 
single  reason  that  craft  and  cunning  could  devise,  could 
be  arravcd  against  it.     The   whole  vocabulary  of  the 
•'  American  system"  furnished  not  a  word  against  it:  for 
that  system  rests  upon  the  basis  of  making  at  home,  and 
furnishing  to  the  citizen,  the  same  article,  better  and  cheap- 
er than  the  imported  one!  Well,  alum  salt,  wlilch  compre- 
hends all  crystallized  salt,  (and  all  salt  made  by  the  sun, 
and  none  other,  is  cr)'stallized,)  alum  salt  is  not  made  in 
the  United  States,  (a  little  in  the  Northeast  excepted,)  not 
a  pound  of  it  is  made  in  the  West,  nor  any  rival  to  it,  nor 
substitute  for  it.     By  consequence,  it  could  not  be  made 
cheaper  and  belter  at  home!     The  "  American  system*' 
was  &r  it,  instead  of  being  against  it,  unless  it  is  intended 
to  exclude  the  industry  of  the  farmer,  who  raises  stock  and 
salts  provisions,  from  the  industry  to  be  protected  by  that 
system.     A  bounty  might  have  been  expected  in  favor  of 
every  ship  that  s'nould  bring  sun-made  salt  to  New  Orleans. 
Instead  of  that,  what  have  we  seen?    Federal  legislation 
actually  employed  to  keep  this  salt  away !     A  hostile  and 
repulsive  tax  of  twenty  cents  imposed  upon  every  eight* 
cents*  worth  of  lliis  indispensable  salt!   A  reqtiisition  upon 
the  ship  that  bringfs  it,  to  pay  twice  and  a  half  its  value 
into  the  coffers  of  the  Federal  Government  before  that 
ship  is  allowed  to  land  it!     Bond  and  security  required, 
when  the  money  cannot  be  paid  down!   And  this  security 
to  be  exacted  from  strangers  who  have  crossed  the  wide 
seas  to  exchange  their  surplus  salt  for  our  surplus  provi- 
sions!    And,  in  consequence  of  diesc  heavy  ana  merciless 
exactions,  most  of  tlie  ships  bring  stones  instead  of  salt — 
forced  to  bring  stones  by  the  Federal  Government,  and 
realizing  the  compulsive  illustration  of  the  strongest  re- 
proach contained  m  the  sacred  pages  of  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists!    They  would  bring  salt  for  ballast  in  preference 
to  stones,  if  the  laws  would  permit  them.      Many  that 
bring  salt,  throw  it  overboai-d,  m  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.    When  no  longer  needed  for  ballast,  they  throw  it 
into  the  river,  because  tliey  are  neither  able  to  pay  the 
duty  in  ready  money,  nor  to  give  the  security  which  the 
credit  system  requires.  Is  tliis  imagination,  or  is  it  reality? 
It  is  reality !     And  no  longer  ago  than  the  last  summer, 
the  troubled  waves  of  tlie  Mississippi,  and  the  dark  shades 
of  midnight,  were  the  conscious  witnesses  of  this  lamenta- 
ble fact,  of  this  dire  operation  of  taxing  salt  out  of  the  land 
of  America!     Mr.  B.  said  he  had  heard  of  this  sacrifice i 
this  new  species  of  immolation,  not  to  propitiate  the  genius 
of  tlie  river,  but  to  appease  the  infernal  genius  of  the  salt 
tax,  soon  after  it  happened,  and  had  laid  it  up  in  his  me- 
mory for  verification.     That  verification  was  quickly  re- 
ceived; for  on  his  passage  to  this  city,  in  the  month  of 
November  last,  he  fell  in  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  with  the 
surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  Major 
Spotts,  formerly  of  the  army,  and  lately  approved  by  the 
Senate  both  as  a  military  and  civil  officer,  and  from  him 
received  a  confirmation  of  the  fact.     Two  ships.  Major 
Spotts  was  certain,  had  thrown  their  salt  overboard;  others 
he  suspected  of  having  done  so!     These  ships,  thus  en- 
countering the  risk  of  forfeiting  their  cargoes,  and  incur- 
ring all  tlie  penalties  of  violatmg  the  revenue  laws,  in 
ad^tion  to  the  loss  of  the  salt,  because  they  could  neither 
pay  the  duties,  nor  g^ve  the  security,  nor  find  any  body  to 
receive  the  sadt  as  a  gifV,  with  a  tax  of  twenty  cents  a 
bushel  upon  it!     At  that  very  moment  the  whole  interior 
of  the  West  sufifering  fur  salt!   And  for  who^e  benefit  are 
these  oppressions  practised?  For  the  benefit  of  a  few  hun- 
dred monopolizers  in  the  West,  and  a  few  thousand  fish- 
ermen in  the  Northpast!     For  their  benefit,  the  repeal  of 


the  odious  tax  is  not  only  resisted,  but  an  increase  of  tlu 
oppression  is  actually  demanded! 

Mr.  B.  drew  the  line  of  distinction  between  good  anc 

bad  salt.     It  was  a  line  easy  to  be  drawn,  for  it  was  tht 

line  between  the  works  of  nature  and  the  works  of  man 

All  salt  that  was  made  by  "boiling,  no  matter  out  of  whi 

water,  was  impure  and  impcrfectv  for  the  agitation  and  th« 

heat  prevented  crystallization,  and  retained  the  poisonou 

ingredients  called  slack  and  bittern;  all  salt  made  by  th* 

power  of  the  sim  was  pure  and  perfect;  all  the  poisonou 

ingredients  having  settled  to  the  bottom,  and  the  salt  i:sd 

forming  into  lumps  by  concretion  and  cr}'staUizatioii.  Th< 

artificial  salt,  made  by  boiling,  is  good  for  many  purpo<c> 

fbr  salting  stock,  preser\'ing  hay  and  fodder,  for  ila*!}  us 

in  fresh  meat  and  vegetables;  and,  by  help  of  much  smot 

and  long  drying,  will  save  bacon  for  family  use.     The  na 

tural,  sun-made  salt  was  indispensable  to  pickhngr  beef  am 

pork,  and  to  curing  bacon,  butter,  and  cheeie  for  expoi 

tation,  or  the  Southern  markets.     It  was  of  the  tax  upo; 

this  latter  kind  of  salt  that  he  complained  so  much;  akin 

of  salt  so  indispensable  to  the  provision  trade  of  the  Wesi 

and  so  impossible  to  be  made  by  the  domestic  manuf&ctv 

rers.  To  this  part  of  the  argument  he  invited,  and  invcke<] 

and  almost  defied,  the  response  of  his  opponents.     Th 

fire-made  salt  would  not  answer  the  gi'cat  purposes  of  th 

provision  trade.     It  could  not  be  used  by  the  prov  sio 

curers,  if  presented  to  tliem  as  a  gift.  Sun-made  salt  alon 

would  answer.     It  must  be  had,  cost  what  it  may;  and 

tax  upon  it  was  an  oppression  upon  the  people,  without  ih 

possibility  of  producing  a  domestic  supply  of  the  sam 

article.     The  domestic  salt  would  not  answer!     All  tli 

testimony  proved  this  great  and  cardinal  fact.     Ue  woul 

not  recapitulate  that  testimony;  but  would  refer  to  tt 

circumstance  mentioned  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Lyon,  < 

the  House  of  Representatives,  and  of  which  he,  Mr.  B 

was  also  witness — that  of  alum  salt  delivered  at  Mays%ilV 

in  November  last.  This  salt  had  crossed  Uic  Gulf  of  Mci 

CO.     It  had  ascended  the  Mississippi,  in  a  ship,  to  Nc 

Orleans;  then  to  Louisville,  in  a  steamboat;  then  to  Ma) 

ville,  in  a  keel  towed  by  a  steamer.     It  had  traversed 

tliousand  miles  of  gulf,  and  nineteen  hundred  miles  of  nv 

navigation,  to  reach  its  point  of  delivery;  and  that  poi 

in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  great  Kenhaiaa  si 

works!  tliere  to  be  employed  in  salting  Kentucky  pu) 

for  exportation,  or  Southern  consumption!    How  ou 

whelmmg  and  conclusive  the  bare  annunciation  of  such 

pregnant  fact!     And  tliat  no  circumstance  might  be  lac 

mg  to  complete  the  power  of  this  impressive  argument 

favor  of  foreign  salt,  the  company  *s  own  steamboat  broug 

it!     Thus  making  themselves  public  and  unanswcn-h 

witnesses  to  the  total  inefficacy  of  their  own  salt,  and  t 

absolute  necessity  of  using  the  foreign! 

Mr.  B.  insisted  that  the  burthen  of  the  salt  Ux  upon  i 
West  was  aggravated  by  conti-ast;  for  in  the  North ej 
there  were  (hrawbacks,  bounties,  and  allowances  whl 
more  than  indemnified  the  fishing  interest  for  the  prop< 
tlon  of  the  tax  which  they  paid.  Thev  were  allowed 
di-aw  out  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of  each  year, 
much  money  as  had  been  paid,  or  supposed  to  have  be 
paid,  for  duties  on  the  salt  employed  in  curing  fish;  a 
under  tliis  system  of  drawbacks  and  allowances,  upwai 
of  five  millions  of  dollars  had  already  been  drawn.  T 
vigilant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  [Mr.  Iitcham,]  had  d 
covered  large  frauds  in  this  business,  say  to  the  aroouut 
fif\y  thousand  dollars  in  a  single  ^ear;  but  the  laws  wc 
yet  in  force;  and  while  they  contmued,  the  leak  fronit 
treasury  on  this  account  must  still  amount  to  a  quarter 
a  million  of  dollars  per  annum.  The  Western  States  w< 
allowed  nothing  in  the  way  of  drawback  of  duty  on  1 
beef  and  pork  exported  by  tliem.  These  States,  the 
fore,  felt  tlic  unmitigated  weight  of  the  tax,  while  to  th 
friends  in  the  Northeast  it  was  actually  a  money-makl 
business.     This  was  unequal  and  unjust  in  the  extren 
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The  constitution  declared,  and,  if  it  did  not,  the  first  prin- 
ciple of  equity  would  declare,  that  taxes  should  be  equal 
and  uniform  throughout  the  Union.  But  this  equality  was 
destroyed  when  the  tax  was  refunded  to  one  quarter  and 
not  reiundcd  to  another.  It  was  the  same  thing  as  if,  in 
the  law  imposing  it,  the  lery  of  the  tax  should  be  by  sec- 
tions, omitting  one  section  entirely  from  the  operation  of 
the  levy.  It  would  be  better  in  this  6ase  to  levy  by  sec- 
tions, because  it  has  been  proved  at  the  treasury  that  a 
certain  section  draws  back  more  than  it  pays— more  than 
it  would  have  been  exempted  from  if  the  levy  had  not 
reached  it.  This  business  of  refunding  the  salt  tax  to  a 
part  of  the  community,  proves  the  impolicy  of  levying  it 
at  all:  for  if  it  is  refunded  to  apart,  justice  requires  it 
should  be  refunded  to  all;  and,  if  it  be  rcfundea  to  all, 
where  is  the  sense  in  levying  it?  The  people  of  the  North- 
east, with  whom  salted  fish  is  a  predominant  food,  have  a 
drawback  of  the  duty  allowed  them;  the  people  of  the 
South  and  West,  with  whom  salted  bacon  is  a  predominant 
food,  have  no  drawback;  and  thus  the  operation  of  the  law 
is  unequal  as  well  as  oppressive.  The  remedy  for  the 
whole  is  to  abolish  the  tax,  and  all  the  superstructure  of 
drawbacks,  bounties,  and  allowances,  which  rest  upon  it. 
The  farmers,  continued  Mr.  B.,  are  the  class  most  in- 
terested in  the  abolition  of  this  tax;  they  feel  it  to  tlie 
quick;  and  he  could  not  allude  to  that  meritorious  class  of 
citizens  without  the  deepest  feelings  of  sympathy  and  con- 
cern. They  were  the  soul  and  body  of  the  country. 
Their  labors  supplied  all  the  elements  of  subsistence  to 
roan  and  beast.  Their  names  were  to  be  found  upon  every 
list  of  contribution  to  the  public  ser>'ice.  They  were 
found  upon  the  tax  list,  the  muster  roll,  the  jury  pannel, 
the  road  list,  the  bridge  list,  and  every  otlicr  list  which 
exacted  the  payment  of  money  or  the  performance  of  ser- 
vice. There  was  but  one  list  on  whicn  their  names  were 
not  to  be  found,  and  that  was  the  list  of  office !  Parmers 
and  offices  seldom  get  together.  Their  station  in  the  body 
politic  was,  front  rank  for  service,  rear  rank  for  rewara. 
Surely,  a  body  of  men  so  numerous,  and  so  meritorious,  so 
ready  to  do,  and  to  suffer  for  the  Government,  and  so 
backward  to  ask  favors  from  it,  ought  at  least  to  be  unin- 
jured by  the  Government.  Laws  should  not  be  made 
against  them,  if  they  are  not  made  for  them.  Fair  play, 
atKast,  should  be  their  portion.  The  ^^Icwuez  twos  /aire*' 
— *'  let  us  alone" — should  be  their  ready  granted  prayer. 
Yet,  how  stands  the  account  with  the  Federal  Government? 
Tlieir  produce  loaded  with  duties  in  foreign  countries-^ 
virtually  excluded  from  many  of  them— by  the  total  failure 
of  Congress  to  make  any  attempt  to  regulate  foreign  com- 
merce according  to  the  power  granted  in  the  constitution, 
and  the  declared  intention  of  the  States  in  conferring  tliat 
power  upon  Congress!  An  indispensable  incredicnt,  not 
only  in  their  wealth,  but  in  their  living,  and  only  to  be 
obtained  from  abroad,  loaded  with  a  duty  of  three  times 
its  value,  before  they  can  use  it  at  home!  The  Gulf  of 
Mexico  is  saturated  with  the  purest  salt.  Two  thousand 
islands  abound  with  it.  The  Bahamas  alone,  about  five 
hundred  in  number,  of  which  Turk's  Island  is  the  chief, 
lying  in  the  very  channel  to  New  Orleans,  could  glut  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  at  a  picaillon  a  bushel.  These 
Isbinders  want  our  provisions;  we  want  their  salt;  but  the 
Federal  Government  gets  between  the  parties,  and,  by  a 
total  neglect  of  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce, 
and  a  manifest  abuse  of  the  power  to  lay  duties,  obstructs 
and  prevents  the  natural  and  beneficial  exchange  of  com- 
modities to  which  the  wants  and  superfluities  of  the  re- 
spective parties  so  powerfully  attracts,  and  so  urgently 
invites  them.  The  same  with  land.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  got  all  the  land.  Invested  with  the  whole  domain 
by  the  improvidence  of  the  Southern  States,  it  becomes 
the  dog  in  the  manger,  and  refuses  to  let  the  farmers  have 
for  its  value  what  itself  cannot  use.  But,  to  confine  these 
reflections  to  the  mafter  in  hand.     The  Gulf  of  Meidcb  is 
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full  of  salt;  the  Western  farmers  want  it;  they  are  debar- 
red its  use;  and  that  by  a  Government  whose  taxes  they 
pay,  whose  battles  they  fight,  whose  burdens  they  bear, 
and  whose  favors  they  seldom  receive.  We  have  a  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture,  so  styled,  at  least,  whether  by  wa^ 
of  antithesis  was  fiot  for  him  [Mr.  B.]  to  wyi  certun  it 
was,  the  name,  if  not  the  deugn,  of  the  committee  should 
have  put  them  at  the  head  of  all  the  measures  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  salt  taxes,  and  reduction  of  the  price  of  refiise 
lands.  He  felt  himself  to  be  doing  the  business  of  that 
committee,  and  hoped  they  would  soon  be  found  fellow- 
laborers  and  co-operators  together. 

Farmers,  and  all  the  departments  of  agriculture,  are 
the  chief  sufferers  by  the  salt  duty;  but  they  are  not  the 
sole  sufferers.  Manufactures  suffer  also;  and  it  was  com- 
puted by  Sir  Thomas  Bernanl,  one  of  the  witnesses  ex- 
amined by  the  committee  of  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  mamifiictures  of  England  were  annually  injured 
to  the  amount  of  the  tax  derived  from  salt  Various  ma- 
nufactures require  this  article,  either  in  its  proper  shape, 
or  as  a  chemical  preparation.  The  hard  soap  alone  made 
in  England  was  computed  to  require  two  thousand  tons  of 
mineral  alkali  per  annum;  and  this  alkali  is  obtained  by  a 
chemical  process,  either  from  salt  in  its  proper  state,  or 
from  the  salt  contained  in  barilla  and  kelp.  To  procure 
two  thousand  tons  of  alkali  must  require  a  much  greater 
number  of  tons  of  salt.  The  barilla  only  yields  seventeen 
per  cent,  of  alkali,  and  kelp  six  per  cent.  The  decom- 
position of  the  salt  itself  is  the  cheapest  mode  of  procuring 
the  alkali;  and  this  salt  is  taxed  two  or  tliree  times  its 
value  in  the  United  SUtes,  so  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  actually  established  a  tax  upon  cleanliness!  for, 
without  soap,  people  cannot  be  clean;  and,  without  salt, 
they  cannot  have  soap.  The  Committee  on  Manufactures 
ought  to  pursue  this  subject.  Their  learned  labors,  their 
scientific  researches,  their  practical  knowledge,  their  ac- 
cess to  the  fountain  heads  of  information,  their  zeal  in  the 
cause,  would  enable  them  to  give  in  a  list  of  some  fifty 
manufactures  in  which  salt,  or  its  chemical  preparations 
of  alkali,  muriatic  acid,  oxy-muriatic  acid,  sal  ammoniac, 
&c.  &c.  8cc.  is  indispensably  necessary.  To  that  commit- 
tee is  resigned  this  branch  *of  the  subject;  and  the  confi- 
dent belief  may  be  entertained  that,  at  the  proper  time, 
this  zealous  committee — this  committee  no  less  capable  than 
.zealous — will  come  forward  with  a  mathematical  demon- 
stration to  prove  that  the  salt  tax  is  an  injury  to  manufac- 
tures to  the  full  extent  of  its  own  amount,  say  a  million  of 
dollars  per  annum;  and  that  the  prosperity  of  manufiic- 
tures  loudly  demands  its  total  and  instant  repeal. 

Every  interest  cries  aloud;  the  joint  interests  of  agri- 
culture and  manufactures  clamor  together  for  the  repeal 
of  this  tax.  It  is  a  tax  upon  the  entire  economy  of  nature 
and  art,  upon  mar.  and  upon  beast,  upon  life  and  upon 
health,  upon  comfiirt  and  luxury,  upon  want  and  super- 
fluity, upon  food  and  raiment,  upon  washing  and  cleanli- 
ness! A  tax  whith  no  economy  can  avoid,  no  poverty 
can  shun,  no  privation  escape,  no  cunning  elude,  no  force 
resist,  no  dexterity  avert,  no  prayers  can  deprecate,  no 
curses  repulse!  It  is  a  tax  which  invades  the  entire  do- 
minion of  human  operations,  fulling  with  its  greatest  wei^t 
upon  the  weakest  and  most  helpless.  U  is  the  tax  which 
tyranny  invented,  in  the  worst  ages  of  the  world,  to  force 
from  the  cultivator  of  the  soil,  to  wring  from  the  clenched 
fist  of  penury,  to  extract  from  the  mouth  of  hunger,  the 
last  unwilling  contribution  of  vassals  to  lords.  The  tories 
introduced  it  into  England  above  a  hundred  years  ago. 
Our  necessities  compelled  us  to  resort  to  it,  in  a  small 
degree,  at  the  commencement  of  our  Government,  The 
federal  administration  of  1798  ran  it  up  to  its  highest 
amount.  Jefferson  overthrew  it.  The  war  of  1815  com- 
pelled us  to  resort  to  it  again.  Now  we  have  no  war,  no 
federal  administration,  no  necessity,  and  the  disciples  of 
Jefferson  arc  in  power.     The  English  whigs  have  over- 
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turned  this  tory  tax  in  England;  cannot  whig  republicans 
overturn  it  here } 

Mr.  B.  repeated,  with  energy  and  emphasis,  and  wished 
to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  and  of  all  America,  fully 
on  the  circumstance,  that  the  British  Parliament  had  to- 
tally repealed  the  salt  duties  of  Great  Britain.  The  in- 
formation collected  by  tlie  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1818,  effected  the  immediate  overthrow  of 
these  duties.  The  Ring's  ministers  withdrew  their  oppo- 
sition, impossible  as  it  was  for  the  treasuiy  to  do  without 
the  product  of  the  duties,  and  difficult  as  it  was  to  find  a 
new  article  of  taxation  on  which  the  amount  might  be 
levied;  but  they  withdrew  their  opposition,  and  the  bill 
for  the  repeal  went  through  both  Houses  without  further 
debate,  and  received  the  approbation  of  the  King  the  next 
day.  This  is  what  was  done  upon  the  prayers  of  the 
people,  in  a  country  where  the  people  are  very  imperfect- 
ly represented  in  one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  not 
represented  at  all  in  the  other,  and  where  the  chief  magis- 
trate who  approves  the  act  is  an  hereditary  ruler;  where 
the  necessity  for  the  tax  was  urgent;  where  the  domestic 
supply  of  artificial  salt  was  abundant;  wlicrc  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  salt  clamored  for  protection;  but  where 
the  voice  of  the  people  was  heard,  and  every  minor  inter- 
est made  to  yield  to  that  sacred  voice.  He  quoted  this 
example^  and  dwelt  upon  it:  for  he  held  it  to  be  impossible 
that  the  republican  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out a  single  restraining  motive  which  operated  in  Great 
Britain,  could  refuse  to  do  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  what  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  luid  done  for 
the  subjects  of  the  British  Crown. 

Mr.  B.  then  explained  the  provisions  of  his  bill.  He 
said  it  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  make  the  reduction 
to  ten  cents  (now  provided  for  by  law)  take  effect  on  the 
first  day  of  April  ensuing,  instead  of  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber next.  The  last  day  of  December  happened  to  be  the 
most  ^infavorable  season  that  could  be  found  in  the  whole 
year.  It  was  "the  day  after  the  feast."  Hog  killing  time, 
which  created  the  great  demand  for  salt,  was  just  over, 
so  that  the  duty  was  kept  up  to  the  very  moment  that  it 
pressed  hardest.  Tlie  true  season  for  the  reduction  to 
take  effect  was  the  spring,  the  month  of  April,  when  the 
rivers  of  the  West  were  all  flooded,  and  the  returning  steam- 
boats, and  the  citizens  who  had  gone  down  to  New  Orleans 
on  trading  voyages,  could  bring  up  supplies  for  the  en- 
suing fall.  The  second  reduction  in  the  bill  was  to  take 
effect  in  April,  1832,  and  the  duty  to  cease  entirely  in 
April,  1833 — requiring  about  two  years  to  complete  the 
entire  abolition  of  the  tax.  This  was  a  slow  process  com- 
pared to  what  took  place  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  time.  The 
whole  tax  was  then  abolished  at  two  reductions,  and  both 
made  in  one  single  year;  and,  while  that  great  friend  of 
the  people  remained  at  the  head  of  afiair^  no  more  salt 
tax  was  heard  of  in  America.  Mr.  B.  hoped  that  this 
would  soon  be  the  case  again;  that  two  or  three  years  more 
would  exhibit  this  favored  land  emancipated  from  the  salt 
tax,  and  enable  every  farmer  to  give  food  to  his  family, 
salt  to  his  stock,  and  send  his  provisions  to  market,  with- 
out paying  a  daily  and  hourly  tax  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  B.  would  make  no  apology  for  detaining  the  Senate 
on  this  subject.  He  knew  it  was  felt  by  many  as  an  intru- 
sion. Other  operations  had  gotten  into  fashion,  and  suf- 
fered impatient  interruption,  while  an  hour's  attention 
was  claimed  for  the  people.  Still  he  would  make  no  apo- 
logy. He  stood  upon  his  rights,  which  gave  him  authori- 
ty to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  people.  He  took  post  upon 
the  words  of  the  constitution,  which  created  the  Congress 
for  the  express  purposes  of  legislation.  He  knew  himself 
to  be  backed  by  those  whose  backing  was  worth  having; 
be  felt  himself  to  be  cheered  by  those  plaudits  which  were 
unbought  and  unpurchaseable.  He  should  proceed  as 
long  as  he  felt  that  backing  and  heard  that  cheering.     He 


would  proceed,  with  the  blessing  of  God  and  the  approb&- 
tion  of  the  people,  until  two  great  objects  should  be  ac- 
complislied — till  tlie  salt  tax  was  abolished,  and  the  price 
of  refuse  land  reduced! 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  made  a  few  remarkson  the  subject. 
He  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of  repealing  the  duty  on  salt, 
and  had  already  introduced  a  bill  repealing  the  dutks  on 
that  article,  among  many  others;  but  that  he  should  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill  unless  amended,  irssis- 
mucn  as  it  contemplated  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  alum  salt 
alone,  wliich  was  produced  nowhere  but  at  Turk's  Island, 
while  salt  imported  from  all  other  places,  England  in  p^ir- 
ticular,  would  be  exchidcd  from  its  benefits. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  reply,  when  he  was  interrupted 
bv  the  PBEsiDENT,  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
bill  could  not,  according  to  the  rules  of  tlie  Senate,  be  in- 
troduced while  there  was  a  bill,  the  one  noticed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  contemplating  the  same  mea- 
sure, lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied,  that  the  bill  he  sought  to  introduce 
was  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  a  particular  kind  of  salt, 
alum;  while  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  vasto 
repeal  the  duty  on  salt  in  general.  He,  tlierefbre,  thought 
the  measures  were  essentially  different. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  the  object  of  both  bills 
as  to  the  article  of  s;dt,  was  precisely  the  same;  and  that 
the  leave  asked  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  was  net 
in  order. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  felt  so  confident  of  the  concci- 
ness  of  the  opinion  he  had  formed,  and  so  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  importance  of  the  measure,  that  he  must  ap- 
peal to  the  Senate  from  tlie  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tliis  ques- 
tion; which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAYNE  observed  that  the  question  of  order  which 
had  just  arisen  was  a  new  and  important  one.  As  he,  and 
he  believed  otlier  Senators,  wished  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine into  the  rules  of  the  Senate  before  voting  on  tliC 
question,  he  hoped  the  subject  would,  by  general  consent, 
be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was  done. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  bill  for  tlic  adjustment  and  payment  of  the  claims 
of  James  Monroe,  was  taken  up,  and  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  committee, 
on  the  ground  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  NOBLE  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  but  expi*essed  his  decided  opinion  against  its 
ultimate  passage. 

Mr.  HAYNE  replied,  that  the  rules  of  their  proceeding, 
when  any  measure  of  a  peculiar  character  came  before 
them,  directed  that  a  particular  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  its  consideration.  The  claims  of  Mr.  Monroe 
were  of  a  peculiar  description,  and  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  with  the  vast  business  they  had  on  hand,  could  not 
have  time  to  investigate  them  before  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent session.  When  these  claims  were  on  a  former  occa- 
sion before  the  Senate,  they  had  been  refen'ed  to  a  select 
committee,  of  which  he  was  a  member;  and  from  this  he 
knew  that  their  investigation  would  be  attended  with  con- 
siderable difficulty,  and  would  require  the  attention  of  a 
select  committee,  to  be  confined  to  themselves  alone.  In 
advocating  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee,  at  lbi> 
state  of  the  bill,  he  expressed  no  opinion  whatever  on  its 
merits. 

Mr.  BELL  was  of  opinion  tliat  it  should  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  as  he  understood  from  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Uaymk,]  tluit  thesubji^c; 
had  before  been  referred  to  a  select  committee,  was  of 
opinion  it  was  better  to  follow  the  same  course  at  present. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  NOBLE'S  amend- 
ment, when  it  was  negatived;  and  it  ballot  being  taken, 
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Messrs.  Hatnk,    Saxford,    FRiLixonvTSBir,  Bell,  and 
IikPiiLL,  were  appointed  a  select  committee. 

PAY  OF  NAVY  OFFICERS. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  BABWAnB, 
of  Pennsv]?ania,  concerning  the  pay  of  masters  command- 
ant and  nrst  lieutenants,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  B.  stated  tliat  the  object  of  his  resolution  was 
that  the  Naval  Committee  should  inquire  into  the  necessity 
of  increasing  the  pay  of  nuistcrs  commandant  and  first 
L'cutenants.  The  bill  of  last  session  on  the  subject  of  tbc 
Kary,  which  had  been  reported,  was  of  a  general  descrip- 
tion, and  had  not  been  acted  upon.  It  was  well  known 
that  masters  commandant  were  inadequately  paid,  consid- 
ering the  nature  of  the  duties  they  had  to  perform,  and 
ti;at  first  lietitenants  had  no  higher  pay  than  junior  lieu- 
teaints,  who  h;id  not  the  same  responsibility,  and,  in  com- 
parison, but  trifling  services  to  perform.  Mr.  B.  further 
st;itct],  tliat  it  was  bis  object  to  liave  a  medium  pay  fixed, 
for  the  former  officers,  of  seventy-five  dollars  per  month, 
^•itl  six  dollars  fur  rations,  in  place  of  the  present  pay, 
Y.hich  varied  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  scale;  and  also  to 
itiisc  the  pay  of  first  lieutenants  in  proportion. 

Mr.  HAYNE  suggested  to  the  gentleman  the  propriety 
ofmoUifyinghis  resolution — in  its  present  form,  it  could  be 
of  no  efiect.  There  was  no  necessity  for  making  inquiry 
on  the  subject:  the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate  last 
Year,  though,  from  its  general  nature,  it  had  failed  in  the 
House,  had  settled  the  principle  tliat  a  graduated  scale 
v^  necessary.  Than  tlic  officers  of  the  rank  mentioned, 
none  belter  deserved  an  increase  of  pay.  No  officers  had 
a  |,vcater  share  of  duties  to  perform  than  tlic  masters  com- 
iTjancLnt^  and  it  was  also  true  that  first  lieutenants,  though 
<>f  long  standing,  and  placed  iu  such  a  responsible  situation 
in  the  commanding  of  a  ship,  were  no  better  paid  than 
j'inior  lieutenants  of  yesterday.  He  would  suggest  to  tlie 
.Ttntlcman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BAUirAnD,]  so  to 
<^'>  "igc  his  resolution,  as  to  direct  the  committee  to  repoK 
^^lii  in  reference  to  officers  of  the  above  named  ranks,  and 
^ 'J'll  of  this  abstract  description  was  likely  to  be  forward- 
ed when  a  bill  of  a  more  genial  nature  might  not  succeed. 

^Ir.  DAUNAllD  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion,  and  the 
r'':>olution  was  modified  to  read  as  follows,  and  thus  adopted: 

Rtsdvcdj  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiiiirs  be  in- 
^'^"iictedto  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for  increasing  the  pay 
^:><i  emoluments  of  masters  commandant  in  the  Navy  of 
^lie  United  States;  and  also  of  allowing  additional  compen- 
i-i'ion  to  lieutenants,  when  acting  as  first  lieutenants  of 
^  ^'lip  of  the  line,  frigate,  or  sloop  of  war,  according  to 
tlic  rate  of  the  vessel. 

The  remainder  of  tlie  sitting  was  spent  in  Executive 
^'iVjicss. 


Wkojixsoat,  F£BKUAKT  9. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  that,  at  tlie  last  session  of  Congress 
a  report  was  received  from  the  Postmaster  Cienera},  and, 
m  consequence  of  the  absence,  at  the  time  of  its  receipt, 
of  the  genUeroan  who  made  the  call,  it  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
l>le.  He  now  moved  that  the  report  be  printed  for  the 
Uic  of  the  Senate.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  resolution  declaring  that  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  present  condition  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  were  not  authorized  to  call  before  them 
ptrsons  removed  from  office,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
•f'R  the  causes  of  their  removal,  was  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  concluded  his  speech  in  support  of  the 
rj'solution.  [The  remarks  made  by  Mr.  G.  to-day  are  in- 
cluded in  the  report  of  his  speech  under  the  head  of  Mon- 
day.] 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  (another  member  of  the  committee 
«  inquiry)  next  rose.  He  said  he  would  detain  the  Se- 
^^^  with  a  very  few  remarks;  and,  but  for  a  notice  by  the 


chairman,  of  certain  proceeding's  of  the  committee,  when 
he  was  not  present,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  have 
mingled  at  all,  at  this  time,  in  the  debate.  Absence  from 
the  committee,  at  any  time,  might,  unexplained,  be  con- 
sidered a  dereliction  of  duty,  with  which  he  did  not  feel 
himself  in  the  least  degree  chargeable.  It  was  well  known 
to  the  chairman,  as  well  as  to  the  other  members  of  the 
committee,  that,  previous  to  anv  knowledge  of  the  meet- 
ing alluded  to,  he  had  been  notified  to  meet  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  a  standing  committee  of  the  Senate, 
of  M'hich  he  wasa  member.  This  fact  he  had  commani- 
cated  to  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee,  before  the 
meeting  had  been  called.  This  much  he  had  thought' pro- 
per tu  say,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  his  absence 
from  tlie  committee  that  morning. 

It  was  not  his  purpose,  said  Mr.  H.,  to  go  into  an  ex- 
amination then  of  the  condition  of  the  General  Post  Of- 
fice, fur  that  Was  a  duty  confided  to  the  committee,  which 
had  not  yet  been  performed;  that,  on  the 'fragments  of  tes- 
timony as  yet  before  the  committee,  he,  for  one,  would  not 
form  any  definite  opinion,  and  he  would  not  prejudge  the 
case.  The  committee  had  closed  the  testimony  on  no  one 
single  point.  The  testimony  of  Abraham  Bradley,  the 
first  witness,  had  not  been  closed.  Mr.  H.  here  spoke  of 
the  late  Postmaster  General,  and  said,  tliat  of  him  he  had 
a  most  exalted  opinion.  lie  believed  him  to  be  an  honest 
man;  an  upright  and  efficient  officer.  He  remarked  that 
as  to  the  present  Postmaster  General,  he  would  not,  at 
this  time,  pass  cither  censure  or  eulogy;  that  in  doing  either 
he  should  feel  himself  prejudging  the  Case  before  the  evi- 
dence had  been  heard.  The  committee  had  a  large  field 
before  them;  had  taken  as  yet  but  little  testimony,  com- 
pared with  that  thought  necessary;  and  that  so  far  there 
was  no  testimony  before  the  committee  to  criminate  tlic 
Postmaster  General.  This  remark  he  thought  proper  to 
make,  for,  from  the  journal  of  the  committee,  frequently 
referred  to,  he  had  been  seen  voting  very  bread,  and  al- 
most unlimited  inquiries,  answers  to  which  might  seriously 
implicate  the  Postma.ster  General;  inquiries  of  which  the 
Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  had  com- 
plained to  the  Senate.  He  had,  at  the  instance  of  the  chair- 
man, voted  interrogatories,  based  on  the  allegations  of  per- 
sons unknown  and  unnamed  to  the  committee;  he  had 
sanctioned  questions  which  did  not  appear  to  him  very  ne- 
cessary, because  other  members  of  the  committee  thought 
them  so,  and  it  was  proper  for  him  to  say  that  this  course 
was  not  based  on  any  testimony  given  to  the  committee,  of 
existing  maladministration  in  tlie  department,  but  was 
taken  in  order  to  g^ve  free  and  expanded  scope  to  the 
examination,  that  misdemeanor,  if  it  existed,  might  be  fer- 
reted out,  or,  that  rumor  with  her  hundred  tongues  might 
be  hushed  into  silence.  Justice  required  tliis  to  prevent 
erroneous  impressions  from  the  course  he  was  pursuing; 
and  while  he  thus  acted,  and  should  now  vote,  against  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  wish  the 
inquiry  to  progress,  he  should  feel  himself  bound,  now, 
and  at  all  times,  to  do  justice. 

He  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the  proceedinn  of 
the  committee  thus  far  exhibited  before  the  Senate;  for  it 
had  been  agreed,  that  until  they  should  be  given  in  the 
form  of  a  report,  they  should  remain  exclusively  with  the 
committee.  But  of  this  he  would  not  complain,  for  every 
thing  done  by  him  in  committee  had  been  done  from  the 
house  top,  and  nothing  for  concealitient.  The  chairman, 
however,  had  thought  proper  to  suggest,  and  somewhat  in 
the  tone  of  complaint,  that  a  modification  of  one  question, 
calling  on  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  causes  of  remo- 
val, hud  been  made.  He  says  that,  in  the  interrontory  re- 
ferred to,  the  causes  of  removal  in  each  individuid  case  are 
not  required,  and  that  the  Postmaster  General  is  request- 
ed to  classify  the  causes  for  brevity's  sake.  Mr.  U.  said 
he  had  voted  for  this  modification,  wishing  to  make  a  re- 
port at  the  present  session,  and  believing  that  ^thout  the 
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modification  it  would  be  impossible  for  tlie  depaKment  to 
answer  the  call  before  the  4th  of  March.  How  correct 
he  was  in  that  opinion,  the  communication  from  the  De- 
partment to  the  committee  would  show.  Mr.  HEKDaic&s 
Dcre  read  as  follows: 

«<  Post  Office  Dspabtx evt, 
January  Zl^  1831. 

'*  Sib;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letters  of  the  18th  and  of  the  27th  instant. 

"  The  preparation  of  the  statement  necessary  to  a  reply 
to  the  interrogatories  formerly  submitted  by  the  commit- 
tee, was  immediately  commenced,  and  has  been  unremit- 
tingly prosecuted  by  the  department.  It  has  required 
not  only  the  application  of  all  the  dbposable  force  of  the 
department,  delaying  some  of  its  important  current  busi- 
ness, but  has  employed  unremittingly  several  additional 
clerks:  when  the  work  is  completed,  it  will  be  forthwith 
submitted  to  the  committee.     I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c. 

,  "  W.  T.  BARRY. 

••Hon.  Mr.  Clattojt,  Chatrfnan,  &c." 

Mr.  H,  said  he  might,  however,  here  state,  that  he  be- 
lieved but  one  member  of  the  committee  thought  this  a 
matter  of  any  great  consequence.  All  the  members  ex- 
cept the  one  propounding  the  interropktoiy,  viewed  the 
question  as  one  of  comparatively  small  importance.  This 
he  knew  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  chairman.  Nor  could 
he  see  the  difference  for  any  practical  result,  between  the 
question  modified,  and  the  question  as  it  was  originally 
mimed;  for,  if  fifly  postmasters  were  removed  for  pre- 
cisely the  same  cause,  the  statement  of  that  cause  once,  as 
applicable  to  the  list,  would  surely  be  as  certain  and  satis- 
factory, as  if  that  cause  had^been  stated  fif^y  times,  and  the 
statement  appended  to  each  name. 

The  narrative  of  one  or  two  incidents  in  committee,  he 
thought  somewhat  incorrect.  Every  thing  had  not  been 
related  precbely  as  recollected  by  him.  On  tlie  sugges- 
tions contained  in  a  letter  to  one  of  the  Senators  from 
Virginia,  charging  the  Postmaster  General  with  malcon- 
duct  about  some  Southern  contracts,  and  referring  to 
affidavits  and  witnesses,  it  was  proposed  to  send  for  several 
witnesses  to  Virginia.  This  letter  had  been  handed  round 
among  the  members  of  tlie  committee,  and  a  meeting 
called.  It  was  instantly  determined  in  committee  to  send 
for  the  witnesses;  but,  on  the  confident  statement  of  a 
member,  that  the  testimony,  the  very  affidavits  spoken  of 
in  the  letter,  were  to  be  had  at  the  post  office,  it  was 
thought  best  to  procure  the  affidavits  first;  and  the  diver- 
sity of  opinion  in  committee  was,  not  whether  the  wit- 
nesses should  be  sent  for  if  needed,  but  whether  the  do- 
cumentary testimony  should  first  be  procured  from  the 
department.  It  was  remarked,  that  the  documents  ought 
first  to  be  procured,  and  then,  if  these  were  not  satisfac- 
tory, we  would  incur  the  expense  of  sending  for  the  wit- 
nesses, and  this  opinion  prevailed.  The  chairman  and  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  were  required  by  the  committee 
to  perform  the  duty  of  ^ng  to  the  post  office  and  pro- 
curing the  affidavits,  which  duty  the  Senate  had  been  told 
was  not  yet  performed;  and  if  there  were  any  delay  in 
this,  the  Senate  would  see  that  it  laid  at  the  door  of  the 
Senators  from  Delaware  and  Tennessee.  The  sense  and 
the  vote  of  the  conmiittee  were,  that  the  persons  should 
be  forthwith  sent  for,  if  the  papers  were  not  satisfactory : 
and  after  all  this,  well  understood  as  he  supposed,  it 
seemed  to  him  somewhat  strange  that  the  chairman  in  this 
should  feel  himself  justified  in  talking  about  delay. 

One  other  instance  in  which  the  facts,  as  they  occurred, 
had  been  misapprehended.  The  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee at  which  the  exannnation  of  Mr.  Bradley  was  com- 
menced, had  been  named,  and  his  motion  to  aajoum  cited 
as  a  measure  of  delay.  He  had  been  represented  as  giv- 
ing reasons  for  that  motion;  but  whatever  incidental  con- 
versation might  have  taken  place  about  that  time,  he  had 
given  no  reason  for  bis  motion  to  adjourn.  He  would  have 


been  saved  tlie  trouble  of  noticing  this,  if  it  had  been 
stated  tliat  the  committee  had  met  in  the  afternoon,  after 
a  long  session  of  the  Senate,  and  had  continued  in  com- 
mittee some  considerable  time  after  candle-lighting.  This 
the  Senate  would  no  doubt  say  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
adjournment.  There  was  no  probability  of  being  able  to 
g^t  through  with  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bradley  tliat  night, 
and  the  committee  then  thought,  as  they  have  thought 
ever  since,  that  night  sessions  on  this  business  were  un- 
reasonable, and  too  laborious,  and  have  had  none  of  them 
since. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  said,  tliat  the  whole  matter  had 
confirmed  him  in  a  belief  of  the  correctness  of  his  vote 
originally  given,  for  refei*ring  this  examination  to  the 
standing  committee.  That  was  the  committee  which 
ought  to  have  been  charged  with  this  duty.  With  the  af- 
fairs of  that  department,  the  standing  committee  roust 
necessarily  be  more  familiar  than  the  select  committee 
could  possibly  be.  It  was  their  ordinary  business  and 
duty  to  examine  into  and  understand  the  condition  of  the 
General  Post  Office.  To  a  select  committee  the  wh^e 
business  was  entirely  new. 

From  what  had  been  said,  it  would  readily  be  seen  that 
the  committee  were  employed  in  a  most  laborious  examina- 
tion; and  should  tlie  Senate  pass  tlie  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  the  committee  would  be  relieved 
from  much  of  its  burden.     He  could  not,  however,  vote 
for  the  resolution.     He  entered  upon  the  duties  required 
of  the  committee  with  g^at  reluctance,  but,  having  pro- 
ceeded thus  far,  he  was  inclined  to  go  through.    Let  us 
not,  said  Mr.  H.,  waste  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  debat- 
ing the  matter  now.    The  Senator  from  Delaware  was  the 
first  who  moved  in  this  business.     He  had  repeatedly  said 
that  there  was  good  reason  for  believing  in  the  malad- 
ministration of  the  department,  and  said,  let  us  have  light. 
He  would  not  undertake,  at  this  time,  to  say  any  thing 
about  the  maladministration  of  the  department,  but  with 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  he  would  vote  against  the 
resolution  before  the  Senate,  and  proceed  in  the  busness 
of  the  committee.     He  would  not  consent  to  stop  at  the 
present  point,  and  publish  this  discussion  to  the  world,  to 
become  a  political  text-book,  instead  of  authentic  facts 
and  testimony.     Something  had  been  said  in  committee 
about  larg«  extra  allowances  to  contractors  in  tliis  neigh- 
borhood.     This  allegation  he  wished  to  inquire    into. 
Suggestions,  too,  had  been  made  of  similar  improprieties 
in  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  represent.     I'his  matter 
he  wished  to  know  all  about.     He  was  anxious  to  know  if 
there  were  any  serious  eril  in  the  department;  any  thing 
seriously  to  militate  against  the  passage  of  the  post  route 
bill,  now,  and  last  session  too,  before  Congress.     The  de- 
partment should,  if  possible,  sustun  its  own  weight.     He 
was  far,  however,  from  believing  that  it  ought  to   be 
looked  to  as  a  source  of  revenue.     Intelligence,  and  the 
convenience  of  the  people,  were  its  chief  objects.     He 
was  anxious  that  the  post  route  bill  should  paas,  and  for 
one,  if  that  measure  were  necessary,  he  would  vote  an  ap- 
propriation to  meet  the  expense.     It  was  his  wt^  that  the 
new  settlements  of  his  own  State  should  be  supplied  with 
the  mail,  and  in  that  point  of  view  felt  an  interest  in  the 
w^hole  matter  which  others  might  not  feel. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  again  took  the  floor.  It  is,  said  he, 
with  unfeigned  reluctance  that  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
again  engaging  in  a  discussion  of  a  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Laboring  as  I  do  at  this 
time  under  considerable  indispo»tion,  it  would  j^e  much 
more  agreeable  to  my  feelings,  if  consistent  with  my  sense 
of  duty,  to  suffer  those  who  ori^nated  this  debate  to 
••form  their  political  text-book  for  the  year,"  as  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  has  phrased  it,  without  any  at' 
tempt  on  my  part  to  mar  its  beauties  or  correct  its  errors^ 
but  the  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the 
Senate  on  this  subject  have  been  so  grossly  perverted,  and 
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the  real  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
as  they  appear  from  the  documents  before  us,  has  been  so 
Lncorrectiy  represented  by  the  members  from  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Tennessee,  [Messrs.  Woodburt  and  Grundy,] 
that  I  am  again  compelled  to  trespass  upon  the  indul^^ence 
of  this  honorable  body. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discharge  this  necessary  duty,  suf- 
fer me,  sir,  briefly,  to  notice  an  observation  wliich  fell 
from  the  member  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bsittov,]  in  the 
course  of  a  debate  on  the  salt  tax,  originated  by  him,  and 
which  you  then  pronounced  to  be  disorderly.  He  was 
pleased  to  sa^  that  the  Senate  ought  not  to  deny  him  a 
hearing  on  his  important  motion  to  abolish  the  duty  on 

-1 Ti*. i-ri_  Ai: .   Ml*    _  i_    ^     j^      ^i  •     .' 


alum  salt,  while  they  so  willingly  consented  to  this  inves- 
tigation,  *•  which  enjfaged  them  as  petty  constables  in 
ferreting  out  crimes  of  which  they  might  afterwards  be- 
come judges."  There  was  nothing,  sir,  in  the  source 
from  which  this  sprung,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
made,  or  in  the  occasion  which  gave  it  birth,  that  would 
hare  entitled  it  to  any  notice  from  me,  but  for  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  argument  involved  in  it,  tliat  the  Senate  ought 
not  to  inquire  into  impeachable  matter.  That  argument, 
sir,  has  been  urged  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
and  supported  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  de- 
prive the  committee  of  the  power  of  ascertaining  the 
principles  upon  which  your  Postmaster  General  has  re- 
raored  so  many  hundreds  of  officers  from  his  department. 
If  it  has  not  been  sufficiently  met  and  answered  already,  it 
was  because  such  an  argument  was  not  deemed  worthy  of 
any  labored  reply.  It  is  not  every  hypocritical  pretence 
which  ingenuity  can  resort  to  for  the  purpose  of  screen- 
ing guilt  or  condemning  innocence;  not  the  complaint  of 
every  sycophant  who  bends  before  power,  and  who  would 
prostrate  the  dignity  of  the  Senate  while  he  affects  to 
mourn  over  its  fall,  that  merits  an  answer  from  me.  But 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  Represents  the 
highly  respectable  Legislature  which  elected  him,  and 
who  doubtless  thinks  there  is  weight  in  this  objection 
-« hen  he  presses  it,  I  answer  that  the  object  of  the  whole 
inquiry,  as  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  resolution,  under 
the  authority  of  which  he  and  I  are  acting  as  members  of 
a  committee,  is  to  enable  us  to  legislate;  that  it  was  not 
instituted  to  lay  the  foundation  for  any  impeachment;  that 
the  right  which  the  Senate  enjoys  as  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  the  Union,  involves  the 
riglit  to  inquire  into  any  and  every  abuse  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  which  legislation  can  reach, 
and  which  Congress  ought  either  to  limit  or  prevent. 
The  power  to  inquire  whether  a  law  be  necessary,  must 
be  incident  and  subsidiary  to  the  power  to  make  it. 

His  reasoning  to  screen  the  Postmaster  General  from 
this  investi^tion  proves  too  much«  It  would  prevent  us 
from  examining  the  conduct  of  all  those  subordinate  offi- 
cers of  this  Government,  who  are  as  liable  to  impeachment 
as  the  President  or  cliiefs  of  departments.  The  ^ntle- 
man  from  Maine  has  justly  remarked  that  the  Senate  is, 
for  some  purposes,  a  judicial,  for  others  an  executive, 
and  for  others  a  legislative  body.  It  exercises  all  the 
powers  incident  to  each  of  these  capacities,  independently 
of  others.  Was  it  ever  hcard'that  the^enate  forbore  to 
counsel  and  advise  the  President  in  their  executive  cha- 
r^ter, because  they  might  thereby  prejudge  matters  which, 
by  possibility,  might  afterwards  be  submitted  to  them  as 
legislators?  Should  we  refuse  to  hear  a  word  to  convince 
us  of  the  necessity  of  passing  an  act  to  prevent,  by  increas- 
ing the  penalties  for  extortion  in  our  public  officers,  be- 
cause we  might  be  called  upon  to  try  them  as  judges? 
Did  we  refuse  to  decide  in  our  judicial  capacity  a  question 
of  contempt,  because  such  a  bill  as  has  suice  been  intro- 
duced, to  regulate  the  law  of  contempt,  might  be  brought 
before  us?  The  argument,  if  it  deserve  the  name  of  one, 
vould  subyert  the  power,  and  obstruct  the  whole  .action 
of  the  Senate.     In  all  such  cases  the  objection  of  prejudg- 


ing is  met  and  crushed  by  the  antagonizing  conaderation, 
that  our  duty  to  the  people,  and  our  oaths  to  support  the 
magna  charta  of  their  liberties,  require  of  us  to  close  every 
avenue  against  the  possible  abuse  of  power,  and  to  expose 
and  restrain  every  encroachment  upon  their  rights.     Sir, 
there  are,  perhaps,  a  hundred  cases  appearing  on  our  re- 
cords, in  which  inquiries  have  been  made  here  into  abuses 
of  the  Government,  for  the  purposes  of  legislation;  and  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  this  is  the  first  time,  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  body,  when  such  an  objection  has  been  advanc- 
ed to  screen  a  public  officer  from  a  fair  and  full  investi- 
gation of  the  principles  which  have  regulated  his  official 
conduct     It  is  no  less  striking  than  novel,  too,  that  tiie 
friends  of  tlie  Postmaster   General  should  betiay  such 
great  sensitiveness,  lest  the  examination  of  the  committee 
should  lead  to  his  impeachment.     When  that  committee 
was  appointed  in  the  early  part  of  this  session,  it  was 
vauntingly  urged  by  his  friends  here,  that  they  defied  the 
investigation,  and  courted  the  inquiry.     Their  cry  was, 
**  none  but  the  galled  jade  winces."     •*  Examine  every 
thing,  and  you  will  find  all  right."     The  original  resolu- 
tion directing  the  inquiry  into  the  entire  maiwement  of 
the  department,   was  adopted  witli  an  air  of  triumph, 
though  the  anxiety  to  avoid  the  scrutiny  of  a  select  com- 
mittee did  not  very  well  comport,  as  I  thought  then,  sir, 
with  the  lofty  and  sounding  phrases  which  accompanied  it. 
When  the  trial  begins,  we  see  that  a  new  light  is  suddenly 
shed  on  the  question  tlien  decided.     A  part  of  the  power 
which  was  delegated  on  the  committee,  must  be  now  re- 
voked.    The  lij^ht  begins  to  shine  too  brightly,  and  the 
cry  is,  we  are  afraid  you  will  disclose  impeachable  matter. 
In  other  words,  the  fear  is,  tliat  the  Postmaster  General 
has  so  grossly  violated  the  law  and  the  constitution,  that  if 
we  suffer  your  committee  to  examine  his  principles  of  offi- 
cial action^  with  a  view  to  restrain  him,  we  may  be  com- 
pelled to  try  him  on  an  impeachment!     I  will  not  deny 
this,  sir,  because  it  has,  doubtless,  been  permitted  to  tliese 
gentlemen  to  learn  much  more  of  the  secrets  of  his  de- 
partment than  myself;  and,  as  I  do  not  love  to  contradict 
gentlemen  wh.en  I  can  avoid  it,  I  iig^ee  that  the  apprehen- 
sions they  express  may  be  well  grounded.     If  the  proof 
be  not  arrested,  a  scene  of  barter  and  juggling  for  office 
tnay  be  disclosed,  the  like  of  which  never  before  disgraced 
this  or  any  other  country.     It  may  be,  that  the  people  will 
stand  aghast  at  it,  and  ever}'  honest  man  of  the  political 
party  which  has  elevated  the  chief  pf  this  department  to 
his  present  station^  shall  view  this  scene  of  political  cor- 
ruption with  horror!     Does  the  department  cower  under 
these  charges,  sir?     Does  it,  in  the  face  of  an  honest  but 
deluded  people,  still  shun  the  light  under  the  hypocritical 
pretence  that  we  cannot  inquire  into  impeachable  matter! 
Yes,  sir,  it  dare  do  this;  and  it  has  found  a  supporter  here, 
who,  while  he  expresses  his  fears  that  we  are  tenvting  out 
crimes  of  which  we  may  gfterwards  become  judges,  de- 
nounces us  as  petty  constables  for  our  trouble.     Xet^  be 
it  remembered  that  this  comes  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Executive  Patronage;  and,  as  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  who  was  a  member  of  it,  has  alleged,  without 
contradiction,  in  the  debate  here,  from  the  very  author  of 
the  report  of  that  committee,  which,  in  1826,  examined 
every  department  of  the  Government  for  abuses,  and  re- 
ported six  bills  to  check  the  current  of  Executive  power, 
with  a  voluminous  expositioi\  of  facts  and  alleged  crimes,  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  legislative  interference.     Look  at  the 
report!     One  of  the  bills  contains  a  clause  to  compel  the 
President  to  assign  the  causes  for  every  remo\'al  from  any 
office  referred  to  in  that  bill.     It  was  not  only  deemed 
proper,  then,  to  disclose  impeachable  matter,  but  neces- 
sary to  compel  that  disclosure  for  executive  as  well  as  le- 
gislative purposes.     Now,  the  very  course  recommended 
at  that  time  is  right  for  no  purpose.    Another  of  these  bills 
provided  that  no  postmaster,  where  the  profits  of  liis  of- 
fice amount  to  a  certain  sum,  shall  be  appointed  to  or  re- 
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moved  from  office  but  by  the  President  and  Senate.  The 
argument  in  favor  of  this  bill  then  pressed  upon  the  peo- 
ple, was,  tliat  the  influence  and  patronage  of  the  depart- 
ment were  so  vast,  that  it  had  become  one  of  the  "  arbiters 
of  human  fate"  in  tliis  countn',  and  could  no  longer  be 
safelr  trusted  to  a  single  individual.  The  committee,  in- 
stead of  telling  us  they  were  afraid  to  ferret  out  crimes, 
bay  they  *<  hold  themselves  to  be  acting  in  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  in  laboring  to  multiply  the  guards,  and  close 
the  avenues  to  the  possible  abuse  of  power;"  and  the  im- 
peachable matter  which  is  now  so  objectionable  a  feature 
in  this  inquiry,  was  then  so  glorious  a  discovery,  that  six 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  were  printed  by  the  Senate, 
and  scattered  throughout  the  country.  We  see  here  who 
were  the  •*  petty  constables"  of  that  day;  and  if  a  change 
of  times  has  not  produced  a  change  of  principle  too,  we 
shall  now  proceed  fearlessly  in  ferreting  out  abuses  of 
every  description  which  we  can  reform  or  inhibit.  If,  for 
doing  so,  we  receive  the  appellation  of  petty  constables, 
let  us  rely  for  our  reward  on  the  approbation  of  our  con- 
sciences and  our  country,  taking  care  to  merit  no  more 
humble  title  than  that  of  honest  constables,  who  never 
diarge  double  compensation  for  their  trouble. 

But  it  is  alleged  that  this  question  was  decided  by  the 
Senate  sit  the  last  session,  when  they  refused  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  which  induced  the  President  to  sweep  the 
list  of  civil  officers,  and  the  aid  of  precedent  is  invoked  to 
efl'ect  a  suppression  of  this  investigation.  Sir,  I  am  not 
aware  that  this  Senate  has,  in  the  gloomiest  period  of  sub- 
serviency to  Executive  will,  decided  the  abstract  principle, 
that  even  the  President  is  above  the  law,  or  that  his  prin- 
ciples of  action,  wliile  administering  the  constitution,  are 
not  liable  to  investigation.  I  know  well,  that,  in  the  exe- 
cutive sessions  during  the  last  year,  inquiries,  in  particular 
cases  of  removal,  were  repeatedly  refused,  some  thinking 
the  inquiries  inexpedient  in  those  particular  instances. 
The  power  of  the  representiitives  of  the  States  was  held 
insliglit  estimation  by  the  advocates  of  Executive  influence 
at  that  day,  it  is  most  true;  but  even  then  no  man  pre- 
tended that  all  tlie  subordinate  officers  of  the  Government 
should  be  covered  with  the  same  aegis  which  protected 
their  chief.  The  argument  then  was,  sir,  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  answerable  only  to  the  people  who  elected  him 
at  the  polls,  and  not  to  their  representatives — a  distinction 
to  which  1  never  bowed  with  any  respect,  and  which  I 
still  think  is  entitled  to  none.  But  the  chiefs  of  depart- 
ments are  neither  elected  by  the  people  nor  the  States, 
nor  answerable  to  either  in  any  other  way  than  through 
their  representatives  here,  by  whom  their  whole  powers 
arc  conferred.  The  Postmaster  General,  like  the  rest  of 
these  chiefs,  is  an  officer  unknown  to  the  constitution,  and 
(he  cfeature  of  the  law  only.  Congress  enacted  the  law 
which  constitutes  his  whole  authority  for  action.  It  made 
lym.  It  can  repeal  that  law  and  unmake  him.  Upon  the 
very  principles  conceded  by  those  who  sheltered  your 
president  from  scrutiny,  the  chief  of  this  tlepartment  is 
amenable,  like  every  other  creature  of  the  law,  to  his 
creators.  And  if  not,  then  is  every  other  executive  offi- 
cer of  this  Goveniment  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circum- 
stances, above  the  very  law  which  established  his  office. 
You  cannot,  on  this  principle,  investigate  the  conduct  of 
the  most  petty  officer  in  the  customs,  without  invading  the 
royal  prerogative;  and  the  principle  that  the  ••  King  can 
do  no  wrong,"  which  even  England  knows  only  in  theory, 
is  here  transferred  to  every  subordinate  of  the  Govern- 
ment, until  every  "pelting  petty  officer"  becomes  a  tyrant, 
amenable  to  no  human  tribunal  but  the  will  of  his  political 
chief. 

There  does  not  exist  in  this  Government  a  department 
which,  by  law,  it  held  so  irresponsible  to  Congress,  or  the 
people,  as  the  post  office.  It  disburses,  annually,  from 
Its  own  funds,  $1,932,000  among  the  people;  of  which 
$595,000  is  paid  to  (>ostmaster9,  all  subject  to  be  removetl 


for  a  smile  op  a  frown,  at  any  moment,  by  its  chief.    The 
sum  of  $1,274,000  is  paid  for  transportation  of  the  mail,  to 
individuals  who  arc  equally  liable,  for  a  smile  or  a  froun, 
to  be  embarrassed  by  the  regulations  of  the  department, 
(such,  for  instance,  as  the  loss  of  a  single  trip,)  and  driven 
from  its  employment.    If  a  soldier  of  the  revolution  apply 
for  a  scanty  pittance  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
his  claim  must  be  scrutinized,  and  the  will  of  Congress, 
tardily  expressed,  must  sanction  the  compensation,  or  it  is 
lost.     But  how  many  thousands  are  disbursed  by  the  chief 
of  this  department,  at  his  will,   under  the  name  of  extni 
compensation  to  contractors  and  officers,  of  which  no  ac- 
count is  rendered  to  Congress  or  the  people?     Theitcriis 
composing  the  immense  expenditure  of  $1,274,000,  arc 
no  where  laid  before  the  public;  and  it  is  alleged  that,  in 
the  disposition  of  it,  the  grossest  abuses  of  unrestrained 
power  have  been  committed.     What  check,  what  control 
do  you,  can  you,  now  exercise  over  this  vast  disbursement 
of  the  public  treasure?     Is  there  any  department,  of  this 
or  .'iny  other  Government,  whose  means  of  controlling 
public  opinion  are  so  ample,  that  it  is  subject  to  no  check 
or  limit  ?      A  nod  from  its  chief  now  creates,  at  any  mo- 
ment, a  new  clerk,  with  a  salary  of  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  or  drives  him  from  office,  and  you  are 
not  even  consulted  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure; 
nay,  you  remain  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  fact,  for  the  an- 
nual report  does  not  condescend  to  give  you  a  single  item 
in  the  whole  mass  of  these  disbursements.     In  addition  to 
all  this,  more  than  sixty-tliree  thousand  dollars  are  annual- 
ly paid  away,  under  the  head  of  "Incidental  Expcnsi^s," 
at  the  will  of  this  chief  of  a, department;  and  there  is 
not  a  man  on  this  floor  who  can  state  the  number,  and  the 
substance,  of  even  the  principal  items  which  compose  it. 
All  that  you  know  of  it  is,  that,  in  the  report,  a  part  of 
the  mighty  expenditure  of  nearly  two  millions  of  tlollars, 
which  this  department  annually  lavishes  upon  twenty-six 
thousand  officers  and  agents,  is  stated  to  be  composed  of 
'•Incidental  Expenses!"     Sir,  is  it  possible  that  it  can 
escape  a  thinking  intellect,  how  easy  a  part  of  these  im- 
mense sums  might  be  paid  away  to  a  hireling  agent  for  :i*i 
electioneering  tour,  under  the  pretence  of  public  duty' 
Is  it,  dare  it  be,  denied,  that  there  are  secret  agents  in  tlie 
employment  of  this  chief,  whose  compensation,  dcfnu  cd 
out  of  the  public  purse,  is  regulated  by  his  sole  control, 
and  whose  services  are  never  made  known  to  the  people, 
or  their  representatives  here?      Yet,  in  addition  to  all 
these  expenditures,  the  department  draws  annually  from 
the  treasury  the  sum  of  sixty -one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-one  dollars,  to  pay  the  salaries  of  certain  offi- 
cers and  agents,  and  what  are  called  •*  contingent  expen- 
ses" of  the  department,  making  the  whole  actual  aniuial 
disbursement  of  §1,993,993  95.  And,  to  crown  the  climax. 
Congress  is  now  asked  (and  a  bill  lies  before  me  which  has 
actually  been  reported  for  the  purpose)  to  increase  the 
pay  of  the  present  officers  to  an  amount  never  known  be- 
fore, by  more  draughts  on  the  treasury,  and  to  authorise 
the  present  Postmaster  General  to  create  as  many  new 
clerks  as  he  pleases,  each  with  a  salary  of  eight  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid,  not  from  the  funds  of  the 
department,  but  from  the  trea.TOry!*     Is  it  not  ripht  to 
inquire,  then,  for  what  specific  objects  these  expenditures 
have  been  made?   why  the  same  labor  which  was  per- 
formed by  the  old  officers,  cannot  now  be  done  for  the 
same  compensation?  and  upon  what  principles  the  depart- 
ment has  been  regulated  in  constitutuig  the  recipients  of 
its  bounty,  or  removing  the  objects  of  its  aversion  > 

•  On  the  26th  February,  the  department  sent  into  the 
Senate  an  estimate  for  extra  clerk  hire,  amounting  to 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  which  was  inserted  in  the  appro- 
priation bill,  and  makes  the  diwight  on  the  treasury,  to 
sustain<vthe  department  this  year,  eighty-one  thousand 
dollars. 
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It  SO  happened,  sir,  that,  \n  the  course  of  the  few  re- 
marks which  I  yesterday  found  it  necessary  to  submit  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  introduced 
th^s  resolution,  and  commenced  this  debate,  I  entered 
into  some  calculation  of  the  state  of  the  available  funds  of 
this  department.  I  did  so,  as  I  then  distinctly  stated, 
with  a  view  to  explain  the  causes  which  had  induced  this 
investigation,  and  to  exhibit  the  necessity  of  ascertaining 
the  truth  or  untruth  of  what  public  rumor  had  most  confi- 
dently alleged — ^that  the  declension  of  the  public  treasure 
there,  was  owing  to  the  removal  of  so  many  experienced 
and  faithful  agents.  To  this  course,  sir,  that  unflinching 
champion  and  advocate  of  the  department,  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  has  taken  great  exception.  He 
ciiooses  to  assume  that  I,  by  the  mere  statement  of  what 
appears  on  tlie  official  records,  (for  I  did  nothing  more,) 
hive  charged  the  department  with  corruption  and  fraud. 
That  Is  a  result,  sir,  to  which  T  might  arrive  by  the  aid  of 
that  evidence  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  refused 
the  committee  to  hear.  I  would  not  prejudge  the  whole 
cxse,  however,  while  I  rejected  the  testimony,  or  before 
:t  wus  heard.  But,  if  the  charge  of  an  expenditure  un- 
precedented in  the  annals  of  the  department  necessarily 
implies,  as  he  seems  to  consider,  a  charge  of  fraud  and 
corniption,  then,  sir,  that  charge  is  sustained  by  evidence 
which  twenty  times  his  force  can  neither  suppress  nor 
discredit.  The  official  report  shows  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditures for  the  last  year  to  be  $150,574  38  more  than 
wis  ever  expended  in  any  previous  year.  To  counteract 
the  effect  of  this  single  fact,  the  member  from  New  Hamp- 
sJirre  boasts  that  the  receipts  of  the  department  have  ex- 
ceeded those  of  the  preceding  year  by  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Now,  sir,  he  who  affects,  with 
such  an  air  of  triumph,  to  call  my  attention  to  "dates  and 
fignres,"  should  be  a  little  more  careful  in  reference  to 
them  himself.  The  great  difficulty  with  this  sounding  de- 
claration is,  that  it  is  not  true.  The  Postmaster  General's 
own  report,  in  the  firat  ten  lines  of  it,  proves  how  misera- 
bly the  member  is  mistaken.  The  receipts  for  the  last 
year  were  $1,850,'580  10;  those  of  the  preceding  year 
were  $1,707,418  42;  and  the  difference  in  the  receipts  is 
1143,164  68.  The  receipts  for  the  year  ending  the  1st 
of  July,  1828,  were  $1,598,877  95,  a  sum  which  is  less 
than  that  for  1830,  by  $251,705  15  only.  When  the  gen- 
tieman,  in  the  excess  of  his  zeal  to  lavish  encomiums  on 
U»e  department,  only  doubled  the  real  excess  of  revenue 
of  1830  over  that  or  1829,  and  supposed  he  was  thereby 
casting  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Barry  into  the  shade,  we 
mti^  in  charity,  suppose  that  he  had  forgotten  that  the 
real  ratio  of  increase  of  revenue,  since  the  latter  came  into 
office,  had  fallen  short  of  that  of  former  years.  I  do  not 
suppose,  sir,  that  he  wilfully  stated  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  thousand  dollars  to  be  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  I  do  suppose  that  some  one  had  informed  him 
that  this  statement  was  correct.  The  fact  is,  the  increase 
was  two  per  cent,  less  than  usual.  In  a  country  where 
the  increase  of  population  is  so  rapid  as  in  ours,  where 
the  demand  of  all  classes  fop  intercourse  through  the  mail 
is  constantly  growing,  the  revenue  for  postage  must,  and 
will,  if  proper  attention  be  bestowed  upon  it,  annually  in- 
crease in  a  corresponding  ratio;  and  a  Postmaster  General, 
whose  advocate  can  rest  his  pretensions  to  public  confi- 
dence upon  no  better  evidence  than  that  increase  which 
must  be  inevitable,  affords  but  slender  cause  for  his  advo- 
cate to  shout  victory  before  the  battle  is  begun. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  member  then  pro- 
ceeds to  reply  to  my  remark,  that,  from  the  statement 
of  the  Postmaster  General  himself,  the  department  is 
tinable  ti»  meet  the  public  demand  for  post  routes;  and 
tliat,  if  that  statement  be  true,  unless  some  change  shotild 
occur  in  the  administration  of  its  affali*s,  it  woidd  soon 
reach  the  period  of  its  bankruptcy.  Now,  sir,  to  substan- 
tiate my  position,  suffer  me  to  refer  the  member  to  a  few 


passage's  in  only  two  of  Mr.  Barry's  communications  to 
Congress,  which  cover  the  whole  ground.  In  March,  1830, 
he  writes  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  of  the  other  House,  as  appears  by  the  printed  re- 
port of  that  committee,  in  vol.  3d  of  the  reports  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  No.  361,  that,  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1829,  the  available  funds  of  the  department  amount- 
ed to  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  and  sixty-five  dol- 
lars, being  the  sum  which  he  thus  admits  Mr.  McLean  had 
lef^,  after  paying  all  the  expenses  of  the  department  dur- 
ing his  administration;*  and,  at  the  same  time,  he  admits 
that,  during  all  former  perioils  of  its  history,'  **all  the  ex- 
penses of  transportation,  and-  others  incident  to  this  de- 
partment, have  been  defrayed  by  its  own  resources,  with- 
out any  appropriation,  at  any  time,  to  meet  them,  from 
the  treasury."  But,  in  addition  to  this,  he  admits  that 
Timothy  Pickering,  Joseph  Habersham,  Gideon  Granger, 
Return  J.  Meigs,  and  John  McLean,  had  actually  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  this  nation  the  sum  of  $1,103,063,  no 
part  of  which  had  ever  been  drawn  by  the  department; 
but  which  had  remained  in  the  treasury  to  augment  the 
revenue,  and  strengthen  the  arm  of  the  Government. 
Then,  in  the  same  document,  he  informs  the  committee, 
that  "now  the  greatest  possible  frugality  is  necessary  in 
the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  department,  and 
without  any  considerable  improvement  in  mail  facilities 
for,  it  is  believed,  at  least  three  years  to  come,  to  make 
the  department  sustain  itself  in  its  present  operations, 
without  any  increase  in  the  number  of  mail  routes!"  He 
proceeds  to  inform  them  that  the  two  hundred  new  mail 
routes,  then  called  for,  would  cost  eighty-six  thousand 
dollars,  (the  treasiu-y,  of  course,  to  pay  for  them,  as  the 
department  could  not,)  and  concludes  the  paragraph  by 
saying,  "It  is  not,  however,  apprehended,  that  the  ex- 
isting state  of  the  department,  and  a  continuation  of  the 
accommodations  already  in  operation,  though  its  expenses, 
for  the  present,  greatly  exceed  its  current  income;  will 
require  any  assistance  beyond  what  will  arise  from  its  pro- 
gressive increase  of  revenue;  but,  as  before  stated,  with 
adequate  vigilance,  the  resources  of  the  department  are 
believed  to  be  equal  to  its  present  exigencies."  Here, 
then,  we  see  that,  in  March  last,  such  was  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  department,  that,  for  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  its  administration,  its  funds  were  equal  only  to  its 
then  existing  exigencies,  without  a  cent  to  defray  the  ex-- 
pensc  of  the  mail  routes  which  were  called  for  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Before  that  time,  we  all  know,  that 
"all  the  expenses  of  transportation  were  defrayed  (and 
promptly  too)  from  its  own  resources."  Then  it  cotdd 
only,  by  great  frugality,  "sustain  itself  in  its  present  ope- 
rations," without  being  able  to  pay  for  any  new  mail  routes 
or  mail  facilities  for  three  years  to  come!  Afler  this,  sir, 
comes  the  im|^ortant  question,  have  the  funds  of  the  depart- 
ment increased  since  the  date  of  this  document '  So  far  from 
it,  your  Postmaster  General,  in  his  last  annual  report,  tells 
you,  that  since  that  time,  and  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1830,  its  expenditures  have  exceeded 
its  income  ^^82,124  85;  and  the  two  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars  which  his  predecessor  had  left,  were  then 
reduced  doVn  to  one  hundred  and  foity-eight  thousand 

•  Mr.  McLean,  in  his  communication  to  the  committee, 
dated  February  26,  1831,  states,  that  when  he  left  the 
office,  the  surplus  funds  amounted  to  $289,140  17,  making 
nine  thousand  dollars  more  than  the  amount  stated  by  Mr. 
Barry.  He  also  states  the  whole  amount  of  the  excess 
of  expenditures  above  the  receipts,  from  July  1,  1828,  to 
April  1,  1829,  to  have  been  but  #39,312  90,  including 
$5,832  15  expen<led  for  the  new  post  office  building, 
I  which  he  says  ought  to  have  been  a  charge  on  the  trt  a- 
sury.  Mr.  Barry  states  this  excess,  during  the  same  time, 
at  f  42, 863  95.  See  4th  vol.  State  Papers,  1st  session  21st 
Congress,  document  No.  118. 


159 


GALES  &>  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


160 


S  Sir  ATI.] 


Post  Office  Department, 


[Feb.  9,  ia51. 


dolUif.  From  the  Postmaster  General's  answer  to  a  call 
of  the  other  House,  made  last  year,  to  ascertain  the  excess 
of  expenditure  which  occurred  in  the  three  last  quartei-s 
of  Mr,  McLean's  administration,  it  appears,  that  the  ex- 
cess for  the  first  quarter  of  the  new  administration,  which 
commenced  on  the  Ist  of  April,  and  ended  on  the  1st  July, 
1829,  was  thirty-two  thousand  dollars,  which,  added  to 
the  eighty-two  thousand  dollars,  the  excess  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  shows  that,  in  the  first  fifteen  months  of  his  ad- 
ministration, the  ftmds  of  the  department  were  reduced 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  dollars.  I  commend 
the  gentleman  of  "dates  and  figures"  to  an  examination 
of  these  stubborn  facts;  and  when  he  has  learned  them,  I 
may  pray  his  opinion  on  the  question,  whether,  from  the 
records  before  us,  the  department  is  not  verging  to  insol- 
vency, and  already  rendered  inadequate  to  tlie  purposes  of 
its  creation.  Sir,  he,  and  his  friend  from  Tennessee,  may 
paint  an  inch  thick,  yet  to  this  complexion  it  must  come 
at  last,  unless  tliey  mean  to  contend  that  the  Postmaster 
General  has  either  wilfully  or  ignorantly  misrepresented 
the  state  of  the  funds?  and  I  leave  them  to  choose  which 
branch  of  this  comforUble  dilemma  may  to  tliem  appear 
most  expedient  to  hang  upon  in  his  further  defence. 

At  the  same  time,  sir,  let  mc  by  no  means  be  understood 
to  admit  that  the  present  Postmaster  General's  statement  of 
tlie  available  funds  left  by  his  predecessor  is  correct.  His 
predecessor  stated  the  amount  of  these  available  funds  to 
have  been,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1828,  332,000  dollars, 
after  deducting  all  desperate  accounts.  But  his  successor, 
in  his  report  to  Congress,  reduces  this  sum  (by  deducting 
for  losses  since  ascertained,  and  for  expenditures)  to 
280,000  dollars,  on  the  Ist  day  of  April,  1829.  Whether 
this  does  not  exhibit  tliese  funds  at  the  time  his  predecessor 
left  the  office  in  an  unfair  light,  yet  remains  to  be  ascer- 
tained. What  these  newly  discovered  losses  consisted  of; 
whether  they  had  not  been  previously  taken  into  the  esti- 
mate by  his  predecessor,  and  upon  what  principle  tliat  es- 
timate was  made,  all  remain  to  be  examined;  and  1  hope 
we  shall  ascertain  tliem  yet,  although  the  gentlemen  from 
Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  have,  as  we  have  seen  be- 
fore, refused  to  hear  the  evidence  of  the  solicitor  of  the 
department  on  this  important  branch  of  tlie  subject.  If 
these  funds  have  been  incorrectly  represented  to  Congress 
by  the  present  Postmaster  General,  I  shall  not  stop  to  in- 
quire whether  his  diminution  of  them  was  made  with  a 
view  to  disparage  his  predecessor,  upon  whose  official  re- 
putation he  evidently  put  a  slight  estimate  in  his  fii-st  re- 
port, nor  whetlier  he  purposes  to  place  tlie  sum  he  has 
deducted  from  Mr.  McLean's  estimate  futurely  to  his  own 
credit  as  a  financier;  but  if  the  funds  do  exist,  in  spite  of 
his  report  to  the  contrary,  why  do  all  his  friends  in  both 
Houses  oppose  the  passage  of  tlie  post  route  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  he  has  not  the  money  to  defray  the  expense 
of  establishing  the  routes? 

But  fui-ther,  sir.  My  position  being  fully  sustained  by 
the  Postmaster  General's  own  statements,  1  ask  the  gen- 
tlemen who  undertake  to  decide  the  matter  referred  to  us 
in  his  favor  before  the  investigation  is  begun,  why  is  it, 
that  now,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  is  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of  mail  transport- 
ation on  the  new  routes,  which  the  public  have  demand- 
ed by  their  petitions  here,  and  which  have  swelled  to 
about  three  hundred?  It  was  boasted  by  tlie  gentlemen, 
that  the  Postmaster  General  had  collected  more  revenue 
last  year  than  was  ever  obtained  before  in  a  single  year. 
And  the  member  from  Tennessee  dwelt  with  heartfelt  de- 
light upon  the  fact,  that  the  present  postmaster  of  this 
city,  who  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  Mr.  Munroe,  had  collected  a  larger  sum 
in  a  given  time,  than  the  latter  did  in  the  corresponding 
time  preceding  it.  This,  sir,  with  deference  to  the  gen- 
tleman, is  so  small  a  business,  although  the  Postmaster 
General  has,  as  we  see,  found  a  friend  here  to  make  the 


Qall  for  the  information  with  a  view  to  eflect,  that  I  should 
not  notice  it  but  for  the  imputation  attempted  to  be  cast 
upon  the  excellent  officer  who  was  removed.      Here,  as 
in  all  other  cases  where  a  victim  has  been  singled  out  for 
proscription,  the  efibrt  of  the  department  is  to  deMroy 
his  reputation.     And  yet  this  statement  of  the  Postmaster 
General  has  never  been  printed,  nor  in  any  other  way  has 
the  proscribed  officer  been  notified  of  the  intended  at- 
tack.    But,  saying  nothing  at  this  time  of  the  truth  of  the 
statement,  and  leaving  that  to  Mr.  Munroe  himself,  «  ho 
will  defend  himself  against  this  or  any  other  imputation, 
we  cannot  but  reflect  that,  in  every  growing  town  or  city, 
a  concurrence  of  fortuitous  and  co-operating  circumstanct  s 
often  produces  a  much  greater  revenue  in  one  year  than 
that  of  the  preceding  one.     In  1829,  when  the  new  post- 
master was  appointed,  this  city  was  thronged  with  thou- 
sands of  visiters  and  applicants  for  office,  whose  letter 
postage,  in  addition  to  that  which  the  rapidly  growing 
prosperity  of  the  city  produced,  roust  have  constituted  a 
formidable  item  for  the  Postmaster  General  to  exhibit,  in 
contrast  with  that  of  the  preceding  year.     I  shall  not  stop 
to  estimate  postage  on  office-hunting  letters  at  that  da}-. 
The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  have  far  better  means  of 
judging  of  this.     Doubtless  it  was  enormous.     Nor  shall 
I  point  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  to  the  many  cases 
in  which  the  revenue  has  declined,  after  the  removal  of 
good  officers.     But  as  this,  and   all  like  items,  are  em- 
braced in  the  whole  mass  of  revenue  for  the  year,  I  an- 
swer all  vaunts  of  this  kind  from  the  department,  by  in- 
quiring, in  turn — what  have  you  done  with  tlie  moncj  * 
You  tell  us  that  you  have  expended  about  two  millions  of 
dollars,  and  abstracted  from  the  funds,  in  one  year,  eighty- 
two  thousand  dollars  besides.     How  have  you  disbursed 
tliis  immense  sum?    And  if  your  inability  to  comply  with 
the  public  demand  for  mail  routes,  presenting,  as  y'oti  ac!- 
mit  It  does,  an  unexampled  state  of  embarrassment  in  tlie 
administration  of  this  branch  of  the  public  rei'cnue,  be 
not  owing  to  the  improper  dismissal  of  meritorious  ofiiccrs, 
and  the  substitution  of  inefficient  ones  to  fill  their  places, 
to  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  tliis  state  of  things? 

To  this  important  question  the  gentlemen  reply,  fin^t, 
that  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  increased  mail  facihties 
which  have  -been  established;  and  they  quote  fix*m  tlie 
last  report,  that  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1829,  to  the  l«t 
day  of  July,  1830,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was  in- 
creased in  stages  equal  to  seven  hundred  and  fort3'-fiTe 
thousand  seven  hundi*ed  and  sixty-seven  miles,  and  en 
horseback  and  in  sulkies,  to  sixty-seven  thousand  one 
hundred  and  four  miles.  Admit  this  statement  to  be 
strictly  true,  yet  they  should  have  remembered  that  similar 
mail  facilities  have  always  been  granted  before;  and  they 
also  should  have  read  to  us  so  much  of  tlie  same  report  as 
stages  that  « it  is  in  part  owing  to  these  improvements  that 
the  amount  of  revenue  is  so  much  augmented."  *l*he 
necessary  efiect  of  these  very  improvements  must  be  to 
increase  tlie  amount  of  postages,  and  to  defray,  if  not  all, 
at  least  a  very  large  part  of  their  expense.  But  if  they 
had  proved  a  dead  loss  to  the  whole  amount  of  their  cost, 
it  would  not  account  for  one-half  of  your  expenditure. 
We  are  told  in  the  same  report,  the  average  expense  of 
transportation  by  horse  or  sulky,  is  five  cents  per  mJc,  < 
and  by  stages  thirteen  cents  per  mile,  in  the  southern  di- 
vision. Now,  suppose  these  improvements,  which  have 
**so  much  augmented  the  revenue,"  did  augment  it  to  an 
amount  equal  to  one-half  their  cost;  and  suppose  that 
every  mile  of  this  increased  mail  transportation  in  stages 
cost  thirteen  cents  instead  of  eight  cents,  (tlie  mean  dilf'er- 
ence  between  the  cost  of  that  mode  of  transportation  and 
the  transportation  by  horses  and  sulkies,)  the  expense  of 
the  whole  seven  hundred  and  forty-fire  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  miles  is  but  ^96,949  71;  and 
then  adding  $3,355  20  for  the  mxty-seven  thousand  one 
hundred  and  four  miles  of  transportation  by  hones  and 
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sulkies,  at  five  cents  per  mile,  the  whole  expenditure 
is  but  $100,304  91;  and  the  one-half  of  tliis  we  have  sup- 
posed is  paid  by  the  increase  of  revenue  it  has  produced! 
How  does  this  account  for  the  fact  that  one  hundred  and 
fifij  thousand  dollars  were  last  year  expended  beyond  the 
ilisburscment  of  any  former  year,  and  that  since  the  re- 
signation of  Mr.  McLean  the  whole  annual  revenue  has 
been  sunk,  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  dollars 
(Inwn  from  the  funds  he  left? 

But  if  this  excuse  be  insufficient,  say  the  gentlemen, 
we  have  another.  There  were  new  post  routes  est'iblished 
in  the  time  of  the  predecessor  of  the  present  Postmaster 
General,  a  part  of  the  cost  of  which  has  fallen  on  the  lat- 
ter. On  this  subject,  sir,  I  think  it  can  be  easily  shown, 
that  the  expense  of  establishing  the  new  routes  alluded  to, 
a.T.ounting  to  something  more  than  two  hun<lred,  did  not 
exceed  thirty  tliousand  dollars.  All  the  revenue  which 
the  routes  established  by  the  law  of  1828  produced,  was 
received  by  the  present  Postmaster  General;  not  a  cent  of 
It  by  his  predecessor.  The  whole  expense  of  the  first 
qiLirtcr  after  the  routes  were  established,  was  incurred 
and  paid  before  the  1st  of  April,  1829,  out  of  the  funds 
m  the  hands  of  that  predecessor,  forming,  therefore,  no 
deduction  from  the  surplus  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
uoumd  dollars,  which  was  left  on  the  1st  of  April,  1829. 
Xo  law  lias  passed  since  the  present  Postmaster  General 
came  into  office,  to  compel  him  to  establish  a  single  new 
route.  His  predecessor  established  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
tliree,  including  those  eniimei-atcd  by  tJie  act  of  1827, 
paid  the  expenses  of  tliem  all  without  calling  on  the  trea- 
^m  for  a  dollar,  and  left  more  tlian  two  Tiundred  and 
eiirhty  thousand  dollars  in  the  department!  During  all 
ll»3  Ume,  too,  tliere  was  a  corresponding  increase  of  mail 
tachties  of  every  description.  The  following  statement 
will  sJioiv  how  little  in  his  tlay  the  funds  of  the  depart- 
ment were  affected  by  such  causes  as  are  now  assigned  for 
t-ieir  unprecedented  decline: 

By  the  acts  of  Uie  3d  of  March,  1823,  and  3d  of  March, 
iJi*j,  two  hundred  and  seventy  nine  new  post  routes  were 
estibhsiied,  of  which  two  hundrc<l  and  fourteen  were  in- 
cladcjl  in  the  last  act.  From  tlie  1st  of  July,  1823,  to  the 
ist  of  July,  1824,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was  in- 
creased four  hundred  andninety.five  thousand  one  hundi-ed 
m  eighteen  mUes,  of  which  tliree  hundred  and  seventy- 
lour  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  miles  consisted  of 
s-agfe  transportation i  the  cost  of  all  which  Mr.  McLean 
J^tunatcs  at  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  his  report  of  1824. 
tt>  the  report  of  November,  1 825,  it  appears  that,  from  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1823,  to  the  1st  day  of  July.  1825,  the 
increase  of  mail  accommodation  amounted  to  one  million 
n*  e  hun<Ired  and  twenty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
i*'^nty^),K:  radcs,  and  during  the  same  time  one  thousand 
and  forty  new  post  offices  were  established.  "  Yet,"  says 
w»e  report  of  that  day,  "such  has  been  the  accession  of 
receipts  for  postage,  that  the  additional  expenditure  re- 
quired  by  this  extension  of  the  mail  will  be  met  without 
jumculij;  and  if  Congress  sliould  think  proper  to  relieve 
'ne  treasury  from  all  cliarge  on  account  of  this  depart- 
racot,  the  usual  appropriations  may  be  drawn  from  its  own 
innOs.  In  these  two  years,  notwithstanding  all  these 
"fAiu  on  Its  fimds,  so  vastly  g;i'eater  than  those  which  have 
occurred  since  the  5Ui  of  March,  1829,  at  a  period  when 
the  density  and  amount  of  population  were  far  from  con- 
terrin^tbe  sanrie  advantages  for  increasing  its  revenue, 
winch  now  exist,  the  whole  expense  was  promptly  met 
by  its  own  funds,  and  yet  there  was  an  excess  of  revenue 
tortJiesc  two  years  of  $29,177  99!  The  report  of  No- 
member,  1826,  shows  an  augmented  conveyance  of  the 
"iail,  since  1823,  of  one  million  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
«ven  thwisand  three  hundred  and  forty-five  miles,  and  an 
Jncrease  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  new 
P^t  offices.  Yet  the  revenue  was  found  sufficient  for  all 
inesc  expenses,  and  tliere  \i*as  an  excess  of  it  in  that  very 
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year,  over  the  expenditures,  of  $79,100  61!'  The  report 
of  November,  1827,  shows  an  augmented  transportation 
of  the  mail  for  the  preceding  year,  of  four  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  two  nundred  and  fourteen  miles,  in  stages; 
and  on  horseback  and  in  sulkies,  of  fifty  tliousand  and 
thirty-two  miles — ^yet  exhibits  a  surplus  of  revenue  for 
that  year,  after  paying  all  expenses,  of  $100,312!  But 
more,  sir.  In  this  very  report,  Mr.  McLean  adds,  "  that 
the  surplus  funds  exceed  $370,000;  that  the  means  of  the 
department  are  now  ample  to  meet  the  reasonable  wants 
of  the  country;  and  that  a  vigilant  administration  of  its 
affairs,  for  a  few  years  to  come,  will  place  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Government  an  annual  surplus  of  more  than 
half  a  roUHon  of  doUars!"  Yet,  at  this  time,  sir,  when  it 
is  not  able,  by  the  declarations  of  its  present  chief,  even 
to  establish  anoUier  mail  route,  its  advocates  and  cham- 
pions tell  me  there  has  been  a  most  vigilant  administration 
of  its  affairs!  And  I  am  even  taken  to  task  by  a  censor 
morum  here  for  daring  to  inquire  into  its  concerns. 

I  will  now  close  the  examination  of  these  excuses  for 
this  department  by  one  more  brief  statement  of  its  for- 
mer situation.  In  the  report  of  November,  1828,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  late  Postmaster  General  had,  since  1823, 
added. 

In  stage  transportation,  -         1,949,850  miles; 

In  sulkies  and  on  horseback,  1,658,949  miles; 

Making  an  increase  of  3,608,799  miles; 

which  improvements  were  "accompanied  by  gfreat  in- 
crease of  expenditure  on  all  the  important  routes^  on  nla- 
ny  of  them  the  mail  being  then  conveyed  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  miles  a  day"— yet  the  amount  of  the  funds 
during  this  time  rapidly  increased,  and  the  surplus  left 
(says  the  report)  was  332,105  dollars  and  10  cents.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  number  of  new  post 
routes  established  from  1823  to  1827,  was  553,  and  they 
were  in  the  next  year  increased  to  783.  Now,  nfiail  faci- 
lities, amounting  to  less  than  one-fourth  this  amount  have 
sunk  the  whole  annual  revenue,  and  reduced  the  surplus 
funds  to  148,000  dollars!  Rut,  in  addition  to  all  this,  the 
demands  of  this  department  upon  the  treasury  have  much 
increased  since  1829.  Your  appropriation  last  year  was 
$13,000  more  than  for  the'  previous  year,  and  $22,940 
more  than  for  the  vcar  1824.  In  these  days  of  economy, 
the  old  furniture  tor  some  rooms  in  the  department  must 
be  reformed  out,  and  the  appearance  of  things  rendered 
more  suitable  to  the  reigning  taste  of  those  who  rode  into 
power  on  the  allegation  of  extravagance  in  their  prede- 
cessors. • 

Looking  to  the  reasons  pressed  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness by  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire  and  Tennes- 
see, I  ask  them  how  they  reconcile  their  ar^ment  with  the 
Postmaster  General's  own  statements  of  his  great  savings. 
In  his  report  of  November,  1829,  (referring  to  these  im- 
provements in  mail  transportation,  which  they  now  tell  us 
have  sunk  the  revenue  so  much,)  he  says  **the  new  con- 
tracts have  been  made,  including  all  the  improvements,  for 
$19,195  37  per  annum,  less  than  the^sum  paid  under  the 
expiring  contracts."  If  this,  and  the'allegation  of  econo- 
my which  his  advocates  have  made,  be  tnie,  what  has  be- 
come of  the  money  he  found  tliere  when  he  entered  the 
depSLTtment }  Sir,  these  advocates  may  stifle  this  inquiry 
for  the  present,  yet,  unless  they  can  rendefr  •ome  better 
excuse  for  the  abstraction  of  these  funds  than  has  yet  been 
given,  the  public  will  say  it  is  owing  to  a  want  of  skill  or 


•  Tlie  appropriation  from  the  treasury  this  year,  for  the 
Post  Office  Department,  made  since  this  debate,  is  20,000 
dollars  for  extra  clerk  hire,  of  which  15,800  dollars  is  ex- 
tra clerk  hire  since  March,  1829.  The  whole  draft  on  the 
treasury,  to  sustain  the  department  now,  being  annually 
about  80,000  dollars. 


163 


GALES  &.  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


164 


Skxatk.] 


Past  Office  Departmeni, 


[F>B.  9,  1831. 


a  profligate  expenditure;  and  looking  back  to  the  days 
when  John  McLean  administered  its  concerns,  with  the 
aid  of  all  the  able  and  faithful  officers  who  have  been  since 
removed,  they  will  demand  an  inquiry  into  the  reasons 
which  have  occasioned  their  proscription,  and  those  who 
represent  them  shall  not  dare  to  refuse  it. 

But,  sir,  I  have  used,  it  seems,  an  unfortunate  expres- 
sion. *'  Proscription'*  is  itself  proscribed.  The  gentle- 
roan  from  Tennessee,  with  his  nine  causes  of  removal, 
complains  of  the  use  of  the  word  most  grievously.  His 
delicate  oi^ns,  and  the  still  more  tender  sensibilities  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  are  not  to  be  assailed  by  so  un- 
seemly a  phrase,  and  he  makes  ^  hit  at  the  Senator  from 
Maine  for  daring  to  say  "proscription."  Sir,  we  shall 
hardly  be  driven  from  the  appropriate  utfe  of  the  offensive 
phrase,  even  though  the  chief  of  this  department  should 
be  subject  to  Minting  fits  at  the  sound.  It  is  a  word  of 
such  '<  exceeding  good  comm.ind,"  that  he  and  his  advo- 
cates must  pardon  me  if  I  try  how  I  can  speak  it  in  pure 
emulation  of  my  friend  from  Maine,  to  whom  the  member 
from  Tennessee,  having  most  exquisite  organs  to  judge 
between  us,  but  not  yet  having  gfiven  me  a  fair  hearing, 
has  awarded  the  palm  for  pronouncing  it  better  than  any 
other  man  in  this  nation.  I  say,  then,  in  the  name  of  an 
insulted  and  abused  people,  to  this  chief  of  a  department, 
who  has  driven  hundreds  of  better  men  than  himself  from 
the  public  service,  that,  although  his  advocate  here  has 
forbid  our  tonnes  to  speak  of  '*  proscription,'*  yet  I  would 
that  every  victun  of  his  unmerited  displeasure  might  find 
him  when  he  lies  asleep,  and  halloo  in  his  ear  "  proscrip- 
tion." 

**  Nay,  I  would  have  a  ttarlinf  tau|^t  to  •peak 
Nuthinf  but  **  proscription,**  aiid  rive  it  him 
To  keep  his  angt-r  still  in  raotion." 

He  should  be  met  at  his  incomings  and  his  outgoings,  and 
every  honest  man  should  ring  it  in  his  ears  until  the  effects 
of  his  proscription  are  properly  appreciated  by  him.  And 
now  may  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  uhose 
nerves  are  so  sensitive  on  this  subject,  how,  in  his  judg* 
ment,  I  pronounce  the  word  proscription? 

[Mr.  GawDT-^exceedingly  well.] 

Then  the  honorable  member  will,  I  hope,  hereafter  he- 
sitate to  decide  before  be  has  heard  all  the  evidence.  May 
the  g^od  word  never  be  laughed  out  of  countenance  by  any 
political  wit  snapper  who  may  be  displeased  by  its  use. 
For  the  present  I  fear  much  that  the  effect  of  the  vindic- 
tive spirit  which  has  actuated  this  department  may  not  be 
properly  appreciated,  for  it  has  been  alleged  here,  that 
this  proscription  meets  the  full  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  his  name  has  been  used  as  a  political  decantatur, 
to  hush  the  in<|uiry  into  repose.  This  sounds  the  tocsin 
of  party,  and  invokes  the  aid  of  that  influence  which  can 
at  all  times  successfully  suppress  truth  and  propagate  false- 
,  hood.  We  may  despair  in  such  a  contest,  and  be  compel- 
led to  acknowledge  that  if  he  who  presides  over  tliis  re- 
public has  sanctioned  all  this  proscription,  we  are  too  power- 
less to  obtain  redress.  But  it  will  be  soon  seen  whether 
there  be  not  one  man  in  this  nation  able  to  breast  its  ter- 
rors whan  even  tlie  President  hurls  his  thunders.  There 
are  hawks  abroad,  sir.  Rumor  alleges  that  the  plunder- 
ing falcon  has  lately  stooped  upon  a  full  winged  eagle  that 
never  yet  flinched  from  a  contest,  and,  as  might  be  natu- 
rally expec^d,  all  await  the  result  with  intense  interest. 
It  is' given  out  that  the  intended  victim  of  proscription 
now  is  one  distinguished  far  above  all  in  office  for  the  vi- 
gor and  splendor  of  his  intellect: 

■"  '**  Micat  Inter  omnes 
Velut  inter  ignes  luna  minores** 

One  who  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  party  which 
gave  power  to  our  modern  dictator,  is  tu  feel  the  undying 
ven£peance  which  can  burst  forth  after  the  lapse  of  twelve 
years,  for  an  act  done,  or  a  word  said,  in  a  high  official 
station,  and  under  the  solemn  obligation  of  an  oath.     But 


if  that  energy  and  firmness  which  have  hitherto  charac- 
terized him  through  life,  do  not  now  desert  him  in  this  his 
hour  of  greatest  perils  we  may  yet  live  to  see  one  whahas 
been  marked  out  as  a  victim,  escape  unscathed  even  by 
that  power  which  has  thus  far  prostrated  alike  the  barri- 
ers, of  public  law  and  the  sanctity  of  private  reputation. 
In  the  mean  time  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  injuries 
inflicted  by  that  proscription  which  levels  first  at  the  of- 
fice, and  then  at  cliaracter  to  justify  tlte  bkiw,  is  not 
less  severely  felt  because  the  suflerer  has  not  roored  in  a 
splendid  circle.  The  *<  beetle  that  we  tread  upon  may 
feel  a  pang  as  ^at  as  when  a  giant  (ties;"  and,  looking  to 
the  case  to  which  I  have  alluded,  may  not  the  hundreds 
who  have  felt  the  stinr  of  unmerited  reproach  fairly  in- 
voke the  sympathies  of  otiiers  who  are  now  made  the  ob- 
jects of  an  attack  not  less  unmerited  and  unrelenting  in  its 
character  than  that  which  their  humbler  efforts  may  hare 
been  unable  to  resist? 

[It  being  now  half  past  four  o'clock,  Mr.  C.  yielded  to 
a  motion  for  adjournment.  On  the  succeeding  day  he  pro- 
ceeded as  follows:] 

Mr.  President,  however  offensive  it  may  be  to  the  mem- 
bers from  New  Hampshire  and  Tennessee,  to  observe  that 
they  have  played  the  advocates  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
I  must  be  permitted  to  repeat  that  remark  in  sheer  com- 
pliment, when  I  see  the  dexterity  and  adroitness  Tith 
which  they  have  defended  him.  Thev  represent  themselves 
as  being  in  a  minority  of  the  committee,  when,  according 
to  my  view,  on  all  important  question^  they,  with  the 
member  from  Indiana,  are  certainly  in  the  majority.  But 
these  two  gentiemen  object  and  cavil  at  every  step  we 
take;  they  even  seek  to  stifle  the  inquiry  by  an  appeal  to 
the  Senate;  and,  to  crown  the  climax,  they  attack  the  wit- 
ness who  is  brought  before  us,  as  soon  as  he  makes  a  dis- 
closure of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Postmaster  General  to 
the  Government.  Nay,  they  go  further:  they  provoke  a 
debate  here,  in  which  the  committee  is  involved,  to  the 
great  obstruction  of  the  inquiry,  and  in  the  rery  com- 
mencement of  that  debate  they  attack  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  violentiy,  for  daring  to  ask  a  question  which  they 
are  feaifiil  the  witness  should  answer,  but  which  they  say 
is  unbecominsf,  and  intended  to  make  false  impresnons. 
Going  beyond  the  whole  question  here,  too,  a  blow  is  le- 
velled at  all  those  who  wish  to  obtain  light.  The  Ter^' 
judgment  of^'the  Senate,  in  commencing  the  inquiry,  is 
impugned.  These  are  the  tricks  of  certain  advocates 
when  defending  a  desperate  cause.  It  is  the  usual  subter- 
fu^  of  guilt,  first  to  impeach  the  witnesses,  and  then  to 
intimidate,  or  denounce  in  advance,  the  jury  and  the 
judges.  But  why  and  how  does  the  honorable  member 
from  Tennessee  attack  Mr.  Bradley?  In  the  first  place,  to 
introduce  the  subject,  he  volunteers  the  new  information, 
that  the  committee  has  inquired  whether  the  Postmaster 
General  be  indebted  to  the  Government,  and  states  a  case 
in  reference  to  which  the  Senate  ought  not  to  be  called  on 
to  form  any  opinion  until  the  evidence  is  before  us.  He 
says,  Mr.  Fowler,  of  Kentucky,  had  given  a  bond  as  post- 
master, in  which  Mr.  Morrison  and  others  were  sureties^ 
that,  afterwards,  Mr.  Fowler  gave  a  new  bond,  in  which 
Mr.  Barry  was  a  surety;  that  while  Mr.  Meigs  was  Post- 
roaster  General,  the  first  bond  was  given  up  by  Mr.  Meigs 
or,  as  the  honorable  gentleroan  was  pleased  to  insinuate, 
by  Abraham  Bradley,  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
and  he  denounces  the  giving  up  of  this  bond  as  the  great- 
est enormity  that  ever  occurred  in  this  or  any  other  coun- 
try. He  even  volunteers  as  a  witness,  and  gives  hearsay 
evidence  in  behalf  of  the  distressed  Postmaster  General, 
whose  cause,  it  seems,  already  requires  all  kinds  of  evi- 
dence to  help  it  out.  Now,  sir,  I  must  acquit  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Tennessee  of  any  design  wilfuUy  to 
calumniate  Mr.  Bradley.  He  has  been  misled  by  others. 
I  pretend  not  to  impugn  his  motives  in  debate,  because 
it  would  not  comport  well  with  what  I  feel  to  be  due  to 
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my  ftation  here.  But  if  the  Postmaster  General  has  mis- 
led the  member  on  this  subject,  and  directed  his  defence 
here  to  be  conducted  by  this  stale  and  miserable  subter- 
fuge of  attacking  the  character  of  the  witness  in  advance, 
let  me  tell  him,  in  advance,  he  cannot  screen  hiiflself  bv 
such  an  effort.  When  the  question  of  his  own  indebted- 
ness comes  to  be  understood,  as  it  will  be  by  an  intelligent 
public,  it  will  wear  a  very  different  complexion  from  that 
which  the  honorable  Gentleman  has  represented.  But  we 
hive  not  taken  half  the  testimony  of  this  witness;  and  in 
this  Btite  of  ^e  investigpation  I  will  not  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  the  member  from  Tennessee,  by  prejudging  the 
liabilitT  of  Mr.  Barry  on  this  post  office  bond.  It  becomes 
my  duty,  however,  to  expose  the  motive  of  the  depart- 
ment for  this  attack  on  the  witness.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  has  mentioned  a  certain  letter,  which  Mr.  Brad- 
ley addressed  to  the  President,  and  attempts  to  forestall 
public  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  contents  of  that  let- 
ter. He  will  pardon  me,  then,  if  I  exhibit  to  the  Senate 
the  head  and  front  of  Mr.  Bradley's  offending,  premising 
that  his  life  and  charaetei^  have,  in  the  estimation  of  all 
men,  stood  above  reproach,  until  the  breath  of  proscrip- 
^on  endeavored  to  taint  it,  and  that  hiseath  to  the  truth  of 
the  matters  stated  in  this  letter  was  first  taken  in  the  com- 
mittee, after  which  the  letter  was  rejected,  and  refused  to 
be  received  as  evidence  by  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
the  Senator  from  Maine  and  myself  dissenting.  I  ask  the 
Secretary  to  read  the  letters 

The  Secretary  accordingly  read  the  following  letter: 

{Letter  of  Abraham  Bradley,  late  first  Assistant  Post^ 
master  General,  to  the  President,  to  the  truth  of  the 
facts^  contained  in  which,  liis  oath  was  taken  by  the 
special  committee  of  the  Senate.] 

<'Chbtt  Chaci,  (Md.)  October,  1829. 

*'  The  Presideni  of  the  United  States: 

"Six:  It  is  not  without  reluctance  and  anxiety  that  I 
venture  to  press  upon  your  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
following  remarks!  I  am  aware  that  he  who  comes  for- 
vird  as  an  accuser,  does  not  always  excite  our  better 
feelings;  but  I  am  aware  also  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  a 
citizen. 

"  I  address  you  as  the  chief  of  the  nation,  as  one  the  aim 
u)d  object  of  whose  life  must  be  to  adorn  his  station  by  a 
jtut  and  impartial  execution  of  the  laws  which  are  the 
f^feguard  and  protection  of  all,  and  by  a  wise  scrutiny 
into  the  acts,  capacity,  and  fitness  of  those  whom  you 
hare  appointed  to  adiminister  the  detuls  of  those  great 
concerns  which  are  of  vital  importance  to  all. 

'*Not  knowing  your  particular  feelings  towards  th«  in- 
diridual  whose  conduct  and  character  have  furnished  the 
<|ccasion  of  this  address,  it  may  be  my  nusfortune,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  distrust  with  which  such  communications  are 
^  often  read,  to  have  to  contend  with  the  predilections 
^i  a  friend;  if  so,  it  will  occasion  me  regret,  but  will  not 
dnninish  the  confidence  with  which  I  rely  on  a  patient 
perusal  and  mature  consideration  of  what  I  shall  say. 
.  "  I  proceed,  sir,  at  once,  to  lay  before  you  the  follow- 
ing charges  and  specifications  against  William  T.  Barry, 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States: 

'*Ck4Xos  1st  That  he  is  indebted  to  the  Government. 

*' SptdJuaUon.  In  the  year  1818,  John  Fosrler,  then 
postmaster  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  was  indebted  to  the 

*  Mr.  McLean,  the  late  Postmaster  General,  in  his  letter 
to  the  committee  of  the  26th  February,  1831,  says:  «•  Re- 
|P^ng  Mr.  Bradley,  I  have  to  sUte,  that  from  the  time 
K'»r^"^^  Ultimately  acquainted  with  him,  I  have  had  the 
highest  confidence  in  his  integrity.  During  my  connex- 
ion with  the  department,  his  time  was  faithfiilly  and  assi- 
duously devoted  to  the  public  service.  In  private  Bfc,  Mr. 
Bradley  is  without  reproach." 


General  Post  Office.  His  sureties  were  applied  to — they 
begged  indulgence,  proposed  to  pay  a  part  of  the  balance 
then  due — ^that  a  new  bond  should  be  g^vcn,  and  the  old 
one  should  be  cancelled.  This  was  done.  The  new 
|>ond  was  joint  and  several. 

"William  T.  Barry,  now  Postmaster  €>enera],  was  one 
of  the  sureties  in  the  new  bond.  Mr.  Fowler  fell  in  ar- 
rears to  a  grater  amount  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  the  amount  of  the  new  bond.  These  sureties  had 
been  repeatedly  called  upon,  and  at  last  suit  was  inttitut-  \ 
ed  against  them,  and  among  them  against  Mr.  Barry.  All 
this  will  appear  by  the  books  of  the  department,  and  by 
letters  there  filed.  By  the  former  it  will  appear  that  Mr. 
Barry  is  now  indebted  to  tlie  United  States  to  the  amount 
of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

"  Remarka.  It  is  said  that  the  money  paid  by  Mr.  Fowler 
after  the  new  bond  was  given,  was  applied  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  old  debt,  but  should  have  gone  to  the 
credit  of  that  under  the  new  bond. 

'<  And  that  the  suit  against  William  T.  Barry  was  de- 
cided in  his  favor  by  the  court. 

"  Independent  of  the  known  rule  of  the  conunon  law, 
that  when  a  man  is  indebted  on  two  accounts,  and  pays 
money  to  the  creditor,  without  directing  t^  which  account 
it  shall  be  applied,  the  creditor  nuiy  apply  it  to  which  ac- 
count he  pleases,  it  has  been  the  uh^  of  the  General 
Post  Office  to  Apply  moneys  paid  by  a  postmaster  to  the 
extinguishment  or  the  balance  first  in  oraer  of  time  stand- 
ing against  him  on  the  books. 

**  Again:  It  appears,  b^  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of 
the  court  in  which  the  suit  was  brought,  that  although  it 
was  in  the  first  instance  decided  upon  the  demurrer  by 
the  defendants  in  their  fiivor,  yet  the  judgment  was  after- 
wards opened,  and  the  suit  dismissed/  so  thct  the  United 
States  might  begin  de  novo;  and  the  indebtedness  of  the 
party  stillremains  evident  from  tfie  books  and  records  of 
the  department  over  which  he  now  presides. 

*'  CuARos  2d.  That  he  has  paid  money  in  advance,  con- 
trary to  law,  for  work  to  be  done. 

<*  Specification,  Some  time  early  in  the  present  year. 
Duff  Green  made  a  draft  on  the  Postmaster  General  for 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  payable  .     ^tr.  McLean, 

then  Postmaster  General,  accepted  it,  to  be  paid  when 
printing  to  the  amount  should  be  completed  by  the  draw- 
er, for  the  use  of  the  department.  The  draft  was  cashed 
by  one  of  the  Washington  banks.  At  maturity  it  was  pre- 
sented to  me  for  payment.  I  presented  it  to  Bir.  Barry, 
and  stated  that  nothing  of  moment  was  due  to  the  drawer; 
and  that  there  was  a  law  prohibiting  the  payment  of  mo- 
ney in  advance,  and  makmg  it  imperative  on  the  Prem« 
dent  to  remove  any  officer  who  paid  any  sum  beyond  the 
amount  earned,  or  the  value  of  work  delivered.  Mr.  Bar- 
ry prohibited  its  payment,  and  it  was  refiised.  I  was  •£» 
terwards  informed  that  he  said  this  was  done  without  his 
knowledge*  I  went  to  him  and  recalled  to  his  memoi^ 
the  conversation  we  had  had,  and  that  I  had  followed  his 
direction  in  refusing  to  pay  it,  and  then  read  the  law  to 
him;  he  also  read  it  himself,  and  said  Green  was  wrong, 
and  it  could  not  be  paid. 

'*  Not  long  afterwards  it  was  again  presented  to  Mr. 
Barry,  the  Postmaster  General;  he  said  someUiing  about 
the  law,  and  his  en^|agements  to  Green,  and  finally  order- 
ed it  to  be  paid — ^this  was  done. 

*<  Remark,  The  law  says,  in  such  a  case,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  remove  such  officer  from  office.  That  officer 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  law,  nor  did  he  misapprehend  it; 
for  he  had  not  only  refused  to  pay  this  in  the  first  instance, 
and  confirmed  it  a  second  time,  but  there  had  been  seve- 
ral other  instances  of  a  similar  character,  in  which  pay- 
ment had  been  refiised.  The  books  of  the  department 
will  show,  I  believe,  four  other  cases  of  advances  of  large 
sums  made  by  his  particular  order,  but  I  have  no  memo- 
randum of  them,  and  one  instance  is  sufficient. 
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«  GuABoB  3d.  A  disregard  to  the  economy  of  tlie  public 
funds  under  his  control. 

**  Specification,  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1828,  Mr. 
Harrell,  who  carries  the  mail  in  stages  between  George- 
town and  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  was  required  by 
Mr.  McLean,  Postmaster  General,  to  start  from  the  for- 
mer place  at  3  A.  M.  instead  of  5  A.  M.,  and  to  arrive  at 
Charleston  at  %  P.  M.,  instead  of  5  P.  M.,  having  in  either 
case  twelve  hours  to  perform  his  route  through  a  smooth 
and  ch^Jnpaig^  country.  After  having  made  the  change 
as  required,  he  charged  the  department  one  tliousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  three  additional 
teams  said  to  be  required  in  thus  expediting  the  mail,  and 
demanded  that  sum.  Mr.  McLean  refused  to  make  the 
allowance.  Flarrcll  procured  a  representation  from  se- 
veral gentlemen,  to  the  effect  that  he  liad  put  on  tlirce  ad- 
ditional teams  in  consequence  of  the  increased  expedi- 
tion, and  that  the  amount  charged  was  not  too  high,  and 
a  certificate  from  Mr.  McDuilie,  that,  although  he  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  facts*  he  knew  tliose  gentlemen  were 
respectable  and  entitled  to  full  credit.  Mr.  McLean  di- 
rected me  to  return  for  answer,  tiiat,  as  the  contractor 
had  tlie  same  lengfth  of  time  to  perform  his  route  in,  the 
law  did  not  authorize  him  to  make  any  allowance.  After- 
wards Mr.  Harrell  came  to  the  office,  applied  to  Mr. 
Barry,  who  directed  Doctor  B.  to  write  to  Harrell  that 
he  should  be  allowed  nearly  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  that  increased  expedition,  from  April 
1st,  1828,  until  the  end  of  his  contract,  and  ordered  the 
pay  to  be  made  for  the  pa^t  year.  Thus  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars  has  been  paid  or  engaged  to  be  paid, 
without  sufficient  reason,  and  contrary  to  law. 

"2d.  Messrs.  Mallets  carry  the  mad  from  Fayetteville, 
Nortli  Carolina,  to  Camden,  Soutli  Carolina.  They  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Barry  for  an  increased  allowance  of  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  a  year,  which  he  ordered  to  be  made, 
without  assigning  any  reason,  whieh  is  required  by  law 
in  csLses  of  increased  allowances.  Application  had  been 
made  to  the  late  Postmaster  General,  but  lie  declined 
making  any,  not  seeing  any  ground  or  cause  for  such  al- 
lowance. I  am  also  informed  by  my  brother,  Doctor 
Bradley,  that  otlier  increased  allowances  were  made  Xsy 
him  to  tiiese  gentlemen,  amounting  with  the  above  to 
three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  no  adequate  grounds  ex- 
isting for  such  allowance.  But  as  I  have  no  access  to  the 
books  of  the  department,  I  will  not  make  a  specific  charge 
of  Uiat  fact,  but  merely  state  it  as  a  subject  worthy  of  in- 
quiry. 

*'3d.  The  mail  is  carried  between  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leans, partly  in  stages  and  partly  in  boats,  three  times  a 
week,  and  costs  six  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

"  Applications  were  made  to  have  this  mail  carried  in 
steamboats { the  distance  is  called  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  miles.  He  had  it  advertised  with  that  view.  Between 
New  York  and  Albany,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the 
mail  is  carried  six  times  a  week  during  the  season  in  steam- 
boats for  four  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Between  B;dti- 
more  and  Philadelphia,  nearly  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles,  steamboats  and  stages  daily  at  5,000  dollars,  during 
the  year. 

••  Mr.  Barry  has  made  a  new  contract  for  this  route  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  miles  only  three  times  a  week, 
stipulating  to  pay  twenty -five  tliousand  dollars  a  year.  By 
this  conti*act  the  mail  will  arrive  at  New  Orleans  one  day 
e**ir]ier  than  it  did  before.  But  there  are  three  other  ex- 
pensive routes  leading  to  New  Orleans:  these  already  more 
tlian  absorb  the  proceeds  of  the  post  office,  which  are  less 
than  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  year.  In  the  four  years 
for  which  the  contract  is  made,  it  will  cost  the  public  se- 
venty-six thousand  dollars  more  than  it  would  to  carry  it 
as  it  is  now  carried,  and  no  material  advantage  is  to  be 
gained 


inviting  proposals  for  carrying  the  mail  to  be  published  for 
twelve  weeks  at  the  seat  of  Ck>vernment,  and  the  usage 
has  been  to  publish  them  once  a  week  in  two  papers.  The 
advertisement  of  this  year  is  a  short  one,  and  would  have 
cost  for  one  paper  once  a  week  from  six  hundred  to  eiglit 
hundred  dollars.  The  proprietors  of  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer publish  a  daily  and  tri-weekly  paper,  and  publish 
Uie  advertisement  in  the  latter  several  times  without  any 
additional  charge.  But,  in  order  to  swell  the  amount,  Mr. 
Barry  employed  the  Telegraph  to  publish  it  every  time  in 
the  daily  paper,  every  time  in  the  tri-weekly,  and  every 
time  in  the  weekly  paper.  Thus  the  public  pays  for  pub- 
lishing it  ten  times  a  week,  in  what  is  in  fact  the  same  pa- 
per something  modified,  useless  to  the  public  and  a  nui- 
sance to  the  subscribers.  Shame  seemed  to  restrain  tlic 
proprietor  from  taking  the  full  price,  and  he  reduced  t!ie 
continuances  after  the  first  three  in  each  paper  from  thirty 
three  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  each  square.  Still  raaking^ 
the  whole  cost  over  2,200  dollars. 

<*5tli.  He  has  employed  extra  clerks  and  agents  when 
the  business  of*  the  office  was  as  well  and  promptly  done 
before,  and  when  it  did  not  require  others,  and  has  ex- 
pended money  in  alterations,  ornaments,  and  what  he  con- 
siders improvements  in  tlie  building  for  the  General  Post 
Office,  without  any  appropriation  or  warrant  of  law.  lean- 
not  specify  the  extent  of  the  cost:  the  books  of  the  oi^ct. 
will  show. 

**  Remark.  By  these  means,  through  his  own  indebtctl- 
ncss,  and  by  payments  and  engagements  made  without  rea- 
son, the  department  is  involved  in  a  loss  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  he  has  been  in  ofnce  but  six 
months. 

<<  Charge  4th.  His  ignorance  of,  and  inattention  to,  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

*•  Specification  lat.  llie  power  of  removing  and  appoint- 
ing postmasters  is  one  of  great  trust  and  importance,  and 
requires  vigilance,  care,  and  judgment. 

*<This  he  had  virtually  yielded  to  C.  K.  Gardner,  be- 
fore my  removal  from  the  office.  He  is  my  successor,  and 
I  know  not  how  it  is  now  arranged.  While  in  tliat  busi- 
ness, the  papers  relating  to  one  office  were  arranged  in 
one  bundle;  and,  instead  of  giving  a  brief  of  the  chaises 
against  the  individual,  and  the  answers  of  the  applicants 
and  their  supporters,  he  merely  endorsed  a  suggestion  on 
the  papers  tmit  such  an  one  should  be  removed  and  such 
an  one  be  appointed,  and  the  Postmaster  General  endor^ 
ed  ••  approved,"  or  **  let  it  be  done,"  or  words  to  that  ef- 
fect. And  C.  K.  Gardner  thus  made  the  removals  and 
appointments. 

<*  I  would  not  be  understood  to  state  that  Mr.  Barry  ne- 
ver examined  the  papers;  he  doubtless  did  in  some  instan- 
ces read  them,  or  a  part  of  them,  and  th^  more  important 
appointments  were  made  upon  advisement. 

«<  2d.  I  will  illustrate  tlie  efl^ect  of  this — ^the  postmaster 
at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  an  office  of  some  importance, 
rendered  more  so  by  the  interest  made  for  his  removal  and 
retention  in  office,  who  had  opposed  the  late  administra- 
tion strenuouslv,  and  advocated  the  present,  had,  it  seems 
voted  for  his  friend  Judge  Thompson  as  Governor.  He 
wrote  to  me  repeatedly  about  the  efforts  made  to  remove 
him.  He  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Barry.  I  took  a  letter  to  me 
into  Mr.  Barry's  room,  and  told  him  its  contents.  **  Sir," 
says  he,  '*we  have  fully  considered  that  case,  he  will  not 
be  removed — you  may  write  him  so."  I  thouglit  it  bet* 
tcr,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  such  bu* 
siness  wasTlone,  to  apply  to  Gardner.  I  did  so,  and  found 
that  a  new  appointment  had  been  made  the  day  before. 

**3d.  For  some  time  he  attempted  to  open  the  letters 
addressed  to  him,  a  paramount  duty  one  would  think,  and 
to  distribute  them  among  his  subordinates.  He  found  hini- 
self  incompetent  even  to  this.  Mobile  he  did  attempt  it, 
he  did  not  peruse  them  further  than  to  ascertain  it  was  an 


««  Speeijkaiion  4tth.  The  law  requires  the  advertisements  j  account,  a  contract,  &c.,  so  that  he  might  send  it  to  some 
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body  who  had  chorg^e  or  connexion  with  the  branch  to 
which  it  belonged. 

**  Instance. — On  one  occasion  he  received  a  long  letter 
from  a  nuui  named  Howard,  abusing,  and  I  believe  prefer- 
ring charges  against  me.  Without  reading  it,  he  sent  it  to 
Mr.  Coyle,  who  brought  it  to  me.  I  advised  him  to  car- 
ry- it  to  Mr.  Barry,  and  tell  him  what  it  was.  He  did  so{ 
Mr.  Barry  said,  at  first,  he  had  never  seen  it — then,  that 
he  supposed  it  related  merely  to  a  clerkship,  and  did  not 
read  it.  Mr.  Coyle  asked  if  he  should  not  show  it  to  me; 
he  said  no — he  had  great  confidence  in  me — it  was  of  no 
consequence. 

"  Spedjuaiion  4th.  His  substitute  for  Mr.  McLean's  plan 
(jf  accounting  for  newspaper  postage. 

'*  Forms  which  relate  to  a  business  in  which  more  tlian 


'*  The  second  is  a  strained  and  improper  construction  of 
the  law  regulating  postages.  The  origin  of  that  law  was 
this:  A  postmaster  luui  been  threatened  with  a  suit  if  he 
did  not  abate  the  postage  on  a  letter  delivered  from  his 
office,  averred  to  be  overcharged,  which  the  postmaster 
doubted.  He  applied  to  the  Postmaster  General,  (Mr. 
Granger,)  who  directed  the  abatement,  but,  when  the  law 
was  revised,  in  1810,  had  the  clause  (misconstrued  by  Mr. 
Barry)  inserted,  in  orderto  protect  postmasters  from  suits. 
Such  was  the  construction  given  to  the  law  at  that  time, 
and  tlie  practice  since.  Mr.  Barry  has,  in  his  cii'cular, 
made  the  postage  marked  on  the  letter  and  the  post  bill 
exclusive  evidence;  whereas  the  law  only  makes  it  con- 
clusive in  cases  of  prosecution,  the  opening  in  the  presence 
of  the  post  officer  excepted.     The  postmasters  always  ex- 


ten  thousand  persons  are  engaged  are  very  material,  and  ercised  a  discretion,  and  denied  or  granted  the  abatement, 


should  never  be  changed  without  ?reat  consideration,  and 
very  dear  advantage.  They  should  be  brief,  plain,  and 
attended  with  as  little  expense  or  labor  as  practicable. 

"  Under  the  old  form,  every  postmaster  was  furnished 
with  a  blank  account,  in  which  was  a  column  for  letter 
postage,  one  for  newspaper  postage,  and  anotlier  for  free 
newspapers;  a  column  for  the  day  of  the  month,  and  for 
die  office  or  mail  from  whence  received.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  mail,  tlie  postmaster  counted  the  ch.'u*geable  news- 
papirs  at  one  and  a  half  cents,  at  one  cent,  and  number 
of  free,  and  marked  the  number  and  amount  on  a  post  bill 
comini^  with  the  mail.  Also  the  same  with  respect  to  ma- 
gazines and  pamphlets;  from  these,  when  his  account  was 
made  out,  the  ag^egates  were  carried  out  into  the  columns 
mentioned  in  the  blank  account.  This  plan  was  plain, 
simple,  and  intellig'ible.  Judge  McLean  adopted  a  new 
plan,  and  Mr.  Barry  substituted  the  following,  as  nearly  as 
lean  understand  it: 

"  The  postmasters  are,  as  soon  as  a  mail  arrives,  to  se- 
parate the  newspapers  into  as  many  parcels  as  there  arc 
papers  of  different  names.  The  name  of  the  printing  of- 
fice, and  the  number  from  each,  with  the  rate  of  postage, 
is  to  be  set  down  in  an  account  kept  especially  for  that 
purpose.  Tlicre  are  probably,  in  the  United  States,  near- 
ly four  hundred  newspaper  establishments.  During  the 
session  of  Congres.s,  here  and  at  some  of  the  large  offices, 
Pi^pers  are  received  from  abnost  every  estabhshment  in 
the  country.  Supposing  papers  to  ari'ive  only  from  one- 
half  of  these,  on  any  one  day,  it  would  require  the  writing 
of  two  hundred  lines,  or  four  pages  of  large  paper,  belbre 
the  [newspapers  would  be  in  order  for  delivery.  This 
would  occasion  so  much  delay  that  the  public  would  not 
submit  to  it — it  is  therefore  impracticable.  I  send  here- 
with the  form  and  instructions,  tliat  you  may  see  that  it  is 
»  unintelligible  as  it  is  impracticable,  marked  No.  1. 

"It  may  be  wrong  to  call  this  Mr.  Barry's  plan;  it  was 
&t  least  adopted  by  him,  and  shows  his  inattention  to,  if 
not  ignorance  of,  the  details  of  his  office. 

"  ^xd/katum  5th.  His  circular  to  postmasters. 

"The  first  object  assigned  for  its  publication,  is  the  cm- 
harraased  state  of  the  funds  of  the  department,  and  it  con- 
dudes  with  the  same.  And  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  that 
great  object,  the  replenishment  of  the  funds,  is  to  be  at- 
tained in  part  by  preventing  the  abuse  of  the  franking 
privilege,  and  by  carefully  charging  double,  triple,  and 
other  letters,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  and  by  the  non- 
reduction  in  cases  of  excess,  in  those  respects,  unless  the 
letters  were  opened  in  the  presence  of  a  postmaster  or  his 
clerk.  , 

Every  one  at  all  acquainted  with  the  subject  knows 
JJ^t  those  abuses  never  went  to  any  important  extent. 
^  President,  and  higher  officers  of  the  Government, 
whatever  exuberance  there  may  be  in  the  expressions,  will 
'tot  believe  it  intended  for  them.  The  postmasters  are, 
**  a  body,  men  of  honor,  integrity,  and  standing  in  soci- 
ety, whose  oath  of  office  is  a  sufficient  guaranty  against 
Hich  an  abtise. 


as  they  believed  or  doubted  tlie  man  claiming  it,  or  other 
evidence  he  might  produce. 

**  But  the  true  object  of  the  circular  was  to  convey  an 
idea  to  the  pubUc  that  the  office  was  distressed  and  embar- 
rassed in  its  funds  by  his  predecessor.  This  was  not  true, 
as  the  books  will  show,  and  Mr.  Barry  might  have  ascer- 
tained, if  he  had  not  been  ignorant  or  inattentive  to  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

<*  Charoz  5th.  His  incapacity. 

**  A  man  in  the  high  and  important  station  of  Mr.  Barry 
has  frequently  cause  to  analyze  and  investigate.  1  have 
lent  my  attention  in  vain,  on  various  occasions,  to  discover 
these  capacities;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  want  of  them 
has  frequently  been  obvious  to  you.  No  greater  evidence 
need  be  given  of  these  deficiencies  than  me  specifications 
mentioned  under  the  third  charge. 

**  I  have  rarely  seen  a  man  occupying  any  thing  more 
than  an  ordinary  situation  in  society  so  ignorant  of  the  geo- 
graphy of  the  country.  A  Postmaster  General  uninformed 
on  its  topography,  a  knowledge  essential  to  the  office,  of 
the  courses  and  characters  of  its  waters,  of  the  ranges  of 
its  mountains,  but  even  of  the  particular  relations  of  its 
principal  and  prominent  places  to  each  other,  would  seem 
to  be  equivalent  only  to  something  monstrous  in  natural 
economy.  Yet  tliis  might  be  reniedied  if  he  could-^ipply 
himself,  with  the  zeal,  fidelity,  and  perseverance  of  his 
predecessors,  to  the  broad  field  of  the  whole  country,  and 
not  weaiy  himself  by  a  narrow  and  contracted  view  of 
s<^e  particular  portion  of  it. 

**  Of  some  of  its  important  statistics,  the  population,  tlie 
character  and  pursuits  of  the  people  in  various  parts,  es- 
sential to  estimate  the  necessity  or  importance  of  a  mail, 
and  the  frequency  or  expedition  with  which  it  should  be 
carrieil,  he  is  entirely  ignorant,  and  has  no  quality  of  the 
mind  suited  to  the  acquisition  of  such  information.  His 
memory  is  defective,  or  of  a  character  which  I  will  not 
oflend  you  by  speaking  of:  he  frequently  forgets  import- 
ant transactions,  executed  under  his  immediate  direction, 
goon  af\er  he  has  given  the  order.  He  cannot  even  recol- 
lect upon  what  ground  the  suit  against  himself,  on  Mr. 
Fowler's  bond,  was  decided.  Witness,  also,  the  refusal 
of  payment  to  DufF  Green,  the  order  to  Mr.  Coyle,  and 
the  Poughkeepsie  case.  No  property  of  the  mind  is  more 
essential  in  such  an  office  as  his,  than  this  one  of  memory. 

"2.  He  permitted  an  inferior  clerk  in  the  department  to 
devise  and  write  the  circular  alluded  to,  and  then  copied, 
and  showed  it  in  his  own  hand,  as  his  own  production. 

"3.  The  reasons  assigned  for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, the  postmaster  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  is  a  striking 
instance  of  that  want  of  reflection  and  judgment  which 
has  characterized  his  official  life. 

**  For  the  act  he  is  reponsible  to  you  alone,  and  1  do  not 
profess  to  know  the  real  causes  which  led  to  it.  I  leave 
it,  without  comment,  to  your  decision.  But  the  circum- 
^nces  arising  out  of  it  are  material;  and,  although  it  may 
require  some  detail,  I  must  beg,  sir,  your  indulgence  while 
I  relate  them. 
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"  After  Mr.  Hawkins's  remoya],  Mr.  O.  B.  Brown,  one 
of  the  clerks  of  the  department,  but  on  a  different  branch 
of  business,  directed  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it  was  to  make 
out  statements  of  postmasters'  accounts  tor  suit,  to  make 
out  tliat  of  Bilr.  Hawkins.  In  execution  of  tliis  order,  he 
met  with  the  usual  mark  of  a  draft  for  a  considerable 
amount,  credited  in  pencil  to  Mr.  Hawkins;  and,  as  he 
doubted,  not  finding  in  whose  fayor  the  draft  was  made,  he 
applied  to  Mr.  Brown  for  instructions.  Brown  directed 
him  to  omit  it,  and  to  make  out  the  account  as  posted  in 
ink.  Johnson  did  so.  Brown  directed  him  to  bring  it  to 
roe  for  my  signature;  and,  upon  Johnson's  answer  to  my 
inquiry  it  was  all  correct,  I  signed  it.  Johnson  gaye  it  to 
Brown,  who  forwarded  it  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  who,  as  he  says,  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Marshal  for  suit.  There  is  in  the  office  a  lawyer,  who  is 
chained  with  the  duties  of  a  solicitor  for  the  office  for  all 
the  debts  of  persons  whose  employments  haye  ceased.  All 
this  Mr.  Barry  was  priyy  to.  Afterwards,  I  discovered 
the  account  was  erroneous,  and  conferred  with  Mr.  Barry 
on  the  subject  The  whole  of  this  seems  to  haye  been  a 
device  of  Mr.  Barry  and  Co.  to  justify  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Hawkins,  by  making  him  appear  a  great  debtor,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  to  the  security  of  the  public  to  sue  him 
immediately;  thus  wielding  the  public  force  for  the  grati- 
fication of  his  reveng^.  It  was  witli  difficulty  I  persuaded 
him  to  let  it  rest  until  time  should  be  given  to  adjust  the 
accounts,  to  furnish  him  with  a  copy,  as  in  other  cases, 
and  to  make  a  call  for  payment.  I  could  not  persuade  him 
to  agree  that  a  draft  should  be  made  for  the  amount;  but  he 
insisted  he  should  pay  by  a  deposite  in  a  bank  thirty  miles 
distant,  and  otherwise  inconvenient,  upon  a  short  notice: 
and  yet  he  not  only  retained  Mr.  Brown  in  high  favor,  but 
rewarded  him  with  the  appointment  of  chief  clerk.  If  he 
had  reflected,  and  had  not  wanted  judgment,  he  must  hav^ 
been  sensible  that  this  was  a  device,  the  effect  of  which, 
when  exposed,  would  be  injurious  to  himself  and  to  the 
Government.  He  compromitted  his  own  dignity  and  his 
official  station,  by  permitting  the  Fourth  Auditor  to  inter- 
fere in  the  concerns  of  his  department;  he  mflamed  the 
minds  of  Hawkins's  friends;  he  weakened  the  public  con- 
fidence in  the  department  over  which  he  himself  presided; 
he  alienated  others  fVom  the  Government,  by  exhibiting 
false  causes  for  removing  an  officer  under  liis  controL 
Taking  all  these  things  in  connexion  with  his  advance  to 
Duff  Green,  his  allowances  to  mail  contractors,  his  em- 
ployment of  agents  and  clerks,  and  his  Mobile  contract, 
and  I  think  the  charge  is  fully  susitained. 

«  Charge  6th.  His  want  of  integrity  and  veracity. 

"  Speeifieation  Uf,  On  the  10th  of  June  last,  Mr.  Barry 
came  into  my  room  for  a  check' for  his  salary,  and,  without 
any  previous  remark  leading  to  the  subject,  said,  '  I  am 
surprised  to  find,  by  the  receipt  of  letters  almost  every 
day,  from  almost  every  quarter,  wishing  your  continuance 
in  office,  that  an  apprehension  has  gone  abroad  that  there 
was  an  intention  to  remove  you.  I  can  assure  you  that  I 
have  long  been  advised  of  your  faithful  services,  and  such 
a  thing  as  your  removal  has  never  once  entered  my  head. 
You  may  be  assured  that  your  continuance  in  this  office 
will  be  as  permanent  as  my  own — that  is,  I  have  no  suspi- 
cion that  siny  adequate  cause  will  arise;  for  that  there  may 
be  exception.  You,  therefore,  may  be  perfectly  easy  on 
that  account.'  These  assurances  were  repeated  through 
others,  as  I  was  advised,  by  his  direction;  and,  from  his 
deportment  and  language,  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt  them, 
until  I  received  the  following  note: 

«*«PosT  Oftice  Depabtmeztt,  Sept.  14,  1829. 
"•Sir:  I  have  appointed  Colonel  C.  K.  Gardner  my 
assistant,  and  do  not  require  your  services  any  longer  in 
this  department. 

**  'Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

"•W.T.BARRY.' 
*•  *Mr.  A.  Bradlet,  Present.* 


<*0n  the  15th  September  he  requested  my  son  '  to 
sure  me  that  he  had  the  highest  respect  for  me,  and  the 
utmost  confidence  in  me.' 

*'  Speeifieation  2d.  Mr.  Coyle  had  been  chief  clerk  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  was  removed  to  make  room 
for  the  author  of  Mr.  Barry's  circular.  Aftier  his  remoral, 
he  published  several  letters  addressed  to  Mr.  Barry.  The 
latter  informed  my  brother  that  two  of  the  clerics  in  the 
office  had  undertaken  to  answer  Mr.  Coyle.  The  second 
of  these  answers  contained  a  side  attack  upon  me.  As 
soon  as  Mr.  Barry  came  to  the  office  the  morning'  after  its 
publication,  I  told  him  it  was  an  entire  misrepresentation 
of  facts  as  it  respected  both  of  us.  The  case  was  this: 
Mr.  Scott,  a  clerk  in  the  office,  had  been  very  ill  last  year. 
He  came  to  the  office  late  in  the  fall,  excessively  pale  and 
emaciated;  and  stated  that  his  illness  had  impoTcrished 
him,  he  had  spent  all  that  he  had,  anticipated  all  he  could; 
winter  was  fast  approaching,  he  was  destitute  of  food, 
proper  clothing,  and  fuel;  that,  while  the  salaries  of  other 
clerks  of  his  standing  had  been  raised  to  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, his  had  not  been  nused.  Judge  McLean  concluded 
to  make  him  an  allowance  of  one  hundred  dollars,  which 
I  paid  him. 

**  A  list  of  clerks  and  their  accounts  was  made  out  for 
Mr.  Barry,  and  that  sum  nearly  appeared  against  Bfr. 
Scott.  He  died  leaving  his  widow  in  great  distress.  Her 
friends  applied  to  Mr.  Barry  to  pay  up  his  salary  to  the 
end  of  tne  month,  which  he  directed  should  be  done. 
Mr.  Coyle  applied  to  me  in  behalf  of  the  widow  for  the 
pay.  I  showed  him  the  balance,  and  told  him  it  could 
not  be  paid  until  it  was  squared— advised  him  to  apply  to 
Mr.  Barry  for  an  order  for  the  proper  credit,  and  to  state 
the  subject  distinctly.  He  returned,  and  said  Bfr.  Barry  had 
directed  him  to  make  the  credit.  I  asked  if  he  was  sure 
he  understood  it.  He  said  he  appeared  to  do  so.  I  told 
him  I  would  go  myself,  two  witnesses  were  better  than 
one.  Mr.  Barnr  denied  having  g^ven  the  order.  I  then 
stated  the  case  nilly,  as  far  as  I  recollected  it  at  the  mo- 
ment. He  told  me  I  might  tell  Mr.  Coyle  to  enter  the 
credit.  Instead  of  this,  I  called  him  in,  and  Mr.  Barry 
gave  the  direction  to  him  again.  Mr.  Coyle  made  the 
entry  agreeably  to  this  order. 

**  The  answer  charged  the  payment  as  being  made  in 
advance,  (intended  for  me,)  and  a  credit  by  Mr.  Coyle  as 
an  act  out  of  his  line  of  duty,  and  for  base  motives,  'with- 
out any  authority  from  the  Postmaster  General.  Af^er 
recalling  these  facts  to  his  memory,  Mr.  Barry  said  if  I 
would  write  a  note  to  him  in  explanation,  he  would  have 
it  published.  I  prepared  a  note  expressed  in  the  nuldest 
form,  with  which  he  appeared  pleased.  A  few  hours  after, 
he  informed  me  Mr.  Green  declined  publishing  any  more 
on  the  subject. 

Speeifieation  3d.  His  conduct  in  relation  to  my  remo- 
val. 

*<  On  the  14tli  September  last,  soon  af^er  I  went  to  my 
office  in  th^  morning,  a  servant  placed  upon  my  table  the 
note,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  alr^dy  presented  to  you, 
dismissing  me  in  a  veiy  uncourteous  manner  fi-om  my  of- 
fice. In  a  few  nunutes  after  I  had  read  the  note,  the  servant 
came  and  informed  me  it  was  lef^  by  mistake,  and  Mr. 
Barry  wished  its  return.    Not  long  after,   he  returned 
again  with  the  note,   and  sud,  *  Mr.  Barry  says  it  is  of 
no  consequence,  as  you  have  read  it;  he  did  not  intend  to 
send  it  until  evening.'    I  immediately  put  up  such  of  my 
private  papers  as  were  convenient,  and  retired.     In  the 
course  of  thd  day,  some  of  my  friends  called  at  my  house, 
and  strenuously  advised  me  to  tender  the  keys  of  the  post 
office  treasur)-  to  Mr.  Barry,  they  being  apprehensave, 
unless  it  was  done,  I  might  be  attacked  in  the  Telegraph; 
that  my  old  friends  were  too  much  shocked  to  do  much 
work,  and  this  might  be  attributed  to  my  having  the  keys, 
&c.     Under  these  cii*cumstances,  I  was  induced  to  have 
the  keys  offered  to  Mr.  Barry,  the  moneys  being  untoUl, 
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not  imigining^  he  would  accept  them.    He  did  take  them, 
and  the  same  evening^  delivered  them  to  my  successor. 

<M  reflected  on  the  subject,  and  it  seemed  so  reckless  of 
mr  own  character  to  run  the  risk  of  lus  accepting  them 
in  such  a  circumstance,  that  the  reflections,  you  may  be 
asMired,  were  unfaTorable  to  sleep.  As  soon  as  the  morn- 
ing davned,  I^nt  a  duplicate  key,  (whic  *^  had  been  over- 
looked,) to  my  sons,  in  town,  requesting  them  to  go  as 
soon  as  the  office  was  opened,  count  the  money,  ana  de- 
liver it  over  to  Mr.  Barry.  My  eldest  son  did  go  to  the 
office  for  that  purpose}  after  waiting  there  until  half  past 
eleren  o'clock,  he  went  to  Mr.  Barry,  and  told  him  it  was 
mf  request  that  he  should  count  and  deliver  over  the 
money,  and  delivered  him  the  duplicate  key.  l^Ir.  Barry 
replied,  it  is  all  perfectly  right. 

"Thus,  Mr.  Barry,  instead  of  refusing  the  keys,  as  he 
should  have  done,  took  them;  instead  of  retaining  them 
in  his  own  possession  until  he  saw  me  or  some  one  in  my 
behalf,  put  them  into  the  hands  of  a  person  of  whom  I 
vill  not  permit  myself  to  sav  one  word,  and  to  my  au- 
thority to  my  son  to  count  ana  deliver  over  the  money  to 
him,  gave  an  evasion. 

**  On  the  19th,  a  clerk  called  upon  me,  and  proposed  to 
count  the  money  on  the  22d;  that  is,  after  it  had  been  in 
their  possession  eight  days.  On  the  25th  of  September, 
I  receiTcd  a  note  m>m  two  of  the  clerks,  stating  that  they 
were  (Erected  to  give  me  notice  that  they  were  authorized 
to  count  the  money  on  the  28th,  that  is,  after  it  Iiad  been 
out  of  my  possession  fourteen  days  nearly;  of  these  I  took 
no  notice.  I  conceived  it  to  be'armockery  and  an  insult 
to  send  a  notification  after  the  answer  Mr.  Barry  had  given, 
througii  my  son.  Yct»  notwithstanding  all  this,  Mr.  Barry 
luthorized  the  publication  of  a  vile  parag^ph  in  the 
Telegraph  on  the  28tb  of  September,  giving  a  false  co- 
loring to  the  transaction,  and  not  alluding  to  the  interview 
between  my  son  and  himself  on  the  15th  September,  in 
which  he  was  informed  that  I  desired  the  money  might  be 
counted  that  morning. 

"I  stand  prepared  to  miike  good  every  charge  and  spe- 
cification I  have  presented  to  you:  that  he  is  indebted  to 
a  large  amount  to  the  very  office  over  which  he  presides: 
that  he  has  wasted  the  public  funds:  that  he  has  paid 
ntoney  in  advance  contraiy  to  law:  that  he  is  ignorant  of 
VMi  inattentive  to  the  duties  of  his  office;  that  he  wants 
capacity  for  the  office  whioh  he  holds:  and  I  impeach  his 
integrity  and  veracity. 

"  I  have  but  one  particular  more  to  notice.  The  letter 
by  roe  to  him,  and  pubUshed  in  the  Telegraph,  was  in- 
tended to  be  private,  and  put  him  on  his  guard. 

"  It  contains  no  threat,  but  plainly  tells  him  what  I  in- 
tended to  do,  and  believed  I  could  do.  (t  does  not  contain 
a  syllable  din^spectful  towards  yourself;  but  expresses  a 
to  reliance  on  the  propriety  with  which  you  will  inquire 
f>nd  decide  agaunst  him.  It  puts  him  on  his  g^ard  against 
uiy  reliance  on  your  too  favorable  opinion  of  him,  for  I 
bought  it  a  paramount  duty  in  you  to  disregard  such 
opinions;  and,  in  the  present  excited  state  of  the  country, 
10  firmly  am  I  convinced  of  being  able  to  sustain  the 
charges  I  have  made,  I  believe  it  would  lead  to  unpleasant 
>^^<a<ures  as  it  respected  yourself.  Such  a  communica- 
tion I  should  not  have  made  to  you,  I  have  not  made  to 
the  public;  if  there  was  any  thing  offensive  in  the  letter, 
it  only  became  so  by  its  publication,  for  which  Mr.  Barry 
*^nc  is  responsible. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

«<  ABRAHAM  BRADLEY." 

**  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  been  informed  of 
allowances  made  to  two  contractors  for  merely  expediting 
we  mail,  to  the  amount  of  nine  thousand  dollars  a  year; 
the  alterations  would  not  be  estimated  of  the  value  of 
irom  one.foorth  to  one-third  of  the  sum,  and  of  little  im- 
portance to  the  public." 


Mr.  Clatton  resumed.  You  see,  sir,  from  this  letter, 
how  necessary  it  is,  for  the  very  existence  of  the  perse- 
cuting power  exercised  in  this  department,  that  Mr.  Brad- 
ley should  be  crushed.  If  he  stands,  it  must  fall.  Bradley 
has  encountered  tlie  strife,  though  he  well  knows  the 
fearful  odds  against  him — for  he  nas  to  struggle  against 
more  influence,  more  patronage,  and  a  spirit  more  vin- 
dictive than  exists  in  any  other  department  of  this  Go- 
vernment. Yet,  relying  on  the  Justice  of  his  countryman 
alone,  he  bares  his  h^,  now  grown  grey*  After  more 
than  thirty  years'  fiuthful  public  service,  before  the  storm, 
and  defies  its  vengeance.*  A  private  citizen,  he  can  no 
more  be  driven  from  office;  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  he 
can  never  ei^)ect  to  be  again  employed  in  the  pubfic  ser- 
vice. Yet,  as  an  honest  man  and  a  patriot,  he  feels  it  to 
be  his  duty,  when  called  upon  by  a  committee  of  this  Se- 
nate, to  lay  bare  the  transactions  of  this  department;  and 
I  will  venture  to  predict,  that  in  future  history  his  charac- 
ter shall  stand  brightly  out,  while  those  of  his  desig^iing 
calumniators  shall  be  remembered  only  to  be  despised. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  stop  to  inquire  why  tlie  President 
refused  to  hear  Mr.  Bradley  in  corroboration  of  the  state- 
ments contained  in  this  letter,  though  we  know  from  the 
oath  of  the  witness  that  he  oflTered  to  prove  every  part  of 
it.  If  inquiry  is  now  to  be  suppressed,  we  can  readily  un- 
derstand why  it  was  then  avoided.  Some  excuse  has 
always  been  devised  whenever  investigation  has  been 
sought,  and,  until  a  change  of  times,  it  will  always  be  so. 
Thus,  even  at  this  day,  no  answer  has  been  returned  by 
the  department  to  any  one  of  all  the  numerous  interro- 
gatories which  the  committee  addressed  to  it  on  the  24tli 
of  December  last.  Yes,  sir,  nearly  six  weeks  have  elapsed, 
and  the  receipt  of  that  communication  has  not  even  been 
acknowledgea.  Yet  I  thought,  while  on  this  subject,  the 
member  from  Tennessee  sought  to  implicate  me  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  for  withholding  communications 
from  the  department. 

[Mr.  Grundt  here  explained,  and  dischumed  any  such 
expression  or  intention.] 

The  gentleman's  explanation  has  saved  me  sometrou« 
ble.  Yet,  sir,  it  may  be  well  now  to  put  a  stopper  forever 
on  all  such  wretched  surmises,  by  making  a  brief  state- 
ment of  what  has  occurred.  Three  letters  were  addressed 
to  the  Postmaster  General  by  the  committee— one  on  the 
24th  of  December  last,  being  the  most  important,  and  that 
which  inquired  into  most  of  the  concerns  of  his  depart- 
ment— another  on  the  18th,  and  the  third  on  the  27th  of 
January.  That  of  the  18th  of  January  also  contained 
several  important  inquiries.  Like  its  predecessor  of  the 
24th  of  December,  it  remained  unanswered  and  unnoticed 
until  the  31st  of  January,  when  the  letter  of  the  27th,  in- 
quiring only  as  to  the  single  point  of  the  Postthaster  Ge- 
neral's indebtedness  to  the  Government,  was  answered  by 
one  letter,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  throw  the 
blame  of  the  loss  of  the  sum  of  $10,000  (the  amount  of 
Fowler's  bond)  on  Meigs,  or  some  other  person,  because 
Morrison's  bond  had  been  cancelled  and  given  up  to  him; 
and  the  receipt  of  the  .letter  of  the  18th  was  barely  ac- 
knowledged, but  that  of  the  24tli  of  December,  the  most 
material  of  all,  was  entirely  unnoticed,  although  he  had 
been  particularly  requested  to  inform  us  whether  he  had 
received  each  of  them.  [Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  letters.] 
Thus,  you  see,  sir,  with  what  justice  I  complain  of  the 
refussd  even  to  notice  the  receipt  of  tiie  most  essential  in- 
terrogatories. The  acknowledgment  in  his  letter  of  "  in- 
terrogatories formerly  submitted,"  admitted  nothing  as  to 
the  letter  of  the  24tii  of  December,  though  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  has  emphasized  the  word  formetly,  as  if, 
in  Ws  opinion,  that  was  a  recognition  of  that  specific  letter. 
Tlic  Postmaster  General  might  now  safely  deny  having 
ever  received  that  communication,  because  his  expression 
is  fully  satisfied  by  referring  to  the  "  troublesome"  inter- 
rogatories in  the  letter  of  the  18th  of  January.     After  a 
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month's  silence  on  his  part,  the  question  was  put  to  him 
on  the  27th  ult, — "  Have  you  received  the  letters  of  the 
24th  of  Dccen^ber  and  of  the  18th  of  January?  If  so,  ac- 
knowledge it."  The  answer  is — **  I  have  received  your  let- 
ters of  the  18th  and  27th  of  January!"  It  is  necessary  only 
to  add,  that  the  two  brief  communications  from  the  Post- 
master General,  received  on  the  1st  of  February,  were 
mentioned  to  the  committee  at  our  firdt  mcetinc^  there- 
after, on  the  next  day  were  laid  before  tlicm,  and  that 
their  whole  contents  were  fully  stated  on  the  day  after 
they  were  received  in  ihc  public  debate  here,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  introduced. 

Now,  considering  this  exti*aordinary  state  of  tilings,  in 
which  we  can  get  no  information  from  the  department, 
is  it  not  surprising  that  the  gentleman  shouTd  still  insist, 
when  we  propose  to  examine  a  witness,  that  we  sliouKl, 
inquire  first  of  the  department?  A  letter  was  ])ut  into! 
my  hands  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia  who  sits  near  me,  I 
[Mr.  Tazewell,]  from  a  citizen  of  that  State,  whose  cha-; 
ractcr  as  a  most  respectable  man  was  vouched  for  by  that 
Senator.  That  letter  now  lies  before  me.  It  contains 
plain,  unequivocal  charges  of  *<  partiality,  mismanage- 
ment, fraud,  and  corruption,"  in  the  southern  contracts 
made  during  last  Octolier,  for  transporting  the  mail,  alleg- 
ing that  higher  were  preferred  to  lower  bidders,  witliout 
cause,  and  thus  oftering  to  account  in  j^urt  for  the  waste 
of  the  funds.  The  writer  desires  thxt  the  conuniltce 
should  investigate  the  matter,  and  oftcrs  lilm:ielf  with  the 
names  of  some  half  a  dozen  other  most  respectable  men,  | 
living  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  whom  lie  desires  us 
to  send  for  as  witnesses,  to  substantiate  the  cluarges.  Tlie 
letter  is  laid  before  the  committee.  The  cliarges  are  so 
strong  that  it  is  considered  by  the  committee  necessary  to 
ask  for  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  power 
is  granted  by  the  Senate;  and  as  soon  as  the  committee 
meet  to  exercise  the  power  in  the  very  case  which  in- 
duced them  to  ask  for  it,  the  members  from  Tennessee 
and  New  Hampshire,  joined  by  the  member  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Hesiiricks,]  resolve  that  we  shall  call  on  the  dcpai-t- 
ment,  to  see  if  we  cannot  find  in  tlie  Postmaster  General's 
own  hands  sufficient  affidavits  and  correspondence  to  sub- 
stantiate these  charges  against  him;  and  that,  after  we  have 
ascertained  that  we  cannot  find  the  proof  tliere,  we  may 
send  for  the  witnesses.  This  is  determined  when  it  is  cer- 
tain, from  the  distance  of  their  residence,  that  any  delay 
in  sending  for  the  witnesses  must  effectually  prevent  our 
obtaining  their  attendance.  At  the  same  time,  objections 
are  made  to  the  taking  of  any  depositions.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  and  myself  are  appointed  to  call  on 
the  Postnwster  General,  to  learn  if  he  will  not  convict  him- 
self without  more  proof,  and,  as  he  [Mr.  Grunut]  has 
stated  in  debate  here,  whenever  I  requested  him  to  go,  he 
always  informed  me  the  Postmaster  General  was  sick  .and 
could  not  see  us.  So  we  did  not  go.  In  the  mean  time 
it  became  useless  to  send  for  the  witnesses.  We  were 
within  a  few  days  of  the  end  of  the  session,  and  tlius,  by 
a  slight  exercise  of  ingenuity,  this  part  of  the  investigation 
was  effectually  suppressed. 

[Mr.  BENTON  here  called  Mr.  C.  to  order,  and  insist- 
ed  that  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  should  not  be 
stated  in  debate. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  Mr.  C.  whs  not  out  of  order, 
and  that  he  had  a  right  to  show  the  proceedings  which 
had  been  so  often  referred  to  by  all  the  members  of  the 
committee  who  had  spoken  before  him. 

Mr.  BKNTON  appealed  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GUUNDY  said,  he  and  all  the  other  members  of 
the  committee  had  commented  as  fully  as  llicy  pleased 
upon  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  BENTON  withdrew  hi«appe.il.] 

Mr.  Clatton-  proceeded.  It  would  be  well,  Mr. 
President,  for  all  such  as  wish  to  suppress  debate  as  well 
as  inquiry,  to  bear  in  mind,  before  they  attempt  it  again, 


that  the  whole  discussion  is  not  one  of  my  seeking;  that, 
like  the  resolution  before  us,  which  of  itself  discloses  some 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  it  had  its  origin  \^iih 
those  only  who  desire  to  arrest  these  proceedings.  And 
I  will  add,  that  the  attempt  is  but  another  evidence  of  that 
disposition  to  prevent  information  on  these  subjects,  which 
I  was  proceeding  to  expose. 

It  has  been  stated,  that,  when  a  proposition  was  nnaclc 
in  the  committee  to  send  for  Mr.  Hand,  the  solicitor  <»f 
the  department,  to  give  testimony  as  to  the  state  of  the 
funds,  the  proposition  was  rejected.  This  officer  has  the 
collection  of  aTTthe  outstandmg  balances,  and,  of  cniir>c, 
could  have  shown  us  better  than  any  other  person  what 
part  of  these  funds  are  available.  He  could  hatt'e  prothiccl 
his  estimate  of  those  funds  at  the  time  of  the  resignation 
of  tlie  late  Postmaster  General,  and  we  should  then  have 
been  enabled  to  judge  whether  the  statement  in  the  late 
reports  of  losses  on  these  balances  be  true  or  false.  But 
here  was  danger,  sir.  What  w.\s  the  result  of  the  ap- 
prehensions it  excited?  Why,  it  was  determined  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  that 
Mr.  Hand  should  mind  his  business,  and  that  the  infornui- 
tion  ought  to  come  from  the  Postmaster  General  himswh'. 
[Mr,  C.  here  read  the  journal  of  the  committee  on  ih  s 
subject.]  Thus,  you  see,  sir,  while  the  Postmaster  lie- 
ncral  is  withholding  all  infonnation  from  us  unt'd  some 
few  days  before  the  close  of  the  session,  when  wc  cannot 
even  examine  his  communication,  we  are,  by  the  votes  (^f 
these  gentlemen,  prevented  from  seeking  inform.atian  from 
other  sources. 

I  shall  not  dwell,  sir,  on  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Bradley's 
letter — on  the  opposition  of  these  gentlemen  to  his  ex- 
amination— on  the  numerous  objections  whicli  tliey  I\a\  o 
taken  to  his  evidence  at  different  stages  of  the  inqiiir}', 
and  which  will  prevent  us  from  ever  closing  his  testimom , 
or  taking  any  part  of  that  of  many  other  witnesses  who 
remain  to  be  examined.  But  1  will  venture  to  pre  (V.ct 
that,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  at  a  moment  when  it 
will  be  impossible  for  any  one  to  examine  his  conuminiea- 
tion,  Mr.  Barry  will  report,  and  not  till  then.*  B<it  it  is 
my  duty,  foreseeing,  as  I  do,  this  result,  ami  having  ob- 
served all  the  shutHing  which  has  occurred,  to  say  iiou 
that  as  no  man  can  be  condemned  without  a  trial,  so,  ton, 
there  can  be  no  acquittal  without  it. 

It  has  been  told  us  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
that,  should  this  inquiry  proceed,  Mr.  Barry  will  refuse  to 
answer  it.  It  may  be  so,  sir.  We  have  indeed  fallen  up- 
on evil  times.  Yet  I  doubt  much  whether  any  chief  of  a 
department  dare  refuse  to  answer  to  the  Senate  while  that 
body  retains  the  spirit  to  vindicate  its  rights.  And  if  il.c 
day  has  indeed  arrived  when  our  power  can  be  so  contemp- 
tuously slighted — when  we  can  be  braved  by  every  chief 
of  department  or  petty  executive  officer,  it  is  time  that  v*  c 
hhould  leave  our  seats,  and  suffer  the  people  to  send  men 
of  sufficient  energy  to  represent  them  here,  who  will  ascer- 
tain the  means  by  which  every  puny  whipster  gets  the 
sword  and  defies  them  to  take  it  from  him.  Sir,  I  cannot 
yet  believe  that  we  I»ave  fallen  so  low.  It  is  true  tl^at  the 
Postmaster  General  did,  for  nearly  one  whole  year,  omit  to 
notice  tlie  resolution  of  the  Sen.^tor  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ri  r- 
NET,]  inquiring  into  the  matter  of  the  mail  contracts.  Hut 
after  iliis  debate  arose,  and  the  i*efusal  to  present  his  answ  cr 


•  Mr.  Barn'*  rc|K)rt  did  not  conic  in  uniil  ibefimt  of  Mirch,  uWn^ 
of  course,  it  cotild  not  bt*  even  read  by  ali  Uie  cnminit(ct>,  and  n  cow 
Va'\\\%  no  auswiT  whatcvt-r  lu  any  of  the  intcrrog-niori*^  in  ihe  'ti{»  r  of 
ih»!  I8lh  Jiiniitiry,  mi|Hc(in(^  the  numbtT  of  remoraI»  and  the  i»r*ct  r»- 
of  itmnviniy  without  notice  to  the  Accused— nor  any  to  the  q»K^i>..n 
whether  the  revenue  had  been  anlicipated  by  ()ver<.anif\«  on  pi«(fnii'>* 
tcr«.  It  offers  only  an  excuse  for  not  answering  the  (|ne4tii>n  in  tlji- 
U'lttr  o;  lh«:  t4th  December  "  What  was  the  «tate  of  tht*  fuud<  on  ihr 
1st  of  October  lasiT*  and  allep^s  thai  the  question,  **  Wliat  are  tb«>  ini- 
provi  inciii**  c»r  other  cnusis  which  have  caused  the  increaM-d  *-^p«ni!i. 
lure  of  150,000  (hillam  mort"  than  was  espcntled  last  yean'"  put  xo  fiu« 
on  the  24ih  of  n^-eenilvr  la<t,  oannot  be  «n«w»'rtil  ihi*  «cs«i«»»i  for  «  j  v 
of  time. 
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hecjime  tho  subject  of  complaint,  we  find  that  it  has  been 
paraded  with  much  of  stage  effect  on  the  table  before  us- 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  points  to  it  as  a  very  mo- 
ifiment  of  human  industry.  It  contains,  he  says,  work 
<  luaofh  to  make  a  volume.  By  examining  it,  it  will  be 
found  that  three-fourths  of  the  whole  mass  consists  of 
printed  bonds  and  contracts;  and  the  residue  of  tiie  an- 
sTor  to  the  inquiry  which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  made, 
mght  be  performed  by  a  tolerable  clerk  in  six  weeks. 
It  li^^s  not  been  deniecl,  you  observe,  that  the  informa- 
ticii  as  to  the  contracts  of  Mr.  McLean  was,  bst  year,  in- 
verted in  the  resolution  by  the  request  of  the  present  Post- 
nmter  General;  and  his  own  answer  to  his  own  question, 
nude  with  a  view  to  excuse  his  own  allowances  by  the  ex« 
•iiipie  of  his  predecessor,  has  caused  by  far  the  greater  part 
of  the  labor  which  that  resolution  has  imposed.  Sir,  the 
Postmaster  General  may  safely  send  here  any  information, 
vhllethcgendemen  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire 
sand  ready  to  protect  it  from  examination.  This  very 
^ss  of  labor,  which  it  has  Liken  nearly  a  year  to  prepare, 
as  ibe  gentlemen  would  have  us  believe,  after  undergoing 
tbc  careful  superviwon  of  all  concerned  during  that  time, 
comes  here,  and  when  a  motion  is  made  to  refer  it  to  this 
committee,  which  is  examining  the  subject  of  these  con- 
tracts, the  gentlemen  move  its  reference  to  another  commit- 
tee, which  it  was  well  known  did  not  intend  to  esuimine  it, 
^ndthe  whole  subject  is  thus  snatched  from  the  investigating 
cu.T.nQittec.  Strange,  indeed,  that  an  apprehension  should 
be  entertained,  tliat  in  three  weeks  impcacliable  matter 
n-i^ht  be  discovered,  among  a  mass  of  papers,  which  they 
ay  it  required  nearly  a  year  to  prepare.  This,  sir,  is  what 
I  term  stifling  inquiry;  and  with  what  counteiuince  these 
trcntljinen  can  complain  of  a  charge  made  here,  that  they 
have  stifled  it,  aAer  this  let  the  Senate  and  the  pubhc 
>jge. 

And  now,  sir,  to  return  to  the  resolution.     It  Is  decla- 
rator}' of  the  limits  of  the  commission  under  which  the 
committee  act,  by  its  very  terms.     It  affirms  what  is  un- 
•lae,  that  wc  have  no  power,  under  our  commission,  to 
•Mke  this  inquiry.     The  original  resolution  directs,  as  we 
have  seen,  an  inquiry  into  the  *•  entire  management  of  the 
PostOflice  Departnient."     Why  do  not  gentlemen  say  in 
terms,  that  their  aim  and  object  is  to  repeal  a  part  of  the 
powers  originally  conferred  ?  Why  not  boldly  avow  at  once, 
that  tiie  boastful  defiance  of  ifiquiry,  at  the  commencement 
if  the  session,  when  the  committee  was  appointed,  was  but 
an  empty  vaunt,  which  it  is  now  found  necessary  to  retract^ 
The  s;entleman  from  Tennessee  says,   that  he  can  sup- 
plr  us  with  all  the  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
causes  of  removals.     He  enumerates  nine  of  these;  1st, 
Intemperance;  2d,  Delinquency;  3d,  Prying  into  letters; 
Jth,  Concealing  or  withholding  letters;  5th,  Habitual  neg- 
l?ence  of  duty;  6th,  Incompetency;  7th,  Refusal  to  com- 
ply witti  the  regulations  of  the  department;  8th,  Discharg- 
ing tite  postmasters'  duties  by  deputies  under  age;   9th, 
Living  ofl*  the  post  routes.     And  the  honorable  gentleman 
sums  up  thb  list  of  causes  with  the  sweeping  declaration, 
"that he  has  no  doubt  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance 
of  removal  but  for  one  or  other  of  these  causes!*'    Sir, 
»}  we  ta  suppose  that  the  Postmaster  General  instructed 
nira  to  make  such  a  declaration?    The  honorable  member 
^  know  but  little  on  the  subject,  of  his  own  knowledge. 
He  lives  in  a  district  whose  political  sins  have  not  demand- 
^  such  expiation  as  this  of  removal  from  office.     But  we 
*ttolive  north  of  the  Potomac  know,  sir,  that  his  enume- 
fi^on  of  causes  is  a  gross  insult  to  hundreds  of  our  worthy 
Citizens,  who  have  been  removed  without  any  other  trans- 
greaon  than  that  with  which,  according  to  the  ortliodox 
^reed  emanating  ex  eaihedra  here,  is  denominated  political 
^J^'    In  the  mean  time,  sir,  this  declaration  of  the  gen- 
J*™an  shows  us  how  just  were  our  suspicions,  that  the 
™fs  of  this  department  have  been  filled  with  groundless 
acc«isatjons  against  the  victims  of  its  proscription,  which 
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may  sleep  there  unrefutcd,  because  they  remain  unknown 
until,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  when  the  men  have  been  laid 
in  their  graves,  these  rcccptack's  of  filtJi  may  be  opened 
by  the  hand  of  malevolence,  to  tarnish  the  memory  ox  those 
before  whom,  while  living,  the  accusers  dared  not  show 
their  faces.  His  very  statement  of  causes,  therefore,  ex- 
hibits the  strongest  reason  for  demanding  an  exposition  of 
the  facts.  But,  sir,  the  blow  is  not  merely  levelled  at  the 
hundreds  of  removed  postmasters.  It  strikes  directly  at 
their  late  chief,  who  retained  them  all  in  office.  The  de- 
claration til  us  made  boldly  to  the  world  is,  that  he  kept  in 
office  some  five  or  six  hundred  men,  who  were  either 
drunken,  or  were  pn'ing  into  correspondence,  or  were 
guilty  of  some  other  of  the  enormities  enumerated  in  this 
list.  The  answer  to  it  all,  is,  look  at  tlie  state  of  the  money 
chest  now,  and  remember  what  it  was  when  John  Mcl^ean 
was  compelled  to  leave  it,  or  stirrender  his  independence 
as  a  man,  and  become  the  tool  of  this  proscriptive  and  ar- 
bitrary power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  finds  another  cause  for 
suppressing  the  inquiry,  in  what  he  calls  the  verdict  of  the 
people.     Tiie  gentleman  from  Maine  had  complained  of 
the  removal  of  some  twenty  .five  postmasters  in  one  of  the 
counties  of  that  State.     The  Senator  from  Tennessee  says 
he  has  no  right  to  complain,  because  tlie  people  there 
have  sanctioned  the  proscription  by  giving  their  vote  for 
the  administration.     Sir,  I  pretend  to  know  nothing  of  the 
case.     But  I  may  ask,  did  the  people  act  with  a  view  to 
all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Government,  when  they 
merely  approved  of  the  gfeneral  acts  of  the  President  ?  The 
conduct  of  these  subordinates  was  probably  no  part  of  the 
issue  joined  before  the  people.  From  the  nature  of  things, 
we  must  believe  it  could  not  have  been  ao.     So  far  fi^m 
passing  sentence  on  the  removed  officers  by  their  vote, 
the  people  probably  were  engrossed  by  what  they  deem- 
ed more/important  comuderations  afiecting  tlie  general  wel- 
fare of  their  country.     But,  sir,  if  they  had  acted  with  a 
view  to  these  offici&s  alone,  would  it  have  been  quite  fair 
to  have  urged  the  force  of  their  verdict  upon  us?  It  would 
not  sound  well,  in  any  supposable  case,  to  offer  bribes  or 
threats  to  any  part  of  the  jury,  and  then  plead  their 
vei*dict  in  justification  of  the  act;  and  the  very  evil  com- 
plained of  being  the  influence  of  Executive  patronage 
on  tlie  elective  franchise,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  with- 
out reference  to  the  people  of  Maine,  or  any  other  par- 
ticular State,  that  if  you  can  find  a  case  which  has  been 
decided  by  the  influence  of  that  patronage,  you  might  as 
well  boast  that  you  had  embraced  a  jury,  and  point  in  jus- 
tification to  the  verdict,  as  to  plume  yourselves  upon  the 
eflfect  which  that  patronage  has  produced.     And  ir  the  ar- 
gument has  any  weight,  what  shall  be  said  of  those  ver- 
dicts which  tlie  people  have  rendered  in  other  districts  of 
country,  where  the  proscription  has  been  equally  exten- 
sive, and  where,  in  defiance  of  your  patronage,  Uie  deci- 
sion has  been  against  you? 

There  is  no  department  of  this  Government,  air,  in 
which  the  people  take  so  lively  an  interest  as  the  post 
office.  It  should  be  so  conducted  as  to  secure  their  per- 
fect confidence.  It  should,  therefore,  have  no  party  cha- 
racter whatever.  So  anxious  was  Mr.  Jeflferaon  to  deprive 
it  of 4ill  political  connexion,  as  we  learn  from  liis  memoirs^ 
that  he  prohibited  the  employment  of  any  printer  in  the 
department,  even  so  far  as  to  be  concerned  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail.  Suppose  that,  in  his  day,  or  tliat 
of  any  former  President,  it  had  been  charged  with  operat- 
ing on  the  elective  franchise,  and  the  rights  of  the  States, 
through  the  immense  qifluence  of  an  army  of  dependents, 
amoimting  to  more  than  ten  thousand  men,  with  subsidiz- 
ing the  press,  establishing  a  system  of  espionage,  and 
wasting  the  public  treasure  in  disbursements  to  political 
favorites — ^I  ask,  would  any  party,  at  any  former  period, 
have  had  the  liardibood,  after  an  investigation  had  been 
set  on  foot  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  such  conjectures,  to 
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suppress  the  iiiTestigation,  or  to  restrict  it  in  any  particu- 
lar, for  the^  purpose  of  preventing  a  complete  develop- 
ment of  all  its  operations:  Yet  such  charges  are  now  loud- 
ly proclaimed  against  it?  sucli  an  investigation  has  been 
called  for,  and  tne  very  object  of  the  resolution  on  your 
table  is  to  close  the  door  against  inquiry. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  In  the  fearless  discl)arge  of  my  duty 
here,  I  may  have  drawn  down  on  my  own  head  tlic  ven- 
geance of  a  power,  more  terrible  than  any  which  all  the 
other  authorities  of  this  Government  combined  can  wield; 
but  I  should  have  proved  a  faithless  representative,  and 
recreant  to  the  interests  of  the  intrepid  people  who  have 
never  yet  bowed  to  the  terrors  or  the  allurements  of  Exe- 
cutive influence,  if  I  had  shrunk  from  its  performance. 

Note  by  Mr.  C — Ttie  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
letter  of  the  honorable  John  McLean  to  Mr.  Barry,  laid 
before  the  committee  by  their  orden 

••  Washixctow,  March  31,  1829. 

<*  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  public  service, 
refrain  from  recommending  the  continuance  of  the  As- 
sistant Postmasters  General,  who  have  been  long  identified 
with  the  department,  and  have  been  faithful  to  the  trust 
reposed. 

*'  I  name  those  gentlemen  to  you,  because  I  have  un- 
derstood that  efforts  arc  making  to  remove  one  or  both  of 
them.  I  sliould  extremely  regret  such  a  step,  as  well  on 
your  own  account  as  that  of  the  public.  With  the  opera- 
tions of  the  department,  1  am  well  acquainted.  I  am 
anxious  that  its  reputation  shall  be  sustained,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  this  cannot  be  done  if  the  above  gentlemen 
be  removed.  This  remark  is  made  with  a  perfect  know- 
Ie<lge  of  the  facts." 

TlIUBSDAT,  FsURUAttT  10. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw 
tlie  bill,  which  was  laid  on  tlie  table  the  other  day,  for 
the  abrogation  of  the  duty  on  alum  salt. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  took  the  occasion  to  say  that, 
after  mature  examination  and  deliberation,  he  was  satis- 
fied that  he  had  erroneously  decided  that  the  abovemen- 
tioncd  bill  could  not  be  received.  He  considered  that  it 
was  at  the  dispossd  of  tlie  Senate,  as  other  bills  were. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row ask  leave  to  introduce  a  similar  bill  with  some  modi- 
fication. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON  AND  HIS  DAUGHTER. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the 
bill  of  which  he  yesterday  gmve  notice.  He  said  that,  ob- 
serving in  the  Telegraph  of  this  morning,  in  tlie  report  of 
tlie  proceedings  of  the  day  before,  an  error,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  lie  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Martha 
Randolph,  the  daughter,  and  only  surviving  child  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  deceased,  it  was  due  to  tlic  sensibility 
of  tiiat  lady,  as  well  as  to  himself,  to  state,  that,  in  gfiving 
notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  concerning  the 
only  surviving  child  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  he  was  actuated 
solely  by  his  own  views  of  the  high  obligations  of  duty, 
and  a  desire  to  rescue  the  nation  from  the  imputation  of 
a  want  of  gratitude  to  a  departed  statesman,  who  had  so 
largely  contributed  to  the  establishment  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  free  institutions  under  which  we  live.  No 
memorial  was  either  received  or  presented  on  this  subject. 
No  intimation  whatever  has  been  made  of  a  demre  to  bring 
this  question  under  the  consideration  of  Congress  by  the 
individual  named  in  the  bill,  which  lie  had  asked  leave  to 
introduce.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  error  noticed  was 
unintentional  on  the  part  of  the  editor  of  the  Telegraph. 

You  will  perceive,  Mr.  President,  continued  the  elo- 
quent Senator,  that  I  have  brought  before  this  honorable 
body  a  proposition  calculated  to  animate  the  patriotic 
feelings  of  every  American  citizen;  a  proposition  which 


has  too  long  slept  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  administer 
this  Government.  The  name  of  Thomas  Jefferson  is  iden- 
tified with  the  independence  and  glory  of  this  country-. 
His  eulogy  is  written  in  the  pages  of  faithful  histor}',  and 
deeply  impressed  on  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  I  will 
not  deface  the  sublime  and  beautiful  picture  by  any  at- 
tempt to  retouch  it  with  the  pencil  of  an  unskilful  arti&t; 
but  it  shall  be  my  humble  part  simply  to  bring  to  the  re- 
collection of  this  honorable  body  the  high  claims  of  this 
eminent  philosopher  and  statesman  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
generation  who  sur>'ive  him,  and  leave  to  others,  better 
qualified  for  the  task,  the  pleasing  duty  of  illustrating'  the 
merits  and  distinguished  services  of  one  whose  equal  has 
seldom  appeared  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  political 
drama  of  the  world.  Washington,  Lafayette,  and  their 
companions  in  arms,  wielded  the  physical  force  of  the 
colonies  in  our  revolutionary  strug^e.  Jefferson,  Adams, 
Franklin,  and  their  compatriots  in  the  cabinet,  fou|^t  the 
great  moi*al  battle  of  their  oppressed  country  at  that  me- 
morable epoch.  They  boldly  asserted  those  rigliis  and 
principles,  which  vindicated  our  cause  throughout  civiliz- 
ed Europe,  and  brought  into  action  the  invincible  ener- 
gies of  the  American  people,  by  whose  perseverance  and 
valor  the  chains  of  tyranny  were  broken,  and  the  mer- 
cenaries of  the  tyrant  driven  from  the  land  whicli  they 
had  dared  to  invade  and  desolate  with  conflagration,  rob- 
bery, and  the  sword.  Under  the  influence  of  feelings 
honorable  to  our  national  character,  which  have  been,  on 
many  occasions,  signally  manifested,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  a  few  years  past,  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  made  a  voluntary  gift  to  General  Lafaj'ette,  of  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  tnouinnd  dollars,  and  a  further  dona- 
tion of  a  township  of  land  equal  in  value  to  the  additional 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  l^iis 
liberality  to  tlie  hero  who  fought  our  battles,  who  espoused 
our  cause,  and  shed  his  blood  in  our  defence,  and  ^«ho 
has  been  the  uniform  friend  of  liberty  in  both  hemi- 
spheres, met  the  approbation  of  the  people  at  large,  it  has 
never  been  complained  of  by  tlie  most  vigilant  guardian  oi 
the  public  purse.  Our  national  gratitiide  to  this  dist:n> 
g^isned  man  was  due  to  his  disinterested  services  and 
sacrifices  in  the  great  cause  of  freedom,  and  the  emanci- 
pation of  these  States  from  the  galling  yoke  of  despotic 
power,  wielded  by  the  unrelenting  arm  of  the  British 
monarch.  It  has  imparted  a  lustre  to  the  American  name 
fiir  more  precious  than  th6  price  at  which  it  was  obtained. 
Actuated  by  the  same  lofty  eoR«derations  which  governed 
the  National  Legislature  on  thatoccanon,  let  us  not  forget 
the  testamentary  bequest  ofthe  great  author  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  to  his  beloved  country.  Jefferson, 
whose  name  must  be  ever  dear  to  the  friends  of  human  liber- 
ty throughout  the  world,  in  the  last  hour  of  his  existence, 
bestowing  an  expiring  thought  on  the  political  connexion 
which  had  so  long  existe<l  between  himself  and  the  Ame^ 
rican  people,  and  feeling  the  pressure  of  his  pecuniary 
circumstances,  and  the  embarrassed  condition  of  his  affairs, 
consoled  his  agitated  spirits  by  the  confidence  which  he 
reposed  in  the  justice  and  benevolence  of  this  nation;  and, 
with  his  last  breath,  bequeathed  his  daughter  and  only 
surviving  child  to  that  country  which  he  had  so  faithfully 
served,  and  of  which  he  was  the  pride  and  ornament. 
Shall  we  then  fold  our  arms  in  cold  indifference,  and,  un« 
mindful  of  him,  whose  enliglitened  mind  and  unboiight 
patriotism  gave  impetus  to  the  bsjl  of  the  revolution,  and 
fixed  the  great  principles  of  this  confederated  republic, 
treat  with  unkind  neglect  the  object  dearest  to  his  heart, 
which  he  had  so  confidently  committed  to  our  generous 
protection? 

Shall  we  limit  our  liberal  donations  to  Lafavette,  and  a 
few  others,  and  permit  the  only  surviving  child  of  Thomas 
Jefierson  to  lin&Fer  in  poverty  in  her  native  country,  while 
every  page  of  its  history  points  to  the  glory  which  has 
been  shed  over  it  by  the  acis  of  her  illustrious  father?    1 
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hope  not  The  ingratitude  of  repubtics  is  the  favortte 
theme  of  tyrants,  and  of  all  those  who  ur^^e  that  man  is 
incapable  of  self-gOTernment.  The  despots  of  the  world 
taunt  us  with  this  insulting  epithet.  We  have  shown  them 
in  the  case  of  Lafajette  that  we  do  not  deserve  the  foul 
imputation.  Let  us  follow  up  the  ^ood  example  by  an 
e<jual  iiberalitf  to  our  own,  our  venerated  Jefferson,  and 
this  stain  on  the  &ir  lame  of  the  republic  will  vanish  into 
thin  air,  and  be  remembered  among  the  iables  of  a  de- 
ranged imagination.  I  now  move,  Mr.  President,  tliat 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  according  to  the  notice 
which  I  gave  yesterday,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

A  bill  "concerning  Martha  Randolph,  the  daughter 
and  only  surviving  child  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  deceased," 
vas  then  presented  by  Mr.  PonrDsxTia  to  the  Chair, 
Kad  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Poutdbxtib,  Mr.  Bsll, 
Mr.  WsBSTKa,  Mr.  Ttlbb,  and  Mr.  Hathb. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Senate  again  took  up  the  resolution  concerning  the 
examination  of  witnesses  as  to  the  causes  of  their  removal 
from  office. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  concluded  his  speech  against  the  reso- 
lution, 

[As  reported  above  in  yesterday's  debate.] 
Mr.  BENTON  then  rose  and  said,  that  he  did  not  appear 
0"  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  the  debate,  nor 
to  express  any  opinion  on  the  truth  of  the  allegations  so 
▼iolentif  urged  against  the  Postmaster  General.  He  liad 
no  opinion  on  the  matter,  and  did  not  wish  to  have  one, 
eicept  it  was  that  presumptive  opinion  of  innocence  which 
the  laws  awarded  to  all  who  were  sccused,  and  which  the 
pyre  and  elevated  character  of  Mr.  Barry  so  eminently 
claims.  If  impeached,  it  might  be  his  duty  to  nt  in  judg- 
ment upon  him — or,  if  he  had  an  opinion  in  the  case,  to 
wire  from  the  judgment  seat;  as  he  could  neither  recon- 
cile it  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  nor  tlie  rights  of 
Ae  accused,  to  take  the  oath  of  a  judge,  with  a  precon- 
ceived opinion  in  his  bosom,  to  be  dropped  out  as  soon  as 
tlie  forms  would  permit.  He  rose,  he  repeated,  not  to 
accuse  or  absolve  Mr.  Barry,  but  to  express  his  opinion  of  the 
character  of  the  proceeding  which  was  carrying  on  against 
him,  and  to  intimate  an  idea  of  what  might  be  proper  to 
he  done  hereafter  in  regard  to  it.  He  then  afRrmed  with 
deep  and  evident  feeling,  that  he  looked  upon  the  whole 
procmling,  from  its  first  inception  to  that  moment,  as  one 
of  eminent  impropriety,  compromising  the  judicial  purity 
of  the  Senate  on  one  hand,  and  invading  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  tlie  other.  The  Senate, 
under  the  constitution,  tries  impeachments — the  House  of 
Representatives  prefers  them.  Each  has  its  assigned  part 
to  act,  and  it  is  an  invasion  of  privilege  for  either  to  assume 
the  part  of  the  other.  If  the  tenth  part  of  the  matter  so 
furiously  urged  against  Mr.  Barry  was  true,  or  even  found- 
ed in  probability,  he  might  come  before  the  Senate  for 
^»  and  it  would  be  a  horrid  mockery  of  judicial  forms  for 
hu  future  judges  to  take  the  lead  in  the  case  of  accusation, 
And  to  excite,  promote,  foment,  and  instigate  charges 
^inst  him.  To  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  belonged 
that  part  of  the  painful  business;  and  the  present  proceed- 
^^}^  ^tie  Senate  must  appear  to  them  as  an  invasion  ef 
their  privile^,  and  an  implied  censure  upon  their  negli- 
gence. It  did  seem  to  him  that  the  House  of  Representap 
tives  might  take  notice  of  the  proceeding,  and  feel  itself 
bound  to  vindicate  its  rights;  and  the  two  Houses  thus  be 
brought  into  serious  collision.  To  avoid  these  consequen- 
ces, aa  well  as  to  escape  a  compromise  of  the  judicial  cha- 
J«ctcr  of  the  Senate,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
debate  and  proceedings  should  terminate  immediately. 
This  would  save  the  further  evils  to  the  Senate  itself,  which 
"*»ght  ensue.     As  to  the  past-— the  proceedings  already 


had — ^he  declared  that  he  thought  them  a  fit  subject  for 
that  operation  which  had  been  performed  upon  the  record 
of  Wilkes's  expulsion  from  the  British  House  of  Commons — 
upon  the  record  of  the  Yazoo  fraud,  in  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia — and  upon  the  record  of  the  Massachusetts  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  which  declared  it  to  be  unbecoming  the 
character  of  a  moral  and  religious  people  to  rejoice  in  the 
victories  of  their  country.  He  declared  it  to  be  bis  delibe- 
rate opinion  that  the  history  of  the  whole  proceeding  against 
Mr.  Barry  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  journals  of 
the  Senate!  Total  expurgation  from  the  journals  was  the 
most  appropriate  means  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  re- 
store its  own  injured  character — to  makeatonementtothe 
invaded  privileges  and  itisulted  feelings  of  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and  what,  pdrhaps,  was  still  more  im- 
portant, to  prevent  this  evil  example,  this  horrid  combina- 
tion of  the  accusing  and  trying  function,  from  being  drawn 
into  precedent  in  niture  times  when  the  party  in  power, 
and  predominant  in  the  Senate,  might  want  the  spoils  of  a 
victim.  >  If  the  American  Cato,  the  venerable  Ma  coir,  was 
here,  it  would  be  his  part  to  become  the  guardian  of  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  Senate:  in  his  absence,  that  high 
duty  might  devolve,  at  an  appropriate  time,  upon  some 
a^d  Senator.  If  none  such  undertook  it,  it  might  become 
his  part  to  consider  how  fiir  their  places  ought  to  be  sup- 
plied by  a  less  worthy  and  less  efficient  member. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  then  again  rose.  He  regretted,  he 
said,  the  course  pursued  by  the  gentlemen  from  Maine 
and  Delaware,  especially  by  the  latter.  It  had  compelled 
him  again  to  trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate, 
during  the  discussion  of  this  resolution,  although  the  subject 
must  have  become  irksome.  But  new  positions  had  been 
assumed — ^new  insinuations  uttered-^new  and  extraordi- 
nary accusations  rung  in  the  ears  of  this  body  and  of  the 
whole  community.  Silence  under  them  might  be  con- 
strued into  approbation.  In  repelling  them,  he  disclaimed 
all  that  part  of  the  compliment  bestowed  upon  him,  in 
connexion  with  his  friend  on  the  right,  [Mr.  Gavvnr,] 
that  they  were  **  most  dexterous  advocates  of  the  Post- 
master General."  He,  as  an  individual,  was  in  this  body 
the  advocate  of  nobody.  He  acted  in  his  station  as  a  Sena- 
tor, and  only  as  a  Senator;  and  whomsoever  in  a  public 
station,  he  might  be  called  upon,  in  the  course  of  official 
duty,  to  vindicate  or  condemn,  he  should  endeavor  to  do 
it  in  a  manner  becoming  that  public  station,  and  with  a 
single  eye  to  the  public  interests.  In  the  discharge  of 
what  had  devolved  on  him,  as  a  member  of  the  special 
Post  Office  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  present  debate, 
he  had  used,  and  should  hereafter  use,  no  dexterity  beyond 
a  dry  appeal  to  our  own  oong^snonal  documents,  and  to 
such  maUiematicjU computations  on  their  contents  as  every 
gentleman  could  disprove  or  verify  for  himself. 

Poetry  had  never  before,  but  once,  he  believed,  been 
brought  in  aid  of  an  examination  into  any  of  our  fiscal  con- 
cerns; and  though  that  was  done  by  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment, he  should  beg  leave  to  decUne  following  both  that 
example  and  the  example  of  the  two  gentlemen  opposed 
to  Uiis  resolution,  in  preferring  figures  of  rhetoric  to  figures 
of  arithmetic.  Nor  should  be  willingly  follow  the  last 
speaker  in  making  political  prophecies,  whether  as  to  men 
or  measures.  He  felt  much  veneration  for  religious  pro- 
phecies; but  as  for  political  ones,  when  uttered  by  politi- 
cians, who  had  made  arrangements  to  bring  about  the 
events  foretold,  and  were  endeavoring,  he  hoped  in  vain, 
to  verify  thdr  own  predictions,  he  cherished  not  sufficient 
respect  for  such  prophecies  as  to  imitate  such  an  exstnple. 
The  grave  character  of  this  body  demanded  of  us  to  con- 
sider that  we  were  in  fact  examining  the  conduct  of  one 
of  the  most  elevated  officers  of  the  Government;  an  officer 
who,  from  his  public  station  as  well  as  his  high  personal 
cluracter,  was  entitled  to  at  least  ordinary  comity,  and  an 
adherence,  on  our  part,  to  a  fair,  manly,  and  liberal  course 
of  investigation.     W^e  were  carrying  a  scrutiny  into  the 


183 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


184 


Si  NATE.] 


Fori  Offict  Department, 


[Feb.  10,  1831. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  of  nearly  two  millions  annually; 
and  we  should  do  it,  he  trusted,  on  the  same  just  princi- 
ples, and  the  same  settled  rules  of  evidence,  as  gfovemed 
us  in  relation  to  similar  subjects  in  otlier  departments,  and 
in  other  periods  of  our  history. 

How  had  we  got  involved  in  this  wide  and  desultory  de- 
bate }  Assuredly  by  a  mar>'ellous  departure  from  the  lan- 
guage and  spirit  of  the  resolution  itself,  on  the  part  of  its 
opponents.  The  resolution  proposes  simply  to  check  the 
inquiries  of  the  special  committee  into  the  causes  of  remo- 
vals in  the  Post  Office  Department.  This  is  a  single  and 
a  lair  proposition  for  the  decision  of  this  body.  The  com- 
mittee being  divided,  an  appeal  was  made  to  you,  as  you 
are  tlie  authors  of  the  reference,  and  have  power  to  con- 
strue, amend,  or  abolish  it  altogether.  In  favor  of  that 
proposition,  the  minority  of  the  committee  believed  that 
the  Senate  had  pronounced  an  opinion  the  last  winter, 
after  very  full  debate,  and,  therefore,  not  "carefully 
avoiding,"  as  the  member  from  Delaware  alleges,  an  argu- 
ment on  the  eonstruction  which  might  be  given  to  the 
words  of  the  reference  independent  of  that  opinion;' but 
contending  that,  after  such  an  opinion,  the  Senate  could 
not  intend  to  have  a  construction  placed  on  the  reference 
hostile  to  their  own  decision,  the  minority  opposed  going 
into  an  inquiry  of  the  special  causes  of  removal.  They 
believed,  also,  that  we  ought  not  to  embark  in  that  inquiry, 
because  all  admit  the  Postmaster  General  has  both  the 
legal  and  constitutional  right  to  displace  any  of  his  depu- 
ties. The  right  or  power  being  conceded,  there  is  no 
law  nor  sense  in  making  him  amenable,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  Senate,  for  any  supposed  abuse  of  that 
power.  For  such  abuse  he  is  responsible  only  to  the 
other  House  as  the  impeaching  body,  or  to  the  President, 
wlio  can  control  or  remove  him  at  pleasure;  but  we,  the 
Senate,  can  neither  impeach  nor  remove  him;  and,  as  a 
legislative  body,  have  no  more  right  to  investigate  the 
particular  motives  which  influenced  him  in  any  removal, 
than  we  have  tlic  motives  of  a  collector  of  tlie  customs, 
or  a  marshal,  in  the  removal  of  their  deputies.  The  ge- 
neral course  of  administration  in  respect  to  removals,  it 
might  be  proper  to  ascertain,  as  once  before  remarked, 
with  a  view  to  legislation.  So  might  it  be  in  respect  to 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  department,  with  the  same  view; 
and  the  latter  investigation  might  be  pushed  further,  into 
the  smallest  minutise,  to  see  if  any  departure  had  been 
made  from  the  acts  of  Congress  about  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures; and,  if  any  departure,  what  remedies  might  be 
proper  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  mischiefs.  But,  in 
relation  to  particular  removals,  the  law  had  entrusted  the 
Postmaster  General  with  unlimited  discretion  and  power. 
Such  a  discretion  could  not  be  violated.  There  would 
not  be,  in  any  removal,  a  departure  from  the  law,  because 
tliere  existed  no  law  restricting  him;  and  hence  an  inquiry 
into  particular  cases  was  unjust,  useless,  and  improper. 

So  much  for  the  direct  merits  of  the  resolution.  But 
mark  the  ingenuity  of  our  opponents,  in  getting  up  the 
rest  of  this  extraordinary  debate!  The  Senator  who  has 
just  addressed  you,  avers,  th'it  the  moneyed  concerns  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  are  ••  rapidly  verging  to  msol- 
vencv;"  tliat  this  nas  been  caused  by  the  misconduct  of 
faithless  and  fraudulent  officers  recently  appointed;  and 
hence,  that  you  ought  to  permit  the  committee  to  ferret 
out  the  causes  of  the  removal  of  their  predecessors.  To 
reach  his  inference,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  gentleman  has 
been  obligfed  to  resort  to  "two  assumptions  of  fact,  if  not 
of  doctrine,"  in  the  language  of  Colonel  lawless.  If 
either  of  those  assumptions  fail  him,  in  the  proof  or  inves- 
tigation, his  inference  against  the  clieck  contained  in  the 
resolution  has  no  foundation  to  stand  on.  Like  the  Indian 
philosophy  as  to  the  foundation  on  which  tlie  earth  stands, 
lie  may  rest  some  of  his  positions  on  the  elephant,  and  the 
elephant  upon  the  tortoise;  but  on  what  does  his  tomoise 
stand,  if  the  department  is  not,  in  truth,  verging  to  insol- 


vency? Or,  if  embarrassed,  it  has  not,  in  troth,  become 
so  by  neglect  and  corruption,  but  by  your  own  system  of 
legislation,  largely  increasing  its  expenditures?  The  gen- 
tleman,, likewise,  has  indulged  in  tnese  two  assumptions 
at  the  very  moment  when  the  committee  were  inquiring 
into  the  real  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  department, 
and  when  his  questions  about  removals  might  have  been 
judiciously  postponed,  it  is  believed,  till  the  truth  of  the 
assumption,  as  to  insolvency,  on  which  his  other  questions 
rest,  were  fully  ascertained.  tBut  no;  this  did  not  suit  the 
zeal  and  impatience  of  the  prosecution.  It  was  thought 
better  to  guess  at  the  fact  of  insolvency,  or  attempt  to 
show,  from  imperfect  and  perverted  circumstances,  than 
to  wait  a  few  days  for  decisive  evidence,  one  way  or  t!ic 
other — evidence,  too,  within  our  own  reach,  and  which  we 
were  collecting  by  interrogatories  to  the  department,  ac- 
cess to  its  books,  and  the  unlimited  power  conferred  on 
us  by  the  Senate  to  send  any  where  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  Senate  will  now  understand  the  occasion,  pren^A- 
ture  and  unnecessary  in  his  opinion,  for  entering  this  b4 
wide  field  of  accus;ition;  and,  considering  the  excitemcr.t 
accompanying  it,  they  would  excuse  the  trouble  he  must 
give  them,  while  meeting  the  cliairman  on  tbe  different 
grounds  ti*aveUed  over.  To  save  time,  he  would  avoid, 
as  much  as  possible,  any  recapitulation  of  any  thing  before 
offered  by  himself  or  the  member  from  Tennessee. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  chairman  asserts  the  depart- 
ment "is  rapidly  approaching  the  period  of  bankruptcy;" 
and  tliat  this  has  all  happened  under  its  present  hi-:^cl, 
from  the  removal  of  worthy  officers,  and  the  appointment 
in  their  stead  "of  factious,  brawling  pai'tisans,  with  r,o 
other  merit  than  voting  for  the  present  chief  inagistrat*:." 

Pray  let  ine  ask  what  evidence,  beyond  his  naked  asser- 
tion, has  the  gentleman  condescended  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  in  support  of  these  extraordinaiy  positions?  Dots 
he  point  to  a  particle  of  testimony  collected  by  the  com- 
mittee, except  the  deposition  which  has  been  read  by  the 
Senator  fronv Tennessee  about  Fowler's  bond^  and  vrhicb 
deposition  proves  mismanagement,  if  at  all,  under  tlic 
administration  of  Mr.  Meiers  rather  than  of  Mr,  Barrj'.  So 
far  as  the  imputed  indebtedness  of  Mr.  Barry,  as  one  cf 
Fowler's  sureties,  bears  on  the  present  funds  of  the  de- 
partment, it  is  enough  to  say  tliat,  from  tliat  deposition,  it 
appears  our  own  courts,  after  a  full  heai'ing,  and  undi  r  a 
former  administration,  have  rendered  judgment  in  L-s 
favor.  Although  a  new  action  might  have  been  instiiutetl, 
they  never  attempted  it.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  un- 
charitable, unjust,  and,  indeed,  illegal,  now  to  pronr/iii  c? 
him  a  debtor,  with  our  own  records,  and  the  conduct  of 
our  own  public  officers,  stamling  unreversed  in  his  faAcr. 
But  the  great  reliance  in  support  of  the  charge  of  b.'ir.k- 
ruptcy  is,  that,  from  our  documents,  it  can  be  gathered, 
tliat  the  present  head  of  the  department  fias,  in  his  firjt 
year,  "sunk,"  as  the  gentleman  calls  it,  $114,000;  thu% 
of  the  surplus  funds  left  in  bank  by  his  predecessor,  he  is 
alleged  ••to  have  spent  the  whole;'*  that  ♦•large  sun.s 
besides  have  been  drawn  from  the  treasurv;"  that  tlie 
balance  against  liim  is  almost  $100,000;  and  that,  without 
the  interposition  of  Congress,  the  operations  of  the  dt  j  art- 
ment  must  soon  entirely  cease. 

Now  let  me  invoke  the  Senate  to  a  close  cxaminatiori  of 
these  alarming  assertions  and  infereiices,  to  ascertain 
whether  there  be  any  thing  of  fallacy  or  falsity  in  any  of 
them;  or  rather  to  see  if  they  be  not  all  utterly  gromvl- 
less.  If  I  have  any  knowledge  of  the  history  of  that 
department,  and  any  judgment  to  understand  its  adm-n-*;- 
tration,  it  will  soon  be  seen  whether  it  is  not  now  in  a 
financial  condition  highly  prosperous;  whether  it  has  not, 
during  the  last  two  years,  eminently  fulfilled  the  publ.c 
expectations  and  designs  in  its  establishment;  and  whtthei 
its  prospects  in  future,  unless  blasted  by  out  own  lecri  la 
tion,  were  ever  more  encouraging  or  brilliant. 

As  to  its  general  financial  condition  at  any  perio<l,  every 
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person  who  reflects  a  moment  must  be  conscious  that  it 
will  mainly  depend  on  the  course'  of  our  own  legislation. 
It  is  well  known  that  not  a  dollar  can  be  received  or  paid 
but  by  authority  of  law;  and  that  while  the  officers  in  it 
conform  to  the  law,  the  balances,  whether  for  or  agfainst 
the  department,  depend  on  ourselves.  It  differs  but  very 
little  from  the  Treasury  Department,  where  the  balances 
for  or  against  the  Government  depend  on  our  laws  making 
appropriations  and  raising  revenue,  and  never  upon  the 
officers  in  the  department,  while  they  merely  fulfil  our 
legislation.  But  who  ever  heard  of  criminating  the  offi- 
cers in  the  last  named  department,  because  our  own 
appropriations  had  caused  the  expenditures  to  exceed  the 
revenue?  A  little  further  attention  to  the  history  of  the 
balances,  and  the  payments  into  the  treasury  from  the 
Post  Office  Department,  will  show  the  folly  of  this  mode 
of  reasoning  urged  against  us,  merely  from  the  balances, 
and  will  demonstrate  to  the  public,  that,  if  such  reasoning 
be  correct,  the  worthy  predecessor  of  the  present  incum- 
bent, whom  none  profess  to  impugn,  is  much  more  censur- 
able than  the  pre^nt  incumbent  himself 

Allow  me  to  read  a  few  passages  from  official  records 
on  this  point.  Under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Osgood,  the 
balance  in  favor  of  the  department,  was       -  $15,392 

Under  Mr.  Pickering,  -  -  -  84,594 

Habersham,         -  -  -  452,909 

Granger,  -  -  -       '   509,360 

Meigs,     -  -  -  -  499,008 

McLean,  -  -  -  152,000 

Thus  it  appears  that,  under  Mr.  McLean,  the  balances 
"sunk"  from  about  half  a  million  to  only  $152,000.  But 
doesany  one,  save  the  chairman,  and  he  only  by  the  analogy 
of  his  argument  as  to  Mr.  Barry,  contend  that  this  fiilling 
off  arose  from  profligacy  or  fraud  in  either  the  then  head 
of  the  department  or  his  subordinates?  Did  any  body 
deem  it  an  evidence  that  the  department  stood  on  the  brink 
of  bankruptcy  ?  Look  again  for  a  moment  to  the  pay- 
ments into  the  treasury'  from  the  post  oflRce. 
lender  Mr.  Osgood,     '  -  -  -         $000,000 

Pickering,  -  -  -  47,499 

Ilubcrsliam,         -  -  -  368,310 

Gr.ingcr,  -  -  -  291,579 

Meigs,     -  -  -  :  387,209 

McLean,  .  -  -  13,466 

Thds,  under  Mr.  McLean,  the  payments  diminished 
from  over  sa  th;rd  of  a  million  to  only  $13,466.  Did  he 
squander  the  difference  on  parasites  and  pulltieal  partisans? 
Yet  the  gentleman's  course  of  reasoning  as  to  Mr.  Barry 
on  this  subject  much  more  deeply  brands  and  defames  his 
predecessor  in  these  respects.  No,  sir;  the  explanation 
lies  in  the  compa.ss  of  a  nut  shell,  and  it  is  wrong  and  un- 
generous to  mislead  the  public,  who  may  not  critically 
examine  our  history  on  this  point,  into  any  injurious  im- 
prcKions  against  either  of  those  faithful  officers  from  these 
or  other  balances  to  whicli  1  will  soon  advert.  In  the 
earlier  operations  of  the  post  office,  it  was,  among  otlicr 
OSes,  deemed  a  proper  engine  to  increase  the  revenues  of 
the  country.  M'ith  a  heavy  debt,  small  j>opulation,  and 
large  annual  expenditures,  it  was  not  our  policy  as  a  (iov- 
cmment  to  establis!i  any  mall  route  which  was  not  likely 
to  yield  a  nett  inc  mc;  and  whenever  it  was  ascertained 
that  any  route  run  the  department  in  debt,  it  was  custo- 
mary to  discontiime  it  by  an  act  of  Congress.  In  this  way 
the  balances  were  easily  incri^ased,  til!  they  amounted  in 
»U  to  11,693,958.  Of  this  amount  there  was  paid  into  the 
treasurj-,  and  devoted  to  the  general  expenditures  of  the 
Government,  $1,103,063. 

But  since  the  hst  war,  and  the  extended  improvements 
>nd  Intercourse  in  every  quarter  of  i!ic  couutr)*',  which 
commenced  a  few  years  after  the  war,  the  call  increased 
for  new  mail  routes,  and  for  greater  expedition,  and  more 
frequent  trips  on  old  routes,  and  for  more  safe  C'^m-eyan- 
cc^  by  covered  carriages.     To  answer  this  call  absorbed 


much  of  the  increasing  revenue,  which  otherwise  would 
have  swelled  the  balances  and  payments  into  the  treasury 
under  Mr.  Meigs,  and  especially  under  Mr.  McLean.  Yet, 
still,  late  as  A.  D.  1827,  the  annual  income  exceeded  the 
annual  expenditure;  and,  but  for  a  more  decisive  change 
of  policy  and  legislation,  which  occurred  the  next  year, 
Mr.  McLean's  balances  and  payments  into  the  treasury 
would  probabh  have  equalled,  though  in  office  a  shorter 
time,  those  of  his  immediate  predecessors.  In  his  annual 
report  of  November,  A.  D.  1827,  he  invites  the  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  subject  of  the  surplus  balances,  and 
suggests  the  expediency  of  applying  them  all  in  aid  of  the 
gi-eat  objects  of  the  post  office  establishment,  rather  than 
paying  them  as  mere  revenue  for  general  purposes  into 
the  public  treasury.  Among  other  objects,  he  reminds 
them  the  surplus  might  be  expended  in  making  or  repair- 
ing post  roads. 

What  did  Congi'ess  do  on  this  new  suggestion?  They 
at  once  seemed  to  adopt  the  theory,  that  the  department 
should  no  longer  be  treated  as  a  source  of  general  revenue 
for  general  objects;  but,  rejecting  the  proposal  to  repair 
roads,  they  appear  to  have  thought  that  all  its  funds  should 
be  expended  in  extending  the  advantages  of  the  mail  to 
all  parts  of  the  country,  as  widely,  safely,  and  efficiently 
as  practicable.  Instead,  therefore,  of  appropriating  them 
to  make  or  mend  highways,  and  instead  of  leaving  them  to 
be  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  they  passed  a  new  law, 
(May,  1828,)  creating  over  two  hundred  new  routes,  and 
discontinuing  only  four  old  ones;  and  they  did*  this,  al- 
though only  in  March,  1827,  they  had  created  two  hun- 
dred other  new  routes  without  discontinuing  one.  To  show 
the  difference  between  this  and  the  former  policy,  since  Mr. 
McLean  entered  into  the  office,'no  new  rotites  had  been 
established  for  two  years,  instead  of  one  year,  before  those 
in  A.  D.  1827;  and  when  the  former  ones  were  established, 
(March,  1825,)  some  old  ones  were  discontinued,  and  a 
general  clause  enacted  to  authorize  the  discontinuance  of 
more  if  unprofitable.  Two  years,  and  not  one  before  that 
time,  (viz.  in  March,  1823,)  ten  old  ones  were  discontinu- 
ed, and  only  about  sixty,  instead  of  two  hundred,  new  ones 
established. 

Revert  now  a  moment  to  the  first  effect  of  this  change 
of  policy  after  the  suggestion  of  November,  A.  D.  1827. 
Congress,  in  the  ensuing  session,  having  proceeded  at  once 
to  pass  the  act  of  May,  1828,  although  only  the  former 
year  they  had  passed  a  very  expensive  act,  and  having  thus 
indicated  their  intention  to  have  the  facilities  and  advanta- 
ges of  the  department  extended  so  as  to  engross  all  its  in- 
come, the  Postmaster  General  followed  up  the  spirit  as 
well  as  letter  of  this  change  in  policy,  and  not  only  put 
into  operation,  between  July,  1827,  and  July,  1828,  the 
new  and  expensive  routes  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  March, 
1827,  but  expedited  and  improved  the  transportation  on 
the  old  routes  many  hundred  miles;  and,  coupling  both  to- 
gether, caused  an  increased  expenditure  for  that  year  of 
between  two  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

What  was  the  consequence  to  the  annual  balances,  about 
which  we  have  heard  so  much?  Mr.  McLean  forthwitii 
fell  in  arrear,  July,  A.  D.  1828,  $25,015.  But  was  this 
anv-cvidence  of  unfaithfulness^  He  continued  in  office 
till  the  en%inng  March — made  the  expensive  contracts  un- 
der the  new  act  of  May,  1828 — put  the  routes  into  opera- 
tion January,  1829 --continued  to  improve  the  old  routes 
— paid  one  quarter  of  the  burden  of  the  new  ones,  being 
about  $25,000,  and  icfttiie  year  to  be  closed  in  July,  1829, 
without  any  material  changes  as  to  expenditures  being 
made  by  his  successor,  fi*om  April  to  July.  The  whole  of 
this  year  Was  then  virtually  Mr.  McLean's;  and  how  did  its 
balances  stand?  The  department  fell  in  arrears  almost 
three  times  as  much  as  in  the  preceding  year,  having  a  ba- 
lance against  it  of  $74,714.  Was  this,  however,  waste 
and  corniption  in  Mr.  McLean?  Yet,  forsooth,  if  the  next 
and  only  vear  of  Mr.  Barrv  ha-j  a  balance  acfainst  the  de- 
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partxnent,  it  is  urged  as  evidence  of  incapacity,  extrava- 
gance, and  bankruptcv.  But  let  us  probe  to  the  quick  the 
next  year,  which  wholly  beloueed  to  Mr.  Barrv.  The  ba- 
lance against  the  department  is  less  than  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars above  Mr.  McLean's  last  year,  being  merely  eighty-two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars.  There 
was  only  this  small  excess,  although  there  had  been  flung 
upon  it  the  great  extra  expenditure  of  tliree  qiuirters  in- 
stead of  one  quarter  of  the  new  routes  under  the  act  of 
May,  1828,  equal  to  about  $75,000,  and  flung  upon  it  be- 
sides, in  the  desire  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  advance 
the  public  accommodations,  the  expediting  and  improving 
of  old  mail  routes,  to  an  expense  exceeding  $100,000,  and 
to  an  extent  exceeding  eight  hundred  thousand  miles  be- 
yond any  former  year.  There  is  no  ^listake,  as  the  chair- 
man supposed,  in  computing  the  cost  of  these  improve- 
ments, because  part  of  the  stage  routes  had  before  been 
horse  routes,  and  therefore  should  not  be  estimated  at  full 
thirteen  cents  per  mile.  No,  sir;  the  horse  routes  are  still 
left  extensive  as  before,  and  sixty -seven  tliousand  one  hun- 
dred and  four  miles  added;  and  the  new  and  entire  addi- 
tion of  stage  conveyance  is  seven  liundred  and  forty -five 
thousand  seven  hundred  ^nd  sixty-seven  miles. 

But  how  would  the  two  years  have  compared  without 
the  burden  of  the  act  of  1828?  Mr.  McLean's  deficit 
would  have  been  about  fifly  thousand  dollars,  and  Mr, 
Barry's  only  about  seven  thousand  dollars.  How  would 
they  have  compared,  if  you  proceed  and  deduct  also  the 
amount  voluntarily  expended  in  each  year  for  expediting 
and  improving  old  routes?  By  the  annual  report  of  No- 
vember, 1829,  it  seems  you  must,  on  that  account,  take 
$67,383  from  Mr.  McLean's  expenses,  which  would  leave 
a  balance  in  his  favor  for  that  year  of  about  seventeen 
thousand  dollars;  while  pur<iuing  the  same  course,  and 
deducting  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  thus  expend- 
ed the  last  year,  it  would  leave  a  balance  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Barry  of  ninety-three  thousand  doUara.  Yet  gentlemen 
talk  of  balances,  as  confirmation  strong  of  waste,  corrup- 
tion, and  incompetency  in  the  present  administration  of 
that  department. 

Turn  to  another  test  of  its  administration.  The  chair- 
man has  to  admit  that  the  revenue  has  increased;  but  he 
says  he  feels  no  surprise  at  this,  and  that  the  credit  of  it 
is  due  to  the  increase  of  correspondence.  But  has  he  for- 
gotten the  other  part  of  his  argument,  that  the  officers  of 
this  department  are  corrupt^  negligent,  and  wasteful?  If 
so,  how  does  it  happen  they  collect  the  revenue  so  amply, 
and  account  for  it  to  a  much  larger  amount  than  before? 
An  amount,  sir,  during  the  past  year,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  larger  than  the  liighest  revenue 
under  any  former  administration.  In  this  city,  likewise, 
an  improvement  in  revenue  was  still  continuing,  notwitli- 
standing  the  inauguration,  and  other  circumstances  named 
by  the  chairman,  are  gone  by;  and  the  former  had,  in  fact, 
gone  by  before  the  change.  It  still  exceeded,  in  the  last 
three  quarters,  by  the  return  in  his  hand,  more  than  dou- 
ble the  revenue  before  1829.  To  show  what  fidelity  ex- 
ists in  the  expenditure  of  tlie  increased  revenue  here, 
and  in  the  department  at  large,  let  it  be  remembered  that 
we  do  not  present  to  the  Senate  only  the  old  items  of  ex- 
pense, and  the  rest  squandered  or  unaccounted  for,  but 
we  present  from  documents,  besides  all  the  old  payments, 
the  sum  of  seventy -five  thousand  dollars  advanced  on  new 
routes,  and  one  hundred  tliousand  dollars  more  advanced 
on  improvements  in  old  routes. 

So  much  for  the  past  If  we  look  forward  to  the  close 
of  the  present  year,  what  arc  the  inferences  justly  to  be 
drawn  trom  what  we  already  know  from  the  printed  docu- 
ments before  me?  A  large  class  of  contracts  has  been  re- 
newed, and  at  an  annual  saving,  on  the  face  of  them,  of 
twenty -five  thousand  dollars.  In  addition  to.  that,  im- 
provements have  been  conti*acted  for,  and  put  into  opera- 
tion, costing  forty-five  thousand  dollais  more,  and  are  in- 


cluded in  the  same  contracts,  without  diminishing^  the 
nominal  gain  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  doUara.  The  de- 
partment will  also  be  relieved  from  all  the  expense  connect- 
ed  with  the  commencement  of  the  new  routes  under  the  act 
of  1828;  and  thus  we  have  decisive  data  from  wliich  to  infer, 
that  it  is  neither  verging  to  bankruptcy,  nor  needing*  the 
aid  of  Congress  to  rescue  it  from  ruin.  So  far  from  that, 
it  never,  as  a  department,  acconiplished  so  much.  It  never 
had  the  annual  ability  to  accomplish  so  much;  and,  unless 
we  ourselves  break  it  down  by  the  imposition  of  new  and 
aggravated  burdens,  its  prosperity  and  its  btfUnccs  bid 
fair  to  be  every  tiling  its  warmest  friends  may  desire. 
These  are  not  only  my  own  deliberate  opinions,  from  a 
careful  examination  of  ofiicial  records,  but  they  are  forti- 
fied by  the  views  given  us  in  the  last  annual  report  from 
that  department,  and  by  the  matured  opinions  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  other  House  the  last  session,  afler  a  full  and 
able  investigation. 

A  word  or  two  as  to  the  slate  of  the  department,  even 
if  a  further  annual  balance  againbt  it  sliould  accrue  tlie 
present  year.  Has  it,  as  is  intimated,  no  means  of  pay- 
ment without  invoking  us?  Has  it  wasted  all  the  surplus  led 
under  its  administration  for  forty  years?  The  Senate  h  ill 
recollect,  that  the  sui*plus  of  balances  exceeded  the  pay- 
ments into  the  treasury  during  tliat  period,  something  like 
five  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars.  The  bad 
debts  and  losses,  during  the  forty  years,  reduced  that 
amount  to  what  Mr.  McLean,  in  July,  1828,  coraudercd 
available  funds,  tliat  is,  to  three  hun<h-ed  and  thirty-two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  five  dollars.  This  last  sum  has 
been  further  reduced  by  the  old  causes,  by  corrections  of 
eirors,  and  by  the  new  annual  balances  against  the  de- 

f)artment,  to  about  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dol- 
ai*8.  But  there  still  remsuns  one  hundred  and  forty  tliou- 
sand dollars  under  tlie  control  of  the  department,  to  meet 
any  future  annual  deficiency;  and  so  far  from  being  insol- 
vent, or  from  imploring  us  for  relief,  it  is  manifestly  in  a 
safe  condition,  and  implores  only  our  forbearance  to  tiirow 
upon  it  too  great  additional  burdens.  The  whole  basis, 
then,  of  the  chairman's  argument  vanishes.  There  is  no 
foundation  for  his  inference  that  the  insolvency  of  the  de- 
partment has  been  caused  by  the  removal  of  faithful  offi- 
cers.    The  insolvency  exists  only  in  his  imagination. 

But,  for  mere  argument's  sake,  suppose  the  operations 
of  the  department  were  embarrassed,  and  its  means  defi- 
cient, is  there  a  particle  of  proof  that  this  has  been  caused 
by  misconduct  in  its  present  oflicers?  Did  not  the  change 
of  policy,  which  led  to  its  present  condition,  commence 
under  Mr.  McLean?  and  were  not  its  consequences  de- 
veloped during  the  whole  two  last  years  of  his  administra- 
tion? and  did  not  the  change  happen  by  our  legislation, 
and  in  the  fulfilment  of  our  own  policy?  And  is  Mr.  Barr^'^ 
to  be  censured  for  it  any  more  than  his  predecessor?  We, 
ourselves,  wisely  resolved  tliat  the  current  revenue,  and 
the  surplus  funds,  should  all  be  expended  in  new  routes 
and  improvements.  We,  ourselves,  created,  within  four- 
teen montlis,  the  unprecedented  number  of  over  four  hun- 
dred new  routes,  costing  over  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars; and,  in  furtlierance  of  the  same  new  policy,  tlie  pub- 
lic called  for  the  improvement  of  old  routes,  to  the  extent 
of  some  millions  of  miles.  We  have  been  promptly  se- 
conded in  our  policy  by  both  the  past  and  present  Post- 
masters General,  so  that  the  number  of  post  offices  since 
1825  are  nearly  doubled,  and  the  distance  of  transporta- 
tion is  increased  over  three  millions  of  miles.  The  Senate 
are  hardly  able  to  comprehend  the  extent  of  the  improve- 
ments in  tiiat  department,  without  some  analysis  and  iUus- 
tJ*ation.  In  twenty  years,  from  a  revenue  of  about  half  a 
million,  it  has  swollen  to  almost  two  millions;  from  only 
about  two  thousand  post  offices,  they  have  multiplied  to 
over  eight  thousand;  and  from  an  annual  transportation  of 
the  mail  of  about  five  millions  of  miles,  it  has  reached  four- 
teen and  a  half  millions.   This  now  averages  a  daily  tran»- 
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portation,  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  equal  to  nearly  twice 
the  circamference  of  the  earth.  Yet  a  department,  so 
prosperously  administered,  and  so  larg^ely  contributing  to 
those  beneficial  results  within  the  last  year,  as  well  as  in  the 
tvo  preceding  years,  it  is  now  the  policy  of  tlie  opposition 
to  misrepresent,  vilify,  and  attempt  to  put  down,  by  the 
"  stxrling","  or  rather  the  parrot  and  cuckoo  cry  of  proscrip- 
tion! proscription !  Thus  successful  and  efficient,  it  is  to  be 
denounced  as  unfaithfully  administered;  and  this  groundless 
accusation  is  wantonly  to  be  imputed  to  the  appointment 
"of  brawling  sycophants,  with  no  other  merit  than  a  sup- 
port of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate."  Fearing,  doubt- 
less, that  he  might  be  driven  fi*om  this  position,  by  the 
▼ant  of  evidence  to  support  the  assumption  on  which  his 
strongest  inferences  rested,  the  chairman  next  resorted 
to  a  series  of  strictures  on  particfular  acts  of  the  Postmaster 
General — ^to  strictures  on  a  majority  of  the  special  com- 
mittee—to strictures  on  the  Senate — and,  finally,  capping 
the  climax  of  reproach,  to  strictures  on  the  people  of  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire,  who  have  approved  of  renM>vals. 

The  task  of  following  the  gentleman  in  this  species  of 
debate,  is  by  no  means  agreeable,  either  in*  reference  to 
the  topics  themselves,  to  my  own  taste  and  habits  in  public 
speaking,  or  to  the  personal  collision  it  may  seem  to  pro- 
duce between  us. 

But,  with  my  present  strong  convictions  of  the  injustice 
which  has  been  done  to  the  head  of  this  department,  and 
to  a  portion  of  my  constituents,  by  these  strictures,  it  would 
be  dishonorable  not  to  repel  them.  Hence  I  do  not  choose 
to  leave  them  unnoticed,  as  otherwise  they  might  be,  pro- 
vided they  were  all  true;  because  they  possess  no  bearing 
on  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  passing  the  resolution 
under  consideradon.  Let  us  look  at  these,  then,  in  their 
order,  apart  from  their  utter  irrelevancy  to  the  question. 
Not  a  particle  of  evidence  has  been  cited  to  jusUfy  the 
strictures  on  Mr.  Barry,  but  the  single  affidavit  befiire 
mentioned,  about  the  Fowler  case.  That  affidavit  has 
been  fully  scrutinized  and  explained  by  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  (  and,  I  wiU  only  add,  it  shows  Mr.  B.  honorably 
discharged  in  one  trial  about  his  indebtedness,  and  so 
strong  a  conviction  in  the  past  administration  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  dischaige,  as  to  have  prevented  them  from 
wiy  new  attempts  to  render  him  liable.  Next,  we  have 
»gainst  Mr.  Barry  the  famous  letter  intoduced  and  read 
with  so  much  formality,  though  it  is  no  part  of  the  evidence 
before  the  committee,  but  has  been  entirely  ruled  out.  If 
the  examination  of  the  author  of  it,  on  other  points  in  the 
letter,  turns  out  like  his  examination  about  Fowler's  case, 
nobody  but  the  writer  will  have  much  to  fear  from  its  con- 
tents. Mere  letters,  it  is  true,  have  their  value;  but, 
coming  fiwn  an  avowed  opponent,  and  after  a  proposition 
for  a  confidential  compromise,  are  not,  it  is  presumed,  in 
this  experienced  body,  to  be  deemed  evidence  agfainst  even 
the  humblest  citizen  in  the  smallest  accusation.  But  what 
are  the  other  charges  contained  in  the  letter,  as  it  has  been 


was  drawn  and  accepted  under  his  predecessor,  and  was 
not  paid,  when  it  fell  due,  by  Mr.  Barry,  until  taken  in 
dischar^^e  of  new  services.  That  mismanagement  existed 
in  making  a  contract  to  carry  the  mail  to  New  Orleans: 
when  the  same  document  clearly  explsuns  the  gproundless 
character  of  this  imputation;  and  when  experience  under 
that  contract  has  shown  a  regularity  and  improvement  on 
that  (p'eat  commercial  route,  which  is  invaliutble  to  the 
community,  and  which  will  soon  augment  the  revenue  in 
that  quarter  more  than  enough  to  meet  all  the  increased 
expense.  Next,  a  new  arrangement  of  duties  to  1  he  clerks, 
and  unnecessary  expenses  in  extra  clerk  hire:  when,  on 
the  veiy  next  pag«  of  this  printe<l  document,  all  can  read 
and  see  that  the  new  division  of  duties  introduced  pro- 
mises, like  that  of  labor  in  manufactures,  to  make  the  dis- 
charge of  them  more  perfect,  and  to  cause  a  greater 
amount  to  be  performed  by  the  whole. 

In  relation  to  the  expenses  of  clerk  hire,  which  has 
figured  on  other  occasions,  as  well  as  in  this  letter,  I  will 
give  the  Senate  fidler  and  satisfactory  explanation  in  a  few 
moments.  But,  from  these  examinations  and  answers  of 
the  accusations  in  this  celebrated  letter,  is  not  the  ques- 
tionable character  of  the  whole  manifest?  And  is  it  not 
demonstrable  that  the  letter  itself  has  been  in  other  hands 
before  this  winter,  and  all  its  contents  then  deemed  wor- 
thy of  notice  made  the  foundation  of  calls  on  the  depart- 
ment? And  have  not  those  calls  all  been  promptly  met  a 
year  ag^^  Any  gentleman  who  has  the  curiosity  to  com- 
pare the  whole  together,  will  find  the  document  in  No.  136, 
the  21st  Congress,  1st  session. 

But  one  step  further.  Not  satisfied  witli  causing  the 
whole  letter  to  be  read  in  the  Senate,  after  the  answers 
returned  last  winter  on  every  point  then  deemed  material, 
the  chairman  himself  enters  the  field  of  denunciation 
against  the  Postmaster  General.  On  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  he  accuses  him,  not,  to  be  sure,  of  the  high 
misdemeanor  of  wasting  the  public  funds,  or  making 
g^undless  and  corrupt  removals,  but  of  an  unpardonable 
incivility,  or  of  a  heinous  neglect  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  communications  forthwith.  Next,  he  is  con- 
demned for  delaying,  without  cause,  a  reply  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  a  reply  to  the  first 
nine  interrog-atofies  of  the  chairman.  In  no  very  measured 
language,  he  is  arraigned,  also,  as  fearing  an  investigation, 
as  thwarting  legitimate  inquiry;  and  is  told  that  he  "dare" 
not  do  this,  and  he  <*  dare"  not  do  that,  from  a  dread  of 
consequences.  It  is  added  that  the  complaints  made  by 
the  chairman  on  last  Saturday  forced  or  compelled  the 
Postmaster  General  to  send  in  his  answer  to  the  first  call. 
This  is  modestly  said,  although  one  would  cliaritably  think 
the  probability  is,  the  answer,  amounting  to  five  or  six 
thousand  I'agcs,  had  been  preparing  for  more  than  six 
months,  and,  having  for  a  week  or  two  been  understood 
to  be  nearly  completed,  was  sent  in  whenever  finished, 
and  because  it  was  finished.     Possibly,  too,  when  in  a  few 


read  and  relied  on?  That  Mr.  Barry  was  probably  incom-|  days  the  answer  comes  to  the  nine  interrogatories,  which 
petent  to  write  a  mere  oflUcial  circular,  and  hence  resorte<l  has  also  been  preparing  about  two  months,  and  after  the 
to  a  clerk.  This,  too,  is  advanced  against  a  gentleman  of  call  was  <<  immediately  commenced,"  as  the  letter  to  the 
acknowledged  natural  talents,  of  finished  education,  and'  chainnan  shows,  we  shall  again  be  told  that  that  answer 
of  distinguished  professional  attainments.  The  very  state-'  likewise  has  been  forced  in,  by  the  fiilminations  cast  again 
ntent  alone  stamps  upon  the  charge  reprobation  and  ex-'  upon  the  Postmaster  General  to-day,  for  his  delays  and 
trcme  folly.  What  next?  That  the  printing  of  advertise-'  evasions.  Pardon  me,  sir,  if  I  remind  the  member  from 
mentsin  this  city,  from  his  department,  had  been  need-'  Delaware  that  these  extraordinary  attacks  are  made  upon 
lessly  expensivei  when  I  now  hold  in  my  h^nd  an  official  an  honorable  man,  duri 
«B,  and  an  official  answer  to  it,  on  this  very  point,  at  the 
«t  session,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  printing  for  A.  U. 
1829,  of  the  above  chaiacter,  was  from  three  to  four  thou- 
ttnd  dollars  less  expensive  than  it  had  been  in  either  of 
the  two  preceding  years.  Bxtravagance  in  repairs  and 
furniture:  when,  in  the  same  document,  all  can  read  a  full 
Md  satisfactory  explanation  on  that  point.  That  he  has 
1»id  money  in  advance  to  a  political  partisan:  when,  from 


during  his  absence,  and  in  a  place 
where  be  cannot  be  present  to  meet  them  in  person,  and 
vindicate  his  conduct.  Pardon  me,  sir,  if  I  remind  him 
tiiat  this  high  officer  of  the  Government  is  no  less  pure  in 
character,  or  elevated  in  feeling,  than  the  loftiest  of  his 
accusers;  that,  so  far  from  timidly  shunning  inquiry  in 
proper  cases — so  far  from  being  dragooned  by  threats, 
to  acts  of  shufRing  and  intimidation,  he  invites  all  due  in- 
vestigation; he  discharges  his  trusts  from  principle,  and 


the  laoie  document,  it  appears  that  the  draft  for  the  money  not  frar;  and  will  be  found,  at  all  times,  and  by  all  per- 
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sons,  to  "dare  do  all  that  doth  become  a  man."  Does 
the  gentleman,  after  reflection,  seriously  believe  that  the 
Postmaster  General,  if  present,  would  not  have  been  quite 
as  much  amused  as  offended  with  the  supposed  effect  of 
certain  menaces  in  expediting  his  movements?  Would  the 
Postmaster  General  not  have  smiled  at  that  bold  assump- 
tion, as  a  little  too  much  in  "the  Hercules  vein?"  And 
might  he  not  possibly  have  been  tempted  to  repeat,  in 
reply,  the  anecdote  of  the  mechanic,  who  was  employed 
to  manufacture  thunder  for  a  storm,  in  a  play,  to  be  per- 
formed on  a  certain  stage  ?  The  storm  being  over,  and 
the  thunder  having  been  good  enough  of  its  kind,  it  hap- 
pened, in  tM  the  subsequent  parts  of  the  play,  when  any 
ftne  sentiment  or  fine  acting  prod«ced  applause,  the  ma^ 
nufacturer  of  thunder  could  not  avoid  exclaiming  to  those 
near  him,  **  See  the  effect  of  my  thunder!" 

But  how  stands  the  naked  facts  about  the  seasonable* 
ness  of  the  answers,  and  about  the  accusation  concerning 
unnecessary  expenses  for  clerk  hire?  Not  only  has  the 
current  business  of  the  office  been  performed  during  the 
last  nine  months,  but  the  answer  has  been  made  to  the 
call  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  filling,  I  believe,  more 
than  a  ream  of  paper;  and  the  answer  far  advanced  to  the 
call  of  this  committee.  The  last,  a  call  not  ti^ifling  in  its 
nature,  and  requiring  little  of  either  labor  or  examina- 
tion, as  intimated  by  the  chairman,  but  one  resolution 
alone  of  the  nine,  requiring  every  item  of  incidental  ex- 
pense to  be  stated  for  each  year,  in  the  department,  since 
1826.  Another*  requiring  every  allowance  on  contract 
to  be  detailed,  during  thb  administration,  when  the  al- 
lowances probably  amount  to  many  hundreds.  But  thus 
much  has  been  accomplished,  sir,  under  circumstances 
when  the  current  business  of  the  department  is  constant- 
ly and  largely  increasing;  and  when  in  our  official  docu- 
ments we  are  informed  it  has  augmented  full  one-third, 
within  only  four  years,  by  the  increase  of  routes,  trips, 
and  offices.  Did  not  Mr.  McLean  understand  this  sub- 
ject as  well  as  Mr.  Bradley,  as  the  chairman,  or  any  of  us? 
and  yet  he,  with  an  increase  of  clerks  irom  only  seven  in 
the  year  1800,  to  thirty-eight  in  1828,  was  obliged  to 
appeal  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  a  still 
furtlier  addition  of  clerks,  and  observed,  "the  business 
increases  as  rapidly  as  the  operations  of  the  mail  are  ex* 
tended,  and  tlie  public  interest  requires  that  the  force  of 
the  office  should  be  augmented."  Whereupon  Con- 
gress made  provision  for  five  additional  clerks  in  May, 
1828.  Yet,  in  1829,  not  one  year  afterwards,  what  said 
Mr.  McLean  again  as  to  the  pressure  of  business,  and  the 
necessity  of  still  employing  extra  clerks?  Not  what  the 
immaculate  letter  writter  brings  as  a  charge  against  Mr. 
BoiTy,  that  "  he  has  employed  extra  clerks  and  agents, 
when  the  business  of  the  office  was  as  well  and  promptly 
done  befoi*e,  and  when  it  did  not  require  others."  But 
Mr.  McLean  stated  frankly  and  ofiicially,  "that  during 
the  last  year,  (1828,)  he  had  expended  for  clerk  hire, 
beyond  the  amount  appropriated,  $3,653  11,  for  which  an 
appropriation  was  not  asked  at  the  last  session.  It  was 
deemed  better  to  defer  any  application  on  this  subject  un- 
til die  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  when  the  increasing 
bAisiness  of  the  office  will  require  a  more  permanent  pro- 
vision by  authorizing  an  additional  number  of  clerks.  The 
increase  of  business  is  such  in  this  department,  that  any 
number  of  clerks  sufficient  at  this  time,  will  not  be  able  to 
])crform  the  labor  six  months  hence." 

Who  could  have  expected,  after  all  this,  all  this  too 
printed  and  published  in  our  public  documents,  and  accessi- 
ble to  every  one,  that  the  letter  should  be  read  here,  im- 
pugning Mr.  B:irry  for  the  employment  of  extra  clerks  in 
1829?  And  that  in  1831,  af\cr  three  times  "six  months" 
had  elapsed,  and  a  number  of  laborious  calls  had  been 
made  for  information,  Mr.  Barry  should  be  here  severely 
arraigned  and  censured  for  not  having  been  able  to  give 
to  tliose  calls  an  immediate  answer? 


But  in  tlie  chairman's  sweeping  invective,  his  own  com- 
mittee, or  at  least  three  members  of  it,  came  in  for  a  share 
of  accusation.  He  says,  it  is  true  that  he  will  not  impute 
to  them  corrupt  motives;  yet  he  will  state  facta,  showing 
"  the  suppression  of  inquiry,"  and  other  grievous  misdo- 
ings, and  leave  tlie  Senate  to  decide  on  the  motives.  For 
one  of  the  three,  I  return  him  all  the  thanks  which  this 
kind  of  courtesy  merits;  and  must  add,  that  in  the  member 
from  Indiana,  though  oflen  acting  with  the  chairman  and 
opposed  to  myself  and  the  member  from  Tennessee,  in 
some  material  points,  I  have  witnessed  notliing  but  perfect 
fairness  of  mind,  and  in  no  instance  any  uncTiaritableneaB 
towards  his  brethren. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine  likewise,  though  differing 
toto  cash  from  us  in  opinion,  has  expressed  no  illiberaKty; 
and  the  remarks  of  even  the  chairman  himself,  I  am  wil- 
ling to  attribute  chiefly  to  great  seal  and  ardor  in  his  own 
views,  and  to  less  experience  in  having  those  views  criti- 
cised or  overruled,  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  his  col- 
league on  the  committee  near  hira,  [Mr.  Houvsa,]  in  a 
longer  course  of  public  life. 

But  to  return  to  tlie  accusations.  It  is  said  part  of  Uic 
committee  has  attempted  to  break  down  and  discredit  Mr. 
Bradley  from  fear  of  his  potent  letter;  as  if  that  letter  was 
so  new  and  astounding;  as  if  it  had  now  fallen  upon  us  like 
an  avalanche,  and  had  not  been  fully  answered  a  year  ago 
by  an  official  call;  and  as  if  any  body  had  done  so  much  to 
break  Mr.  Bradley  down  as  he  himself  had.  It  is  he,  who 
has  voluntarily  made  his  letter  public  property.  In  rela- 
tion, however,  to  Mr.  Bradley's  character,  I  shall  forbear 
to  make  a  single  stricture — and  have  adverted  only  to  ad- 
mitted facts,  until  his  testimony,  af\er  the  close  of  our  in- 
vestigations as  a  committee,  may  come  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Senate.  In  the  next  place  we  are  charged 
with  evading  inquiries,  by  addressing  them,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  the  head  of  the  department  rather  than  to  some 
of  his  subordinates;  as  if  this  course  was  not  most  deco- 
rous, and  was  not  likely  to  ensure  at  the  same  time  the  most 
prompt  and  full  reply.  The  censure  would  rather  have 
been  due,  bad  we  pursued  a  different  course.  When  the 
replies  come,  should  they  not  be  satisfactory,  the  chairman 
has  been  repeatedly  assured  that  any  further  application 
to  other  quarters  for  proper  information  would  never  be 
refused. 

Again:  we  did  not,  upon  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Gholson's 
letter  concerning  partiality  in  a  mail  contract  in  Virginia, 
send  at  once  thither  for  persons  and  papers.  7'his  is  call- 
ed** refusing  inquiry."  Now  mark  the  real  transactioD. 
Being  informed  the  same  subject  matter  had  been  under  in- 
vestigation in  the  department  on  an  old  complaint  from  the 
same  quarter,  we  merely  directed,  that,  before  sending  to 
Virginia,  the  correspondence  and  evidence  on  file  should 
be  asked  for  by  a  sub-committee,  of  which  the  chairman 
was  a  member. 

Was  not  this  judicious,  in  order  to  shape  our  inquiries 
properly  in  Virginia,  and  to  ascertain  whether  foundation 
enough  probably  existed  in  favor  of  the  charge,  to  render 
the  expense  and  trouble  of  sending  to  Virginia  justifiable^ 
The  chairman  having  neglected  to  obtain  that  correspond- 
ence and  evidence,  and  the  inquiry  having  thus  and  thus 
alone  been  delayed,  I  have  obtained  them  for  my  own*  sa- 
tisfaction as  a  member  of  the  committee;  and  if  any  gen- 
tleman wishes  to  peruse  the  papers,  he  can  see  how  pro- 
per it  was  they  should  be  examined  before  incurring  the 
costs  and  inconvenience  of  a  mission  to  a  distance. 

Again:  it  is  cast  on  us  as  a  reproach,  that  we  refused  to 
allow  witnesses  to  be  examined  wlien  before  us.  Yes,  be- 
cause we  objected  to  administer  an  oath  just  so  long  as 
was  necessary  to  inquire  whether  the  examination  related 
to  points  within  the  subject  matters  referred  to  us,  and 
not  a  moment  longer,  this  general  and  grave  accusation  is 
rung.in  our  ears.  Once  for  all,  behold  an  illustration  of 
the  temper  in  which  the  investigation  is  conducted.  Are 
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we  to  be  told  as  lawyers,  or  as  law  agents,  that  any  court 
or  committee  of  limited  powers  should  make  investinttons 
or  take  testimony  on  subjects  not  within  their  jurisdiction } 
Yet  a  preliminary  inquiry  on  that  poJnt,  as  well  as  our 
other  proper  precautions,  are  imputed  to  us  as  attempts 
to  stifle  the  truth,  and  exclude  light. 

It  is  confidentiy  believed  tliat  no  unjaundiced  eye  can 
discoTer  any  circumstance  in  them  beyond  due  couKesy  to 
the  head  of  a  high  department,  a  due  regard  to  economy 
in  the  exercise  of  our  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  a  commendable  dislike  to  encroach  upon  the 
limitations  which  the  Senate,  by  a  fair  construction,  seem  to 
have  imposed  on  the  inquiries  referred  to  our  examina- 
tion. 

But  enough  of  this.  A  similar  accusation  is  hurled  even 
aj^nst  the  Senate  for  referring  the  answer  to^  the  call  of 
the  member  from  Ohio  to  the  standing  committee,  rather 
than  to  the  special  committee,  on  the  post  office.  It  M'as 
done,  says  he,  to  create  delay  in  our  inquiries,  and  to 
smother  inrestigatlon;  when  the  chairman  should  know, 
for  it  was  assigned  as  a  reason  at  the  time,  that  the  refer- 
ence was  thus  made  to  enable  the  gentleman,  friendly  to 
the  chairman,  and  on  whose  resolution  the  call  was  ordered, 
first  to  examine  the  answer.  That  gentleman  was  on  tiic 
standing,  but  not  on  the  special  committee,  and  now,  as 
propriety  dictates,  has  the  papers  in  his  individual  care, 
viliiiig,  without  doubt,  that  any  member  may  refer  to 
thtm  in  elucidation  of  our  researches. 

But  I  hare  done  with  these  details,  tiresome,  I  fear,  to 
the  Senate,  and  exceedingly  unpleasant  to  me.  From  the 
specimens  given,  the  flimsy  character  of  the  whole  charge 
is  manifest.  Yet  a  duty  to  the  public  as  well  as  myself, 
a  duty  of  a  character  neither  to  be  sought  nor  shunned, 
his  been  discharged  in  the  discussion  of  them:  and  I  shall 
here  close— af\er  a  few  comments  on  the  charge  of  bribery 
flun^  by  the  chairman  on  such  part  of  the  people  of  Maine 
«k1  New  Hampshire  as  have  approved  the  i*emovals  made 
in  those  States  in  the  PostOffice  Department.  [Mr.  CLAY- 
TON here  rose,  and  observed,  he  did  not  mean  to  make 
»ny  cliarge  against  the  people  of  New  Hampshire;  and 
only  said  as  to  those  in  Bdaine,  that,  in  returning  their  veK 
nicl  for  the  administration,  the  verdict  was  entitled  to  no 
more  weight  than  that  of  a  jury,  who  had  been  bribed  or 
embraced.]  I  accept  the  gentleman's  explanation  to  a 
certain  extent.  But  though  my  immediate  constituents 
njay  now  be  considered  as  not  directly  implicated,  yet  an 
indirect  implication  is  still  left  upon  their  principles,  and 
f  roost  derogatory  stricture  made  upon  some  of  their 
brethren  of  a  sister  State,  which  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
noiicmj.  That  grentleman  knows  full  well  that  the  re- 
ceivers  of  a  bribe  are  as  guilty  as  the  givers,  and  that  this 
accusation,  however  soflened  down,  or  construed  into  a 
"Jiere  comparative  and  political  charge  in  the  warmth  of 
debate,  is  not  one  entirely  to  be  overlooked.  Since  the 
explanation,  1  have  no  right  to  doubt  the  charge  was  in- 
tended only  in  a  comparative  and  political  sense;  and  in 
^jiat  sense  alone,  with  no  unkind  spirit  would  I  rejoin, 
t'lat  though  the  accused  may  not  feel  under  the  highest 
obljgvitions  to  him  for  his  compliment  to  their  intelligence 
ind  virtue,  yet  I  should  do  thein  wrong  to  say,  I  believed 
^m  alike  indifferent  to  his  censure  or  his  praise.  On 
the  contrary,  there  is  a  class  of  politicians  in  this  country, 
vhose  praise  on  political  subjects  they  would  generally 
think  much  more  to  be  deprecated  than  their  severest 
censure. 


FaiOAT,  FsBBuaaT  11. 

DUTY  ON  ALUM  SALT. 

Mr.  BENTON,  pursuant  to  his  notice  of  yesterday, 
asked  for  leave  to  introduce  his  bill  for  the  gradual  aboli- 
tion of  the  duty  on  alum  salt.  He  asked  for  the  yeas  «nd 
«ttys  on  his  motion^ 

Vot.  Vn.^13 


Mr.  FOOT  intended  to  have  g^vrn  a  silent  vote  a^ntt 
the  introduction  of  the  bill;  but  the  gentleman's  inais6ng 
on  having  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  brought  to 
his  recollection  that  a  bill  of  similar  import  Was  before 
the  Senate.  Although  the  Chair  had  reversed  his  deci- 
sion on  the  subject,  he  still  considered  that  the  question 
of  order  was  involved  in  it,  and  that  it  should  be  decided 
by  the  Senate,  for  a  close  observance  of  their  nilea  was 
an  actual  saving  of  time.  He  would  ask  if  the  economy 
of  their  time  would  not  be  entirely  forgt)tten,  if  every 
Senator  might  introduce  bills  of  the  same  nature  of  others 
previously  brought  in,  by  a  mere  change  of  a  partial  de- 
scription, but  where  the  principle  was  nie  same?  If  this 
were  tolerated,  their  whole  time  might  be  consumed  by 
their  consideration,  although  th^  might  afterwards  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  DICRERSON  was  opposed  to  the  introduction  of 
the  bill,  because  he  considered  it  one  of  too  much  import- 
ance to  be  brought  in  at  this  period  of  tlie  session,  for 
there  could  not  be  sufficient  time  for  its  consideration. 
He  was  also  opposed  to  the  gsanting  of  leave,  inasmuch 
as  he  considered  it  a  bill  which  interfered  with  the  reve- 
nue, by  providing  for  the  charge  of  a  tax  of  so  much  for 
a  given  time;  and  to  the  Senate  did  not  belong  the  right 
of  originating  bills  which  went  to  levy  or  continue  an  im- 
post in  which  the  revenue  of  the  country  was  concerned. 
It  was  also  a  bill  which  only  related  to  a  particular  de- 
scription of  sak,  and  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Smith]  embraced  arUt  in  general. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  as  to  the  question  that  it  origi- 
nat'jd  a  measure  connected  with  the  revenue,  he  would 
simply  ask,  had  or  had  not  the  bill  already  before  the 
House  the  very  same  tendency }  The  question  of  order 
he  would  submit  to  the  Chair. 

The  Chair  could  not  change  the  decision  already  given, 
but  proccctled  to  tike  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  the 
granting  of  leave. 

A  division  was  then  had,  when  leave  to  introduce  the 
bill  was  refused — the  yeas  being  17,  the  nays  27. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  GarimT's 
resolution. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  concluded  the  remarks  he  com- 
menced yesterday  in  support  of  the  resolution.  [What  he 
said  on  both  days  is  embodied  unbroken  above.  After  he 
concluded — ] 

Mr.  SPRAGUE  followed.  He  declined  entering  into 
any  discussion  on  its  fiscal  concerns,  but  stated  his  objec- 
tions to  the  resolution,  as  tending  to  impeach  the  veracity 
of  individuals  who  had  been  d'ismissed  from  office  in  the 
capacity  of  witnesses  before  tlie  special  committee. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  explained,  and  said,  than  this  notliing 
was  further  from  his  intention,  and  he  had  no  objection  so 
to  modify  his  resolution,  as  to  do  away  with  any  erroneous 
impression  in  that  respect  which  might  be  formed. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  Said— I  gave  my  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution under  which  this  committee  was  appointed,  but 
most  certainly  not  with  the  intent  of  vesting  them  with 
the  power  which  their  chairman  contends  they  hare  a 
right  to  exercise.  What  is  tlmt  power?  One,  sir,  that 
the  Senate  has  solemnly  declared,  after  the  fullest  investi- 
gation, that  the  Senate  itself  had  no  right  to  exercise;  a 
debate  in  which  tlie  honorable  chairman  of  tliis  committee 
strove  with  his  usual  earnestness,  with  unusual  elocjuence 
and  ingenuity,  but  strove  in  vain,  to  establish  a  nght  in 
the  Senate  to  call  on  the  President  to  give  his  reasons  for 
such  removals  from  office  as  the  Senate  might  deem  im- 
proper. Sif,  the  honorable  chairman  needed  not  to  have 
assured  us  that  he  was  tenacious  of  his  purpose  when  he 
thou|;ht  that  purpose  right;  the  perseverance  with  which 
he  clings  to  the  doctrines  which  he  on  that  occasion  so 
ably  advocated^  is  a  proof  of  this.     Now,  sir,  how  does 
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the  interrogatoiy  proposed  to  be  put  by  the  committee, 
Mid  the  amiment  by  which  that  right  is  attempted  to  be 
sustained;  now  do  these  differ  from  the  inquiry  then  urged 
to  be  proper,  and  the  arguments  whicli  were  then  used, 
but  which  fiuled  to  convince  us?  The  Postmaster  General 
is  an  officer  appointed  in  virtue  of  a  law  which  prescribes 
his  duties  and  desigfnates  his  powers.  His  great  duty  is 
to  secure  the  transmission  of  the  mail,  and  the  security  of 
the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  that  source.  l*he  essen- 
tial power  given  to  him  for  the  performance  of  these  du- 
ties, is  the  appointment  of  his  deputies,  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence^  their  removal,  whenever  they  do  not,  in  bis 
opinion,  properly  perform  their  duties;  they  are  answer^ 
able  to  hiiD  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  to  the  President — 
as  the  President  may  remove  him  in  the  exercise  of  his 
legal  discretion,  so  may  he  remove  the  deputies  whom  he 
has,  on  his  own  responsibility,  appointed.  All  the  ar^i- 
roents  used  against  the  interference  of  tlie  Senate  with 
the  removals  by  the  President,  apply  with  the  same  force 
to  any  intermeddling  here.  I  will  not  fatigue  the  Senate 
by  repeating  those  arguments;  they  were  deemed  conchi- 
sive  then.  Circumstances  liave  not  changed;  nor  have 
tlie  members  of  the  Senate  changed.  Whether  any  ar- 
guments now  addressed  to  them  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  can  have  operated  any  cnange  in  their  opinion, 
I  should  be  very  much  inclined  to  doubt,  because  I  have 
heard  none  now  that  I  cannot  recollect  perfectly  to  have 
heard  on  a  former  occasion.  Sir,  they  are  old  acquaint- 
anceSy  and  though  they,  like  old  friends,  sometimes  put 
on  new  faces,  and  trick  tliemselves  out  in  the  new  dresses 
that  they  borrow  from  eloquence  and  talent,  yet  it  re- 
quires no  greM  stretch  of  n?emory  to  recollect  them.  I 
will  simply  ask  the  honorable  chairman  what  practical 
good  he  expects  will  result  from  the  inquiry  ?  Let  us 
suppose  it  proper,  and  pursue  its  course;  a  discarded 
officer  of  the. department  is  called  before  the  committee: 
"Sir,  you  were  adeput^r  of  the  Postmaster  General;  for 
what  cause  did  he  dismiss  you^"  *'  Sir,  it  is  impossible 
lor  me  to  tell;  I  was  a  most  meritorious  officer,  regular  in 
rendering  my  accovmts,  punctual  in  my  payments,  diligent 
in  the  duties  of  my  office."  •*  Call  in  the  Postmaster 
General:  Why  did  you  dismiss  this  man?"  *'  Because  he 
was  totally  unfit  for  his  office;  he  never  attended  to  its 
duties;  his  muls  were  rarely  made  up  in  time;  and  the 
mail-carriers  were  detained  for  hours  at  iiis  office."  <<  Can 
you  bring  proof  of  these  charges?"  "  Easily;  you  have 
only  to  send  for  the  mail-carrier  between  Memphis  and 
New  Orleans,  and  for  eight  or  ten  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  where  he  lives;  the  distance  is  not  much  above 
two  thousand  miles»  and  you  may  have  them  here  certainly 
in  a  year."  The  report  must  be  made  in  three  weeks. 
Here  is  one  case,  and  a  probable  one:  How  many  such  in 
the  five  hundred  cases  of  removal?  Take  another:  "Why, 
Mr.  Postmaster  General,  did  you  dismiss  A.  B.  ?"  "  Be- 
cause, sir,  I  had  no  confidence  in  him;  a  discretionary 
power  was  given  to  me,  which  I  have  exercised  in  all 
cases  accoraing  to  the  best  of  my  judgment."  Then  I 
think  that  inquiry  must  end.  But  suppose,  in  another 
case,  the  suspicions  which  have  been  expressed,  or  rather 
the  positive  charge,  that  has  been,  repeated  till  the  echoes 
are  tired  with  it,  that  the  removal  should  have  been  of  a 
person  hostile  to  the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate, and  that  another,  of  opposite  politics,  should  have 
replaced  him;  suppose  this  to  have  happened  in  three 
hundred  out  of  the  five  hundred  removals,  what  is  to  be 
the  result?  Why,  the  honorable  oiiairmanhas  long  since 
anticipated  it.  Such  conduct  is  corruption,  and  corrup- 
tion is  an  impeachable  offence.  To  this  residt,  then,  we 
come  at  last.  A  committee  of  the  Senate,  members  of 
the  high  court  for  the  triul  of  impeachments,  are  to  be 
employed  in  finding  materials  for  the  accusation  of  an 
officer  whom  they,  in  tl^e  perfornuince  of  ,their  high 
functioDSy  are  to  try;  but  this  seems  to  offer  no  serious 


objection  to  the  two  members  of  tlie  committee  who  have 
argued  against  the  resolution;  they  think,  and  no  doubt 
conscientiously,  that  it  is  pai't  of  the  duty  delegated  to 
them,  to  inquire  and  pronounce  upon  this  branch  of  the 
accusation  against  the  Postmaster  General.  Nay,  sir, 
they  have  gone  further;  they  have  entertained,  and  tliiuk 
it  their  duty  to  pronounce  on  accusations  of  fraud,  irtl- 
versation,  and  corruption.  I  did  not  understand  tliem  to 
say  that  these  charges  were  time;  but  I  did  distinctly  un- 
derstand them  to  say  that  they  were  made,  and  that  the 
committee  were  inquiring  into  their  truth;  and,  unless  I 
am  greatly  deceived,  it  was  added,  that  they  were  sup- 
ported by  high  evidence.  Further,  sir,  the  written  alle- 
gation of  some  of  these  charges  was  laid  before  us;  vas 
read  at  the  request  of  tiic  chairman,  in  the  shape  of  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  officers  who  had  been  dismissed. 
Now,  sir,  agunst  all  this  proceeding  I  deem  it  a  duty 
solemnly  to  enter  my  protest.  Every  member  of  this 
body  must  pursue  that  conduct  which  is  dictated  by  his 
own  sense  of  propriety  and  duty.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
tlie  honorable  members  who  differ  from  me  on  tliia  occa- 
sion, are  so  g^iided.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  inculpate 
them.  But  I  too  must  follow  mine;  and  my  sense  of  im- 
perious duty  urges  me  not  only  to  dissent  from  this  doc- 
trine, but  to  point  out  the  consequences  of  what  I  deem 
a  most  dangerous  assumption  of  unconstitutional  power. 
Do  we  not  entirely  disregard  the  allotment  made  to  us  in 
the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  Governmejit?  Do  we 
not  encroach  on  those  pf  a  co-onlinate  branch?  and,  by 
assuming  powers  not  delegated  to  us,  render  ourselves 
incompetent  to  the  performance  of  those  that  are?  We 
appoint  a  committee  for  tlie  purpose  no  doubt  of  inquir- 
ing whether  any  legislative  measure  is  necessary  to  give 
greater  effect  to  the  Department  of  the  Post  Office^  To 
give  it  any  other  construction  would  be  to  suppose  it  an 
unconstitutional  measure.  This  committee  asks  for  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  With  confidence  in 
the  correctness  of  their  course,  we  give  it  to  them.  And, 
under  this  delegation,  it  is  contended  they  not  only  Iiave 
a  right  to  do  that  which  the  body,  of  which  they  form  a 
part,  has  solemnly  resolved  it  has  no  right  to  do;  but,  sir, 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  inquire  into  charges  of  fraud  and 
corruption  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  duties,  by  an 
officer  upon  whom,  if  he  should  be  accused,  wc  are  after- 
wards to  sit  in  judgment.  Not  only  is  this  inquiry  pur- 
sued in  the  committee;  not  only  are  its  members  forced 
to  prejudge  the  case,  but  the  charge  is  uttered  in  the 
assembled  Senate;  all  of  us  are  to  have  our  judgments 
warped  and  poisoned  by  hearing  evidence  and  arguments 
to  show  the  guilt  or  to  prove  the  innocence  of  the  accus* 
ed.  And  then,  with  our  passions  infiamed  with  the 
warmth  of  debate,  with  minds  perverted  by  ex  parte 
evidence,  and  the  mixture  of  political  feeling  that  has 
been  introduced  into  the  case,  we  are  to  take  our  places 
beside  you,  sir,  in  the  august  tribunal  where  we  liad  so 
lately  sat,  and  we  are  to  call  God  to  witness  that  lire  will 
decide  coolly,  and  dispassionately,  and  justly,  between 
our  country  and  the  officer  accused.  Uow,  sir,  are  we 
preparing  ourselves  for  this  duty?  By  violent  philippics 
against  the  man  who,  if  the  opinion  of  those  who  utter 
them  is  well  founded,  must  appear  at  our  bar  to  answer 
them!  by  arguments  which  those  who  believe  in  l>:s 
innocence  feel  bound  to  use  in  his  defence!  by  tbe  ex- 
citement which  zeal  and  eloquence  must  naturally  produce 
in  tlie  minds  of  their  fellow-judges,  to  whom  tliey  are 
addressed.  In  our  zeal  for  political  reform,  or  for  tlic 
advancement  of  justice,  we  forget  what  we  are.  Wc 
assume  the  accusing,  when  we  have  only  the  higlier,  the 
judging  power.  If  one  "twentieth  part  the  tiiht"  of 
the  accusations  tiiat  have  been  uttered  on  this  occason 
against  this  gentleman  be  well  founded,  he  ought  to  be 
impeached;  those  who  believe  them  to  be  true  ought 
immediately  to  produce  the  chaj*ges  before  the  accusing 
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power,  not  to  reitenite  theio  within  these  walls,  where  no 
Toice  oug^ht  to  be  heard  in  cases  of  alleged  criininality 
bat  that  of  calm  deliberation. 

Sir,  whether  the  charges  are  true  or  false,  I  will  not 
inquire,  until  they  are  constitutionally  made  and  legally 
prored.  Until  then  I  am  bound  to  believe  him  innocent, 
not  only  by  duty,  but  because  I  believe  him,  as  far  as  my 
observation  has  gone,  to  be  an  upright,  able  officer,  and 
that,  under  his  administration^tbe  department  has  g^atly 
extended  its  usefulness.  But,  although  this  opinion  may 
nake  me  require  and  scrutinize  proof  before  I  condemn, 
it  will  never,  if  I  can  confide  in  my  own  judgment,  swerve 
me  from  du^,  if  tliat  proof  should,  contrary  to  my  belief, 
be  produced.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can  the  misplaced 
inrectives,  the  violent,  acrimonious,  and  repeated  charges 
that  have  been  made,  bias  me  against  the  man  whom  I 
esteem.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  may, 
as  he  lays  he  will,  *<  teach  his  starling  to  cry  proscrip- 
tion" until  all  the  prating  party  parrots  of  the  country 
an  repeat  it  He  may,  as  he  says  he  will,  find  his  victim 
"  when  he  lies  asleep,  and  in  his  ear  may  halloo  proscrip- 
tion!" He  may  make  the  Senate  resound  with,  this  catch- 
vord  of  a  party  until  he  is  hoarse  with  the  repetition. 
Yet,  sir,  I  trust  the  members  of  that  august  body  will  be 
calm;  they  will  not  suffer  tliemselvea  to  condemn  or 
acquit  but  in  the  performance  of  their  constitutional 
functions,  nor  suflTer  any  delegated  power  to  transcend 
those  limits  which  they  have  <&teniitned  to  be  the  boun- 
dary of  their  powers. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  ask  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Delaware,  whether  he  thinks  his  favorite  word  mig^t 
not  be  with  some  propriety  applied  to  the  hearing  exparte 
accusations  of  fraud,  corruption,  and  other  misdemeanors 
against  a  high  officer,  repeating  them  in  the  highest 
council  of  the  nation,  and  speeding  them  on  the  wings  of 
his  eloquence  through  the  land,  before  the  accused  has 
even  answered  to  the  charge.  The  good  feelings  which 
1  know  that  Senat<»>  to  possess,  will,  unless  1  greatly 
mistake,  in  his  moments  of  calm  reflection,  lead  him  to 
regret  the  course  which  an  honest  bat  mistaken  zeal  has 
led  him  to  pursue  on  this  occasion. 

The  observationa,  sir,  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr. 
SraAcvtl  are  correct.  The  resolution  oflTered  by  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  does  not  go  far  enough .  I  offer 
the  following  amendment:  Strike  out  from  the  word 
"to,'*  and  insert — **  make  inquiry  into  tlie  reasons  which 
hare  induced  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  any  remov- 
als of  his  deputies;"  so  as  to  read — 

llaohedj  That  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  inquire  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  Department,  are  not  authorized  to 
oiake  inquiry  into  the  reaaons  which  have  induced  the 
Postmaster  General  to  make  any  removals  of  his  deputies. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  accepted  the  modification  offered  by 
Mr.  LivixasToir. 

Mr.  HOLMES  then  again  rose.  Sir,  said  he,  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  [Mr.  BaarTosr]  stepped  out  of  bis  way 
to  catechise  the  Senate  for  instituting  this  inquiry.  It  ap- 
pears, by  a  speech  of  his  published  this  morning,  that  the 
proceedings  on  this  subject  are  so  unparliamentary,  that 
they  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  journal;  and,  on 
another  occasion^  his  remark  was,  that  we  were  acting  as 
petty  constables  to  ferret  out  offences  which  we  may  be 
catted  on  as  judges  to  decide.  Should  the  Senate  obse- 
quiously obey  the  mandate  of  that  Senator,  and  apply  the 
sponge  to  the  whole  procedure,  it  becomes  necessary  for 
•"*  to  proceed  in  the  debate,  and  to  preserve  my  own  re- 
cord of  what  I  shall  have  done  and  said. 

Sir,  I  have  before  shown,  to  say  nothing  of  "  petty  con- 
rtables,"  that,  from  ouf  complex  character,  our  lep;isUtive 
«id  executive  duties  may  conflict  with  our  judicud  func- 
tions; but,  that  this  may  be  the  result,  is  no  reason  why 
ve  ihouM  perform  no  duty  at  all.     As  a  further  illustra- 


tion— suppose  the  bill  to  regulate  the  mileage  of  members 
of  Congress  to  be  under  consideration,  would  we  be  re- 
stricted from  inquiring  what  reason  there  was  to  pass  the 
act?  Suppose  members  had  charged  double,  or  nearly 
double  their  distance,  and  received  their  pay,  which,  if 
not  gp>ound  of  impeachment,  would  be  certainly  good 
cause  for  expulsion—could  we  not  inquire  into  the  fact^ 
as  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  a  remedy?  Now,  expul- 
sion is  a  judicial  act;  and  will  any  one  pretend  that  here 
legislative  functions  must  be  suspended,  lett  they  thoukl 
conflict  with  the  judicial? 

Suppose,  further,  that  a  member  should  institute  a  pro- 
secution against  an  officer,  either  personally  or  profession- 
ally, and  thus  disqualify  himself  from  sitting  as  a  judge,  all 
the  evil  that  would  result  would  be,  that  he  would  be  ex- 
cused from  taking  the  oath,  ^f  this  objection  had  not 
ori^nated  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  I  should  pronounce  it  a  miserable  sub- 
terfuge. 

But  the  «  dignity"  of  the  Senate  is  thought  to  be  in  dan- 
ger by  this  inquiry.  Sir,  if  every  member  respects  him- 
self, acting  neither  the  tyrant  on  the  one  hand,  nor  the 
sycophant  on  the  other,  but  proceeding  right  on,  and  fear- 
lessly performing  his  duty,  the  *<  dignity"  of  the  Senate  will 
be  in  no  danger.  And,  sir,  if  we  should  retrench  upon 
the  rif^hts  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  trust  that 
there  is  sufficient  independence,  and  patriotism,  and  intel- 
ligence there,  to  sustain  and  defend  their  own  rigtits  and 
privileges. 

Mr.  President,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr. 
Clattok ]  was  cidled  to  order  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  BtiTTOH,]  for  disclosing  what  had  occurred  in 
committee,  after  he  had  patiently  endured  the  disclosures 
of  two  other  members,  [Messrs.  Gbuitbt  and  Woodbvbt.] 
The  decision  of  the  Chair  waa  against  the  call;  he  made  an 
appeal,  but  withdrew  it.  If  the  Senate  approves  this  in- 
terruption of  such  a  Senator  as  the  chairman,  who  never 
violates  the  most  ri^d  rules  of  decorum,  I  can  only  say 
that  such  approbation  bears  melancholy  testimony  of  a 
deterioration  of  the  dignity  of  this  Senate. 

It  is  again  urged  upon  us  that  our  dignity  will  be  com- 
promitted,  because  the  Postmaster  General  may  refuse  the 
call.  How?  Does  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr^ 
Grvitdt]  anticipate  that  the  Postmaster  General  will  re- 
fuse to  answer  a  call  of  this  Senate  ?  A  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral— a  green  attach^  of  a  "cabinet"— a  thing  not  known 
to  the  constitution — ^refuse  to  answer  an  tnterrogatoty  of 
this  Senate!  Is  this  the  degradation  which  that  Senator 
predicts? '  And  what  then?  It  would  seem  to  me,  with  wM, 
due  deference,  that  the  probability  that  the  Postmaster 
General  would  not  answer  the  ioquify  put  to  himy  would 
be  the  best  reason  in  the  world  whpr  we  dimild  inquire 
elsewhere.  Can  that  Senator  be  senoua  that^  because  th« 
Postmaster  General  was  not  obli^d  to  answer  the  queries 
put  to  him,  we  ought  not  to  inquire  of  any  one  else!  1  am 
really  lost  and  confounded;  I  cannot  for  my  life  see,  if  the 
Postmaster  General  is  not  obliged  to  answer  the^aeries 
put  to  him,  why  it  follows,  that  the  same  or  similar  queries 
may  not  be  put  to  the  witness.  There  may  be  ffreat  weight 
in  this  argument  of  that  Senator  i  but,  humiliating  as  it  may 
be,  I  am  free  to  acknowledge  that  it  transcends  the  limits 
of  my  understandinr.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
[Mr.  Woonavarl  disposes  of  the  point  differently i  he 
takes  what  he  calls  the  *<  broad  principle,"  that  the  con- 
duct of  this  officer  is  subject  to  the  inspection  and  scrutiny 
of  the  President  alone.  This  "broad  principle"  is  strictly 
military.  Bach  executive  officer  is  answerable  to  his  su- 
perior, and  to  no  other  power.  So  lonr,  therefore,  as 
the  President  approves  the  acts  and  deeds  of  iht  Post- 
master C3enera],  no  other  constitutioiial  powsr  can  reach 
him.  This  is,  indeed,  a  broad  principle — broad  enoi^ 
for  the  basis  of  the  most  relentless  tjrranny  which  ever 
scourged  mankind. 
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But,  since  we  have  so  lately  tried  a  judge,  impeachment 
is  all  the  while  ninnin|^  in  our  heads.     The  Senator  from 
Tennessee,  the  Senator  irom  New  Hampshire,  and  even 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  seem  excessively  delicate  lest 
this  examination  of  a  witness  into  the  causes  of  removal 
from  office  might  at  the  same  time  disqualify  us  to  try 
some  one  for  some  hirh  misdemeanor,  on  an  impeach- 
ment.    And  this  urged,  over  and  over  again,  with  a  gra- 
vity that  provokes  a  smile.      We  have  asked  tliem,  and 
we  repeat  the  question,  why  then  are  not  the  other  inqui- 
ries directed  by  the  resolution  equally  objectionable? 
This  question  remains  unanswered.      Do  the  friends  of 
the  Postmaster  General  believe  that  in  this  particular 
branch  of  the  inquiry  there  is  to  be  found  impeachable 
matter,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  arrest  \X>    Have  any 
members  of  the  committee  had  the  confidence  of  the  Post- 
master General  so  far  as  to  learn  that  it  is  best  to  say 
nothing  on  the  subject?    If  so,  thev,  according  to  their 
own  course  of  reasoning,  are  already  disqualined  to  try 
him  on  an  impeachment.     But  it  does,  however,  sir,  ap- 
pear to  me,  that  this  ia  ** straining  at  a  g^at  and  swallow- 
mg  a  camel."    Both  the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and 
New  Hamosbire  have  argued  the  Postmaster  General's 
case  with  all  the  zeal  and  energy  of  advocates  for  their 
client.      At'  the  very  threshold  of  the  inquiry,  they  not 
only  pronounce  him  innocent  of  every  charge,  but  endea- 
vor to  demonstrate  his  innocence  to  the  Senate.      And 
even  the   ** candid"  Senator  from  Indiana,    [Mr.  Hs^ 


ed  for  the  defendant,  but  that  a  new  trial  was  granted, 
the  cause  opened  for  trial,  but  that  afterwards  it  was  dis- 
continued or  dismissed — for  what  cause,  docs  not  appear. 
Now,  inasmuch  as  a  judgment,  on  discontinuance  or  an 
entry  of  neither  party,  is  no  bar  to  another  action  for  the 
same  cause,  the  demand  is  still  good,  if  not  paid.  It  re«ta» 
then*  upon  two  questions:  the  one  of  &ct,  whether  any 
direction  was  given  by  Fowler,  or  his  suretiei^  to  apply 
the  subsequent  payments  to  the  hst  bond;  and,  if  not,  the 
other  question  of  law,  whether  the  Postmaster  General 
ought,  or  oug^U  not,  to  have  applied  the  payment  to  the 
discharge  of  the  first  bond.  Now,  if,  on  a  full  inquiry,  it 
shall  appear  that  no  direction  was  given  by  the  principal 
or  his  sureties  to  apply  the  paymenU  to  the  dischargee  of 
the  last  bond,  and  that  it  has  been  the  constant  practice  of 
the  department  to  make  the  application  to  the  discharge 
of  the  oldest  debt,  it  would  seem  to  me  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult to  come  to  a  conclusion  that  a  former  Postmaster 
General  had  lost  ten  thousand  dollars,  any  other  way  than 
by  neglecting  to  collect  it  of  the  present  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral. Now,  the  inquiry  into  this  afiair  is  still  pending: 
Until  all  the  evidence  is  out»  I  give  no  opinion.  I  only 
say,  that,  standing  »s  the  case  now  does  bellore  the  com- 
mittee, so  far  from  its  implicating  Mr.  Meigs,  it  fixes  the 
delinquency  upon  Mr.  Barr}',  the  surety  upon  the  last 
bond.  I  mean  nothing  more  than  that  the  burden  of  proof 

is  shifted.  

^  _      It  seems  to  mc  surprising,  indeed,  that,  in  this  incipient 

SRICKS,]  while  he  is  willing  to  proceed  in  the  inquiry,  |  stage  of  the  testimony,  when  the  aspect,  to  say  the  least, 

g  conviction  that  every  thing  -a-ill  be  is  unfavorable  to  Mr.  Barry,  why  his  advocates  should  de- 


does  it  with  a  strong 

found  correct.  Here,  then,  is  the  ludicrous  pred*:cament 
into  which  the  Senators  have  placed  themselves;  they  dare 
not  inquire,  lest  they  should  become  disqualified  to  try 
the  Postmaster  General  on  an  impeachment;  that  is,  the 
mere  inquiry  would  disqualify  them.  Yet,  nevertheless, 
they  can,  without  any  danger  at  all,  argue  the  cause  of 


dine  further  facts,  and  demur  to  the  evidence.  If,  upoa 
full  investigation,  it  shall  appear  that  Mr.  Barry's  bond  is 
paid,  and  the  other  is  still  due,  and  was,  consequenUy, 
wrongfully  given  up,  then  Mr.  Barry  is  not  a  defaulter. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  shall  appear  that  the  money 
paid  by  Fowler  was  applied,  as  was  usual,  to  tlie  payment 
the'ofllcer  who  is  the  object  of  inquiry,  with  impassioned  of  the  first  debt,  without  any  direction  of  Fowler  or  hia 
zeal,  and  even  attempt  to  impeach  the  reputation  of  a  surety  to  the  contrary,  then  the  first  bond  is  discharged, 
vritness  under  examination.  There  is  in  this  neither  fiction  and  it  is  of  no  importance  who  baa  it,  and  Bsrry  is  a  de- 
nor  poetry — these  are  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness,  'fiiulter  to  the  amount  of  the  second  bond,  via.  ten  thou- 
Here  is  a  glass  that  reflects  their  own  faces;  and  one  |  sand  dollars. 

Another  circumstance  in  this  same  case  seems  to  me  also 
very  extraordinary.  Strong  insinuations  are  thrown  by 
the  Senators  from  Tennessee  and  New  Hampshire  against 
the  witness,  Mr.  Bradley—that  he  fraudulently  gave  up 
Fowler's  first  bond  to  the  surety.  Mr.  Bradley's  charac- 
ter is  known  to  the  public;  and  as  nothing  has  yet  ap- 
peared before  the  committee  to  warrant  even  a  suspicion 
of  such  a  fact,  it  appears  to  me  tiiat  the  opinion  thus  ad- 
vanced is  as  premature  as  it  is  gratuitous.  A  great  sensa- 
tion is  excited  in  the  minds  of  these  gentlemen  at  the 
giving  up  of  this  bond.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Bradley  tells 
us  that  it  was  not  usual  to  deliver  up  the  bonds  after  they 
were  paid,  but  it  had  been  done  in  oilier  cases,  and  tliat 
this  was  delivered  up  by  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster 
General.  Now,  if  this  bond  was  paid,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  practice,  there  was  certainly  nothing  wrong  in 
giving  to  a  debtor  his  obligation  after  he  had  paid  it. 
Very  few  debtors  arc  willing  to  leave  the  notes  or  bonds 
which  they  have  discharged  in  the  hands  of  the  creditors, 
though  cancelled.  They  prefer  to  have  them  themselves; 
and  it  was  so  in  this  case,  as  Mr.  Bradley  tells  us.  There 
was  quite  a  controversy  between  the  Postmaster  General 
ami  the  surety  before  the  bond  was  delivered.  Now  it 
seems  to  mc  that  here  also  tlie  Senators  are  prejudging 
not  only  tiie  case,  but  the  character  of  the  witness.  There 
was  noticing  wrong  in  giving  up  this  bond  if  it  had  been 
discharged,  and  this  is  a  question  which  we  had  just  begun 


would  suppose  that  they  would  startle  at  their  own  dis- 
torted features. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee,  in  this  preliminary-  stage 
of  the  inquiry,  avers  that  an  unpaid  bond  for  ten  thousand 
dollars  was  given  up  to  the  sureties' by  Mr.  Meigs,  and  the 
whole  sum  was  lost  to  the  Government  But  no  such 
lowes  have  occurred  under  this  administration.  Now,  sir, 
the  fiicts,  as  far  as  disclosed,  are  these:  Fowler,  the  post- 
master at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  luul  failed  to  make  his 
remittances;  doubts  were  entertained  of  his  solvency,  and 
new  bonds  were  required.  These  bonds  were  procured, 
and  the  present  Postmaster  Genera]  was  surety,  jointly 
mhI  severally,  with  the  others.  After  these  new  sureties, 
Fowler  paid  in  enough  to  discharge  the  first  bond.  The 
account  with  Fowler  was  kept  on  at  the  department,  and, 
as  soon  as  the  first  bond  was  paid,  it  was  delivered  up  to 
the  sureties.  The  application  of  money,  not  directed 
otherwise  by  the  debtor,  is  presumed  to  be  applied  by 
the  creditor  to  pay  the  oldest  debt.  This  is  not  only  the 
principle  of  law,  but  it  has  been  testified  that  this  is  the 
practice  of  the  department,  and  tiiat  no  direction  had  been 

S'ven  by  Fowler  or  his  sureties  to  apply  the  payments  to 
e  discharge  of  Barry's  bond.  l^lone>  had  been  paid  in 
enough  only  to  the  dischar^  of  one  of  the  bonds;  and  if 
properly  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the  first,  the  Post- 
master General  is  now  a  defitulter  to  the  Government  to 
the  amount  often  thousand  dollars;  and,  according  to  the 


existing  laws,  his  salary  ought  to  be  withheld  until  he  to  examine. 


shall  have  paid  this  debt  to  the  Government.  It  has,  how 
ever,  appeared  further  In  evidence,  that  a  suit  was  order- 
ed against  Mr.  Bxrry  on  this  bond  in  the  circuit  court  of 
Kentucky;  that,  on  an  issue  in  law,  judgment  was  render* 


Gentlcmc^i  protest  Ihut  they  are  not  the  advocates  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  but  surely  their  profesMOns  con- 
flict mightily  with  their  practice.  Even  their  language 
often  betravs  the  character  in  which  they  act.  «*  We  huve 
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proved,"  '*  we  fnRintain,"  &c.  when,  in  fact,  the  commit- 
tee do  not  pretend  to  '*haye  proved"  any  thinr  defi- 
nitely,  nor  to  "maintain"  any  thing  positively.  I  did  not 
understand  the  chairman  to  take  any  different  ground.  I 
agree  with  him  perfectly.  From  what  appeara  prima 
facie,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  prosecute  tne  in- 
quiry. We  had  no  concern  in  bringing  the  subject  be- 
fore the  Senate.  We  think  it  an  extr^rdinary— 4ui  unpre- 
cedented procedure.  With  any  thing  personal  said  to  that 
gentleman,  I  need  have  no  concern.  He  is  amply  able  to 
t&ke  care  of  himself.  I  trust  he  is,  in  this  affair,  far  above 
the  reach  of  their  censure.  His  conduct  in  this  investiga- 
tion is  as  irreproachable  as  his  reasoning  is  unanswerable. 
Sir,  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  who  is  so  ex- 
ceedingly apprehensive  lest  the  inquiry  should  commit  us 
on  some  supposed  future  impeachment,  is,  nevertheless, 
Tery  ready  to  aver,  and  attempt  to  prove  to  the  Senate, 
that  the  department  is  not  verging  to  bankruptcy,  and,  if 
it  vere,  the  removing  from  ofHce  is  not  the  cause.  There 
may  be  consistency  in  this;  it  may  be  that  an  opinion 
formed,  and  become  deep-rooted  by  urgine  it  upon 
others,  would  not  disqualify  a  judge  or  juror  from  decid- 
ing tlie  same  cause,  and  that  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  in  a 
case,  without  forming  an  opinion,  would  disqualify.  But 
I  confess  it  puzzles  me  exceedingly  to  perceive  how  any 
ntional,  impartial  mind  can  arrive  at  such  conclusions. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  the  Postmaster  General  should  be 
tried  liere  on  a  chara«  of  wasting  the  funds  and  deranging 
the  affairs  of  the  omce,  by  wantonly  and  wickedly  re- 
morinf^  experienced  and  fiiithful  men  from  office,  and 
applying  their  places  with  ignorance  and  irresponsibility, 
and  that  Senator  should  be  called  on  to  take  the  oath  im- 
partially to  try  him,  would  he  not  have  prejudged  the 
case?  He  has  already  arrived  at  a  settled  decision,  and 
enforced  it  with  all  his  powers,  that  the  funds  of  tlii  ofHce 
bsTe  not  been  squandered,  and  that  the  removals  from 
office  hare  worked  no  public  injury— that  all  is  right  and 
prosperous.  Sir,  do  gentlemen  perceive  the  palpable  ab- 
sarl.txs  to  which  their  measures  and  their  reasonings 
hrin;*lhem> 

If  *»e  Senators  from  1'ennessee  and  New  Hampshire  do 
ind.'.vl  intend  to  smother  the  inquiry,  and  the  Senate  in- 
tendi  to  sustain  them  in  it,  then  they  will,  as  the  most 
eiiectual  means,  pass  this  resolution.  If  it  is  found  that 
things  there,  in  the  department,  will  not  bear  the  light, 
the  sooner  this  inquiry  is  suppressed  the  better.  I  do  not 
By  that  these  Senators  have,  or  have  not,  better  means  of 
information  than  the  rest  of  the  committee.  If  they  arc 
in  frequent  communication  with  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  obtain  their  information  from  him,  they  ought  to  re- 
collect that  this  may  not  be  from  the  most  pure  and  im- 
partial source. 

Mr.  President,  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  at- 
tempts  to  illustrate  one  of  his  arguments  by  an  anecdote. 
It  seems  that  some  writer  had  invented  a  play,  or  some 
theatrical  performance,  in  which  there  was  a  tli under 
scene,  and  he  applied  to  a  mechanic  to  invent  the  thunder: 
the  exhibition  went  off  very  well,  and  the  thunder  manu- 
facturer ascribed  all  the  popularity  of  the  piece  to  his 
thunder,  and  would,  whenever  he  heard  the  piece  praised, 
fxclaim,  "it  all  comes  from  my  thunder."  This  was  pro- 
bably the  intended  application.  In  reply  to  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  Postmaster  General  might  not  condescend  to 
jMwer  the  inquiry,  the  chairman  had  said,  very  properly, 
>)ut  not  in  the  language  of  menace,  that  the  Postmaster 
Cieneral  dare  not  refuse  to  answer  the  inquiry  sent  by  a 
««nmittce  from  this  Senate,  and  superadded  that  this  vcr}' 
wcusnon  imght  have  expedited  the  answer  to  a  call  of 
^  session,  made  by  a  resolution  offered  by  a  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Burxbt,]  adding,  also,  that  the  number 
of  folios  in  that  report  might  be  calculated,  if  not  intend- 
Wf  for  effect.  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  talks 
loud  of  the  moral  courage  of  the  Postmaster  General, 


comes  back  to  his  figure,  and  denies  that  it  was  the  chair- 
man's thunder  which  produced  the  effect.  It  appeared 
to  me  that  the  illustration  and  application  were  very  awk- 
ward and  remote.  But  1  can  well  perceive  another  very 
appropriate  application.  We  have  heard  the  thunder  of 
the  eloquence  of  these  two  Senators  in  behalf  of  their 
friend,  before  they  have  heard  his  case;  and  tliey  are,  as 
his  advocates,  urgpng  the  Senate  to  acauit  him  before  they 
try  him.  If  they  succeed,  he  certainly  will  feel  exceed- 
ingly g^teful  to  them,  and  will  stand  on  high  influential 
ground.  Should,  then,  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
become  a  candidate  for  some  high  office,  (say  minister  to 
the  Sublime  Porte,)  and  should  he  need  the  aid  of  the 
Postmaster  General  to  further  his  claims,  he  would  re- 
mind him  of  his  obligation  by  the  admonition,  *< remember 
my  thunder." 

Should  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  become  a  candi- 
date, say  for  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  an  office  for  which  he  is  so  pre-eminently 
qualified,  and  he  should  need  the  aid  of  influential  friends, 
(as  I  think  he  would,)  he  would  say  to  the  Postmaster 
General,  "remember  my  thunder."  This  thunder,  sir, 
is  the  very  thing  which  is  to  be  the  means  of  rewarding 
these  two  gentlemen  for  all  their  patriotic  labors.  Their 
claims  have  been  delayed — ^their  hopes  have  been  long  de- 
ferred. But  this  acquittal  of  the  Postmaster  General,  before 
thev  have  examined  his  case,  this  exuberance  of  charity, 
will,  if  there  is  anv  gratitude  extant,  entitle  them  to  this 
officer's  entire  and  profoundest  devotion. 

[Here,  at  a  late  hour,  Mr.  Holvxs  gave  way;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clatton,  the  Senate  ai^oumed.] 

NoTC. — Mr.  HoLKEs  would  not  knowingly  add  any  re- 
mark in  reply  to  any  Senator  which  he  did  not  make  in  the 
Senate.  But  lie  will  be  pardoned  for  noticing  in  the  print- 
ed  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  what  that  Se- 
nator did  not  say  in  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee has  (very  modestly)  quoted  from  his  own  speech 
of  last  winter  on  Mr.  Foot's  i*esolution.  It  seems,  then, 
that  a  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  quoted  some  de- 
nunciation of  a  clergyman  of  New  England,  during  the 
late  war,  consigning  those  who  aided  and  assisted  the  Go- 
vernment to  James  Aladison,  Felix  Gnmdy,  and  the  devil} 
that,  in  the  debate  on  Mr.  Foot's  resolution,  Mr.  Holmes 
had  remarked  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  had  the  reverend 
gentleman  alluded  to  thought  of  him  [Mr.  H.]  at  the  time, 
he  would  Itave  added  him  to  the  copartnership.  The  Se- 
nator from  Tennessee,  in  reply  to  Mr.  H.,  pbserved  that 
he  would  propose,  as  Mr.  Madison  had  become  old,  to  sub- 
stitute President  Jackson,  and  add  Mr.  Holmes,  and  then 
divide:  Himself  and  the  President,  and  ^fr.  H.  and  his  Sa- 
Unic  Majesty.  Mr.  H.,  in  reply,  sUted  that  he  was  much 
obliged  to  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  for  the  compliment 
he  had  paid  bimt  that  though  he  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  concern,  yet  he  admitted  the  justice  and  equality 
ofthe  division,  for' the  Senator  had  put  himself  and  the 
President  on  an  equality  with  Mr.  H.  and  tlie  devil.  Mr. 
11.  added,  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  question  the  justice 
of  this  division.  He,  however,  did  not  believe  that  the  ad- 
ministration could  do  without  his  Infernal  Majesty,  for 
he  had  done  most  of  their  business.  It  was  then  believed 
by  Mr.  H.  and  his  friends,  that  the  wit,  if  any,  had  been 
fully  met,  and  that,  to  say  tlie  least,  the  account  was  ba- 
lanced. It  seems,  however,  that  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee was  so  delighted  with  his  own  wit,  that  he  has  quot- 
ed it  in  his  written  speech,  though  he  did  not  quote  it  in 
the  Senate.  Now,  if  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  has  set 
up  for  a  wit,  and  is  in  danger  of  failinr  for  want  of  stock, 
Mr.  H.  has  no  objection  that  he  should  use  this  specimen 
until  it  is  threadbare  and  out  at  the  elbows,  provided  he 
will  do  it  at  a  time  and  place  where  Mr.  H.  can  have  an 
opportunity  to  reply.  It  may,  however,  be  well  to  remark, 
that  when  one  is  so  pleased  with  his  own  wit,  tliat  he  is  in- 
duced often  to  repeat  it,  he  mny  possibly  get  uilo  the  mis- 
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take  that  the  people  are  laughing  at  the  wit,  when,  in  &ct, 
they  are  laughing  at  the  author. 

Again:  Tlie  same  Senator^  in  another  note,  has  stated 
that  by  Mr.  Bradley's  evidence  it  appeared  that  when  he  left 
the  department  there  were  forty-two  clerks,  a  lar^e  ma- 
jority of  whom  were  opposed  to  the  present  admmisti'a- 
tion,  and  that  he  was  authorized  to  say  that  but  three  clerks 
had  been  removed  by  the  present  Postmaster  General. 
Authorized!  How?  " Never  heard  him"  (the  Postmas- 
ter General)  **  express  or  intimate  a  wish  or  opinion  upon 
the  subject,"  and  yet  he  is  **  authorized"  to  say  this.  The 
public  would  have  been  better  satisfied  that  the  Senator 
had  not  been  in  close  connexion  with  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral during  tlus  investigation,  if  he  had  informed  them 
from  whom  he  received  this  authority.  Mr.  Bradley  is 
still  under  examination,  and  thus  far  no  such  fact  appears 
as  is  stated  in  this  note-  When  Mr.  Bradley's  examina- 
tion is  closed,  we  shall  see  the  substance  of  his  testimony. 
As  it  now  stands,  no  such  fact  is  proved,  and  this  report 
of  the  testimony,  on  this  point,  is  about  as  premature  as 
the  rest  of  that  Senator's  facts  and  reasonings.  Thus  far, 
it  does  appear,  that  when  Mr.  Barry  took  the  office,  of  the 
forty-three  clerks  seventeen  were  believed  to  have  been  for 
General  Jackson,  twenty-one  for  Mr.  Adams,  and  five  neu- 
trals; that,  since  that  time,  several  have  been  removed;  and 
that  all  the  principal  officers,  including  the  two  Assistant 
Postmasters  General  and  the  chief  clerk,  have  been  re- 
moved. So  the  evidence  now  stands.  Is  it  possible  that 
a  member  of  a  committee  of  inquiry  of  the  United  States' 
Senate  into  the  conduct  of  a  United  States'  officer,  has 
reported  to  tlie  Senate  and  the  world  tlie  testimony  of  a 
witness  before  it  was  finished,  accompanied  by  a  declara- 
tion of  the  officer  accused  as  proof  of  his  innocence? 

One  word  more  in  reply  to  what  the  Senator  did  not 
say.  He  did  not  threaten  us  with  the  interposition  of  the 
President  to  suppress  this  inquiry.  No  such  language  as 
this  was  used,  or,  if  used,  was  not  heard  by  Mr.  H.,  viz.  <*  I 
have  said  that  I  thought  that  neither  the  Senate  nor  the 
committee  have  the  constitutional  right  to  make  tliis  de- 
mand. Should  the  Chief  Magistrate  think  so,  of  one  thing 
1  am  certain,  that,  he  who  never  suffered  his  own-  private 
rights,  or  tlie  rights  of  his  country,  to  be  invaded,  will  not 
permit  an  encroachment  upon  tlie  ri^ht  of  his  official  sta- 
tion." Here  is  a  plain  and  unequivocal  avowal  of  the 
power  of  tlie  President  to  suppress  an  inquiry  of  the  Se- 
nate into  the  official  conduct  of  tlie  Postmaster  General; 
and,  liad  it  been  spoken  and  heard  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  H. 
would  have  been  unpardonable  to  let  the  speaker  off  with- 
out the  severest  animadversion.  Of  the  President's  pro- 
hibition in  this  case,  that  Senator  is  **  certain,"  and  the  in- 
ference is,  of  course,  tliat  he  speaks  '*by  autliority."  It 
would  seem  then  that  this  resolution  emanates  from  tlic 
palace,  and  is  an  injunction  upon  the  Senate  to  stop  their 
'*  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  his  official  station.  In 
brief,  that  the  President  has  the  right  not  only  to  shut  the 
door  of  this  department"  against  the  Senate,  but  to  sup- 
press even  an  outdoor  inquiry. 

It  is  moreover  due  to  tlie  chairman  and  to  the  people  of 
Bfaine,  that  one  word  should  be  added  in  regard  to  the  re- 
ported speech  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  Mr. 
H.  was  in  the  next  seat  to  the  chairman  when  the  remark 
was  made,  which  the  Senator  from  New  Hampsliire  con- 
strues into  a  charge  of  bribery,  and  he  is  sure  that  the 
chairman  intimated  no  such  thing.  The  two  Senators  from 
New  Hampshire  and  Tennessee  had  exultingly  said  that  a 
verdict  both  in  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  in  favor  of  the 
removals  of  the  Postmaster  General  had  been  rendered. 
The  answer  was,  that  tliis  very  exercise  of  tlie  removing 
power  might  sometimes  influence  a  verdict;  and  the  chair- 
man introduced  the  analogy  of  a  verdict  obtained  by  im- 
proper means,  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  enforce  and 
illubtrate  his  position  as  to  tlie  general  effect  of  Executive 
patronage  on  the  elective  franclxise. 


Saturdat,  Fxbkcakt  12. 

After  disposing  of  some  private  bills  and  other  morning 
businei 


The  eclipse  having  reached  the  greatest  obscuration  of 
the  sun  about  this  time,  and  the  Senate  appearing  indis- 
posed to  go  on  with  business— 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  adjourn. 

MOWBAT,  FSBRVART  14. 

Mr.  FREUNGHUYSEN  laid  on  the  Uble  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolvedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
required  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  tlie  provisions  of 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  fron- 
tiers," passed  the  30th  March,  1802,  have  been  fully  com- 
plied with  on  tlie  part  of  the  United  States'  Government; 
and,  if  they  have  not,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  of  the  rea- 
sons that  have  induced  the  Government  to  decline  the  en- 
forcement of  the  said  act. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  i-esolution  of  Mr.  Grvhdt,  as 
modified hy  Mr.  LiviirosToir. 

-  Mr.  HOLMES,  being  in  possesion  of  the  floor,  then  rose, 
and  observed,  that  though  he  fancied  himaelf  well  pre- 
pared to  g^  on  with  the  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the 
inquiry,  yet,  as  he  had  been  given  to  understand  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  quite  willing  that  the 
discussion  should  here,  for  the  present,  have  an  end,  be 
was  not  indisposed  to  adopt  that  course,  as  he  believed 
enough  had  already  been  said  by  himself  and  the  chairman 
of  the  special  committee  [Mr.  Clattoit]  to  convince  the 

? gentlemen  tliat  they  were  on  the  wrong  side.  [No,  no, 
i'om  Mr.  Grvitdt.]  Well,  then,  continued  Mr.  Houiks, 
if  we  let  the  discussion  here  drop,  I  can  assure  the  gentle- 
man it  is  not  because  we  are  not  well  prepared  for  the  sub- 
ject on  our  side,  for  I  myself  have  taken  some  pains  to 
prepare  myself,  and  have  no  doubt  but  I  might  be  able  to 
enlighten  the  gentlemen  something  further  in  a  good  round 
speech,  if  they  were  so  inclined;  but  I  shall  content  my- 
self, since  it  seems  to  be  the  opinion  that  the  matter  has 
been,  on  both  sides,  sufficiently  discussed,  by  moving  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  ou  the  table,  with  tlie  understand- 
ing that  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  without  further  discus- 
sion, be  taken  on  it  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock.  The  motion 
prevailed. 

TUXSDAT,  FSBRUART  15. 

FORT  DELAWARE. 

Agreeably  to  notice  yesterday  given,  Mr.  CLAYTON 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Fort  Delaware;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  referred. 

On  introducing  the  bill,  Mr.  CLAYTON  briefly  remark- 
ed that  the  officers  and  soldiers,  during  the  conflagration 
of  the  fort,  principally  exerted  themselves  to  save  the 
public  property,  in  consequence  of  which  they  had  little 
or  no  time  to  save  their  own.  No  fire  engine  had  been 
provided  for  the  protection  of  property  in  case  of  fire,  and 
the  destruction  was  in  consequence  the  ^eatcr.  Under 
tliese  circumstances,  he  considered  the  individvuihi  con- 
cerned entitled  to  relief. 

THE  INDIANS. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  FAXuira- 
HVTSzir,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  BENTON  objected  to  the  form  of  the  resolution, 
and  wished  it  so  mocfified  as  to  make  the  call  more  simple. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  was  willing  to  modify,  but 
should  have  been  pleased  if  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
had  stated  in  what  respect  he  desired  the  modification. 
He  could  then  be  able  to  give  a  proper  answer.    After  % 
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few  remarks  from  Mr.  F.  in  &Tor  of  his  resolution,  and  a 
description  of  the  views  of  the  present  Executive  in  rela- 
tion to  tlie  Indians, 

Mr.  HOLMES  addressed  the  Senate,  and,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  made  allusion  to  the  assumption  of  cer- 
tain powers  by  the  President  on  the  Indian  question,  as 
encrosching  on  the  legislative  power  and  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  BELL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  had  hoped  that  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress were  done  with  the  Indian  discussion,  more  particu- 
Urly  as  the  matter  had  been  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Mr.  NOBLE  said  a  few  words  as  to  the  oppressive  na^ 
ture  of  the  laws  of  Georgia  relative  to  the  Indians  withiii 
that  State,  and  made  some  reference  to  his  vote  of  last 
session  on  this  interesting  question. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  said  he  hul  presented  this  re- 
solution  for  the  purpose  of  certainly  ascertaining  the  views 
and  purpose  of  the  Executive  in  respect  to  the  Indian 
relations  of  the  Government.  We  cannot,  said  Mr.  F., 
officially  rely  upon  any  report  or  information  but  that 
which  comes  to  us  under  the  official  sanction  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  And,  sir,  the  Senate  and  the  nation  have  a 
right  to  know  his  policy.  I  am  aware  that  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  his  report  to  the  President,  of  December  last, 
has  undertaken  to  dispose  of  the  intercourse  law  of  1802, 
by  a  very  short  process.  He  has,  indeed,  cut  the  gordian 
knot.  He  assumes  the  whole  ground  of  the  Indian  con- 
troversy; takes  as  established,  without  argument  or  proof, 
the  whole  matter  in  issue,  and  then  very  gravely  draws 
out  the  conclusion,  that  this  law  is  unconstitutional,  and 
ought  not  to  be  executed.  He  asserts  the  red  men  to  be 
citizens  of  the  States,  and  inquires,  as  if  surprised  at  fhe 
necessity  of  asking  the  question,  whether  a  sovereign 
State  has  not  the  riglit  to  legishite  over  all  her  citizens, 
vhite  and  red?  Sir,  he  has  not  even  undertaken  to  show 
how  the  red  men*  the  Cherokees,  for  example,  became 
citizens  of  Georgia;  and  yet  the  suggestions  of  his  report 
are  pat  forth  as  a  serious  expoation  of  public  law. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  provisions  oi  this  law,  and  tlie 
ouses  which  led  to  its  enactment,  will  slied  very  clear 
light  upon  its  nature  and  obligation.     Until  the  year  1796, 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  Indian  tribes 
chiefly  rested  upon  the  stipulations  contained  in  our  trea- 
ties niade  with  these  nations,  and  the  principles  of  gene- 
ral law.    About  the  time  first  named,  our  Government 
considered  this  subject  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to 
fngross  the  distinct  deliberation  and  lej^slation  of  Con- 
grett,  and  accordingly,  in  the  session  of  *96,  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  raised  a  committee  on  regulating 
tnde  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  pre- 
lerre  peace  on  the  frontiers.     While  the  matter  was  sub- 
stting  before  tlits  committee,  a  communication  was  made 
by  the  then  President,  (General  Washington,)  which, 
while  it  illustrates  the  character  of  that  exalted  statesman, 
iffoTds  a  very  valuable  portion  of  history,  tliat  will  refresh 
the  hearts  ami  encourage  the  hopes  of  every  friend  of  the 
Indians.    After  the  treaties  mwle  by  the  United  States 
with  the  Cherokees  in  the  years  1785  and  1791,  usually 
known  by  the  names  of  the  treaties  of  Hopewell  and  Hoj- 
rton,  intrusions  were  repeatedly  meditated  upon  the  terri- 
tories of  that  nation,  and  Governor  Bloimt,  or  the  territoi^ 
wiith  of  the  Ohio,  in  1796,  apprised  President  Washing- 
ton of  these  designs;  upon  which  he  addressed  a  messag^e 
to  Congress,  as  appears  in  the  following  extract  from  tlie 
jounuls  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

"TussDAT,  Ftbruary2,  1796. — A  message  in  writing 
w«  received  from  tlie  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
Mr.  Uandridge,  his  secretary,  as  followetli: 

"UjriTXB  States,  Februay2,  1796. 
.  "Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represcnta- 
^VM:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the 


19th  of  December  last,  from  Governor  Blount  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  stating  the  avowal  and  daring  designs  of 
certain  persons  to  take  possession  of  land  belonging  to  the 
Cherokees,  and  which  the  United  States  have  by  treaty 
solemnly  guarantied  to  that  nation.  The  injustice  of  such 
intrusions,  and  the  mischievous  consequences  which  must 
necessarily  result  therefrom,  demand  that  eflfectual  provi- 
non  be  made  to  prevent  them. 

'GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 

Here,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  principles  and  spirit  of  Indian 
intercourse  are  traced  up  to  their  head  spring.  We  re- 
joice to  find  their  origin  in  the  spirit  of  unbroken  fidth 
and  sacred  honor  that  sheds  its  radiance  over  this  Execu- 
tive document.  Sir,  this  record  of  other  times,  now» 
when  to  break  faith  with  an  Indian  is  construed  down  into 
something  short  of  dishonor — now,  when  the  clouds  are 
gathering  over  and  around  the  hopes  of  these  forsaken 
people — ^at  this  gloomy  epoch  in  their  history,  to  look 
upon  this  solemn  acknowledgment  of  all  their  rights  as 
**a  nation,"  and  oiir  sacred  obligations  by  **trea^,*'  and 
under  Washington's  own  hand,  is  a  grateful  subject  for 
consolaUon.  Would,  sir,  that  General  Jackson  might  be 
persuaded  to  put  away  from  him  all  those  hasty,  ill-con- 
sidered counsels,  that  are  leading  him  away  from  the 
broad  and  luminous  path  of  ilhistnous  precedent. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  history.  This  message  and 
the  letter  were,  in  the  first  place,  t-'eferred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House,  and  afterwards  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  sixteen  members,  composed  of  Mr.  Hill  house, 
Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Findlay,  l^tr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  Abiel  Fos- 
ter, Mr.  Dearborn,  Mr.  Malbone,  Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Patten, 
Mr.  Milledge,  Mr.  Greenup,  and  Mr.  Crabb.  In  the  se- 
lection of  this  committee,  we  perceive  the  importance 
that  was  attached  to  the  subject-matter  of  General  Wash- 
ington's communication,  and  the  principles  that  should 
regelate  our  Indian  affairs.  A  committee  of  the  first 
names  in  Congress,  members  from  tlie  different  States, 
and  Georgia  of  the  number,  took  up  the  treaties  made 
with  these  tribes,  and  the  duties,  rights,  and  privileges 
that  grew  out  of  our  relations,  and  reported  to  Congress 
the  first  intercourse  bill,  which  became  a  Uw  in  May, 
1796,  and  which,  in  all  its  material  provisions,  is  now  the 
subsisting  and  unrepealed  law  of  the  land. 

These  treaties,  said  Mr.  F.,  had,  amongst  other  things, 
traced  and  settled  the  boundary  lineb  of  territory  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Indians.  And  in  the  few  sec- 
tions of  this  law,  to  which  I  shall  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  they  will  perceive  that  in  the  Congress  of  1796,  of 
1799,  and  of  1802,  ahe  several  periods  when  this  law 
came  under  public  consideration,  these  boundaries  speci- 
fied in  the  treaties  were  recog^iised  and  adopted,  and  be- 
came the  governing  line  of  territory,  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bill.  This  law,  like  the  treaties,  runs  the  broad 
line  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  Cherokees,  and 
recognises  it  as  the  boundary  between  aeparate  and  dis- 
tinct nations — ^between  "citizens  of  the  United  States" 
and  "the  Cherokees,"  in  specific  and  appropriate  terms. 
No  one  of  all  the  enlightened  and  exalted  men  who  filled 
the  seats  of  power,  and  aided  in  the  councils  of  the  coun- 
try in  1796,  entertained  the  notion  for  a  moment,  that 
Georgia  had  even  the  color  of  a  claim  to  the  property  or 
persons  of  these  tribes  of  free,  and,  as  to  her,  indepen- 
dent people,  and  they  legislated  concerning  them  accord- 
ingly. Afler  thus  fixing  the  boundary,  the  second  section 
of  the  law  enacts,  "that  if  any  citizen  of,  or  other  person 
resident  in,  the  United  States,  or  either  of  the  territorial 
districts  of  the  United  States,  shall  cross  over  or  go  within 
the  said  boundary  line  to  hunt,  &c.,  or  shall  drive  or  other- 
wise convey  any  stock  of  horses  or  cattle  to  range  on  any 
lands  allotted  or  secured  by  treaty  with  the  United  States 
to  any  Indian  tribes,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding 
one  hu&dred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  six 
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months.  And  by  the  fourth  section  it  is  further  enacted, 
tliat  if  any  such  citizen  or  other  person  shall  g-o  into  any 
town,  settlement,  or  teiritory  bclong^n^  or  secured  by 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  to  any  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  and  shall  there  commit  robbery,  larceny,  trespass, 
or  other  crime,  against  the  person  or  property  of  any 
friendly  Indian  or  Indians,  which  would  be  punished  if 
committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  against  a 
citizen  of  the  United  SUtes,  8cc.,  such  offender  shall  for- 
feit a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  and  be  im- 
prisoned not  exceeding  twelve  months."  Sir,  wlio  can 
fail  to  perceive  how  perfectly  palpable  is  the  distinction 
between  the  jurisdiction  of  any  State  of  tlie  United  States, 
and  the  territory  of  the  Indian  nations?  Eveiy  provision 
of  this  law  is  based  upon  this  distinction,  and  would  be 
absurd  and  incongruous  without  it. 

Again,  sir,  the  fifth  section  provides  «« that  if  any  such 
citizen  or  other  person  shall  make  a  settlement  on  any 
lands  belonging,  or  secured  or  guarantied  by  treaty  with 
the  United  States,  to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall  survey  or 
attempt  to  survey  such  lands,  or  designate  any  of  the 
boundaries,  by  marking  trees  or  otherwise,  such  offender 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and 
suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twelve  months:  and  it 
shall  moreover  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measures  and  employ  such  m;iitai'> 
force  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  remove  from  lands  be'- 
longing  or  secured  by  treaty  as  aforea;ud,  to  any  Indian 
tribe,  any  such  citizen  or  other  person,  who  has  made  or 
shall  hereafter  make  or  attempt  to  make  a  settlement 
thereon."  Here,  again,  the  unambiguous  principles  of 
our  national  policy  arc  developed  too  plainly  to  be  mista- 
ken, or  misunderstood.  A  policy,  thus  sanctioned  by  the 
concurrent  opinions  of  six  successive  Presidents,  and  by 
the  harmonious  legislation  of  Congress  for  the  last  thirty- 
five  years,  is  suddenly  assailed  bv  the  opinion  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  War,  and  sought  to  be  frustrated  and  avoided— 
and  for  wliat,  sn-?  For  what?  To  enable  the  State  of 
Georgia  to  break  over  this  boundary— this  sacred  boun- 
dary—to invade  the  possessions  of  our  allies— and  deprive 
them  of  their  property  and  liberties. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  review  some  of  the  features  of 
Georgia  legislation.  Our  act,  be  it  remembered,  prohi- 
bits all  surveys  or  attempts  at  surveying  of  Indian  lands, 
by  any  citizen  of  the  United  Suites,  or  other  pei-son. 
Georgia  has,  by  a  late  act  of  her  Legislature,  resolved  to 
survey  the  Cherokee  country— now  listen- 

Skc.  33.  Andbett  furtJia-  enacted.  That  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall,  by  force,  menaces,  or  other  means, 
prevent,  or  attempt  to  prevent,  any  surveyor  or  surveyors 
from  running  any  line  or  hnes,  or  doing  and  performing 
any  act  required  of  him  or  them  by  this  act,  shall,  on  in- 
dictment,  and  conviction  thereof,  be  sentenced  to  the 
penitentiary,  at  hard  labor,  for  the  term  of  five  years. 
And  the  following  section  still  further  discloses  the  nature 
of  the  pn^ecdincs  m  that  State,  of  which  we  complain. 
Szc.  ^'-^rid  he  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority 
a/or«wirf.  That  all  white  persons  residing  within  the  limiu 
of  the  Cherokee  nation  on  the  Ist  day  of  Maixh  next,  or 
at  any  time  thereafter,  without  a  license  or  permit  from 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  or  from  such  agent  as  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  shall  authorize  to  gi-ant  such  a 
permit  or  license,  and  who  shall  not  have  taken  the  oath 
hereinafter  required,  shall  be  guilty  of  high  misdemeanor, 
and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  confine- 
ment in  the  penitentiary,  at  hard  labor,  for  a  term  not  less 
than  four  years:  Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this  sec 
tion  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  extend  to  any  autho- 
nzed  agent  or  agents  of  the  Goxcrnment  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  State,  or  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  rent  any  of  those  improvements  which  have  been 
abandoned  by  Indians  who  have  emigi-ated  west  of  the 
Mississippi :  Prwided,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  section 


shall  be  so  construed  as  to  extend  to  white  females,  and 
all  male  children  under  twenty  years  of  age." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  crisis  has  arrived,  when  this  conflict 
must  be  decided.  Here  is  direct  repugnancy  between  the 
legislation  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Georgia. 
Where  is  the  Executive  arm  of  the  General  Government 
to  protect  our  laws  and  our  treaties  from  riolation?  I 
cannot,  sir,  anticipate  that  the  President  will  refuse  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws  of  the  land.  I  must  hear  it  from  himself. 
1  maintain  it,  sir,  as  one  of  the  soundest  principles  of  our 
constitution,  that  the  Executive  does  not  possess  tlie  tre- 
mendous power  of  dispensing  with  the  enforcement  of 
public  statutes.  If  a  constitutional  scruple  shall  affect  the 
mind  of  a  President  of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  any 
act  of  Congress,  he  mtist  get  rid  of  his  scruples,  or  he 
may  lay  down  his  commission:  but  while  he  holds  tlie  of- 
fice, he  must  faithfully  execute  every  law.  It  is  absolute- 
ly imperative.  l*he  people  of  this  countr}'  will  jealously 
watch  over  this  b]*anch  of  Executive  duty.  They  will  ex- 
pect its  fulfilment,  sir,  to  the  very  letter.  Of  all  the  men 
in  this  nation,  the  President  is  the  last  who  should  pause 
upon  the  requirements  of  any  statute.  He,  at  least,  shculd 
be  exemplary  in  obedience. 

It  may  be,  and  has  been  said,  that  the  opinions  of  the 
President  may  be  infen-ed  from  the  report  of  the  Sccre- 
tarj'  of  War,  made  on  this  subject,  and  by  the  President 
communicated  to  Congress.  I  know,  sir,  that  a  conclu- 
sion might  be  drawn  u-om  the  silence  of  the  Executive. 
But,  on  so  momentous  a  question,  I  can  leave  nothing  to 
inference.  I  submit,  sir,  that  it  is  just  and  fair  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate  to  propound  a  direct  inquiry,  and  ob- 
tain from  him  a  direct  reply. 

After  some  further  discussion  on  the  form  as  well  as 
the  substance  of  the  resolution, 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tlie  ta- 
ble, to  give  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  an  opportunity 
to  modify  it  so  as  to  call  for  certain  specific  information  as 
to  the  Indian  intercourse  law  of  18U2;  but  the  motion  was 
negatived— 16  to  25. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  na\  s,  a^ 
follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Bur- 
net, Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  El- 
ba, Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King.  Kiiiprht, 
Livingiiton,  McKinley,  Marks,  Naudain,  Noble,  Poindex- 
ter,  llobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Tazewell,  Troup, 
Webster,  White,  Willey,  Woodbur>-. — 43. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Tyler.— 3. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Senate  tlien  took  up  the  following  resolut'.on  of 
Mr.  Giiv::(]>T,  as  modifed  by  Mr.  Livikostox,  viz. 

Bnotved,  That  the  select  committee  ci)pointed  on  tlie 
fifteenth  day  of  December  last  to  inquire  into  tlic  condi- 
tion of  the  Post  Ofliicc  Department,  are  not  authorized  to 
make  inquiry  into  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the 
Postmaster  General  to  make  any  removals  of  his  deputies^. 

Mr.  NOBLE  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
resolution;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  its  adoption, 
and  carried  in  tlie  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barhard,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dick- 
erson, Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell, 
Kane,  King,  Livingston,  Poindextcr,  Robinson,  Sanford, 
Smith,  of  Mil.,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Tazewell,  Troup,  TvWr, 
White,  Woodbury.— 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clavton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marks,  Naudain,  Noble, 
Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Se}mour,  Silsbce,  Webster,  Willey. 
— 2L 
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The  Senate  then  took  up  the  following^  resolution,  sub- 
mitted yesterday  by  Mr.  LivuresToir: 

**Reiohedt  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers, be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, a  system  of  civil  and  criminal  law  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  for  the  ornnization  of  the  courts  therein." 

On  this  resolution  a  debate  took  place,  which  lasted 
until  nesr  three  o'clock,  in  which  Messrs.  LIVINGSTON, 
CHAMBERS,  WEBSTER,  FOOT,  FORSYTH,  H AYNE, 
BIBB,  and  NOBLR,  took  part. 

After  so  lone  a  cUscussion,  the  debate  was  arrested  by 
Mr.  FOOT,  who  read  a  panupaph  from  Jefferson's  Man- 
ual, to  show  that,  after  an  adjournment  of  Congress,  no 
committee  could  «t  in  the  recess,  the  two  bodies  being 
diMotved.  He  mored  to  lay  the  resolation  on  the  table; 
vhich  motion  prevailed. 

Thuhsdat,  February  17. 
NATIONAL  ROAD. 

l^lr.  BURNET  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the 
(xovernor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  transmitting  a  law  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  State,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  tlie  preservation  and  repair  of  the  United  States' 
roAd"  within  the  limits  of  that  State. 

Mr.  B.  remarked,  that  the  first  section  of  tliat  law,  and 
the  first  clause  of  that  section,  declared  tliat  tlic  act  shoidd 
not  take  effect,  or  be  in  force,  until  tlie  consent  of  Con- 
grea  hid  been  obtained;  that,  by  the  general  provisions 
of  the  law,  the  Governor  was  autliorizea  to  erect  toll-gates 
within  the  State,  on  such  parts  of  the  road  as  have  been, 
or  might  hereafter  be,  finished,  at  distances  not  less  than 
twenty  miles;  that  the  law  established  a  rate  of  toll;  that  if  re- 
quired the  money  collected  to  be  pud  into  the  State  treasu- 
ry, and  kept  in  a  separate  fund,  to  be  called  tlie  United 
States'  Hosud  fund,  the  whole  of  which  was  to  be  expended 
in  the  repair  and  preservation  of  the  road,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever,  and  that  no  more  money  should  be 
collected  tlian  might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  He 
also  said,  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  every  individual  State,  were  secured  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law;  tliat  the  mail  was  to  pass  free;  that  all 
persons  in  the  service  or  employ  of  the  United  States,  or 
tither  of  them,  and  all  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  was  to  pass  free  of  toll;  and  tliat 
the  law  contained  provisions  for  the  punishment  of  persons 
who  mieht  be  detected  in  the  perpetration  of  malicious 
mischief,  injunous  to  the  road.  lir.  B.  moved  that,  for 
the  present,  the  document  lie  on  the  table,  and  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would,  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  law  which  he  had 
presented- 

The  act  was  accordingly  laid  on  the  table. 

PUNISHMENT  OF  CRIMES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF 

COLUMBIA. 

The  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  was  then  taken  up  for  a  third  reading. 

When  the  bill  had  been  read  through, 
.  Mr.  HAYNE  remarked  that  he  had  not  paid  that  atten- 
tion to  the  bill  which  would  justify  his  acting  upon  it.  He 
thought,  however,  that  he  heard  the  Clerk  read  a  clause 
Cm  the  12th  section)  making  it  a  penitentiary  offence  to 
send  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel.  He  asked  that  it  might 
apin  be  read. 

[After  the  reading  of  the  12th  section  of  the  act,  which 
nnks  duelling  «dth  forgery  and  other  infionous  crimes,] 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  no  advocate  of  duelling.  He  would 
be  very  glad  if  any  means  could  be  devised  to  put  an  end 
to  the  pracdce.  But  lus  experience  had  taught  him  that 
^cry  attempt  to  legislate  unreasonably  upon  that  subject 
^  only  tended  to  make  the  matter  worse.  To  class  it, 
u  the  present  bill  did,  with  the  crime  of  perjury  and  its 
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kindred  offences,  it  seemed  to  him,  would  be  productive  of 
more  evil  than  benefit.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
strict  of  Columbia,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  its  revisal  in 
this  particular. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  observed  that  there  was  another 
clause  in  the  bill  which  to  him  seemed  rather  extraordina- 
ry. It  was  that  w  hich  made  the  offence  of  gambling  punish- 
able by  confinement  in  the  penitentiary.  He  wished,  if 
the  biU  should  be  recommitted,  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  this  clause. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said,  the  cUuse  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Uatitz,]  that  of  duclfing, 
had  met  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  the  force  of 
some  of  the  objections  had  been  feh.  In  his  own  view  of 
the  subject,  the  most  objectionable  clause  was  that  in  rela- 
tion to  testimony  in  relation  to  duels,  where  witnesses 
were  called  upon  in  cases  of  prosecutions  for  duels.  He 
could  not  say  that  this  waa  entirely  reconcilable  with  his 
views  of  right;  but,  with  regard  to  classing  this  crime  with 
others  of  an  infamous  character,  it  was  conceived  that  the 
most  effectual  way  of  destroying  those  fatal  ideas  which 
honorable  and  high-minded  men  entertained  of  the  prac- 
tice, was  to  degrade  it,  and  place  it  on  a  level  with  crimes 
of  the  most  infamous  hue.  This  course,  it  was  believed, 
would  do  more  to  exterminate  tliis  fell  evil  from  the  land 
than  any  ot^r.  It  was  designed  to  asngn  it  that  low  and 
demded  rank,  in  crimes,  w£ch  shpuld  make  it  in&mous, 
and  tlius  save  the  honorable  and  high-mmded  portion  of 
mankind  from  participating  in  it.  It  was  evident  to  the 
committee  that  nothing  but  public  sentiment  could  correct 
this  great  evil;  and  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate  that 
the  provision  of  (he  bill  was  inexpedient,  it  would  be 
shown  b^  voting  for  its  recomnuttal. 

The  view  taken  by  tlie  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
[Mr.  Woodbvrt]  on  the  penalty  for  certain  kinds  of 
gambling,  also  deserved  some  consideration.  He.  could, 
however,  inform  that  gentleman  that  the  provision  was 
not  entirely  a  new  one.  He  instanced  a  case  in  his  own 
State,  (Maryland,)  where  an  individual  had  been  incarce- 
rated in  the  penitentiary  for  tliis  crime.  In  relation  to  the 
evidence  of  this  crime,  aUo,  it  was  well  known  that  it  was 
difficult  to  procure  it  by  any  other  means  than  through 
those  who  were  themselves  the  victims,  and  were  entrapped 
in  the  toils  of  tlie  gambler. 

Mr.  C.  said,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  recom- 
mit the  bill,  be  should  not  strenuously  oppose  it,  thou^^h 
he  thought,  as  the  subject  was  now  before  the  Senate,  its 
features  could  be  regulated  there. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  said,  in  reUtion  to  the  clause  which 
he  had  alluded  to,  that  of  making  gambling  a  penitentiary 
offence,  lie  would  only  remark,  that  in  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  and,  indeed,  in  all  tlie 
Eastern  States,  where  it  was  conceded  that  the  people  were 
as  strict  in  their  moral  views  and  feelings  as  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  the  crime  in  <^uestion  was  only  punishable  by  fine. 
It  might  be,  that  in  other  parts^  where  the  evil  was  more 
prevalent^  stronger  punishments  were  requisite.  Of  this 
he  would  not  pretend  to  judge;  though,  in  mqpt  of  the 
constitutions  of  the  Eastern  wnd  Northern  States  to  which 
he  had  adverted,  a  clause  was  inserted  declaring  that  no 
new  or  inwdinate  punishments  should  be  inflicted. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  that  he  was  not  an  advocate  for 
duelling. ,  He  referred  to  the  laws  of  the  several  States 
upon  the  subject;  to  those  of  New  York,  Virginia,  and, 
he  believed.  North  Carolina.  In  those  States  the  penalty 
for  duelling  was  disqualification  from  office;  and  officers 
were  required  to  take  an  oath  that  they  had  not  been,  and 
would  not  be,  engsged  in  a  duel.  This  was  as  far  aa 
any  of  the  States  went  in  their  enactments  on  the  subject. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maiybmd,  said  Mr.  P., 
must  be  aware  that  the  most  distin^shed,  the  most  honor- 
able, and  high-minded  men  in  this  or  any  other  country 
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had  been  involved  in  duels;  and  he  asked  if  there  was  not 
reason  to  fear  that  the  suppression  of  the  practice  would 
lead  to  a  worse  result,  the  introduction  of  the  stiletto.  If 
duelling  were  rendered  infamous  or  impracticable,  would 
not  men  find  it  necessary  to  wear  a  dirk  to  defend  them- 
selves from  insult?  If  a  man  of  independent  miiKl  and 
honorable  feelings  partook  of  none  of  the  characteristics 
of  a  bully,  he  would  still  defend  his  honor  at  any  hazard. 
He  asked  if  such  a  result  had  not  been  seen  in  Virginia, 
where  peindties  had'beeu  imposed  upon  the  practice.  He 
did  not  advert  to  that  State  with  any  feelings  of  disrespect; 
far  from  it;  for  there  were  men  who  held  it  creditable 
to  be  tenacious  of  their  honor.  But  he  believed  that 
the  enactment  of  severe  penalties  would  have  the  tenden- 
cy of  compelling  men  to  resort  to  the  knife  to  redress  their 
personal  wrongs.  In  legislating  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Congress  should  not  go  further  than  any  of  the  States 
have  gone.  He  was  in  any  event  opposed  to  ranking  this 
offence  with  the  most  infamous  of  crimes. 

Mr.  FREL1NGHUY3EN  said  he  should  oppose  the  re- 
commitment  of  this  bill.  If  no  other  consideration  had 
done  so,  the  remarks  'of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Poi.'tdbxtkh]  had  convinced  him  of  the  propriety 
of  its  provisions.  He  was  ready  to  grant  that  high-minded 
and  honorable  men  had  given  countenance  by  tiieir  exam- 
ple to  this  barbarous  usage.  But  would  any  man,  in  this 
age,  contend  that  it  was  essential  to  resort  tathc  pistol  or 
the  stiletto  to  avenge  personal  injuries?  He  approved  of 
this  bill,  and  this  mode  of  legislating  upon  this  subject.  It 
was  saying  to  these  high-minded  and  honorable  men,  if 
you  persist  in  this  infamous  practice,  we  must  show  you 
that  there  is  a  power  stronger  than  your  false  notions  of 
honor.  It  is  found  in  the  laws  of  your  country;  and  the 
result  of  your  perseverance  must  lead  to  disgrace,  degra- 
dation) and  infamy. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  was  about  to  state,  before  he  heard  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Poin- 
DvxTKB,]  what  his  own  experience  h?.d  taught  him  on  tliis 
subject.  In  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  the  only  way  to  put  down  the  practice  had 
been  found  to  be  to  brand  the  act  with  infamy.  Such 
measures  had  been  taken,  and  it  had  had  the  desired 
effect.  It  would  doubtless  have  the  effect  here;  for  when 
tlie  legfislators  of  the  counti-y  put  tlicir  seal  of  condemna- 
tion upon  it — when  the  youth  saw  that  their  fathers  and 
legislators  were  bent  on  putting  it  down,  it  would  soon 
grow  into  disrepute,  and  fall  under  the  predominance  of 
correct  sentiments.  In  trying  the  experiment  in  tlie  State 
of  New  Jersey,  it  was,  indeed,  found  necessary  to  show  that 
the  pains  and  penalties  enacted  against  the  offence  were 
meant  to  be  enforced.  But  when  tliis  was  discovered,  and 
tlie  brand  of  infamy  was  affixed  to  the  crime,  it  had,  in  a 
measure,  ceased  to  exist;  it  had  had  the  effect  of  correcting 
the  public  sentiment.  It  is  such  an  evil,  said  Mr.  F.,  as 
every  good  man  should  unite  his  influence  and  his  interest 
in  correcting.  Mr.  F.  said,  in  commencing  the  operation 
of  the  corrective  in  New  Jersey,  fears  of  some  of  the  evils 
predicted  by  the  gentleman  did  seem  to  be  Justified.  But 
now,  since  it  had  been  rendered  infamous,  if  the  crime  was 
ever  committed,  it  was  done  by  stealth  only. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said,  the  difficulty  here  encountered 
in  this  bill  was  a  proof  that  it  had  been  hastily  drawn,  and 
had  not  received  that  attention  and  digestion  which  it  re- 
quired. Of  this  he  was  before  fully  aware,  when  he  had 
submitted  his  proposition  of  yesterday,  which  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table.  He  had  not  intended,  however,  to 
have  interfered  with  the  progress  of  the  bill  by  making  a 
single  remark.  But  since  a  motion  had  been  made,  on 
which  he  must  give  a  vote,  he  would  make  a  few  explana- 
tory observations. 

•  Mr.  'L.  said  there  was,  perhaps,  no  subject  in  criminal 
iurisprudence,  on  which  so  many  inconsiderate  steps  had 
been  taken,  as  that  now  under  discussion.     Existing  laws 


punish  all  such  offensive  words  as  come  under  the  apperl- 
iation  of  libels  and  slanders,  but  not  those  minor  offences 
under  the  denomination  of  insults.  In  one  case,  the  per- 
son aggrieved  brings  his  suit  at  law;  in  the  other,  he  sends 
a  challenge.  The  reason  is  obvious;  for  these  arc  the  only 
remedies  in  his  power- 
Mr.  L.  here  introduced  a  letter  on  tliis  subject,  referring 
to  the  effects  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  an  advocacy  of  tiiat  policy  which  renders  duel- 
lists incapable  of  holding  office.  In  this,  Mr.  L..  said 
there  was  high  authority  for  the  belief  that  the  enactments 
of  Virginia  had  been  highly  beneficial.  Mr.  L.  said  he  dif- 
fered from  his  friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Foikoexteb,] 
in  the  idea  he  iiad  advanced  that  the  suppression  of  duel- 
ling would  introduce  tlie  use  of  the  stiletto.  It  was  not  in 
the  nature  of  the  American  people  to  resort  to  such  instru- 
ments. It  did  not  helong  to  them.  But  tliere  was  another 
evil  to  be  feared.  It  was  that  of  impunity;  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  testimony  in  cases  of  duels,  and  the  strong 
feelings  entertained  by  jurors  themselves  in  exculpation  of 
offenders.  The  reason  of  this  was  obviously  that  the  pu- 
nishment was  altogether  disproportionate  to  the  offence. 
Such  he  conceivca  to  be-the  case  in  the  present  bill.  Ifc 
would  favor  the  f>lan  of  disfranchising  offenders,  and  tlnis 
affecting  their  pride  and  ambition,  as  tl^e  surest  mode  of 
preventing  the  comniission  of  the  offence.  He  sliould 
therefore  vote  for  recommitting  the  bill. 

Mr.  TYLER  saixl,  he  confessed  he  had  not  before  un- 
derstood the  full  force  of  this  particular  provision  in  tlie 
bill.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  fully  persuaded  of  the  In- 
efficacy  and  inadequacy  of  all  legislation  upon  this  subject. 
The  iaea  of  preventing  duelling  by  punishments  was  a 
futile  one:  and  enacting  laws  providing  for  shutting  a 
man  up  in  the  penitentiary  for  the  offence,  was  an  absur- 
dity. Why,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  very  motive  of  the  offender 
laughs  at  your  bolts  and  bars;  ana  shall  he  be  deterred  by 
such  a  motive,  while  he  braves  the  hangmen's  halter? 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  FaEniccHrr- 
sEx]  had  attributed  the  decrease  of  the  practice  of  duel- 
ling in  his  State  to  the  enactments  of  the  Legislature;  Lut 
if  that  gentleman  would  seriously  reflect  upon  the  matter, 
he  believed  he  would  coincide  with  him  in  attributing-  tlie 
effect  to  a  deeper  cause  than  any  influence  of  law-  Ho 
must  also  reply  to  an  observation  of  his  friend  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  Fo'isDEXTEn,]  who  supposed  that  the  people 
of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
were  driven  to  the  use  of  the  stiletto  in  consequence  of  the 
enactments  against  duelling. 

[Mr.  POINDEXTER  explained.  He  believed  the  in- 
stances were  rare.] 

Mr.  T.  said  they  were  extremely  rare;  he  had  kitown 
of  norle  since  the  enactments  of  the  law  against  duelling. 
At  the  time  of  its  enactment,  such  anticipations  had  been 
harbored,  but  they  proved  to  be  mere  creations  of  the 
imagination.  No  such  results  had  flown  from  it.  The 
operation  of  the  law  bad  had  dh^ctly  the  opposite  eflect ; 
and  this  was  felt  by  those  whom  it  operated  on.  The 
fiery  spirit  of  the  South  would  sometimes  manife&t  itself; 
said  Mr.  T.,  in  their  young  men,  and  result  in  a  challenge 
to  fight  a  duel.  His  experience  taught^im  that  the  con- 
sequence was  a  greater  degree  of  urbanity  in  the  inter- 
course of  individuals,  and  he  could  safely  say  there  were  less 
personal  dIflSculties  or  broils  existing  in  the  circles  of  soci- 
ety among  his  constituents  than  could  be  found  elsewhere. 
He  could  attribute  it  to  no  other  cause  than  the  one  he  h? d 
adverted  to.  If  you  would  put  down  this  evil,  said  Mr.  T., 
think  not  to  do  so  by  means  of  punishments.  Attack  the 
standing  of  the  individuals  in  their  eligibility  to  office,  and 
you  come  nearer  to  the  root  of  the  offence.  He  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  that  to  shut  tl^e  door 
to  office,  honor,  and  emolument,  to  the  participators  in  the 
offence,  was  the  most  effectual  method  of  correcting  it.. 
Do  this,  and  your  work  is  accomplishetl. 
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Mr.  T.  said  he  should  hare  been  willing  to  bare  let  the 
prorision  stand  in  tlie  bill  aa  it  was  reported,  but  it  cer- 
tiinly  went  further  than  he  was  aware  of. 

Mr.  CHAMBKRS  said,  from  his  present  mtuation  in  re- 
btioii  to  this  bill,  be  felt  somewhat  embarraaaed  and  re- 
strained in  relation  to  his  action  upon  it.  The  question 
certainly  involved  a  g^eat  principle;  and  rn  order  that  the 
views  of  gentlemen  might  oe  deliberately  made  and  calmly 
expressed,  in  order  to  give  ample  time  for  its  considera- 
tion, he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Tiie  motion- was  agreed  to;  and* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  went  into  (he 
consideration  of  executive  business;  and,  after  soipe  time 
spent  therein. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

FbIDAT,    PlwBftUART  18. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  BURNRT  asked  and 
sbtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  dcolarinr  tlie  assent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  AaaembTy  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  therein  recited;  which  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred. 

Hr.  WOODBURY  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
rev,  introduce  a  joint  resolution,  relative  to  a  subscription, 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  a  stereotype  edition  of  the 
hvK  of  the  United  States. 

GENEKAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

The  sixtli  amendment  was  as  follows: 

"For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  an  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary;  for  the  saUries  of  a  secretary 
of  legation;  of  a  drogoman  and  a  student  of  languages  at 
Constantinople,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  le» 
gition,  174^000;  tliat  is  to  say,  for  the  outfit  of  an  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  |i9,000;  for 
sakry  of  the  same,  $9,000;  for  salary  of  a  secretary  of  le- 
g3ition,  $2,000;  for  the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  $2,500;  for 
the  salary  of  a  student  of  languages,  $1>^00;  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  legation,  $50,000. 

{"For  compensation  to  the  commissioners  employed  in 
negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte. 

"To  Charles  Khind,  an  outfit  of  $4,500,  deducting 
tljerefrom  whatever  sum  may  have  been  paid  to  him  fdr 
his  personal  expenses. 

"To  Charles  Rliind,  David  Offley,  and  James  Biddle, 
&tthe  rate  of  $4,500  per  annum  for  the  time  that  each  of 
them  was  engaged  in  the  said  negotiation. 

"  For  compensation  to  (he  commissioners  employed  on 
a  former  occasion  for  a  simibir  purpose. 

"To  Waiiam  M.  Crane  and  David  Offley,  at  the  rate 
of  f4,500  per  annum  fi>r  the  time  that  each  of  them  was 
engaged  in  the  said  negotiation."] 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  part  above 
inchided  in  brackets,  and  this  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate 
vhich  occupie<l  the  Senate  until  past  foui*  o'clock,  in  the 
course  of  which  allusion  was  made  to  the  Panama  mission, 
ami  the  power  of  tlie  President  ^denied  to  appoint  com- 
nlrsioners  to  conclude  a  treaty  without  submitting  to  the 
Senate  the  appointment,  fur  confirmation,  at  the  next  ensu- 
ing session  after  the  appointment.  The  gentleman  who 
participated  in  tlie  debate  were  Messrs.  Tazbwxi.l,  Chax- 
Bzii^,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Bsll,  Kaiti,  Kive,  and  Saw- 
roiD. 

To  give  an  opportunity  for  W[r.  TAxswiett  to  reply  to 
gentlemen  opposed  to  his  motion  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  amendment  before  noticed. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


Satubiiat,  FaBftUAftT  19. 

The  Chair  presented  a  letter  from  William  A.  Davis,  of 
Washington,  HI  which  he  proposes  to  furnish  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  seven 
volumes,  including  those  relating  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  various  treaties  made  by  the  United  States 
with  foreign  Powers,  as  well  as  with  the  Indians,  at  twenty 
dollars  per  set,  or  x>ne  thousand  copies  at  eighteen  dollars 
per  set;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  B AHNARD  presented  two  memorials  f^om  upwards 
oT  five  hundred  citizens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  praying  that  the  duties 
on  foreign  iron  may  not  be  reduced  or  rescinded;  wWch 
was  referred. 

THE  TURKISH  NEGOTIATION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  general  appropriation  bill-^the  question  being 
on  Mr.  Taxiwsll's  motion  to  strike  from  the  sixth  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  Finance  the  compensation  pro- 
posed for  the  negotiation  of  th6  Turkish  treaty. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  but,  with 
his  consent,  Mr.  ELLIS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  going  into  the  considera- 
tion of  executive  business. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  »Ur}'land,  remarked,  that  there  would 
be  no  money  to  meet  demands  at  the  treasury  until  the 
bill  passed. 

Mr.  ELLIS  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  KANE  then  submitted  an  smiendment,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: 

To  strike  out  the  items  proposed  by  Mr.  TAiawtti.  to 
be  stricken  out,  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following: 

**To  the  persons  heretofore  employed  in  our  inter- 
course with  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  further  sum  of  $15,000» 
in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $25,000,  appropriated  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse." 

Mr.  ELLIS  then  renewed  his  motion;  and  the  bill  and 
amendments  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  tlie  Senate  went 
into  secret  session,  and  remained  with  closed  doors  until 
the  hour  of  adjournment. 

MOHDAT,  FbBRUABT    21. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.'  HATNE  rose,  and  remarked,  that,  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session,  the  message  of  the  Presiaent  of 
the  United  States  contained  a  clause  relative  to  internal 
improvements,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
that  subject.  His  object  in  rising  at  this  time  was  to  ask 
of  the  chairman  of  that  committee  whether  the  comnuttee 
would  make  a  report  on  the  subject  during  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Improvements)  nid  he  could  only  reply,  [he  had 
heard  the  gentleman  firom  South  Carolina  indistinctly]  that 
he  could  n(»t  say  whether  the  committee  would  report  or 
not  at  this  session.  He,  for  one,  was  not  In  favor  of  sub- 
mitting an  abstract  report  on  the  subject.  At  the  instance 
of  the  Senator  irom  Virginia,  ^Mr.  Ttub,]  the  matter  had 
been  referred  to  the  committee  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man, and  he  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman  could  give  the 
Senate  more  information  on  the  subject  than  it  was  in  hia 
power  to  do. 

Mr.  TYLER  said  he  was  of  opinion  it  was  due  to  the 
Premdent  to  make  some  response  on  the  subject  named, 
which  had  been  noticed  in  his  message.  He  himself  had 
devoted  considerable  time  in  the  preparation  of  a  report 
on  the  subject,  which  he  had  intended  to  present  to  the 
Senate;  and  he  remarked,  on  the  importance  of  a  direct 
answer  to  the  message  of  the  Preudent.  There  was  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  draft  of  a  report,  which  had  been 
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prepared  by  him,  would  hare  been  iatisfactory  to  the 
Senate,  and  to  the  people.  He  had  received  the  c(H>pera- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Miuimppi  [Mr.  PoinDsxTsa] 
in  the  committee,  though  that  gentleman  and  himself  being 
in  the  minority,  they  had  been  overruled.  He  felt  this 
explanation  due  to  himself.  Whether  a  report  would  be 
made,  must,  then,  of  course,  depend  on  the  majority  of 
the  committee.  He  had  taken  this  opportunity  to  shake 
off  all  responsibility,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned. 

Mr.  DUDLEY  said  that  the  gentlenun  from  Virginia 
was  correct  in  what  he  had  stated.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, sanction  the  report  prepared  by  that  gentleman,  and 
was,  for  himself,  of  opimon  that  it  would  be  better  for 
the  committee  to  make  no  report  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HAYKE  suggested,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
committee,  that  when  they  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
not  to  make  a  report,  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  move 
to  be  dischargea  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  a  motion  like  the  one  just  stig- 
eested,  he  might  probably  have  made,  but  for  his  opinidn 
that  it  would  lead  to  a  debate,  tedious  and  unprofitable. 
He  had  no  disposition  unnecessarilv  to  consume  the  time  of 
that  body.  There  were  matters  for  conwderation  before 
the  committee,  which  he  thought  were  of  more  importance, 
and  should  have  the  preference.  If  any  member  of  the 
committee  chose  to  make  the  motion  suggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  certainly  he  should  not 
object  to  It. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  said  he  had  carefuHy  examined 
the  draft  of  a  report  before  referred  to,  prepared  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia)  [Mr.  Ttlxb,]  and  he  felt  it  due 
to  himself  to  say  that  he  coincided  with  the  views  of  that 
gentleman,  as  expressed  in  the  report.  The  question  of 
constitutionality  was  not  dwelt  upon  in  it:  it  had  reference 
to  the  expediency  of  involving  the  nation  in  a  debt  w^hich, 
in  lus  opinion,  could  never  be  paid.  The  influence  which 
such  an  extensive  Executive  patronage  would  have  upon 
the  institutions  of  the  country  was  also  noticed.  By  rea- 
son of  the  objections  of  t}ie  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  DuDLXT,]  the  committee  had  not  agreed  upon  a  re- 
port. Ko  report  would  be  made,  therefore,  unless  that 
gentleman  would  concur  with  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  on  him,  in  consequence,  would  the  responsi- 
bility rest. 

Mr.  p.  (no  other  gentleman  rising  to  speak)  then  re- 
marked that  there  was  some  business  of  a  confidential 
nature  left  unfinished  at  the  time  of  adjournment  on  Sa- 
turday, and  he  would  now  move  to  go  into  the  considera* 
tion  of  executive  business.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  the 
Senate  sat  with  closed  doors  until  near  fodr  o'clock;  when 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TrSSDAY,  F7.BJtVABT  22. 

THE  TURKISH  COM^HSSION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  lS3l;the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Tazswkll,  and 
as  further  proposed  to  be  amended  by  Mr.  Kaxs,  being 
the  pending  question. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows:  ' 

If  I  had  consulted  mv  feelingfs,  rather  tlian  my  sense  of 
duty,  I  certainly  should  not  have  made  the  motion  1  did  a 
few  days  since,  by  which  the  discusnon  then  commenced 
has  been  produced.  In  this  discussuon,  the  infirmity  un- 
der which  I  labor  prevented  me  at  that  time,  and,  I  fear, 
will  still  disable  me,  from  doing  justice  to  the  subject. 
But,  as  I  have  commenced  the  taisk,  (however  laborious 
and  even  painful  it  must  be  in  my  present  situation,)  I  will 
now  endeavor  to  complete  it,  confiding  in  the  Senate, 
who  well  know  how  1  am  connected  with  this  matter,  and 


who  witness  my  present  condition,  to  pardon  this  ungrate- 
ful obtrusion  upon  their  attention. 

In  moving  to  expunge  that  portion  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee,  which  goes  to  Provide  for 
the  payment  cf  **  an  outfit  and  salaries"  to  « the  camm^ 
noners,"  appointed  as  well  by  the  late  as  bv  the  present 
President,  « *  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte," 
I  stated  most  expbcitly  tliat  it  was  not  my  purpose  to 
deny  to  these  persons  the  money  which  the  committee 
proposed  to  award  as  compensation  for  the  sersrices  tliey 
were  supposed  to  have  rendered;  but  that  my  object 
was  to  express,  in  this  manner,  my  own  decided  disappro- 
bation of  what  bad  been  done  in  this  behalf,  as  weU  as  of 
the  mode  in  which  this  remuneration  was  now  proposed 
to  be  awarded  to  them.     I  said,  that  if  a  bill  having  for 
its  object  the  compensation  of  tiiese  persons*  should  be 
introduced  into  the  other  House,  where  it  ought  to  origi- 
nate, and  should  receive  the  sanction  of  tliat  body,  such 
a  bill  would  meet  my  cordial  support  here,  even  if  it 
siiould  bestow  upon  thc^se  individuals  more  than  the  com- 
mittee  proposed  to  allow  them  by  their  amendment.  This 
explicit  declaration,  repeated  more  than  once,  I  had  sup- 
posed, would  have  protected  me  against  the  imiwitation 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  SAxroan,]  which  was 
strongly  irnpl! ed  in  the  question  he  propounded,  when  he 
so  emphatically  asked  if  1  meant  to  claim  to  the  United 
States  the  full  benefit  of  the  labor  and  time  of  these 
persons,  and  deny  to  them  any  equivalent  therefor.     To 
this  question,  thus  asked,  1  will  again  answer  with  equal 
emphasis.  No.     It  is  not  my  wish  to  refuse  to  these  men 
one  single  cent     So  fitr'from  it,  inconsiderable,  nay, 
doubtful,  as  I  believe  the  benefits  to  be,  which  they  are 
supposed  to  have  rendered,  yet  I  will  go  hand  in  hand 
with  the  Senator  from  New  York,  or  any  other,  in  award- 
ing for  their  service,  not  a  mere  quantum  meruit^  but  a 
liberal  and  an\ple  aUowaiice  for  all  their  time  and  all  their 
labor,  nay,  even  for  their  honest  tliough  mistaken  eft'orls 
in  this  regard. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  must  take  the  hberty  of  sig- 
nifying to  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York  the 
very  wide  distinction  (which  to  my  own  mind  is  quite  ob- 
vious) between  such  a  voluntary  award  of  compensation 
to  those  who  intended  well  and  acted  honestly,  and  voting 
an  appropriation  of  money,  upon  the  application  of  the 
Executive,  in  redemption  of  the  faith  of  the  State,  said 
to  be  pledged  by  those  who  I  cannot  agree  had  any 
authority  so  to  commit  it.  One  would  be  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  debt,  of  a  demand  of  strict  justice*  which, 
although  Congress  may  have  the  physical  power,  tliey 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  refuse.  I'hc  odier  is  a  meie 
application  to  our  equity,  not  addressing  itself  in  any 
way  to  our  pi  ghted  fidth.  One  is  a  common  exercise 
of  our  power  of  appropriation,  connected  witli  nothing 
but  the  special  merits  of  the  particular  case,  and  consti- 
tuting no  obligatory  precedent  for  any  other  even  of  a 
like  kind.  iTie  other  is  a  direct  sanction  of  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  an  unconstitutional  act  of  the  Executive,  and 
a  voluntary  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  c^  its 
rights  and  privileges.  One  mode  of  proceeding  would 
furnish  to  the  other  House  all  tlie  facts  existing  in  the 
case,  and  necessaij  to  a  correct  exercise  of  their  di&^crc- 
tion  over  it.  I'he  other  is  well  calculated  to  nuslead 
that  body,  by  holding  out  the  idea  that  the  appointment 
of  the  persons  for  whom  compensation  is  tlius  provided, 
has  received  tlic  confirmation  of  the  Senate;  and  that  tiic 
public  faith  is  thereby  pledged  to^award  to  tliem  the 
allowance  customary  upon  such  occasions. 

The  Senate  cannot  fail  to  understand  the  broad  differ- 
ence between  the  two  cases;  and,  whatever  may  be  their 
opinion  of  the  correctness  of  the  principles  upon  which 
this  distinction  depends,  they  will  nevertlielesa  see  in  the 
distinction  itself  the  reasons  for  the  course  I  am  dispose  J 
to  pursue.     This  course  will  lead  me  to  co<#pci\itc   w  11- 
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lingly  with  the  most  liberml,  in  awarding  coropensaition  to 
these  iodiTiduala  for  what  they  have  done,  whenever  that 
nibject  shall  be  brought  properly  before  me,  but  will  not 
permit  me  to  vote  one  cent,  in  the  mode  now  here  pro- 
posed 

If  any  Senator,  said  Mr.  T.,  shall  concur  with  me  in 
the  opinion  I  have  thus  ezpreased,  that  the  power  which 
has  been  exercised  by  the  President  upon  this  occasion 
is  not  granted,  but  forbidden  to  him  by  the  constitution, 
and  tlut  its  exercise  has  been  in  flagrant  violation  of  the 
lights  and  privileges  of  thb  body,  conferred  upon  it  for 
the  visest  purposes,  then  I  know  that  my  motion  will  re- 
ceire  support  But  if  a  niajonty  of  the  Senate  shall  dif- 
fer with  me  in  this  opinion,  it  will  be  rejected,  as  it  ou^ht 
to  be.  In  any  event,  however,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction 
of  biiaging  this  much  vexed  question  to  a  conclusion. 
Presented  as  it  now  is,  it  must  be  decided  one  way  or  the 
other.  There  exists  no  mode  of  eluding  it.  It  is  the 
conriction  of  this,  which  gives  to  the  present  discussion 
all  tiic  interest  it  lias  fair  me;  and  which  alone  could  have 
induced  roe  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
at  this  time. 

It  has  now  been  so  long  sioce  I  presented  to  the  Senate 
a  statement  of  tlie  facts  existing  in  tliis  case,  out  of  which 
the  questions  I  mean  to  discuss  arise,  that  it  seems  neces> 
vuy  to  preface  what  I  have  to  say  by  a  brief  recital  of 
tiiem  again,  that  none  may  suppose  1  am  about  to  waste 
yoor  time  by  an  idle  dissertation  upon  some  mere  abstract 
propotition,  which,  whether  true  or  false,  is  of  little  con- 
sequence to  the  country.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
Senate  will  favor  me  with  their  attention,  while  I  repeat 
the  statement  formerly  given. 

Between  the  Ottoman  empire  and  the  United  States  no 
political  connexion,  or  diplomatic  relation  of  any  kind, 
ever  existed,  from  the  hour  which  gave  birth  to  this  re- 
public as  an  independent  sovereignty,  until  the  year  1829. 
It  is  true,  ineffectusd  attempts  were  Diade  to  establish  such 
reiations  and  connexions,  by  both  the  Adamses  while  they 
presided  in  our  Government.  But  ihe  effort  of  the  elder 
Adams,  although  approved  by  the  Senate,  failed,  by  rea- 
fOQ  of  the  r«ruisal  of  the  minister  appointed  by  him  to 
ttcept  Ills  appointment,  and  the  subsequent  abandonment 
of  this  scheme  by  tiiose  with  whom  it  originated.  And 
the  secret  efSbrts  uf  the  late  President  to  establish  such 
rehtions,  without  the  adi'ica  or  knowledge  of  the  Senate, 
^  failed,  far  reasons  recently  disclosed  to  this  body,  to 
vhich  I  win  not  now  make  any  further  allusion.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  desires  of  these  Presidents,  how- 
ever, the  £ict  b  undoubted,' as  1  have  stated  it  to  be,  that 
until  the  year  1829  there  never  was  any  connexion  or  re- 
htio]i  betwteo  the  United  States  and  tlie  Sublime  Porte. 
Qore  than  now  exists  between  the  former  and  the  empires 
uf  China  and  Japan. 

In  this  state  of  things,  on  the  12th  day  of  September, 
1829,  and  during  the  recess  uf  the  Senate,  the  present 
President  caused  letters  patent  to  he  expedited  from  the 
Department  of  State,  signed  by  1m  own  proper  hand,  and 
uithenticated  by  the  great  seal  of  the  United  States, 
whereby  he  commissioned  the  three  persons  named  in  the 
^lulment  proposed  by  the  committee,  to  be  commis- 
*»oners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  thereby 
tndowed  them  with  plenipotentiary  powers  to  negotiate 
>  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the  Oltonmn 
Porte. 

1  beg  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind  tliat  this  authority  was 
not  conferred  upon  these  persons  by  any  private  letter 
or  warrant  written  by  a  Secretary,  and  intended  for  their 
own  guidance  and  guvernance  merely  { but  that  it  purports 
to  be  g;ranted  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  himself,  is  conimu- 
"'Cated  to  them  by  letters  patent,  under  his  own  signa- 
^u^,  authenticated  by  the  great  seal  of  the  United  Slates, 
*^r«assedlo  all  whom  they  might  concern,  designed  tu  be 
exhibited  to  the  inspection  of  a  foreign  sovereign,  aiyd  to 


be  cxdianged  against  similar  powers  to  be  granted  by 
him  to  others  who  might  equally  possess  his  confidence. 
To  whomsoever  this  seal  was  sliown,  it  proved  itself. 
When  recogpnised  by  any  sovereign,  it  entitled  those  who 
bore  the  commission  it  autlienticated,  to  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities  accordeil  to  the  ministers  of  any 
potentate  on  earth;  and  authorized  them  to  pledge  the 
faith  and  lionor  of  this  nation  to  IhQ  performance  of  any 
act  within  tlie  scope  of  the  full  power  it  purported  to  be- 
stow. This  is  the  character  oi  the  commission  gi  anted 
by  the  President  upon  the  present  occasion,  a  copy  of 
which  is  now  upon  our  files. 

In  pursuance  of  this  commission,  and  of  the  instructions 
that  accompanied  it,  Mr.  Rhind,  one  of  the  commission- 
ers, proceeded  from  New  York  (where  he  then  wss^  to 
Constantinople.  The  other  two  commissioners  were  alrea- 
dy near  the  scene  of  action;  one  of  tliem  being  the  com- 
mander of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  sea,  and  the 
other  a  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  resident 
at  Smvma.  Arrived  at  ConstantiiMiple,  Mr.  Rhind  ex- 
liibited  his  commisuon  to  the  Sultan,  was  received  and 
accredited  as  the  representative  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  proposal  to  negotiate  a  treaty  was  accepted.  Other 
ministers,  clothed  with  equal  authority,  were  then  appoint- 
ed by  tlie  Turkish  monarch,  to  confer  with  him  upon  this 
subject.  They  met,  exchange  their  powers,  and  began 
the  business  of  negotiation.  This  was  terminated  by  a 
treatv,  which,  although  it  bears  date  early  in  May,  1830, 
1  will  presently  show  was  not  concluded  until  several 
weeks  afterwards. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  met  on  tlie  first  Monday 
in  December,  1829,  and  continued  in  session  until  the  last 
Monday  (being  the  31st  day)  of  >Uy,  1830.  During  this 
whole  period,  no  information  cf  these  appointments  Was 
ever  communicated  to  this  body,  nor  were  they  at  any 
tunc  consulted,  in  any  form  whatever,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  instituting  tliis  mission.  The  message  of  the  President 
to  both  Houses,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  in  announcing  |liat  a  treaty  had  been  entered 
into  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  gave  the  first  intimation  to 
any  Senator,  that  any  negotiution  had  ever  been  had  witli 
that  Power. 

Such  are  tlie  facts  existing  in  this  case,  as  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  well  knows;  and,  by  these  facts,  tliese 
two  questions  are  presented:  Did  the  President  possess 
any  authority  to  institute  such  an  original  mission  during 
the  recess,  and  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate?  And  if  lie  did,  was  it  not  his  bounden  duty  to 
havcuominated  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  session  the 
persons  he  Itad  so  appointed  during  the  recess? 

The  amendment  ottered  by  the  committee,  proposing, 
as  it  does,  to  give  **an  outfit  and  sabries"  to  these  **  com- 
missioners*' tlius  appointed,  is  a  direct  affirmation  of  the 
President's  authority  so  to  appoint  them,  and  an  appro- 
bation of  his  course  in  witldiolding  all  knowledge  of  tlicir 
appointments  from  the  Senate.  Then,  the  proposition 
invulved  in  my  motion  is,  will  the  Senate  sanction  this  usur- 
pation of  authority,  wliich  has  been  thus  exercised  in  fla- 
grant derogation  of  their  rights?  This  is  the  question; 
and  it  is  \ain  for  us  to  seek  to  hide  it  from  ourselves.  A 
power  has  been  exerted  by  the  President,  without  our 
advice  and  consent;  and  he  now  comes  here,  asking  an 
appropriation  of  mone\\  as  the  pledge  of  our  acquiescence 
in,  and  approbation  of,  tliat  wliich  he  has  so  done.  Ought 
we  to  g^-ant  the  application  which  has  this  object?  I  pray 
tlie  Senate  to  consider  tlic  matter  well,  before  they  agree 
thus  voiuntarUy  and  forever  to  surrender  th^jr  highest 
privilege,  conferred  upon  them  by  the  constitution  for  tlie 
wisest  purposes. 

Before  1  undertake  to  examine  the  questions  I  liave  stat- 
ed, letjne  call  the  attention  of  the  SciKite  tj  tJie  nature 
and  character  of  uliat  is  supposed  by  s'lme  to  be  tlic  **  tri- 
fling*' power  which  h.-xs  been  exerted  upon  tjiis  occasion. 
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If  the  President  alone,  without  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  may  originate  a  roission  toa  State  with  which 
we  have  never  before  bad  any  political  connexion  or  di- 
plomatic intercourse,  all  must  concede  that  he  may  com* 
pound  that  mission  of  what  materials  he  may  think  proper. 
If  he  may  despatch  one  minister,  he  has  the  same  autho- 
rity to  send  three,  as  he  has  done,  or  five,  as  was  done  in 
the  ne^tiations  at  Ghent,  or  so  many  more  as  he  may 
think  fit.  The  same  power  he  possesses  to  send  ministers, 
he  must  abo  possess  to  accompany  them  with  such  and*so 
many  secretaries,  interpreters,  students  of  langtiag^es,  and 
other  attaches,  as  in  his  discretion  he  m&y  iudg^e  useful  to 
his  new  lection.  And  if  he  may  appoint  all  these,  doubt- 
less he  may  contract  with  all  and  each  of  the  members  of 
this  newly  recruited  corps  diplomatique,  as  to  the  quan- 
tum of  the  compensation  to  be  paid  for  their  services. 
Thus  he  willjiave  an  unlimited  power  to  pledge  tJie  pub- 
lic revenue  to  any  extent  he  may  choose.  We  shall  then 
have  these  strange  anomalies  in  our  Government,  that  the 
President,  who  cannot  touch  one  cent  even  of  liis  own 
salary  without  tlie  consent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
may,  nevertheless,  by  his  own  act,  properly  create  any 
charge  upon  the  treasury  in  favor  of  another  which  he 
may  think  proper^  and  although,  as  to  our  long  establish- 
ed and  approved  diplomatic  connexions,  the  President 
must  not  enlarge  the  establishments  fixed  by  Congress, 
yet,  as  to  all  new  relations,  his  own  discretion  is  the  only 
check  upon  his  own  will. 

Nor  is  this  all.  If  the  President  alone,  without  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  originate  a  new  mis- 
sion to  Turkey,  a  Power  ^ith  which  the  United  States 
never  had  any  political  connexion  or  dipl9matic  relation, 
he  certainly  must  have  the  same  authority  as  to  any  other 
State.  Then,  the  moment  the  Senate  adjourns,  Ike  may 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  Mr^  Uhind,  contained  in  one  of 
the  letters  now  on  your  table,  which  has  been  read,  and 
despatch  a  troop  of  diplomatists  to  Armenia,  and  another 
to  Peritia,  on  missions  to  which  I  am  very  confident  the 
Senate  would  never  give  their  advice  or  consent.  If  the 
matter  should  end  here,  although  Ij  and  the  very  few 
others  who  still  think  as  1  do,  might  regret  this  unexpect- 
ed extension  of  Executive  patronage,  and  useless  waste 
of  the  public  treasure,  yet  it  would  not  be  productive  pro- 
bably  of  much  other  positive  mischief  at  present.  But  it 
might  not  end  here. 

Sir,  we  live  in  strange  times.  Revolutions  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  dismemberment  of  ejnpires,  events,  which 
formerly  were  almost  of  as.  rare  occurrence  in  the  politi- 
cal world,  as  those  terrible  convulsions  of  the  natural 
world,  which  sometimes  have  shaken  to  its  centre  the 
globe  we  hihabit,  have  of  late  become  quite  comnnon  in- 
cidents. We  now  feel  surprise  if  our  newspapers  do  not 
furnish  us,  daily,  with  the  details  of  some  sanguinary' civil 
conflict,  of  some  new  change  in  long  established  Govern- 
ments, or  of  some  divulsionof  ancient  States  and  empires. 
Old  dominions  are  almost  hmn*ly  tottering  to  their  down- 
fall, and  new  sovereignties,  springing  from  their  ruin,  ai'e 
claiming  to  be  recogiiised  as  independent  members  of  the 
great  family  of  nations.  At  such  a  season  as  this,  while 
the  tliunder  rolls  and  tlie  lightning  gleams  in  the  distance 
only,  it  becomes  us  to  look  well  to  the  ship  in  which  onr 
all  is  embarked.  Our  coimtry  expects  every  man  to  do 
his  duty;  arid  the  first  duty  she  enjoins  is  a  faithful  observ- 
ance of  the  mandates  of  her  constitution.  If  the  Presi- 
dent alone,  without  consulting  either  House  of  Congress, 
may  institute  an  original  mission  to  Turkey,  so  he  may  to 
Greece,  to  Egypt,  to  Belgium,  or  to  Poland.  Now  we 
u\\  know,  not  only  whataiightbe,  but  certainly  would  be, 
the  result  of  this.  It  would  be  just  cause  of  war;  and  the 
United  Stiites  would  at  once  be  involved  in  that  dreadful 
conHict  which  seems  but  to  wait  the  return  of  spring  to 
dcluye  F.urope  once  more  with  blood,  and  to  threaten  the 
rtpojc  of  all  Christendom,  perhaps  of  aH  the  world.    Here, 


then,  would  be  another  anomaly  in  our  Government;  for 
while  Congress  alone  is  authorized  by  the  constitution  to 
declare  war,  by  the  mere  exercise  t>f  this  "  trifling"  pover 
of  despatching  a  minister  to  a  new  Sftate,  the  Presdent 
alone  would  be  authorized  to  bring  about  that  very  state 
of  things  which  the  wise  authors  of  that  instrument  cer- 
tainly intended  to  commit  to  tlie  discretion  of  Congress 
only. 

Such  is  the  nature,  and  such  may  be  the  eflTects,  of  the 
**  trifling"  power  that  has  been  exerted  by  the  Preodent 
upon  tliis  occasion,  and  which  we  are  now  asked  to  ap- 
prove, to  sanctify,  and  so  to  perpetuate  in  him  and  lus 
successors.  Let  me  not  be  told,  as  has  been  more  than 
insinuated  by  some,  that  this  vast  power  wiH  be  lodged  in 
the  discretion  of  the  President;  and  that  we  should  have 
so  much  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  vhtue  of  this  offi- 
cer, as  to  believe  that  the  power  will  not  be  abused  or 
exercised  indiscreetly.  Sir,  I  never  have  had,  and  I  never 
can  have,  so  much  confidence  in  any  President,  as  willingly 
to  confide  to  his  unchecked  discretion  any  important 
power,  witli  even  a  hope  that  it  vill  not  be  abused.  It  is 
in  tJie  nature  of  man  to  covet  power,  and  to  abuse  thit 
which  he  has,  in  order  to  acquire  more;  and,  of  all  forms 
of  Government,  this  elective  monarchy  of  ours  is  least 
calculated  to  repress  tliis  natural  proclivity  of  its  tempo- 
rary chief,  especially  if  he  desires  to  retain  his  place  for 
another  term.  Confidence  in  the  discretion  of  their  Ex- 
ecutive 1ms  ever  been  the  bane  of  republics,  firom  the 
earliest  day;  and  I  speak  in  the  spirit  of  our  own  consti- 
tution when  I  say  that,  instead  of  such  confidence,  it  in- 
culcates distrust  in  every  line.  Under  the  influence  of 
this  spirit,  1  denied  the  claim  to  this  identical  power,  when 
it  was  asserted  by  the  immediate  predecessor  of  the  pre- 
sent incumbent  of  the  Presidential  chair;  and  under  the 
same  influence  I  now  deny  it  to  him.  In  the  discreet  ex- 
ercise of  all  the  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  the  comli- 
tution,  he  ever  has  had,  tad  ever  shall  have,  my  sincere 
and  cordial  support;  but  whenever  he  oversteps  the  limit 
there  prescribed,  I  will  oppose  his  lawless  acts  with  the 
same  zeal  and  freedom  I  have  ever  heretofore  manifested 
upon  other  like  occasions.  Has  he  done  so  in  the  instance 
before  us?  .This  is  the  question,  to  which  I  now  invite 
tlie  attention  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  some 
as  to  the  inherent  powers  supposed  to  be  enjoyed  by  ttiis 
body,  or  bomc  other  departments  of  this  Government,  I 
think  we  must  all  agree  that  the  Executive  has  no  siich 
inherent  or  undefined  authority..  All  his  powers  iriiirt 
be  derived  under  some  express  grant  contained  in  the  con- 
stitution. Inherent  power  in  him  woidd  be  but  a  courtly 
term  to  denote  prerogative;  and  the  exercise  of  any  un- 
granted  authority  by  him  is  nothing  else  than  mere  usiir- 
pation.  Let  us  then  turn  to  the  charter,  and  see  if  that 
contains  the  concession  of  any  such  power  as  has  been 
hero  exerted. 

It  is  tiMC  that  the  first  section  of  the  second  article  of  tlic 
constitution  vests  in  the  President  «*  the  Executive  power;" 
and  equally  true  that  the  power  which  has  been  exercis- 
ed upon  this  occasion,  is  properly  an  Executive  power. 
Therefore,  if  there  was  no  other  proviaon  in  the  consb- 
tution  upon  the  subject  than  this,  no  doubt  wotild  exist 
that  the  President  was  authorized  to  do  that  which  he  has 
done.  But  the  constitution  does  not  stop  here.  Very 
soon  after  this  general  grant  of  the  Executive  power,  and 
in  the  next  section  of  the  same  article  which  contains  the 
grant,  the  constitution  proceeds  to  check  and  restrain  the 
power  so  grantetl,  by  prescribing  the  manner  in  which 
alone  the  President  must  exercise  it.  Thus,  in  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  second  section  of  this  same  second  artic)c,it 
declares  tiiat  •♦  he  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  tlie  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur:**  and  then,  that "  he 
shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
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the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  ambassadors,  other  public  minis- 
ters and  consuls,  judg^es  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments 
are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be 
established  by  law."  Hence  it  is  obvious,  that,  although 
the  Executive  power  is  vested  in  the  President  alone,  he 
is  expressly  inhibited  from  making  treaties,  (if  indeed  that 
is  an  Executive  power,)  or  appointing  to  any  office  of  the 
United  States,  (which  certainly  is  such, )  without  the  ndvice 
and  consent  of  l^e  Senate.  But  the  officers  in  auestion 
never  have  been  nominated  to  ^he  Senate,  nor  nas  this 
body  advised  or  consented  to  their  appointment  in  any 
way;  therefore,  the  act  of  the  President  in  conferring 
these  appointments  without  the  concurrence  gf  the  Senate 
can  derive  no  sanction  or  support  from  this  part  of  the 
constitution. 

If  this  act  can  be  justified  at  all,  its  justification  must  be 
MMjght  for  in  the  next  paragraph  of  this  same  section, 
which  declares  that  **  the  President  shall  have  power  to 
fill  ap  all  vacancies  tliat  may  happen  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  expire 
at  the  end  of  their  next  session."  This  i.T  Ae  only  part 
of  the  constitution  which  has  affinity  to,  or  connexion 
with,  the  power  in  question.  Let  me  then  inquire  whe- 
ther the  desired  justification  can  be  foimd  here. 

The  general  rule  is  such,  as  I  have  read  it  from  the  con- 
stitution, that  appointments  to  office  must  be  made  by  the 
President  "by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate."  Under  this  rule,  the  Prendent  alone  has  no 
more  authority  to  appoint  without  nominating  tor  the  Se- 
nate, than  the  Senate  have  to  advise  the  appointment  of 
one  not  nominated  by  him.  The  exception  to  this  rule  is 
contained  in  the  clause  I  have  just  read.  But  to  bring 
the  case  within  the  purview  of  this  exception,  and  so  to 
take  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  rule,  these  three  things 
must  occur:  There  must  be  a  vacancy — ^this  vacancy  must 
bare  happened — and  this  happening  must  have  taken 
place  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Unless  all  these 
things  concur,  the  President  can  find  no  support  for  the' 
power  he  has  exera^ed,  in  this  exception.  Now  I  under- 
take to  show  that,  instead  of  the  concurrence  of  all  these 
events,  not  one  of  tliem  existed  on  the  12th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1829,  when  these  appointments  were  mpde  by 
the  President  alone. 

Mr.  President,  as  this  constitution  was  certainly  intend- 
ed by  its  authors  to  be  exhibited  to  the  people,  to  the  end 
that  it  might  be  read  and  understood  by  them,  in  order 
that,  when  understood,  if  approved,  it  might  be  adopted 
hy  theiD,  I  have  ever  believed  that  the  true  rule  of  con- 
struing it  was  to  give  to  all  ita  familiar  terms  their  pbpu- 
liu  si^ification  at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  In  that  sense, 
such  terms  were  probably  first  used;  in  that  sense,  th^y 
)<^ere  certainly  afterwards  understood;  and,  being  adopted 
in  that  sense,  their  signifieation  should  ever  afterwards  re- 
loain  unchanged.  If  this  is  not  so,  then  indeed  is  the  con- 
stitution •*  a  mere  nose  of  wax,"  which  may  be  pressed 
into  any  shape,  not  only  by  designing  and  ambitious  states- 
men, but  by  every  drivelling  philologist  op  moon-stinick 
metaphysician  who  may  choose  to  amuse  himself  by  a  dis- 
sertation upon  the  ever-varying  meaning  of  words. 

Trying  the  provision  I  am  now  considering  by  this  rule, 
I  ask  of  every  honorable  Senator  here  present,  if  any 
doubt  ever  did  exist  among  the  people  of  the  State  he 
'ppfescnts,  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  terms  "  vacancy  in 
office."  Throughout  our  whole  land,  their  meaning  was 
»nd  is  the  same.  Every  where,  and  at  all  times,  except  in 
yonder  public  edifices,  they  have  been  considered  as  de- 
"^ng  an  actually  existing  office,  which,  having  been 
once  filled,  by  some  cause  has  afterwards  lost  its  incum- 
b<^nt,  and  is  so  made  vacant.  The  idea  of  actual  vacancy, 
in  mere  possible  offices,  which  never  had  been,  and^ever 
J^'glit  be  filled,  is  much  too  subtle  to  have  been  suggested 
by  the  wisdom  ^hich  dictated,  and  much  too  refined  for 


the  common  sense  thi^t  adopted,  this  constitution.  Original 
existing  vacancy,  in  non-existing  and  merely  potential 
offices,  like  original  sin,  is  a  mystery.  Faith  in  revelation 
may  oblige  us  to  adopt  the  belief  of  the  latter,  but  each 
surpasses  the  powers  of  unaided  human  reason;  and  if  we 
yield  assent  to  the  former,  like  good  CatTiolics  we  must 
say,  Credo  jut  a  imponaihik^st. 

If,  however,  any  doubt  could  exist  as  to  tlie  meaning 
of  this  term  "vacancy,"  when  reg^ded  alone,  all  such 
doubt  must  vanish  when  we  examine  its  context,  and 
consider  it  in  connexion  with  the  other  words  with  which 
we  find  it  here  associated  in  the  constitution.  According 
to  these,  it  is  not  every  vacancy  which  the  President  may 
fill  up  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  but 
such  vacancies  only  as  "may  happen;"  and  which  may 
happen  too  "during  the  recess  of  the  Senate."  Now, 
according  to  the  common  signification  of  the  term  happen, 
it  is  never  applied  to  denote  certain  events,  but  it  is 
applicable  to  denote  such  occurrences  only  as  casualty 
may  produce,  which  are  therefore  eitlier  unforeseen,  pr  if 
seen,  as  possible  in  themselves,  are  quite  uncertain  us  to 
the  time  of  their  occurrence.  We  should  not  speak 
reverently  certainly,  should  we  say  that  the  sun  happens 
to  rise,  or  that  the  tides  happen  to  change.  There  is 
nothing  fortuitous  in  these  events;  they  are  foreseen, 
-foreknown,  and  lAust  occur,  until  it  pleases  Him  who  has 
so  ordained,  to  change  the  order  of  his  own  providence. 
With  as  little  propriety  might  we  say  that  our  chief 
magistracy  happens  to  be  elective,  or  the  tenure  of  our 
judicial  offices  happens  to  be  during  good  behavior. 
These  things  too  are  pre-ordained,  and  must  exist  while 
the  constitution  remains  unaltered.  Yet  we  may  well 
say  of  the  death,  resignation,  removal,  or  disability  of 
an  officer,  tliat  it  happens;  because,  even  where  the  event 
is  certain,  the  time  of  its  occurrence  is  unknown  and 
uncertain. 

But  if  we  could  refer  this  term  "happen,"  which 
denotes  casualty  only,  to  the  occurrence  or  events  pre- 
ordained by  the  constitution  itself,  still  the  happening  of 
such  Events  must  take  place  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  to  enlarge  the  general  power  of  the  President. 
Then,  if  we  coiild  adopt  as  real  this  mere  vision  of  ex- 
isting vacancy  in  non-existing  but  possible  offices,  we 
should  not  aid  him  muv  h  by  such  a  subtle  refinement. 
For  even  if  the  office  always  existed  potentially,  it  was 
always  actually  vacant,  until  it  was  once  filled;  and  who 
can  properly  affirm  of  such  an  original  and  eternal 
vacancy,  that  it  Iwppened  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
rather  tlian  during  its  session  ?  Unless  it  happened  during 
the  Recess  of  the  Senate,  however,  the  President  has  no 
power  to  fill  it  up  without  their  advice  and  consent. 

Mr.  President,  this  question  is  much  too  important,  as 
I  have  shown,  I  think,  forme  to  permit  it  to  rest  even 
hire.  What  I  have  said,  I  should  consider  as  sufficient 
upon  anv  ordinary  occasion;  but  I  will  endeavor  to  make 
it  so  pliiin,  that  there  shall  not  remahi  a  loop  whereon  to 
hang  a  doubt. 

It  is  a  sound  and  obvious  rule  for  the  construction  of 
every  insti'ument,  that  where  the  same  words  are  repeated 
in  it,  they  must  always  receive  the  same  interpretation. 
Therefore,  whenever  we  can  fix  their  signification  be- 
yond doubt,  m  any  one  instance,  that  meanmg  must  ever 
afterwards  be  attacl^ed  to  them,  when  they  again  occur, 
unless  the  context  shall  plainly  sl)0w  that  they  were  used 
in  a  different  sen^e.  Now  an  inspection  of  the.  constitu- 
tion will  show  that  the  words  used  in  the  clause  I  am 
now  examining,  have  been  used  twice  before  in  the  same 
instrument.  They  are  there  used,  too,  under  circumstances 
which  defy  doubt  as  to  their  signification;  arid  their  true 
interpretation  has  been  fixed  and  settled,  not  only  by  the 
decisions  of  this  body,  but  by  the  uniform  and  unvarying 
practice  in  all  the  States,  from  the  year  1789  to  this 
hour.     In  this  practice,  every  one,  and  at  all  times,   lus 
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acquiesced;  and  if  there  can  be  any  thine  settled  under  a 
written  constitution*  it  is  the  meaning  of  these  words. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  very  first  article  of  the  consti- 
tution to  create  a  House  of  Representatives  as  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  legislative  department.  Therefore, 
in  the  first  part  of  the  second  section  of  that  article,  it 
prescribes  the  rule  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  which 
this  House  shall  consist;  and  by  whom,  and  for  what  term, 
this  number  shall  be  chosen.  Having  thus  provided  a 
full  and  complete  House  of  Representatives,  the  authors 
of  the  instrument,  foreseeing  that  casualty  might  vacate 
the  seats  so  filled,  and  this  during  the  term  for  which  their 
incumbents  had  been  elected,  proceed  in  the  fourtli 
paragraph  of  the  same  section  to  provide  for  such  events, 
oy  these  words,  "  when  vacancies  happen  in  the  represen- 
tation from  any  State,  the  Executive  authoiity  tliereof 
shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies/'  Here 
then  is  an  office  created  by  the  constitution  itself,  which 
the  Executive  of  every  State  is  imperiously  required  to 
fill  in  the  mode  prescribed,  whenever  vacancy  shall 
happen  in  it.  Then,  the  moment  this  constitution  was 
adopted,  there  was  not  a  merely  possible  office,  but  one 
of  actual  existence,  as  to  the  filling  of  which  no  discretion 
existed,  provided  this  original  vacancy  could  be  consider- 
ed as  refeiTed  to  by  the  terms  I  have  read,  fiut  never  did 
any  Governor  of  any  State  conceive  Uiat  this  provision 
gave  to  him  any  auUiority  to  issue  writs  of  election  to 
supply  these  original  vacancies.  No  such  example  exists; 
and  such  a  procedure  would  be  so  obviously  absurd,  that 
any  Governor  who  should-  have  attempted  it,  would  have 
been  considered  as  deserving  a  straight  jacket.  Yet  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  Executive  of  any  States  by  the 
words  here  used,  is  preciseljr  that  conferre'd  upon  the 
President,  by  the  same  words,  in  the  case  to  which  I  have 
before  referred. 

So,  too,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
are  directed  b^  this  constitution  to  be  chosen  for  two 
years.  Biennially,  then,  all  the  seats  in  that  House  are 
made  vacant  by  the  constitution  itself.  Here,  then,  are 
actual  vacancies  in  established  offices,  that  have  been 
once  filled.  But  no  Governor  of  any  State  has  ever  felt 
himself  authorized  to  issue  writs'  of  election  to  fill  even 
these  vacancies.  And  why?  Because  all  sudi  vacancies 
being  caused  by  the  constitution  itself,  were  tlierefore 
foreseen  and  foreknown,  and  cannot  properly  be  said  to 
happen.  Hence  they  are  referred  to  the  general  rule, 
and  not  to  the  exception,  which  applies  to  casualties  only. 

Again:  The  constitution  having  provided  a  House  of 
Hepresentatives,  next  proceeds  to  provide  a  Senate,  as 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legblature.  This  is  done  by 
the  third  section  of  tlie  same  article.  This  section  com- 
mences, as  in  the  other  case,  by  declaring  of  what  number 
the  Senate  shall  consist,  and  by  whom,  and  for  what  term, 
the  members  shall  be  chosen.  Having  thus  provided  a 
full  and  complete  Senate,  ttie  authors  of  the  instrument, 
foreseeing  that  vacancies  might  occur  during  the  term 
prescribed,  in  the  seats  once  filled  for  that  term,  pro- 
ceed, in  the  next  paragraph  of  this  section,  to  provide 
for  supplying  such  vacancies,  by  these  words,  <<if  vacan- 
cies happen,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the 
recess  or  the  Legislature  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof 
may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies." 
Here,  again,  we  have  original  vacancies  in  offices  created 
by  the  constitution.  To  these  vacancies  no  Governor  of 
any  State  ever  presumed  to  make  any  temporary  appoint- 
ment, because  they  were  original  vacancies,  and  therefore 
were  not  embraced  by  tlie  words  of  this  exception. 

Here  also  are  presented  the  cases  of  other  vacancies, 
occurring  after  tlie  place  has  been  once  filled,  produced 
not  by  any  casualty,  but  by  the  foreseen  and  foreknown 
efflux  of  time.  Our  journals  show  us  two  attempts  by 
the  Governors  of  States  to  supply  vacancies  of  this  sort. 


One  is  the  case  of  Mr.  Johns,  from  Delaware;  the  other 
that  of  Mr.  Lanman,  from  Connecticut  In  both  these 
cases,  the  seats  were  vacated  by  the  efflux  of  the  time  for 
which  their  former  incumbents  had  been  elected.  In 
each  case  the  Legislature  of  the  State  had  made  an  inef- 
fectual eflfort  to  appoint  a  successor,  but  bad  failed,  not 
being  able  to  agree  in  a  choice.  After  the  adjournment 
of  the  Legislatures,  the  seats  being  still  vacant,  the  Gover- 
nors undertook  to  fill  theih  by  temporary  appouitments. 
But  in  both  cases,  upon  the  exhibition  of  the  credentials 

S anted  to  these  gentlemen,  the  Senate  refused  to  permit 
em  to  qualify,  because  the  Governors  of  these  States 
had  no  autnority  to  make  temporary  appointments  to  such 
vacancies  as  these. 

Here,  then»  is  a  second  example  of  the  occurrence  of 
tite  same  terms,  where  their  meaning  is  not  only  obvious 
from  the  context,  but  has  received  the  solemn  and  re- 
puted sanctions  of  this  bodv  itself.  This  mraning,  so 
fixed  and  ascertained,  is  found  to  be  in  exact  skccordance 
with  the  signification  attached  to  the  same  words,  in  the 
former  case.  Then,  who  can  doubt  as  to  the  meaning^  of 
the  same  terms  when  they  next  occur,  in  the  clause  to 
which  I  first  adverted?  Here,  too,  the  fraraera  of  the 
constitution,  having  prescribed  a  rule  for  all  appointments 
to  all  offices,  ^and  required  that  Uiey  should  be  nuhde  by 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Semite,  foreseeing  that  iracancies  might  afterwards  happen 
in  Uiese  offices  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  when 
the  public  exigencies  might  nevertheless  require  such 
vacancies  to  be  filled  up,  wisely  and  providently  gave  to 
tlie  President  alone  the  power  of  filling  up  aU  such 
vacancies.  But  they  had  no  more  idea  of  giving  to  the 
President  alone  the  power  of  creating  offices  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  than  they  had  to  give  to  the  Kxecu- 
tives  of  the  different  States  power  to  issue  writs  of 
election  to  fill  original  vacancies  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, or  to  grant  temporary  appointments  to  supply 
such  vacancies  existing  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  let  me  present  the  subject  to  the  Senate 
under  another  aspect.  Whatever  (UfTerences  of  opinion 
may  exist  as  to  the  origin  of  our  different  offices,  I  think 
we  must  all  agree  that  the  power  of  the  Pre&dent  is  the 
same,  in  re^ird  to  appointments,  to  them  sdl.  1"be 
constttution,  in  authorizing  him  to  nominate,  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  to 
all  offices,  draws  no  distinction  in  the  mode  <rf'app<nntinent 
to  any;  and  bis  separate  power  over  all  \acaneies  which 
happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate  is  the  same,  no 
matter  what  may  be  the  origin  or  nature  of  the  ▼acsint 
cffice.  Then,  if  liis  power  over  all  is  the  same  in  both 
cases,  let  us  examine  the  different  subjects  to  which  this 
identical  power  may  be  applied,  and  periiaps  we  may  so 
discover  the  nature  of  the  power  itself. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  some,  there  are  three 
different  species  of  offices  referred  to  in  the  constitution: 
such  as  are  created  by  statute — ^such  as  are  created  by  the 
constitution  itself— and  such  as,  being  established  by  the 
usages  of  nations,  are  merely  recognised  by  the  constitu- 
tion. Most  of  our  domestic  executive  offices  are  exaimplea 
of  the  first  kindi  the  Chief  Justice,  and  his  aasociaites  oi 
the  Supreme  Court,  are  examples  of  the  second;  and 
ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  are 
instances  of -the  last.  Now  with  respect  to  all  offices  ol 
the  first  class,  that  is  to  say,  offices  created  by  statute,  it 
is  very  obvious,  that  original  vacancies  in  these  can  never 
occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Because,  as 
these  offices  derive  their  existence  from  a  statute,  which 
statute  can  only  be  enacted  during  the  sesnon  of  the 
Senate,  and  as  these  offices  when  thus  created  must  be 
vacant,  all  original  vacancies  in  statutory  offices  must 
occur  during  the  sesaon,  and  not  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate.  Consequently,  the  President  can  have  no  power 
,to  fill  up  such  vacancies. 
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There  ne?er  has  been  but  a  single  instance  of  an  at- 
tempt  by  sny  President  to  fill  up  toch  vacancies  during 
thi'  recess  of  the  Senate.  This  attempt  was  promptly 
met  by  the  Senate,  who,  not  content  with  rejecting  the 
nomiaations  afterwards  made  of  the  military  otiicers  who 
bad  l>eea  so  appointed,  referred  the  subject  to  a  commit- 
tee. Their  report,  presenting,  as  it  does,  a  clear  and 
somul  exposition  of  this  part  of  the  constitution,  and  an 
ible  vindication  of  the  violated  rights  of  the  Senate,  re- 
ceived the  confirmation  of  this  body,  whose  views  were 
aftenv-ards  assented  to  by  the  Executive,  as  we  all  know. 
Then,  no  doub^  exists  thiat  the  President  alone  has  no  au- 
thority to  make  un  original  appointment  to  any  statutory 
olBce. 

The  offices  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  the 
only  description  of  offices  of  the  second  kind.  These 
offices  arc  created  by  the  cotiHtitution  itself,  and  arc  there- 
by required  to  be  filled  up.  Here  then  is  tlie  case  not  of 
potential,  but  of  actual  offices;  not  of  possible  offices  tliat 
my  or  may  not  be  required  to  be  filled  up,  but  of  ejsist- 
In^  offices  ordered  by  the  constitution  itself  to  be  supplied 
with  incumbents.  Yet,  President  Washiog^ton,  during 
whose  term  these  offices  were  all  so  vacant,  and  thus  con- 
tinued for  a  lonff  time,  never  thought  that  he  possessed 
the  power  to  fUl  them  up,  until  after  the  enaction  of  the 
judiciar)  biw;  and  did  so  then  only  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  first  obtained. 

N*or  coidd  he  have  done  otherwise.  For  until  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  of  Congress,  how  could  he  know  what 
ijuraber  of  judges  to  appoint-^ what  would  be  their  sala- 
ries—where  tliey  were  to  convene-^what  might  be  the 
duties  required  of  them— or  what  the  rule  to  regulate  their 
process  and  proceeding— nay,  by  what  other  means  could 
the  court  liave  been  supplieid  with  a  clerk,  a  marshal,  or 
any  other  ministerial  officers,  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  proper  performance  of  their  functions?  It  would  have 
been  as  absurd  for  the  PrcMdent  to  have  made  the  ap- 
pointment of  judges  before  the  enaction  of  this  statute, 
w  It  would  have  been  for  the  Governor  of  a  Stite  to  have 
issued  writs  of  election  before  the  Legislature  of  such 
State  liad  passed  the  laws  necessary  to  give  effect  to  that 
prorision  of  the  constitution  which  required  the  members 
01  ti»e  House  of  RepresenUtivcs  to  be  chosen. 

In  aftertime,  when  none  of  these  difficulties  existed, 
^  the  number  of  tlic  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  was 
jncrcased,  although  the  new  judge,  whenduly  appointed, 
hke  his  associates,  was  in  under  the  constitution,  yet  it  was 
conceded  on  «U  lianda  that  the  office,  although  required 
by  the  constitution,  was  establislied  by  the  law?  and, 
wicrefore,  becoming  vacant  during  the  session  of  the 
Senate,  the  President  could  not  fill  this  vacancy  during 
«»e  recess,  but  must  make  the  first  appointment  to  it,  only 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  this  body. 

When  we  thus  see  that  the  President  cannot  make  an 
W'^inal  appointment  to  any  office  created  either  by  sUtute 
Of  by  the  constitution,  because  the  vacancies  in  such  offices 
<^not  properly  be  sftid  to  happen  during  the  recess  of 
ia«  Senate,  is  it  fair  to  argue  that  he  has  authority  to 
"tokc  such  appointments  to  the  other  class  of  offices  which 
are  established  not  by  statute  but  by  usage  merely,  and 
»hich  are  not  required,  but  merely  recognised  by  the 
constitution  as  of  possible  use?  Does  not  every  argument 
ypbcablc  to  the  case  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  apply  abortion  to  these  offices?  Of  how  many 
nwnisters  must  the  new  mission  consist — who  and  of  what 
uiaracter  ahall  be  the  attaches  to  the  legation— what  shall 
be  the  compensation  allowed  to  any  of  the  mission — and 
for  what  term  may  they  hold  their  offices?  All  these  are 
questions  which  must  be  decided  before  such  appoint- 
menu  can  properly  be  made;  and  the  decision  of  each  of 
^esc  questions  by  the  President  alone  is  forbidden  by  the 
constitution  in  tenns. 
And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  will  offer  a  suggestion  to  the 
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Senate,  which  upon  my  mind  has  always  had  much  influ- 
ence. It  is  not  more  the  object  of  this  constitution  to 
create  and  confer  power,  than  it  is  to  check  and  restrain  the 
authorities  which  it  grants.  No  important  authority  is 
thereby  granted  to  any  department  of  this  Government, 
unless  it  is  limited  and  guarded  in  its  exercise,  by  some 
means  or  other.  Speaking  generally,  the  judiciary  can 
establish  no  rule  which  the  Legislature  may  not  abrogate, 
can  pronounce  no  decree  which  the  Executive  may  not 
refuse  to  execute.  The  Executive  can  do  no  act,  against 
which  the  judiciary  may  not  relieve,  which  the  Legisla- 
ture may  not  annul,  or  to  which  they  may  not  refuse  to 
give  effect.  The  Legislature  itself  can  enact  no  law  with- 
out the  assent  of  the  Executive,  and  which  is  not  subject 
to  the  revision  of  the  judiciar)*,  whenever  it  comes  in  con- 
flict with  the  constitution.  And  the  States,  in  virtue  of 
the  rights  resen-ed  by  them  as  parties  to  the  original  com- 
pact, may  watch  over  and  control  the  joint  or  several  ac- 
tion of  all  and  each  of  the  departments  of  this  Government, 
so  as  that  none  may  pass  beyond  its  prescribed '  limits. 
Now  can  any  one  believe,  that  in  such  a  system,  so  intend- 
ed and  so  contrived,  it  ever  was  designed  to  confer  the 
vast  power  which  has  been  exerted  upon  this  occasion, 
(which,  as  I  have  shewn,  touches  and  influences  our  best 
and  dearest  interests,)  to  the  uncontrolled  discretion  of  the 
President  alone?  The  plain  langfuage  of  the  constitution 
(as  1  think  I  have  now  proved)  repudiates  any  such  idea^ 
and  if  this  language  was  even  doubtful,  the  spirit  which 
dictates  every  line  of  that  instrument,  ought  to  suffice  to 
solve  any  such  doubt. 

I  have  heard  a  single  case  suggested,  to  which  (as  it 
seems  to  present  a  difficulty  to  the  minds  of  some)  I  must 
beg  leave  to  pay  a  little  attention.  I  have  heard  it  asked, 
if  the  President  may  not  fill  up  any  vacancy  but  one  that 
happens  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  what  would  be 
the  condition  of  the  country,  if  an  office,  which  the  pub* 
lie  g^od  requires  to  be  filled  immediately,  should  become 
vacant  by  death  or  otherwise,  happening  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate,  and  which  event  could  not  be  made 
known  to  the  President  until  af\er  our  adjournment?  To 
this  question  I  have  several  answers  to  give,  either  of 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  quite  satisfactory. 

The  first  is,  that  it  is  an  extreme  c:\se,  which  mxist  be 
of  very  rare  occurrence,  and  the  very  necessity  of  which, 
whenever  it  shall  exist,  may  well  excuse  the  President  for 
acting  tipon  it,  even  without  any  direct  authority  so  to  do. 
But  we  should  be  veiy  cautious  how  we  eive  assent  to 
that  species  of  argument,  which  would  inter  the  legality 
of  authority  in  ordinary  cases,  from  mere  silent  acquies- 
cence in  its  exercise,  when  und^r  the  pressure  of  extraor- 
dinary circumstances.  I  certainly  would  not  censure  any 
President  for  m&king  a  temporary  appointment  during 
the  recess,  in  this  supposed  case,  even  if  I  thought  he  had 
no  authority  so  to  do,  provided  he  laid  such  an  appoint- 
ment before  the  Senate  afterwards.  I  have  no  idea,  how- 
ever, of  having  even  necessary  medicine  administered  to  me 
for  my  daily  bread;  or  of  applying  this  hard  law  of  State 
necessity,  which  will  override  the  constitution  itself^  to 
such  ordinary  transactions  as  the  case  before  us,  in  which 
this  plea  of  immediate  necessity  cannot  have  the  slightest 
application. 

My  second  answer  is,  that,  according  to  a  ftir  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  the  President,  in  my 'Opinion,  has 
authority  g^ven  to  him  to  fill  up  such  a  vacancy  during  the 
recess.  Sir,  as  in  all  human  transactions  we  can  reason 
only  from  what  we  know,  and  know  but  little  of  facts  ex- 
cept through  evidence,  we  are  renerally  constrained  to 
substitute  Uiis  evidence  for  the  fact  it  tends  to  establish. 
It  is  this  imperfection  of  our  nature  which  often  prevents 
us  from  regarding  as  facts  what  are  not  shown  to  us  to  be 
such,  and  obliges  us  to  assert  the  truth  of  what  is  satisfac- 
torily proven,  although  the  fact  so  established  may  be  most 
fiUse.     Hence,.!  think  it  fiiir  to  say  that  a  vapincy,  not 
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known  lo  exist,  does  not  exist  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  I 
the  constitution;  and  when  known,  it  does  exist,  and  not 
until  then,  be  that  when  it  may.  If  any  Senator  should 
die  during^  the  session  of  the  JLeeialature  of  the  State  he 
represented,  but  the  fact  of  his  ueath  could  not  be  com* 
raunicated  to  that  Legislature  while  it  continued  in  session, 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Executive  of  the  State  might 
supply  this  vacancy  by  a  temporally  appointment.  I  say 
this,  in  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  whose  obvious  pur- 
pose it  is  to  keep  the  seats  in  this  House  always  filled  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  here  represented,  where 
they  have  an  opportunity  to  fill  them,  but  by  temporary 
appointments  from  the  Executive  of  these  States,  in  uil 
cases  where  the  Legislatures  have  had  no  such  opportu- 
nity. And  the  parallel  is  perfect,  I  think,  between  the 
power  of  tJie  Executive  of  a  State  in  one  case,  and  tlmt  of 
the  President  in  the  other. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  now  presented  to  the  Senate  my 
views  of  the  constitution,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  matter 
before  us.  If  I  am  right  in  these  views,  all  must  agree 
with  me,  that  the  power  exercised  by  the  President  upon 
this  occasion  was  without  warrant,  and  therefore  unlaw- 
ful; tliat  it  is  a  manifest  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
Senate;  and  if  the  act  was  done  with  tliat  view»  it  is  a  fla- 
grant usurpation  of  their  constitutional  powers.  I  feel 
Terr  confident  tliat  no  one  here  will  controvert  a  single 
position  I  have  stated.  I  have  advanced  nothing  new,  but 
have  merely  repeated  the  arguments  wtiich  I  urged  liere 
in  1826,  during  the  discusmon  of  the  memorable  Psnama 
subject,  when  this  identical  question  arose,  and  was  fully 
examined.  Upon  that  occasion,  I  was  met  by  Senators  of 
great  ability,  who,  instead  of  controverting  this  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  sought  to  avoid  it,  by  relying  up- 
on what  they  called  the  precedents.  The  same  course 
may  possibly  be  pursued  again.  It  is  proper,  tlierefore, 
that  I  should  present  some  suggestions  to  the  Senate  upon 
this  subject  also. 

Sir,  from  the  first  moment  I  was  capable  of  forming  an 
opin'on  for  myself  upon  any  political  question,  until  this 
hour,  1  have  always  raised  my  roice  against  that  sort  of 
argument,  which,  in  a  Government  founded  upon  a  written 
constitution,  seeks  to  infer  authority  for  the  governors 
from  their  own  practices.  The  argument  (if  indeed  it 
deserves  such  a  name^  is  not  fair;  for,  M'hile  it  claims  the 
benefit  of  all  affirmative  cases,  it  ajlows  no  weight  to  those 
which  are  negative  merely.  The  omission  to  exert  any 
power  for  a  century,  although  opportunities  fit  and  proper 
for  its  exercise  may  have  hourly  occurred  during  all  that 
time,  weighs  not  as  even  tlie  dust  in  the  balance  agunst  its 
actual  exertion  in  a  single  instance.  The  argument  is 
dangerous,  too,  in  the  extreme.  The  SRUillest  fissure  un- 
intentionally made  in  the  constitution,  during  the  darkest 
hour  of  some  drowsy  midnight  session,  to  let  in  some 
pigmy  case,  too  insignificant  to  attract  or  to  merit  atten- 
tion, by  the  force  of  this  argument,  is  soon  widened  and 
made  a  horribly  yawning  crevasse,  through  which  a  flood 
must  one  day  rush  in  to  deluge  our  fair  land.  Deeds  done 
in  momenta  of  high  party  excitement,  or  during  the  hour 
of  danger  to  the  State,  when  the  safety  of  the  people  is 
the  supreme  law,  by  the  foi-ce  of  this  argument  become 
the  parents  of  similar  acts,  in  other  and  different  tiroes. 
It  was  thus  the  dictatorship  was  made  perpetual  in  Rome; 
and  the  same  means  cannot  fail,  in  time,  to  produce  some 
such  calamitous  event  here.  It  shall  never  have  any  force 
with  me.  Thus  far,  and  no  farther,  am  I  willing  to  allow 
any  weight  to  tlie  argument  founded  upon  precedents 
merely.  When  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution 
are  of  doubtful  import,  and  questions  arising  under  such 
provisions  have  been  fully  and  openly  examined,  so  that 
the  people  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  understand  their 
bearing  and  influence,  the  deetsion  of  all  such  questions, 
if  afterwards  acqiuesced  in  generally,  I  shall  be  disposed 
to  respect (  not,  however,  as  conferring  power,  but  as 


simply^ declaratory  of  the  true  construction  of  an  ambigu- 
ous part  of  tiie  constitution,  under  which  constitution  alone 
power  can  ever  be  properly  claimed. 

In  this  case  there  exists  no  occasion  for  these  cautions 
and  reservations.     During  the  discussion  of  the  Panama 
subject,  we  looked  into  all  the  precedents.     Every  cstse 
of  any  ori^nal  appointment,  made  by  a  President  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  from  the  first  establishment  of 
this  Government  to  that  day,  was  then  laid  before  us,  in  sl 
document  that  now  remains  on  our  files.     Each  of  these 
cases  was  tlten  carefully  examined;  and  it  is  such  an   ex- 
amination which  justifies  me,  I  think,  in  saying  that   not 
one  of  them  can  properly  be  considered  as  a  precedent  for 
that  which  we  are  now  examining.      It  is  true  that  a  su- 
perficial examination  of  some  of  tiiese  cases  may  seera  to 
justify  a  different  opinion.     But,  if  any  one  will  take  the 
trouble  of  tracing  such  cases  to  their  origin,  and  will  in- 
form himself  of  tlie  state  of  things  existing  at  the  time  of 
their  occurrence,  I  repeat,  that  not  one  of  them  will  be 
found  to  apply  here-     I  will  not  fatigue  the  Senate  by  a 
reference  to  these  cases  now:  their  true  character  and  his- 
tory was  given  in  the  debate  upon  the  occasion  referred 
to;  and  to  that  debate,  now  of  record  in  your  Register,  1 
refer  all  thoKfr  who  may  feel  any  wish  to  consult  it.     Our 
journals  furnish  ns,  however,  with  four  cases,  which  hare 
a  bearing  so  direct  upon  the  matter  now  before  us,  that  1 
will  take  tlte  liberty  to  state  them. 

The  first  of  these  occurred  during  the  administration  of 
Mr,  Jefferson,  who,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  un- 
dertook to  make  an  original  appointment  of  a  minister  to 
Russia;  to  which  court  we  had  not  before  sent  any  minis- 
ter. The  nomination  of  this  minister  was  afterwards  laid 
before  the  Senate  when  they  convened,  accompanied  by  a 
long  letter  of  the  President's,  setting  forth  the  reasons 
which  had  induced  him  to  make  such  an  appointment. 
The.Senate  considered  the  subject  very  maturely,  it  seems, 
and  finally  refused  to  give  their  consent  to  the  appoint* 
ment.  This  scheme  was  then  abandoned;  nor  was  it  re- 
sumed for  many  years  afterwards,  until  it  was  revived  by- 
Mr.  Madison,  acting  then  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  I  refer  to  this  case,  to  sh<nr  the  idea 
then  entertained  by  the  Senate  as  to  their  right  to  be  con- 
sulted by  the  President  in  all  cases  wherein  it  was  propos- 
ed to  establish  new  diplomatic  relations  with  any  nation 
with  which  none  such  had  previously  existed;  and  to  show 
the  acquiescence  of  the  Executive  in  this  determination. 

The  next  case  occurred  in  1814,  when,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  and  **JiagranU  belhy**  President  Madi- 
son sent  three  adcUtional  ministers,  to  onite  in  the  negoti- 
ations at  Ghent,  with  the  t«x  others  previously  appointed 
by  him,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tlie  Senate. 
I'liese  appointments  wei*e  laid  before  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session,  when  the  exereise  of  this  power  by  the  Prea- 
dent,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  called  IbrtlT  that 
able  and  eloquent  pretest  against  it,  which  was  submitted 
by  Mr.  Gore,  then  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
which  I  read  to  tlie  Senate  when  I  Urst  addressed  them. 
It  is  true,  this  protest  was  never  acted  upon  definitively*. 
But  we  all  remember  the  state  of  things  then  existing'; 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Senate,  in  avoiding  any  decide  n  of 
this  matter  at  tliat  time,  manifests  most  distinctly  \«'bat 
was  the  opinion  then  entertained.  If  the  naajonty  had 
even  doubted,  this  protest  would  have  been  rejected  at 
once.  But,  as  its  adoption  would  have  been  higlily  Inex- 
pedient at  that  crisis  in  our  affairs,  and  its  rejection  would 
have  been  an  abandonment  of  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  Senate,  they  very  prudently  postponed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.  ' 

Next  comes  the  case  of  the  new  republics  in  Sotith 
America.  Every  body  knows  what  was  the  state  of  public 
sentiment  upon  this  subject.  Mr.  Monroe,  the  President, 
was  beset  on  all  sides,  and  most  earnestly  importuned  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of*these  States,  by  sending-  miniv- 
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ten  to  them.  But,  although  desirous  to  do  so,  he  never- 
theless steadilv  refused,  until  he  had  previously  submitted 
the  subject  to  Congress,  and  had  obtained  the  assent  of 
both  Houses.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  did  he  despatch 
the  ministers  which  were  appointed  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice ind  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Last  is  the  case  presented  in  1826  by  the  Panama  mes- 
sage. This  is  of  too  recent  occurrence  to  require  any 
comment  It  will  suflice  to  say,  that  the  resolution  then 
proposed,  which  was  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  denied  the  churn  of  President  Adams  to  the 
pover  he  therein  asserted  to  be  his,  was  laid  upon  our 
table  by  the  vote  of  a  bare  majority  of  this  body.  But 
many  of  the  members  of  that  majority,  in  whose  presence 
I  now  speak,  declared  at  the  time  that  they  did  not  doubt 
the  ri(^t5  of  the  Senate  to  be  such  as  was  affirmed.  As, 
honever,  the  President,  while  asserting  a  contrary  power, 
had  expressly  waived  its  exercise,  and  had  submitted  his 
nominations  to  the  Seg^te  for  their  advice,  the  question 
was  so  reduced  (as  they  thought)  to  a  mere  abstraction, 
vbicb,  however  proper  to  be  discussed,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary then  to  decide. 

After  that  time,  no'case  has  occurred  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Senato  until  the  present.  For,  although 
Messrs.  Crane  and  Offlcy,  in  1828,  received  from  Presi- 
dent Adams  a  commission  similar  to  this,  yet  that  fiict  was 
caatiously  concealed  from  the  Senate.  These  ministers 
nerer  reached  Constantinople,  and  tlieir  appointment 
would  not  probably  ever  have  been  brought  to  light,  un- 
less it  had  been  found  expedient  now  to  refer  to  it  as  a 
precedent  to  justify  what  was  afterwards  done  by  the  pre- 
sent  Executive,  And  here,  sir,  let  me  appeal  to  the  can- 
dor of  all  those  honorable  Senators  who  thought  and  acted 
with  me  during  the  Panama  discussion,  to  say,  if  they  had 
known  that  President  Adams  had  secretly  instituted  a  mis- 
son  to  Turkey  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  would 
they  not  have  reprobated  such  an  act,  in  as  strong  terms 
atleast  as  any  used  in  relation  to  his  mere  claim  of  such  a 
power  in  the  Panama  case,  where  the  exercise  of  the  power 
Mserted  was  expressly  waived  by  him.  For  my  part, 
I  know  I  should  have  done  so?  and  knowing  this,  I  cannot 
reconcile  it  to  myself  to  sit  silent,  when  the  same  act  has 
been  done  by  another  President.  Whatever  changes  may 
ba^s  taken  pbce  in  the  Executive,  -the  constitution  re- 
nuins  the  same;  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  Senate  re- 
n>ain  the  same;  and  I  will  always  strive  to  preserve  the 
one,  and  to  fulfil  the  other. 

The  cases  to  which  I  have  thus  referred,  spreading  as  they 
do  over  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  now  last  past,  ought 
to  satisfy  every  one,  I  think,  that  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  and  the  practice  of  the  Government  are  in 
itrict  accordance.  At  all  events,  they  must  suffice  to 
sbow,  tliat  even  if  other  precedents  could  be  found,  much 
^re  apposite  than  any  which  exist,  they  cannot  prove 
any  uniform  practice,  any  continuous  chain  of  precedents, 
settling  this  question  of  power,  which,  therefore,  we  must 
consider  as  res  integra,  and  decide  by  a  reference  to  the 
constitution  alone. 

Mr.  President,  the  argfuments  that  have  been  urged  in 
opposition  to  the  opinion  I  to  briefly  expressed  when  I 
first  made  llus  motion,  coming,  too,  from  the  quarter 
whence  some  of  them  prcceed,  have  excited  my  surprise 
almost  as  much  as  the  power,  the  exercise  of  which  in 
WB  case  they  seek  to  justify.  I  must  beg'  leave,  there- 
we,  to  invite  some  attention  to  the  most  prominent  of 
^CK  arguments,  which  seem  to  me  most  awful  *•  sicms 
of  the  times." 

An  hooonble  Senator  from  Louistana,  '[Mr.  Liriiro. 
•To-f ,]  instead  of  controverting  directly  any  proposition 
vhich  I  have  advanced,  teUs  us  that  the  construction  of  the 
constitution  for  which  1  have  contended  is  not  so  certain, 
but  that  wise  and  good  men  may  well  doubt  as  to  its  cor- 
fcctacia;  nay,  even  adopt  a  contrary  opinion.     He  does 


not  say  that  such  is  his  opinion,  but  sa^sfies  himself  with 
endeavoring  to  cast  the  shadow  of  his  doubts  upon  mine; 
and  then  r^ukes  me  for  using  the  strong  language  I  did 
in  expressing  it.  Sir,  if  I  could  feel  any  of  the  doubts 
which  this  Senator  has  sought  to  generate,  like  him  I 
might  regret  the  use  of  strong  phrases  to  express  an  opi- 
nion, of  the  correctness  of  which  I  did  not  feel  assured; 
but,  entertaining  no  such  doubts,  I  have  nothing  to  re- 
gret, nothing  to  explain,  and  nothing  to  take  back. 

And  how,  sir,  is  this  supposed  doubt  produced?  Tlie 
Senator  fVom  Louisiana  says  that  the  constitution  is  sua* 
ccpttble  of  two  different  readings.  One,  tliat  which  I 
gave  as  I  fmind  it  written,  and  the  other  this:  "the  Presi- 
dent, during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  shall  have  power  to 
fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen.'*  According  to 
this  latter  reading,  he  thinks  it  probable  that  the  Presi> 
dent  would  have  the  right  to  do  that  which  he  has  done. 
Now,  sir,  from  whence  does  this  honorable  Senator  de- 
rive authority  thus  to  dislocate  the  members  of  the  sen- 
tence, and  to  re-arrange  them  according  to  his  fancy? 
If  he  is  not  bound  to  read  tlie  instrument  as  it  is  written, 
he  has  the  same  power  to  amend  it,  by  the  substitution  of 
new  words,  as  by  inverting  the  order  in  which  the  old 
words  are  found,  so  to  give  them  a  new  sense.  The  gen- 
tleman cannot  claim  the  merit  even  of  oi^ginality  for  this 
invention.  It  is  certainly  as  old  as  the  days  of  Swifl,  in 
whose  amusing  «*Taleof  a  Tub"  we  read  that  the  same 
device  was  practised  upon  the  testament  there  mentioned. 
The  three  brothers  not  being  able  to  find  the  permission 
they  desired,  written  therein  iotidem  verbis^  sought  for  it 
iotidem  si/Uabi*;  not  finding  it  even  theii,  they  tried  to 
make  it  out  toU'dem  liieris;  and  it  was  only  when  they 
failed  in  this,  too,  that  they  found  themselves  under  the 
necessity  of  changing  the  ortliography.  Had  they  lived 
in  the  present  t&y,  they  might  have  saved  themselves 
much  trouble,  by  merely  altering  the  name  of  what  they 
wished,  and  bestowing  upon  it  some  new  denomination. 

Do  not  the  Senate  perceive  what  would  be  the  eflfect 
of  this  new  reading  of  the  constitution,  if,  as  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  would  persuade  us,  it  was  permissible  to 
adopt  it?  Read  as  it  is  written,  and  these  words,  "dnrinff 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,"  denote  the  time  within  which 
the  vacancy  must  happen,  which  vacancy  the  President 
alone  is  authorized  to  fill  up :  but,  according  to  this  new 
reading,  these  words  denote  the  time  within  which  the 
President  may  exert  the  power  of  filling  the  vacancy, 
happen  when  it  may.  Then,  the  President  would  need 
but  to  \vait  until  the  Senate  adjourns,  and  he  would  have 
authority  to  fill  up  all  vacancies.  Nay,  should  he  gra- 
ciously please  to  refer  his  appointments  to  the  Senate  af- 
terwards, and  they  should  reject  them,  instead  of  watch- 
ing a  fit  occasion  to  renominate,' the  President  might  wait 
for  the  adjournment,  and  then  reappoint  the  same  indi- 
vidual; and  so  on,  toties  mtoties,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
A  more  summary  method  to  divest  the  Senate  of  all  au- 
thority, %nd  to  invest  tlie  President  alone  with  complete 
power  over  all  appointments,  could  not  well  be  de- 
vised. Instinct  inibrms  the  very  brutes  of  their  common 
danger,  and  of  the  quarter  fVom  whence  it  may  be  ex- 
pected; and  surely  arg^iments  such  as  this  should  put  us 
upon  our  guard- 

An  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Sxith] 
tells  us  that  he  has  nevet-  dbubted  upon  this  point — ^that  he 
has  ever  been  of  opinion,  the  President  might  institute 
what  missions  he  pleases,  without  consulting  the  Senate 
or  any  body  else — ^that  he  so  said,  and  so  voted,  in  the 
Panama  case,  and  therefore  shall  so  vote  in  this,  which 
is  precisely  similar  to  that.  This  is  all  Y^ry  true;  and  I 
bear  my  willing  testimony  to  the  perfect  consistency  of 
that  honorable  Senator  in  these  cases.  I  wish  I  oould  pre- 
vail upon  him,  however,  to  convince  my  friend  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  KAxr,]  that  these  cases  are  precisely  similar. 
It  would  relierc  me  rery  much  if  he  would  do  so?  fbr  I 
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feel  sensibly  the  awkwardness  of  my  present  position,  op- 
posed on  the  one  hand  by  those  who  opposed  me  in  the 
Panama  case,  because  this  is  the  same  question  there  pi'c- 
sented;  and  opposed  on  the  other  by  those  with  whom  I 
then  ag^reed,  because  this  is  not  a  similar  case.  It  13  not 
fur  me  to  reconcile  such  contraricnt  opinions.  All  I  can 
do,  is  to  oppose  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland  the  argu- 
ment urged  in  the  Pananui  case,  which  I  agree  with  him 
is  precisely  similar  to  this^  and  to  endeavor  to  satisfy  my 
friend  from  Illinois,  that  his  distinctions  constitute  no  dif- 
ference between  the  principles  involved  in  each. 

In  what,  air,  is  any  diiferonce  to  be  found  between  the 
two  cases?  It  is  true,  that  was  the  mere  assertion  of  a 
right  to  power,  the  exercise  of  which  was  waived  at  the 
\^ry  moment  it  was  claimed;  and  this  is  the  exertion  of 
the  Hune  power  then  asserted  merely.  But  surely  this 
barren  claim,  waived  when  preferred,  presents  not  so  strong 
a  case,  as  the  actual  exercise  of  the  very  power  then 
waived.  The  two  cases,  although  not  similar  in  their 
facts,  present  the  same  question;  and  every  argument  ap- 
plicable to  the  one,  applies  a  fortiori  to  the  other.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  I  am  sure,  will  not  say, 
that  because  the  one  set  of  ministers  was  to  he  sent  to 
Panama,  and  the  other  to  Consiantinople,  that  this  dtffer- 
ence  of  their  destination  can  constitute  any  distinction  be- 
tween tlie  principlea  of  the  two  cases.  Kor  will  he  say, 
that  because  one  set  of  ministers  wcrc^  sent  to  a  Congi-ess 
of  tlie  ministers  of  several  nations,  and  the  other  to  a  single 
nation  only,  that  this  mere  matter  of  number  can  vary  the 
question  as  to  the  constitutional  right  of  the  President  to 
appoint  either.  In  what,  then,  does  the  diiierence  consist? 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  says,  that,  in  the 
Panama  case,  the  persons  proposed  to  be  despatched  were 
to  be  public  ministers;  but  the  persons  actually  sent  in  this 
case  were  commissioners  dnly.  Does  he  mean  to  say 
that  this  mere  change  of  appellation  alters  the  thing 
named?  The  poet  would  tell  him  that  "arose  by  any 
other  name  would  smell  as  sweet;*'  and  I  am  sure  he  would 
not  agree  that  his  hat  was  not  one,  because  many  of  his 
townsmen  call  it  a  ehapeau.  But  see,  sir,  what  a  broad 
gate  is  here  also  hoisted,  to  let  in  the  flood  of  Executive 
power  and  patronage.  An  act  is  forbidden  when  called 
by  ita  true  name;  yet  change  but  tlie  name,  and  the  same 
act  at  once  becomes  justifiable  and  proper.  I'here  might 
be  some  hope  of  an  end  to  this,  if  those  who  seek  to  get 
power  in  this  way,  were  constrained  to  tax  tlieir  own  in- 
vention for  new  names  to  denote  old  things,Jbr  as  there 
must  be  some  limit  to  human  wit,  **  when  the  bi'aius  were 
out,  the  thing  might  die!"  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
work  is  already  done  for  tliem;  and  a  Secretary  of  State 
has  but  to  turn  to  the  mere  index  of  his  code  diplomaiique, 
and  he  will  there  find  a  long  list  of  the  names  of  public 
functionaries,  who  hlive  been  employed  by  different  po- 
tentates, at  various  times,  which  list  may  serve  as  a  peren- 
nial fountain  of  power. 

Let  me  give  an  example  of  the  ease  with  which  this 
work  may  be  done.  The  constitution  authorizes  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers.  It  is 
desired,  however,  to  appoint  such  without  consulting  the 
Senate,  lest  they  may  not  be  willing  to  establish  any  such 
offices.  Turn  to  the  code,  and  you^fnay  there  find  that 
the  ambassador  of  the  Pope  is  not  distinguished  eo  nomint^ 
but  is  termed  a  legate.  For,  as  an  ambassador  represents 
the  person  of  his  master,  and  as  the  sanctity  and  infalli- 
bility of  his  Holiness  cannot  be  represented,  he  therefore 
cannot  have  what  is  commonly  called  an  ambassador.  To 
show,  however,  that  tliis  legate  is  in  very  truth  the  per- 
sonal representative  of  his  sovereign,  he  is  sometimes 
styled  a  legate  a  laUrt^  that  is  to  say,  he  is  supposed  to  be 
taken,  Uke  our  imprudent  mother  Eve,  from  the  aide  of  his 
lord  and  master,  and  therefore  may  very  propt- rly  be  idcn- 
ti^ed  with  Uim.     So,  too,  if  the  Pope  wishes  to  send  a 


minister  plenipotentiary  or  otlier  negotiator,  to  any  of  the 
Catholic  princes,  his  beloved  children,  as  it  would  be  quite 
unseemly  for  the  holy  father  (whose  wislies  must  be  coic- 
maitds  to  tliem)  to  send  to  them  any  officer  whose  very 
title  imports  negotiation,  his  minister  upon  such  occaf>lons 
is  styled  a  nuncio,  a  mere  messenger,  deputed  to  bear  the 
will  of  the  father  to  these  his  dutiful  children,  which  w^U, 
to  be  obseinred,  needs  but  to  be  known.  Now,  as  this  re* 
public  is  a  mere  artificial  body;  and  as  around  and  within  it 
there  are  many  who  constantly  distinguish  the  President 
as  their  "great  father,''  it  would  not  require  much  in- 
genuity to  find  out  some  similitude  between  his  oJSice  arnd 
that  of  the  Pope.  Then,  as  the  constitution  ssys  not  one 
word  about  legates  omuncios,  all  that  is  necessar}'  tosttiiio 
the  desired  end,  would  be  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  com- 
mission with  such  words;  when,  according  to  tliis  argu* 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois^  the  President  alone 
woukl  so  acquire  power  to  do  the  very  act  which  he  it 
forbidden  to  do,  if  this  blank  was.  filled  by  the  proper 
name. 

[Here  Mr.  KANE  interrupted  Mr.  Tazewell,  observing 
h(*had  not  meant  to  say  that  tlie  mere  cliange  of  a  name 
of  any  pub  he  minister  would  authorize  the  President  to 
appoint  one:  but  that  he  had  said  these  commisstoners 
were  not  public  ministers  irt  all.  They  were  secret  minis- 
ters or  private  agents,  like  those  formerly  sent  to  South 
America,  or  the  persons  frequently  sent  with  despatches. 
The  appointment  of  none  vf  these  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate,  but  was  always  made  by  the  Pi^S' 
dent  alone,  because  such  appointments  were  not  specially 
provided  for  in  the  constitution.] 

I  thank  the  gentleman  for  tliis  correction.  I  re:«lly  had 
no  idea  that  it  was  his  purpose  to  draw  a  distinction  be* 
tween  public  and  secret  ministers.  My  impression  was, 
that  bis  distinction  was  run  between  public  ministers  and 
these  commissioners,  who  were  not  supposed  to  be  pub* 
he  ministers,  because  they  were  not  so  called;  and  1  was 
about  to  show  that  the  officers  were  the  same,  although 
their  denomination  was  difi'erent.  However,  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  relieved  me  from  this  trouble.  Let  me 
then  inquire,  whetlier  his  actual  argument  is  more  con- 
clusive than  that  which  I  had  supposed  him  to  have  used. 

And,  first,  sir,  let  me  ask  my  fnend  from  Illinois,  if  these 
commissioners  were  not  public  but  secret  ministers  ^c* 
cording  to  his  sense  of  these  latter  words,  whence  the 
President  and  Senate  together,  much  less  the  President 
alone,  can  derive  the  right  to  appoint  tliem?     The  con- 
stitution gives  to  the  President  the  power  to  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to 
appoint,  public  ministers:  but  it  would  be  as  difficult,  I 
believe,  to  find  any  autliority  in  it  to  appoint  sccrtt  minis- 
ters who  should  not  be  public  minister,  as  it  would  be  to 
conceive  the  idea  of  a  private  agent,  appointed  to  per- 
form the  public  duly  of  negotiating  a  treaty,  which,  when 
ratified,  is  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of  our  land.    1 
pray  we  may  not  confound  the  character  of  the  min'ster 
with  that  of  the  duty  confeiTed  upon  him,  or  w.ib  ibc 
mode  in  which  he  may  be  directed  to  perform  his  duty- 
Doubtless,  under  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which 
authorizes  the  appointnient  of  public  minivers,  the  Pre»* 
dent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
may  appoint  such  ixinisters  secretly.      They  may  be  in- 
structed to  depart  secretly.      They  may  be  acci'edited 
secretly.      They  may  negotiate  (as  they  generally  do) 
secretly.     Nay,  they  may  conclude  a  seci-ct  treaty,  which 
need  not  be  made  known  until  a  fit  occasion  arises  to  irivc 
it  the  effect  of  a  law  by  promulgation.  In  this  sense,  ^uch 
ministers  may  properly  be  tewned  secret  ministers;  but 
they  are  nevertheless  public  ministers.     Because  they  are 
the  ministers  of  the  public,  commissioned  by  its  Govern- 
ment, authorized  to*perform  its  business,  and  accouniabk 
to  the  public  for  all  their  acts  and  oniissioiis  under  their 
conunission.    In  one  word,  sir,  they  are  public  miiuBtcii 
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lecretiy  appointed,  and  with  secret  instructions,  but  tbey 
diifcr  in  nodung*  else  from  all  other  public  ministers,  inas- 
much as  their  commissions  are  precisely  the  same  in  both 
cases.  Any  other  idea  than  this  would  present  a  subject 
her.:  of  quite  as  much  mirth  as  the  comic  scene  of  Sheridan, 
in  which  he  describes  a  secret  conference  of  two  British 
ministers,  ia  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  sentinels  at 


form  with  eve^  others  and  if  you  will  but  consider  its 
effects  and  consequences,  none  can  doubt  that  it  con- 
stituted  them  officers  of  the  United  States.  Suppose  that 
the  Grand  Seignior,  af\er  accrediting  these  commissioners, 
had  sent  them  to  the  Seven  Towers,  must  not  every  body 
admit  that  the  honor  of  this  nation  would  have  obliged  it  to 
resent  the  insult  offered  to  itself  by  such  an  indignity  to 
Tilbury  fort,  when  one  tells  to  the  other  as  a  profound  I  its  representatives,  protected,  as  they  would  have  been,  by 
secret  what  he  declares  the  other  knew  before.  A  secret  I  the  public  law?  Or  suppose  that  any  of  these  commis- 
ftg^ent  created  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal,  g^vcn  'sioners  had  been  bribed,  or  had  been  guilty  of  any  other 
to  him  to  be  shown,  and  addressed  to  all  whom  it  may  con-  high  crime  against  their  faith  and  the  duty  confided  to 

them.      Uoes  any  one  doubt  that  they  might  have  been 


c:m.     Tliis,  sir,  would  far  surpass  the  sarcastic  irony 
of  the  author  of  *'  The  Critic" 

Let  me  nut  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  mean  to  doubt 
the  poM'er  of  the  President  to  appoint  secret  agents  when 
and  how  he  pleases;  nor  do  I  mean  to  advance  any  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  participate  in  the  exercise 
of  any  such  power.  As  a  simple  individual,  I  would  hum- 
bly suggest  to  him,  if  i  might  be  permitted  so  to  do,  that 
waencver  he  stands  in  need  of  secret  agents  who  are  really 
designed  to  be  such,  he  had  better  abstain  from  putting 
bii  own  name  to  the  warrant  given  to  them,  and  never 
permit  it  to  be  autlienticated  by  the  great  seal.  Such  a 
proceeding  may  sometimes  prove  hazardous,  and  1  think 
would  not  be  very  creditable  to  the  nation  whose  seal  it  is. 
But  as  a  Senator,  i  do  claim  for  the  .'senate,  in  the  language 
of  the  constitution,  the  right  of  advising  and  consentnig 
to  the  appointment  of  any  and  every  officer  of  the  United 
States,  no  matter  wliat  may  be  his  name,  what  his  duties, 
or  bow  be  may  be  instructed  to  perform  them.  And  it  is 
only  because  secret  agents  are  not  officers  of  the  United 
Stales,  but  the  mere  agents  of  the  President,  or  of  his 
Secretaries,  or  of  his  military  or  naval  commanders,  that 
1  disclaim  all  participation  in  their  appointment. 

It  IS  this  dtstioctton  between  officers  of  the  Government, 
tnd  the  mere  agents  of  its  officers,  which  constitutes  the 
itnking  diflereiice  between  the  cases  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  and  that  now  before  us.  In  this 
ca^,  these  oommissioners  were  officers  of  tlie  United 
States— <ummiasioued  as  such— authorized  by  tliat  com- 
inubion  to  pledge  our  faith  and  honor — entitled,  as  the 
bearen  of  our  ^eat  seal,  to  be  regarded  every  where 
u  the  lepresentaiives  of  tJie  sovereignty  whose  emblem 
it  is;  and  to  claim  all  the  immunitic:s  accorded  by  the  public 
law  to  such  representatives  of  any  Power  on  earth. 
Whereas,  your  secret  agents  in  South  America,  your' bearers 
of  despatches  or  newspapers,  ei  id  omne  gemUf  never  bad 
iny  commission — had  no  autiiority  to  pledge  your  faith — 
were  never  trusted  with  your  great  seal — and  had  not  a  sin- 
lie  privilege  any  wliere,  which  any  othel*  individual  citizen 
nugut  not  equally  well  cUim.  lu  short,  tliey  were  not 
oihcersof  the  United  States,  but  the  messengers  (either 
ipecial  or  general)  of  their  officers.  Sir,  it  niortdxes  me 
to  hear  the  high  functionaries  of  the  nation  degraded  by 
a  comparison  with  such  gentry  as  thesei  and  their  seeret 
commuttions  assimilated  to  tJie  warrants  of  messengers, 
or  the  secret  letters  to  spies.  1  know  but  one  of  these 
commissiODers  personally  <  but  of  liim  I  will  say,  that  the 
*ame  lofty  spirit  which  refused  to  bring  his  ship  to  Con- 
^utinopie,  unless  with  her  ports  triced  up,  her  guns 
•hown,  and  her  flag  and  pennants  all  abroad,  would  tiave 
nude  him  cast  your  parclimeiit  from  lum  with  scorn,  if  it 
W  even  been  liinted  that  it  was  intended  to  constitute 
^  any  oUier  than  a  pubho  minister  of  his  country, 
vhose  Honor  and  whose  interest  he  had  so  proudly  sus- 
tained. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  quAtion  is  not  whether  these 
commtss'ioners  were  wliat  the  Senator  from  Illinois  calls 
public  mintsters,  but  whether  they  were  officers  of  the 
t'mtcd  States;  for  ttie  President  may  not  make  an  original 
appointment  of  any  such  officers^  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  To  determine  this  question,  you 
i&ust  look  to  thetr  commiaiion.    This  you  find  in  ibc  same 


impeached  ?  And  yet,  forsooth,  they  are  not  officers  of 
the  United  States,  but  mere  secret  agents,  like  the  bearers 
of  despatches  or  newspapers,  who,  as  we  all  know,,  receive 
as  little  consideration  at  home  as  they  are  entitled  to  ex- 
pect abroad. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  notwithstanding 
he  affirms  this  to  be  exactly  like  the  Panama  case,  and 
therefore  clear,  yet  endeavors  to  distinguish  it  a  little,  in 
order  to  make  it  clearer  than  that,  if  possible.  He  tells 
us  that  one  of  these  commissioners,  Mr.  Hhind,  was  re- 
g^ilarly  appointed  consul  at  Odessa,  by  the  President, 
acting  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  given 
at  oirr  last  session.  That  he  being  thus  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  the  President  might  charge  him  with  what- 
ever instructions  might  seem  necessary,  even  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  with  l^urkey.  It  is  so  common  in  this  country 
(where  the  thirst  for  office  is  insatiable)  to  continue  the 
titles  of  Governors  of  States,  and  miUtia  officers,  to  those 
who  have  once  filled  such  places,  not  only  wherever  they 
may  be,  but  so  long  as  they  live,  that  I  am  not  surprised 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  should  feel  disposed  to  enlarge 
this  custom  a  little;  especially  when  a  barren  name  may 
be  made  tlie  fruitful  parent  of  so  much  executive  power 
as  he  thus  claims  for  it.  Henceforward,  we  must  not  only 
say,  I  suppose,  that  once  a  consul  and  always  a  consul, 
but,  also,  tliat  once  a  consul  any  where,  and  always  a 
consul  every  where'.  Nay,  if  it  be  true  that  this  consul 
to  the  Russian  port  of  Odessa  may,  vifiute  offtdif  be  me- 
tamorphosed by  the  mere  instructions  of  the  President, 
or  rather  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  into  a  negotiator  at 
Constantinople  of  a  treaty  with  the  Ottoman  empire,  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  find  a  limit  to  consular  functions. 
Thus,  that  thing  called  a  consul,  the  lowest  in  the  diplo* 
matic  scale,  without  pay,  power,  or  privilege,  may  be 
converted  into  the  most  important  functionary  the  United 
States  can  have  abroad.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  a  sub- 
ject worthy  of  Hogarth'fe  pencil,  I  imagine,  to  have  repre- 
sented the  interview  between  Mr.  Uhind  and  the  Reis 
EflTendi,  the  proud  representative  of  his  haughty  sove- 
reign, if,  when  they  first  met  to  exchange  their  powers, 
the  "christian  dog"  had  presented  to  him  a  consular  di- 
ploma to  Odessa,  as  the  equivalent  of  his  full  powers,  ft 
would  gratify  me  much  to  hear  from  any  body  what  would 
have  been  the  state  of  the  negotiation,  if,  pendente  iite, 
the  Russian  autocrat  had  revoked  Mr.  Rhino's  exeguaiuff 
and  so  terminated  his  functions  as  consul  at  Odessa.  But 
suppose  we  might  thus  justify  Mr.  Rhind's  appointment, 
what  is  to  be  said  for  Biddle?  He  was  no  con&ul  to 
Odessa,  nor  any  where  else;  nor  did  he  bear  any  diplo- 
matic authority,  save  what  this  commission  conferred 
upon  him.  It  is  true  that  he  bore,  and  gallantly  bore, 
the  commission  of  a  post  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States^  but  surely  it  will  not  be  contended  that  a  naval 
or  military  officer  may,  viriute  officii^  be  transformed 
into  a  diplomatic  functionary  of  the  highest  grade,  by 
the  mere  instructions  of  a  Sccretai^  of  State,  or  a  simple 
order  of  the  President  alone.  The  officers,  1  am  sure, 
ought  to  object  to  this;  for  if  so  little  ceremony  is  neces* 
sary  in  the  one  case,  as  little  would  be  requisite  in  its 
converse;  and  when  naval  officers  may,  by  a  word  from 
the  President,  or  his  SecreUrics,  be  converted  into  public 
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ministers  to  negotiate  treaties,  the  latter,  by  a  process 
equally  summary,  may  be  made  the  comtnanders  of  our 
fleets  and  armies. 

But  the  President  himself  has  answered  this  argument. 
He  did  not  suppose  that  orders  and  ii)structions  alone 
would  authorize  consuls,  post  captains,  or  any  body  else, 
to  make  treaties.  He  knew  well  that  a  plenipotentiary 
commission  was  requisite,  and  therefore  grunted  these 
"letters  patent"  for  that  very  purpose.  Nor  will  he,  I 
should  think,  feel  much  obliged  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland,  for  the  imputation  necessarily  implied  in 
this  argument,  the  Aum  and  substancd  of  which  is,  that 
meaning  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Turkey,  and  to  conceal 
this  his  object  from  the  Senate,  the  President  nominated 
to  them,  as  a  mere  consul  to  Odessa,  him  whom  he  had  ap- 
pointed a  minister  plenipotentiary  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  one  more  arg^iment  which  I  see 
1  have  to  answer,  and  then  I  will  have  done  with  this  part 
of  the  subject.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Kaxe]  tells  me  that  I  come  too  late;  th*t  the  Senate  have 
already  advised  the  ratification  of  the  treaty;  and,  by  so 
doing,  have  appi"0vcd  the  appointment  of  the  ministeis 
who  negotiated  it.  Therefore,  I  am  now  estopped  to  urge 
any  objection  to  these  appointments.  For  my  particular 
emancipation  from  this  supposed  estoppel,  1  appeal  to 
the  knowledge  of  all  my  brethren  of  the  Senate,  who 
have  heard  my  protestations,  and  witnessed  my  continual 
claiih  to  the  right  which  is  now  sought  to  be  barred  by 
this  sti-ange  limitation.  Nor  can  I  permit  this  argument, 
as  applied  to  the  Senate,  to  pass  unnoticed.  As  doctrine 
it  is  not  correct,  however  certain  it  may  be  as  fact. 

I  come  too  late.  I  stand  here  to  vindicate  the  sanctl^ty 
of  the  constitution  which  has  been  viobted — to  assert  the 
high  privileges  of  this  body  which  have  been  infringed; 
and  here,  even  here,  in  this  its  very  hall,  I  am  told  by  one 
of  its  honorable  members,  that  I  come  too  late!  I  know 
it,  sir;  I  do  come  too  late.  "  'Tis  true;  and  pity  'tis,  Hii 
true."  But  it  is  only  true  as  fact,  and  not  as  doctrine.  1 
cannot  undo  what  has  been  done,  or  prevent  the  wound 
that  has  been  already  inflicted — ^for  tliis,  I  do  come  too 
late.  But  I  do  not  come  too  late  to  warn  those  who  sent 
me  here,  that  their  constitution  has  been  violated.  1  do 
not  come  too  late  to  satisfy  those  witli  whom  1  am  here 
associated,  Uiattlieir  chartered  rights  have  been  impaired. 
1  do  not  come  too  late  to  heal  those  wounds  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  inflicted,  or  to  strive  to  prevent  the  re- 
petition of  such  injuries  in/uture. 

Nor  does  the  estoppel  which  has  been  relied  upon, 
constttAite  even  a  just  technical  objection  to  the  assertion 
of  the  high  privileges  which  1  have  proposed  to  maintain. 
There  is  no  connexionhetwecn  the  ratihcation  of  a  treaty, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  pcisons  commissioned  to  ne- 
gotiate it,  except  what  concerns  the  foreign  .State.  To 
the  Grand  Seignior  we  nceil  not,  we  must  not  say,  that  we 
ratify  the  treaty  concluded  with  him,  but  deny  the  au- 
thority of  the  persons  appointed  by  ourselves  to  negotiate 
it.  It  would  be  idle,  ixay,  it  would  be  base  to  do  so;  fcr 
he  would  hold  up  to  us  the  **  full  power"  granted  to  these 
negotiators  by  our  own  Chief  Magistrate,  undertime  sacred 
seal  of  our  own  nation.  This,  indeed,  wc  are  estopped 
to  deny  to  him;  nor  would  it  comport  with  the  character 
of  our  people,  to  suffer  any  other  eartlily  sovereign  to  pass 
upon  the  question  raised,  as  to  its  misuse.  But  here,  at  home, 
it  seems  somewhat  paradoxical  to  wiy  that  we  ntay  not 
deny  to  ourselves  that  which  it  is  aflirvned  by  ourselves 
that  ourselves  have  done.  This  would  be  a  moat  extra- 
ordinary estoppel  ii>dced. . 

Short  as  is  our  history,  it  nevertheless  (iirnishes  several 
examples  of  ministers  \vho  have  exceeded  their  instruc- 
tions, and  of  ofl[icers  who  have  violated  their  orders.  Rea- 
sons of  policy  have  induced  tlie  Government  to  adopt  some 
of  these  acts,  and  to  justify  others  to  foreign  States.  But, 
until  now,  it  has  never  been  supposed  by  any«  that  these 


reasons  of  State  policy  were  of  sufl^cient  force  to  preclude 
all  inquiry  into  the  breaches  of  our  own  laws,  mnch  less 
into  the  violations  of  our  constitution  itself.  A  treaty  is 
ratified,  no  matter  how  or  by  whom  concluded,  when- 
ever it  is*  believed  to  be  promotive  of  the  public  good. 
But  if  this  ratification  necessariiy  implies  a  justification  of 
a  violation  of  the  constitution,  in  the  appointment  of  the 
negotiators:  and  if  by  such  ratification  we  are  estopped  to 
deny  this,  then,  indeed,  has  the  time  come,  when  our 
opinion  of  the  general  welfare  is  the  substitute  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  charter. 

•  But  how  does  tliis  question  come  before  us?  An  amenfi- 
ment  to  an  appropriation  bill  is  here  proposed,  the  object 
of  which  amendment  is  to  authorize  the  expenditure  of 
more  of  the  public  revenue  than  was  contemplated  bj'  the 
other  House,  where  the  bill  originated.  If  this  amend- 
ment obtains,  the  bill  so  amended  must  be  sent  back  for 
the  approval  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  \%'hen 
there,  who  will  be  hardy  enough  to  afl&rm  that  these  con- 
stitutional guardians  of  the  money  of  the  people  are 
estopped  fron>  inquiring  into  the  fitness  of  granting-  what 
may  be  asked,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  tlie  grant  should 
be  m:ule  ^  Such  an  aflirmation  would  be  carryings  tlie  claim 
of  Executive  power  to  an  extent  never  before  heard  of. 
Yet  it  must  be  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  the  power  of 
the  Senate  over  this  appropriation  bill  is  precisely  the 
same,  neither  greater  nor  less,  tlian  that  of  the  other  House. 
What  then  becomes  of  this  doctrine  of  estoppels,  urgred 
upon  tlie  Senate  to  prevent  the  assertion  of  tiielr  constitu- 
tional rights^ 

Mr.  President,  I  have  now  done  with  this  part  of  the 
subject;  and  I  will  detahi  you  bat  a  few  moments  in  ex- 
amitting  the  second  question.  In  discussing  this,  I  am 
obliged  to  concede,  graiia  argumenti,  that  the  Preadent, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  might  lawfidl^'  have  in- 
stituted this  mission,  by  making  these  original  appoint- 
ments. Yet,  granting  this,  I  nevertheless  contend  that 
it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  have  submitted  to  the  Ser.ate, 
at  their  next  session,  the  temporary  appointment  of  these 
ministers.  I  ha\''e  not  heard  a  singfle  suggestion  even 
whispered,  in  excuse,  much  less  in  justification  of  this 
omission,  except  the  fact  supposed  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Illinois,  which  be  must  pardon  me  for  say- 
ing, whether  it  may  be  as  supposed  or  not,  does  iM>t,  in 
any  w^ay,  alter  the  case.  Nsy»  this  solitary  argument 
itself  implies,  that  if  the  fiict  be  not  as  is  supposed,  this 
omission  has  no  defence. 

My  friend  from  Illinois  says,  and  says  very  ti  u\y,  tliat 
if  the  comnnission  granted  by  the  President  to  these  Ynin- 
isters,  on  the  12th  day  of  September,  1B29,  was  properly 
granted « it  would  have  continued  in  full  force  untjj  tl»e 
end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  that  is  to  aay,  until 
the  Slst  of  May,  1830;  and  this  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  Uie  Senate.  He  then  argues  that  tlie  treaty 
was  concluded  on  tlie  7th  of  May,  1830,  whereupon  tliesc 
ministers  became  funeii  offidis,  ceased  to  be  the  officers 
of  the  Government,  and  therefore  it  would  liave  been 
quite  idle  and  unnecessary  for  the  President  to  have 
nominated  them  to  tlie  Senate. 

Now,  if  all  this  should  be  granted,  it  constitutes  no  jus- 
tification to  the  Executive,  because  it  is  obvioualy  an 
ailerthou|^t  that  could  not  have  occurred  to  them  until 
long  afier  the  session  of  the  Senate.  If  Washington  and 
lk)nstantinople,  instead  of  being  separated  as  they  are  bv 
two  seas,  were  connected  by  a  railroad,  along  which  the 
conveyance  might  be  as  rapid  as  between  Liverpool  and 
Manchester,  tlie  intelligence  of  any  event  occurruig'  m 
the  Turkish  capital,  on  the  7th  of  May,  could  not  be  com- 
municated  much  beyond  the  Western  islands  by  the  31st 
of  that  month.  Then  the  demand  is  of  an  impoa^bilit\-, 
which  would  have  us  suppose  that  Uie  Executive  knew  of 
the  conclusion  of  this  treaty,  and  therefore  did  not  make 
the  Dominations  of>  these  ministers  to  the  Senate  during* 
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their  last  sesskm.  And  the  question  is  to  be  tried,  not  by 
the  feet,  but  by  their  knowled^  of  it.  1  pray  the  Senate 
to  notice  the  various  and  contradictory  modes  resorted  to 
for  enlarging^  the  power  of  the  Executive.  If  Mr.  Rhind 
had  died  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  it  had  been  judged  ex- 
pedient to  fill  up  the  vacancy  happening*  by  his  death, 
all  a^e  that  the  President  mig^t  properly  have  done  so 
during  the  last  recess.  Because,  although  this  event  hap- 
pened it  could  not  hftve  been  known  here  during  the  last 
lesaion  of  the  Senate.  But  if  Mr.  Bhind  makes  a  treaty 
on  the  same  day,  this  after-discovered  fact,  although  equal- 
ly unknown  to  the  President  when  the  Senate  adjourned, 
is  urged  to  justify  him  for  not  laying  Mr.  Rhind's  app<Mnt- 
ment  before  the  Senate  at  their  last  session,  although  this 
appointment  wa^made  here  (and  therefore  well  known) 
eight  months  before  that  session  terminated. 

b  ita  fiict,  however,  that  this  treaty  was  concluded  on 
the  rth  of  May?  It  is  true  the  instrument  bears  that  date; 
but  we  all  know  that  it  could  not  have  been  then  con- 
cluded. Because  it  is  libsolutely  certain  that  two  of  the 
commissioners  had  not  then  reached  Constantinople;  and 
that,  without  their  approbation,  even  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment would  not  consent  to  consider  the  projet  as  a  treaty 
concluded.  When  then  was  it  concluded?  Certainly  not 
so  late  as  the  29th  of  May.  Because  wc  have  on  our 
files  a  letter  of  that  date,  written  by  one  of  these  commis- 
iioners  to  another,  urging  many  arguments  to  induce  him 
to  sign  it.  On  tlie  next  £iy,  (the  3Uth,}  another  commis- 
siosier  writes  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  saying  that  he 
bad  that  day  signed  the  treaty;'  but  there  is  no  evidence 
before  the  tienate,  showing  when  it  was -signed  by  his  as- 
sociates. 

Suppose,  however,  that  it  m"as  signed  by  all  the  comrois- 
toners  on  or  befor*  the  30th  of  May.  The  instruments 
vere  still  to  be  exchanged,  before  the  business  of  the  ne- 
gotiation could  be  concluded ;  and  we  have  the  strongest 
presumptive  evidence  that  tliis  was  not  done  on  that  day, 
m  the  fact  apparent  upon  our  own  journals,  tliat  the  30th 
of  >!av  last  was  Sunday.  Now  does  any  man  believe  that 
these  ministers  of  a  cbnstian  people  would  have  thus  pub- 
Ulv  profaned  the  christian  sabbath,  at  a  Mahometan  court, 
and  under  the  view  of  all  the  ministers  of  the  Powers  of 
Christendom  there  convened?  I  do  not  put  this  even  upon 
the  ground  of  their  christian  faith,  but  upon  the  ground 
of  national  pride  and  national  honor,  always  involved  in 
the  conduct  of  the  nation's  ministers.  My  life  upon  it, 
there  is  one  of  these  commissioners,  who  would  have  wil- 
lingly fuifered  even  impaling,  before  he  would  have  so 
degraded  himself  and  his  country  in.  the  eyes  of  all  chris- 
tendom.  But  if  this  work  was  not  completed  on  the  30th 
)(2y,  it  could  not  have  been  done  until  the  31st;  and  on 
^  morning  of  this  day,  our  journals  show  that  the  Senate 
•djoarned.  Now,  whether  the  exchange  of  the  treaties, 
T'f  made  on  that  day,)  or  thei  adjournment  of  the  Senate, 
took  place  first,  is  a  question  which  I  will  leave  to  be  de- 
cided by  those  who  can  better  calculate  the  difference  of 
fongitude,  and  who  may  know  more  of  the  eti<juctte  of 
the  Turkish  court  than  I  do.  This  is  done  the  more  rea- 
^^7,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  the  work  was  not  com- 
pleted until  the  1st  of  June.  For  1  find  a  letter  of  tliat 
(^te  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  the  treaty,  and  giving  the  first  intelligence  of  its  con- 
d'jsion;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  these  commissioners 
vould  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  tlieir  Govern- 
nient  the  consummation  of  this  tedious  affair. 

Let  it  be,  however,  that  the  treaty  was  concluded  at  any 
time  gentlemen  please.  Did  the  ministers  cease  to  be 
such  the  moment  their  work  was  done?  Will  the  ** sala- 
ries" proposed  to  be  allowed  to  them  cease  at  that  time? 
^'ere  they  not  entitled  to  the  common  privilege  of  a  mem- 
^r  of  Congress,  or  even  of  a  witness  eundo  mcmendo  et 
^^deundo?  I  pray,  sir,  that  wc  may  not  continue  to  per- 
plex ourselves,  by  confounding  the  oiRccr  with  his  duties. 


These  commissioners  were  ministers  before  they  began  to 
negotiate — ^they  were  ministers  throughout  the  negotia- 
tion; and  ministers  they  continued  to  be,  at  least  while  they 
remained  nt  the  Turkish  court,  whether  engaged  in  per- 
forming the  special  service  for  which  they  were  deputed, 
or  otherwise.  The  immunities  confen-ed  upon  them  by 
the  public  law  Mtach  not  to  the  duty  to  be  performed,  but 
the  office  created  by  the  commission  for  its  performance. 
The  Sultan  would  have  offended  just  as  much  against  the 
law,  by  suffering  indignity  to  be  offered  to  any  of  these 
ministers  afler  the  treaty  was  concluded,  as  before;  as 
much  if  the  negotiation  had  never  commenced,  or  been 
broken  off,  as  if  it  had  continued.  But  we  know  that 
these  commissioners  remained  at  Constantinople  certainly 
until  the  8th  of  June,  for  we  h.ive  upon  our  files  official 
letters  of  that  date,  written  by  them  at  that  place.  Then 
what  becomes  of  this  vindication,  rested  as  it  is  upon 
unknown  events,  occurring  at  some  doubtful  period  of 
time  ? 

Mr.  President,  my  strengfth  is  almost  gone,  and  your 
patience  must  be  at  least  as  much  exhausted,  yet  a  few 
words  more — I  hope  they  may  be  the  last  with  which  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  trouble  you.  For  many  yeais  have 
I  watched  the  workings  of  this  Government,  and  have  seen 
it  steadily  advancing  to  that  condition  to  which  our  most 
sag&cious  statesmen  long  ago  predicted  it  must  one  day 
come.  Occasional  obstructions  to  its  onward  motion  Lave 
sometimes  cheered  me  with  the  hope  that  these  predic- 
tions would  not  be  verified.  Nor  will  I  ever  part  with 
this  hope,  while  this  body  remains  true  to  itself,  and  faith- 
ful to  the  States  whose  sovereignties  are  here  represented. 
But  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  of  late,  is  not  well  calcu- 
lated to  cherish  hope.  The  time  is  not  far  distant,  nay,  it  is  at 
hand,  when  the  theoretic  maxim  of  the  British  law  will 
become  a  practical  rule  for  the  American  people.  The 
English  jurists  tell  us  that  •♦  the  King  can  do  no  wrong," 
and  soon  may  we  expect  to  hear  this  fiction  of  the  British 
Government  transferred  to  ours,  as  a  solemn  truth  affirmed 
of  our  President.  I  wish  wc  may  be  able  to  introduce 
with  this  principle  the  corrective  it  finds  in  the  Govern- 
ment from  whence  it  is  borrowed.  There,  although  the 
King  can  do  no  wrong,  his  ministers  are  responsible  for 
all  the  bad  advice  they  give  him. 

In  the  instance  before  us,  I  am  willing  to  believe  that 
the  President  has  not  knowingly  violated  the  constitution, 
or  designed  to  impair  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  or  desired 
to  usurp  for  himself  the  entire  and  absolute  control  over 
all  appointments,  although  such  certainly  is  the  effect  of 
his  acts.  In  the  mode  in  which  business  of  this  kind  is 
done,  as  we  all  know,  many  circumstances  may  have  ex- 
isted, to  absolve  the  Presiaent  from  all  design  to  exert 
any  such  power  as  has  been  here  put  in  practice,  in  order 
to  produce  such  effects.  But  wnat  must  we  say  of  his 
ministers,  the  bounden  duty  of  some  of  whom  it  is,  to 
present  to  him  the  facts  as  they  know  them  to  be.  Of 
liis  cabinet,  four  were  members  of  this  body  during  the 
memorable  Panama  discussion.  One  of  them  (the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy)  was  the  mover  of  the  resolution  decla- 
ratory of  our  rights,  and  denying  to  the  President  the 
power  then  claimed,  and  here  exercised.  Another  of 
them  (the  Secretary  of  State)  stood  by  my  side  in  that 
debate,  the  able  advocate  of  those  rights,  eloquently  de- 
nouncing the  claiiu  of  power  then  prelcrred,  as  but  apai't 
of  a  long  settled  s\'stem  covertly  to  increase  the  influence 
and  pati'onape  of  the  Executive.  And  all  four  united 
with  me  in  the  vote  given  upon  tliat  occasion.  Surround- 
ed by  such  advisers,  if  no  voice  was  raised  to  admonish 
him,  if  no  friendly  caution  was  given  to  him  by  any  of 
those  whose  opinion  upon  this  subject  was  so  well  known, 
and  one  of  whom  had  in  his  own  ofiice  a  full  representa- 
tion of  all  the  facts  existing  in  the  case,  it  ought  not  to 
be  matter  of  much  astonisliment,  if  the  President  should 
have  regarded  it  as  one  of  common  occurrence;  an<l  the 
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omission  t6  lay  the  appointments  before  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session  may  possibly  have  been  accidental.  I  know 
not  how  this  matter  stands;  but  this  I  know,  that  if  such  a 
representation  had  ever  been  made  to  the  Senate,  I  should 
never  have  been  heard  to  censure  mere  oversights,  or 
acts  of  any  kind  unconsciously  done.  When  honorable 
Senators,  however,  instead  of  excusing,  seek  to  justify 
what  has  been  done,  and  tliis  too  by  such  arguments  as 
we  have  heard,  which,  if  sound,  must  suffice  to  perpetu- 
ate this  power,  the  case  assumes  a  very  different  aspect 
indeed.  Under  this  different  aspect  I  have  been  obliged 
to  consider  it. 

For  thus  regarding  it,  I  know  well  what  I  am  to  en- 
counter. I  have  seen  the  writinr  on  the  wall.  I  know 
the  finger  by  which  it  is  inscribea.  It  needs  no  Daniel  to 
Interpret  it.  But,  sir,  it  is  my  consolation  to  know,  that 
the  balance  in  which  I  shall  be  weighed,  will  never  be 
held  by  any  executive  officer  of  this  Government,  be  he 
whom  he  may.  They  who  sent  me  here,  placed  me  as  a 
warder  on  the  watch-tower,  to  warn  of  the  approach  of 
danger.  I  will  not  play  the  shepherd's  boy,  and  cry.  out 
when  there  is  none.  But  when  the  danger  stands  confessed 
before  me,  come  it  in  what  *'  questionable  shape"  it  may, 
I  will  do  my  duty.  That  duty  is  now  done,  sir;  to  what 
end,  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  will  decide. 

Mr.  KANE  replied  briefly  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Tazcwell. 

Mr.  WOODBUUY  next  rose,  and  observed,  that  in  some 
respects  his  position  resembled  the  gentleman's  from  New 
Jersey;  but  in  certain  particulars  theyiliffered.  He  [Mr. 
W.]  had  not  spoken  at  all,  nor  voted  on  the  resolution  of 
1826,  so  as  to  commit  himself  on  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  make  known  public  and  regular  diplomatic  ap- 
pointments without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
But  on  tiiat  subject  he  then  formed  decisive  opinions, 
which  still  remained  unchanged;  and  if  that  resolution  had 
not  been  laid  upon  the  table,  contrary  to  his  vote,  he 
would  have  placed  those  opinions  on  our  legislath'c  re- 
cords. He  should  not  now,  for  a  moment,  hesitate  to 
avow  that  those  opinions,  so  far  as  regarded  the  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  on  that  point,  went  the  whole 
length  of  what  had  been  detailed  by  tlic  Senator  from 
Virginia.  On  that  point,  however  much  they  might  dif- 
fer on  other  points,  he  agreed  with  him  throughout,  en- 
tirely. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  never  supposed  that  the  enumeration 
of  ministers,  judges,  &c.  in  the  constitution  gave  power 
to  appoint  any  particular  minister  or  judge,  till  a  law  or  a 
specific  appropriation  created  a  particular  office;  and  that 
then  the  President's  power,  aa  well  as  our  own  in  such 
cases,  commenced,  we  acting  with  him  as  to  future  vacan- 
cies during  the  session  of  Congress,  and  he  acting  alone, 
if  he  chooses,  as  to  vacancies  during  our  recess,  so  as  to 
appoint  until  the  close  of  the  ensuing  session.  This  was 
the  fair  and  safe  construction.  He  should  not  now  dwell 
on  the  exceptions  to  tliia  general  principle,  nor  upon  its 
various  limitations.  The  hour  was  too  late,  and  the  ques- 
tion too  irrelevant  to  tlie  real  inquiry  now^  before  the  Se- 
nate. That  inquiry  was,  in  his  opmion,  a  very  narrow 
one.  if  the  House  would  spare  him  a  minute  on  the  true 
question  in  issue,  he  would  endeavor  to  satisfy  them  that 
*lie  difficulty  was  wholly  one  of  form  rather  than  sub- 
stance, and  that  the  amendment  of  his  friend  from  Illinois | 
would,  he  hoped,  remove  even  the  objection  of  form. 

What  was  tlje  fear  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia? 
Tiiat  by  voting  for  the  present  appropriation  he  might 
sconi  to  sanction  what  in  1826  he  and  all  of  us,  who  then 
thought  with  him,  gloried  in  having  disapproved.  We 
all  still  disapprove  of  it.  But  he  [Mr.  Tazewbll]  dis- 
tinctly admitted  that  a  compensation  ought  to  be  made  to 
tiie  agents  to  an  extent  equivalent  to  their  services,  though 
tiicir  appointments  may  have  been  irregular  from  mis- 
take,  precedent,  or  otherwise.     True,  he  wished  it   to 


originate  in  the  other  House,  and  to  be  included  in  i  sc 
parate  bill.  Now,  it  was  well  known,  the  treaty  was  not 
ratified,  and  the  business  concluded,  till  after  the  appro- 
priation bill  was  reported  in  the  other  House;  and  in  such 
case  it  was  usual  to  insert  claims  here.  It  was  also  pro- 
per and  manly  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
though  cenmred  for  it,  to  recommend  the  compenntion 
to  the  old  agents  under  the  last  administration  as  well  as  to 
the  new  agents.  What  then  is  the  whole  difference,  con- 
ceding, a  moment,  for  argument,  that  these  appointments 
were  irregular?  Is  it  whether  you  shall  pay  tnem  in  a  se- 
parate bill,  or  in  the  general  appropriation  bill^  And  this 
also  at  a  late  period  in  our  session,  when  a  separate  bill 
could  not  probably  be  originated  and  passed  in  the  usual 
course  of  ousiness.  It  resolves  itself  then  entirely  into  a 
question  of  form.  Every  advantage  to  be  obtained  by  a 
separate  bill  can  be  secured  here.  We  can  here,  as  in 
such  a  biU,  limit  the  sum  to  the  supposed  benefit  derived 
to  the  public  from  the  services  of  each  agent,  or  leave  it 
to  be  apportioned  by  the  Presid^t  If,  in  our  opinion, 
the  services  of  any  have  been  already  amply  paid,  or  were 
useless  to  the  country,  we  can  here  exclude  them.  But 
all  must  admit,  that,  so  far  as  the  country  has  profited  by 
their  exertions,  so  far  they  ought  in  some  way  to  be  paid, 
whether  their  appointments  were  regular  or  irreguhr. 
In  making  the  compensation,  whether  in  this  or  a  sepa- 
rate bill,  we  could  equally  avoid  the  other  difficulty  of 
using  language  calcidated  to  express  an  opinion  on  tlie  ir- 
regularity of  their  appointments.  He  was  anxious  as  any 
body  to  avoid  inconsistency,  and  to  relieve  any  gentleman 
from  any  set  of  words  such  as  charges,  outfits,  &c.,  which 
might  seem  to  imply  an  expressed  opinion  that  these 
agents  were  regular  charg^si  commissioners,  or  any  other 
class,  by  whatever  name,  of  public  or  accredited  diplo- 
nfUtic  officers.  On  this  point  he  deemed  it  embarrasing 
and  unnecessary  to  go  into  any  subtle  investigations.  The 
present  administration  had  only  followed  the  steps  of  the 
past  one  in  sending  agents  to  Constantinople.  If  a  part 
of  the  Senate  deemed  ihem  legal  and  constitutional  ap- 
pointments of  public  regular  agents,  as  made  to  fill  va- 
cancies, they  could  vote  for  the  appropriation  on  that 
ground.  If  a  portion  deemed  thein  not  such  appoint- 
ments, but  private  informal  agents,  equally  legal  and  equal- 
ly constitutional,  tliev  would  vote  for  the  appropnation 
on  that  ground.  If  others  deemed  them  to  belong  to 
neither  of  these  classes,  they  miglit  vote  for  it  on  the 
broad  g^und  before  mentioned,  and  which  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  concedes,  that  is,  having  reaped  advantages 
from  their  services,  tlicy  are  willing  to  bestow  on  them  a 
quid  pro  quo,  or  a  quantum  meruit.  As  the  amendn^ent 
offered  by  his  friend  on  theright,  lefl  no  implication  of  a 
specific  opinion  on  these  questions,  it  was  the  mo&t  pre- 
ferable, and  should  receive  his  support.  It  avoided  a 
useless  controversy;  it  relinquished  no  power  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  and  opened  no  door  to  danger  or  encroach- 
ment. 

For  himself,  he  always  believed  that  the  President  could 
appoint  secret,  informal,  diplomatic  agents,  without  our 
advice,  and  pay  them  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  By  this 
amendment,  we  only  increased  that  fund  to  meet  this  new 
and  unusual  burden  of  the  Turkish  negotiation  by  such 
agentsf  and  one  which  all,  probably,  admitted  to  be  a  just 
burden  on  the  treasury  in  some  shape  or  other.  Over  thai 
fund,  to  its  whole  extent,  the  President  alone  excrciseM 
sound  discretion,  both  as  to  the  individuals  employed,  and 
the  amount  of  their  salaries,  wheUier^OO  or  $5,000  ayear. 
Both  Houses  of  Congress  have  deemed  it  wise  and  coiisb- 
tutional  to  place  in  his  hands,  and  his  hands  alone,  a  po^ 
to  appoint  and  expend  to  that  extent;  and  if  he  exceeds 
it,  no  remuneration  can  be  had  without  our  subsequent 
approbation.  The  agents  thus  employed  have  no  fixed 
pubhc  diplomatic  powers.  They  arc  not  impeachable  ai 
officers.     They  cannot  commit  either  House  of  Congre" 
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without  our  subsequent  assent.  They  can  make  no  trea- 
ties without  our  subsequent  consent.  It  is  the  President 
and  Senate  who  make  treaties,  who  give  them  validity, 
and  not  the  draughtsmen  or  signers,  whether  they  be  re- 
gular or  irregular  agents.  No  danger  could  accrue  from 
Siis  view  of  Executive  powers.  The  doings  of  agents, 
appointed  without  our  advice,  in  making  treaties,  whether 
in  the  session  or  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  may  or 
may  not  be  approved  by  us  in  the  ratification,  and  may  or 
nay  not  be  approved  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
in  subsequent  appropriations  to  carry  the  treaties  into 
effect.  In  the  case  of  the  Tlorida  trealy,  made  by  Mr. 
Adams,  without  his  nomination  being  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  ue  not  onl^  approved  the  treaty,  but  Congress 
aftervards  appropriated  five  millions  to  carry  it  into  effect 
The  late  Austrian  treaty  was  made  in  the  same  way  by  the 
present  Secretary  of  State;  and,  if  eitoer  of  the  agents 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  had  a  commission  under 
the  broad  seal  or  the  narrow  seal,  they  had  it  without  con- 
auUing  the  Senate.  It  was  not  intended,  any  more  than 
in  this  case,  to  give  them  the  character  uf  public  diplo- 
matic officers,  but  of  mere  temporary  agents  with  special 
powers.  Their  additional  pay  likewise,  if  they  had  any, 
Tas  either  from  the  secret  or  from  the  contingent  funds. 

He  differed,  however,  from  his  friends  who  had  spoken 
on  the  same  side,  as  lo  the  imperative  effect  of  tlie  ratifica^ 
tionof  the  treaty  by  us,  as  imposing  an  obligution  to  pay 
the  agents  at  all  events.  We  ratified  the  treaty,  because 
we  deemed  it  beneficial:  certainly  that  was  his  opinion. 
But  tlie  agents,  or  some  of  them,  might  appear  to  us  to 
have  been  so  little  useful  in  the  negotiation,  as  to  justify 
DO  compensation  on  the  ground  of  a  quantum  meruit. 
When  the  President  employed  and  paid  tliem  out  of  the 
contingent  fund,  he  alone  exercised  a  discretion  on  this, 
ind  vent  into  those  considerations,  unless  he  had  before 
made  with  thent  specific  contracts  as  to  the  amount  of 
their  compensation.  But,  when  we  were  called  on  to  ap- 
propriate  anew,  and  in  a  specific  or  general  form,  for  this 
object,  we  had  the  power  to  affix  any  reasonable  limits  to 
that  appropriation.  Here  we  proposed  to  add  to  the  ge- 
peral  contingent  fuml  only  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  leav- 
ing the  President,  within  that  sum,  to  exercise  bis  own 
discretion,  and  make  such  discriminations  as  justice  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  rose  to  address  the  Senate,  but,  after 
s  few  words,  he  p^ve  way  for -a  motion  to  adjourn;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

WXDXaSSAT,    FXBBUjiRT   23. 

THE  TURKISH  COMmSSION. 

The  Senate  having  again  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  amendment  proposed  to  the  general  appropriation 
hill  by  Mr.  Tazewell, 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  rose,  and  addressed  tiie  Senate  as 
follows: 

A  just  diffidence  of  my  power  to  impress  upon  others 
the  force  of  considerations  which  guide  nie  in  forming  my 
own  opinion,  has  generally  induced  me  to  be  silent,  when 
in  any  debate  others  had  expressed  the  reasons  which 
were  to  govern  my  vote.  My  rinng  to  address  you  now, 
Mr.  President,  is  no  departure  from  this  rule.  Dissent- 
ing in  every  particular  from  the  doctrines  on  which  a  most 
Krave  accasation  has  been  made;  feeling  it  a  duty  to  re- 
fute that  accusation,  on  ^rounds  and  for  reasons  which 
i^ve  not  been  expressed  by  others,  I  must  reluctantly 
Mk  the  attention  of  t\\t  Senate  while  I  endeavor  to  per- 
form this  duty. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Virginia  has,  in  the  most  unquali- 
fied terms,  characterized  this  whole  transaction,  from  its 
^ery  outset  to  its  conclusion,  as  a  lawless,  unconstitutional 
ttsurpation  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  President;  and 
the  acquiescence  in  it  which  he  says  will  be  involved  in 
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our  adoption  of  the  amendment,  a  participation  in  the 
acts  thus  denounced,  aggravated  by  a  base  surrender  of 
rights,  which  are  vested  m  us  by  the  constitution.  I  re- 
peat, sir,  literally,  the  charge.  He  has  added,  tbat  it  is 
gross,  palpable,  to  be  justified  by  no  construction  of  the 
letter  of  the  constitution,  nor  excused  by  its  spirit;  that, 
with  respect  to  the  President,  the  act  is  done,  the  sacri- 
fice is  consummated;  but  that,  on  our  parts,  we  may  yet 
avoid  the  sacrilegious  gtiilt  of  violating  the  constitution,  by 
voting  with  him  for  striking  out  the  appropriation.  We 
have  yet  this  resource.  But,  in  a  tone  at  once  admonitory 
and  menacing,  we  are  told  tiiat  there  is  no  other  escape; 
we  stand  on  the  brink;  another  ^ep,  and  we  are  lost,  en- 
gulphed,  with  the  President  and  hia  advisers,  in  the  same 
abyss  of  political  profligacy  and  ruin. 

Sir,  I  wish  for  no  escape.  If  I  denred  one,  I  could 
find  it  behind  the  reasoning  of  the  Senator  himself.  He 
moves  to  strike  out  the  appropriation,  because  it  provides 
for  an  outfit,  and  because  it  calls  those  who  made  the 
treaty  commissioners.  Yet  he  is  willing  to  pay  the  whole 
sum^-ay!  and  a  much  greater,  as  much  as  any  member 
mj^y  deem  a  sufficient  remuneration;  he  will  be  not  only 
just,  but  generous.  Why  will  he  do  this?  Why,  as  a 
guardian  of  the  public  treasure  as  well  as  of  the  constitu- 
tion— why  will  he  open  it  to  these  persons?  Undoubtedljr, 
because  he  thinks  tney  have  rendered  a  service:  but  m 
what  manner  ?^  in  what  capacity?  Clearly,  in  no  other  than 
that  of  making  a  treaty,  and  as  commisioners.  Then,  I 
ask,  sir,  is  he  not  willing'  to  sacrifice  the  substance  for  the 
form>  Would  not  a  provision  for  this  pavment,  in  any 
manner  that  you  could  give  it,  sanction  the  service  by 
which  it  was  earned?  But  the  "rose"  which,  in  another 
part  of  the  g*ntieman*s  argument,  he  said  would  "  smell 
as  sweet  by  any  other  name,"  here  loses  its  fragrance. 
Change  its  denomination,  call  it  compensation  for  services, 
and  its  perfume  is  deficidus;  alter  the  name  to  outfit  and 
sakry,  its  odor  is  insupportable,  and  taints  the  very  air; 
every  constitutionad  nerve  of  the  Senator  is  riiockedby  it. 
Now,  sir,  if  I  wished  to  escape  the  question,  if  I  thought 
the  denunciation  well  supported,  I  might,  as  1  said,  adopt 
this  reasoning,  and,  bv  voting  for  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Kahe,]  which  avoids  the 
objectionable  terms,  leave  it  in  dbubt  whether  I  did  not 
assent  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  But, 
sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to  avail  myself  df  such  a  subterfuge. 
WheQCver  I  have  formed  an  opinion,  and  am  properly 
called  on  by  duty  to  express  it,  I  wiUdo  it  fearlessly,  mde- 
pendently,  as  becomes  a  member  of  this  august  body, 
frankly  to  my  fcUow-Senators,  explicitly  to  ue  nation; 
but,  at  the  same  tiipe,  with  a  proper  deference  and  re- 
spect for  the  opinions  of  those  with  whom  I  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  diflfcr.  In  this  spirit,  sir,  I  will  proceed  to  discuss 
the  serious  questions  that  have  been  raised  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  and  to  repel,  as  best  I  majr,  the  charge  of 
violating  the  constitution,  and  surrendering  the  rights  of 
the  body  to  which  I  have  the  honor  to  belong. 

I  do  not,  myself,  deal  in  professions  of  attachment  to 
the  constitution — ^when  made  by  others,  I  believe  them, 
unless  their  conduct,  or  character,  has  given  me  reason  to 
doubt  their  sincerity.  In  the  case  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  no  one  who  knows  him  can  have  such  a  doubt; 
but  whilst  the  fullest  confidence  is  feh  that  he  is  per- 
suaded of  the  truth  of  all  he  utters,  and  while^e  is  con- 
vinced that  the  construction  he  puts  on  the  constitution  is 
the  true  one;  while  he  believes  that  those  who  think  dif- 
ferentiy  are  in  the  wrong,  might  not  a  slight  suspicion 
that  he  himself  is  deceived;  that  his  judgment,  strong  as 
it  naturally  is,  and  invigorated  as  it  has  been  by  stud^  and 
reflection,  that  even  such  a  judgment  might  sometimes  err? 
and  would  not  this  reflection,  nad  it  occurred,  have  led 
him  to  think  tiiat  this  might  be  one  of  those  rare  occasions, 
and  have  induced  him  to  qualify  by  some  expression  of  a 
possibility  that  hia  reasoning  might  be  ill-founded,  the 
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sweeping  chjirges  of  usurpation,  and  lawless  and  uncon- 
stitutional acts  by  the  President,  of  dereliction  of  duty  in 
those  who  support  them?  and  would  not  that  reflection 
also  have  inclined  him  to  avoid  asserting  that  these  viola- 
tions were  gross,  open,  palpable,  such  as  the  plainest  un- 
derstanding must  perceive — ^thus  leaving  *^o  those  who 
cannot  read  the  constitution  as  he  does,  not  even  the  ex- 
cuse of  error  and  ignorance  to  cover  their  aberrations? 
Sir,  this  charge  gt>cs  out  to  the  nation,  to  the  world,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Senator's  name — it  has  already 
gone  forth;  party  spirit  has  already  seized  it;  detraction 
has  repeated  it;  simple  credulity  may  believe  it;  and  the 
nation  is  given  to  understand  that  its  first  magistrate  has 
deliberately  committed  an  open  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  his  duty,  or,  as  was  insinuated,  has  been  ignO- 
rantly  made  the  instrument  of  otliers  in  its  performance; 
and  that  this  body,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  is 
readv,  unless  they  listen  to  the  warning  voice  of  the  Sena- 
tor n'ora  Virginia,  to  aid  in  the  parricidal  act.  Now,  sir, 
how  if  this  charge  sliould  be  unsupported?  How  if  it 
should  be  void  of  the  slightest  foundation?  How  if  the 
letter  of  the  constitution,  as  well  as  its  spirit,  should  sanc- 
tion the  reprobated  act?  How  if  it  should  be  prove<l  to 
have  been  the  uniform  course  of  the  Government  from 
its  institution,  pursued  by  the  practice  of  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Adams,  Monroe,  by  every  President  of  every 
party,  sanctioned  by  every  Senate,  unimpeached  by  any 
House  of  Representatives^-called  in  question  by  no  vigi- 
lant guardian  of  the  constitution  until  the  present  day  ^ 
How  then!  What  then  will  this  nation,  the  intelligent  na- 
tion to  whom  this  eharge  is  niade^  what  will  they  think — 
what  will  be,  their  v^nlict?  To  them,  sir,  I  appeal;  to 
their  sentence  I  am  willing  to  submit.  Sir,  T  do  not  arro- 
gate to  myself  to  be  one  of  the  chosen  few  to  whose 
charge  the  defence  of  the  constitution  is  committed;  or 
that  my  constructitjn  of  that  instrument  is  the  only  ortho- 
dox faith.  All  those  who  surround  me,  have  an  equal 
duty  to  perform  in  this  respect;  all  of  them  are,  no  doubt, 
equally  willing,  and  most  of  them  more  able,  to  perform 
it  tlian  myself;  but,  while  I  yield  to  their  equal  right  and 
superior  ability,  I  must  resist  the  claim  any  one  may  set 
up,  either  directly  or  by  implication,  to  the  title  of  exclu- 
sive defender  of  the  constitution.  I  have  said  that  I  do 
not  deal  in  professions;  but  when  the  measures  my  sense 
of  duty  obliges  me  to  support,  arc  stigmatized  by  the 
terms  we  have  just  heard,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that 
I  yield  to  no  man  in  attacliment  to  the  charter  of  our  fun- 
damental laws,  to  the  Union  of  which  it  is  the  bond,  and 
to  those  rights  of  its  separate  members,  which  are  uot 
surrendered  by  it  to  the  National  Government.  I  am  old 
enough  to  have  watched  the  progress  of  its  fornuition,  to 
have  witnessed  the  first  moments  of  its  existence,  and  was 
one  of  those  who  hailed  its  first  appearance  as  the  har- 
binger of  that  prosperity  which  it  has  so  gloriously  re- 
alized. I  saw  it,  sir,  in  its  cradle,  marked  its  progress 
with  no  inattentive  eye;  and  the  first  period  of  my  politi- 
cal life  was  employed  in  resisting  inroads  which  false  con- 
•  structions,  in  high  party  times,  made  on  its  provisions.  I 
belonged,  and  faithfully  adhered,  to  the  pai-t^'  which  qp- 
posed  (for  a  period  unsuccessfully)  acts  which  we  thougtit 
infractious  of^  that  instrument.  My  profession  of  faith  has 
not  heretofore,  and  is  not  now,  altered — ^it  never  will  be. 
But  that  faith  does  not  obrig;e  me  to  array  myself  with  any 
one,  whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  his  patriotism  and 
zeal,  in  opposition  to  tlie  exercise  of  a  power  that  I  think 
is  fairly  conferred  by  the  constitution  to  one  branch  of  the 
Government,  or  contend  for  it  in  favor  of  another  not  en- 
titled to  it,  though  I  should  myself  be  a  member  of  that 
latter  branch. 

What  are  tke  facts  which  have  created  this  sudden  ex- 
plosion? The  rapid  giowth  of  the  Russian  establishments 
on  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  consequent  incresFC  of  ccm- 
nierce  in  that  quarter,  had  for  some  years  past  made  an 


arrangement  desirable  with  the  Sultan,  who  held  the  keys 
of  the  narrow  inlet,  through  which  alone  an  entrance  into 
this  sea  could  be  had.  The  immediate  predecessor  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  had  appointed  successively  the 
two  commanders  of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean, 
together  with  Mr.  Offley,  our  consul  at  Smyrna,  commis- 
aoners  to  effect  tliis  object.  They  were  furnished  \ir\\l\ 
f\ill  powers,  commissioned  under  the  great  seal,  and  in- 
structed to  make  a  treaty  to  secure  this  object.  This  was 
designed  to  be  a  secret  mission;  it  was  never  communi- 
cated to  the  Senjite,  nor  was  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
missioners submitted  to  them  for  confirmation:  however, 
from  some  cause,  not  perfectly  understood,  but,  as  inany 
believe,  from  too  great  publicity  given  to  the  mission,  it 
totally  failed;  and  this  failure  became  known  soon  aftvr 
Mr.  Adams  went^out  of  office.  The  object  increasing 
every  day  in  importance,  it  very  early  attracted  the  attc  n- 
tion  of  the  present  administration;  and  to  avoid  the  iiiter- 
f^rence  of  other  nations,  and  better  to  secure  the  secrecy 
of  the  operation,  Mr.  Rhind  was  appointed  consul  to  Odes- 
sa, but  was  furnished  with  full  powere,  directed  jointly 
and  severally  to  him.  Commodore  Biddle,  and  Mr.  Offley; 
he  was  directed,  under  the  cover  of  his  consular  appoint- 
ment, to  proceed  to  Constantinople,  and  tliere  ncrgotlitte 
for  the  fice  entrance  into  the  Black  Sea;  he  went  there, 
his  object  was  not  suspected,  and  on  the  7lh  May  la*t  ho 
concluded  a  treaty,  which  was  signed  by  Messrs.  OfHey 
and  Biddle,  they  having  arrived  in  the  interval,  on  the  day 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  at  its  last  session. 
This  last  commission,  like  the  preceding  appointmtnt-s 
by  Mr.  Adams,  was  made  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate;  ar.d, 
as  had  been  the  case  in  these  instances,  the  names  cf  the 
commissioners  were  not  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
firmation. These  are  the  facts,  and  on  them  is  founded 
the  .nccusaticn  we  have  hcarel. 

Let  us  remenibeT  that  this  is  not  a  tiuestion  which  con- 
cerns tlie  infringement  of  any  State  right,  that  it  is  not  oi.e 
of  reserved  or  conceded  powers,  but  merely  regarels  the 
mode  of  exercising  one  confesjjedly  given  to  the  General 
Government — that  of  treating  in  the  name  of  all  the  States 
with  a  foreign  nation. 

I  will  examine,  in  oreler,  the  positions  on  wliich  tliese 
serious  charges  are  founded.  The  first  of  them  (although 
I  do  not  think  it  applicable  to  the  present  case)  is,  tliat 
the  President  has  no  power  to  appoint  a  public  minister 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  any  Power  %vliere  no 
such  minister  had  previously  exibted;  or  even  if  such  mis- 
sion had  previously  existed,  unless  tlic  vacancy  occurred 
afler  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate.  To  this  position  I 
accc(]e  in  none  of  its  parts.  But  if  I  should  err  on  this  sub- 
ject, 1  hope  to  show  that  the  establishment  of  this  construc- 
tion will  not  justify  the  ch.irgc  that  is  founded  upcn  it, 

I  construe  the  constitution  as  I  wculd  any  other  MTlitcn 
instniment,  by  its  words,  where  they  are  explicit — whe^re 
there  is  eloubt,  by  the  context — by  the  plain  object  of  its 
framers,  by  a  view  of  the  evils  it  was  intended  to  remedy, 
tlie  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made,  aud  the  con- 
temporaneous construction  and  uniform  practice  under  it. 
To  adhere  to  its  letter,  without  these  aids,  would  sc  nic- 
tlmcs  defeat  the  powers  evidently  intended  to  be  veste-d 
by  it — sometimes  give  it  greater  than  were  ccntemplatcd. 
For  instance,  the  President  is  directed  to  "tiike  caie  that 
tlic  laws  be  faithfully  executed."  Take  tills  literalh, 
without  any  aid  from  the  rules  of  construction  I  have  laid 
down,  and  \ou  give  him  all  power  but  that  of  lcgisl:;t:on. 
In  the  article  next  preceding,  it  is  said  that  **no  Stiite 
shall  enter  into  any  compact  or  agreement  with  another 
State,  without  the  consent  of  Congress."  A  literal  con- 
struction cf  which  would  prevent  a  settlement  of  disputed 
boundaries:  or  any  other  airangement  which  mutual  ac- 
commodation, for  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds,  the  :*iie»t 
of  fiiglti\e.s,  or  s'mihir  objects,  might  require.  Let  Ui 
exam^i.e  the  position  by  these  rules. 
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The  constitution  directs  that  *'  the  President  shall  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Se- 
nate, appoint,  ambassadors,  other  public    ministers  and 
consuls,  judj^s  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States,  whose  appohitment  is  not  here- 
in othenirise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established 
bylaw."     It  then  gives  power  to  Cong^ss  to  vest  the 
appointment    of  such  interior    officers  as    they  tliink 
proper,  in  the  President  alone.     Here   the  appointing* 
power  is  complete.     But  as  this  power  was  to  be  exer- 
cised by  the  President,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Senate,  and  as  the  sessions  of  that  body  were  not  perma- 
nent, it  was  foreseen  that  great  inconvenience  would  re- 
suklf  all  \'acancies  were  to  remain  open  during  the  recess. 
What  was  tlie  natural  remedy?     To  ^ive  the  temporary 
appointment  to  the  President,  subject  in  the  usual  manner 
to  tlic  con6rmation  of  tlie  Senate,  when  it  should  meet. 
And  to  afford  tliem  time  for  deliberation,  the  duration  of 
the  temporary  appointment  was  extended  to  the  en^l  of 
tiieir  session.     The   evil  to  be  remedied  by  this  proviso 
was  the  vacancy  of  an  office  occurring  at  a  time  when  it 
was  impossible  for  the  President  to  submit  a  nomination 
to  the  Senate.  Such  would  be  tlic  case  of  an  officer  dying* 
during  the  recess,  or  resigning  on  thedayof  our  adjourn- 
ment;  or  of  a  minister  dying  in  a  distant  country  at  a  time 
dui-ing  the  session  when  it  would  be  impos^jible  to  know 
the  event  before  the  adjournmenL     If,  in  these  two  last 
cases,  tlie  office  were  to  remain  vacant  until  tlie  meeting 
of  Congress,  the  remedy  in  the  proviso  would  not  be  com- 
mensurate to  the  evil  it  was  intended  to  avoid.     There 
would  be  vacancies  when  if  was  the  evident  intention  of 
the  instrument  there  should  be  none.     1  must  not  be  un- 
derstood as  saying  that  an  inconvenience  attending  any 
construction  b  sufficient  to  show  it  to  be  falsa,  or  that  to 
be  the  true  reading  which  avoids  it     Where  the  words 
are  express — where  the  intention  is  evident,  however  in- 
convenient, they  must  be  obeyed.  But,  where  the  words 
will  admit  of  an  interpretation  wlijch  avoids  such  an  evil 
as  must  have  been  foreseen,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to 
be  left  unprovided  for,  there  the  rules  of  construction  to 
which  I  advert  will  apply.     Before  we  consider  the  words 
of  tlie  constitution,  let  us  see  the  consequences  that  would 
result  from  an  adherence  to  what  is  perhaps  their  literal 
meaning.     The  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  dies 
on  the  day  before  the  adjournment.     The  vacancv  cannot 
be  filled  until  the  December  following.     The  collection 
of  one-third  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  must  be 
left  in  irresponsible  hands.     The  commander  of  a  military 
district  in  time  of  war  dies — his  loss  cannot  be  supplied-^ 
tlie  most  important  operations  on  which  the  safety  of  the 
country  depends  must  be  stopped.     In  the  distant  opera- 
tions of  your  navy,  the  same  or  a  greater  risk  and  incon- 
venience occurs.     At  the  moment  of  concluding  a  com- 
mercial arrangement,  by  which  immense  advantages  are 
to  be  secured,  or  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  is  to  save  tlie 
country  perhaps  from  devastation,  your  plenipotentiary 
dies  dunng  the  session  of  Congress,  but  before  the  Pre- 
sident is  apprised  of  it.     He  cannot  supply  his  place:  the 
commercial  advantages  are  lost — the  war  must  rage— tlie 
countj-y  must  be  devastated:  because,  according  to  the 
l.teral  construxrtion  of  the  clause,  the  vacancy  happened 
during  the  session,  not  in  the  recess.     The  President  who 
should  presume  to  remedy  these  evils,  would  be  guilty  of 
a  *' lawless  usurpation  of  unconstitutional  power."     And 
the  zealous  guardians  of  our  rights  on  this  floor  would  de- 
nounce all  those  who  raig^ht  presume  to  think  differently, 
as  men  ready  to  lay  the  righu  of  the  body  to  which  they 
belong  at  tlie  feet  of  Executive  power.     These,  sir,  and 
a  hundred  other  inconveniences  which  might  be  stated, 
are  not  only  possible,  but  probable,  but  certain  and  inevi- 
table, and  must  occur  dunng  the  long  series  of  ages  in 
which  It  is  our  unanimous  prayer  that  our  constitution  may 
live     Arc  they  not  great?     Must  they  not  liave  been  fore- 


seen? Could  they  have  escaped  the  wisdom  and  deep 
foresight  of  the  sages  who  framed  the  constitution  ?  Have 
they  not. provided  for  them  ?  My  belief  is  that  they  have, 
by  the  section  in  question.  The  PreaJdent  by  it  is  autho- 
rized to  **  fdl  up  all  vacancies  that  mav  happen  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate*"  Now  take  this  literally,  and  he 
may  fill  up  vacancies  in  the  Senate  itself-- and  it  appears, 
from  the  Federalist,  that  this  was  once  seriously  contend- 
ed for.  But  this  cannot  be  the  tnie  construction,  though 
no  one  can  deny  that  it  is  the  literal  one.  Why?  Be- 
cause it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  this  section  to  limit 
it  to  the  case  of  officers.  There  are,  then,  reasons  which 
justify  a  departure  from  tlie  literal  meaning  of  the  section 
ni  this  instance.  Are  there  none  in  the  case  before  us? 
I  think  they  have  been  already  sufficiently  pointed  out. 
Another,  ]}erhaps,  of  some,  though  1  do  not  think  of  con- 
clusive weight,  19,  tliat  the  omission  of  a  comma,  which 
was  p  robabiy  i  nserted  in  the  draught  after  the  word  happen, 
may  have  given  rise  to  all  the  ambiguity  in  the  phrase. 
In  that  case,  the  period  described,  that  is,  the  recess  of 
tlie  Senate,  would  relate,  to  the  antecedent  power  of  fill- 
ing the  vacancy,  not  to  tJie  occurrence  of  the  event  by 
which  it  was  created.  '  My  exposition  of  this  clause,  there- 
fore, is,  that  it  permits  the  President  to  fill  all  vacancies 
in  any  of  the  enumerated  offices,  whether  they  occur  du- 
ring the  recess,  or  even  during  the  session  of  die  Senate, 
if  the  vacancy  was  not  known  to  him,  or  could  not  be  sup- 
plied during  the  session;  but  that  be  would  he  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  duty  if  he  appointed  tliem  during  the  session, 
and  did  not  send  in  the  nomination  to  the  Senate. 

It  was  said  on  this  subject,  that  no  President  had  ever 
dared  to  fill  up  an  original  vacancy  in  an  office  after  the 
end  of  tlie  session  in  which  the  law  which  created  the  of- 
fice had  passed.  Whether  it  was  tlie  want  of  courage, 
or  of  inclination,  that .  prevented  tlie  performance  of  an 
improper  act,  I  cannot  say.  But  as  it  is  admitted  that  the 
act  was  not  done,  perhi^s  it  might  be  miite  proper  to  at- 
tribute  it  to  tlie  latter  cause.  But  the  fact,  if  it  be  one, 
strongly  exemplifies  my  construction.  Any  office,  first 
created  by  law,  must  be  vacant  at  the  moment  the  law  is 
approved  by  the  President  That  must  necessarily  be 
during  the  session  of  the  Senate.  He  is,  therefore,  bound 
to  fill  it;  because  the  vacancy  not  only  happens  during  tlie 
session,  but  it  also  comes  to  his  knowledge  at  that  period. 
But  suppose  a  law  to  be  passed,  requirmg  the  appoint- 
mentof  certain  officers,. which  is  not  to  take  effect  until  a 
distant  period,  or  that  is  dependent  on  an  uncertain  event, 
and  at  tliat  time  the  Senate  shoidd  not  be  in  session,  can 
it  be  doubted  tliat  the  President  would  be  authorized  to 
make  a  temporary  appointment  to  fill  such  original  vacan- 
cy ?  If  he  could,  by  what  authority  ?  Not  the  law  surely ; 
for  that  cannot  alter  a  constitutional  right  of  the  Senate, 
unless  the  office  be  an  inferior  one,  and  the  right  to  fill  it 
without  tlie  concurrence  of  the  Senate  be  expressly  given 
by  the  law:  it  must  be  tlien  by  the  liberal  construction  of 
the  section,  which  I  contend  is  the  true  construction.  On 
which  subject,  sir,  permit  me  to  state  a  manifest  differ- 
ence in  the  rules  for  interpreting  the  constitution.  When 
the  question  is,  whether  a  certain  power  is  granted  by  it  to 
the  General  Government,  or  resened  to  the  States — in  that 
case,  whenever  there  is  reasonable  doubt,  the  power 
ought  not  to  be  exercised.  But  where  the  States  have 
confessedly  parted  with,  and  do  not  claim  the  power — 
where  it  is  plainly  their  object  and  their  interest  that  it 
should  be  exercised  by  tlie  Federal  Government,  and  the 
only  question  is,  by  what  branch,  and  in  what  manner- 
then  the  true  rule  of  intei*pretation  is  that  which  will  give 
effect  to  the  power,  rather  tlmn  that  which  would  destroy 
it.  In  the  ca^e  of  interfering  claims  between  the  States 
individually  and  their  federal  head,  the  mind  must  be  con- 
vinced that  the  power  in  question  was  intended  to  be 
granted,  before  it  can  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  be- 
longs to  the  General  Government.  Where  there  is  doubt, 
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there  can  be  no  such  conclunon.  Therefore,  the  power 
must  rest  as  it  was — ^that  is,  with  the  State  Government. 
But  in  the  <^uestion,  how  a  power  confessedly  granted  is 
to  be  exercised — then  such  absolute  certainty  is  not  re- 
quired. The  first  duty  of  the  expositor  is  to  adopt  some 
conclunon  that  will  g^ve  effect  to  the  declared  and  con- 
fessed grant  of  power.  And  altliough  there  may  be  doubtd 
as  to  the  agency  by  which  the  intent  is  to  be  executed, 
^et  they  must  be  weighed,  and  the  decision  made  accord- 
mg  to  die  preponderance  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  either 
of  the  departments  claiming  it.  Thus,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, it  is  the  undenied  and  express  intent  of  the  con- 
stitution that  offices  should  be  filled  by  the  President^  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  when  they  were  in 
session,  and  by  a  temporary  appointment  in  the  recess. 
The  evident  intent,  then,  is  that  there  shall  be  no  vacancy. 
The  words,  however,  pve  rise  to  two  constructions.  By 
the  one,  this  evident  intent  will  be  carried  into  effect.  By 
adopting  it,  there  will  be  no  vacancy  for  a  longer  period 
than  elapses  before  it  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Pre- 
sident. By  the  other,  in  many  most  important  cases  this 
intent  will  be  defeated;  the  office  must  remain  vacant  for  the 
inconvenient,  and  sometimes  exceedingly  injurious  period 
of  eight  or  nine  months.  Which  of  mese  constructions 
are  we  to  adopt?  1  should  incline  to  think  the  former 
would  not  only  be  the  best  but  the  safest:  for  not  a  single 
inconvenience,  that  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  or  that 
has  been  sunpested,  wiU  attend  the  appointment  to  fill  a 
vacancy  whicn  occurs  during  the  session,  but  which  is 
unknown  to  the  President  until  the  recess — ^not  a  single 
inconvenience  that  will  not  occur  if  the  vacancy  happens 
in  the  recess:  while  the  necessity  for  filUng  it  is  equally 
evident  in  both  cases.  Gentlemen,  for  whose  judgment 
I  have  the  highest  respect,  I  know,  differ  from  me  on  this 
poitit;  and  it  is  probable  they  may  be  right.  I  express 
my  opinion  merely  because  the  occasion  calls  for  it,  and 
my  constituents  and  the  public  have  a  right,  in  the  station 
I  occupy,  to  understand  it.  But  although  it  lays  at  the 
bottom  of  the  argument  wliich  has  been  used  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia,  I  do  not  think,  as  I  hope  to  show,  tliat  it  is 
the  point  on  which  the  present  question  is  to  be  decided. 

The  reasoning  I  have  hitherto  used,  is  applicable  to  the 
appointment  of  all  officers,  as  well  ministers  to  foreign 
Powers  as  others;  but  there  are  reasons  pecufiar  to  the 
former,  which  place  the  authority  to  commission  them 
during  the  recess  on  a  different  ground.  The  office  of 
inini&ter  to  a  foreign  Power  derives  its  authority  fi*om  the 
law  of  nations.  The  intercourse  which  the  political  rela- 
tion of  different  States  towards  each  in  modem  times 
requires,  their  mutual  wants,  and  the  comity  which  exists 
between  them,  render  the  frequent,  and  generally  the 
permanent,  intervention  of  agents  from  one  to  the  otiier 
necessary.  Every  civilized  nation  must  necessarily  have 
the  power  of  appointing  and  receiving  such  agents  vest- 
ed in  some  one  or  more  of  its  depkrXments.  In  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  this  power  is  divided:  the 
President  alone  has  the  right  to  receive  foreign  ministers, 
and,  by  the  power  to  make  treaties,  subject  to  the  assent 
of  the  Senate,  that  of  making  these  treaties  himself,  dr, 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  thut  of  appointing  the  per* 
sons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  made.  No  law,  therefore, 
was  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  exercise  of  this  func- 
tion. The  moment  the  first  President  entered  into  office, 
he  had  the  right  to  perform  it,  either  by  himself,  or  by  otiiers. 

The  laws  of  nations,  however,  to  which  I  have  referred, 
make  a  distinction,  as  I  hope  abundantly  to  prove,  between 
two  classes  of  agents  by  whom  the  diplomatic  intercourse 
may  be  carried  on;  it  distinguishes  between  public  minis- 
ters and  private  agents.  In  the  first  are  included  ambas- 
sadors,  envoys,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  ministers  resi- 
dent, charges  d'affaires,  consuls,  &c.  In  the  second  class 
there  can  be  no  gradation  of  rank,  but  the  powers  may  be 
us  extensive  as  those  given  to  any  of  the  otlicrs.     The 


power  to  make  treaties,  then,  includes  that  of  appointing 
agents,  as  well  of  the  one  as  of  the  other  class.  But  the 
constitution  has  placed  a  limitation  on  the  power  of  ap« 
pointing  those  of  the  first  class;  and  having  given  none  to 
that  of  the  second,  the  President  has  it  without  restriction. 
In  this  branch  of  the  argument,  however,  our  inquiry 
relates  to  the  public  ministers  only;  and  the  question  is, 
whether  the  President  has  a  right  to  appoint  such  minis- 
ters during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  eitlier  to  a  Power 
with  whom  we  before  had  sent  no  such  minister,  or  to  fill 
a  vacancy  in  the  mission  to  a  country  where  we  before  had 
a  minister,  if  that  vacancy  should  have  occurred  during 
the  session  of  the  Senate.  This  is  here  the  sole  question; 
for  I  admit,  Uiat,  in  all  cases  of  appointment  to  public 
foreign  missions,  made  in  the  recess,  the  Presdent  w 
bound  to  submit  the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at  its  next 
meeting.  This  is  my  reasoning  on  that  subject.  Having 
the  power  to  make  treaties,  afterwards  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate,  the  President  has  the  right  to  select  the  nation 
with  whom  such  treaties  are  to  be  made,  and  the  time  most 
favorable  for  makinc^  them.  That  thne  may  occur  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  he  therefore  has  the  power 
to  fill  the  original  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  a  public 
minister;  but,  in  that  case,  if  the  riegotiation  is  earned  on 
by  such  minister,  he  must  send  in  the  nomination  to  the 
Senate  at  some  time  during  their  session,  if  he  wishes  the 
appointment  to  continue  beyond  that  period.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  he  finds  no  occauon  for  extending  tlie  powers 
of  the  minister  beyond  the  time  at  which  his  commis»on 
would  expire  by  the  constitutional  limitation;  if  he  knows, 
for  example,  that  the  treaty  will  be  made  at  that  time,  or 
the  negotiation  will  be  broken  off,  he  may,  at  his  discre- 
tion, omit  sending  in  the  name  for  confirmation.  He  must 
do  this,  as  he  does  all  other  discretionary  acts,  under  his 
responsibility  to  the  nation;  but,  in  my  opinion,  he  clearly 
has  the  power* 

The  error,  as  it  appears  to  me,  lies  in  considering  the 
mission  to  each  court  as  a  separate  and  distinct  office: 
whereas  the  office  of  ambassador  or  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary is  a  generai  one,  subject  to  the  President's  direction 
where  he  is  to  be  sent.  He  is  a  minister  to  reside  at  such 
a  place;  an  ambassador  to  go  to  such  a  sovereign.  Sup- 
pose the  constitution  had,  in  express  terms,  said,  the  Pre- 
sident shall  have  the  power  to  appoint' messengers  to  carry 
despatches  to  different  courts — would  the  messenger  to 
London,  the  one  to  Paris,  or  St.  Petersburg,  be  several 
and  distinct  officers,  or  would  the  office  be  the  substance, 
and  the  destination  an  accident,  liable  to  be  varied,  with- 
out altering  the  character  of  the  appointment  ?  Again :  if 
the  President  had  been  authorized  to  appoint  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  District  of  ColumbU,  surely  he  might 
apportion  them  to  the  diflercnt  cities;  and  their  particidar 
destination  would  not  make  the  justice  for  one  town  an 
officer  different  in  kind  from  the  justice  of  another.  The 
constitution  puts  the  offices  of  public  ministers  precisely 
on  the  same  footing:  it  does  not  limit  the  number,  nor  has 
any  law  made  such  limitation:  as  it  now  stands,  ai^  ever 
has  stood,  and  must  remain,  until  the  I^egislature  shall  de- 
clare how  many  officers  of  this  description  there  shall  be, 
it  is  necessarily  a  matter  of  sound  discretion  with  the  Pre- 
sident to  what  courts  the  exigencies  of  the  country  require 
that  a  public  resident  minister  should  be  sent.  In  case  of 
a  new  mission,  as  his  nomination  may  be  rejected,  either 
because  the  Senate  think  the  mission  inexpedient,  or  be- 
cause they  diapprove  of  the  man}  he  will  generally  avoid 
making  such  appointments,  without  consulting  the  Senate 
by  submitting  the  nomination,  unless  the  exigency  of  the 
case  req\iires  it.  And  as  to  the  existence  of  such  neces- 
sity, he  must  stand  upon  his  responsibility  to  the  people; 
I  to  be  enforced,  in  case  of  an  unwise  exercise  of  the  powtr, 
.by  their  voice  of  disapprobation — a  sufficient  sanction  to  a 
^  man  of  character;  and,  in  case  of  a  corrupt  exercise,  by 
I  impeachment.     And  it  must  further  be  observed,  that  the 


249 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


250 


Feb.  23,  1831.] 


ThrkUh  Camnusaion. 


[SX^TATB. 


tvo  Houses  have  each  a  check  on  any  extravagance  of  this 
kind,  by  the  appropriation. 

But  that  no  limitation  as  to  the  particular  destination  of 
the  ministers  was  intended  to  be  made  by  hiw,  is  proved 
bj  the  first  appropriation  bill  passed  in  1790,  where 
f40,000  is  appropriated,  not  for  the  support  of  particular 
nisaonsy  but  **  for  the  support  of  such  persons  as  he  [the 
Preaideut]  shall  commission  to  serve  the  United  States  in 
foreign  partSy"  and  for  their  incidental  expenses;  and  its 
only  limitation  is  that  of  their  compensation  for  the  differ- 
ent grades,  which  has  remained  unchanged  to  the  present 
day. 

The  prominent  and  striking  case  of  ministers  appointed 
to  make  peace  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  stood  so 
directly  in  the  way  of  the  position  which  denies  the  power 
to  create  a  new  mission  in  the  recess,  that  the  absolute 
necessity  of  removing  or  getting  round  it  was  apparent. 
But  it  could  not  be  removed.  There  it  stands — ^its  exist- 
ence evident — its  constitutionality  not  doubted — its  abso- 
solute  necessity  unquestioned.  What  was  to  be  done? 
The  ingenuity  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Tabb- 
vell]  has  provided  a  remedy.  The  whole  is  referred  to 
the  war>inaking  powers.  The  President  is  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army.  He  may  find  it  necessary  to  make  an 
armistice.  He  may  effect  this  by  such  agents  as  he  thinks 
proper.  The  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace  are  not 
BHnisters;  tbey  are  agents  to  negotiate  an  armistice.  As 
veil,  says  he»  may  you  call  the  officer  sent  to  negotiate  an 
exchange  of  prisoners,  or  settle  the  terms  of  capitulation 
for  a  foKress;  as  well  might  you  call  him  a  minister,  as  the 
perKms  sent  to  settle  the  armistice. 

It  is  somewhat  unfortunate  for  this  argument  that  nego- 
tiators for  peace  are  invariably  plenipotentiaries^  that  their 
anthority  is  authenticated  by  tne  same  broad  seal  that  is 
Ripposed  to  have  added  so  much  dignity  to  the  diplomatic 
character  of  Messrs.  Offley,  Biddle,  and  Khindf  tiiat  they 
sre  civil,  not  military  officers;  that  they  exchange  their 
full  powers  with  those  with  whom  they  treat;  that  tlie 
a^ements  they  make  are  not  armistices— intervals  be- 
tween acts  of  hostility — but  treaties  of  peace,  which  put 
M  end  to  them;  and  that  ninetjr-nine  times  in  a  hundred, 
the  putting*  an  end  to  hostilities  is  only  one  out  of  many  of 
the  stipulations  contained  in  a  treaty  of  peace.  The  power 
of  making*  it,  therefore,  is  not  a  branch  of  the  war  power, 
hut  of  that  which  is  its  very  antagonist,  tlie  power  to  make 
treaties.     A  stipulation  that  the  nations  between  whom  it 
H  contracted  shall  remain  at  peace  with  each,  other,  even 
■houJd  it  contain  no  other  agreement,  would  be  as  much 
A  treaty  as  any  other  that  ever  was  made.     It  is  called  by 
that  name;  it  is  negotiated  by  the  same  means;  requires 
<he  same  ceremonies  in  its  inception,  and  the  same  ratifi- 
cation for  its  validity  as  other  treaties  are.     Why,  then, 
call  it  an  armistice,  which  is  never  ratified  by  the  treaty- 
makiog  power  of  the  nation?    Why  liken  it  to  the  capitu- 
htioQ  of  a  fortress,  or  an  exchange  of  prisoners?  Because 
the  argument  allowed  tliat  here,  at  least,  was  a  case  in 
which  the  constitution  could  not  bear  the  strict  verbal 
construction  ttiat  was  contended  for;  and  the  precedent 
proved  that  it  had  been  departed  from  in  practice,  and 
that  tiie  departure  had  never  been  questioned,  much  less 
ttigmatized,  by  the  epithets  so  liberally  bestowed  on  the 
Turkish  mianon.      All  this  made  it  necessary  either  to 
abandon  the  aii^ment,  or  give  another  character  to  the 
power  of  appomting  ministers  in  the  recess  to  stop  the 
ravages  of  war,  when  perhaps  its  continuance  might  eur 
dan^r  the  existence  of  the  nation.    A  treaty  of  peace  is, 
for  this  reason,  called  an  armistice,  and  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary who  concludes  it,  is,  by  the  argument,  placed 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  subaltern  who  is  led  blind- 
folded into  the  postern  of  a  besieged  fort, .  to  summon  it 
to  surrender. 

But  the  Senator  shall  have  it  which  way  he  pleases. 
The  power  to  pat  an  end  to  a  destructive  war,  by  the 


appointment  of  ministers  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  is 
acknowledged.  Is  it  the  rightful  exercise  of  a  power 
imder  the  constitution?  Then  it  can  only  be  by  giving 
to  the  clause  the  construction  which  I  have  put  upon  it. 
Is  it  a  power  over  the  constitution?  Then  the  same  end 
which  1  contend  for,  by  a  legitimate  construction,  is  to  be 
allowed  by  the  dangerous  plea  of  necessity — the  tyrant's 
plea — which  may  not  exbt  when  used  even  to  justify  a 
peace.  It  may  be  humane,  and  convenient,  and  proper, 
to  put  an  end  to  the  devastations  of  war;  but  until  the 
existence  of  the  nation  is  at  stake,  until  peace  alone  can 
save  it  from  destruction,  there  is,  properly  speaking,  no 
necessity.  What  shall  be  the  case  of  necessity,  tnen, 
must  be  determined  by  the  party  who  is  to  avail  himself 
of  thp  plea;  and,  if  admittea,  will  be  found  to  embrace 
all  cases  that  are  found  convenient.  And  if  the  plea  of 
necesmty  be  admitted  to  justify  a  treaty  of  peace,  made 
by  ministers  appointed  in  the  recess,  why  may  it  not  cover 
a  like  appointment  for  making  a  treaty  of  commerce,  or 
boundary,  or  cession,  which  could  only  be  made  at  that 
time? 

But  is  it  possible  the  sages  and  practical  statesmen  who 
framed  our  form  of  Government  should  not  have  foreseen 
such  ordinary  and  indeed  inevitable  occurrences;  or  that, 
foreseeing,  tbey  should  not  have  provided  for  them?  Is 
it  possible  that  they  could  have  left  the  power  of  making 
peace — seizing  an  advantageous  occurrence  to  make  an 
important  treaty — or  filling  an  important  office,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  be  justified  by  necessity? 
The  idea  is  an  io^putation  on  their  wisdom  or  their  pa- 
triotism, which  they  do  not  deserve.  They  did  foresee — 
they  did  provide.  And  when  they  gave  to  the  President 
the  power  to  make  treaties,  subject  to  the  assent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate,  they  gave  nim  the  power  to  appoint 
the  ministers  by  whose  agency  they  were  to  be  made; 
otherwise,  we  should  exhibit  the  strange  spectacle  of  a 
wise  nation,  which  had  so  cunningly  contrived  its  Go- 
vernment, as  to  deprive  it,  in  coiyunctures  that  most 
frequently  happen,  of  the  means  of  making  peace, 
avaiting  itself  or  favorable  circumstances  to  secure  com- 
mcrciu  advantages,  or  filling  some  of  the  most  important 
offices. 

Buttlie  power  ma)r  be  abused!  The  President  may 
appoint  a  host  of  ministers,  and  drain  your  treasury  by 
the  payment  of  their  salaries.  These  ministers  may  make 
bad  treaties!  He  may  compromit  our  neutrality  by  ac- 
knowledging one  of  those  new  Powers  which  are  daily 
springing  into  existence ! 

Alas!  yes,  sir,  it  is  most  true;  unfortunately  there  is  no 
power  you  can  g^ve,  that  is  not  liable  to  abuse.  It  cannot 
be  denied;  and  the  observation  makes  up  for  its  want  of 
nQvelty  by  its  acknowledged  truth.  In  every  Government, 
check  and  balance  it  as  you  will,  somewhere  there  must 
be  confidence;  and,  until  we  can>  find  men  of  unerring 
wisdom  and  incomiptible  integrity,  blind  to  the  allure- 
ments of  popularity — deaf  to  uie  voice  of  interest,  favor, 
or  affection — that  is  to  say,  until  we  can  find  men  who  are 
not  men,  that  confidence  will  nt  times  be  abused.  But 
it  must  be  given.  And  it  so  happens  that  there  is  no 
power  confessedly  given  to  the  President,  tliat  b  not 
liable  to  greater  ana  more  fatal  abuse  than  this.  You 
fear  war  from  his  sending  a  minister  to  one  of  those  new 
Powers  which  are  yet  unacknowledged  by  the  rest  of  the 
world;  and  yet  you  caimot  deny  that  he  has  the  ri^ht  to 
receive  a  minister  from  one  of  those  Powers,  without 
consulting  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives.  You 
will  not  trust  him  with  sending  a  minister,  lest  he  should 
involve  you  in  a  war;  and  yet  you  confess  that  he  has  the 
unconti-ollcd  command  of  your  army  and  your  navy^- 
iiistruments,  if  he  wishes  war,  infinitely  better  fitted  to 
produce  it. 

Yqu  apprehend  that  he  may  lavish  your  treasures  in 
tlie  salanesof  a  few  minisftcrs,  at  the  same  moment  that 
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you  ^ve  him  the  control  of  all  the  officers  employed  in 
the  collection  of  your  revenue.  You  dread  that  he  may 
reward  his  fisLvorites  by  appointments  to  embassies  in  the 
recess;  and  yet  no  man  can  obtun  an  office  of  any  de- 
scription, from  the  higfhest  to  the  lowest  of  those  which 
are  submitted  to  the  Senate,  but  by  his  previous  nomina- 
tion. You  are  obli|^d  to  swallow  the  camel — why  strain 
at  the  gnat? 

We  now  approach  nearer  to  the  very  case  which  has 
excited  this  holy  indignation  against  Executive  encroach- 
ment and  usurpation:  excited  it — if  I  may  be  permitted 
to  use  a  phrase  which  did  not  seem  to  find  favor  with  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  when  it  was  uttered  by  another, 
[Mr.  Kaitk,] — excited  it  too  late — ^too  late,  indeed,  says^ 
he,  to  save  this  mortal  stab  at  the  constitution;  but  not  too* 
late  to  preserve  the  Senate  from  participating  in  the 
parricidal  act.  Here  I  must  take  leave  to  differ.  The 
stroke,  if  it  be  one,  was  g^ven  in  the  earliest  day  of  our 
national  existence.  It  has  been  repeated  by  every  Pre- 
sident who  has  sat  in  the  Executive  chair;  every  Senate, 
and  every  House  of  Representatives,  have  been  accesso- 
ries to  the  crime;  and  we  ourselves  have  not  yet  washed 
our  hands  from  the  blood  of  the  victim.  I  must  be  per- 
mitted therefore  to  repeat,  that,  in  my  poor  opinion,  it  is 
now  too  late  even  to  prevent  the  participation  of  the 
Senator  himself;  not  too  late,  however,  for  him  to  show 
his  zeal,  energy,  and  eloquence  in  defence  of  the  consti- 
tution, all  which  I  greatly  admire  and  respect,  although  I 
cannot  paHicipate  m  the  feelings  that  have  excited  them,. 

In  another  point  of  view,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  the 
discussion  had  not  taken  place  at  an  earlier  time,  and 
under  other  circumstances.  The  full  development  of  the 
subject  would  require  a  reference  to  matters  which  all 
may  speak  of  but  ourselves;  and  although'  I  cannot  but 
feel  much  embarrassment  in  the  endeavor  to^avoid  disclos- 
ing the  **  secrets  of  our  prison-house,"  I  shall,  in  the 
little  I  have  further  to  say  on  the  subject,  carefully  avoid 
any  improper  disclosure,  by  confining  my  remarks  in  the 
defence  to  those  ciixumstances  which  have  been  animad- 
verted on  in  making  the  charge. 

The  immediate  causes  of  complaint,  then,  are,  first, 
tliat  Messrs.  Offley,  Itiiind,  and  Biddle  were  appointed 
by  the  President,  in  the  rdCess  of  the  Senate,  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  with  the  Porte — that  being  a  new  mission; 
and,  secondly,  that  if  it  had  been  even  the  filling  of  a 
vacancy,  the  President  ought  to  have  submitted  tlie  nomi- 
nation to  tlie  Senate  at  its  then  next  meeting. 

The  first  error  here  is  one  of  fact.  This  was  not  a  new 
mission.  Commodore  Crane  and  Mr.  Offley  were  sent  by 
Mr.  Adams,  for  the  same  purpose,  to  the  same  court. 
They  had  effected  notliing,  and  a  new  commission  Vfrns 
instituted,  consisting  of  Mr.  Rhind,  Commodore  Biddle, 
and  Mr.  Offley.  Here  was  tlien  a  vacaiKy,  if  that  should 
be  rcquired^a  vacancy  created  by  revoking  the  powers 
of  one  set  of  agents,  and  giving  Uiem  to  others;  and  if  a 
vacancy,  then,  according  to  the  most  scrupulous,  a  right 
in  the  President  to  fill  it.  The  next  error  is  one  partly 
of  fact — partly  of  construction.  It  consists  in  giving  to 
those  commissioners  the  appellation  of  public  ministers, 
and  thus  bringing  them  within  the  proviso  of  the  consti- 
tution, which  directs  that  such  officers  shall  be  appointed 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

The  distinction  that  was  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  and  supported  by  a  I'eference  to  high  authority 
on  the  law  of  nations,*  did  not  make  upon  the  gcntleinan 

■  Of  Secret  Mhtlons.—*'  As  ii  happens  friqui-ntly  that  GoTcynniftii* 
itu  u«ft  «i»h  (o  trt'flt  MitiiRibly  on  cvitatn  matter*  w^hicb  they  hi|ve  nn 
iiiiemt  to  conceal  fmni  ilie  kitowkd^e  of  other  Powers,  itiKciicionia- 
ry  to  stfiul  nnci  to  ai-eretlit  M-criily  to  a  fotrig;n  Government,  or  evcti 
only  to  iu  Depart meiit  of  Foreig^i  AffMir*,  only  ncnon*  of  eoufidenee; 
but  without  f^iving  them  thefoimal  iharacterot  public  mtiuiteni^or 
iiuthoriziitg  tnim  only  to  as<iuiue  ilwhtn  the  n(goit-iii<n  shall  have 
1i*Yn  carritd  to  tliedtsiretl  |K>ini.'*  Martrii«*s  Maiun-J  Diplomatique, 
p    15}aitd  in  a  note,  he  say*:  *'  We  have  fiiqiieitt  (Xamplis  of  secret 


from  Virg^ia  the  impression  it  seemed  to  do  upon  the 
rest  of  the  Senate.  It  is  a  well  founded  distinction,  that 
which  he  thus  urged,  between  a  public  minister  and  i 
secret  agent.  It  seems  to  be  thought  that  the  nature  and 
style  of  the  mission  is  to  be  determined  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  powers  are  authenticatod — not  by  the  character 
given  in  those  powers.  Sir,  there  are  g^rmdes  in  diplomacy 
which  give  different  rank  and  privileges — from  an  ambas- 
sador to  a  secret  agent.  The  lowest  of  these  may  have, 
for  the  purpose  of  binding  the  party  he  represcnta,  the 
same  powers  that  are  usuiuly  vested  in  the  highest.  A 
charge  d'affaires  ma^  be  ordered  to  make  a  treaty,  or  to 
compliment  a  sovereign  on  his  accession  t  but  he  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  charge  d'affures — so  the  same  acti 
may  be  done  by  a  seeret  agent,  having  no  public  diplo- 
matic character. 

Ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers  are  directed  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  ad>-ice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate;  because  public  missions  re- 
quired no  secrecy,  although  their  instructions  might.  But 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  knew  the  necesril)^  of 
missions,  of  which  not  only  the  object  but  the  existence 
should  be  kept  secret.  They  therefore  wisely  made  the 
co-dperation  of  the  Senate  ultimately  necessary  in  the 
first  instance,  but  left  the  appointment  solely  to  the 
President  in  the  last. 

In  the  very  instance  before  us,  if  the  preceding  cfforti 
to  form  a  treaty  should  have  failed  from  too  great  a  pub- 
licity being  given  to  a  mission  intended  to  be  kept  secret; 
if  it  should  have  been  defeated  by  the  interference  of 
other  Powers;  and  if  whatever^  success  the  present  at- 
tempt has  had,  might  be  attributed  to  the  secrecy  with 
which  the  principal  agent  left  the  United  States,  and  the 
ignorance  of  his  object  which  prevailed  among  the  mlDii- 
ters  of  other  Powers  at  Constantinople;  if  it  should  tura 
out  that  these  things  were  so,  would  they  not  form  strong 
proofs  oftheu  tility  of  the'distinction  between  tliosc  Ma- 
ent  kinds  of  agencies;  the  public,  by  means  of  public  »c- 
khowledged  ministers;  the  private,  by  agents  specialK 
authorized  to  perform  a  certun  act,  unknown  to  all  but 
those  with  whom  they  treat. 

But  fault  is  found  with  the  manner  in  which  these  agents 
were  constituted.  Their  powers,  it  is  saitl,  were  under 
the  broad  seal  of  the  United  States,  certified  by  the  i^- 
nature  of  the  President.  This  broad  seal,  or  great  seal, 
as  it  is  alternately  called,  makes  a  great  figure  in  the  ar> 
gtiment.  Let  the  President,  says  the  Senator,  send  liis 
agents,  his  messengfers,  his  spies,  where  he  pleases— kt 
them  be  kicked  and  cuffed  by  the  authorities  to  which 
they  go,  he  cares  not.  But  the  broad  seal,  the  great  seal 
should  never  be  profaned  to  such  vile  uses.  Now,  sir,  I 
am  not  quite  so  indifferent  about  the  usage  our  agents  may 
receive,  whether  they  are  commissioned  under  the  great 
or  the  little  seal,  or  by  no  seal  at  all.  Biit  I  shouU 
be  glad  tor  know  in  what  manner  a  President  is  to  agni^ 
to  a  foreign  State  his  confidence  in  the  agent  be  employ'v 
or  the  powers  with  which  he  chooses  to  invest  liiro,  in  anyj 
other  manner  than  by  his  sigfnature  to  those  powers,  anoj 
the  addition  of  the  seal  of  the  United  S totes,  which  afr 
thcnticatcs  it.  To  deny  the  use  of  these  prooft  of  the 
commission  given  to  such  agents,  is  to  say  that  they  sliaB 
not  be  employed,  because  they  can  transact  no  business 
with  a  foreign  Power  without  the  usual  proofs  of  tl»eiir 
mission.  But  the  right  to  emjiloy  them  is  abundant!)' 
proved  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and,  as  I  shall  shov,  by 
the  constitution,  and  a  uniform  practice  under  it;  there- 
fore, the  use  of  the  seal  makes  no  difference  in  the  nature 
of  the  misaon.  They  are  private  agents  for  tl»c  transac- 
tion of  the  business  of  the  nation:  public  is,  in  onescitffi 


diplomatic  agciwa  »int  to  roiviyn  CfMintri* «  in  ihereipnt  of  I'O'"'  ** 
and  XV.    A  number  of  mt^«ionii  of  thi*  naiore  took  i.Uce  Jo"'»f.'"' 
American  war,  and  during  the  first  year*  of  ibe  French  republ»«« 
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the  reverse  of  secret;  but,  in  another,  it  means  what  ap- 
pertains to  the  nation;  and,  in  this  acceptation,  there  is 
no  confounding^  of  terms,  by  saying  that  a  secret  agent 
roiy  be  appointed  to  transact  public  business.  The  com- 
mlsnoners  to  the  Porte  were  Such  secret  agents;  their 
commission,  though  it  gave  them  plenipotentiary  powers 
for  a  national  purpose,  was  a  secret  agency,  and  the  Pre- 
adcnt  was  under  no  necessity  to  nominate  thctn  to  the 
Senate;  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  imprudence  if  he 
bii  done  so,  and  the  treaty  would,  most  probably,  have 
failed. 

Sir,  I  should  be  the  last  man  who  would  impute  to  any 
honorable  member  of  this  body  the  indiscretion  of  divulg- 
ing any  thing  confidentially  committed  to  us.  But  I  put 
it  to  the  Senator  who  told  us  how  safely  all  negotiations 
might  be  entrusted  to  its  management,  wl^ther  he  ever 
knew  any  important  subject  of  our  confidential  debates 
that  was  not  first  whispered  about  in  tJie  taverns  of  .the 
city,  and  soon  afterwards  alluded  to  in  tlie  public  papers. 
The  very  subject  before  us  is  an  instance  of  what  I  say; 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  is  not  removed,  and  yet  provi- 
sions, which  it  is  supposed  that  treaty  contains,  are  as 
common  a  topi,c  of  discussion  as  if  it  had  been  published; 
nay,  in  the  warmth  of  debute,  here,  with  open  doors — 
but,  sir,  (  will  pursue  that  subject  no  further,  lest  1  might, 
in  my  own  conduct,  afford  a  proof  of  what  I  assert.  SuiTer 
rac  to  repeat,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  justification  for  the 
emplovraent  of  a  secret  agency,  the  circumstances  of  tliis 
case  afibrd  it.  If  ever  there  was  a  case  in  which  the  diffi- 
culty of  confining  to  these  wali:i  what  passes  witliin  them 
vhsH  our  doors  are  bimt,  this  is  that  case. 

Grant  that  these  were  secret  agents,  and  not  public 
ministers:  it  is  said,  with  a  triumphant  tone,  show  the 
power  of  the  President  to  appoint  them.  Sir,  I  will  do 
ih'.^  so  that  every  unbelieving  political  apostle  who 
doubts,  may  not  only  hear  and  see,  but  shall  lay  his  finger 
on  the  clause.  It  is  found  in  tlie  express,  unequivocal 
au'lkOrlty  given  to  the  President  to  make  treaties.  If, 
under  this  power,  he  himself  should  make  a  treaty  with 
aforcij^  minister,  and  submit  it  to  the  Senate,  could  it 
be  objected  to  as  being  unconstitutionally  negotiated? 
Sunrly  not  by  those  who  contend  for  literal  constructions. 
But  no  one  hivs  denied  that  he  may  do  it  also  by  others; 
ni'ist  such  others  be  ambassiidors  or  public  ministers'* 
Where  is  tlie  clause  that  restricts  him  to  such  agents^ 
Wc  have  seen  that,  by  the  law  of  nrUions,  other  grades 
a-'e  known  and  employed  under  the  title  of  secret  ugents. 
Wii;.t  tittle  in  the  constitution,  what  forced  cons.truct:on 
vf  iny  word  It  contains,  can  be  made  to  show  that  he  may 
not  make  choice  of  them  when  he  deems  it  expedient? 
Theie  is  none.  The  power  to  make  treaties  is  given,  and 
vth  it  the  power  to  employ  all  proper  means  to  eflcct  it; 
Kcrct  agents  are  at  times  proper  meai-.s,  and  Uiereforc 
be  may  employ  them;  tlicrcfore,  he  must  employ  them 
whenever  he  thinks  publicity  would  cmlafigcr  the  fiiilurc 
of  his  object.  Now,  sir,  It  t  us  see  whether  a  practical 
construction,  in  every  tiling  conformable  to  the  princi- 
ples I  have  laid  down,  has  not  been  pursued,  and  from 
»hat  period.  A  uniform  practice  in  conformity  with  any 
particuLir  construction  is  always  strong  evidence  that  its 
first  coii'struction  is  correct;  as  applied  to  our  constAtu- 
tion,  it  is  paiticularly  persuasive,  if  it  arose  under  the 
^nani-genient  of  those  who  framed  the  instrument,  and 
l>€st  knew  its  intent;  and  it  becomes  almost  conclusive,  if 
^fc  practice  has  been  uninterrupted  and  unquestioned. 
All  these  cliaracteristics,  unless  J  greatly  deceive  myself, 
*iU  be  found  in  the  succession  of  acts  to  which  I  now  in- 
cite tl,e  attention  of  the  Senate. 

fhe  pract'ce  of  appointing  secret  agents  is  coeval  with 
J^'if  existence  as  a  nation,  and  goes  beyond  our  acknow 


hdgment  as  such  by  other  Powers.  All  those  gicat  men 
*ho  have  figured  in  the  history  of  our  diplomacy,  began 
"f  r  career,  find  pfi-fr.rmcd  yome  of  their  most  inipoit:int 


services  in  the  capacity  of  secret  agents,  with  full  powers. 
Franklin,  Adams,  Lee,  were  only  commissioners;^  and  in 
negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  the 
selection  of  the  secret  agent  was  lef^  to  the  ministers  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  treaty:  and,  accordingly,  in  the  year 
1785,  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefierson  appointed  Thomas 
Barclay,  who  went  to  Morocco  and  made  a  treaty,  which 
was  ratified  by  the  ministers  at  Pitris. 

These  instances  show  that,  even  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Federal  Government,  secret  plenipotentiaries 
were  known,  as  well  in  the  practice  of  oi^r  own  country  as 
In  the  general  law  of  nations;  and  that  these  secret  agents 
were  Jiot  on  a  level  witli  messengers,  letter  carriers,  or 
spies,  to  whom  it  has  been  found  necessary  in  argument 
to  assimibte  them.  On  the  30th  March,  1795,  in  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  broad 
seal  of  the  United  States,  and  tlie  signature  of  their  Presi- 
dent, (that  President  being  George  Washington,)  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Secretary  of  State,  David  Humphreys 
was  appointed  commissiener  plenipotentiary'  for  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  of  peace  with  Algiers.  By  instructions 
from  the  President,  he  was  afterwards  autliorized  to  em- 
ploy Joseph  Donaldson  as  agent  in  that  business.  In 
May,  of  the  same  year,  he  did  appoint  Donaldson,  who 
went  to  Algiers,  and  in  September  of  the  same  year  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  the  Dey  and  Divan,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  Humphreys,  at  Lisbon,  on  the  28th  November 
in  the  same  year,  and  afterwards  ratified  by  the  Senate 

on  the  —  day  of ,  1796,  and  an  act  passed  both 

Ilouhcs  on  6th  May,  1796,  appropriating  a  large  sum, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  annually,  for  carrying  it  into 
eflcct. 

I  call  tlie  attention  of  the  Senate  to  all  the  facts  of  this 
case,  with  the  previous  remark,  that  the  construction 
which  it  gives  to  the  constitution  was  made  in  the  earliest 
years  of  tlie  Federal  Government,  by  the  man  who  pre- 
sided in  the  convention  which  made  that  constitution,  act- 
ing with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  leading  members 
of  tliat  body,  all  fiesh  from  its  discussion;  men  who  had 
taken  prominent  parts  in  every  question  that  arose.  That 
in  the  Senate  wtiich  ratified  it,  and  in  the  House  of  Ke- 
pi esentativcs  which  carried  it  into  execution,  were  several 
members,  not  only  of  the  convention  when  it  was  formed, 
but  of  the  State  assemblies  where  it  was  discussed,  an;.- 
jlyzcd,  every  hidden  defect  brouglit  to  light;  every  poasi- 
jble  inconvenience  predicted;  every  constructioi\  given 
1  that  ingenuity,  sharpened  by  opposition  and  party  feeling, 
could  conceive:  where  amendments  were  proposed,  to 
remedy  apprehended  evil;  where  it  was  examined,  aiticle 
by  article,  phrase  by  plirase,  not  a  word,  not  a  syllable, 
escaping  their  inquisitorial  scrutiny.  Yet,  by  those  men, 
|wlth,this  penect  and  recent  knowledge  of  the  constitu- 
tion, acting  under  ^thc  solemn  obligation  to  preserve  it 
inviolate,  and  without  any  possible  motive  to  make  them 
forget  their  duty,  was  this  first  precedent  set;  without  a 
single  doubt  on  the  mind  that  it  was  correct;  without  pro- 
test, without  even  remaik.  A  piccedei.t  going  the  full 
length  of  tliat  which  is  now  unhesitatingly  called  a  lawless, 
unconstitutional  usurpatidu;  bearing  the  present  act  out 
in  all  its  parts,  and  in  some  points  going  much  beyond  it. 
Like  the  present  case,  it  was  an  appointment  in  the  re- 
cess of  a  commissioner,  witli  full  powers  to  make  a  treaty; 
those  powew  were  authenticated  us  these  were,  by  tlie 
signature  of  tlie  President  and  tiie  great  seal  of  tiie  na- 
tion. But  it  difiers  in  tikis,  that  the  commission  to  Col. 
Humphreys  was  an  original  appointment,  and,  therefore, 
according  to  tlie  new  doctrine,  more  objectionable,  no 
minister  having  before  been  appointed  to  treat  with  Al- 
giers. Whereas,  in  this  case,  a  previous  commission  had 
been  given  by  Mr.  Adams,  which  was  vacated  by  the  recall 
of  the  first  powers,  and  the  appointment  of  Uhind,  Offley, 
and  Uiddle.  It  went  infinitely  furtlier  than  this,  in  giving 
to  the  minister  the  authority  to  appoint «  subbtituti',  and 
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in  the  fact  that  the  substitute  negotiated  and  made  the 
treaty — ^the  minister  remaining'  in  Lisbon,  and  Donaldson 
going  alone  to  Algiers,  where  the  treaty  was  concluded. 
Mark,  too,  that  the  commission  to  Humphreys  is  dated 
only  three  weeks  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  in 
March;  that  Donaldson  was  employed  in  Ma^;  and  that 
neither  Humphreys  nor  Donaldson  were  ever  nominated 
to  the  Senate,  although  they  of  course  met  in  the  Decem- 
ber following.  Look,  sir,  into  the  executive  journal  be- 
fore you.  No  nomination  of  Humphreys,  under  this  com- 
mission— not  a  syllable  said  of  Donaldson.  Yet,  when 
the  treaty  came,  it  was  ratified;  yet  both  Houses  passed 
a  law  for  carrying,  to  nomine^  this  very  treaty  into  effect; 
no  squeamishness  about  the  phrase  under  w^hich  the  ap- 
propriation should  be  made;  nothing  hidden;  the  whole 
transaction — the  mode  of  its  execution — ^the  agents  by 
whom  it  was  effected,  broad  seal  and  all — the  appellation 
of  the  a?ent,  commissioner  plenipotentiary,  which  is  now 
80  offensive,  all  spread  before  the  Senate,  composed  of 
men,  four-fiflhs  of  whom  I  may,  I  think,  s&y>  had  either 
aided  in  making  the  constitution,  or  deliberated  on  the 
propriety  of  its  adoption,  and  this  treaty  sent  to  them  by 
Georgfe  Washington.  Yet,  with  all  these  badges  of  law- 
less, unconstitutional  usurpation  on  its  back,  the  treaty  is 
ratified — the  law  passes.  No  g^ave  Senator,  no  inde- 
pendent representative  rises  to  oppose  this  gross  assump- 
tiou  of  power.  Did  patriotism  sleep  on  its  post?  Where 
were  the  watchful,  the  sworn  guardians  of  the  constitu- 
tion, thus  palpably  violated?  Where  were  the  Senators, 
jealous  of  their  rights  ?  Where  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  sent  to  g^uard  the  palladium  of  their  liberties?  All 
silent;  nOt  a  word  of  opposition;  not  a  whisper  of  doubt. 
And  yet  the  violation,  **  gross,  open,  palpableV — more 
gross,  more  open,  more  palpablfe  than  the  one  we  are 
now  warne<l  against,  because  in  more  points  it  contradicts 
the  construction  that  is  alBrmed  as  the  only  true  and  or- 
thodox faith  by  which  we  may  be  politically  saved.  Ought 
not  this  practical  and  contemporaneous  construction,  even 
if  it  stood  alone,  to  create  some  doubt  of  the  doctrines  we 
are  so  vehemently  urged  to  adopt'  Ought  not  the  exam- 
ple of  Washington,  even  if,  in  our  superior  wisdom,  we 
now,  for  the  fii*st  time,  guided  by  new  lights,  find  it 
wrong,  ought  it  not  to  command  some  little  indulgence 
for  those  who  follow  it? 

Will  it  be  said  that  this  example  does  not  apply  ?  Let 
the  difference  be  pointed  out;  ftnd  where  they  differ,  the 
example  set  by  Washington  will  be  found  more  at  war 
with  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, than  the  acts  which  he  now  denounces  as  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Will  he  refer  ag^in  to  the  war-conducting  power,  and 
call  the  treaty  with  Algiers  an  armistice?  The  treaty  it- 
self replies  to  this  answer^t  is  a  treaty  of  commerce,  as 
well  as  of  peace. 

But  this  is  not  an  isolated  case.  In  the  very  same  year, 
on  the  same  day  of  the  year,  the  30th  March,  1795,  David 
Humphreys  received  another  commissioit,  by  letters  patent 
from  President  Washington,  authenticated  in  the  same 
manner,  constituting  him  commissioner  plenipotentiary 
for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  with  "  the  most  illus- 
trious the  Bashaw,  Lords,  and  Governors  of  the  city  and 
kingdom  of  Tripoli,"  with  like  power  of  substitution.  On 
the  10th  February,  1796,  he  transferred  his  powers  to 
Joel  Barlow;  and,  on  the  3d  January,  1797,  Mr.  Barlow 
made  a  treaty  with  the  Bashaw  and  his  Divan,  which  was, 
in  like  manner  with  the  former,  approved  by  Col.  Hum- 
phreys, at  Lisbon,  on  the  10th  Peoruary,  1797,  and  was 
ratified  by  the  Senate  the  following  session.  Here  we 
find  three  sessions,  af^er  the  commission,  pass,  before  the 
treaty  is  presented  to  the  Senate  for  its  confirmation, 
during  all  which,  no  nomination  of  either  Humphreys  or 
Barlow  was  made.  Surely,  if  a  doubt  had  crossed  the 
mind  of  the  President,  that  mind  of  which  the  eminent 


characteristicB  were  deliberation  and  prudence,  if  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  had  passed  over  it,  would  not  the  same 
regard  for  the  constitution,  for  which  he  was  equally  re- 
markable, have  induced  him  to-  consult  his  cabinet,  to 
consult,  as  he  frequently  did,  on  other  and  less  important 
occasions,  the  Senate  >  Sir,  he  had  no  doubts^  the  g^^at* 
est  and  best,  and  most  prudent  man  in  the  country  had 
no  doubts.  His  advisers  had  none — ^the  Senate  had  none. 
The  House  of  Representatives  did  not  heatatc;  and  the 
nation,  filled  with  men  whose  minds  were  enlightened  by 
continued  discussions  of  the  constitution,  approved.  Yet 
we  doubt.  Nay  more,  we  decide;  and,  admitting  no  con- 
trariety of  opinion,  stigmatize  that  very  conduct  thus  pur- 
sued by  Washingtoft,  as  lawless  usurpation.  That  great 
man,  very  soon  after  this,  retired  from  office,  earning 
with  him  the  benedictions  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  liule 
suspecting  that  this  wise  and  upright  act  of  his  administn' 
tion  would  draw  down  on  tliose  who  copied  it  the  re- 
proaches we  have  heard.  John  Adams,  who,  betides  the 
great  share  he-had  in  forming  the  constitution,  was  pre- 
eminently qualified  to  judge  on  every  question  relating  to 
foreign  intercourse;  who  might  be  styled  the  founder  of 
American  diplomacy — John  Adams  succeeded  hinj.  And 
he,  too,  strange  as  it  may  appear — he,  too,  fell  into  the 
same  fatal  error,  or  (if  the  case  is  as  clear  as  is  supposed) 
was  guilty  of  the  same  unpardonable  fiiult.  He,  too,  oo 
the  18th  of  December,  1798,  put  his  signature  and  Ihe 
great  broad  seal  of  the  nation  to  a  paper,  vesting  Richard 
O'Brien,  William  Eaton,  and  James  Leander  Cathcart, 
with  full  powers  to  negotiate  with  the  Dey  and  Regency 
of  Tunis,  alterations  in  a  certain  treaty  made  in  the  year 
17;9r,  by  Joseph  Famin,  who  calls  himself  a  «*  French 
merchant  residing  at  Tunis,  and  charge  d'affaires  of  the 
United  States."  These  gentlemen  made  the  new  treaty 
on  the  6th  March,  1799;  yet  neither  the  nomination  of 
the  French  merchant,  who'  made  tlie  first  treaty,  (which 
must  have  been  in  the  time  of  General  Washington,)  nor 
of  the  three  other  commissioners,  was  ever  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  this  last  appointment 
was  made  on  the  18th  December,  when  the  Senate  wtf 
in  session. 

During  the  administration  of  the  next  President,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  only  one  treaty  with  the  Barbary  Powers  (that 
with  Tripoli)  was  made;  but  as  the  negotiation  was  car- 
ried on  by  Mr.  Lear,  the  public  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  that  place,  nothing  can  be  inferred  froni  thu 
transaction  that  bears  on  the  question;  but  J effcrson'i  co- 
operation in  the  two  appointments  which  1  have  quoted, 
by  General  Washington,  leaves  no  doubt  of  his  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution.  , 

Here  we  have  the  practice  of  Washington,  Adams,  and 
Jefferson,  uniformly  the  same,  sanctioning  every  ptrt  ol 
the  conduct  pursued  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate;  and, 
in  some  instances,  as  I  have  shown,  pushing  the  constn»c- 
tion  further  than  he  has  found  it  necessaiy  to  go.  But 
this  is  not  all :  Mr.  Madison  comes  next,  If^any  voice  can 
be  called  the  oracle  of  the  constitution,  it  is  his:  if  ^^1 
practice  under  it  can  be  deemed  void  of  error  or  inten- 
tional wrong,  it  is  that  of  the  wise,  the  venerated  Madison- 
What  did  he  do?  He  followed  precisely  the  route  « 
which  his  predecessors  trod.  In  the  year  1815,  hostilma 
having  been  commenced  bv  Algiers,  he  commissioned 
William  Shaler,  and  the  eallant  and  lamented  Dtcatur,  tt 
negotiate  with  them.  They  concluded  a  treaty  on  boarO 
of  the  United  States'  ship  Guerriere.  But  he  never 
nominated  them  to  the  Senate;  yet  the  treaty,  like  the 
others,  was  ratified  by  the  Senate  in  the  succecdmg  $c^ 
sion,  without  a  question  as  to  their  right  to  co-operate  iii 
the  appointment.  He  it  was,  too,  who,  in  the  recess  o 
the  Senate,  sent  the  commission  which  made  the  treaty  ol 
peace  with  Great  Britain. 

Again:  Difficulties  haying  arisen  as  to  the  execution  o 
the  treaty  with  Algiers,  another  commission  was  issued  or 
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the  24th  of  August,  1816.  to  William  Shaler  ancT  Isaac 
Cluiuncey,  who  renewed  Oie  former  treaty,  with  altera- 
tions, on  the  23d  of  December  of  the  same  ^year.  And 
again  the  Senate  were  kept  In  ignorance  of  the  appoint- 
ment, until  the  treaty  wa?  sent  to  them  for  ratification. 
This  is  the  last  treaty  with  any  of  the  Powers  professing 
the  Mahometan  faith,  prior  to  the  one  that  has  given  riae 
to  this  discuBsion.  And,  in  forming  this,  the  l^resident, 
vith  stronger  reasons  for  secrecy  than  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors had,  has  only,  as  far  as  he  has  gone,  followed  their 
exsmple — followed  his  own  and  their  construction  of  the 
constitution— and  exercised  no  power  that  had  not  for 
fwty  years  been  anirersally  acknowledged  to  be  leglti' 
iDtte.  I  bring  the  acquiescence  down  to  this  moment, 
because  the  questions  raised  on  the  Panama  mission  are 
not  those  to  which  this  transaction  gives  rise.  Then  the 
objectioQ  was  to  an  appointment  of  a  peculiar  nature-— a 
missbn,  not  toa  particular  Power,  but  to  a  Congress  of 
Povers;  it  was  not  supposed  to  be  strictly  diplomatic; 
our  agents,  it  was  feared,  were  to  act  as  deputies  to  a 
confederative  Government,  rather  than  as  ministers.  And 
to  (his  was  added  the  difficulty,  at  that  time  first  raised,  to 
the  power  of  creating  a  new  mission  in  the  reces^;  here, 
however,  tlic  first  objection  cannot  apply,  and  the  pre- 
vious appointment  by  Mr.  Adams  takes  away  the  second. 
The  objection,  then,  to  the  making  a  treaty  by  secret 
•gtnts,  whose  nomination  is  not  sent  to  the  Senate,  is,  T 
repeat,  a  new  objection  made  to  an  established,  and,  as  I 
belierr,  a  perfectly  constitutional  practice.  Tlie  objec- 
tion is  new,  but  it  may  yet  be  well  founded,  although  I 
annot  perceive  its  force;  and,  not  perceiving  it,  must  be 
permitted  to  tliink  it  passing  strange  that  it  never  before 
occurred  to  one  single  individaal,  who  has  ever  expressed 
lus  opinion  on  the  subject,  as  far  as  my  limited  informa- 
tion grics. 

There  arc  two  other  Presidents  whose  acts  ond  opinions 
OR  this  subject  we  have  to  examine,  in  order  to  complete 
the  aeries. 

On  Ur.  Monroe's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  he  found 
cnr  peace  secured  with  the' BarbaryPowenq  he  had,  there- 
fore, no  commissioners  to  appoint  to  them;  but  lie  had 
psrticipated,  as  the  head  of  the  Department  of  State,  in 
thoi^  wh'xh  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Madison  i  and  we  may, 
therefore,  fairly  suppose,  that,  if  the  occasion  had  offered, 
be  would  have  followed  the  same  course.     But,  during 
bis  adininistratioity  and  that  of  his  sitccessor,  it  was  found 
convenient,  in  the  exercise  of  the  same  constitutional  right 
of  making  treaties,  to  employ  other  ilgents  than  *<ambas- 
««iors  Iff  public  ministers,"  to  form  treaties  with  Euro- 
pean ami  christian  Powers,   as  had  been  formerly  done 
vith  the  Mahometan  States  of  Afiiea.     Differsnces  had 
existed  ever  since  the  treaty  of  1802  with  Spain,  not  only 
<^f  boundary,  but  on  account  of  claims,  to  a  vast  amount'. 
The  settlement  of  the  dividing  line  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  Mexico  would  take  ftom  or  add  to  oor  terri- 
^Vi  an  extent  sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  several 
Stales.    And  the  acquisition  of  Florida  had  always  been 
considered  as  a  matter  of  primarv  importance.     If,  then, 
the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  objectsi  if  the  rank 
Wid  dgpiity  of  the  party,  required  tlut  the  negotiation 
«houl(l  be  conducted  by  public  ministers,  and  that  their 
appointment  should  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  here  was 
^ecase.  Here  was  not  even  the  pica  of  tlie  recess.   For 
^^ni^Z  the  session  of  Congress,  in  18l8-'i9,  !Hr.  Monroe 
t^yt  to  Mr.  Adams  plenipotentiary  powers  to  treat  with 
^•e  minister  of  Spain,  and  make  a  settlement  of  all  these 
laiportaut  matters.     Heg^ve  the.sc  powers  by  commission 
under  the  great  seal.     He  never  communicaied  the  .ap- 
pn.ntment  to  the  Senate,  although  they  wete  in  session. 
The  negotiation  was  carried  on  in  the  very  place  where 
iJiey  sat,  and  was  concluded  before  they  adjourned,  by  a 
treaty  which  purchased  the  two  Floridas;  settled  our  boun- 
^,  by  abandoning  our  claims  to  the  immense  extent  of 
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countiy  between  the  Rio. del  Norte  and  the  Sabine;  and 
made  a  charge  on  our  treasury  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 
Yet,  sir,  this  treaty  was  ratified  i>y  the  Senate,  and  not  one 
word  of  reprobation,  not  anaccent  of  doubt  uttered  as  to 
the  irregularity  of  the  commission  by  which  it  was  nego- 
tiated; and  both  Houses  concurred  in  passing  laws  lor 
carrying  it  into  execution. 

Again:  When  Mr.  Adams  came  to  the  Presidency,  he  iu 
like  manner,  in  the  year  1826,  commissioned  Mr.  Clay  to 
treat  of  and  coucluae  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion  with  the  minister  of  Denmark;  which  treaty  was  signed 
on  the  26th  of  April,  in  the  same  year,  during  the  uttiuff 
of  the  Senate,  &nd  in  like  manner  ratified  by  them,  tS- 
though  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Clay  was  never  made 
known  to  the  Senate,  and  of  course  was  not  confirmed  by 
them.  And  we,  sir,  u  e  ourselves,  every  one  of  us,  who 
now  hear  or  make  these  denunciations — wc  have  ratified 
a  treaty  made  with  one  of  the  greatest  Powers  of  Christen- 
dom, by  a  plenipotentiary  commissioned  under  the  great 
seal,  whose  appointment  was  never  sanctioned  or  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  its  advice;  and  that,  too,  a  Power  with  which 
before  we  had  no  diplomatic  intercourse — with  Austria— 
made  by  the  present  Secretary  of  State,  under  a  special 
appointment  bv  the  President  Should  it  be  said  Uiat 
this  practice  of  employing  a  special  minister  at  home  to 
make  treaties  with  a  foreign  Power,  is  of  modern  date; 
that  it  docs  not,  like  the  case  of  the  Mediterranean  com- 
missions I'un  back  to  the  early  part  of  our  diplomatic  lus- 
tory,  1  would  answer  that  this,  too,  isan  error,  and  that  my 
construction  is  sancUoned  in  tills  also  by  the  practice  of 
Washington.  As  early  as  the  year  ir96»  some  doubts 
having  arisen  as  to  the  operation  of  the  third  article  of 
Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  Mr.  Pickering  was  commissioned  to  ne- 
gotiate an  explanatory  article,  which  was  agreed  to,  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senati?,  and  ratified  without  any  nomination 
of  the  negotiator  to  the  Senate. 

Now,  sir,  does  not  this  uniform,  this  unquestioned  prac- 
tice, carried  through  every  Presidency,  from  that  of  the 
father  of  his  country  to  that  of  the  present  incumbent;  is 
it  not  strongly  persuasive  of  the  correctness*  of  tluit  con- 
struction wTiich  gives  to  the  President  the  power  to  make 
treaties  whenever  he  may  deem  it  expedient,  by  a  special 
agent,  instead  of  a  public  minihter — to  give  full  powers, 
under  the  great  seal,  to  such  special  agent,  and  to  omit 
nominating  lum  to  tlie  Senate  when  he  thinks  proper? 
Will  it  be  said  tlmt  the  instances  1  have  last  mentioned 
do  not  apply,  because  the  Secretary  of  State  was  the 
agent?    But  he  was  the  agent  only  by  the  special  com- 
mission, |nven  to  him  by  the  President — a  comnussion* 
without  which  he  could  not  have  acted,  which  as  his  full 
power,  he  was  obliged  to  interchange  with  the  minister 
with  whom  he  treated,  before  the  negotiation  could  be- 
gin.    If,  as  Secretary  of  State,  the  duly  could  have  been 
done,  mere  instructions  womd  have  sufficed — no  com- 
mission would  have  been  necessar}'.  But  in  every  instance 
commissions  were  delivered,  in  the  same  form,  as  to 
powers,  that  are  used  for  ministers  going  abroad.     Tlie 
President  might  have  selected  any  other  individual,  and 
the  case  is  as  sti*ongly  in  point  as  if  he  had.     Will  the 
gentleman  point  out  the  difference  between  these  cases 
which  he,  jointly  with  all  of  us,  has  approved,  and  that 
which  he  now  so  violently  reprobates^  ■  If  the  President 
may  appoint  a  special  agent  to  make  a  treaty  with  a  nation 
with  whom  we  had  none  before,  without  submitting  the 
nomination  to  the  Senate;  if  he  may  make  such  an  ap- 
pointment for  a  negotiation  here,  can  he  not  make  a  simi- 
Lir  appointment  for  a  negotiation  to  be  carried  on  in  Con- 
stantinople ?    If  the  latter  is  forbidden,  where  is  the  clause 
tliat  authorizesthe  former?    If  the  former  isleg^,  where 
is  the  clause  that  excludes  the  latter?     Are  not  bo^^i  ex- 
ercised under  the  same  constitutional  authority?* '  Why, 
then,  sanction  the  one  and  denounce  the  other?    It  ap. 
pears  to  Uie  that  a  satli^^ictory  answer  to  these  queries  ' 
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would  be  difficulVeven  to  the  iharenuity  of  tlie  mover  of 
the  amendment;  and  that  it  would  be  somewhat  difficult 
for  him  to  show  that  th^re  is  any  one  of  the  inconveniences 
and  dangers  which  he  apprehends,  from  the  appointment 
of  commissioners,  with  full  powers,  gt>ing  to  a  foreign 
coontry,  that  does  not  attach  to  negotiations  by  special 
agent!  at  home.  But  these  dangers  are  imaginary  in  both 
cafes.  Notliing  eitlier  of  tliem  can  do  has  any  force  until 
we  sanction  it.  And  in  requiring  the  assent  of  two -thirds 
of  the  Senate  to  every  treaty,  those  who  made  our  form 
of  Govci'nment  thought  ihty  might  safely  trust  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  President  in  selecting  the  agents  for 
making  it.  .   .      ( 

But  to  remove  all  ground  for  the  distinction,  take  an  in- 
stance from  the  same  collection  of  treaties  which  1  have 
before  quoted.  In  the  year  1818,  Mr.  Gallatin,  then  our 
ministor  in  France,  was  commissioned  jointly  with  Mr. 
Rush,  our  minister  at  St.  James*,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
England,  in  the  same  manner  tliat  the  Secretaries  of  State 
were  commisnoned  to  negotiate  at  Washington.  This 
nomination' was  never  submitted  to  the  Senate,  yet  a  most 
important  convention,  made  under  that  appointment,  was 
ratified  by  the  Senate;  so  that  here  we  have  commissioners 
appointed  at  home,  abroad,  to  christians  as  well  as  infidels, 
in  every  form,  in  ever  character  in  which  the  power  can 
be  exercised,  and  in  every  form  acknowledged  by  the  co- 
ofdinate  branches  of  Government  to  be  constitutional  and 
right;  and  yet,  sir,  it  is  now  undertaken  to  arraign  and 
denounce  it  as  a  usurpation.  The  second  ground  of  accu- 
sation, that  the  nomination,  though  made  jn  the  recess,  was 
not  submitted  to  the  Senate  when  they  met,  has  been  an- 
ticipated. It  may  be  justified  on  several  grounds;  which 
were  those  which  actuated  the  Pre^dent,  as  I  am  not  in 
his  counseb,  I  do  not  know.'  It  may  be  justified  on  the 
necessity  of  keeping  the  mission  a  secret  until  the  result 
was  known;  on  his  constitutional  power  of  originating  a 
secret  mission  without  the  co-operation  of  the  Senate;  and 
on  the  inutility  of  naming  persons  to  be  confirmed  in  offices 
which  were  temporary  in  their  nature,  and  which  must 
expire  before  the  confirmation  by  the  Senate  could  be 
made,  or  at  any  rate  before  it  could  reach  them.  Thus 
the  treaty  with  the  Porte  having  been  completed  before 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  at  the  last  sesson,  it  would 
have  been  useless  to  confirm  the  powers  of  the  negotia- 
tors. I  pass  over  the  argument  to  show  that,  although  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Offiey  particularly  states  that  he  signed  tlie 
4rea^  on  Sunday,  yet  he  must  have  been  mistaken,  be- 
cause ho  christian  in  a  country  of  infidels  would  be  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  the  christian  sabbath.  I  pass  that  over 
with  asking  how  often  we  ourselves,  when  duty  required 
it,  have  not  sat  and  deliberated  within  these  very  walls  on 
the  same  sacred  day;  and  whether  disobedience  to  any  of 
our  legal  acts,  done  at  such  a  time,  would  be  excused  on 
the  allegation  of  an  impoasibility  of  our  having  been  guilty 
of  the  breach. 

Sir,  I  have  now  finished  a  task  ^which  I  wish  had  fallen 
into  abler  hands.  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  that  if  the 
evil  which  is  denounced  as  a  lawless  usurpation,  be  tried 
by  a  fair  construction  of  the  federal  compact,  by  its  co- 
temporaneous  exposition,  by  the  example  of  the  best,  and 
wisest,  and  roost  prudent  men  who  have  directed  the 
affairs  of  the  country,  or  by  the  uniform  practice  of  every 
President,  sanctioned  by  llie  acts  or  acquiescence  of  evcr^ 
Senate  and  every  House  of  Representatives  since  tlie  in- 


would  be  disposed  to  indulge  htm  with  this  evening, 
moved  an  adjournment.     The  motion  prevailed,  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 
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THrnsDAT,  Fkbruabt  24. 
CRIMES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  conffideration  of  the  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  when  the  bill  was  laat  before  the 
Senate,  debate  arose  on  a  motion  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  {Mr.  Hatxb]  to  recommit  the  bill  to  tlie 
District  Committee,  with  a  view  to  striking  out  the  clause 
relative  to  punishment  for  duelling,  or  being  concerned 
in  a  duel.  The  amount  and  importance  of  the  huuness 
before  the  Senate,  and  the  expediency  of  early  acting*  up- 
on it,  induced  liim  to  waive  any  remarks  at  this  time  on 
the  motion,  that  the  sense  of  the  Senate  might  at  once  be 
taken  upon  it.  If  the  bill  was  recommitted,  tlie  com- 
mittee would  of  course  report  the  bill  with  the  clause 
stricken  out;  and  he  could  see  no  necessitv  for  its  recom- 
mitment, because  tiie  question  might  as  weu  be  taken  now. 

Mr.  H  AYNE  explained  the  reasons  why  it  had  not  been 
in  his  power  to  make  tlie  motion  at  an  earlier  day.  He 
was  desirous  of  testing  the  sense  of  the  Senate 'on  this 
particular  clause  of  the  bill.  If  the  recommitment  took 
place,  the  committee  would  either  strike  out  the  clause, 
or  to  modify  it  aa  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senmte.  A 
speedy  decimon  on  the  bill  was  denrable,  and  he  took  the 
occasion  to  ny,  that,  if  this  recommitment  took  plmce, 
there  would  be  no  furtilier  opposition  on  his  part.  Under 
the  present  proriaons  of  the  bill,  not  only  the  parties  con- 
victed of  fighting  a  duel,  but  the  bearer  of  the  challeng-e, 
tlie  surgeon,  &c.— every  accessary — ^was  to  be  punished 
by  ^ye  years'  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary.  "With  due 
deference  to  those  who  introduced  this  clause  into  the  bill, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  so  severe  a  mode  of  punishment 
would  destroy  the  whole  object  of  the  provision.  The 
punishment  was  so  severe,  tliat  no  jury  wo^d  be  found  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  puiushment  for 
crime  should  be  adapted  to  the  prejudices,  the  passions, 
and  opinions  of  the  people,  and  a  milder  cause  would  be 
found  to  answer  a  more  practical  purpose.  Perhsps  the 
better  course  would  be  to  strike  out  the  clause  altogether 
from  the  present  bUl,  and  tlien,  by  special  statute,  pre- 
scribe the  punishment  for  duelling*'  Thb  bill  went  further 
than  the  laws  of  any  State  of  the  Union  on  the  subject; 
and  he  thought  that  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Senator  from  Louisians,  Uiould 
pass  a  law  detemimng  what  the  punidiment  in  such 
cases  should  be,  the  several  States  would  adopt  the  regu- 
lations of  such  a  kw. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  recommitted;  but,  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  vote  was  reconsidered, ' 
and  the  Senate  struck  out  the  clause  refsTred  to  altogether. 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed. 

THE  TURKISH  MISSION. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
appropriation  to  pay  the  negotiators  of  the  Turkish  treaty, 
Mr.  TYLER  said,  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr. 
Livingston]  had  commenced  the  speech  which  he  yes- 
terday delivered,  by  repeating,  with  much  emphasis,  the 
words  **  a  lawless  act,  and  in  derogation  of  tlie  riglits  of 
stitution  of  our  Government;  if  these  are  to  weigh  against  'the  Senate.'*  These  words  had  fallen  from  my  coUea^e, 
the  denunciation  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  then  the  said  Mr.  T.,  and  seemed  to  have  excited  Uic  feelings 
accusation  &Us.  He  has  urged  it  with  vehemence  and  of  the  honorable  Senator,  ancf,  in  some  degree,  his  dts- 
zeal — ^he  has  enforced  it  with  his  accustomed  eloquence;  pleasure.  My  colleague  reauires  no  aid  froio  me.  or  any 
but,  according  to  the  best  judgment  tlmt  God  has  given  me,  |  other  individual,  to  justify  either  his  language  or  his  con- 
I  must  say  he  has  not  supported  it  by  a  single  proof.  duc^.     The  motives  of  the  last  will  at  ail  times  he  above 

Mr.  TYLER  rose  wnen  >Ir.  Living ston  concluded,  reproach;  and  the  language  which  he  may  at  any  time 
and  stated  his  wish  to  address  the  Senate;  but,  as  what  he  use  will  never  fail  to  convey  most  strongly  the  idea  which 
had  to  say,  wojuld  consume  more  time  than  the  Senators  it  is  intended  to  represent.     I  will,  however,  say  to  the 
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honorable  Senator,  that  if  either  my  colleague  or  myself 
ti9e  exprearions  not  fiuniliar  to  the  eara  of  courtiers,  he  mu^l 
excuse  our  rusticitv,  and  ascribe  our  fault  to  our  course 
of  education,  and  the  land  from  which  we  come.  The 
inhabitants  of  that  republic  are  somewhat  a  bold  and  fear- 
less race,  and  practise  upon  a  principle  which  has  heen, 
for  all  time,  prevalent  among^  them,  of  calling  things 
by  their  right  names.  If  an  act  be  done  without  law, 
they  call  it  lawless;  if  in  derogation  of  the  right  of  otliers, 
they  say  so,  whomsoever  it  miiy  offend. 

The  same  gentleman  has  more  tlian  intimated  that  this 
was  not  the  proper  place  for  this  discussion^  that  it  would 
have  been  better  to  have  carried  it  on  in  secret  session. 
1  differ  with  him  in  this,  as  in  much  else.  By  and  by  I 
ahall  show  that  the  opportunity  was  not  afforded  until  the 
bill  upon  your  table  came  up  for  consideration;  but  if  it 
had  b«en,  our  secret  chamber  b  no  place  for  the  discus- 
sion of  a  great  constitutional  question.  It  was  proper, 
in  every  point  of  view,  that  the  debate  should  be  in  this 
pbce.  Here,  before  the  pnblic,  the  attack  should  be 
made.  In  tlie  face  of  the  world  our  reasons  should  be 
i^ven  for  our  course  of  conduct,  and  for  the  attitude  we 
assume  upon  this,  important  subject  This  discussion  has 
l>een  forced  upon  us,  from  wliat  motives,  and  for  what 
ends,  1  leave  to  others  to  determine.  Every  Senator  here 
can  testify  thaJt  my  colleag^,  in  a  day  or  two  afler  taking 
his  seat  this  sesnon,  annmmced  his  opposition  to  the 
course  which  had  been  pKirsued  in  regard  toihe  late  m^'s- 
sion  to  Constantinople.  The  Secretary  of  State  knew 
Iu5  opinions  at  an  early  day,  and  yet  the  plain,  the  oh- 
^-ioua,  tbe  palpable  course  by  which  all  controversy  might 
liave  been  avoided,  has  been  made  to  yield  to  this.  'Hie 
torch  of  discord  has  been  thrown  among  us,  and  the  unity 
of  the  parly  with  which  we  have,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, acted*  it  for  the  time  broken  up.  This  claim'  of 
individuals,  resting  merely  on  a  contract  with  the  Presi- 
dent, ia  diverted  from  the  ordinary  course  of  private  and 
individual  legislation,  and  attempted  to  be  thrust  into  the 
general  appropriation  bilL 

I  am  aware  of  the  effect  of  this,  whatever  tlie  design. 
A  hue  and  cry  is  to  be  raised  at  our  heels.  An  anecdote 
will  serve  to  illustrate  its  character.  The  night  succeed- 
ing the  day  on  which  my  colleag\ie  delivered  his  power- 
ful argument  on  this  question,  the  ice  in  the  Potomac  was 
put  in  moticm,  and,  pressed  on  by  tlie  mountain  torrent 
produced  by  the  thaw,  carried  oft*  a  part  of  tlie  bridge 
connectinr  tins  with  the  Virginia  shore.  A  gentleman 
g^avc  me  tne  information,  and  said,  with  archness,  the  con- 
nexion between  Virginia  and  tlie  President's  mansioif  is 
now  severed.  My  colleague's  speech  doubtless  produced 
the  thaw;  and  to  him,  adao,  will  be  ascribed  whatever 
cvtl  sliall  arise  from  this  discussion.  All  are  esteemed 
schismatics  who  oppose  themselves,  no  matter  upon  what 
ground,  to  an  error  committed;  and  we  shall  be  pro- 
nounced heretcs  by  the  politicid  Catholic  church.  In 
other  words,  an  act  is  done  wliich  in  our  consciences  we 
cannot  ap]>rove— *which  those  who  have  ithe  management 
of  this  anair  are  told  in  advance  we  cannot  approve;  and 
then  we  all  are  to  be  denounced  as  schismatics,  and  all 
the  vials  of  wratli  are  to  be  emptied  on  our  heads.  This, 


sir,  is  a  perversion  of  all  justice,  of  all  moral  rule.  Those  sion,  that  that  might  be  called  into  precedent,  to  justiQ< 


who  perpetrate  the  error,  must  surely  be  responsiible  for 
consequences  resuhinjp  from  it. 

It  is  our  duty,  Mr.  Preadent,  under  all  circumstances, 
and  however  situated,  to  be  fiuthful  to  the  constitution. 
Eaiaparpehta  should  be  the  motto  of  all  inre^d  to  that 
imtrument,  and  more  emphatically  those  mto  whose 
hands  it  is  committed  by  the  parties  to  the  compact  of 
union.  Sir,  parties  may  succeed,  and  will  succeed  each 
other;  stars  that  shine  with  brilliancy  to-day,  may  be 
struck  from  their  spheres  to-morrow;  convulsion  may 
follow  convulsion;  tiie  battlements  may  rock  about  us, 
and  the  storm  rage  m  its  wildest  fury )  but  while  the  con- 


stitution is  preserved  inviolate,  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  secure.  When  we  are  asked  to  lay  down  the 
constitution  upon  the  shrine  of  party,  our  answer  is,  tlie 
price  demanaed'  is  too  great.  If  required  to  pass  over 
its  violation  in  silence,  we  reply,  that  to  do  so  would  be 
infidelity  to  our  trust,  and  treason  to  those  who  sent  us 
here.  The  constant  effort  of  Virginia  has  been  directed 
to  its  preservation;  the  political  conflict  of  Uie  hour  has 
ne\'er  led  her  to  yield  it  for  an  instant  No  matter  with 
what  solemnity  the  violation  has  been  attended;  although 
sanctioned  by'the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and tiie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  confirmed  by  judicial  de- 
cision, she  lias  not  halted  in  her  dutj-.  How  little,  then, 
should  we  be  entitled  to  represent  her,  if  we  could  so  far 
forget  oiu^elves  as  to  hobble  in  our  coarse.  Let  me,  sir,  be 
distinctly  understood.  1  lay  down  no  rule  for  others.  Sena- 
tors here  will  prescribe  rules  for  tliemselves.  No  doubt 
all  will  be  governed  by  motives  equally  pure  and  honora- 
ble; but,  holding  the  opinions  whxh  I  do  upon  this  sub- 
ject, 1  should  esteem  myself  the  veriest  recreant  to  my 
most  solemn  obli^tionsi  if  I  could  bring  myself  to  sup- 
port this  appropriation. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has  pronounced  it  a  new 
discovery  which  wc  have  made — a  new  discovery,  sir? 
Was  it  not  proved  to  the  Senate  the  other  day,  that  the 
power  had  always  been  denied  to  the  President  of  send- 
ing ministers  to 'foreign  courts  of  his  own  mere  motion? 
Sir,  neither  the  discovery  is  new,  nor  the  doctrine;  both 
are  as  old  as  the  constittition  itself,  as  I  shall  presently 
demonstrate,  from  the  very  letter  of  that  instrument. 
What  was  that  question  which  but  a  few  years  since  di- 
vided this  Senate?  What  was  the  Panama  question,  but 
the  bone,  flesh,  and  sinew  of  this^ 

[Mr.  LIVINGSTON  explained.  He  had  spoke  of  se- 
cret agencies:  no  one  had  ever  objected  to  them  as  un- 
constitutional.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Tvlks,  this  is  no  secret  agency,  m  the 
diplomatic  sense,  but  a  secret  embassy,  or  mission.  But 
let  us  return  to  the  P.inama  question.  What  was  that? 
Nothing-  more  than  a  mere  abstract  declaration  made  by 
Mr.  Adams,  that  the  right  to  depute  ministers  without 
the  interposition  of  the  Senate  fell  within  the  competency 
of  the  Executive  power.  He  did  not  appoint,  however, 
but,  as  the  constitution  required,  nominated  persons  to 
the  Senate  for  its  advice  and  consent;  and  yet  what  was 
the  course  pursued?  There  then  stood  on  this  floor,  arm 
to  arm,  and  shoidder  to  shoulder,  nineteen  Senators,  who, 
with  tiieir  shields  interlocked,  moved  with  the  irresistible 
force  of  the  Spartan  phalanx  upon  that  enemy-principle 
which  threatened  to  overthrow  the  constitution.  The 
present  Secretar}'  of  the  Navy  moved  the  resolution  in 
the  ibllowuip  word/i,  viz.    . 

"/teso/rerf,  as  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  inasmuch  as 
the  claim  of  powers  tiius  set  up  by  the  Executive  mtg^ht, 
if  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed  by  the  Senate,  be  hereafter 
reb'ed  upon  to  justify  the  exercise  of  a  similar  power, 
they  owe  it  to  themselves  and  the  States  they  represent, 
to  protest,  and  they  do  hereby  solemnly,  but  respectful- 
ly, protest,  agpainst  the  same." 

Mark  you,  sir — a  mere  claim  set  up.     The  apprehen- 


the  exercise  of  a  similar  power  by  some  future  Execu- 
tive, was  sufficient  to  produce  so  solemn  a  resolution  as 
tiiat  which  I  have  read.  Let  us  look  to  what  was  uttered 
in  debate  on  that  question.  The  state  of  the  vote  has 
already  been  mentioned.  I  will  read  to  the  Senate  some 
of  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  present  Secretari'  of  tlie 
Navy.  Before  I  do  so,  howeveiV  let  me  speak  my  honest 
convictions.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  had  any  agency 
in  advising  this  mission  to  Constantinople.  1  do  not  be- 
lieve that  he  could  be  guilty  of  an  inconsistency  so 
gross  and  palpable.  No  man  has  more  confidence  in  the 
firmness  of  his  adhesion  to  the  prinaples  of  the  constitu- 
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tion  tlian  myself.  In  his  attachment  to  the  great  doctrines 
of  the  democratic  party,  he  is  a  fit  and  proper  represen- 
tative of  the  State  of  which  he  is  a  native — a  State  wh  ch 
has  been  distinguished  by  nothing  more  strongly  than  by 
her  uniform  devotion  to  the  constitution.    That  star  in  our 
political  galaxy  has  never  shed  "disastrous  twilight,"  or  un- 
dergone eclipse.  Sir,  I  speak  not  ex  cathedra.  1  have  ha«l 
no  syllable  of*  conversation  witlitliat  gentleman;  but,  from 
my  knowledge  of  liis  character,  and  other  circumstances, 
I  am  led  to  the  opinion  which  1  have  expressed.     **  I 
view,"  said  Mr.  Branch,  referring  to  the  resolution,  '**the 
usurpation,  which  it  notices  and  purports  to  repel,  as  a  link 
in  the  chain,  threatening  the  most  portentous  and  cala- 
mitous consequences  to  the  liberties  of  this  people." 
'*  Isolated^  unconnected  with  any  tiling  else,  yet  so  plain- 
ly and  palpably  conflicting  with  tlie  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  constitution,  it  is  truly  appalling  to  the  friends  of  li- 
berty.'' And  again,  **  It  is  time  to  re-enact  magna  charta; 
it  is  time  to  re-assert  the  principles  of  the  declaration  of 
independence."    The  mere  assertion  by  the  President 
thatne  possessed  the  power  of  appointing  ministers,  and  of 
onginating  a  mission,  without  consulting  the  Senate,  pro- 
duced these  strong  expressions.  Magna  charta  was  violated, 
and  the  principles  of  the  Government  required  to  be  re- 
asserted.    I   might  multiply  quotations  from  the  same 
speech,  all  equally  impressive,  but  I  will  p.<tss  to  that  de- 
livered on  the  £ame  question  by  a  gentleman,  tlien  a 
Senator,  now  a  member  from  Kentucky    in  the  other 
House.     1  deem  it  necessary  to  quote  but  one  sentence  in 
order  to  exhibit  his  strong  convictions  on  this  clum  of 
power  set  up  by  Mr.  Adams.     [Mr.  Ttl£b  here  read 
irom  Mr.  Johrbos's  speech*]     '*  I  think  I  might  risk  the 
decision  of  this  question  upon  the  hazard  of  a  .universal 
and  unanimous  opinion  as  to  the  plain  common  sense 
meaninff  of  the  constitution."    To  cite  piissages  equally 
strong  m>m  the  speeches  of  others,  woula  not  be  dimcult. 
The  opinions  then  uttered  by'my  colleague  are  the  same 
that  he  has  enforced  in  this  debs^te.     But  I  will  give  you 
the  expres»ons  and  opipions  of  a  gentleman  who  .stands 
more  immediately  connected  with  the  proceeding  now 
the  subject  of  discussion.     I  nieau  the  Secretary  of  State 
-—the  person  inunediately  charged  with  the  management 
of  our  diplomatic  relations — one  upon  whose  advice  the 
President  doubtless  reposed  with  confidence.     I  have 
found  no  speech  of  his  reported  on  Mr.  Branch's  resolu- 
tion, and  imagine  that  he  delivered  none^  but  he  spoke 
on  the  Panama  question,  properly  so  called,  and  subse- 
quently on  the  rules  of  tiie  Senate.     Let  us  sec  his  speech 
on  the  first  question.  [Here  Mr.T.  read  from  that  speech.] 
**  The  measure  is  deemed  to  be  (that  of  sending  ministers 
to  Panama  without  previously  consulting  the  Senate) 
within  the  constitutional  competency  of  3ie  Executive; 
that  we  are  only  consulted  to  obtain  our  opinion  on  its 
expediency*  and  because  it  is  necessary  to  come  to  us  for 
an  appropriation,  without  which  the  measure  cannot  be 
carried  into  effect.  Yet,  sir,  tlie  first  blow  that  was  struck 
in  that  great  contest  which  subsequently  convulsed  the 
country,  and  the  first  voice  tluit  was  raised  to  arrest  the 
current  of  events  then  setting  in,  (speaking  of  the  sugges- 
tion wMch  was  made  by  the  first  Adams  relative  to  the 
mistton  to  Berlin,}  were  on  points,  to  all  substantial  pur- 
poses, identical  with  the  present.     Is  it  not  a  startling,  if 
not  an  ominous  circumstance,  that  so  soon  under  the  pre- 
sent administration  we  should  have  presented  to  us,  in 
such  bold  relief,  doctrines  and  principles,  which,  in  the 
first  ye9T  of  that  to  which  I  have  referred,  laid  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  most  bitter  and  unrelenting  feuds?    Does 
the  analogy  stop  here.^    The  men  who  then  opposed  the 
mission  to  Berlin  were  denounced  as  oppositionists — as  a 
faction  who  sought  the  gratification  of  their  personal  views 
at  the  expense  of  the  public  good.     They  were  lampoon- 
ed and  vilified  by  all  the  presses  supporting  and  supported 
by  the  Government,  and  a  host  of^ malicious  parasites  ge- 


nerated by  its  patronage."  Yes,  sir,  and  we  shall  be 
lampooned  and  vilified  tor  the  course  which  we  now  pur- 
sue. My  colleague  read  correctly  the  handwriting  on 
the  wall.  What  was  fact  fornu-rly  will  be  foct  again. 
But  let  the  storm  rage,  if  it  shall  be  so  willed  by  those 
who  control  the  operations  of  particular  presses;  I  stand 
here  the  advocate  of  the  constitution,  and,  if  uece&sary, 
I  am  ready  to  become  the  victim  in  its  place. 

I  am  not  yet  done  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  will 
read  you  a  paragraph  from  a  speech  delivered  by  him  on 
what  was  commonly  called  "the  Rules  of  the  Senate," a 
speech  delivered  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  scat  on 
this  floor. 

<<The  same  disposition  to  limit  the  populai*  branch  wu 
forcibly  illustrated  in  the  discussions  of  the  foreign  inter- 
course  bill  in  1798.   It  was  upon  that  occasion  contended, 
and  successfully,  too,  tliat  the  House  of  Uepresent;ttires 
had  no  discretion  upon  tlie  question  of  appropriation  for 
the  expenses  of  such  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  as 
the  President  saw  fit  to  establish;  that  they  would  be  just- 
ly obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  gross  delinquency  if 
they  hesitated  to  make  provision  for  the  salaries  of  such 
foreign  ministers  as  the  President  with  the  assent  of  the 
Senate  should  appoint.     What  would  be  the  feelings  of 
real  and  unchanged  republicans  in  relation  to  such  doc- 
trines at  this  da}  ?    Associated  with  them  was  the  bold 
avowal  that  it  belonged  to  the  President  alone  to  decide 
on  the  propriety  of  Uie  mission^  and  that  all  the  constitu- 
tional agtncy  which  the  Senate  could  of  right  have,  vas 
to  pass  on  the  fitness  of  Uie  individuals  selected  as  mins- 
ters.    It  was  pretensions  like  these,  said  Mr.  Van  fiu- 
ren,  aided  by  unceasing  indications,  both  in  the  internal 
and  external  movements  of  the  Government,  that  pro- 
duced a  deep  and  setticd  conviction  in  the  public  mind 
that  a  design  had  been  conceived  to  change  tiie  Govern- 
ment from  its  simple  and  republican  form  to  one,  if  not 
monarchical,  at  least  too  energetic  for  the  temper  of  the 
American  people."    Inileed,  sir,  the  avowal  tiiat  the  Pre- 
sident alone  possessed  the  ]>ower  to  decide  on  the  pro- 
priety of  a  mission,  and  that  all  our  a^ncy  consisted  in 
determining  on  tlie  fitness  of  the  minister  to  be  sent,  if 
not  monarchical,  is  at  least  too  energetic  in  its  tendency, 
bold,  and  somewhat  reckless;  and  yet  a  mission  originated, 
and  not  even  the  names  of  the  ministers  sent  into  the 
Senate;  and,  that,  too,  notwithstanding  a  long  session  of 
that  body  had,  in  fact,  intervened.     Why,  sir,  here  it  not 
only  a  bold  avowal,  but  the  actual  execution  of  tiiatavosal 
with  a  vengeance.     Not  only  no  previous  consultation 
with,  but  no  nomination  even  ever  submitted.     The  Se- 
cretary also' voted  for  the  ^esoltition  of  Mr.  Branch  in  the 
only  form  in  which  he  coidd  express  his  opinion.    And 
yet',  •«  ere  those  shoes  were  old"  with  which  he  followed 
(not  **iike  Niobe,  all  tears,"  but  with  a  heart  full  of  joy 
and  gladness,)  the  last  administration  to  its  grave,  the  sane 
doctrine  is  caiTied  into  full  practice.-    What,  ar,  make 
war  upon  an  abstraction;  cause  the  thunders  to  roll  and 
the  lightnings  to  fl.isli,  in  order  to  annihilate  a  mere  ab- 
straction, and  yet  call  upon  us  to  sanction  its  practical  ap- 
plication!     Will  gentlemen  recant  thus  their  opinions 
solemnly  recorded?     Shall  it  be  said  that  we  can  give  two 
readings  to  the  constitution,  and  that  that  which  is  uncon- 
stitutional in  Mr.  Adams's  time  becomes  right  and  proper 
under  General  Jackson?    Shall  we  put  off  our  opinions 
with  as  much  facility  as  we  do  our  gloves?  Have  weno^good 
grounds  to  complain  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  he  ad- 
vised this  mission?  and  that  he  did  so,  1  cannot  bring  my- 
self to  doubtr   Has  not  the  whole  Jackson  pa;  ty  cause  to 
complain?    Was  there  any  question  on  which  that  part)' 
stood  so  deeply  committed  as  on  this?  None,  sir;  not  one. 
Even  if  there  existed  an  aptness  in  the  cases  referred 
to  b>'  tiie  Senator  from  Louisiana  as  furnishing  precedents 
to  justify  this  mission,  howsoever  they  might  influence 
the  President,  they  can  furnish  no  excuse  for  the  Score- 
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taiy,  his  constitational  adviser.  Those  cases  were  all 
paraded  in  the  discussion  on  the  Panama  question;  they 
were  commented  on,  and  their  force  overthrown.  Can 
an  actor  in  that  proceeding  now  repose  for  his  justifica* 
tion  on  precedents  which  had  been  declared  of  no  force 
or  effect  >  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  President  is  alone 
liable  to  be  questioned.  The  constitution  has  placed 
around  him  advisers  in  the  several  departments  and  for 
th«  counsel  they  may  gfive  him  they  are  answerable,  not 
only  to  him,  but  to  public  opinion. 

But,  Mr.  President,  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Kattb,]  that  these  persons  were  not  public 
ministers.  Now,  sir,  there  is  an  old  saying^,  and  a  verj* 
wise  one — "save  us  from  our  friends,  and  we  will  take 
care  of  our  enemies;"  and  never  was  it  more  applicable 
than  on  the  present  occasion.  If  an  attempt  is  made  to 
excuse  a.  thing*,  and  the  excuse  prove  insufficient,  better 
by  a^  hundred  times  had  it  never  been  urged.  Why, 
sir,  if  these  were  not  public  agents,  what  in  the  name  of 
common  sense  were  they?  Formerly,  and  no  doubt  it  is 
still  the  case,  kings  and  potentates  had  their  private  am- 
bassadors. They  are  deputed  to  transact  some  matter 
appertaining  solely  to  the  King,  their  master.  They  may 
be  charged,  like  an  Earl  of  Suffolk  in  former  times,  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  of  marriage;  or,  like  somebody  else, 
to  present  congratulations  on  the  birth  of  an  heir  appa- 
rent, 6r  to  purchase  a  crown  jewel.  These  would,  indeed, 
be  private  agents,  such  astlie  President,  not  as  President, 
but  as  an  individual,  may  employ.  But  who  would  think 
for  a  moment  of  quartering  such  agents  on  the  treasury? 
Sir,  it  is  the  employment  which  gives  character  to  the 
agent.  If  sent  on  a  high  embassy,  involving  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country,  whether  his  character 
be  ptiblicly  known  or  not,  is  wholly  immaterial;  and  the 
very  quotation  from  Martens,  which  he  has  relied  on,  is 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  Senator  of  this:  for,  says  that 
writer,    •*  secret  embassies  are  of  many  sorts." 

If  the  court  to  which  he  is  sent  (speaking  of  one  em- 
ployed on  a    secret  embassy)    "be  informed  of    the 
object  of  his  mission,  be  ought  to  be  granted  all  the  invio- 
Ja:>Uily  due  to  him  as  minister."    Did  Mr.  Rhlnd  make 
known  to  the  Porte  his  true  character?    Was  he  not 
recognised  in  that  character?     Did  he  not   exhibit  his 
credentials,  enter  into   a  negotiation,   and  conclude  a 
treaty  of  commerce  and  navi^tion?     Who  doubts  this? 
The  fact  that  the  treaty  is  ratified,  speaks  all  that  I  ask. 
But,  sir,  in  what  alamentable  position  is  this  argument  of 
the  gentleman  placed  by  the  President's  own  avowal, 
made  but  a  day  since  in  the  face  of  the  public?    I  hold 
in  my  haind  the  Intelligencer  of  this  mormng,  containing 
a  message  from  the  President  to  the  House  of  Re  pre- 
sentatives,  covering  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hhind  on  ihe  sub- 
ject of  certun  fine  Arabian  steeds  presented  to  him  by 
the  Sultan.     [Here  Mr.  T.  read  a  portion  of  Mr.  Rhind's 
letter,  in  which  he  uses  the  following  hnguage :]  '•Al- 
though this  was  evidently  not  intended  to  me  (speaking 
of  the  present)  in  my  official  capacity,  since  the  ministers 
were  aware  I  could  not  accept  them  as  such,  still  the  gif\ 
was  one^fthat  could   not  be  returned  without  givmg 
offence."     And,  biit  for  his-oflicial  capacity,  said  Mr.  T., 
why  should  Congress  be  troubled  with  the  subject  at  all? 
The   mandate  of  the  constitution  interposes  with  the 
declaration,  "  that  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit 
or  trust  under  the  United  States  shall,  without  the  con- 
sent of  Congress,  accept  of  any  present,  &c.  from  any 
king,  prince,  or  foreign  State."     The  President,  then, 
acknowledges  Mr.  Rhind  to  have  been  an  officer  of  Go- 
vcmmcnl;  and,  as  I  am  indifferent  about  names,  if  gen- 
tlemen choose  to  unminister  Mr.  Rhind,  if  I  may  coin  a 
phrase,  I  care  not,  so  they  do  not  deny  that  he  was  an 
officer  of  the  Government.     The  language  of  tlie  consti- 
tution embraces  as  well  the  case  of  an  officer,  however 
subordinate,  as  of  an  envoy  extraordinary'.      But,  sir,  if 


the  circumstance  of  these  persons  ha^-ing  been  engaged 
on  a  secret  mission  converts  them  into  mere  secret  agents 
of  the  President,  I  beg  to  know  wh.at  becomes  of  us 
when  we  gt)  into  secret  session.  Do  we  cease  to  be 
public  agents  while  sitting  with  closed  doors'  True,'  we 
sit  not  then  in  public,  but  in  secret;  but  what  new  cre- 
dentials arc  made  out  for  us?  Away,  then,  with  these 
flimsy  apolofpes.  Let  us  meet  this  question  boldly  and 
fearlessly.  Let  us  tell  the  President  that  he.  has  erred. 
Let  us  be  true  to  ourselves,  to  our  constituents,  but, 
above  all,  to  the  constitution.  What  is  the  language  of 
that  high  instrument?  "  He  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint, 
ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers  and  consuls, 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of 
the  United  States,  who've  appointments  are  not  herein 
provided  for  and  established  by  law."  The  obligation 
to  nominate  is  one  thing,  that  to  appoint  another.  An 
appointment  cannot  precede  a  nomination,  not  can  it  take 
place  without  the  advice  ahd  consent  of  the  Senate.  Did 
the  President  nominate  these  commissioners,  tliese  am- 
bassadors, these  official  agents?  Gentlemen  can  take 
their  choice  of  terms.  No.  Did  he  appoint  them?  Yes, 
no  one  doubts  it.  Has  he  appointed  them  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate?  'No:  for  no  nomi- 
nation ever  was  submitted  to  the  Senate.  What,  then,  is 
the  inference?  It  is  plain  and  palpable;  I  need  not  ex- 
press it.  Sir,  is  not  tnis  enough  to  give  us  pause?  Lan- 
guage cannot  be  clearer,  sense  more  unincumbered,  or 
injtmction  more  obvious.  These  arguments  apply  as 
well  to  the  ministers  sent  by  Mr.  Adams,  so  far  as  their 
true  character  has  been  made  known,  as  to  those  sent  by 
President  Jackson.  No  one  can  sanction  the  one  and 
disapprove  the  other,  or  disapprove  the  one  and  sanction 
the  other.  By  a  subsequent  clause  in  the  constitution, 
authority  is  given  to  the  President  to  fill  vacancies  occur- 
ring during  the  recess.  No  man  can  mistake  the  true 
meaning  of  that  clause — vacancies  which  occur  between 
session  and  session  of  Congress  should  be  filled  by  the 
President;  but  he  is  boxmd  to  nominate  to  the  Senate 
during  the  session  succeeding  such  appointment;  and  to 
guard  and  limit  tills  power,  the  commission  expires  with 
such  session.  Any  other  reading  would  Invest  the  Presi- 
dent with  unlimited  and  uncontrollable  power.  Can  we 
possibly  mistake  a  text  so  plainly,  so  clearly  expressed? 

I  have  read  to  the  Senate  the  clause  in  the  constitution 
relating  to  this  subject.  1  have  said  that  no  man  could  mis- 
take the  meaning.  I  beg  leave  to  recant  that  expression. 
There  is  one  class  of  men  who  may  construe  it  dlfterently: 
btatesmen,  they  call  themselves;  but  no  more  fike  states- 
men of  former  times  *«than  I  to  Hercules."  They  be- 
long not  to  the  earth,  nor  deal  with  it  justly;  they  spurn 
the  ground  on  which  they  walk.  Following  the  lights  of 
a  bewildered  imagination,  they  rush  i:tto  speculations, 
and,  in  their  mad  career,  trample  under  foot  rights  natu- 
ral and  chartered.  The  constitution  presents  no  barrier 
in  the  way.  Its  language,  however  simple  and  plsdn,  is 
construed  into  an  ambiguous  text  to  suit  their  ruinous  de- 
si^s.^  Every  thing  is  too  plain  and  simple  for  their  vast 
mmds.  They  go  for  splendor;  and  what  does  not  glitter, 
is  regpirded  as  worthless.  May  heaven,  in  its  goodness, 
relieve  us  from  all  the  ti'ibe.  Sir,  I  take  the  simple, 
unambiguous  languagt:  of  the  constitution  as  I  find  it.  I 
will  not  inquire  what  it  should  be,  but  what  it  is,  when  I 
come  to  decide  upon  it.  The  wisdom  of  our  illustrious 
ancestors  framed  it;  and  when  I  am  asked  to  excljange  it 
for  the  policy  of  the  hour,  I  answer,  nay.  No  matter  by 
what  circumstances  I  may  be  surrounded — abused,  slan- 
dered, vilified,  as  much  as  my  bitterest  enemies  may 
please — this  shall  be  ray  answer:  Every  day's  experience 
satisfies  me,  that,  amidst  all  the  turmoil  and  confusion  of  par- 
ties, the  first  post  of  safety  is,  to  stand  by  tlie  constitution; 
the  second  post  of  safety  is,  to  stand  by  the  constitution; 
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and  the  last  post  of  safety  is,  to  stand  by  the  constitu* 
tion.  r 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Dickeesok]  cited, 
as  matter  of  history,  the  nomination  by  the  elder  Adams, 
in  1799,  of  Mr.  Smith,  as  minister  to  the  Porte^  for  what 
purpose,  I  am  at  a  loss  to.imagpne.  The  appointment  was 
made,  but  not  accepted.  In  my  conception,  it  operates 
disadvantaeeously  to  the  recent  proceeding. 

When  a  boy,  I  learned  that  the  elder  Adams  was  the 
advocate  of  strong  ^^emment  He  had  held  up,  by 
his  writings,  the  British  Government  as  the  most  stupen- 
dous fabric  of  human  invention^  and  yet  he  deemed  it 
his  bounden  duty  to  send  no  minister  to  Constantinople 
without  previously  submitting  the  nomination  to  the  Sen- 
ate. Was  there  any  greater  necessity  for  doing  so  in  this 
instance  than  in  that?  The  objects  were  the  same.  If  it 
be  said  that  secrecy  was  more  necessary  now  than  then, 
might  not  the  message  have  enjoined  secre<^  ^  And  \s 
there  any  man  here  who  would  have  betrayed  his  trust? 
But,  sir,  are  the  forms  of  the  constitution  to  be  disregard- 
ed, because  the  Executive  may  deem  it  proper  to  keep 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  world  its  scfiemes  of  diplo- 
macy? What  is  this  but  to  make  the  Executive  superior 
to  the  constitution? 

With  regard  to  the  precedents  relied  upon  in  this  de- 
bate, I  have  one  answer  for  all  of  them;  and  it  is,  that, 
even  if  they  were  all  in  point,  the  constitution  would  re- 
miun  unchanged.  Shall  we  consecrate  abuse?  Shall 
we  plead  precedent  to  justify  error?  Is  the  legislation 
of  Congress,  or  the  action  of  the  Executive  Department, 
above  me  constitution?  Shall  the  creature  claim  to  con- 
trol the  creator?  Pile  precedent  upon  precedent  until 
you  make  Ossa  like  a  wart,  and  yet  no  sufficient  justifi- 
cation is  furnished  for  the  Executive.  Sir,  I  am  willing 
to  admit  that  these  precedents  may  be  urgped,  and  I  care 
not  how  successfully,  in  excuse  of  the  President  Th^ 
have  misled  others,  and  why  not  him  ?  But  in  my  opinion 
he  has  been  misled;  and  it  is  my  solemn  duty  to  sav  so. 

My  colleague  has  anticipated  the  answer  to  all  those 
cases,  and  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to  tread  upon  the 
ground  over  which  he  has  gone.  They  have  no  just  ap- 
plication to  the  question  now  under  discussion.  Much 
stres»  is  laid  on  the  circumstance  that  treaties  have  been 
negotiated  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  I  do  not 
mean  to  decide  a  question  not  before  me,  but  I  can  well 
conceive  a  markecl  and  strong  difference  between  that 
case  and  tliis.  I'he  Secretary  of  State  is  an  officer  known 
to  existing  laws.  He  is  nominated  to,  and  appointed  by 
and  with  tlie  advice  and  consent  of  tlie  Senate.  He  is 
charged  with  the  diplomatic  relations  of  the  country. 
With  ministers  near  tlus  Government,  it  is  liisduty  to  car- 
ry on  coiTespondence.  He  *  is  the  true  constitutional 
channel  tiirough  whicli  the  sentiments  of  the  President 
are  made  known  to  foreign  nations;  and  I  can  see  no 
great  impropriety  in  the  President's  investing  liim  with 
power  to  sign  a  treaty  which  the  Secretary  has  himself 
negotiated,  and  to  exchange  its  ratifications.  But,  sir,  to 
'make  that  case  parallel  with  the  present,  imagine  that 
the  President  commissions  him  as  a  minister  to  a  foreign 
countT}',  withoiit  any  nomination  to  the  Senate;  or,  sup- 
pose he  appoints  him  Secretary  of  State,  without  the 
sanction  or  autI)ority  of  the  Senate;  then  a  case  like  tliat 
under  discussion  arises;  and  tlie  answer  to  both  is  the 
same — the  constitution  forbids  it. 

I  have  expressed  to  you  candidly  my  own  convictions 
upon  this  mibject;  many  gentlemen  will,  no  doubt,  take 
opposite  views  from  those  1  entertain.  If  so,  I  know  how 
to  tolerate  differences  of  opinion  between  men.  Such 
Senators  will,  no  doubt,  be  actuated  by  as  honest  inten- 
tions as  myself.  For  myself,  the  path  of  duty  is  straight, 
and  I  shall  walk  iA  it.  Shall  I  displease  the  President  by 
doing  BO?  If  I  do,  I  cannot  help  it.  But  i  claim  to 
follow  in  the  foobiteps  of  his  example;  and  bright  and 


glorious  is  that  exaakple.  When  he  exercised  his  reto 
over  certain  bilk  durmg  the  last  session  of  Congress,  Ik 
had  my  moat  unqualified  applause,  f  have  seen  much 
in  his  career  to  applaud.  The  patriot  who  has  shed  hU 
blood  on  the  embattled  plain  in  behalf  of  his  country, 
will  not  hesitate  to  approve  Uie  effort  which  is  made  to 
save  the  constitution  from  the  effect  of  an  error  into 
which  he  may  have  fallen.  He  ratifies  no  error  of  oun. 
The  two  Houses  of  Congress,  no  doubt  with  solemn  con- 
victions of  both  its  expediency  and  constitutionality,  pas 
a  bUl,  which,  in  his  estimation,  infrmg^  on  the  constitu- 
tion; with  Roman  firmness  be  forbids  its  becoming  a  lav. 
Shall  we  rival  this  example,  or  shall  we  be  less  fiiithful 
to  the  trust  confided  to  us?  The  different  departments 
of  the  Government  are  intended  to  check  each  other. 
In  the  Legislature  each  branch  has  a  check  upon  the 
other,  and  the  President  on  both,  while  each  has  a  check 
on  him.     We  will  do  our  dnty,  then,  as  becomes  us. 

It  is,  however,  repeated,  that  it  i»  now  too  late  to 
object:  we  should  have  objected  to  ratifying  the  treaty. 
I  had  hoped  not  to  have  heard  this  argument  repeated, 
afler  the  conclusive  answer  which  was  given  to  it  by  my 
colleague.  When  a  treaty  is  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
the  oiuy  question  which  properly  arises  is,  merely,  U  it 
good,  or  IS  it  bad?  If  the  first,  it  should  be  ratified;  if 
the  last,  rejected.  The  President  is  invested  with  foil 
power  to  negotiate  all  treaties;  and  when  he  asks  an 
appropriation  to  the  ministers  employed  in  negotiating 
it,  the  question  then  for  the  first  time  comes  up  as  to 
the  legality  of  their  appcnntment  Here,  then,  is  our 
reason  for  not  having  discussed  this  matter  in  secret  ses- 
sion, apart  from  all  others.  But,  furthermore,  two  alter- 
natives were  presented,  and  we  had  a  right  to  cxcrciic 
a  sound  discretion  in  choosing  between  them.  We  would 
obviously  take  that  which  would  produce  the  slightest 
injury.  -  Again,  it  is  said  that  Wjc  have  taken  to  ourselves 
the  benefit  of  others'  labor,  and  we  ought  to  pay  for  it. 
No  one  denies  it.  It  has  never  been  denied.  But  1  take 
it  that  there  is  a  manifest  difference  between  an  applica- 
tion made  by  the  Government,  and  one  made  by  an  indi- 
vidual. The  one  addresses  itself  to  our  obligations  of 
duty,  the  other  to  our  convictions  of  what  may  be  just 
or  equitable.  To  sanction  the  first,  is  to  approve  the 
course  which  the  administration  has  pursued,  aJ^d  ^ 
sacrifice  principle.  To  respond  to  tiie  supplication  of 
the  individual,  is  to  obey  the  suggestions  of  a  bencvoknt 
policy.  The  error  of  Govemntent  we  will  not  sanction, 
but  we  will  redress  to  the  man  the  injury  which  thai 
error  may  have  produced,  but  it  must  be  on  his  private 
petition  or  apphcation.  The  Secretary  of  State  would 
then  be  heai'd  as  a  mere  witness  in  behalf  of  the  appli<^^n^ 
not  as  an  officer  of  Government  making  a  requisition 
upon  us.  1  care  not,  howeve;r>  for  the  mere  form  ir 
which  this  thing  is  done,  provided  the  great  principle  be 
saved;  and,  before  I  tske  my  seat,  I  shall  move  an 
amendment  which  will  save  that  principle. 

Why,  then,  should  we  have  been  goaded  into  oppo^'- 
tion  to  the  administration  by  a  perseverance  in  a  cour^ 
which  we  cannot  approve  ?  Why  presented  tAthe  pubfic 
in  an  attitude  whicn  we  eamestiy  desire  to  avoid?  Is  its 
part  of  the  policy  of  the  times?  Heretofore — for  we  have 
differed  from  the  President  but  upon  one  question  ol 
importance— we  acted  then,  as  we  do  now,  upon  higt) 
principles.  We  deemed  it  tiien,  as  the  constitutional 
advisers  of  the  President,  our  imperious  duty  to  differ 
from  him  in  opmion.  The  principle  involved  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  freedom  of  the  press;  w« 
deemed  it  as  hazardous  to  make  the  press  the  promincD^ 
subject  of  Executive  favor,  as  of  Executive  displeasure- 
The  influence  of  money  is  more  irresistible  than  that  ol 
force.  In  this  country  there  is  no  danger  from  the  ^ 
but  the  first  is  the  lever  by  which  free  systems  are  over 
turned.     We  rested  upon  the  .good  sense  of  the  pubU 
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for  our  vindication,  and  folded  our  arms  in  silence.     We 
thereby  gave  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  our  desire 
for  the  President's  success  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government.     What  was  our  reward?    Were  we  treated 
with  ordinary  civility  ?    We  were  declared  to  be  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  administration.     Hard  names  were  bestowed 
upon  us;   abuae  copiously  poured  out  on  our  heads;  our 
motives  assailed  and  misrepresented;  our  demgns  repre- 
sented as  dark  and  evil.     This  lanniage  has  heen  per- 
sisted in  for  the  last  twelve  montos.     CtU  bono?    For 
the  good  of  the  President,  or  of  the  party  to  which  we 
belong?     Is  this  the  way  to  attach  high-minded  men  to 
vty  cause?      Human  nature*  speaking  almost  audibly 
trom  the  heart  of  all,  answers  in  the  negative.     A  new 
discovery  was  made.     My  colleague  was  represented  as 
an  old  federalist,  the  moment  he  gave  a  vote  consecrated, 
as  1  verily  believe  it  to  be,  to  the  purest  republicanism. 
The  history  of  his  life,  eidiibiting  him  as  it  did,  reared 
in  the  very  arms  of  democracy,  was  not  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect him.      The  circumstance  of  his  being  an  actor  in  the 
spirit-stirring  crisis  of  1798-'9i  of  the  part  which  he  bore 
in  that  session  of  Congress  which  witnessed  the  retirement 
of  the  elder  Adams  from  the  PresUency;  of  the  uniform 
consistency  of  his  life  in  adhering  to  the  governmental 
iioctrines  with  which  he  set  out;  of  the  distinguished 
part  which  he  bore  in  the  late  arduous  struggle;  nothing 
was  efficient  to  protect  him  from  this  charge,  or  shield 
him  from,  the  bitterness  of  these  hostile  attacks.     For 
myself,  I  had  nothing  but  a  conscious  integrity  to  plead  in 
my  beludf,  and  that  availed  me  as  Tittle  as  the  services  of 
my  colleague  availed  him.     Our  own  constituents  urged 
no  complaint;  on  the  contrary,  I  seriously  declare  that  I 
hive  scarcely  seen  the  man  within  the  broad  limits  of 
Virginia,  who  did  not  approve  our  course.     To  use  the 
binguag-e  of  one  of  her  citizens,  tluit  *<unterrified"  com* 
mon  wealth  can  never  be  operated  on  by  causeless  clamor. 
Vone  of  these  attacks  were  made  from  Uience,  or  from 
any  part  of  the  South.   Nor  did  any  come  from  the  West. 
Prom  whence  then  did  they  proceed?    They  caiHe  from 
the  North,  and  in  all  their  violence  fsom  one  particular 
State.     *'  Call  you  this  backing  of  jrour  friends?"    Is  this 
the  mode  to  consolidate  a  party?  It  is  a  modern  discovery, 
and  unknown  heretofore  to  the  world.     We  could  uot 
justify  it  to  ourselves,  then,  Mr.  President,   to  remain 
silent  on  this  new  occasion  on  which  we  are  compelled  to 
differ  from  the  administration.     Our  opinions  and  our 
arguments  will  go  to  our  constituents,  and  I  fear  not  the 
result  of  the  verdict  they  will  return. 

This  has  been  called  a  mere  question  of  power  between 
the  Senate  and  the  President.  Sir,  it  is  a  question  whe- 
ther the  constitution  b  supreme,  and  binding  upon  all. 
But  If  we  were  now  forming  the  Government,  I  would 
add  to  the  power  of  the  President  not  even  so  much  as 
would  turn  the  scales  by  the  hundredth  part  of  a  hair. 
Tliere  is  already  enough  of  the  spice  of  monarchy  in  the 
Preiddential  office.  There  lies  tne  true  danger  to  our  in- 
stitutions. It  has  already  become  the  great  magnet  of 
attraction.  The  stru^les  to  attain  it  are  destined  to  en- 
list all  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature.  It  is  the  true 
Pandora's  box.  Place  in  the  President's  hands  the  key 
to  the  door  of  the  treasury,  by  conferring  on  him  the  un- 
controlled power  of  appoi||ting  to  office,  and  liberty  can- 
not abide  among  us.  In  the  language  of  Lord  Chatham, 
thU  would  be  to  inflict  the  irremedicabile  vuhiu.  *<Not 
poppv,  or  mandrogora,  or  all  the  drowsy  sirups  of  the 
world,  could  medicine"  us  "to  that  sweet  peace"  which 
we  should  thereby  lose.  No,  sir;  the  glittering  diadem 
is  already  studded  with  jewels,  and  ambition  evermore 
urges  its  votaries  to  clutch  it.  What  would  it  not  be  if 
fou  adorn  it  with  blazing  diamonds? 

If,  then,  we  stand  alone,  we  shall  opj^ose  the  principle 
which  has  now  been  carried  into  practice.  It  would  be 
»  proud  distinction;  but  this  will  not  be  our  fate.     Indi- 


cations h%ve  already  been  given  of  a  contrary  character, 
and  I  hail  them  as  a  sure  augury  of  success. 

In  conclusion,  Blr.  Ttlvb  offered  the  foUowi^g  proviso, 
by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr.  KLavs's  proposition: 

*<  JProvided,  akoayt.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contSAned 
shall  be  construed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  atiy  way  approv- 
ing, the  appointment  of  these  persons,  by  the  President 
alone,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  without  their 
advice  and  consent,  as  comrnissioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte." 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  North  Carolina,  next  rose,  and  ob- 
served, that,  when  he  had  taken  his  seat  that  mominr, 
l^e  had  entertained  but  Uttle  expectation  that  he  should 
have  entered  into  the  discussion  of  the  subject  tlien  under 
consideration;  but,  unprepared  as  he  was,  the  extraordi- 
nary course  which  it  had  taken  had  induced  him  to  depart 
from  that  determination,  and  to  claim  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate,  succinctly  to  present  his  views  in  oppoation 
to  the  motion  which  proposed  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion making  compensation  to  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  the  Turkish  €iovernment.  He  objected 
also  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Tf  LSB,]  because  its  adoption  would,  in  effect, 
as  he  conceived,  charge  the  Executive  with  a  violation  of 
the  constitution,  by  the  appointment  of  commi^noners  to 
treat  with  the  Turkish  Government  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Senate — a  censure,  which  he  deemed  not  only  un- 
called for,  but  wholly  unmerited:  uncalled  for,  because 
the  present  was  not  a  fit  occasion  to  express  it,  if  at  all  de- 
served; unmerited,  because,  in  his  opinion,  the  exercise 
of  the  power  by  the  Executive  was  m  pursuance  of  tlie 
constitutional  autliority,  which  appropriately  belonged  to 
that  department  of  our  Government. 

We  had;  in  substance,  been  told,  if  tlie  Senate  sanctions 
this  proceed'mg,  by  voting  for  the  appropriation,  without 
protesting  against  the  alleged  usurpation,  that  the  dignity 
of  this  bcxly  will  be  impaired,  and  that  it  will  be  surren- 
dering one  of  our  most  important  powers  to  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government.  He  claimed  tlie  right  to  in- 
terpret the  provisions  of  the  constitution  for  himself,  and 
could  not  adm^t  that  it  had  been  confided  to  the  exclusive 
guardianship  of  any  particular  members  of  that  body.  Nor 
could  he  permit  himself  to  doubt  that  all,  when  in  their 
opinion  the  occasion  called  for  it,  would  unite  in  repelling 
any  attempt,  from  any  quarter,  wliich  was  in  derogation 
of  the  authority  and  cliaracter  of  that  branch  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Ttlsr,]  who 
has  just  addressed  the  Senate,  and  whose  eloquence  is 
always  heard  with  pleasure  and  attention,  had  remarked, 
that  he  ^presented  a  State  whose  stem  independence 
could  not  be  brought  to  pay  homage  to  power,  and  the 
frankness  of  whose  citizens  would  not  permit  them  to  cha- 
racterize acts  but  by  their  proper  names;  and  if  his  col- 
league and  himself  had  called  the  power  which  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  had  exerted,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  a  lawless  and  unconstitutional 
exercise  of  power,  that  it  was  because  tliey  had  been  ac- 
customed to  speak  in  the  language  of  frankness  and  sin- 
cerity. Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  cheerfully  subscribe  to  tlie 
honor&ble  mention  which  the  gentleman  has  made  of  the 
State  of  Vir^nia:  her  past  history  is  rich  in  tlie  renown  of 
her  cfisting^tslied  warriors  and  statesmen:  she  has,  on  all 
occasions,  been  ready  to  assist  in  vindicating  the  char:\c- 
tcr  of  the  nation  from  foreign  insult,  and  has  warned,  with 
a  prophetic  voice,  her  sister  States  against  the  dangerous 
and  insidious  encroachments  of  the  Federal  Government 
on  their  rights,  which  were  so  well  calculated  to  destroy 
the  beauty  and  harmony  of  our  admirable  system  of  Go- 
vernment; but  I  must  be  permitted  to  remark,  said  Mr.  B  , 
that  I  cannot  discover  any  thing  in  this  act  of  the  Prc.-i- 
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dent,  calculated  to  alarm  the  fears  of  those  mosUdevoted 
to  a  rigid  construction  of  the  constitution,  of  which  num- 
ber he  professed  to  be  one. 

He  would  now  proceed  briefly  to  examine  the  transac- 
tion which  had  been  so  severely  animadverted  upon.  'Vhe 
facts  connected  with  it  were  briefly  these,  and  had  already 
been  ably  discussed  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana. 
When  the  present  administration  entered  on  the  discharge 
of  its  public  duties,  it  found  that  the  preceding^  adminis- 
tration had  appointed  confidential  agents  to  ascertain  if  a 
treaty  could  not  be  made  with  the  Turkish  Government, 
and  to  effect  that  object  if  it  could  be  done.  This  mission 
having*  failed  to  accomplish  its  purpose,  and  one  of  the 
commissioners  rppointed  uhder  the  late  administration 
having  returned  to  the  United  States,  the  President,  anx- 
ious to  open  new  and  lucrative  channels  of  trade  to  tlie 
commercial  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  appointed  Mr. 
Rhind  and  Captwn  Biddle,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Offley, 
to  effect,  if  practicable,  that  which  the  late  administration 
had  failed  to  do.  To  this  it  was  objected,  that  it  ^as  an 
assumption  of  power,  in  violation  of  that  provision  of  the 
constitution  which  declares  that  the  President '*  shall  have 
power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  make  ti-eaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  pre- 
sent concur?  and  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  ambassa- 
dors, other  public  ministei-s  and  consuls,  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  andaU  other  oflicew of  the  United  States, 
whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law,"  &c.  He  rea- 
dily conceded  that  the  President  could  not  constitution- 
ally appoint  a  **  public  minister"  or  "ambassador,"  with- 
out first  consulting*  the  Senate,  and  their  concurrence  had 
in  the  appointment,  unless  to  fill  up  a  vacancy  which  had 
occurred  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  But  in  the  appoint- 
ment then  under  consideration,  in  which  the  Executive 
had  appointed  mere  confidential  ag'ents,  he  thought  he 
could  perceive  an  obvious  distinction.  They  had  been 
appointed  for  a  special,  deagnated  purpose,  not  clothed 
with  the  usual  powers  of  public  ministers,  unprotected  by 
the  immunities  and  privileges  which,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
were  extended  to  tliat  class  of  ministers  contemplated  by 
the  constitution.  Where,  then,  was  the  infringement  of 
the  constitution,  which  had  been  so  much  reprobated  ?  By 
that  instrument,  the  management  of  our  foreign  relations 
was  peculiarly  confided  to  the  Executive  Department  of 
the  Government.  The  power  of  appointing  confidential 
agents  to  confer  and  treat  with  foreign  Powers  in  relation 
to  commerce,  was  fairly  deducible  from  this  duty  imposed 
by  the  constitution  on  tlie  President.  It  was  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that,  when  a  duty  was  required  of  an  officer  of 
the  Government  by  the  constitution,  it  withhrM  from  him 
the  power  to  employ  the  necessary  means  for  its  accom- 
plishment. Nor  would  its  exercise  be  attended  with  the 
calamitous  consequences  which  we  hjid  heard  so  much  de- 
precated. It  could  not,  in  any  case,  unite  us,  either  by 
a  commercial  or  political  connexion,  with  foreign  nations, 
without  the  previous  consent  of  that  body,  as  the  concur- 
rent authority  of  the  Senate  in  the  ratification  of  treaties 
would  always  interpose  an  effectual  barrier  against  acts  of 
Executive  indiscretion,  or  schemes  of  ambition.  Nor 
would  the  rejection  of  a  treaty  by  tlie  Senate,  thus  nego- 
tiated, have  a  tendency  to  embroil  us  with  foreign  nations, 
as  had  been  argued;  for  every  Government  with  whom  we 
m.ay  have  diplomatic  relations,  either  is,  or  is  supposed  to 
be,  cognizant  of  the  treaty-making  power  under  our  Go- 
vernment; and  a  refusal  by  the  Senate  tt)  ratify  a  treaty 
could  not  afford  any  just  ground  of  complaint  or  hostility 


a^^amst  us. 


Passing  from  the  arg-uments  fairly  to  be  derived  from  a 
proper  construction  of  the  constitution,  what,  he  would 
ask,  had  been  the  usage  of  almost  every  administration,  as 
he  believed,  from  the  origin  of  our  Government  down  to 


that  periods  He  confessed  that  ho  attached  but  little 
weighty  to  precedents,  unless  they  were  sanctioned  by  long 
and  uninterrupted  practice,  and  were  authorized  by  a  fair 
construction  of  the  constitution .  The  practice  of  appoint- 
ing commissioners  of  a  similar  character  with  those  who 
had  been  commissioned  to  negotiate  with  Turkey,  had 
commenced  witli  General  Washington;  he  had,  in  the  early 
part  of  his  administration,  appointed  commissi  one  i*s  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  without 
a  previous  nomination  to  the  Senate.  Subsequently,  Mr. 
Jefferson  had  appointed  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Tripolitan  Government;  and,  in  I  SOS,  he  commisdoned  Mr. 
Short  as  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Su  Pe- 
tersburg, in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  which  was  not  to 
fill  a  vacancy,  as  the  United  States  had  not  before  been 
represented  by  a  public  minister  at  that  couit.  Much  as 
he  revered  the  memory  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  whose  great  and 
invaluable  services  to  his  countrj',  as  a  statesman,  had  not, 
in  hh  opinion,  been  surpassed  by  any  of  his  cotempora- 
ries,  yet  he  did  not  believe  that  the  Executive  power  w  as, 
by  a  i)roper  construction  of  the  constitution,  competent  to 
commission  a  public  minister,  without  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  unless  to  fill  a  vacancy  which  happen^ 
in  the  recess.  This  instance  has  been  adduced  of  tlie  ex- 
ercise of  the  appointing  power  by  President  Jefferson,  to 
show  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  which  had  heretofore 
existed  among  the  most  eminent  patriots  and  sbitesmtn, 
in  relatioir  to  its  extent,  and  not  that  he  considered  it  at  ?.ll 
analogous  to  the  present  ease.  It  showed  that  a  power 
much  higher  and  much  more  questionable  had  been  ex- 
erted under  an  administration  deservedly  eulogized  for  its 
almost  uniform  adherence  to  a  limited  construction  of  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government. 

The  two  first  cases  to  which  he  had  adverted,  showing 
the  exercise  of  the  same  power  in  tlie  early  admiulstration 
of  our  countr}',  had  occurred,  it  is  true,  when  a  sinte  of 
war  exist^sd  between  this  country  and  those  to  whom  com- 
roissioners  were  deputed  to  treat.     The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Tazewell]  had  maintained  the  proposition 
that  the  President  could  rightfully  exert  this  power  in  a 
state  of  war,  though  not  in  a  time  of  peace,  for  the  reason 
that  the  object  for  which  war  is  carried  on  is  the  attain- 
ment of  peace;  and  that  the  President  may  institute  a  mis- 
sion without  consulting  the  Senate  to  effect  tjiat  end.    Mr. 
B.  said  he  could  not  yield  his  assent  to  this  argument^   for 
if  the  President  was  vested  with  authority  to  appoint  com- 
missioners in  time  of  war,  it  followed  as  a  consequence  that 
he  could  exert  the  same  power  in  time  of  peace.      When 
public  functionaries  look  to  the  constitution  for  a  warrant 
for  the  exercise  of  power,  it  was  an  admitted  rule  of  con- 
struction, where  a  provision  of  that  instrument  expressly 
conferred  powers,  us  in  that  before  quoted  by  him,  which 
gives  to  the  President  the  power  of  appointing  ambassa- 
dors and  other  public  ministers,  with  (he  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  ^enate,  **  and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  mav 
happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senatt;,-  by  granting  com- 
missions which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  ses- 
sion," that  resort  could  not  be  had  to  any  other  clause 
to  enlarge  that  power  by  implication;  and  the  clause  ex- 
pressly conferring  the  power  could  alone  be  resorted  to 
tor  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true  extent  of  the  au- 
thority granted.     The  constitution  did  not  vary  with  the 
circumstances  of  peace  or  war;  it  did  not  hold  different 
lanp^uage  on  different  occasions.     Ue  had  been  taught  to 
beheve  that  the  principles  of  that  instrument  were  fixed 
and  inflexible,  and  did  not  bend  to  any  emergency,  how- 
ever pressing,  or  any  necessity,  however  high. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  examine  the  an.-^- 
logy  which  thW  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Taxewi  ll] 
had  endeavored  to  trace,  and,  as  he  thought,  uusucce&s- 
fully,  between  the  principles  avowed  ift  Pi*esident  Adams's 
message  in  relation  to  the  Panama  mission,  and  the  ca>e 
then  under  discussion.  The  gentleman  who  had  preceded 
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hhn  in  this  debate,  had  reiteimted  the  same  objection,  and 
bad  read  extrmcts  from  the  speeches  of  some  of  the  niem> 
bers  of  the  present  cabinet,  to  show  that  their  course,  on 
that  occasion,  when  members  of  the  Senate,  was  wholly 
irrecomulable  with  the  course  which  the  Executive  had 
pursued,  in  appointing^  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Turkish  GoTemment.  Mr.  B.  said,  without  commenting^ 
on  the  essential  distinction,  in  many  respects,  between  the 
characters  of  the  ministers  which  President  Adams  had 
asserted  his  power  to  commission  to  attend  the  Cong^ress 
of  Panama,  and  the  commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with 
Turkey,  he  would  ask  permission  to  read  a  part  of  the 
speech  dcliyered  in  the  Senate  by.  die  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Task  well]  on  the  memorable  discussion  in  re- 
lation to  the  Panama  mission.  After  commenting  on  the 
case,  in  which  General  Washing^n  had  appointed  com- 
misiioneTS  to  treat  for  peace  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  he 
proceeded  as  follows:  *<  The  next  remark  I  shall  make 
upon  it  is,  that,  even  according  to  the  representation  given 
of  it,  it  was  the  case  of  an  agent  sent  to  a  barbarian  people, 
who  were  not  then,  and  have  never  since  been,  recognis- 
ed as  forming  any  component  part  of  the  family  of  civi- 
lized nations.  Let  me  not  be  told  that  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  President  is  the  same,  whether  exerted  in 
reference  toa  savage  or  civilized  nation.  We  all  know  that 
this  is  not  so.  No  appointment  of  a  minister,  who  has 
ever  been  employed  to  negotiate  for  peace,  or  lor  any 
things  else,  with  anjr  Indian  tribe,  whether  dwelling  within 
or  without  our  territory,  whether  Osag^  or  Sero'^nole,  has 
ever  been  laid  before  the  Senate  for  tlieir  consent.  They 
are  all  considered  as  agents  of  the  President,  and  not 
public  ministers  of  the  people;  and  all  our  intercourse 
with  barbarians  muA,  of  nccessiUc,  present  anomalies, 
from  which  no  principles  can  be  mferred.  I  will  not  go 
into  reasoning  to  show  why  this  must  and  ought  to  be  so, 
although  it  would  be  easy  to  show  it.  I  merely  state  the 
fact,  which  is  conclusive,  to  prove  that  the  case  of  a  mis- 
sion to  Alpers,  or  to  the  Chootaws,  can  never  be  a  pre- 
cedent to  justify  a  mission  tu  Panama."  Mr.  B.  said, -that 
in  the  remarks  which  he  had  read  from  the  speech  of  the 
Senator  from  Viriginia,  he  thought  the  distinction  which 
he  bad  taken  between  the  ease  of  the  Panama  mission  and 
the  one  in  question  was  fiillv  sustained,  and  that  it  was 
clearly  conceded  that  the  President  could,  constitutionally, 
appoint  agents  to  negotiate  with  a  barbarian  nation,  with- 
out the  previous  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  would  ask, 
where  was  the  distinction  as  to  the  power  to  send  a  mission 
to  the  then  existing  Government  of  Algiers,  and  that  sent, 
under  the  present  administration,  to  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment f  If  the  principle  holds  good  in  the  one  case,  it  ap- 
peared to  do  fo  equally  in  the  other.  If  the  President  can 
exercise  the  power  in  reference  to  any  one  nation  of  peo- 
ple, whether  savage  or  otherwise,  it  appeared  to  him  to 
follow  plainly  that  he  could  do  so  in  reference  to  all,  as 
the  constitution  did  not  vary  the  power  of  tlie  President 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  treat  with  foreign  nations,  ac- 
cording to  their  degrees  of  bsrbarism  or  civilization,  but 
afforded  a  fixed  rule  as  to  the  power  of  the  President, 
applicable  to  nations  of  every  condition. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  heard  with  a  degree  of  surprise 
which  he  could  not  conceal,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
so  attempt  to  discriminate  between  the  Chief  Magistrate 
and  his  cabinet  advisers,  attributing  all  responsibility  to 
them  in  relation  to  the  Turkish  treaty.  This  was,  in* 
deed,  a  n^el  doctrine  in  this  country,  and  one  which  he 
would  renture-to  say  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
theory  of  our  Gorernment.  The  doctrine  of  Executive 
in6iltbility  was  unknown  to  our  form  of  Govemmentf  the 
Prendent  was  alone  responsible  for  hia  official  acts  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and,vhe  believed,  would 
never  seek  to  escape  responsibility  in  the  discharge  of  his 
public  duties:  he  roust,  therelbre,  be  permitted  to  say 
that  he  did  not  think  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
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Virginia  [Mr.  Task  will]  jfvas  to  be  received  as  a  veiy 
flattering  compliment  to  the  President^  when  he  expressed 
his  perfect  confidence  in  the  honesty  of  his  intentions,  but 
believed  that  he  had  been  deceived  by  his  ministers,  who 
were  supposed  to  have  advised  him  to  this  course.  It  was 
a  corophraent  to  the  heart  at  the  expense  of  the  head<  and 
he  would  add,  that  the  course  of  the  President  since  he 
had  filled  the  station  which  he  &en  occupied,  had  not  only 
been  honest,  but,  in  his  opinion,  marked  oy  an  enlighteneo 
policy,  deserving  the  approbation  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. Mr.  B.  said  that  he  did  not  stand  there  as  the  apolo- 
gist of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  while  in  the 
exercise  of  his  duties  as  a  member  of  that  hod^,  he  should 
never  shrink  from  the  freest  examination  and  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  public  officers,  he  should  at  the  same  time 
feel  it  ecjually  his  duty  to  nve  a  fair  and  liberal  support  to 
the  admmistration,  when  their  measures  were,  in  lus  esti- 
mation, conducive  to  the  public  interests.  He  believed 
that  a  candid  review  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  Union,  since  his  elevation  to  that  sta^ 
tion,  would  triumphantly  acquit  him  of  a  dispoation  to 
assume  powers  not  delegated  to  him  under  the  constitu- 
tion. He  had,  at  the  last  session  of  Cong^ress,  given  a 
decisive  proof  of  his  determination  to  preserve  the  con- 
stitution, so  fiur  as  it  depended  on  his  authority,  by  refusing 
to  sanction  large  and  extravag^t  appropriations  of  the 
public  money  to  objects  unauthorized  by  the  powers. 
p;Tanted  to  the  General  Government,  and  more  recently 
in  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  towards  the  State 
authorities  in  relation  to  the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  princt* 
pies  avowed  in  the  President's  niessage  on  that  subject 
were  g^ratifying  proofs  tluKtthe  reserved  rights  of  the  States 
of  this  confediracy  would  be  respected  under  this  admin- 
istration, and  the  action  of  the  General  Govemnnent  re- 
strained within  its  appropriate  sphere.  Mr.  B.  concluded 
lus  remarks  by  expressing  his  thanks  fbr  the  indulgence 
which  had  been  extended  to  him. 

Mr.  TAZEWEIX  again  rose  in  repl^  to  Mr.  Limrss- 
Toir.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana,  said  Mr.  T., 
has  again  undertaken  to  chide  me  for  the  unmeasured 
language  in  which  I  have  described  the  act  of  the  Execu- 
tive, concerning  which  I  spoke  when  I  last  addressed  the 
Senate.  I  can  readily  conceive  that  the  strong  terms  I 
employed  to  characterize  this  transaction  may  not  be  very 
&ffiiIiar.to  the  fastidiousness  of  courts  or  palaces,  Where 
the  dulcet  sounds  of  approbation  and  admiration  only  are 
commonly  heard.  But  as  my  words  denote  precisely  the 
opinions  I  desired  to  communicate  to  those  I  addressed* 
and  were  merely  .the  abbreviation  of  the  conclusions  to 
which  I  thought  I  had  entitled  myself,  by  the  arguments 
I  had  used,  I  was  not  aware  that  I  had  riolatedaiiy  rule  of 
etiquette  here,  in  tfuis  summing  up  the  ressomiw  upon 
the  subjecl;  I  had  proved,  at  least  to  my  own  satiAetionf 
that  the  constitution  ftinushed  no  authori^  to  tlie  Presi- 
dent for  wharhe  had  done;  therefore,  I  fett  mysdf  juati- 
fied  in  speaking  of  this  act  as  unconstitutional,  and  as  law> 
less.  If  such  is  its  true  character,  all  must  concede  that  a 
power  exerted  by  a  President  without  warrantor  constita* 
tional  grant  is  a  usurpation  on  his  part;  and  as  such  a 
usurpation  in  this  case  was  a  direct  and  plain  infringement 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  it  must  be  a  pOM  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution,  inflag^rant  derogation  of  the  rights 
of  this  body.  To  the  Senate  I  certainly  owe  no  apology 
for  the  earnest  appeal  I  made  to  them,  to  induce  them 
to  vindicate  their  violated  rights,  to  prove  themselves 
faithful  depositaries  of  tlie  trusts  confided  to  them  by  the 
constitution,  and  never,  by  a  refusal  to  assert  their  privi- 
leges, to  countenance  the  idea  thatth^couklbe  gnUty  of 
a  base  surrender  of  the  rights  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
Statcft  they  represent,  which  rights  so  confened  are  in 
truth  but  duties  imposed  by  our  constitutents  for  their  own 
wise  purposes.  This  woukl  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  on 
our  part,  which,  however  much  it  may  be  deared  by  any 
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other  department  of  the  Government,  could  scarcely  find 
justification  or  apology  here  or  elsewhere. 

In  expressing  these  strong  opinions,  I  certainly  neither 
measured  nor  weighed  the  force  of  the  language  neces- 
sary to  convey  them.  But  if  this  or  any  othet  honorable 
Senator  would  have  been  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the 
proper  courtly  phrases  in  which  I  might  have  communi- 
cated my  thoughts,  I  would  willingly  have  adopted  them, 
provided  they  would  have  expressed  ipy  opinions  with 
equal  precision.  I  doubt  much,  however,  whether  I  should 
have  escaped  the  censure  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  if  I  bad  borrowed  my  terms  even  from  his  own 
works,  or  from  the  precedents  furnished  by  the  speeche» 
of  some  of  those,  by  whom  ihe  President  is  now  surrounded, 
which  speeches  were  delivered  by  them  during  the  Panama 
debate.  .  President  Jefferson,  liow  so  much  eulogized  by 
this  honorable  Senator,  was  not  always  reg^dcd  by  him, 
I  believe,  as  entitled  to  such  encomia.  One  at  least  of  the 
acts  of  this  President  was  characterized  by  this  Senator 
in  lang^ag'e  as  unqualified  a^any  I  have  used;  and  a  re- 
ference to  the  speeches- to  which  I  have  alluded  will 
furnish  many  examples  of  much  stronger  phrases  than  any 
I  have  employed,  and  this  too  in  relation  to  the  same  sub- 
ject. These  terms  were  then  applied,  however,  to  the 
assertions  of  Premdent  Adams;  and'l  have  spoken  of  the 
acts  of  President  Jackson,  et  tempera  mvUantur^  although 
the  constitution  remains  the  same. 

But,  sir,  let  no  one  think  that  I  mean  to  justify  or  even 
to  excuse  what  I  have  said,  by  the  examples  of  others, 
or  even  of  the  President  himself.  My  justification  is,  that 
whatever  I  have  said,  I  thought;  and  tl)at  which  I  think 
of  the  public  acts  of  public  men,  I  feel  myself  at  perfect 
liberty  to  speak  here,  whenever  a  proper  occasion  arises 
80  to  do.  Ill  thiacase,  I  neither  sou^t  nor  made  the  occa-. 
sion.  I  would  have  avoided  it  if  I  could.  But  the  Presi- 
dent has  chosen  to  present  his  application  to  [his  body, 
asking  us  to  appropriate  the  money  of  our  constituents 
to  redeem  his  pledge  of  the  public  faith,  plighted  with- 
out our  sanction  or  any  constitutional  warrant,  and  I  am 
80  called  upon  to  approve  the  act.  Forced  thus  to  in- 
quire into  me  character  of  that  which  has  been  done,  I 
am  constrained  to  speak  of  it  as  f  think  it  merits.  I  have 
done  so,  and,  in  so  doing,  have  done  but  what  my  duty 
required. 

Mr.  President,  tlus  debate  has  taken  the  precise  course 
which  I  foresaw  it  would  take.  The  advocates  of  this 
appropriation,  instead  of  meeting  or  controverting  any 
position  I  have  maintained  in  reference  to  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  constitution,  have  endeavored  to  justify 
what  has  been  done  by  the  precedents  they  cite,  and  the 
practice  they  wish  to  show  to  have  been  settled.  The 
Senator  from  Louisiana  alone  has  expressed  any  doubt  as 
to  the  correctness  of  the  interpretation  which  I  have  g^ven 
of  the  constitution.  At  first,  this  doubt  was  rested  upon 
an  inversion  and  transpositioiv  of  the  terms  used  in  the 
instrument.  This  attempt,  however,  seems  to  be  aban- 
doned by  him;  and  he  now  seeks  to  attain  the  same  ob- 
ject, by  inserting  a  stop  where  there  is  none.  To  this 
new  process  for  changing  the  meaning  of  its  provisions,  I 
have  no  other  answer  to  give  than  this — blot  out  all  the 
■tops,  and  both  the  learned  and  unlearned  wUl  replace 
them  as  they  now  are,  because  the>'  will  still  concur  in 
reading  the  instrument  as  I  have  read  it,  and  in  constru- 
ing its  language  as  I  have  construed  it.  According  to  this 
construction,  I  repeat,  the  President  alone  may  nominate, 
but,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
only,  can  appoint  to  any  office;  and  when  vacancies  hap- 
pen duongT^^  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  alone 
may  fill  up  such  vacancies,  by  temporary  commisnons  only. 
Here  I  will  leave  this  suggested  doubt,  confident  (hat  it 
will  never  ripeh^into  certainty  any  where,  but- in  some  hot- 
bed prepared  to'force  its  growtli  unnaturally. 

The  Senator  from  Louisiana  next  draws  a  distinction 


between  the  power  of  the  President  to  make  treaties* 
and  his  power  to  make  appoinlments  to  office.  This  dis- 
tinction he  seeks  to  support  by  a  reference  to  the  pre- 
cedents he  has  cited.  This  distinction  is  certainly  new. 
If  to  be  sustuned  at  all,  it  must  be  by  the  force  of  the 
precedents  only,  for  the  words  of  the  constitution  as  ex- 
plicitly restnun  the  one  power  as  they  do  the  other,  and 
in  precisely  the  same  mode.  Each  of  these  powers  is 
given  to  the  President;  but,  in  the  very  grant  itself,  they 
are  both  required  to  be  exercised  by  him,  «*  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate"  only;  and  the  only 
difference  between^  them  is,  that,  in  making  treaties,  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present,  and,  in 
making  appointments,  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  only 
is  required.  Then,  is  it  not  strange,  that,  in  the  very 
case  where  the  constitution  imposes  the  strongest  re- 
straint, it  should  be  contended  that  none  exists;  and  yet 
should  be  admitted  that,  in  the  other  case,  the  restraint 
is  efiectual,  although  this  restraint  is  imposed  by  the 
same  words  repeated  in  the  very  next  member  of  the 
same  sentence? 

But,  sir,  how  are  treaties  to  be  negotiated?     Certmn^ 
by  some  officer  of  the  Government;  and  this,  whether 
they  are  negotiated  at  home  or  abroad.     For  it  is  asking 
of  us  too  much,  when  we  arc  required  to  admit  that  be 
who  has  the  commission  of  the  Government,  which  com- 
mission is  signed  by  its  Chief  Magistrate,  authenticated 
by  its  great  seal,  and  wherein  is  expressed,  that,  in  con- 
sideration, of  the  high  confidence  reposed  in  him,  authority 
is  thereby  given  by  him  to  pledge  our  faitii  and  honor,  is 
not  an  officer  of  the  United  SUtes.     So  that  the  question 
still  recurs,  can  the  President  alone,  without  tlie  advice 
andeonsent  of  the  Senate,  create  such  an  office?     1  say 
create  such  an  office;  for  when  the  commission  is  granted 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  abroad,  with  a  nation  at  whose  court 
we  have  never  had  any  representative^  the  office  is  cre- 
ated: for,  as  I  have  shown,  there  is  no  pretext  for  saying 
that  such  an  office  is  then  vacant,  or  that  the  President, 
in  making  the  appointment  to  it,  is  merely  filling'  up  a 
vacancy,  and  a  vacancy  which  lias  happened,  too,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate.     Now  the  Senator  from  Lou- 
isiana admits  that  the  Prendent  alone  cannot  make  an 
original  appointment  to  any  office.   What,  then,  becomes 
of  his  distinction  between  the  power  of  the  President  to 
make  treaties,  and  his  power  to  make  appointments,  in 
all  cases  where,  to  make  a  treaty,  it  is  necessary  to  make 
an  original  appointment? 

Sir,  the  precedents  may  be  searched  from  the  birth  of 
this  Government  to  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  Turkish 
treaty,  and  but  few  cases  will  be  found  of  a  treaty  nego- 
tiated by  any  other  than  a  diplomatic  officer  of  the  United 
States,  whose  appointment,  if  an  original  appointment, 
had  not  been  made  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate.  The  few  cases  existing,  in  which  this 
does  not  appear,  are  either  cases  occurring,  "yZc^ran/e 
beUOf'^  with  the  Power  treated  with,  or  cases  of  compacts 
entered  into  with  piratical  hordes  or  savage  tribes,  the 
dependents  or  tributaries  of  your  own,  or  of  some  ether 
sovereignty.  All  the  precedents  referred  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Louisiana  are  of  this  description^  These  prece- 
dents, therefore,  do  not  touch  or  apply  to  the  question 
I  have  discussed,  and  which  is  presented  in  this  case, 
unless  we  are  prepared  to  say  that  the  principles  of  war 
justify  the  practice  of  peace,  or  that  the  usages  which  ne- 
cessity requires  to  be  adopted  in  our  intercourse  with 
barbarian  Powers  and  dependent  States,  constitute  the 
rule  which  ou{^t  to  regulate  our  intercourse  with  the 
oldest,  and  most  solemnly  and  most  universally  recog- 
nized sovereignties  on  earth. 

'  Even  this  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  would  Iiave  us 
to  do,  for  be  ridicules  my  ideas  that  the  existence  of  war 
gives  to  the  President  power  that  he  may  not  rightfully 
claim  in  peace;  or  that  there  is  any  difference  between 
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the  piratical  Bai*bai7  hordes  and  the  Ottoman  empire. 
Now,  suppose  I  should  even  admit  that  the  distinction 
which  I  drew  between  the  cases  of  war  and  peace  was 
witliout  any  just  foundation,  is  it  fair  to  infer  the  ^neral 
rule  of  peace  from  tlic  exception  of  war'  Oris  it  wise 
or  safe  to  contend,  that  what  is  acquiesced  in  without 
murmur,  durins^  the  storm  of  war,  is  therefore  right,  and 
may  be  properly  repeated  in  the  calm  and  *•  piping  time 
of  peace."  I  pi*ay  the  Senate  to  think  well  of  the  conse- 
quences which  may  and  must  result  if  they  sanction  such 
doctrine  as  this. 

Peace  gives  the  rule,  and  war  the  exception  to  it.  Nor 
is  it  of  little  consequence  to  the  present  argument, 
whether  the  exception  be  d$  Jure  or  ae  facto  only.  It  is 
but  an  exception  in  either  case;  and  we  reason  erroneous- 
ly when  we  seek  to  find  the  rule  in  the  exception  to  it. 
Biit  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  exception  exists  (fe  jxirt^ 
and  is  established  by  the  constitution  itself  as  an  excep- 
tion, tlien  this  exception  proves  the  general  rule  to  be 
different.  Now,  I  contend  that  the  exception  does  exist 
dt  jurti  and  that  in  war  the  President  may  lawfully  ne- 
^tiatc  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  enemy,  when,  where, 
and  how  he  pleases,  and  by  the  intervention  of  whomso- 
ever he  thinks  proper  to  employ  for  tliat  purpose.  I 
prove  it  thus: 

The  legitinuite  object  of  all  war  is  peace. '    To  attain 
this  desirable  end  whenever  war  exists,  the  constitution 
gives  to  the  Executive  every  lawful  means  for  its  accom- 
plishment.    Hence,  he  may  lawfully  order,  and  by  his 
subordinates  eifect,  the  burning  of  towns,  the  sacking  of 
cities,  the  devastation  of  the  enemy's  country,  and  the 
slaughter  of  its  inhabitants;  for,  alas!  sad  experience  has 
taught  mankind^  that  such  are  the  necessary  means  by 
which  alone  most  commonly  war  can  be  terminated,  and 
the  desirable  end  of  peace  attained.     Now,  surelyj  if  the 
Executive  may  lawfully  do  all  this  for  such  an  object,  he 
may  attain  the  same  required  end  by  other  means  less 
destructive,  and  more  consonant  to  the  dictates  of  human- 
ity.      If  he  may  lawfidly  negotiate  for  peace  by  blood 
and  carnage,  mav  he  not  negotiate  for  tfie  same  object 
by  argument  and  persuasion?     It  is  true  you  call  the  one 
battle  and  bloodshed,  and  the  other  negotiation,  yet  each 
of  them  is  but  a  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  peace, 
the  great  and  only  justifiable  end  of  all  war;  which  end 
It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Executive  to  eifect  by  all 
proper  means,  whenever  war  exists.     And  what  at  last 
js  this  treaty  of  peace,  until  it  is  ratified  by  the  proper 
authority,  tSiat  is  to  say,  until,  in  this  countrv,  its  ratifica- 
tion has  received  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate ' 
It  is  little  else  than  a  mere  armistice.     Now,   none  can 
d:«ibt  that  the  Executive  may  lawfully  conclude  an  ar- 
mistice when,  where,  and  how  he  pleases,  and  this  under 
his  general  power  to  conduct  the  existing  war  In  that 
mode  which,  in  his  discretion,  peace,  its  only  justifiable 
end,  seems  to  require. 

Here,  then,  b  one  answer  to  all  the  precedents  cited  by 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  of  treaties  made  with  the 
Barbary  Powers  during  the  administration  of  our  two  first 
Presidents.  At  the  time  all  these  treaties  were  nego- 
tiated, war  existed  between  these  Powers  and  the  United 
States.  Moreover,  two  of  these  treaties  (being  all  of  this 
description  that  were  concluded  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Washington)  were  concluded  by  Mr.  Humphreys, 
an  acknowledged  diplomatic  officer  of  the  United  States, 
who  had  been  previously  and  regularly  appointed  our 
minister  to  Portugal,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate.  In  concluding  these  treaties,  too,  Mr. 
Humphreys  acted  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  he  had 
received,  the  substance  of  which  instructions  had  been 
previously  submitted  by  the  President  to  the  Senate,  and 
'  had  received  their  approbation  so  far  back  as  the  8th  of 
May,  1792,  as  our  journals  show.  These  cases,  then,  are 
but  cases  of  treaties  made  by  a  proper  officer  of  the 


United  States,  whose  appointment  and  whose  instructions 
had  previously  received  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate. 
As  to  the  mere  inXemxinm  employed  by  Mr.  Humphreys 
himself  in  his  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  and 
who  acted  under  appointments  from  hiin,  and  not  from 
the  President,  I  presume  it  cannot  be  necesssry  for  me 
to  say  a  single  word.  Doubtless,  the  minister  might  em- 
ploy what  messengers,  interpreters,  or  subagents,  he 
thought  necessary,  and  the  obligation  of  the  instrument, 
put  into  form  by  them  before  it  received  his  assent,  could 
neither  be  streng^encd  nor  weakened  by  their  signature, 
whether  it  was  vanity  or  necessity  that  subscribed  it. 

The  same  answer  will  equally  apply  to  the  cases  of  the 
treaties  afterwards  concluded  with  some  of  these  same 
Powers  during  the  administration  of  Preadent  Madison. 
War  again  existed  between  the  United  States  and  these 
Powers,  when  these  treaties,  too,  were  concluded.  Nay, 
such  is  the  capricious  and  rapacious  character  of  these 
corsairs,  and  such  their  ignorance  or  contempt  of  the 
provisions  of  the  pubUc  law,  and  the  usages  of  civilized 
nations,  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine  when  war  does 
not  exist  with  them.  It  is  this  very  circumstance  which 
constitutes  one  of  the  g^eat  causes  why  your  intercourse 
with  them  always  has,  and  always  must  produce  many 
anomalies,  from  which  no  principle  or  rule  can  properly 
be  deduced.  But  if  I  wanted  an  apt  ifiustration  of  the 
truth  of  my  position,  that  the  power  of  conducting  a  war 
necessarily  includes  the  power  of  concluding  it  by  negfo- 
tiating  for  peace,  I  should  find  it  in  the  circumstances  at- 
tending one  of  these  very  treaties.  The  gallant  Decatur 
had  just  captured  the  Algerine  squadron.  Hastening 
from  the  scene  of  his  conquest,  he  presented  his  victo- 
rious fleet  before  the  port  of  Algiers,  ready  to  fire  upon 
the  city,  and  to  lay  it  in  ashes,  if  necessary.  To  save 
themselves  from  the  imminent  danger,  and  to  gain  time 
for  preparation,  the  enemy  wished  to  parley,  professing  a 
wish  to  negotiate  a  peace.  His  answer  to  their  proposi- 
tion was,  "Here  are  the  only  terms  of  peace  I  can  accept. 
Sisrn  and  ratify  this  treaty,  and  our  nations  are  friends 
a^in;  reject  it,  and  I  must  do  my  duty,  I  give  you  two 
hours  to  decide."  Within  the  time  prescribed,  the 
treaty  was  returned,  duly  executed  on  their  part;  and 
hence  was  concluded,  on  board  of  his  own  nag  ship, 
the  United  States*  ship  Guerriere.  Now,  sir,  will  any  one 
say  that,  in  thus  acting,  this  hero  violated  any  precept  of 
the  constitution  of  his  country?  And,  if  not,  it  surelv 
cannot  be  pretended  that  the  President  could  so  offend, 
by  authorizing  that  to  be  done,  which,  when  done  in 
pursuance  of  his  orders,  was  rightfully  done.  Yet,  if 
rightfully  done,  war  must  give  power  to  the  Executive 
that  in  peace  is  forbidden. 

Again:  Is  it  correct  to  say  that  there  is  no  difference 
between  the  piratical  hordes  of  Algiers,  and  Tunis,  and 
Tripoli,  the  professed  tributaries  and  acknowledged  de- 
pendents of  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  the  Ottoman  empire 
itself?  This  is  an  assertion  which  I  confess  I  did  not  ex- 
pect to  have  heard  made  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  My  historical  recollections  do  not  deceive  me, 
I  tliink,  when  they  lead  roe  to  say  that  the  Ottoman  Go- 
vernment is  now  the  oldest  in  the  world.  While  evcrv 
other  known  Government  has  been  oftentimes  changed, 
destroyed,  and  reconstructed,  that  simple  despotism,  sus- 
tained as  it  is,  alike  by  religion  and  by  force,  has  ever 
remained  unaltered  from  its  creation,  now  nearly  twelve 
centuries  ago,  until  this  hour.  Before  the  discover)'  of 
America  by  Columbus,  the  seat  of  the  Turkish  empire 
was  fixed  where  it  now  is,  at  Constantinople;  and  never 
since  has  that  capital  been  profaned  by  the  presence  of 
any  foreign  foe.  Almost  two  hundred  and  fif^y  years  ago, 
aU  Europe  trembled  at  its  onward  march;  and  the  most 
powerful  of  European  sovereigns  fled  from  the  smoking 
ruins  of  his  capital,  Vienna,  to  escape  tliis  enempr.  Much 
more  thart  a  century  since,  Bender,  one  of  its  distant  pro- 
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▼incud  towns,  offered  a  safe  asylum  to  tlie  unfortunate 
Swedish  iiionarch«  when  flying  from  the  disastrous  field 
of  Paltowa;  and  Turkish  &ith  and  Turkish  power  would 
never  permit  that  asy)um  to  be  violated.  Deprived  since 
of  some  of  its  domain  by  the  Russian  arms,  tt  neverthe- 
less stiU  ranks  as  one  among^  the  principal  Powers  of  the 
world,  havings  been  always  recog^nised  and  always  re- 
spected aa  an  independent  and  great  nation  by  every 
State  in.  Christendom.  It  does  not  seem  very  becoming 
in  u^  almost  the  youngest  of  fhe  great  family  of  nations^ 
to  wish  to  degrade  this  ancient  and  powerful  sovereignty*, 
not  less  remarkable  for  the  proud  simplicity,  than  for  the 
strict,  honor  and  fidelity  or  its  character,  (and'this,  too, 
at  the  moment  when  we  have  just  concluded  our  first 
treaty  with  it,^  by  comparing  it  with  its  own  tributary 
dependents,  whose  piratical  pursuits,  and  open  contempt 
of  all  the  usages  of  civilized  States,  have  ever  prevented 
every  Power  from  recognising  any  of  them  as  an  equal 
sovereignty,  or  trusting  among  them  any  other  repre* 
tentative  tfian  an  humble  consul.  As  well  might  we  com- 
pare the  Russian  Government  with  some  wretched  band 
of  Esquimaux,  or  horde  of  fierce  Tai*tars,  dwelling  within 
its  liniitsf  or  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with 
the  Cherokee  nation,  or  the  tribe  of  Winnebagoes, 
dwelling  within  ours. 

It  is  strange,  too,  that  this  assertion  should  be  hazarded 
now,  when  it  is  proposed  by  th^  very  amendment  before 
us  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  new  mission  to 
the  Sublime  Porte,  which  sum  far  exceeds  in  amount  the 
'aggregate  of  all  the  sums  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
for  our  misdons  to  Russia,  to  France,  and  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. To  justify  this  appropriation,  a  list  of  the  foreign 
ministers  of  the  different  nations  of  Europe,  now  accre- 
dited at  the  Turkish  court,  is  sent  to  us,  which  list  pre- 
sents a  diplomatic  corps  that,  in  rank,  in  the  number  of 
States  represented,  and  in  the  compensation  granted  to 
these  mimsters,  far  exceeds  any  such  corps  assembled  at 
any  other  court  in  the  world!  Yet,  sir,  that  nation,  at 
whose  court  princes  or  noblemen  of  high  rank  have  not 
felt  deg^raded  to  appear  as  ministers,  and  whose  sovereigpns 
intend  to  honor  tiiem  by  such  appointments,  is  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  to  be  sunk  to  the  level  of 
its  own  tributaries,  to  whose  castles  none  other  than  a 
consul  has  ever  been  sent,  and  this  for  the  most  obvious 
reasons. 

The  case  of  treaties  concluded  here  by  a  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Senate  must  at  once  perceive,  toiurhes  not  the 
question  I  have  presented.  No  one  can  doubt  that  he  is 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  who  being  charged  by  the 
law  of  his  creation  with  the  superintendence  of  all  the 
foreign  relations  of  the  country,  may  very  properly  be  in- 
structed by  the  President  to  negotiate  a  treaty  here.  In 
his  case,  the  power  given  to  him  has  no  other  effect  than 
to  charge  the  old  ofnce  with  a  new  and  very  proper  duty. 
It  creates  no  new  office  in  him,  as  we  all  know;  for 
although  we  have  heard  of  pay  for  constructive  journeys 
never  performed,  yet  even  the  persons  who  thought  them- 
selves entitled  to  such  compensation,  have  never  presumed 
to  ask  for  constructive  **  outfit  and  salaiy"  for  the  per- 
formance of  this  new  duty  merely.  It  would  be  absurd, 
too,  to  say  that  the  full  power  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  negotiate  a  treaty  here,  could  entitle  him  to  any 
of  the  privileges  and  immunities  accorded  by  the  public 
law  to  such  as  are  sent  abroad  with  such  a  power.  It  is 
this,  at  last,  that  constitutes  the  true  test  whereby  to  as- 
certiun  whether  the  agent  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
is  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  such  an  ap- 
pointment. For  as  the  immunities  conceded  by  the  pub- 
Fic  law  are  official  privileges  merely,  he  who  acquires  none 
such  in  virtue  of  his  appointment  to  negotiate  a  treaty,  is 
not  thereby  made  an  officer.  But  wheresoever  the  ap- 
pointment is  designed  to  draw  alter  it  pay  at  home,  and 
unmunity  abroad,  then  it  creates  office.    Kow  sueh  is  the 


case  of  these  commissioners ;  and  such  never  was  the  case 
of  any  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have  to  notice  but  a  single  other  argument  of  tlie  Se- 
nator from  Louisiana.     He  tells  us  that  this  was  not  a  re  w 
mission,  for  it  had  been  previously  established  by  the  last 
President  in    the   appointments  of  Messrs.   Crane   an<'. 
Offley,  made  by  him  m  like  manner,  and  for  the  same 
purposes  wiUi  the  present.     Sir,  from  this  day  forward, 
let  us  not  repeat  the  phrase  and  promise  of  ••reforming 
the  abuses  which  had  crept  into  this  Government."     It  is 
high  time  we  should  drop  it,  when  honorable  Senators 
think  they  justify  a  violation  of  the  constitution  by  the 
present  Executive,  by  regarding  it  as  a  mere  continuation 
of  the  usurped  authority  of  liis  predecessor.     The  ques- 
tion we  have  to  decide  is,  whether  the  constitution  au- 
thorizes the  President  to  create  a  new  office,  withovU  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  by  instituting  a  mission 
to  a  nation  with  which  we  never  before  had  established 
any  political  connexion  or  diplomatic  relation.      In  an- 
swering tills  question,  it  is  gravely  said  that  the  present 
President  has  not  done  so,  because  such  a  mission  was  se- 
cretly and  ineffectually  attempted  to  be  cslablished  by  his 
predecessor;  and  tliis  secret  and  vain  effort  to  strip  the 
Senate  of  their  highest  privilege  at  that  time,  sanctifies 
and  justifies  the  actual  deed  afterwards  done.     Much  bet- 
ter would  it  be  to  say  at  once,  that  because  President 
Adams  publicly  proclaimed  in  the  Panama  message  that 
such  a  power  was  "  wiUiin  the  constitutional  competency 
of  the  Executive,"  therefore  it  must  be  so.     But  as  this 
argument  would  scarcely  find  favor  any  where  now,  it  is 
deemed  better  to  rely  upon  the  secret  and  ineffectual  at- 
tempt, rather  than  upon  the  open  and  avowed  opinion  of 
this  President.       When  President  Adams  publicly  an- 
nounced tills  opinion,  its  correctness  was  as  pvibhcly  de- 
nied and  controverted  here?  and  surely  his  hidden  acts, 
which  could  not  be  censured,  because  they   were  not 
knou  n,  are  even  of  less  weight  as  authority  than  his  de- 
clared opinions.     What  may  be  tiie  weight  and  auibonly 
of  his  opinions  upon  this  subject  now,  1  know  not,  but  I 
well  know  how  they  were  regarded  by  some  formerly; 
and  at  the  very  time,  too,  when  this  act  of  his  wassecrttly 
done.     My  opinions  upon  this  subject  then  coincided  with 
those  entertained  by  others  to  wliom  I  have  alluded,  and 
mine  certainly  have  undergone  no  change  since. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  again  rose.  Both  the  Senators  from 
Virginia,  said  Mr.  L.,  have  thought  it  extraordinary  that 
any  observations  should  have  been  made  on  the  terms  in 
which  it  was  deemed  proper  to  stigmatize  Uie  conduct  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  by  ajiticipation 
that  of  those  who  should  support  him— terms  which  tl;cy 
say  the  occasion  justified,  and  which  the  frank ^  indepen- 
dent discharge  of  duty  required.  They  are  inspired,  they 
say,  by  the  genial  warmth  of  their  Southern  sun,  and  ac- 
customed by  the  habits  of  their  country  to  call  tilings  by 
their  names;  and  when  they  see  usurpation,  they  must  call 
it  by  that  name.  And  the  gentleman  who  last  addressed 
you  [Mr.  TxaKwaLi.]  has  requested  me  to  furnish  him 
with  a  courtly  phrase  (so  I  think  he  called  it)  that  should 
express  his  idea  without  offence.  Far  be  it  from  me! 
Far  from  me  the  presumption  of  endeavoring  to  restrain 
the  noble  spirit  of  independent  zeal  tiiat  animates  those 
who  make  the  accusation,  fostered  as  it  is  by  the  influence 
of  climate,  and  strengfthened  by  liab  its  of  freedom  of  speech. 
Far  from  me  the  vanity  of  thinking  that  any  phrase  that  I 
could  offer  would  be  so  acceptable  as  those  which  the 
Senator*8  duty  required^  and  his  sense  of  propriety  has 
sanctioned.  I  am  as  little  conversant  with  courts  as  cither 
of  the  Senators.  I,  too,  am  a  republican;  I,  too,  though 
not  born  under  a  Southern  sun,  am  in  the  habit  of  boldly 
expressing  my  thoughts;  and  when  I  hear  charges  of  the 
most  serious  nature  that  can  be  made,  expressed  in  the 
most  unqualified  language,  and  I  think  those  charts  un- 
founded, I  must  take  the  hberty  to  say  so.     Ves,  sir,  and 
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the  more  unacceptable  liberty  of  proving  it,  as  I  trust  I 
have  done.  Though  words  are  things,  they  are  not  the 
words  of  the  accusation  tliat  I  blames  it  is  the  groundless 
accusation  itself.  It  is  the  intolerant  denunciation  of  all 
who  cannot  see  unconstitutionality  or  usurpation  in  the 
acts  complained  of.  I  said,  sir,  that  the  objections  now 
raised  were  new;  thaf  for  the  first  time  this  charge  had 
been  made  against  a  practice  and  a  construction  that  was 
as  old  as  the  Government  itself.  This  is  denied  $  and  the 
debates  on  the  Panama  mission  are  referred  to.  Sir,  I  an- 
ticipated this  objection,  and  have  shown  that  the  objec- 
tions then  were  two,  to  the  nature  of  the  mission  to  take 
part  in  the  debates  of  a  deliberative  assembly;  and  to  an 
appointment  of  a  public  minister  on  a  new  mission  witliout 
consultiag^  the  Senate:  and  I  am  warranted  in  repeating 
that  the  present  accusation  proceeds  from  a  new  Ught, 
that  never  before  shone  on  the  mind  of  any  of  our  prede- 
cessors; but,  admit  the  Panama  debate  to  be  an  exception, 
it  is  but  as  of  yesterday,  compared  with  the  sanctions  of  the 
contrary  practice. 

My  construction  of  the  constitution,  as  to  the  pow^r  of 
appointing  in  the  recess,  is  discarded  with  the  single  obser- 
vation, that  it  is  bottomed  on  an  assumed  transposition 
of  words  in  the  clause.  Not  so.  It  stands  on  stronger 
grounds.  The  evident  intent  of  the  framers  of  the 
constitution — the  cotemporaneous  exposition;  the  unin^ 
terrupted  and  unquestioned  practice.  The  force  of  that 
practice,  in  its  several  divisions,  has  been  attempted  to  be 
weakened:  1.  As  to  the  treaties  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,   by  saying,  as  is  most  undoubtedly  true,  but 


perform  that  duty,  would  not  they,  notwithstanding  the 
law,  have  a  right  to  reject  him?  The  law  cannot  control 
the  constitution.  The  office  of  Secretary  is  created  by 
the  law  of  Congress — that  of  minister,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions. The  appointment  of  one  is  regulated  by  law — that 
of  the  other,  by  the  constitution:  therefore,  no  law  can 
control  the  powers  of  the  President  or  the  Senate  ;^  and 
the  Secretary  cannot  be  a  minister,  but  by  viKue  of  a 
special  appointment.  That  special  appointment  has  been 
uniformly  given  by  the  President,  without,  in  a  single  in- 
stance, submitting  it  to  the  Senate;  and  the  unquestioned 
practice  proves  that  temporary  appointments  of  commis- 
sioners may  rightfully  be  made  without  nominating  them 
to  the  Senate.  It  has  been  uniformly  done  in  negotiations 
at  home,  and,  if  I  understand  both  gentlemen,  rightfully 
done;  but,  without  the  slightest  reason  for  the  distinction, 
they  say  it  cannot  be  done  abroad.  But  when  I  take  the 
laboring  oar,  and  sliow  the  same  uniform  practice  in  mis- 
sions abroad,  how  is  it  repelled? 

First,  in  case  of  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace. 
Tliis  is  ushered  in  by  an  encomium  from  the  Senator  who 
last  addressed  you  on  the  diplomatic  law  of  nations,  and 
he  lauds  it  particularly  for  a  character  which  I  never  be- 
fore heard  attributed  to  it — ^its  great  certainty  and  preci- 
sion. I  had  thought  that,  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
much  contrariety  of  opinions  as  to  many  of  its  provisions; 
that,  as  it  was  made  up  of  usages,  treaties,  and  the  chang- 
ing opinions  of  writers,  it  was  not  only  uncertain  from 
its  nature,  but  that  the  principles  most  generally  acknow- 
ledged were  undergoing  a  daily  cliange,  with  the  advance^ 
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under  the  powers  which  the  President  has  to  make  trea 
ties.     Sir,  that  is  the  very  power  to  which  we  refer  to 
justify  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners.     Ay,  but 
say  the  gentlemen,  he  may  appoint  the  Secretary  of  State, 
but  not  commissioners.     Why?    Because  he  is  Secretary 
of  State;  and  they  are  commissioners.     This  may  be  a 
satis&ctory  argument  to  those  who  use  it;  but  I  must  be 
permitted  to  think  and  to  say,  that  it  appears  rather  incon- 
clusive.    The  -Secretary  of  State  has  the  management, 
ex  QjffidOf  of  our  foreigpi  negotiations,  under  the  mrection 
of  Uie  Pre«dent;  but  without  tliat  direction,  in  the  form 
of  a  plenipotentiary  commission,  he  has  no  right  to  make 
a  treaty.     Such  a  commission  is  always  delivered  to  him 
when  he  is  directed  to  enter  into  or  negotiate  any  com- 
pact with  a  foreign  minister.    It  is  made  out  in  form — and 
from  it  he  derives  his  sole  authority — just  as  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Humplireys,  which  I  quoted  in  the  beginning  of  this 
debate.     He  was  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Portugal; 
but  a  negotiation  with  Algiers  was  desired,  and  he  was 
authorized,  by  a  new  commission,  as  formal  in  all  respects 
as  that  by  which  he  was  appointed  to  Portugal — ^yet  he 
was  nominated  to  the  Senate  as  minister  to  Portugal — but 
not  to  Algiers.     Why?    Because  the  first  was  a  perma- 
nent, the  last  only  a  temporary  appointment.     Because,^ 
in  the  first,  he  was  a  public  minister — in  the  last,  only  a 
secret  ag^nt  with  full  powers.     Because  the  President 
had  a  right  to  give  what  character  he  chose  to  liis  agents, 
and  chose  to  call  him-  in  one  a  public  minister,  and  nomi- 
nate him  as  such;  and,  for  satisfactory  reasons  made  him 
in  the  other,  his  mission  to  Alters,  a  commissioner,  with 
full  powers,  and  did  not  nominate  him.     But,  to  put  an 
end  to  all  cavil,  on  the  ground  that  the  appointment  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  as  a  plenipotentiary  was  not  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  same  rules  tliat  apply  to  the  appointment  of 
other  persons,  let  us  suppose  the  strong  case  of  a  law 
declaring  that,  in  all  treaties  with  foreign  Powers  made  in 
the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State  should  be  the 
person  employed  to  make  them;  would  the  President's 
constitutional  right  to  make  treaties  and  name  agents  to 
make  them  be  aiFected  by  such  a  law?     Could  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  under  it,  without  a  special  commission,  make 


of  the  world.     I  thought  so— but  this  was  owing  to  my 
ignorance,  for  the  Senator  tells  you  that  aithoug^  it  may 
appear  to  be  the  case  to  superficial  observers,  the  order 
and  beauty,  and,  above  all,  the  certainty  of  the  system, 
open  themselves  to  those  who  are  proficients  in  the  sci- 
ence.    I  am  not  advanced  to  tliis  degree  of  perfection; 
the  Senator  is;  and  to  what  truths  in  the  system  is  this  en- 
commm  the  prologue?    What  are  the  certain  maxims  he 
has  found  applicable  to  the  present  case,  in  the  precise 
pages  of  this  law  ?    First,  a  eonfirmation  of  his  former 
assertion,  that  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace  were  but 
officers.sent  to  regelate  the  terms  of  an  armistice;  and  that 
when  the  President  sends  such  ministers,  he  does  it  as  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army;  that  the  treaty-making  power 
has  nothing  to  do  with  it.     Now,  sir,  I  must  say,  tliat  if 
this  be  the  best  proof  that  can  be  furnished  of  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  code  of  nations,  it  will  fare  ill  with  its  repu- 
tation in  this  respect,  for  not  a  single  treaty  of  peace, 
^nce    wars    first  began,    ever  contained   a    stipulation 
for  an  armistice.     They  are  contradictory  terms:  an  af- 
mistice  is  a  ctssation  of  hostilities  for  a  limited  term;  a 
peace  is  a  stipulation  that  they  shall  cease  forever;  an  ar- 
mistice contemplates  a  continuance  of  the  war;  a  peace 
puts  an  end  to  it  forever.     Sometimes  an  armistice  pre- 
cedes a  treaty  of  peace,  and  provides  for  a  renewal  of 
hostilities,  if  the  negotiation  should  fail;  more  frequently 
the  plenipotentiaries  meet,  according  to  tlie  Senator's  ap- 
posite phrase,  Jlagrante  beUo,  in  some  neutral  territory, 
and  without  any  armistice  the  war  is  ended  if  they  ag^e 
on  the  conditions  of  peace,  or  continues  if  the  conference 
is  broken  off.     Look  into  all  our  treaties  of  peace;  ex- 
amine those  between  other  nations,  and  what  do  you  find? 
Settlements  of  boundary,  provision  for  mutual  claims,  all 
the  endless  variety  of  arrangement  to  settle  the  disputes 
between  nations.     Who  ever  heard  of  these  in  an  armis- 
tice?   Who  ever  thought  the  power  to  make  them  should 
be  arranged  under  the  military  rather  than  the  civil  head? 
If  the  President  had  the  power  to  conduct  our  wars  only, 
and  another  department,  the  Senate,  for  example,  that  of 
making  treaties,  could  any  treaty  of  peace,  such  as  we 
have  made,  have  been  concluded  but  by  them?    How 


any  treaty?     And  if  he  were  nominated  to  the  Senate  to  [comes  it,  too,  if  this  doctrine  be  true,  that  all  these  trea 
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7\*rkigh  CommiisUm. 


[Fbb.  24,  1831. 


ties  are  ratified  by  the  Senate,  if  they  are  armistices  only  ? 
Because,  though  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Presi- 
dent's manner  of  making  war,  or  interrupting  hostilities, 
he  can  make  no  treaty  without  their  as8ent~->because,  in 
fine,  a  treaty  of  peace  (no  offence  to  the  certainty  of 
diplomatic  law)  is  a  treaty,  and  not  an  armistice. 

Another  certain  doctrine  of  this  certain  law  which  is  to 
destroy  my  argument,  is  this:  That,  in  a  state  of  war,  ever}' 
individual  of  one  belligerent  nation  is  in  hostility  to  every 
individual  of  the  other;  that,  in  this  situation  of  things,  tk) 
minister  of  one  nation  could  be  ^ent  to  another;  that  his 
personal  safety  would  be  endangered  from  the  first  man 
he  met;  and  it  never  yet  was  known,  says  the  Senator, 
very  emphatically,  that  a  minister  was  sent  by  a  Power  at 
war  to  its  enemy,  Jlagrante  bdlo,  and  therefore  he  con- 
cludes tliat  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  of  peace  are  not 
ministers.  If  by  this  is  meant  ministers  resident,  no  one 
ever  contended  that  they  were;  but  thev  arc  what  all  the 
world  calls  them,  ministers  plenipotent'ary,  and  it  is  con- 
ceded that  they  may  be  sent  by  the  President  alone,  and 
that  they  have  not  been,  and  need  not  be,  nominated  to 
the  Senate  before  they  are  sent.     As  to  the  public  law, 


leave  it  to  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  this  state  of  univer- 
sal and  individual  warfare  is  acknowledged  by  the  modern 
law  of  civilized  nations,  and  whether,  if  even  at  times 
when  it  raged  with  the  greatest  ferocity,  there  were  not 
safe  conducts  known  which  would  enable  plenipotentia- 
ries to  deliberate  in  an  enemy's  capital  as  securely  as 
they  could  in  a  neutral  town.  Leaving  these  points,  as  1 
said,  to  be  determined  by  those  better  qualified  to  decjfle 
them,  I  must  take  the  liberty,  however,  to  doubt  the  correct- 
ness of  the  asserted  fact  that  is  adduced  to  support  them. 
1  have  beard,  strange  as  it  may  appear  to  the  gentleman, 
I  have  heard  of  ministers  sent  to  treat  of  peace  in  an  ene- 
my's country  during  the  existence  of  the  war.  t  have 
known  some,  and  history  is  full  of  others.  The  war  of  our 
revolution,  between  England  and  France,  was  put  an  end 


thint  if  the  mission  now  under  discusnon  had  been  sent  to 
Morocco,  or  Algiers,  or  Tunis,  or  Tripoli,  nothing*  would 
have  been  said  against  it.  ft  was  necessary,  therefore,  to 
raise  some  distinction  between  two  missions  begtm,  con- 
tinued, and  ended,  precisely  in  the  same  way,  that  should 
make  one  a  crime,  the  other  a  legal  and  proper  measure. 
How  is  this  done }  By  showing  that  the  same  rules  which 
govern  a  mission  to  Algiers,  cannot  apply  to  one  sent  to 
the  Ottoman  Porte.  Because,  first,  the  Turkish  is  an  an- 
cient Power;  it  was  established,  he  says,  before  our  exist- 
ence as  a  nation.  If  this  were  the  correct  rule  for  deter- 
mining whether  a  people  were  entitled  to  the  privileges  of 
a  civilized  nation,  it  would  be  rather  an  unfortunate  scale 
for  us  to  establish.  But  be  it  the  true  one,  how  is  the  fact 
as  between  the  two  Powers?  The  empire  of  Turkey  was 
not  established  in  Europe  until  the  fifteenth  century.  Al- 
giers was  then  an  old  Government.  Soon  afler,  it  with- 
stood the  power  of  Charles  V,  and  defeated  the  powerful 
army  he  sent  to  invade  them.  It  is  acknowledg'ed  in  the 
argument,  that  a  capture  by  one  of  their  cruisers  is  con- 
sidered by  the  courts  of  England  as  a  change  of  property. 
They  have  fleets,  armies,  a  regular  revenue,  an  organized 


on  this  subject,  having  confessed  my  ignorance,  I  must  and  permanent,  though  despotic  Government;  how,  with 


to  by  a  British  minister,  m  the  capital  of  the  French  king-  each  other  as  on  a  footing  with  other  nations?     But,  sir. 


dom.  The  peace  of  1801,  between  the  same  Powers, 
was  concluded  at  Amiens,  and  Amiens  is  in  France.^  One 
treaty  of  peace  with  Algiers  was  concluded  in  that  city, 
the  capital  of  our  enemy,  by  a  commissioner  appointed 
with  exactly  the  same  formalities  that  Hhind,  Offley,  and 
Biddle  were;  and  the  other  by  an  Algerine  minister  on 
board  of  one-of  our  ships  of  war,  representing  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States;  in  short,  so  many  are  excep- 
tions to  the  rule,  if  rule  it  nuiy  be  called,  that,  if  it  is  one, 
it  has  been  most  wofully  disregarded  in  practice. 

But  the  volume  of  treaties  with  the  Barbary  Powers; 
the  long  list  of  plenipotentiary  commissioners  who  have 
been,  like  Rhind,  Oflftey,  and  Biddle,  sent  to  negotiate 
them,  and  who  have  none  of  them  been  nominated  to  the 
Senate!  What  is  to  be  done  with  them?  They  must  be 
disposed  of  before  we  can  make  way  for  the'fierce  denun- 
ciation against  the  President.  How  is  this  to  be  effected? 
Nothing  easier.  Deny  their  existence  as  nations;  call* 
them  hordes  of  barbarians,  and  the  business  is  done. 
They  are,  says  the  genUeman,  like  the  Indian  tribes,  who 
are  now  under  our  protection,  and  our  tributaries.  An 
unfortunate  assimilation!  for  there  are  many  honorable 
members  of  this  body,  who  think  that  those  tribes  are  in- 
dependent nations,  and  that  all  stipulations  with  them  are 
treaties,,  in  the  diplomatic  sense  of  the  word.  The  word 
tributary,  too,  brings  with  it  degrading  recollections;  for 
it  so  happens  that  it  is  only  a  few  years  since  these  very 
people,  to  whom  the  title  of  nation  is  denied,  were  power- 
ful enough  to  have  exacted  from  us  an  annual  tribute,  and 
not  only  from  us,  but  from  all  the  nations  wlioscs  ships  na. 
vi^ted  the  Mediterranean.  This  way  of  meeting  the 
objection  seems  to  concede  that  the  course  which  1  have 
shown  to  have  been  pursued  with  respect  to  the  Barbary 
Powers,  was  right  and  constitutional  as  regarded  them;  and 


all  these  attributes  of  sovereignty,  can  we  call  them  sarage 
hordes,  with  whom  no  regular  intercourse  of  diplomacy  can 
be  kept  up?  Look,  sir,  into  the  treaties  we  have  formed 
witli  them.  All^tlie  principles  which  the  most  civilized 
nations  have  proclaimed,  and  which  so  few  of  them  hare 
practised  on,  will  be  found  to  be  included  in  them. 

But  the  States  of  Barbary  are  not  treated  by  the  Euro- 
pean ,  Powers  on  the  footing  of  otiier  nations.  They  do 
not  send  them  resident  ministers.  If  they  did  not,  I 
scarcely  think  this  would  be  proof  of  the  fact  that  t!>.cy 
were  not  considered  as  part  of  the  family  of  nations.  One 
of  the  greatest  Powers  in  Europe  has  not  now,  and  never 
has  had,  an  agent  here  of  a  higher  rank  than  consul. 
Nor  have  we  treated  hira  with  more  ceremony.  Does  this 
prove  that  Austria  and  the  United  States  do  not  consider 


the  fact  is  not  quite  correct.  We  have  had,  and  now 
have,  ministers  resident  with  these  Powers.  They  hare 
only  the  title  of  consuls,  but  have  the  powers  of  n>inistcrs; 
and  greater  powers  than  are  exercised  by  ministers  in  anv 
country  in  Europe.  They  have  exclusive  criminal  and 
civil  jurisdiction  over  their  countrymen.*  What  other 
difference  between  Algiers  and  Constantinople?  In  Al- 
giers, they  follow  the  law  of  Mahomet,  so  they  do  at  Con- 
stantinople. When  the  Dey  is  in  a  passion,  he  cuts  down 
the  consul's  flag  staff.  In  Constantinople,  the  Sultan  does 
worse;  he  shuts  up  the  minister  in  tiie  Seven  Towers. 
The  Algerine  sendft  no  resident  ministers  to  other  Powers; 
neither  docs  the  Turk.  They  both  wear  turbans;  shut 
up  their  wives;  and  have  the  same  contempt  for  christian 
dogs.  Why,  with  all  these  points  of  similitude,  and  none 
of  difference,  except  in  extent  of  territory  and  power, 
should  there  be  any  in  conducting  our  intercourse  with 
them,  which  will  justify  us  in  chairacterizing  that  to  be  a 
high  crime,  in  our  intercourse  with  the  one,  which  towards 
the  other  is  a  correct  course  of  conduct?  This  is  a  question 
which  gentleman  can  answer,  no  doubt,  with  perfect  satlsr- 
faction  to  their  own  minds,  and,  perhaps,  (but  of  that  I 
must  be  permitted  to  doubt,)  with  that  of  the  nation. 

*  Marten*,  pAgv  37,  lAyt:  Althougb  consul*  are  under  the  «|»r«tal 
prau-etion  of  ilic  Iftw  uf  natiuns,  aiuI  may  be  cnnaidered  in  a  ^eiicrrai 
view  na  diiiifimatic  a^iit^  u(  the  Slate  which  name*  tlieni,  )ei  ihcf 
eaniHit  be  clasaed  an  public  ministers,  even  of  the  third  oitlrr,  becau«<- 
ihey  urt:  not  itrovidedwi  h  Icitirrs  ot  credence,  &e.  Thu«e,  ho^evei, 
which  are  »eni  to  ihe  Barbary  FuHfrs,  and  to  (he  jioru  of  the  L*  vaiiu 
firm  an  C5C«  piion,  nnd  :ire  the  only  consul*  that  arc  ficcr.  ditvd  zn4 
treated  as  ministers,  the  greater  part  of  ihero,  and  especially  cwskuU 
general,  named  by  sume  I'uwer,  either  fur  stveral  j>lace«  at  the  san^cr 
lime,  or  atthehrad  cif  vubordiuate  cottsuU,  enjoy  in  Mmie  i^art.cuijts 
greater  prerogatiTcs  than  ihoaowait  to  the  ports  of  Kurupe.  Vmg-  a"-: 
He  claaaet  this  grade  uf  consuls  aboire  charge  d'affaires,  «ho  are  lutmod 
to  courts  where  it  is  nut  desired  or  permuted  to  send  a  higher  gr^de  uf 
ministers. 
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Pmvtrs  of  Congress  to  lay  and  collect  duties. 


[Sekats. 


In  repelting^  these  accusations  so  unexpectedly  made, 
90  rehemently  urged,  I  must  not  be  considered  as  the 
suthorized  advocate  of  the  First  Magistrate.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  know,  as  other  gentlemen  bare  intimated  they 
know,  by  whose  counsel  this  measure  was  adopted,  or 
whether  recourse  was  had  to  any  counsel  but  that  of  his 
own  Bouiid,  unbiassed  understanding^.  Not  being  my- 
self hsa  political  adviser,  I  have  no  parental  feelings  of  af- 
fection for  any  of  his  mc^ssures  to  mislead  my  judgment. 
By  its  dictates  alone  I  shall  approve  or  condemn.  But, 
»r,  he  bad  advisers.  Washington  and  the  Adamses,  Jef- 
ferson, and  Madison,  and  Monroe,  were  his  counsellorsi 
and  the  skdvice  of  such  a  cabinet  no  Chief  Magistrate  need 
hesitate  to  take  as  his  guide. 

Sir,  I  repeat,  I  am  not  the  official  advocate,  or  the  poli- 
tical adviser,  of  the  President;  but  I  am,  and  1  am  proud 
of  tiie  title,  his  personal  friend;  and,  in  this  capacity,  I  re- 
ject for  him,  as  I  know  he  would  indi^antly  do  for  him- 
self, the  excuse  that  is  offered  for  his  intentions,  at  the 
expense  of  his  understanding  and  independence. 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the  distinction  drawn 
between  the  measures  of  the  President  and  those  of  what 
is  improperly  called  his  cabinet — a  body  entirely  unknown 
to  the  constitution.  Adopt  this  system  of  shifting  respon- 
sbility,  and  hereafter  it  will  be  used,  not  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  now  seems  to  be  introduced — ^that  of  eulo- 
^zing^  certain  heads  of  departments,  and  throwing  the 
odium  of  imputed  bad  counsel  upon  others— but  for  the 
more  dan^rous  purpose  of  shielmng  the  First  Magistrate 
from  the  responsibility  which  the  constitution  has  thrown 
upon  him,  and  him  alone.  And  it  seems  strange  that  it 
did  not  occur  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  drew  the 
distinction,  that  the  establishment  of  this  doctrine  would 
be  a.  more  serious  blow  to  the  constitution,  which  they  so 
earnestly  and  sincerely  defend,  than  that  which  (if  even 
their  charges  were  well  founded)  tbe.y  deprecate.  Be 
the  distinction  offered  for  what  purpose  it  may,  the  pre- 
sent Chief  Magistrate  is  not  the  man  to  introduce  or  avail 
himself  of  it.  His  measures  are  his  own;  the  excuse  is 
not  required  nor  accepted  by  him,  nor  is  it  made  for  him 
by  his  friends. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FORSYTH,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


FaiDAT,  Febbvart  25. 

Mr.  BENTON  laid  on  the  Uble  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Betohftd,  That  the  powers  conferred  on  Congress  by 
the  States  to  lay  and  collect  duties,  and  to  regulate  com- 
merce, are  distinct  and  incontrovertible  powers,  aiming  at 
different  objects,  and  requiring  different  forms  of  leg^s^ 
latire  action;  the  levying  power  being  confined  to  imnbrts, 
and  chiefly  intended  to  raise  revenue;  the  regfulating 
power  beings  directed  to  exports,  and  solely  intended  to 
procure  favorable  terms  for  the  admission  of  the  ships  and 
products  of  the  States. 

2.  That  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties  on  imports 
was  solicited  by  the  founders  of  the  present  Federal 
Government,  and  granted  by  the  States,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  paying  the  public  debt,  and  with  tlie  solemn 
and  reiterated  assurance  tliat  the  duties  levied  for  that 
purpose  should  cease  the  moment  the  debt  was  paid — 
which  assurance  was  given  in  answer  to  objections  from 
the  States,  and  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  expressed  by 
some  of  them,  that  the  g^nt  of  power  to  Congress  to  raise 
revenue  from  the  commerce  of  the  States,  without  limit- 
ation of  time  or  quantity,  and  without  accountability  to 
them  for  its  expenditure,  might  render  Congress  inde- 
pendent of  the  States,  and  endanger  their  liberties  and 
prosperity. 

3.  Tliat  the  public  debt  will  (probably)  be  piiid  off  in 
the  year  1834^  and  the  amount  of  about  twelve  millious  of 
dollars  of  revenue  will  then  be  subject  to  abolition,  and 


ought  to  be  abolished,  according  to  the  ag^ement  of  the 
parties  at  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Go- 
vernment,  and  in  conformity  to  the  present  actual  condition 
and  interest  of  the  States. 

4.  That  an  aboUtion  of  twelve  millions  of  duties  will  be 
a  reUef  to  the  people  of  from  about  sixteen  millions  of 
taxes,  (estimating  the  retail  merchants'  advance  upon  the 
duties  at  one-third,)  and  that  the  said  abolition  may  be 
made  without  diminishing  the  protection  due  to  any 
essential  branch  or  pursuit  of  domestic  industry,  and  with 
manifest  advantage  to  most  of  them. 

5.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling'  Congress  to  de- 
termine with  entire  safety  to  every  interest,  and  with  fUU 
satisfiiction  to  the  public  mind,  what  branches  and  pursuits 
of  domestic  industry  may  be  entitled  to  protection,  and 
ought  to  be  guarded  from  the  injurious  effects  of  foreign 
competition,  a  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  «nd  House 
of  Representatives  ought  to  be  appointed  to  take  the 
examinations  of  practical  men  (producers,  consumers, 
and  importers)  in  all  doubtful  cases,  and  to  report  their 
evidence  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

6.  That  the  said  committee  ought  to  be  appointed  at 
tlie  commencement  of  the  nes^t  stated  session. 

7.  That  the  power  to  regelate  foreig^n  commerce  was 
granted  to  Congress  by  the  States,  for  the  express  and 
sole  purpose  of  enabling'  Cong^ss  io  obtun  and  secure 
favorable  markets  abroad  for  the  exports  of  the  States, 
and  favorable  terms  for  the  admission  of  their  ships;  and 
to  effect  these  objects  by  establishing  an  equitable  system 
of  commercial  reciprocity,  discrimination,  and  relation, 
which  should  measure  back  to  every  foreign  natTon  the 
same  degree  of  favor,  or  disfavor,  which  itself  measured 
out  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  tlie  United  States. 

8.  That  the  power  to  regulate  foreign  commerce, 
although  one  of  the  first  of  the  enumerated  powers  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  enduring  cause  of  its  adoption,  has 
never  yet  been  exercised  by  Congress. 

9.  That  the  approaching  extinction  of  the  public  debt, 
and  consequent  oblintion  to  abolish,  and  advantage  in 
abolishing,  about  twelve  millions  of  annual  revenue,  will 
enable  the  United  States  to  receive  a  large  portion  of  her 
foreign  commerce,  say  tlie  one-half  thereof,  free  of  duty; 
and  that  the  fair  pnnciples  of  a  just  reciprocity,  the 
dictates  of  obvious  policy,  justice  to  tlic  States,  and  the 
constitutional  duty  of  the  Federal  Government,  already 
too  long  deferred,  will  require  this  Government  to  demand 
equivalents  from  all  nations  which  may  wish  to  be  admitted 
to  a  participatioQ  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  great  amount 
of  free  and  unrestricted  trade. 

10.  That  the  free  impoKation  of  tlie  following  articles 
(among  others)  may  be  admitted  into  the  United  States 
without  compromising  the  prosperity  of  any  branch  or 
pursuit  of  domestic  industry,  and  with  manifest  advantage 
to  most  of  them,  namely:  linens,  silks,  wines,  coffee, 
cocoa,  worsted  stuff  gfoodis,  seve]*al  descriptions  of  wool- 
lens, several  qualities  of  fine  cottons,  several  kinds  of 
spirits,  &o.  &c. 

11.  That  the  free  impiortation  of  the  said  articles  ought 
to  be  offered  to  all  nations  which  shall  g^nt  equivalent 
advantages  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  receive  the  products  of  their  industry, 
namely:  fish,  furs,  lumber,  nuval  stores,  beef,  baccy, 
pork,  g^ain,  fibur,  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  live  stock,  manu- 
fiictures  of  cotton,  leather,  wool,  and  silk,  butter  and 
cheese,  soap  and  candles,  hats,  glass,  and  gunpowder, 
lead,  sliot,  and  sugar,  spirits  made  of  grain  and  molasses, 
&c.  Sec,  or  some  adequate  proportion  thereof,  cither  free 
of  duty,  or  upon  payment  of  moderate  and  reasonable 
duties,  to  be  agreed  upon  in  treaties,  and  to  continue  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  to  no  other  nations  whatever. 

12.  That  tltere  is  nothing  in  existing  treaty  stipulations 
with  foreign  Powers  to  prevent  the  regulation  of  our 
commerce  upon  tiie  foregoing  principles. 
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national  Boad  in  Ohio. 


[Fu.  25, 1831. 


13.  That  all  commercial  nations  will  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  regelate  their  commerce  with  the  United 
States  on  these  principles,  as,  in  doings  so,  they  will  sub- 
stitute a  fair  and  liberal  trade  for  a  trade  of  vexations, 
oppressions,  restjictions,  and  smuggling;  will  obtain  pro- 
visions for  subsistence,  and  materiau  for  manufactures,  on 
cheaper  terms  and  more  abundantly;  will  promote  their 
own  exports;  will  increase  their  revenue,  by  increanng 
consumption  and  diminislnng  smuggling;  and,  in  refiinng 
to  do  so,  will  draw  great  injury  upon  themselves  in  the 
loss  which  will  ensue  of  several  great  branches  of  their 
trade  with  the  United  States. 

14.  That  the  agriculture,  raanu&ctures,  commerce, 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  would  be  greatly 
benefited  by  regulating  foreign  trade  on  the  foregoing 
principles:  first,  by  getting  rid  of  oppressive  duties  upon 
the  staple  productions  of  the  United  States  in  foreign 
markets;  secondlv,  by  lowering  at  home  the  price  of 
many  articles  of  comfort  or  necessity,  imported  from 
abroad. 

15.  That  the  safest  and  most  satisfactory  mode  of 
regulating  foreign  commerce  on  these  principles  would 
be  by  combining  the  action  of  the  legislative  and  treaty- 
makingpowers.  Congress  fixing,  bylaw  or  joint  resolution, 
the  articles  on  which  duties  may  b«  abolished,  and  the 
Executive  negotiating  with  foreign  nations  for  the  grant 
of  equivalents. 

16.  That,  to  be  in  readiness  to  carry  this  system  of 
regulating  foreign  commerce  into  effect  at  tiie  extinction 
of  the  public  debt,  it  will  be  necessary  for  Congress  to 
designate  the  articles  for  abolition  of^  duty  at  uie  next 
stated  session. 

NATIONAL  ROAD  IN  OHIO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURNET,  the  orders  were  oostponed 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  declaring  fhe  assent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  BURNET  said  lie  would  occupy  but  a  few  minutes 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  explaining  the  bill.  Its 
object,  he  said,  was  nothing  more  than  to  give  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  pre- 
servation and  repair  of  so  piuch  of  the  national  road  as 
lies  within  the  Iimits«f  that  State.  That  tlie  law  to  which 
the  assent  of  Congress  was  asked,  provided  for  the  collec- 
tion of  a  moderate  toll,  to  be  expended  in  repairs.  It 
also  provided  for  the  punishment  of  persons  detected  in 
the  perpetration  of  malicious  mischief  injurious  to  the 
road.  He  said  that  it  was  generally  understood  and  be- 
lieved in  Ohio,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  this  road  was  ex- 
clusively vested  in  the  United  States;  that  the  General 
Assembly  had  no  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  without 
the  consent  of  Congress.  It  was  well  known,  he  remark- 
ed, that  the  road  would  soon  become  entirely  useless,  if 
an  arrangement  were  not  made,  without  delay,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  it  in  repair;  that,  as  the  road  had 
been  constructed  by  Congress,  at  a  great  expense,  it  was 
unreasonable  to  rely  on  them  for  yeai-ly  appropriations  of 
money  from  the  national  treasury,  to  keep  it  in  a  state 
of  preservation;  that  the  road,  being  once  completed, 
ought  to  sustain  itself  without  imposing  a  further  burden 
oa  the  national  treasury;  that  this  description  of  internal 
improvement  could  not  be  carried  to  any  great  extent,  if 
every  new  construction,  when  completed,  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  new  annual  charge  on  the  treasury  of  the 
nation.  Such,  he  said,  was  tlie  impression  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Ohio,  and  on  that  view  of  the  subject,  and  for 
the  purposes  already  mentioned,  they  had  passed  the  law 
recited  in  the  bill  Under  consideration.  He  thought  it 
would  be  found,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  law,  that 
its  provisions  were  just  and  reasonable.  The  toll  proposed 
to  be  charged  was  unusually  low;  mnch  kss  than  is  com- 
monly charged  on  other  roads  of  a  similar  character — he 


was  confident  that  it  was  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  value  of 
the  advantage  to  be  derived  by  the  persons  who  were  to 
pay  it.     He  disclfttmed  all  idea,  or  desre,  on  the  put  of 
Oltio,  to  derive  a  revenue  from  this  source.    They  did  iiot 
contemplate  such  a  result,  nor  did  they  wish  it    If  the 
road  could  be  preserved  without  a  tax  on  them,  or  on  the 
General  Government,  they  would  prefer  to  have  itrenain 
as  it  is  now,  free  and  unencumbered  with  toll  gates;  but, 
said  he,  that  is  impossible;  the  road  cannot  be  preserred 
without  constant  repairs,  which  necessarily  require  a  con- 
stant supply  of  money.     That  Ohio  contemplated  nothing 
more  than  the  preservation  of  the  road,  was  evident  from 
the  fact  that  the  whole  amount  of  money  collected  was  to 
be  paid  into  the  State  treasury — ^kept  in  a  separate  fimd, 
and  applied  exclumvely  to  the  repair  and  preservation  oif 
the  road,  and  that  no  more  money  was  to  be  collected, 
than  would .  be  required  for  that  purpose.    Mr.  B.  said 
that  care  had  been  taken,  in  draughting  the  law,  to  secuic 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
separate  States,  by  a  provision  that  the  mail  should  pan 
free;  that  all  persons  in  the  service  or  employ  of  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  them,  and  all  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  sbouM  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  toll.     Such  being  the  cha- 
racter and  object  of  the  bill,  he  did  not  anticipate  an 
objection  that  he  beUeved  could  reasonftbly  be  urged 
against  it.     It  did  not,  he  said,  affirm  any  principles,  or 
profess  to  settle  any  question  of  right;  it  was  a  naked  de- 
claration, on  the  partof  Congreas,  of  their  willingness  that 
Ohio  should  execute  the  Uw  she  had  passed.    He  «is 
aware  that  some  members  of  Congress  believed  that  the 
State  possessed  that  power  already,  but  many  others  vere 
of  a  different  opinion;  and  it  was  manifest  that  Ohio 
thought  differently,  otherwise  she  would  not  have  passed 
the  law  in  question:     Be  this  as  it  may,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  fed 
confident  that  every  Senator  present,  whatever  osy  be 
his  opinion  on  the  delicate  question  of  internal  iInprov^ 
ment,  can  vote  for  this  bill  without  committing  himself,  on 
any   principle  connected  with  that  question,  because  it 
involves  no  principle  of  tiiat  character.     It  will  leave  the 
questions  of  constitutional  power  and  constitutional  right 
where  they  now  stand,  to  be  adjusted  and  settied  as  would 
be  the  case  had  this  law  never  been  thought  of.    Ifi  ** 
he  believed,  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  unobjection- 
able, on  the  score  of  principle,  he  was  very  certain  they 
were  calculated  to  secure  a  highly  important  object,  as 
would  be  verified  by  the  experiment,   should  the  bill 
under  consideration  pass.    It  would  prevent  fiiture  appli- 
cations to  Congress  for  appropriations  of  money  from  the 
national  treasury  to  repair  the  road.     As  yet  no  such 
application  had  been  made  for  the  part  of  the  rosd  within 
the  State  of  Ohio,  because  it  had  not  become  necessry: 
and  he  would  venture  an  assurance  that  audi  an  appli<^' 
tion  should  not  be  made  if  Congress  passeil  this  b'dl 
Ohio  would  relieve  the  United  States  from  the  tax  ind 
the  labor  of  preserving  her  portion  of  the  road.    With 
the  means  which  this  law  would  put  in  her  power,  she 
would  guaranty  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  without 
furtiier  trouble  to  the  United  States,  and  certainly  without 
further  expense  to  their  treasury.     He  believed  that  fte 
plan  proposed  by  the  State  of  Ohio  was  the  best,  if  not 
the  only  pne,  by  which  the  road  could  be  kept  in  repair 
for  any  length  of  time,  as  it  was  evident  that  Congress 
would  soon  become  weary  of  making  yearly  appropriaiioni 
for  that  purpose;  and  that  whenever  these  appropriations 
should  be  required,  there  being  no  substitute  provided, 
the  road  would  go  to  ruin,  and  the  money  already  expend- 
ed would  be  lost  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  H AYNE  said  he  was  in  favor  of  tiie  object  of  the 
bill.  He  should  be  glad  to  see  the  principle  carried  out, 
and  the  United  States  wholly  relieved  fi^m  the  care  and 
preservation  of  this  road.  He  thought,  however,  tha' 
the  bill  stopped  short  in  one  impoiiant  particular,  andthi'^ 
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was,  the  cession  of  the  road  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  lie 
should  like,  if  it  could  be  done,  to  introduce  a  provision  into 
the  bill  providing  for  its  cession — it  was  a  matter  of  import- 
ance, in  his  opinion — and  it  would  release  the  United 
States  from  all  future  legislation  on  the  subject.  Should 
this  course  be  pursued,  next  year  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Penn<^irania,  and  other  States  interested,  would  make 
a  similar  application  to  Congress,  and,  their  wishes  once 
granted,  the  United  States  would  be  ^*elieved  from  an 
almost  continual  drain  on  their  treasury.  The  construc> 
tion  and  preservation  of  this  road  was  an  unfortunate 
event  for  the  country;  the  United  States  had  been,  and 
would  be,  from  the  necessi^  of  things,  subjected  to  more 
expense  in  works  of  this  nature,  than  either  individuals 
or  States.  Mr.  H.  spoke  of  the  sums  paid  for  the  con- 
struction of  tlie  road,  and  the  great  expense  required  to 
keep  it  in  repair.  He  wou)d  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  if  such  a  provision  as  he  had  sug^sted  could 
not  be  introduced  into  tlie  bill,  and  thus  reheve  the  Go- 
rernment  from  any  further  appropriations. 

Mr.  BURNET,  in  reply,  said,  tnatas  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  were  opposed  to  a  cession  of  the 
road,  as  would  appear  by  referring  to  the  debate  which 
took  place  on  that  subject  two  years  ag^,  he  was  appre- 
hensive tiiat  an  attempt  to  amend  the  bill,  as  had  been 
jug;ge<ited  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
mi^t  be  foUowed  by  its  loss.  He  observed  that  the  bill, 
in  \U  present  form,  presented  no  obstacle  to  tlie  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  yhich  the  honorable  Senator  had 
in  view;  that,  as  it  now  8too<l,  it  secured  that  object  in 
part,  and  in  a  very  important  part,  and  he  hoped  that 
^ntlentan  would  not  persist  in  putting  that  part  at  risk, 
by  an  attempt  now  to  obtain  the  residue,  which  might  as 
well  be  secured  at  a  future  day.  That,  as  the  proposition 
now  made  was  one  about  which  there  wasa  g^eat  cUversity 
of  opinion,  an  attempt  to  introduce  it  into  the  bill  would 
certainly  induce  a  protracted  debate,  which,  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  session,  must  be  fatal  to  the  whole  project. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  did  not  object  because 
he  was  unwilling  to  permit  the  State  of  Ohio  to  do  what 
she  proposed;  on  the  contrary,  as  far  as  the  proposition 
went,  it  seemed  to  meet  his  approbation;  but  he  desired 
to  go  further — ^he  wislied  to  make  a  complete  cession  of 
the  road;  that  object  would  not  be  defeated  by  passing 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  but  the  bill  would  certainly 
be  defeated  by  an  attempt  to  amend  it  as  proposed,  for 
the  purpose  of  guining  that  object  at  the  present  time. 
On  these  considerations,  Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  proposi- 
tion which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  POiNDBXTER  said  that  there  were  at  least  two 
objections  to  the  biU  as  it  now  stood,  unless  the  provision 
Bu^sted  by  the  gentleman  fh)m  South  Carolina  should 
be  mcorporated  into  it.  The  first  was,  that  it  undertook 
to  transfer  to  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  a  right  to  erect  toll- 
gates,  &c.  with  a  view  to  the  collection  of  revenue,  to 
provide  for  keeping  the  road  in  repair — ^a  power  which 
^c  Congress  of  the  United  States  did  not  itself  possess. 
The  matter  had  been  more  than  once  discussed  m  Con- 


forthe  repair  of  the  road,  had  been  rejected.  If,  then, 
Contrress  did  not  possess  the  power,  could  the  right  be 
transferred,  by  Congress,  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Ohio>  In  his  opmion,  it  could  only  be  done  by  ceding 
that  part  of  the  road  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio  to 
that  State  altogether,  and  thus  g^ve  its  Legislature  a  right 
to  exercise  tlie  power  now  sought  to  be  obtained.  If  the 
power  were  not  given  in  this  way,  he  could  not  see  in 
what  other  way  it  could  be  done,  when  Congress  did  not 
possess  tlie  power  itself.  The  second  objection  was,  that, 
V  ^be  provisions  of  the  bill,  tlie  justices  of  the  peace  in 
^e  Slate  of  Ohio   were  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over 


those  officers  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  constitution 
provides,  that  «*  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  infe- 
rior courts  as  the  Cong^ss  may,  from  thne  to  time,  ordain 
and  establi^.*'  Can  we  travel  out  of  the  course  laid 
down  for  us  in  the  constitution,  and  give  an  authority  to 
State  officers  to  enforce  our  laws — give  them  a  jurisidic- 
tion  which  we  have  no  authority  to  do  by  the  constitution? 
No,  said  Mr.  P. ;  we  have  not  the  power  to  constitute 
these  officers,  quoad  Aoc,  judicial  officers  of  the  United 
States.  The  course  which  he  should  prefer,  and  which 
should  be  pursued,  was,  to  cede  that  part  of  the  road 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  passing  through  her  boundaries, 
and  so  on  to  other  States,  to  'the  whole  length  of  the 
road:  for  tliis  was  jthe  worst  Government  in  the  world  to 
have  the  management  of  the  roads.  He  had  tlirown  out 
these  views  for  the  conaderation  of  the  Senate,  and  he 
hoped  honorable  gentlemen  would  ag^e  with  him  in  the 
expediency  of  an  entire  cession. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said  that  tlie  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  mistook,  a  little,  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  It  did  not  grant  a  power  to  erect 
toll-gates,  but  simply  gave  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  to  do  so.  The  road  passed  through  the 
limits  of  the  State,  but  was  constructed  by  the  United 
States.  Many  persons  were  of  opinion  that,  beeause  the 
road  was  made  with  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
therefore  it  was  the  property  of  the  United  States— others 
were  of  opinion  that  the  road  was  constructed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  power  possiesscd  by  the  Government  to  make 
post  roads;  and  on  these  two  cases  many  disputes  might 
arise.  He  was  opposed  to  ceding  the  road  to  the  States. 
Mr.  L.  remarked  that  it  was  the  State  of  Ohio  which  gave 
the  power  referred  to  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  not 
Congress;  we,  in  sanctioning  her  law,  simply  assent  that 
she  shall  have  the  power  to  give  the  jurisdiction  to  these 
officers  expressed  in  the  bill,  and  do  not  appoint  them 
ourselves.  Mr.  L.  liiade  a  reference  to  the  inspection 
and  other  laws  of  the  States,  which  were  sanctioned  by 
the  United  States'  Govemment,  but  were  not  laws  of 
Congress.  He  wished  similar  provisions  to  those  con- 
tained in  the  present  bill  could  be  extended  to  every 
State  through  which  roads  ran,  constructed  by  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  POINDEXTBR  thought  he  discovered,  in  the 
arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  a  distinction 
without  a  difference.  If  the  assent  of  Congress  was 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  a  law  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
then  we  certainly  transferred  to  her  a  power  to  do  that 
which  she  could  not  do  herself.  If  she  had  a  right  to 
exercise  the  power  proposed  to  be  g^ven  in  this  bill,  with- 
out our  consent,  then  the  bill  is  useless;  but  if  our  assent 
is  necessary,  then  our  act  is  the  only  thing  which  gives  a 
binding  effect  to  the  law  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Where 
was  the  difference  in  our  acting  on  subjects  of  this  kind 
subsequently  or  anteriorly?  In  the  present  case  the  Le- 
gislature had  acted  beforehand,  and  sent  their  law  to  us 
for  our  assent  to  its  provisions.     If  we  were  to  pass  a  law 


gress,  and  bills  providing  for  raising  a  revenue  from  tolls,  Jseforehand,  giving  them  the  power  now  sought  to  be 


obtained,  and  they  saw  proper  to  act  upon  the  subject, 
would  it  not  amount  to  the  same  thin^  ?  The  j  ustices  of  the 
peace  in  Ohio,  he  maintained,  would,  in  this  instance,  act 
entirely  dependent  on  our  will;  and,  in  granting  them  the 
power  sought  to  be  obtained,  we  were  going  beyond  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  said  he  would  state  the  difference 
in  the  two  cases,  and  it  wa^  the  same  difference  which 
existed  between  a  compromise  and  a  suit  at  law.  Might 
not,  two  parties  being  at  variance,  one  offer  a  compro- 
mise for  the  settlement  of  their  differences,  and  the  other 
refuse,  because,  he  would  say,  if  I  do  agree  to  a  compro- 


oifendcrs  against  the  law,  and  to  enforce  its  provisions,  mise,  you  will  say,  that  I  admit  you  have  the  right  on  your 
Certainly,  aud  Mr.  P,,  we  cannot  give  this  jurisdiction  to  side?    As  to  the  justices  of  the  peace,  when  they  came 
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to  act,  it  would  not  be  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  Congress, 
but  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  In  its 
present  shape.  He  agpreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi in  his  views  of  the  niatter,  and  would  cheerfully 
vote  for  a  cession  of  the  road,  if  the  State  of  Ohi9,  or 
any  other  State  concerned,  was  willing  to  take  it.  He 
was  among  those  who  believed  that  me  United  States 
could  claim  no  j  urisdiction  over  the  property .  The  State  of 
Ohio  asked  of  us  a  jurisdiction  which  we  could  not  give, 
Mud  Mr.  F.,  because  we  had  not  the  power.  Cede  the 
property  to  her,  and  she  might  exercise  such  legislation 
m  relation  to  Uie  road  as  she  might  see  proper.  He 
regretted  that  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill;  he  had 
Msigned  his  reasons  why  he  could  not.  He  was  willing  to 
surrender  every  section  of  the  road  to  the  States  inte- 
restedi,  if  they  would  keep  it  in  repair. 

Mr.  BUGGLES  said,  this  was  the  third  eifort  which 
had  been  made  to  prevent  the  road  from  going  to  ruin. 
There  was  no  other  method  that  could  be  pursued  to  ac- 
complish the  end  in  Vtcw.  Bills  for  the  preservation  of 
the  road  had  been  before  Congress  on  several  occasions, 
but  without  success.  One  did  pass  the  two  Houses,  but 
was  rejected  by  the  then  Preadent — Mr.  Monroe.  Other 
projects  had  been  tried,  but  nothing  finally  done.  I'he 
State  did  not  contemplate  deriving  a  revenue  from  the 
tolls  collected;  their  only  object  was,  to  keep  tlie  road 
in  repair,  and  to  this  purpose  the  funds  would  be  applied. 
It  would  be  to  tlie  benefit  of  the  United  States  to  assent 
to  the  act;  and  if,  in  the  present  case,  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress was  obtained,  the  States  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Sec.  would  hereafter  adopt  similar  measures. 
Some  measure,  to  keep  the  road  from  dilapidation  and 
ruin,  should  be  speedily  resorted  to.  It  was  the  best  road 
in  the  country;  but,  unless  early  attended  to,  must  go  to 
decay.  He  thought  the  bill  prescribed  the  best  course 
that  could  be  adopted,  and  hoped  it  would  pass.  Ohio 
did  not  ask  for  or  want  the  road;  she  simply  wished  the 
power  to  preserve  it  from  destruction. 

Mr.  BURNET  said,  there  was  one  point  of'  view,  in 
which  the  subject  might  be  presented,  which  he  thought 
would  remove  the  difficulty  under  which  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  seemed  to  labor.  The  national  road,  he 
said,  had  gpven  rise  to  questions  of  doubtful  or  disputed 
jurisdiction.  Many  persons  of  information  and  legal 
talents  were  of  opinion  that  the  jurisdiction  vested  in 
tlie  State  tlirough  which  the  road  passed;  others,  equally 
well  informed  and  of  equal  legal  talents,  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion;  they  thought  the  jurisdiction  was  in  Con- 
gress, and  in  this  state  of  things  the  road  was  fast  going 
to  ruin.  For  the  purpose  of  obviatijig  the  effects  of  this- 
collision  of  opinion,  without  meeting  the  contested  ques- 
tion, the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  he  said,  has  passed  a  law, 
exercising  a  jurisdiction  in  part,  with  a  proviso  that  it 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect  without  the  consent  of 
Congress.  The  whole  amount  of  the  matter  then  was, 
that  the  con^tending  parties,  by  this  bill,  consented  that 
Ohio  ahoiUd  take  charge  of  the  road,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  it,  leaving  the  question  of  right  as  it  heretofore 
stood — unsettled  and  undecided.  The  Senator  from  Mis^ 
iissippi  had  certainly  misapprehended  tlie  bill;  he  had 
considered  the  language  of  the  Legislature  as  being  the 
language  of  Congress,  by  supposing  that  the  latter  was 
about  to  vest  jurisdiction  by  this  bill  in  the  officers  ar.d 
courts  of  the  State,  when,  in  fact,  it  was  the  enactment 
of  Ohio  which  gave  the  jurisdiction,  and  when  Congress 


officers,  Congress,  by  expressing  its  approbation  of  the 
measure,  will  not  become  the  grantor  of  that  jurisdiction; 
it  would  still  be  an  authority  derived  exclusively  from  the 
State. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  deternnned  in  the  aHir- 
mative. 

PUNISHMENT  FOR  DUELLING.  . 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  whether  any  legislative  provision  is 
expedient^  in  order  to  prevent  and  punish  the  practice  of 
duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  L.  remarked,  that  when 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  under  considera- 
tion, some  exception  was  made  to  that  clauap  which  re- 
lated to  the  punishment  for  duelling.  Not  to  hazard  that 
bill,  the  clause  had  been  stricken  out,  with  a  view  to  come 
at  the  subject  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare and  report  a  special  bill  relative  to  duelling.  With 
this  view  he  had  oflered  the  resolution,  and  he  doubted 
not  that  a  bill  might  be  reported  in  time  to  be  acted  on  at 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  HAYNE  was  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resohi- 
tion.  It  was  his  object,  in  moving  to  strike  out  the  clause 
of  the  bill  referred  to,  that  the  gentleman  from  Loui? inna 
[Mr.  Ltviicrstoic]  might  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
his  views  on  the  subject  in  the  shape  of  a  specific  bill 
Should  a  bill  be  reported,  as  an  individual  he  would 
cheerftilly  co-operate  with  him;  and  he  thought  such  a 
bill  might  be  matured,  as  would  have  a  beneficial  effect. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  I.i- 
vTXosTOjr,  H^lricF,  and  Ci.attox  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

TURKISH  MISSION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  the  appropriation  bill,  the  question  bein^ 
on  tlic  motions  of  Messrs.  Tazcwkll  and  Kan£. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Scimtor  fiom  Illinois,  [Mr.  Kaxe.]  He 
WHS  satisfied  of  its  strict  propriety,  by  his  recollection  of 
what  occurred  in  the  Plouse  of  Representatives  in  the 
year  1818,  when  he  occupied  in  the  House  tlic  position 
now  occupied  in  tlie  Senate  by  the  Senator  from  Vii-ginia, 
[Mr.  Tazewell,]  who  first  opened  tlie  discussion.  Mr. 
Monroe  had  appointed  three  distinguished  citizens  com- 
missioners tt>  go  to  ^'panish  America,  to  examine  into  the 
political  condition  of  the  States  .sti  uggling  to  maintain  titoir 
mdependence.  He  had  promised  them  salaries  at  the  rate 
of  i6,0C0  per  annum  each,  and  had  given  them  a  secrctarv 
witli  a  .salary  of  2  or  3,000  dollaiF.  These  geiitJemaii  k.d 
all  been  appointed  during  the  recess  of  the  Sjcnate,  awl 
were  not  nominated  at  the  cu suing  scsidon.  They  li:«d 
left  the  United  States  on  their  miBslon  before  Congress 
met.  Their  mission  was  one  of  the  topics  of  the  Executive 
message  at  the  opening  of  Congress.  The  appropriation 
bill  of  that  year  was  reported  with  a  clause  makinjj  » 
specific  appropriation  for  tlie  payment  of  these  cominis- 
sioners  and  their  secretary,  'i'hc  Speaker  of  tlie  House, 
Mr.  Clay,  who  was  just  beginning  to  display  symptom^  of 
hostihty  to  the  administration,  inquired  into  the  autliorii} 
for  making  those  appointments — doubted  the  propriety, 
and  condemned  the  expediency  of  them.     Ailcru  con- 


were  required  to  do  nothing  more  than  express  their  Isultation  wltli  tliat  d'stinguishcd  statesman,  tlie  late  Mr- 
approbation  of  ihe  course  pursued  by  that  State — all  tlic  Lowndes,  the  purity  of  whoso  chai'acter,  tlie  soundness 
Eower  to  be  exercised  by  Uiose  courts  and  officers  would  of  whose  judgment,  whose  honorable  aniition,  wltiinot 
e  derived  from  the  SUte,  by  an  express  enactment,  in  enough  of  the  alloy  of  selfishness  in  it  to  make  it  current 
which  the  Uiuted  States  were  neither  named  nor  referred;  in  the  world's  traffic,  gave  to  his  opinions,  while  be 
to  as  having  any  agency  in  the  maUer.  If  a  State,  said  hved,  tlic  most  imposing  weight  Mr.  F.  proposed  to 
he,  by  statute,  gave  jurisdiction  to  her  own  tribun.ils  and  \  strike  from  the  appropriation  bill  the  specific  appropriv 
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tioii»  and  to  add  the  amount  required  for  the  payment  of 
the  conumaaionen  to  the  sum  set  apall  as  the  conting'ent 
fund  for  foreign  intercourse,  'i'he  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed without  a  dtTision,  and  prored  acceptable  to  the  Senate. 
The  object  was  to  tlirow  the  expenditure  upon  that  fund 
which  vas  entrusted  to  the  absolute  discretion  of  the  Pre- 
sident, to  prerent  any  inferences  unfavorable  to  the  oon- 
troUine  power  of  the  Senate  in  confirming  appointments, 
and  of  the  House  in  creating  offices.     The  confidential 
agents  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  Turkey  have 
been  app<Mhted  under  the  same  autliority  that  was  exer* 
cised  in  1818  by  Mr.  Monroe.    If  tliere  was  any  difference 
in  principle,  the  difference  was  in  favor  of  the  present 
administration.     The  commissioners  to  Spanish  America 
were  public  political  agents  with  fixed  salaries,  protected 
by  the  flag  of  the  United  States  in  their  voyage,  and  by 
the  commissionfi  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  let- 
ters to  the  Govemmento  they  were  sent  to  visit,  and  en- 
titled to  respect  in  their  known  public  political  character 
fixmi  all  civilixed  nations.     The  agpents  to  Turkey  were 
secret  agents,  without  salaries,  authorized  to  make  a  treaty 
of  comnaerce,  If  practicable,  without  letters  of  credence 
to  any  Power,  and  entitled  to  no  peculiar  protection  ex- 
cept from  the  Turkish  Government,  with  whose  officers 
it  was  necessary  for  them  to  confer,  to  ascertain  the  prac- 
t'lcability  of  effecting  the  object  in  view.  There  certainly 
was  no  couxse  of  reasoomg  that  would  make  Messra.  Ithind, 
Ofiiey»  and  Biddle  in  the  recent,  and  Messrs.  Offiey  and 
Crane   in  the  former,  effort  to  negotiate  secretly  with 
Turkey,  officers  of  Government,  whose  appointments  ouf^t 
to  be  provided  for  by  law,  or  subject  to  the  controUing 
power  of  the  Senate,  that  would  not- more  strongly  Apply 
to  the  case  of  the  commissioners.  Bland,  Rodney,  and 
Graham,  and  their  secretary,  Brackenridge,  who  were 
sent  to  ttte  South  American  States  by  Mr.  Monroe. 

Mr.  F.  aM  he  had  hoped  that  the  proposed-  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  would  have  met  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Senator  fromVirg^a,  [Mr.  Taxkwbi.i^] 
as  he  professed  a  perfect  readiness  to  pay  liberally  for  the 
services  rendered,  if  no  inference  a§^inst  the  power  of 
the  Senate  oomld  be  dmwn  from  it.  He  contends,  how 
ever,  that  such  an  inference  will  be  jastifiable,  if  the  pay 
ment  is  not  made  on  the  personal  application  of  the  per 
sons  who  rendered  tlie  service,  by  a  bill  specially  report 
ed  for  their  relief,  and  originating  in  the  House  of  Uepre 
stentativea.  Mr.  F.  did  not  agree  with  the  Senator  on  ttiis 
point.  All  that  could  be  legitimately  inferred  from  the 
proposed  increase  of  the  contingent  fund  was,  that  Con- 
i;Te»  decided  that  the  commissioners  should  be  remune- 
rated for  services  rendered  in  Turkey.  The  amendment 
proposed  by  the  other  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Tr- 
lxb]  appeared  to  be,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Senate,  and  objectionable;  as,  with  the  os- 
tennble  purpose  of  extracting  a  conclusion  not  liable  to 
be  drawn,  it  gave  occasion  to  one,  unjustifiable  in  itself, 
reflecting  upon  the  present  administration,  and  the  pre* 
i>ent  administration  only.  Mr.  F.,  while  he  believed  the 
present  discuavon  neither  called  for,  nor  in  place,  was 
not  unwilling  to  express  his  opinions  on  the  question  sug- 
gested by  the  Senators  from  Virg'mia,  or  those  really  in- 
ToU'cd  in  the  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  Turk- 
ish commissioners.  He  coindded  in  opinion  with  the 
Senator  on  his  ri^t,  [Mr.  Txsxwxu^]  that,  sinee  the  esta* 
blishment  of  the  Federal  Government,  the  Executive  had 
l^sined  upon  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Government, 
had.  encroached  upon  the  authority  of  the  Senate;  and 
whenever  any  Senator  presented  himself  to  restore  the 
true  principles  of  the  conatittttion— to  vindicate  the  powers 
of  the  Senate,  Mr.  F.  wovld  afford  his  hearty  support, 
without  stopping  to  inquire  over  whose  prostrate  fortunes 
it  w^as  necessaryto  march,  in  effecting  that  great  object. 
In  the  important  business  of  fbrdign  intercourse,  it  appear- 
ed  to  htm  that  the  fntmers  of  the  eonstitation  intraded 


that  every  negotiation,  from  its  inception  to  its  consum- 
mation, should  be  made  known  to,  and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
be  under  the,  control  of,  the  Senate.  In  the  first  years  of 
the  Government  such  seemed  to  have  been  the  practice. 
General  Washington  frequently  presented  to  tnis  body 
such  questions  as  these:  Shall  a  negotiation  be  opened 
with  such  a  Power  .^  Shall  instructions  to  this  or  that  effect 
be  gfiven?  Shall  a  treaty  be  formed,  if  the  mutual  stipula- 
tions indicated  could  be  agreed  on>  In  this  practice 
General  Washington  did  not  persist.  An  event  occurred 
in  1795,  having  no  doubt  some  mfluence  in  justifying,  in 
the  minds  of  our  Presidents,  if  it  did  not  occasion,  this 
change.  A  subject  of  vast  consequence  was  submitted  to 
th^  decision  of  the  Senate  in  secret  executive  session,  un- 
der the  most  sacred  obligation  not  to  be  disclosed  by  any 
Senator.  No  sooner  had  the  Senate  adjourned,  than  the 
whole  matter  was  spread  before  the  public  by  a  Senator  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason.]  The  whole  country  was  tlirown 
into  confusion;  warm,  animated,  angry  discussion  follow- 
ed, and  all  the  services,  and  virtues,  and  character  of 
Wasliington  were  insufficient  to  save  him  from  the  cen- 
sure and  j-eproach  of  a  part  of  the  country.  Mr.  F.  did 
not  censure  that  disclosure;  those  to  whom  the  Senator 
was  responsible  applauded  tJie  act;  he  would  not  question 
their  decision. 

It  wai  soon  found,  as  the  Government  moved  on,  that  if 
a  desire  was  felt  that  any  subject  should  be  bruted  about 
in  evcrv  corner  of  the  United  States,  should  become  the 
topic  of  universal  discussion,  nothing  more  was  necessary 
than  to  close  the  doors  of  the  Senate  chamber,  and  make 
it  the  object  of  secret,  confidential  deliberation.  Our  own 
experience  shows  that,  in  this  respect,  there  has  been  no 
improvement;  the  art  of  keeping  State  secrets  is  no  better 
understood  now  than  it  formerly  was.  Yet,  with  these 
facts  before  the  public,  the  Iwnorahle  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, jiearest  to  him,  {Mr.  Ttlsb,]  asserts  that  the  Senate 
is  a  perfectly  safe  depoaatory  for  all  the  secrets  of  our  fo- 
reign diplomacy. 

This  change  in  the  course  of  the  Executive  Department 
had  been  submitted  to  withont  censure  or  resistance.  No 
individual  Senator,  even  as  far  as  Mr.  F.  was  informed, 
had  ever  made  an  effort  to  drive  the  Executive  into  a  ftill 
and  frank  disclosure  of  the  mysteries  of  our  foreign  inter- 
course, or  to  sustaui  a  claim  to  control,  by  Senatorial  ad- 
vice, the  character  and  extent  of  the  instructions  given  to 
our  foreign  ministers  or  agents.  Thinking,  as  Mr.  F.  did, 
that  the  constitution  intended  the  Senate  should  be  pre- 
viously consulted  on  all  points  of  foreign  negotiation,  he 
was  yet  compelled  to  admit  that  the  usage  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  uniformly  inconsistent  with  that  opinion. 
Upon  the  question  of  appointments  to  new  foreign  miasiona 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  on  which  the  gentlenian  from 
Virginia  on  his  right  [Mr.  TAnwxi.L]  had  dwelt  with  so 
much  zeal  and  earnestness — the  right  of  the  President  to 
originate  new  missions  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
although  exercised  in  many  cases,  and  asserted  on  a  recent 
occasion  by  the  late  President,  Ittd  not  been  resisted  by 
the  Senate.  Individual  Senators  had  condemned,  and  had 
aaked  the  Senate  to  join  in  the  censure  of  such  acts  and 
pretensions^  but  the  Senate  had,  on  every  occasion,  evaded 
a  deciwon. 

Both  the  great  parties  into  which  the  people  were  sup- 
posed to  be  divided,  had  united  in  the  expediency  of  avoid- 
mg  collision  with  the  President  on  this  question  of  power. 

The  motions  of  Mr.  Gore,  censuring  the  appointment 
by  Mr.  Bfladison  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  of  Messrs. 
Gallatin,  Bayard,  &c.,  to  treat  under  the  Russian  media- 
tion, were  laid  on  the  table  by  the  republican  votes  of  the 
Senate.  The  motion  of  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, (Mr.  Branch,)  condemning  the  pretensions  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, that  he,  as  President,  was  competent  to  appoint  min- 
isters to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  was  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  vote  of  the  mends  of  the  late  administration.     So  far 
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as  a  judg'ment  was  to  be  formed  of  the  opinion  of  the  Se- 
nate, any  President  liad  a  right  to  conclude,  wliatever 
may  be  the  opuiion  of  liis  cabinet  or  of  some  of  his  dis- 
tinguisticd  friends  in  eitlicr  or  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
that  his  ])ower  to  make  appointments  to  new  missions  du- 
ling  the  recess  of  this  body  was  admitted  by  the  Senate 
itself.  Mr.  F.  did  not  impute  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  to  assert  its  con^tutional  rights  to  party  consider- 
ations alone;  although  iriiad  unfortunately  happened  that 
these  questions  were  always  stirred  in  high  party  times, 
and  pressed  with  a  view  to  party  effect;  the  subject  was 
one  of  difficulty;  and  whenever  it  is  canvassed  as  it  ought 
to  be,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  relative  constitutional  power 
of  tlic  President  and  Senate,  it  would  be  found  that  a  de- 
cision eit(ier  in  favor  of  or  against  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent alone  to  appoint  to  new  missions,  would  be  attended 
with  serious  danger  to  tlic  public  interest.  He  was  pre- 
pared, whenever,  in  executive  session^  it  was  pi'oposed  uo^ 
connected  with  party  strife,  fur  the  expression  by  the  Se- 
nate of  a  fixed  opinion;  and  to  adhere  to  that  opinion  in  all 
future  intercourse  >vith  the  Chief  Magis^trate. 

Apart  from  these  questions,  tlie  experience  of  the  con- 
federation liaving  shown  the  necessity  of  secret  confidential 
agencies  in  foreign  counti'ie6>  very  early  in  the  progress 
of  the  Federal  Government,  a  fund  was  set  apart»  to  be 
expended  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  his  responsibility  only>  called  the  contingent  fund 
of  foreign  intercouise.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  on 
his  right  [Mr.  Tazswkll]  supposed  that  this  fund  was  for 
the  payment  of  spies  in  foreign  countries,  who  might  be 
imprisoned  or  bung,  if  detected,  with  his  free  will,  as  the 
United  States  were  not  bound  to  protect  tliem.  This  would 
depend  upon  their  character;  if  American  citizens,  they 
would  be  entitled  to  protection; and  that  protection  should, 
at  every  hazard,  be  aiforded;  but  tlijs  term  spy,  to  which 
the  gentleman  chooses  to  confine  the  use  of  this  contin- 
gent fund,  will  not  answer  his  purpose.  Foreign  minis- 
ters are  defined  to  be  privileged  spies,  sent  abrctad  to  lie 
for  the  benefit  of  their  country,  (the  last  part  of  tliis  defi- 
nition Mr.  F.  hoped  was  not  always  accurate. )  If  the  Pre- 
sident can,  on  thestreng^  of  this  contingent  fund,  appoint 
spies,  he  can  appoint  the  privileged  spies.  But  on  what 
ground  does  the  gentleman  narrow  down  the  use  of  this 
contingent  fund?  It  was  given  for  all  purposes  to  which 
a  secret  service  fund  should  or  could  be  applied  for  the 
public  benefit.  For  spies,  if  the  gentlemen  pleases;  for 
persons  sent  pubUcly  and  secretly  to  search  for  important 


the  attack  is  in  the  nick  of  time.  Mr.  F.  thought  the  ex* 
ecutive  session  was  the  true  place  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
the  Senate  in  its  intercourse  with  the  Chief  ftfagistratc — ^tlj&t 
the  j  udg^nentof  the  Senate  ought  to  be  distinctly  esprcsscd, 
not  left  to  obscure  inferences  from  omissions  or  expres- 
sions in  appropriation  acts^— tltese  were  proper  in  the 
House  of  Repi-esentatives,  which  could  only  througli  ap- 
propriations check  tiie  irregular  or  dangerous  action  of  the 
Executive*  but  not  in  the  Senate.  Yet  be  admitted  tlie 
propriety  of  taking  any  and  every  opportunity  to  give  warn. 
mg  to  the  States  and  to  the  people.  This  being  the  avowed 
object,  no  allusion  to  the  bacdwriting  on  the  wall  was  ne- 
cessary. The  adminihtration  was  in  the  balance,  and  the 
people  will  decide  «  hether  it  is  or  is  not  wanting  in  fideli- 
ty to  its  trust.  Some  remarks  had  been  indulged  in,  on 
the  manner  of  the  Senators  from  Virginia  in  tlieir  discus- 
sion of  this  subject.  Mr.  F.  was  too  much  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  freely  to  find  fauk  with  it  in  others^ndeed,  he 
was  always  like  Locksley,  the  Robinhood  of  Ivanboe,  rea- 
dy to  add  his  halo  *'  whenever  he  saw  a  good  shot  or  » 
gallant  blow. "  If  disposed  to  criticise,  lie  should  find  the 
opposite  fault  with  both  tlie  Senators — ^tli^-  were  far  too 
courtly  for  the  meridian  of  the  United  States.  They  had 
adopted  and  acted  upon  tlie  maxim  of  courtly  continental 
Europe,  and  of  the  palace  of  St.  James.  The  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate can  do  no  wrongs— the  ministers  are  responsible— 
on  them  let  the  weight  of  public  indignation  fiill;  and  one 
of  the  gentlemen  [Mr.  Tase well}  had  gone  so  fiirasto 
express'  the  sentiment,  that  he  was  wilUng  to  have  the 
maxim  universally  acted  upon,  if  the  cabinet  ministers  could 
be,  as  in  England,  brought  to  the  block  for  giving  uncon- 
stitutional advice  to  the  President.  Until  the  constitution 
clianges,  tlie  Chief  only  is  responsible  for  Executive  acts; 
he  may  take  the  advice  of  his  Secretaries  if  he  thinks  pro- 
per; butthereis  no  obligation  upon  him  either  to  take  or  to 
follow  that  advice;  and  if  he  does  botb»  he  does  not  escape 
the  consequences— be  is  morally,  constitutionally,  and  le- 
gally answerable  for  ail  Executive  acta;  and  Mr.  F.  thank- 
ed' God  that  whenever  there  should  be  use  for  the  heads- 
man's axe,  there  was  no  officer  of  this  Government  too 
high  nor  too  low  to  escape  its  edge..  The  present  Chief 
>lagistrate  asks  not  the  introduction  of  this  slavish  doc- 
trine— late  discoveries  show  that  he  is  not  willing  to  as- 
sume the  obligations  of  others,  but  he  has  never  shrunk 
from  his  own.  If  there  is  one  characteristic  above  all 
others  peculiarly  distinguishing  the  man,  it  is  the  fearless- 
ness with  which  he  throws  himself  upon  respousibililT; 


mformation,  political  or  commercial;  for  agents  to  carry  |  not  with  the  reckless  indifference  of  a  profligate,  but  with 
confidential  instructions,  written  or  verbal,  to  our  foreign'  tlie  generous  confidence  of  an  honest  mind.  Surprised, 
ministers,  in  negotiations  where  secrecy  wa»  the  element  as  Mr.  F.  was,  at  this  unusual  effort  to  strike  over  the  Pre 


of  success;  for  agents  to  feel  the  pulse  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments, to  ascertain  if  treaties,  commercial  or  political, 
could  be  formed  with  them,  and  with  power  to  form  them. 


sidcnt's  shoulders  at  objects  behind  him,  and  slieltcred  by 
his  constitutional  shield,  he  was  still  more  struck  with  the 
distinctions  made  in  selecting  points  of  attack.     The  Se- 


if  practicable.  Such  uses  have  been  frequently  made  oil  nator  who  led  the  assault  [Mr.  Tazbwxll]  charged  upon 
this  fund;  indeed,  the  propriety  of  thus  using  it  is  now,'  the  four  members  of  the  cabinet,  who  had  been  formerly 
for  the  first  time,  doubted.  Why  is  it  publicly  discussed?'  members  of  the  Senate,  upbi-aided  them  for  the  inconsis- 
Mr.  F.  could  not  probably  speak  of  what  the  executive!  tencyofthecmiduct  of  the  Executive  with  certain  opinions 
journal  did,  but  he  was  authorized  to  say  what  it  did  not!  recorded  in  the  journals  of  tlie  Senate  during  the  Panania 
contain.  The  Senate  had  not  censured  or  doubted  the!  discussions;  and  with  giving  to  the  Pi*esident  advice  to  no- 
propriety  of  the  appointment  of  the  agents  to  make^i  treaty  late  the  constitution.  The  Secretaries  of  State,  War,  and 
with  Turfcey.     No  committee  of  that  body,  no  individual  Navy,  and  the  Attorney  General,  were  condemned  for 

"        *     "       ■    *  having  advised,  or  for  not  having  prevented  by  their  ad- 


Senator  liad  proposed  to  the  Senate  to  express  any  opinion 
on  the  subject.  But,  on  this  petty  appropriation,  the  grave 
constitutional  question  is  stirred  here  by  both  Senators 
from  Virginia — the  one  [Mr.  Tazewjbll)  fi-oro  despair — 
the  otiier,  [Mr.  Tilbb,]  because  an  attack  ought  to  be 
openly  made. 

To  the  first  Senator,  Mr.  F.  would  suggest  that  patri- 
otism should  never  despair  of  the  republic;  and  that  the 
people  might  possibly  remind  him  that  he  should  not  in- 
'2L«kke  Hercules  until  he  put  his  own  shoulder  to  the  wheel. 
v[V otUer  Senator  discloses  the  purpose  of  his  movement; 
**  ***  ^^Uick.     Certainly  the  place  is  well  chosen,  and 


vice,  a  vioktion  of  that  sacred  instrument.  Why  is  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  excluded^  He,  too,  is  a  con- 
stitutional adviser  of  the  President,  under  the  hke  obligs- 
tions  to  give  good  counsel,  and,  by-  so  doing,  preventing  eo- 
lations of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  tlic  country.  On  all 
the  important  questions  ansing  out  of  the  Panama  mission, 
there  was  little  dift'erence  of  opinion  among  the  then  op- 
position party,  of  which  the  Secretary  from  Pennsylvsn«» 
was  a  ipost  active  member;  and,  although  not  recorded 
here,  his  opinions  stand  upon  record  elsewhere  on  tboa 
questions.     Why  is  be  ol  Pennsylvania  excused  by  the 
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Senator,  [Mr.  Taixwill,]  when  he  ofNew  York,  and  he 
of  Tennessee,  and  he  of  North  Carolina,  and  he  of  Geor- 
gia, are  condemned  without  scruple  or  mercy  f  Even  this 
discrimination,  singular  as  it  i^  is  surpassed  by  thst  of  the 
other  g-cntleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Trtaa.]  He,  too, 
seems  to  have  a  favorite  in  the  cabinet,  the  Secretary  of 


the  Navy,  (Branch,)  whom  he  lias  anxiously  sought  to.  md  agencies  commit^dto  the  Secretary  of  State  to  make 


draw  out  of  harm's  way  from  the  deadly  range  of  the  too 
hot  fire  of  his  colleague.  Cannot  our  navy  stand  fire? 
No»w  this  Secretary  (Branch)  was  the  author  of  the  reso- 
lutions brought  up  in  judgment  against  the  eabinet—the 
appropriation  of  the  other  three  Secretaries  is  inferred 
£rom  their  vote  against  the  motion  to  lay  them  on  the  table 
— an  inference,  every  Senator  knows  is  not  always  correct. 
Yet  the  author  is  to  be  excused,  the  inferred  approvei*s  con- 
demned. It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  was  u^norant  of  this  secret  negotiation  with  Tur- 
key. By  the  nets  communicated  to  the  Senate,  he  is  tlie 
only  one,  besides  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  certainly 
was  informed  of  it.  The  expenses  of  the  agency  were 
advanced  by  the  Navy  Department,  and  repaid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  foreign  intercourse. 

The  commander  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron  was 
one  of  the  commissioners,  and  had  instructions  from  the 
Navy  Department,  about  the  funds  to  be  used  in  tlie  ne* 
gotiation  and  the  movements  of  his  ships,  to  facilitate  its 
success.  Yet,  although  he  did  know,  and  it  is  uncertain 
whether  two  other  members  of  the  cabinet  did  or  did  not 
know  any  thing  about  it,  he  is  not  only  carefuU^  moved 
out  of  the  way  of  reproach,  but  is  made  the  subject  of  a 
special  eulogium.  He  from  North  Carolina  is  the  true 
republican  of  the  old  democratic  principles.  He  is  a  star 
who  never  suffered  dim  eclipse,  nor  shed  disastrous  twi- 
liglit  over  half  the  nations;  nor,  Mr.  F.  would  add,  with 
fear  of  change,  perplexed  monarchs — and  Mr.  F.  would 
say  further,  if  disposed  to  indulge  in  a  prophetic  spirit, 
that  the  honorable  Secretary  never  would.  No  disparage- 
ment to  the  worthy  gentlemen  was  intended  $  the  poetry 
and  the  prophecy  might  be  applied  to  all,  and  to  any  of 
his  associates.  Those  who  were  disposed  to  speculate 
curiously  into  the  circumBtances  of  the  hour,  miglit  inves- 
tigate the  causes  of  these  strange  discriminations.  You 
and  I,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  F.,  adopting  the  habit  of 
our  New  England  brethren,  miglit  make  shrewd  guesses 
at  the  true  causes;  but  whether  our  guesses  would  fly  at 
random,  or  directly  to  the  mark,  is  not  at  present  of  much 
importance-— now,  it  is  necessary  only  to  mark  the  fact  that 
the  discrimination  is  made.  Leaving  the  fitvored  pair  to 
rejoice,  the  one  at  his  perfect,  and  &e  other  at  bis  partial 
immunity,  and  the  unlbrtunate  triumvirate  to  repine  at 
their  fate,  and  bear,  with  all  tlie  grace  in  their  power,  ^he 
galling  fire  of  Virginia's  wrath,  Mr.  F.  would  proceed 
to  consider  the  attack  as  if  made  upon  the  only  responsi- 
ble officer,  the  Prerident  of  the  United  SUtes.  He  was 
charged  with  lawless  acts,  with  the  first  violation  of  an 
important  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
with  a  usurpation,  into  his  own  hands,  of  a  power  confid- 
ed to  him  conjointly  with  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  who  first  spoke  on  tlie  sub- 
ject, [Mr.  Taskwbll,]  denied  the  correctness  of  the  dis- 
tinction between  agents  and  officers  of  the  -Uovernment 
The  distinction  might  not  be  sound;  but  one  thing*  was  cer- 
tain, that  it  bad  always  been  made,  and  always  had  been 
and  was  now  acted  upon.  Bvery  head  of  a  department 
occasionally  employs  and  pays  agents  in  the  execution  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  on  the  strength  of  tlie  contingent 
fund  submitted  to  his  disbursement.  We  have  consuls 
appointed  under  the  constitution,  by  and  with  tlie^vice 
and  consent  of  the  Senates  commercial  agents- selected  by 
the  President  with  consular  powers,  about  whose  appoint- 
incnt  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  is  never  asked, 
^e  have  agents  or  commissioners  to  make  contracts,  trea 


mentb  were  in  the  first  days  of  the  Government  submitted 
to  the  Senate,  but  wei*e  soon  made  at  the  discretion  of  the 
President  or  his  Secretary  of  War,  without  even  tJie  cere- 
money  of  stating  to  the  Senate  that  they  had  been  made 
We  have  foreign  ministers  and  charges  d'affaires  ap- 
pointed, b^  aiKl  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate « 


treaties  while  the  Senate  is  sitting,  aiid  secret  agents  to 
make  treaties  abroad;  and  in  neitlier  case  is  the  Senate  in- 
formed of  the  power  given  until  it  is  executed,  the  treaty 
being  signed  by  the  empowered  agents. 

If  these  acts  are  lawless— if  these  are  violations  of  the 
constitution,  encroachments  on  the  powers  of  tlie  Senate, 
the  remedy  should  come  from  Virgfinia,  for  Virginia  was 
the  author  of  the  evil.  If  the  constitution  lies  sufiTering 
under  festering  wounds,  the  blows  were  struck  by  her 
steel,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  apply  jthe  sovereign  balm — ^the 
rust  of  the  weapon  heals  the  wounds  it  has  made.  The 
first  stab  was  given  by  tlie  parental  luind  of  Washington. 
Jefierson,  and  Madison,  and  Monroe,  have  each,  in  turn, 
struck  deep  into  the  vitals  of  the  victim.  Ay,  sir,  if  her 
Senators  are  rigiit  in  principle,  they  can  point  to  as  many 
gashes  in  the  constitution,  as  Antonv  bared  to  the  view 
of  the  Roman  people  on  tlie  -mangled  body  of  their  dead 
Caesar. 

Mr.  F.  would  not  fatigue  the  Senate  by  bringing  again 
into  view  all  the  exai^iples  of  appointments  like  those  of 
the  commissioners  to  Turkey.  He  would  touch  only  two 
or  three  of  the  most  striking;  some  of  the  imminent  cir- 
cumstanees  of  which  had  escaped  the  attention  of  tlie 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  LtIvirgstoit.] 

On  the  SOtli  of  March,  1795,  David  Humphreys,  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  to  Portugal,  was  appointed  by 
General  Washington,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  a 
commsssioner  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  Algiers.  He  negotiated  a  treaty,  by  his  deputy,  J. 
Donaldson,  jun.,  in  September,  1795,  but  signed  it  him- 
self at  lisbon,  on  the  28th  of  November,  1795.  This 
treaty  was  negotiated  under  a  full  power,  bearing  the  sign 
manual  of  the  President,  and  the  broad  seal  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  submitted  to4.he  Senate  in  February,  1796, 
and  ratified  on  the  2d  of  March,  1796,  by  a  vote  of  twenty- 
three  to  two.  No  nomination  of  Mr.  Humphreys  was  made 
to  the  Senate.  The  tenth  session  of  the  Senate,  an  extra 
session  called  by  President  Washington,  began  on  the  8th, 
and  closed  on  the  26th  of  June,  1795.  Here  there  was  a 
confidential  commissioner  appointed  under  a  full  powei*, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  not  nominated  to  the  Se- 
njkte  at  its  succeeding  session,  and  about  whose  move- 
ments nothing  was  known  until  late  in  tlie  second  session 
after  his  appointment;  when  this  power  having  been  sue- 
cessfidly  executed  by  the  formation  of  a  treaty,  that  treaty 
was  submitted  for  approval,  and  ratified  almost  unani- 
mously, without  a  whisper  of  disapprobation  on  the  course 
pursued  by  Geneml  Washington,  or  a  doubt  as  to  his 
right  to  the  exclusive  power  exercised  by  him. 

A  lik^  commis^on  was  given  to  Mr.  Humphreys  at  the 
same  time,  30th  March,  1795,  to  make  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  witli  Tripoli.  Joel  Barlow  was  substituted 
the  10th  of  February,  1796$  a  treaty  was  negotiated  on 
tlie  4th  of  January,  1797,  and  laid  before  the  Senate  on 
the  26tli  of  May,  1797.  Two  sessions  of  Congress  inter- 
vened, and  three  sessions  of  tlie  Senate,  between  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  commissioner  and  the  submission  of  the 
treaty  to  the  Senate,  during  all  of  wliich  General  Washing- 
ton was  President.  Mr.  Adams  submitted  the  treaty  for 
ratification  during  the  third  session  of  Congress  succeeding 
the  appointment  of  the  commissioner.  No  nomination 
was  ever  made,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  in  both 
cases  was  approved.  Mr.  F.  would  not  say  tlmt  what  had 
been  done  in  those  days  was  right,  because  it  was  done  by 
the  great  model  fur  statesmen  and  citizens;  but  he  would 


ties  they  are  called,  with  Indian  tribes.     These  appoint-  say  that  the  President  could  not  be  justly  charged  witli 
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now,  for  the  first  time,  violating'  the  constitution,  when  he 
had  taken  such  examples  for  his  guide,  and  squared  his 
conduc£  by  the  rule  of  Washing^n.  Mr.  F.  would  not 
press  the  subsequent  appointments  made  by  the  succeed- 
mg^  Presidents  from  Virginia,  as  all  had  been  alluded  to, 
except  the  remarkable  one  made -by  -Mr.  Madison  in  1816. 
Wilham  Shaler  atid  Isaac  Ohauttcey  were  appointed  on  the 
24th  of  August  of  that  year,  commissioners  to  alter  the 
treaty  then  recently  maide  with  Algierd  by  Shaler  and 
Decatur,  under  a  commission  to  them  and  Captain  Bain- 
bridg^.  This  alteration  was  made  by  treaty  on  the  23d  of 
December,  1816,  and  ratified  during  Mr.  Monroe's  ad- 
ministration, 1st  of  February,  1822:  yeas,  42^— nays,  none. 
Mr.  F.  liad  both  commissions  in  his  hands;  they  were  full 
-powers  under  the  sig^  manual  of  the  President  and  broad 
seal  of  the  United  i^tatea,  in  all  respects  like  the  powers 
granted  to  Biddle,  Offley,  and  Rhino.  In  these  instances 
also,  the  Vir^nia  President  did  not  ask  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  and  escaped,  like  his  great  predecessor, 
all  censure  and  remark.  The  honorable  Senators,  how- 
ever, admit  that  all  these  things  have  been  done,  and,  as 
they  say,  rightfully  done;  and  their  opinions  against  this 
Turkish  negotiation  rest  upon  the  correctness  of  certain 
distinctions  they  have  presented  to  the  Senate.  They  ad- 
mit that  the  former  Presidents,  beginning  with  Genei<al 
Washington,  have,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  right- i 
fully  appointed  commissioners  to  treat  of  peiCbe  and  com- 
merce with  the  Barbary  Powers,  whose  names  were  not 
sent  to  the  Senate  at  subsequent  sessions.  They  admit  that 
Messrs.  Gallatin,  Bayard,  and  Adams  were  rightfully  ap- 
pointed during  the  rtcess  of  the  Senate  to  treat  with  Great 
Britain  under  the  Russian  mediation.  They  admit  that  the 
President  has  rightfully  negotiated  treaties  in  Washington 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  during  the  sessions  of 
this  body,  without  asking  its  advice  and  consent,  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  State;  and,  admitting  all  this,  they 
accuse  tfie  Premdent  of  the  United  States  of  disregarding 
the  constitution,  for  having  negotiated,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  secret  agents,  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Turkey. 

The  honorable  Senators  unite  in  resting  this  apparent 
inconsistency  of  opinion  on  these  grounds: 

First.  On  the  ground  that  all  the  previous  appointments 
of  this  kind  were  made  during  war.  A  state  of  war,  in 
their  jud^ent,  justifies  during  the  recess  the  appointmetit 
of  commissioners  to  make  peace;  but  does  it  justify,  also, 
the  fiulure  to  ask  a  confirmation  of  the  appointment  of 
these  commissioners  at  the  succeeding session'of  the  Senate? 
It  was  not  so  contended  when  Mr.  Gore's  resolutions  were 
discussed.  This  resort  to  the  war  power  is,  however, 
certainly  convenient,  as  carried  to  its  legitimate  extent;  it 
renders  any  participation  of  the  Senate  m  the  business  of 
re-establisliing  the  regulations  of  peace  altogether  snper- 
fluous.  ft  proves  too  much  for  the  gentleman's  purpose. 
It  involves  besides  the  truth  of  one  of  these  propositions, 
to  both  of  which  Mr.  F.  expressly  dissented.  Either 
that  the  sole  power  of  the  President  over  the  foreign  re- 
lations of  the  United  States  was  enlarged,  or  the  con- 
trolling power  of  the  Senate  over  those  relations  dimin- 
ished, by  the  state  of  wai^— propositions  far  more  dan- 
gerous in  their  consequences  than  any  that  could  arise  from 
the  practice  of  appomting  secret  confidential  agents  in  ne- 
gotiating treaties  of  commerce.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  that 
any  gentleman  would  risk  his  reputation  as  a  statesman, 
(if  he  might  use  the  term  without  offence  to  the  Senator 
behind  hhn,  [Mr.  Ttlsr,]  who  had  honored  it  with  a  pe- 
culiar sneer,)  seriously  conten^ng  that  either  was  true; 
yet,  he  submitted  with  confidence  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Senators,  if  one  of  them  was  not  the  inevitable  result  of 
the  distinction  taken  by  the  gentleman  fi*om  Virginia. 

The  facts  in  the  cases  referred  to  did  not  bear  the  gen- 
tlemen out,  even  if  their  distinction  was  just;  all  the  ap- 
l>ointmenta  made,  were  not  made  during  a  state  of  war. 


Here,  however,  a  reliance  is  placed  upon  another  ground, 
covering  all  the  appointments, made  to  treat  with  the 
Powers  on  the  Barbary  coast.     It  was  said  they  were  Bar- 
barian Powers,  and  not  to  be  treated  as  civilized  nations. 
Indeed!  Barbarian  Powers!     Foreign  Barbarian  Powers, 
certainly  not  dependents  on  the  United  States.     The 
treaties  formed  by  the  commissioners  mentioned  nude  the 
United  States,  for  a  time,  their  tribataries.     As  this  vas  a 
grave  constitutional  question,  to  be  tried  by  the  langtia^ 
of  the  instrument  itself,  Mr.  F.  would  ask,  with  due  re* 
spect,  why  the  gentleman  travelled  out  of  the  instrument 
to  look' into -the  character  of  the  foreign  Power  witli  whom 
negotiation  was  directed  by  the  President,  and  what  dc- 
gp-ee  of  civilization  in  a  foreign  nation  was  necesianr  to 
bring  the. agents  sent  to  them  within  the  cqptroding 
power  of  tiie  Senate.     The  honorable  Senators  did  not  as 
yet  affirm  that  the  treaties  made  with  them  were  not  be- 
yOnd  or  below  the  Senator's  orbit.      But  Mr.  F.  did  not 
discover  any  reason  for  the  participation  of  the  Senate  in 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  which  was  not  applicable  to 
the  appointment  of  the  negotiators,  if  they  were,  as  con- 
tended for  by  the  gentlemen,  officers  in  the  technical 
language  of  the  constitution*     In  their  zeal  to  find  them, 
they  have  struck  upon  distinctions  much  too  broad  for 
their  purpose.     Supposing  the  distinction  sound,  the  dis> 
tinction  covers  the  Turkish  negotiation,  and  upon  their 
own  doctrines  the  administration  stands  justified.    Take 
the'Algerines,  for  example<s  sake:  how  do  they  differ  from 
the  Turks?    The  European  would  call  the  Algerines  ba^ 
barians — so  he  does  the  Turks:  the  Algerines  si-e  not 
christians,  nor  are  the  Turks;  the  Algerines  are  Mahome- 
tans, so  are  the  ^Turks.     In  the  event  of  a  rupture,  the 
Algerines  imprison  tiie  consuls  of  the  Power  with  whom 
they  are  at  war,  reduce  its  subjects  or  citizens  lo  slavery, 
and  confiscate  all  the  property  bek>nging  to  the  eneinv's 
nation  within  their  power — so  do  the  Turks:  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  lex  t€uenis,  the  Algerines  are  not  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  the  rules  of  honorable  w»r — nor  are  the 
Ti^rks,    The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Tabswbii.] 
says  the  Turks  have  been  a  formidable  power  before  the 
American  Government  had  existence-— «o  have  the  Alge- 
rines, aUhough  their  Dey  is  now  kicked  about  with  as 
little  ceremony  as  a  Cherokee  chief.     How  long  is  it  since 
Algiers  has  made  the  most  formidable  nations  of  Europe 
tremble }    If  antiquity  of  strength  is  of  any  importance  in 
this  discusmon,  the  barbarians  on  the  coast  oi  Africa,  so 
called  while  they  were  teaching  Europe  civilization,  have 
been  terrible  for  centuries.    They  foiled,  in  all  tiie  pride 
of  his  strength,  the  p^ndson  of  that  monarch  under  whose 
patronage  this  continent  was  discovered.     He  who  ham- 
bled  France,  was  almost  master  of  Europe,  v  as  hinwelf 
I'educed  to  extremity  bv  these  now  despised  Barbarians. 
Mr.  F.  was  unable  to  discover  any  tangible  distinction  be- 
tween the  Mahometan  Powers  of  AlHca,  and  the  Mahome- 
tan Powers  of  Europe  and  Asia.  Turkey  was  distinguished 
from  the  others  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  but  that  distinction 
was  founded  solely  upon  the  geographical  position  of  a 
part  of  the  Sultan's  dominion^-a  position  that  could  not 
be  important  in  the  question  |>efore  the  Senate.    Occupy- 
ing an  interesting  and  imposing  position  in  Europe,  the 
European  Governments  condescended  to  consider  the 
Turkish  Government  as  part  of  the  European  system.    It 
was  one  of  the  make-wetghts  in  the  balance  of  power- 
that  chimera  to  which  millions  of  lives  had  been  sacrificed 
— which  had  enabled  the  wily  diplomacy  of  artfiil  despo- 
tism to  stay  for  centuries  the  onward  march  of  reason  and 
liberty.     In  n«  other  respect  is  there  a  distinction  made 
between  the  Turks  and  other  Mahometan  Powers.    War 
and  peace,  and  treaties  of  commerce,  are  made  with  ailf 
and  with  all  the  nations  of  the  world  regulate  their  inter- 
course as  if  they  were  christian  Powers.     Until  the  gen- 
tleman can  find  a  stronger  distinction  than  this,  it  mufit  be 
admitted  that  the  practice  of  former  adminStitntions  in  their 
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intercourse  with  the  Bsrbansn  Powers^  covers  the  case  of 
this  secret  negotiation  with  the  Barbarian  Turk. 

The  gentlemen  had  not  been  more  fortunate  in  main- 
taining the  other  ground  chosen  by  theCn.  Pressed  by 
the  force  of  the  precedentsurgfed  of  treaties  made  without 
the  Senate's  knowledge,  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  during  the  recess,  and  during  sessions  of 
this  body;  treaties  of  commerce,  of  indemnity,  of  chums 
due  to  and  by  tBe  United  SUten;  for  the  settlement  of  dis- 
puted boundaries,  and  for  cenions  of  extensive  territory, 
the  Senators  urae  that  the  negotiators  acted  in  tliese  cases 
as  tlie  agents  of  the  President,  by  virtue  of  their  eoromia- 
sious  as  Secretaries  of  State.  W  hat  was  there  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  made  Ifim,  ex  officio, 
a  negotiator?  What  was  there  in  the  law  creating  Ihiii 
office  that  warranted  tliis  dtstinotion?  There  was  certainly 
nothing,  either  in  the  commission  or  act  of  Congress. 
There  was  a  mistake  made  by  the  gentle iheu  destructive 
of  their  conclusion)  they  assumed  as  a  fact  what  did  not 
exist.  The  Secretaries  of  State,  acting  as  the  agents  of  the 
President,  did  not  negotiate  by  virtue  of  tlieic  commissions 
aa  Secretaries  of  State— they  were  appointed  by  the  Pre- 
sidents, under  their  sign  manual  and  the  broad  seal  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  special  purpose  erf"  making  the  trea- 
ties formed  by  them  severally;  th^  bad  fidl  powers,  such 
as  were  granted  to  Biddk,  Offlcy,  and  Kliind.  Tliere 
was  no  ditterence  but  this:  the  Secretaries  in  Washington, 
in  the  face  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  nation,  negotiated; 
tlie  Turkish  commissioners  transacted  their  business  in 
secret  at  Constantinople.  What  constitutional  principle 
justifies  the  appointment  of  an  agent  here,  the  Senate  sit- 
ting-, publicly  or  privately,  to  form  a  treaty  with  a  foreign 
Power,  that  will  not  justify  the  appointment  of  a  secret 
agent  to  form  a  treaty,  if  practicable,  in  London  or  Con- 
stantinople^ The  place  where  the  power  granted  is  to  be 
carried,  cannot  afiect  the  riglit  of  the  President  to  gi^nt 
that  power.  Suppose  the  Turkish  Government  had  sent 
a  secret  and  confidential  agent  to  Washington,  and  a  treaty 
had  been  concluded  with  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
as  the  agent  of  the  President,  can  it  be  reasonably  pre- 
tended that  the  appointment  of  the  Secretary  as  agent 
would  not  luive  been  a  constitutional  exercise  of  power 
by  tlie  President,  according  to  all  past  usage  ?  If  it  would 
iiivc  been,  casuistry  itself  could  not  condemn  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  secret  agents  who  had  been  sent  t6  Constan- 
tinople. 

Mr.  F.  believed  the  conduct  of  the  President  strictly 
correct,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the  nesfotiation  with 
Turkey  ought  to  have  been  kept  secret.  The  motives  for 
a  secret  negotiation  were  to  him  obvious  and  satisfactory. 
The  United  States  could  have  no  desire  for  any  political 
connexion  witli  Turkey t  a  commercial  treaty  had  long 
been  considered  important,  and  it  had  always  been  deem- 
ed prudeiit  to  seek  to  estxtblish  commercial  relations  with 
that  Government  by  informal  secret  agents.  It  has  been 
thoug^it  that  an  informal  agency  woiUtl  be  more  likely  to 
succeed  tlian  a  public  minister;  tiie  mission  of  a  confic'len- 
tial  informal  agent  woukl  not  create  a  belief  that  we  were 
too  anxious  to  succeed,  while  his  secret  negotiation  would 
not  be  liable  to  be  defeated  by  the  hifluencc  of  the  great 
Powers  who  were  represented  at  Constantinople.  It  was 
apprehended  that  some  of  the  European  Ciovcrnments, 
none  of  whom  dislike  to  monopolize  power  and  commerce, 
might  not  be  pleased  to  see  Jonathan's  long  sickle  thrust 
into  the  golden  harvests  that  grow  on  the  bortlers  of  the 
£uxJne,  and  miglU  possibly  use  some  little  artifices  to  pre- 
vent it.  There  was  some  pride,  too,  irt  refraining  from 
a  public  efTort  to  make  a  treaty  wken  success  was  so  pro- 
blematical, and  with  this  pride  was  mingled  no  small 
portion  of  Yankee  economy.  A  public  mission  to  the 
Turkish  Oovemment,  successful  or  unfortunate^  was  al- 
ways expensive,  and  tliere  was  a  wise  determination  not  to 
expend  the  public  money,  if  the  object  in  view  conld  not 


be  accomplished.  One  of  the  Senators  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Ttlkb]  had  dwelt  with  strong  emphasis  upon  the 
character  Mr.  Rhind  gave  himself  in  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Suppose  that  the  respectable  and  worthy 
man  had,  in  the  vanity  of  recent,  and,  as  he  honestly  be- 
lieved, important  success,  considered  himself  as  a  high 
diplomatic  character,  his  view  of  it  did  not  determine  his 
character;  and  that  could  not,  from  the  papers  before  the 
Senate,  be  mistaken.  To  the  often  repeated  question,  of 
how  did  these  agents  differ  from  public  ministers,  Mr.  F. 
saw  but  one  answer — they  were  not  accredited  by  the 
heads  of  the  foreign  Government  with  whom  they  trans- 
acted business — ^they  carried  no  letters  credential,  and 
were  entitled  to  no  privileges.  It  was  not  Mr.  F.'s  pur- 
pose, nor  was  it  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  the  ad- 
ministration, to  sustain  the  propriety  of  this  distinction 
between  agents  and  minijiters;  he  had  accomplished  his 
object  by  proving  that  it  had  been  early  and  constantly 
made,  and  by  no  Presidents  more  frequently  than  those 
who  were  given  to  us  by  Virginia. 

The  honorable  Senator  who  led  tho-way  in  tliis  discus- 
sion, [Mr.  Tazbwbll,]  not  satisfied  with  having  charged 
the  cabinet  with  a  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution, 
seemed  determined  to  make  the  impression  that  there  had 
been  an  insidious  design  In  the  manner  of  asking  for  the  ap- 
propriation topiwtheTurkisli  commissioners,  lie  imagined 
the  Secretary  of  State  wished  to  entrap,  the  Senate  into  a 
sanction  of  the  original  appointment  of  these  confidential 
agents.  *«  The  Secretary  kncwr**  the  gentleman  said, 
'<  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  of  Congress,  that  this  ap- 
propriation would  be  wanted.  The  Secretary  askc^d  it 
not  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  where  appropriations 
ouglit  properly  to  originate;  but,  at  this  late  day  of  the 
Senate,  through  their  Committee  of  Finance."  No  desire 
to  receive  a  sanction  of  the  appointment  of  these  commis- 
sioners could  exist,  after  the  treaty  formed  by  them  had 
been  ratified,  without  the  slightest  intimation  from  the 
Senate  that  there  had  been  any  irregularity  in  the  man- 
ner of  appointing  them.  The  history  of  the  transaction 
is  an  ample  refutation  of  this  ungenerous  charge.  The 
Turkish  treaty  was  not  disposed  of  until  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  had  passed  the  House  of  Representatives; 
the  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  service  render- 
ed could  not  be  asked  for  until  the  question  on  tliat  treaty 
was  decided  here;  and  when  it  was  decided,  the  appro- 
priation was  requested  where  only  it  could  properly  be 
made.  The  assertion  of  the  gentleman,  that  appropriation 
bills  oug^t  properiy  to  originate  in  the  House  Of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  not  American  in  its  character;  it  was  bor- 
rowed from  Bngland.  The  House  of  Commons  of  the 
English  Parliament  asserts  its  right  to  origiiute  all  money 
bills;  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  no  exclusive  riglit  to  originate  any  bills 
but  those  for  raising  revenue;  and  recent  circumstances 
were  well  calculated  to  nuse  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of 
that  restriction  upon  the  power  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  States.  Even  revenue  bills  could  be  amended  in  the 
Senate,  and  the  appropriation  under  discussion  could  be 
properly  made  if  the  English  rule  was  to  govei*n  our  prac- 
tice. Tliere  was  in  this  case  a  peculiar  propriety  in  asking 
the  appropriation  of  the  Senate.  When  these  commis- 
s.oners  were  appointed  by  the  President,  he  might  have 
paid  their  services  oUt  of  l>is  contingent  fund;  but  scru- 
pulously desirous  not,tn  use  the  discretion  over  it  vested 
in  him,  when  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary,  he  directed 
the-commissioners  to  be  told,  ''your  expenses  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  and  such  compensation  for 
your  services  as  Congress  may  allow."  Now,  sir,  to  have 
ask^  this  appropriation  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  first  instance,  would  have  been  to  spply  to  persons 
who  had  not,  and  cannot  have,  until  the  ratincationsof  the 
Turkish  treaty  pre  exchanged,  the  means  of  judging 
what  sura  ought  to  be  paid  for  the  service  rendered^  The 
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Senate  does  know,  and  no  doubt  the  House  will  so  far  and,  shortly  after,  the  liberty  of  navigating  it  wai  success- 


rely  upon  our  knowledge  and  discretion  as  to  approve  the 
sum  that  may  be  fixed  upon  here.  The  Executive  is  un- 
fortunate, when  his  scrupulous  anxiety  to  consult  the 
representatives  of  (he  people,  and  of  the  States,  in  tlie 
exp'enditurc  of  public  money,  gives  birth  to  a  charge  of 
insidiously  attempting  to  make  the  Senate  connive  at  a 
violation  of  the  constitution,  ajid  approve  of  his  usurpation 
of  their  rightful  power. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  commissioners  had  been 
slightly  spoken  of  Some  supposed  that  a  treaty  with 
Turkey  was  of  no  consequence;  since  the  treat;'  of  Adri- 
anonle  between  Russia  and  Turkey  had  openetl  the  chan- 
nel mto  the  Black  Sea  to  all  nations.  It  was  true,  that,  by 
the  stipulations  of  that  treaty,  the  Turks  bound  themselves 
to  Russia  to  admit  all  Powers  at  peace  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte  into  the  Black  Sea;  and  Russia  was  expressly  autho- 
rized to  consider  a  disregard  of  that  stipulation  as  just 
cause  of  war.  Still  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  dependent, 
as  it  is,  upon  the  continuance  of  peace  between  Russia 


and  Turkey,  gave  the  United  States  no  claim  upon  Tiir-  Euxine  included  larg^  cities,  with  a  population  exceeding 


key  to  a  free  passage  through  the  canal  of  Constantinople: 
in  fact,  Americans  who  ventured  into  the  golden  horn 
were  not  permitted  to  pass  through  the  Black  Sea.     No 
doubt  the  Government  might  have  solicited  from  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  his  interference  to  secure  the  observance 
of  the  treaty  made  with  him.    His  answer  would  certainK 
have  been,  I  wish  you  to  have  a  commerce  with  all  my 
dominions;  but  at  present  I  cannot  prudently  go  to  war 
to  compel  the  Turks  to  fulfil  this  engagement.     'When- 
ever circumstances  permit,  I  shall  recollect  and  punish 
this  disregard  of  the  promises  made  to  me.     Was  it  not 
better  to  procure  from  the  Ottoman  Porte  itself  the  right 
to  a  participation  of  the  commerce  of 'the  Black  Sea — a 
right  which  would  be  independent  of  the  state  of  war  or 
peace  with  Russia,  than  thus  to  have  solicited  the  exertion 
of  Russian  power  for  our  benefit?    The  treaty  of  Adriano- 
ple, without  doubt,   facilitated  our  -success.     That   our 
object  could  not  have  been  reached  without  a  treaty,  is 
certain.     We  know  that,  under  the  Turkish  construction 
of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  nations  not  having  treaties 
with  Turkey  are  pot  admitted  into  the  Black  Sea — that 
nations  having  commercial  treaties,  since  tl»e  treaty  of 
Adrianople,  have  sought  admission  under  the  protection 
of  the  promise  to  Russia,  and  that  it  has  been  refused;  the 
answer  made  to  both  was,  the  engagement  made  with 
Russia  does  not  alter  our  treaties  with  other  Powers.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  on  his  right  [Mr.  Tazr- 
^well]  harl  spoken  of  the  inconsiderable  benefits  likely  to 
apise  out  of  the  commerce  to  the  Turkish  and  Russian 
settlements  on  the  Black  Sea.  There  was  no  recent  infor- 
mation on  which  a  certain  calculation  could  be  niade  of 
the  benefits  that  wmild  probably  result  to  the  country 
from  this  negotiation.    The  commercial  community  would, 
as  the  most  intelligent  merchants  believed,  profit  by  it. 
The  navigating  interests  certainly  would,  Urilessllte  owners 
of  ships  had  lost  their  ancient  skill  and  enterprise.    In  the 
present  depressed  condition  of  the  navigating  interest, 
perishing  under  the  paralyzing  influence  of  our  internal 
policy,  tlic  administration  had  done  its  duty  in  looking  to 
ouB  external  policy  for  its  relief.     Mr.  F.  had,  with  some 
diligence,  sought  for  accurate  information.     Altliougl)  his 
labor  had  not  been^as  well  rewarded  as'^lie  could  have 
wished,  he  had  yet  collected  some  facts,  gleaned  from  the 
history  of  past  years,  which  woidd  afibrcl  gentlemen  the 
means  of  approaching  the  trutli  in  making  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  benefits  of  a  Cvee  commerce  into  the  Black 
Sea. 

After  being  closed  by  the  Turks  upon  all  the  world  for 
near  three  hundred  years,  from  1476  to  1774,  the  passage 
of  the  Black  Sea  was  opened  to  Russ'an  vessels  by  treaty  in 
1774.  On  the  25th  of  June,  1802,  by  a  treaty  formed  at 
Par's,  the  French  flag  was  admitted  into  the  Black  Sea; 


fully  demanded  by,  and  yielded  to,  the  other  commercial 
European  Fowcra. 

In  1803,  815  vessels  took  in  carrgoes  in  the  Russian 
ports  of  the  Black  Sea:  552  at  Odessa,  210  at  Taganrog, 
23  at  CaflTa,  19  at  Koaloo,  7  at  Sevastopol,  and  4  at  Che^ 
son.  Of  these,  421  were  Austrian,  329  Russian,  18  Ra- 
gusan,  16  Ionian,  15  French,  7  English,  6  Idriots,  and  3 
Spanish. 

In  1817,  1925  vessels  entered  the  port  of  Odessa  alonf  : 
480  Russian,  188  Austrian,  154  English,  43  French,  18 
Spanish,  49  Swedish,  31  Sardinian,  65  Turkish,  7  Danish, 
7  Neapolitan,  2  Sicilian,  and  881  Russian,  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade.  In  the  «ime  year,  400  entered  the  port 
of  Tagunrog.  In  1808,  there  was  an  importation  at  Odessa 
of  33,131  bales  of  cotton.  In  1817,  the  freiglU  of  a  siiij?le 
article  of  commerce,  wheat,  shipped  to  Leghorn  from  the 
Black  Sea,  amounted  to  $1,350,000.  All  these  facts  re- 
lated to  the  Russian  dominions;  when  it  was  taken  into 
view  that  the  Turkish  dominions  on  the  borders  of  the 


260,000  souls,  standing  on  tite  borders  of  ricK  settlements, 
one  of  them,  Trcbisond,'  in  the  direct  line  of  intercourse 
with  the  Persian  Gulf,  it  might  be  fairly  concluded  that 
the  owners  of  our  ships  would  find,  if  true  to  thcmselve.s 
profitable  employment  for  their  now  ajmost  useless  pro- 
perty.-   The  prospect  of  present  advantage  was  nothing 
when  compared  to  that  which  might  be'  anticipated  here- 
after.    The  Black  Sea  had  been,  at  more  than  one  era, 
the  heart  of  an  active  and  lucrative  industry.  Prior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Ottoman  empif  e,  its  waves  bad  been 
ploughed  by  the  keels  of  all  commercial  nations.    Its 
shores  had  been  studded  with  populous  and  prosperous 
cities,  and  with  productive  settlements.    Under  tlicpo*rer 
of  Russian  despotism,  which  is  operating  as  the  genius  of 
civilization  in  that  portion  of  ihe  globe,  it  is  agun  becom- 
ing the  centre  or  attraction  to  commercial  enterprise. 
The  Russian  dominions,  from  the  mouths  of  the  Danube 
to  the  ports  of  St.  Nicholas,  south  of  the  Phasis  or  Rione, 
are  advancing  in  population  and  wealth  with  a  rapidity 
unexampled  m  the  history  of  the  old  world,  and  rivalled 
only  by  the  almost  incredible  progress  of  our  own  country. 
Sanguine  tempers  might  be  deceived  in  their  estimate  of 
the  benefits  to  the  coimtry  to  be  derived  now  or  hereafter 
froHLthis  successful  eflbrtat  negotiation.    Mr.  F.  believed 
the   country   wmdd  applaud  those    who   had   matle  it, 
should  the  hopes  of  profit  be  disappointed,  realized,  or 
exceeded. 

Mr.  F.  could  not  dismiss  the  subject  of  this  appropria- 
tion, without  again  remonstrating  on  the  course  of  the 
Senators  from  Virginia;  against  the  unusual — ^the  anti- 
American  substitution  of  the  irresponsible  for  the  respon- 
sible. There  was  no  head  too  high,  no  bosom  too  sacred, 
to  be  reached  by  the  stroke  of  patnotism,  if  justice  de- 
manded the  blow.  Mr.  F.  spoke  not  to  sliield  individuals; 
he  remonstrated  against  the  erroneous  and  dangerous 
principle  acted  upon,  from  pobhc  considerations.  It  was 
not  Virginia.  He  deprecated  it  for  the  honor  of  the  An- 
cient Dominion,  from  whose  soil  he  sprung;  for  he,  too, 
was  a  Virginian:  Virginia  had  heretofore  struck  at  the 
loftiest  objects;  the  lightning  of  her  indignation  had  shiver- 
ed tite  gnarled  euik-^had  not  glided  throug-h  its  branches 
to  blast  the  saplings  that  grew  around  its  noble  trunk. 
The  Chief  Magistrate  and  his  Secretaries  stand  upon  tiieir 
respective  -responsibilities;  let  them  be  J4idged  by  facts, 
and  upon  facts  only;  and  each  in  his  respective  sphere 
was  reavly  to  receive,  and  submit  to  the  jtidgtncnt  of  the 

f>eople.  '  If  any  or  all  of  them  deserve  condemnabon, 
et  them  perish;  by  Mr.  F.  they  would  fall  unpitied  and 
un%vept. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  said  he  rose  because  he  did  not 
perceive  that  any  other  Senator  was  disposed  to  speak  on 
the  subject,  and  because  he  thought  it  his  duty,  as  cha  r- 
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man,  to  mistun  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  appropri- 
ation bill  by  the  Committee  of  Finance.  What  is  that 
amendment^  said  Mr.  8.  Simply  an  appropriation  to 
pay  certain  persons  employed  by  the  late  President  to 
ne^tiate  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  in  which  they  had  been 
near1ysuccess(Vil-|andto  pay  certain  other  petsona  appoint- 
ed by  the  present  Preaidient,  who  had  completely  suc- 
ceeded in  making^  an  excellent  treaty  with  the  Porte. 
Both  commissions  had  similar  powers  and  similar  instruc- 
tions.  The  treaty  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Senate;  has, 
been  hig^hly  approved;  and  the  question  is,  will  you  pay 
for  the  labor  actually  performed?  An  amendment  ha» 
been  offered  by  a  Senator,  [Mr.  Kani;,]  to  apply  a  sum 
fully  adequate  to  the  object  in  aid  of  the  contingent  fund, 
to  enable  the  President  to  remunerate  the  parties  tn  such 
manner  as  he 'may  think  proper.  Either  mode  will  be 
equally  agreeable  to  me.  All  that  the  committee  require 
is,  that  the  persons  employed  shall  be  paid;  and  tiiey  are 
willing^  to  adopt  the  amendment  proposed,  as  they  find 
that  amendment  most  approved  of  by  the  Senate.  It  is 
proper,  however,  for  me  to  state,  that  the  committee  had 
had  before  them  both  modes  of  remuneration,  and,  after 
consideration,  proposed  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
Senate  in  a  substantive  form,  so  that  all  who  read  might 
understand  the  object,  and  because  they  deeihed  it  to  be 
more  consistent  for  Congress  to  designate  what  they 
meant  to  pay  to  each  person,  than  to  leave  to  the  Executive 
discretion  to  allow  what  they  pleased.  The  Senator  from 
Georgia  has  shown  a  precedent  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Rodhey, 
who,  it  was  determined  by  Congress,  should  be  paid  from 
the  contingent  fund,  and  I  acquiesced.      *" 

I  little  thought,  Mr.  President,  that  a  constitutional 
question  would  or  could  have  been  raised  tipon  a  question 
to  pay  for  services  rendered;  it  has,  however,  and  we 
must  meet  it  as  best  we  can.  Early  in  iny  political  life,  I 
asked  a  friend  whether  it  was  true  thiCt  *«  Rhode  Island  was 
without  a  written  constitution;"  he  answered  that  **it  was 
true?"  that  they  did  well  under  their  charter  from  Charles; 
and  he  added,  *''that  a  written  constitution  was  like  a  nose 
of  wax,  which  could  be  moulded  into  a  flat  nose,  a  Ro> 
nian,  a  Grecian,  or  pug  nose,  and  in  like  manner  an 
ingenious  man  might,  be  said,  make  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  mean  something,  nothing,  any  thing,  or 
every  thing. •*  We  have  seen  that  it  has  been  made  to 
mean  every  thing,  by  the-  construction  put  on  the  words 
"general  welfare;"  and  the  very  ingenious  Senator  from 
Virginia  shows  thathe  thinks  that  it  may  be  made  to  niean 
any  thing.  He  contends,  first,  that  the  Presitlent  has  not 
the  power  to  send  a  minister  to  a  foreign  court  during  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  where  nominlster  had  previously  been 
sent;  that  it  is  a  new  oflice  which  he  has  not  the  power  to 
create  alone;  And,  secondly,  that  the  President  has  not 
the  power  to  send  a  commissioner  in  the  recess  of -the 
Senate,  as  a  secret  agent  to  treat  with  a  foreign  nation, 
without  nominating  such  agent  to  the  Senate. 

Those  subjects  have  been  ably,  and,  to  my  mind,  satis- 
factorily discussed  by  the  Senators  from  Louisiana  and 
Georgia;  nor  would  I  enter  on  those  subjects,  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  had  not,  in  a  manner  very  pleasing 
to  me,  observed,  that  I  had  been  consistent  in  my  opinion 
of  the  constitution  on  the  first  point;  evidently  conveying 
the  idea,  by  his  manner,  and  by  what  he  said,  that  I 
stndied  more  the  expediency  of  a  measure,  than  tlie  true 
n»eaning  of  the  words  of  the  constitution.  It  therefore 
made  it  incumbent  on  me  to  state  my  understanding  of  the 
points  submitted  by  that  Senator.  We  are  all  bound  by 
our  oaths  **to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States."  Each  will,  or  ought  to  be  governed  by  his  con- 
science, and  by  his  own  judgment.  1  meddle  not  with 
those  of  that  Senator,  or  any  other;  they  arc  their  own. 


of  the  second,  until  this  time.  I  consider  both  those 
powers  ai  admitted.  They  may  have  been  mooted.  I 
will  not  suy  they  have  not.  If  they  ever  had  been,  it  has 
totally  escaped  my  recollection.  My  construction  of  the 
constitution  is,  "That  ministers  to  foreign  nations,  is  an 
office  created  by  the  constitution,  and  not  by  law."  The 
article  says,  "that  the  President  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate."  Agam,  he 
shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  J  contend  that  the  office 
of  minister  is  an  original  vacancy,  and  that  it  can  be  filled 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  any  place  that,  in  the  mind 
of  the  President,  a  minister  may  be  required,  by  the  exi- 
gency of  the  case.  If  the  Senate  think  that  such  an 
exigency  does  not  exist,  th^y  can  reject  the  nomination, 
which  must  be  sent  to  it  on  the  first  session  thereafter, 
and  this  is  the  power  of  the  Senate;  more  than  that  tlicy 
have  not,  and,  in  my  opinion,  that  power  is  amply  sufn- 
cient  for  the  correction  of  any  probable  evil  that  might 
arise  from  such  a  power.  I  will  state  a  case.  We  have 
never  had  a  minister  to  Austria.  The  President  might,  in 
my  opinion,  send,  in  the  recess,  a  minister  to  that  court. 
He  has,  I  think,  the  power  under  the  constitution,  and  we 
have  the  power  to  reject.  Am  I  alone  in  this  opinion^ 
No,  sir,  my  learned  friend  from  Louisiana  holds  the  same. 
We  were  both  fellow-laborers  on  the  democratic  side  a 
long  time  past,  and  both  agi*ee  that  it  had  been  a  received 
opinion.  Have  I,  Mr.  President,  no  other  authority? 
Tes,  sir,  that  of  the  g^eat  apostle  of  the  democratic  party, 
Mr.  Jefferson.  He  gave  a  practical  illustration  of  his 
opinion;  and,  with  all  proper  deference  to  the  Senators 
of  Virginia,  I  must  think  tnat  he  was  as  able  an  expounder 
of  the  constitution  as  those  gentlemen.  Mr.  Madison  was 
then  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  must  have  concurred  in 
the  act,  which  he  did.  Wc  have  all  been  in  the  habit  of 
believing  that  he  was  an  expounder  of  the  constitution, 
in  whom  we  might  safely  trust;  and  yet  the  Senator  [Mr. 
Tazewell]  has  implicated  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  charge  of 
a  violation  of  the  constitution,  by  his  appointment,  in  a 
recess,  of  Mr.  Short  to  Russia,  VThere  no  minister  from  the 
United  States  had  been  before.  He  did  appoint  Mr. 
Short  to  Russia.  This  amply  proves  that  his  opinion  was, 
"  that  he  had  the  power."  Ay;  but,  says  the  Senator, 
"the  Senate  rejected  the  nomination,  on  the  ground  that 
the  President  had  not  the  power."  Admit  it  Does  that 
contradict  what  I  have  said?  Noi  sir;  Mr.  Jefferson 
believed  as  I  do,  that  he  had  the  power,  and  he  acted  on 
it,  which  is  the  best  possible  proof.  But  did  the  Senate 
reject  it,  on  the  gfround  of^  its  being  a  usurpation  of 
power?  Certainly  not.  I  was  then  a  Senator,  and  know 
that  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Short  was  for  causes  &n^  reasons 
entirely  different.  The  question  of  power  may  h%vc  been 
incidentally  mooted  by  some  of  our  speakers.  I  will  not 
trust  to  my  memory  to  say  thtt  it  was  not.  But  this  I  can 
say,  that,  if  aniftiadverte'd  on  by  any  Senator,  it  hfta  totally 
escaped  my  recollection.  I  think  it  would  have  made 
such  an  impression  on  my  mind,  that  I  should  not  have 
forgotten  it.  I  repeat  that  it  was  not  on  the  question  of 
power  that  Mr.  Short  had  been  rejected.  The  first  time 
I  heard  that  the  power  was  doubted,  was  on  the  Panama 
question,  when  Mr.  Gore's  resolutions  were  read.  Those 
resolutions  were  presented  on  the  nomination  of  the  com- 
missioners sent  in  the  rt  cess,  by  Mr.  Madison,  to  make  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain.  I  was  not  then  a 
Senator.  Party  spirit  ran  high  at  that  time;  and  we  all 
know  that  those  resolutions  were  calculated  fbr  party 
purposes,  merely  electioneering.  What  was  their  fate  ? 
Scouted  by  every  democratic  Senator  as  untenable,  and 
by  some  of  the  federjil  Senators.     I  can  name  three.   Hie 


I  bottom  the  opinion  I  shall  give  on  the  powers'  vested  in  two  members  from  Rliode  Island,  and  one  from  Delaware. 


the  Prendent,  in  part,  from^nevef  having  heard  the  f^rst '  And  this  is  the  only  document  that  the  Senator  has  nro- 
doubted  until  the  discttision  on  th«  Panama  mission;  and'duced  to  sustain  his^charge  against  Mr.  Jefferson,  lor  a 
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violation  of  the  constitution— -a  simple  resolution  presented  I  wrong,  if  he  has  palpably  violated  the  sacred  instrument 
—not  acted  on — and  not  sustained  by  the   Senate.     It  "*    ' '     '^  *    '  *--  '"^ 

died,  I  believe,  a  natural  death.  Against  those  resolu- 
tions, and  the  opinion  of  the  Senator,  I  am  supported  by 
the  opinion  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  my  learned  friend 
from  Louisiana,  and  by  the  conduct  of  other  administra- 
tions, and  the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  the  Panama  ques- 
tion. Let  the  people  and  my  constituents  judge  which 
of  us  have  produced  the  best  authorities.  But,  on  all 
constitutional  questions,  I  am  the  sole  judge 'for  myself. 
1  rest  on  my  oath,  and  as  my  poor  judgment  directs. 

The  Senator  has  said,  and  truly  said,  that  the  constitu- 
tion gives  the  same  power  to  the  President  in  the  case  of 
the  appointment  of  judges,  as  it  does  in  tliat  of  ministers  to 
foreign  nations.  I  agree  tliat  the  power  is  exactly  similar 
in  every  respect.  He  then  asks  triumphantly,  "  will  any 
man  say  that  the  President  could  appoint  in  the  recess  as 
many  judges  as  he  might  tliink  proper?"  I  answer,  yes — 
if  he  had  not  been  restrained  by  law.  I  will  state  a  case. 
Suppose  the  Senate,  had  risen  without  confirming  the 
nominations  of  the  first  judges  made  by  General  Washing- 
ton; there  would.have  been  presentedtheanomaly  of  laws, 
without  judges  to  expound  and  administer  them.  The 
President  is  bound  by  the  constitution  to  attend  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws.  Without  judges  that  duty  could  not 
have  been  performed.  The  constitutipn  created  the  ofiice 
of  judge,.and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have  been  the  duty 
of  President  Washington  to  appoint  judges  in  the  recess, 
to  be  nominated  to  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  for 
their  approbation  or  rejection.  Offices  recognised  by  the 
constitution  or  the  laws  must  be  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  the  President  during  the  recess  of  tlie  Senate,  when 
the  public  good  requires  it;  and  the  corrective  of  his  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  lies  in  the  Senate's  power  of  rejecting. 
"But,**  said  the  same  Senator,  "we  have  now.  seven 
judges;  can  the  President  appoint  an  eighth  in  tlie  recess 
of  tlie  Senate?'*  I  answer,  no:  because  the  law  has  esta- 
blished the  number,  which  he  cannot  exceed,  and  that 
number  is  seven.  He  could  not  appoint  an  eigiith  eitlier  in 
the  recess  or  during  tlie  session  of  the  Senate,  until  tlie 
law  is  altered,  and  an  increase  of  the  number  authorized. 

The  Senator  [Mr.  Ta^kwcll]  has  emphatically  told  us, 
not  on  his  opinion,  but  positively,  peremptorily,  that  "the 
President  had  Committed  a  palpable  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution in  sending  commissionei-s  in  the  recess  to  make 
a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  without  nominating  them  to  the 
Senate,  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  this  body."  This, 
Mr.  President,  is  a  grave  charge  against  iliat  high  officer. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  tlie  word  "palpable?"  Johnson 
•ays  that  one  of  its  meanings  is  "  plain,  easily  percepti- 
ble." That  is  to  say,  so  plain  and  easy  to  be  understood, 
that  he  who  reads  must  understand.  Is  it  then  so  plain  ^ 
It  appears  that  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire,  Lou- 
isiana, Nortli  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  do  not  find  it  so  plain; 
they  cannot,  they  have  sai^*  see  any  violation  whatever, 
nor  can  I;  nor  has  any  of  all  our  Presidents  been  able  to 
Bee  it.  For,  sir,  in  all  but  one  of  the  administrations  the 
same  act  has  been  done.  All  the  Presidents  have,  then, been 
violators  of  the  constitution;  the  Senate  also,  for  every 
Senate  has  sanctioned  the  violation.  And  now,  for  the 
first  time,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  it  is  a  violation;  and 
it  is  to  be  charged  home  on  Andrew  Jackson,  as  the  only 
one  who  has  committed  the  sacrilege.  Is  this  fair,  is  it 
proper?  When  the  Senator  must  have  known  that  Gen. 
Jackson  had  pursued  and  acted  upon  the  course  of  all  his 
predecessors  from  Washington  down,  as  well  as  on  his 
own  opinion.  The  President  is  the  only  responsible  offi- 
cer. It  wiU  not  do  to  go  behind  him  to  attack  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  (for  1  think  it  probable  that  he  alone  was 
consulted,  and  he  alone  was  the  adviser.)  It  will  not  do 
Torthe  Senator  to  say  that  he,  the  President,  knew  little 
of  the  subject,  and  acted  because  he  was  ignorant,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be.  excused.    No,  sir;  if  he  has  done 


that  he  has  sworn  to  support,  ignorance  can  be  no  plea; 
and  this  excuse  for  him  is  a  more  violent  inmilt  than  any 
that  could  be  offered;  at  least  so  1  understand  it.  But, 
Mr.  President,  has  there  been  any  violation  of  tlie  consti- 
tution? The  Senators  who  have  preceded  me,tlunk  not,  and 
I  concur  with  them  in  opinion.  Has  any  President  ever 
submitted  to  the  Senate  the  nomination  of  commissioners 
such  as  those  under  consideration  ?  Never:  Tchallenge  those 
Senators  to  show  one  solitary  instance.  I  do  not  confine 
my  question  to  Mahometan  but  to  christian  Powers*  w  hich 
if  they  cannot,  (and  I  know  they  cannot) )  then  how  can 
the  Senator  [Mr.  Tazxwsll]  charge  the  President,  Ge- 
neral Jackson,  with  having  committed  **  a  flagrant  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  in  iiagrant  derogation  of  the  powers  of  the 
Senate  ?"  How  can  the  Senator  from  Virginia  urge  "  tliat 
he  may  like  the  treason,  therefore  voted  for  the  treaty, 
but  detests  the  traitor.** 

Mr.  President,  rising  so  late  in  the  debate,  I  have  found 
all  that  I  mean  to  say  taken  from  me  by  the  Senators  from 
X/Ouisiana  and  Georgia,  and  more  ably  certainly  than  I 
would  have  conveyed  them.     I  may,  however,  be  partlon- 
ed  for  following  them,  and  perhaps  repeating  after  them. 
It  cannot  be  too  often  urged  that  General  Jackson  has 
pursued  the  precedent  set  him  by  all,  or  almost  every  one 
of  his  predecessors.    The  Senator  from  Louisiana  has 
read  to  you  a  variety  of  instances  of  commissioners  yfho 
had  been  sent  by  different  Presidents,  treaties  made  by 
them,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  without  any  nomina- 
tion, and  not  a  word  lisped  of  its  being  unconstitutional: 
the  Senate  thus  confirming  the  constitutionality  of  the 
power  that  had  been  exerciMd.     The  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia has  produced  others.     One  by  General  Washington  in 
1795.     In  that,  jthe  power  under  the  great  seal  and  the 
sign  manual  of  the  "Father  of  his  Country,"  was  given  to 
Mr.  Humphreys,  then  a  consul  or  minister  resident  (1 
know  not  which)  at  Lisbon  to  make  a  treaty  "with  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco.     Mr.  Humphreys  transferred  his  pow- 
ers to  Mr.  Simpson,  who  made  a  treaty  which  became 
the  law  of  the  Und.     Was  either  Mr.  Simpson  or  Mr. 
Humphreys  ever  nominated  to  the  Senate?    Never.     Not 
a  whimper  of  unconstitutionality.     The  Senate  slept  at 
their  post,  and  now  General  Washington  is  found  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  to  be  a  palpable  violator  of  the  con- 
stitution.    Again,  Messrs.  Rodney,  Bland,   and  Graham 
were  sent  as  commissioners  to  the  South  American  States 
— christian  States.     Were  they  ever  nominated   to  the 
Senate?     No,  sir.     The  late  President  gave  a  commission 
to  Mr.  Offiey  and  Commodore  Crane,  to  treat  with   the 
Porte.     Were  they  ever  nominated  to  the  Senate  ?     No, 
sir.    So  that  Mr.  Adams  was  also  a  violator;  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Madison  did  the  same.     Mr.  Monroe  followed  after, 
and  acted  in  like  manner.     Where  were  the  advisei-s  of 
those  gentlemen.     Where  the  advisers  of  Mr.  Monroe^ 
For  it  is  well  known  that  he  acted  on  full  advisement  of 
his  cabinet.     Where,  I  ask,  were  they  all,  that  they  did 
not  prevent  him  from  committing  this  presumed  violence 
of  the  constitulion?     W^ere  they  all  asleep  at  tlieir  posts  ^ 
We  must  conclude  tliat  none  of  them  considered  it  a  vio- 
lation of  power. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  said  that  it  would  be  a  thing 
unheard  of,  unknown  to  the  history  of  the  world,  "  that 
a  Power  at  war  should  send  a  minister  to  the  Power  witli 
which  it  was  at  war."  Why,  Mn  Preadent,  the  Senator's 
reading  and  mine  must  have  been  very  different.  Mine 
says,  that  there  is  no  event  more  common.  1  am  now 
reading  Sismondis'  Italian  UejS^blics.  The  small  States  of 
Italy  ucre  in  almost  perpetual  war  with  each  other;  and 
nothing  more  common  tlian  the  sending  ministers  from 
one  city  to  the  other  to  ti'eat  whilst  war  nged  between 
them.  But,  sir,  I  will  read  spme  recent  cases,  some  in 
which  we  had  an  interest: 

"  Preliminary,  articles  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
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France  and  Great  Britain,  signed  at  Versailles,  20th  Janua- 
ry, 1783. 

"  The  moat  Christian  King  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
wishing  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  nominated 
to  that  eifect«  on  the  part  of  the  former,  the  Count  of 
Vergennes^  and».  of  the  latter,  Alioyn  Fitzherhert,  Esq. 
minister  plenipotentiary,  of  hia  said  Majesty  the  King  pf 
Great  Britain,  who^  having  communicated  their  full  powers 
in  the  form,  hare  agreed  upon  the  following  preliminaries:" 

Secoitd. — Preliminary  articlea  of  peace  signed  at  Lon- 
don, 1st  October,  1801,  between  Lord  Hawkesbury  and 
Louis  William  Otto.  They  communicated  their  full  powers 
in  due  form,  and  then  agreed  upon  the  articles; 

in  1797,  Lord  Malmesbury  was  sent  to  Lisle,  a  city  of 
the  French  republic,  as  ambassador  with  full  powers  to 
co.iclude  a  peace. 

In  1806,  Lord  Lauderdale  Was  sent  to  Paris  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  of  peace. 

Permit  rae  to  submit  another;  a  very  strong  one.  Queen 
Anne  wanted  peace;  the  allies  were  not  so  disposed,  and 
she  sent  a  seci*et  agent,  Matthew  Prior,  I  believe  a  poet. 
Ue  was  not  suspected;  for  who  would  suppose  that  a  poet 
would  be  sent  on  a  subject  §o  important?  Ue  coneluded 
the  peace.  It  was  then  made  public;  and  the  Queen  with- 
drew her  troops  from  the  alliea  army. 

The  late  period  of  the  session  warns  me  tluit  I  ought 
not  to  occupy  any  more  of  your  time,  and  I  conclude  with 
a  hope  that  the  dispussion  may  now  terminate. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  will  notice  an  observation  made  by 
the  Senator,  [Mr.  Tazbwsll.]  He  significantly  sneered 
It  the  employment  of  consuls  and  captains  of  our  ships  of 
war  being  clothed  with  plenipotentiary  powera  to  make 
treaties.  **  Consuls!"  said  he,  **  What!  are  they  superior 
to  justices  of  the  peace?  Captains  of  the  navy  with  their 
commission  in  their  pockets,"  significantly.  And  yet,  sir, 
consuls  and  captains  nave  been  so  employed  by  the  best  of 
our  Presidents.  Washington  employed  Mr.  Consul  Hum- 
phreys, as  has  been  shown.  Jefferson  employed  Mr.  Lear 
and  Captain  Preble  to  treat  with  Tripoli.  Madison  em- 
ployed Consul  Shaler  and  Captain  Decatur  to  treat  with 
Algiers.  John  Quinc^  Adams  employed  Captain  Uodgcrs 
to  sound  the  Turk,  that  he  might  know  his  disposition  to 
■lake  a  trea^,  and  actually  appointed  Consul  OiHey  and 
Captain  Crane  to  make  a  treaty  with  the  Porte;  and  Gene- 
ral Jackson  has  employed  consuls  Rhind  and  Offlcy,  and 
Captain  Biddle,  to  make  a  treaty.  They  have  done  so  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Senator.  And  uow,  for  the  first 
time,  is  fault  found  that  such  persons  have  been  employed. 
Why  ?  Because  General  Jackson  has  so  acted,  sir.  We  all 
understand  the  cause,  and  so  wiU  the  people.     Thave  done. 

No  other  Senator  rising  to  debate  the  subject,  the  Se- 
nate proceeded  to  take  the  question. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  reader,  the  various  amend- 
ments are  here  repeated.  The  Committee  of  Finance  of 
the  Senate  had  reported  the  following  additional  items  to 
the  appropriation  bill: 

**  For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  an  envoy  extriLordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary;  for  the  salaries  of  a  secretary 
of  legation,  or  a  drogoman,  and  a  student  of  language  at 
Constantinople,  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Xht 
legation,  seventy-four  thousand  dollars:  th^t  is  to'say,  for 
the  outfit  of  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, nine  thousand  dollars;  for  the  salary  of  the  same, 
nine  thousand  dollars;  for  salary  of  a  secretary  of  legation, 
two  thousand  dollars;  for  the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  two 
thousand  five  hmidred  dollars;  for  the  salary  of  a  student 
of  languages,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  legation,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

[*«  For  compensation  to  the  commissioners  employed  in 
negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte; 

'■  To  Charles  Rhind,  an  outfitof  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dolUrsy  deducting  therefhmt  whatever  sum  may  have 
been  {mid  to  him  for  bis  jpersonal  expenses. 


*<  To  Charles  Rhind,  David  OfBey,  and  James  Biddle, 
at  the  rate  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num for  the  time  that  each  of  them  was  engaged  in  the 
said  negotiation. 

**  For  compensation  to  the  commissioners  employed  on 
a  former  occasion  for  a  similar  purpose: 

"  To  William  M.  Crane  «nd  David  Offley,  at  the  rate  of 
foiir  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  the  time 
that  each  of  them  was  engaged  in  the  said  negotiation."] 

Mr.  Taxewsli  had  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  forego- 
going  included  in  brackets. 

Mr.  Kaks's  amendment  was  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  ailer  the  word  '*  compensation,"  in  the 
rirstlineof  the  second  paraGp*aph  above  quoted,  and  in- 
sert **to  the  persotfs  heretoiore  employed  in  our  inter- 
course with  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  furthor  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  foreign  intercourse." 

This  motion  of  Mr.  Kaits  to  strike  out  and  insert  having 
precedence  of  Mr.  Tabxwkll's  motion,  the  question  was 
taken  thereon,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows:  ' 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Fors>'th,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Ire- 
dell, Kane,  King,  McRinley,  Poindexter,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
son, Sanford,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Troup, 
Woodbury.— 22. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Johnston,  Knight,  Li- 
vingston, Marks^  Naudain,  Rugglcs,  Seymour,  Silsbee, 
Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Willey,  Webster.— 21. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  following  proviso, 
moved  by  Mr.  TYLER,  to  be  added  to  Mr.  Kaits's  ametid- 
ment,  viz. 

'<  Promded,  ahjoayBt  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
^all  be  construed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any  way  approving, 
the  appointment  of  these  persons  by  the  President  alone, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  without  their  advice 
and  consent,  as  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte:" 

Which  was  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS*— ^Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Ellis,  Foot^  FreUnghuysen,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Ire- 
dell, Johnston,  King,  Knight,  Marks,  Naudain,  Poindexter, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Tylef, 
Webster,  Willey.— 25. 

NAYS.^-Messi-s.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dicker* 
son,  Dudley,  For^th,  Grundv,  Kane,  Livingston,  McKin< 
ley,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sanford,  Smith, 'of  Md.,  Smhh, 
of  S.  C,  Troup,  Woodbury* — 18. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  t^en  withdrew  his  motion  to  strikt 
out,  and  tlie  united  amendments  of  Mesnv.  Kahb  and 
TixBft  consequently  became  a  substitute  for  tiiat  part  of  the 
amendment  repeated  by  the  Committee  of  Finance,  pro- 
viding for  the  compensation  of  the  commissioners  appoints 
ed  to  conclude  the  treaty. 

&fr.  WEBSTER  then  submitted  the  fc^owing  amend- 
ment: 

Strike  out  all  that  relates  to  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a 
minister  plenipotentiary,  &c.  and  insert — 

*<  For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  charge  d'affaires;  for 
the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  and  a  student  of  languages,  at 
Constantinople,  and  for  the  contingent  expenflira  ofme  le- 
gation, thirty-eight  thousand  ddlars:  tltat  is  to  say,  fo»  the 
outfit  of  achargp^  d'affaires,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; for  the  sidary  of  the  same,  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  for  the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars;  for  the  salaty  of  i(  student  of  languages, 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  legation,  twenty-five  thousand  doUais." 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  this  subject  had  been  pre- 
sented  to  the  Senate  in  a  double  aspect  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States— the  choice  appeared  to  be  left  to 
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that  body  whether  they  would  send  a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary or  a  charge  d'affaires  to  the  court  of  Constantinople) 
And  the  Committee  of  Finance  had  submitted  an  appro- 
priation for  the  salary  and  outfit  of  the  former.  One  of 
the  letters  read  to  the  Senate,  tbat  from  Mr.  Offley,  who 
certainly  appeared  to  have  had  some  experience  on  this 
subject,  suggested  the  propriety  of  sending  a  charge  d'af- 
&ires,  and  in  this  opinion  he  [Mr.  W.]  most  heartily  con- 
curred. Mr.  W.  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  his  mo- 
tion; said  he  could  see  no  very  great  necessity  for  the  mis- 
»on — ^that  he  thought  our  relations  with  Turkey  would 
continue  pretty  much  in  the  same  state  as  before — ^and 
that,  for  some  time  to  come,  our  consul  at  Smyrna  would 
be  the  most  important  agent  of  the  United  States  in  tbat 

2uarter  of  the  world.  He  spoke  of  the  large  salaries  of 
le  ministers  of  foreign  Powers  at  the  court  of  Constanti- 
nople, the  great  show  and  parade  they  made  there,  wholly 
for  effect,  and  said  that,  if  our  ministers  complained  of  the 
incompetence  of  their  salaries  at  the  courts  of  the  civilized 
Powers  of  Europe,  there  certainly  would  be  more  cause 
of  complaint  at  Constantinople.  He  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  mission  was  to  be  continued;  whether  a  simi- 
lar call  for  salaries,  &c.  would  be  made  next  year;  spoke 
of  the  larg^  amount  appropriated  for  contingencies;  and 
asked  if  it  was  supposed  that  the  minister  could  support 
himself  at  a  salary  of  $9^000  per  annum.  If  a  represen- 
tative must  be  sent,  he  thought  a  charge  d'affaires  would 
be  competent  to  perform  all  the  necessary  duties;  though, 
even  ir  his  amendment  prevailed,  his  opinion  was,  that 
another  mission  in  Europe  should  not  be  established.  He 
was  not  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  missionsr-he  wotdd  ra- 
ther reduce  some  of  those  now  existing. 

MiN  KING  said  that  the  subject  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Finance  without  any  recommendation 
from  the  Executive;  and,  after  .considtation,  that  com- 
mittee had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  best  to 
suboMt  an  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  a  minister  pleni- 
potentiary. The  salary  would  command  the  services  of 
an  individual  who  would  be  qualified  to  sustain  the  cha- 
racter and  standing  of  the  country,  and  enable  him  tlie 
better  to  keep  up  a  suitable  establishment*  He  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  keep 
a  minister  at  Constantinople  for  any  great  lengtli  of  time. 
The  contingencies  of  the  missron  would  not  be  greater 
than  at  the  court  of  any  other  Power,  except  in  the  first 
instance;  and  this  to  comply  with  the  usual  custom  there 
to  make  presents  on  the  ratification  of  a  treaty. 

Mr.  WOODBURY  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted  by  Mr.  Wxvstsr. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  also  preferred. the  amendment;  tliough 
he  saw  no  necessity,  he  said,  ftir  political  relations  between 
this  country  and  Turkey. 

Mr.  SBflTH  recapitulated  the  views  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance  in  providing  for  a  minister  plenipotentiary,  and 
said  the  Government  didnot  intend  keeping  him  there  more 
than  one  year.  The  object  was  to  send  a  minister  of  the  high- 
est grad^^  in  the  first  mstance,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to 
exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty,  and  afterwards  a 
char^^  d'affaires  would  be  aroplk  sufficient.  A  minister 
plenipotentiary,  he  remarked,  had  access  to  the  Sultan; 
a  chargf6  could  not  approach  beyond  the  Grand  Vizier. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  submitted  by 
M^.  Wbbstxr,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

YEAS. — Messra.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Burnet,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Foot,  For- 
■ytb^  Frding^uysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  McKinley,  Marks,  Nau- 
datn»  Poindexter,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Seymour, 
Silsbce,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster,  Wil- 
ley,  Woodbury. — 37. 

NAYS.-^Messrs.  Bibb,  Dudley,  Ellis,  King,  Livingston, 
Sanford,  Smith,  of  Md.«-7.- 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


8ATUA9AT,  Fbb»uabt  36. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Bsirroir  rela- 
tive to  the  foreign  oommerce  of  the  United  States,  was 
taken  up  for  conaderation;  when  Mr^  B.  remarked  that 
he  had  not  submitted  the  resolution  with  a  view  to  its 
being  vacted  on  at  the  present  session,  but  tfast  it  might 
receive  the  earlv  consideration  of  the  Senate  at  the  neit 
stated  session  of  Congress.  On  his  motion,  it  was  hid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
.  The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  making 
appropriations  for  carrying  on  certain  roads  and  work» 
of  internal  improvement,  and  providing  for  surveys,  was 
twice  read,  and  referred. 

NATIONAL  ROAD  IN  OHIO. 

The  bill  granting  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the,  General  Assenibly  of  Ohio,  for  erecting  toll-gates, 
&c.,  and  otherwise  providing  for  the  pre8er>'ation  and 
repair  of  the  United  States'  road  within  the  limits  of  that 
State,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  bemg  on 
its  passage, 

Mr.  POINDF<XT£R  opposed  the  bill  at  some  length, 
on   the  ground  that  the  General  Government  had  no 
power  to  give  the  authority  proposed  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
If  the  right  to  collect  tails  existed  in  tlie  State,  the  per* 
mission  was  not  only  useless,  but  a  usurpation  of  pow«r 
oh  the  part  of  the  General  Government  over  the  rights 
and  sovereignly  of  the  State.     If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
right  belonged  to  the  General  Government,  it  vasapover 
not  transferable,  as  no  legislative  power  could  be.    He 
cited  the  only  clause  in  tlie  constitution  which  gave  a  pre- 
text for  interfering  with  the  internal  regulation  of  a  State— 
that  relating  to  imposts.     I  le  asked  what  tliey  were  about 
to  do?    To  pass  a  criminal  law  for  the  Bute  of  Ohio! 
For  this  was  a  bill  enacdng  severe  pains,- penalties,  and 
fines.     It  was  also  a  law  to  create  a  local  tax,  which  no 
article  in  the  constitution  had  ever  sanctioned.    To  con- 
tend that  Congress  possessed  such  powers,  would  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  to  be  anabsurdityi  He  would  willingly 
give  up  this  road  to  the  St^te— transferring  all  the  right, 
title,  and  interest  the  General  Government  had  in  it--bat 
he  could  not  consent  to  any  interference  with  State  rigitts. 
He,  therefore,  felt  constrained  to  ask  for  the  yeas  »nd 
nays  On  its  final  passage. 

They  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  «aid,  some  power  must  have  an  inte- 
rest in  this  road,  if  it  existed  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment, its  preservation  belonged  to  that  power;  but  that 
<Sovernment  had  already  de<3ared  that  it  would  not  erect 
toll-g^tes  upon  the  road;  and,  if  we  refuse  to  ^reser^e 
the  road,  why  should  we  not  allow  some  one  else  to  do  it^ 
If  we  go  upon  the  principle,  that  the  right  to  do  th's 
exists  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  what  harm  can  there  be  in  our 
deciaruig  our  assent  to  tlic  passage  of  this  law  by  that 
State?  Her  proposition  is  certainly  a  liberal  one;  andaU 
admit  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  road  in  repair.  He 
thought  the  proposition  to  transfer  the  road  to  Ohio  would 
be  much  more  objectionable  than  the  present  one  could 
be  considered.  The  citizens  of  other  States,  Indiana,  for 
instance,  luul  a  deep  interest  in  it.  It  was  their  gre&t 
tlioroughfare,  and  its  cession  to  a  State  would  be  a  grosa 
violation  of  the  compact  formed  in  its  original  construe* 
tion. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-nine  to 
seven,  as  follows:  * 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Benton,  Bur- 
net, Cliambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dudley,  Foot,  Freling- 
huysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Kane,  Knight,  McKinlev, 
Marks,  Naudain,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sanfon)* 
Seymour,  Silsbce,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Webster,  ^Villey, 
Woodbury. — 29. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Brown,  Ellis,  Hayne,  Iredell,  P*'i^ 
dexter,  Smith,  of  S.  C,  Troup. — 7. 
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DUTfES  ON  IRON. 

Mr.  HAYNE,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was 
referred  sundry  memorials  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  imported  iron,  and  others  remonstrating  against 
the  reductioQ,  made  a  report  in  fiivor  of  reducUon,  and 
moved  that  it  be  printed. 

i\lr.  DICKBRSON  said,  the  report  was  from  the  majo- 
rity of  the  committee;  the  sentiments  of  the  minority 
were  directly  at  variance  with  those  of  the  majority.  The 
report  bad  come  under  his  eye  for  the  first  time  on  yes* 
tcrday,  and  he  had  not  ^et  had  time  to  prepare  a  report 
of  the  views  of  tlie  minority.  He  should  probably  be 
ible  to  do  so  on  Monday.  He  thought  tlie  views  of  both 
parties  should  go  to  the  world  togeSier,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  the  printing  would  not  be  ordered  until  the  coun- 
ter report  was  ready  to  go  with  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee.  He  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  tlie 
t^Ie,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  i*equest  of 

Mr.  KING,  who  said  tlie  statement  made  by  the  Sena- 
tor who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  was  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  he  had  ever  heard.  Committees  were  sel- 
dom unanimous;  it  was  generally  the  majority  of  the 
committee  which  reported  measures  for  consideration. 
If  the  minority  were  rot  satisfied,  they  had  always  an 
opportunity  to  present  their  individual  views.  He  be- 
lieved such  a  thing  as  a  counter  report  had  not  been  known 
in  tJus  body  from  the  first  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  had  been  done,  he  believed,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  When  the  report  was  made  to  the 
House,  the  committee  ceased  to  exist,  and  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  tlic  minority  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  thought  that  the  views  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  committee  should  be  published  together. 
It  was  a  frequent  custom  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
uid  should  be  bo  here.  The  minority  should  have  as 
jood  an  opportunity  to  present  their  views  as  the  majority 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  this  was  the  firbt  proposition  he  had 
ever  heard  in  that  body  to  prevent  the  printing  of  a  re- 
port of  a  committee.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  [Mr.  Dxcksrsok]  had  made 
his  reports,  year  after  year,  and  no  objeetion  had  ever 
been  made  to  the  printing  of  them.  The  report  con- 
tained nothing  more  than  the  views  of  the  conmiittee, 
and  the  only  object  was  to  liavc  it  printed.  The  objec- 
tion of  tlie  genUeman  was,  that  he  had  not  had  time  to 
prepare  his  views  on  the  subject,  and,  therefore,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  must  not  be  printed.  How  was  it 
po^ible  for  tlie  honorable  Senator  to  make  a  report  on 
the  part  of  tlie  minority,  when  the  committee  had  made  its 
report,  and  were  consec^uently  dissolved?  If  the  gentle- 
nun  wished  to  present  his  views,  he  could  do  it  in  writing 
or  otherwise.  Ue  had  understood  that  there  was  so  much 
vorkin  the  hands  of  the  public  printer,  thata-if  he  did 
not  get  this  report  now,  it  could  not  be  printed  during 
the  session.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  renew 
the  motion  to  lay  the  report  ou  the  table. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  it  appeared  that  an  entirely  new 
nilc  was  about  to  be  pursued  by  the  Senate — one  unpa- 
nlleled  in  the  annals  of  legislation — tliat  subjects  were  to 
be  sent  to  committees  totally  hostile  to  tlie  objects  asked 
by  the  memorialists,  and  known  to  be  tlius  hostile.  And 
u'hen  those  who  are  friendly  to  a  reduction  of  the  existing 
burdensome  system  of  taxation,  had  been  so  fortunate  as 
^  get  this  subiect  referred  to  a  committee  favorable  to 
their  views,  and  that  committee  had  made  a  report  to  that 
effect,  a  new  rule  was  to.bc  adopted,  «and  that  report  sup- 
pressed. Sir,  said  >Ir.  B.,  political  truths  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  moat  scrutinizing  investigation.  Uo  gen- 
tlemcn  fear  light  upon  their  favorite  schemes,  that  they 
would  thus  chide  inquiry  on  this  subiect?     Was  this  a 


that  even  the  ordinary  courtesy  of  printings  report,  look- 
ing to  that  object,  was  to  be  refused?  He  would  draw  no 
other  inference  from  such  a  course,  but  that^t  was  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  truth,  and  prevent  information  from  going 
abroad  on  this  subject  among  the  people — a  principle  at 
war  with  our  free  representative  Government,  which 
should  seek,  on  all  proper  occasions,  to  enlighten  public 
opinion  on  questions  so  deeply  involving  their  interests, 
rather  than  to  suppress  information;  it  was  characteristic 
of  that  course  of  policy  which  arbitrarily  laid  under 
contribution  the  industry  of  the  g^eat  mass  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  for  the  benefit  of  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  capitalists.  He  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
report  would  be  printed,  and  its  arguments  placed  before 
tlie  people  for  their  calm  consideration.  I}e  said  he  had 
confidence  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  the  North- 


great 

ern  and  Eastern  sections  of  the  country.     Public  opinion, 

in  sontc  of  the  Eastern  States,  he  believed,  was  becoming 

adverse  to  a  continuance  of  the  restj-ictive  pohcy;  and  he 

thought    he  could  see  a  light  arising  in  that  direction, 

which  assured  him  that  the  days  of  this  "system"  were 

numbered. 

The  spirit  of  liberty  wliich  had  early  distinguished  the 
people  of  that  portion  of  our  country,  would  not  much 
longer  tolerate  a  system  which  flourishe4  alone  by  sacri- 
ficing the  interests  of  the  many  to  those  of  the  few.  He 
believed  it  was  now  becoming  well  understood,  that  an 
excessive  degree  of  taxation  was  not  protection  but  op- 
prcsmon. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  was  disposed  to  hear  both  aides 
of  this  question,  and,  therefore,  he  was  in  favor  of  allow- 
ing both  reports,  as  they  took  difierent  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  go  out  together.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Dicskuson]  says  he  will  be  prepared  on 
Monday  to  submit  the  views  of  the  minority;  and,  for  his 
own  part,  he  should  prefer  to  see  them  go  together.  He 
could  then  be  in  favor  of  printing  a  larger  number  of 
copies.  This  had  not,  perhaps,  been  the  usual  practice 
of  the  Senate,  but  it  certainly  had  been  of  the  other 
House .  He  instanced  particularly  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Seminole  War. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  the  object  of  appointing  committees 
was,  to  digest  the  subjects  referrea  to  them,  and  obtain 
their  views  in  aid  of  tlie  action  of  the  Senate.  In  this 
instance,  the  committee  had  not  only  disagreed  in  relation 
to  facts,  but  widely  disagreed  in  their  opinions  deduced 
from  those  facts.  Tiic  minority  ask  to  give  their  views 
in  conjunction  with  the  majority.  Without  this,  he  con- 
ceived that  they  coiild  get  but  a  one-sided  view  of  the 
matter.  He  asked  who  it  was  u\  the  present  case  that 
appeared  to  be  anxious  to  shut  out  the  light?  It  surely 
Wits  not  the  minority.  They  do  not  shrlnlc  from  investi- 
gation. They  rather  court  it.  At  this  late  period  in  the 
session,  it  was  evident  that  there  could  be  no  legislative 
action  upon  it  now.  In  relation  to  its  bcine  unparliamen- 
tary, he  thought  all  legislative  bodies  should  be  governed 
in  their  rules  by  the  eternal  principles  of  justice. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  it  would  give  him  pleasure  to 
gratify  the  views  of  ;dl  in  the  disposal  of  this  subject.  He 
was  willing  to  give  the  people  all  the  information  on  this 
topic  tliat  could  be  given'.  He  could  freely  trust  thtm 
with  the  disposal  of  it.  Though  the  report  had  not  been 
read,  it  was  plainly  understoodthat  it  was  opposed  to  the 
opinions  heretofore  cntAtained  and  expressed  by  the 
Senate;  and  it  was  due  to  the  people  not  to  hold  out  to 
them  the  expectation  that  the  existing  policy  was  about 
to  be  changed,  unless  that  expectation  was  soon  to  be  ve- 
alized.  Tlie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Brow.x,] 
he  conceived,  had  misapplied  the  rule  he  had  adverted  to. 
There  was  no  particular  parliamentary  usage  which  was 
binding  in  the  case.     When  a  legislative  body  had  come 


time  when  the  pcople'of  tiiis  country  liad  every  reason  to  to  a  definite  conclusion  upon  a  subject— when  its  princi 
demand  .a  reduction  of  an  oppresave  system  of  taxation,  |ples  were  settled,  it  could  then  have  no  hesitation  m  Uic 
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direction  to  give  it.  But,  suppose  a  proposition  should 
come  before  them  on  which  it  would  be  quite  impossible 
for  them  to  act — ^a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  for  instance — 
could  the  rule  then  apply } 

Mr.  W.  said  he  could  have  no  motive  in  wishing  to  with- 
hold the  printing  of  this  document;  on  the  contrary,  he 
would  be  willing  to  have  a  larger  number  printed;  but  he 
thought  it  was  due  to  all  that  both  sides  of  the  question 
should  be  heard.  In  relation  to  the  report,  he  could  en- 
tertain no  doubt,  from  the  respectable  character  of  the 
committee,  that  it  contained  many  able  arguments  and 
clear  views  of  the  subject.  He  would  go  further.  He 
had  no  doubt  he  would  approve  of  it  on  many  points. 
There  were  some  positions  taken  in  the  memorials  refer- 
red, which  met  his  hearty  concurrence. 

After  some  further  observations, 

Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  report  be  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  This  course  would, 
perhaps,  meet  the  views  of  all. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he^  disagreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Webster]  most  widely  in  his 
views  of  parliamentaiy  usage.  He  contended  that  it  was 
the  practice  to  commit  matters  to  a  committee  iavorable  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  propositions  they  contained. 
Such  was  the  doctrine  of  Jefferson,  and  such  was  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  by  all  the  British  writers  on  parliamentary 
law.  The  reasoning  was,  that  the  lamb  should  not  be  sent 
to  the  wolf— that  being"  to  ensure  its  destruction.  It  did 
not,  of  course,  apply  to  the  case  of  bills  peculiarly  disre- 
spectful to  the  feelings  of  all,  or  in  direct  contravention 
to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution — such  as  the  one  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Websteb,] 
proposing  a  dissolution  of  the  Union — and  he  hoped  these 
words  were  not  used  by  that  gentleman  invidiously. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.     Not  at  all— I  had  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Por  I  will  not  yield  in  my  attachment 
to  this  Union,  even  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  TYLER  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition  to  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Webster  to  refer  the  renort  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures.  A  report  on  the  same  subject 
had  been  made  by  that  committee  at  the  last  session.  He 
thought  that  one  must  be  very  fond  of  scribbling,  (though 
he  did  not  doubt  the  purity  of  the  gentleman's  motives,) 
to  wish  to  make  a  report  on  the  same  subject  every  year. 
This  report  was  merely  a  counter  report  to  that  submitted 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  last  year — a  rejoinder.  We 
have  now,  said*  Mr.  T.,  our  butter  and  our  rebutter.  The 
honorable  chairman,  he  contended,  could  attain  his  object 
simply  by  ordering  his  last  year's  report  lobe  printed  with 
this,  and  let  them  go  to  the  world  together.  He  presumed 
that  no  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  gentleman's 
views  upon  the  subject  within  the  last  year. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  replied.  He  was  sure  the  delay  till 
Monday  was  an  inconsiderable  One;  but  he  was  willinf?:  the 
question  should  first  be  taken  on  the,  motion  of  Mr.  Web- 
HTKR  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  HAYNE  then  rose,  and  said,  that  he  now  distinctly 
understood  that  the  proposition  in  its  present  form  is,  to 
recommit  the  report  of  the  select  committee  before  it  had 
been  either  read  or  printed — ^before  any  member  of  this 
House  (except  the  committee)  are  even  acquainted  with 
its  contents;  and  to  do  this  when  it  is  known  that  the  effect 
of  tlie  recommitment  will  be  to  prevent  the  printing  of 
the  report  during  the  present  session.  But  this  is  not  all; 
it  is  proposed  to  commit  a  report  (of  tlie  contents  'of 
which  nothing  is  known,  but  tliat  it  is  favorable  to  a  re- 
duction of  the  dut^'  on  iron)  to  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures— Si  committee  known  to  be  opposed  to  such  a 
reduction.  Such  a  motion,  made  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, he  would  undertake  to  s.'iy,  was  not  only  without  an 
example  in  the  history  of  either  branch  of  Congress,  but 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  parliamentary  pro- 


ceedings any  where.  When  a  committee  had  examined 
any  subject  submitted  to  them  by  the  Senate,  and  had 
made  a  report,  the  printing-  of  such  report  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  members  was  altogether  a  matter  of  course. 
It  is  not  even  proposed  to  print  any  extra  number  of  co- 
pics  for  distribution,  but  simply  to  print  the  report  for  the 
use  of  the  members,  as  every  bill,  every  report,  and  every 
resolution,  is  disposed  of  by  the  uniform  pract'ce  of  tliis 
House.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  now  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate  for  near  eight  years,  and  he  had  never  known  an 
objection  made  to  printing  the  report  of  any  committee, 
on  any  subject;  and  he  called  upon  every  member  of  this 
body  to  say  whether  they  ever  knew  or  heard  of  such 
proceedings.  The  mere  act  of  printing  a  report,  com- 
mitted the  Senate  in  no  way  to  an  approval  of  any  thing* 
it  contained — it  was  merely  for  information,  and  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  judge  what  course  ought  to  be  taken  with 
regard  to  it.  The  Senate  might  agree  or  disagree  to  the 
report,  or  might,  after  examination,  recommit  it  for  fur- 
ther examination.  But  here  they  were  called  upon  to 
take  an  important  step,  which,  in  parliamentary  usagt*, 
amounted  to  a  decision  that  the  subject  had  not  been  fairly 
examined — witJiout  even  making  fliemselves  acquainted 
with  the  contents  of  the  report.  Mr.  H.  would  present, 
in  behalf  of  this  committee,  no  claim  to  the  respect  or 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  which  was  not  due  to  every 
committee  which  they  mig-ht  think  proper  to  create.  But 
he  could  say  that  an  act  more  unprecedentcci  or  extraor- 
dinary could  not  be  conceived,  than  to  raise  a  committee, 
refer  to  them  an  important  question,  and,  when  their  re- 
port is  received,  without  hearing  it  read,  or  having  it 
printed,  to  refer  it  back  to  another  committee  (and  one 
known  to  be  hostile)  for  rc-examinatlon.  Why  was  it, 
he  would  ask,  that  such  a  course  was  to  be  pursued  on  the 
present  occasion?  Because  it  was  dcemed-necessary  that 
the  views  of  those  fiivorable  to  a  reduction  of  duties 
should  not  have  the  same  opportunity  of  being  known, 
that  had  invariably  been  extended  to  views  of  »n  oppo- 
site character.  For  years  past  has  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures issued  their  annual  reports,  pointing*  out  the 
excellencies  of  the  American  sjstem,  anddeprecatingany 
reduction  of  duties  whatever.  Only  last  year,  a  report 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Dick- 
ERsox,]  in  reply  to  a  memorial  of  these  very  Philsidelpliia 
blacksmiths,  denouncing  them  and  their  petition.  These 
reports  had  all  been  printed  and  circulated  without  objec- 
tion. In  no  instance  had  the  attempt  been  made  to  force 
upon  the  Senate  a  counter  report,  or  to  send  out  an  an- 
swer along  with  the  report.  We  have  waited  until  we 
could  have  a  chance  of  presenting  our  views  of  this  ques- 
tion. For  the  first  time  in  several  years,  this  has  been 
now  afforded  us;  and  yet  gentlemen  rise  up,  and  refuse 
us  the  poor  privilege  even  of  being  heard.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey, who  is  at  their  head,  have  been  heard — repeatedly, 
fully,  and  patiently  heard.  The?  were  heard  last  year 
on  this  very  question — ^the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  iron. 
We  now  claim  to  be  heard  inieply,  and  it  is  to  be  refused 
us.  Gentlemen  refuse  even  to  listen  to  what  we  have  to 
say.  After  they  have  heard  us,  let  them,  if  they  choose, 
recommit  our  report  or  disagree  to  it,  or  dispose  of  it  aa 
they  think  proper.  But  to  condemn  it  unheard,  to  com- 
mit it  without  knowing  its  contents,  he  must  consider  as 
the  most  exceptionable  proceeding  that  he  had  ever  wit- 
nessed here  or  elsewhere.  In  another  view  of  this  ques- 
tion, it  was  still  more  objectionable.  The  subject  of  the 
reduction  of  duties  was  one  which  had  deeply  excited  a 
large  portion  of  this  Union.  Are  we  to  be  told,  said  Mr. 
H.,  that  we  arc  not  to  be  heard?  This  is  a  subject,  Mr. 
President,  in  which  I  am  afraid  to  tinist  my  feelings.  I 
came  here,  sir,  with  very  slender  hopes,  indeed,  I  can 
hardly  say  that  I  had  any,  that  this  system  would  rcceivt- 
some  modification  fronn  Congress.     I  am  sony  to  say  that 
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I  have  so  far  perceiTcd  no  indications  of  anr  disposition 
here  to  refieve  the  people  from  the  burdens  ot  this  protect- 
ing sjTstem.  For  tWs,  I  was,  however,  prepared;  but,  I 
will  confessy  sir,  I  was  not  prepared  for  a  deliberate  refu- 
sal, on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  even  to  print  s  report  pre- 
senting^ our  views,  to  find  them  condemned,  unheard,  and 
unknown,  by  an  instant  Kcomraitment  of  the  report  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufacture s*-a  committee  known  to 
be  hostile  to  them,  where  the  report  must  remain  buried 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session.  If  this  must  be  so,  I 
claim  a  solemn  decision  on  so  important  a  question,  and, 
therefore,  ask  that  it  may  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

They  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  very  sorry  to  see  that  this 
subject  should  excite  any  warmth  in  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr^  Hatns.]  He  disclaimed  the  mo- 
tives attributed  to  him.  He  denied  any  intention  to  pre- 
vent the  sentiments  of  the  comniittce  from  being  heard. 
Had  he  not  said  he  would  vote  for  any  number  of  copies 
the  gentleman  might  propose?  What  grievance,  then, 
was  there  in  the  course  proposed?  The  gentleman  had 
already  remarked  that  the  business  before  the  public 
printer  was  so  pressing,  that,  unleas  it  was  delivered  imme- 
diately, it  could  not  be  performed.  It  was  objected  to 
refemng  the  report  without  reading.  It  was  with  a  view 
to  save  tlic  time  of  the  Senate,  that  tliis  course  was  pro- 
posed. After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  W.  concluded, 
by  saying  he  should  still  vote  for  the  printing,  and  refer- 
ence of  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  KING,  and  Mr.  SMIl^H,  of  Maryland,  next  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  against  the  motion,  and  the  question 
was  then  taken  on  the  printing  alone,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  unanimous  vote.  > 

Mr.  HAYNE  asked,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  select 
committee,  that  a  censure  might  not  be  cast  upon  them 
in  sending  their  report  to  another  committee.  The  course 
proposed  was  unprecedented. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  should  vote  for*  the  reference, 
and  could  not  see  in  what  manner  it  would  be  a  censure 
oiTany  body. 

Mr.  FOOT  sMd  such  a  course  was  altogether  unprece- 
dented. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  said  tint  his  object  bad  been  to 
accommodate  all  sides;  but  as  he  had  failed  in  so  doing, 
to  save  the  time  of  the  Senate,  he  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table. 

I'he  question  on  this  motion  beingp- taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  it  was  decided  in  the  aifinnative — ^23  to  20. 

[So  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  decision 
of  this  motion  in  tlie  affirmative  had  the  effect  to  prevent 
the  printing.  It  is  understood  that  the  views  jof  the  com* 
mittee  are  in  fiivor  of  a  reduction  of  the  dutj  on  iron  im- 
ported.] 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BELL. 

The  Senate  again  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1831 — ^the  question  being  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
as  ye&terday  amended. 

Mr.  FOOT  rose  to  make  a  few  general  remarks  on 
the  increasing  expenditures  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  F.  said,  we  are  indeed  fallen  on  evil  times.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  **  searching  operation,"  mentioned  by  Gene- 
r&IJackson  iif  his  inaugural  address,  has  become  indispensa- 
ble to  save  the  treasury  from  bankruptcy.  The  siren  song 
of  retrenchment,  economy,  and  reform,  has  lost  its  fasci- 
nating charms.  Broad  and  bold  assertions  will  no  longer 
be  received  as  proof  of  economy,  while  the  public  docu- 
ments prove  them  tube  faJse;  the  people  will  no  longer  be 
deceived  by  these  hackneyed  terms,  nor  can  the  present 
administration  be.screencd  from  censure  by  chaiiging  their 
predecessors  with  *<  wasteful  extravagance,"  when  the  docu- 


ments furnish  convincing  proof  that  the  present  is  the 
most  exti'avagant  administration  that  has  ever  wielded  the 
destinies  of  the  nation.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  documents  in  proof  of  his  assertion,  and  pre- 
sented a  statement  taken  from  the  printed  reports  from 
the  departments,  from  which  he  gave  the  comparative 
expenditures  between  the  two  last  years  of  Mi*.  Adams's 
administration,  and  the  two  first  of  General  Jackson's. 
Appropriations  in  1827,      -  -        $1LS15,568  95 

1828,       -  •  12,326,482  59 


Making 


In  tlie  year  1829,    - 
Do.  1830,    - 


$23,642,051  54 

$11,766,524  65 
14,844,090  69 


Total  in  the  two  first  years  of  General 
Jackson's  economical  administration,  $26,610,615  34 

Making  an  excess '  of  expenditure  in 
two  years,  above  the  expense  in  Mr. 
Adams's  administration,  of  -        $^,968,563  80 


And  of  this  excess,  nearly  half  in  the 

civil  list — 
Civil  list,  1827,       - 
1828,       - 


Making 


Civil  list,  1829, 
1830, 


$2,387,302  53 
2,352,461  81 


Making  an  excess,  in  the  civil  list  alone 
during  the  two  first  years  of  General 
Jackson's  administration, 

The  amount  of  appropriations  contained 
in  the  bill  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  1831,  now  under  conside- 
ration, as  passed  by  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives,    -  -  - 

Proposed  amendmenti  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance  of  the  Senate, 

Making  in  the  whole. 


$1,718,837  04 
1,737,887  35 

$3,456,724  39 


$4,739,764  34 


$1,233,039  95 


$2,050,779  64 

121,000  00 

$2,171,779  64 


This  extraordinary  increase  of  expenditure  speaks  a 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood.  If  any  Senator  doubts 
the  fact,  let  him  examine  the  printed  documents,  and  he 
will  find  the  statement  corect — ^the  statement  before  him 
was  taken  f^om  those  documents. 

Do  you  ask,  how  can  these  things  be  ?  It  is  easily  ac- 
coimted  for  by  the  increased  expense  in  every  depart- 
ment—by establishing  new  bureaus — by  creating  new 
ofTices-— by  increasing  salaries  and  contingent  expenses — 
by  increasing  the  number  of  clerks^ and  by  every  other 
possible  means  for  rewarding  political  partisans.  Fifty- 
two  additional  pages  in  the  Blue  Book,  of  names  of  offi- 
cers, will  pve  some  evidence  of  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber— ^tiie  recalling  of  four  ministers,  and  Sonne  charges 
d'affaires,  will  account  for  about  $80,000  increased  ex- 
pense during  the  first  year  of  this  economical  administra- 
tion— the  office  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury',  created  at 
the  last  session  to  perform  a  part  of  tlie  duties  of  tJie 
Fifth  Auditor,  as  ag^nt  for  the  treasury,  has  called  for  an 
extra  appropriation  of  near  $10,000. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  we  need  the  aid  and  faithful  services 
of  another  "radical  committee,"  as  the  select  commitce 
of  1820  has  been  called  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  which  he  hwnself  has  acknowledged  saved  three 
millionft  of  dQlkii*s  to  the  treasury,  to  "arrest  the  progress 
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of  the  Oovemnient  in  its  downward  road  to  bankruptcy 
and  ruin. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Various  other  amendments  were  made,  and  the  bill 
having  been  got  through  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  and  amendments  were  reported  to  the  Senate;  and 

The  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wxb- 
sTxn  coming  up.  Mi*.  SMITH,  of  Mar}'land,  moved  to 
strike  out  from  the  salary  of  a  drogt>raan,  $500 \  which  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  HAYNE  moved  to  strike  out  the  provision  for  a 
student  of  languages;  which  was  determined  in  tiie  affir- 
mative— ^ycaa  29,  nays  13. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  tlie  amendment  of  Mr. 
Wbbstsb,  as  amended,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barf  on.  Bell,  Benton,  Brown, 
Bun\et,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Dudley,  Ellis,  For- 
syth, Frelinghuyscn,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Livingston, 
Marks,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sanford, 
Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webster, 
Woodbury.— 39. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Foot,  McKinley,  RuggJes. — 4.  ' 

Mr.  BIBB  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  yesterday 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ttler;  but  gave  way  for 

Mr.  KING,  who  moved  to  strike  out  all  afler  the  word 
«*  Provided,**  and  insert  a  proviso  more  general  in  its  na- 
ture, referring  not  only  to  the  present  and  past  administra- 
tion, but  to  all  former  administrations. 

Af^er  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Woodbubt, 
Wbbstsr,  and  Holmks, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
as  first  to^  determine  on  striking  out. 

The  question  was  negatived-^yeas  19,  nays  23. 

Mr.  KING  now  renewed  a  motion  he  had  before  made, 
to  strike  out  from  the  proviso  the  words  *•  by  the  Presi- 
dent alone,"  and  *<  a  treaty;'*  but  the  motion  was  declared 
not  to  be  in  order,  the  Senate  having  Just  determined  that 
it  would  not  strike  out  any  part  after  the  word  **  Pro- 
vided." 

Mr.  BIBB  now  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  proviso,  which,  after  an  explanation  by  Mr. 
TvLKft,  of  his  object  in  offering  it,  disckming  any  inten- 
tion of  giving  it  a  particular  application  to  the  President, 
was  determined  in  the  negative,  as  follows:        « 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dudley, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Kane,  King,  Livingston,  McKinley, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Troup,  Woodbury.— 17. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Clayton,  Ellis,  Foot,  Frelinghuyscn,  Hayne,  Hen- 
dricks, Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marks,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Sprague,  Taze- 
well, Tyler,  Webster.— 25. 

Mr.  Kakb's  amendment  was  amended,  by  striking  out 
the  words  *' in  addition  to,"  and  inserting  the  words,  in 
aid  of,  and  thus  amended  was  ag^reed  to. 

So  the  sixth  amendment  was  agreed  to 'as  follows: 

«« For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  chargi  d'affaires  and  a 
drogoman  at  Constantinople,  and  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  legation,  $36,500:  that  is  to  say,  for  the  out- 
tit  of  a  charge  d'affaires,  $4,500;  for  the  salary  of  the  same, 
$4,500;  for  the  salary  of  a  drogoman,  $2,500;  for  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  legation,  $25,000.   ' 

9*  For  compensation  to  the  persons  heretofore  employed 
in  our  intercourse  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  further 
sum  of  $15,000,  in  aid  of  the  sum  of  $25,000,  appro- 
priated for  tiic  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercoui-se: 
Provide  ahoaya^  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  as  sanctioning,  orm  any  way  approving,  the 
appointmetit  of  theae  persons  by  the  President   alone, 


during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  without  their  advice 
and  consent,  as  commissioners  to  neg^itiate  a  treaty  with 
the  Ottoman  Porte." 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  ttf  be  engi'ossed, 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  tliird  time;  and  then 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

M037DAT,  FKHBrAHT  '28. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  NOBLE. 

On. the  Senate  being  called  to  order— 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  rose,  and  sud,  it  becomes,  Mr.  Pres- 
dent,  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  the  Senate  the  death 
of  my  respected  coUeague.  He  departed  this  life  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  at  ten  o'clock.  His  services  in  this 
body  have  been  faithftil  ^tnd  uninterrupted  for  the  last 
fifleen  years.  They  have  been  honorable  to  himself,  ami 
useful  to  his  country;  but  man  gutth  to  his  long  home, 
and  with  him  these  services  have  terminated  in  the  meri- 
dian uf  life.  He  had  indeed  lived  to  see  his  early  asso- 
ciates in  the  business  of  this  House  retire  to  other  spheres 
of  hfe,  or,  like  himself,  pass  nlenlly  into  the  grave;  yet  his 
friends  might  reasonably  have  hoped  and  expected  for  him 
a  longer  period  of  usefulness  and  distinction.  On  an  oc- 
currence like  the  present,  and  especially  standing,  ssl  do, 
in  the  midst  of  a  circle  so  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
deceased,  it  will  not  be  expected  of  me  to  pronounce  his 
eulogy;  but  1  can  speak,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak 
in  the  language  of  early  and  well-tried  personal  friendship 
of  one  highly  prized,  not  only  by  m}  self,  but  by  the  State 
he  has  so  long  had  the  honor  to  represent,  of  an  individual 
idolized  by  almost  every  circle  In  which  he  ever  moved. 
He  was  a  bold  and  fearless  pohtician,  warm  and  generous 
in  his  feeUngs.  He  had  a  heart  that  responded  to  every 
advance  of  sympathy  and  benevolence  ^a  neart  formed  for 
the  most  ai*dent  attachments.  Open  and  undisguised,  the 
prominent  traits  of  his  character  were  always  before  the 
world;  but  a  long  period  of  fiuniliar  acquaintance  could 
only  develop  the  ardor,  the  devotion,  and  tlie  value  of 
ius  friendship.  For  such  an  associate,  it  may  well  be  per- 
mitted us  to  mourn,  and  well  assured  am  J,  that,  in  paving 
these  last  honors  to  his  memory,  we  are  but  giving  ex- 
pression to  tl)e  feeUngs  of  every  member  of  tlie  Senate. 
His  society  I  have  enjoyed  when  he  was  in  health.  In 
sickness  I  have  frequently  been  near  him,  and  endeavored 
to  soothe  his  hourr  uf  anguish  and  distress;  and  1  had  an 
opportunity  of  watching  with  intense  anxiety,  and  great 
solicitude,  the  last  moments  of  his  life. 

Mr.  BURNET  then  subnutted  the  f9Uowtng  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to: 

Reaohedy  vnanimousfy.  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  the  Hon. 
James  Noblk,  deceased,  which  will  take  place  at  half  past 
eleven  o'clock  this  day,  and  that  tlie  Senate  will  attend 
the  same;  and  that  notice  of  this  event  be  given  to  iho 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  upon  being  yesterday  informed  of  the  death  of  the 
late  Senator  from  Indiana,  he  had  appointed  a  Committer 
of  Arrangement,  and  pall  bearers;  and  hoped  the  coursi- 
he  had  pursued  would  not  be  disapproved  of. 

Mr.  fiURNET  then  submitted  the  following  resolution!*; 
which  were  adopted: 

Raolvedf  unanimouafy.  That  the  members  of  the  Sen- 
ate, from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  n  - 
spect  due  to  the  memory  of  the  Hun.  Jamss  Noatt,  dc* 
ceased^  their  late  associate,  will  g^  into  mourning  for  h.T>^ 
for  one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  crape  round 
the  leA  arm. 

Eesohed,  unanimou$fy.  That,  as  an  additional  fatrk  i>r 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Jakks  Noblb,  the 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

[The  body  of  the  deceased  was  tlien  brought  into  the 
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chamber  of  the  Senate,  and  placed  in  frorit  of  the;  Secre- 
tary's desk.  Soon  after  which,  tlie  House  of  Rcpresen- 
utives,  preceded  by  their  Speaker  and  Clerk,  together 
with  their  Sergeaat-at-Arms,  entered  the  chamber,  and 
were  immediately  followed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
St-atcs,  the  Heads  of -Departments,  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  who  respectively  took  the  seats  prepared 
for  them.  The  Chaplain  to  the  Senate  (the  Rev.  Mr. 
Johns)  then  rose,  and  delivered  an  eloquent  and  vciy 
impressive  address,  which  was  followed  by  a  fervent 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  the  ChapUin  to  the 
house.  A  procession  was  then  formed,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Eastern  Branch  burial  ground,  where  the  remains 
of  the  deceased  were  solemnly  interred.] 

At  half  past  one  o'clock  the  Senate  again  assembled. 

>Ir.  WEBSTER  said,  that,  supposing  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  was  prepared  to  make  the 
counter  report,  (of  which  he  had  spoken  on  Saturday,)  he 
would  move  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  t!ie  subject  of  a  reduction  of  th«  duties  on  iron,  with 
a  view  to  ordering  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  H AYNE  withdrew  the  motion  wliich  was  made  by 
Mr.  WsBSTKR  on  Saturday,  and  accented  by  him,  for  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Manutactures;  and  so  the 
printing  was  ordered. 

Mr.  DICKERS  ON  then  presented  a  paper,  which  he 
stated  to  b«  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  select  com- 
nuttee;  but  the  CHAIR  declared  that  it  could  not  be  receiv- 
ed as  such. 

Mr.  D.  then  presented  it  as  an  individual  Senator. 

>lr.  H AYNE  called-for  the  reading  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table,  with  ft  view  to  five  an  opportunity  to  prder  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  as  amended,  to  a  third  reading. 
•  On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  it 
was  decided  in  tlie  negative-*- 15  to  20. 

The  question  tlien  being  on  receiving  the  paper,  a 
short  debate  arose  between  Messrs.  Kino,  Dicksbsox, 
and  Hatztb;  which  was  arrested  by  a  motion  of  Mr.  Foot 
to  lay  it  on  the  table;  which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  it  was  ordered,  that 
when  the  Senate  take  a  recess  to-day,  it  shall  be  till  six 
o'clock  P.  M. 

KTININC    SESSIOV. 

Tlie  Senate  met  again  at  six  o'clock,  and  continued  in 
session  till  eleven.  A  g^eat  number  of  bills  was  passed,  but 
nothing  of  material  importance  was  transacted. 


TrxsDAT,  Mabcb  1. 
DUTIES    ON  IRON. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  moved  tiiat  the  Senate  now  proceed 
toconader  the  paper  yeaterday  submitted  hj  him  as  the 
\iew9  of  the  minority  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject  of  reducing  the  duties  on  iron. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  would  be  glad  to  know  what 
course  should  be  adopted  respecting  it  when  taken  up~- 
if  it  were  intended  to  have  it  printed  as  an  ar^ment 
against  the  report  of  the  select  committee  which  he  had 
presented,  he  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  would 
have  any  objection  to  his  having  an  answer  to  that  argu- 
ment  in  like  manner  printed.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee— of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  had  already  been 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  document  of  the  gentleman 
<Tom  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  DicKSBsoir,]  which  exhibited  the 
news  of  the  minority  of  that  committee,  could  not  now 
go  with  it  unless  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  original 
report  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  To  this  he  would 
bare  no  objection,  provided  his  answer  or  rejoinder  to 
that  argument  went  along  with  it.  If  the  prinUnr  of  the 
original  report  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  had  not  in  the 
first  place  been  refused — a  course  which  had  been  well 
iud  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Kiko]  was  alto- 
Vol.  YH.— 21 


gether  unprecedented!,  and  out  of  the  regtilar  mode 
adopted  with  every  report  of  a  committee,  he  [Mr. 
Hayxk]  might  not  have  thought  of  standing  on  his  right. 
As  it  was,  he  conceived  he  had  an  equal  right,  if  this 
practice  of  allowing  individual  members  of  a  committee 
to  print  their  arguments  against  a  report  were  tolerated, 
to  expect  his  rejoinder  to  that  argument  to  be  printed — 
and  it  the  gentleman  chose  to  reply  to  that,  he  [Mr.  H.] 
would  be  prepared  with  a  replication  to  that  argfument, 
and  thus  go  on  and  a^k  for  all  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Ml".  DICKERSON  replied  that  his  sole  object  was  to 
present  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  on 
the  subject.  But  he  only  presented  it  as  the  views  of 
himselr  and  another  in  their  individual  capacity,  and  as 
individuals  they  had  a  right  to  ask  for  those  views  to  be 
printed.  It  was  a  right  which  they  in  common  wiUi 
others  possessed;  and  was  it  not  the  case  that  the  views  of 
individuals  respecting  the  subjects  of  memorials  even 
were  frequently  printed?  He  would  have  no  objection  to 
the  gentleman's  rejoinder  being  printed,  provided  he 
was  informed  what  it  would  be;  but,  before  deciding,  it 
would  be  but  proper  to  know  something  respecting  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  said,  if  this  practice  were 
sanctioned,  it  would  put  an  end  to  all  their  former  rules  of 
proceeding;  it  was  unparliamentary  and  quite  unprece- 
dented. It  would  now  appear  that  we  were  to  have  a 
counter  report — an  answer  to  that,  and  thus  he  did  not 
know  where  it  was  to  have  an  end.  The  subject  ap- 
peared to  lead  to  debate;  there  were  many  bills  from  the 
other  House  which  it  was  necessary  to  take  up  without 
lots  of  time^  and  he  would  therefore  move  that  the  paper 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  for  his  part  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  plan  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Hatxe]  had  laid  out  for  himself  to  pursue, 
if  he  [Mr.  H.]  were  allowed  also  to  adopt  it,  and  to 
write  during  the  recess,  while  time  might  hang  heavy  on 
his  hands,  a  further  replication  to  the  gentleman's  repli- 
cation, and  this  too  to  be  printed  at  the  public  expense. 
He  had  also,  he  confessed,  like  the  honorable  Senator,  a 
penchant  for  making  an  occasional  speech,  and  for  seeing 
himself  in  print  now  and  aeain;  and  he  hoped,  if  this  new 
system  were  to  be  adopted,  that  the  privilege  which  he 
laid  claim  to,  would  also  be  extended  to  him. 

Mr.  CLAYTOIJ  suggested  that  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  DicxxBsoiijmiglit  better  accomplisli  his  pur- 
pose, if  the  Comtyuttee  on  Manufactures,  of  which  he  was 
chairman,  were  to  report  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  exphdned,  and  insisted  on  his  ri^t, 
from  former  precedents,  that  his  paper,  which  exhibited 
a  view  of  two  individuiJs  who  bad  formed  a  minority  of 
the  committee,  should  be  received;  and  said,  if  it  were  not 
intended  to  carry  the  matter  ad  infinUutn,  the  Setutfe  could 
say  where  it  was  to  stop. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Hatvx  and  Mr. 
Knro,  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smith's  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  when  it  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  19 
to  12. 

Mr.  HAYNE  then  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
original  motion  for  the  receiving  of  Mr.  Dickx^boh's 
report,  wliich  was  still  pending,  that  the  views  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  in  replication  to  that  paper  be 
also  printed. 

The  question  on  this  last  amendment  being  first  taken, 
it  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Hatkk  handed  in  the  replica- 
tion accordingly. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that,  in  regard  to  a  report  from  a 
minority  of  a  committee,  although,  strictly  speaking,  there 
could  be  no  such  thing,  as  a  committiee  was  a  regular 
appointed  body  and  constituted  a  whole,  still,  although  it 
might  be  irregular  for  the  minority  to  report  as  such,  in  a 
case  like  the  present,  he  thought  they  yrtre  entitled  tp 
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g'ive  their  views  as  individuails  on  the  policy  of  a  measure 
to  which  they  had  always  been  opposed,  and  which  went 
to  recommend  a  system  to  the  country  which  was  alto- 
g-ether  new.  He  would  therefore  vote  in  favor  of  the 
document  being  received. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  woidd  vote  ag'ainst  it,  because 
he  thought  any  otiier  individual  in  tiie  Senate  liad  an 
equal  right  to  offer  his  views  on  the  sul>ject,and  have  them 
printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receiving  the  paper 
presented  by  Mr.  Dickersok,  when  the  motion  was  car- 
ried by  a  vote  of  19  to  18. 

Mr.  SMIl'H,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  when  tlie  Senate 
adjourn  to-day,  it  shall  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  at  ten 
o'clock.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of 
the  United  States  was  then  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  said,  the  object  of  this  important 
and  long  desired  measure  was  to  enable  the  Government, 
in  proper  cases,  and  by  a  just  and  safe  proceeding,  to 
compromise  with  certain  of  its  insolvent  debtors.  He 
looked  on  this  object  as  equally  politic  and  humane.  The 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  was  a  delicate  one;  man^ 
practical  consequences  ordinarily  sprang  from  it;  and  it 
was  not  expedient  that  large  numbers  of  persons  should 
bear  this  relation  to  the  Government,  without  the  hope  of 
ever  changing  it.  It  naturally  cherished  feelings  not  the 
most  friendly,  to  the  discharge  of  social  and  political  du- 
ties. Hopelesn  debt,  too,  terminates  the  active  agency 
and  effective  efforts  of  most  of  those  who  have  become 
subject  to  it.  Their  exertions,  their  enterprise,  their  use- 
fulness, are  in  a  great  meamre  lost  to  society.  Few  will 
struggle  under  a  weight  which  they  know,  struggle  as 
they  may,  can  never  be  moved.  .  Few  will  exert  them- 
selves, under  the  consciousness  that  the  utmost  exertion 
will  never  enable  them  to  throw  off  or  to  break  the  chain 
which  binds  them,  and  to  place  tiiemselves  again  in  a  con- 
dition to  enter  the  emplo^'ments,  the  business,  and  th'e 
engagements  of  society.  It  was  wise,  therefore,  in  his 
opmion,  that  every  hopelessly  insolvent  debtor  to  Govern- 
ment should  be  Me  to  ask  inquiry  into  his  case,  and  the 
causes  of  his  inability,  and  to  show  his  honesty  and  his  mis- 
fortune, and  then  have  the  power  of  making  his  peace 
with  his  creditor;  to  have  his  quietus,  in  the  language  of 
the  old  law,  and  be  encouraged,  once  more,  to  such  ef- 
forts, and  such  services,  as  his  social  and  domestic  duties 
amy  require  of  him. 

This  being  the  general  object  of  tile  bill,  said  Mr.  W ., 
it  proceeds,  in  the  first  place,  to  distinguish  clearly  and 
broadly  between  mere  debt  and  official  delinquency.  This 
distinction  is  founded,  not  only  in  true  policy,  but  in  cor- 
rect morals  also.  Unpaid  debt  is  one  thing;  violated  trust 
very  louch  another  thing.  Delinquency,  or  failure  in  the 
discharge  of  official  duty,  finds  neither  favor  nor  indul- 
gence in  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  Principals  in 
official  bonds,  and  all  persons'  who  have  received  money 
to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  or  who  have  received  it  from 
the  treasury,  for  public  disbursement,  are  cut  off  from  all 
its  benefits.  This  is  just.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark, 
however,  tliat,  in  the  history  of  our  Government,  the  pub- 
lic has  lost  infinitely  less  by  public  debtors,  than. by  public 
officers  and  servants,  ^ix  or  seven  hundred  millions  of 
dollars  have  been  received  into  the  treasury,  almost  all 
by  being  first  secured  by  bond,  with  only  a  loss  of  the  half 
of  one  per  cent.  This  fact  speaks  much,  not  only  to  the 
credit  of  the  system,  but  abq  for  the  integrity  and  punc- 
tuality of  the  American  mercantile  chM*acter.  No  Go- 
vernment in  the  world,  I  believe,  collects  its  revenues 
with  more  certainty,  or  more  economy,  than  ours.  But  it 
nuLst  be  coi\fessed,  that  when  we  proceed  to  the  next 


stcige,  and  look  into  the  disbui*8cmeuts  made  out  of  tiie 
treasury  for  the  objects  of  Government,  and  tothedejfrce 
of  fidelity  and  correctness  which  has  there  prevailed,  our 
experience  has  been  far  less  gratifying.  The  selected 
servants  of  the  (Government  have  H)st  us  tliousandtt,  where 
those  whom  the  laws  and  the  course  of  business  have 
compelled  to  become  our  debtors  at  the  custom-liousc, 
have  hardly  lost  us  a  dollar.  The  mercantile  diaracUr  bu 
richly  earned  titis  distinction.  In  all  times  it  has  shovn 
itself  worthy  to  be  relied  on;  in  all  times,  in  prosperity  and 
adversity,  in  peace  and  in  war,  amidst  all  the  events  that 
usually  affect  national  income,  or  shock  svstems  of  finance, 
the  Government  has  always  felt  that  what  was  due  to  it 
from  the  commercial  community  was  to  be  counted  on  as 
so  much  already  in  its  coffera.  Debtors  of  this  class,  be- 
coming insolvent  without  imputation  of  fraud  or  dishones- 
ty, have  fair  claims  to  a  discharge.  On  the  other  band, 
let  the  severity  of  the  law  continue  towards  public  delin- 
quency. Let  tliose  who  solicit  public  trusts  understand, 
once  for  all,  that  a  rigorous  rule  will  be  applied;  that  a 
perfect  account'ng  will  be  exacted;  and  that  debts,  cr«- 
ated  by  disregarded  duty,  and  a  violated  trust,  is  a  fetter 
never  to  be  broken. 

The  bill,  sirr  proposes  a  public  and  open  proceetrmg, 
to  ascertain  the  facts  in  each  particular  case.  The  in- 
solvent debtor  is  to  apply  by  petition,  setting  forth  the 
facts  of  bis  case.  The  petition  is  to  be  referred  to  com- 
missioners, who  are  to  inquire  into  it,  with  power  to  ex- 
amine the  petitioner,  and  any  other  persons,  on  oath, 
respecting  the  whole  matter  before  them;  and  they  *k  to 
be  attended  by  an  agent  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
to  interpose  objections,  and  demand  explanations  of  wliat- 
ever  may  appear  to  require  explanation.  The  facts  thus 
ascertained  are  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  and  thereupon  he  is  authorized  to  compound 
and  compromise  the  debt,  according  to  the  circumstances, 
and  discharge  the  debtor. 

It  might  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  the  bill  would  hare 
provided  that,  in  every  case,  if  no  fraud  or  unfairness 
appeared,  and  clear  insolvency  and  inability  to  pay  were 
made  manifest,  a  discharge  sliould  be  granted  of  course- 
But,  from  what  was  known  in  regard  to  some  existing 
cases,  it  was  thought  better  still  to  leave  the  Secretary 
some  discretion.  It  is  luiown  that  there  are  cases  in  which, 
by  the  contributions  of  friends  and  connexions,  pr  other 
means,(  considerable  sums  would  have  been  paid  if  dis- 
charges could  have  been  obtained;  which  caseb,  withoul 
such  prospect  of  discliarge,  would  be  cases  of  great  and 
total  loss.  So  that  one  effcctof  this  very  measure  will  doubt- 
less be,  to  cause  receipts  into  the  treasury  of  considci-able 
sums,  on  account  of  debts,  no  part  of  which,  without  it, 
would  ever  have  been  collected. 

The  next  important  characteristic  of  the  bill  is,  that  in 
its  operation  it  is  altogether  retrospective.  It  is  nots 
standing  provision.  It  applies  only  to  past  cases.  Its 
object  IS  to  settle  up  and  close  cases  of  insolvency,  lon^ 
since  happening,  and  still  existing;  to  tnake  a  sort  of 
half  century  jubilee,  and  set  all  the  honest  and  unfortunate 
once  more  free  from  the  demands  of  Government  debts. 
We  see  that,  in  the  individual  concerns  of  commercial 
men,  it  is  found  indispensable  that  some  system,  having 
the  actual  effect  of  a  system  of  bankruptcy,  sliould  be 
adopted.  Congress  docs  not  seem  disposed  to  exercise 
its  undisputed  power  of  establishing  such  a  system  for  the 
whole  country,  by  law;  no  State  can  establish  such  » 
system,  except  to  a  partial  extent;  and  moat  of  the  States 
hare  not  attempted  to  provide  any  at  all.  But  voluntan 
assignments,  and  voluntary  discharges,  have  come  into 
very  general  use,  from  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case. 
Individuals  thus  establisli  rules  of  distribution  of  effects, 
and  for  the  discharge  from  debts,  for  llicmselvcs.  But 
(Government  hm  not  the  power  wliich  belongs  thus  to* 
private  creditor.      The  treasury  cannot  compromise  or 
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discharge  the  debt,  in  any  case,  without  full  payment. 
Under  Uiis  act,  as  to  past  obligations,  it  will  possess  that 
power;  and  when  its  operation  shall  have  been  seen  and 
tried  by  experience,  it  will  be  competent  to  Congress  to 
repeat  the  provision,  at  a  proper  time  hcreafler,  or  not  to 
repeat  it,  as  its  wisdom  shall  see  fit. 

As  I  do  not  anticipate  any  objection  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  I  shall  no  longer  press  a  claim  on  that  time  and 
that  attention  of  the  Senate,  wl>!ch  are  demanded  by  so 
m&ny  other  urgent  subjects.  I  wish,  however,  not  to  re- 
sume my  seat  before  I  express  my  sense  of  the  obligation 
which  the  public  is  under  to  the  distingfuished  gentleman 
in  the  other  House,  on  whom  it  devolved,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  there,  to  take  the  lead  in  this  mea- 
sure. I  feel  that  he  has  rendered  a  substantial  service  to 
the  country;  that  the  bill  which  he  has  matured  and 
supported  through  the  House  to  which  he  belongs,  will 
be  a  joyous  relief,  and  a  great  blessing,  to  many  honest 
and  i^uable  citizens;  and  both  useful  and  safe  to  the  Go- 
vernment. I  am  happy  in  seconding  here  that  which  he 
has  so  well  sustained  elsewhere;  and  am  desirous,  for  one, 
of  expressing  my  thanks  for  his  zealous  devotion  to  this 
object,  and  his  successful  lead  in  its  accomplishment 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Senate  then,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  pro^ 
ceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1831.  The  several  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Finance  were  agreed  to,  the  most  import- 
ant of  which  was  to  strike  out  100,000  dollars,  and  insert 
200,000,  as  the  sum  to  be  appi*opriatcd  fur  the  present 
year  for  arming  the  new  fortifications. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  a  further  amendment,  ap- 
propriating $30,000  fur  the,  purchase  of  small  arms  for 
the  militia,  that  amount  having  been  withdrawn  from  the 
fund  for  arming  the  militia,  for  the  purchase  of  artillery. 

Mr.  KING  opposed  the  motion,  and  Mr.  CLAYTON 
supported  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maryland,  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  amendments  were  then  reported  to  tiie  Senate, 
and  severally  concurred  in. 

>Ir.  CLAYTON  renewed  his  motion  to  amend,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption;  which  were 
ordered. 

Messrs.  SMITH,  of  Md.,  KING,  and  HAYNE  opposed 
the  amendment,  and  Messrs.  CHAMBERS  and  CLAYTON 
supported  it. 

The  question  being  finally  put  on  the  amendment,  it 
wa3  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — ^Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clay- 
ton, Dickeijpon,  Frelinghbysen,  Hendricks,  Marks,  Nau- 
dain.  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Silsbee,  Sprague, 
Webster,  Willey.— 17. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Burnet,  EUis, 
Foot,  Fonqrth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane, 
iung.  Knight,  Livingston,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  Bobin- 
son,  Seymour,  Smith,  of  Md.,  Smith,  of  S.  C.>  Tazewell, 
Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbury. — 25* 

CONGRESSIONAL  DOCUMENTS. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  making  provision  for  a  sub- 
scription to  a  compilation  of  Congressional  Documents, 
*'as  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  hoped  it  would  not  be  referred;  if 
it  was,  it  would  have  the  effect  to  destroy  the  bill.  The 
subject  had  been  before  so  fully  discussed  in  the  Senate, 
that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary  a  reference  should  take 
place,  8cc. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  the  proposed  reference  was  un- 
necessary, as  the  subject  had  already  been  before  the 
joint  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  POINDBXTER  then  withdrew  his  motion  for  re- 
commitment,  and  submitted  an  amendment  which  should 
confine  the  selection  to  documents  which  had  already  been 
printed. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  thought  an  amendment  of  this  kind 
would  tend  to  enlarge  the  number  of  volumes  to  be  printed.  * 

Mr.  HAYNE  thourht  the  bill  should  be  referred. 

After  some  remarks  between  Messrs.  CHAMBERS, 
WOODBURY,  HAYNE,  ROBBINS,  and  DICKERSON, 

Mr.  SMITH;  of  Maryland,  moved  to  Uy  the  bill  on  the 
table;  whieh  motion  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane,  Kine,  Mc- 
Kinley, Poindexter,  Robinson,  Sanford,  Smith,  ofMd., 
Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbury.— 20. 

NAYS  .—Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet, Chambers,  Chase,   • 
Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  John- 
ston, Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Naudain,  Bobbins,  Rug^ 
gles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  S.  C.,Spr»gue,  Webster, 
Willey— 23.    '       . 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Iredell,  King,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Sanford, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbu- 
ry.— 16. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton, Bell,  Bin*net,Chambcrs,Chase, 
Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  Living- 
ston, Marl^,  Naudain,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Sils- 
bee, Smith,  of  S.  C,  Sprague,  Webster,  WiHey.— J/. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  spoke  in  iavor  of  his  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  LIVINGSTON  against  it;  when 

Mr.  WOODBURY  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table? 
which  was  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dud- 
ley, Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane,  King, 
McKinley,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbury. — ^21. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  FreHnghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Naudain,  Bobbins, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
Sprague,  Webster,  Willey.— 23. 

After  a  question  from  Mr.  WEBSTER,  and  a  few  ob' 
servations  by  Messrs.  HAYNE  and  KING,  the  latter 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Senate.  This  motion  was  negatived,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Iredell,  King,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  Robinson, 
Sanford,  -Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler, 
Woodbury. — 17. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,'  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Fre- 
linghuysen^  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight, 
Livingston,  Marks,  Naudain,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Se3rmour, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,.  Sprague,  Webster. 
Willey— 27. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Poiwdbxtxr's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane, 
King,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  Bobinson,  Sanford,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Woodbury.— 2ll 
^  NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton, .  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Naudain.  Bobbins, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 
Sprague,  Webster,  Willey.— 23. 
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After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  HAYNE,  he  moved  to 
strike  out  750,  as  the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed, 
which  waa  also  negatived,  thus: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown»  Dickerson, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane,  King,  Mc- 
Kinlcy,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Sanford,  Smith,  cf  Mary- 
land, 'Tazewell,  Tyler,  Woodbury. — 19. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Dudley,  Foot,  Freltnghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  .Johnston,  Knight,  Living^on,  Marks,  Naudain, 
Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Sprague,  Webster,  Willey. — 24.  * 

Mr.  WOODBURY  tlien  submitted  an  amendment,  to 
reduce  the  price  of  the  proposed  printing  twenty  per 
cent,  below  that  paid  to  the  Congress  printer {  which 
motion  was  negatived — 18  to  23, 

Mr.  HAYNE  then  submitted  an .  amendment,  limiting 
the  number  of  volumes  to  be  printed  to  fifteen. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  HENDRICKS, 
who  stated  his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give;  and 
the  amendment  was  negatived,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane,  King,  Mc- 
Kinley,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  Sanford,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Tazewell,  Tyler,  Woodbury.— 20. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Naudain,  Bobbins, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  >South  Carolina, 
Sprague,  Willey,  Webster.— 23. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  new  section,  providing  for  a  subscription  to  a 
proposed  publication  of  a  stereot^-ps  edition  of  the  laws, 
by  Duff  Green. 

This  motion,   after  some,  conversation  between   Mr. 
POINDEXTER  and  Mr.  CLAYTON,  and  the  reading  of 
tlie  report  of  the  Library  Committee  on  the  subject,  was 
rejected,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ellis,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  Iredell,  Poindexter,  Tyler. — 9. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Kane,  King,  Knight, 
Livingston,  McKinley,  Marks,  Naudain,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
son, Ruggles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Sprague,  Tazewell,  Webster,  Willey — 31. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment;  and  the  question  being  put  on  ordering  it  to 
a  third  reading,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Holmes, 
Johnston,  Knight,  Livingston,  Marks,  Naudain,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  of  South 
Carolina,  Sprague,  Webster,  Willey. — 24. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson, 
Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Iredell,  Kane, 
King,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  SaiTford,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Tazewell,  Tyler,  Woodbury.— 19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTEli,  the  Senate  determined 
to  take  a  recess  from  four  to  six  o'clock  P.  M.  this 
evening. 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the 
Postmaster  General,  in  complLince  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  14th  of  May,  1830,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  postage  received  in  that  depart- 
ment from  the  1st  of  April,  1829,  to  the  31st  of  August, 
18^;  which  was  referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  having  stated  that  he  should 
not  again  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Senate  at  the  present 
session,  avuilcd  himself  of  this  opportunity  of  wishing  the 
Senators  a  very  pleasant  return  to  their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess. 


KVENiira  SKSBioir. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  having  retired  from  the  Chair 
of  presiding  officer,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  President  pro  tern* 

The  votes  were,  (first  ballot:) 

For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  -  -  •  Vf 
Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,  -  -  12 
Mr.  Taaewell,  of  Virginia,  -        -        -      3 

Scattering,  - 4 

On  a  second  balloting,  fhere  were 
For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,      -        -       -    18 

Mr.  Tazewell, 9 

Mr.  Bell, -      8 

Scatterings  ----..-     2 
On  a  third  balloting,  there  were 

For  Ml*.  Smith,  of  Maryland,      <         -        -    15 

Mr.  Tazewell, 21 

Scattering, 3 

So  Mr,  Tazewell  was  elected  President  pro  icmi-'ort 
of  the  Senate. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  TAZEWELL  rose,  and  with  a  pro- 
fes«on  of  his  sincere  distrust  of  his  ability  to  di&clurgc  , 
the  duties  of  the  Chair  with  satisfaction  to  himself  or  to 
the  Senate,  begged  to  be  excused  from  accepting  the 
honorable  station  which  the  Senate  had  assigned  to  him- 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  his  hone  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia  would  reconsider  his  determination, 
and  would  not  be  excused  from  the  duty  to  whJch  the 
vote  of  the  Senate  had  called  him. 

Mr.  TYLER,  expressing  hrs  high  respect  for  his  col- 
league, and  declaring  that  he  himself,  with  all  the  sincere 
respect  which  he  bad  for  his  colleague,  not  expecting 
such  a  course,  had  voted  for  the  venerable  Senator  from 
Maryland,  and,  desirous  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  vishes 
of  his  colleague,  moved  tliat  his  colleague  be  cxciisrd 
from  serving  as  President  joro  fetnpwre. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  having  put  the  question 
on  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  aflirmat'ive,  by  20 
votes  to  14. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  another  balloting  f«^r 
President  of  this  body;  and  it  resulted  as  follows: 
For  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,      -         -         -    20 
Mr.  Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,        -        -    11 
Mr.  Ruggles,  of  Ohio,  -         -        -      4 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  -  -  -  4 
So  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  elected  President  }m> 
tempore  of  the  Senate;  and,  being  conducted  to  the  chair, 
made  his  acknowledgments  for  the  h^nor  which  he  ^i!;l 
he  was  satisfied  was  paid  rather  to  his  age  than  to  his 
ability,  and  said  that  the  only  return  *he  could  make, 
would'be  to  devote  his  best  ability  to  the"  proper  despatch 
of  the  business  before  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  despatch  of  a  variety 
of  business,  of  which  the  following  was  the' vost  proni*- 
nent : 

The  bill  to  carray  ivto  effect  certain  Indian  treaties  was 
read  the  second  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNPV, 
it  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  clause  which  provul'  < 
for  taking  the  sum  appropriated  for  carrying  into  t  flfct 
the  Choctaw  treaty,  from  the  fund  of  f  600,000  last  year 
appropriated  for  the  removal  of  the  Southern  Indians 
and  the  expense  of  carrj'ing  into  effect  that  treaty  v:«s 
ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  trcasun*  iu<t 
otherwise  api>ropriated.  Thus  amended,  it  Wfvs  oulcral 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  amendmch's  ot 
the  Senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill  were  ;i'l 
agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  that  which  goes  tostnkt" 
out  the  clause  inserted  on  the  motions  of  Mr.  Kank  ai>i 
Mr.  Ttler,  and  inserting  $15,000  for  the  services  of  the 
commissioners  employed  to  conclude  the  treaty  with  tlie 
Sublime  Porte. 

A  variety  of  motions  were  made  on  this  subject,  several 
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points  of  order  were  discussed,  and  then  some  remarks 
vcre  made  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  appointment  of 
the  commissioners.  The  eiTect  that  the  amendment  of 
the  House  would  have,  as  preventing  the  Senate 'from 
expressing'  their  disapprobation  of  the  course  of  the 
Executive,  was  also  spoken  of,  when,  finally,  the  Senate 
refused  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  on  its  part,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Tazewbi.!.,  Wxbstbb,  and  Kixe,  to  meet  conferees  to 
be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives.' 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Wedkcsdat,  March  2. 
CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MONROE. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said  he  was  about  to  make  a  motion — 
such  a  one  as  he  seldom  made,  and  to  which  he  was  in 
general  opposed — a  motion  which  would  have  been  unne- 
cessaiy,  it  the  bill  had  been  suffered  to  come  up  in  its 
order,  btit  which  had  been  prevented  by  tlie  many  mo- 
tions made  by  gentlemen  to  take  up  bills  out  of  their 
order — and  that  was,  to  take  up  the  bill  for  tlie  rel.ef  of 
James  Monroe. 

The  motion  prevailed — yeas  25. 

The  motion  to  amend,  heretofore  submitted,  to  strike 
from  the  bill  the  words  "  for  public  services,  losses,  and 
sacrifices,*'  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNE,  disagreed  to, 
to  save  time. 

After  a  remark  or  two  from  Mr.  FORSYTH  and  Mr. 
BEIX, 

Sir,  LIVINGSTON  said  he  would  premise  what  he 
had  to  say  on  this  subject  by  a.  declaration  that  he  in- 
tended to  vote  for  the  bill.  I  am  obliged,  said  he,  in  this 
case,  as  all  of  us  must,  for  the  most  part,  in  cases  of  claims 
for  ser^'jces,  or  the  settlement  of  accounts,  to  trust  very 
much  to  the  investigation  made  by  our  committees,  and 
to  the  correctness  of  their  reports.  Were  each  member 
to  investigate  the  details  of  the  numerous  cases  that  come 
before  us,  we  should  spend  all  uur  time  in  this  examina- 
tion, and  then  do  the  business  imperfectly,  leaving  no 
time  for  attention  to  the  great  interests  of  the  nation. 
In  this  case,  a  committee  of  the  other  Houbc,  that  House 
itself,  and  our  own  committee,  have  informed  us  that 
Mr.  Monroe  has  an  equitable  claim  on  tlie  nation:  and 
tiicy  propose  that  the  amount  of  this  claim  shall  be  settled 
by  our  accounting  officers  on  equitable  principles.  1  must 
believe,  therefore,  that  something  is  duo,  and  tiierefore  will 
vote  for  the  bill  But,  sir,  a  private  dtity  which  I  owe  to 
tlie  memory  of  a  very  near  and  very  clear  relative,  a 
public  duty  to  a  statesman  who  had  no  inconsidei*HbIe 
share  in  the  establishment  of  our  independence,  who  was 
one  of  the  -committee  which  sanctioned  the  declaration 
tliat  proclaimed  it  to  the  world,  and  whose  subsequent 
life  was  a  aeries  of  important  services  to  his  country:  these 
duties  oblige  me  to  notice  an  attempt  to  deprive  him  of 
the  credit  of  one  of  tlie  most  important  of  those  services. 
Among  the  claims  which  Mr.  Monroe  urges  to  the  grati- 
tude of  the  country,  is  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  to  the 
Uoion.  Forgetting  the  agency  Of  his  colleague,  scarcely 
mentioning  him,  except  only  to  say  that  he  had  the  merit 
of  agreeing  with  him,  (Mr.  M.)  he  directly  assumes  the 
whole  credit  of  the  negotiation,  by  saying  that  noth  ng 
was  done,  or  could  be  done,  until  his  arrival;  intimating 
clearly  tiiat  it  was  his  agency  alone  which  produced  the 
important  result.  I  beg  leave,  sir,  in  order  to  tebt  the  justice 
of  this  pre  tension,  to  adver%  to  the  history  of  this  transaction. 

In  the  year  1801,  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  sent  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  as  plenipotentiary  to  France.  Important  claims, 
the  payment  of  which  had  been  promised  by  the  treaty 
of  the  preceding  year,  were  yet  tmsatisBed;  and  the  de- 
ranged finances  of  the  republic  rendered  it  very  difficult 
fur  them  to  procure  the  means  of  dischar^ng  them.  The 
first  part  of  the  year  1802  was  spent  by  our  miuistcr  in 


unceasing  but  fruitless  attempts  to  procure  the  justice 
due  to  our  citizens.  Other  causes  soon  combined  to  give 
a  more  important  turn  to  the  negotiation.  The  suspension 
of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans  excised  a  just  and 
violent  sensation  in  the  Western  country.  Its  citizens 
could  scarcely  be  restrained  from  marching  down,  and 
securing  by  force  of  arms  the  freie  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, so  essential  to  their  commerce.  About  the  same 
time,  Mr.  Ross,  a  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  made  a 
formal  proposal  to  authorize  the  President  to  take  posses- 
sion of  New  Orleans:  a  measure  which  it  was  tliought 
more  urgent,  because,  about  this  time.  May,  1802,  it  was 
known  in  the  United  States  that  Spain  had,  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  ceded  Louisiana  to  France.  And  it  was 
feared  that  if  a  war  broke  out  again  (which  was  appre- 
hended, and  shortly  after  happened)  between  that  Power 
and  Ens^land,  that  this  last  Power  would  make  a  con- 
quest of  it,  and  thus  enclose  us  on  our  whole  frontier. 
Instructions  were  therefore  sent  to  Mr.  Livingston,  to 
endeavor  to  purchase  New  Orleans  and  the  Floridas  fbr  a 
price,  of  which  the  payment  of  the  debt  iue  to  our  citi- 
zens was  to  form  a  part.  In  obedience  to  these  instruc- 
tions, Mr.  Livingston  turned  his  whole  attention  to  the 
accomplishment  of  tliis  great  object.  While  urging  on  the 
one  hand  the  payment  of  the  debt,  on  the  other  he  was 
endeavoring  to  demonstrate  the  policy  of  making  the 
cession  to  the  United  States,  not  only  as  the  means  of 
discharging  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  but  as  the  only 
mode  of  preventing  Great  Britain  from  acquiring  that 
valuable  colony.  In  a  memoir  which  he  published  in 
December,  he  not  only  insisted  on  these  topics,  but 
showed  the  advantage  to  France  of  encouraging  the  com- 
merce and  naval  power  of  the  United  States,  by  the  same 
act  which  would  prevent  the  rapid  accession  to  those  of 
the  rival  of  France. 

In  February,  of  the  year  1803,  finding  that  he  could  g«t 
no  explicit  answer  from  the  ministry  of  France,  he  took  a 
step  dictated  by  a  close  study  of  the  character  of  the  extra- 
ordinary man  who  as  First  Consul  their  directed  the  affairs  of 
France.  Quitting  the  established  form  of  communication, 
he  addressed  a  letter  directly  to  the  First  Consul  himself, 
appealing  to  his  honor  as  a  soldier,  and  personal  sense  of 
justice,  for  the  performance  of  a  treaty  he  himself  had 
made.  This  bold  proceeding  had  its  effect.  An  answer 
was  given,  positively  promising  a  prompt  liquidation  and 
payment  oi  the  claims.  To  give  greater  effect  to  this 
promise,  and  increase  the  obligation  of  performing  it,  the 
contents  of  the  answer  were  immediately  communicated  to 
the  agents  of  the  claimants  at  Paris;  tliey  were  advised  not 
to  dispose  of  their  claims,  and  told  that  they  might  rely  on 
the  word  of  the  First  Consul.  This  was  done,  with  a 
knowledge  that  no  other  means  could  be  found  by  France 
for  discharging  the  debt,  but  the  cession  of  New  Orleans. 
In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Monroe  had  been  appointed  on  a 
special  mission  to  effect  the  same  object.  His  arrival  was 
expected  about  the  beginning  of  April,  and,  so  far  from 
expediting,  would,  by  waiting  for  his  arrival,  have  delayed 
the  terniiiiatioa  of  our  difficulties,  but  for  the  concur- 
rence of  events  which  brought  the  matter  to  a  conclusion 
In  the  mind  of  the  First  Consid  before  Mr.  Monroe  had  set 
his  foot  in  Paris.  A  history  lately  published  by  M.  de 
Mai  hois,  one  of  the  confidential  ministers  of  Napoleon,  has 
raised  the  curtain,  and  exhibited  to  us  wh.<it  passed  in 
his  cabinet  on  this  subject*  On  the  10th  April,  two  days 
before  Mr.  Monroe's  arrival  in  Paris,  this  important  coun- 
cil was  held.  Louisiana,  although  ceded,  had  not  yet  been 
delivered  to  France.  The  stipulations  of  the  peace  of 
Amiens  had  not  been  performed;  a  renewal  of  hostilities 
was  M\y  apprehended,  and  one  of  the  first  acts  of  those 
hostilities  was  expected  to  be  the  seizure  of  Louisiana  by 
the  Bi'itlsh.  France,  too,  wanted  money  for  carrying  on  the 
war;  and  the  First  Consul  was  pressed  for  tlie  performance 
of  his  promise  to  pay  the  American  debt.     Under  thtrse 
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circumstances,  he  submitted  to  the  two  counsellors,  on  the 
day  I  have  named,  the  question,  whether  it  would  be 
most  expedient  to  traiiiifer  Louisiana  to  the  United  States, 
or  to  send  on  the  expedition  which  had  been  prepared  to 
take  possession,  and  to  risk,  the  subsequent  conquest  of 
it  by  England.  His  two  counsellors  took  different  sides 
of  this  question;  tlieir  arguments  are  given  in  detail  by 
tlie  historian,  who  was  himself  one  of  Uiem,  and  who  ad- 
vocated the  cession.  The  deliberations,  he  telbus,  continu- 
ed till  late  in  the  night.  At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of 
tlie  1 1th,  he  summoned  M.  Marbois  to  hear  and  execute 
his  decision;  he  gave  it  in  these  words:  <*  Irresolution  and 
^  deliberation  are  no  longer  in  season.  I  renounce  Louisi- 
ana. It  is  not  only  New  Oi'ieans  that  I  will  cede;  it  is  the 
whole  colony,  without  any  reservation.  I  know  the  price  of 
what  I  abandon.  I  renounce  it  with  the  greatest  regret: 
to  attempt  obstinately  to  retain  it,  would  be  folly.  I  £rcct 
you  to  negotiate  this  afikir  with  the  envoys  of  the  United 
States;  do  not  even  wait  tbe  arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe;  have 
an  interview  this  very  day  with  Mr.  Livingston.  But  I  re- 
quire a  g^eat  deal  of  money  for  tliis  war,  and  I  would  not 
hke  to  commence  it  with  new  contribution.  I  will  be 
moderate,  in  consideration  of  the  necessity  in  which  1  am 
of  making  the  sale,  but  keep  this  to  yourself;  I  want  fifty 
millions  of  livres,  and  for  less  than  thai  I  will  not  treat." 
On  that  very  day  M.  Marbois  did  make  the  overture  to 
Mr.  Livingston,  the  price  was  discussed,  but,  of  course, 
Mr.  Livingston,  knowing  that  Mr.  Monroe  was  joined 
with  him  in  the  mission,  and  that  lie  had  arrived  at  Havre, 
could  not  conclude  any  thing  until  his  arrival;  he  had 
another  conference  on  the  13th  (before  Mr.  Monroe  had 
been  presented)  with  M.  Marbois,  with  ^hom  he  had 
been  on  a  footing  of  intimacy  of  as  old  a  date  as  tlic  revo- 
lutionary war,  when  Mr.  Livingston  was  lilinister  for  Fu« 
reign  Affuirs,  and  M.  Marbois  held  a  diplomatic  employ- 
ment to  the  old  Congress,  which  considerably  faciUtated 
their  intercourse  on  tin;  present  occasion.  Mr.  Monroe  ar- 
rived on  the  12th,  and  soon  after  joined  his  colleague  in  the 
negotiation;  and  the  treaty  was  signed  on  tlie  30th  of  April. 

Two  circumstances  are  remarkable  in  this  transaction : 
first,  tliat  the  arg^mients  employed  in  the  consultation  of 
the  First  Consul's  cabinet  in  favor  of  the  cession  are  pre- 
cisely those  suggested  by  Mrr-Livingston  in  his  memoir  of 
December,  1802,  and  expressed  in  nearly  the  same  lan- 
guage; the  other,  that  the  arrival  of  Mr;  Monroe,  and  the 
part  he  took  in  the  negotiation,  did  not  change  an  item  in 
the  propositions  made  by  the  First  Consul. 

Two  things  are  adduced,  however,  as  proofs  that  Mr. 
Livingston  could  effect  nothing  Without  the  aid  tif  Mr. 
Monroe,  and,  consequently,  that  all  the  merit  of  the  ces- 
sion is  due  to  him.  One  is,  a  private  letter  wntten  hastily 
to  congratulate  him  on  liis  arrival,  in  which  he  (Mr.  L.) 
speaks  doubtingly  of  final  success,  unless  Mr.  Monroe 
should  bring  the  account  of  Mr.  Ross's  resolutions  having 
passed,  and  says  they  would  negotiate  to  much  better 
effect  With  New  Orleans  in  our  possession;  and  most 
undoubtedly  we  should.  The  purchase  would  have  been 
made  for  half  the  price.  But  it  must  be  remarked  that 
this  letter  was  written  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  before 
the  resolution  which  was  the  result  of  the  Consul's  cabi- 
net council  was  taken.  But,  in  this  very  letter,  Mr.  Li- 
vingston tells  his  colleague  he  had  paved  the  way  for  him. 
What  did  he  mean  by  this,  if  he  had  lost  all  hope? 

It  is  said,  too,  that  this  same  language  was  repeated  on 
the  night  of  the  I2tii,  and  that  it  was  recorded  in  Mr. 
Monroe's  jcnirnal.  There  is  sometlrng*  that  always  struck 
meas  singular  in  thus  recording  what  was  said  in  a  friend- 
ly visit  made  at  the  moment  of  his  arrival.  Why  was  this 
treasured  up,  even  if  it  was  rightly  apprehended?  But, 
sir,  there  was  evident  misapprehension  or  inaccuracy;  for 
Mr.  Livingston  could  not,  on  the  12th,  at  night,  have  used 
this  language,  when  he  had  the  day  before  received  the 
overtures  from    M.    Marboi.«,   and    even    discussed  the 


price.  He  very  probably  did  repeat  that  they  would 
have  negotiated  to  greater  advantage  if  New  Orleans  had 
been  taken;  and  is  it  not  probable,  too,  that  he  might  not 
think  it  prudent  to  express  what  he  really  thought  in  the 
presence  of  a  young  gentleman  he  did  not  know,  and  of 
whose  discretion  he  could  not  be  assured,  and  thut  he  re- 
served the  communication  of  the  overtures  that  had  been 
made  to  him  for  a  fitter  occasion?  It  is  said^indeed,  that 
he  did  not  believe  the  overtures  to  have  been  sincere;  but 
whether  he  thought  so  or  not,  he  would  have  been  bound 
to  communicate  them  to  Mr.  Monroe;  and  bis  not  doing 
so  on  that  occasion  gives  force  to  the  conjecture  that 
he  was  restriuned  by  the  presence  of  a  tliird  pei-son, 
and  used  vague  expressions,  which  were  not  accurately 
rendered  in  transferring  them  to  the  journal.  But  .Mar- 
bois, it  is  said,  also  thought  that  Mr.  Livingston  was  sus- 
picious of  the  sincerity  of  the  offers;  but  for  this  argument 
it  unfortunately  happens  that  M.  Marbob  takes  his  fact 
from  Mr.  Monroe,  and  quotes  his  memoir  for  his  autho- 
rity; so  that,  in  relying  on  Marbois's  authority,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe only  quotes  his  own. 

But  whatever  were  Mr.  Livingston's  impressions,  tiiey 
could  not  alter  the  facts,  that  the  decision  to  cede  Louisi- 
ana was  taken  two  days  before  Mr.  Monroe  arrived  in 
Paris,  and  that  decision  made  under  the  pressure  of  causes 
which  Mr.  Monroe  had  no  share  in  producing,  and  of 
which  he  was  totally  ignorant — that  the  cession  would 
have  been  made  if  he  had  never  arrived — tliat  the  condi- 
tions even  were  not  modified  by  his  interference.  The 
sale  of  the  whole  province  being  resolved  on,  instead  of 
the  part  for  which  he  came  to  treat,  and  tlie  price  fixed 
by  the  First  Consul  on  tlie  11th,  before  his  arrival,  being 
that  which  was  agreed  upon  afterwards,  his  merit  consists 
in  having  agreed  with  his  colleague  in  exceeding  tlieir 
instructions,  and  taking  the  whole  instead  of  part.  And 
yet  he  assumes  to  himself  the  whole  credit  of  the  ti^eaty; 
makes  no  allowance  to  the  memory  of  a  man,  to  whose 
able  and  laborious  negotiation,  whatever  there  was  of  me- 
rit, in  the  preparatory  steps  taken  to  ensure  the  cession, 
was  due.  Near  two  years  of  unremitting  exertion  to  bring" 
about  tliis  end  are  considered  as  nothing!  The  dilemma 
to  which  the  First  Consul  was  reduced  by  his  renewed 
promise  to  pay  the  debts — a  promise  procured  by  a  bold 
and  hazardous  departure  from  the  usual  modes  of  nego- 
tiation—and the  suggestion,  urged  with  so  much  force  in 
the  memoir  of  the  previous  December,  that  they  Mere 
used  as  arguments,  and  had  their  effect  in  bringing  about 
the  decision  of  the  First  Consul — all  these  are  passed  over 
in  silence,  and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  bare  weig-ht 
of  whose  name  before  he  ha^  arrived,  it  is  given  to  under- 
stand, had  more  weight  than  all  these;  and  Mr.  Living- 
ston's name  is  only  mentioned  to  give  him  the  great  merit 
of  agreeing  with  his  colleague. 

Sir,.  I  lament  that  Mr.  Monroe  should  liave  thought  it 
necessary  to  pursue  this  coui*se.  It  is  unworthy  of  him, 
and  of  the  memory  of  a  man  with  whom,  to  say  the  least, 
he  would  not  have  lessened  himself  by  acknowledg- 
ing as  an  equal.  His  course  has  obliged  me  to  make 
these  observations,  which,  1  repeat,  are  not  intended  to 
injure  his  claim  on  the  justice  or  gratitude  of  the  coimtni 
My  duty  to  a  brother's  memory  has  forced  from  me  these 
explanations.  I  know  the  value  he  placed  on  the  slwre 
he  had  in  annexing  the  vast  territory  of  Louisiana  to  our 
confederacy,  and  should  be  unworthy  of  the  honor  of  my 
relation  to  him,  unfaithful  to  his  memory,  and  ungrateful 
for  his  fraternal  affection,  if  1  stood  by  and  silently  permit- 
ted any  one  to  assume  the  sole  credit  of  it. 

Wliat  I  have  said  is  not  intended  to  injure  any  claim 
Mr.  -Monroe  may  have  on  the  justice  of  the  countrj*.  1 
should  be  grieved  if  it  had  that  effect;  nor  can  1  believe 
it  possible  that  it  should. 

The  question  was  then  put  "on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  and  was  decided  as  follows: 
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YEAS. — MeMTs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clay- 
ton, Dudley,  Frejinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks, 
Johnston,  Livingston,  Marks,  Poindexler,  Robinson,  Sey- 
mour, Sikbee,  Spragae,  Tazewell,  Tyler,  Willey,  Wood- 
bury.— 22. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Brown,  Burnet,  Dicker- 
son,  £UJs,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Iredell,  Kane,  McKinley,  Rob- 
bins,  EUispg'les,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Troup. — 15. 

The  biUwas  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKINLEY,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
aat  with  closed  doors  till  near  four  o'clock; 

After  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the 
bill  relative  to  punishments  for  contempts  of  court,  the 
Senate  took  a  recess  till  seven  o'clo<Jc. 

KVXiriNG  8E8SIOK. 

The  CHAIR  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  assigfntng  the  reasons  why  the 
annual  statements  of  the  commerce  and  navi^tion  of  the 
I'nitcd  States  cannot  be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  pre- 
sent session;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  carrying  on  certain  roads 
and  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  to  provide  for 
siineys,  together  with  an  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements,  to  strike  certaip  words 
from  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  insert,  instead  thereof,  the  words  $150,000  for  the 
improvement  of  tlie  navigmtion  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  and  for  removing 
wags,  &c.  and  requiring  bonds  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  work  to  the  amount  of  ^00, 000. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  submitted  a  further  amendment,  re- 
appropriating  certain  unexpended  moneys  for  works  of 
internal  improvement,  which  have  been  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  nid  he  should  oppose  this,  and  all 
o^er  amendments  that  might  be  offered,  unless  satis&c- 
tory  infarmation  was  given  of  the  necessity  for  each  appro- 
P'''ation. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said,  the  estimates  for  the  amendment 
W  been  banded  to  him  by  the  ehairmaft  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  other  House;  they  hadbeea 
received  there  too  late  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  when  it 
was  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  and,  as  it  could 
not  be  acted  on  there,  it  had  been  broiight  here. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  said  that  it  also  came  too  late  here. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  then  moved  a  further  amendment, 
appropriating  $15,000  towards  making  the  road  from  Mem- 
phis to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  Mr. 
H.  remarked  that  a  bill  providing  for  this  road  had  been 
reported  in  the  House,  but  not  reached  on  the  calendar — 
^e  only  resource,  therefore,  which  the  Delegate  from  that 
Territory  bad,  was  to  ask  its  insertion  in  the  present  bill. 
The  Delegate  had  spoken  to  him  orf  the  subject,  and  he 
tnirted  it  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said,  that,  from  information  he  had  re- 

ceiTed  at  home,  he  thonght  the  appropriation  should  be 

"^e.    As  an  individual  he  had  no  objection  to  it;  but  he 

would  ask  if  the  Senate  was  prepared  to  act  on  this  appro- 

pTtttioa,  without  the  subject  having  beep  referred  to  a 

committee  of  this  House,  or  without  any  information  of  the 

necessity  for  the  appropriation  from  any  of  their  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  said  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the 
wnendroent.  It  was  no  more  tlian  just,  as  the  bill  of  the 
Hwise  on  the  subject  had  not  been  reached  in  that  body, 
and  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  had  no 
^Uemative  but  to  bring  it  here,  that  the  Senate  shouid 
adopt  the  amendment. 


The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment,  it  was  re- 
jected. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  as  before  stated,  was  then  conwdered. 

Mr.  DUDLEY  remarked  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  which  reported  the  amendment;  but  there  was 
not  sufficient  evidence  to  convince  him  of  its  correctness. 
He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  POINDEXTER  explained  the  object  of  the  amend- 
meht. 

Mr.  BENTON  supported  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TAZEWELL  called  lor  a  division  of  the  question, 
so  that  it  might  be  first  taken  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  preferred  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House. 

Messrs.  JOHNSTON,  DUDLEY,  POINDBXTER, 
IREDELL,  and  WEBSTER  seyerally  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate; when,  the  question  being  put  on  striking  out  the 
clause  of  the  bill  on  the  s(«»viect,  as  it  came  from  the  Hmise, 
it  was  determined  in  the  Affirmative— yeas  36,  nays  2. 

Some  conversation  now  took  place  as  to  the  amount  of 
secimty  which  should  be  required  of  the  superintendent, 
when  it  was  finally  fixed  at  double  the  sum  which  might 
at  any  time  be  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  an  amendment  providing  for  an 
engineer  to  be  associated  with  the  superintendent  in  the 
execution  of  the  work;  which  was  ag^ed  to. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  as  amended, 
it  was  determined  in  tlie  affirmative— yeas  39,  nays  9. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  strike  out  $25,000,  the  sum  pro- 
posed for  further  surveys,  and  to  insert  $5,000;  which, 
af^er  some  conversation,  was  negatived — 18  to  19. 

Mr.  HAYNE  then,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  opposed 
the  bill. 

He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  LIVINGSTON. 

Mr.  HAYNE  rejoined,  and  Mr.  LIVINGSTON  again 
answered  Mr.  Hatitk. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  FOOT,  and  an  explanation 
by  Mr.  LIVINGSTON, 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
rei^ding,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  The  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, was  subsequently  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
the  House  concurred  in  the  amendments. 

The  Senate  concurred  with  the  House  iii  agreeing  to  the 
report  of  the  managers  appointed  on  tlie  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  to  the  afbendments  to  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  on  the  Northern  and  Nortli- 
western  frontiers,  and  tbr  other  purposes,  were  read  and 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
[The  amendments  were  to  insert  "Northeastern,"  and 
*•  otherwise  than  by  sea.**] 

The  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement of  certain  harbors,  and  removing  obstructions  at 
the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed;  the  question  on  ordering  it  to  a  tliird  reading  be- 
ing decided  by  yeas  and  nays — ^28  to  6. 

Mr.  HENDlilCKS  moved  to  suspend  so  much  of  the 
seventeenth  joint  rule  as  respects  bills  which  have  this  day 
passed  both  Houses,  so  as  to  permit  them  to  be  presented 
to  the  President  on  the  last  dav  of  the  session. 

Mr.  POOT,  being  temporarily  in  the  chair,  decided  that 
a  motion  to  suspend  a  rule  must  lie  one  day,  unless  the 
Senate  unanimously  agree  upon  the  suspension. 

From  this  decision,  Mr.  WOODBURY  appealed,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  decision  by  Mr.  Macon  in  a  similar  case,  in  the 
year  1826— which  was  directly  the  reverse. 

The  question  being  put,  <<  Is  the  decision  of  the  Chur 
correct?"    It  was  decided  in  tlie  negative — 16  to  18. 

After  a  few  remarks  as  to  a  point  of  order,  in  which 
Messrs.  KING,  HOLMES,  HAYNE,  SPRAGUE,  WOOD- 
BURY, BIBB,  and  FRELINGHUYSEN  participated. 
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Mr.  KING  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  suspending  the 
rule  on  the  table;  which  was  determined  in  the  affirmxtive. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  g^o  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business;  the  motion  was  negatived— 15  to  17. 

A  number  of  bills  were  successively  taken  up,  and  final- 
ly acted  on. 

Mr.  BENTON,  for  the  third  time,  moved  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  executive  business.  The  motion  prevail- 
ed— yeas  19.     It  was  now  half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  doors  remained  closed  fur  about  thirty  minutes. 

On  motion,it  was  ordered  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns, 
it  will  adjourn  to  *<  Thursday,  the  3d  of  March,  at  eleven 
o'clock  A.  M." 

Mr.  CHAMBBRS  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  alter  the 
draw  and  bridge  over  the  river  Potomac. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  opposed  the  motion,  and  moved  to  lay 
it  on  the  table.     No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  FORSYTH  moved^an  adjournment — negatived— 
yeas  10,  nays  20. 

The  question  was  then  again  ptit  on  laying  the  motion  on 
the  table,  but  there  was  no  quorum  present:  when 
,    Mr.  FORSYTH  again  moved  an  adjournment — yeas  5, 
nays  19 — no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  then  submitted  a  motion  thAt  absent 
members  be  sent  for. 

Mr.  HAYNE  said,  if  the  motion  prevailed,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  carried  through.  He  unaerstood  tiie  intention 
to  be,  that  every  member  in  the  city  should  be  sent  for, 
and  this  would  take  till  daylight. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  saw  no  other  course  to  pur- 
sue; and  if  it  took  six  hours  to  carry  his  motion  into  effect, 
he  should  nevertheless  persevere. 

A  quorum  being  now  present,  Mr.  CtlAMBERS  with- 
drew his  motion;  and 

The  question  was  then  again  put  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  6,  nays  19. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  Up,  and  Mr.  CHAMBERS  ex- 
plained Its  objects,  and  spoke  in  its  support. 

Mr.  KING  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn,  and 
that  **  the  hour  of  the  nighti  five  minutes  of  two  o'clock, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  be  entered  on  the  journal." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion  to  adjourn, 
and  stood  7  to  21. 

Mr.  TYLER  observed  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  lef^  the  capitol,  and  as  it  was  immaterial  whe- 
ther the  bill  passed  to-night  or  ai\er  daylight,  he  saw  no 
use  in  gentlemen  exhausting  themsclvej^— he  was  of  opi- 
nion they  had  better  ^o  home,  and,  therefore,  moved  an 
adjournment     Negatived — yeas  7,  nays  18. 

Several  bills  were  now  brought  from  the  House  for  the 
signature  of  the  President;  after  they  were  signed,  at  half 
past  two  o*clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

TUUBSOAT,  Marcu  3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  the  seventeenth  joint 
rule  was  suspended  for  this  day,  so  far  as  respects  those 
bills  which  have  passed  both  Houses,  or  require  for  their 
final  passage  an  assent  only  to  amendment. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  15th  December  last  to  inquire  into  tlie  present 
state  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  made  a  report,  enu- 
merating certain  papers  communicated  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  which  he  was  instructed  by  the  committee  to 
move  to  have  printed.     The  printing  was  ordered. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  presented  the  following  memorial 
from  Abraham  Bradley,  late  Assistant  Postmaster  General: 

7b  the  HonorabU  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.' 

The  memorial  of  Abraham  Bradley,  late  Assistant  Post- 
master General,  most  respectfully  represents — 

That,  after  his  removal  from  office,  he,  as  is  well  known 


to  tiic  Senate,  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  a  letter,  in  which,  among  otlier  things,  he  stated 
that  Mr.  Barry,  the  present  Postmaster  General,  had 
made  an  extra  allowance  to  a  Mr.  Harrall,  a  mail  contnc- 
tor,  and  to  others,  as  this  memorialist  conceived,  without 
warrant  of  law. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  having  been  called  for,  was  pre- 
sented by  this  memorialist  to  the  present  select  committee 
of  the  Senate  on  the  Post  Office  Department. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  call  was  made  on 
that  department,  at  the  instance  of  one  of  tlie  Senators 
from  Ohio,  for  information  relative  to  the  extra  allowances 
which  had  been  made  to  mail  contractors. 

The  response  of  the  department  to  that  call  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  viewof  this  memorialist  as  containing  matters 
in  which  he  was  deeply  concerned.  Upon  examining  it 
to  ascertain  if  his  recollection  of  Harrall's  case  was  cor- 
rect, he  was  unmeasurably  astonislied  to  find  that  the  extra 
allowance  was  there  chai-ged  to  have  been  made  by  him, 
acting  as  Postmaster  General.  It  was  evident  that  the 
documents  had  been  originally  different,  that  an  erasure 
had  been  made,  and  the  name  of  this  memorialist  inserted. 
Induced  by  this  to  examine  further,  he  found  that  forty- 
nine  cases  of  extra  allowance  were  in  that  document 
charged  to  have  been  made  by  him.  Thirty-six  of  these 
were  similar  to  the  case  of  Harrall;  the  original  document 
iiad  been  mutilated,  and  the  name  of  A.  Bradley,  Jr., 
acting  as  Postmaster  General,  carefidly  inserted. 

This  memorialist  called  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  these  circumstances,  as  evidence  of  an  attempt  to  im- 
peach his  testimony,  and  to  load  his  official  conduct  with 
opprobrium,  being  public  documentary  proof  from  the 
books  of  the  department,  that  he  had  squandered  the 
public  funds  during  the  few  days  be  had  acted  as  Post- 
master General,  between  the  10th  of  March,  when  Mr. 
McLean  left  the  office,  and  the  5th  of  April,  when  >Ir. 
Barry  came  into  it,  and  that,  in  order  to  screen  himself, 
he  had  charged  these  things  upon  the  latter  gentleman. 
The  comniittee  kindly  authorized  a  sub-committee  to 
accompany  this  memorialist  to  the  department  yesterday, 
the  28th  instant,  to  ascertain  whether  his  statements  were 
correct.  Your  memorialist  confidently  appeals  to  those 
gentlemen,  in  support  of  the  fact,  that  it  satisfactorily 
appeared  to  them,  Uiat  in  this  case  of  Harrall's,  as  well  as 
in  every  other  case  but  one  in  which  an  erasur<e  had  been 
made,  Mr.  Ban-y  was  originally  and  properly  charg-ti— 
and  that  it  was  there  asserted  that  these  erasures  liadbeen 
made  by  mistake,  and  his  name  inserted  by  mistake.  The 
gentlemen  liad  not  time  to  pursue  their  inquir}',  and  no 
examination  was  made  into  those  cases  originally  charged 
to  your  memorialist. 

In  whatever  manner  Uiese  mutilations  of  the  original 
document  may  have  occurred,  and  tlurse  false  amend- 
ments to  it  mside  by  mistake  or  not,  the  effect  must  be, 
if  it  goes  to  the  world,  to  injure,  if  not  to  destroy,  a  repu- 
tation upon  which  your  memorialist,  after  nearly  forty 
years*  public  service,  must  mainly  rely  for  support.  The 
Senate  has,  as  he  has  been  informed,  directed  this  report 
to  be  printed. 

If  tliis  should  be  done,  &nd  it  should,  with  all  its  false- 
hoods and  injurious  tendency,  be  spread  before  the  people 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
your  memorialist  submits  that  great  injustice  must  neces- 
sarily follow  to  him.  He  therefore  prays  that  such  order 
may  be  taken  by  the  Senate,  as  will  secure  his  right,  and 
especially  preserve  the  reputation  which  documents  pub- 
lisned  by  the  authority  of  the  Senate  should  alwajs 
possess.     And  your  memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  &c. 

March  1,  1831.  ABRAHAM  BRADLEY. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  moved  that  the  order  for  the  print'mg 
of  the  report  referred  to  be  rescinded. 
Mr.  GRUNDY  thought  the  better  course  would  be— tht 
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rig^t  way  to  do  justice — ^to  print  the  report,  and  subjoin 
to  it  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Bradley,  and  the  testimony  of 
Messrs.  Brown,  Suter,  ei  al, 

Hr.  CLAYTON,  chairman  of  the  select  committee  to 
whom  those  documents  had  been  referred,  rose,  and 
obserred  that  they  were  very  voluminous,  purporting^  to 
be  answers  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th 
April  last,  which  directed  the  Postmaster  General  to  re- 
port **  copies  of  all  existing^  contracts  made  by  him  or 
his  predecessor  in  office,  on  which  allowances  have  been 
made  for  additional  services;  designating,  in  each  case, 
how  much  and  wliat  additional  service  has  been  ]^rform- 
ed,  and  by  whom  it  was  required,  and  designating  also 
what  suni  has  been  allowed  in  each  case  for  such  additional 
serrice,  and  by  whom  it  was  allowed."  The  answer  to 
this  call  was  kept  back  until  about  the  10th  of  last  month. 
During  the  debate  which  occurred  here  on  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  among  other  things 
dien  said,  I  complained  of  this  delay  as  an  evidence  of  a 
dfaignto  baffle  inquiry  into  the  concerns  of  the  depart- 
ment; and,  after  that,  the  report  culled  for  in  April,  1830, 
came  in.  It  was  first  referred  to  the  standing  committee 
OB  the  Post  Office,  althougti  I  prayed  for  its  reference  to 
the  select  committee,  to  whom  unquestionably,  as  we  now 
»ee,  it  properly  belonged.  The  standing  committee, 
without  examination,  as  we  must  suppose,  recommendea 
it  to  be  printed,  and  the  Senate  ordered  it  to  be  printed. 
After  this,  and  about  a  week  since,  it  was  referred  to  the 
select  committee.  They  examined  it,  and  have  ascertain- 
ed that  in  tliirty-six  cases  of  e*tra  allowance  to  contractors 
scattered  through  these  documents,  embracing  some  of 
the  grossest  violations  of  the  law  in  granting  away  the 
public  money  to  mail  contractors,  the  allowances  have 
been  falsely  set  down  a*  having  been  made  by  Abraham 
Bradley,  as  acting  or  asnstant  Postmaster  General,  when, 
in  these  very  cases,  the  allowances  were  actually  made  by 
the  present  Postmaster  General;  and  for  the  truth  of  this 
I  refer  to  the  depontion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  those  of  the 
clerks  in  the  department,  and  the  report  itself  of  the 
Postmaster  General  in  answer  to  the  call,  all  now  on  the 
table  before  you,  sis  well  as  to  the  statements  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Maine  and  Tennessee,  [Messi-s.  Holxes  and 
Gau3rsT,]who  went  to  the  department  as  a  sub-com- 
mittee, by  our  direction,  to  ascertain  the  facts.  These 
documents,  in  eswh  of  these  cases,  exhibit  to  your  eye 
palpable  erasuren,  where  the  name  of  "  William  T.  Barry, 
Postmaster  General,''  has  been  rubbed  out,  arjd  that  of 
"Abraham  Bradley,  acting  Postmaster  General,"  jnsert- 
«a.  The  residt  of  the  examination  was,  that  Mr.  Barry's 
Mmc  was  originally  written  down  on  the  documents  as 
the  person  who  made  the  allowances,  accordmg  to  the 
truth— that  the  name  of  Mr.  Bradlev  was  afterwards  in- 
«rted,  and  now  stands  in  each  of  these  thirty-six  cases, 
which,  call  them  falsehoods,  errors,  or  what  ybu  please, 
certainly  misrepresent  the  fact.  Then  it  is  also  necessa- 
7  to  state  that  the  letter  of  Abraham  Bradley  to  the 
Pfegidcnt,  which  was  read  in  the  debate  here  on  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  charging  Mr. 
HwTy  with  gross  violation  of  the  Uw  in  some  of  these 
cases,  (particularly  in  the  case  of  the  South  Carolina  con- 
^^i)  was  written  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  shortly  after 
lus  removal  from  office;  that  this  letter  had  been  sworn 
to  by  Mr.  Bradley  in  the  committee;  and  that  the  tendency 
of  this  blsification  of  the  documents,  if  undetected,  was 
toconrict  Mr.  Bradley  of  swearing  falsely,  who,  in  saying, 
on  bis  oath,  that  the  Postmaster  General  made  the  allow- 
ttces,  stated  the  exact  truth.  Sir,  I  have  bestowed  much 
attention  on  these  papers,  And  I  do  not  undertake  to  say 
that  these  are  all  the  misrepresentations  contained  in  them. 
They  are  enough,  however,  to  induce  the  Senate,  both  in 
justice  to  its  own  character,  and  the  reputa-tion  of  an 
exccller.t  citizen  and  an  innocent  man,  to  refuse  to  give 
any  publicity  to  documents  which  all  can  see,  and  all  now 
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admit  to  be  spurious  and  mutilated.  If  they  be  printed, 
even  with  the  evidence  which  proves  tliem  false,  still 
injustice  may  possibly  result  from  it;  for  it  will  appear  to 
the  world,  that  the  Senate  had  some  confidence  in  these 
papers;  and  it  may  happen  that  those  who  shall  hereafter 
read  the  calumny  will  not,  among  such  a  mass  of  papers, 
also  advert  to  the  refutation  ofit.  At  the  time  these 
papers  were  sent  in,  Bradley  was  a  witness  against  the 
department,  and  under  examination  before  the  committee. 
All  here  know  what  an  effort  was  made  in  public  dis- 
cussion to  impeach  his  veracity,  and  I  trust  all  will  now 
admit  how  entirely  that  effort  failed.  But  I  will  not  stop 
to  inquire  into  the  motives  of  those  tirho  dhvcted  those 
alterations  to  be  made.  With  motives  we  have  now  no- 
thing to  do.  But  the  fact  is  incontrovertible,  tluit  these 
documents  are  unworthy  of  credit.  It  is  therefbre  un- 
worthy of  the  Senate  to  publish  them,  and  I  hope  the 
order  for  their  publication,  made  in  an  unguarded  moment, 
may  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  HOLMES  sud:  Mr.  President,  havinrbeen  select- 
ed by  the  committee  as  a  sub-committee  wiUi  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gruitdt,]  to  go  to  the  department, 
examine  the  books,  and  ascertain  what  was  the  truth,  we 
took  with  us  the  witness  under  examination,  apd  pro- 
ceeded to  the  General  Post  Office.  We  took  also  the 
abstract  of  allowances,  now  before  the  Senate.  This 
abstract  was  obtained  by  a  call  made  on  the  14th  of  April 
last,  made  by  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  BvmFXT,]  re- 
quiring, among  other  things,  information  of  extra  allow- 
ances made  to  contractors,  iind  for  what  additional  ser- 
vices, that  the  Senate  might  compare  the  value  of  tiie 
service  with  thft  compensation.  The  answer  to  this  call 
did  not  come  to  the  Senate  until  the  lOtb  of  Februaiy  of 
this  session,  near  nine  months.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office,  &c.,  and  by  them  returned 
to  the  Senate  on  the  22d,  and  ordered  to  be  printed;  and 
was  then  referred  to  the  committee  of  inquity.  It  was 
voluminous,  and  exceedingly  confVised;  but  some  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  discovered  at  once  that  it  must  be 
erroneous,  to  say  the  least.  The  fact  is,  that  Mr.  McLean 
left  the  department  about  the  10th  of  March,  1829— that 
Mr.  A.  Bradley,  the  senior  assistant,  was  tlien  the  actinj^ 
Postmaster  General,  as  heum  tenau^  from  that  time  until 
the  7th  of  April,  less  than  four  weeks.  Still,  within  that 
time,  additional  allowances  appeared  by  this  <*  abstract" 
to  have  been  made,  of  about  42,000  dollars.  Upon  ex- 
amining this  '<  abstract,"  it  appeared, moreover,  that  there 
had  been  thirty-six  erasures,  and  A.  Bradley's  name 
inserted.  The  allowance  to  Harrall  appeared  the  most 
extraordinary.  This  was  a  case  of  erasure.  It  seems 
that  Bradley  had,  on  the  17th  of  October,  1829,  in  a 
letter  to  the  President,  among  other  thtnffs,  charged  Mr. 
Barry  with  prodigality,  and  had  instanced  this  altowance 
to  Harrall.  Harrall's  contract  was  for  carrymg  the  mail 
from  Georgetown  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  6,000 
dollars,  and  the  extra  allowance  was  1,992  dollars,  about 
thirty-three  per  cent. ;  and  the  cause  alleged  was  two  hours' 
expedition ;  the  law  allowing  only  a  /)ro  roteaddition,  which 
would  have  been  about  eight  per  cent,  if  the  two  hoursP 
expedition  had  been  required.  But  here  was  another 
error  in  the  abstract,  the  expedition  required  being  onljr 
one  and  a  half  hours. 

This  extravagance,  which  Bradley,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Present,  had  charged  upon  Barry,  and  had  before  the 
committee  verified  it  by  his  oath,  Barry  had,  in  an  official 
communication,  charged  back  upon  Bradley.  The  repu- 
tation of  these  two  gentlemen  seemed,  thereforei  to  be 
so  deeply  involved,  that  it  became  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  how  the  feet  was,  and  the  sub-com- 
mittee was  accordingly  appointed. 

In  pursuance  of  this  appointment,  we  proceeded  to  the 
department;  Mr.  Barry  was  not  there;  we  mqatr«d  of 
Mr.  Gardner,  the  assistant,  and  others,  forthe  persons  who 
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made  out  the  «  abstracts,"  and  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Dundas 
were  introduced,  and,  afler  a  preliminary  examination, 
were  sworn  and  testified.  We  recurred  to  the  erasures,  and 
asked  what  was  erased  to  make  the  blanks  which  were 
fiUed  by  Mr.  Bradley's  name  ?  They  answered,  Mr.  Barry's 
and  Mr.  McLean's,  but  chiefly  Mr.  Barry's.     Why  were 
Messrs.  McLean  and  Barry's  names  first  inserted?    Be- 
cause they  supposed  it  was  right;  but  Mr.  Brown,  by  order 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  as  he  said,  had  determined 
otherwise,  and  directed  this  I'ule:  to, take  the  leger,  and 
look  at  the  account  of  the  contractor  which  was  adjusted 
for  each  quarter,  and,  if  the  credit  of  the  allowance  at  the 
end  of  the  quarter  is  carried  into  Bradley's  time,  chai^ 
the  allowance  to  fairo.     It  appeared  that  the  account^with 
HarraU  was  adjusted  and  balanced  to  the  end  of  the  quar- 
ter, to  wit,  the  1st  of  April;  and,  as  Bradley  was  then 
acting  Postmaster  General,  this  allowance  was  consequently 
charged  to  him.     I  inquired  if  this  quarter's  account  was 
adjusted  and  balanced  at  the  time  it  bears  date  ?     The  an- 
swer was,  no;  and  not,  probably,  until  June.  Whether,  if 
the  allowance  had  been  made  between  the  Ist  of  April 
(the  end  of  the  quarter)  and  June,  the  time  of  actual  ad- 
justment, it  would  have  been  carried  to  Harrall's  credit  in 
that  quarter.^  The  answer  was,  that  it  would.  Do  not  you, 
then,  we  asked,  see  the  fallacy  of  your  rule  in  proving 
who  was  the  Postmaster  General  who  made  the  allowance? 
Your  quarter  closed  on  the  1st  of  April,  and  Bradley's 
Awctions  ceased  on  the  7tb,  aod  your  adjustment  of  the 
quarter  was  made  on  the  1st  of  June.     If  this  allowance 
had  been  made  anr  time  between  the  7th  of  April  and  1st 
of  June,  and  you  had  carried  it  back  to  the  Ist  of  April, 
do  not  you  see  that  you  fix  on  Bradley  an  allowance  made 
by  Barry  .^    Bring  your  original  entiy,  where,  concerning 
this  allowance,  you  first  put  pen  to  paper,  no  matter  what 
is  the  name  of  the  book  or  the  document.     Th$y  brought 
** the  cash  book;"  there  the  allowance  was  stated,  and 
the  time  for  which  it  was  made,  but  not  when  the  decision, 
was  made.     But  I  perceived,  in  a  small  note  in  red  ink, 
«  see  letter  of  13th  April."    I  demanded  the  letter,  and  it 
was  brought;  and,  behold,  it  was  a  letter  of  Phineas  Brad- 
ley to  Harrall,  six  days  afler  Abraham's  functions  had 
ceased,  stating  that  the  Postmaster  General  (Barry)  had 
examined  his  claim  for  extra  compensation,  and  had  di- 
rected him  to  pass  the  sum  of  $1,992  50  per  annum  to  his 
credit,  as  extra  allowance.     Here  the  thing  was  settled. 
The  charge  of  Bradley  to  the  President,  of  Barry's  extra 
allowance,  was  true;  the  attempt  in  Barry's  official  re- 
port to  shoulder  it  off  on  Bradley  was  entirely  defeated. 
The  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  Gardner,  and  Chief 
Clerk,  Brown,  were  forced  to  admit  the  error,  and  that 
the  rulewhich  had  fixed  about  $40,000  of  allowances  upon 
Bradley,  took  these  allowances  from  MdLean,  but  chiefly 
from  Barry,  where  they  in  fact  belonged,  and  charged 
them  upon  Bradlev,  where  they  did  not  belong.     It  was 
strange,  indeed,  that  this  abstract  should  have  been,  at 
first,  made  out  correctly,  and  that  McLean  and  Barry*s 
names  should  have  been  improperly  erased  and  Brad- 
ley's improperly  inserted.      Now,  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  chsiTjgcBso  grave  as  those  presented  by  Brad- 
lev  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes,  in  his  letter 
of  the  17th  of  October,  were  never  communicated  to  the 
Postmaster  General,     Mr.  Bradley  had  been  an  Assistant 
Postmaster  General  full  thirty  years,  and,  in  all  that  time, 
had  maintained  an  irreproachable  character.  He  had  been 
removed  without  being  permitted  to  know  the  cause. 
One  of  the  chaiges  (to  wit,  prodigality)  which  he  prefers 
againsffthe  Postmaster  General,  (Bariy,)  is  attempted  to  be 
shouldered  oflTon  him.     This  the  witness  declares  on  oath 
was  the  act  of  Barry  himself,  and  proves  it  in  the  way  I 
have  stated. 

The  depontions  of  Brown,  Dundas,  Taylor,  Suter,  and 
Gardner,  admit  the  misrepresentation  in  this  •«  abstract;" 
but  «« it  is  an  innocent  mistake."    It  may  be  so,  and  we 


wish,  in  all  charity,  that  we  had  better  grounds  to  presume 
it.  This  *<  abstract"  is  neither  an  original  record,  nor  » 
copy  from  any  record.  It  states  briefly  in  each  case  the 
amount  of  the  contract,  the  name  'of  the  contractor,  the 
amount  of  the  extra  allowance,  and  for  what  time.  It  is 
neither  an  extract  nor  abstract  from  any  record  or  docu- 
ment. It  is  rather  a  compilation  of  these  hcis  from  the 
letters^  the  cash  book,  and  .the  leger.  It  seems  singu- 
lar that  there  is  no  direct  record  of  the  time  when  these 
allowances  were  granted.  But,  nevertheless,  it  happened 
in  this  case  that  the  subordinate  oflicen  found  no  difficulty 
in  ascertaining  which  Postmaster  General  did  make  the 
allowances;  and  nothing  but  the  rule  promulgated  by  Mr. 
O.  B.  Brown  changed  the  right  into  a  wrong.  Now,  it 
would  seem  that  a  rule  so  utterly  fallacious  as  this,  would 
operate  sometimes  for,  and  sometimes  against,  Mr.  Brad- 
ley; but  tliis  (strange  to  tell)  operated  in  every  case  against 
him,  and  fixed  upon  him  the  most  numerous  and  extrara- 
gant  extra  allowances  tliat  were  ever  made  in  twice  that 
distance  of  time.  Considering,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Barry 
liad  been,  long  before  this,  presented  to  the  President  for 
extravagance  in  these  allowances;  that  his  answer  to  a  call 
from  the  Senate  had  been  altered,  by  erasures,  so  as  to  re- 
mpve  this  chanre  from  him,  and  fix  it  on  Bradley;  tliat  tlie 
falsity  of  the  official  document  had  been  detected,  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  officers  who  have  the  chief  manage- 
ment uf  the  department;  it  is  for  the  public  to  decide 
whether  such  errors  in  such  a  department,  which  combine 
to  destroy  the  fair  fiime  of  a  woi*thy  and  highly  distin- 
guished citizen,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  gross  ignorance  or 
base  desien. 

From  all  the  evidence  which  we  obtained  from  the  de- 
partment, it  would  seem  that,  in  less  than  four  weeks,  Mr. 
Bradley  is  made  to  have  given  extra  alUowances  in  forty- 
seven  cases;  in  tltirty-six  of  which  Mr.  McLean  and  Barry 
were  rightly  charged,  but  their  names  were  erased,  and 
Bradley's  wrongfully  inserted.  It  appears  further,  that 
though  tlie  call  as  to  these  extra  allowances,  which  was 
made  nine  months  before  it  was  answered,  extended  also 
to  the  reasons  or  consideration  for  them,  yet  in  very  few 
instances  has  the  reason  or  consideration  been  given;  and 
in  some  it  is  found  that  it  has  been  eiToneously  given. 
In  this  very  case  of  IIarrall»  all  that  is  pretended  to  hare 
been  gained  for  this  $1,992  per  annum,  is  expediting  two 
hours  in  twenty-four,  which,  upon  inquiry,  turns  out  to 
be  but  an  hour  and  a  half.  In  the  uiort  time  that  tliis 
mass  of  matter  has  been  before  us,  we  have  discovered 
enough  to  convince  mc  that  this  mutilated,  mangled,  per- 
vei-led  document  never  ought  to  go  to  the  public  with 
the  sanction  of  tlie  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Tennessee 
sufspsts  that  the  petition  and  this  document  may  both  be 
published.  But  the  committee  know  tliat  the  petition 
IS  true,  and  the  document  is  not.  Shall  we,  then,  give  cur- 
rency to  official  slander  against  a  citizen  who  has  served 
you  near  foily  years  with  distinguished  abihty  and  stern 
integrity  ?  If  his  faithful  services  could  not  save  him  from 
a  relentless  proscription,  but  he  must  be  cast  upon  tlie 
ivorld  in  the  evening  of  his  days,  pcnnyless,  and  without 
employ,  surely  wc  will  not  give  currency  to  that  which, 
if  true,  would  consign  him  to  infamy,  but  which  we  know 
is  a  ^ross  fabrication.  If  you  will  consent  to  adopt  a  re- 
solution, directing  the  printer  to  enclose  the  erasures  in 
brackets,  and  insert  this  resolutiqn  in  a  note  at  the  bottom 
of  each  page  whicli  shall  contain  an  erasure,  the  antidote 
would  then  go  with  tlie  poison,  and  no  harm  would  be 
done.     But,  as  it  is,  I  protest  against  such  injustice. 

Mr.  GRUMDY  remarked,  that  he  should  not  oppose 
the' adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  never  could  see  any 
public  utility  in  either  obtaining  or  printing  tlie  abstracts; 
and  if  any  member  supposed  that  injustice  would  be 
inflicted  ou  any  one,  hesliould  be  still  less  inclined  to  have 
them  printed.  He  was  one  of  tJie  members  of  the  com- 
mittee who  examined  this  subject  at  the  General  r«>^ 
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Office,  and  believed  no  improper  conclusion  could  be 
drawn.  If  the  abstrtcts,  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Bradley, 
and  the  depoeitiona  of  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Suter,  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, and  Mr.  Dundaa,  were  printed  together,  the  whole 
truth  of  the  case  would  then  be  presented,  and  no  impu- 
tation would  be  thrown  on  any  one.  Mr.  Bradley  alleged 
th&t  certain  extra  allowances  purported  by  the  abstracts 
to  have  been  made  by  him,  which  were  not  made  by  him; 
but  it  should  be  noticed,  that  there  was  no  evidence  that 
these  allowances  were  not  properly  made.  It  was  only 
material  to  investigate  the  matter,  because  Mr.  Bradley 
had  stated  in  his  letter  to  the  President  tliat  Major  Barry 
had  made  one  or  more  of  tliem.  It  was  a  matter  touching 
Mr.  Bradley's  veracity,  which  it  was  deemed  proper  should 
be  put  upon  the  true  ground.  Mr.  G.  was  desirous  tliat 
full  justice  should  be  done  to  Mr.  Bradley,  but  protested 
against  the  effort  which  seemed  to  have  for  its  object 
the  inculpation  of  the  Post  Office  Department  in  the 
transaction  alluded  to;  and  a  reference  to  the  depositions 
of  the  witnesses  before  muned  would  entirely  free  the  de- 
partment from  all  censure. 

It  was  required  by  the  resolution  that  the  department 
should  state  not  only  all  extra  allowances  madei  but  the- 
officers  bv  whom  made,  llie  clerks,  Mr.  Taylor  snd 
Mr.  Dundasi  were  directed  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  Chief 
Clerk,  to  proceed  witli  the  work.  l^Ir.  Brown  was  de- 
tained from  tlie  oiHce  by  sickness.  In  the  execution  of 
the  business,  it  was  discovered  that  the  books  of  tlie  office, 
from  its  commencement,  contained  nothing  showing  by 
vhom  extra  allowances  had  been  made,  but  the  dates  of 
the  entries;  and  Mr.  Dundashad  gone  on  to  state  the  extra 
allowances  as  made  by  Mr.  McLean  up  to  the  day  of  his 
resignation,  and  from  that  period  as  made  wholly  by  l^fajor 
Bariy.  After  he  had  proceeded  in  this  way  for  some  time,  a 
question  arose  as  to  its  correctness,  and  it  was  agreed  by  Mr. 
Taylor  and  Mr.  Dundasto  take  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Brown 
upon  the  subject^  on  which  they  differed  in  opinion.  They 
stiited  to  him  tlie  principle  of  difference,  without  reference 
to  any  particular  case,  (as  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Taylor. )  Mr. 
firown  was  of  opinion  that  tlie  criterion  would  be,  to 
take  from  the  books  the  dates  of  the  first  entries  for  the 
payments  of  extra  allowances,  and  charge  the  making  of 
ttiese  to  the  Postmaster  General  then  in  office;  and  to  state 
all  allowances  as  made  by  Postmaster  General  McLean  up 
to  the  day  of  his  resignation,  and  all  allowances  as  made 
by  Mr.  Bradley,  who  was  by  law  acting  Postmaster  Gene- 
f»li  up  to  the  day  Mr.  Barry  was  sworn  into  office;  and  to 
Mr.  Barry  all  allowances  made  from  that  day  subsequently. 
This  was  the  rule  adopted;  and,  in  conformity  with  it,  the 
name  of  Mr.  Barry  was  erased  in  several  Instances,  and 
Mr.  Bradley's  inserted,  before  the  report  was  completed. 
This  was  the  whole  of  the  matter;  the  original  books  ami 
documents  all  stand  fair  and  unaltered,  and  he  could  see 
no  ground  of  imputation  against  any  one.-  That  some  of 
these  alterations  in  the  abstract  which  these  clerks  \\*ere 
making  were  erroneously  made,  no  one  doubted.  Mr. 
Brown  stated  it  in  his  deposition,  and,  taking  all  the  de- 
positions mentioned,  it  is  explained  in  the  most  satisfac- 
tory manner.  It  arose  from  the  rule  or  principle  on  which 
the  books  have  at  all  times  been  kept;  and  tlie  abstracts 
were  taken  from  the  books  as  kept,  and  from  the  entries 
actually  made  under  Mr.  Bradley,  and  from  no  intention 
to  do  injustice  to  any  one.  Mr..G.  was  himself  convinced 
that  perfect  accuracy  could  not  be  arrived  at,  as  to  tlie 
persons  making  the  extra  allowances,  from  an  inspection 
of  the  books  of  the  department.  It  might  be  done  pos^- 
l>ly  by  an  examination  of  the  correspondence  in  each  case; 
but  that  would  be  an  almost  endless  labor;  and  five  months 
would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  examine  the  necessary 
letters  and  documents.  He  would  unite  with  gentlemen 
in  voting  to  suspend  the  printing,  but  protebted  against  any 
inference  being  drawn  even  to  the  prejudice  of  the  depart- 
ment from  the  transactions  which  were  called  in  question. 


l^lr.  CLAYTON  said,  he  wished  the  ^ntleman  from 
Tennessee,  when  he  expressed  his  opimon  that  others 
believed  no  fraud  was  intended  by  the  erasures,  had  con- 
fined himself  to  what  he  knew,  or  had  better  reason  to 
believe,  than  he  had  condescended  to  name.  The  other 
members  of  the  committee  would  think  for  themselves, 
and  had  not  made  that  gentleman  their  organ  to  express 
any  opinion  on  this  subject.  He  said,  he  understood 
the  gentleman  to  say,  by  way  of  excuse  for  these  muti- 
lated documents,  that,  in  some  of  the  cases,  Mr.  McLean 
had  made  the  allowances.  Sir,  an  inspection  of  the 
evidence  -will  show  that,  in  nearly  all,  if  not  in  everv 
case,  the  reverse  is  the  ftct  The  select  committee  this 
qioming  reported  on  the  affairs  of  the  department)  and 
the  depositions  and  papers  to  show  this,  which  have  all 
been  ordered  to  he  printed,  are  referred  to  in,  and  form 
a  part  of,  the  report.  Among  these  is  a  communication 
from  Mr.  McLean,  in  which  he  informs  the  committee 
that  Mr.  Bradley  never  made  an  allowance  while  he  was 
in  the  office  of  Postmaster  General.  But,  sir,  there  is 
yet  another  reason  why  these  documents  should  not  be 
printed.  They  are  entirely  evasive  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate.  In  a  majority  of  all  the  cases  of  extra 
compensation  set  forth  in  them,  they  do  Aot  state  the 
*<  additional  service"  to  be  performed,  and  which  was 
the  consideration  for  the  allowance.  They  are  now 
spread  on  the  Secretary's  table,  and  you  may  see  that 
they  do  not  constitute,  without  the  contracts,  even  an 
apology  for  an  answer  to  the  recjjuisition  made  by  the 
Senate.  Generally,  they  do  not  give  the  length  of  the 
routes,  or  of  the  time  in  which  they  were  to  be  perform- 
ed— but  leave  you  to  refer  to  the  contracts  themselves, 
which  it  is  not  proposed  to  print.  And  in  one  case, 
w)iere  the  excuse  for  the  extra  allowance  is  set  down  to 
be  an  increase  of  expedition,  by  carrying  the  mail  through 
two  hours  sooner,  the  proof,  as  you  will  see  bv  the  depo- 
sitions, is,  that  it  was  to  be  carried  through  only  one  hour 
and  a  half  sooner  than  before  the  extra  compensation  was 
allowed.  The  law  explicitly  directs  that  the  extra  allow- 
ance shall  be  regulated  by  the  original  contract,  ami 
apportioned  according  to  the  increase  of  duty  to  be  per- 
formed. ^  To  determine  the  propriety  of  the  allowance, 
tl)e  additional  service  must  be  distinctly  stated;. and  as 
this  has  not  been  done  in  most  of  the  cases,  the  docu- 
ments, without  reference  to  the  contracts,  showing  no- 
thing, are  not  worth  the  cost  of  printing.  But  it  is  enough 
now  to  say  that  the  Senate  will  not  deliberately  give  pub- 
licity to  what  they  know  to  be  unti*ue. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  hoped  he  had  not  mistaken  the  object 
of  the  motion  now  before  the  Senate.  He  had  thought 
it  was  with  a  view  to  do  justice  to  Mr.  Bradley;  so  far  he 
was  willing  to  go;  but  fet  it  be  understood  that,  he  did 
not  acquiesce  in  any  denunciation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.  It  was  true  Mr.  Barry's  name 
had  been  erased,  and  Mr.  Bradley's  substituted  in  its 
place;  but  the  clerks  tell  us  it  was  a  mistake — ^that  it  was 
innocently  done.  He  did  not  understand  that  the  answer 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
was  evasive;  he  had  not  been  able  to  give  so  fidl  an  an- 
swer as  was  desirable,  perhaps,  but  at  Uie  next  session  it 
might  be  obtained.  He  knew  that  Mr.  Bradley  was 
charged  with  paying  money,  which  he  should  not  have 
been;  but  he  also  knew  tliat  it  resulted  from  an  innocent 
mistake  of  young  clerks. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  had  yielded  the  floor  to  afford 
other  Senators  an  opportunity  to  explain  their  views. 
It  was  now  proper  to  explain  the  objects  of  the  memo- 
rial. It  was  no  part  of  his  duty  to  go  mtothe  proofs  upon 
the  subject,  to  show  that  the  present  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral has  wilfully  and  corruptly  made  an  allegation  injuri- 
ous to  the  reputation  of  the  memorialist;  or  that  erasures 
of  Mr.  Barry's  name,  and  interlineations  of  Mr.  Bradley's, 
now  admitted  to  have  been    made  at  the  department. 
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.  were  made  fraudulenty  and  comiptly.  His  object  re- 
quired no  such  course,  and  therefore  he  did  not  pursue  it. 

Iftr.  Bradley  has  stated,  and  sworn,  that  the  extra  allow- 
ances mentioned  in  the  memorial  were  made  by  Mr. 
BariT,  and  had  made  this  fact  the  foundation  of  a  charre 
preferred  against  Mr.  Barry  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Bany's  report,  bearing  the  authority 
of  his  official  station  and  his  signature,  asserts,  that  the 
extra  idlowaDoes  were  made  by  Mr.  Bradley.  It  there- 
fore charges  the  statement  and  affidavit  of  the  memo- 
rialist to  be  false.  It  is  now  admitted  on  all  hands,  and 
conclusively  proved  by  an  examination  of  the  books  of 
the  department,  that  the  allowances  were  made  by  the 
present  Postmaster  General,  Mr.  Barry,  and  not  by  Mr. 
Bradley;  and  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Barry,  originally  and 
properly  inserted  in  the  abstract  alluded  to,  has  been 
erased,  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Bradley  substituted;  and  it 
is  therefore  conceded  that  the  representation  given  by 
Mr.  Bradley  is  true,  and  that  given  by  the  report  of  Mr. 
Barry,  the  Postmaster  General,  false.  This  false  report 
has  been  ordered  by  the  Senate  to  be  printed.  The  me- 
morialist asks  a  suspension  of  this  order.  This,  sir,  said 
Mr.  C,  is  the  history  of  this  singular  affair.  The  ques- 
tion for  consideration  is,  whether  the  Senate  will  contri- 
bute their  aid  to  circulate  a  falsehood,  and  thereby  make 
itself  auxiliary  to  the  distribution  of  a  charge,  Dow  admit- 
ted to  be  utterly  untrue,  deeply  offensive  to  the  character 
of  a  man  who  has  grown  grey  in  useful  service  to  his 
country,  and  who  has  attained  an  hononible  old  age  in 
the  midst  of  active  life  without  reproach  to  his  integrity. 
As  a  citizen  of  the  same  State,  he  had  asked  his  protec- 
tion; it  had  cheerfully  been  accorded;  and  he  was  happy 
to  believe  no  member  of  the  Senate  would  withhold  a  vote, 
now  become  necessary,  to  pireserve  an  innoceif  man 
from  an  unmerited  and  unfounded  imputation. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  suspending  the  printing, 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative,  nem.  eon. 

.   PENAL  CODE. 

Mr.  UVKNGSTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  it  would  be 
remembered,  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  session,  he 
had  liud  on  the  table  a  bill  to  establish  a  ^stem  of  penal 
law,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  submitting  it  to  tlie 
consideration  of  the  Senate  at  this  session.  The  time- 
occupied  by  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  during  tlie  be- 
ginning, and  the  extraordinary  press  of  business  during 
Sie  remainder  of  the  session,  concurred  with  other  cir- 
cumstances in  preventing  him  from  bringing  it  up.^  Among 
them  was  a  proposition  for  appointing  commissioners  to 
frame  a  code  of  laws  for  the  District  of  Columbia;  for 
that  part  of  which,  relating  to  penal  law,  this  system  forms 
an  important  point.  That  proposition  having,  within  a 
few  days,  &iled,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  now,  in  pursu- 
ance of  notice  given  on  a  former  day,  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  his  bill.  It  was  his  intention,  had  time  permit- 
ted, to  have  developed  the  principles  of  the  bill,  some 
of  which  would  be  found  extremely  important.  Under 
present  circumstances,  he  would  confine  himself  to  say- 
mg  that  it  laid  down  general  principles  applicable  to  the 
subject,  provided  for  the  cases  of  those  general  acts 
which  ought  to  be  punishable  under  the  powers  vested 
in  the  General  Government,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
United  States  they  may  be  committed,  and  those  which 


may  be  committed  in  places  under  the  exclusive  juriadic- 
tton  of  the  United  States,  inclu<Ung,  of  course,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia — that  it  accurately  defined  all  offences, 
provided  as  well  for  their  prevention  as  their  punishment— 
mcludes  a  complete  system  of  procedure — a  code  of  pri- 
son discipline,  and  a  book  of  definitions,  expluning  all 
the  technical  words  used  in  every  part  of  the  s>'stein. 
He  would  mention  two  important  features  in  the  plan— 
the  one  was,  providing,  by  positive  law,  for  defining  and 
punishing  offences  against  the  laws  of  nations,  and,  among 
them,  some  which  had  hitherto  been  left  without  any 
sanction;  such  as  offences  against  that  law  which  regu- 
lated, in  mo<lern  times,  the  conduct  of  civilized  nations 
with  respect  to  each  o^er  in  time  of  war  as  well  as  of 
peace.  As  these  were  entirely  new,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
wished,  when  the  document  was  put  in  the  hands  of  the 
Senators,  they  would  pay  particular  attention  to  its  pro- 
visions, as  well  to  one  most  important  principle  which 
pervades  the  whole — ^the  total  abolition  of  the  punishment 
of  death.  To  this  he  invited  the  Senators  to  give  a  most 
serious  reflection,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  discussion  which  he  should  think  it  a  duty  to  invite  %t 
the  next  session. 

Having  been  prevented,  by  the  reasons  which  he  had 
mentioned,  from  explaining  the  provisions  of  the  system 
in  an  address  to  the  Senate,  he  would  supply  it  by  an 
introductory  report  which  would  be  delivered  to  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  together  with  the  system.  Mr.  L. 
then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  which  wis 
granted. 

Mr.  ROBBTNS  said  that  he  held  a  document  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  the  punishment  of  death,  which 
he  thought  would  be  very  useful  to  the  Senate  in  form- 
ing an  opinion  on  that  subject.  It  consisted  of  extTActs 
from  reports  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  by  the 
Senator  from  that  State,  which  had  been  lately  repub- 
lished in  Pennsylvania.  He  moved  that  it  might  be  printed; 
which  was  ordered. 

On  moti<in  of  Mr.  WOODBURY,  the  Senate  then  went 
into  executive  business,  and  sat  with  closed  doors  till  four 
o'clock,  when  they  took  a  recess  till  six. 

EvxiriNO  sxssioir. 

The  Senate  re-assembled  at  six  o'clock,  and  immediately 
went  into  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
sat  with  closed  doors  until  half  past  seven. 

Messrs.  Woodbvbt  and  Bdbvxt  were  then  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  to  join  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that,  unless  he  luid 
some  further  communications  to  make  to  that  body,  it 
was  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  committee  soon  af\er  returned,  and  notified  the 
Senate  that  the  committee  had  attended  to  the  duty  as* 
signed  them,  and  that  the  President  informed  tliem  be 
had  no  further  communicationa  to  make. 

On  motion. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House  of  Re- 

1>resentatives  that  the  Senate,  having*  concluded  the  legis- 
ative  business  before  it,  are  now  ready  to  adjourn. 
The  Secretary  having  returned. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro.  Um.  adjourned  the  Senate  ime 
die.  ^ 
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TsTmsDAT,  DxcxirBsm  9,  1830. 
CHOCTAW  TREATY. 
The  fonowingf  metBaj^e  wss  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Dovklsoh,  his  Secretary: 

To  the  Sarnie  of  the  United  States,- 

GsxTLxxxir :  I  transmit  herewith  a  treat)',  conduded 
bj  commissioners  duly  authorized  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians,  which, 
with  the  explanatory  documents,  is  submitted  to  the  Se- 
nate for  their  advice  and  consent  as  to  The  ratification  of 
the  same. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
December  9^  1830. 

The  message,  treaty,  and  documents  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  that  the  treaty  and  documents  be 
printed  under  an  injunction  of  secrecy. 

TUKSDAT,    DeCSXBKB    14f, 

The  followingmotion,  submitted  by  Mr.  POIND EXTER, 
was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

JUsohedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  copies  of 
any  letters  or  other  communications  which  may  have  been 
received  at  the  Department  of  War,  from  the  chiefs  and 
headmen,  or  any  one  of  them,  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  In- 
dians, since  the  treaty  entered  into  by  the  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  with  tliat  tribe  of  Indians, 
at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek;  and  that  he  also  be  requested 
to  inform  the  Senate,  from  the  information  which  he  may 
possess  on  that  subject,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
number  of  Indians  belonging  to  said  tribe  have  emigrated  to 
the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  since  the  date  of  said 
treaty,  and  whether  any  reluctance  has  been  manifested 
by  said  Indians,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  emig^te  accord- 
ing to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty;  and,  also,  what  num- 
ber of  said  tribe  had  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi,  ac- 
cording to  former  treaties  entered  into  with  them. 


MoirpAT,  DxcBMBxm  20. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Dokklsok,  his  Secretary: 

n  the  SenaU  of  the  United  State$: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  14th  instant,  calling  for  copies  of  an^  letters  or  other 
communications  which  may  have  been  received  at  the  De- 
partment of  War,  from  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  or  any 
one  of  them,  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indianb,  nnce  the 
treaty  entered  into  by  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  with  that  tribe  of  Indians,  at  Dancing 
Babbit  creek;  and  also  for  information  showing  the  num- 
ber of  Indians  belonging  to  that  tribe  who  have  emigrated 
to  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  &c.  &c.,  I  submit 
herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing 
the  information  requested. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

December  20,  1830. 

The  message  and  documents  were  read. 

Ordtredf  iTiat  they  be 'referred  to  tlie  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  be  printed  in  confidence  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 


7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*: 

Since  my  measagfe  of  the  20th  of  December  last, 
transmitting  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  information  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  14th  December,  in  relation  to  the  treaty  con- 
cluded at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek  with  the  Choctaw  Indians, 
I  have  received  the  two  letters  which  are  herewith  en- 
closed, containing  further  information  on  the  subject. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

January  :^,  1831. 

The  message  and  the  aiccom'panying  documents  were 
read. 

Ordered^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  a!h 
Indian  Affairs,  and  be  printed  under  an  injunction  of  se- 
crecy. 


TuxsDAT,  Januabt  4. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  9th  December,  the  treaty  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians,  together  with  the  messages  relating 
thereto,  of  the  20th  December,  and  the  3d  instant,  report- 
ed the  treaty  without  amendment. 

Thubsdat,  Fxbbuabt  17. 

The  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indians  was  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POIND  EXTER, 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  BENTON, 
was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Hetohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be  au- 
thorized to  call  before  them  any  persons  now  in  Washing- 
ton city,  and  takie  their  examinations,  on  oath,  relative  to 
the  country  destined  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaws,  and 
other  Indians,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  w^ho  have  removed;  and  report  the 
said  examinations  to  the  Senate. 


MoHBAT,  Jaicvabt  3,  1831. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  DovsLsoir,  his  Secretary: 


Satubdat,  Fxbbuaby  19. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
who  were  autliorized,  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  17t}x  instant,  to  take  depositions  relative  to  the  coun- 
try destined  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi, submitted  the  answers  of  William  Clark,  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis,  to  certain  interro- 
gatories propounded  by  the  committee. 

The  document  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
tlie  consideration  of  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indians; 
and,  no  amendment  liaving  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  Senate* 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  reaolutionj  which 
was  considered  by  unanimous  consent: 

Mesohed,  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur- 
ring,) That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  consent  to  the  rati- 
fication, of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  the  Mingles,  chiefs,  captains,  and  warriors  of 
the  Choctaw  nation,  concluded  at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1830,  together  with  the  sup- 
plement thereto,  concluded  at  the  same  place  tlie  28th  of 
September,  1830. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  KNIGHT  to  amend  the 
resolution,  by  inserting  aner  '*  That,"  in  the  second  line, 
the  following:  <* disavowing  the  princt]^e  asserted  by  the 
commissioners,  in  the  preamble,  that  the  President  can- 
not protect  the  Choctaw  people  in  their  rights  and  pos- 
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sessions  in  the  State  of  Mississippi;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
he  has  full  power  and  authority  so  to  do,  and  with  this 
asseveration." 

And,  after  debate. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  it  was  agreed  to  re- 
commit the  treaty  to  the  Committee  of  the  WRdIc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble of  the  treaty,  the  question  was  put — Shall  the  fol- 
lowing^ words,  **  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  has  extended  the  laws  of  said  State  to 
persons  and  property  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the 
same;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  said  that 
he  cannot  protect  the  Choctaw  people  from  the  operation 
of  these  laws:  Now,  therefore,  that' the  Ghoctaws  may  live 
under  their  own  laws,  in  peace  with  tlie  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  they  have  determined  to  sell  their 
lands  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  have  accordini^ly  agreed 
to  the  following  articles  of  treaty" — stand  part  of  the 
treaty?  And  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  33. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hayne,  King,  Livingston,  Tazewell,  White. — 11. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb,  Burnet,  Cham- 
bers, Chase,  Dickerson,  Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  Knight,  McKinley, 
Marks,  Naudain,  Poiodexter,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Sanford,  Seymour,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith, 
of  South  Carolina,  Sprague,  Troup,  Tyler,  Willey,  Wood- 
bury.-^2. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  preamble  was  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendment  having  been  made,  the  treaty 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  question  ngain  put,  and 
the  amendment  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resohedj  (two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur- 
ring*) That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  consent  to  the  rati- 
6cation  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  the  Mingx>es,  chiefs,  captains,  and  warriors  of 
the  Choctaw  nation,  concluded  at  Dancing  Rabi>it  creek 


on  the  15th  of  September,  1830,  together  with  the  sup- 
plement thereto,  concluded  at  tlie  same  place  the  28t)i 
September,  1830,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  preamble. 

MOITDAT,  FbBRUAHT   21. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  together  with  the  resolution, 
submitted  the  19th  instant,  to  ratify  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KNIGHT  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  inserting  after  the  word  <*That,"  in  the  second  line, 
the  following  words:  ** disavowing  the  principle  asserted 
by  the  commissioners,  in  their  negotiation,  that  the  Pre- 
sident cannot  protect  the  Choctaw  people  in  their  pro- 
pei-ty,  rights,  and  possessions  in  the  State  of  Mississippi"— 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  25. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers,  Chase,  Clayton, 
Foot,  Frelinghuysen,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Marks, 
Naudain,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  SUsbee,  Sprague, 
Willey.>-19. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Benton,  •  Bibb,  Brown,  Dickerson,  Dudley, 
Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Hendricks,  Iredell,  Kane, 
King,  Livingston,  McKinley,  Poindexter,  Robinson,  San- 
ford, Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Taic- 
well,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Woodbury.~25. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative--yeas  33,  nays  12. 

Those  who  voted  in  tlie  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chase,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Ellis,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hayne,  Ueiulricka, 
Holmes,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King,  Knight,  Living- 
ston, McKinley,  Poindexter,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Kugglcs 
Sanford.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Smith,  of  South  Carulnu, 
Tazewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  White,  Willey,  Woodbur}'.-3;>. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Barton,  Burnet,  Chambers,  Clayton,  Foot,  Fre- 
linghuysen, Marks,  Naudain^  Noble,  Seymour,  SiUSc, 
Sprague. — 12. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States, 
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Monday,  Decbmbxb  6,  1830. 

At  12  o'clock  precisely,  the  roll  of  members  was  called 
over  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  (Matthew  St.  Clair 
Clabki,)  and  it  appeared  that  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  Members  and  two  Delegates  were  present. 

The  Clerk  having  announced  that  a  quorum  of  the 
House  was  present-^ 

Mr.  ARCHER,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  said  that  he  was 
requested  by  his  colleague,  the  Speaker  of  this  House, 
to  state,  that  he  was  prevented  from  attending  by  indis- 
position; but  that  he  expected  to  be  able  to  reach  the  city 
before  the  usual  hour  of  sitting  of  the  House  to-morrow. 
A  gentleman  who  had  arrived  in  the  city  in  this. morning's 
mail-boat,  brought  information  that  he  passed  the  Speaker 
yesterday  on  his  road  to  this  place.  In  anticipation  of 
the  question  which  might  be  presented  bv  the  absence  of 
the  Speaker,  Mr.  A.  said  he  had  looked  to  the  records, 
to  ascertain  what  had  been  the-  practice  of  the  House  on 
like  cases  heretofore.  He  found  that  it  had  been  twofold: 
in  one  or  more  cases,  the  House  having,  on  the  absence 


of  the  Speaker,  adjourned  from  day  to  day,  and  In  t«o 
cases,  occurring  in  one  year,  (1798,)  having  elccti^l » 
Speaker  pratempore.  He  had  risen,  he  said,  only  to  nuke 
the  communication  which  he  had  done  from  the  Speaker, 
and  to  state  what  had  been  the  practice  heretofore.  H 
would  be  for  the  House  to  determine  what  course  it  wonlJ 
pursue  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  POLK,  of  Tennessee,  said,  after  the  commun'icati" 
which  had  just  been  made  to  the  House,  it  being  prob- 
ble  that  the  Speaker  would  be  here  to-morrow,  he  shoul  i 
propose  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  until  to-morrov 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  and  decided  u 
the  af!irmativ£. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  7. 

The  SPEAKER  (the  Hon.  Akdrew  STEVEysox,  o 
Virgpnia)  being  present  this  day,  took  the  chair  *t  1 
o'clock. 
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The  journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read,  the  mem- 
bers elected  since  the  last  sesnon  were  sworn  in. 

Messages  were  then  intercj^anged  between  the  two 
Houses,  that  they  were  respectively  ready  to  proeeed  to 
business. 

A  coimnittee  was  then  appointed,  to  join  such  commit- 
tee as  should  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to 
wait  upon  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  were  formed,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communis 
cation  which  he  might  have  to  make. 

Soon  after  which,  Mr.  HAYNES  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee bsd  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York,  it  was  de- 
termined that  two  chaplains  should  be  appointed,  as  usual, 
of  diiTcrent  denominations,  to  interchange  weekly  between 
the  two  Houses. 

The  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
then  brought  in  by  his  private  Secretary,  Mr.  Donelson, 
read,  andordered  to  be  printed — referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

[The  message  and  accompanying  documents  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix.] 

WsDirxsDAT,-  Dkcxmbib  8. 

Mr.  J.  W. TAYLOR  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

"Heaolced,  That  the  standing  committees  he  now  ap- 
pointed, pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House." 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  remarked,  that  the  Speaker  did  not 
arrive  until  yesterday;  that  he  had  been,  and  still  was, 
laboring  under  a  painful  indisposition;  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  that  the  resolve  lie  on  the  table,  to  allow  him 
further  time  to  make  a  selection  of  the  committees. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  hoped  that  his  colleague  would  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  present,  to  give  him  an  opportu- 
nity to  explain  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  offer 
ihe  resolution. 

Mr.  H.  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  obsei-ved,  that  yesterday  the  message  of 
the  President  had  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  he  supposed 
the  House  would  this  day  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  message  of  the  President.  Before 
going  into  committee,  the  standing  committees  iriust  be 
appointed;  for  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  would  come  to 
no  resolutions  for  referring  the  different  subjects  con- 
tained in  the  message  until  the  standing  committees  were 
ippwnted.  If,  however,  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Speaker 
to  defer  the  appointment  of  the  standing  committees  of 
^e  House,  he  certainly  should  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  entirely  concurred  with  his  colleague 
M  to  the  propriety  of  appointing  tlic  standing  committees 
wforc  taking  up  the  message  for  distribution  to  commit- 
tees, but  again  referred  to  the  short  time  the  Speaker 
^  been  in  the  city,  and  his  late  severe  and  continued  ill- 
«f«.  Mr.  H.  concluded  by  again  moving  that  the  reso- 
lution lie  on  the  table. 

Af^era  few  words  from  the  SPEAKER,  intimating  that 
he  had  the  physical  power  to  make  the  appointments,  but 
^t  he  had  not  yet  received  a  list  of  the  members  who 
hadtaken  their  seats. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  IlofrwA??, 
*nd  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

And  tlie  House  adjourned. 

Thubsday,  Decbmueb  9. 

Mr.  TAVLOB  moved  tljat  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  yesterday  submitted 
^v  him  for  the  appointment  of  the  standing  committees  of 
^he  House;  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  rcso- 
wtion,  and  it  waa  agreed  to. 


So  the  House  a^eed  that  the  standing  committees 
should  now  be  appomted.  [They  will  be  appointed  by 
the  Speaker,  and  probably  reported  to  the  House  to- 
morrow.] 

PRESroENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  BIr.  HOFFMAN,  the  House  then  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Wick  urn  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  resolutions  referring  the  va- 
rious subjects  of  the  President's  message  to  different 
standing  and  select  committees. 

Some  conversation  then  took  place  between  Messrs. 
STRONG,  HOFFMAN,  WAYNE,  and  VANCE,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  referring  some  of  the  subjects  above  no- 
ticed to  a  standing  or  select  committee,  when  the  Cliair> 
man  suggested  that  the  better  mode  would  be  to  take  the 
question  on  each  resolution  sepapitely. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  adopted  without 
objection. 

I'he  third  resolution  being  read  as  follows,  viz. 

<<  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates 
to  the  subscribing  to  tlie  stock  of  private  companies  for 
internal  improvement;  and  so  much  of  the  said  message  as 
relates  to  the  distribution  among  the  several  States  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  after  tlie  payment  of  the  public  debt,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee.*' 

Mr.  STRONG  considering  the  two  subjects  involved  in 
the  resolution  to  be  distinct,  and  to  depend  on  different 
principles,  moved  a  division  of  the  question,  so  as  to  refer 
the  first  clause  to  a  select  committee;  and  the  last  clause 
also  to  another  select  committee. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  professing  a  willingness  to  separate 
the  subjects  if  his  colleague  moved,  and  the  House  de- 
sired it, 

The  motion  of  Mr.  STRONG  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
subjects  referred  to  distinct  select  committees. 

The  sixth  resolution  being  read  as  follows: 

*(  licholvedt  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates 
to  tlic  public  debt,  tiie  revenue,  its  security,  and  collec- 
tion, the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  organization 
of  a  bank  founded  on  public  and  individual  deposites,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of -Ways  and  Means." 

Mr.  WAYNE  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolution*  by 
striking  out  the  words  **the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States, 
and  the  organization  of  a  bank  founded  on  public  and  in- 
dividual deposites,"  and  at  tlie  end  of  the  said  resolution 
to  add  the  following: 

**  And  that  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  refers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  organization  of  a 
bank  as  a  branch  of  the  Treasury  Department,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee." 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
that  the  sense  of  the  committee-  sliould  first  be  had  on 
striking  out. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and, 

The  question  being  put  by  the  CUAIH, 

It  was  decided  in  the  negati^  e — only  fifty-four  rising  in 
Hivor  of  striking  out. 

The  remainder  of  the  resolvitions  were  then  severally 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  an<l  reported  the  resolutions 
as  amended  to  the  House. 

The  question  being  stated  from  the  CHAIR  to  agree 
to  the  resolutions,  as  amended  in  committee, 

Mr.  WAYNE  moved  that  the  question  be  put  on  agree- 
ing to  all  but  the  sixth. 

No  objection  being  made,  tJic  cmcstion  was  so  taken, 
and  all  tlic  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  House,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sixth. 

Mr.  WAYNE  now  renewed  the  motion  which  he  had 
ra:ide  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WAYNE,  in  supporting  this  motion,  apologized  for 
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troubling  the  House  with  a  remark  or  two  on  this  topic, 
at  so  early  a  period  of  the  session.  The  first  communi- 
cation  made  to  Congress  by  the  present  Executive,  (at  the 
hist  session,)  intimated  a  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  recliartering  the  existing  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  portion  of  his  message  on  this  subject  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who 
submitted  to  the  House  a  report,  in  which  they  exhibited 
at  great  length  their  views,  which  were  opposed  to  those 
expressed  by  the  President.  Should  the  present  portion 
of  his  message  be  referred  to  the  same  committee,  unless 
some  great  and  unexpected  change  had  taken  place  in 
their  opinions  since  the  last  session,  the  subject  would  be 
met  by  men  whose  minds  were  already  made  op,  whose 
sentiments  had  been  publicly  expressed,  and  who,  there- 
fore, could  not  be  expected  to  give  it  that  fair  and  un- 
biassed  consideration  which  itsg^eat  importance  demanded. 
The  importance  of  the  question  touching  the  bank  must 
be  acknowledged  by  every  one,  as  i»ell  as  its  agitating 
effect  on  the  public  mind,  throughout  every  portion  of  the 
Union.  He  conceived  it  as  only  respectful  to  the  Presi- 
dent, when  such  a  subject  was  by  him  officially  recom- 
mended to  the  attention  of  Congress,  to  place  it  in  siich 
an  attitude  as  should  secure  to  it  a  calm  investigpation  by 
persons  who  had  not  prejudged  it.  Mr.  W.  said  he  should 
not  disguise  the  fact  that  his  own  views  in  relation  to  the 
rechartering  of  the  present  bank  were  such  as  would  in- 
duce him  to  vote  against  it  in  every  event;  but  what  he 
wished  at  present  was,,  that  the  House  might  ascertain 
whether  it  was  practicable  or  not  to  organize  ah  institution 
resting  on  the  funds  of  the  country,  which,  while  it  se- 
cured all  the  advantages  intended  to  be  attuned  by  the 
existing  bank,  should  avoid  the  dangers  with  which  that 
establishment  was  by  many  conceived  to  be  fraught.  The 
inclination  of  his  own  mind  was  to  the  opinion  that  this 
was  practicable;  but  he  desired,  at  all-  events,  that  the 
question  should  be  submitted  to  those  who  would  go  to 
its  discussion  untrapmelled  by  any  previous  judgment. 
It  was  not  from  any  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  bank  that 
he  was  induced  to  desire  this,  but  from  a  wish  for  fairness 
in  the  treatment  of  tlie  subject  itself,  and  from  respect 
to  a  communication  made  to  Congress  by  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  whilst  he  had, 
he  trusted,  a  proper  regard  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  he  had  some  regard  also  for  the  committee 
to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  refer  this  subject.  He  did 
not  himself  feel  any  particular  interest  in  this  matter, 
either  for  or  against  the  bank.  Bat,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  a  very  able  report  upon  the  subject  had  been 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  he  had 
no  doubt  placed  the  subject  in  as  fair  a  point  of  view  as  it 
could  be  placed  by  a  select  or  any  other  committee.  He 
had  heard  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  subject  should  now 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  that  committee.  As  this 
subject,  moreover,  had  been  heretofore  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  give  it  a  different  di- 
rection now,  would  be  to  cast  a  reflection  on  Uiat  highly 
respectable  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  stands  a  gen- 
tleman whose  character  for  firmness  on  the  one  hand,  and 
integrity  and  abilities  on  the  other,  could  not  be  question- 
ed.    Mr.  C.  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONDICT,  of  New  Jersey,  desired  that  the  ques- 
tion on  Mr.  Watne's  amendment  should  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  it  was  ordered  accordingly  to  be  so  taken. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  proposed  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause,  and  refer 
simply  the  question  concerning  the  present  bank,  without 
the  establishment  of  a  substitute  for  it,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  New  York,  said  that,  if  the  subject 
referred  to  in  the  message  had  been  entirely  new,  he 


should  have  no  objections  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Watits;]  but  when  it 
was  considered  that,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  report 
made  at  the  last  session  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  continued  as  a  part  of  the  business  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  that  fact,  he  thought,  furnished  an  objection 
against  the  tending  of  the  same  subject  to  a  select  cont- 
mittee.  Stch  a  measure  would  amount,  in  substance,  to 
sending  the  report  of  one  of  the  standing  committees  of 
this  House  to  be  reviewed  by  a  select  committee.  Would 
this  be  respectful?  Would  it  be  treating  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  with  that  deference  which  was  due  to 
them,  to  take  their  report,  (whether  it  was  before  the 
House,  or  had  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  or  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,)  and  send  it  to  a  select  committee >  What  direc- 
tion had  been  given  to  the  report  of  last  sesson,  he  had 
been  unable  to  ascertain,  the  means  not  being  at  this  time 
within  reach  of  the  officers  of  the  House;  but,  whaterer 
it  had  been,  the  report  was  a  part  of  the  business  of  the 
House  continued  over  from  last  session,  and  was  to  be 
viewed  in  all  respects  the  same  as  if  it  had  heen  rendered 
at  the  present  session.  And  he  put  it  to  the  House  whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  send  a  report  now  made  by  one  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  and  submit  it  to  another? 

[The  CHAIR  here  stated  that  he  was  informed  by  the 
Clerk  that  the  report  of  th^  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  was  at  the  last  session  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  if  that  were  the  case,  could  any 
one  disapprove  an  arrangement  which  would  eventuate  in 
sending  the  subject  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  that  it  might  there  receive  the  fullest 
examination  that  any  of  its  advocates  could  desire?  He 
suggested  to  the  House,  therefore,  that  the  course  in  the 
original  motion  wsis  evidently  the  proper  one. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  makmgthc 
motion  he  had  done  in  reference  to  this  clause  of  thePre- 
sident's  message,  he  had  not  intended  to  express  either 
approbation,  or  the  contrary,  as  to  the  reasoning  or  the 
statement  of  facts  it  contained;  nor  had  he  supposed  that 
his  motion  involved  the  slightest  disrespect  towards  the 
Executive.  .  He  had  been  led  to  propose  tlie  disposition 
to  be  given  to  the  subject,  from  no  friendship  or  hostility 
to  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes:  no  expression 
of  opinion  on  that  subject  was  now  called  for. 

[The  CHAIR  observed  that  the  merits  of  the  measure 
proposed  in  the  message  were  not  before  the  House,  but 
simply  a  question  as  to  the  proper  committee  to  whom  it 
was  to  go.  ] 

Mr.  H.  resumed,  and  said  that  he  had  made  the  fore- 
going obser^'ations  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
away  any  inference,  from  his  motion,  of  his  personal 
friendship  or  hostility  toward  the  bank  as  now^  organized. 
That  subject  had  always,  heretofore,  been  referred  to  the 
standing  committee  of  the  House  having  cognizance  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  He  could  not  brin^  hiinself  to 
believe  that  the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  forming  that 
committee  were  so  irrevocably  fixed,  as  not  to  remain 
open  to  the  developments  of  time  and  the  influence  ol 
sound  reasoning.  Could  he  suppose  this,  he  should  cer 
tainly  be  in  favor  of  referring  the  subject  to  some  com- 
mittee which  should  be  differently  constituted.  It  was 
indifferent  to  him  what  might  be  the  disposition  made  by 
the  House  of  this  part  of  the  message.  If  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  he  hoped  that  such  a  committee 
would  be  selected  as  would  be  perfectly  competent  to  the 
consideration  of  the  matter;  and  if  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  trusted  that  they  w;ould 
Consider  it  dispassionately,  and  without  prejudice.  Eitliti 
course  would  secure,  he  doubted  not,  a  full  and  able  in 
vestigation. 

Mr.  WAYNE  again  rose.  It  was,  he  said,  from  no  vfs\ 
of  respect  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  In 
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had  been  induced  to  desire  that  this  important  subject 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  He  again  in- 
sisted,  that  when  the  subject  of  a  national  bank  had  been 
a  second  time,  and  in  a  moce  explicit  and  pai*ticu1ar  man- 
ner, recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  it 
would  not  be  respectful  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  send  it 
back  to  a  committee  who  had  mafle  up  their  opinion  in 
opposition  to  that  intimated  by  the  Executive.  He  bad 
not  the  least  doubt  that  if  the  light  of  truth  could  be  made 
manifest  to  them,  the  minds^  of  those  gentlemen  were 
open  to  conviction  on  this  as  on  every  other  subject;  But 
aU  knew  that  truth  was  of\en  difficult  of  access,  and  some- 
times not  less  difficult  to  be  received,  and  this  agknow- 
Icdgment  involved  no  imputation  whatever  on  the  upright- 
ness of  that  committee.  He  had  another  reason  for  wishing 
the  amendment  to  prevail;  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that, 
unless  the  question  wa^  submitted  to  a  few  minds  which 
felt  a  strong  interest  in  regard  to  it,  it  would  be  examined 
with  that  application  and  industry  which  were  indispensa- 
ble to  the  tiill  development  of  the  subject.  The  sugges- 
tion of  the  President  involved  a  reference  to  the  amount 
and  places  of  deposite,  their  effect  upon  commerce,  &c. 
&c.  which  could  not  be  gone  into  at  large  unless  by  a  com- 
mittee specially-  devoted  to  the  subject  If  the  Hqi^e 
approached  the  investigation  through  its  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  could  it  expect  as  full  and  detailed  a  re- 
port as  if  by  a  select  committee,  whose  views  corresponded 
with  those  of  the  President?  He  knew  that  gentlemen 
would  object  to  his  proportion;  tliat  the  reference  to  a 
select  committee  would  excite  a  belief  in  the  community 
that  the  United  States'  Bank  was  not  to  be  rechartered, 
and  thus  greatly  depress  the  price  of  bank  stock.  Admit 
tba.t  such  might  be  the  effect,  was  this  a  valid  objection? 
Was  the  House  bound  to  preclude  inquirer  on  a  most  im- 
portant subject,  from  a  fear  that  the  discussion  might 
afTect  the  price  of  stocks?  Suppose  the  question  should 
be  deferred,  it  must  come  up  at  last;  and  would  it  not 
afTect  stock  then  as  much  as  now?  Mr.  W.  said,  when 
the  question  came  up  on  rcchartering  the  bank  as  now 
organized,  he  should  vote  against  it,  because  its  benefits 
enured  to  individuals  and  not  to  the  Crovernment,  who 
might  by  means  of  such  an  institution  contribute  to  relieve 
the  people  of  the  Union  from  unjust  taxation  to  the  amount 
perhaps  of  millions  annually.  He  should,  however,  ab- 
stain from  entering  upon  the  merits  of  the  main  Question 
at  this  time.  He  was  aware  that  it  would  not  be  m  order 
to  touch  upon  them.  He  had  had  the  honor  of  offering  a 
resolution  on  the.  same  subject  at  the  last  session,  and 
should  renew  it  at  the  present  session.  '  His  only  motive 
then,  as  now,  had  been  to  promote  an  inquiry  after  truth. 
He  tKrlieved  that  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
voiild  elicit  a  mass  of  facts  which  it  was  desirable  to  ob- 
tain, and  which  would  not  otherwise  comfe  before  the 
House,  tending  to  show  whether  the  measure  proposed 
by  the  Executive  were  practicable  or  not. 

Mr.  CAMBR£L£NG,  of  New  York,  said  that  if  the 
yeas  and  nays  had  not  been-  ordered  on  this  subject,  he 
should  not  have  risen.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amende 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  because  he  viewed 
the  whole  question  as  premature  at  this  time.  When  the 
proper  time  arrived  for  its  consideration,  he  should  cer- 
tainly be  in  iavor  of  referring  it  to  a  select  committee. 
It  had  been  so  referred  when  the  bank  petitioned  for  a 
reucwal  of  its  charter.  He  had  the  gp^eatest  respect  for 
the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [Mr.McDurni,]  but  he  thought  the  subject  ought 
never  to  come  before  the  House  until  the  bank  should 
again  appear  as  a  petitioner  for  tlie  renewal  of  its  charter. 
The  President,  in  presenting  his  message  to  Cong^ss, 
had  g^lanced  his  eye  over  the  whole  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  had,  very  properly,  g^ven  to  the  House  his  views 
of  a  great  and  weighty  question  of  public  policy.  It  was 
a  question  which  involved  the  circulating  medium,  and,  in 
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fact,  the  property  of  the  whole  nation.  As  suoh,  the  ques- 
tion was  before  the  people — ^it  was  a  question  for  the  na- 
tion to  decide.  In  this  House^  it  was  not  fairly  presented 
as  a  subject  of  inquiry  until  the  bank  should  apply  for  a 
new  charter;  \then  that  time  arrived,  Mr.  C  said  he 
should  be  for  sending  it  to  a  select  committee;  but  at  pre- 
sent the  whole  matter  was  premature. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WAYNB,  and  decided  in  the  negatire,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  foHows: 

YEAS. — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  'Angel,  Barnwell, 
Baylor,  Beli,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Bor9t,  Brodp 
head,  Carson,  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner, 
Daniel,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Pavis,  Earl!,  Findlay, 
FonI,  Foster,  Pry,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Ham« 
mons,  Haynet,  Hinds,  Leonard  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson, 
Kennon,  Perkins  Kin^,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Leoompte, 
Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkm,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Monell,  Nor- 
ton, Nuckolls,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Rencher^ 
Roane,  Sanford^  Scott,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thompsoh,  John  Thomson, 
Trezvant,  Tucker,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Wicklifte,  Yancey. — 
67. 

NAYS. — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Beekman,  Bockee,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Cambrelen^,  Chilton,  Clark, 
Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crocheron,  Denny,  Dickinson,  Draper, 
Drayton,  Dudley,,  Duncan,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  G.  Evans,  J. 
Evans,  H.  Everett,  Finch,  Gilmore,  Gorhani,  Green,  Gren- 
nell,  Harvey,  Hemplull,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Holland,  How- 
ard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Irvin, 
Jenningfs,  Johns,  Kendall,  Iwiucaid,  A.  Kinjr,  Lent,  Letch- 
er, Lyon,  Magee,  Mallary,  Marr,  Martindale,  Lewis  Max- 
well, McCreery,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Miller,  Iditchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Overton,  fatten,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Richardson,  Rose,  Russel,  William  B.  Shepard, 
Semmes,  Sill,  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg, 
Stanbery,  Sterigere,  Storrs,  Strong,  Si^therland,  Swann, 
Swift,  -Taylor,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vin- 
ton, Washington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson,  Wingate,  Young. — 108. 

So  the  House  refused  to  amend  the  resolution,  and  the 
resolution,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  Decxmbeh  10. 

After  the  reception  of  a  great  number  of  petitions  and 
resolutions: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  in  order  to  give  time^ 
for  the  House  to  make  the  preliminary  arrangements  for 
the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  which  commences  in  the  Senate 
chamber  at  12  o'clock  on  Monday' next,  the  House  agreed 
to  meet  at  11  o'clock  on  that  day. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


MoxDAT,  DxcnrBBB  13. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  bn  behalf  of  the  managers  appoint- 
ed to  conduct  the  impeachment  against  Judge  James  H. 
Peck,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  agreed 
to: 

The  Committee  of  Managera  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  aonduct  the  impeachment  against 
James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Missouri,  report,  that  they  have 
had  under  consideration  the  answer  of  Judge  Peck  to  the 
article  of  impeachment  exhibited  agunst  him  by  the 
House,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
plication thereto: 
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RIPLICATIOK 

By  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  to 
the  answer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Peck,  Judee  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Missouri,  to  the  article  of  impeachment  exhibited  against 
him  by  the  said  House  of  Representatives. 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  States 
having  considered  the  answer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Peck, 
Judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Missouri,  to  the  article  of  impeachioent  against  him 
by  them  exhibited,  in  the  name  of  themselves  and  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  reply,  that  the  said  James 
H.  Peck  is  guilty  in  such  manner  as  he  stands  impeached; 
and  that  tlie  House  of  Representatives  will  be  ready  to 
prove  their  charges  against  him  at  such  convenient  time 
and  place  as  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Reaoloedt  That  the  foreeoing  replication  be  put  in  to  the 
answer  and  plea  of  the  aforesaid  James  H.  Peck,  on  be- 
half of  this  House)  and  that  tlie  managers  be  instructed  to 
maintain  the  said  replication  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  at 
such  time  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate. 

DUTIES  ON  SUGAR. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Besolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
duties  on  sugar  imported  from  foreign  countries  into  the 
•  United  States. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  required  that  the  question  be 
taken  upon  the  consideration  of  the  resolution;  and  MK 
WILLIAMS  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 
They  were  ordered  by  the  Mouse,  and,  being  taken,  stood 
as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Angel, 
Archer,  Armstrongt  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringcr,  Bay- 
lor, Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Brown,  Cambrelen^,  Campbell,  Carson,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
Coke,  Conner,  Craig,*  Crocheron,  Warren  R.  Davis,  De- 
sha, De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Earll,  Gaither, 
Gordon,  Hall,  Hahcy,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Hayncs,  Hinds, 
Holland,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  Cave  John* 
son,  Lamar,  Lea,  I^ecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lump- 
kin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mitchell, 
Monell,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers, 
Rencher,  Roane,  Sanford,  William B.  Shepard,  Aug\istine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Speight,  Richard  Spencer,  Stan- 
bery,  Standcfer,  Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thompson,  Tucker, 
Verplanck,  Wayne,  W^eks,  Campbell  P.  White,  Williams, 
Wilson.— 83. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bailey,  Barber,  Biirtle)*,  Bates, 
Beekman,  Bockee,  Borst,  Buchanan,  Butnv  n,  Cahoon, 
Clark,  Coleman,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coull  r,  Cowles, 
Crane,  Crawford,  Crcighlon,  Crowninshield,  ^)i\nicl,  Den- 
ny, Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  Dwigl*  V.  .j^-e: ,  Ells- 
worth, George  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  FincUay,  yinch, 
Ford,  Forward,  Frj',  Gilmore,  Green,  Greniiell,  Gurlev, 
Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hughes,  IT-int, 
Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Invin,  Irvin,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King,  Adam 
King,  Leavitt,  Lyon,  Magcc,  Mallary,  MaiT,  Martindale, 
Lewi?  Maxwell,  McCrecry,  M.ller,  Muhlenberg,  Overton, 
Pearce,  Pierson,  Ramsey,  Reed,  Richardson,  Rose,  Rus- 
sel,  Scott,  Sill,  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Steri- 
gere,  Stephens,  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift, 
Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  A''ancc,  Varnum,  Vinton, 
Washington,  Whittles?y,  Edward  D.  White,  Wickliffe, 
Yancey,  Young.— 99. 

So  Ac  House  refused  to  cons  der  the  resolution. 

UNITED  STATES  AND  DENMARK. 

Tike  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  following 
.    message  fi-om  the  Pre»i<lcnt  of  the  United  States: 


Tbthe  House  of  B^resentatives  of  the  Unittd  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  printed  co- 
pies of  the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  liis 
Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  concluded  at  Copenha^n 
on  tlie  28th  of  March,  1830,  and  ratified  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WAsniKOToy,  December  10,  1830. 

The  message  and  convention  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  likewise  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  was  read;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
SPENCER,  of  New  York,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture: 

PHTLApaLpRTA,  DecemherY^  1830. 

Sih:  You  will  receive  with  tliis  letter  a  silken  flar, 
bearing  the  cdlors  of  the  United  States.  This  flag  is  made 
entirely  of  American  silk,  reeled  from  the  cocoons,  pre- 
pared and  woven  by  Mr.  John  D'Homergue,  silk  manu- 
facturer. The  coloring  has  been  done  by  the  best  artist 
he  could  procure  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  he  himself 
not  profcsfUDg  to  be  a  dyer. 

The  staff  of  this  flag,  with  the  eagle,  measures  about 
fifteen  feet;  the  flag  itself  is  tM'elve  feet  and  a  half  long, 
and  six  feet  wide.  It  is  woven  all  in  one  piece,  without  a 
seam. 

I  beg,  sir,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  this  fiag, 
most  respectfully,  in  my  name,  to  tJie  honorable  House 
over  which  you  preside,  as  a  sample  of  American  indus- 
tiy,  thus  applied,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  most  valuable 
of  American  productions;  and  as  a  result  of  the  efTorti 
they  have  made  during  the  last  five  years  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  important  branch  of  agriculture  to  which  ue 
owe  the  rich  material  of  which  this  flag  is  composed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  apd  most  humble  servant, 

PETER  S.  DUPONCE.\U. 

Hon.'  Aynaxw  Stev?!?sos, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Iicprese7iiaiives. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the 
House  that  they  were  in  their  public  chamber,  and  ready 
to  proceed  on  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  James  H. 
Peck:  and  that  seats  were  provided  for  the  accomroodation 
of  tlie  members  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  BUCHANANsubmittedtliefolloainj 
resolution;  which  was  carried,  ntm,  eon. 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  in- 
form them  that  this  House  have  agreed  to  a  replication, 
on  their  part,  to  tlie  answer  and  plea  of  James  H.  Peck, 
Judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Missouri,  to  the  article  of  impeachment  cxhi- 
bited  to  the  Senate  against  Iwm  by  tliis  House,  and  havo 
directed  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the  said  im- 
peachment to  carry  the  said  replication  to  tl>e  Senate,  ai  J 
to  maintain  tlie  same  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  at  such  t<nie 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proctfd 
to  the  electipn  of  a  chaplain;  which  motion  was  agree d'o. 

Messrs.  Abchsr,  Whittlbset,  and  Forwabd  wt-re 
appointed  tellers:  whereupon, 

Mr.  ARCHER  nominated  the  reverend  Mr.  Pos*;  Mr. 
FORWARD  nominated  the  reverend  Mr.  Thomas;  Mr. 
WHITTLESEY  nominated  the  reverend  Mr.  Guiley; 
and  Mr.  HUBBARD  nominated  the  reverend  Mr.  Palfrey . 

On  counting  the  first  ballot,  it  appeared  that  180  v(*tc5 
were  given  in — necessary  to  a  choice  91 ;  of  which  Mr. 
Port  received  83;  Mr.  Gurlry,  46;  Mr.  Palfrey,  34;  Mr. 
'I'iiomas,  12;  and  there  were  five  blank  votes. 

After  two  other  ineflTectual  ballotings. 
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Oa  the  fourth  ballot  Uicre  were  ITO-votc*— necessary  to 
a  choice,  86:  Btr.  Gurley  received  91;  Mr.  Post,  7S%  and 
there  were  four  scatterini;^. 

So  the  reverend  Ralph  R.  Giirle^  was  duly  elected 
Chaplain  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  remarked  that  thf  re  was 
a  difference  of  opinion,  at  least  in  his  auartet  of  the  House, 
as  to  tiie  order  which  should  be  taken  in  attending^  the 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Some  were  of  opinion  that  the  House  should  attend  in  a 
body;  others  thouglit  that  it  would  only  be  necessary  for 
the  managers  on  tlie  part  of  the  House  to  attend  during 
Uie  trial.  At  the  last  session,  said  Mr«  J.,  the  House  wei*e 
an  attendance;  and  it  was  thought  by  man^  members  that 
tlie  same  course  would  be  pursued  at  this  seraioii..  He 
wisheii,  for  his  own  paK,  to  have  a  correct  understanding 
of  the  subject,  and  he  would  thank  the  C^air  to  give  to  the 
House  his  opinion  as  to  the  course  that  should  be  pursued. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  resolution  of  the  Hoqse 
at  the  last  session  was  confined  to  its  attendance  before 
the  court  of  impeachment  for  a  single  day.  The  Clerk, 
however,  would  read  the  resolution. 

[The  resolution  having  been  read,  which  was,  in  effect, 
that  the  House  would  in  a  body  attend  in  the  Senate  cham- 
ber for  a  certain  day,  to  support  the  charges  against  Judge 
Peck]— 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  Tose,  and  observed,  tliat  there  Seem- 
ed to  be  a  misunderstanding  upon  the  subject.  With  the 
permission  of  the  House  he  would  state  the  course  that 
had  been  pursued  by  the  managers.  They  had  examined 
all  the  precedents  which  had  opcurred  in  this  country,  to 
guide  them  to  a  correct  performance  of  their  duty.  It  was 
ascertained  that,  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  consti- 
tution, there  had  been  three  impeachments,  viz.  those  of 
Messrs.  Blount,  and  Pickering,  and  Judge  Chase.  On 
Uie  trial  of  the  two  first,  the  House  did  not  attend  in  a 
body,  but  left  it  to  the  managers  to  conduct  the  impeach- 
mcat{  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Chase,  they  did  attend  every 
day.  It  not  being  considered  by  the  managers  of  the  pend- 
ing trial  that  any  principle  so  important  as  to  interrupt  the 
legislative  business  of  the  House  was  involved  in  the  pre- 
sent case»  they  had  gone  to  the  Senate  this  da)r,  as  mana- 
gers, and  presented  to  that  body  the  replication  agreed 
upon  by  the  House.  Mr.  B.  further  remarked,  that  he 
had  consulted  the  English  precedents.  On  the  trial  of 
Warren  Hastings,  the  House  of  Commons  attended  at  the 
conunenc^ment  of  the  trial,  but  they  did  not  -continue  to 
do  so.  On  the  trial  of  Uie  Eari  of  Macclesfield,  they  did 
not  attend  until  his  conviction  by  the  House  of  Lords;  and 
then  they  attended  in  consequence  of  a  message  having 
been  sent  them  by  that  body,  that  they  were  ready  to  pro- 
nounce judgment  on  the  impeached,  if  the  House  of  Com- 
mons would  attend  and  demand  it. 

Mr-  B.  would  not  advocate  the  attendance  or  non-at* 
tendance  of  the  House  at  the  trial  which  was  to  take  place. 
He  had  feh  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  on  previous  occanons  of  impeachment,  and 
what  had  been  done  by  the  managers  in  the  present  case, 
and  to  statp  that  his  sole  object  was  to  do  that  wliich  would 
best  please  the  House.  No  motion  having  been  made  this 
morning  on  the  subject^  the  managers  bad  felt  it  to  be  their 
imperative  duty  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and 
present  the  replication  which  had  been  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  one  great  ob- 
ject of  his  rising  had  been  to  obtain  from  the  managers  an 
ezplMiation  of  the  course  which  they  had  taken.  For  his 
part,  he  wanted  to  go  on  with  the  public  business.  He 
recollected,  however,  the  great  debate  in  the  Senate  at 
the  Inst  session,  said  that  it  was  nearly  imposnble  to  retun 
a  quorum  of  the  Houset  if  ii  were  probable  such  would  be 
the  case  on  the  present  oecaAon,  and  the  House  should  be 
compelled  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day  ibr  want  of  a  quo- 


rum, how  much  soever  he  wished  the  public  business  at- 
tended to,  he  would  prefer  that  the  House  itself  should 
conduct  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  J.  was  about  to  proceed,  when  the  SPEAKER  re- 
minded him  that  tliere  was  no  proposition  before  the 
House,  and  suggested  the  propriety  ofliis  submitting  a  re- 
solution on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  declining  to  make  any  distinct  motion  at  this  time^ 

Adjourned. 

TvESDATj    DeCXMBXB    14. 

SUNDAY  MAILS. 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  Mr.  COULTER,  on  the 
subject  of  Sunday  mails — recommending  that  the  mail 
should  be  discontinued  on  the  sabbath.  On  its  presenU- 
tion,  he  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  objected  to  giving  the  petition 
the  direction  moved  by  the  e;entleman  who  presented  it. 
He  observed,  that  if  the  authors  of  the  petition  had  an 
advocate  or  advocates  on  this  Boor,  he  was  perfectly  wil- 
ling that  the  report  formerly  made  by  the  Post^  Office 
committee  on  the  general  subject  should  at  any  time  be 
called  up.  Let  the  House  hesr  what  gentlemen  had  to 
say  on  a  subject  which  he  had  always  thought,  and  would 
now  say,  ought  never  to  have  been  brought  into  tlie  Hall 
of  Congress.  He  was  desirous  to  hear  wnat  coqld  be  sud 
in  favor  of  Congress  interfering  with  religious  conndera- 
tions.  The  committee  had  acted  on  the  subject,  and  it 
would  not  do  so  again,  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  an 
express  order  of  the  House.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Cooltsb]  would  acqQiesce  in  the 
motion  which  he  would  now  make,  that  the  petition  be 
Uid  upon  the  table,  or,  rather,  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unioni  and 
he  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  COULTER  said  that  he  felt  very  indHTerent  what 
direction  should  be  given  to  the  petition.  He  had  always 
considered  it  proper,  when  the  House  wa^  addressed  in  < 
decorous  nutnner,  on  any  subject  proper  for  legislation, 
to  give  the  petition  a  respectful  consideration.  In  the 
present  case,  as  the  course  indicated  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Post  Office  committee  was  likely  to  effect  the  very 
object  which  the  petitioners  had  in  view,  viz.  to  have  the 
subject  discussed,  and  obtain  some  action  of  Congress  in 
relation  to  it,  he  was  entirely  willing  it  should  be  adopted. 
He  had  made  a  different  motion,  omy  out  of  the  courtesy 
which  he  supposed  due  to  the  Post  Office  committee,  and 
in  compliance  with  the  custom  of  the  House.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  'the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Post  Office 
conunittee  was  both  competent  and  willing  to  meet  the 
discussion,  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  prayer  of  tlie 
petitioners  to  invite.  If  they  had  an  advocate  in  the 
House,  that  advocate  would  doubtless  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege  of  debating  the  question  without  b«ing  specially 
invited  so  to  do  bv  any  one. .  Mr.  C.  said  it  was  not  h» 
purpose  to  avow  himself  as  their  champion,  as  he  did  not 
feel  himself  pledged  to  any  particular  course  in  the  mat- 
ter; be  should  endeavor,  on  this  as  on  other  occasions, 
to  do  what  he  considered  his  duty  to  his  constitoents 
demanded.  If  that  dutv  led  him  to  advocate  the  OLUse  of 
these  petitioners,  he  should  be  ready,  in  so  doing,  to 
meet  even  the  gentleman  fhmi  Kentucky. 

Mr,  JOHNSON  agMn  rose,  but  the  SPEAKER  sug^ 
gesting  that  there  was  no  proposition  before  the  House, 
3ie  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  by  the  acquiescence  of  the 
mover. 

Mr.  HAYNE8  moved  the  reference  of  a  petition  to  an- 
other coronuttee;  which  was  assented  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
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[Ave  Oak  Pktntaiioiu. 
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Resobed,  That  the  Committee  of  "Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill.reducmg'  the  duty  on  bar  iron, 
made  by  hammering',  to  the  amount  of  duty  imposed  by 
the  law  of  1816. 

Also,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  cotton  bag^ngto  two  cents 
per  square  yard. 

Also,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  coarse  woollen  |^ods,  costing 
less  than  BSiy  cents  per  square  yard  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Also,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  coarse  wool,  costing  less 
than  ten  cents  per  pound  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent. 

Also,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  ta  two  cents 
per  pound. 

Mr.  CONDICT  demanded  the  question  of  consideration 
on  this  resolution;  and  Mr.  FIKCH  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question.  They  were  ordered  by  the  House, 
and,  being  taken,  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Archer,  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barring^r,  Baylor,  Bell, 
James  Blair,  Brodhead,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carson, 
Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Craij,  Cro- 
cheron,  Davenport,  Warren  K.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt, 
Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Foster,  Galther,  Gordon,  Hall, 
Hammons,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Holland,  Jarvis,  Jennings, 
Cave  Johnson,  Lamai*,  Lea,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lump- 
kin, McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Polk,  Potter, 
Rcncher,  Roane,  AVm.  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd, 
Speight,  Richard  Spencer,  Standcfer,  Taliaferro,  Wiley 
Thompson,  Tucker,  Verplanck,  Campbell  P.  White, 
Williams,  Wilson. — 66. 

.  NAYS. — Messrs.  Ang^l,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Bates,  Beekman,  John  Blair,  .Bockee,  Boon, 
Borst,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Biitman,  Cahoon,  Claik,  Cole- 
man, Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Crane,  Craw- 
ford, Crowninshield,  Daniel,  Denny,  Dickinson,  Dod- 
dridge, Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  EarU,  Ellswoiib,  George 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch, 
Ford,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Gorham,  Grcniiell,  Gurley,  Halsey, 
Harvey,  .Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Howard, 
Hubbard,  Hughes,  Huntington,  Ihrie,.  Irwin,  lr\in,  R. 
M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King, 
Adam  King,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  >Iagee, 
Marr,  Martindale,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell, 
McCreery,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlenberg, 
Ovei-ton,  Pearcc,  Peftis,  Pierson,  liamsey.  Reed,  Rich- 
ardson, Rose,  Russel,  Sftnford,  Scott,  Shields,  Sill,  Smith, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  John  Thom- 
son, Tracy,  Vance,  Varnum,  Vinton,  Washington,  Wee  k% 
Whittiesey,  E.  D.  White,  WickliflTc,  Yancey, Young— 114. 

So  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  resolution. 


WsDsxsjiAz,  Dbcxmusk  is, 

Thia  d«y  was  consumed  in  the  reception  and  reference 
of  petitions  and  resolutions  of  inquiry. 


Thuksdat,  Dscember  16. 

lUr.  TRACY,  on  ri«ngto  present  a  petition,  remarked, 
that  the  subject-matter  of  the  petition  which  he  was 
about  to  present,  was  one  of  great  importance,  not  only 
to  his  own  immediate  constituents,  but  to  the  whole 
section  of  the  country  bordering  on  Lake  Ontario. 

It  might  be  recollected,  he  said,  that,  at  the  last  session 
of  the  present  Congress,  a  law  was  passed,  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  survey  of  tlje  mouth  of  Oak  Orchard 
creek,  about  middle  distant  between  Niagara  and  Gene- 
see rivers.  This  sur\'ey  was  carried  into  eflTect  the  last 
summer,  by  General  Swifl,  an  experi^ced  cngiaeer, 
whose  report  accompanied  the  petitions,  by  reference  to 
which  report  it  would  appear  that  tlie  benefits  which- 
would  result  from  the  trnprnvemetit  of  the  mouth  of  said 


creek,  for  the  purpose  of  a  harbor,  would  exceed  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  projectors. 

Mr.  T.  remarked,  that  tlie  formation  of  a  harbor  on  the 
contemplated  site  was  one  of  a  strictly  national  chsntctcr. 
That- it  would  greatly  enlarge  the  facilities  of  commerce 
on  the  Northern  lakes,  but,  in  case  of  war,  would  con- 
tribute to  the  common  defence  of  the  country,  in  a  pro- 
portiotiate  degree  to  those  on  the  seacoast.  Mr.  T. 
concluded  by  saying  that  the  section  of  the  country 
bord^ing  on  the  Northern  lakes  had  never  asked  much 
aid  from. the  General  Government  for  the  promotion  of 
national  objects,  and  that  they  had  received  but  a  small 
proportion  of  what  they  had  asked;  and'  he  hoped  thia 
subject  would  receive  from  the  appropriate  committee, 
to  whom  it  would  be.  referred,  all  tlie  attention  which  it& 
importance  required. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr,  BOON, 
of  Indiana,  was  taken  up,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  bv  Mr. 
WHITE,  of  Florida,  was  taken  up: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  tliis  House  copies  of  the  correspondence 
of  the  superintendent,  and  reports  of  the  overseer  of 
the  Kve  oak  plantations  near  tlie  navy  yard  at  PensacoU. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  offered  the  following  amendment: 

"  And  that  he  be  fiirther  directed  to  commuoicate  to 
this  House  copies  of  all  con-espondence,  contracts, 
deeds,  or  other  papers,  connected  with  the  purchase  of 
live  oak  lands  in  Florida,  in  the  possession  of,  or  within 
the  control  of  the  Navy  Department;  the  quantity  pur- 
chased { the  persons  from  whom  the  purchases  were  made; 
the  prices  given;  to  whom  pud,  when  paid,  and  on  what 
authority;  together  with  all  other  information  tending  to 
show  the  value  of  such  lands  at  the  time  of  the  purchase, 
as  well  as  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  live  oak  timber 
on  each  tract,  fit  for  naval  purposes." 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said  he  did  not  object  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, and  would  accept  it  as  a  modification  of  his  resolu- 
tion, although  all  the  information  called  for  by  it  had  at 
the  last  session  been  communicated  to  Congress.  The 
object  he  had  in  view  was  a  simple  one,  and  related  to  a 
subject  of  more  importance  tlian  might  at  first  be  imagin- 
ed. The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  m  his  report  to  the 
President,  and  by  him  communicated  to  Congress,  holds 
the  following  language: 

**Furthei!  eilbrts  have  been  made  for  the  execution  of 
tliis  act,  as  ^r  as  it  relates  to  the  preservation  of  the  live  oak 
growing  on  the  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

**By  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  the  Fresdent  is 
authorized  to  provide  fijr  the  preservation  of  this  timber; 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  huended  that  tlie  power  should 
be  limited  to  that  object.  An  interpretation  of  the  lav 
has  lieretofore  been  entertained,  extendinr  tliis  power 
not  only  to  the  planting  of  the  acorns,  and  the  cultivation 
of  plantations  ot  young  trees,  but  to  the  purchase  from 
individuals  of  lands  producing  them.  The  paper  accoiU' 
panying  tliis,  marked  D,  shows  the  amount  which  haN 
been  expended  on  these  plantations,  and  the  sumx  which 
have  been  paid  to  individuals  for  tlie  purchase  of  tracts 
of such  land.  « 

•*  When  it  is  considered  that  thi«  timber  is  the  natural 
pi-oduct  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  from  the  St.  Ma- 
rv*8  to  the  Sabine;  that  tlie  greater  part  of  this  belong*  to 
the  United  States,  and  is  proposed  to  be  retained  with  a 
view  to  preserving  a  supply  of  thia  important  material  for 
the  navy,  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  for  the  present  to 
engage  in.  its  artificial  propagation  at  culture. 

«•  Under  an  impression  that  this  system  is  neither  expe- 
dient, nor  in  conformity  to  the  intentions  of  the  act,  an 
order  has  been  given  to  disoantinue  the  wtirka  after  die 
e  xpiration  of  the  present  year. 
-    « But  the  preservation  of  this  timber  »  an  object  of 
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.  great  importance,   and  should  be  prosecuted    witli  an 
active  ana  undeviating  .purpose." 

He  has  exhibited  in  this  report  the  expenses  of  a  public 
work  recommended  by  his  predecessor,  upon  the  concur- 
rence of  the  most  experienced  naval  officers,  and  sano- 
tioned  by  Congress,  and  has  announced  his  determination 
to  diacontinae  it  at  the  end  of  tl^is  year.  The  expenses 
to  which  the  Government  have  been  subjected,  are  only 
disclosed  by  him.  The  extent,  progress,  and  benefit  of 
the  work  is  not  presented,  and  can  only  be.  understood 
by  having  copies  of  the  papers  called  for  in  the  resolu- 
tiun  he  had  the  honor  to  submit.  To  form  a  just  idea  of 
any  public  improvement,  the  advantages  as  well  as  ex- 
penses should  be  exhibited  to  those  who  are  to  decide 
whether  the  poHcy  of  the  country  requires  its  continu* 
ance. 

From  a  perusal  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  one  would  be  led  to  believe  that  an  unauthorized 
interpretation  had  been  put  by  his  predecessor  upon  the 
third  (erroneously  called  fourtli)  section  of  the  act  for 
tlie  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy.  It  had  fallen  to 
his  lot  to  know  something  about  this  subject,  which,  as  it 
has  not  been  disclosed  in  the  report,  ought  now  to  be 
stated  here. 

The  subject  of  forming  plantations  x>f  live  oak  for  tlie 
future  supply  of  that  valuable  timber  for  the  navy,  was 
first  introduced  by  a  resolution  in  this  House,  on  the  12th 
of  January,  1827.  By  that  resolution,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  forming  pjaotations  for  rearing  live  oak  for  the 
future  supply  of  the  navy.  It  passed  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote;  and  it  was  then  distinctly  announced  tliat  Ihe 
dmber  was  so  rapidly  disappearing,  that,  unless  artificial 
propagation  and  culture  were  resorted  to,  there  would  not 
D«  a  sufficient  quantity  in  a  few  years  for  naval  purposes. 
It  never  was  conceived  that  the  act  for  the  gradual  im- 
provement of  the  navy  conferred  power  to  make  pur- 
chases of  land.  No  such  "  interpretation  was  ever  enter- 
tained," wtid  no  such  power  claimed  or  exercised.  On 
the  contrar>',  it  was  believed  that  the  Executive  bad  no 
such  authority;  and  as  it  was  considered  that  the  public 
interests  would  be  promoted  by  the  purchase  of  a  few 
individual  claims,  to  complete  a  proposed  reservation  of 
the  public  land  neaf  a  navy  yard,  a  specific  appropriation 
was  made  in  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  navy  in 
1828,  and  will  be  found  in  the  third  section  of  that  bill, 
as  follows: 

**Be  it  further ^enaded.  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby, 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  may  think  *necessary  and  pro- 
per to  provide  live  oak  and  other  timber  for  the  use  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  dollars,''  &c. 

This  is  the  authority  under  which  the  purchases  were 
made,  and  not  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  for  tlie  g^radual 
improvement  of  th&  navy. 

The  object  of  this  provision  was  distinctly  explained  in 
a  communication  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in. 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  and  by  tliem  to 
the  respective  branches  of  Congress  to  which  tliey  be- 
longed. It  was  proposed  by  the  President  to  make  a  re- 
servation of  the  peninsula  formed  by  Fensacola  bay  and 
St.  Rosa's  sound,  near  to  the  navy  yard,  for  tlic  live  oak 
then  upon  it,  and  to  make  an  experiment  of,  or  its  further 
propagation  by,  artificial  culture.  The  situation  was  per- 
haps the  best  in  tlie  United  States.  The  promontory 
between  tdese  two  bodies  of  salt  water,  from  its  peculiar 
position  and  almost  insular  form,  presented  advantages 
which  were  not  offered  on  any  other  part  of  that  coast. 
At  the  distance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  up  the  sound, 
the  waters  approached  withid  half  a  mile,  which  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  keeping  out,  with  little  care  and  ex- 
pense, the  fires  which  lU'e  so  destruc^tive  to  the  young  trees. 


There  were  witlun  this  boundary  a  few  individual  claims 
to  be  extinguished,  to  give  the  United  States  exclusive 
jurisdiction  and  possesion  of  tlie  land.  The  contiguity 
of  this  land,  too^  to  the  navy  yai'd,  rendered  it  accessible 
at  all  times  to  the  officers,  and  subject  to  their  superin- 
tendence. A  plan  was  made  at  the  General  Land  Office, 
the  pi*ice  to  be  paid  stipulated,  the  situation  well  under- 
stooa,  and  the  intention  of  the  Government  made  known, 
and,  witli  a  full  knowledge  of  all  these  facts,  Congress 
made  the  appropriation.  This  took  place  in  that  yeaf, 
when  a  majority  of  both  committees,  and  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  were  opposed  to  the  administration,  so  that 
there  was  no  overstrained  construcUon,  no  absurd  and  ar- 
bitrary interpretation,  to .  make  these  purchases.  If  the 
attack  is  intended  to  be  made  upon  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure, it  is  impugning  tlie  decision  ot  Congress.  The 
Secretary  has  al^  stated  that  live  oak  is  the* 'natural 
product*'  of  the  whole  coast  from  St.  Mary's  to  Uie  Sa- 
bine. This  is  assumed  as  tlie  ground  for  abandoning  the 
policy  adopted  by  Congress,  and  continued  by  this  ad- 
ministration from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  up  to  this  time. 
I  regret  that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  differing  from 
the  Secretary  so  widely  in  this  statement.  If  the  honorable 
Secretary  had  referred  to  the  respectable  naval  officers  in 
the  other  end  of  the  building,  they  would  have  told  him, 
from  information  acquired  from  an  ultimate  personal  ac- 
quaintance witli  that  coast,  that  the  live  oak  is  found 
sparsely  scattered  at  most  remote  distances,  and  in  small 
bodies.  If  artificial  culture  is  not  resorted  to,  and  the 
fires  kept  out  of  the  reservations,  there  will  not  be  enough 
in  fif\y  years  to  buld  a  West  India  squadron. 

As  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  the  territory  in  which 
this  establishment  is  located,  I  desire  to  have  the  subject 
fairly  placed  before  Congress,  and  let  them  decide  whe- 
ther the  public  interests  will  not  be  promoted  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  tlie  experiment.  The  jwports  will  show  that 
there  are  70,000  .live  oak  trees  upon  tiie  land  purchased, 
which^  in  half  a  century,  or  even  a  quarter,  will  be  worth 
ten  times  the  amount  ever  expended  upon  tliem. 

Mr.  WHITE  having  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
SPEIGHT  as  a  n>odification  of  his  resolution, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  further,  to  amend  it,  by  adding 
the  following; 

**  And  all  other  information  in  the  power  of  the  depai't- 
ment  to  give,  relative  to  a  production  and  providin^^  a  sup- 
ply of  live  oak,  and  the  measures  takbn  respecting  the 
growing  thereof,  and  the  expenses  of  such  measures." 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  on  offering  this  amendment,  said,  that 
tlie  subject  of  this  resolution  was  now  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  lii  consequence  of  a  reference  to  that 
committee  of  a  part  of  the  annual  messagre  of  the  Presi- 
dent. His  object  in  moving  this  amendment  was  to  enlarge 
the  proposed  call,  so  as  to  embrace  all  tlie  information  on 
the  subject  which  It  was  in  the  power  of  tlic  department 
to  communicate.  He  was  not  aware,  he  .said,  whether 
Congress  had,  or  bad  not,  in  any  way,  sanctioned  the  po- 
licy of  planting.  He  did  not  rise  to  express  any  opinion 
on  that  question  at  present,  but  only  desired  to  have  all 
the  information  which  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it. 

&fr.  WHITE  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  of  Kentucky,  proposed  an  .amend- 
ment, to  include  also  an  Inquiry  into  the  measures  adopt- 
ed for  "  the  preservation"  of  the  live  oak  timber.  He 
.wanted  to  get  at  information  on  this  subject.  He  under- 
stood that  thei*c  had  been  a  corps  of  overseers  employed 
about  that  business  for  ihc  last  and  several  preceding 
years.  He  wished  to  know,  from  authority,  wliat  they 
were  about. 

Mr.  WHITE  accepted  also  this  amendment. 

The  resolution,  as  thutf  amended,  was  agreed  to,  nem. 


eon. 


Mr.  RICHARDSON  submitted  the  following: 
Jieaofved^  That  a  select  committee  oii  education  be  ap- 
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pointed  to  take  into  consideration  all  measiices  and  pro- 
poutions  relative  thereto,  which  shall  be  referred  to  them, 
and  to  report  thereon  by  biU  or  otherwise. 

On  oflTering*  the  above  resolution, 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said,  that,  in  explanation  of  his  ob- 
ject in  submitting  the  resolution  proposing*  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  on  education,  he  begged 
leave  to  offer  a  few  remarks.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
g^ss,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  proposed  the  estiblishment  of  a 
standing  committee  on  education,  l^at  proposition  was 
not  sustained.  The  obj  ect  of  the  proposition,  I  think,  was 
misapprehended.  All  that  passed  at  the  last  session  gave 
cause  of  regret  that  there  was  no  appropriate  committee 
to  whom  to  refer  the  numerous  applications  touching  that 
subject.  In  the  form  of  memorials,  resolutions,  and  motions, 
there  were  at  the  last  session  not  less  than  thirty  applica- 
tions to  this  House  for  acts  of  legislation  fbr  purposes  of 
education.  These  applications  were  from  various  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  few  only  were  finally  acted  on.  From 
Arkansits  there  was  a  call  for  legislation  for  the  benefit  of 
common  schools.  From  Alabama,  for  the  benefit  of  Belle- 
ville Academy,  of  Green  Academy,  of  La  Grange  College, 
and  tlie  University  of  Alabama.  From  Michigan,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  From  Louisiana, 
ftr  the  benefit  of  Jefferson  College,  in  that  State.  From 
Rhode  Island,  for  the  benefit  of  Brown  University,  in  that 
State.  From  Kentucky,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Asylum  of 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  Hsrdin  Academy,  and  Transylvania 
University,  in  that  State.  From  Ohio,  fbr  the  benefit  of 
common  schools,  the  education  of  deaf  and  dumb,  a  fe- 
male academy,  and  of  Kenyon  and  Ripley  Colleges,  in 
that  State.  From  Pennsylvania,  for  the  benefit  of  Jefler- 
son  and  Washington,  Madison  and  Alleghany  Colleges, 
and  the  Western  University,  in  that  State.  From  Missis- 
sippi, for  the  Franklin  Acidemy.  From  New  York,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Institution  of  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  of  the 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Design,  in  that  State.  From  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  the  benefit  of  free  schools  in 
Alexandria  and  in  the  city  of*  Washington,  and  of  the 
Columbian  College,  in  this  District.  Other  applications 
from  other  quarters  w'cre  made  in.  relation  to  the  same 
subject.  They  all  evince  great  solicitude  in  relation  to 
this  momentous  concern.  These  applications  were  re- 
ferred to  various  committees' charged  with  other  interests 
of  importance.  A  number  of  them  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  LAnda.  I  have,  said  Mr.  R.,  in 
the  ability  and  fidelity  of  that  committee  the  most  perfect 
confidence.  But  the  labors  of  that  committee  are  ardu- 
ous. K  could  never  have  been  intended  that  that  com- 
mittee should  have  charge  of  the  great  subject  of  educa- 
tion. The  applications  men^oned  would  be  sufficient  of 
themselves  to  occupy  the  whole  attention  of  an  able  com- 
mittee. For  the  want  of  an  appropriate  committee,  there 
is  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  they  never  wiU  have 
due  consideration.  And,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  may  not  the 
applicants  connected  with  seminaries  of  learning  of  higfli 
order  and  of  strong  claims  in  various  parts  of  this  Union 
reasonably  expect  that  their  applications  shall  receive  the 
due  attention  of  an  appropr'ate  committee  ?  And  you  have, 
sir,  committees  on  agriculture,  manufactures,  Indian  af- 
feirs,  and  various  subjects,  not  because  the  constitution 
has  made  them  objects  of  special  care,  but  because  they 
are  objects  of  general  interest  to  tlie  country.  The  edu- 
cation of  the  youth  of  this  republic  is  an  object  of  vital 
importance;  and  why  ought  it  not  to  have  the  fostering 
care  of  this  Government?  Indeed,  already  some  millions 
of  dollars  in  public  lands  and  in  money  have  been  ap- 
propriated for  the  support  of  common  schools  and  other 
seminaries  of  learning.  Is  it  not  time  to  consider  whe- 
ther these  benefits  have  been  dispensed  with  an  equal 
hand,  and  whether  they  subserve  the  pui*pose  of  their 
appropriation.  Sir,  Massachusetts  has  made  no  call  upon 
Congress  for  aid  in  support  of  her  seminaries.     I  trust  I 


am  not  actuated  by  any  local  considerations.  If  I  know 
myself,  I  am  actuated  by  a  solicitude  to  secure  the 
safety  and  promote  the  prosperity  of  this  republic.  With- 
out mrther  remarks,  I  submit  the  resolution,  with  the 
hope  that  it  may  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  RICHARDSON  called  for  theyeu 
and  nays:  they  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being 
taken,  stood  as  follows: 
'  YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel,  Ar- 
cher, Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  Bell,  James  BUir, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Cowlcs,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Earll,  Ford, 
Foster,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Green,  Gurley,  Hall,  Halflcy, 
Haynes,  Hinds,  HoflTman,  Howard,  Irwin,  Irvin,  Janis, 
Cave  Johnson,  Perkins  Kmg,  Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lea, 
Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee, 
Msrr,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoyi  McDuf- 
fie,  Mclntire,  Monell,  Norton^  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Pettis, 
Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Rencher,  Roane,  Rose,  Hussel, 
Shepperd,  Slj^elds,  Speight,  Sprigg,  Standefer,  Sterigerc, 
Stephens,  W.  Thompson,  Tucker,  Verplanck.  Wayne, 
C.  P.  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams,  Yancey.— 94. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Armstrong.  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Brodhead,  Butman,  Cshcoit,  Chan- 
dler, Chilton,  Coleman,  Cbndict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cnuie, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  CrowninsWeld,  Denny,  Dickinson, 
Do<1dridge,  Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  George 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch, 
Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Grennell,  Hawkins,  Hemph'rU, 
Hodges,  Holland,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,.  Kennon, 
Kiiicaid,  Leavitt,  Letcher,  Mallary,  Martindale,  McCreerjr, 
Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Ramwy, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Richardson,  Sanibrd,  Scott,  SUl,  Smith, 
A.  Spencer,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  William  L.  Storrs,  Strong, 
Sutherland,  Swann,  «wift,  Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Tracy, 
Vance,  Varnum,  Vinton,  Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey, 
Edward  D.  Whitei  Wilson.— 86. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  following 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Repreaeniativea  of  the  United  Statu: 
,  Gentlkxxv:  From  informavion  received  at  the  Depart' 
mrnt  of  State,  it  is  ascertained  that,  owing  to  unfoieseen 
circumstanoes,  several  of  the  marshals  have  been  unable 
to  complete  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the 
23d  Mareli,  1830,  viz.  by  the  first  day  of  the  present  month. 

As  the  completion  of  the  fifth  census,  as  respects  seve- 
ral of  the  States  of  the  Union,  will  have  been  defeated,  un- 
less  Congress,  to  whom  the  case  is  submitted,  should,  by  an 
act  of  the  present  session,  allow  further  time  for  m*!"^ 
the  returns  in  question,  the  expediency  is  suggested  of  al- 
lowing such  an  act  to  pass  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WAaniifoTov,  Deeembtr  15,  1830. 

The  message  was  reid,  referred  to  a  select  committee, 

and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

> 

Fbidat,  Dkcsmbkr  it. 
Mr:  EIXSWORTH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju<li- 
ciary,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion to  amend  and  consolidate  the  acts  respecting  copy- 
rights, made  a  report  thereon,  (for  which  see  Appendix) 
THE  POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  «i- 
tablish  certiun  post  routes  and  to  discontinue  otheist  snd 
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all  the  aihendments  made  to  the  bill  in  Committee  of  th^ 
Whole  were  ag^^ed  to. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill, 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  to  insert  in  the  bill  the  foHow- 
iog  proviso,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the^lirst  section,  tiz. 

*<  Provided,  The  sud  post  routes  be  put  in  operation  as 
soon  as  the  funds  of  the  department  will,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  justify  the  increased  expense  of 
the  same." 

[It  is  proper  to  state  here,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  yesterday  struck  out  a  section  of  the  bill  which 
proposed  to  appropriate  #86,000,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Post  Office  Department.] 

In  support  of  his  amendroeift,  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  went 
into  a  brief  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
him  to  offer  it.     He  did  not  profess  to  have  any  certain 
knowledge  of  the  amount  of  money  that  might  be  requir- 
ed to  carry  into,  effect  the  numerous  post  routes  contamed 
in  the  present  bi|I.     It  might,  very  possibly,  amount  to 
$200,000  annually.     It  would  be  recollected,  by  thase 
members  who  bad  been  in  Congress  two  or  three  years 
ago,  that  a  bill  passed  Congress  in  1828,-  desgnating  various 
post  routes,  in  addition  to  those  previously  existing,  the 
whole  expense  of  which  fell  upon  the  revenue  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  year  1829.     Pnor  to  the  passage  of  that  bill, 
the  Post  Office  Department  had  been  in  a  course  of  the 
most  successful  operation.^  It  sustained  itself  by  the  amount 
of  its  receipts.     But,  when  the  additional  burdens  impos- 
ed by  the  passage  of  tliat  bill  were  thrown  on  the  depart- 
ment, it  was  found  that  no  corresponding  increase  of  re- 
ceipts took  place;  and  the  difference  was  so  great  as  to 
occasion  a  deficiency  of  $25,000  the  very  first  year,  and 
a.fi  excess  of  the  expenses  above  the  receipts  of  the  de- 
partment had  continued  ever  since.     According  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  excess  within  the  last 
jear  amounted  to  $83,000;  yet  the  House  was  told  by  the 
head   of  the  departfnent,  that,  if  left  to  itself,  the  Fbst 
Office  would  be  enabled,  in  a  short  time,  to  meet  all  its 
expenss^s,  without  requiring  any  aid  from  the  treasury, 
inasmuch  as  the  amount  of  receipts  was  fast  giiining  upon 
that  of  the  expenditures.     He  need  ntl  remind  gentlemen 
that  loud  complaints  had  lately  arisen,  both  in  tnat  House 
and  elsewhere;  and  committees  of  investigation  were  said 
to  have  been  gotten  up,  for  thp  purpose  of  inquiring  into 
the  past  management  and  present  condition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department.     If  such  were  the  fact,  those  commit- 
tees would  find,  as  the  result  of  their  examination,  that  as 
much  economy,  and  as  prompt  a  responsibility,  existed 
throughout  every  part  of  this  Department  of  Government, 
as  at  any  former  period.     Yet,  with  the  knowledge  of 
these  clamors  immediately  before  their  view,  gentlemen 
were  in  favor  of  laying  an  additional  burden,  to  the  tunc 
of  $200,000  a  year  on  the  e'tpenses  of  the  Post  Office. 
He  asked  where  the  money  was  to  come  from.     By  this 
bill,  said  Mr,  W.,  you  order  tlie  Postmaster  General  to 
cany  the  mail  on  a  great  number  of  new  routes.     He  has 
no  discretion  as  to  the  obedience  of  this  order.     He  is  at 
once  obliged  to  enter  hito  the  contracts,  whether  the  de- 
partment has  or  has  not  fiinds  to  comply  with  them.    How 
was   he  to  meet  the  demand.^     He  expressly  tells  you 
that  he  has  not  the  fiinds,  and  you  yesterday  refused,  very 
properly,  in  my  judgment,  to  make  any  appropriation  for 
the  purpose.     Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  induced 
to  offer  the  proposed  amendment,  with  a  view  to  relieye 
a  meritorious  Officer  from  such  a  dilemma^  by  allowing 
hjm  the  exercise  of  some  discretion  in  ihe  case.     1  have 
no  doubt  that  some  of  the  routes  designated  by  this  bill, 
especially  some  of  those  upon  tfic  frontier,  are  required  by 
the  state  of  the  country;  to  these,  no  doubt,  the  Postmaster 
General  wiU  first  turn  his  attention;  but  there  arc  others 
which  1  cannot  think  are  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of 


the  community,  or,  at  least,  not  so  urgently  required^  that 
they  miist  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  at  a  sacrifice  of  its  credit. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  observed,  in  reply,  tliat,  in  de- 
ciding upon  the  propriety  of  passing  tliis  or  any  other 
similar  bill,  he  put  to  himself  the  simple  inquiry,  whether 
the  interests  of  his  constituents,  ana  of  his  country,  re- 
quired the  additional  channels  of  intelligence  which  the 
bill  provided.     He  had  not  stopped  to  inquire,  nor  did  he 
know  that  it  was  his  duty  to  inquire,  fh>m  the  wortliy  gen- 
tleman  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  whe- 
ther he  was  or  was  not  willing  that  so  many  additional 
post  routes  should  be  enacted  by  law.     Neither  did  he 
hold  himself  under  any  imperious,  obligation  to  ascertain 
whether  the  funds  of  the  department  would  or  would  not 
enable  that  officer  to  execute  tlie  will  of  Congress.     He 
was  convinced  that  the  rapidly  extending  settlements,  and 
still- more  rapidly  multiplying  population  of  the  country, 
required  the  cohtinuance  of  the  rule,  which  had  hitherto 
prevailed,  of  passing  a  bill  of  the  kind  every  two  years. 
He  oould  not  see  the  necessity  of  suspending  an  operation 
so  salutary  to  the  public,  whetlier  its  completion  might  or 
might  not  require  money  from  the  treasury.     He  would 
not  stand  to  mquire  whether  these  routes   would  cost 
^80,000,  as  had  been  estimated  by  the  Postnuister  General, 
or  ^00,000  as  seemed -to  be  imagined  by  his  worthy  col- 
league, [Mr.  WicKiiprx.  ]    He  felt  well  assured  that  there 
was  no  portion  of  our  country  that  would  not  rather  see. 
that  amount,  or  even  a  greater,  expended  in  this  ibrm, 
tlian  in  almost  any  otiter  which  could  be  mentioned.     If 
there  wak  any  one  operation  of  this  Government,  which, 
more  than  any  other,  came  home  to  the  people,  which 
made  itself  felt  in  every  portion  of  the  coui>try,  and 
brought  a  sens6  of  its  benefits  to  every  man's  door,  it  surely 
was  the  action  of  the  Post  Office  Department.     The  opera- 
tion  of  a  bill  like  this  went  to  multiply  the  channels  of  inter- 
course and  knowledge  through  the  country.     It  diffused 
information  of  every  kind,  wliether  commercial,  agricul- 
tural, mechanical,  or  social,  pubFic  or  private.  Its  benefits 
were  widely  diffused  and  immediately  felt.     No  restric- 
tion, like  that  proposed  by  his  friend  and  colleague  in  the 
present  amendment,  had  ever  before  been  inserted  in  a  bill 
of  this  kind.     Where  any  thing  resembling  it  had  been 
appended,  tlip  bill  was  annual,  and,  not  like  this,  biennial. 
The  House  had,  in  some  cases,  passed  a  bill  for  new  post 
routes  every  year.     But  it  had  now  g^t  back  to  the  old 
practice  of  enacting  them  biennially.     Mr.  J.  said  that  he 
was  soiTj-'to  differ  in  opinion  from  his  worthy  colleague, 
but  he  really  could  not  concur  in  the  present  amendment, 
whatever  might  be  the  amount  required  to  cai'ry  the  bill 
into  effect;  he  could  not  bring  lumself  to  withhold  so  great 
an  accommodation  from  the   citizens,  for  the  sake  of 
what  it  might  cost.     The  House  was  not  called  on  to 
make  any  i^ppropriatlon.     Tlie  appropriating  clause  had 
been  stricken  from  the  bill;  and,  whatever  might  be  the 
fears  of  some  gendemen,  he  would  venture  to  predict, 
that,  before  the  period  of  the  next  September  and  Octo- 
ber contracts,  the  department  would  find  itself  in  circum- 
stances to  meet  the  expenses  which  would  be  incurred  by 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  without  applying  to  the  trea- 
sury.    He  would  further  predict,  that,  if  a  statement 
should  hereaQer  be  made  to  this  House,  that  this  bill  had 
caused  an  expense  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  the  department  would  not  meet,  there  would  be  a 
unanimous  vote  in  both  Houses  to  give  whatever  amount 
might  be  found  necessary.     No  blame  could,  at  all  events, 
fnll  upon  the  Postmaster  General.    Will  the  people  blame 
him?     No,  sir.     Can  clamor  reach  him ?    No,  sir;  all  the 
clamor  against  the  Post  Office  Department,  raised  for 
mere  party  purposes,  when  tlie  facts  of  the  case  come  to 
be  investigated,  prove  like  tlie  idle  wind  which  passes  by 
this  magnificent  capitol.     Whether  that  clamor  existed  in 
the  House  or  out  of  it,  for  himself  he  had  but  one  simple 
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rule :  he  broug'ht  every  coAsideration  down  to  the  simple 
test  of  his  duty/  He  never  Ustened,  for  one  moment,  to 
tlie  clamors  which  had  been  raised  against  his  wortliy 
friend  the  Postmaster  General,  any  more  tlian  if  the  si- 
lence of  despotism  reigned  around  him;  nor  would  the 
people  regard  it  more  than  he,  or  be  so  unjust  as  to  blame 
the  head  of  a  department  for  what  was  the  act  of  Con- 
gress aloiic.  >Ir.  J.  said  that  a  large  portion  of  the  post 
routes  in  this  bill  he  knew  to  be  indispensably  necessary 
to  the  comfort  and  accommodation  of  great  districts  of  the 
country.  Why,  then,  limit  the  bill  ?  He  differed  totally 
from  his  very  worthy  colleague  in  tliis  matter;  and,  how- 
ever accountable  he  held  himself  to  his  constituents,  he 
was  not  afraid  to  avow,  either  in  that  House  or  elsewhere, 
that,  so  long  as  they  had  a  dolhir  to  appropriate  out  of 
all  the  millions  they  had  contributed  for  the  welfare  of  our 
common  country^  he  should  not  be  afraid  to  appropriate 
it  for  an  object  so  essential  to  their  comfort  and  liapiuness. 
This  he  conceived  to  be  the  right  way  to  treat  the  people. 
They  put  millions  into  the  treasury,  and  they  would  qever 
complain  that  a  part  of  their  own  trcasiu'e  was  taken  out 
to  promote  their  own  best  good. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  rejoined.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  boldness  and  independence  of  his  colleague. in 
voting  for  any  appropriation  of  money  which  he  consider- 
ed to  bu  demanded  by  the  public  good.  He  only  regretted 
that,  if  he  considered  an  appropriation  in  this  case  neces- 
sary and  proper,  he  had  not  retained  the  clause  for  that 
purpose  as  it  originally  stood  in  the  bill,  but  had  himself 
moved  to  have  it  stricken  out:  for  Mr.  W.  felt  fully  con- 
vinced that  if  the  bill. were  passed  in  its  present  form,  the 
department  would  have  at  once  to  come  to*  the  treasury.. 
To  this  he  for  one  was  utterly  opposed.  He  considered 
that  the  duty  he  owed  to  himselt,  and  to  his  constituents, 
required  him  tp  keep  the  expenses  of  the  Post  Ofl^ce  De- 
partment within  the  amount  of  its  receipts.  With  that 
view  he  was  desirous  te  repose  In  the  officer  at  its  head 
S'.ich  a  discretion  as  might  relieve  him  from  the  necessity 
of  applying  to  the  treasury,  ho^'ever  abumUmt  its  contents 
might  be,  (though  he  did  not  believe  they  would  be  so 
very  abundant  either.)  He  should  not  urge  anything 
fjirther  in  support  of  its  amendments,  but  woUld  content 
himself  with  requesting  that  the  vote  upon  it  might  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  by  the  House.  - 

Mr.  JOHNSON  rose  to  correct  a  misapprehension  of 
Ills  colleague,  as  to  what  he  had  said.  He  had  never  as- 
serted that  any  appropriation  from  the  treasury  would  be 
required  to  can-y  this  bill  into  effect,  but  had  only  ex- 
pressed his  willngness  to  make  such  an  appropnation 
sliould  it  be  required. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  act  on  a  subject  of  this  kind  without  due  deli- 
beration. By  the  acknowledgment  of  the  honoi*a))le  and 
very  generous  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  committee, 
[Mr.  Joaxsox,]  the  policy  heretofore  invariably  pursued 
in  relation  to  tlie  Post  Office  is  now  to  be  changed  As  a 
tax,  the  contribtitors  to  this  branch  of  the  Government 
liavc  had  that  characteristic  which  renders  any  tax  tlie 
most  popular,  viz.  its  being  paid  by  those  who  personally 
enjoy  the  beneficial  consequences.  The  department,  said 
Mr.  n.,  has  heretofore  been  managed  with  very  great 
care,  and  has  been  very  popular;  tlie  most  so,  perhaps, 
of  any  of  the  branches  of  the  Government;  great  harmony 
also  has  generally  prevailed  between  Congress  and  the 
he.id  of  that  department.  One  great  reason  of  the  popu- 
larlt}',  i;3  w  ell  as  the  general  prosperity  it  lias  enjoyed,  is 
to  be  fu\ind  in  the  fact,  that  ^t  h.is  been  thus  fur  sustained 
by  it?i  own  resources;  llie  revenue  from  po.stage  has  paid 
tlic  expenses  of  transporti.ig  the  mall.  But  it  the  exten- 
sion and  multiplication  of  mui!  routes  is  to  be  pursued 
^^ithout  regard  to  the  receipts  of  the  dcpjutment,  one  of 
tbe  most  salutarv  checks  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs 


will  have  been  removed.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
consider,  maturely  before  they  entrusted  this  branch  of 
the  Government  with  a  discreUonary  power  to  demand 
appropriations  from  the  treasury;  and,  if  it  is  farther  to 
have  the  discretion  of  applying  the  appropriations  when 
obtained,  its  concerns  could  not  fail  to  fall  into  great  dis- 
order: a  looser  system  of  administration  would  be  adopted; 
the  tax  would  lose  its  equitable  character,  and  soon 
cease  to  be  populai*.  He  haA  urged  these  considerations 
because  tlie  honorable  chairman  of  tlic  committee  had 
avowed  it  as  his  plan  to  call  for  appropriations  where  the 
funds  of  the  department  should  fall  short. 

As  to  the  interest  of  the  country  in  this  multitude  of 
new  ix>utes-^(he  did  not  know  how  many  were  proposed 
by  the  bill — a  gentleman  near  him  said  seven  hundred) — ^he 
could  only  say  tliat  heretofore  the  Post  Office  comniiLtee 
in  tlie  House  Jmd  always  moved  in  concert  with  the  head 
of  the  department;  and  it  was  reasonable  and  fit  that  they 
should  do  so.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  that  com- 
mittee could  possess  the  same  extent  and  minute  accuracy 
of  knowledge  which  belonged  to  the  department — no 
committee  during  its  term  of  8cr>'ice  here  could  obtain 
such  a  mass  of  geographical  information.  The  present 
bill,  however,  had,  it  seemed,  been  got  up  without  -^ny 
consultation  with  the  department.  Here  were  seven  hun- 
dred new  post  routes  proposed  at  once. 

[Mr.  VANCE  here  interposed  to  explain.  He  feared 
he  had  unintentionally  misled  the  gentleman — ^tlie  bill 
contained  not  seven,  but  about  three  hundred  routes.  ] 

Be  it  so,  said  Mr.  Bjell,  the  objection  is  the  same  in 
principle,  if  there  are  but  one  hundred.  No  committee 
can  judge  of  tlieir  utility  with  the  saiiie  degree  of  safety 
as  jthe  Post  Office  Department  can.  Yet  the  honorable 
chaii'man  declares  that  lie  did  not  consider  it  his  duty  to 
consult  the  Postmaster  General  in  each  of  tlicse  tliree 
hundred  routes.  Any  committee,  charged  with  a  duty 
of  this  kind,  is,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  liabW  to 
great  impositions.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  honorable 
members  of  this  House  would  wilfully  and  intentionally 
deceive  or  impose  upon  any  committee;  but  they  might, 
in  effect,  produce  a  very  false  impression  by  their  repre- 
sentations, which,  however  sincere,  were  chiefly  based  on 
a  nai'rovv  circle  of  topographical  information.  Each  mem- 
ber looked  mainly  at  his  own  immediate  neighborhood, 
without  consulting  the  general  interest  of  his  region  of 
the  Union,  ami  without  an  accurate  knowledge,  perhaps, 
of  the  routes  already  existing.  He  meant  not  the  sUghtest 
imputation  on  the  patience,  diligence,  or  fidelity  of  the 
committee,  or  on  the  motives  or  conduct  of  any  member 
of  the  Hoyse;  but  it  was  obvious,  that,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  most  of  tliese  routes  could  receive  from  a 
committee  but  a  comparatively  sUght  investigation. 

There  was  another  point  he  considered  important:  sup> 
posing  that  the  Post  Office  Department  had  hitherto  sus- 
tained it.self  out  of  its  revenues,  the  House  could  not  be 
sine  th^it,  in  departing  from  previous  policy,  they  would 
be  sustained  by  public  opinion.  The  vote  of  yesterday  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation  at  first  introduced  into  the 
bill,  seemed  to  indicate  tliat  this  House  liad  not  yet  made 
up  its  miiul  to  enter  upon  a  new  course  of  policy  in  rela- 
tion to  this  department.  The  consequence  of  too  great 
a  multiplication  of  mail  routes  was,  that  the  department 
had  to  nari'ow  down  Its  contracts  where  the  mail  was  most 
wanted.  The  whole  country  received  a  slight  accommo- 
dation, which  was  not  graduated  by  the  comparative  wants 
of  its  different  parts,  and  many  of  the  routes  became 
scarce  worth  sustaining. 

No  one  could  think  more  highly  of  the  usefulneas  of  i 
wide-spread  dissemination  of  intelligence  than  he  did;  but 
iiiit^ht  ntj^  greater  facihties  be  granted  in  routes  already 
existing,  in  preference  to  the  opening  of  new  routes* 
Would  it  not  conduce  more  to  a  general  di£fiision  of  know- 
ledge, if  the  same  facilities  of  circulating  ipformatlon 
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wMch  are  now  confined  to  members  of  Congress  should  be 
exte  nded  to  members  of  the  State  Legislatures  in  the  several 
States?  It  had  often  struck  him,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  if  they 
were  the  real  and  sincere  friends  to  a  general  diffu- 
sion of  intelligence,  which  might  be  inferred  from  their 
zeal  for  multiplying  mail  routes,  would  they  not  more  ef- 
fectually promote  that  object  by  some  such  arrangement 
as  he  had  alluded  to?  The  members  of  the  State  Legfisla- 
turea  were  more  spread  among  the  people,  and  lived  more 
among  them,  and  were  consequently  the  best  acquainted 
with  their  wants  and  wishes;  an  arrangement  of  tliis  cha- 
racter would  overbalance  a  thousand  of  these  small  routes, 
while  it  added  less  to  the  expenditure  of  the  department. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  had  esteemed  it  his 
duty  to  submit  these  views  on  the  general  subject,  and 
expressing  his  hope  that  the  House  would  act  with  great 
coolness  and  caution  in  so  important  a  department  of  le- 
gislation. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  of  Pennsylvania,  disclaimed  an^  In- 
tention of  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  general  subject, 
but  would  offer  one  or  two  words  in  explanation  of  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against  the 
amendment.  Waiving  the  question  whether  this  bill  ought 
to  pass  or  not,  he  objected  to  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wicklipfk,]  because  it 
ve&ted  the  Postmaster  General  with  an  absolute  discretion 
in  the  application  of  the  funds  of  his  department,  and  en- 
abled htm  to  decide  without  appeal  among  three  hundred 
conflicting  claims  for  the  new  mail  routes  proposed  in  the 
bill.  This  confided  to  a  single  officer  a  weight  of  respon- 
sibility which  pertained  to  Congress  alone.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  entertained  both  respect  and  friendship  for  the  distin- 
guished officer  at  the  head  of  tlie  General  Post  Office; 
and  as  his  friend,  he  felt  unwilling  to  impose  upon  him  so 
onerous  a  burden.  Exercise  this  discretion  how  lie  might, 
he  wa^  sure  to  give  gi*eat  offence.  Each  applicant  for 
favor  would  esteem  his  own  route  best  entitlea  to  prefer- 
ence, and  tliere  would  be  three  or  four  hundred  of  these 
applicants  struggling  with  each  other  for  a  boon  which, 
perliaps,  could  be  extended  to  but  three  or  four  individuals; 
the  rest  were  sure  to  feel  offended.  What,  asked  Mr.  B.,  is 
the  duty  of  Congress  in  this  matter?  To  put  only  such 
routes  into  the  law  as  the  resources  of  the  department 
will  enable  it  te  meet;  and  between  the  various  claims  for 
such  admission.  Congress  should  itself  decide,  and  not 
devolve  its  own  responsibility  on  the  head  of  any  indivi- 
dual. In  both  these  views  of  the  subject,  he  felt  opposed 
to  the  amendment.  He  shquld  rather  appropriate  at  once 
the  sums  that  might  be  thought  necessary,  than  entrust 
such  a  responsibility  ss  was  proposed  by  tlie  g^itleman 
from  Kentucky  to  the  head  of  any  department. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  again  addressed  the  Hoiise.  He  con- 
a'idered  himself  very  unfortunate  in  not  having  been  un- 
derstood— he  knew  with  certainty  that  his  friends  would 
not  wilfully  misunderstand  him — he  must,  therefore,  attri- 
bute the  mistake  to  some  defect  on  his  own  part.  He 
had  not  said,  as  seemed  to  be  supposed,  tliat  the  Post 
Offilce  committee  had  acted  in  total  independence  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  in  jud|^ng  of  the  necessity  of 
the  various  routes  proposed  to  them;  but  that  they  had 
acted  without  holding  themselves  obliged  to  consult  the 
department,  whether  routes  should  be  adopted  that 
wo«ild  require  appropriations  from  the  treasury.  On 
some  of  the  routes  in  this  biU^  the  committee  had  obtain- 
ed the  details  from  the  department.  Whenever  they 
had  rejected  a  route  asked  for,  the  rejection  was  record- 
ed, together  with  the  reasons  for  it.  But,  supposing  the 
committee  had  acted  in  entire  independence  of  the  de- 
p:ylment,  who,  he  asked,  could  be  better  qualified  to 
give  the  committee  all  the  information  it  needed  to  en- 
Ughten  its  judgment  than  the  members  of  this  House? 
Men  who  come  from  the  country  where  the  route  must 
must  mn^    Men  who  reside  with  the  people,  and  are  sent 

ToL.  Vn.— 24 


here  to  express  their  wants  and  wishes?  If  a  committee 
of  this  House  are  incapable  of  deciding  on  a  post  route, 
without  first  obtaining  the  approbation  of  the  Post  Offico 
Department,  (except  so  far  as  mere  courtesy  is  concerned,) 
then  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
had  better  have  been  so  worded  as  to  confide  that  power 
to  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  Mr.  Jf.  said 
he  was  truly  very  unfortunate  in  being  thus  exposed  to 
the  buffets  of  his  friends,  for  he  had  been  opposed  by 
none  but  those  who  were  his  friends,  both  personal  and 
political.  He  had  expressed  his  opinion — ^it  was  a  candid 
one — and  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  withdraw  it,  or  recall 
any  thing  he  had  said:  nor  could  he  connder  the  force  of 
his  argument  lessened  by  what  he  had  heard.  One  word 
to  the  worthy  gentleman  before  him,  [Mr.  Bkll,]  (than 
whom  he  knew  none  more  worthy,  or  xor  whom  he  felt  a 
truer  respect;)  that  gentleman  was  wrong  in  supposing 
him  to  have  said  that  any  money  would  in  tliis  case  cer- 
tainly have  to  be  appropriated.  It  would  be  a  delicate 
thing  to  make  such  a  declaration  beforehand;  but  he  had 
declared  that  if,  when  the  time  arrived,  an  appropriation 
should  prove  necessary,  he  was  prepared  to  vote  for  it. 
He  again  declared,  that,  rather  than  deprive  the  oountry 
of  such  a  benefit,  he  would  give  the  money  necessary  to 
obtain  it.  His  very  worthy  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Buchanan]  had  expressed  a  wish  that  the  Post  Office 
committee  had  ascertained  the  precise  amount  requisite  to 
carry  the  bill  into  effect;  tliat  gentleman  was  so  much  and 
so  constantly  engaged  in  other  labors  of  a  very  different 
kind — [Mr.  B.  is  chairman  of  tlie  Judiciary  committee] — 
that  he  had  overlooked  the  fact  tliat  the  department  had 
ascertained  the  amount  referred  to,  and  had  reported  it  to 
the  House  at  $82,000.  This  was  the  amount  originally 
inserted  in  the  bill,  and  which  the  House  had  yesterday 
resolved  to  strike  out.  This  amount  was  not  asked  by  the 
department:  the  department  asked  for  no  appropriation { 
but  this  was  the  answer  given  by  the  department  to  the 
inquiry  of  the  Post  Office  committee,  as  to  the  amount 
required  to  establish  all  the  new  routes  in  the  present  bill. 
For  himself,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  would  rather  let  the  bill  sleep 
on  the  table,  tlian  adopt  the  amendment  proposed  by  his 
colleague.  That  amendment  appended,  and  the  bill  would 
amount  to  nothing;  nay,  it  would  be  worse  than  nothing, 
for  it  would  confer  a  legislative  discretion  on  the  head  of 
the  Post  Office  Department.  His  worthy  fi'iend  [Mr. 
Bkll]  had  said  that  it  appeared  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  relation  to  tne  Post  Office,  was  about  to  be 
changed.  He  said  not.  It  would  not  be  changed  at  all, 
until  an  appropriation  should  actuall;^  have  been  made. 
On  the  contrary,  should  this  bill  be  had  asleep,  then  the 
policy  of  the  Government  would  iodeed  be  changed. 
Then  this  House  would,  in  effect,  say  to  tlie  people  of  the 
United  States,  « while  your  own  President,  the  man  of 
your  choice,  the  man  whom  you  elected  at  the  polls,  fills 
the  chair,  you  are  to  tJ\}oy  less  privileges  than  ^ou  ever 
had  before;  you  are  to  be  indulged  with  less  mail  accom- 
modation, in  proportion,  than  under  anv  former  adminis- 
tration.'' Sir,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  am  not  wi&ing  to  say  this  to 
the  people.  I  do  not,  indeed,  connect  my  support  of  this 
bill  with  thu  or  with  that  particular  administration;  but  I 
cannot  consent  that  we  should  now,  for  the  first  time,  be- 
gin to  withhold  privileges  irom  the  people.  I  again  re- 
peat, that  I  consider  myself  unfortunate  m  being  opposed 
bv  my  friends,  and  by  such  friends.  I  am,  I  declare, 
almost  in  doubt  whether  I  must  not  be  wrong,  seeing  I 
differ  from  them;  still,  however,  I  do  not  so  far  doubt 
as  to  chahge  my  opinion:  and  if  this  amendment  shall  be 
adopted,  I  shall  immediately  move  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  of  New  York,  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  commit- 
tee found  it  necessary  to  avow  that  he  felt  indifferent 
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whether  this  bill  would  or  would  not  charg-e  the  Govern- 
ment beyond  tlie  iftcome  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 
I  bad  thought  that  it  was  an  acknowledg'ed  settled  princi- 
ple in  reference  to  the  management  of  that  department, 
that  its  revenues  should  not  be  exceeded  by  its  expendi- 
ture. The  idea,  either  of  making  the  Post  Office  a  source 
of  revenue,  or  of  suffering  it  to  be  a  burden  on  the  trea- 
sury, he  understood  to  be  alike  abandoned.  He  had  been 
under  the  impression  that  the  committee,  when  they  re- 
ported this  bill,  believed  tliat  the  revenues  of  the  depart- 
ment would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expense  of  all  these 
routes.  In  this,  it  appeared,  he  was  mistaken.  Mr.  H. 
said  he  should  not  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wickliffb,]  although  he  felt 
very  sensibly  the  force  of  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
fi-ora  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Buchawaw.]  He  concurred  with 
that  gentleman  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  House,  and  not 
the  Postmaster  General,  who  should  fix  upon  the  routes 
to  be  carried  into  effect  $  but  it  was  perhaps  too  late  to 
hope  for  this  now.  It  would  require  a  revision  of  the 
whole  bill,  and,  to  be  properly  done,  would  also  demand  a 
knowledge  of  the  relative  expense  of  each  route.  But 
if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Johxsok]  was  right 
in  his  belief,  that  it  would  probably  call  for  no  appropria- 
tion to  carry  tlie  bill  into  effect,  then  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  of  course  fell  to  Ihe  ground. 
If  all  could  be  accomplished,  then  there  would  no  diffi- 
culty occur  from  having^to  select  from  among  them.  Mr. 
H.  said  he  preferred  the  insertion  of  the  amendment  to 
the  danger  of  embarrassing  the  revenue  by  calls  fbr  aj)- 

gropriations  hereafter.  For,  although  the  gentleman 
'om  Kentucky  thinks  that  an  appropriation  will  be  readi- 
ly voted,  if  called  for,  to  make  up  any  deficiency  caused 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  yet  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  House,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  increasing 
deficit  of  the  department,  had  voted  to  strike  out  tlie  ap- 
propriation from  this  bill.  If  the  committee  abandoned 
their  proposition  now,  what  reason  was  there  to  suppose 

.that  the  House  would  willingly  assent  to  it  hereafter? 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  Mr.  H.  said  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  pass  the  bill  with  the  amendment  than 
without  it. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky  ahd  Tennessee  [Messrs. 
WicKLXFTx  and  Bbll]  had  not  looked  into  the  documents 
submitted  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  be- 
fore they  had  taken  the  ground  they  had  now  done,  in 

.  offering^  and  in  supporting  the  amendment.  Had  they 
done  this,  they  would  have  found  abundant  evidence  to 
show  that  a  bill  like  that  now  under  discussion  might  be 
suffered  to  pass,  without  the  least  apprehension  of  a  defi- 
ciency of  funds  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Had  the  language 
of  those  documents  been  referred  to,  the  whole  of  the 
present  discussion  might  have  been  avoided,  and  the  bill 
been  by  this  time  engi«ossed  for  its  third  reading.  The 
documents  would  show,  that  when  General  Jackson  came 
into  office,  the  Post  Office  Department  had  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  tlnrty  thousand  dollars  at  its  disposal.  In 
his  first  communication  to  Congress,  he  informed  that  body 
that  great  improvements  had  taken  place  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  as  well  as  other  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  large  savings  had  been  effected  in  its  funds, 
which  had  been  formerly  squandered  away,  owing  to  the 
irregularity  of  the  public  accounts.  He  told  Congress, 
that  at  that  time  the  Post  Office  Department  was  in  h  highly 
prosperous  condition.  Now,  there  had  not  a  single  new 
post  route  been  authorized  since  1827.  In  that  year,  it 
was  true,  the  expenses  of  the  depailment  had  been  in- 
creased to  a  certain  extent,  but  the  expense  had  long  since 
been  defrayed.  Under  these  circumstances,  could  the 
gentleman  who  introduced  the  amendment,  or  the  gentle- 
man who  had  supported  it,  entertain  a  reasonable  doubt 
of  the  ability  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  sustain  the 


increased  expenditure  proposed  in  this  bill?  Surely  not 
Had  it  not  been  echoed  and  re-echoed,  as  well  by  the 
President  and  the  head  of  the  dep  v^ment  as  by  all  the  papers 
of  a  certain  description,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  other,  that  the  Post  Office  was  in  a  high  state  of  pros* 
perity?  Yet,  what  did  the  House  now  aee  and  hesr? 
Gentlemen,  professedly  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
hesitating  to  pass  the  ordinary  biennial  post  office  bill,  lest 
it  should  compel  the  department  to  make  a  draught  upon  the 
treat ury !  Such  a  fear  must  be  idle  indeed.  Surely  this 
House  was  raising  a  clamor  against  the  department,  which 
would  meet  with  no  credit  out  of  that  House.  The  House 
had  been  informed  by  the  head  of  the  department,  in  his 
public  official  communication,  that  a  saving  had  been  ef- 
fected, in  making  contracts  this  year,  of  sevcnty-two 
thousand  dollars.  Yet  gentlemen  had  branded  tliat  branch 
of  Government  by  the  unfounded  supposition  that  its  ex- 
penses had  run  beyond  its  income  to  the  amount  of  eighty- 
two  thousand  dollars.  Could  this  be  true  while  a  saving 
had  been  effected  to  nearly  that  whole  amount?  The  thing 
was  incredible.  One  gentleman  had  even  supposed  that 
not  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  would  be  need- 
ed to  carry  into  effect  this  bill.  Yet  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment asked  no  more  than  eighty -six  thousand  dollars 
as  sufficient  to  cover  all  these  routes.  The  last  bill  of  tliis 
kind  .burdened  the  department  only  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  One  was  passed  in  1826  es- 
tablishing various  new  routes,  and  another  bill  in  the  fol^ 
lowing  year.  The  hitter,  it  is  true,  was  passed  against 
the  opinion  of  thtf  Postmaster  General,  who  desired  iliat 
the  routes  in  the  previous  bill  should  be  suffered  first  to  go 
into  operation  before  any  others  should  be  added;  but  the 
House  thought  otherwise,  and  passed  the  bill.  But,  as  he 
had  observed  already,  the  whole  expense  incurred  by 
these  Wlls  had  been  long  since  defrayed,  and  the  depart- 
ment had  since  been  officially  declared  to  be  in  a  flounsh- 
ing  condition.  The  gentleman  Yrom  Kentucky  had  alluded 
to  certain  proceedings  in  the  Senate.  Such  allusions,  he 
thought,  were  not  in  order. 

[The  CHAm  interposed,  and  observed  that  Mr.  Wick- 
LiprE  had  made  no  allusion  that  he  heard  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate.  Had  he  done  so,  it  would  undoubttdly 
have  been  out  of  order,  and  the  Chair  would  have  inter- 
posed to  stop  any  remarks  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said  he  thoiight  the  gentleman 
had  alluded  to  committees  of  inquiry.  Mr.  WICKLIFFE 
offered  to  explain,  but  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  procteded.] 

He  admitted  that  the  routes  ordered  by  the  bill  of  1827 
tlid  not  go  into  effect  till  January,  1829.  One  quarter 
was  due  in  April,  and  the  present  Postmaster  Crcneral  was 
not  concerned  in  the  result  until  July,  1829.  Attbattlicc 
the  department  had,  by  its  own  showing,  upward*  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  its  disposal.  On  tiit' 
whole,  Mr.  W.  concluded  it  to  be  utterly  impossible  thai 
with  this  surplus  then,  and  its  very  rigid  and  econon.ical 
mode  of  conducting  business  since,  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment should  not  be  in  circumstances  to  meet  the  pre- 
visions of  the  present  bill.  Did  he  wish  to  injure  tlie 
credit  of  that  department,  he  could  not  employ  language 
better  calculated  to  effect  that  object,  than  that  now  Itld 
by  the  gentlemen  who  advocated  the  amendment:  what 
was  more  Hkely  to  excite  an  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  than  that  the  affairs  of  the  department  had  notbetn 
properly  conducted?  If^cntlemen,  after  all  that  had 
been  said  of  the  flourishing  state  of  the  Post  Office,  would 
nevertheless  admit  that  it  was  unable  to  add  these  routes 
without  calling  on  the  treasury,  the  conclusion  was  inc«- 
table  that  there  must  exist  very  great  improvidence  in  its 
management. 

Mr.  SrORRS,  of  New  York,  said  that  he  had  come  to 
a  different  conclusion  from  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr- 
WhittleskIt,]  and  thought  it  beat,  on  the  whole,  to  vote 
for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
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right  that  those  who  reaped  its  advanta^s  should  be  at 
the  expense  of  maintaining  it.  Rather  than  add  to  its  ex- 
pedition in  its  condition,  he  would  be  willing  to  vote  a 
gross  sum  at  once  fi*om  the  treasury,  to  pay  off  the  eighty 
thousand  dollars  excess  of  the  last  year,  put  tlie  de- 
partment fairly  afloat,  and  let  the  Postmaster  General 
begin  the  next  year  with  a  new  account. 

Mr.  MAGEE  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  part  in  tliis  debate,  but  merely  to  correct  the 
great  mistakes  which  seemed  to  prevail  in  some  parts  of 
the  House,  as  to  an  enormous  increase  in  the  expenses  of 
the  Post  Office  Department.  The  bill  of  1827,  for  es- 
tablishing additional  routes,  did  not  take  effect  until  1829. 
The  routes  then  ordered  did  not  go  into  operation  until 
January,  1829;  and  the  first  payment  did  not  come  on 
until  Ma^  of  that  year.  The  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nme  thousand  dollars,  therefore,  expended,  was 
to  be  deducted  from  the  formidable  amount  stated  by  his 
colleague.  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  mentioned  these  fiicts  for 
the  information  of  his  colleague,  who  professed  such  en- 
tire ignorance  as  to  the  cause  of  the  <*  enormous  increase," 
as  well  as  that  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that,  with  a  view  to  relieve  gentle- 
men from  the^  great  fears  they  professed,  lest  the  nation 
should  think  there  had  been  a  gross  expenditure  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  he  had  intended  to  advert  to  the 
facts,  just  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York*  He 
could  also  inform  the  gentleman,  that  since  the  adoption 
of  the  federal  constitution,  and  even  before  that  consti- 
tution had  any  existence,  the  Postmaster  General  had 
possessed  absolute  power  to  increase,  at  his  own  discre- 
tion, the  frequency  of  the  mails,  from  one  day  in  a  week 
increased  from  the  years  1827-8,  to  the  last  year,  more  fto  six — ay,  and  to  seven,  too,  if  he  thought  it  most  expe- 


He  took  it  for  granted  that,  if  the  bill  was  passed,   it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  put  the 
new  routes  into  operation,  and  gentlemen  had  said  that 
they  amininted  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred. 
Now,  said  Mr.  9.,  I  do  not  think  it  quite  fair  towards  tliat 
department,  in  the  present  condition  of  its  finances,  to 
impose  thb  new  burden  upon  its  resources.     It  has  been 
s^d,  in  tlie  course  of  this  debate,  that  no  new  post  routes 
have  been  put  into  operation  since  1828.     Yet,  on  look- 
ing at  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  at  the  pre- 
sent session,  the  debt  of  the  department  appears  to  be 
increavng.     It  is  stated  in  the  report,  that  the  expendi- 
t<ireofl827-8was  11,623,893;  of  1828-9, $1,782,132  57; 
of  1829^0,  #1,932,707  06;  so  that  the  expenditure  of 
the  last  year  exceeds  that  of  1828-9  by  the  sum  of  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  i^nd  about 
tjiree  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  than  in  1827-8.     He 
did  not  mean  to  find  fault  with  it.      Though  there  may 
have  been  no  new  routes  to  cause  this  increase,  it  may 
perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  the  increased  facilities  af- 
forded on  the  old  routes,  or  .the  calls  on  the  department 
for  old  claims  or  allowances,  or  in  many  other  ways.     It 
would  not  be  right  to  disapprove  of  it  without  accurate 
aod  full  information  as  to  the  causes  of  it,  as  it  might, 
perhaps,  be  fully  tnd  satisfactorily  explained.     He  did 
not  mean  to  give  any  opinion  about  it,  and  had  only 
alluded  to  it  to  show  that,  even  under  this  increased  ex- 
penditure*  the  report  further  showed  that  the  exeest  of 
expenditure  over  the  receipts  had  pretty  regularly  in- 
creased too  since  1827.     This  excess  is  stated  in  tlie  same 
report  to  have  been,  in  1827-8,  $25,015  85;   1828-9, 
$74,714  15;  1829-30,  ^82,124  86.     The  postages  have 


than  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Now,  it 
cannol  be  sound  policy  to  burden  that  department  with 
the  new  expenditure  to  be  created  by  this  bill,  before  the 
old  debt  is  paid  off,  or  lessened;  or  at  least  put  on  the  de- 
crease, instead  of  increasing  yearly.  It  is  very  true,  as 
the  Postmaster  General  very  jusdy  observes,  that  the 
yearly  r&tio  of  increase  of  this  excess  for  the  last  two  years 
does  not  keep  pace  with  the  yearly  increase  of  receipts. 
But  the  amount  of  excess  is,  in  net,  increasing  yearly; 
and  it  is  that  circumstance  to  which  he,  Mr.  S.,  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  The  amendment  of 
the  geatleman  from  Kentucky  will  prevent  this  excess 
from  Increasing  any  more,  at  least  through  the  legislation 
of  Congress.  He  thought  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
think  of  puttiiig  more  burdens  upon  the  post  office  fund, 
when  this  excess  of  expenditure  began  to  diminish.  The 
old  routes  would  undoubtedly  be  able  to  maintain  them- 
selves in  two  or  three  years  more,  if  the  future  increase 
of  postages  shall  equal  the  increase  of  the  last  two  years. 
In  the  mean  time,  he  thought  it  unwise  to  throw  new  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  tlie  present  increasing  prosperity  of 
the  department.  He  should  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  because  he  thought  it 
would  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  the  department  from 
the  rery  unpleasant  necessity  of  overloading  its  resources. 
He  considered  it  his  duty,  as  a  member  of  the  House,  to 
contribute  his  aid  to  this  desirable  result.  It  was  not  as 
a  friend  of  the  Postmaster  General,  which  some  gentle- 
men* during  the  course  of  the  debate,  had  avowed  them- 
selves on  this  floor  to  be.  He  had  no  particular  friendship 
for  that  officer,  nor  ariy  enmity  towards  him.  Indeed,  he 
knew  of  no  friends  in  legislation.  It  was  not  strictlv  a 
parliamentary  word.  The  public  interest  requires  that 
Congress  should  not,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  de- 
partment, do  any  thing  to  embarrass  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral in  his  laudable  efforts  to  keep  the  expenditure  of  his 
office  within  its  income;  and  Mr.  S.  said  that  it  was  only 
because  the  public  interest  did  require  it,  that  he  should 
support  the  amendment  The  policy  of  Congress  had 
been  to  make  that  department  support  itself,  and  it  was 


dient.  He  could  also»  at  pleasure,  increase  the  speed  of 
tlie  mails;  nor  were  the  public  journals  silent  as  to  the 
increase  which  hod  actually  taken  place,  both  in  their 
frequency  and  speed.  The  Postmaster  could  multiply 
their  passage  from  three  to  six  times  every  week  of  thie 
year,  and  even  to  seven  times,  thank  God,  'when  it  was 
necessary.  Yet  his  friend  over  the  way,  without  explain- 
ing any  of  the  facts  which  he  had  stated  from  the  docu- 
ments, expresses  his  utter  ignorance  as  -to  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  the  result  be  refers  to;  a  gentleman, 
too^of  his  distinction,  who,  1  thought,  added  Mr.  J.,  knows 
almost  every  thing.  For  himself,  Mr.  J.  said  be  could 
see  no  necessity  whatever  for  involving  this  thing  in  party 
considerations.  He  never  had,  and  with  God's  help  he 
never  would  imply  censure  by  his  language  on  that  floor, 
where  he  was  unwilling  directly  to  express  it.  His  friend, 
too,  from  Oliio,  [Mr.  Whittleskt,]  had  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  allude  to  some  imputation  made  under  the  pre- 
sent administration,  to  prodigality  under  the  past.  He 
could  not  for  his  life  see  the  necessity  of  alluding  to  this, 
even  had  the  fact  been  so;  but  it  was  not  so.  He  had 
never  seen  a  word  from  the  present  head  of  the  Post 
Ofiice  Department  reflecting,  m  the  slightest  degree*  on 
the  worthy  and  meritoriou^  gentleman  who  had  been  his 
predecessor,  and  he  should  be  glad~no,  he  recalled  the 
word,  he  should  not  be  glad,  for  Uie  matter  did  not  per* 
tain  to  the  subject  before  the  House — ^if  his  friend  from 
Ohio  would  point  out  the  spot,  and  would  g^ve  the  House 
the  chapter  and  verse  where  any  such  imputation  was  ex- 
pressed. For  himself,  he  esteemed  and  honored  the  late 
Postmaster  General,  as  he  esteemed  and  honored  the  pre- 
sent officer.  He  knew,  iudeed,  that  some  such  tiling  as 
that  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  had  been 
afloat  in  the  public  journals;  he  regretted  that  they  were 
so  abusive  on  both  sides.  He  wished  it  were  otherwise; 
yet,  no  matter  how  abusive  it  might  be,  the  public  press 
was  the  great  palladium  of  our  liberties;  the  present 
Postmaster,  he  was  perfctetly  sure,  had  never  intended  to 
cast  the  least  imputation  on  his  predecessor— nor  had  he 
done  so — he  had  indeed  stated  that  new  arrangeo^nts 
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had  been  made  in  administering  the  afTairs  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  had  been  divided  into  different  bureaus,  and 
some  reforms  had  been  introduced  in  its  expenditures, 
but  the  statement  of  this  implied  no  censure  on  the  g^en- 
tleman  who  had  gone  before  him. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  should  not  reflect  upon  his  friend  from 
New  York,  who  had  professed  so  much  ignorance  as  to 
the  details  of  the  Post  Office  Department.    He  hoped  the 

gentleman  had  been  sincere  in  all  that  he  advanced^  as  to 
imself,  he  was  but  a  plebeian  in  rank,  and  a  plebeian  in 
language.  He  felt  that  he  had  been  unfortunate  on  the 
present  occasion.  His  language  certainly  had  not  been 
well  understood,  for  a  third  frieml  [Mr.  HoffxanJ  had 
seemed  to  conceive  tliat  he  had  uttered  a  sort  of  bra- 
vado, intimating  that  he  cared  nothing  to  what  extent  he 
scattered  the  public  money.  Such  a  sentiment  was  far 
from  his  mind.  What  he  had  said  was,  that  when  such  a 
valuable  accommodation  was  to  be  secured  to  the  people, 
he  would  not  stand  to  inquire  whether  it  would  cost  eighty 
thousand  (tr  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  gt)od 
obtained  far  overbalanced  the  money  it  might  cost.  He 
hoped,  af^er  these  explanations,  that  it  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  again  to  rise  during  the  present  debate. 

Mr.  DANIEL  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  He 
should  not  be  prevented  from  voting  for  it  bv  the  consi- 
deration, which  appeared  to  have  weight  with  some  gen- 
tlemen, that  it  would  impose  too  great  responsibility  on 
the  Postmaster  General.  That  officer,  he  had  no  doubt, 
was  willing  to  take  -and  bear  all  kinds  of  responsibility. 
He  has  the  power  now  to  discontinue  any  post  road  if  it  is 
not  beneficial  to  the  community.  He  has  the  power  also 
of  increasing  mail  accommodation  upon  every  route;  and 
there  will  not  be  more  discretion  reposed  in  him  by  this 
amendment  than  there  is  by  the  general  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Post  Office  Department — ^not  a  particle  more. 
What  is  intended  by  the  amendment^  Thcro  are  some 
routes  among  the  number  contained  in  the  bill,  wliich 
would  defrav  their  own  expense,  aiKl  ought  to  be  put  in 
operation:  there  were  others,  probably,  which  ought  not. 
I(  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  looked  at  all  parts  of  the 
Postmaster  General's  report  with  the  same  vigilance  as 
he  had  at  one  part,  he  would  have  discovered  what 
had  become  of  the  $230,000  in  hand  when  the  present 
Postmaster  General  came  into  office.  The  new  contracts 
under  the  act  of  1827  had  disposed  of  nearly  the  whole 
of  it.  And  what  more  did  the  gentleman  overlook  in  the 
report?  Why,  that  since  that  officer  had  taken  charge 
of  the  department,  the  postage  lias  been  increased  to  the 
amount  of  $140,000,  and  increased  facilities  of  mail  trans- 
portation to  a  large  amount  have  been  extended  to  the 
people :  and  the  department  was  not  yet  insolvent,  as  the 
gentleman  was  very  ready  to  insinuate;  for  there  still  re- 
mained in  hand  a  hundred  and  forty  odd  tliousand  dollars, 
after  providing  for  the  deficit  of  $82,000:  but  it  was  indis- 
pensable to  the  proper  conduct  of  the  department,  that  it 
should  at  all  times  have  a  surplus  of  funds.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  whose  candor  Mr.  D.said  he  at  all 
times  adimttcd,  and  particularly  on  the  present  occasion, 
had  gone  on  and  said  (hat  every  man  should  vote  or  speak 
in  this  House  without  any  regard  to  his  personal  pre- 
dilections, and  should  always  labor  to  lay  before  his  con- 
stituents the  ti'uth  in  regard  to  ever^  department  of  the 
Government.  Any  attempt  to  even  insmuate  that  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  would  ever  attempt  to  deceive  his  con- 
stituents by  a  garbled  statement  of  the  contents  of  public  do- 
cuments, would  be  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  body.  So  tliat 
when  any  member  of  this  House  tells  a  part  of  the  truth, 
and  not  the  whole  of  it,  I  always  suppose  tliat  it  is  a  mis- 
take: for  no  member  could  be  suspected  of  taking  a  scrap 
of  a  document  here  and  a  scrap  there,  and  putting  them 
together,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  his  constituents. 
I  will  not  believe  it:  if  I  Were  disposed  to  believe  it,  1 
would  not — at  least,  1  would  not  say  so  here.     Now,  sir, 


as  the  gentleman  desires  information  on  this  subject,  I  vrill 
endeavor  to  inform  him  what  has  become  of  the  1309,000 
which  he  speaks  of.  I  find  in  the  report  of  the  Post- 
master  General,  wliieh  accompanied  the  President's  late 
mesisage,  the  following: 

**In  the  several  States,  improvements  in  mail  facili- 
ties have  been  loudly  called  for;  and  in  many  instances 
the  growing  population  and  extending  settlements  of  the 
country  have  absolutely  required  them.  In  making  such 
improvements,  care  has  been  taken  so  to  extend  them  as 
to  give  the  greatest  possible  accommodation  at  the  least  ex- 
pense, and  in  such  a  manner  as  would  be  most  likely  to  in* 
crease  the  revenue.  It  is  in  part  owing  to  these  improve- 
ments that  the  amount  of  revenue  is  so  much  augmented, 
though  they  have,  at  the  same  time,  considerably  increased 
the  expenditures  of  the  department. 

Between  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  and 
the  1st  of  July,  1830,  the  transporta- 
tion uf  the  mail  was  increased  in  stages 
equal  to        .         •  -  -  -      745, 767  miles  a  year 

On  horseback  and  in  sulkies       -       67,104         do- 


Making  an  annual  increase  of  trans- 
portation, equal  to  -  -  -      812,871  miles  a  yfar 
beyond  th?  amount  of  any  former  period.'* 

From  this  the  House  would  at  once  see  the  reason  of 
the  increased  expenditure  of  that  department.  But,  while 
on  this  subject,  he  would  make  one  or  two  observations. 
In  the  course  of  last  summer  it  was  said  in  many  placet 
that  the  Post  Office  Department  was  insolvent,  and  that  it 
had  been  made  so  by  the  present  incumbent,  and  that  he 
had  asked  an  appropriation  of  money  from  the  treasun*  to 
sustain  the  department.  It  was  published  in  many  of  the 
papers,  and  believed  by  a  great  portion  of  the  people 
that  this  was  the  fact.  This  statement  caused  great  dissatis- 
faction; and  if  the  fact  had  been  as  stated,  there  would 
have  been  a  general  disapproval  of  that  department.  But 
it  was  not  true.  Th^  Postmaster  General  did  not  ask  for 
an  appropriation,  but  the'Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Koads  called  upon  him  to  know  how  much  it  would 
take  to  put  in  operation  a  certain  number  of  new  routes, 
and  he  answered  timt  it  would  take  ^86,000.  No  sooner 
was  this  done,  than  a  clamor  was  spread  abroad  that  the 
department  was  insolvent.  Sir,  if  tliis  bill  passes  without 
tlie  proposed  amendment,  and  is  put  into  operation— and 
it  will  assuredly  be  the  duty  of  the  department  to  putitin 
operation — it  will  require  an  additional  expenditure  of  » 
sum  of  $80,000  atthp  least,  and  perhap/much  mere;  for, 
since  the  last  session,  when  the  probable  expense  of  carry- 
ing it  into  efiect  had  been  reported,  every  member  who 
wanted  a  new  post  route  had  gone  and  stuck  it  into  the 
bill,  which,  instead  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  new  routes, 
now  contained  three  hundred.  One  route  had  been  put 
into  the  bill,  on  which,  he  was  told,  in  all  probability  there 
would  not  one  letter  pass  in  two  weeks.  No  doubt, 
that,  in  reference  to  that  route,  the  committee  had  been 
differently  informed,  or  they  would  not  have  admitted  it 
into  the  bill.  Looking  over  the  bill,  he  found  also  in  ooe 
case  two  routes  over  one  road — that  is,  from  the  same  point 
to  the  same  point:  one  of  these,  however,  he  believed, 
had  been  struck  out.  The  establishment  of  these  unneces- 
sary routes  may  serve  to  give  post  offices  to  individuals  who 
want  the  power  to  frank  letters;  and  some  man  on  each  of 
these  routes,  who  has  a  spare  horse  and  a  little  boy  to  ride 
it,  may  find  employment  for  both:  but,  air,  iX  does  seem  to 
me,  that  the  Postmaster  General  would  understand  the 
routes  infinitely  better  than  the  Post  Office  committee  can 
possibly  understand  them.  He  is  better  acquainted  with 
the  existing  routes,  and  with  the  bearing  of  new  routes  m 
relation  to  them,  so  as  to  prevent  the  routes  from  runniny 
into  one  another,  &c.  Members  of  this  House  may  under- 
stand very  well  the  roads  within  their  respective  districts; 
but  whether  the  conversion  of  them  into  post  roads  would 
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be  generally  beneficial,  they  are  not  §o  good  or  disinte- 
rested judges.  One  roeoiber'a  constituents  comes  to  htm, 
and  teUs  him,  "I  want »  mail  route  bymy  house.''  He  is 
tn  old  friend,  and  has  supported  the  member  at  all  times, 
through  evil  and  through  gfood  report,  and  the  member 
cannot  refuse  it  to  him.  But,  if  the  discretion  was  left  to 
the  Postmaster  General,  as  proposed  by  the  amendment, 
those  routes  which  were  likely  to  be  of  general  use,  would 
be  put  in  operation,  while  others  of  a  different  description 
vould  not  Mr.  D.  said  he  trusted,  therefore,  the  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted.  Pass  this  bill,  said  he,  and  what 
vill  be  the  result?  Whjr,  although  the  appropriation  has 
been  struck  out  of  this  bUl,  you  involve  the  department  in 
an  increased  annual  expense  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  Postmaster  General  will 
be  compelled  to  require  an  appropriation  firom  the  treasury 
to  carry  on  his  department.  That  is  not  calculated  upon 
by  the  people.  They  will  not  approve  it.  They  are 
willing  tluit  the  income  of  the  establishment  shall  be  ex- 
pended for  its  support,  but  they  are  not  willing  that  the 
treasur}'  shall  be  called  upon  to  furnish  the  means  of  ex- 
tending it.  And,  sir,  we  ought  to  pause,  and  stop  until 
the  faiids  of  the  department  shall  be  in  a  state  to  allow  us 
to  go  on  adding  to  its  expenditure,  by  establishing  hun- 
dreds of  new  routes  at  a  time. 

[After  Mr.  D.  closed  his  remarks,  the  House  adjourned 
vithout  taking  the  question,  either  on  tlie  bill  or  the 
unendment.] 

MOTTDAT,    DiCIHBXB   20. 

The  House  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  begged  permission  to  trespass  for  a 
moment  upon  the  time  of  the  House.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected that  to-day  was  fixed  upon  for  proceeding  in  the 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,  in  the  case  of  that  individual's  im- 
peachment before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  It  was, 
in  his  opinion,  advisable  that  the  House  should  attend,  even 
if  only  in  the  first  instance  io  prosecute  the  case  before 
the  Senate;  and,  with  this  view,  he  submitted  the  following 
resolution: 

Resohaif  That  this  House  will,  from  time  to  time,  re- 
lulve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  attend  in 
the  chamber  of  the  Senate  on  the  trial  of  the  impeach- 
ment against  James  H.  Peck,  a  judge  of  the  United  States* 
<fistrict  court  for  the  district  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  said,  in  support  of  his  resolution,  that 
it  was  not  dictated  by  any  spirit  of  idle  curiosity  to  wit- 
ness the  proceedings  in  the  Senate  chamber  on  so  solemn 
sod  interesting  an  occasion,  but  from  an  anxiety  to  ascer- 
tain the  principles  upon  which  such  an  important  matter 
va«  to  be  coxuducted,  in  order  that  the  presence  of  the 
House,  before  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  Union,  might  give 
effect  to  a  case  which  would  be  a  subject  of  discussion 
throughout  the  country,  and  which  would  form  part  of 
our  public  history.  The  trial  of  an  impeachment  was  a 
proceeding  of  a  grave  nature;  it  was  never  instituted  but  for 
the  purpose  of  pu^shing  those  offences  which  the  ordi- 
nary laws  could  not  reach;  and  as  such,  it  was,  perhaps, 
better  that  it  should  be  attended  with  all  the  solemnity 
possible;  besides,  such  would  be  the  interest  manifested 
to  witness  its  progress,  that  it  was  doubtful  to  him  whether 
they  should  be  able  to  obtain|a  quorum  in  that  House  during 
the  time  that  the  proceedings  upon  it  were  carrying  on  in 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  DWIGHT  said  he  concurred  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  HorncAir]  in  the  propriety  of  the 
House  attending  during  the  trial;  but  this  resolution  seemed 
to  imply  the  necessity  of  its  continual  attendance.  He 
was  deatrious  the  House  should  meet  at  eleven  o'clock, 
in  order  to  give  the  House  one  hour  for  their  own  business. 

Af\er  some  remarks  from  Messrs.   WICKLIFFB  and 


BUCHANAN,  who  stated  that  the  Senate  were  waiting  for 
the  appearance  of  the  managers,  and  the  proposition  of 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution  by  Mr.  Dwiobt,  which 
were  subsequently  negatived, 

Mr.  POLK  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  inserting 
*•  this  day,*'  instead  of  **  from  time  to  time;"  and  this  was 
accepted  by  the  mover  as  a  modification,  as'  this  would 
give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  discusnng  the  question 
of  its  continual  attendance,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PETTIS  objected  to  the  attendance  of  the  House 
in  the  Senate  chamber,  which  he  conceived  to  be  entirely 
unnecessary.  There  were  two  or  three  huncbed  bills 
already  on  their  table,  which  it  would,  he  thought, 
be  better  to  dispose  of,  with  the  utmost  promptitude.  As 
to  not  having  a  quorum  present  for  the  despatch  of  the 
public  business,  should  such  be  the  case,  it  would  be 
easy  to  try  the  eflfect  of  a  call  of  the  House.  Upon  the 
question  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  he  should  call 
for  tlie  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table.     Negatived. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Hotfman  was  then  carried;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Drattoit  in 
the  chair,  and  repaired  in  procession,  accompanied  by 
their  officers,  to  the  Senate  chamber,  where,  having  been 
seated,  the  impeachment  was  proceeded  in. 

The  Representatives,  afler  some  time,  having  returned 
to  their  own  hall,  in  like  order,  and 

Mr.  DRAYTON  having  reported,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  it  was  resolved,  that  when  the 
House  adjourned,  it  should  adjourn  till  eleven  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


TUKSDAT,  DbCSMBEB  21. 

SILK  MANUFACTURE. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
to  which  wvt  referred  the  letter  of  P.  S.  Duponceau, 
presenting  to  the  House  a  flag  of  American  silk  and  nuuiu- 
facture,  made  the  following  report: 

•  *  The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  letter  of  Peter  S.  Duponceau,  to  the  (Speaker 
of  the  House,  announcing  his  presentation  to  tlie  House 
of  a  silken  flag,  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United  States, 
made  of  American  silk,  reeled  from  cocoons,  and  prepar- 
ed and  woven  by  John  D'Uomergue,  silk  manufacturer, 
the  entire  process  in  the  manufacture  of  the  same  having 
been  performed  in.  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  report: 

*<That  thev  consider  this  specimen  of  American  indus- 
try, applied  for  the  first  time  to  the  production  of  a  fiibric 
in  such  general  use  in  the  United  Suites,  in  the  purchase 
of  which,  in  foreign  countries,  several  millions  of  dollars 
are  annually  drawn  from  thia  country,  as  highly  auspi- 
cious to  the  agriculture  and  arts  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  Mr.  Duponceau,  for  his  .patriotic  exertions  in 
promoting  the  culture  of  silk,  and  in  his  efforts  to  excite 
the  attention  of  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  to  that 
important  branch  of  industry,  deserves  the  Commendation 
of  his  country.  The  committee  have  received  a  commu- 
nication from  Mr.  Duponceau,  detiuling  various  import- 
ant facts  and  remarks  in  reference  to  the  bill  entitled 
'  An  act  for  promoting  the  growth  and  manufacture  of 
silk,'  which  they  have  appended  to  this  report  for  the 
information  of  the  House;  and  the  committee  report  a 
resolution,  and  recommend  its  adoption  by  the  House. 

**Reaohedt  That  the  flag,  bearing  the  colors  of  the 
United  States,  presented  to  tlus  House  by  Peter  S.  Du- 
ponceau, of  Philadelphia,  made  of  American  silk,  and 
prepared  and  woven  by  John  D'Homergue,  silk  manufac- 
turer in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  accepted  by  this 
House,  and  that  it  be  displayed,  under  tlie  direction  of 
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the  Speaker,  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  the  hall  of  sit- 
tings of  this  House." 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  moved  that  the  report  and  leUer 
therein  referred  to,  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion;  and  the  question  beings  put  to  lay  the  report,  &c. 
on  the  table,  it  was  decided  m  the  negative — ^yeas  45, 
na3rs  74. 

The  question  was  theq  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  the  committee,  and  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Subsequently,  the  report  and  letters  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  rose  to  ask,  for  his  o^n 
information,  whether  it  was  expected  that  the  managers, 
in  the  absence  of  the  House,  were  to  conduct  the  trial  of 
the  impeachment  against  Judge  Peck.  The  hour  for  the 
trial  had  now  arrived,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the  House 
to  take  some  order  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HOFFI^IAN  hoped  that  the  same  course  would  be 
pursued  by  the  House  to-day,  as  was  taken  by  it  yesterday; 
and  he  accordingly  submitted,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  the  same  resolution  that  was  yesterday  adopted  by 
the  House. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STRONG,  the  House  agreed  to 
meet  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOFFMAN,  the  House  then  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Iftr.  Cambrxlsho  in 
the  chair;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR,  the  House,  as  a  commit- 
tee, proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber,  further  to  attend  the 
trial  of  the  impeachment  against  Judge  Peck;  and,  afler 
about  two  hours  and  a  half  spent  therein,  the  committee 
returned  to  the  hall,  and  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  said  Committee  of  the 
Wliole,  reported  that  the  committee  had,  according  to 
order,  again  attended  the  trial  of  the  said  impeachment  in 
the  Senate,  and  that  the  court  had  adjourned  till  to-mor- 
row at  twelve  o'clock. 

And  thereupon  the  House  adjourned. 


Weonssdat,  December  22. 

ELECTION    OF   PRESIDENT    AND    VICE    PRESI- 
DENT. 

Mr.  McDUFPIE,  from  the  select  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  respecting  the  election  of  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President  of  ihe  United  States,  reported, 
in  part,  the  following  joint  resolution;  which  was  read, 
and  laid  on  the  table: 

JResohedy  &e.,  That  the  following  amendment  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  seve- 
ral States,  to  be  valid,  lo  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part 
of  sud  constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  Legislatures  of 
three-fourths  of  the  said  States,  viz. 

No  person  shall  be  hereafter  eligible  to  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously elected  to  the  said  office,  and  who  tthall  have  ac- 
cepted the  same,  or  exercise<l  the  powers  thereof. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  DWIGHT  ^bmitted  a  resolution,  in  substance,  re- 

3uiring  the  House  to  meet  each  day  at  eleven  o'clock 
uring  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck;  and 
that  at  twelve  o'clock  it  would  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  proceed  to  the  Senate  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  the  trial. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  veas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  thev  were 
ordered  by  the  House. 


Mr.  PETTIS  opposed  the  resolution.  He  said  tbatt 
resolution  was  offered  at  the  last  session  of  the  House  to 
attend  on  the  trial,  but  tiie  House  only  attended  o»c  day. 
Wlien  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  HorrMij] 
\>fFered  his  resolution  on  Monday,  there  was  no  time  for 
discussion.  Yesterday,  the  House  pursued  the  same 
course  as  on  Monday.  He  hoped  tiie  resolution  would  be 
rejected,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  tiie  proceeding 
was  wholly  unnecessary.  If  the  House  had  no  business 
before  them,  gentlemen  might  indulge  their  curiosity  in 
attending  the  trial  In  the  Senate.  For  himself,  be  had  no 
such  cunosity.  There  was  a  great  number  of  bills  on  the 
docket,  which  required  the  action  of  the  House;  it  wai 
a  short  session;  and;  if  the  House  attended  every  day  in 
the  Senate  during  the  trial,  there  would  be  little  or  no* 
thing  else  done.  He  thought  the  interest  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  generally  should  be  taken  into  con- 
uderation;  the  House  had  appointed  able  managers  to 
conduct  the  impeachment;  and  these  nnanagers  had  de- 
clared that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  House  to  attend. 
Why  should  we  go?  asked  Mr.  P.  Whv  neglect  the 
public  business  to  gratify  our  own  curiosity)  Mr.  P.  con- 
cluded by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  House  would  not 
be  compelled  to  go  to  tlie  Senate  in  a  body. 

Mr.  DWIGUT  said  tiiat  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
taken  his  seat^  had  remarked  that,  in  attending  the  trial 
of  the  impeadiment,  gentlemen  wished  to  indulge  their 
own  curiosity.  Let  me  ask,  said  Mr.  D.,  if  the  Repre- 
sentatives of*^  tiie  nation  have  not  a  higher  motive  for  do- 
ing so?  Were  not  the  House  bound  to  attend  in  the 
fumlment  of  their  constitutional  functions?  Mr.  D.  ap- 
prehended that  the  public  business  might  be  attended  to, 
and  yet  the  House  be  able  to  attend  on  the  trial. 

Afler  a  few  words  from  Mr.  PETTIS, 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Dwi9HT,  by  inserting  the  words  "  until  otherwise  order- 
ed;" so  that  the  House  should  at  any  time  have  the  power 
to  rescind  the  resolution. 

Mr..  DWIGHT  accepted  tiie  amendment  as  a  modiiica- 
tion  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  preferred  the  resolution  ongiiially 
offered  by  Mr.  Hoffman  on  Monday  last,  and  moved  its 
consideration  as  a  substitute  for  that  this  day  offered  by 
Mr.  D WIGHT. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  DODDRIDGE,  HOFF- 
MAN, and  8TRONG,>the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  then  moved  an  amendment;  which  he 
supported  in  a  few  words:  when 

Mr.  HAYNES,  believing  that  the  opinion  of  the  mem- 
bers was  made  up  on  the  subject,  called  for  the  previous 
question.     The  caU  was  sustained  by  the  House — ^yeas90. 

The  previous  question  was  tiien  put,  in  the  following 
words,  viz.  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  (question  being  then  put,  viz.  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Dwioht,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  84,  nays  87. 

So  the  House  decided  to  leave  to  the  managers  the  con- 
ducting of  the  impeachment  against  Judge  Peck. 

The  bill  to  establish  certain  post  roads,  and  to  discon- 
tinue others,  coming  up  as  the  order  of  the  day,  it  was 
on  motion  of  Mr.  DANIEL,  in  consequence  of  the  nccei- 
sary  absence  of  Mr.  Wickliffx,  who  offered  a  proviso  to 
it  on  Friday  last,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  tiien  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Maoes  in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Bernard  Kelly,  of  Georgia.  The  report  of  the 
committee  and  the  evidence  in  the  case  were  read.  The 
bill  was  supported  by  Mr.  THOMPSON  and  Mr.  FOS- 
TER, of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ky.,  and  oppo^ 
ed  by  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  and  Mr.  STERIGEBEj  the 
latter  of  whom  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  w 
the  biU. 
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The  motion  was  negatived;  whereupon,  Die  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  Home  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading*,  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  71,  nays  49. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


TauasoAT,  Dbcsjcbse  23. 
NAVY  YARDS. 

Th«  following  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pearck,  was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

"  Raoioedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  annual  sum  necessary  to  main- 
tain a  navy  yard  for  building  and  equipping  of  ships  with 
despatch,  under  the  present  navy  regulations,  with  the  pro* 
bable  annual  amount  of  deterioration  of  building^,  and  inte- 
rest of  the  money  disbursed  in  the  erection  of  buildings 
necessary  for  a  navy  yard." 

"Mr-  HOFFMAN  (chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee) 
said  he  should  like  to  hear  some  reasons  offered  for  the 
a<loption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PEARCE  replied  that  he  would  gratify  tlie  gentle- 
He  assured  him  that  he  had  not  acted  unadvisedly 


man. 

in  submitting  the  motion;  for  he  had  taken  the  pains  to 
consult  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  offered 
with  his  approbation.  The  subject  had  been  brought  be- 
fore Congress  at  the  last  session;  the  number  of  navy  yards 
was  then  stated  to  be  too  g^eat:  and  it  was  manifest  that  if 
there  were  more  navy  yards  than  was  necessary  for  the 
public  interest,  that  the  expense  to  the  nation  of  support- 
ing them  was  greater  tJian  it  need  be.  He  believed  that 
tlie  expense  of  maintaining  the  several  yards  amounted  to 
S300»000  annually.  The  object  of  the  resolution  was  to 
obtain  such  information  as  would  enable  the  House  to  act  un- 
derstandingly  when  the  matter  should  be  brought  before  it. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  stated  that,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  already  had  the  subject 
before  them;  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  woulil  consent  that  the  resolution  should  lie  on  the 
table  until  he,  Mr.  H.,  could  confer  with  tiie  committee 
He  thought  it  probable  he  should  be  able  to  do  so  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  PEARCE  remarked  that  he  liad  no  great  objection 
to  the  resolution  lying  on  the  table  for  a  day  or  two;,  but 
the  House  would  recollect  that  this  would  be  a  short  scs- 
son,  and  that  the  information  was  wanted  fur  the  action 
of  tUe  House.  Certainly  no  disrespect  was  intended  to- 
wards the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs;  and  he  trusted  that 
the  gentleman  would  agree  to  the  reference  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  said  tliat  the  information  now  sought 
could  be  obtained  through  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. He  thought  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  wholly  un- 
necessary, and  would  conclude  by  moving  that  it  lie  on  the 
Ubie. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  HAYNES  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Haohed^  That«  during  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  now 
pending  before  the  Senate,  this  House  will  meet  daily  at 
the  hour  of  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon;  and  that,  from 
day  to  day,  it  will  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  attend  said  trial  during  the  continuance  there- 
of, and  until  the  conclusion  of  the  same. 

In  support  of  this  motion, 

Mr.  HAYNES  said,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  there 
mi^ht  have  been  on  this  subject  before,  the  proceedings 
of*  yesterday  must  convince  every  gentleman  of  the  expe- 
diency of  the  cotu'se  now  proposed.  Whilst  the  House 
yesterday  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  he  saw  that  among 
the  absentees  were  gentlemen  who  had  voted  against  tlie 


proposition  for  attending  the  court  of  impeachment.  He 
meant  not  to  <charge  any  members  with  impropriety  on 
this  account,  but  mentioned  the  fact  to  show  the  expedi- 
ency and  propriety  of  passing  this  resolution.  It  appear- 
ed to  him,  indeed,  to  be  a  sing^ular  proceeding,  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  that  when  the  only  precedent  in  exist- 
ence was  in  favor  of  the  course  proposed  in  the  resolution 
now  under  consideration,  the  House  should  have  refused 
to  adopt  it.  Could  it  be  ppetended  that  there  was  any  dif- 
ference in  the  magnitude  of  the  present  case  and  the  for- 
mer case  of  impeachment,  which  justified  different  forms 
of  proceeding  m  the  two  cases?  He  presumed  not.  The 
same  personal  liberty,  and  the  same  inalienable  rights,  gua- 
rantied by  the  constitution  of  our  country,  were  involved 
in  this  case  as  in  that  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Chase. 
Without  going  unnecessarily  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
or  consuming  one  moment  of  tlie  time  of  the  House,  Mr. 
H.  hoped  that  his  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  TUCKER  opposed  the  resolution.  He  considered 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  gentlemen  to  continue  in  the  House,  and 
attend  to  tlie  public  business  of  the  nation;  and,  if  any 
member  chose  to  attend  the  trial,  let  him  account  to  his 
constituents  for  his  neglect  of  duty.  He  should  be  very 
sorry  if  the  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and  he  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  how  members  of  this  House  were  to  ac- 
count for  it  to  their  constituents,  if,  in  consequence  of  the 
absence  of  so  many  members  from  the  House  during  the 
ti'ial,  some  legislation  should  be  defeated  which  ought  to 
succeed,  and  some  succeed  which  ought  to  fail.  In  look- 
ing at  this  matter,  Mr.  H.  said  he  viewed  it  as  a  practical 
question.  Every  one  must  know  what  an  interest  would 
be  excited  and  felt  in  this  trial  at  almost  every  moment  of 
it,  and  that  it  would  be  impracticable  fur  this  House  to 
transact  business  whilst  that  court  was  in  session. 

Mr.  TUCKER  repeated  the  question  put  to  him  by  Mr. 
Hatsxs,  and  replied,  that  he  should  hola  himself  guiltless 
if  such  should  be  the  case.  If  blame  should  attach,  it  would 
be  to  those  who  had  not  discharged  their  duties,  by  re- 
maining in  the  House.  If  any  impprtant  measure  should 
be  adopted,  affecting  the  interests  of  the  constituents  of 
members  during  their  absence  from  the  sittings  of  the 
House,  let  those  members  account  for  itastliey  best  could. 
He  should  attend  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty. 

Mr.  PETTIS,  of  Missouri,  rose  to  ask  the  favor  of  the 
House  to  allow  this  question  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 
Whilst  up,  he  said,  he  would  make  one  remark.  The 
gentleman  from  Gieorgpa  complauned  that  a  quorum  could 
not  be  kept  yesterday.  But,  said  Mr.  P.,  when  it  was 
doubted  whether  there  was  a  quorum,  it  was  found,  on 
the  Speaker's  count,  that  there  was  a  quorum.  Experience 
sufficiently  proved  that  a  quorum  could  not  be  got  to  at- 
tend the  court;  for,  on  the  last  attendance  of  the  House, 
tlie  honorable  Speaker  and  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wliolc,  when  they  returned  from  the  court  to 
the  House,  returned  almost  alone,  two  or  tiiree  members 
only  returning  witli  them.  The  root  of  all  difficulty  in 
this  matter  was,  in  fact,  the  indispoaidon  of  members  Co 
do  the  business  of  tlie  House. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call  for  tlie  yeas  and 
nays;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  tlie  adoption  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Hatnks,  it  wtis  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  96,  nays  60. 

89  the  House  determined  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck. 

PAY  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  YANCEY  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures 

be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing 

the  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  Congress  to  six 

dollars  for  ev^ry  day's  service,  and  six  dollars  for  every 
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twenty  miles  going*  to  and  returning  from  the  seat  of  the 
General  Government. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  OI\io,  demanded  the  question  of  conside- 
ration; and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  slated,  that,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  the  bill  •*  to  amend  *  An  act  authorizing  the  State 
of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect  titles  to  certain 
lands  therein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  the  va- 
cant and  unappropriated  lands  within  the  same,'  passed 
18lh  April,  1806,**  was  rejected,  and  that  a  motion  was 
afterwards  made  that  the  House  reconader  the  same; 
which  motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  consi- 
der the  saicV  bill.  ^    > 

The  motion  waa  negatived— yeas  74,  nays  86. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Mr.  BUCHANAN 
rose,  and  said,  that,  as  the  House  had  determined  upon 
attending  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  he 
would  make  a  motion  that  it  now  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  for  the  purpose.  He  did  not  vole  for  the  re- 
solution which  had  been  this  day  adopted,  on  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia;  yet,  as  the  House  had  re- 
solved on  attending  the  trial  in  the  Senate,  he  thought  that 
it  ought  to  be  punctual  in  its  attendance. 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  he  considered  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  notify  the  House  on  each  day, 
when  it  was  ready  to  proceed  in  the  trial. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cambrslsxo  in  the  chair,  mid  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Senate  to  attend  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

Having  returned,  Mr.  Cambrclxno  reported  progress; 
and  thereupon  the  House  adjourned. 


FaiDAT,  Drcember  24. 

Mr.  JOHNS,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks,  moved 
that  the  resolution  yesterday  adopted,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hatt^es,  that  the  Hduse  do,  from  day  to  day,  attend 
the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judee  Peck,  be  reconsi- 
dered; and  on  his  motion  he  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nnys, 
and  ihev  were  ordered  bv  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  said,  that  in  the  first  instance  he  had  oppos- 
ed a  resolution  of  the  kind,  considering  it  unnecessary 
for  the  House  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment. 
The  House,  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  alluded,  rejected 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  -from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  D WIGHT,]  and  on  tliat  day  did  not  attend — 
yesterday  they  did.  The  Senate  had  been  notified  that 
this  House  would  attend  during  the  trial,  and  he  was 
anxious  that  the  House,  though  the  resolution  was  adopted 
aguinst  his  wishes,  yet»  being  adopted,  should  preserve  a 
proper  degree  of  consistency.  He  considered  it  of  no 
importance  that  the  House  should  attend  the  trials  they 
would  adjourn  to  Monday;  and  if,  on  that  day,  a  majority 
should  determine  against  attending,  why,  be  it  so;  but  let 
us  not  be  blown  about  by  every  breeze.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  P.  moved  to  postpone  the  question  of  reconsideration 
to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Johns  making  no  objection,  his  motion  was   post 
poned  by  general  consent. 

After  the  reception  of  a  number  of  resolutions. 

The  House  agiiin  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Cambreleng  in  the  chair,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Senate  chamber,  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peek.  Having 
returned  to  their  hall,  the  committee  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Dkckmrer  27. 
After  disposing  of  u  number  of  petitions  and  resolutions, 


The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  motioninade 
by  Mr.  Johwb,  on  Friday,  that  the  resolution  adopted  on 
the  previous  day,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hatitss,  that  the 
House  do,  from  day  to  day,  attend  the  trial  of  the  im- 
peachment of  Judge  Peck,  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  motion  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  JOHNS  opposed  the  motion,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  agreeing  to  it.  They  were  ordered  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  STERIGERE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr. 
JoHxs  on  the  table— ^nd  on  this  motion  Mr.  McCREERY 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to 
order  them. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Stertoere,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yc%s  96, 
nays  79. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  Mr.  BUCHANAN 
moved  that  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cambrelihg  was  again  called  to  the  chair,  and 
the  committee  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber.  Hsiving 
afterwards  returnevl  to  their  hall,  the  committee  reported 
further  progress;  and  thereupon 

The  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  28. 
THE  TARIFF  DOCTRINE. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  HOWARD : 

Jietohfed,  That  the  following  reports,  made  by  the  Com- 
mittees on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  on  the  subject  of 
protecting  duties  upon  manufactures,  be  printed  fi>r  tlie 
use  of  the  House:  Report  made  10th  Februar}',  1802:  Re- 
port made  18th  February,  1802:  Report  made  8th  March, 
1802:  Report  made  16th  April,  1802:  Report  made  21st 
February,  1803:  Report  made  25th  January,  1804. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  called  upon  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution to  state  the  re  asons  for  it. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  he  was  always  unwilling  to 
introduce  any  matter  into  the  House  that  might  give  rise 
to  debate,  and  he  certainly  would  not  have  offered    the 
resolution  if  he  had  not  supposed  the  object  in  view  to 
be  of  such  a  character  as  to  justify  the  consumption  of  a 
small  portion  of  the  time  of  the  House.     Upon  reading 
the  old  journal,  recently  reprinted,  he  had  found    that 
such  reports  were  made;  and,  being  eunous  to  sec    their 
purport,  he  had  searched  for  a  printed  vokime  containing 
them,  but   had  experienced  such  difficulty,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  resort  to  the  manuscript  records  of  the  House, 
and  in  that  form  he  had  read  the  reports  in  question.      He 
was  desirous  to  give  tl>cm  a  more  attentive  examination 
than   was  possible   in   such  a  cursory  reading,  and   he 
thought  some  of  them,  at  least,  worthy  of  the  perusal  of 
every  member  of  the  House,  as  indicating  the  opinion  of 
the   leading  politicians  of  the  nation  in  the  years  1802, 
1803,  and   1804.     I'his  was  one  g^und  upon  which  he 
had  offered  the  resolution.     But  there  was  another  reason 
of  a  more  general  nature,  that  he  would  state  in  as   few 
words  a^  possible.     The  reports  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tion  advocated  the  policy  of  protecting  manufactures,  and 
were   referred  to   committees  of  the  whole   House,   by 
whom  they  appear  to  have  been  discussed,  until,  in  the 
year  1804,  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  distinguished  gen- 
tleman of  Virginia,  now  absent  on  a  foreign  mission.     In 
one   of  the  reports,  the   existence  of  peace   in  Europe 
(the  brief  peace  of  1802)  was  assigned  as  a  reason  for  the 
adoption  of  the  policy  of  protecting  domestic  manufac- 
tures; and  he  presumed  that  the  return  of  ••  war  freights," 
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as  the  committee  termed  them,  was  the  reason  tliat  the 
subject  wras  not  afterwards  pressed.  This,  however,  was 
nothing  more  tlian  a  conjecture.  But  it  was  certain  that 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  impose  protecting 
duties  was  assumed  as  a  postulate,  inasmucn  as  the  reports 
were  based  entirely  upon  the  exercise  of  that  power.  In 
tlie  present  posture  of  public  affairs,  when  the  existence 
of  such  a  power  was  denied,  and  an  appeal  made  to  the 
gTiat  tribunal  of  public  opinion,  Mr.  11.  considered  it  .to 
be  the  duty  of  the  House  to  bring  out  from  its  past  re- 
cords, and  throw  before,  the  nation,  whatever  could  tend 
ill  the  sligiitest  degree  to  shed  any  light  upon  a  question 
of  such  magnitude.  The  years  1802,  1803,  and  1804, 
were  looked  upon  by  many  of  our  statesmen  as  the 
c'loicest  periods  of  our  civil  history;  and,  although  he 
was  no  believer  in  the  doctrine  that  all  wisdom  was  confin- 
ed to  our  ancestors,  yet,  upon  a  question  of  constitutional 
power,  the  opinions  of  enlightened  politicians  who  fiou\ 
risked  at  a  period  coeval  with,  or  immediately  succeeding, 
the  establishment  of  the  Government,  were  worthy  of 
some  consideration.  Mr.  II.  said,  he  was  desirous  of 
throwing  them  before  the  public,  to  pass  for  whatever 
they  might  be  worth,  and  no  more.  The  existence  and 
purport  of  the  reports  specified  in  the  resolution,  he 
believed,  were  not  generally  known;  at  least  as  far  as  his 
own  limited  inquiries  had  gone,  he  had  not  met  with 
thera;  and  he  had  therefore  been  induced  to  ofFer  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  objected  to  the  resolution,  as  being  in- 
tended to  produce  an  effect  favorable  to  the  exercise  by 
ron.i^ress  of  the  power  of  protecting  manufactures.  There 
had  been  a  faction  from  tlie  beginning  of  this  Govern- 
ment, he  said,  in  favor  of  such  doctrines — ^the  same  faction 
«  hich  wanted  to  establish  a  monarchy  in  this  country — 
and  had  nearly  succeeded,  too.  Did  the  gentleman  mtan 
to  bring  forward  these  reports  to  sustain  these  doctrines? 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  reviving  these  reports  now, 
by  causing  tliem  to  be  printed?  Are  they,  said  he,  to  be 
placed  on  members'  tables,  in  order  to  be  franked 
f.iroughoutthe  United  States,  to  prove  that  Congress  has 
ti»e  constitutional  right  to  tax  my  constituents,  and  the 
people  of  the  South  generally,  for  the  support  of  manu- 
factures? Gentlemen  have  it  already  in  their  power  to 
'cur  to  these  documents,  if  they  desire  to  do  so;  and  if 
^'icy  want  the  aid  of  them  to  make  speeches,  they  can 
have  it  without  having  them  printed.  For  his  part,  Mr- 
^-  said,  obserration  had  convinced  him  that  nothing  like 
argument  on  this  subject  would  have  any  effect  upon  this 
House.  He  repeated  that  he  was  opposed  to  printing 
these  documents,  because  of  its  being  intended  to  operate 
<)n  public  opinion,  and  because  also  of  the  expense  of 
printing  tliem. 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENG  Kud  that  he  differed  so  far  from  his 
friend  from  North  Car(^ir.a,  that  he  would  publish  every 
Miij^  concerning  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  "Congress. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  1^  a  great  reverence  for  antiquity )  and  if 
we  arc  to  have  reports  of  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  he  hoped 
r^ntlemen  would  i^ee  with  him,  and  revive  the  tariff  of 
I'i'Jj  and  1804,  which  was  the  fruit  of  these  reports. 
There  would  then  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in  this 
House  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  power  of  taxation 
exercised  by  Congress.  He  hoped  that,  some  time  here- 
after, the  Government  would  revise  its  acts,  and  restore 
those  principle3  which  the  Government  has  ao  far  de- 
parted from. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
Vork,  that  the  more  the  subject  was  examined,  the  more 
obrious  must  be  the  propriety  of  a  reduction  of  the  tariff. 
His  objection  to  the  motion  was,  that,  by  this  partial  pub- 
lication of  documents,  an  impression  was  intended  to  be 
produced  that,  at  an  earlier  period  of  this  Government, 
'^ere  had  been  a  perfect  aequiesccnce  in  this  power  of 
r^'otecting  manufactures  by  excessive  taxation  of  imports. 
Vol..  Vir— 25 


A  motion  having  been  made  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  then  moved  the  following  amendment, 
wlwch  he  accompanied  by  a  ft  w  remarks: 

*«  Hesoktd,  That,  in  addition  to  the  usual  number,  the 
number  be  so  increased  as  tliat  the  Clerk  of  this  House 
furnish  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States  each  with 
four  copies." 

Mr.  HOWARD  rose,  and  was  about  to  address  the 
House,  when  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
informing  that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a  high  court 
of  inipcaclm»ent:  whereupon, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  th^it  the  House  do  now  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CiMBRELLXo  was  again  called  to  the  chair,  and 
the  committee  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamber.  Having 
afterwards  returned  to  their  hall,  the  committee  reported 
further  progress;  and  thereupon 

The  House  adjourned. 

Weunebuat,  Decembka  29. 

THE  TARIFF  DOCTRINE. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  HowAan,  of  Mary- 
land, for  printing  certain  reports  of  the  Committees  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  in  the  years  1802,  1803, 
and  1804,  with  Mr.  Hamslt's  motion  to  amend  the  reso- 
lut'.on,  so  as  to  cause  to  be  sent  to  the  Legislature  of  each 
State  in  the  Union  four  copies  of  such  reports,  when  printed : 

Mr.  Howard  opposed  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Ramsey,  which,  he  said,  proposed  to  give  more  con- 
sequence to  the  reports  than  tJiey  deserved.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  bring  them  either  before  the  House  or  tlie 
nation  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  tariff  laws,  but  as  the  means  of  assisting  the  formation 
of  a  correct  opinion  upon  the  subject.  When  printed, 
these  reports  would  doubtless  be  reprinted  in  the  public 
journals,  and  would  thus  be  circulated.  They  will  alto- 
gether make  but  a  few  pages;  and  he  was  unwilling  to 
send  such  a  matter  as  that  to  the  I^egislatures  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  not  deeming  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  be 
submitted  to  their  consideration.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had  a  very 
high  idea  of  the  dignity  of  the  I^egislatures  of  the  several 
States,  and  had  more  than  once  regretted  to  see  them 
coming  to  this  House  with  petitions.  But  that  was  a  mat- 
ter into  which  he  would  not  enter  at  present.  He  object- 
ed, further,  to  the  proposed  amendment,~that,  if  adopted, 
it  would  introduce  other  amendments,  and  the  original 
proposition  would  be  in  danger  of  being  crushed  by  the 
weight  of  the  amendments.' 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Raxsxt's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  had  not  changed  bis  opinion  on 
this  subject  since  yesterday.  He  would  only  now  remark, 
that,  in  the  short  period  he  had  been  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  of  another  legislative  body,  be  never  knew  a 
proposition  like  this  to  be  Aade.  That  the  House  has  a 
right  to  print  documents  necessaiy  to  throw  new  light  on 
subjects  before  it,  no  one  would  aenyj  but  it  had  not  the 
right  to  print  old  documents  for  electioneering  purposes, 
and  to  snow  what  our  ancestors  liad  considered  constitu- 
tional. This  controversy  concerning  the  tariff  he  had 
never  viewed  as  one  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
but  between  the  aristocracy  and  the  people;  and  this  is  to 
be  found  in  the  South  as  well  as  the  North.  If  documents 
^ere  to  be  printed  to  assist  one  side  in  this  controversy, 
let  both  sides  have  the  same  chance  before  the  people. 
He  presumed  that  there  were  other  documents  bearing  on 
this  subject  which  might  be  interesting  to  the  people, 
besides  those  specified  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland. 
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Ue  moved  to  amend  the  original  proposition  by  adding 
tlic  following,  which  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  ac- 
cept as  a  part  of  his  motion: 

•*  Also  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  ttie  state  of  the  finances,  made  13th  March,  1828;  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  made  8tli  February,  18S0." 
Mr.  HOWARD  said  tliat  he  was  sorry  that  he  could  not 
assent  to  the  amendment,  and,  in  stating  his  objection  to 
it,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  be  more  explicit  than 
he  was  yesterday.  An  impression  has  gone  abroad,  said 
he,  and  has  been  carefully  cherished  by  a  certain  descrip- 
tion of  politicians  who  are  opposed  to  the  system  of  pro- 
tection of  manufactures,  that  the  party  which  elected  and 
sustained  Mr.  Jefferson  were  opposed  to  that  policy.  This 
question,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  now  before  the  nation,  and  his 
only  object  was  to  throw  such  light  upon  the  question,  as 
would  enable  the  people  to  decide  it  correctly.  The 
amount  of  talent  in  the  nsition  without  these  walls  was 
many  hundred  fold  g^ater'^tlian  that  within  them,  and 
wanted  not  the  aid  of  this  House  to  form  an  opinion. 
Thus,  when  tlie  House  spread  before  the  people  the 
materials  from  which  to  form  a  judgment,  it  had  done  its 
duty.  Tlie  opinion  tliat  the  party  which  sustained  Mr. 
Jeifcrson  was  averse  to  duties  for  the  protection  of  manu- 
factures, had  been  sedulously  instilled  into  the  public 
mind.  That,  opinion^  however,  was  wholly  erroneous. 
The  publication  of  the  reports  in  question,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  the  tariff  law  of  1804,  would  show  that,  from 
the  year  1802  to  tlie  year  1804,  the  party  which  sustained 
Mr.  Jefferson  not  only  sustained  the  constitutionality  of 
such  laws,  but  actually  passed  them.  If  this  was  made 
out  by  this  publication,  it  would  go  to  remove  erroneous 
impresnons,  which,  hke  all  other  erroneous  impressions, 
ought  to  be  removed.  Reviewing  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1804,  Mr.  H.  said  it  was  clear  that,  in  passing  it. 
Congress  had  acted  under  the  power  of  which  the  consti- 
tutionality had  since  been  called  in  question.  All  that  he 
wished  to  show,  by  printing  these  reports,  and  a  reference 
to  the  act  which  was  founded  upon  them,  was,  that  the 
party  which  is  now  supposed  to  have  been  hostile  to  the 
power  of  protecting  manufactures,  actually  did  sustain  that 
power.  What  effect  tliis  fact  would  liave  upon  public 
opinion,  it  was  not  his  province  to  detemune.  It  was  suf- 
ficient for  him  to  believe  that  the  measure  which  he  pro- 
posed would  remove  from  the  public  mind  an  erroneous 
mipression,  and  he  wished,  therefore,  that  it  should  not 
be  encumbered  with  other  matters  foreign  to  this  object. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Spxioht's  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  C  AMBR£L£NG  asked  the  assent  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  to  add  to  his  proposition  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ia  March,  1792 — ^the  first  re- 
port made  by  him  when  money  was  wanted  to  pay  the 
public  debt;  in  wliich  he  refers  to  tliat  fact,  and  states 
that  when  ^e  object  of  payment  of  the  debt  is  accom- 
plislied,  these  taxes  will  be  no  longer  necessary.  The 
time  is  approaching  when  that  question  will  come  up, 
and  this  report  would  be  useful.  He  took  occasion-to  say, 
that  he  concurred  in  the  policy  of  reducing  the  duties  on 
raw  materials,  and  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  pro- 
tect domestic  industry,  by  repealing,  not  increasing,  the 
taxes  on  imports.  That  was  the  policy  of  the  act  of  1804. 
It  has  not  been  the  policy  upon  wnich  Congress  have  since 
acted;  for  they  have  protected  industry  by  heaping  taxes 
on  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  acting  with  particular  oppres- 
non  on  the  agricultural  interest.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
would  not  go  into  that  matter  now.  Mr.  C.  mentioned 
another  report,  which  he  wished  included  in  the  motion. 
These  two  reports,  he  said,  interesting  as  they  were,  he 
had  not  been  able  to  find  in  print,  except  in  the  pages  of 
the  United  States  Gazette.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  would  consent  to  include  these  two  reports 
in  his  motion. 


Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  had  just  stated  to  the  House  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  decline  accepting  the  imend- 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  The  sane 
reasons  operated  upon  him  in  now  declining  to  accept  tbat 
proposed  by  the  ^ntleman  from  New  York.  His  object, 
he  said,  was  a  limited  one,  and  confined  to  a  short  space 
of  time.  As  the  idea  had  gone  abroad  that  the  party  which 
came  into  power  with  Mr.  Jefferson  was  opposed  to  duties 
for  protecting  manufactures,  he  wished  to  show  that  that 
opinion  was  unfounded.  His  motion  affirmed  nothing;  it 
denied  nothing— it  sought  only  for  truth.  The  papersi 
desired  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  notliing  to 
do  with  the  point  of  his  inquiry,  and  he  could  not,  there- 
fore, accept  his  amendment. 

Mr.  IrlAlXARY  said  he  had  been  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  because  ten 
thousand  copies  of  the  latter  report  had  been  printed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  He  declared  himself  in  favor 
of  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  fi'om  New  York.  It  was 
fexu'ed,  by  some  gentlemen,  that  the  resolution  would  be 
overloaded  by  amendments,  if  the  present  one  was  adopt- 
ed. He  had  no  fears  of  this  kind.  He  wished,  for  him- 
self, to  go  back  to  the  early  periods  of  the  Govemmrnt, 
far  and  wide,  so  that  the  wisdom  of  the  sages  then 
in  the  councils  of  the  country  might  be  diffused  amongst 
the  people  of  the  present  day,  and  their  opinions  and 
principles  be  widely  diaseminatcd.  For  his  part,  be 
shoulcl  like  to  know  what  had  been  the  sentiments  of  Ham- 
ilton and  Jefienpon  on  the  subject  now  agitated,  and  vhat 
tlieir  principles  were.  He  had  risen  to  express  his  hope 
that  the  House  would  bestow  a  liberal  indulgence,  and 
that  all  that  was  required  to  be  printed,  by  the  resolution 
and  amendment,  would  be  granted  for  the  public  inform- 
ation. The  principles  of  the  early  legislators  of  the  Go- 
vernment Were  not  to  be  lightly  treated.  Tlie  House  hid 
heretofore  ordered  a  reprint  of  tlie  old  journals;  but, 
asked  Mr.  M.,  who  reads  or  thinks  of  them?  ^ere  ami 
there  they  were  consulted,  to  be  sure,  when  some  inJivi- 
dufld  wished  to  know  how  a  member  or  roembershad  voted 
on  certain  q^uestions;  but,  as  matter  of  history,  they  were 
of  comparatively  little  use.  The  matters  called  for  by  the 
resolution  and  proposed  amendment  would,  on  tlie  cob- 
trary,  be  universally  read  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  order  the 
printing. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said  that  the  object  of  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  it  was  apparent,  was  not  to 
supply  any  defect  of  mformation  in  this  House;  for  the 
gentleman  had  avowed  that  his  purpose  was  political— to 
produce,  by  the  weight  of  the  authority  of  the  House,  an 
effect;  not  to  inform  the  public  mind,  merely,  but  to  pro- 
ducc  a  party  effect.  He  submitted  it  to  the  gentleman 
himself,  whether  such  an  operation  was  any  part  of  the 
proper  duty  of  tliis  House?  He  would  ask  whether  it 
consisted  witli  iU  dignity?  Whether  the  purpose avoffttl 
by  the  mover  was  one  which  the  House  ought  not  to  avoid 
What  right  had  the  House  to  apply  its  contingent  fund, 
as  proposed,  to  mere  party  purposes?  If  our  public  nien 
have  been  inconsistent,  let  them  be  rebuked  tor  it.  But 
is  this  House  the  proper  organ  to  do  it?  . 

[Mr.  A.  here  made  an  allusion  to  the  distant  a^«^"<jf^ 
one  of  the  persons  implicated  in  such  a  charge,  (supP<*^ 
to  be  Mr.  Rahdolph,)  but  Mr.  HOWARD  rose,  and  dis- 
claimed any  such  allusion  or  object.] 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  on  the  face  of  the  resolution,  is 
well  ashy  the  avowal  of  the  mover,  these  papers  were  not 
to  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  House,  but  to  sub- 
serve party  purposes;  which,  he  repeated,  was  no  part  o 
the  proper  duties  of  the  House,  which,  he  hoped,  wouW 
not  lend  its  authority  to  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  WAYNE,  of  Geo.,  commenced  some  remarks  .n 
favor  of  the  amendment;  but  had  uttered  one  or  tvo-wii- 
tcnces  only,  when 
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A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  that  they  were 
sitting^  as  a  court  of  impeachment. 

The  House  then  forthwith  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Maktiit,  of  S.  C.  in  the  chair,) 
and  proceeded  to  the  Senate  chamher  again,  to  attend 
the  trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

Having  afterwards  returned  to  their  hall,,  the  commit- 
tee reported  further  progress;  and  thereupon 

The  House  adjourned. 

TavRSDAT,  Dbcxmbbe  30. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Howard,  ordering  the  printing  of  certain  reports; 
the  amendment  proposed  yesterday  by  sBftr.  Caxbrslsho 
being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  WAYNE  observed  that,  when  the  hour  expired 
Yesterday,  he  Was  about  to  state  the  distinction  between 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from^Maryland  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  There  was  no  such  differ- 
eoce  between  them  as  would  justify  the  House  in  rejecting 
the  one  and  adopting  the  other.  If  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  in  submitting  his  amendment,  was 
to  inform  the  public  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  opinions,  on  a  certain 
mbject,  in  '93,  upon  what  principle  yrXX  the  House  reject 
his  amendment^  and  adopt  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  ^I&ryland,  when  it  calls  for  the  doctrines  promulgat- 
ed by  the  same  in  1803?  and  that,  too,  when  the  avowed 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  not  to  enlighten 
the  public  mind,  but  to  subserve  party  purposes.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  was  to  prove  tliat  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  the  party  that  came  with  him  into  power, 
were  in  far  or  of  the  protective  system.  Mr.  W.  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  resolution,  and  he  would  vote  for  it,  whe- 
ther the  amendment  of  the  g>entleman  from  New  York  was 
idopted  or  not. 

He  would  vote  for  it  because  there  could  be  nothing  tor- 
tured out  of  these  reports  to  prove  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  or 
his  friends,  had,  at  any  time,  conceded  tlie  power  in  ques- 
tion. Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  now  disposed  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  that  question:  but,  when  he  saw  an  attempt 
node  to  impress  the  belief  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  in  favor 
of  certain  doctrines,  he  felt  bound  to  correct,  as  far  as  he 
could,  the  erroneous  impression.  Such  a  proposition  was 
never  distinctly  affirmed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  nor  by  his  Se- 
cretarv  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin.  He  would  ac- 
knowledge that  duties  were  imposed  on  foreign  articles 
during  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration;  but  it  was  equally 
veil  known,  that  the  express  object  of  that  tariff  was,  not 
as  a  bounty  to  domestic  .-nanufactures,  but  to  liquidate  tlie 
national  debt.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  looking  over  Mr.  Gal- 
laliirs  reports,  I  have  found  no  evidence  whatever,  of  the 
slightest  interference  with  this  subject.  In  one  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's messages  to  Congress,  he  alluded  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  such  manufactures  as  would  render  us  inde- 
pendent. A  i^eneral  proposition  was  made  in  Congress  to 
rtfer  this  part  of  the  message  to  a  committee,  in  order  to 
see  what  mi^t  be  necessary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
military  establisliment. 

A  debate  arose  on  this  subject,  in  which  the  strong 
ground  was  taken,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  act  on 
the  subject,  and  that  it  was  strictly  confined  to  revenue 
bills.  Prom  these  circumstances,  Mr.  W.  thought  it  a 
matter  of  inference,  not  to  be  re»sted,  tlmt,  so  far  as  the 
ctiaracter  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration  is  concerned, 
tiiere  is  no  support  to  be  obtained  for  the  protective  sys- 
tem. He  did  not  say  that  all  Mr.  Jefferson's  friends  were 
opposed  to  it.  As  he  said  before,  Mr.  W.  was  indifferent. 
Himself,  whether  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  adopted  or  not.  He  would  vote  botli  for 
it  and  the  resolution. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  wishes  to  call  up  reports 
of  this  House  in  1802,  '3,  and  '4,  to  prove  that  Mr.  Jeffer- 
«>n,  and  the  party  in  power  with  him,  were  in  favor  of  the 


protective  system.  Why  not,  said  Mr.  W.,  suffer  Mr. 
Jefferson's  own  report,  on  the  same  subject,  to  be  given 
to  the  public?  Why  not  permit  him  to  speak  for  himself? 
He  believed  the  reports  were  only  to  be  found  in  the 
Kbrary  of  Congress. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  make,  any 
remarks  on  the  merits  of  the  reports  called  for,  either  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  or  the|;entleman  from  New 
York.  The  House,  he  observed,  had  no  right  to  adopt 
either  the  resolution  or  the  amendment.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  all  would  recollect  a  joint  resolution  passed  last 
session,  prohibiting  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund 
for  any  printing  other  than  that  called  for  by  the  current 
business  of  either  House.  All  other  printing  must  be  paid 
for  out  of  the  treasury,  by  the  ordinary  process  of  an  ap- 
propriation bill.  He  would,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
House,  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  joint  resolution  to  which 
he  alluded.  And,  after  it  liad  been  read,  Mr.  D.  moved 
that  the  resolution  and  amendment  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library;  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  ag^ed  to. 

MU.EAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  CHILTON  submitted  the  following:  resolution: 

Reaoh^  Tluit  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting 
some  uniform  mode  for  computing  the  distance  for  which 
members  of  Congress  shall  be  allowed  compensation  for 
mileage  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government;  and  that 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

In  support  of  tliis  resolution, 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  that  hehad  not  offered  the  resolu- 
tion with  a  view  to  cast  anv  im]»utation  on  honorable  mem- 
bers. Neither  had  he  offered  it  from  electioneering  mo- 
tives, or  with  a  view  to  home  consumption.  That  there 
was  a  rreat  disparity,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  computa- 
tioh  of  the  mileage  of  members,  could  not  be  denied. 
As  an  example,  he  would  state  that,  of  two  gentlemen, 
both  living  in  the  same  section  of  the  Country,  one  had,  by 
a  difference  in  the  computation  of  mileage,  received  a  differ- 
ence in  amount  of  one-half.  In  1825,  the  mileage  of  the  two 
Senators  from  Missouri,  both  residing  in  St.  Louis,  so  varied, 
that  one  received  $1,700  and  a  small  fraction,  while  the 
other  received  $3,300  and  a  lar^e  fraction.  He  had  made 
it  his  business  to  examine  into  the  subject,  and  he  had  dis- 
covered many  inequalities  in  the  pa3rment  of  the  mileage 
of  members,  which,  in  his  opinion,  called  loudly  for  the  in- 
terposition of  the  House,  so  that  an  equality  might  be  es- 
tablished amongst  members.  He  wished  the  resolution  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee;  but,  if  the  House  did  not  con- 
sider it  a  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  take  this 
course,  he  was  satisfied.  If  they  saw  proper  to  take  up 
the  subject,  it  would  consume  but  little  time. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  did  not  think  the  resolution  of 
sufficient  importance  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  suggested  to  the  mover  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CHILTON  only  wanted  some  order  taken  upon  the 
resolution  by  the  House,  and  declared  his  readmess  to 
ag^ee  to  the  proposed  modification. 

Mr.  WrCKLIFFE  said  it  would  be  recollected  that,  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  House  of  Representatives 
had  passed  a  bill  on  this  subject,  which  had  not  been  acted 
upon  hy  the  Senate;  and  he  was  much  astonished-^t 
hearing  of  some  of  the  reasons  wbi«h  were  assigned  In 
that  body  why  the  bill  should  not  pass.  [The  Spkakxv 
said  it  was  not  in  order  to  allude  to  proceedings  in  the  Se- 
nate. Mr.  WicKLim:  Not  to  proceedings  of  the  last 
session?  TheSrsAKsa:  No,  sir.  Mr.  WicKLirrs:  If  we 
have  no  right  to  refer  to  proceedings  of  either  House  at 
former  sessions  of  Congress,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  par- 
liamentary rules  ought  to  be  amended.]  What  he  had 
risen  to  suggest,  however,  was  that  the  Committee  on 
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Public  Expenditures  appeared  to  him  tU.e  most  proper 
committee  to  refer  the  subject  to. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  he  had  no  objection  to  such  a  refer- 
ence of  it. 

Mr.  JENNINGS,  after  a  few  observations,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHILTON  called  for  the  yea?  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  called  for  the  reading  of  the  pre- 
sent law  on  the  subject  of  the  mileage  of  members,  and 
the  law  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  question  was  then  taken  'on  laying  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Mcs<^s.  Anderson,  Barnwell,  Buchanan,  Dud- 
ley, Edward  Everett,  Gurley,  Hammons,  Uaynes,  Hinds, 
Jarvis,  Jennings,  Kennon,  Norton,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Vm- 
ton,  Edward  D.  White,  wnide.—U. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alstop,  Angel,  Archer, 
Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Noycs  Barber,  Barringer, 
Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John 
Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst»  Brown,  Cahoon,  Cambre- 
leng,  Carson,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clark, 
Coke,  Coleman,  Condict,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig, 
Crane,  Ci-awford,  Crockett,  Creigliton,  Crocheron,Crown- 
inshield,  Daniel,  Davenport,  Wai-ren  U.  Davis,  Denny, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Dray- 
ton, Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  George 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  H.  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Ford, 
Forward,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green, 
Grennell,  Hall,  Halsey,  Harvey,  Hawkins,  Hodges,  Hol- 
land, Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  Inger^oll,  T.  Irwin,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Johns,  Kichard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  Perkins 
King,  Adam  King,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis, 
Loyall,  Luihpkin,  Lyon,  Magce,  .MaiT,  Marti ndale,  Mar- 
tin, Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Iklaxwell,  McCoy,  McDuifie, 
Mclntire,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Pat- 
ton,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Pierson,  Polk,  Potter,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Roauc,  Riisscl,  Sanford, 
Scott,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Sheppcrd,  Shields,  Semmes, 
Sill,  Smithj  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stande- 
fer,  Sterigerc,  William  L,  Siorrs,  Strong,  Swann,  Swift, 
Taylor,  Test,  Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tracy, 
Trezvant,  Tucker,  A^ancc,  Vanuim,  Verplanck,  Washing- 
ton, W^ayne,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Wicklifi'c,  Williams, 
Yancey,  Young — 160. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Fbiqat,  Dkcsmber  31. 

After  the  reception  of  a  variety  of  petitions  and  reso- 
lutions, 

Mr.  CROCKETT  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  for  the 
House  to  reconsider  the  Tennessee  land  bill.  The  House 
refused,  by  a  vote  of  69  to  97. 

THE  CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Martiit  in  the  chair,  on  tlie  bill  reported  at 
the  last  session  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe. 

This  bill  is  in  the  following  words: 

[Bt  it  enacted,  6fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby^  Authorized  and  required  to  cause  to 
be  paid  to  James  Monroe,  out  of  any  unappropriated  mo- 
neys in  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $67,980  96.] 

Mr.  MERCER,  in  a  speech  of  something  like  an  hour's 
length,  explained  the  merits  of  this  bill,  and  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  committee  liad  gone  in  reporting  it.  He 
aavocated  the  passage  of  tlie  bill  with  his  usual  eloquence. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  strong  speech 
against  the  bill. 


Mr.  WHn*TLESEY,  of  Ohio,  followed  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  GORDON,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  CAMDRELENG, 
of  New  York,  vindicated  their  constituents  from  rt flec- 
tions upon  them  in  consequence  of  tlicir  interposition  in 
favor  of  this  claim. 

Mr.  COKE,  of  Virginia,  expressing  a  desire  forfurtiicr 
examination  of  tliis  subject,  moved  for  the  rising  of  ilie 
Comnaittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 


Mo!rDAT,  January  3,  1831. 
ASYLUM  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  New  England  Asylum  for  the  Blind.  He 
observed  that  the  subject  of  this  memorial  was  one  of  in- 
terest and  importance;  it  was  a  very  ably  drawn  paper, 
and  coiitained  much  valuable  information.  The  subject 
was  one  new  to  the  House,  and  comparatively  so  to  ihe 
public.  As  there  was  no  statiding  committee  of  the  House 
to  which  it  appropriately  belonged,  he  would  submit  a 
motion,  (whicfi  he  made  with  sincere  reluctance,  knowing 
the  just  aversion  of  the  House  to  the  multiplication  of  se- 
lect committees,)  that  the  reading  of  this  memorial  be  dis- 
pensed with;  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and 
be  printed. 

After  inquiries  from  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  and  Mr. 
HAYNES,  as  to  the  nature  and  objects  of  the  memorial, 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Eveiiktt  prevailed,  and  the  subject 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  seven — 69  votes  to  54. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

lieeolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinish- 
ed Business  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  mca* 
sures  may  be  devised  and  adopted  to  expedite  the  busi- 
ness before  this  House;  and  to  report  thereon  by  resolve 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PEARCE  opposed  the  reference  of  the  resolution 
to  the  committee  proposed;  he  thought  that  the  better  re- 
ference would  be  to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  thought  that  committee  had  the 
superintendence  of  all  the  business  before  the  House,  and 
he  knew  of  none  belter  to  entertain  the  subject  of  his  re- 
solution.  There  were  no  less  tl^an  two  hundred  bill* 
lying  over  from  the  last  session,  and  he  tliought  some 
course  should  be  taken  to  expedite  the  business  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  McCOY  said  that  a  gTcat  number  of  rules  bad  been 
adopted  already,  to  facilitate  the  business  of  the  House, 
as  it  was  said,  and  he  was  rather  disposed  to  rely  on  tbcm 
to  help  us  along,  than  to  make  any  more.  If  the  rtso  u- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  passed,  it  would  change  the  whole 
method  of  doing  business;  this  changing  of  forms  had 
been  tried  too  often,  and  the  more  rules  we  had,  tl^e  worse 
the  House  seemed  to  get  along.  He  therefore  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  tlie  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table  accordingly. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  JOHNS  moved  to  take  up  tlie  motion  oflVred  bv 


the  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  tlie  trial  oi  tlie 

impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 

Mr.  JOHNS  called  for  tlie  yeas  and  imys  on  his  f^*'^^ 

they  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being  taken,  stood 

— yeas  1 17,  nays  48. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  tlie  mo- 
rn of  Mr.  JoH!(s,  in  other  words,  to  reconsider  tl)3t  <'« 


tion 


Mr.  Hav.vks,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  li"* 
question,  also.     They  were  ordered  by  the  House. 
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Mr.  JOHNS  said  he  did  not  think  it  worth  his  while  to 
enter  upon  any  argument  on  the  subject;  he  believed  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  were  already  made  up,  and  he  would 
not  unnecessarily  consume  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HAYNES  would  not  recapitulate  what  he  had  said 
on  »  former  occasion.  He  was  opposed  to  reconsidera- 
tion, Md  trusted  tliat  the  House  would  still  continue  to 
attend  the  trial. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  in  a  few  brief  remarks, 
stated  the  progress  of  the  trial;  that  all  the  witnesses  for 
the  prosecution  had  been  examined;  and  he  presumed 
tlut  two  days  would  be  sufficient  to  examine  those  for  the 
respondent;  when  the  defence  would  be  opened.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  House  continuing  to  attend  the  trial. 

V  v**^^^^®  ^^  "°*  ^^^^  where  the  gentleman  from 
^iiv  York  procured  his  information,  that  two  days  would 
be  sufficient  to  complete  the  testimony  in  the  case.  It 
was  probable  quite  as  much  time  would  be  consumed  in 
the  exammation  of  the  witnesses  for  the  respondent  as  for 
the  prosecution.  Whether  the  time  were  to  be  short  or 
long,  however,  with  him  the  question  arose,  whether  the 
House  intended,  at  the  present  session,  to  do  any  business  > 
t  was  wholly  unnecessary  for  the  House  to  attend;  and 
tsicre  could  be  no  better  evidence  that  such  was  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen,  than  the  fact,  that  there  had  never 
been  present  at  the  trial  more  than  fifty  members— more 
frequently  thirty,  and  even  so  few  as  twenty.  It  had  be- 
ore  been  said,  we  could  not  keep  a  quorum  here  while 

♦  [""[was  going  on;  the  facts  were,  that  a  quorum  could 
not  be  kept  in  the  Senate;  and  why,  asked  Mr.  P.  should 
not  the  House  decline  going?  It  was  wholly  unnecessary, 
and  be  hoped  they  would  determine  to  stay  in  the  Hall. 

Mr.  SPENCER  said  he  felt  sure  that  the  remaining 
part  of  the  trial  would  not  take  up  much  mor^  of  Uie  lime 
0' the  House.  Of  the  witnesses  for  tile  respondent,  three 
Of  them  had  given  depositions,  and  he  felt  cerUin  that 
two  days  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  conclude  the  ex- 
amination of  all  the  evidence. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  said  that  he  was  induced,  from  the  last 
^ote  taken  by  the  House,  to  offer  a  single  argument.  Tliis 
House  had,  in  the  performance  of  their  high  powers,  im- 
peacheda  judge  of  the  United  States;  they  had  attended 
ft»&  trial  until  tiicy  had  heard  all  that  had  been  said  against 
the  accused;  and  now,  when  the  examination  of  witnesses 
^  deft^nc*?  was  about  to  take  place,  gentlemen  were 
r^ady  to  Ray,  wc  have  heard  enough;  we  have  heard  all 
ttiat  can  be  said  to  prove  the  judge  guilty,  we  wish  to  hear 
nothing  in  favor  of  his  innocence.  He  considered  that 
the  House  would  be  doing  injustice  to  itself  not  to  attend, 
j^  court  had  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  and  he  saw  no 
8j^  reason  for  agiUting  the  question  of  attendance  at 
uiis  time.  He  hoped  the  House  would  have  some  regard 
c  u  *^**^'  for  consistency,  if  not  for  justice.  As  he 
otiW  see  no  necessity  for  acting  on  the  resolution  at  this 
ume,  he  would  move  that  it  lie  on  tlie  Uble. 

J  •  ^OHNS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion, 
»nrt  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Being  taken,  they  stood— yeas  55,  nays  111. 

»o  the  House  refused  to  lay  tlie  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  reconsideratiou  of 
t&e  resolution,  and  decided  in  tlie  affirmative. 

Here  the  hour  expired  for  the  consideration  of  resolu- 

tions. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mr.  MERCER  made  an  ineffectual  atttempt  to  get  up 
we  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe;  the  Chair  de- 
cwnng  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order  at  this  time. 

BERNARD  KELLY. 

Tlie  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bernard  Kelly  came 
up  as  the  .special  order  of  the  day. 

[This  bill  provides  the  refunding  to  Bernard  Kelly,  of 
Urorgia,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 


one  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  and  eighty-two 
cents  principal,  two  hundred  and  eighteen  doflars  and 
twenty  cents  interest,  and  forty-three  dollars  and  eighty 
cents  costs,  making  in  the  aggregate  four  hundred  and 
thirty-five  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents,  which  was  reco- 
vered by  the  Postmaster  General  against  the  said  Kelly, 
in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  paid  by  the  said  Kelly  to  the  Post  Office 
Department;  the  principal  having  been  lost  by  the  said 
Kelly,  in  his  office,  which  was  consumed  by  nre  in  the 
year  1805,  while  the  said  Kelly  was  acting  Postmaster  an 
the  town  of  Washington,  in  said  State.] 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said,  if  he  understood  the  principles 
of  the  bill  under  discussion,  it  involved  a  violation  of  re- 
peated decisions  of  the  House.  If  an  officer  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  to  be  discharged  from  all  liability  merely  by 
his  own  statement,  he  would  venture  to  state,  that  it  would 
be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  be  minutely  informed  in  relation  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case;  but  if  a  public  ofiTcer  is  to  be  not 
only  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  the  money  irf  his 
possession,  but  to  be  refunded  the  interest  accruing  tliere- 
on,  he  looked  upon  it  as  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  WAYNE  said,  that  when  a  public  officer,  visited 
by  a  calamity  which  could  neitlier  be  foreseen  nor  pre- 
vented, comes  before  this  House  for  relief,  two  inquiries 
present  themselves:  one  is,  how  hak  the  loss  occurred^ 
The  second  is,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  individual, 
and  whether  he  had  exercised  proper  care  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty?  It  was  clearly  shown  in  tliis  ca.sc, 
that  the  claimant  was  in  possession  of  tlie  money;  that  his 
rh«uacier  as  a  public  officer  was  unimpeachable;  that  at 
the  hour  of  midnight  tlie  fire  took  place  which  consumed 
his  house,  goods,  money,  and  papers.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, he  knew  of'  no  stronger  case  tliat  could  be 
presented  to  the  House.  The  time,  the  place,  the  cir- 
cumstances, were  of  such  a  character  that  no  better  testi- 
mony than  the  claimant's  own  oath  could  be  adduced. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  rose  merely  to 
apologize  for  tlie  apparent  inconsistency  between  tlie 
vote  he  formerly  g^ve  upon  this  biH,  and  that  which  he 
felt  himself  in  duty  bound  to  give  now.  When  this  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  he 
voted  for  it;  buf^ie  should  vote  against  it  at  present. 
When  he  voted  for  this  claim  some  days  ago,  he  knew 
very  little  about  it.  He  sat  on  the  outskirts  of  tlie  hall, 
where  it  was  very  difficult  to  hear  what  was  said;  and  he 
had  taken  many  thingfs  for  granted,  in  its  favor,  which  he 
found,  on  examination,  did  not  exist. 

Strip  this  case,  he  said,  of  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tioner himself;  divest  it  of  his  own  affidavit,  and  tliere 
was  no  testimony  that  could  support  it.  But  there  was 
very  conclusive  evidence  against  it;  a  judicial  decision  of 
his  own  district  court,  and  by  a  jury  of  his  own  fellow- 
citizens,  of  Georgia,  had  been  made  against  the  petitioner 
in  this  case.  The  defalcation  on  which  tliat  judgment 
was  founded,  occurred  twenty-five  years  ago.  And  now, 
at  this  late  day,  this  bill  proposes,  virtually,  to  reverse 
the  judgment  of  that  court,  on  the  allegations  of  the  pe- 
titioner alone,  and  those  allegations  made  under  all  the 
provocations  and  temptations  of  extreme  poverty.  He 
thought  this  would  be  setting  a  bad  example,  and  esta- 
blishing a  dangerous  precedent. 

It  had  been  said  tlie  petitioner  was  an  honest  man — a 
poor,  unfortunate  man,  and  that  this  was  a  case  of  peculiar 
hardship.  This  might  all  be  very  true;  but  such  consi- 
derations as  these  would  not  justify  him,  or  any  otiier 
member  of  the  House,  in  voting  for  a  claim  unauthorized 
by  proper  testimony.  This  House,  said  Mr.  B.,  should 
be  governed  in  its  proceedings  by  certain  principles;  by  a 
fixed  and  impartial  mode  of  legislating  on  the  claims  of 
individuals;  and  their  grand  rule  should  be  never  to  vote 
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against  the  claims  of  even  a  political  enemy,  when  well 
supported,  nor  to  admit  those  uf  their  best  friends  without 
BUtncient  proof. 

But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  not  disposed  to  argue  against 
tlie  bill.  He  was  willing  tliat  every  gentleman  should 
vote  for  it  who  could  reconcile  it  to  his  notions  of  public 
duty  to  do  so;  and  there  were  several  reasons  whv  he 
should  like  to  vote  for  tliis  claim  himself,  if  he  coufd  do 
it  with  propriety'.  It  came  from  a  quarter  where  but  few 
favors  of  any  kmd  were  asked  for,  and  still  fewer  grant- 
ed. The  bill  had  been  reported  by  a  committee  that  he 
highly  esteemed,  and  was  supported  both  by  his  personal 
luid  political  friends.  If,  therefore,  he  thought  it  only 
half  right,  he  would  vote  for  it.  But,  believing,  as  he 
did,  tliat  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  hold  out  encou- 
ragement to  every  delinquent  postmaster  in  tlie  United 
States  to  burn  up  his  office  ana  commit  perjury  and  for- 
gery, and  that  it  would,  in  its  tendency,  overwhelm  the 
treasiuT  with  a  torrent  of  unjust  demands,  be  was  com- 
pelled by  a  sense  of  public  duty  to  vote  agsunst  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  in  reply  to  the  objec- 
tions urged  against  the  bill  by  Messrs.  McDriria  and 
Blair,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  held  in  his  hand  reports 
of  committees  of  tlie  House,  which  presented  forty  or 
fifty  cases  involving  precisely  the  same  principles  as  those 
embraced  in  this  claim,  in  which  relief  had  been  extended. 
He  cited  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the  bill  was  before 
the  House,  the  case  of  J.  D.  Hays,  in  which  the  only  tes- 
timony on  which  his  claim  rested,  was  tlie  solemnity  ol 
his  own  oath,  and  a  certificate  from  three  of  his  neigh- 
bors. He  did  not  advocate  the  principle  of  allowmg,  in 
all  cases,  a  man's  own  oath  as  sufl&cient  testWnoQy^  when 
his  own.  interest  was  involved;  but  when  tho  House  li»*l 
for  years  acted  on  the  principle  involved  in  the  case  under 
consideration,  without  any  evil  results,  he  thought  the 
case  of  the  unfortunate  Bernard  Kelly  should  not  be  se- 
lected as  an  exception. 

He  cited  several  cases  in  which  the  only  testimony  re- 
lied on  to  support  them  was  the  evidence  of  the  party 
claiming  relief.  Bernard  Kelly  has  proved,  by  as  credita- 
ble and  honorable  men  as  are  to  be  found  in  any  country, 
that  he  himself  was  an  honorable  man.  He  comes,  sup- 
ported by  this  testimony,  before  Congress,  and  states,  on 
oath,  that  this  money  was  lost  in  the  manner  represented. 
He  urged  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  claim,  with  great 
earnestness,  and  showed  that  a  long  list  «f  claims  of  a 
similar  nature  had  been  allowed,  though  not  supported  in 
many  instances  with  as  many  strong  points  of  evidence  as 
the  present  claim.  He  regretted  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  who  had  told  the  House  that  evi- 
dence could  be  adduced  from  the  Post  Office  Department 
to  show  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  were  so 
tardy  in  producing  it.  He  had  called  at  the  department 
himself,  and  could  find  no  such  testimony.  He  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were  so 
strong,  the  claimant's  character  for  veracity  so  well  sup- 
ported, and  the  facts  being  stated  upon  oath,  all  tend  to 
make  his  case  so  strong,  that  he  thought  the  House  ought 
to  allow  the  claim. 

Mr.  STERIGRRE  opposed  the  bill.  He  stated  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  claimant  in  drawing  up  his  papers 
before  the  House,  was  one  not  of  candor  and  openness, 
but  of  extreme  caution.  He  observed  that  a  very  import- 
ant fact  was  not  stated,  which  was  the  time  at  which  the 
house  of  the  claimant  was  burned.  This  would  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  deciding  the  case;  because  it  would 
then  be  seen  whether  at  that  time  the  money  stated  to  be 
lost  by  fire,  was  actually  due  the  Post  Office  Department. 
He  said  that  he  had  derived  information  from  the  Postmas- 
ter Genera],  stating  that  half  a  million  of  dollars  would  not 
liquidate  the  claims  against  that  department,  resting  on  the 
same  principle  involved  in  the  case  of  Kelly,  now  before 
the  House. 


Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said,  the  case  of  Fisk,  slludcd  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Thompsoit,]  was  bjr 
no  means  analogous  to  the  one  before  the  House.  Fisk's 
case  rested  not  on  his  own  testimony.  He  was  not  within 
twenty  miles  of  th^  place  at  which  the  robbeiy  wu  com- 
mitted. The  committee  had  not  taken  into  consideration 
either  his  testimony  or  statement  in  the  case.  I^k's  own 
son  was  the  clerk  from  whom  the  monev  was  taken;  and 
the  amount  taken  rested  not  on  his  oatK  alone,  but  wu 
supported  by  the  testimony  of  three  other  witnenes. 
The  marks  of  violence  were  evident  on  the  doors  of  the 
house,  and  the  robbers  were  vigilantly  pursued. 

Mr.  SPENCER  said  that  the  Postmaster  stood  in  the 
light  of  a  tnistee  for  the  Government;  and  the  question 
ought  to  be,  not  one  of  strict  legal  accountability,  but 
should  be  viewed  as  a  case  in  equity;  and  he  showed  from 
the  decisions  in  the  courts  of  chancery  that  this  case  was  one 
which  entitled  the  claimant  to  the  relief  asked  for  in  the 
bill.  The  Postmaster  was  in  fact  a  trustee;  he  was  not 
bound  to  keep  the  public  money  any  more  secure  than  hii 
own  property;  and  if  it  be  satisfactorily  proved  that  his 
own  *  property  was  destroyed  by  fire,  upon  eveiy  princi* 
pie  of  equity,  he  was  exonerated  from  all  the  responsibi- 
lity to  the  Government  incurred  by  the  loss  of  the  money 
in  his  possession. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the  bill, 
and  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Spihckk.]  No  agent  of  Government  should 
be  allowed  to  relieve  himself  from  his  responsibility  to 
Government  by  his  own  oath.  If  our  8,000  poatmasten 
in  the  United  States  were  allowed  to  do  so,  the  prosperity 
of  the  treasury  would  not  soon  be  so  flourishing  as  we 
have  been  told  it  was.  It  is  the  uniform  custom  of  the 
Post  Office  committee  not  to  receive  the  testimony  of  any 
individual  in  support  of  his  own  claim.  lie  thought  the 
principles  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
would  prove  dangerous,  if  sanctioned  by  the  House.  He 
thought  there  was  an  evident  distinction  between  the  re- 
lation of  a  public  ag^nt  and  that  of  a  trustee;  and  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  one  should  not  govern  the  action 
of  the  House  on  the  case  before  them. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  also  opposed  the  principles  laid  down 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York;  and  showed  where  a 
public  officer  who  was  benefited  by  his  trust,  differed 
widely  from  a  trustee. 

Mr.  HAYNES  would  not  stop  to  moot  tlic  point,  whe- 
ther an  officer  of  the  General  Government  should  be 
viewed  as  a  trustee,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges. 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  ih*t 
the  revenue  laws  should  also  be  regularly  enforced;  still, 
when  cases  came  before  the  House  supported  by  such  tes- 
timony, when  an  officer  of  the  Government  had  been 
visited  by  a  calamity  which  he  could  neither  foresee  nor 
prevent,  he  thought  that  such  a  claimant  was  fairly  enti- 
tled to  relief.  He  cited  several  cases  of  a  similar  cliarac- 
ter,  in  which  relief  had  been  extended  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  without  entering  into 
an  investigation  of  the  extent  of  credit  to  be  given  to  a 
man's  oath  in  his  own  case,  or  whether  it  should  be  receiv- 
ed at  all  in  such  a  case,  opposed  the  bUl  because  the  claim- 
ant did  not  state  how  much  was  lost  in  money.  He  b«l 
t<Jd  the  House  that  123  dollars  were  lost,  part  in  money  and 
part  in  vouchers.  From  these  circumstances  aloi.c,  he 
thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  CHILTON  asked  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion 
for  a  moment/  which  being  done,  Mr.  T.  proceeded  to 
show  that  in  the  case  of  Fisk,  alluded  to  before,  and  rom- 
mented  upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  M  h^'"'* 
TissxT,]  the  clerk  there  spoken  of  was  deputy  collcctur. 
lo  support  of  this  position,  he  read  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  showing  that  the  clerk  w»i 
appointed  deputy  collector  in  the  usual  manner;  and  fur* 
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ther,  that  the  collector  was  ordered  to  depomte  the  re- 
ceipts of  his  office  monthly  in  bank,  except  so  much  as 
would  be  necenary  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
office.  He  showed  that  the  collector  apphed  to  Congress 
for  relief,  and  brought  the  deputy  collector  forwanf  as  a 
witness.  In  reply  to  the  objections  urged  against  the 
claim,  that  it  was  not  supported  by  the  production  of  the 
vouchers  and  drafts  from  the  Post  Office  Department, 
which  were  stated  to  have  been  lost,  the  fact  that  the 
house  of  the  claimant  had  been  consumed  by  fire,  and  all 
swept  away,  was  a  sufficient  reply. 

Mr.  PEARCE  called  for  the  previous  question;  which 
being  sustuned, 

Mr.  CliLLTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  question  decided  in  the  negative 
— ycaa  38,  nays  114. 

Mr.  PEARCE  now  demanded  the  previous  question, 
and  the  House  sustained  the  demand. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  *'  Shall  the  bill  pass^" 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  ana  nays 
—yeas  38,  nays  114. 

And  so  the  bill  was  rejected. 

DENMARK  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  following 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

7b  the  House  of  Bepreseniatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Cong^ss  the  copy  of  a  corre- 
spondence which  lately  passed  between  Major  General 
Von  Scholten,  his  Danish  Majesty's  Governor  General  of 
his  Weaft  India  possessions,  and  special  minister  to  tlie 
United  States,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State, 
concerning  the  regulation  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  those  possessions  and  the  United  Statesf  which 
comprehends  the  propositions  that  General  Von  Scholten 
made  to  this  Government,  in  behalf  of  his  sovereign, 
upon  that  subject,  and  the  answers  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  same,  the  last  showing  the  grounds  upon 
which  this  Government  declined  acceding  to  the  over- 
tures of  the  Danish  envoy. 

This  correspondence  is  now  submitted  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  compliance  with  the  wish  and 
reauest  of  General  Von  Scholten  himself,  and  under  the 
full  persuasion,  on  my  part,  that  it  will  receive  all  the 
attention  and  consideration  to  which  the  very  friendly 
relations  that  have  so  long  subsisted  between  the  United 
States  and  the  King  of  Denmark  especially  entitle  it,  in 
the  councils  of  this  Union. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Wasbisotoh,  December  31,  1830. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BRITISH  COLONIAL  TRADE. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  House  of  Bepreseniatives  of  the  United  States.- 

I  communicate  to  Congress  the  papers  relating  to  the 
recent  arrangement  with  Great  Britain,  with  respect  to 
the  trade  between  her  colonial  possessions  and  the  United 
States,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  message  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents,  tliat,  owing  to 
the  omission,  in  the  act  of  the  29th  of  May  last,  of  a  clause 
expressly  restricting  importations  into  the  British  colonies 
in  American  vessels  to  the  productions  of  the  United 
States;  to  tl\e  amendment  engraHed  upon  that  act  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  that,  when  tlie  West 
India  colonies  should  be  opened,  uie  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  witli  all  other  parts  of  the 
British  dominions  or  possessions  should  be  left  on  a  foot- 


ing not  leas  favorable  than  it  now  is;  and  to  the  act  not 
specifying  the  terms  upon  which  British  vessels  coming 
from  the  Northern  colonies  should  be  admitted  to  entry 
into  the  porta  of  the  United  States;  an  apprehension  was 
entertained  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  that,  un- 
der the  contemplated  arrangement,  claims  might  be  set 
up  on  our  part,  inconsistent  with  the  proportions  submit- 
ted by  our  minister,  and  with  the  terms  to  which  she  was 
willing  to  agi'ee;  and  that  this  circumstance  led  to  expla- 
nations between  Mr.  McLane  and  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
respecting  the  intention  of  Congress,  and  the  true  con- 
struction to  be  given  to  the  act  referred  to. 

To  the  interpretation  given  by  them  to  that  act,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  agree.  It  was  quite  clear  that,  in  adopting 
the  amendment  referred  to.  Congress  could  not  have 
intended  to  preclude  future  alterations  in  the  existing 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  other  parts  of 
the  British  dominions;  and  the  supposition  that  the  omis- 
sion to  restrict,  in  terms,  the  importations  to  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country  to  which  the  vessels  belong,  was 
intentional,  was  precluded  by  the  propositions  previously 
made  by  this  Government  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and 
which  were  -before  Congress  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
the  act;  by  the  principles  which  govern  the  maritime 
legislation  of  the  two  countries,  and  by  the  provisions  of 
the  existing  commercial  treaty  between  them. 

Actuated  by  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  convinced 
that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  real  intentions  of  Con- 
gress, I  fch  it  my  duty  to  give  effect  to  the  arrangement, 
by  issuing  the  required  proclamation,  of  which  a  copy  is 
likewise  herewith  communicated. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WAsuiKaToiT,  January  3,  1830. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  togetlier  with  tlie  accom- 
panying documents,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  6,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TuKiDAT,  January  4. 
THE  FIFTH  CENSUS. 

Mr.  STORRS,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  President's  message  relative  to  tlie  fiftli  census, 
reported  the  following  bill; 

'*Be  itenacfcd,  &c.  Tliat  it  sliall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
such  of  the  assistants  to  tlie  marsliuls  in  the  respective 
States  and  Territories,  who  have  not,  before  the  passage 
of  this  act,  made  their  respective  returns  to  such  marshals, 
under  the  act  hereby  amended,  to  complete  their  enume- 
rations and  make  their  returns  under  the  said  act,  :«t  any 
time  before  the  1st  day  of  June,  1831:  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  release  such 
assistants  from  the  penalties  contained  in  tlie  act  aforesaid, 
unless  their  returns  shall  be  made  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed in  this  act." 

Mr.  STORRS  moved  that  the  bill  he  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  observing  that  there  were  but 
three  cases  of  failure  to  make  (he  returns  within  the  re- 
quisite time  for  which  the  bill  was  intended  to  provide; 
namely,  from  one  county  in  Tennessee,  one  county  in  In- 
diana, and  two  of  the  wards  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  know  whether  the 
passage  of  the  bUl  was  intended  to  interfere  with  the 
apportionment,  lit  the  present  session,  of  the  ratio  of 
representation  under  the  new  census;  because,  as  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee  sits  but  once  in  two  years,  a  post- 
ponement of  the  apportionment  would  prove  inconvenient 
to  that  State,  and  ne  found  that  the  time  of  completing  the 
census,  and  making  returns,  was  extended  to  June  next. 

Mr.  STORRS  explained.  The  instructions  from  the 
Department  of  State  to  the  marslials  were  limited  to  tlie 
1st  of  December  for  making:  their  returns  of  the  enume- 
ration.    The  instruction  was  such  a  one  as  no  clerk  in  the 
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department  ought  to  have  taken  upon  himself  to  issue; 
because,  although  the  law  itself  made  tliat  limitation  the 
instruction  from  the  department,  the  deputy  marshals 
would  probably  not  have  discontinued  the  enumeration, 
as  appears  to  have  been  the  case,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered thut  it  could  not  be  completed  ,within  the  precise 
time  fixed  by  the  act.  Having  been  informed  by  the 
clerk  in  the  department  having  charge  of  the  business, 
that  no  return  would  be  received  after  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, the  deputy  marshals  had  ceased  the  enumeration  at 
tliAt  time;  so  that  the  Secretary  of  State  must  now  have 
time  to  communicate  with  those  marshals  before  they  will 
resume  the  enumeration.  In  reg^ard  to  the  apportion- 
ment of  representation  under  the  new  census,  tliis  bill 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  or  delay  that  object  at  all. 
In  1820,  the  returns  were  not  entirely  complete,  yet  the 
apportionment  was  fixed,  so  far  as  the  returns  were  re- 
ceived; and  afterwards,  when  the  additional  returns  from 
Alabama  came  in,  a  supplemental  law  gave  that  State  the 
benefit  of  it.  Mr.  S.  said  he  should,  in  a  very  few  days, 
move  to  take  up  the  apportionment  bill,  which  should  be 
passed  at  an  early  day,  or  the  delay  might  produce  to 
some  of  the  States  the  inconvenience  of  an  extra  session  of 
their  Legislature,  to  arrange  their  representation  under 
the  new  apportionment. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bUl  the 
following  words:  "unless  their  returns  shall  be  made 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  this  act;'*  but  the  amend- 
ment was  opposed  by  Mr.  STORRS,  and  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAILEY,  the  following  sudditional 
proviso  was  added  to  the  bill: 

"And  provided  further.  That  no  person  be  included  in  the 
returns  made  under  the  present  act,  unless  such  persons 
shall  have  been  inhabitants  of  the  districts  for  which  such 
returns  shall  be  made  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty." 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Hatxks  on  the  23d  ultimo,  relative  to 
attending  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 

Mr.  AVILLl.\MS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  its  adoption,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House. 

Tile  question  was  then  put  on  the  adaption  of  the  reso- 
lution, and  was  decided  in  the  negative — ye^s  69,  nays  118. 

Mr.  JOHNS  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved^  'I'hat  a  message  be  sent  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  informing  the  Senate  that  tlie  House  of  Represen- 
tatives decline  further'attendancc  during  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  to  add  to  the  resolution  the 
words,   *'  until  further  notice;"  which 

Mr.  JOHNS  accepted  as  a  modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  he  w-as  opposed  to  the 
piirascology  of  the  resolution,  tliough  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  supply,  at  the  present  moment,  what  he  should 
coiisider  to  be  proper.  Sometliing  like  tliis,  he  tliought, 
would  be  correct:  That  notice  be  sent  to  the  Senate  that 
the  House  had  rescinded  the  resolution  formerly  adopted 
by  it,  by  which  it  had  agreed  to  attend  the  trial  of  the 
impeachment  of  Judge  i'eck.  To  send  such  a  resolution 
as  that  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  would 
be  to  tic  up  their  bands.  Though  all  along  opposed  to 
tlic  House  .attending  tlie  trial,  yet  he  thought  the  .resolu- 
tion oflTered  an  improper  one.  After  a  few  further  re- 
marks, Mr.  B.  said  that  no  gentleman  would  hereafler 
ofl'er  a  resolution  to  attend  the  trial,  unless  sOtnething  of 
interest  was  likely  to  t:ike  place.  He  hoped  that  the 
resolution  would  be  amended  something-  in  the  manner 
he  had  suggested. 


Mr.  DRAYTON  said  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
were  at  variance  with  the  object  he  appeared  to  have  in 
view.  If  the  course  suggested  by  that  gentleman  should 
be  adopted,  the  Senate  would  be  led  to  believe  the 
House  did  not  again  intend  to  be  present  during  tlie  trial. 
If  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware, as  amended,  should  pass,  then  it  would  be  in  tlie 
power  of  tlie  House  at  any  time  to  attend,  and  tlie  Senate 
would  consider  that  it  had  not  abandoned  the  trial.  He 
expressed  his  preference  for  tliat  resolution-  He  had 
been  in  favor  of  the  resolution  first  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Hoffman,]  proposing  that 
the  House  should  attend  at  the  opening  and  closing-  of 
the  trial;  he  now  lipped  tliat  the  resolution  on  tlie  table 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  HAYNES  would  say  nothing  of  the  departure 
from  precedent,  nor  of  the  manifest  inconastency  of  the 
House.  He  hoped  it  would  hereafter  act  witli  more  con- 
sistency, and  he  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware to  stj'ike  out  the  words  "until  further  notice." 

Mr.  Johns  not  consenting,  Mr.  H.  made  tliat  motion. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  briefly  addressed  the 
Chair.  He  considered  that  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
would  be  an  indirect  way  of  abandoning  the  impeachment. 
The  House,  by  its  vote  of  to-day,  had  determined  that 
it  would  not  attend  the  trial;  but  he  wished  the  Senate 
to  be  notified  of  the  intentions  of  the  House  by  a  proper 
message.  He  should  vote  against  the  amendment,  with 
a  view  of  submitting  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
the  resolution afler  the  word  "Resolved," and  insert  an 
amendment. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the  words 
"until  furtlier  notice,"  and  determined  in  the  nes^tive. 

Mr.  STORRS  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  alter  the 
word  **  Resolved,"  and  to  insert — 

That  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the  impeach 
ment  of  James.  H.  Peck  be  instructed  to  attend  the 
trial  of  the  said  impeachment,  at  such  times  as  the  Senate 
shall  appoint  for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  attendance 
of  the  House  be  dispensed  with  until  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  House;  and  that  the  Clerk  communicate  this  reso- 
lution to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNS  had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  amend- 
ment. His  sole  object  was  to  give  notice  to  the  Senate 
of  the  course  which  the  House  had  taken.  He  accepted 
it  as.  a  modification. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  asked  if  there  was  not  ab-eady  a  sepa- 
rate resolution,  passed  by  tlie  House,  instructing  the  ma- 
nagers, to  the  same  eflect  as  the  above. 

The  SPEAKER  anwered  in  the  negative. 

The  qjuestion  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  afHrmative,  without 
a  count. 

RAILROAD    FROM    BALTIMORE    TO   WASHING- 
TON. 

.  The  bill  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  lateral  brancU 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  to  tlie  city  of  Wasli- 
ington,  came  up  for  consideration;  when 

Mr.  SEMMES  submitted  the  following  amendment: 

8f.c,  1.  Jind  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  road  shall  be- 
located  over  such  ground,  and  have  such  course  and 
direction,  as  engineers,  authorized  and  appointed  by  the 
Government,  shall  determine  and  advise. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  company  shall 
not  make  any  higher  charges  for  tolls  on  transportatior^ 
on  any  part  of  the  road  to  be  constructed  between  Balti- 
more and  the  District  of  Columbia,  than  are  allowed  by 
law  for  tolls  and  transportation  from  west  to  east,  on  tho 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  except  as  autliorized  by  the 
second  section  of  tliis  act. 

Sr.c.  S.  And  be  it  enacted,  lliat  unless  the  nid  road  be  - 
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tveen  Baltimore  and  the  District  of  Columbim  is  commenc- 
ed within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  finished 
within  three  years  thereafter,  this  act,  and  all  the  privi- 
leges which  it  confers  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  shall  cease,  and  be  entirely  void  and  of  no  effect. 

Mr.  SEBIME3  said,  it  became  his  duty,  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  Har^'Iand,  which  has  so  d^p  an  inte- 
rest in  the  proposed  measure,  to  make  a  few  brief  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  amendment  he  had  offered.  Not 
anticipaUn^  that  this  bill  would  be  called  up  today,  said  he, 
I  rcCTCt  t&t  I  have  not  had  time  for  reflection,  which 
would  enable  me  to  do  that  justice  to  the  subject  which 
its  great  importance  demands. 

ThiA  is  a  e^reat  national  work,  on6  which  is  to  affect  the 
interest  of  the  whole  United  States,  and  therefore  de- 
mands our  roost  serious  consideration;  and  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  Congress,  whilst  it  has  the  power,  to  bestow  that 
attention  which  will  enable  us  to  protect  and  promote  the 
interests  of  the  whole  country. 

The  construction  t>f  works  of  this  character  may,  in 
common  cases,  be  safely  confided  to  the  discretion  of  the 
corporation  which  has  char^  of  the  undertaking,  be- 
cause their  private  and  individual  interest  is,  generally 
■peaking,  the  surest  guaranty  of  their  fidelitv;  but  the 
case  now  under  consideration  forms  an  exception  to  this 
^Deral  rule.  The  work  in  question  is  of  g^at  national 
importance,  and  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  profita- 
ble inTestmcnts  of  money  that  can  be  made  any  where 
in  this  country;  whilst  many  rich  and  powerful  persons, 
with  great  resources  and  influence,  and  having  opposite 
and  conflicting  interests,  are  engaged  in  it,  and  have  the 
control  of  the  corporation  which  ia  to  construct  it:  for 
these  gentlemen,  pcrsonally-and  individually,  1  have  great 
respect,  and  would  as  soon  confide  in  their  integrity  and 
disinterestedness,  as  in  those  of  any  other  company  in 
existence;  bat,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  Congress,  as  the  gfuardians  of  the  public 
welfare,  to  give  such  a  direction  to  the  proposed  improve- 
ment as  will  effectually  promote  the  public  interest. 

The  amendment  I  ha^  offered,  embraces  three  dis- 
tinct propositions.  The  first  is,  that  the  road  shall  be 
made  in  such  manner  and  over  such  ground,  and  in  such 
course  or  direction,  as  ei^gineers  appointed  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  shall  advise  and  deter- 
°iine.  To  this  proposition,  I  presume  there  can  be  no 
objection:  because  the  United  States'  engineers  have  been 
Wgely  employed  in  locating  the  main  track  of  the  Qalti- 
more  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  may  safely  be  trusted  with 
the  location  of  this  lateral  branch,  whilst  the  peculiar 
circuouitances  of  the  case  under  consideration  render 
^ch  a  provision  indispensably  necessary.  The  tribunal 
vbich  is  to  decide  on  the  location  of  this  great  and  im- 
portant national  road,  ought  to  be  placed  above  the  reach 
^  even  above  the  suspicion,  of  local  feeling  and  private 
interests,  more  especially  since  there  are  so  many  con- 
Bicting  and  opposing  interests  engaged  in  the  undertaking. 
Take,  for  example,  the  Baltimore  end  of  the  proposed 
'^i  three  different  routes  are  spoken  of,  and  all  have 
poverfal  support  from  the  individuals  whose  local  and 
private  interests  are  to  be  affected  by  it. 

The  first  of  these  routes,  the  one  which  is  supposed 
to  be  the  most  direct,  will  cross  the  Patapsco  nver  at 
Elkridge  landing,  at  or  near  Smith's  bridge;  the  second 
»iU  cross  the  river  at  the  Patterson  viaduct,  and  the  third 
»'dl  pass  by  Ellicott's  mills.  Which  of  these  routes  ought 
to  be  preferred,  I  am  unable  to  say,  there  is  a  strong  party 
»n  favor  of  each  one,  and,  no  matter  which  is  selected, 
there  will  be  much  dissatisfiiction  and  complaint,  unless 
the  selection  be  made  by  some  independent  and  impartial 
tribunal  in  whom  all  have  confidence.  Such,  I  suppose, 
ve  may  consider  a  board  of  engineers  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  U nited  States.  This  appears  to  be  almost 
the  only  security  we  have  that  the  location  will  be  made 
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with  a  view  to  the  public  g^ood,  and  the  public  g^ood  only. 
Agsdn,  let  us  look  at  the  Bistrict  end  of  this  road,  and 
here  we  find  the  same  kind  of  difficulties  and  embarrass- 
ments. Whether  the  road  will  enter  Georgetown  or 
Washington,  or  at  what  point  of  eKh<6r  city  it  will  enter, 
is  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  There  are  several 
practicable  routes,  all  of  which  nave  their  advocates; 
and  at  present  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  road  will  diverge 
to  the  west,  and  pass  through  Anne  Arundc]  and  Montgo- 
mery to  Georgetown,  or  whether  the  facihties  for  con- 
structiop  are  such  as  to  permit  it  to  proceed  in  nearly  a 
direct  line  to  this  city,  where,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it 
ought  to  come,  if  practicable;  but  of  one  thing  we  are 
certain,  that  each  interest  will  endeavor  to  have  that  route 
selected,  which  will  best  promote  its  own  particular  views. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  nature  of  man,  and  we  may  talk  as  much 
a^  we  pleastt  about  patriotism  and  disinterestedness,  but 
self-interest  is  the  great  moving  principle  which  governs ' 
mankind,  and  most  of  us  will  obey  its  impulses. 

I  confess  that  I  do  not  even  pretend  tb  rise  above  this 
feeling,  but,  like  other  men,  am  anxious  to  promote  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  best  interests  of  those  who  sent  me 
here.  I  believe  that,  on  examination  by  competent  per- 
sons, the  most  advantageous  route  will  be  found  to  pass 
through  the  very  heart  of  my  district,  and  will  advance 
the  local  interests  of  my  constituents;  believing  this,  as 
well  as .  for  general  reasons  of  a  public  nature,  I  am  anx- 
ious that  an  impartial  and  independent  tribunal,  which 
has  no  local  interests  or  local  feelings  to  gratify,  shall  de- 
signate the  routes  and  if  I  am  disappointed,  I  will  most 
cheerfully  submit,  and  I  risk  nothing*  in  makinv  tiie  same 
pledge  for  those  I  represent.  The  House  wiU  perceive 
by  the  bill,  that  this  road  is  also  intended  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  United  States'  mail;  this  increases  the  inte- 
rest of  the  Government  in  the  undertaking,  and  is  a  strong 
argimient  in  favor  of  the  amendment  I  have  offered,  be- 
cause, if  it  be  intended  for  a  mail  route,  the  saving  of  a 
few  miles  is  of  immense  importance. 

The  second  proposition  is,  that  there  shall  be  no  higher 
charges  for  tolls  or  transportation  than  are  allowed  by  law 
to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  for  tolls 
or  transportsftion  from  west  to  east.  This  requires  some 
explanation.  By  the  charter  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company,  different  rates  of  loll  are  allowed. 
From  west  to  east,  they  are  limited  to  one  cent  a  ton  per 
mile  for  toll,  and  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  transporta- 
tion, while,  from  east  to  west,  they  have  the  power  to 
charge  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for  toll,  and  the  same  for 
transportation — making  an  average  difference  of  fifty  per 
cent.  This  was  right  and  proper  in  the  original  charter. 
The  work  is  the  most  splendid  and  important  of  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  of  which  we  have  any  account,  requiring 
great  resources  and  much  risk,  and,  afler  all,  could  only  be 
regarded  at  the  tinie  da  an  experiment  of  doubtful  charac- 
ter. Under  these  discouraging  circumstances,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  grant  a  strong  and  hberal  charter,  holding  forth 
g^at  inducements  to  men  of  capital  and  science  to  em- 
bark in  the  enterprise;  whilst  the  great  difficulties  to  be 
encountered  in  making  the  road  from  Baltimore  to  the 
Ohio,  and  the  large  expenditure  necessary  to  procure  the 
en^nes,  vehiclei^  and  other  fijtturea^  to  transport  heavy 
articles  up  a  continued  ascent  over  the  mountains,  induced 
the  Legislatuf>e  of  Maryland  to  grant  this  additional  fif\y 
per  cent,  as  a  fair  remuneration  for  the  additional  trouble 
and  expense.  But  similar  reasons  do  not  now  exist.  The 
proposed  road  will  pass  through  comparatively  a  level 
country.  The  expenses  of  construction  will  be  moderate, 
a:td  the  necessary  vehicles  and  propelling  power  can  be 
easily  and  cheaply  obtained;  therefore,  the  lowest  rate  of 
tolls  and  transportation  allowed  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  will  be  an  ample  remuneration  for  tlte 
money  and  labor  expended,  and  will  render  this  the  most 
valuable  investment  now  to  be  made  in  Uie  United  States. 
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The  travelling  on  this  route  is  already  immense;  and  when 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  is  completed,  and  this 
District  iiUed  with  a  population  probably  greater  than 
that  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  travel  and  transporta- 
tion will  so  greatly  increase,  that  1  know  of  no  improve- 
ment  of  the  kind,  that  is  likely  to  prove  so  valuable  to  the 
proprietors. 

The  third  proposition  which  I  have  submitted,  directs 
the  time  when  the  road  shall  commence  and  be  completed; 
and  provides,  that  all  the  rights  and  privileges  conferred 
by  this  bill  shall  be  forfeited  by  non-compliance.  It  may 
appear  rather  invidious  to  place  the  company  under  this 
restriction,  and  I  would  not  do  so,  if  I  did  not  believe 
that  such  a  course  is  strictly  correct,  and  not  only  correct, 
but  due  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

This  contemplated  road  is  a  great  public  highway,  of 
importance  to  the  whole  country,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
structed as  soon  as  possible  for  the  public  convenience; 
at  the  same  time,  it  holds  forth  g^eat  advantages  to  the 
proprietors.  It  is  right  and  proper  tliat  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  should  have  the  power  to 
construct  it  if  they  please.  They  are  tlie  pioneers  in  this 
valuable  species  of  internal  improvement,  which  is  likely 
to  produce  an  entire  change  in  our  internal  commerce, 
and  even  to  change  tlie  face  of  the  interior  of  the  whole 
country.  Their  public  spirit  and  enterprise  have  seldom 
if  ever  been  equiuled,  and  never  surpassed;  and  they  have 
embarked  their  private  fortunes  to  a  very  large  amount, 
in  what  at  the  time  was  considered  but  at  best  a  doubt- 
ful experiment;  and  they  have  zealously  and  ably  pushed 
forward  this  great  v/ork,  till  success  is  no  longer  dotibt- 
ful:  but  although  it  will  prove  a  blessing  to  the  country  at 
larg^,  such  have  been  the  almost  insurmountable  difficul- 
ties they  h^ve  had  to  contend  with,  and  so  great  the  ex- 
penditure of  money,  which  is  usually  the  case  with  a  first 
undertaking,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  prove  pro- 
fitable to  the  stockholders.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  when  we 
are  now  about  to  construct  an  addition  to  this  great  work, 
we  ought,  as  liberal  and  generous  representatives  of 
the  nation,  to  confer  the  power  on  tlie  same  company, 
who  have  acted  as  pioneers  in  the  great  undertaking,  in 
order  that  the  certain  profits  which  will  arise  from  the  one 
work,  may  remunerate  any  losses  which  t)\ev  may  suffer 
by  the  other,  whicli,  whether  it  prove  profitable  or  un- 
prdfitable  to  the  stockholders,  will  certaMily,  -when  com- 

Eleted,  and  I  consider  that  now  certain,  prove  a  national 
Icssing.  But  still  this  amendment  is  necessary.  Some 
unforeseen  occuiTence  may  prevent  the  qonstruotion  of  this 
road  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Raih'oad.Company ;  if  such 
should  unfortunateljM)rove  to  be  the  case,  w«  ought  to  re- 
serve the  power,  and,  after  a  reasonable  time,  confer  the 
same  privileges  on  some  other  company,  that  will  speed'ly 
construct  the  work;  and  there  is  no  danger,  even  if  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  create  a  new  cor- 
poration for  the  purpose,  but  that  the  whole  subscription 
can,  at  any  time,  be  obtained  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in 
twenty-four  hours.  Money  is  cheap  and  plenty — ^it  is  diiH- 
cult  to  find  profitable  investments,  and  this  scheme,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  promises  to  be  very  profitable,  and 
will  be  eagerly  sought  after. 

ASSAY  OF  GOLD. 

Mr.  CARSON  offered  a  resolution  providing  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing an  asiiay  office  in  the  gold  regions  of  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  FOSTER  suggested  tliat  Georgia  also  should  be 
added  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  say 
"the  fffjid  regions  in  the  Soutli." 

Mr.  HAYNES  thought  that  rather  too  extensive  a  range. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina.  We  can  fiiul  a  little 
gold  in  our  Stale.    Suppose  we  add  South  Carolina,  too. 


The  resolution  wa«  finally  adopted,  with  the  terms, 
"  gold  regions  of  the  South;"  and  the  number  of  the 
committee  directed  to  be  five. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  having  been  announced, 
Mr.  VERPLANCK  moved  that  they  be  postponed,  with 
a  view  of  eoinginto  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  to  take  up  certain  appropriation  bills,  which 
it  was  of  importance  to  pass. 

QUESTION  OF  ORDER. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went*lnlo 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Polk  in  the  chair,  and 
took  up  the  bill  "making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  certain  In^an  treaties." 

No  amendment  being  offered  to  the  bill,  it  was  laid'aaide, 
and  the  committee  thcui  took  up  the  bill  for  cloang  cer- 
tain accounts,  and  *'  making  appropriations  for  arrearages 
in  the  Indian  Department." 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  stated  the  object  of  the  bill;  and 
no  anftendment  being  offered,  the  committee  was  about  to 
rise;  when 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  construction  of  three  schooners  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Chairman  decided  that  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  said  that  when  the  House  was  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  any  bill 
might  be  called  up  which  had  been  referred  to  it,  and  he 
thought  his  motion  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  rose,  and  sustained  the  Chair  in  its  de- 
cision. The  special  orders  of  the  day  had  been  postponed 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Committee  of  the  Wholc» 
to  take  up  certain  bills.  They  had  been  acted  on,  and 
the  committee  should  now  rise. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  stated  distinctly  the  motion  he  had 
submitted;  and  the  Clerk  read  the  entry  he  had  made  on 
his  book. 

Mr.  HAYNES  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair» 
and  addressed  the  committee  at  some  length  in  support  of 
his  appeal,  and  what  he  conside%;d  the  proper  course. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  withdrew  his  motion;  but 

Mr.  HAYNES  insisted  on  his  appeal  from  the  dcciaion 
of  die  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  as  the  motion  had  been  \kith- 
drawn  which  gave  rise  to  the  appeal,  the  appeal  fell  of 
course. 

The  committee  tlien  rose,  and  reported  the  two  bills, 
and  they  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 


ILLINOIS  CANAL. 

The  bill  "  authorizing  a  cliange  in  the  disposal  of  land 
granted  for  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal"  was  next 
taken  up. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  in  tlie 
case  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McCOY  said,  tluit  when  the  land  on  each  side  of  tbe 
proposed  canal  was  granted,  some  years  ago,  it  was  atnted 
to  be  very  valuable;  now,  it  was  discovered  not  to  be  sq 
good  as  was  expected.  The  land  certainly  was  not  worth 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  yet  it  <«  su 
proposed  by  the  hill  to  take  it  back,  and  give  scrip  for  it, 
which  would  purchase  good  land.  He  wasunwilhug  X\\u\ 
the  House  should  pass  the  bill,  and  thus  sanction  a  measure 
which  he  [Mr.  McC]  could  not  approve. 
,  Mr.  lUV'lN,  of  Ohio,  (in  the  absence  of  the  chairnuui 
of  tlie  cummittcc,)  stated  the  object  of  the  bill.  He  &&jd| 
Uiat,  about  the  year  1822,  a  survey  was  made  by  order  o! 
the  State  of  llhnois,  of  the  country  lying  between  Chicago, 
on  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  tlie  lusicT  o; 
steamboat  navigation  on  the  Illinois  river,  and  that  tL( 
countiy  between  tliose  places  wasfouud  to  be  weU adapter 
for  canalling — ^the .  distance  from  ninety  to  one  hundrx.) 
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miles;  and  tiie  cost  of  construction  about  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  <  In  the  year  1822,  and  previoua  to  the 
wrvej  made  by  Illinois,  Congress,  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  work,  passed  an  act  giving  authority  to 
that  State  to  construct  the  canal  through  the  public  bnds, 
and  reserved  from  sale  ninety  feet  of  knd  on  each  side  of 
the  canal  for  the  use  of  the  State.  In  the  year  1827,  an- 
other act  was  passed  by  Congress,  giving  to  the  State  of 
Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  State  in  opening  the 
canal,  a  quantity  of  lai^  equal  to  one-half  of  five  sections 
in  width  on  each  aid^  of  tlie  canal. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  considering  the  inunense  advantages  that 
must  result  to  tlie  United  States  by  the  completion  of  the 
proposed  improvement,  reported  the  bill  now  under  con- 
wdcration.  It  proposed  the  issuing  of  scrip,  upon  a  sur- 
render  of  the  lana  which  had  previoualy  been  granted  to 
the  SUte  of  lUinqis;  but  to  guard  against  the  improper  uae  l 
of  tliat  scrip,  but  fifty  thousand  dollars  could  be  issued  at 
any  one  time;  and  it  was  made  tlie  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  tlic  United  States,  before  he  issued  a  fur- 
ther quantity  of  scrip,  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  previous 
r»nt  kad  been  exclusively  expended  in  the  construction 
of  the  canal.  The  bill,  in  fact,  proposed  an  exchange  of 
«crip  for  land,  and,  if  the  work  was  successfully  prosecuted, 
U  would  increase  the  value  of  tlie  lands  in  its  vicinity,  and 
the  United  States  might  be  greatly  the  gainers  in  the  end, 
eren  if  it  were  considered  a  mere  matter  of  speculation. 

Tht  subject  was  to  be  viewed  in  another  light:  the  canal 
once  completed,  it  would  lead  emigrants  to  tjike  tliat  direc- 
tion, to  settle  the  vast  tracU  of  uncultivated  land  in  that 
•cction  of  the  country.  There  were,  perliaps,  not  less  than 
thirty  to  thirty-fire. millions  of  acres  in  Missouri;  not  more 
thanamUlbn  and  a  half  of  which  probably  had  been  sold, 
la  the  State  of  Illinois,  an  immense  proportion  of  the 
public  domain  was  yet  undisposed  of;  and  in  that  part  of 
the  MicUigao  Territory,  commonly  called  the  Huron  coun- 
tJyi  the  Government  held  lands  to  an  unknown  extent 
Without  this  improvement,  the  settlement  of  this  vast  tract 
of  country  would  be  reUrded;  but  let  the  canal  be  once 
completed,  aiid  the  spirit  of  enterprise  would  be  seen  ex- 
tending itself  in  that  direction,  and  numberless  emigrants 
vould  pour  into  the  country.     If  vfe  add  these  advantages 
to  the  increased  value  of  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie 
proposed  work — if  the  gentleman  from  Virgimia  went 
upon  the  calculation  of  pence  and  farthings,  here  was  to 
he  realized  a  great  gain.     From  Sackett's  Harbor  to  the 
foutherly  bend  of  Lake  ^lichigan,  there  was  a  continuous 
mtcrcoursc  of  about  eleven  degrees  of  longitude  through 
^e  Northern  and  Northwestern  lakes;  on  the  southern 
Mores  of  which,  the  knds  were  of  p>od  quality,  the  set- 
tlement of  which  was  rapidly  increasmg;  and  the  day  was 
|>^  distant,  when  trade  would  be  carried  on  in  that  section 
<|f  the  United  States  to  a  great  extent.     It  was  but«  few 
ycara  since  there  were  but  two  or  three  vessels  engaged 
w  the  trade  of  Lake  Erie,  and,   from  information  re* 
ccived  from  an  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
soine  seven  or  eight  steamboats,  and  probably  not  leas  tiian 
•ne  hundred  and  fifty  brigs  and  schooners,  wei^c  now  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  of  that  kke.     If  the  waters  of  Michi- 
gan were  united  with  those  of  the  Mississippi,  it  would  be 
n*ttcr  of  incalculable  importance  in  both  a  military  and 
commercial  point  of  view.      Under  these  considerations, 
ne  was  surprised  to  find  the  venerable  member  from  Vir- 
pnia  oppoted  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.     The  object  of 
lae  biU  was  a  national  one,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
P^^  It  Its  sanction  as  sudi.      Let  not  the  object  be  con- 
«dercd  in  the  Ught  of  a  bargwn,  but  let  the  bUl  be  sup- 
ported  with  more  noble  views. 

Mr.  MARTIN,  of  South  Carolina,  said  it  was  not  the 
™^"»Jthe  gentleman  from  Viiginia  [Mr.  McCot]  had 
paced  the  House  under  obligations  by  calling  their  atten- 
tion to  b'Ols  of  this  pharacter,  and  he  for  one  would  tender 


him  his  acknowledgments  for  tlie  present  service.  Very 
few  words  of  explanation,  he  said,  would  place  the  House 
in  possession  of  all  the  facts  necessary  to  a  proper  under- 
standing of  this  subject,  and  rery  little  else' than  such  an 
understanding,  he  flattered  himself,  was  necessary  to 
defeat  this  bill. 

Some  years  ago,  he  said,  Congress,  on  the  application 
of  Illinois,  showing  tlie  great  importance  of  a  canal  uniting 
the  Illinois  river  with  the  waters  of  Michigan,  granted  to 
tliat  State  three  hundred  thousand  acres  cS*  land  in  alter- 
nate sections,  lying  on  either  side  of  the  proposed  canal, 
to  enable  the  State  to  construct  it.  Wliat  progress  has 
been  made,  if  any,  in  the  execution  of  tlie  work,  we  are 
i\ot  informed,  nor  is  it  very  material  to  this  investigation. 
But  after  the  lapse  of  several  years,  and  after  a  sale  of 
part  of  the  lai\d,  he  would  not  say  the  best  of  it,  for  he 
was  unacquainted  with  the  quahty  of  any  of  the  land 
granted,  (on  that  point  all  would  dravr  their  own  inferen- 
ces,) we  are  told  the  balance  of  the  land  is  unsaleable,  the 
grant,  in  £act,  valueless,  and  tlie  canal  cannot  be  con- 
structed for  the  want  of  funds,  -fhe  object  of  the  bill, 
therefore,  is,  that  the  Government  shall  take  back  the  land 
atone  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  to  be  paid,  to 
be  sure,  in  scrip,  issued  by  the  Government,  which  is  to 
be  receivable  at  the  land  offices  for  debts  due  on  pur- 
cliases  of  public  lands  instead  of  cash.  These  are  the 
facts,  and  such  are  the  objects  of  tlie  bill. 

He  would  not  animadvert  on  the  novelty  of  the  proposed 
scheme— one  which,  he  believed,  was  without  precedent 
in  this  country,  under  similar  circumstances.  It  is  enough 
that  tliere  are  other  objections  to  it.   The  argument  most 
relied  on,  is,  that  when  the  canal  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  some  say  as  soon  as  it  is  commenced,  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  on  its  borders,  will  be  increased 
several  hundred  per  cent  in  value;  that  it  will,  therefore, 
be  a  positive  and  specifi^i  benefit  to  the  Government.  Sir, 
the  very  same  argument  was  urged  when  the  grant  of  the 
land  was  sought;  and  it  has  been  used  in  tlus  House  in 
every  instance  where  a  similar  application  has  been  made. 
The  alternate  sections  reserved  by  tlie  United  States,  vre 
were  told,  would  be  so  much  increased  in  value  by  the 
canal,  that  the  United  States  were  to  be  gainers  and  not 
losem  by  the   donation.      These  togumenU  have  been 
found  to  be  fallacious.     With  all  the  advantages  antici- 
pated, and  all  the  ideal  value  attached  to  these  lands,  by 
the  intended  canal,  Illinois  has  not  been  able  to  dispose  of 
them  at  tlie  lowest  Government  price.     If  they  will  be- 
come so  valuable,  it  is  important  to  the  State  to  retain 
them:  this  bill  will  do  the  SUte  great  injustice,  by  a  re- 
cession of  them.   It  may  sometimes  happen,  but  instances 
are  rare,  that  both  parties  to  a  contract  realize  profits. 
The  United  States  have  now  more,  lands  than  they  can 
sell.    You  have  ho  use  for  the  money  arimng  from  the 
sales  of  the  pubUc  domain,  in  the  opinion  of  some  gen- 
tlemen; and  you  have  now  a  bill  on  your  table  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  to  the  purposes  of  education  among 
the  several  States.     And  yet  this  bill  is  to  make  the  Go- 
vernment a  buyer  instead  of  a  seller  of  lands:  a  buyer, 
too,  of  lands,  not  at  their  value,  but  at  a  obtain  fixed 
price,  when  no  one  knows  whether  they  be  worth  a 
fourth  of  the  sum.   Gentlemen  must  anticipat^^they  can- 
not but  foresee,  to  what  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  lead. 
From  every  quarter  where  grants  of  thb  description  have 
been  made,  and  the  g^rantees  have  not  realized  the  amount 
they  had  hoped  for,  applications  of  the  same  kind  will  be 
made.     Some,  for  Uie  whole  amount  in  money,  [not  in 
scrip,  as  in  the  present  instance,]  and  others^  that  yon  will 
^ve  them  money  for  all  lands  which,  by  reason  of  its  ste- 
rility, or  its  local  situation,  they  have  been  unable  to  sell. 
There  is  no  claim  on  our  Justice  in  this  application — ^ere 
is  less  on  the  liberality  of  the  House. 

Mr.  l^IARTIN  said  he  had  purposely  avoided  saying  any 
thing  on  the  policy  or  impohcy  of  the  original  grant   His 
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opinions  were  known  on  such  subjects.  Nor  would  he 
call  in  question  those  rig-hts  which  most,  if  not  all,  would 
admit  were  vested  in  the  grantees.  He  assented  to  their 
enjoyment,  such  as  they  were;  but  he,  for  one,  would  not 
fix  an  additional  charge  on  the  conntry,  and  strike  out  a 
new  policy,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  to  them  addition- 
al favor. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.   Mabtix,  that  it 
was  true  the  bill  proposed  %n  exchange  of  the  lands  for 
scrip,  which   was  equal,  or  nearly  equal  to  cash.      He 
thought,  too,  as  strange  as  the  reasoning  appeared  to  that 
gentleman,  that  it  was  susceptible  of  proof,  that  both  par- 
ties will  be  benefited  by  the  passage  of  this  bill;  taking 
it  for  gi-anted  that  the  United  States  has  a  deep  interest 
in  tlie  construction  of  this  great  work,  or  Congress  would 
not  have  made  the  grant  of  land  in  question.     It  only  re- 
mains to  be  sho)vn,  that  the  donation,  or  appropriation, 
cannot  be  used  without  great  loss,  and  that  the  State  lias 
not  resources  to  progress  in  the  work  without  this  assist- 
ance.    To    satisfy  gentlemen  of   the    propriety   of  the, 
bill  before  the  House,  Mr.  D.  said,  before  he  proceeded, 
he  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mc- 
CoT,]  tliat  he  had  the  best  authority  for  saying  that  the 
whole  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  surrendered  was  of  gt>od 
quality,  and  not  such  as  he  imagined  it  to  be.     Mr.  D. 
said  that  an  unsuccessftd  attempt  had  been  made  to  sell 
the  land,  but  the  failure  to  sell  was  not  on  account  of  the* 
quality  of  the  soil,  or  the  situation  of  the  land,  but  it  was 
owing  to  the  fact  of  there  being-  no  encouragement  held 
out  to  settlers  to  go  on  and  improve  it,  or  the  United 
States*  land  in  the  vicinity.     He  said,  this  land  was  not  as 
favorably  situated  in  that  respect  as  the  other  public  lands, 
for  it  was  reserved  from  sale  by  law,  and  of  course  no  one 
would  venture  to  settle,  on  or  improve  land^  without  a 
hope  of  ever  owning  it.     Mr.  I>.  said,  gentlemen  in  this 
House  appeared  to  think  that  all  lands  of  equal  quality 
and  situation  ought  to  sell  for  the  same  price,  but  in  this 
they  were  greatly  mistaken.     He  swd  that  improvementa 
ana  good  society  g^ve  value  to  land;  if  that  was  not  the 
case,  he  asked,  why  were  not  all  the  wild  lands  already 
sold.^     Mr.  D.  said  he  had  heard  much  said  against  the 
squatters,  as  they  are  called,  on  the  puMic  land,  but  he  did 
not  hesitate  in  affirming  that  they  had  been  the  means  of 
selling  nine-tenths  of  all  the  land  that  had  been  sold  by 
the  Government.  He  said  thkit  it  was  the  Iwrdy,  enterpris- 
ing, poor  man  that  first  ventured  into  the  wilderness,  and 
sutfered  all  the  privations  and  dangers  incident  to  such  an 
enterprise,  w^ho,  acting  as  pioneers,  were  followed  by  the 
more  fortunate  or  wealthy,  and  too  often  deprived  by 
them  of  their  homes,  and  driven  further  and  ftirthcr  into 
the  woods.  Mr.  D.  believed  that  the  lands  would  increase 
greatly  in  value,  whenever  the  work  was  done;  but  he 
knew  the  State  had  no  means  of  effecting  it,  without  a 
sale  of  them,  unless  this  bill  should  pass;  and  if  they  were 
sold  at  a  low  price,  (and  he  believed  they  could  not  be  sold 
for  any  other  at  present,)  he  was  fearflil  the  canal  would 
not  be  made  for  many  yeahi.     Mr.  D.  asked  if  it  would 
be  consistent  with  souhd  policy,  or  any  principle  of  poli- 
tical economy,  for  Congress  to  permit  such  a  result,  when 
it  would  be  so  easy  to  prevent  it  without  loss,  to  say  the 
least  of  it;  but,  for  liis  part,  be  believed  that  the  General 
Government  had  all  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose,  bv  the 
provisions  of  this  bill;  by  its  passage,  the  funds  or  lands 
appropriated  by  the  Government  will  be  rendered  availa- 
ble, and  the  SUte  will  be  ahle  to  accomplish  the  work  in 
a  very  few  years. 

Mr.  D.  went  into  a  lengthy  argument  to  show  tlie  ad- 
vantages of  this  canal  in  increas'mg  the  value  and  sales  of 
the  public  lands;  all  of  which,  he  said,  for  near  fifty  miles 
south,  and  for  an  immeasured  distance  north,  was  still  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  had  not  even  been 
brought  into  market.  He  said  the  report  which  he  sub- 
mitted wiU)  the  bill  gave  a  description  of  the  canal«  and 


showed  not  only  the  praCticahiJity  Of  making  if,  bnt  the 
vast  importance  of  it  m  a  national  point  of  view.  He  a'.J 
that  there  never  was  a  work  of  internal  improvement  in 
any  country,  whidi  promised  so  great  a  benefit  at  so  small 
an  expense.  He  sajd  that  it  would  at  once  open  a  free 
commercial  intercourse  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York 
and  Quebec,  a  distance  of  more  than  two  thousand  five 
hundred  miles,  passing  through  the  most  fertile  country 
in  the  world,  an<l  through  every  cTiroate  which  is  found 
between  the  poles,  from  north  to  soutli. 

Mr.  VINTON  was  desirous  to  vote  for  the  bill,  and 
stated  tliat  the  difficulty  under  which  he  labored  was  not 
such  as  had  been  stated  by  the  gentlemen  firom  Virginia 
and  South  Carolina.  The  amount  of  scrip  on  lands  pro- 
posed to  be  given  was  nothing  in  his  way — he  would  wil- 
lingly give  double.  His  great  objection  was,  that  it  would 
be  a  sacrifice  of  the  fund ,-  for  he  was  confident  that  the  lands 
would  all  go  into  the  hands  of  speculators.  The  bill  pro- 
posed virtually  to  btiy  three  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  of  the  State  of  llHnoi^  and  give  her  scrip  for  it, 
with  which  she  could  go  into  ^e  market,  and  purchase  the 
best  of  lands.  '  The  country  was  a  wilderness:  the  poor 
or  middHng  men,  as  they  would  not  receive  cash  for  their 
labor,  but  scrip,  would  never  be  able  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts for  constructing  the  work,  and  of  consequence  the 
contracts  would  all  be  taken  by  wealthy  speculators,  who 
could  aflfbrd  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  my  out  of  their 
money  for  a  time.  Hence  it  tv  ouTd  result  that  the  whole 
competition  would  lav  between  these  wealthy  speculators; 
and  as  the  job  would  not,  as  he  had  said,  be  a  cash  one, 
it  would  cost  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars  to  complete 
one  section,  (while  for  cash  it  might  be  done  for  one- 
fourth  that  amount,)  and  eventually  all  the  lands  would 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  men  to  whom  he  had  allud- 
ed. After  some  flirther  remarks  elucidatory  of  liis  riews, 
Mr.  V.  said,  that,  if  the  bill  could  be  thrown  into  a  shape 
to  obviate  his  objections,  he  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it 

Mr.  MERCER  then  took  the  floor,  and  in  a  speech  of 
some  length  replied  to  the  objections  raised  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  bull.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  a 
proviso  of  the  bill;  (the  exact  motion  our  Reporter  could 
not  obtain;)  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  who  wished  to  give  further 
time  for  the  examination  of  the  subject. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wedxbsvat,  Jakcjikt  5. 

Mr.  TUCKER  submitted  the  following  resolutions 
which  be  intended  to  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  jomt 
resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Mcl>i'TFrK,  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  the  United  SUtes,  when  that  resrftition 
sliall  come  up  for  consideration: 

Besohed,  That  no  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  elected 
Preadent  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  accept  the 
same,  or  exercise  the  powers  thereof,  shall  be  again  chp* 
ble  to  said  office. 

Resokedy  That  any  person  who  shaH  be  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  after  the  4tli  day  of  March, 
1833,  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

PAY  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  of  Ky.  submitted  the  following  reaolutiow 

JReatUved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Expcndj 

tures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  « 

adopting  some  regulation  by  which  members  of  caM 

bmnch  of  the  National  Legislature  shall  receive  the  * 

lowance  of  eight  dollars  per  day  only  for  the  number « 

days  of  each  session  on  which  they  shall  have  been  la  "^ 

tiul  attendance  upon  the  service  of  the  House  to  whicB 

they  may  belong— unless  absent  by  reason  of  sickness,  or  bj 

leave  of  the  House,  or  when  the  same  shall  not  be  in  session 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  that,  in  offering  this  resolution,  W 

felt  himself  placed  in  circuntf  tances  of  peculiar  delicacy  « 
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to  particular  facts  which  might  appear  to  him  to  have  call- 
cd  for  such  an  inquiry  as  it  proposers.  But  the  founda- 
tion of  principle  on  which  he  bottomed  it,  was  one  which 
he  could  submit  to  tlie  House  without  the  least  reserve  or 
delicacy.  Mr.  C.  then  quoted  from  the  rules  of  the  House 
the  fiftieth  rule,  which  is  in  the  following  words:  «*N6 
member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  ser>'ice  of  the  House 
unless  he  have  leave,  or  be  sick  and  unable  to  attend." 
Under  this  rule  of  the  House,  it  was  obviously  as  much  the 
duty  of  one  member  as  of  another,*  and  equally  the  duty  of 
all,  to  be  in  attendance,  unless  when  absent  by  reason  of 
sickness  or  by  leave  of  the  House.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  de- 
signed not,  so  far  as  it  operated  on  the  legislation  of  the 
House,  to  give  to  the  proceedings  under  this  resolution  a 
retrospective  operation.  If  it  has^  been  the  practice  of 
any  member  of  this  House,  or  of  the  other  House,  to 
absent  himself  from  the  House  without  leave  of  the 
House,  and  without  being  detained  therefrom  by  sickness; 
and  if,  while  attending  to  private  business  of  his  own,  he 
has  been  receiving  the  same  pay  as  those  who  were  con- 
stant in  their  attendance  on  the  House,  then,  said  Mr.  C, 
I  should  consider  such  practice  not  only  a  violation  of  this 
nile,  but  a  direct  violation  of  duty.  Mr.  C.  adverted  tb 
the  diflerence  of  situation  of  members  of  this  House  from 
different  parts  of  the  country.  Gentlemen  from  the  West 
were  far  distant  from  the  endearments  of  home,  and,  if 
they  were  professional  men,  from  the  courts  which  tliey 
were  accustomed  to  attend.  They  cannot  take  horse,  or 
any  other  convenience  for  travelling,  and  go  from  this 
House  to  attend  their  courts.  No,  sir,  whilst  others  may 
do  this,  they  are  left  here  to  attend  upon  the  business  of 
the  nation,  until  the  termination  of  the  session  enables 
them  to  return  home,  and  they  are  entitled  for  so  doing 
to  tlie  compensation  which  the  law  allows.  But,  if  the 
case  should  ever  occui'  of  members  absenting  themselves 
from  the  House,  attending  to  private  business,  it  is  wrong 
that  they  should  receive  compensation  as  though  they  had 
been  in  regular  attendance.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  not  ap- 
prehensive that,  in  what  he  proposed,  he  should  wound 
the  feelings  of  any  gentleman,  for  he  asked  no  more  of 
any  member  than  what  the  rules  of  the  House  already  pe- 
remptorily require  of  him,  it  being  his  bounden  duty  to 
attend  the  House  regularly  from  the  moment  that  he  ac- 
cepu  a  seat  in  it.  If  he  absents  himself  from  the  House, 
he  surely  cannot  expect  compensation  for  services  which 
ne  has  not  rendered.  I  presume,  baid  Mr.  C,  that  no 
gentleman^  on  this  floor  will  hazard  his  reputation  by  say. 
ing  that  it  is  right  in  any  member,  contrary  to  the  rule,  to 
absent  himself,  and  yet  receive  compensation  for  the  time 
dur.ng^  which  he  lias  been  attending  to  his  own  private 
business.  If  one  member  may  absent  himself  without  leave, 
so  may  another;  for  all  have  equal  rights.  If  this  course 
were  indulged  in  by  aU,  I  ask  if  it  would  not  put  a  stop  to 
legislation.  My  duty  to  my  country,  sitting  here  and  le- 
gislating under  the  solemn  sanction  of  an  oath,  )s  to  see 
that  every  member  performs  his  duty,  whilst  I  endeavor 
to  perform  my  own.  I  should  do  an  act  of  violence  to  my 
own  conscience  were  I  to  remain  silent  whilst  abuses  of 
this  kind  are  tolerated. 

%Ir.  STERIGERE  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table.  And  upon  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
demanded  by  Mr.  CHILTON,  which  being  ordered  by  the 
House.  Mr.  STERIGERE  withdrew  his  motion;  and  the 
consideration  of  the  resolve  proceeded. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  inquired  whether 
the  rule  proposed  to  be  adopted  by  the  resolve  was  not 
the  same  as  that  which  is  already  in  Operation  ? 
.  The  SPEAKER  said,  that  when  a  member  of  the  House 
B  absent  on  leave,  his  attendance  ceases  to  be  charged. 
When  members  are  absent  without  leave,  nor  account  is 
taken  of  such  absence,  every  member  being  presumed  to 
b^  present  unless  absent  from  sickness  or  on  leave.  By 
wc  seventy-thiid  rule  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Commit- 


tee of  Accounts,  and  not  of  the  Speaker,  to  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  the  members  for  their  travel  to  and  from  the  seat 
of  Government,  and  their  attendance  in  the  House. 

Mr.  CARSON,  of  N.  C,  inquired  of  the  Chair  what 
would  be  the  precise  effect  of  the  l^solution,  if  passed^ 

The  SPEAKER  said,  it  proposed,  in  its  present  shape, 
an  inquiry  only. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  suggested  the  propriety  of  amending 
the  resolution  so  as  to  conform  to  the  present  practice  of 
withl^olding  pay  from  such  members  as  are  absent  on  leave. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  suggested  a  different  modification, 
by  inserting  after  the  words  •*  by  leave  of  the  House,"  tlic 
words  "on  business  of  the  House." 

Mr.  CHILTON  ag^ed  to  this  modification,  accepting  it 
as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  CARSON  wished  to  know  what  would  be  the  dif- 
ference  between  the  effect  of  this  resolution  and  the  ex* 
isting  rule } 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  each  gentleman  must  decide 
that  for  himself,  by  comparing  them. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia*  (fid  not  know  but  there 
might  be  good  ground  for  the  complaint  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  He  was  himself  of  opi- 
nion, with  the  honorable  mover,  that  members  ought  to 
be  punctilious  in  their  attendance.     To  carry  this  princi- 

Ele  fully  out,  Mr.  T.  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to  amend 
is  proposition  so  as  to  require  all  members  who  have  ab- 
sented themselves  to  refund  whatever  compensation  they 
might  have  received  for  time  during  which  they  were  not 
in  attendance.  If  the  principle  was  correct,  it  should 
operate  throughout. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  that,  for  himself,  he  felt  no  scruple 
in  regard  to  the  amendment  suggested;  for  he  could  con- 
fidently say  that  he  had  not  been  absent  from  the  House 
for.  a  single  day,  except  when  detained  from  it  by  sick- 
ness. But  the  subject  was,  he  repeated,  a  delicate  one; 
he  tliought  lus  resolution  went  far  enough.  But,  if  the 
gentleman^rom  Georgia  inclined  to  go  further,  he  would 
suggest  to  his  honorable  fneod,  in  return  for  his  suggestion, 
that  he  should  move  to  amend  the  resolution  accordingly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  declined  to  move  any  amendment  to 
the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Angel,  Arm- 
strong, Arnold,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  BarnweU,  Barrin- 
ger,  Bartle^,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Brodhead,  Brown,  BuUoan,  Cahoon,  Cam- 
breleiig,  Campbell,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
Clark,  Coke,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocheron^  Crowninshield,  Daniel, 
Davenport,  John  Davis,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Denny,  Desha, 
De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Drayton,  Duncan, 
Dwight,  Eager,  Earil,  Ellsworth,  Jo^ua  Evans,  Horace 
Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,'Ford,  Forward,  Foster,  Gaither, 
Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hammona,  Har- 
vey,, Hawkins,  Uaynes,  Holland,  Hoffman,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  IngersoU,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jar- 
vis,  J(^ns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kendall, 
Kennon,  Kincaid,  King^  Lamar,  Lecompte,  Leiper,  Lent, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  Lo3raH,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  Marr,  Martin- 
dale,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCree- 
ry,  McCoy,  McInUre,  Mercer,  Monell,  Muhlenberg, 
Nuck(^ls,  PattoB,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers, 
Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Roane, 
Russel,  Sanford,  Scott,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine 
H.  Sibepperd,  Shields,  Semmes,  SiU,  Smith,  Speight,  Spen- 
cer, Sprigg,  Standefer,  Sterigere^  WilUam  L.  Storra, 
Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Trezvant,  Tucken  Vance, 
Varnum,  Verplanck,  Washington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Whit- 
tlesey, Campbell  P.  White,  Williams,  M'llson,  Wingate, 
Yancey,  Young.— 157.       *  - 
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NAYS. — Messrs.  Allen,  Alston,  Archer,  John  8.  Bar- 
bour, Beckman,  Bouldin,  Carson,  Coulter,  Dudley,  £. 
Everett,  Gorham,  Hinds,  Hodges,  Howard,  W.  W.  Irvin, 
Lea,  Norton,  Pierson,  Vinton,  E.  D.  White,  Wilde — 21. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  submitted  the  following: 

Rtsobedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  at  the  last  session,  entitled  <<  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir- 
ginia line  and  navy  of  the  continental  army,  during  the 
revolutionary  war,"  so  as  to  change  or  alter  the  first  sec- 
tion, as  not  to  require  evidence  as  to  the  line  on  which 
the  resolution  warrant  of  Virginia  issued:  also,  to  amend 
the  third  section,  so  as  to  embrace  cases  where  warrants 
have  been  located  and  surveys  or  patents  prohibited  by 
law,  by  which  the  land  i»  lost  to  the  locator:  also,  to  cases 
•f  Burvevs  or  patents,  where,  by  the  highest  judicial  tri- 
bunal of  the  State,  or  United  States,  tl^  .bad  has  been 
taken  by  a  prior  or  better  claim:  also,  to  provide  for  the 
renewal  of  lost  or  destroyed  certificates  or  scrip:  also,  to 
change  the  maximum  quantity  of  land  allowed  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  said  act  to  supply  the  claims  embraced  by 
•aid  act:  lastly,  to  make  such  alterations  as  the  said  commitp 
tee  may  consider  just  and  equitable. 

Mr.  UAYNES  said  that  the  resolution  appeared  to  be 
of  an  important  nature.  He  certainly  was  m  favor  of  a 
part  of  it,  and  perhaps,  on  examination,  he  should  be  of 
the  whole.  To  give  time  for  a  proper  examination  of  the 
subject,  he  requested  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  con- 
sent that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JoHxsoir  making  no  objection,  the  resolution  took 
that  course. 

ILLINOIS  CANAL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conmderation  of  the  bill 
**  authorizing  a  change  in  the  disposal  of  land  granted  for 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal;"  the  question  being  on  the 
adoption  of  an  amendment  yesterdi^  submitted  by  Mr. 
Mbbckb. 

Mr.  M.  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend;  and 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  he  accompanied  by  a  few  remarks: 

**  And  provided,  also,  that  said  State  shall,  in  every  in- 
stance of  tlie  application  of  scrip,  apply  an  equal  sum  of 
money  from  its  own  funds,  or  from  ttinds  raised  by  its  own 
authority,  to  the  construction  of  said  canal,  of  which  fiu:t 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  satisfied,  before  a  new  issue  of  scrip,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act." 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
biU, 

Mr.  McCOY,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  offered  a  few  sug- 
gestions to  the  House  yesterday,  and  be  would  submit  a 
few  more  to-day.  He  looked  upon  this  bill  as  a  kmd  of 
pioneer,  calculated  to  open  the  way  for  similar  provisions 
m  favor  of  other  States.  The  State  of  Illinois  was  very 
ingenious.  She  wished  the  United  States  to  take  back 
the  refuse  land  which  had  been  granted  her,  at  the  rate 
of  $1  25  per  acre,  while,  at  the  same  moment,  she  was 
petitioning  the  Hduse  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  to  seventy-five  cents  per  acre.  It  was  well  known 
that  grants  bad  been  made  to  Alabama,  Indiana,  and  Ohio, 
as  well  as  to  Illinois,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  roads 
and  camds.  If  thb  bill  should  pass  into  a  law,  he  presum- 
ed we  could  not  jeluse  to  pursue  the  same  course  towards 
those  States,  should  they  require  it  at  our  hands. .  He  felt 
no  disposition  to  d&turb  the  State  of  Illinois  in  her  posses* 
slon  of  the  lands  which  had  been  granted  to  her,  but  he 
could  not  help  declaring  that  he  thought  it  too  bad  for 
that  State  to  ask  the  Government  to  take  back  tlie  refuse 
pHrt  of  them.     Mr.  McC.  said  he  bad  hoped  that  the  pre- 


sent session  of  Congress  would  have  been  allowed  to  pass 
away,  without  the  uitroduction  of  biUs  for  constructing 
roads  and  canals.  He  had  hoped  that  the  House  would 
have  passed  upon  the  numerous  claims  against  the  Go- 
vernment, and  been  suffered  quietly  to  attend  to  matters 
of  general  interest  to  the  nation.  But  he  had  been  de- 
ceived: it  seemed  the  House  was  never  to  be  left  at  peace 
— ^the  rage  for  internal  improvement  seemed  to  be  as  great 
as  ever,  and,  while  this  was  the  case,  there  would  be  no 
peaceable  legislation.  He  had  not,  however,  risen  to 
make  a  speech;  he  would  take  his  seat,  but  be  hoped  the 
bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  next  rose.  He  commenced  by  refuting 
the  idea  that  the  lands  which  tlie  State  wished  to  recede 
were  refuse  lands.  He  thought  the  best  argument  he 
could  offer  against  the  gentleman's  assertion,  that  the 
lands  were  of  an  inferior  quality,  would  be,  to  read  a  let- 
ter from  Doctor  William  Howard,  the  engineer  who  sur- 
veyed the  route  of  the  proposed  canal.  [The  letter  vss 
read  by  the  Clerk:  it  gave  a  description  of  the  soil,  the 
quality  of  the  timber,  &c.  &c.]  Mr.  D.  then  made  some 
remarks  relative  to  the  importance  of  the  work,  and  re- 
quested th&  reading  of  a  letter  from  (general  Gratiot,  the 
Chief  of  the  Engineer  Department,  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
posed work.  [This  letter  was  read  also.]  Mi*.  D.  said 
he  did  not  wish  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  further  re- 
marks upon  the  question  now  before  it.  Those  which  he 
bad  delivered  on  the  previous  day  were  fresh  in  the  recol- 
lection of  gentlemen,  and  they  were  sufiicient  for  his 
purpose.  He  was  onlpr  sorry  tliat  any  observations  from 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  liad  made  it  his  duty  to  trou- 
ble the  House  further  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  BELL  addressed  the  House  at  some  lengtli  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill.     He  was  desirous  to  give'some  expbna- 
tion  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  vote  for  the  bill: 
for  he  should  do  so,  and  one  reason  was,  because  its  pas- 
sage would  violate  no  constitutional  principle.    Nor  did  he 
believe  it  would  ever  be  brought  into  precedent,  as  had 
been  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  by  simi- 
lar applications  from  Alabama,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  the 
States  named  by  that  gentleman  as  those  to  whom  public 
lands  had  been  granted  for  the  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement    From  all  he  could  gather  on  the  subject,  the 
present  bill  wss  intended  to-  prevent  a  sacrifice  of  the 
fund  so  often  referred  to,  and  to  preserve  it  to  the  public. 
The  lands  proposed  to  be   receded  were  undoubtedly 
goodi  but  the  country  was  a  wilderness.     There  were  do 
settlements  near  them,  and  they  were  liable  to  be  sacri- 
ficed to  the  cupidity  of  speculators;  for  none  other  than 
weidthy  men,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  speculating  in  the 
public 'lands,  would,  under  these  circumstances,  become 
the  purchasers  of  them.     But,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  the  con- 
templated  work  be  but  commenced,  and  tlie  Government 
would  receive  back  the  money  they  now  gave.    He  could 
conceive  of  no  gi*eater  object  of  internal  improvement 
than  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  those 
of  tlie  Mississippi;  and  he  recommended  to  tlwse  gentle- 
men who  were  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement,  to 
vote  for  this  bill:  for  no  case  would  ever  arise  for  tlieir 
consideration  of  a  more  national  or  more  important  na- 
ture.    Alluding  to  what  bad  been  said  by  the  genUemaJi 
from  Virginia,  he  would  remark  tluit  it  hsui  been  rumored 
that  all  was  not  right  with  regard  to  the  lands  tliat  had 
been  g^nted  to  Alabama;  yet  he  would  say,  that  even 
admitting  that  that  SUtc  should  make  an  application  sum- 
lar  to  that  which  had  been  made  by  Illinois,  he  would  vote 
in  such  a  case  as  he  now  intended  to  do  in  the  present-- 
and  why  ?  To  save  the  land  from  being  sacrificed.    With 
regard  to  Indiana  and  Ohio,  there  was  no  danger  of  their 
ever  applying  to  Congress  for  a  rctrocesstton  of  the  lands 
granted  to  them;  they  had  made  such  judicious  selections  ul 
land,  that  he  had  no  fears  of  their  ever  troubling  Coiigreai 
on  the  subject.     He  was  willing,  on  the  present  occasion, 
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as  he  vould  be  on  ftll  others,  to  give  a  part  to  save  the 
whole. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said,  if  he  were  to  be  influenced  by 
the  very  sincere  regard  he  had  for  the  honorable  member 
from  IliiDois,  and  a  desire  he  ever  felt  to  oblige  that  gen- 
tleman in  any  matter  in  which  he  appeared  to  take  so 
deep  an  interest  as  he  evidently  did  in  the  subject  now 
under  discussion,  he  should  pursue  a  very  different  course 
00  the  present  occasion,  from  that  which  he  felt  prescribed 
to  htm  by  the  most  obvious  sense  of  duty.  But  he  could 
Dot  surrender  his  principles  to  his  private  sentiments. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  oad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House  at 
the  time  of  the  grant  of  land  in  question  to  the  State  of 
Illinois,  and  that  he  had  no  motive  to  conceal  his  having 
roted  against  the  grant.     But  he  took  occasion  now  to 
ny,  that,  if  he  had  originally  supported  the  measure, 
there  vere  circumstances  connected  with  our  relations 
viththat  State,  in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  not  to  be  over- 
looked; nay,  such  as  required  from  this  House  an  expres- 
sion not  to  be  misapprehended.    Not  that  the  work  was 
not  one  of  great  national  importance;  tliat  was  a  point  he 
vas  rpady  to  concede,  and  he  would  readily  admit  that  few 
objects  of  internal  improvement  could  rank  higher  in  the 
scale  of  nationality  than  the  connexion  of  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  with  Lake  Michigan  by  a  canal  from  that  lake 
to  the  Illinois  river.     But,  said  Mr.  B.,  though  I  am  pre- 
pared to  make  these  concessions,  and  the  further  one, 
that  the  measure  may  not  injuriously  affect  our  pecuniary 
interests,  yet  there  is  a  respect  due  to  ourselves,  and  to 
Uie  national  interests,  which  should  utterly  avoid  any 
morement  of  this  House,  at  this  time,  upon  tliis  subject. 
The  State  of  Illinois  has,  on  former  occasions,  as  well  as 
very  recently,  through  the  medium  of  her  Executive,  ad- 
Tsoced  her  claim  to  the  entire  and  undivided  possession  of 
the  public  lands  within  her  limits,  by  virtue  of  State  sove- 
reignty.   Yes,  sir,  her  State  sovereignty!     And,   what- 
ever other  gentlemen  might  be  disposed  to  do,  he  would 
not  g^rant  favors  where  they  were  not  asked  as  such,  but 
ckmed  as  matter  of  right;  nor  would  he,  in  any  instancy, 
pmt  one  foot  of  the  public  domain  to  any  State,  for.  any 
purpose,  whilst  these  high  pretensions  were  advanced, 
Bor  until  they  were  promptly  disavowed.     Mr.  B.  said  he, 
too,  was  for  State  rigtits!  not  those  rights,  however, 
which  wrested  fi-om  the  nation  its  property — acquired  by 
the  common  blood  and  common  treasure  of  a  united  peo- 
ple—to be  appropriated  to  the  individual  use  of  the  State 
in  which  it  may  chance  to  be  located.     Mr.   B.  said  he 
feared  there  was  a  disposition  abroad  to  define  and  fritter 
<^vn  all  general  into  separate  and  individual  rights;  and 
the  mode  of  its  accomplishment  was  so  plainly  indicated 
hy  so  many  circumstances,  in  daily  development,  tliat  he 
who  runs  might  read.  And  let  not  gentlemen  flatter  them- 
selves tJiat,  whatever  may  be  the  alternate  fate  of  the 
powers  rightfully  claimed  by  the  General  Government, 
its  property  at  least  is  safe!     Hug  not  the  delusion!     Its 
Kizure  is  determined,  and  the  mode  is  in  preparation. 
Destroy  but  the  supervisory  powers  of  the  Federal  Su- 
preme Court,  and  the  object  is  effected  with  a  certainty, 
equalled  only  by  the  simplicity  of  the  operation.     The 
State  seizes  upon  and  grants  your  public  domain;  the  issue 
tt  between  your  grantee  and  the  grantee  of  the  State.  The 
Stale  judges,  deeply  imbued  in  the  learning  of  State  rights 
^d  State  sovereignty,  decide  that  it  is  inconsistent  with 
*e  righu  of  sovereignty  that  the  General  Government 
should  bold  lands  within  the  limito  of  tlie  respective  States; 
o^  revennng  the  proposition,  that  the  State  should  not 
be  tlie  sovereign  of  the  unappropriated  lands  within  her 
borders,  and  tne  work  is  accomplished!     Your  grantee  is 
stripped  of  the  benefit  of  his  writ  of  error,  and  you  of 
your  propei-ty. 


that,  according  to  the  pretensions  set  up  by  Illinois,  we 
had  no  security  (so  far  as  her  principles  are  to  afford  a 
barrier^  that,  when  we  shall  have  paid  her  for  this  land, 
by  scrip,  to  be  redeemed  in  the  sale  of  other  lands, 
she  will  not  attempt  to  seize  upon  the  very  land  we  sre 
now  taking  by  purchase,  and  appropriate  it  to  herself. 
He  would  not,  therefore,  move  one  inch,  until  she  disa- 
vowed the  extravagant  pretensions  of  her  late  and  present 
Executive. 

So  far,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  this  bill  may  affect  us,  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  be  so  generally  accorded  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McCot]  in  the 
remarks  he  had  made,  that  he  would  not  reiterate  them. 

Mr.  RENCHER  said  he  should  vote  for  the  biU.  The 
work  proposed  was  one  of  great  importance,  not  only  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  but  also  to  the  whole  valley  of  the, 
Mississippi,  and  to  the  National  €k>vernment.  All  such' 
works  of^  internal  improvement  were  calculated  to  enhance 
the  value  of  the  public  domain.  It  should  not  be  over- 
looked, that  the  General  Government  owned  four-fifUis  of 
all  the  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and,  consequently, 
if  the  canal  was  constrticted,  the  nation  wotdd  be  the 
gainer,  in  the  increased  value  of  the  public  lands,  of  a 
proportion  of  four-fiflhs.  Would  it,  then,  he  asked,  be 
just,  to  throw  upon  that  State  tlie  burden  of  construction, 
when  not  more  than  one-fifUi  of  the  benefit  of  the  con- 
templated improvement  would  accrue  to  her?  He  had  no 
intention  of  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  propriety  of 
the  passage  of  the  bill  which  originally  granted  the  lands 
in  question  to  the  State  of  Illinois;  nor  would  he  say 
whether  he  should  liave  voted  for  the  measure,  if  he  had 
been  here:  the  question  now  was,  whether  the  House  will 
give  value  to  the  appropriation  of  lands  then  made,  by 
passing  the  b'dl  on  the  table.  He  begged  leave  to  say, 
that  much  of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed 
canal  was  of  little  valu^,  and  would  so  remain  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  unless  that  canal  should  be  completed.  If 
that  were  accomplished,  the  lands  would  rise  in  value, 
and  the  benefit  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  would 
increase  in  proportion.  The  State  of  Illinois  was  not  able, 
at  present,  to  perform  Uie  work — ^the  General  Govern- 
ment was;  and  the  nation  would  receive  a  tenfold  indem- 
nity from  the  success  of  the  measure  now  proposed.  Pass 
this  bill,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  that  part  of  the  country  that 
is  now  a  wildernesa-— a  •  desert — will  become  the  most 
flourishing  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  CJLAY,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  not  intended  to 
participate  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  nor  should  he 
now  have  risen,  but  to  take  notice  of  some  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  two  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him, 
having  reference  to  the  State  which  he,  in  part,  bad  the 
honor  to  represent. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McCov]  had  remark- 
ed, that,  if  this  bill  passed,  we  should  have  applications 
from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Alabama^  &c.,  (to  all  of  whom  similar 
grants  had  been  made,)  to  change  the  terms  of  their 
grants— to  take  back  the  lands  granted,  8cc.  To  relieve 
&c  gentleman's  apprehensions,  so  far  ss  Alabama  was 
concerned,  Mr.  C.  said  the  State  had  already  sold  and  dis- 
posed of  the  buids,  or,  at  least,  much  the  greater  part, 
which  had  been  granted  for  a  like  improvement,  and  they 
were  now  in  theliandB  of  individual  proprietors.  Hence 
there  was  no  probability  that  any  similar  measure  would 
be  proposed  by  tlie  Legislature,  or  the  people  of  that  State. 
The  State  of  Ohio  had  no  doubt  also  disposed  of  her 
grant;  and  no  apprehensions  were  to  be  entertained  of 
any  similar  proposition  from  that  quarter. 

But  tlic  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  liad  al- 
luded to  certain  rumors  which  had  been  afloat,  that  Ala- 
bama had  mismanaged  the  grant  of  400,000  acres,  which 


Mr.  B.  said  he  had  risen  to  say  a  few  words  on^  in  op- 1  had  been  made  to  that  State  for  the  improvement  oi'  the 
position  to  the  engrossment  of  the  bill.  He  had  occupied  Tennessee  and  other  rivers.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  not  dis- 
oaore  time  than  be  had  intended.     He  would  only  repeat  pleased  at  the  opportunity  which  had  thus  been  afforded. 
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of  giving'  some  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  that 
land  had  been  disposed  of.  The  Legislature  liad  passed  a 
law  for  the  valuation  of  those  lands,  by  comraisaoners  ap- 
pointed and  sworn  for  that  purpose,  having  due  regard  to 
the  quality  of  soil,  locality,  &c.  Those  commissioners 
were  citizens  of  the  country  in  which  the  lands  were,  and 
fully  competent  to  assess  a  fair  and  adequate  value.  They 
had  assessed  the  value  of  each'  particular  tract,  and  for 
the  prices  so  ascertained  and  fixed,  the  land  had  been 
sold,  and  had  doubtless  produced  an  average  price  above 
that  for  which  the  United  States  had  sold  like  quantities 
of  land  before  and  since.  Mr.  C.  was  aware,  he  said,  that 
rumors,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  remarked,  had 
been  in  circulation,  unfavorable  to  the  conduct  of  the 
commissioners;  and,  in  consequence  of  impressions  pro- 
duced by  these  rumors,  more  than  twelve  months  ago,  the 
then  Chief  Magistrate  of  Alabama  had  noticed  them  in 
his  communication  to  the  Lepslature.  Upon  that  com- 
munication (as  Mr.  C.  understood  it)  a  committee  had 
been  appointed,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, and  an  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  these  rumors  in- 
stituted. The  committee  was  composed  t)f  high-minded, 
honorable,  and  intelligent  gentlemen.  Many  witnesses 
had  been  examined,  and  a  laborious  investigation  had  taken 
place,  which  resulted  in  a  report  wholly  exculpating  and 
acquitting  the  commissioners  from  the  censure  which  ru- 
mor had  bestowed  upon  them.  Copies  of  tliis  report  had 
been  forwarded,  during  the  last  session,  to  several  gentle- 
men of  this  House,  and  could,  no  doubt,  now  be  had  for 
examination,  if  desired.  Mr.  C  added  that  it  was  true, 
having  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Alabama 
at  the  time  the  disposal  of  these  400,000  acres  of  land  was 
under  consideration,  he  had  preferred  another  mode,  and 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  one  adopted  in  the  law  which 
passed.  But  he  nevertheless  thought,  when  the  facts  he 
had  mentioned  were  taken  into  view,  and  considered,  the 
imputations  against  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  which 
had  been  alluded  to,  would  be  considered  unfounded  and 
unjust.  The  important  work  contemplated  by  this  grant 
is  now  in  progress,  and  wiN,  no  doubt,  be  accomplished  in 
the  manner,  and  within  the  time,  designated  by  the  act  of 
Congfress. 

While  up,  Mr.  C.  said,  as  he  intended  to  vote  for  the 
bill  under  consideration,  he  would  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  that  subject.  The  bill  contemplates,  as  its  title 
purports,  to  change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  lands 
heretofore  granted  to  Illinois,  to  enable  hei'  to  construct 
the  canal  in  question.  No  question  of  constitutionality, 
or  perhaps  of  policy,  which  might  be  involved,  if  the 
original  measure  were  now  presented,  could  arise  on  this 
occasion.  Yiideed,  he  did  not  understand  that  the  ques- 
tion of  constitutfonality  had  been  raised  by  the  opponents 
of  the  bill.  And  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  take  this  occasion 
to  remark  that  he  concurred, 'most  cordially,  in  the  sen- 
timent, that  all  further  appropriations  of  money  for  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvement  should  cease,  at  least  tmtil 
the  public  debt  was  paid — however  willing  be  might  have 
been,  while  the  system  prevailed,  that  his  State  should 
receive  a  liberal  dividend. 

But,  Mr.  C.  repeated,  no  question  of  that  nature  arose 
in  this  case.  I'he  land  which  had  been  granted  to  Illinois 
was  situated  along  the  proposed  line  of  the  canal — in  a 
tract  of  country  altogether  unsettled,  and  remote  from 
those  parts  which  were  settled?  consequently,  it  would 
not  now  sell  for  a  fair  price,  when  other  lands  of  the 
same  State,  and  in  others,  afforded  faciliti<?9  so  much 
greater.  -No  man  would  go  into  the  midst  of  a  wildenicss 
to  make  a  settlement,  so  inconvenient  to  the  means  of 
subsistence,  when  he  could  get  land  of  nearly  equal  quali- 
ty in  the  neighborhood  of  abundant  supplies.  What  does 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois  propose,  and  what  docs  this  bill 
coiUempbite  ?  Merely  that  she  maybe  permitted  to  re- 
linquish a  portion  otP  this  land,  so  situated,  and  receive 


scrip  therefor,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-fite 
cents  per  acre,  to  be  received  in  payment  for  other  landj  of 
the  United  States,  in  Illinois  alone.  It  amounts,  at  most,  to 
a  mere  exchange  of  lands  heretofore  granted  for  other  lands. 
Not  one  dollar  of  the  public  treasury  is  proposed  to  be  ap- 
propriated, nor  one  acre  of  the  public  land  to  be  granted. 

It  had  been  intimated,  in  debate,  that  the  land  proposed 
to  be  relinquished  was  probably  inferior,  and,  on  thst 
account,  could  not  be  sold.     But  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Dukcah]  had   placed  that  matter  beyond 
doubt,  (as  Mr.  C.  conceived,)  by  the  evidence  of  one  of 
the  engineers,  whose  statement  had  been  read,  showinf^, 
satisfactorily,  that  the  land  was  cf  as  good  quality,  gene- 
rally, as  perhaps  an^  other  like  quantity  of  land  in  the 
State.     The  completion  of  the  canal  would,  unquestion- 
ably, enhance  the  value  of  the  land  proposed  to  be  re- 
linquished, as  well  as  the  public   domain  in  that  State, 
generally,  and  thus  ensure  to  tiie  Government  a  most- 
ample  indemnity.      The  only  inconvenience  that  could 
arise  to  the  United  States,  would  be  the  possible  delay  of 
receiving  the  money  for  which  the  land  for  which  the 
scrip  would  be  paid,  might  sell,  for  a  few  months,  or 
perhaps  longer.     The  scrip  was  not,  in  any  event,  to  be 
redeemed  with  money,  but  land,  and  only  acre  for  acre. 
Not  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollai^  of  scrip  could,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  be  issued  at  once;  and  the  in- 
vestiture of  that  sum,  in  conformity  with  the  conditions  of 
the  grant,  must  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  before  any  more  could  issiie.  Indeed, 
every  interest  of  tjie  General  Government,  contemplated 
in  making  the  grant,  is  carefully  guarded  and  prescn-ed- 
The  work  intended  is  admitted,  Mr.  C  believed,  on  all 
hands,  to  be  one  of  national  importance,  as  it  proposed  a 
connexion  between  Lake  Michigan  and   the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Mississippi.     The  benefits  likely  to  result 
from  it,  if  completed,  would  be  almost  incalculable,  not 
only  to  Illinois,  but  to  the  whole  Western  country.  Shall 
we  not  then  aid,  when  we  do  not  sacrifice  a  single  dollar 
of  money,  or  a  foot  of  the  public  domain? 

The  question  of  engrossment  being  stated  from  the 
Chair,  Mr.  ANGEL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  STRONG  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
considering  that,  particularly  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
its  passage  would  be  of  great  importance — it  would  also 
tend  to  promote  the  rapid  settlement  of  that  section  of  the 
country;  and  the  proposed  work  was,  in  his  view,  alto- 
gether of  a  national  character.  He  then  submitted  the 
following  amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  fifth 
section,  and  said  a  few  words  in  its  favor. 

"  Prwided,  and  it  ia  further  enacted.  That  no  land,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be'  received  in  exchange  for  the  scnp 
aforesaid,  at  a  less  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  an  acre." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  finally  put  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs,  Bailey,  Hartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beek- 
man,  Bell,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Brown,  Butman,  Clay, 
Clark,  Coleman,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Dod- 
dridge, Dorsey,  Duncan,  Eager,  George  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Grennell,  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Howard,  Hunt,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll, Thomas  Irwin, 
W.  W.  Irvin,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kennoii,  Kin- 
caid,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Leiper,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Martin- 
dale,  Mercer,  Norton,  Pcarce,  Pierson,  Rencher,  Richai-d- 
son,  Rose,  Shields,  Semmes,  Sprigg,  Stanbcry,  Standefer, 
Strong,  Swanh,  Taylor,  Test,  John  Thomson,  Vance,  Wash- 
ington, Whittlesey,  Wilson,  Yancey,  Young. — 67. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Noyes  Barber,  J.  S.  Barbour, 
Barnwell,  Barringer,  James  Blair,  Bockee,  Borst,  Boul- 
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tUn,  Brodheady  Cahoon,  Cambreleng^,  CampbeU,  Carson, 
Chandler,  Ghilton,  CUubome,  Coke,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Coulter,  Cowlea,  Crane,  Crocheron,  Crowninihaeld, 
Daniel,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Desha, 
De  lyitt,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Dwi^ht, 
Egrll,  £llswortb,  Horace  Everett,  Forward,  Foster, 
Gaither,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Halsey,  Ham- 
mons,  Harvey,  Haynes^  Hinds,  Hodges,  Holland,  HofTman, 
Hubbard,  Hantinrton,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Kendall, 
Perkins  Kingf,  Adam  King,  Laniar,  Lea,  Lent,  Lewis, 
LoyaU,  t4impkin,  Magee,  Marr,  Martin,  Thomas  Max- 
well, Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  McCoy,  Mclntire,  Mo- 
nell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Fatton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter, 
Ramsey,  Roane,  Russel,  Sanford,  Scott,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Sill,  Smith,  Speight, 
Richard  Spencer,  Sterigere,  William  L.  Storrs,  Swift, 
Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thompson,  Tracy,  Trezvant,  Tucker, 
>'amuin,  Verplsinck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell 
P.  White, Wilde,  Williams.— 115. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Thursdat,  Jastuabt  6. 
ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose,  and  said  he  had  yestevday  voted 
with  ihe  majority  in  the  rejection  of  the  bill  **  authorizing 
a  change  in  the  disposal  of  land  granted  for  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal."  Understanding  that,  if  the  vote 
i-as  reconsidered,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  would 
move  such  a  modification  of  the  bill  as  would  make  it  more 
uceptable  to  the  House,  he  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
making  that  motion. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  till  the  20th  instant. 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  to  postpone  it  inde6nitely. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  was  not  in  order--a 
motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain  had  the  preference. 

^Ir.  HAYNES  then  moved  to  postpone  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Visrxojr  to  the  od  day  of  March. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  this  motion  was  not  in  order; 
itvasnot  a  privileged  question. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  that  the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  put  on  this  motion,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  65,  nays  84. 

Mr.  POTTER  renewed  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement 

The  SPEAKER  again  decided  tliat  the  motion  was  not 

i«  order. 

Mr.  HAYNES  again  moved  to  postpone  the  motion  to 
the  3d  of  March  {  it  was  bis  opinion  that  the  question 
>hou]d  be  first  put  on  the  longest  time  proposed. 

The  SPEAKER  said—It  is  not  mine. 

Mr.  McCOY  lioped  the  motion  would  not  be  postponed; 
but  that  the  House  would  immediately  decide  upon  the 
q'lcstion  of  rcconsi deration. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said,  if  any  good  reason  could  be  assigned 
'or  reconsideration,  he  did  not  know  that  \\%  should 
oppose  it;  for  instance,  if  the  vote  of  yesterday,  on  re- 
jcctin^  the  bill,  which  was  nearly  two  to  one,  had  been 
^kcn  prematurely.  No  good  reasons  had  been  offered, 
that  he  liad  heard,  for  the  course  tliat  had  been  proposed; 
2nd  the  House  might  in  this  way  be  constantly  discussing 
wltat  they  would  and  what  they  would  not  do,  and  in  the 
tiKi  do  nothing. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  had  made  the  motion  with  a  view 
to  avoid  discussion  at  the  present  time.  The  bill  had  been 
so  recently  debated,  tliat  the  remarks  made  upon  it  .must 
he  fresh  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  and  the  object  of 
postponement  was  the  better  to  nuiture  the  bill,  and  give 
I  '  nie  for  reflection. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  hoped  the  postponement  to  a  day  ccr- 
t^o  would  take  place.  He  would  give  tlie  gentleman 
fpom  Sontli  Carolina  a  reason  for  wishing  it  postponed,  as 
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he  was  at  a  loss  for  one.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  no  doubt, 
and  it  was  a  general  opinion,  that  the  speech  of  the  mem- 
ber from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  BA.BaiireKB,]  against  the 
bill,  yesterday,  was  the  cause  of  its  rejection.  He  sud 
that  the  objection  urged  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  B.  was 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  claim  made  in  the  messages  of 
the  late  and  present  Governor  of  Hlinoia  to  ul  the 
public  lands.  He  said,  it  would  be  remembered  that  that 
ffentleman  had  warned  the  House  against  riving  money 
for  land  which  the  State  was  claiming,  and  would  here- 
after claim,  as  her  own.  Mr.  D.  remarked  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  was  now  in  session,  and,  by  the 
day  fixed,  we  shall  see  whether  it  sanctions  or  adopts  the 
recommendations  of  the  Governors.  He  did  not  think, 
however,  that  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  State,  or 
the  claim  set  up  by  the  Governors,  ought  to  be  introduced 
into  the  debate  on  this  bill,  or  in  this  House;  as  it  was 
strictly  a  legal  question,  that  must,  if  seriously  entertain- 
ed, be  settled  by  another  tribunal.  Mr.  D.  had  other 
reasons  for  wishing  time;  many  of  the  friends  to  the 
measure  were  opposed  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  which  he 
hoped  might  be  obviated  by  a  little  consultation. 

Mr.  STERIGERE  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  for  postpone- 
ment were  the  very  ones  which  should  induce  the  House 
at  tliis  time  to  decide  the  question  of  reconsideration.  If 
the  remarks  of  gentlemen  were  fresh  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House,  they  certainly  now  had  it  in  their  power  to 
act  understandingly  on  the  subject;  whereas,  if  the  ques- 
tion was  postponed,  they  would  be  very  likely  to  forget 
them. 

Mr.  CLAY  said,  in  reply,  that  he  had  not  nuule  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone,  with  a  view  that  gentlemen  might  forget 
the  facts  which  had  been  stated  to  the  House,  but  simply 
to  give  time  for  reflection,  so  that  the  House  might  come 
to  a  proper  concluuon. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Viirroir  to  the 
20lh  instant,  and  decided  in  the  negrative — ^yeaa  70, 
nays  86. 

.  Mr.  HAYNES  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till  the 
4th  of  March  next. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  postpone  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration to  the  13th  instant,  which  took  preference  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Haynks. 

Mr.  DRAPER  called  fur  the  previous  question;  but  the 
House  did  not  sustain  the  call. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  he  saw  no  reason  for  tlius  destroying 
the  bill.  It  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  Western 
country,  and  one  which  it  was  desirable  to  pass;  but,  if 
gentlemen  would  force  a  vote  upon  it  at  this  time,  with- 
out giving  time  for  consultation,  and  ap  opportunity  of  so 
modifying  it  as  to  suit  the  views  of  members,  he  should 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  postponement,  so  that 
the  people  of  that  section  of  the  country,  interested  in  its 
passage,  might  be  enabled  to  learn  how  their  representa* 
tives  had  voted.  He  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  postponement  of  the 
reconsideration  of  the  bill  till  the  13tli  instant,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  94,  nays  87. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  made  another  ineffectual  attempt  to 
get  up  the  Tennessee  land  bill.  He  called  lor  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  his  motion,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the 
House;  and,  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  89,  nays  92. 

LATERAL  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  which 
was  necessary  to  facilitate  the  action  of  the  House  on  a 
bill  now  pending  before  it.  He  meant  the  bill  to.  au- 
thorize the  Baltimore  Railroad  Company  to  extend  a 
branch  from  their  roa<l  to  and  within  tliis  District.     'J  he 
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HouK  had  already,  on  his  motion,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
District  committee,  referred  to  that  committee  the  memo- 
rial of  one  of  the  corporations  of  the  District,  haying  re- 
ference to  that  bill,  on  the  supposition  that,  if  it  passed  in 
Its  present  shape,  it  might  jeopardize  their  rights. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  to  haye  some  reason  assigned  for 
the  reference  proposed. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said,  that  this  morning  he  had  been 
wuted  on  by  an  agfent,  to  state  that  the  Council  of  the 
city  of  Waiiiington  wished  to  be  heard  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; and,  as  the  people  of  this  District  can  nowhere  be 
hMU!^d  on  subjects  affecting  them  so  vitally,  except  before 
the  Committee  "for  the  District  of  Columbia,  he  moved 
that  the  bill  in  question,  together  with  the  amendments 
proposed  to  it,  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

TYm  bill,  Mr.  D.  said,  had  g;ot  on  to  tne  present  stage 
with  much  speed  and  g^od  fortune,  without  ever  having 
been  seen  by  the  comnuttee  to  which  its  consideration  of 
right  belonged.  To  put  this  in  a  plain  point  of  view,  it 
was  necessary  to  observe,  tiiat  nothing  was  asked  of  Con- 
gress in  their  character  of  a  National  Legislature,  but  only 
as  the  Legislature  of  the  District.  The  company  ha^ 
been  incorporated  by  a  charter  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
with  certain  immunities  and  privileges,  one  of  which  was 
a  power  to  extend  from  the  main  road  as  many  lateral  nul- 
ways  as  they  please.  By  virtue  of  their  Maryland  charter, 
they  may  extend  the  contemplated  branch  to  this  District, 
but  without  our  consent  tiiey  cannot  enter  it.  This  con- 
sent they  wish  to  obtain  by  the  bill,  and  nothing  more — 
they  ask  no  funds  nor  aid  whatever.  It  is  evident,  there- 
fore, that  the  consideration  of  this  subject  exchisively,  in 
the  first  instance,  belonged  to  that  committee  whose  duty 
it  was  to  guard,  not  only  the  rights  and  interests  of  this 
people,  who  have  no  representative  here,  but  also  to  take 
care  of  the  property  of  the  nation  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. He  hoped,  therefore,  no  objection  would  be  made 
to  the  reference  he  asked. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  had  no  objection  that  tlie  Com* 
mittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  should  tlirow  as 
strong  ag^ard  around  the  people  of  the  District  as  it 
was  in  their  power  to  do.  It  was  certainly  the  right  and 
the  duty  of  Congress,  as  the  Legislature  for  the  District, 
to  do  so.  But,  while  he  admitted  this,  he  must  be  par- 
doned for  suggesting  another  course,  which  was  more 
agreeable  to  his  views  of  expediency.  If  the  bill  were  to 
be  Uken  from  the  tables  of  the  House,  it  was  impossible 
to  say  when  it  would  find  its  way  back  again.  It  w^as  an 
unususil  course,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  recommit  a  bill 
when  it  had  arrived  at  the  stage  of  the  one  now  referred 
to.  He  saw  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  modifying  the  bill, 
if  it  was  desirable.  One  amendment  had  already  been 
offered  by  his  colleague,  and  others  could  be  by  gentle- 
men, if  it  was  desirable,  without  a  recommitment.  He 
asked  if  the  purpose  of  the  chairman  of  the  District  com- 
mittee woula  not  be  as  well  answered,  if  the  bill  were 
made  the  order  for  some  particular  day?  and  in  the  mean 
time  he  could  prepare  such  amendments  as  he  considered 
desirable,  which  could  be  offered  when  the  bill  came  up 
for  consideration.  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  for  the  road,  and 
notiiing  else.  He  consulted  the  interest  of  no  particular 
company  or  corporation,  nor  did  he  care  by  whom  it  was 
constructed.  He  earnestfy  desired  to  see  the  work  com- 
pleted. The  reason  why  he  was  opposed  to  Uking  the 
bill  from  the  table  was,  because  of  its  great  importance, 
and  the  necessity  there  was  for  iu  being  acted  upon  at  an 
early  day.  A  great  deal  was  to  be  done  before  operations 
could  be  commenced  upon  the  road,  and  it  was  highly 
expedient  that  it  should  be  commenced  by  the  latter 
end  of  the  winter,  or  early  part  of  the  spring.  If  the  ope- 
ration was  delayed  till  the  summer  season,  there  was 
reason  to  fear  that  the  work  would  be  retarded  for  a  whole 
year.  The  sugg^tion  he  had  made,  if  tlie  House  should 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  a  motion  to  that  effect,  he 


thought,  would  enable  the  chaurman  of  the  District  com- 
mittee to  give  the  subject  all  possible  attention  and  exam- 
ination, and  he  hoped  he  woukl  not  press  his  motion  for 
recommitment. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said  that  he  could  not  yield  to  the 
wish  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland;  nor  could  he  un- 
derstand by  what  reason  gentlemen  assumed  to  saj  Uiat  a 
reference  would  defeat  the  bill.  Such  was  not  his  desire, 
nor  could  it  be  that  of  the  Committee  for  the  District,  or 
its  inhabitants.  So  far  from  this,  he  intended  to  propose 
to  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  sit  during  its  sitting  on  Mon- 
day next,  and  to  devote  that  day  to  an  examination  of  the 
subject,  and  to  a  hearing  of  the  parties. 

He  thought  he  could  comprehend  another  suggestion 
made  by  a  gentleman  from  Maryland,  without  much  diffi- 
culty. He  has  said  that,  unless  the  bill  shall  pass  soon, 
and  nearly  in  its  present  shape,  the  road  cannot  be  made. 
In  reply  to  this  remark,  he  would  say,  that,  in  its  present 
shape,  he  did  not  sec  how  any  man  who  properly  re- 
spected the  interests  of  this  city,  or  who  would  pay  a  pro- 
per regard  for  the  public  property  in  it,  could  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  was  opposed  to  botii  motions.  He 
viewed  the  matter  in  this  light:  there  was  a  struggle  be- 
tween two  sections  of  the  county  of  Washington,  to  see 
which  could  reap  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  road.  The  fact  was,  if  the  road  was 
not  speedily  constructed,  it  would  not  be  made  at  all, 
and  thus  the  citizens  of  the  District  would  lose  the  benefit 
of  it.  The  corporation  chartered  by  Maryland  was  willing 
to  make  the  road;  they  had  the  means  to  do  it,  and  would 
do  it  without  any  expense,  or  any  injury  to  the  property 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District.  If  it  was  desirable  te 
the  people  of  the  metropolis  to  have  the  road  constructed, 
now  was  the  time  for  the  action  of  Congress,  as  their 
legislators.  Pass  the  present  bill,  and  io  it  speedily, 
and  the  citizens  would  soon  reap  the  benefits  of  the  pro- 
posed measure. 

Mr.  SEMMES  opposed  the  motion  for  commitment. 
There  was  g^eat  necessity,  he  said,  for  acting  on  the  bifl 
as  speedily  as  possible,  not  only  on  account  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  proposed  work,  but  there  was  danger  that,  if 
the  bill  was  taken  from  the  tables  of  the  House,  it  woi.ld 
be  a  long  time  before  it  would  regain  its  present  situation. 
There  were  a  number  of  subjects  likely  to  come  before 
the  House — the  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution; 
the  bill  to  apportion  the  representation  under  tltc  fifth 
census;  perhaps  the  tariff  question,  and  no  doubt  others, 
the  discussion  of  which  would  be  likely  to  retard  the  ac- 
tion of  the  House  on  this  bill,  if  it  was  recommitted.  For 
his  part,  he  should  prefer  to  make  it  the  special  order  for 
some  day  certain,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  by  consultation, 
and  examination  of  the  various  interests  concerned,  gen- 
tlemen  would  be  prepared  to  offer  such  amendments  as 
were  necessary,  when  the  bill  came  up  for  the  action  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  regretted  very  much  tiie  opposi- 
tion which  had  been  made  to  the  motion  of  the  grntleman 
from  Virginia,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  He 
thought  that  the  course  proposed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
District  committee  was  the  best.  The  course  pursued  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  who  had  spoken  on  thesub< 
ject,  was,  in  his  opinion,  incon'ect.  He  thoug^it  this  waJ 
a  fair  subject  for  the  investigation  of  the  District  comuiit' 
tee.  The  bill  was  now  in  the  possession  of  the  House, 
and  such  disposition  could  be  made  of  it  as  gentlemeo 
chose.  If  the  House  was  determined  to  give  it  the  go-bVi 
it  could  be  done  now;  but,  if  it  was  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  when  reported  bv  them) 
it  could  be  made  the  order  for  a  day  certain,  and  rcceirf 
the  early  action  of  the  House.  The  present  was  a  ca'^e  U 
which  the  friends  of  internal  improvement  should  unite  t( 
ensure  the  success  of  the  proposed  measure;  and  if  theri 
ever  was  a  subject  calling  for  their  united  exertion,  tbi 
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was  one.  If  the  gentlemen  from  Maryland  wished  for  the 
success  of  the  proposed  oieasuret  he  was  fimily  of  the  be* 
lief  that  they  uiould  concur  in  tlie  proposed  reference  to 
the  District  committee. 

Mi.  HOFFMAN  expressed  himself  in  ikvor  of  the  mo- 
tion. He  should  be  glad  to  hare  the  whole  matter  refer- 
red  to  the  District  committee.  This  be  considered  by  fitr 
the  better  course;  they  would  become  acquainted  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  District,  and  obtain  all 
the  necessary  information  to  enable  the  House  to  act  un- 
derstanding^ly  on  the  subject.  The  House  would  thus 
have  it  in  its  power  to  get  along  with  the  more  ease,  and 
the  subject  would  undoubtedly  be  tlie  sooner  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  was  of  opinion  that,  if  the  motion 
prevailed,  the  bill  would  be  lost.  He  should  oppose  eve- 
r)'  motion  that  tended  to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  inter- 
ference of  the  people  of  the  District  in  the  legislation  of 
the  House  relative  to  the  proposed  road.  If  they  were 
allowed  to  interfere  as  it  suited  their  particular  interests, 
ve  should  consume  ^ears  in  acting  on  this  or  any  other 
subject  The  question  was  a  simple  one — ^the  company 
asked  for  no  aid,  but  simply  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of 
making  the  road.  It  was  not  proper  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  any  individual  or  corporation  to  say  where  the  road 
should  be  located.  There  was  no  engineer  wanted  to  ex- 
amine and  mark  out  the  route  of  the  road.  The  Balti- 
more company  ofiered  to  make  it  free  of  expense,  and 
they  should  be  allowed  to  locate  and  cany  it  where  their 
interest  would  be  most  promoted. 

Mr.  IHRIE  said,  there  were  various  and  conflicting  in- 
terests among  the  citizens  of  the  District,  and  it  was  pro- 
per that,  before  receiving  the  action  of  the  House,  the  bill 
should  go  where  it  had  never  yet  been,  viz.  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia.  Congress  was  the 
sole  Legislature  for  the  District,  and  it  was  its  bounden 
duty  to  watch  over  its  interests,  and  protect  the  people  in 
all  their  rights.  Therefore,  it  was  expedient  that  the  bill 
should  take  the  course  proposed.  He  was  in  favor  of  the 
construction  of  the  road,  but  he  wished  it  located  where 
H  would  best  subserve  the  interests,  and  tend  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  District.  He  had,  bowerer,  risen  princi- 
paliy  to  draw  the  stttention  of  the  House  to  one  of  its  rules, 
and  he  called  for  the  reading  of  it.  It  was  read  by  the 
Clerk,  as  follows:  '•  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  take  into  consideration  all 
<uch  petitions,  matters,  or  things,  touching  the  said  Dis- 
^t,  as  shaU  be  presented,  or  «iaU  come  in  question,  and 
be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report  their 
opinion  thereon,  together  with  such  propositions  relative 
thereto,  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient." 

Kr.  DRAYTON  inquired  whether  the  memorial,  asking 
for  liberty  to  construct  the  road  within  the  District,  had 
o(en  presented  by  citizens  of  the  District,  or  hf  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Raih-oad  Company. 

He  was  answered,  by  the  latter. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  expressed  himself  very  strongly  in 
faror  of  the  motion  before  the  House.  It  was  an  absurd 
idea  that  the  citizens  of  the  District  should  not  be  allowed 
fo  remonstrate  against  an^  measure  that  was  not  for  their 
mterest;  or  that  any  portion  of  them  should  not  be  per- 
jnitted  to  memorialize  Congress,  either  to  obtain  a  benefit 
jfom  any  proposed  act  of  legislation,  or  to  prevent  an  in- 
jury likely  to  arise  therefrom.  The  people  of  this  Dis- 
|nct  were  almost  disfranchised;  and  he  thought  it  would 
he  a  hard  case  to  debar  them  from  enjoying  the  little 
hberty  that  was  left  them.  He  saw  nothing  wrong  in 
consulting  with  the  people  before  passings  laws  by  which 
^y  were  to  be  governed.  He  considered  the  doctrine 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  as  a  very  singular  one, 
and  should  be  sorry  if  it  prevailed  to  any  great  extent 
He  thought  the  request  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
*'c'y  reasonable  one,  and  hoped  it  would  be^nted. 

Ml-.  HOWARD  said,  that,  when  the  memorial  was  sent 


to  him  to  be  presented  to  the  House,  he  had  searched  the 
records  to  know  to  what  committee  he  should  propose  its 
reference.  He  had  found  two  cases  of  a  similar  nature, 
(which  he  stated,)  one  of  which  had  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals^  and  the  other  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was  conse- 
quently at  a  loss  to  know  what  direction  to  g^ve  it.  The 
gentleman  who  had  just  addressed  the  House  had  sud  that 
it  was  not  riglit  to  pass  laws  having  relation  to  the  District, 
without  consulting  with  the  people  thereof.  He  concur- 
red with  him  in  this  opinion.  When  the  petition  was  pre- 
sented, it  was  noticed  in  the  public  papers,  and  was  pub- 
lished at  large  in  one  of  them  the  next  day.  If  the  peo- 
ple here  had  any  objections  to  the  proposed  measure,  why 
did  they  not  appear  before  the  Standing  Committee  for 
the  District,  and  state  them.  That  committee  had  been 
in  session  on  many  days  since,  and  thus  gave  the  citizens 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard,  if  they  had  any  remonstrance 
to  oner;  but  no  one  had  appeared  before  iU  It  was  incon- 
sistent to  say,  therefore,  that  an  opportunity  had  not  been 
g^ven  them  to  be  heard.  The  committee  was  at  all  times 
accessible,  and  no  complaint  cotdd  be  made  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Bir.  H.  would  remark,  that  no  injury  could  possibly 
arise  to  the  citizens,  or  the  corporations  of  the  District, 
by  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  It  was  carefully 
wordedC — ^the  road  was  not  to  interfere  with  or  obstruct 
the  travel  or  transportation  on  any  street;  and  all  private 
property  necessarily  condemned  was  to  be  paid  for;  so 
that  the  interests  of  the  corporations  had  not  been  over- 
looked b^  the  committee  which  had  reported  the  biU.  He 
trusted,  m  conclusion,  that  the  bill  would  not  be  thrown 
from  the  table,  and  thus  lose  a  station  which  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  ever  regain. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said,  that,  if  he  could  rightly  under- 
stand the  bill,  (and  he  read  it  attentively  with  that  view,  > 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  this  road  from  passing  through 
the  northwest  comer  of  Georgetown,  so  as  to  meet  the 
Ohio  and  Chesapeake  canal,  at  or  above  the  Little  Falls, 
which  would  prostrate  the  value  of  property  in  this  city 
either  held  under  or  by  the  United  States.  The  other 
argument,  that  this  bill  had  already  been  under  the  consi- 
deration of  a  committee  who  had  attended  to  the  interests 
of  the  District,  and  before  which  the  inhabitants  might 
have  appeared  and  defended  their  interests,' he  thought^ 
admitted  of  this  reply:  that  the  same  thing  might  be  urg- 
ed, and  with  the  same  propriety,  if  the  former  reference 
had  been  to  any  other  standing  committee— that  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  for  instance. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  referring  the  bill  to  tlie 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  66,  nays  57 * 

COPYRIGHTS. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  "to  amend  the  several  acts 
respecting  copyrights." 

[The  last  section  of  the  bill  was  substantially  as  follows: 

Sec.  16.  That  any  author  or  authors,  &c.  of  any  book,  &c. 
who  have  heretofore  obtained  the  copyright  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  law,  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  act, 
for  such  period  of  time  as  would,  together  with  the  time 
which  should  have  elapsed  from  the  first  entry  of  such 
copyright,  make  up  the  term  of  tv^enty-eight  years,  with 
the  same  privilege  to  himself,  or  themselves,  his  or  their 
widow,  child,  or  children,  of  renewing  the  copjrright  at 
the  expiration  thereof,  as  is  jprovided  in  relation  to  copy- 
rights originally  secured  under  the  act,  and  with  the  benefit 
the  several  provisions  thereof,  &c. 

This  last  section  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  by  instruction  of 
the  Judiciary  committee,  proposed  to  strike  out,  and  to  in- 
sert, in  lieu  thereof,  the  toUowing: 

**jSnd  be  it  further  enaded.  That,  whenever  a  cop>Tight 
has  been  heretofore  obtained  by  any  author,  or  authors. 
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inventory  designer,  or  engraver,  of  any  book,  map,  chart, 
print,  cut,  or  engraving,  or  by  a  proprietor  of  tlie  same, 
if  such  author,  or  authors,  or  eltiicr  of  them,  such  inven- 
tor, designer,  or  engraver,  be  living  at  the  passage  of  this 
act,  then  such  author,  or  authors,  or  the  survivor  of  them, 
such  inventor,  designer,  or  eng^ver,  shall  continue  to  have 
the  same  exclusive  right  to  lib  book,  chart,  map,  print,  cut, 
or  engraving,  with  the  benefit  of  each  and  all  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  for  the  security  thereof,  for  such  additional  pe- 
riod of  time  as  will,  together  with  the  time  which  shall  have 
elapsed  from  the  first  entry  of  such  copyright,  make  up  the 
term  of  twenty-eight  years,  with  the  same  right  to  his 
widow,  child,  or  children,  to  renew  the  copyright  at  the  ex- 
piration thereof,  as  is  above  provided  in  relation  to  copy- 
rights originally  secured  under  this  act.  And  if  such  author, 
or  authors,  inventor,  designer,  or  engraver,  shall  not  be 
living  at  the  passage  of  wis  act,  tlien  his  or  their  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like 
exclusive  enjoyment  of  said  copyri^t,  with  the  benefit  of 
each  and  all  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  the  security 
thereof,  for  the  period  of  twenty-eight  years  from  the  first 
entry  of  said  copyright,  with  the  like  privileges  of  renewal 
to  the  widow,  child,  or  children  of  such  author,  or  authors, 
designer,  inventor,  or  engraver,  as  is  provided  in  relation 
to  copyrights  orinnaUy  secured  uiKler  this  act:  Provided^ 
That  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  copjrri^ht  heretofore 
secured,  the  term  of  which  has  already  expired.''] 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  opposed  the  bill,  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  at  variance  with  everv  principle  of  sound  policy. 
It  went  to  establish  a  monopoly  of  which  authors  alone 
would  reap  tlie  advantage,  to  the  public  detriment.  The 
people  had  rights  to  be  secured  as  well  as  authors  and 
publishers:  and  he  would  submit  to  the  House  whether 
it  would  not  be  better,  in  a  case  of  such  importance,  to 
send  tlie  bill  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  where 
every  pai't  of  it  could  be  fuUy  discussed.  He  instanced 
the  case  of  any  person  discovering  or  inventing  any  useful 
improvement  in  the  arts,  taking  out  a  patent,  and  being 
obliged  to  lodg^  a  full  specification  and  an  entire  model  of 
his  work  in  tlie  proper  office,  and  that,  too,  so  accurately 
and  minutely,  Uiat  a  similar  one  could  be  made  from  the 
model  and  description;  and  yet,  even  then,  the  applicant 
received  his  patent  right  for  fourteen  years  only,  and,  at 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  hii  invention  became  the 
property  of  the  public. 

So  it  should  be,  said  Mr.  H.,  with  the  author  or  pub- 
lisher. There  was  an  implied  contract  between  them  and  the 
public.  They,  in  virtue  of  their  copyright,  sold  their 
books  to  the  latter  at  an  exorbitant  rate;  and  the  hitter, 
therefore,  had  the  right  to  avail  themselves  of  the  work, 
when  the  copyright  expired.  Besides,  it  would  be  a  breach 
of  contract  with  those  booksellers  who  had  purchased 
copyrights  of  authors  heretofore,  and  whose  rights  would 
be  infiinged  upon,  should  the  privileges  of  the  authors  of 
works  be  extended  a&  proposed  by  the  bill.  He  trusted 
that,  if  they  would  legislate  upon  the  subject,  they  would 
legislate  so  as  to  leave  the  rights  of  all  interested  in  this 
matter  precisely  in  their  present  state. 

Mr.  EJLLS WORTH  vindicated  the  bill,  which,  he  con- 
tended,  would,  in  its  results,  enhance  the  litenry  charac- 
ter of  the  countiy,  bv  holding  forth  to  men  of  learning 
and  genius  additional  inducements  to  devote  their  time 
and  talents  to  literature  and  the  fine  arts.  He  moved  an 
amendment,  extending  the  security  afforded  by  the  act  to 
living  authors,  and,  in  the  event  of  their  dea,th,  and  their 
leav'mg  families,  to  the  family,  for  a  further  period  of  twelve 
years. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  replied;  and  was  followed  by 
Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  who  strenuously  supported  the 
measure,  as  one  that  would  do  honor  to  the  country,  and 
promote,  in  the  most  eminent  degree,  tlie  advancement  of 
all  that  ennobles  and  dignifies  intellectual  man.  He  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  in  particular,  as  no  more  than  an 


act  of  pure  justice;  for  why,  he  asked,  should  the  tuthor 
who  had  sold  his  copyright  a  week  ago,  be  placed  in  a 
worse  situation  than  the  author  who  should  sell  his  vork 
the  day  after  the  passing  of  that  act?  He  wotdd  cite  a  ain- 

?4e  case  by  way  of  illustration.  Webster's  Dictionary, 
or  instance,  that  unrivalled  work,  that  monument  of  the 
learning,  industry,  and  genius  of  its  author.  What,  he 
inquired,  should  that  great  work,  the  labor  of  a  whole  life, 
be  secured  to  its  author,  under  the  existing  law,  onlr  for 
the  term  allowed  in  the  event  of  the  passing  of  a  biU  ex- 
tending the  period  of  copyrights?  No:  all  casei  came 
within  the  spirit  of  the  measure;  and  justice,  policy,  and 
equity  alike  forbade  that  any  distinction  should  be  made 
between  them. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  adverted  to  the  argument  of  his 
friend  and  colleague,  [Mr.  Hoffmaic,]  as  to  an  implied 
contract  existing  between  an  author  and  the  public,  hj 
which  the  former  relinquishes  his  right  to  his  works,  at  the 
end  of  fi>urteen  years,  to  the  public.    The  whole  argu- 
ment was  founded  on  a  mistake,  apparent  to  the  eye  of 
common  sense,  and  repugnant  to  the  law  of  the  land. 
There  was  no  contract;  tbe  work  of  an  author  was  the 
result  of  his  own  labor.     It  was  a  riglit  of  property  exist- 
ing before  the  law  of  copyrights  had  been  made.    That 
statute  did  not  give  the  right,  it  only  secured  it;  it  pro- 
vided a  legal  remedy  for  the  infringement  of  the  right, 
and  that  was  the  sum  of  it.     It  was,  he  repeated,  merely 
a  legal  provision  for  the  protection  of  a  natural  riglit. 
That  right  was  acknowledged  by  all,  and  hence  the  dis- 
g^ce  attendant  on  plagiarism  and  literary  piracy.    It  was 
so  held  in  England;  and  in  the  great  case  of  literary  pro- 
perty, tried  before  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  the  judges 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  an  author  had  an  inhe- 
rent right  in  the  property  of  his  works.     The  bill  before 
tlie  House  went  merely  to  extend  the  remedy  to  twentv- 
eight  years.     It  was  not  tlie  granting  of  a  property.  Such 
is  the  view,  said  Mr.  V., taken  of  it  in  the  constitution  oi 
the  United  States,  and  such  is  my  opinion  of  it.    I  con- 
ceive the  bill  and  the  amendment  ought  to  pass  into  a 
law,  as  I  consider  the  measure  not  only  p<^tic  and  proper, 
but  a  necessary  act  of  common  justice. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  rejoined.  His  colleague  who  had 
Just  sat  down,  liad  spoken  of  the  right  of  authors,  wd 
had  described  the  copyright  act  as  simply  a  remedy  for 
the  abuse  of  that  rigiit.  That  seemed  to  him  [Mr.  H-j 
as  amounting  almost  to  a  contradiction  in  terms:  for  he 
knew  of  no  right  but  a  remedial  right;  and  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  leave  authors  every  rirht  possible,  pro- 
vided they  were  not  granted  the  extended  remedy  of  the 
present  bill. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  and  Mr.  HOFFMAN  mutually  ex- 
plained. ... 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  supported  the  m 
and  amendment.  , 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Ellswokth  was  then  read,  and 

agreed  to*  ., 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  stnRe 
out  twenty-eight  years,  and  insert  fourteen;  but  the  pro- 
position was  negatived.  , 
The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossco 
for  a  tliird  reading  to-morrow — ^yeasSl,  nays  31;  and 
The  House  adjourned. 

FaiVAT,  jAirUART  7. 

[For  the  report,  see  the  Appendix.] 

REDUCTION  OF  BOUNTIES. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE,  frbm  the  Committee  of  Wavs  an( 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  reduce  the  bounty  on  pickle< 
fish  exported. 

It  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  Mcduffie  said  that  the  bill  was  one  of  gre* 
importance;  and  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  pass  spce 
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dilr,  as  fish  that  might  be  exported  before  the  first  of  the 
month,  were  entitled,  by  the  present  law,  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  bounty  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
present  bill  to  reduce.  He  moved,  therefore,  that  it  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading^. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  rose  to  request  that  the  bill  mi|rht 
lay  on  the  table  for  a  short  time,  to  give  an  opportunity 
to  examine  it  The  first  notice  the  House  have  of  the 
bill  is,  by  having  it  read  by  the  Clerk;  and  it  is  propowd 
to  Congress  to  pass  it  without  a  moment's  time  for  reflec- 
tion or  examination  of  its  provisions.  It  may  be  all  right, 
and  such  as  we  ought  to  pass;  but,  as  it  relates  to  an  im- 
portant portion  of  citizens,  who  are  indispensable  to  our 
narigating  interest  and  to  our  navy,  Mr.  A.  wished,  at 
least,  for  an  opportunity  to  read  the  bill  before  he  g^ve 
his  vote  upon  it.  He  felt  a  deep  interest  in  whatever  re- 
lated to  our  commerce  and  our  navy,  the  prosperity  of 
vhich  depended  on  our  fisheries;  and  whatever  depresses 
the  latter,  would  most  assuredly  be  felt  by  the  former. 
Every  maritime  Power  has  seen  the  importance  of  en- 
couraging and  increamng  her  fisheries,  as  the  only  sure 
foundation  of  her  commercial  and  naval  prosperity;  and 
he  hoped  we  should  not  lightly,  and  without  the  usual 
consideration,  pass  any  bill  that  might,  in  its  consequences, 
injure  this  nursery  of  our  seamen,  and  render  our  navy 
dependent  on  foreigners  for  men.  Look,  for  a  moment, 
to  Great  Britain,  tlie  greatest  Power  on  the  ocean,  and 
let  us  be  mindful  to  profit  by  experience.  See  the  en- 
couragement she  has  given,  and  still  gives,  to  maintain 
and  increase  her  fisheries.  Her  fisheries  pay  no  duty  on 
alt,  and  yet  she  g*^es  a  greater  bounty  than  we  ever  have 
given  ours;  theeitects  of  which  are  seen  both  in  her  mer- 
chant ships  and  men  of  war,  all  manned  with  her  own 
subjects.  Not  so  with  ours.  At  this  very  hour,  one-third 
of  all  the  Bailors  in  our  tonnage  afloat  are  foreigners;  and 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  send  a  single  frigate  to  sea  with  a 
full  complement  of  native  sailors.  The  bad  effects  of  this 
practice  of  manning  our  ships  will  be  severely  felt  wheh 
%  war  shall  call  us  on  the  ocean.  Mr.  A.  did  not  know 
that  this  bill  wotild  have  any  injurious  effect  on  the 
fisheries,  yet  still  he  wished  a  short  time  to  examine 
it,  and  requested  that  it  might  lay  on  the  table  until 
Monday. 

Mr.  REED  said,  the  subject  had  come  upon  them  in  so 
unexpected  a  manner,  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to 
intet  it  and  disciiss  its  merits  at  once.  He  was  opposed 
to  its  being  thus  rapidly  disposed  of,  before  an  opportu- 
nity was  afforded  to  those  who  might  be  interested  in  it, 
to  give  it  a  due  and  proper  conaderation.  Mr.  Jefferson, 
when  Secretary  of  State,  had  entered  into  a  full  investi- 
g»tion  of  the  matter,  and  presented  a  report  upon  it, 
vhich  was,  perhaps,  unknown  to  many,  but  which  ought 
to  he  in  tlie  hands  of  all  whose  duty  it  was  to  legislate 
respecting  it.  In  that  report,  he  took  a  review  of  the 
practice  in  England  and  France,  those  two  great  commer- 
cial nations,  with  regard  to  the  system  of  bounties  gene- 
"^'yi  but,  in  particular,  as  respected  the  fisheries.  In 
pfder  that  the  opinions  of  that  great  statesman  on  this  sub- 
ject might  be  known,  he  was  anxious  for  the  republishing 
of  that  report.  It  was  as  applicable  to  the  present  day, 
w  to  the  period  for  which  it  was  written.  The  question 
was  one  of  infinite  importance.  The  fisheries,  although 
M  direct  interest  to  one  class  of  the  community  only,  were 
yet  of  advanta^  to  all:  for  our  trade,  our  commerce, 
ttd  our  navigation  were  all,  more  or  less,  affected  by  it. 
He  would  go  further;  he  would  state  that  the  fishing  busi- 
ness was  so  poor,  that  no  nation  cotild  engage  in  it  with- 
JJ»t  the  encoura^ment  afforded  by  national  bounties. 
He  could  state  this  from  his  own  personal  observation;  at 
[east,  as  far  as  our  own  fislieties  were  concerned.  And 
'et  gentlemen  also  look  to  the  fiict,  that  those  fisheries 
contributed  to  the  best  defence  of  the  country.  He  did 
•^ot  speak  of  future  war*-*he  did  not  anticipate  such 


evils—but  should  we  not  be  exempt  from  such  scourges, 
where  would  our  battles  be  fought?  Not  upon  the  soil  of 
our  country,  but  upon  the  waves  of  the  ocean.  The  tri- 
umphs of  the  last  war  were  not,  and  never  could  be,  for- 
gotten. The  fisheries  had  been  the  nurseries  of  our 
seamen,  and  long  might  they  continue  to  be  so.  He  con- 
cluded by  stating  that  he  considered  the  biU  to  have  a 
tendency  to  destroy  that  valuable  brianch  of  our  com- 
merce, and  to  root  up  the  school  of  our  most  hardy, 
enterprising,  and  skilrul  seamen.  There  had  been  no 
change  in  the  policy  of  other  nations  in  respect  to  the 
finery  bounties:  Holland,  England,  and  France  had  con- 
tinued their  systems,  and  prospered  under  them.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  be  postponed  for  a  few  days;  and  if 
no  other  member  of  the  House  should  make  a  motion  to 
that  effect,  he  himself  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  said  that  he  did  not  sec  the  policv  of 
the  postponement.  The  argument  of  the  gpentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rskd]  was  founded  on  a  mistaken 
basis.  Every  one  knew  that  a  large  bounty  was  g^ven  on 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  employed  for  four  months  in  the 
year  in  the  fishing  trade;  and  the  law  he  proposed  did 
not  effect  this.  It  went  merely  to  effect  a  corresponding 
reduction  in  the  boimtv  to  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
salt.  The  duty  on  salt  was  formerly  twenty  cents  per 
bushel — and  a  bushel  of  salt,  he  believed,  was  sufficient 
to  pickle  a  barrel  of  fish.  That  duty  was  now  only  ten 
cents  per  bushel;  and  would  any  gentleman  then  say,  that 
the  same  bounty  should  be  allowed  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other?  If  a  delay  is  wished  in  this  case,  why,  let  it  be 
granted;  but,  said  Mr.  McD.,  I  give  notice  that,  on  the 
further  discussion  of  this  subject,  I  may,  perhaps,  be  in- 
duced to  go  into  the  question  of  the  bounty  on  tonnage.  I 
did  hope  that  no  opposition  would  have  been  offered  to  this 
measure.    I  am  wiUing  that  it  be  postponed  until  Monday. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said  that  it  was  his  intention  to  investi- 
gate the' whole  of  the  bounty  system.  Salt  and  the  fish- 
eries were  not  the  only  articles  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country.  He  wished  gentlemen  to  understand  that  he 
should  enter  particularly  into  the  question  of  drawbacks. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  bill  was  postponed 
until  Monday. 

CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  tlien,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Fiitdlat  in  the 
chair,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie  bill  **  for  the 
relief  of  James  Monroe."  The  question  before  the 
House  being  on  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Writtlcsbt,  when 
the  bill  was  last  under  consideration,  to  strike  out  the  en- 
acting clatise  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said,  this  was  a  delicate  question,  and 
he  was  sorry  to  be  impelled  by  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
sense  of  duty  to  resist  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  had, 
as  far  as  opportunity  would  enable  him  to  do  so,  examined 
the  subject,  and  was  clearly  convinced  the  claim  was 
wholly  destitute  of  foundation.  If  it  be  tested  by  the 
laws  and  usages  of  the  country,  it  will  be  found  that 
Cong^ss  has  not  only  dealt  justly,  but  generously,  with 
the  individual  whose  demand  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
consider. 

Let  me  not,  sai<l  Mr.  W.,  be  suspected  of  a  design  to 
make  an  appeal  to  popular  topics,  or  to  use  declamatory 
language,  when  I  say  that  in  this  country  all  men  are  equal; 
that  separate  or  exclusive  privileges  and  immunities  are 
not  to  be  allowed  to  any  one.  This  is  the  vital  principle 
of  the  republic,  the  genius  of  our  Government,  and  no 
measure  in  contravention  of  it  should  ever  be  proposed — 
or,  if  proposed,  it  should  certainly  not  be  adopted.  If  a 
law  be  passed  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  individual,  that 
principle  of  equality  which  is  essential  to,  and  inseparable 
from,  the  very  nature  of  our  poUtical  institutions,  requires 
-.-nay,  sir,  demands,  that  all  our  citizens  should  be  simi- 
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larly  benefited.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  setting'  aside 
the  sum  to  be  paid,  the  claim  of  Mr.  Monroe  is  very  im- 
portant. The  sum  proposed  to  be  given  to  him  is  sixty- 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  nine- 
ty-six cents;  which  is  a  larg^  amount,  considering  it  merely 
as  a  private  claim.  But  g^eat  as  the  sum  is.  It  is  not  at  all 
comparable  in  magnitude  to  tlie  principle  involved  in  it, 
because  the  same  kind  of  g^nt  must  and  should  be  made 
to  every  other  citizen  similarly  situated.  For,  if  not,  that 
equal  condition  of  rights  and  privileges,  in  which  all  are 
taught  to  repose  in  confidence  and  safety,  will  not  be 
maintained. 

We  were  told  tlie  other  day  that  there  were  some  sub- 
jects into  which  members  of  this  House  would  not  inquire. 
If  any  gentleman  chooses  to  decide  questions  before  him 
without  examination,  be  it  so;  it  is  nothing'  to  me;  it  is  an 
affair  between  him  and  his  constituenU.  But  I  think  my 
duty  best  performed  when  I  have  given  to  every  subject 
the  fullest  examination  of  which  I  am  capable,  and  luive 
decided  it  according  to  the  weight  of  evidence  before  me. 
It  afibrds  me  no  pleasure  to  oppose  any  claim,  whether  it 
comes  from  a  distinguished  citizen,  from  one  who  has  fill- 
ed all  the  high  offices  in  the  country,  or  from  one  whose 
life  has  always  been  private  and  obscure,  and  who  never 
has  filled  any  office.  But  distinguished  citizens,  if  they 
persevere  in  making  demands  of  the  Government,  must 
expect  to  have  their  claims  examined;  they  must  and  shall 
be  dealt  with  by  me  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were 
people  the  most  humble  and  obscure:  and  if  the  claims  of 
the  latter  are  to  b«  relected,  so  must  those  of  the  former. 
No  difference  should  be  made,  but  equal  and  exact  justice 
should  characterize  all  our  proceedings. 

From  what  we  have  heard  in  this  House,  and  from  what 
has  been  going  on  out  of  it,  one  might  be  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  Monroe  had  served  his  country  for  nothing; 
that  throughout  a  long  life,  embracing  a  period  of  many 
years,  this  distinguished  patriot  had  devoted  himself  to  the 
public  without  any  compensation  whatever.  But  is  this 
the  fact?  No,  sir,  it  is  not.  So  fiir  from  it,  that  it  may 
be  affirmed  as  a  truth  well  established  and  beyond  all  doubt 
or  contradiction,  that  he  has  received  more  of  the  pub- 
lic money  than  any  other  citizen  in  the  whole  country. 
In  a  publication  made  by  the  late  Governor  of  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Giles,)  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Monroe  had  then  re- 
ceived as  much  as  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the 
public  money.  This  stateqjent  has  never  been  denied  or 
contradicted  by  any  one;  and  I  believe  it  can  be  verified 
by  recorded  evidence  on  file  in  the  various  departments  of 
tlie  Government.  If  this  be  true— and  I  presume  no  one 
will  attempt  to  deny  it — ^what  conclusion  roust  follow? 
Not  that  Mr.  Monroe  has  8er\'ed  for  nothing;  not  that  he 
has  labored  through  a  long  life  without  any  compensation; 
but  that  in  serving  the  public  he  has  also  served  himself; 
tliat  he  has  been  paid  -four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which  is  a  greater  sum  tlian  any  other  man  has  received. 
If  any  one  has  ever  had  so  much,  the  fiict  has  entirely 
escaped  my  observation.  Very  certain  I  am  that  General 
Washington  did  not;  neither  did  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Jefier- 
soji,  or  Mr.  Madison,  who  were  his  predecessors  in  the 
Presidential  office.  Has  anv  other  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  an  equal  amount?  I  believe  not.  Confident  I 
am  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  Secretary  of  the  War,  or  Navy  Department,  or 
Attorney  General,  nor  any  member  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, has  received  a  sum  by  any  means  comparable  to  that 
whicti  has  already  been  paid  to  Mr.  Monroe.  Why,  then, 
should  it  be  said  that  this  distinguished  individual — for  dis- 
tinguished I  admit  him  to  be — has  not  been  duly  compen- 
sated for  his  services?  Why  should  the  Government  be 
reproached,  as  it  has  been  in  many  places,  with  turning  a 
deaf  year  to  his  well-founded  complaints?  Sir,  I  deny  the 
correctness  of  these  allegations.  I  contend  tliat  full, 
ample,  and  complete  justice  has  been  already  done  to  him; 


that  the  Government  baa  treated  him,  not  only  with  jus* 
tice,  but  with  generosity,  reference  being  had  to  the  law 
and  usag^  which  regulate  and  control  the  settlement  of 
accounts  in  all  analogt>us  cases. 

It  is  prima  facie  evidence  against  the  Justice  of  this 
claim,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  refused  to  allow  it.  In  his  ad- 
ministration, the  greater  part  of  the  service  was  perform- 
ed. He  best  knew  the  value  of  those  services,  and  conse- 
quently could  best  measure  the  amount  of  compensation 
to  which  the  individual  who  rendered  them  was  entitled. 
Af^er  the  lapse  of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  when  only  a  few, 
if  any,  of  us  can  have  personal  koowledee  of  the  transac- 
tions referred  to,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things — ^it  is,  in- 
deed, impossible — we  should  be  as  well  qualified  to  ap- 
preciate the  merits  of  the  individual,  or  the  value  of  the 
services  he  rendered,  as  those  who  were  contemporary 
with  him;  who  were  eye-witnesses  of  his  labor;  who  bad 
the  kindest  feelings  towards  him;  and  who  had  ample 
power  to  remunerate  him  for  every  sacrifice.  This  fact 
of  itself  raises  in  my  mind  a  strong  presumption  against 
the  justice  of  the  clium,  and,  unless  it  be  countervailed  by 
evidence  of  greater  weight,  I  should  think  the  House 
would  be  indisposed  to  nvake  the  allowance.  But  tlie  facts 
and  curcumstances  of  the  case,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  comprehend  them,  go  to  fortify,  not  to  weaken,  the 
presumption.     This,  sir,  I  shall  now  attempt  to  show  you. 

Mr.  Monroe  went  as  minister  to  France  in  1794,  and 
returned  in  April,  1797.  This,  in  the  documents  before 
us,  is  called  the  first  mission;  and,  in  consequence  of  it, 
he  exhibited  an  account  against  the  Government,  through 
his  ag^nt,  Mr.  Dawson,  amounting  in  the  ag^egate  to 
thirty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  and  sixty^seven 
cents.  This  account,  I  apprehend,  was  paid  at  the  time 
of  its  presentation,  as  no  proof  of  a  contrary  import  is  to 
be  found  among  the  papers  submitted  to  us  for  examina- 
tion. Mr.  Monroe,  however,  complains,  that,  in  settling 
the  account,  injustice  was  done  to  him  in  several  particu- 
lars, which  I  will  endeavor  to  state  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  presented. 

He  alleges  tliat  his  pay  as  minister  was  made  to  end  on 
the  6th  of  December,  1796,  when  he  received  his  letter 
of  recall,  whereas  it  should  have  been  extended  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1797,  the  time  when  he  obtained  his  audience 
of  leave,  making  a  difference  of  about  twenty-five  days. 
It  is  not  necessary,  nor  shall  I  attempt,  to  denv  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  position  here  assumed.  It  might  have  been 
more  proper  to  continue  his  pay  till  the  audience  of  leave, 
than  to  stop  it  precisely  on  the  day  of  his  recall.  But 
the  error,  if  it  was  one,  was  caused  by  >Ir.  Monroe  him- 
self. In  the  account  presented  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Dawson, 
Government  is  charged  with  his  pay  only  to  the  6th  of 
December,  1796.  At  the  time  the  account  was  settled,  it 
seems  Mr.  Monroe  himself  did  not  believe  he  was  enti- 
tled to  pa^  up  to  the  1st  of  Januaxy,  1797:  for,  if  he  did, 
why  was  it  not  so  stated? 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Anderson,  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, it  further  appears  Mr.  Monroe  was  the  cause  of  this 
error.  Referring  to  this  item,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
the  comptroller  says:  **  The  mistake  or  error  in  the  set- 
tlement of  your  account,  as  before  stated,  appears  to  have 
resulted  from  the  date  of  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  advising  him  of  the  time  at  which  you  had  received 
his  letter  of  recall,  and  which  must  liave  been  taken  as  the 
time  at  which  you  had  vour  audience  of  leave.  This  ap- 
pears to  me  as  the  only  rational  mode  of  accounting  for 
the  departure,  in  the  settlement  of  your  account,  from  the 
general  rule  which  had  been  observed  in  the  settlement 
of  tlie  accounts  of  our  other  foreign  ministers." 

No  blame  can,  therefore,  attach  to  the  Government  for 
the  existence  of  this  error.  Mr.  Monroe  waa  the  only 
person  who  had  knowledge  of  the  fact,  and  who  was  com- 
petent to  correct  it.  If  he  chose  to  be  silent,  he  ought  in 
justice  to  take  all  the  consequences,  for  no  one  could  com- 
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pel  him  to  speak.  But  we  have  his  own  authority  for  say- 
ing' the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  did  remedy 
the  mistake  as  soon  as  it  was  known  to  them.  On 
page  eleven  of  the  documents  communicated  to  Con- 
gress in  1825,  Mr.  Monroe  says,  in  a  note :  *<  It  is  proper 
to  add,  here,  that  that  error  was  then  corrected,  that  is, 
in  1817,  and  the  allowance  was  then  made  to  me  for  the 
interval  between  the  6th  of  December,  1796,  and  the  1st 
of  January,  1797." 

I  have  looked  through  the  documents,  hastily,  it  is  true, 
but  with  some  attention,  and  I  have  not  seen  that  the  ac- 
counting officers  received  any  information  from  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, which  would  enable  them  to  correct  the  error,  prior 
to  1817.  If  any  injury  has  resulted  to  him,  it  was  the  di- 
rect and  necessary  consequence  of  his  own  act.  He  alone 
was  ihe  cause  of  it,  and  he  alone  must  bear  it.  He  can- 
not and  should  not  claim  the  right  to  devolve  any  respon* 
vbilityupon  the  Government,  which  was  ready  and  will- 
ing at  all  times  to  do  him  justice. 

The  second  difficulty  growing  out  of  the  first  mission 
to  France,  and  of  which  Mr.  Monroe  greatly  complained, 
vas  this:  It  appears,  as  above  stated,  that  he  received  his 
letter  of  recall  on  the  6th  of  December,  1796,  but  he  did 
not  obtain  his  audience  of  leave  till  the  1st  of  January, 
1797.  Instead  of  returning  home  immediately,  he  thought 
proper  to  remain  in  France  till  the  20th  or  April,  1797, 
and  for  this  delay  he  raised  an  account,  and  demanded 
from  Government  pay  for  nearly  four  months  of  addi- 
tional service.  But  had  he  a  right  to  do  this,  or  was  Go- 
Tcmmcnt  bound  to  acknowledge  any  such  obligation? 
Certainly  not  By  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  his  diplomatic  functions  ceased  on  the  Ist  of  Jan- 
uary. He  was  bound  to  obey  that  order,  and  could  not 
prolong  the  term  of  service  beyond  the  period  fixed  by 
nis  Government.  As  a  minister,  no  intercourse  with 
France  was  entertained  by  him  subsequently  to  this  time, 
ind  the  United  States  derived  not  a  single  advantage  from 
bis  delay  in  returning  home.  It  must  then  be  considered 
IS  a  measure  adopted  by  Mr.  Monroe,  from  a  regard  to 
bis  own  private  convenience  or  personal  accommodation, 
with  which  the  public  had  nothing  to  do. 

In  support  of^  this  item,  it  has  been  said  he  could  not  re- 
turn home  at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year.  But  we 
know  vessels  now  sail  at  all  times,  and  that  recently, 
within  the  last  month,  there  have  been  numerous  arrivals 
from  Europe.  As  to  the  difficulties  growing  out  of  the 
wv,  or  the  blockade  of  the  French  coast,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  they  existed  more  in  imagination  than  in  fact. 
From  no  part  of  the  evidence  adduced,  can  I  discover  that 
he  ever  made  one  effort  to  obtain  a  passage  between  the 
Ist  of  January  and  20th  of  April,  1797;  on  the  contrar)', 
in  the  documents  submitted  to  the  committee  in  1825, 
page  4,  he  says:  "  I  believe  the  fact  to  be,  that,  had  I  been 
willing  to  have  encountered  a  winter's  passage  with  my  fa- 
mily, I  could  not  have  procured  a  vessel  to  bring  us  home." 
"^is  1  take  to  be  a  virtual  admission  of  the  fact  that  no 
effort  was  made  to  obtain  a  passage.  Then  all  the  reasons 
M«»gned  for  the  delay,  such  as  the  war  in  Europe,  the  dis- 
turbed atate  of  our  commerce,  the  blockade  of  the  French 
<?ast,  &c.  &c.  amount  to  nothing;  for,  let  those  difficul- 
ties be  what  they  might,  no  attempt  to  surmount  or  ovei** 
come  them  appears  to  have  been  made;  and  the  detention 
must  be  regarded  as  his  own  voluntary  act. 

Under  these  circumstances,  when  the  charge  of  deten- 
tion from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  20lh  of  April  was  pre- 
sented, what  was  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  Department?  Could  they  allow  it,  or  were 
they  bound  to  reject  it }  I  answer,  they  were  bound  to  re- 
ject It.  There  was  no  law  or  usag^  to  justify  such  an  al- 
lowance. In  the  cases  of  the  other  ministers,  which  have 
been  relied  on  as  precedents  to  support  this  charge,  it 
Will  be  found  that  they  were  engaged  in  public  business; 
that  they  were  employed  during  their  detention  in  corre- 


spondence with  the  Governments  to  which  they  were  ac- 
credited. Not  so  with  Mr.  Monroe,  who,  while  he  was 
detained,  led  the  life  of  a  private  gentleman;  that  is,  as  far 
as  his  public  functions  were  concerned:  he  entertained  no 
correspondence  with  the  Government  of  France;  he  was 
absolutely  forbidden  to  do  so.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the 
inadmissibility  of  this  claim,  according  to  any  previous  la^ 
or  usage.  Congress,  in  1826,  influenced  by  a  spirit  ofgfene- 
rosity  towards  Mr.  Monroe,  passed  an  act  granting  it  to 
him  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  with  interest  on  the  same  from  1810  up  to  the 
time  of  payment. 

Another  subject  of  complaint  is,  that  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  first  mission  to  France  were  not  paid.  But 
here  again  it  may  be  asked,  who  was  to  blame  for  that? 
In  the  account  presented  by  Mr.  Dawson,  the  whole  charge 
for  contingencies  was  then  paid.  If  any  other  or  greater 
account  existed  at  that  time,  it  was  known  only  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  and,  as  he  failed  to  produce  it,  the  f^ult  was  his 
own.     The  Government  could  not  be  required,  by  any 

{)rinciple,  to  settle  an  account  of  which  it  had  no  know- 
edge.  It  seems  to  be  supposed,  however,  that  a  greater 
charge  was  made,  but  payment  was  refused,  because  re- 
gular vouchers  were  not  produced.  This,  1  contend,  was 
perfectly  right  and  proper.  Every  officer  is  presumed  to 
know  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  country  which  employs 
him;  and  there  is  an  implied  consent  on  his  part  that  he 
will  strictly  conform  to  those  laws  and  usag^es,  whatever 
they  may  be.  The  rules  and  regulations  which  govern 
the  settlement  of  accounts  at  the  departments,  require 
that  proper  vouchers  should  be  produced  in  all  cases  where 
it  is  practicable;  that,  if  this  cannot  be  done,  there  should 
at  least  be  a  detailed  statement,  showing  the  items  of  ex- 
penses, and  the'nature  of  the  service  they  were  intended 
to  promote.  No  right  to  reimbursement  for  contingent 
expense  can  attach  to  any  officer  who  does  not  comply 
with  those  regulations.  Not  to  comply  is  a  forfeiture  on 
hiff  part  of  all  claim  to  remuneration,  and  puts  it  in  the 
power  of  Government  either  to  pay  or  not,  at  its  own  dis- 
cretion. Before  Mr.  Monroe  could  rightfully  demand  pay- 
ment for  his  contingent  expenses,  he  should  have  pro- 
duced the  vouchers,  or  made  out  a  detailed  statement,  for 
in  no  other  way  can  the  Government  maintain  any  sort 
of  control  over  the  disbursements  of  its  officers.  Such 
vigilance  in  settling  accounts  must  always  be  exercised  as 
a  matter  of  right,  and  of  useful  necessary  policy,  not  to  be 
dispensed  with.  But  here  again  the  lenity  and  generous 
indulgence  extended  to  Mr.  Monroe  are  rendered  con- 
spicuous. In  1826,  Congress  allowed  him,  under  the  head 
of  contingent  expenses,  in  the  first  mission  to  France, 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
eighty-five  cents  over  and  above  the  first  payment  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  dollars,  to  which  alone  he  was  justly  en- 
titled by  any  previous  law  or  usag^  applicable  to  his  case. 
This  allowance  also  drew  interest  from  1810  till  the  time 
of  payment. 

We  come  next,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  the  second  mission  to 
Europe,  commencing  on  the  12th  of  January,  1803,  and 
ending  on  the  15th  of  November,  1807.  At  the  time  the 
appointment  was  made,  Mr.  Jefferson  informed  Mr.  Mon- 
roe tkat  he  should  go  out  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain;  that  he  would 
also  receive  a  commission  as  special  minister  to  France 
and  Spain;  that  the  salary  and  outfit  would  be  paid  him 
only  on  account  of  the  general  mission  to  England;  and 
that,  while  performing  the  duties  of  a  special  mission,  his 
expenses  only  should  be  allowed.  This,  then,  was  the 
conti'act:  it  was  the  understanding  of  tlie  parties  at  the 
time,  and  must  be  taken  as  the  law  of  the  case. 

In  order  to  bring  the  subject  more  distinctly  to  view, 
let  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  items  of  the  account,  as 
settled  at  the  State  Department,  by  Robert  Smith,  Secre- 
tory, on  the  5th  of  May,  1810. 
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The  Vniied  States  to  James  Monroe^ 

1.  To  outfit  as  minister  to  France,     - 

2.  To  contingent  expenses  of  that  mission, 
viz.  for  copying  letters,  papers,  &c.  having 
no  secretary  of  legation  tliere;  for  news- 
papers, stationer^',  postage  of  letters,  in- 
cluding a  payment  of  Mr.  Deneux  by  me 
of  251  livres,  as  bearer  of  a  copv  of  the 
treaties  to  the  United  State%  and  for  usual 
presents,  2,952,  at  108«.    - 

3.  To  outfit  as  minister  to  England 

4.  To  contingent  expenses  in  England,  being 
for  presentation  presents,  Christmas  boxes, 
postage,  printing  passports,  stationery,  and 
periodical  publications,  estimated  at 

5.  Salary  as  minister,  while  employed  in 
France,  England,  and  Spain,  from  Janu- 
ary 12,  1803,  to  November  15,  1807,  four 
years  ten  months  and  four  days,  at  $8,000 
per  annum,  -  -  -  - 

6.  Expenses  incurred  in  a  special  mission  to 
Spain,  beginning  8th  October,  1804,  and 
ending  on  the  I7tb  July,  1805,  including 
salary  to  secretary,  with  allowance  for  his 
coming  from  the  United  States  to  Loudon, 
and  following  me  to  Madrid,  aJid  returning 
to  the  United  States  ... 

7.  Extraordinary  expenses  of  the  mission  to 
Spain,  not  included  in  the  preceding  item, 
viz. 

At  Paris,  on  my  way  to  Madrid,  4,159  livres. 
At    do.  on  my  return,  -      650 

Equal  to        .  .  .  4,809  55 

At  Madrid,  (Aranjuez,)  and  on 
the  road    -  -  -     256 

8.  Extraordinary  expenses  attending  my  de- 
tention in  England,  on  my  return  from 
Spain,  after  receiving  permission  of  Go* 
vernmentto  return  to  the  United  States  by 
the  seizure  of  our  vessels  and  the  negotia- 
tions which  ensued. 

9.  To  a  quarter's  salary  for  returning  home, 

10.  To  amount  paid  Benjamin,  the  Jew,  on 
account  of  the  Tunisian  ambassador,  200 

'    pounds  sterling      .  .  .  . 

1 1.  To  amount  paid  Charles  Brenton  for  ex- 
penses of  himself- and  others  attending  the 
trial  of  Captain  Whitby    ... 


Dr.    • 

$9,000  00 


546  66 
9,000  00 


5,539  00 


43,598  63 


10,598  28 


1,146  55 


2,250  00 

888  88 

400  00 
$82,963  00 


Her6  we  see,  sir,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Monroe  was  told 
he  should  be  paid  only  his  expenses  on  the  special  mission 
to  France,  that  an  out6t  was  allowed  him  of  nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  an  additional  charge  for  contingencies 
of  five  hundred  and  forty -six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 
For  the  special  mission  to  Spain,  he  appears  to  have  been 
satisfied  with  his  expenses;  and  well  he  might :  because  that 
charge,  with  another,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses, formed  an  aggfregate  of  eleven  thousand  seven  hun- 
<lrcd  and  forty-four  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents,  which 
was  a  good  deal  better  than  a  simple  outfit  of  nine  thou- 
sand dollars.  Why  a  different  rule  was  adopted  in  these 
two  cases,  I  am  unable  to  perceive,  unless  we  suppose 
that  in  the  mission  to  France  it  was  better  for  Mr.  Monroe 
to  receive  an  outfit,  and  in  the  mission  to  Spain  to  charge 
for  his  expenses.  If  such  was  the  fact,  it  is  another  proof 
of  the  great  liberality  with  which  the  Government  has 
always  been  disposed  to  treat  him.  He  complains  that  the 
ninth  item,  being  for  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  by 
detention  in  England,  was  not  paid  him  at  the  settlement 
in  1810.  But  he  himself  had  not  then  fixed  the  amount; 
the  charge  is  not  run  out  with  any  amount — it  is  a  blank. 


He  alone  knew  what  tliese  extraordinary  expenses  were, 
and  it  was  his  duty  to  ascertain  and  state  them.  No  officer 
of  Government  could  be  required  to  guess  at  the  amount, 
and  to  pay  him  according  to  that  uncertain,  whimsical  mode 
of  doing  business.  But,  sir»  if  the  charge  bad  been  ren- 
dered in  due  form,  the  treasury  ofHcers  ought  not  to  hare 
paid  it,  because  it  would  have  been  doing  an  act  wholly 
illegal  and  unauthorized.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
there  were  distinct  and  separate  items  in  tlie  account  for 
every  other  expense  which  it  had  been  usual  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  allow.  This  charge  for  extraordinary  ex- 
pense was  equivalent  to  a  direct  and  positive  incrc&se  of 
salary,  which  no  Executive  ofHccr,  I  hope,  will  ever  deem 
himself  competent  to  grant.  Congress  alone  could  do  it; 
and  Mr.  Monroe  ought  not  to  think  himself  injured  be- 
cause the  accounting  officers  refused  to  exercise  a  povter 
which  did  not  belong  to  them.  The  committee,  in  1826, 
6xed  this  allowance  at  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  made 
the  salary  about  thirteen  thousand  dollars  per  annuni,  in- 
stead of  nine  thousand,  as  prescribed  by  law.  Now,  I  ask 
whether  any  power  in  this  nation,  except  the  legislative, 
could  or  should  be  competent  so  to  enlarge  the  salaries  of 
our  pubhc ministers?  Unquestionably  not.  A  discretion- 
ary power  to  that  extent  would  be  formidable  Indeed,  and 
ought  not  to  be  confided  to  any  set  of  accounting  ofliccre. 
And  yet,  because  they  did  notassumea  power  wlucli Con- 
gress alone  can  exercise;  because  they  did  not  ascertain 
the  amount  to  be  paid,  when  Mr.  Monroe  ought  himself 
to  have  defmed  the  charge;  some  profess  to  tliink  he  was 
greatly  injured,  and  must  be  allowed  to  claim  damages. 
Sir,  I  cannot  subscribe  to  such  an  opinion. 

The  amount  paid  to  J.  Hicks  for  demurrage,  forms  an- 
other subject  of  complaint  in  the  second  mission.  In  the 
documents,  page  4,  Mr.  Moni*oe  informs  us  that  <*  tliisitem 
was  casually  omitted  in  the  settlement."  Here,  then,  it 
appears,  as  in  the  instances  before  mentioned,  that  the 
error  was  committed  by  himself.  Congress,  however,  in 
1826  allowed  this  item,  and  interest  upon  it  from  1810 
to  the  time  it  was  paid. 

A  further  and  more  conclusive  evidence  of  the  liberality 
of  Government  towards  Mr.  Monroe,  is  tlie  payment  to 
him  of  interest  on  all  claims  which  either  Congress  orilie 
accounting  officers  thought  admissible,  according  to  any 
rule  which  had  ever  been  practised.  The  general  rule  is, 
that  Government  does  not  pay  interest,  and  yet,  in  his 
case,  there  was  a  relaxation  of  the  rule,  which  shows  be 
has  been  an  object  of  great  and  peculiar  favor.  Where 
the  items  were  allowable,  he  has  failed  to  produce  them, 
and  thus  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Government  to  settle 
them;  where  they  were  not  allowable,  but  required  the  in- 
tervention of  a  law  to  direct  tlieir  payment,  we  see  that 
he  kept  them  back,  and  declined,  or  positively  refused, 
to  present  them.  Yet,  in  all  these  instances,  Congfress, 
with  a  spirit  of  indulgent  generosity,  has  paid  hoili  the 
principal  and  interest,  in  the  manner  I  have  detailed. 

I  have  said  Government  does  not  pay  interest  on  claims- 
Why  should  it  beso*  Because  Government  is  a  moral 
person,  always  ready  and  willing  to  pay  its  debts.  If  any 
citizen  is  delayed  in  the  payment  of  his  claim,  it  is  because 
he  does  not  produce  it,  or  docs  not  offer  tlie  requisite  ca- 
dence to  sustain  it.  The  fault,  then,  is  his  own,  and  lie 
should  not  be  permitted  toUke  advantage  of  it,  andmujct 
the  Government  in  damages.  If  such  were  the  case,  in- 
dividuals who  liave  claims  would  never  bring  them  ^o^ 
ward,  because  they  would  constitute  a  valuable  kind  o 
stock,  if  permitted  to  draw  interest  while  they  had  been 
reserved,  or  kept  back  in  the  hands  of  clainr»ants.  The 
principles  which  require  tlie  payment  of  interest  between 
man  and  man,  in  private  life,  do  not  apply  at  all  to  the  re- 
lation which  exists  between  the  Government  and  itsc^ti- 
Government  delights  in  doing  good:  it  has  no  spin 


zens. 


of  selfishness;  it  has  no  use  for  money  but  to  pay  its  debts, 
it  enters  not  into  traffic  or  speculation  of  any  kind.    »" 
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between  man  and  man  this  u  not  tlie  case;  there  is  &  spirit  pendence.     But  the  same  circumotances,  the  same  argent 
of  selfishness,  tnaific,  and  speculation  carried  onj  the  pay-  *^ '    ''  ^  --■^  -  -•--  —^  -  -  *'-   ■»*' 

ment  of  debts  is  withheld,  in  order  to  use  the  money  in 


necessity,  did  not  exist  when  Bfr.  Monroe  was  minister  in 
France.     Besides  the  want  of  autliority^  the  purchase 


tome  other  way,  and  hence  it  is  right  to  charge  interest 
If,  therefore,  the  claims  of  Mr.  Monroe  had  been  just  and. 
proper — had  he  brought  them  forward  in  due  season,  and 
sustained  them  by  the  requisite  proof,  thc^  would  have 
been  promptly  paid.  At  &at  time,  I  mean  in  Mr.  JeflTer^ 
son's  admiDistration,  from  1803  to  1807,  there  was  a  re- 
dundancy of  money  in  the  treasury,  and  we  were  as  much 
puzzled  to  find  out  ways  and  means  to  get  clear  of  the 
surplus  as  wc  are  at  the  present  day.  But  he  tells  us,  in 
the  documents,  that  he  reserved  or  held  back  these  claims 
till  a  more  suitable  time  to  present  them^  in  other  words, 
as  I  understand  it,  till  he  ahould  be  out  of  office.  Mr. 
Pkassnton,  the  Fifth  Auditor,  also  gives  the  same  reason. 
Now  if  tliese  claims  were  not  paid  because  Mr.  Monroe 
was  in  office,  is  it  right  he  should  be*  allowed  interest  on 
that  account^  The  United  States  did  him  a  favor  by  keep- 
JAg  him  in  office,  and  now,  forsooth,  we  are  called  upon, 
as  a  wrongdoer,  to  ^pay  interest.  l*he  continuance  in 
office,  if,  in  fact,  it  prevented  the  settlement  of  hi*  claims, 
must  be  regarded  as  his  own  act;  otherwise  you  place  the 
Goyemment  in  the  awkward  prediounent  of  being  obliged 
to  pay  interest  on  damages,  because  they  had  previously 
done  him  a  fovor  by  keeping  him  in  office.  In  no  event, 
therefore,  as  I  can  perceive,  ou^ht  interest  to  have  been 
allowed.  The  whole  amount  paid  him  in  18 10,  and  bv  the 
act  of  1826,  in  principal  and  interest,  on  account  of  this 
second  mission,  embracing  a  period  of  four  years  ten 
months  and  four  days»  is  about  one  hundred  and  five  thou- 
sand dollars.  Gentlemen  will  not,  they  cannot  now  say 
that  Government  has  dealt  with  a  sparing,  nig^rcUy  liana. 
But  the  bill  before  us  proposes  \o  do  a  great  deal  more, 
and  to  allow  him  sixty-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents,  in  addition  to  what  he 
has  already  received. 

The  first  item  I  shall  notice  in  this  new  account,  is  the 
charge  for  the  purchase  of  a  house  in  Paris,  during  the 
first  mission  to  France,  stated  at  ten  thousand  dollars.  He 
was  not  authorized  to  make  the  purchase,  and  the  United 
States  have  derived  no  benefit  from  it;  and  this,  to  my 
mind,  is  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  claim.  If,  as  is  al. 
leged,  the  house  was  purchased  by  him  for  the  Govern- 
ment, did  he  also  sell  it  for  the  same  purpose?  Ko;  he 
«]d  it  for  himself,  and  put  the  money  in  his  own  pocket — 
consequently,  he  purchased  for  himself.  Had  he  purchas- 
ed for  th&  United  States,  he  would  have  been  prohibited 
^m  selling  without  permission;  and  whatever  obligation 
vas  imposed  on  the  Government  by  the  purcliase,  was  re- 


would  have  been  impolitic.  Oiu*  Government  would  not 
confine  their  ministers  in  St.  Petersburg,  Paris,  or  Lon- 
don, to  a  residence  at  one  particular  spot,  any  more  than 
they  would  compel  the  officers  at  home  to  Uve  in  one  par- 
ticular street  or  house  in  the  city  of  Washington.  What 
would  suit  one  might  not  suit  anotlier,  and  hence  it  must 
be  led  to  the  discretion  of  each  individual  to  select  for 
himself.  If  Mr.  Rives  were  now  to  buy  a  house  in  Paris, 
or  Ml*.  McLane  in  London,  aud  were  to  lose  money  in  the 
speculation,  should  either  of  these  be  permitted  to  throw 
the  loss  on  his  Goveniment?  No  one,  I  presume,  will 
contend  that  he  ought,  and  yet  he  has  exactly  the  same 
right  to  do  it  as  Mr.  Monroe  had  in  1794. 

Another  item  of  the  new  account,  to  which  1  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  is  number  ten  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  made  at  the  last  session.  It  will 
be  observed  that  number  nine  is  an  allowance  of  interest 
"  on  outfit  of  second  mission  to  Prance,  from  Januanr* 
1803,  to  May,  1810,  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fif" 
teen  dollars."  The  tenth  item  is  for  interest  on  the  fore- 
going sum  from  May,  1810,  to  March,  1839,  four  tl)ou- 
sand  four  hundred  andtwen^-tliree  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents.  Now,  sir,  I  have  never  befove  known  any  case, 
even  between  individuals,  where  compound  interest  was 
required  to  be  paid,  and  least  of  all  should  it  be  required 
of  the  CfOvernment. 

[Mr.  MERCER  cxpkined:  He  said  the  tcath  item  had 
been  struck  out  by  tlie  committee,  and  he  had  so  stated 
in  the  remarks  submitted  to  the  House.] 

Mr.  W.  replied,  that  the  difficulty  of  hearing  in  the 
House  was  great,  and,  although  he  had  endeavored  to 
catch  every  word  spoken  by  tlie  gentleman,  that  part  of 
liis  remarks  had  not  been  heard.  Not  doubting  the  fact 
to  be  as  stat^  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  [>lr. 
W.]  would  forbear  to  say  any  thing  further  in  relation  to 
tlie  tenth  item  in  tlie  new  account.  For,  if  the  committee 
who  had  reported  the  bill,  had  themselves  become  con- 
vinced that  It  was  wrong  to  make  the  allowance,  any  ihmg 
I  might  be  disposed  to  say  in  regard  to  it  would  certamly 
be  superfluous. 

As  the  otlier  items  In  the  new  account  fall  generally 
within  the  range  of  the  objections  already  stated,  I  will 
proceed,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  notice  the  charge  made  for  com- 
missions on  the  money  borrowed  during  the  late  war.  This 
amounted  to  thirty-seven  thousand  twenty-eight  dollars 
and  ninety-three  cents  ($37,038  93;)  and  he  was  wholly 
at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  the  Government  was  so  benefit- 


losed  by  the  sale.     The  whole  affair,  then,  from  begin-  ed  by  the  transaction  as  to  throw  upon  it  an  obligation  to 

ning  to  end,  was  a  private  transaction,  and  Mr.  Monroe,  **'"'^ "'  **"   ** ""**"  "*  *''"  *""*"   '" 

according  to  every  principle,  must  bear  the  loss.  Prom 
^  testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  whose  name  I  do 
not  now  recollect,  it  appears  that  an  extravagant  price 
was  given  for  the  house.  He  states  that  the  same  proper- 
ty had  been  offered  to  him,  but  he  would  not  buy  it,  be- 
<:«ise  he  could  purchase  other  .property  of  the  same  kind 
on  better  terms.  Had  Mr.  Monroe  designed  to  benefit 
mc  Government  in  this  way,  he  should  have  known  that 
he  was  making  a  good  bargain;  that  he  was  purchasing  on 
jac  cheapest  possible  terms.  Not  having  done  sa,  would 
D«  a  great  objection  to  the  course  pursued,  and  conse- 
<iuently  the  cUim  he  makes,  in  the  absence  of  every  other 
'J^ason.  The  purchase  by  the  United  SUtes  of  a  house  at 
we  Hague  affords  no  excuse  or  precedent  for  Mr.  Mon- 
^  in  tilts  instance.  As  well  as  I  recollect,  the  house  at  the 
H^e  was  bought  during  the  revolution,  and  by  the  au- 
y»ority  of  the  United  SUtes.     lliey  then  believed  it  would 


pay  that  sum  to  Mr.  Monroe,  who,  at  the  time,  was  an 
executive  officer  of  the  United  States,  and*  as  such,  bound 
to  exert  all  his  influence  to  accomplish  the  objects  the  na- 
tion had  in  view.  If  he  interposed  his  personal  responsi- 
bility, and  thereby  conferred  a  benefit  upon  the  country, 
I  agree  fiiUy  that  Government  ought  to  save  him  from 
any  ultimate  loss.  But  I  do  not  understand  this  to  have 
been  the  case:  on  the  contrary,  he  has  not  kMt  a  cent  by 
the  liability  he  assumed  to  obtain  money,  either  from  the 
banks  or  individuals.  In  that  respect,  he  is  peiiectly  safe 
and  sound*- free  from  all  detriment  or  injury  whatsoever; 
and  I  repeat  that  he  was  bound  to  exert  all  his  official 
influence  to  further  the  objects  the  country  had  in  view. 
With  that  influence  the  Government  had  clothed  him,  to 
be  exerted  for  that  particular  purpose;  and,  if  he  had  not 
done  so,  he  would  have  failed  to  perform  his  duty — he 
would  have  betrayed  the  public  confidence.  But  who  ever 
thought  that  because  he  acted  the  part  of  a  vigilant,  faith- 


^  politic  to  have  something  like  a  permanent  foothold  in  ful  public  functionary,  he  would  be  entitled  to  more  com 
Holland,  which  was  disposed  to  t>e  friendly  to  us  in  that  pensation  than  the  salary  allowed  him  by  law?  In  fact 
<^y  of  trouble,  and  from  whence  we  expected  to  draw  our  jand  in  truth,  the  salary  ought  to  have  been  withheld  from 
neatest  supphes  of  money  to  carry  on  the  war  for  inde-  .him,  if  he  had  not  exerted  all  his  faculties  t)pth  political 
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and  phyaica],  to  advance  the  cause  of  his  o^untty — of  that 
country  which  had  confided  in  him,  and  promoted  him 
to  office,  in  order  to  be  benefited  by  his  entire  devotion 
to  \he  public  interest 

The  allowance  made  to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  ts  pleaded 
as  a  precedent,  but  I  do  not  think  the  cases  are  analogous, 
and  certiun  I  am  Congress  never  intended  by  that  exam- 
ple to  sanction  any  such  claim  as  the  present  one.  To 
bring  this  subject  more  distinctly  before  the  House,  I  must 
refer  to  the  kiw  passed  in  February,  1833,  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  some  other  documents  con- 
nected therewith.  It  will  be  found  in  the  seventh  volume 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  page  331,  and,  being 
very  short,  I  will  read  it,  as  foUowsi  «<  Be  it  enacted  Inf 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentatitfea  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  proper  ac- 
counting officers  oftbe  treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  adjust  and  settle'  the  claims  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkinsi  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on 
principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the  revision  and 
final  decision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.'* 


the  report  of  the  cogranittee,  or  any  other  document  I  hare 
had  an  opportunity  to  examine,  except  in  the  meaaage  of 
the  President.  It  is,  then,  a  fair  inference  to  aasfcrtthat, 
in  making  the  allowance  upon  that  principle,  he  entirely 
nustook  the  laws,  and  the  extent  of  the  authority  with 
which  he  had  been  invested.  As  great  as  is  the  differ- 
ence between  receipts  and  expenditures,  so  widely  did  the 
Prendent  misjudge  his  powerSi  and  misinterpret  the  de- 
signs of  Congress.  When,  therefore,  you  t^l  me  Mr. 
Monroe  must  be  paid  according  to  the  rule  adopted  in  the 
case  of  Ciovernor  Tompkins,  and  be  allowed  a  cotnimssion 
on  the  loans  obtained^  1  answer,  no.  The  caaea  are  not 
analogous.  If  Governor  Tompkins  way  allowed  a  com- 
mission on  receipts,  it  was  because  the  law  was  misunde^ 
stood,  and  consequently  misapplied. 

But  if  OongresaJaad  intended  to  allow  a  reasonable 
commission  to  Governor-  Tompkins  on  the  sum  obtaiaed, 
still  it  would  not  follow  that  Mr.  Monroe  should  have  the 
same  allowance.  The  latter  was  in  the  cabmet:  he  wua 
liigh  officer  in  the  civil  department  of  the  Government, 
and  bound  to  act  as  he  did:  whereas  the  former  was  not 


Now,  sir,  what  are  we  to  understand  as  the  true  import  so  engaged.     This  difference  in  the  situation  of  the  two 
"  z*      <         ..,«....  persons  would  manifestly  sanction  an  allowance  to  the  one, 

and  a  rejection  of  th^clairos  of  the  other. 

I  have,  sir,  thus  concluded  an  examination  of  the  seve- 
ral items  constituting  the  demiind against  the  United  States; 
and,  in  no  instance,  have  I  discovered  that  it  is  well  found- 
ed. On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  n\e  wholly  unsupport- 
ed by  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Government,  in  all  analo- 
g^ous  cases;  and  that  to  pass  the  bill  would,  in  effect,  be 
a  gift  or  gratuity  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Monroe.  Are  we 
prepared  to  make  a  similar  grant  to  every  other  individual 
who  may  be  disposed  to  ask  for  it?  If  we  are  not,  then  1 
contend  wc  should  not  make  it  to  him;  because  that  prin- 
ciple of  equality,  to  which  I  have  alhided  as  the  essence 
of  our  whole  political  system,  utterly  forbids  it.  No  inan» 
or  set  of  men,  sliould  be  entitled  to  separate  or  exclusive 
privileges  or  emoluments.  What  is  granted  to  one  as  a 
matter  of  riglit  or  of  favor,  should  be  granted  to  all;  othe^ 
wise  the  course  of  legislation  will  be  at  war  with  the  na- 
ture and  spirit  of  our  republican  institutions.  The  prece- 
dent proposed. to  be  establistied  in  tliis  case  is  dangerous, 
and  tlie  more  so,  because  the  individual  favored  by  it  b»& 
been  eminently  distingtiisbed  among  his  fellow-citizens. 
It  is  always  in  behalf  of  such  characters  that  pernicious 
examples  are  set.  An  obscure,  private  individual  could  not 
command  influence  enough  to  carry  through  this  House 
measures  which  are  inexpedient,  impolitic,  or  forbidden 
by  the  genius  of  our  system  of  Government.  A  bad  or  ill 
advised  measure,  in  the  case  of  distinguished  persons,  ^^il) 
always  be  more  known,  and,  of  course,  the  evil  conse- 
quences resulting  from  it  will  be  more  widely  difl'uscd. 
In  this  respect,  also^  the  precedent  is  more  dangerous. 

Th^  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  CAXBBBWse] 
says  the  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  us;  thatweahouW 
make  the  appropriation  to  avoid  the  reproach  which  will 
be  cast  upon  us  if  the  claim  be  rejected.  But,  sir,  sliall 
we  be  required  to  abandon  our  principles  because  tlie  eyes 
of  tlie  world  are  upon  us?  No;  certainly  not.  But,  on 
the  conti-ary,  wc  should,  for  that  very  reason,  be  the  more 
de^jcrmined  to  support  them.  Foreigners  reproach  us  for 
many  tliingp:  for  our-  republican  (^vcrnmeiit;  for  the 
economy  with  which  it  is  administered;  for  the  pUinneiss 
and  general  frugality  of  our  people.  But  shall  «r  e,  on  that 
account,  change  our  Government,  and  establish  monarchy 
Shall  we  intrcxluce  extravagance  into  the  adroinistritjon 
of  public  aifairs,  or  wasteful  profusion  of  expenditure  into 
the  pursuits  of  private  life?  No  doubt,  foreigners  would 
gladly  see  us  imitating  tlicm  in  these  respects;  for  then 
they  would  think  we  had  become  converts  to  their  sys- 
tems, and  the  example  we  have  been  professing  to  how 
out  to  the  world  no  longer  dangerous  to  them.  ^^  hence 
those  poitentous  signs-— tkose  threatening  indications  w't- 


and  meaning  of  a  law  which  directs  the  settlement  of  an 
account  upoir  principles  of  equity  and  Justice?    Such  a 
law  relates  only  to  the  proof,  to  the  degree  of  evidence 
which  shall  be  received  at  the  department,  and  not  to  the 
claims  or  the  items  composing  the  account.     If  the  party 
can  adduce  no  evidence  of  higher  dignity,  he  is  at  liberty 
to  resort  to  his  own  oath,  but  he  is  not  permitted  to  make 
any  unusual,  extraordinary,  or  unlawfbl  demand  upon  the 
Government.     Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  it  seems  resort 
was  had  by  the  accounting  ofHcers,  or  bv  the  President, 
who  supervised  and  controlled  them,  to  th^  report  of  the 
committee  to  ascertain  tlie  true  extent  and  meaning  of  the 
law.     Whether  this  was  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  necessa- 
ry  now  to  inquire.   The  committee,  after  stating  the  facts, 
and  assigning  a  variety  of  reasons,  come  to  four  distinct 
and  separate  resolutions,  to  the  second  of  which  1  beg 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Honse,  in  the  following 
words,  viz.  *  <  That  it  would  be  just  and  equitable  to  allow 
a  reasonable  commission  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him 
(Governor  Tompkins)  during  the  late  war."    The  mean- 
ing of  the  committee  in  this  resolution  cannot  be  mistaken. 
They  evidently  intend,  and  so  express  it,  that  Governor 
Tompkins  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneys  disbursed  or  paid  out  by  him,  and  not  on  the  mo- 
neys received  or  loans  negotiated  by  him.     The  disburse- 
ments is  one  thing,  and  the  receipts  another;  and  it  never 
entered  into  the  mind  of  the  committee  to  believe  for  one 
moment  that  Governor  Tompkins  had  better  credit,  or 
could  obtain  money  on  more  reasonable  terms,  than  tlie 
whole  nation.     But  it  was  known  that  he  acted  as  a  sort 
of  paymaster  general  to  all  the  troops  in  the  State  of  New 
York;  and  for  this  kind  of  service,  which  be  was  capable 
of  performing,  and  which  he  did  perform,  the  committee 
intended  to  remunerate  h'm  by  allowing  a  reasonable  com- 
mission.    The  whole  reasoning  of  the  committee,  and  the 
resolutions  they  reported,  show  that  this,  and  this  only,  was 
the  idea  intended  to  be  conveyed.  But  what  says  Mr.  Mon- 
roe in  his  message  on  the  28th  of  April,  1824,  informing  Con- 
gress that  the  accounts  of  Governor  Tompkins  had  been 
settled?     In  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
page  464,  he  says:  **On  the  second  head,  that  of  a  rea- 
sonable commission  for  his  disbursements  during  the  kte 
war,  1  have  allowed  him  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole  sum 
disbursed  by  him,  amounting  to  ninety-two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  thirteen  cents.     I  have 
made  him  this  extra  allowance,  in  consideration  of  the  aid 
which  he  afforded  to  the  Government  at  that  important 
epoch  in  obtsuning  the  loan  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
sum  thus  disburaed."     Here  the  idea  of  allowing  a  com- 
mission on  money  borrowed  or  loans  obtained  is  introduced 
for  the  first.tiqie.     It  is  not  to  be  seen  in  the  law  itself, 
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ntssedat  this  moment,  Uirouphoul  the  European  world? 
Is  it  not  that  the  people  are  about  to  commence  a  atrug"- 
gie  fur  tlieir  rights;  that  they  are  willing^  to  encounter  all 
the  perils  of  revolution,  in  order  to  redress  the  wrongs  and 
correct  the  evils  of  legislation  as  it  has  existed  among  them  ? 
With  them,  legislation  has  been  forthe  benefit  of  the  f«w, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  many  rand  at  the  nnoment  when,  by 
a  m'ghty  effort,  they  are  endeavoring  to  arrest  that  evil 
tendency  m  their  affairs,  we  are  called  upon  to  pursue  the 
▼ery  course  which  has  been  so  disastrous  to  them.  Is  it 
wise  that  we,  at  this  critical  juncture  in  the  affairs  of  the 
workl,  should  hold  out  such  a  lesson — such  a  practical  ex- 
eiDpllfication  of  our  doctrines — to  the  view  of  mankind? 
Will  not  the  advocates  of  free  Government  be  dishearten- 
ed by  it,  rather  than  strengthened  in  their  faith,  and  stimu- 
hted  to  further  efforts  in  the  great  cause  of  human  liberty 
vhieh  they  hare  undertaken  to  support?  Pass  this  bill, 
»nd,  my  word  for  it,  our  beau^ful  tiieorics,  of  which  wc 
bive  boasted  so  much,  will  be  regarded  as  a  vain  delusion; 
Uie  precepts  we  have  inculcated,  as  so  much  idle  profes- 
sion, intended  to  deoeive  and  mislead  others,  while  wc  our- 
selves are  unwilling-  to  practise  them.  The  world  will 
see  through  this  disguise,  and  we  must  expect  to  meet  tlie 
odium  it  will  occasion.  No,  sir,  let  us  pursue  a  different 
course— let  us  act  up  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  pro- 
fessions— let  our  example  go  forth  to  the  world  in  all  pu- 
rity and  perfection — ^unimpSiired  by  any  act  of  insincerity 
on  our  part.  Then  we  mav  expect  it  to  be  regarded  by 
others,  and  to  have  that  in^uence  upon  them  which  may 
be  jiecessary  to  support  the  great  cHUse  of  free  and  tquil' 
lioremmcnt. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Monroe  is  now  in  reduced  or  em- 
barrassed circumstances.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  much  to  be 
rr^tted:  but  whose  fault  is  it^  Are  we  not  equally  bound 
to  provide  for  any  other  one  whose  circumstances  are  simi- 
larly embarrassed?  On  this  principle,  there  would  be 
demands  enough  against  the  treasury,  at  every  session,  to 
exhaust  the  whole  revenue  of  tho  country?  Instead  of 
transacting  the  business  of  the  people  whom  we  repre- 
sent; instead  of  looking  to  the  g^at  interests  of  the  nation, 
as  they  may  happen  to  b^  affected  by  questions  growing 
out  of  our  foreign  intercourse  or  views  of  domestic  policy, 
we  should  be  exdwnrely  devoted  to  the  consideration  of 
private  demands,  made  not  upon  the  justice,  but  the  cha- 
ritable feelines  of  Congress.  The  extent  and  pressure  of 
these  demands  would  be  so  ereat  in  a  little  time,  that  they 
could  not  be  met  by  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the  Oovem- 
nient;  and  new  taxes  or  burdens  upon  the  people  must 
necessarily  be  imposed.  It  is  obvious  that  continuance  in 
aich  a  course  would  be  impracticable — ^nay,  sir,  imposn- 
ble.  What,  therefore,  cannot  be  pursued  or  followed  out 
to  the  end,  should  never  be  commenced. 

But  I  am  unwilling  to  admit|  for  one  moment,  tliat  any 
citizen,  situated  as  Mr.  Monroe  has  always  been,  should 
be  at  liberty  to  demand  from  the  Government  any  further 
compensation.  Every  one  who  takes  an  office  is  presum- 
ed to  know  the  salary  attached  to  it.  The  Government 
promises  him  the  salary,  and  nothing  more;  and  when  he 
enters  upon  the  dischai'ge  of  his  duty,  it  must  be  supposed 
^  issatiafied  with  the  assurance  thus  given.  Let  him,  then, 
be  content  with  this  salary,  and  regulate  his  expenditures 
accordingly.  It  is  our  policy  to  allow  moderate  but  suffi- 
cient laliiries,  in  order  to  preserve  those  habits  of  fruga- 
nty  which  should  characterize  every  republican  people. 
The  pomp,  and  splendor,  and  folly  of  European  courts 
would  not  be  attempted  by  any  officer  in  this  nation;  and, 
u  his  disposition  will  not  restrain  him,  the  limited  amount 
of  his  salary  shoidd  do  it.  But,  paas  this  bill,  and  what 
^l  be  the  consequence?  In  effect  you  proclaim  to  the 
world  that  every  officer  is  at  liberty  tc^xpend  just  as  much 
fs  lt«  pleases;  that  his  habits  of  waste  ana  extravapince,  if 
he  has  any,  need  not  be  corrected;  that  if,  by  improvi- 
<lcnce  in  hit  past  Kfe,  he  should  become  indigent  or  em- 


bai-rasscd  in  his  old  age.  Government  will  sustain  and  sup- 
port him.  Sudi  must  be  tlie  calculation  of  every  one  who 
takes  an  office,  and  has  a  disposition  to  expend  more  money 
than  the  salary  allowed  by  law.  The  country  has  arrantcd 
to  Mr.  Monroe  all  the  honors  and  emoluments  whlcli  could 
be  bestowed  upon  him.  He  haa  sought  every  tiling,  and 
has  in  fact  obtained  every  thing.  I,  then,  cannot  admit, 
that,  after  he  has  been  thus  gratified  with  every  thing  he 
desired;  after  he  has  been  advanced  to  every  station  of 
trust  and  profit  which  could  be  conferred  upon  him,  he 
should  be  allowed  to  turn  upon  us  again,  and  say,  you 
have  not  yet  done  enough  for  me:  you  have  not  paid  roe 
as  much  as  I  ought  to  have  had.  He  knew  the  salary  at- 
tached to  every  office  he  has  filled;  and  at  this  late  dxy  he 
should  not  be  permitted  to  plead  that  it  was  not  enough; 
that  he  is  entitled  to  additional  compensation—in  other 
words,  to  inititute  an  action  of  damages  agunst  the  Govern- 
ment on  account  of  the  fiivora  which  the  Government  has 
bestowed  upon  him.  Although  he  may  be  embarrassed,  still 
I  think  it  may  be  asserted  that  he  is  better  ]>rovided  for  than 
ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  the  constituents  of  every 
member  on  this  floor;  and  there  is  not  the  least  danger  he 
will  ever  want  any  of  the  necessaries  or  luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  W.  concluded,  by  saying,  if  any  thinr  had  fiillen 
from  him  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  he  begged  them  to  be  assured  he  did  not 
design  his  remarks  to  liavc  that  effect.  It  was  altogether 
foreign  from  his  purpose  to  excite  the  feelings  of  any  gen- 
tleman, in  discussing  this  delicate  question.  He  had  spoken 
with  no  more  freedom  than  the  case  required;  and  so  much 
as  the  case  required,  he  should  always  feel  bound  to  utse. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  IsUnd,  followed.  He  said, 
Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  communication  addressed  to  us,  this 
session,  in  his  last  appeal  to  Congress,  sajrs,  '*  I  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that,  in  regard  to  my  claims,  I 
ask  no  indulgence  or  favor;  that  1  ask  nothing  which  is 
not  strictly  due  to  roe,  on  sound  principles,  and  which  my 
country  shaU,  on  full  consideration  and  unquestionable 
evidence,  think  that  It  owes  it  to  itself  to  allow  me."  He 
closes  that  communication,  and  takes  his  leave  of  us,  in 
similar  language — "  In  the  dccinon  on  my  claims,  (says 
he,)  1  repeat  that  1  ask  no  favor  or  indulgence;  that  I  ask 
nothing  but  what  sliaH  appear  to  be  strictly  due  to  me,  on 
sound  principles,  on  full  consideration,  and  unquestiona- 
ble evidence,  the  witiiholding  of  wh»h  for  so  long  a 
time  has  subjected  me  to  pains  and  troubles  which  may 
readily  be  conceived."  Does,  then,  Mr.  Monroe  come  be- 
fore this  House  different  irom  other  claimants?  And  shall 
not  his  claims  receive  the  same  respectful  consideration, 
candid  examination,  we  ste  in  the  daily  practice  of  giving 
to  every  other  roan's?  That  he  asks  no  more,  wc  have  his 
written  declaration;  whether  this  is  to  be  denied  him,  is 
the  question  to  be  settled. 

I  did  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  did  expect,  before  I 
witnessed  the  course  of  this  debate,  that,  as  Mr.  Monroe 
asked  no  more  than  was  accoixled  to  every  one  who 
knocked  at  our  door,  what  was  asked  woula  be  given; 
that  as  he  expected  no  favors  from  a  long  and  fiiithful  dis- 
charge of  public  services,  and  the  important  stations  filled, 
that  because  he  had  rendered  those  services,  and  filled 
those  stations,  in  considering  a  claim  that  he  had  preferred 
against  the  Government  ofnis  country,  they  would  not 
be  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  that  claim. 
Our  fears  to  do  wrong  should  not  so  operate  as  to  cause 
us  not  to  do  what  we  may  know  to  be  right.  But,  sir,  it 
is  with  regret  I  say,  the  tendency  of  the  acts  of  gen^e- 
men  who  have  participated  in  this  debate,  (I  impugn  the 
motives  and  intentions  of  no  one,)  has  been  such  as  to  deny 
to  Mr.  Monroe  that  hearing  to  which  no  one  in  his  place 
here  would  dare  to  say  there  was  a  man  in  this  nation  not 
entitled.  The  amount  of  money  he  has  received  from  ^e 
public  treasury  has  been  mentioned,  and  we  have  been 
told  fbMi  he  has  been  for  a  long  time  in  the  employ  of  the 
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Government  of  the  United  States,  lonj^er  than  any  othji- 
man.  For  the  argument,  be  it  so.  If  he  was  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  departments  for  six  years,  did  he  receive  as 
a  compensation  for  his  services  more  than  was  allowed  by 
liw'  If  he  was  President  eight  years,  was  he  paid  more 
than  his  predecessors,  Madison,  Jefierson,  or  Washing- 
ton^ If  he  was  twice  Governor  of  Virginia,  was  he  not 
paid  as  the  other  Governora  of  that  State  had  been?  If, 
in  our  revolutionary  struggle,  young  as  he  then  was,  he 
foiigiit  our  battles,  and  moistened  the  soil  of  New  Jersey 
with  his  blood,  did  he  then  receive,  or  has  he  since  claim- 
ed,  more  than  what  was  allowed  to  others  of  the  same 
gnide?  Sir,  what  do  these  arguments  lead  ns  to?  If  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  contract  with  one  of  its 
roost  distinguished  citizens  fbr  the  performance  of  certain 
acts,  the  compensation  for  which  is  by  law  regulated,  and 
the  contract  in  all  its  parts  has  been  compiled  with,  and 
the  money  paid,  and  there  is  afterwards  between  the  same 
parties  another  contract  for  other  services,  a  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  the  first,  according  to  the  declaration  of 
gentlemen,  (I  will  not  say  argument,  j  is  a  full  discharge 
of  the  second.  This  is  the  effect  of  their  reasoning;  it 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  now  before  this  com- 
mittee. No  man,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  heretofore  thought 
that,  because  by  his  meritorioussenrices,  great  experience, 
and  superior  qualifications,  he  had,  in  the  estimation  of 
his  fellow -citizens,  some  claim  for  important  trusts,  that 
claim,  in  regard  to  his  other  rights,  should  operate  against 
him;  but  this  is  the  measure  of  justice  to  Mr.  Monroe.  If 
gentlemen  be  disposed  to  do  what  they  have  professed  a 
willingness  to  do,  why  have  they  resorted  to  such  re- 
marks? Tlie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wil- 
liams,] who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  has  reminded  the 
committee  of  what  a  late  Governor  of  Virginia  (Mr. 
Giles)  has  said  of  Mr.  Monroe,  in  regard  to  the  ammmt 
of  money  he  has  received  from  the  public,  and,  in  telling 
us  one  thing  that  gentleman  said,  has,  no  doubt,  whether 
he  so  intended  or  not,  reminded  every  member  of  this 
committee  of  another  thing  that  Govcror  Giles  said  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  that  he  Iwul  alwa3rs  been  a  public  pauper,  and 
that  tlie  United  States  must,  as  they  always  had,  continue 
to  support  him.  What  is  the  effect  of  this  but  to  enlist 
the  prejudices  of  every  devoted  friend  of  the  late  Go- 
vernor of  Virginia  against  the  claim  of  James  Manr«e? 
Tliis  does  not  agree  with  tlie  professions  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  made  when  he  commenced  his 
rcmarksy  and  is  hardly  excused  by  his  apology,  made 
when  he  concluded  them.  His  greatest  apprehenson  at 
first  appeared  to  be  tliat  Mr.  Monroe's  claim  would  be 
more  favorably  considered  tlian  other  men's,  from  the 
great  services  he  had  rendered,  and  high  offices  he  had 
filled:  when  relieved  of  that,  I  submit  it  to  that  gentle- 
man whether  it  was  fair,  or  just,  or  comports  with  his 
ideas  of  what  is  correct,  by  any  allusion  of  his,  to  awaken 
prejudicps  that  will  deprive  B€r.  Monroe's  claim  of  thatoou- 
aiderjOiion  we  are  bound  to  give  every  man'a  in  the  nation. 

We  are  not  now  called  on  to  pass  upon  the  bickerings 
of  two  men,  one  now  in  the  grave,  and  the  other  upon  the 
brink  of  it;  in  other  ages  and  other  times,  justice  will  be 
done,  as  I  hope,  to  both,  when  the  passions  of  the  mo- 
ment shall  have  subsided,  and  when  we,  too,  who  may  now 
have  our  prejudices  and  personal  predilections,  shall  be 
gathered  to  our  fathers.  Then,  perhaps,  some  men's 
reputation  and  fame  will  not  depend  upon  whattlicy  might 
have  said  against  the  purity  of  James  Monroe's  character, 
but  upon  their  being  Dpm  in  the  same  State,  and  living  in 
the  iiame  age  with  him. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  other  objectiona  to  this 
claim,  which  ought  to  be  considered  bjr  some  one,  before 
the  merits  of  it  are  examined,  as  well  from  their  peculiar 
character,  as  the  quarter  from  which  they  come.  I  must 
confess  I  was  surprised  to  hear  such  objections  from  such 
a  source;  frorn  men  who,  to  do  them  justice,  I  o^ight  to| 


say,  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  have  watched  tlie 
treasury  with  Argus  eyes,  but  men,  from  my  knowledge  of 
tliem,  I  did  suppose  were  not  willing  to  arraign,  wiUtout 
good  cause,  the  motives  or  conduct  of  others.  Sir,  I 
heard  with  regret  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whit- 
tlrskt]  say,  that  because  wc  had  received  ft-om  the  citj. 
zcns  of  Albemarle  cotmty,  Virginia,  the  county  in  which 
Mr.  Monroe  was  born,  and  from  the  citizens  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  where  Mr.  Monroe  now  isypetittoiuurginfi; 
upon  us  the  necessity  of  consiilering  and  examining  iu» 
claim,  and  nothing  more,  that  those  citizens  were  Mr. 
Monroe's  creditors,  and*  were  consequently  actuated  by 
sinister  motives.  Sir,  this  must  liavc  been  said  without 
much  reflection:  it  was  well  enough  for  the  gentierosn, 
because  he  opposeil  this  claim  in  1826,  to  oppose  it  now; 
but  he  ought  at  least,  more  especially  as  ha  had  no  proof 
to  the  contrary,  to  have  had  charity  enough  to  have  be- 
lieved that  the  citizens  of  Albemasie  and  of  New  York 
might  have  been  actuated  by  motives  dificrcnt  from  those 
which  he  has  thought  proper  to  ascribe  to  them.  He 
mtg^t  have  suppose<l  that  it  was  known  to  them,  Blr.  Mon- 
roe had,  as  he  thought,  a  claim,  an  honest  and  legal  claim, 
upon  the  United  States,  and  all  he  wanted  was  a  fair,  dis- 
passionate, and  legal  investigation  of  this  claim;  and,  when 
lie  had  satisfied  himself  of  this,  he  might,  without  any 
great  tax  upon  liis  own  mind,  suppose  that  the  citizens 
of  Albemarle,  who  know  Mr.  Monroe  best,  because  tbev 
have  known  him  the  longest,  and  have  been  more  closely 
connected  with  him  than  any  other  portion  of  this  coun- 
try, tlie  citizens  of  New  York,  w)io  know  what  Mr.  Mon- 
roe now  is  in  regard  to  his  pecuniary  concerns,  from 
seeing  him  with  them,  and  by  this  are  also  reminded  of 
what  he  once  was,  might,  without  being  influenced  by 
such  motives  as  the  gentleman  lias  ascribed  to  them,  hare 
sent  to  us  the  petitions  which  are  now  on  the  files  of  the 
House  in  his  behalf. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  tlie  gentleman  from  Oliio  is  warnaled 
in  his  supposition  from  what  he  would  call  testioKmy,  up- 
on what  ground  do  we  stimd,  who  may  differ  from  tbat 
gentleman  on  the  merits  of  this  claim?  Under  whatimpu* 
tation  does  a  majority  of  both  Houses  lie,  who,  in  18^6, 
voted  for  what  was  tlicn  allowed  Mr.  Monroe.'  The  same 
insinuations  which  have  been  made  against  the  citizens  of 
Albemarle  and  New  York,  (and  there  are  tlie  same  g^niumU 
for  tiiem,)  can  be  made  against  us. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
from  further  reflection,  will  conclude  that  what  lie  has  said 
was  gratuitous,  uncalled  for,  and,  by  evidence  before  us, 
unwarranted*-  We  arc  required  to  meet  another  objec- 
tion made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  presented  as  a 
le^l  one.  By  the  act  of  IS^S-T,  Mi*.  Monroe  is  to  be 
paid  the  sum  of  money  by  that  act  granted,  in  fiiUof  all 
his  claims  against  the  United  States «  and  because  ia  the 
passing  of  that  act,  in  reference  to  the  phraseolog}'  of 
which  Mr.  Monroe  said  nothing,  and  could  not  csy.  any 
thing,  because  he  knew  nothing.  Congress  thought  proper 
to  use  the  language  now  in  use,  in  reference  to  all  our 
enactments  in  regartl  to  claims,  *<  in  full  satisfiiction  and 
discharge  of  all  the  ckims  of  James  Monroe  against  tbc 
United  States,"  whether  it  were  so  or  not,  he  is  tbercbj 
precluded  the  right  to  present  the  claim  now  before  us. 
Sir,  to  every  hargain,  contract,  or  agreement;  to  c\ery 
lease,  relinquishment,  or  release,  I  have  always  been 
taught  to  benevc  there  must  be  at  least  two  parties— om 
to  give  or  execute,  and  the  other  to  take  or  receive, « 
pursuance  of  terms  previously  arranged  and  agreed  on. 
When  did  Mr.  Monroe,  or  any  one  acting  in  his  behslf,  a^T 
friend  of  his,  say  for  him,  tbat  appropriatioii  for  his  bene* 
flt  at  the  time  mentioned  should  be  a  full  ftnd  complete  liqu^ 
dation  of  his  claim?  .At  no  {time,  nevei^-so  fiir  from  tbtf 
being  the  case,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  M*** 
can,]  under  whose  paternal  charge  thecfium  of  Air*  ^^^ 
roc  then  was,  as  it  now  is,  declared  to  the  House,  that  so 
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far  from  the  sum  then  appropriated  being  in  iull  discharge 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  claim,  so  ^eat,  as  he  supposed*  would 
be  his  disiattsraction,  that  ne  did  not  believe  he  would 
Uke  what  was  allowed  him:  he  did  take  it,  but  not  at  any 
time  with  an  acknowledgment  tliat  it  wai  in  full  satisfaction 
of  his  claim — all  his  acts,  all  the  acts  of  his  friends.  From  that 
time  to  this,  showed  that  the  amount  appropriated  was  not 
to  his  and  their  minds  a  satisfaction  of  his  claim.  At  the 
next  session,  his  friends  from  Albemarle  petitioned  us  in 
liis  behalf,  for  the  balance |  and  this  petition,  if  not  gotten 
up  at  bis  instance,  (I  do  not  beliere  it  was»)  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume was  not  presented  against  his  will.  Sir,  from  that 
time  to  this,  there  has  been  a  petition  before  us  in  favor  of 
James  Monroe.  Does  this  look  like  a  relinquishmejit  of  what 
he  considered  was  fiiirly  due  him,  and  wliat  he  was  legally 
entitled  to?  No,  it  cannot  be  so  pretended—I  was  an  eye- 
witness of  the  mode  in  which  we  legislated  upon  tlie  claim 
in  1826-Y:  the  report  of  the  select  committee  was  made 
at  a  ¥cry  late  period  of  the  session,  and  the  bill  did  not 
come  before  us  until  our  night  sessions  had  commenced, 
favorable  to  any  thing  but  sober  deliberation. 

Attlie  close  of  the  session,  and  in  the  hurry  of  the  mo- 
ment, the  friends  of  tlie  bill  were  willing  to  take  any  sum 
rather  than  continue  the  whole  question  to  the  next  ses- 
^on^  and  I  take  upon  myself  to  say  that,  in  relation  to  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated,  tliere  was  not  a  full,  or  even 
a  deliberate  discussion.  This  claim  is  not,  then,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  one  gentleman  [Mr.  Cuiltoii]  has  charitably  as- 
serted, an  afterthought  on  tlie  part  of  Mr.  Monroe,  or 
any  of  his  friendAi  nor  has  the  money  received  been  a 
waiver  of  what  he  conceived  heretofore,  and  now  alleges 
to  be  due  him.  I  therefore  submit  to  the  committee, 
whether  there  is  any  good  ground  for  the  objection  found- 
ed upon  the  appropriation  made  to  M^.  Monroe,  as  con- 
stituting a  barrier  to  the  present  application)  and  whether 
this  is  an  application  to  indemnify  Mr.  Monroe  for  moneys 
expended  m  fieastiDg  his  friends.  1  will  fuUy  consider  that, 
when  1  come  more  directly  to  the  merits  of  this  claim. 
There  is  one  objection  nK>re,  however,  made  bv  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  which  I  mi^ht  as  well  consider 
now  as  at  any  other  time-— an  objection  that  applies  just 
as  weU  to  any  other  claim  as  this;  if  good  ia  thia  case, 
equally  so  in  any  other.  Why  should  we,  says  the  gen- 
tleman, pay  Mr.  Monroe,  when  there  are  others  who 
have  claims  upon  us  we  do  not  pay;  the  war«worn  ve- 
teran, the  soldier  of  tlie  revolution?  If,  sir,  this  argu- 
ment is  to  obtain,  we  never  can  pi^  any  one,  because 
ve  cannot  or  may  not  be  disposed  to  pay  all  at  the 
wne  time.  When  the  case  of  the  soldier  of  the  revo- 
lution is  called,  we  cannot  act  upon  that,  because  Mr. 
Monroe  has  a  claim  that  is  not  satisfied:  we  caiMOt  pay 
Mr.  Monroe,  bcoause  the  soldier  and  others  have  not  been 
paid. 

I  believe  the  gentleman  will  do  me  the* justice  to  say 
that  I  have  gone  as  far  a^  any  one,  certainly  as  far  as  he 
has  gone,  in  wtisfying  what  1  deemed  to  be  the  rightful 
claims  of  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution, 
whose  cases  have  been  before  us.  The  gentleman's  argu- 
tnent  has  been  one,  too,  common  with  all  those  that  hs^e 
objections  to  paving  any  one.  Another  objection  has 
been  made,  which  cuims  a  moment's  consideratiQiii  and 
this,  from  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  items  accrued,  this 
would  be  tenable,  if  unexplained,  not  repelled  by  facts 
ukI  circumstances  which  gentlemen  might  have  acquainted 
themselves  with,  if  they  had  read  the  communication  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  or  attended  to  tl&e  report  of  the  committee. 
To  my  mind,  sir,  satisfactory  reasons  are  given  why  at- 
tempts liave  not  been  made  to  enforce  it  before.  Called 
from  his  first  mission,  under  peculiar  circumstances,  he 
lud,  in  the  first  place,  to  vindicate  his  cliaracter  and  repu- 
t^n  as  a  public  man,  more  dear  to  him  than  money;  and 
while  he  was  doing  that,  he  was  willing  the  Government 
siiould  pay  his  agent  what  at  that  time  might  be  in  their 


own  opinion  due,  rather  than  cavil  witli  them  about  it:  he, 
however,  g^ve  no  discharge,  nor-authorized  anyone  to  be 
given  in  his  name.  He  was  soon  called  to  the  office  of 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Virginia,  an^  had  hardly  served  his 
constitutional  term,  before  he  was  called  to  his  second 
mission.  So  soon  as  that  was  ended,  he  was  i^in  csdled  by 
the  citiseiw  of  his  native  State  to  the  same  office  Irom 
which  he  was  transferred  to  the  departments  here,  which 
he  left  for  the  office  of  President  oif  the  United  States,  m 
which  he  remained  eieht  years. 

He  was  in  public  lite,  with  a  very  small  interruption, 
from  the  time  he  was  called  to  his  first  mission  to  the  end 
of  his  Presidential  term.  Aliter  his  successor  was  chosen, 
then  he  made  out  and  afterwaiib  presented  this  claim 
now  under  consideration,  anterior  to  which  there  was  no 
period  in  which  he  could  with  propriety  have  done  it. 

Sir,  the  relative  situation  of  Mr.  Monroe  fiimishes  are- 
ply  to  tlie  objection,  and  removes  the  presumption  of 
payment  from  length  of  time. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  replied  to  most  of  the  ob- 
jections brought  against  this  claim  by  gentlemen  who  are 
opposed  to  any  allowance  whatsoever;  others  will  be 'con- 
sidered in  the  examination  more  directly  of  the  merits  of 
the  claim  itself.  I  am  sensible  I  have  lUready  trespassed 
somewhat  upon  tlie  patience  of  the  committee,  but  they 
will  bear  in  mind  that  I  was  the  first  who  obtained  the 
floor  ailer  these  objections  were  made;  and,  as  a  friend  of 
the  bill,  it  was  as  much  my  duty  to  meet  them,  as  it  would 
be  any  gentleman's  on  the  same  side  of  tlie  question- who 
might  succeed  me. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mbxcxr,]  who  nre- 
scnted  this  claim  with  so  much  clearness,  and  urgeo  its 
adoption  with  so  much  zeal  and  eloquence,  certainly  did 
not  anticipate  these  objections;  and,  if  he  had,  it  would 
not  have  been  his  provmce  to  reply  to  them.  One  word  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  pending  motion.  The  gentleman  from. 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Cuiltow]  no  doubt  thinks  there  is  nothinc^ 
due  Jan^es  Monroe;  but  ought  he  not  to  hiwe  supposed 
there  might  be  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  mightthink 
there  was  some  part  of  the  claim  which  ought  to  be  paid, 
though  not  the  whole  of  it?  If  his  motion  prevails,  thoae 
gentlemen  will  be  debarred  the  right  of  moving  for  the 
lesser  sum,  when  in  their  consciences  they  believe  there 
is  something  due.  Is  this  the  motion,  then,  which,  at  this 
stage  of  the  inquiry  and  investigation,  ought  to  be  made^ 
I  think  iiott 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a  consideration  of  those 
items  which  constitute  Mr.  Monroe's  claim,  and  will  state 
them  as  I  understand  them,  before  I  read  them  from  the 
committee's  report.  First,  a  claim  for  contingent  ex- 
penses during  his  first  mission  to  France,  with  interest;  a 
claim  for  allowances  after  his  recall,  during  his  detention 
in  Europe,  before  he  could  embark  for  this  country;  inte- 
rest upon  tlie  money  which  he  was  compelled  to  hire,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  outfit  not^  being  paid  before  he  sailed  from 
tills  country;  an  additional  allowance  for  contingent  ex- 
penses while  in  England;  losses  suitalnod  in  the  purchase 
of  a  house  in  Paris;  money  disbursed  to,  iind  expenses  in- 
curred to  effect  the  liberation  of  Thomas  Paine;  and  com- 
missions on  loans  of  money  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  obtained  by  extraordinary  exertions  and  by 
his  personal  crcdit  during  the  late  war.  These  are  the 
principal  items  of  his  claim. 

As  Mr.  Monroe's  first  mission  was  attended  with  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  and  at  a  ci*itical  period  in  the  history 
of  France,  we  must  for  a  moment  advert  to  the  situation 
of  that  country,  to  show  that  his  services  wer*  extraordi- 
nary, hia  expenses  necessarily  gi'eat,  and  that  no  allowance 
to  any  minister  befbre,  or  any  similar  claim  since  tliat 
period,  could  form  a  just  criterion  by  which  we  can  judge 
of  the  sum  which  ought  to  be  paid  to  liim.  The  French 
revolution  was  just  over;  the  nations  of  Europe  were 
combined  to  crush  tlie  French  nation^  and  they  luid  to 
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fight  their  battles  agmnst  a  world  in  arms.  The  operation 
of  their  edicts  and  decrees  had  brought  within  their  grasp 
millions  of  property  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and 
incarcerated  thousands  of  our  citizens.  As  many  who 
were  not  imprisoned,  Were  anxiously  waiting  the  nte  of 
their  property,  then  under  seizure,  there  was  not  in 
France  at  that  time  any  consular  power  established,  to  re- 
lease from  their  confinement  our  citizens;  to  c1%im  and 
effect  a  release  of  their  property:  to  assert,  and  bv  argfu- 
ment  enforce  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  required  no 
ordinary  talents,  no  common  share  of  zeal  and  persever- 
ance, and  was  consequently  the  cause  of  extra  expense. 
Three  secretaries  were  employed  by  him  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  houses  were  rented  for  their  accommodation,  and 
heavy  expenses  were  incurred  on  their  account.  Was 
this  necessary^  There  is  not  a  man  who  hears  me,  who 
will  say  it  was  not.  For  whose  benefit^  For  the  people 
of  the  United  States — for  American  citizens.  Can  it  be 
expected  that  Mr.  Monroe,  or  any  other  man,  situated  as 
he  was,  could  exhibit  vouchers  for  all  the  expenses  which 
he  was  compelled  to  incur  on  our  account,  under  such  an 
extraordinary  state  of  things^ 

Sir,  I  am  not  surortsed  that  he  has  a  claim  for  an  ad- 
ditional allowanoe  for  contingent  expenses,  but  am  sur- 
prised that  it  should  be  no  larger  than  the  one  presented. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  asks  for  vouchers. 
The  very  nature  of  the  service  forbids  the  production  of 
them.  In  many  of  the  common  and  ordinary  transactions 
of  life,  they  are  not  expected.  Are  they  produced  in  set- 
tling the  concerns  between  ships-husband  or  owner,  and 
the  master,  as  to  many  expenses  and  disbursements  be- 
tween the  principal,  his  hcior  or  agents  No:  the  gentle- 
man knows  they  are  neither  produced  nor  expected. 

[Here  Mr.  WILLIAMS  rose,  and  said,  what  he  meant 
by  vouchers,  was  a  detailed  statement.] 

In  reply  to  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  could  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  that  it  would  be  just  as  dif- 
ficult to  produce,  and  just  as  unreasonable  to  expect,  this 
detailed  statement,  as  the  vouchers  which  have  been  called 
for.  Sir,  these  contingent  expenses  are  paid  to  no  min- 
ister, under  any  ordinary  state  of  affairs,  in  consequence  of 
the  production  of  vouchers. 

Mr.  Cliairman,  there  are  some  things  probable  in  them- 
selves, and  do  not  require  a  very  great  share  of  proof  di- 
rect, to  command  our  beUef;  and  there  are  others  in 
themselves  so  improbable,  we  cannot  well  befieve  them, 
when  fortified  bv  proofs  the  most  positive.  That  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's expenses  should  have  been,  during  his  first  mission  to 
France,  while  at  Paris,  greater,  by  the  amount  stated,  than 
ministers  on  ordinary  occasions,  is  not  only  highly  proba- 
ble, but  is  proved  positively  by  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Skipworth,  Mr.  Gelson,  and  all  the  other  testimony  in  the 
case.  I  could,  if  it  were  neceSMoy,  take  another  ground: 
If  Mr.  Monroe  did  not  know  that  the  allowance  claimed 
was  not  only  equitable,  but  legal,  would  he,  is  there  a 
man  living  who  nas  any  knowledge  of  the  character  of 
James  Monroe,  who  can  for  one  minute  believe  that  he 
would,  in  his  old  age,  in  private  life,  having  filled  so  many 
offices,  haying  discharged  the  duties  of  them  with  so  much 
honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  the  country,  thus  persevere 
ill  a  claim  that  was  not  absolutely  just?  He  has  the  feel- 
ings of  a  man,  and  knows  full  well  the  ordeal  every  one 
has  to  pass  through^  who  applies  to  Congress  for  tfate  set- 
tlement of  an  account;  and,  when  became  before  us,  no 
doubt  knew  that  he  would  necessarily  be  subjected  to  the 
scoffs  and  sneers  of  many  whose  province  it  would  be  to 
pass  upon  his  claim;  perhaps  anticipated  what  has  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  he  was  calling 
on  Congress  to  pay  him  for  feasting  his  friends  in  Paris. 

With  this  knowledge  of  consequences,  would  this  claim 
have  been  the  seconcf  time  before  us,  if  it  were  not  in  all 
respects  just  and  equitable?  I  am  satisfied  it  wotdd  not. 
Well,  sir,  if  money  be  due,  and  it  has  been  w^ithhcld. 


is  not  interest  due  as  well  as  principal?  But  the  'gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  informs  us  that  the  United  States 
are  to  be  viewed  as  a  moral  person,  always  presumed  to 
be  ready  to  pay  what  he  owes  whenever  called  on— t  pre- 
sumption not  warranted  by  facts— atid  that  consequently 
no  interest  is  to  be  allowed  on  claims  against  the  United 
States.  As  this  moral  person  is  sometimes  guilty  of  im- 
moral acts,  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  gentleman's  doctrine: 
he  will  not  say" that  interest  has  never  been  allowed  on 
claims  against  the  United  States — look  into  our  statutes, 
and  you  can  find  more  than  fif^y  cases  in  which  it  has  been 
allowed.  If  there  ever  has  been  any  rule  on  the  subject, 
it  has  been  to  suffer  each  case  to  depend  upon  its  pecu- 
liar circumstances  and  merits.  But  why  waste  time  on 
this  question?  Interest  was  allowed  on  so  much  of  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Monroe  as  was  sanctioned  by  Congress  in 
1826;  and  our  legfislation  at  that  time  relieves  me  of  some 
labor  in  the  further  investigpation  of  this  claim.  In  1826, 
Congress  allowed  interest  on  so  much  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
claim  as  was  at  that  time  favorably  considered,  from  1810 
to  1826;  their  decision  is  to  be  at  this  time  respected,  or 
not — ^if  not,  then  the  whole  question  is  now  before  us;  but 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  what  we  have  done  should  influence 
and  direct  ub  in  what  we  are  to  do,  having  allowed  inte- 
rest from  1810  to  1836,  it  appears  to  me  we  cannot  resist 
the  allowance  of  interest  from  the  time  the  claim  accrued 
to  1810.  If  for  one  period  it  be  correct,  it  is  equally  w 
for  the  other.  I  dismiss,  then,  this  part  of  the  claim.  That 
Mr.  Monroe  was  entitled  to  an  outfit  on  bis  mission  to 
France,  and  that  it  was  not  paid  until  some  years  after  it 
was  due,  all  wilt  acknowledge:  that  if,  in  consequence  of 
its  net  being  paid,  he  was  compelled  to  hire  money  in 
amount  equal  to  that  for  which  he  paid  interest,  to  me  it 
is  evident  that  he  should  be  allowed  this  interest;  and  it 
would  be  no  more  than  indemnity  to  pay  him  interest  on 
the.  sum  he  paid  for  interest. 

His  contingent  expenses  during  his  mission  to  England 
constituting  another  item  of  claim,  he  takes  Mr.  Ring's 
allowance  as  a  standard  for  his  own;  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, as  the  committeie  have  observed,  that  Mr.  Mooioe 
was  h)  England  when  Europe  was  at  war,  when  the  de- 
crees aiKl  edUcts  of  the  belliserents  wiere  the  causes  of  the 
seizures  and  sequestration  of  our  property  to  vast  amoants, 
and  Mr.  King^s  mission  was  during  a  period  of  peace,  the 
standard  assumed  cannot  afford  more  than  a  fair  allow- 
ance. It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  what  has  been  said  of 
interest,  so  far  as  it  may  be  connected  with  this  part  of  the 
chum.  Nor  will  I  detain  the  eommittee  but  a  moment  in 
considering  that  part  of  the  claim  which  under  the  first 
mlsnon  to  France  accrued  af^er  audience  of  leave,  and 
during 4iis  detention  in  Europe — to  leave  Europe  after  he 
had  received  notice  of  his  recall,  was  impossible.  The 
French  coast  being  blockaded,  he  had  no  opportunity  of 
doing  it — ^to  have  continued  in  France,  mignt  hare  in- 
creased in  his  own  countty  the  prejudices  against  him; 
and  to  have  left  Europe,  and  embarked  for  the  United 
States,  if  an  opportuni^  had  offered,  as  his  successor  was 
not  accredited,  and  no  communications,  but  througjh  hini) 
could  at  that  time  be  received,  might  have  been  injiv^ 
cious.  This  expense  accruing  under  circom^nces  which 
he  could  not  control,  the  Government  in  g^ood  faith  weft 
bound  to  par,  and  interest  on  so  much  as  has  not  been 
paid,  accorolng  to  principles  assumed  in  the  allowance  oi 
interest  on  the  other  items  already  noticed.  Reserving 
to  myself  tlie  right  of  making  a  few  remarks  on  that  ptfj 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  clum  connected  with  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  the  house  in  Paris,  the  liberation  of  ThoroasPainc^ 
and  money  expended  on  his  account,  the  loans  i^go- 
tiated,  I  submit  the  residue  of  the  claim  as  reported  by 
the  select  committee  as  proper  to  be  by  us  accepted,  al- 
lowed, and  paid,  and  what  will  be  short  of  an  indemnity 
for  the  services  rendered,  and  moneys  in  good  fcith  ex- 
pended on  account  of  the  United  States. 
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Us.  7, 1831.] 


Claim  of  James  Monroe, 


[H.  ot  R. 


1.  Difftrence  between  sum  cbumed  by  Mr. 
Monroe  fqr  contingent  expenses  of  first 
musion  to  Fmnce,  and  that  allowed  by 
Conereas  in  1826.  .... 

2.  Dttterence  between  sum  claimed  by  him 
for  contingent  expenses  of  the  mistton  to 
England,  and  that  allowed  by  Congress  in 
1826, 

3.  Interest  on  the  sum  allowed  in  1826,  for 
contiDgent  expenses  of  tiie  first  mission  to 
France,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $1,495  85,  from 
the  ISthDecembery  1796,  being  the  mean 
period  between  the  beginning  and  termtna- 
tion  of  the  mission,  tp  December,  1810, 
vhen  the  interest  then  allowed  commenced, 

4.  Interest  on  the  additional  sum  now  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed,  to  wit,  the  sum  of 
$2,019  15,  from  the  same  period  to  March, 
1829,    

5.  Interest  on  the  sum  allowed  in  1836,  for 
contingent  expenses  of  mission  to  England, 
to  wit,  the  sum  of  $437  68,  from  the  Utof 
September,  1806,  bising  the  mean  period 
between  the  beginning  and  termination  of 
the  mission,  after  the  retium  from  Spain, 
to  December,  1810,        .... 

6.  Interest  on  the  additional  sum  now  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed,  to  wit,  the  sum  of 
1(1,562  32,  &oni  same  period  to  March,  1829, 

7.  Interest  on  tHb  sum  allowed  in  1826,  for 
detention  in  France,  in  1797,  after  audience 
of  lesve,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $2,750,  from 
April,  1797,  to  December,  1810, when  the 
interest  sllowed  in  1826  commenced,     -  , 

&•  Interest  on  sum  allowed  in  1826,  for  de- 
murrage paid  to  J.  Hicks,  to  wit,  the 
«um  of  $350,  from  March  7,  1803,  when 
it  Wis  psid,  to  December,  1810,  when  in- 
terest heretofore  allowed  commenced,    - 

9.  Interest  on  outfit  of  second  mission  to 
France,  from  January,  1803,  to  May,  1810, 

10.  Interest  on  the  foregoing  sum,  from  May, 
1810,  to  March,  1829,  -        .        -        .* 

11.  Interest  on  the  sum  allowed  in  1826,  for 
extraordinary  expenses  of  detention  in  Eng- 
land, to  wit,  the  sum  of  $10,500,  from  the 
I5th  September,  1806,  being  the  mean  pe- 
riod between  the  commencement  and  ter- 
mination of  Uiat  mittion,  to  December, 
1810,  when  interest  heretofore  allowed 
commenced,    ------ 


$2,019  15 


1,562  32 


1,252  77 


3,902  03 


111  60 


2,109  13 


2,241  25 


162  84 
3,915  00 
4,423  95 


2,677  50 


$24,377  04 


Before  we  come  to  a  eonclusion  on  the  question  of  in 
demnity  for  the  loss  sustained  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
tbe  house  in  Paris,  let  us  ask,  for  whose  good  did  Mr. 
Monroe  act  in  this  transaction^  for  himself,  or  for  his 
country  >  Did  he  act  in  good  faith?  and  had  he  a  reason- 
able expectation  the  house  would  be  taken  by  his  Govern- 
ment for  the  residence  of  future  ministers  of  the  United 
States^  Sir,  in  relation  to  this  transaction,  he  did  not  act 
unadvisedly;  he  availed  himself  of  the  opinions  of  the  most 
distinguished  and  enlightened  Americans  then  at  Paris; 
Among  others,  the  two  gentlemen  whose  statements  are  in 
the  documents  of  the  case.  From  all  the  liglits  he  could 
derive,  he  found  the  purchase  necessary,  not  only  to  in- 
crease his  influence  with  those  in  power,  but  to  establish 
upon  a  film  basis  the  favors  and  esteem  conciliated,  by 
means  of  which  he  could  act,  and  did  act,  more  efficient- 
ly for  the  American  interest  than  any  one  could  or  did 
anticipate;  so  much  so,  as  to  excite  not  only  the  enry,  but, 


in  fiict,  the  jealousy  of  the  citizens  of  his  native  country. 
For  whose  benefit  was  this  influence  exercised'    For  his 
country.     Shall,  then,  Mr.  Monroe  bear  this  loss>    Mr. 
Chairman,  he  was  not  without  a  precedent.     The  pur- 
chase of  the  house  at  the  Hague  was  a  case  in  point. 
What  his  Government  had  done  for  another  minister 
abroad,  acting  in  good  faith,  he  had  a  right  to  suppose 
would  be  done  in  regard  to  this  transaction.     But  he  was 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  recalledf  he  had  no  time  to 
offer  the  purchase  to  his  own  Government,  or  sell  the 
estate  on  favorable  terms  to  any  ohe  in  Paris.     The  whole 
of  this  loss  has  fallen  on  Mr.  Monroe,  and  was  partly  oc- 
casioned by  the  acts  of  our  Goveirnpient,  the  result  of  an 
imwarrantable  jealousy,  founded  upon  nothing  in  fact  but 
his  great  influence  at  the  time  with  the  French  nation, 
never  exercised  but  for  his  country's  good.     I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  people  of  this  country  are  ready  to  say  that  he 
shall  bear  this  loss.     The  next  consideration  for  the  com- 
mittee is  the  claim  for  moneys  disbursed  for  the  liberation 
and  aid  of  Thomas  Paine.     Mr.  Monroe  was  in  France, 
the  representative  of  the  sovereignty  of  this  country: 
Paine  was  in  prison,  had  been  repeatedly  threatened  with 
the  guillotine;  had  once  escaped  it,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  by  a  providential  act;  his  health  destroyed,  and 
his  privations  and  sufferings  so  severe,  thst  his  lire  was  in 
imminent  danger.     What  was  his  language  and  appeal  to 
Mr.  Monroe  ?    1  am  an  American — I  am  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States;  I  conjure  you  by  the  love  you  bear  to  that 
country,  whose  citizen  1  am,  and  to  establish  whose  liber- 
ties we  both  for  years  have  labored — help,  extend  to  me 
your  aid,  or  I  die !     Sir,  if  Thomas  Pune  had  been  before 
unknown  to  Mr.  Monroe,  this  thrilling  and  spirit-stirring 
lang^ag«  could  be  neither  resisted  nor  disregarded.    The 
magic  words,  **I  am  a  Roman  citizer.,"  in  the  worst  days 
of  Rome,  praserved  the  rights  of  the  individual  inviolable, 
and  arrested  the  arm  of  him  who  was  prepared  to  inflict 
the  stripes.     Mr.  Monroe  has  been  allowed  what  he  paid 
in  effecting  the  liberation  of  Madame  Lafayette,  why  should 
he  not  be  paid  his  expenses  incurred  in  the  liberation  of 
Thomas  Paine !     Let  not  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion be  mingled  with  the  feelings  of  the  day.     Whether 
Mr.  Paine  was,  during  our  revolutionarv  struggle,^  the 
hireling  writer,  as  \\»b  been  alleged,  or  whether  his  writ- 
ings on  religious  subjects  hav%  not  been  the  cause  of  much 
harm  to  the  world,  is  not  now  the  question  for  us  to  con- 
sider; was  not,  at  the  time,  this  appeal  a  subject  of  conside- 
ration for  Mr.    Monroe?      Ought  Mr.    Monroe,  as  our 
minister  abroad,  to  have  done  less?  and  shall  he  not  be 
countenanced  by  this  Government,  and  paid  for  what  by 
him  was  done?     Sir,  it  would  have  been  an  everlasting 
stain  upon  this  country,  if  Thomas  Paine,  an  American, 
had  been  suffered  to  die  in  prison,  in  that  city  where  the 
representative  of  this  nation  was,  without  an  effort  to  re- 
lieve him.     Such  was  the  estimation  in  which  Thomas 
Paine  was  held  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  if  the  rumors  of  the  day 
are  to  be  credited,  that  long  after  his  liberation  Tke  re- 
ceived his  aid  and  support. 

The  last  subject  reserved  for  consideration  is,  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Monroe,  on  account  of  loans  negotiated  du- 
ring thelate  war,  obtained  by  extraordinary  exertions  on 
his  part,  and  by  his  personal  responsibility.  In  reference 
to  them,  notliing  is  claimed  by  him  but  what,  by  the  uni- 
form practice  oftbe  Government,  has  been  given  to  othei-s; 
and,  if  obtained  by  extraordinary  exertions,  and  this  is 
conceded,  why  should  he  sot  be  paid?  Is  he  not  as  much 
entitled  to  compensation  as  your  disbursing  officers,  who 
obtained  nothing  upon  their  mere  responsibility,  and 
nothing  by  any  extra  exertion?  Compare  the  claim  with 
the  conunissions  received  by  Commodore  Chauncey,  tlie 
commander  on  your  lakes,  when  the  war  raged  among 
the  ship  carpenters  at  Sackett's  llsrhor  and  Kingston,  for 
the  supremacy  of  Lake  Ontario,  when  little  was  achieved 
by  either  party  on  the  water.     Millioi>s  were  disbursed. 
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H.  OT  R.] 


Duty  on  Sugar, 


[Jaw.  11,  1831. 


Mr.  WICKLIFFE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  "to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  change  the  location  of  the  land  offices 
in  the  United  States."  The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  Mr. 
W.  explained  the  object  of  the  committee  in  reporting  it; 
he  hoped  it  would  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  to-day  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SEVIER  objected  to  thus  pressing  the  bill  through 
the  House.  If  the  gentleman  persevered  in  the  course 
he  had  proposed,  he  [Mr.  S.]  should  "be  obliged  to  vote 
•gainst  it. 

Mr.  WICRLIFPE  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  press 
the  subject  on  the  House  at  this  time^  and  he  would  more 
its  postponement  to  this  day  w^^k. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 

Hr,  HAYNES,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution {  and  remarked^  on  offering  it,  that,  as  the  subiect  of 
it  was  interesting  to  every  part  of  the  community,  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  denied  the  courtesy  of  a  consideration. 

HeatUved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  tlic 
duty  on  brown  sug^r  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  foreign  countries. 

&ic»  RAMSEY  inquired  if  a  similar  resolution  had  not 
already  been  oflTered  at  the  present  session. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  there  had  been  so  many 
resolutions  offered,  he  could  not  take  it  upon  himself  to 
answer  the  que3tion. 

Mr.  CONDICT  demanded  the  question  of  consideration. 

Mr.  HAYNES  asked  if  he  could  have  an  opportunity 
to  modify  the  resolution,  before  the  question  of  considera- 
tion was  put. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  modified  his  motion,  to  read  as 
follows: 

Whereas,  without  a  considerable  diminution  of  revenue, 
the  public  debt  will,  in  a  very  few  years,  be  redeemed  and 
discharge :  And  whereas  the  end  of  republican  govern- 
ment is  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people:  And 
whereas  this  e'nd  cannot  be  more  certainly  promoted  than 
by  a  system  of  taxation  which  shall  leave  the  largest  por- 
tion of  the  products  of  labor  in  the  pockets  of  the  people : 
And  whereas  the  necessaries  of  life  should,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, be  exempted  from  taxation:  And  whereas  brown 
sugar  has  become  an  art'clc  of  great  and  necessary  con- 
sumption among  all  classes:  And  whereas  the  present 
duty  on  that  article,  imported  from  foreign  countries, 
bears  an  unjust  and  extravagant  proportion  to  tlie  original 
cost  in  foreign  markets:  And  whereas  tliere  is  good 
reason  to  beLeve  that  the  tax  collected  by  the  Govern- 
ment, upon  its  importation,  amounting  to  one  million  four 
hundred  and  thirty-fuur  thousand  nine  hundVed  and  sixty- 
one  dollars  and  eleven  cents,  is  less  than  half  tlie  sum 
taken  from  the  pockets  of  tlie  people  under  the  operation 
of  the  existing  duty,  the  quantity  manufactured  in  the 
United  States  within  the  year  1830  having  been  estimat- 
ed at  one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads,  equal  to  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  pounds,  at  three  cents  per  pound,  pro- 
tecting duty  equal  to  three  millions  of  dollars — 

lUsolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
duty  on  brown  sugar  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
foreign  countries. 

On  this  resolution  Mr.  CONDICT  demanded  the  ques- 
tion of  consideration. 

>Ir.  MARTIN  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey, and  others  who  sustained  the  tariff  policy,  were 
determined  to  prevent  the  consideration  of  this  subject, 
he  would  suggest  that  their  object  could  be  effected  by 
moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  printing  it. 
That  moUon  would  prevent  discussion,  while,  at  the  same 


time,  the  House  and  the  world  would  see  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  resolution,  in  fiivor  of  which  they  refused 
to  hear  a  single  word. 

Mr.  DENNY  renewed  the  demand  fbr  the  question  of 
consideration. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  and  tliey  were  ordered  by  the  House.  Beinp 
taken,  they  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  John  S.  Barbour,  BarnweD, 
Barring^r,  Baylor,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon, 
Borst,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chan- 
dler, Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Craig,  Crbckctt, 
Crocheron,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Deberry,  Deslia, 
DeWitt,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Earll,  Foster,  Gaither, 
Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Holland,  Hoffnrtan,  Hubbard,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  Cave  John- 
son, Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis, 
Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxvrell,  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  MoneJl,  XucltoIH 
i>atton,  Polk,  Potter,  Rencher,  Roane,  Wm.  B.  She- 
pard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Speight,  Sprigg,  Standefer, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vcrplanck,  Wayne, 
Weeks,  C.  P.  White,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson.— 89. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Bates, 
Bockee,  Burges,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Chilton,  Clark,  Con« 
diet.  Cooper,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creip^hton, 
Daniel,  Denny,  Duncan,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Gilmore,  Gorham, 
Green,  Grcnnell,  Gurley,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hodg^es, 
Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll, 
Thomas  Irwin,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Jolmson, 
Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Adam  King,  Leavitt,  Leiper, 
Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  Mallary,  Marr,  Martmdale,  Lewis 
Maxwell,  McCreery,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Pearce, 
Pierson,  Ramser,  Reed,  Richardson,  Rose,  Rtissel,  San- 
ford,  Scott,  Sill,  Smith,  Stanbery,  Sterigere,  Strong, 
Sutlierland,  Swann,  Swif\,  Tavlor,  Test,  John  Thomson, 
Tracy,  Vinton,  WhitUesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Yancey, 
Young. -^85. 

So  the  House  determined  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HAYNES  then  rose,  and  said  he  was  glad,  notwith- 
standing tlie  rule  which,  however  wisely  adopted,  was  in 
its  operation  so  well  calculated  to  abridjje  the  liberty  of 
speech,  that  the  House  had  extended  to  the  resolution 
iust  offered  the  courtesy  of  consideration.  He  was  wil- 
ling to  have  rested  the  subject  solely  upon  the  resolution 
first  offered,  and,  but  for  the  apprehension  of  a  refusal  to 
consider  it,  should  not  have  modified  it  by  the  add.iion  of 
the  preamble.  But,  as  the  House  had,  somewhat  unex- 
pectedly, afforded  him  the  opportunity  of  presenting  a 
few  observations  to  its  attention,  he  would  not  permit  that 
opportunity  to  pass  away  wholly  unimproved  by  him. 
When  he  had  the  honor  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  at  an  early  day  of  the  present 
session,  he  had  extended  his  proposition  to  tlie  whole 
class  of  sugars,  because,  whether  they  hiul  been  imposed 
for  the  purpose  of  revenue  or  protection,  he  thought  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  duties  ought  to  be  entirely 
abolished.  But,  in  introducing  the  stibject  thus  broadl)*! 
he  did  not  consider  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  be  necessarily  restricted  in  their  inquiry  to 
the  mere  question  of  repeal;  but  if,  in  their  wisdom,  it 
should  be  determined  that  a  partial  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties was  all  the  exigencies  of  the  country  would  permit, 
they  would  be  authorized  to  go  so  far,  and  no  farther. 
For  his  part,  he  had  formerly  believed,  he  now  btlicveo, 
and  ever  should  believe,  that  the  true  end  of  Govern- 
ment was  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  peoplf; 
and  for  the  furtherance  of  this  end,  it  was  essential  that 
the  necessaries  of  life  should  be  subjected  to  the  smalle^ 
amount  of  taxation  which  the  public  exigencies  would 
permit. 
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Whaterer  mig^ht  have  been  the  original  use  of  the  arti- 
cle of  sugar — if  it  was  first  a  medicine,  and  then  a  luxu- 
ry—it had  become  an  article  of  essential  necessity,  as 
was  proven  by  the  estimated  consumption  of  the  present 
year,  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  pounds.  Nor 
in  this  character  is  its  use  confined  "to  any  particular  or 
favored  class  of  the  community,  but  nms  through  every 
decree  and  condition  in  life.  Nor  is  it  any  answer  to 
ihis  assertion  to  say,  that  some  twenty-fivtf'or  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  revenue  has  been  derivetl  from  theil*  con- 
' sumption  within  the  years  1815  to  1829,  inclusive.  And 
here  he  would  remark,  that,  notwithstanding  the  laws  of 
the  country  are  accessible  to  all,  it  is  impoi-tant  that  the 
public  mind  should  be  enlightened  upon  the  existing  tax 
on  sugar.  But,  before  proceeding  further  with  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  how  much  so- 
ever ^ntlemen  might  sneer  at  the  proposition,  that,  under 
our  system  of  reventie,  the  taxes  are  paid  by  the  pro- 
ducers, ho  proposition  was,  to  his  mind,  more  clear  and 
undeniable,  as  consumption  must  necessarily  be  regulated 
by  production.  By  an  examination  of  the  tarifl*  of  1816, 
»nd  reference  to  the  annual  reports  from  the  Treasury 
Department  upon  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States,  since  that  period,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  duties  imposed  upon  the  import  of  lump  and  refined 
sufirs  and  sug^r  candy  had  amounted  to  prohibition i 
thus  effectually  depriving  the  consumer  of  any  choice 
whatsoever  between  the  foreign  and  domestic  articles. 
Nor  is  this  all;  for  inasmuch  as  the  consumption  of  brown 
su^ir  among  the  poorer  classes  is  much  greater  in  pro- 
portion to  their  means  than  among  the  wealthy,  the  tax 
falls  most  heavily  on  those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it. 
And  here  he  would  take  the  occasion  to  remark,  that,  al- 
thoug-h  he  still  entertained  the  opinion,  under  the  influence 
of  which  his  resolution  of  the  13th  of  December  was 
offered,  the  advice  of  friends,  and  the  hope  of  a  more  fa- 
Torable  consideration,  had  induced  him  to  narrow  that 
resolution  to  its  present  shape.  But  who  seeks  for  the 
repeal  or  reduetion  of  taxes?  Not  the  receiver,  but  the 
payer  of  taxes. 

He  regretted  that  he  had  no  specific  information  as  to 
tii^e  price  of  sug^rin  foreign  countries  when  the  tarifl^  of 
1794  was  imposed.  But,  if  he  had  been  correctly  in- 
formed, the  foreign  cost  of  brown  sugtir  imported  into 
this  cotmtry  at  that  period  was  not  less  than  eight  to  ten 
cents  per  pound.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  the  obvious  infer- 
ence that  Government  did  not  then  intend,  by  a  tariff  of 
two  cents  per  pound,  to  impose  a  duty  which  should  ope- 
rate as  more  than  twenty  or  twenty-rive  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem on  the  original  cost  of  the  article.  But,  as  the 
foreign  cost  has  considerably  declined  since  that  period, 
thereby  increasincT  the  relation  of  the  duty  to  such  cost, 
if  the  duty  of  1794  had  not  been  increased  bv  the  act  of 
1816,  it  would  now  operate  at  the  rnte  of  forty  to  fifty 
w sixty  percent,  ad  valorem  on  the  original  foreign  cost. 
But,  by  raising  the  duty,  in  1816,  to  three  cents  per  pound 
on  brown  sugar,  its  ad  valorem  operation  is  till  greater, 
being  not  leas  than  one  hundred  per  cent.  In  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject,  we  might  be  told  that  the  ave- 
nge price  of  sugp^r  hMd  declined  in  consequence  of  its 
manu&cture  in  this  country,  and,  therefore,  sound  policy 
requires  the  continuance  of  the  present  duty.  If  gpen* 
llemen  would  take  the  trouble  to  inform  themselves  on 
tins  subject,  b§  was  satisfied  they  would  find  that  such 
w  assertion  was  wholly  without  foundation.  For  his  part, 
he  had  been  at  some  pains  to  obtain  information,  the  result 
of  which  was,  that  the  price  of  sugar  imported  into  Eng- 
land, from  the  year  1814  to  1823,  inclusive,  had  under* 
gone  an  astonishing  diminution,  no  part  of  which  could 
be  ascribed  to  its  manufacture  in  this  country.  By  a  re- 
ference to  a  statistiei&l  work  on  the  population  and  re- 
v)iirces  of  Great  Britain,  which  he  had  examined,  it 
▼ould  be  found  that  the  average  price  of  brown  sugar 


imported  into  England,  in  the  former  year,  was  seventy- 
three  shillings  and  four  pence  one  farthing  the  hundred 
weight,  and,  in  the  latter  year,  but  thirty-one  shillings  and 
one  farthing.  Surely  this  could  not  oe  ascribed  to  its 
manufacture  here.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  price  of 
either  year  depended  upon  a  stinted  supply  in  the  one,  or 
an  excessive  importation  in  the  other,  as  a  considerable 
surplus  was  exported  in  each. 

And  here  he  would  repeat,  substantially,  what  was  said 
during  the  discussion  of  the  East  India  sugar  dtity  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1823,  by  the  late  Mr.  Huskisson, 
one  of  the  most  able  and  practical  statesmen  England  has 
ever  produced,  and  whose  death  may  well  be  lamented 
in  that  country  as  a  great  public  calamity,  that,  whenever 
there  is  an  excess  of  import  over  consumption,  the  price 
of  the  article  must  be  regulated  by  the  markets  of  the 
world.     He  said,  that  a  proposition,  of  such  obvious  truth 
did  not  require  the  aid  of  illustration  or  argtiment  from 
him.     Not  only  had  the  British  market  exercised  an  influ- 
ence on  the  price  of  the  article,  but  the  French  market 
also.     And  here  he  was  not  prepared  to  speak  so  defi- 
nitely as  to  the  price  in  France,  as  he  had  done  of  Eng- 
land.  '  Nor  was  it  important  for  him  to  do  so,  as  the  in- 
fluence exercised  by  the  French  market  on  the  price  of 
sugar  originated  pnncipally  from  the  partial  exclusion  of 
the  article.     It  mtist  be  well  known  to  every  member  of 
this  House,  that,  during  the  Wars  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, the  sugar  colonies  of  France  were  cut  off  from  the 
mother  country,   and  that  althougli  the  commerce  be- 
tween those  colonies  and  the  mother  coimtry  entered  for 
several  yeais  very  largely  into  the  American  carrying 
trade,  yet  the  interpolations  of  national  law,  brouglit  to 
operate  upon  neutrals  by  the  principal  belligerents,  at 
length  destroyed  that  trade  entirely.     Accustomed  to  the 
use  of  sug^r,  the  French  people  were  not  willing  to  fore- 
go this  necessarj'  article  of  consumption,  and  their  inge- 
nuity soon  ftimished  a  substitute  in  the  sugar  extracted 
from  the  beet.     The  culUire  of  the  beet,  and  the  extrac- 
tion of  sugar  from  it,  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  before 
the  general  pacification  of  Europe  in  181&,  that  the  Go- 
vernment imposed  a  higli  duty  on  foreign  sugar  for  the 
protection  of  the  domestic.     This  s>stem  had  not  been 
abandoned  since  the  rec^rery  of  the  French  sugar  colo- 
nies in  the  West  Indies.     Thus  it  was  probable   that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  sugar  manufactifred  in  those 
colonies  was  necessarily  thrown  upon  the  great  market  of 
the  world.    He  said,  if  the  facts  and  inferences  upon  which 
he  had  thrown  himself,  were  true,  and  he  did  not  think 
they  could  be  successfully  controverted,  the  price  of  sugar 
arising  from  its  manufactui*e  in  this  country,  so  fkr  from 
regulating,  had  been  regulated   by  the  markets  of  the 
world.     But,  before  dismissing  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
he  would  observe,  that  the  price  of  sugar  in  the  English 
market  could  not  have  been  influenced  by  any  variation  of 
the  duty,  as  that  fluctuated  between  twenty-seven  and  thirty 
shillings  the  hundred  weight,  making  a  difference  of  but 
three  shillings  the  hundred  weight  between  any  two  years 
of  the  period  to  which  he  had  referred.     Nor  can  it  be 
doubted  that  the  high  duty  in  Great  Britain  considerably 
lessens  the  amount  of  sugar  consumed  there,  and  particu- 
larly in  Scotland  and* Ireland,  thus  leaving  a  much  larger 
quantity  for  the  supply  of  other  markets,  and  conse- 
quently lowering  its  price  in  those  markets.     But  we 
might  derive  instruction  on  th'is  subject,  by  a  reference 
to  the  treasury  reports  upon  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  this  country  from    1821    to    1829,   inclusive. 
During  that  whole  period,  it  would  be  fotmd  that  the 
foreign  eost  of  brown  sugar  imported  into  the  United 
States  had  not  varied  more  than  about  half  a  cent  per 
pound,  and  that  not  by  a  unifijrmly  declining  price.    Nor 
will  it  fail  to  be  observed,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
reports  referred  to,  that  the  importation  of  brown  sugar 
paying  duty,  was  greater  in  1829  than  in  182U  ^^  "ot 
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much  less  than  the  average  annual  importation  of  tlie 
whole  period.  Nor  might  it  be  improper  for  him  here  to 
remark,  that  there  was  a  considerable  annual  exportation 
with  the  benefit  of  drawback  from  1821  to  1829,  inclusive. 
If  it  could  be  necessary  for  him  to  go  furtl^er  to  account 
for  the  gradual  decline  in  the  price  of  sugar  throughout 
the  commercial  world  within  the  last  fifleen  years,  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  advert  to  the  large  amount  of  labor  re- 
leased from  the  purposes  of  war  about  the  commencement 
of  that  period,  and  the  consequent  diminution  of  its  value 
in  all  the  productions  of  human  industry.  But,  as  the 
kindness  of  a  friend  had  furnished  him  with  the  means 
of  4o'mg  so  since  the  commencement  of  his  remarks,  he 
would  state  some  additional  facts  bearing  upon  tlie  pro- 
bable causes  of  the  diminished  price  of  sugar  within  the 
last  few  years.  He  had  brought  down  the  price  of  sugar 
importer!  into  Great  Britain  to  the  year  1823^  and  was 
now  prepared  to  trace  it  to  1828,  at  the  close  of  which 
it  was  twenty-seven  shillings  the  hundred  weight.  Nor 
w^as  tliis  occasioned  by  diminished  duty — the  duty  having 
been  permanently  fixed  at  twenty-seven  shillings  the  hun- 
dred weight,  or  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds.  He 
was  also  prepared  to  state  specifically  the  efl^cct  which 
the  protection  afforded  in  France  to  sugar  extracted  from 
the  beet  had  produced  on  the  consumption  of  West  In- 
dia sugar  in  mat  country  in  the  year  1827 — tlie  con- 
sumption amounting,  in  a. population  exceeding  thirty 
millions,  to  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty -two  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  Bi;t,  when  we  consider  that  the  w^hole 
consumption  of  sug^r  in  France,  and  the  British  empire 
in  Europe,  equals  six  hundred  millions  of  pounds  annu- 
ally, (the  consumption  of  England  alone,  in  1823,  having 
been  estimated  by  Mr.  Huskisson  at  three  hundred  and 
sixty  millions,)  and  reflect  on  the  immense  additional 
quantity  necessary  to.  supply  all  the  countries  of  the  world 
which  consume  the  article,  it  must  be  manifest,  that  its 
manufacture  in  the  -United  States  exercises  a  very  insen- 
sible, if  any,  influence  on  its  price  either  at  home  or 
abroad.  But  our  own  commercial  history  furnishes  an 
instance  of  the  decline  in  the  price  of  brown  sugar  within 
a  few  years,  as  remarkable  as  any  that  has  been  men- 
tioned, and  that,  too,  without  any  possible  reference  to  its 
manufacture  in  this  country.  If  gentlemen  will  examine 
the  prices  current  of  Philadelphia  for  the  years  1804  to 
1807,  inclusive,  they  will  find  that,  from  June  of  the  for- 
mer to  the  same  month  of  the  latter  year,  the  price  de- 
clined from  twelve  and  one-half  to  nine  cents  per  pound, 
and  that,  too,  at  a  period  when  our  foreign  relations  with 
the  most  powerful  maritime  nation  in  the  world  threatened 
serious  interruption  to  our  foreign  trade,  and  consequently 
a  diminished  import  of  sugar.  -He  said,  that  a  strong 
additional  argument  a^inst  the  presumption  that  the 
price  of  brown  sugar  m  other  countries  had  been  in- 
fiuenced  by  the  manufacture  of  that  article  in  this,  was, 
that  the  price  of  white  clayed  sugar,  an  article  not  of 
American  manufacture,  had  experienced  a  corresponding 
decline.  He  had  ascertained  by  an  examination  of  the 
Philadelphia  prices  current,  from  1803  to  1807,  inclusive, 
that,  in  the  former  year,  this  article  was  quoted  in  Uiat 
market  at  seventeen  and  one-half  cents  per  pound,  and 
in  the  latter  at  but  thirteen  and  one-half,  a  difference  of 
four  cents  per  pound  in  the  short  period  of  four  years. 
And  although  he  had  no  means  ot  ascertaining  the  cost 
in  the  foreign  market,  it  could  but  be  presumed  to  have 
been  considerably  higher  than  the  average  of  the  six 
years  ending  with  1829,  within  which,  notwithstanding 
there  was  some  variation  in  the  prices  of  different  years, 
he  did  not  believe  the  average  would  be  found  to  exceed 
seven  and  one-half  cents  per  pound.  As  the  operation 
of  a  part  of  the  system  of  duties  on  sugars,  he  w^ould 
state  what  he  had  no  doubt  was  true,  that,  in  some  instances, 
much  more  drawback  had  been  allowed  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  refined  sugar,  than  the  duty  previously  paid  on 


the  raw  sugar  frona  which  itivas  made.  In  fact,  tliattbe  ' 
article  allude^  to  as  thus  receiving  drawback,  was  not 
worth  the  average  price  of  brown  sugar,  and  that  little, 
if  any,  loss  of  quantity  had  probably  been  sustained  by 
conTertlng  the  one  into  the  other.  This,  he  said,  be  un- 
derstood, had  undergone  judici«tl  invesUgation,  and  the 
court  hud  been  compelled  to  decide  that  the  article  came 
within  the  technical  meaning  of  refined  sugar,  under  the 
law.  But,  although  this  was  an  abuse,  he  would  not  leave 
the  subject  without  a  passing  notice  of  the  protection 
afforded  to  iofnafid^  refiners  of  sugar  in  this  counti*y.  By 
the  tariff  of  1816,  the  duty  on  refined  sugar  imported 
into  this  country  is  twelve  cents  per  pound.  He  believed 
that  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  of  raw  sugar  were 
generally  estinuted  as  equal  to,  or  sufficient  for,  the  manu- 
facture of  one  hundred  pounds  of  refined.  " 

He  did  not  know  precisely  how  it  was  estimated  in  this 
country.  He  knew  that  this  was  considered  to  be  the 
standard  in  Great  Britain,  and,  as  he  understood  five  cents 
per  pound  to  be  the  drawback  allowed  on  tlie  exportation 
of  American  refined  sugar,  presumed  the  English  and 
Americiin  standard  did  not  materially  vary.  What,  then, 
said  he,  is  the  consequence?  That  the  refiner  of  sugar 
in  this  country  receives  a  drawback  to  the  whole  amount 
of  duty  on  what  he  exports,  and  a  protecting  dutj'  of 
seven  cents  the  pound  on  all  that  is  consumed  in  the 
country.  He  did  not  pretend  to  know  what  is  the  cost  of 
refining,  but,  to  his  mmd,  the  tax  appeared  to  be  enor- 
mously disproporticned  to  the  value  of  the  article  upon 
which  it  is  laid.  But,  in  discussing  this  subject,  it  is 
necessary  that  we  consider  its  influence  upon  some  of 
the  various  and  important  interests  of  tlie  country.  We 
have  been  told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his 
annual  report  upon  the  finances,  that  the  navigation  of 
the  country  is  in  a  most  languishing  condition.  This  must 
be  manifest,  if  we  look  at  the  diminished  value  of  our  ex- 
ports and  imports  witliin  the  lasf  five  years.  If  he  wus  * 
not  mistaken,  though  he  had  not  very  recently  examined 
the  subject,  he  believed  that  both  exports  and  imposts 
had  declined  in  annual  value  within  that  period  about 
thirty  millions  of  dollars  each.  He  said,  altliough,  for  his 
part,  he  had  no  doubt  the  evil  just  adverted  to  had  a 
much  deeper  root,  he  was  prepared  to  believe,  and  did 
believe,  that  a  due  proportion  of  the  depression  under 
which  American  navigation  now  languishes,  may  be  justly 
attributed  to  the  restriction  imposed  by  the  existing  duti- 
on  sugar,  upon  our  intercourse  with  sugar-making  cour^ 
tries;  and  for  evidence  of  the  partial  cflTccts  of  Uicse 
restrictions  on  Ameiican  trade  aivd  luivigation,  be  would 
refer  gentlemen  to  the  correspondence  between  GenerjJ 
Von  Scholten,  tlie  special  mmister  from  Denmark,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  Lad  lately  been  comn^unl- 
cated  by  the  President  to  Congress,  and  printed  by  ordtr 
of  the  House.  He  had  not  troubled  the  House  with  the 
inquiry  whether  the  duty  imposed  by  the  act  cf  1816 
was  intended  for  revenue  or  protection,  or  partly  for  both. 
This  was  unnecessary,  as  he  had  expressed  the  opinion 
at  the  outset,  that  whether  designed  for  the  one  or  the 
other,  repeal  or  reduction  was  now  necessary.  In  in>  c-^- 
tig^ting  the  effect  of  tliis  duty  on  American  navigaiicii, 
he  had  looked  over  a  part  of  the  annual  report  on  ccni- 
merce  and  navigation  foi*  tlie  year  1 829,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  true  state  of  the  matter.  Upon  a 
careful  exa9iination,  he  had  found,  that,  although  our  ex- 
ports for  that  year  to  the  Swedisli,  Danish,  Dutch,  Biiti&h, 
and  French  ^Vest  Indies,  British  American  coloniLS, 
Cuba,  other  Spanish  colonies,  Brazil,  and  the  West  In- 
dies generally,  amounted  to  fifteen  million  tlu-ee  hundred 
and  two  thousand  and  eighteen  dollars,  yet  the  impoils 
amounted  to  no  more  than  twelve  million  six  hundred 
and  seventy-four  thousand  three  huodred  and  fort}  -two 
dollars,  showing  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports  of  two 
million  six  hundred  and  twenty-seven   tliousajvd    eight 
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hundred  and  Beventy-9ix  dollars*  As  the  value  of  the 
exports  was  estimated  in  the  home  market,  and  ofimports 
in  the  foreign,  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  excess  of  tl)e 
former  over  the  latter,  upon  any  principle  consistent  with 
profitable  trade.  But  the  subject  seems  to  present  further 
illustration  when  we  compare  the  amount  of  tonnage 
engaged  in  this  business,  which  entered  and  departed 
within  the  same  period.  This  comparison  shows  an  ex- 
cesis  of  seventy  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of 
shipping  departed,  over  that  which  entered  during  that 
year.  He  had  not  attempted  an  accurate  estimate  of  the 
foneign  tonnage  engaged  in  this  trade  within  the  period 
under  consideration,  but  did  not  believe  it  would  materially 
vary  the  result.  But,  if  we  include  the  trade  with  Hay  ti, 
M'liich  shows  a  considerable  balance  of  imports  over  ex- 
ports, it  will  reduce  the  general  balance  against  us  to  but 
little  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars.  He  said,  further 
coQunent  on  this  subject  could  not  be  necessary.  And 
here  he  said  he  couJd  but  regret  that  the  information 
called  for  by  an  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  CoNsrsB,]  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  that 
wliich  bad  been  called  for  by  a  resolution  which  was 
offered  by  himself  since  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent,hadnot  yet  been  received  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment And  although  he  came  not  here  as  the  eulogist  of 
any  man,  it  would  become  him  to  say,  tliat  if  the  informa- 
tion sought  for  by  tlie  resolutions  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
had  been  within  tbe  power  of  the  able  and  diligent  head 
of  that  department*  he  had  no  doubt  it  would,  before 
oov,  have  been  conHmunicated  to  this  House.  He  re- 
gretted the  absence  of  this  information,  particularly  as 
we  are  without  any  specific  data  upon  which  to  estimate 
the  amount  of  capital  employed  in  the  culture  of  the  cane 
and  the  manufiurture  of  sugar  in  this  country,  and  the 
MQual  profit  which  itafibrds.  It  has  been  stated  tliat  the 
quantity  manufactured  in  th'is  country  in  the  year  1830 
utounts  to  one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads,  or  one 
hundred  millions  of  pounds.  Assuming  tlie  amount  im- 
ported in  1829  as  the  standard  of  importation  of  1830, 
and  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  consumption  of 
the  present  year  cannot  fall  short  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
nillions  of  pounds.  If  this  estimate  be  correct,  it  is  not 
oiSicult  to  arrive  at  the  amount  of  contribution  levied 
upon  the  whole  nnaas  of  consumers  by  the  operation  of 
the  present  unequal  and  most  burdensome  tax  on  this 
^clc.  In  his  view  of  the  subject,  there  was  no  doubt 
the  consumers  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  three  cents  per 
pound  upon  the  whole  consumptioii  of  one  hundred  and 
Oitx  millions^  making  an  aggregate  of  four  millions  and  a 
h^ff  of  dollars  for  the  present  year;  thus  showing  that 
tmstaz,  which  carries  into  the  treasury  but  one  million 
^  a  half  of  dollars,  puts  the  sum  of  three  millions  into 
tAe  pockets  of  tbe  American  manufacturers  of  brown 
^^'  If  he  should  be  asked  how  he  arrived  at  this  con- 
clusion, he  would  answer,  that  he  had  been  informed,  and 
|j;d  not  believe  the  fact  could  be  controverted,  that  tlie 
Q'tterence  between  the  short  price  and  tlie  long  price  of 
^r  in  our  greatest  commercial  city  was  precisely  the 
»niount  of  the  duty  of  three  cents  per  potmd. 

A.9  his  remarks  might,  perchance,  attract  the  notice  of 
other  eyes  than  those  of  commercial  men,  he  would  state, 
tK  1^*  •'iort  price  was  the  price  without  the  duty,  and 
toe  long  price  the  price  including  the  duty.  So  that,  as 
1^  loreigti  sugar  reg^ularly  imported  can  be  consumed  in 
"»«  country  without  paying  the  long  price,  the  duty  is 
T^'^^  paid  on  all  so  consumed.  It  might  be  object- 
^tthatdomeMic  sufrar  is  lower  in  the  market  of  New 


JJfJeans  than  the  average  price  of  foreign  sugar  in  the 
Atlanuc  cities  on  which  duty  has  been  paid;  but  he  ap- 
pfehcndcd  no  essential  difference  will  be  found  between 


the 


prices  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  articles  in  the 


Atlantic  cities  above  referred  to.     And  he  has  been  m- 
''Jfined,  aiKl  believes,  that  foreign  sugar  at  the  short 


price,  or  duty  off,  can,  at  the  present  moment,  be  bought 
at  a  considerably  lower  price  in  our  Northern  markets, 
than  the  domestic  in  the  market  of  New  Orleans.  If  this 
be  the  fact,  would  not  the  article,  if  the  duty  should  be 
materially  reduced,  come  as  cheaply  from  the  West  In- 
dies, or,  mdeed,  more  so,  than  from  New  Orleans?  But, 
in  the  remarks  which  he  had  submitted  upon  the  sub- 
ject as  connected  with  tbe  navigation  of  the  country,  he 
had  not  adverted  to  the  recent  recovery  of  the  direct 
trade  with  the  British  West  India  islands.  He  could  not 
speak  advisedly  on  the  subject,  but  had  no  doubt,  a  re- 
duction of  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  would  have  a  most 
salutary  influence  on  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  acquisition. 

"^  But,  in  advocating  the  reduction  of  this  duty,  it  was 
not  to  be  considered  that  he  looked  to  that  reduction  as 
likely  to  destroy,  or  essentially  diminish,  the  manufacture 
of  brown  sugar  in  this  country.  The  enormous  profits 
which  he  believed  were  now  reaped  by  persons  engaged 
in  this  manufacture,  might  well  bear  some  reduction — 
and,  when  we  consider  me  languishing  condition  of  other 
ag^cultural  pursuits,  ought  to  be  made  to  bear  it.  What 
is  tlie  general  condition  of  ag^culture  throughout  the 
country,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state,  nor  the  large  portion 
of  our  people  who  derive  tlieir  subsbtence  from  its  hard, 
earning^.  He  must  again  express  his  regret  for  the  want 
of  more  specific  information  on  the  subject.  In  the 
absence  of  such  information,  he  must  rely  upon  an  esti- 
mate of  the  sum  necessary  to  purchase  and  supply  with 
the  necessary  stock,  machinery,  and  subsistence,  for  one 
year,  a  plantation  for  sixty  hands,  and  the  probable  pro- 
duct of  their  labor,  as  a  standard  of  the  profits  of  this 
pursuit.  Tiie  estimate  he  would  first  offer  was  one  said 
to  have  been  made  by  an  individual  who  has  had  some 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  business,  as  conducted  in 
one  of  the  sugar  colonies  of  France.  He  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  rely  solely  on  this  estimate;  but,  after  presenting 
it,  he  would  offer  others  to  the  notice  of  the  House, 
which,  he  was  persuaded,  would  be  found  not  to  present 
a  picture  too  favorable  to  the  manufacturer  of^  brown 
sugar  in  this  country.  The  estimate  to  which  he  had 
referred,  puts  down  the  sixty  Iiands  at  an  average  of  three 
hundred  dolUrs,  making  an  aggregate  of  eighteen  thousand 
douars.  Five  hundred  acres  of  land  at  ten  doUara  per 
acre,  five  thousand  dollars;  dwelling,  negro,  and  other 
houses,  works,  tools,  steam  engine,  &c.  at  twenty-three 
thousand  dollars;  one  year's  suosistence,  including  inci- 
dental expenses,  at  four  thousand  dollars — ^making  a  total 
of  fifty  thousand  dollar^.  Taking  the  quantity  of  land 
cultivated  in  cane  at  thi*ec  hundred  acres,  and  the  average 
product  of  sugar  at  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per 
acre,  will  be  three  hundred  ainl  seventy-five  thousand 
pounds.  The  Quantity  of  molasses  at  eighty-four  gallons 
per  acre,  will  be  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifly  gallons  of  molasses.  Elstimattng  the  sugar  at  five 
cents  the  pound,  and  the  molasses  at  fifteen  cents  the 
gallon,  the  gi*oss  revenue  will  be  twenty  •two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  from  which  deduct  three  thousand 
dollars  for  yearly  expenses,  ami  it  will  leave,  of  nett  in- 
come, nineteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  or  about 
thirty-Bine  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  investment.  Mr.  H. 
said,  although  t)ie  estimated  average  value  of  slaves  in 
other  States  might  seem  to  justify  the  average  assumed 
for  the  ganijf  of  sixty,  yet,  as  the  estimate  might,  by  some, 
be  considered  too  low  for  Louisiana,  he  would  add  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  establishment; 
and  then,  assuming  the  same  annual  product  from  it,  if 
he  had  made  no  mistake  in  the  calcuhtion,  tlie  nett  profit 
would  exceed  thirty-two  per  cent.  But  suppose  we  set 
down  the  capital  invested  at  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, instead  of  fifty,  and  calcuhite  upon  the  same  product, 
the  profit  will  be  near  twenty  per  cent. ;  and  if  we  add 
half  a  cent  per  pound  to  the  estimated  vahic  of  the  .sugar. 
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(and  he  had  been  informed  that  the  last  advices  from  New 
Orleans  placed  it  at  that  sum,)  the  profit,  taking  the 
whole  cost  of  the  establishment  at  ohe  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  would  exceed  twenty  per  centum  per  annum. 
But,  suppose  the  medium  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  be  taken  as  the  cost  of  the  plantation,  hands,  &c., 
and  estimate  the  product  at  four  thousand  pounds  to  the 
hand,  and  he  would  venture  the  decided  opinion  that  the 
hands  actually  employed  do  not  fall  below  that  average, 
estimating  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
pounds  of  sugar  at  five  and  a  half  cents  per  pound, 
twenty  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  gpallons  of  mo- 
lasses at  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  and  the  result  is  the 
eross  sum  of  sixteen  tlioiisand  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
Four  dollars,  which,  allowing  four  thousand  two  him- 
dred  and  twenty-four  dollars  for  annual  expenses,  leaves 
twelve  thousand  dollars  clear  profit,  or  sixteen  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

Where  is  the  agriculturist,  engaged  in  any  other  branch 
of  this  widely  diversified  pursuit,  who  realizes  one-third 
of  this  DPofit  from  the  capital  and  labor  which  he  em- 
ploys? Surely  not  the  grain  grower,  of  whose  limited 
market  and  scanty  profits  we  have  heard  so  much;  and 
as  surely  not  the  tobacco  or'cotton  grower,  who,  with  so 
much  difficulty,  brings  the  two  sides  of  the  leger  tomeet. 
He  said  he  had  no  practical  information  on  this  subject, 
but,  from  what  he  had  heard  upon  authority  he  did  not 
question,  two  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  had  been  manu- 
factured from  an  acre  of  cane,  in  one  of  the  southern 
counties  of  Georgia,  and  he  had  understood  that  a  like 
quantity  had  been  manufactured  by  some  individual  in 
Florida,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  winter. 
But  why  go  further  into  detail  on  this  subject?  If  his  cal- 
culations were  to  be  relied  on,  and  he  had  little  doubt  that 
some  one  of  them  might  be,  the  result  is,  that  the  manu- 
facture of  brown  sug^r  can  be  profitably  prosecuted  in 
this  country  without  the  aid  of  a  protecting  duty. 

But  let  us  view  the  subject  somewhat  more  in  the  ag- 
gregate. If  one  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  to  the  acre  be 
a  fair  average,  and,  if  it  varies  from  tlie  truth,  he  believed 
it  was  bclow^  it;  and  if  a  hand  can  manage  five  acres,  and 
he  believed,  from  his  general  knowledge  of  Southern  agri- 
culture in  relation  to  articles  requiring  similar  cultivation 
to  the  sugar  cane,  he  can  do  so,  we  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  land  cultivated  in  cane  docs  not  exceed,  and 
probably  falls  below,  one  hundred  thousand  acres,  and 
the  hands  cultivating  it  cannot  exceed  twenty-five,  and 
probably  do  not  number  more  than  twenty  thousand. 
Taking  then  the  whole  product  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  at  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
the  molasses  he  should  not  estimate,  because  he  had  un- 
derstood it  would  cover  the  annual  expenses  of  the  plan- 
tation on  which  it  was  made,  at  least,  the  expenses  of 
cultivation — and  the  value  of  the  sugar  amounts  to, five 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  at  New  Orleans,  and  proba- 
bly two  millions,  or  two  and  a  half  more  before  it  gets 
into  the  general  consumption  of  the  country.  If  we 
divide  the  five  millions  and  a  half  between  twenty 
thousand  hands,  the  distributive  amount  to  each  is  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  If  a  like  distribution 
be  made  between  twenty-five  thousand,  it  is  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  each.  Then  is  it  just,  is  it  reasonable, 
that  the  whole  agriculture  of  the  country  should  be  bur- 
dened by  a  tax  of  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars? — for 
if  the  million  and  a  half  now  received  as  revenue  can  be 
dispensed  with,  and  by  its  repeal  the  country  would  be 
relieved  from  an  additional  levy  of  three  millions  now  paid 
to  t]»e  sugar  manufacturers,  the  whole  tax  may  now  be 
considered  as  operating  for  their  benefit — that  the  hands 
employed  in  manufacturing  brown  sugar  in  this  country 
may  cam  for  their  employers  the  annual  return  of  from  j 
tivo  hundred  and  twenty  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 


dollars  for  the  labor  of  each,  exclusive  of  the  value  of 
molasses.  Shall  the  hundreds  of  'thousands  of  hands  em- 
ployed throughout  our  wide  spread  country  in  raising 
grain,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  other  agricultural  products,  be 
taxed  four  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  to  enable  twenty 
or  twenty-five  thousand  to  cultivate  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  at  a  profit  of  from  sixteen 
to  near  forty  per  centum  per  annum?  Surely  justice  for- 
bids  it.  But'some  advocate  for  continuing  the  duty  might 
say,  that  the  sugar  culture  cannot  be  profitably  carried  on 
I  without  it.  If  he  believed  this  to  be  the  case,  which  he 
most  certainly  did  not,  he,  for  one,  should  say  it  was  high 
time  the  culture  was  abandoned. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that,  among  the  motives  which  had  urged 
him  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
there  was  one,  whichj-^lthough  it  had  been  omitted  at  the 
outset  of  his  observations,  it  might  not  be  immaterial  to 
mention.  He  came  from  a  State  which  might  be  consi- 
dered by  some  as  having  an  interest  in  the  continuance  of 
this  duty — a  State  which,  as  she  had  gone  into  the  revo- 
lutionary contest  in  defence  of  principle,  was  ready  to 
maintain  it  now.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  for  principle  tliat  Geor- 
gia made  common  cause  with  the  oppressed  of  other  colo- 
nies, in  that  dark  hour  through  which  the  san  of  inde- 
pendence has  risen  on  this  continent  As  one  of  her 
representatives,  I  came  here  upon  all  subjects  connected 
with  the  tariff  with  clean  hands.  If  I  did  not,  I  should 
not  be  her  true  representative.  But,  sir,  I  did  not  intro- 
duce this  subject  alone  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  this 
House.  I  know  not  that  any  fiict  or  argument  which  I 
could  offer  to  its  consideration,  would  have  the  smallest 
influence  upon  the  decision  of  Uic  question  now  before  it. 
Sir,  I  had  another  and  a  higher  motive^~it  was,  that  T 
might  from  this  place  address  myself  to  the  practical  g^ood 
sense  of  the  country,  that,  perchance,  I  might  awaken  in 
the  bosom  of  the  laboring  man,  as  he  whistles  over  the  han- 
dles of  his  plough,  the  inquiry  why  this  unequal  and  bur- 
densome tax  should  be  continued,  mainly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  lordly  capitalist. 

[Before  Mr.  H.  had  finished  his  speech,  the  hour  allot* 
ted  for  the  consideration  of  resoTutiODs  expired,  and  he 
concluded  his  remarks  on  the  following  dayt  but  they  are 
given  unbroken,  above.] 

The  House  took  up  the  following  bill: 

•^Be  it  enaeUdt  C''e.  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled 
*  An  act  to  provide  for  pacing  to  the  States  of  Missouri, 
Mississippi,  and  Alalwma,  three  per  centum  of  the  nett 
proceeos  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  within 
the  same,'  approved  thsHhird  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-two,  as  requires  an  annual  account  of  the  ap- 
plication [by  the  State  of  Alabama]  of  the  said  three  per 
centum  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed." 

Mr.  CLAY  explained  its  object.  It  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  CLAY,  WICKLIFFE,  PETTIS,  and  DUNCAN, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  VINTON  and  JENNINGS. 

[The  debate  on  this  question  involved  on  one  hand  the 
propriety  of  relieving  the  States  referred  to  fi-om  the 
mere  formality  of  rendering  accounts  of  the  expen<liture 
of  the  fund  in  question,  vexatious  to  them,  troublesome  to 
tlie  treasury,  and  of  no  consequence  in  any  view?  and,  on 
the  other,  the  impropriety  of  altering  the  terms  of  a  com- 
pact by  a  simple  act  of  Cong^ss,  and  the  inexpediency  of 
releasing  the  States  from  the  responsibili^  for  the  just 
administration  of  these  funds.  In  reply,  it  was  contertded 
that  the  provision  of  the  act  of  1825,  proposed  by  thts  bill 
to  be  repealed,  was  not  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
compact,  and  for  that  very  reason  ought  to  be  repealed, 
because  it  imposed  on  the  States  a  labor  and  expense  to 
which  they  ouglit  not  to  be  subjected.] 

The  question  being  Anally  put  on  its  passage,  it  was 
determined  in  the  aifirmative*'-yea8  74,  nays  45. 
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WXAXXSDAT,  JaVUAAY  12. 

DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 

The  HouBe  resumed  the  connderation  of  the  resolution 
yeiterday  moved  by  Mr.  Hatnes,  of  Georgia,  for  a  re- 
daction of  the  duty  on  imported  brown  sugar;  and  Mr.  H. 
iuiving  con<Sluded  his  remarks — 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  said,  that  it  might  be  considered 
unimportant  by  the  House,  whether  the  propdscion  now 
under  consideration  should  be  adopted,  or  no.  Gentle- 
mcD  should  not  lay  this  **  flattering  unction  to  their  souls." 
For  himself,  he  might  be  said  to  be  almost  indiiferent  as 
to  the  disposition  that  may  be  made  of  it,  although  he  con- 
curred fully  with  the  mover  in  the  object  desired.  Mr. 
A.  was  tired  of  appealing  to  this  House,  with  a  hope  of 
producing  conviction  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  were 
interested  in  keeping  up  this  system  of  taxation.  The 
time  is  not  long,  when  an  issue  must  be  made  up  between 
the  people  and  the  Government  upon  this  question. 
There  is  a  point  of  depression,  yea,  and  oppression,  in  the 
phytiictl  as  well  as  mechanical  world,  beyond  which  we 
c&nnot  go  without  meeting  resistance.  A  great  portion  of 
the  good  people  of  these  United  States  have  borne  the 
ills  of  Government  with  a  fortitude  sustained  alone  by  their 
devotion  to  the  Union;  but  they  can  bear  but  a  little  while 
long;er.  They  have  remonstrated  and  protested,  again 
and  again,  until  these  have  become  "a  by- word,"  are 
contemned  and  utterly  disregarded,  and  their  pnly  conso- 
iation  is,  to  be  told  that  they  have  the  right  to  protest  and 
remonstrate  again.  Their  representatives  have  brought 
forward  here,  proposition  after  proposition  for  a  redress 
of  grievances,  which  have  been  voted  down  without  even 
a  respectful  consideration.  There  is,  then,  but  one  re- 
source  left  us— we  are  thrown  back  upon  the  States  and 
the  people  for  protection,  who,  alone,  are  sovereign, 
where  their  rights  are  concerned. 

The  States  who  have  taken  their  stand  under  the  ban- 
ner of  the  constitution — not  the  striped  bunting  which  has 
been  hung  up  in  this  hall,  to  remind  us  only  of  their  op- 
pression— can  never  recede  without  dishonor,  and  a  shame- 
ful dereliction  of  those  g^reat  principles  for  which  they 
profess  to  have  been  contending,  in  behalf  of  the  people. 
Isitnotfar  better,  then — ^more  honorable  and  magnani- 
mous in  a  self-willed  majority — to  appease  the  wrath  of  an 
offended  and  insulted  people,  by  alleviating  the  burdens 
of  taxation,  rather  than  go  on  in  a  heedless,  reckless 
course,  leading  to  consequences  which  ail  must  deplore  ? 

Sir,  we  have  seen,  within  a  very  short  apace  of  time, 
the  most  important  events  occur  which  have  ever  happen- 
ed in  the  history  of  nations.  A  day,  yea,  an  hour,  has 
achieved  the  grandest  revolutions  of  which  we  read,  any 
where,  in  times  past.  France  has  resumed  her  ancient 
constitutional  rights.  Russia,  alarmed  for  her  own  safety, 
has  lined  her  southern  border  with  an  army  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  troops.  Sweden,  Holland,  all  Belgium,  is 
in  arms;  and  we  have  seen  the  failure  of  a  single  propo- 
sition in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  overthrow  Uie 
oiinistry,  and  bring  into  power  the  friends  of  reform  and 
economy  in  the  administration  of  the  Government — the 
fiends  of  free  trade!  These  important  results  have  been 
brought  about  by  a  decree  of  oppression  upon  the  people 
for  centuries  past,  which  they  could  endure  no  longer. 
We  should  learn  wisdom  from  the  examples  of  the  times  be- 
fore us,  and  not  permit  ourselves  to  disreg^d  results  which 
must  inevitably  flow  from  certain  causes.  The  same  re- 
volution is  now  g^ing  on  here,  although  Mr.  A.  hoped  to 
see  it  accomplished  in  adiflerent  way. 

Mr.  A.  sud  he  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  considera- 
tion of  the  amount  of  sugar  imported  into  the  United 
States,  or  that  which  is  proiduced  her&— the  quantity  con- 
sumed, the  capital  invested,  nor  tlie  number  of  plantations 
that  will  be  affected  by  tlie  reduction.  These  are  views 
which  will  properly  come  up  when  a  bill  shall  be  brovght 
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in.  It  is  sufficient  to  know  for  the  present,  that  it  is  an 
article  which  enters  into  the  ^neral  consumption  of  every 
family,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  Government  If  there  be  a  part 
of  this  Union  more  interested  than  any  other  in  keeping 
on  the  duty,  it  is  the  South,  because  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  property  there  will  be  duniniahed  in  value  in 
proportion  to  the  reduction.  Bat,  sir,  we  do  not  come 
here  to  legislate  upon  considerations  of  this  sort,  to  cal- 
culate the  advantage  gained  by  the  rule  of  three,  although 
it  is  a  good  one  to  observe  in  reckoning  our  accounts  at 
home;  looking  as  we  ought  to  the  great  and  eternal  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  which,  fiervading  as  they  do  all  laws  of 
creation,  should  be  made  to  govern  the  actions  of  men! 

What,  sud  Mr.  A.,  is  the  prospect  before  us?  The 
grandest  spectacle  ever  before  exhibited  to  the  worldl 
A  nation,  ainer  having  borne  patiently  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation, growing  out  of  two  wars,  now  nearly  freed  firom 
debt;  and  the  question  is  to  be  brought  home  to  the  peo- 
ple, whether  tliey  will  submit  to  keeping  up  a  system  of 
taxes,  merely  to  promote  the  speculative  schemes  of  po- 
liticians seeking  to  establish  a  personal  reputation  upon 
their  ruins!   That  is  the  question,  and  cannot  be  avoided. 

What,  sir,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  reduction  of  duties 
upon  salt,  coffee,  and  cocoa,  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress?  Why,  it  was  opportunely  seized  hold  of  by  our 
minister  at  London,  at  a  tune  when  our  negpotiation  seemed 
almost  at  an  end  with  that  court,  and  urged  with  such 
force  and  argument,  to  show  the  friendly  disposition  of 
the  United  States  towards  England,  as  weU  as  a  sincere 
wish,  on  the  part  of  tlie  administration,  to  re-establish  ami- 
cable relations  between  the  two  Governments,  as  to  result 
in  removing  the  restriction  from  the  West  India  trade.  A 
continuance  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty  upon  an  article, 
in  the  production  of  which  the  West  Indies  are  so  much 
interested,  must  furnish  additional  evidence  of  that  spirit 
which  we  can>ied  into  the  negotiation  for  removing  the 
shackles  upon  commerce,  as  perhaps  to  induce  Great 
Britain  to  take  off  some  of  h^r  duties  which  bear  so  heavily 
upon  our  productions. 

Let  us  then  meet  together  like  a  band  of  brothers,  dis- 
carding our  local  prejudices,  feuds,  and  animosities,  which 
have  too  often  disturbed  the  harmony  of  our  action  here; 
forgiving  and  forgetting  the  past,  intent  alone  upon  doing 
justice  to  the  great  body  of  the  people  whom  we  represent, 
without  regard  to  personal  or  political  friendships. 

When  Mr.  ALBXAVsaa  took  his  seat,  ^Ir.  WHITE,  of 
Louisiana,  obtained  the  floor;  but  the  allotted  hour  being 
about  expiring,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  recommit  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee On  PubUc  Expenditures,  made  on  the  7th  instant, 
relative  to  the  mileage  of  members  of  Congress;  .and  Mr. 
CHILTON  moved  the  following  written  instructions: 

Jiuohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Expendi- 
tures be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  report  to  this 
House  a  bill  containing  the  following  provisions,  to  wit: 

1.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, previous  to  issuing  certificates  to  the  members  of 
their  respective  Houses,  for  the  amounts  to  which  said 
members  may  be  entitled  for  mileage  to  and  from  the  seat 
of  the  General  Government,  to  ootain  from  each  mem- 
ber so  applying  for  a  certificate,  a  statement,  according 
to  the  best  or  his  knowledge,  of  the  distance  from  the 
capitol,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  to  the  residence  of 
said  member,  computed  upon  the  nearest  route  which 
may  be  conveniently  travelled,  and  is  necessarily  and 
most  usually  travelled,  from  the  one  to  the  other  point; 
which  said  statement  shall  be  signed  by  the  member  mak- 
ing the  same. 
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2.  That  said  Secretary  and  Sergeant  shall  record  said 
statements,  so  made  and  signed,  eachi  in  a  book  to  be  by 
him  kept  for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  publishing  his  annual  statement  of  the 
amounts  paid  to  members,  shall  distinguish  between  the 
amount  paid  for  the  jter  diem  allowance,  and  the  amount 
for  mileare  to  each  member,  placing  the  number  of  miles 
charged  tor  opposite  the  amount  allowed. 

Mr.  H  AIX  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  preceduig,  from 
tlie  word  "l>ill*'  to  the  end,  and  insert  the  following: 

•<  Making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Sergeant-at>arms  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster  General,  at  the  end  of 
every  session,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  nearly  as  posmble, 
of  the  actual  distance,  in  a  direct  line,  of  the  residence  of 
each  member  of  the  Senate,  House  of  Representatives, 
and  Delegate  of  a  territory,  from  the  seat  of  Government; 
and  that  Sie  mileagpe  of  members  of  Congress  be  com- 
puted, and  their  accounts  for  travelling  be  settled,  accord- 
ing to  such  estimate." 

These  propositions  lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

SURVEYS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments 
yesterday  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
tiie  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1831,  and  they  wire  all  agreed  to  but 
one,  which  provided  for  the  appropriation  or  $8,000  for 
the  survey  of  private  land  claims,  and  $130,000  for  fur- 
ther surveys  of  tlie  public  lands. 

Mr.  McCOY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  strik- 
ing out  $130,000,  and  inserting  $60,000. 

Mr.  McCOY  opposed  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 
He  said  the  surveys  proposed  were  not  necessary.  There 
Were  lands  already  surveyed,  and  not  sold,  to  the  amount 
of  from  one  hundred  and  fifly  to  two  hundred  millions  of 
acres,  and  there  was  no  good  reason  why  one  hundred 
millions  of  acres  more  should  be  surveyed  and  tlirown  into 
the  market.  Some  of  the  pubHc  lands,  he  said,  were  not 
worth  surveying;  he  was  in  favor  of  surveying  as  fiist  as 
the  lands  would  sell,  and  was  disposed  to  authorize  the 
surveying  of  the  good  lands  asjfastas  purchasers  could  be 
found  for  them.  Mr.  McC.  again  alluded  to  the  great  ex- 
tent of  lands  surveyed,  and  said,  that  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  them  would  have  to  be  resurveyed-r-such,  for 
instance,  as  the  prairie  lands,  in  which  fires  very  oAen 
took  place,  and  burnt  up  the  marks,  &c.  which  had  been 
placed  there  by  the  surveyors*  Under  his  present  im- 
pressioM,  he  moved  to  sti'ike  from  the  amendment 
$130,000,  and  insert  $60,000. 

Mr.  TEST  said  he  generally  had  a  great  respect  for 
the  opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had 
just  addressed  the  House;  but  he  considered  his  motion 
to  lessen  the  sum  proposed  for  surveys,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  inexpedient.  He  spoke  of  the  public  lands  as  an 
increasing  source  of  revenue,  and  made  some  reference 
to  the  sales  for  the  past  year;  and  remarked  further,  that 
lands  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  had  been 
sold  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  remarked  that  he  under- 
stood the  surveyors  had  asked  for  an  appropriation  of 
$200,000.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
had  reduced  that  amount;  and  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  ht^d  proposed  to  appropriate  only  $130,000  to 
provide  for  past  arrearages,  and  surveys  for  the  present 
year.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  desirous  of  reducing  tlie  amount  to  $60,000. 
He  naid  supposed  that,  in  a  short  session  like  the  present, 
there  would  be  no  disposition,  on  the  part  of  any  mem- 
ber, to  introduce  propositions  for  unnecessary  discussion. 
What  were  the  facts.^    A  little  over  $100,000  was  pro- 
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and  he  would  aiAL  gentlemen  if  they  were  disposed  to 
withhold  the  necessary  appropriations,  and  thus  retard 
the  settlement  of  the  Western  country.  With  regard  to 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman^  that  the  marks  of  the  sur- 
veyors would  be  destroyed,  he  would  say  that  their 
marks-*-the  metes  and  bounds  described  by  them— wotild 
last  as  long  as  Government  itself;  the  gentleman  m%\i\ 
make  himself  easy  on  that  point.  The  surveys,  said  Mr. 
J.,  should  be  continued,  and  homes  be  thus  provided  for 
the  numerous  emigrants  to  the  West.  Mr.  J.  said  it  was 
true  that  in  some  Statc-«  the  surveys  were  sufficient;  bat 
there  were  territories  to  be  peopled,  and  millions  of  acres 
to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished  to  be 
surve}red.  He  considered  that  the  sum  proposed  by  the 
committee  should  be  granted,  as  indispensably  necesaair; 
fliey  had  shown  a  dispoution  to  economize  in  reducing  the 
sum  recommended  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office;  and,  so  far  from  reducing  the  amount  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  he  was  not  cei  tain  that  the  whole 
sum  asked  for  should  not  be  allowed.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  proposed  amendment  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  hoped,  after  vlut 
had  been  said  in  explanation,  yesterday,  no  furtlier  objec- 
tion would  have  been  maile  to  this  appropriation  for  con- 
tinuing the  surveys  of  tlie  public  lands,  and,  consequei.tlVf 
had  expected  no  further  aiscus»on  of  the  subject.  Ws- 
C.  said,  the  effects'  of  witlidrawing  the  appropriatiOD 
which  was  proposed,  would  obviously  be  twofold— first, 
to  check  tlie  tide  of  emigration  to  the  West:  and,  secondly, 
to  cut  down  and  materially  lessen  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue.  If  tlie  public  lands  wei*e  not  surveyed,  the? 
could  not  be  sold;  and  individuals  would  not  be  disposed 
to  remove  to  this  new  region,  and  devote  their  tiroc, 
labor,  and  money  to  improving  and  preparing  landi  tor 
cultivation,  of  which  they  could  entertain  no  hope  of  be- 
coming proprietors,  at  least  within  any  reasonable  time. 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  public  lands,  too,  had  been  an  import- 
ant source  of  revenue.  The  receipts  from  that  source 
hail  been  gradually  increasing,  until  they  had  grown  to 
an  amount  of  no  small  importance.  The  amount  paid  by 
purchasers  during  th*  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1S30,  wasalmost  two  millions  of  dollars;  exceeding; 
by  about  half  a  million,  he  believed,  the  amount  received 
in  any  former  year.  Mr.  C.  asked  if  gentlemen  were  dis- 
posed  to  change  tlie  present  land  system,  and  cut  oif  thu 
important  branch  of  revenue. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  McCot]  speaks  of 
the  large  quantity  of  Und  already  surveyed  and  remaining; 
unsold.  Mr.  C  said,  if  the  gentleman  would  exairine  » 
document  laid  before  Congress  two  or  three  years  ago, 
he  would  find  that  a  large  portion  of  that  quantity— per- 
haps tliirty  millions  of  acres — was  aterile  and  worthless, 
and  about  eighty-three  millions  too  inferior  in  quality  to 
command  the  minimum  price.  In  the  State  from  which  he 
came,  said  Mr.  C,  good  land,  or  that  which  was  fit  for 
cultivation,  seldom  remained  long  unsold  after  it  ii^d 
been  surveyed  and  put  in  market;  and  he  presumed 
that  was  very  much  the  case  in  the  other  new  States.  No 
dangfer,  he  conceived,  was  to  be  apprehended  tlial  good 
land  would  any  where  remain  long  in  market  for  wan^ 
of  purchasers. 

Ag^in,  Mr.  C.  asked  if  it  be  desirable  in  point  of  pol  ty 
that  the  public  lands  should  be  long  settled  and  improved 
before  they  were  offered  for  sale.  This  would  certiinly 
be  the  case  if  the  surveys  were  suspended;  and  Congress 
might  again,  and  would  properly,  be  appealed  to,  &nd 
importuned  by  petitions,  for  the  right  of  preemption. 
Those  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  pre-eroptioa 
principle  ought  certainly,  in  Mr.  C.*8  judgment,  to  op- 
pose a  suspension  of  surveys.  The  lands  would  be  scitletl 
as  fast  as  they  were  acquired.  It  had  been  long  tlie  prtc- 
tice  to  permit  such  settlement,  and,  when  occupied  and 
improved,  the  right  of  pre-emption  had  been,  and  Mr.  C 
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hoped  alirays  would  be,  Accorded.  Looking  cither  to 
the  settlement  of  new  tracts  of  country,  or  the  interest  of 
the  Government,  Mr.  C.  saw  no  good  reason  for  with- 
holding the  appropriation.  There  had  been  none  made 
last  year;  in  consequence  of  which,  we  were  in  arrears; 
for  the  discharge  of  which,  as  well  as  the  expense  of  the 
present  year,  the  sum  proposed  by  the  committee  was  in- 
tended; which,  we  are  informed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Vm- 
?LAircK,]does  not  exceed  the  average  amount  appropriated 
for  the  same  purpose  for  some  years  past.  Mr.  C.  saw 
no  necessity  for  further  remarks,  and  hoped  the  question 
would  be  promptly  settled. 

Mr.  STRONG  said  he  did  not  understand  the  subject 
under  consideration  so  well  as  he  could  wish,  and  hoped 
the  gentleman  who  reported  the  bill  would  give  the  ne- 
cessary information  to  enable  him  to  act  understandingly. 
Surveys  might  be  necessary  in  Michigan,  Florida,  lii<i- 
tna,  and  perhaps  some  other  Stote;  but  why  ask  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars? 
In  1828,  but  forty-five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated; 
m  1829,  fifty-one  thousand  dollai*s.  In  1830,  there  was  no 
appropriation— the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  liaving  informed  the  House  that  there  was  a  balance 
of  eighty-four  thousand  dollars  on  hand.  He  desired  to 
know  what  rendered  the  proposed  appropriation  necessary ; 
Md  would  also  like  to  be  informed  of  the  necessity  of 
onnpng  mto  market  so  great  an  amount  of  lands  as  the 
wm  proposed  to  be  appropriated  would  survey,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  lands  ah-eady  surveyed.  The  Commissioner 
ot  the  General  Land  Office  had  designated  certain  sections 
of  the  public  domain  which  it  was  expedient  to  have  sur- 
▼eyed  the  present  year?  but  this  survey  would  not  require 
the  turn  proposed  to  be  appropriated.  Why  then  grant  so 
much,  unless  we  have  abandoned  all  notions  of  economy? 
it  any  substantial  reasons  could  be  shown  why  the  pro- 
posed appropriation  was  necessary,  he  hoped  they  would 
be  given.  ' 

Bir.  VERPLANCK  said,  lliat  since  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  liad  often 
noticed  the  singular  contrast  in  which  he  was  placed  when 
here,  and  when  in  the  committee  room.     Tiiere  were  nu- 
merous demands  before  the  committee,  and  their  object 
vu  to  reduce  appropriations  proposed  to  as  small  an 
amount  as  possible;  wliile  here,  in  tliis  House,  that  com- 
mittee was  accused  of  extravagance.     Such,  in  part,  was 
JM  imputation  cast  upon  them  by  the  motion  now  before 
jne  House.    The  requisition  made  upon  the  General  Land 
uthce  by  the  surveyors,  for  the  present  year,  had  been 
two  hundred  thousand  doUars;  the  commissioner  of  that 
ottice,  considering  the  sum  too  great,  had  reduced  it  to 
«je  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  the  Committee  of 
Ways  tnd  Means,  in  the  fulfilment  of  what  they  considered 
yeir  duty,  had  aaked  for  an  appropriation  of  only  one  hun- 
ofed  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.     The  proposed  amount 
would  pay   the   arrearages  of  the  last  year,  and  leave 
»or  the  surveys  of  the  present  year  a  sum  averaging  the 
amount  appropriated  for  surveys  for  the  last  eight  or  nine 
?ear»— perhaps  it  would,  fall  below  that  average—the  al- 
wwance,  after  paying  arrearages,  would  leave  about  eighty 
or  ninety  thousand  doUars.     If  gentlemen  would  examine, 
wcy  would  find  that  to  be  about  the  average  sum  appro- 
ifiri      ^^^  ^*  WTvty  of  the  public  lands  since  the  year 
iWl.    Mr.  V.  then  alluded  to  the  valuable  lands  in  Louis- 
"n*!  Uie  survey  and  settlement  of  which  had  long  been  re- 
ttAled  by  claims  of  individuals  having  grants  from  the  for- 
^r  Goy^p^^^jj^^jjj^jj  possessed  that  country,  and  spoke 
« the  great  desire  of  this  Government  to  bring  those  lands 
mto  market.     He  said,  if  the  proposed  amendment  now 
«n<ier  consideration  prevailed,  it  would  reduce  the  appro- 
Pmtion  for  surveys  to  about  thirty  thousand  dollars— a 
"uro  altogether  inadeauate.     He  hoped  this  encroachment 
on  the  usual  course  of  the  Government  would  not  be  made. 


The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  done  their  duty  in 
proposing  the  appropriation,  and  it  was  for  the  House  to 
decide  whether  the  appropriation  should  be  made  or  not. 
Mr.  SEVIBR,  of  Arkansas,  said  he  had  witnessed  with 
regret  the  opposition  manifested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  the  appropriation  for  surveying  the  public 
lands.     I  am  one,  said  Mr.  S.,  who  believe  the  appropria^ 
tion  for  thin  object  should  be  increased,  rather  than  di« 
minished.     We  are  told  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office,  tlmt  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  have 
not  advanced  to  the  extent  desired,  in  consequence  of  no 
appropriation  having  been  made  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress.    We  are  told,  from  the  same  quarter,  that,  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  surveys  made  in  1830,  and  those  wliich 
will  be  required  in  1831,  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollai-s  will  be  necessary.     With  this 
information  before  us,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
gentleman's  opposition.     The  department,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, should  be  gi\*en  the  funds  required.     The  depart- 
ment should  have  more  than  is  required.     Why  do  I  think 
more  than  is  asked  should  be  given?     I  take  for  granted 
the  commissioner  has  formed  his  estinuite  for  those  surveys 
which  he  considers  are  demanded  immediately;  and  in 
this  estimate  I  discover  he  has  said  the  surveys  in  Miasouriy 
Illinois,  and  Arkansas,  have  been  made  to  an  extent  equal 
to  the  present  demand.   It  is  not  for  roe  to  attend  to  the 
interest  of  Missouri  and  Illinois:  those  States  have  their 
representatives  upon  this  floor,  who  can  answer  for  them- 
selves.    But  of  my  own  countr}'  I  profess  to  have  some 
little  knowledge.     I  hope  the  commissioner  will  pardon 
me  when  I  tell  him  the  surveys  of  tlie  public  lands  in  Ar- 
kansas liave  not  been  equal  to  the  present  demand.  I  hope 
he  will  not  persist  in  this  opinion,  when  I  assure  him  that 
there  are  many .  coimties  containing  thousands  of  inhabit- 
ants, which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  in  which  not 
one  foot  of  the  public  lands  has  ever  been  surveyed.     1 
trust  he  will  forgive  me  when  I  tell  him  that  tJie  surveys 
of  the  very  htnd  bordering  upon  the  capital  of  Arkansas, 
and  tlie  most  valuable  Of  any  we  have,  are  yet  incomplete. 
My  constituents  conceive  that  their  interest  in  this  parti- 
cular has  been  grossly  neglected;  and  for  this  neglect  they 
have  complained,  and  do  yet  complain,  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  our  land  office  and  our  surveyor  general.     I 
am  far  from  attributing  any  sinister  motive  to  the  worthy 
commissioner.     I  do  not  believe  he  wishes,  by  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  office,  to  retard  the  growth  and  settle- 
ment of  tliat  country.    I  must  attribute  hit  report  to  a 
woful  ignorance  of  our  wants.     1  must  believe  be  has 
been  too  much  engM^d  in  his  office  to  learn  with  sufficient 
accuracy  the  map  of  that  distant  and  neglected  country. 

By  examining  the  report  of  the  commissioner,  we  dis- 
cover that  a  smaller  quantity  of  the  public  land  has  been 
sold  in  Arkansas  than  in  any  other  section  of  the  Western 
countnr;  that,  including  all  of  the  public  sales  from  1822 
to  1830,  there  have  notbeen  sixty  thousand  doUars  paid  to 
the  Crovernment.  Why  has  such  an  insignificuit  sum  been 
received  from  the  sales  of  the  public  hind  in  that  country  > 
The  commissioner  himself  ought  to  be  able  to  answer  the 
question.  It  is  because  there  has  been  but  little  good 
land  surveyed  and  in  market.  In  what  manner,  ar,  have 
the  surveys  in  Arkansas  been  conducted }  You  have  given 
us  no  surveyor  general  to  reside  among  us.  He  resides 
in  St.  Louis,  four  hundred  miles  from  our  capital.  He 
knows  nothing  of  the  situation  of  our  countiy;  is  govern- 
ed entirely  in  letting  out  his  contracta  by  the  representa- 
tions of  deputy  surveyors.  These  deputies  know  their 
own  interest.  Their  engagementa  to  survey  are  generally 
in  the  prairies,  and  in  the  poor  and  barren  sections  of  the 
country.  Sir,  I  do  not  blame  them.  They  could  not 
affoi'd  to  survey  the  rich  lands  of  Arkansas,  covered  with 
cane,  and  almost  impenetrable  forests,  for  tliree  dollars  a 
mile.  To  provide  against  this  evil,  at  the  buit  session  of 
Congress,  an  act  was  pasKd  authorising  the  surveyor  gene* 
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fal  to  allow  his  deputies  for  surveying*  the  good  lands  in 
Arkansas,  four  dollars  a  mile.  When  such  lands  as  these 
are  surveyed — lands  like  these,  upon  which -our  settlements 
are  almost  entirely  confined,  you  wiU  perceive  a  very  great 
increase  in  the  income  to  the  Government  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  act  was  passed  grant- 
ing, for  a  limited  period,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  set- 
tiers  upon  the  public  lands.  That  act  is  about  expiring, 
and  but  few  of  the  citizens  of  Arkansas  have  availed  them- 
selves of  its  provisions.  And  why  ^  Because  the  lands 
upon  which  they  live  have  not  been  surveyed.  They 
petition  Congress  at  this  present  session  to  continue  the 
act  in  force  for  a  longer  period  of  time.  And  why?  Be- 
cause the  land  upon  which  they  live  has  not  been  surveyed. 
Yet  the  commisaoner  tells  us  the  surveys  in  Arkansas  have 
been  made  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  present  demand. 

Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  what  differ- 
ence it  would  make  to  the  Gdvernment  if,  all  the  public 
lands  in  each  State  and  Territory  were  surveyed  during 
the  present  year.  The  information  the  sur\'eys  would 
afford  would  surely  be  desirable  to  the  Government;  and 
I  apprehend,  at  no  future  day,  the  cost  for  surveying 
would  not  be  less  than  it  is  at  present.  The  honorable 
gentleman  seems  to  fear  that  the  eorners  made  by  the 
surveyors  in  the  prairies  would  be  destroyed  by  fire,  and, 
as  a  consequence  of  which,  the  land  woukl  have  to  be 
surveyed  again.  If  that  gentleman  had  been  in  prairies 
as  often  as  I  have,  he  would  have  known  that  these  cor- 
ners are  made  of  other  matenals  than  wood;  he  would  have 
known  that  at  each  comer  mounds  were  made,  which  fire 
can  never  destroy.  There  is  no  instance  within  my  know- 
ledge, when.the  public  lands  have  ever  been  twice  survey- 
ed, for  this  or  any  other  cause. 

What  woukl  be  the  consequence  if  you  were  to  stop 
the  public  surve}^?  Would  you  not  injure  the  Govern- 
ment }  Would  vou  not  deprive  it  of  an  annual  income  by 
no  means  insignificant  ^  Woukl  you  Act  find  it  impossible 
to  keep  off  settlers  from  the  public  lands ^  They  would 
come  and  occupy  it,  wear  out  the  soil,  destroy  the  timber; 
without  paying  a  tax  to  the  federal  or  local  Government. 
This  would  be  the  consequence  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment; andy  by  stopping  the  surveys,  you  woukl  injure  our 
own  citizens.  They  would  live  in  constant  dread  and  un- 
certainty: they  would  make  no  valuable  or  lasting  improve- 
ments, for  fear,  of  losing  their  labor.  By  such  a  coiuve, 
you  would  limit  exportation,  \^eaken  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, and,  of  course,,  the  great  resources  of  individuals 
and  the  General  Government.  1  sliali  trespass  no  longer 
upon  the  indul^nce  of  the  House.  I  hope  the  proposed 
amendment  wiU  be  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia 'had  submitted  his  motion,  and  hoped  it  would 
prevail.  He  was  one  of  those  who  believed  the  operations 
of  the  surveying  department,  for  some  years  past,  liad 
gone  to  great  excess,  producing  highly  injurious  effects 
throughout  the  whole  Western  country,  and  seriously  de- 
ranging the  land  office  department.  It  was  time  to  bring 
back  the  land  system  to  a  healthy  action;  such  as  it  possess- 
ed prior  to  the  late  war.  The  survey  of  land  waa  a  step 
preparatory  to  its  being  exposed  to  sale;  and  when  sur- 
veyed, it  would  be  forced  into  market,  whether  the  quantity 
on  hand  would  justify  its  introduction  or  not.  It  will 
hence  be  obrious  that  the  surveying  department  really  re- 
grulates  the  proportion  between  the  demand  for  land,  and 
the  quantity  in  market;  and  it  is  only  by  a  skilful  and  judi- 
cious management  of  that  department,  that  any  just  pro- 
portion between  the  supply  and  the  demand  can  be  main- 
tained. The  land  office  commenced  Its  operations  under 
the  present  system  in  1801.  For  the  first  fifteen  years, 
und  up  to  the  close  of  the  war,  the  quantity  of  land  sur 


the  greatest  prosperity  in  the  Western  country.  The 
value  of  both  public  and  private  property  was  sustained; 
a  circumstance  that  gave  activity  to  the  sales,  and  confi- 
dence to  the  purcha8er> 

Shortly  after  the  war,  this  salutary  policy  was  lost  sight 
of.     Immense  districts  of  country  were  surveyed  and  sud- 
denly thrown  into  market,  so  that,  at  the  close  of  1825, 
there  had  been  surveyed  in  all  one  hundred  and  tliirty -eight 
millions  of  acres;  and  for  the  five  last  years,  great  quanti- 
ties have  also  been  surveyed,  probably  amounting  to  some 
forty  or  fifty  millions  more;  the  exact  amount  not  known. 
Of  these  one  lumdred  and  thirty-eight  millions  then  sur- 
veyed, between  twenty -three  andtwenty-four  millions  had 
not  been  brought  into  market.     At  that  time,  the  entire 
quantity  sold  since  the  year  1800  was  less  than  twenty 
millions — between  1825  and  the  present  time,  the  sales 
have  amounted  to  about  one  million  of  acres  per  annum. 
We  have  not  been  Informed  what  quantity  of  surveyed 
land  that  is  uow  on  hand,  has  not  yet  been  brought  into 
market.      It  is  to  be  presumed  it  has  not  been  dimin- 
ished since  that  time.     The  result  of  tliese' facts  is,  that, 
at  the  close  of  1825,  and  probably  at  the  present  time,  the 
quantity  surveyed  and  prepared  for  »le,  but  not  yet 
brought  into  market,  exceeds  the  whole  amount  sold  for 
these  thirty  years,  and  exceeds  also  the  existing  annual 
demand  about  twenty-five  times.     That  the  quantity  now 
in  market,  and  seeking  a  purchaser,  exceeds  the  annual 
demand  more  than  one  nundred  times,  and  is  about  seven 
times  as  much  as  the  whole  amount  sold  since  the  year 
1800.    Now  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  land  system 
is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  great  concern  for  Tending 
land;  and,  like  any  otlier  article,  if  more  of  it  is  forced 
into  market  than  can  possibly  be  used,  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences of  a  glut  in  the  market,  a  depression  in  the  value 
of  tlie  property  of  tlie  public  and  of  individuals,  and  the 
derangement  and  distress  incident  to  such  a  state  of  things, 
must  follow.     We  hei*e,  sar,  get  at  the  true  cause  of  the 
growing  complaints  of  the  new  States.  Every  part  of  the 
Western  cotmtry  is  oppressed  with  this  operation,  and 
dissatisfaction  every  where  prevails.     The  old  settlements 
are  dissatisfied,  because  you  crowd  into  market  such  vast 
bodies  of  land  around  tliem,  as  to  depress  the  value  of 
the  property  they  have  purchased  of  you,  faster  than  they 
can  add  to  it  by  their  labor.      A  farmer  in  Ohio,  who  baa 
devoted  to  his  farm  the  labor  of  his  life,  and  that  of  his 
family,  can  scarcely  dispose  of  it  at  this  day,  with  all  its 
improvements,  for  as  much  as  he  paid  you  for  it  some 
twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.     He  has  a  right  to  be  dissatjs^ 
fied  with  this  unreasonable  glut,  and  he  is  dissatisfied. 
While  he  expects  you  will  sell  the  public  domain,  lie  haa 
a  right  to  demand^of  you  that  you  shall  not  so  conduct 
that  operation  as  to  destroy  the  value  of  his  property  with- 
out benefit  to  yourself.      Good  faith  forbida  you  to  do  ao^ 
Tlie  new  settlements,  if  possible,  are  still  more  oppressed 
by  this  state  of  things.     On  a  sudden  you  have  thrown 
into  roai'ket  a  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land,  extending 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Upper  Lakes»  requiring 
many  millions  of  inhabitants  to  convert  them  to  use.     A. 
few  of  them  are  taken  up,  and  very  sparse  settlements  are 
scattered  here  and  there  over  the  whole  country.     There 
is  not  a  surplus  pof^ulation  in  the  United  States  that  can  be 
detached  from  the^r  present  situations  and  employments 
to  people  the  vast  region  of  country  thus  open  for  settle-- 
ment:  nor  can  there  be  such  a  surplus  for  a  generation 
yet  to  come.     These  new  settlements,  therefore,  fiU  up 
very  slowly — and  in  the  newest  settlements  the  sales  are, 
generally  speaking,  the  most  limited  in  amount.     The  oc- 
cupants see  vast  bodies  of  excellent  land  around  tbem» 
without  any  one  to  buy— every  thing  goes  on  heavily,  aifc<l 
they  naturally  enough  think  tlie  Government  retards  theix- 
growth;  and  bring  themselves  to  the  belief  that  the  coun- 


vcycd,  making  due  allowances  for  bad  land,  did  not  go  try  around  them  is  not  sold  and  settled  on  account  of  tlie 
materially  beyond  the  demand.     That  was  the  period  of  price  at  which  the  Government  holds  it  being  too  high 
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The  anxiety  of  all  new  formed  settlements  to  increase 
their  numbers  is  very  great;  and  that  anxiety  not  being- 
gratified,  and  suflTering  under  the  inconveniences  incident 
to  a  new  country,  they  become  greatly  dissatisfied,  'and 
charge  the  whole  fault  to  the  Crovernment.  Hence  the 
fetation  that  is  constantly  kept  up  on  this  subject  in  the 
new  States,  and  the  higli  toned  pretensions  of  Illinois  in 
particular,  about  the  right  of  property.  We  are  now  call- 
ed upon  to  add  to  and  aggravate  this  distressing*  state  of 
things,  by  surveyings  four  thousand  six  hundred  townships 
more,  amounting'  to  one  hundred  and  three  millions  of 
acres,  at  an  expense  of  a  million  of  dollars.  The  appro- 
priation proposed  in  the  bill  will  survey  twelve  millions  of 
them,  and  is  but  the  entering  wedge  of  others  that  are  to 
follow  to  execute  this  great  project.  Can  any  man  enter- 
tain a  doubt  as  to  the  effect  of  adding  to  the  quantity  now 
in  market  the  enormous  amount  of  one  hundred  and  three 
millions  of  acres  ^ 

It  has  been  already  shown  that  there  are  now  in  market 
many  millions  which  we  have  no  ability  to  people;  and  is 
it  not  far  better  that  some  portion  of  the  vast  regions  now 
in  market  should  be  disposed  of  and  settled,  before  we 
bring  any  considerable  additional  quantities  into  market  ? 
If  any  particular  settlement  should  take  a  direction  into 
an  unsurveyed  region,  Mr.  V.  said  he  would  survey  and 
bring  it  into  market,  so  that  the  market  might  always  be 
kept  fiilly  adequate  to  any  demand.  Beyond  that  he 
would  not  go  for  the  present. 

The  quantity  of  land  now  in  market  being  far  greater 
tlian  any  existing  demand  for  settlement,  and  of  as  good 
quality  as  any  that  remains  to  be  surveyed,  it  follows  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that,  by  increasing  the  quantity, 
you  do  not  in  reality  open  any  additional  room  for  settle- 
ment; nor  can  you  expect  in  that  way  to  add  a  single  in- 
habitant to  the  aggregate  population  of  the  new  States. 
All  that  you  can  effect  by  this  operation,  is,  to  diffuse  our 
population  over  a  greater  region  of  country,  where,  in 
point  of  fiict,  the  sparseness  of  population  in  that  already 
settled  is  amon^  the  greatest  evils  it  has  to  overcome. 
He  said  he  most  conscientiously  believed  that  the  vast 
bodies  of  land  that  now  glutted  the  market,  had  depressed 
the  actual  value  of  the  public  domain,  and  of  private 
property,  at  least  fif\y  per  cent,  below  what  it  would  have 
been  if  a  proper  regard  had  been  paid  in  adjusting  the 
supply  to  the  demand;  while  he  did  not  believe  the  ag- 
gregate popuUtion  of  the  country  is  any  greater  than  it 
would  have  been  by  keeping*  the  market  always  fully  sup- 
plied, without  going  materially  beyond  that  point.  The 
hundred  millions  now  proposed  to  be  prepared  for  sale 
must  inevitably  produce  still  greater  depression,  in  both 
public  and  private  property,  to  an  extent  that  no  one  can, 
with  certainty,  foretell.  The  land  now  in  market  is  diffused 
throughout  all  tlie  new  States  and  Territories.  There  is 
not  one  of  them  where  the  quantity  in  market  is  not  now 
more  than  thirty  times  as  great  as  the  annual  sales,  and  in 
many  of  them  many  hundred  times  as  great.  And,  singular 
as  it  may  seem,  where  the  disproportion  is  the  greatest, 
the  call  for  additional  quantities  is  the  most  urgent. 

The  gentleman  from  Arkansas  is  very  anxious  for  this 
appropriation,  and  informs  us  the  settlement  of  that  ter- 
ritory is  retarded  for  want  of  land  in  market.  Now,  it 
appears  that,  so  long  ag^  as  1825,  more,  than  eleven  mil- 
lions of  acres  had  been  surveyed  in  that  territory.  What 
quantity  bad  been  since  surveyed,  he  did  not  know;  but 
the  entire  amount  of  sales  for  the  last  year  did  not  exceed 
one  thousandth  part  of  the  quantity  surveyed  and  unsold: 
indeed,  the  whole  amount  sold  would  not  make  more  than 
half  a  dozen  good  plantations;  and  the  whole  sales  ever 
made  there  would  very  little  more  than  pay  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  making  the  sales,  without  taking  into  the 
account  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid  for  the 
surveys  already  made.  Nothing  can  show  more  forcibly 
than  tliis  case,  that  it  is  not  additional  land  that  is  wanted; 


but  it  is  people  that  is  wanted,  to  occupy  those  already 
exposed  to  sale.  TJie  gentleman  from  Florida  had  also 
expressed  his  anxiety  about  this  appropriation.  In  1825, 
the  amount  surveyed  in  that  territory  was  about  three 
millions  of  acres,  and  he  believed  about  the  same  quantity 
had  been  surveyed  within  the  last  five  years,  while  the 
annual  sales  in  that  territory  do  not  amount  to  a  fiftieth 
part  of  that  quantity.  The  same  remarks  were  applicable 
to  Michigan,  and,  iti  general,  to  all  the  new  States.  For 
these  reasons,  he  could  not  see  any  necessity  for  expend- 
ing a  larger  sum  than  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  His  amendment  would  leave  at  the  disposal  of 
the  department,  af\er  discharging  the  arrearages  now  due, 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  which  would  survey  three  millions 
of  acres  for  the  current  year,  while  the  sales  will  not  pro- 
bably much  exceed  one  million.  If  we  should  come  back 
again  to  the  old  principle  and  practice  before  the  war, 
from  which  we  have  departed,  and  hereafter  survey  some 
two  or  three  millions  per  annum,  we  should  then  keep 
constantly  on  hand  and  exposed  to  sale  one  humlred  times 
as  much  as  the  annual  demand.  But  in  that  way  we  should 
prevent  things  from  growing  worse,  and  avoid  further 
unnecessary  depression  in  the  public  property,  or  that  of 
individuals.  He  thought  it  to  be  our  duty  to  afford  a  rea- 
sonable protection  to  both.  Entertaining  these  opinions, 
he  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Illinois,  said,  though  he  felt  very 
anxious  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  to  continue 
the  surveys  of  the  public  land«  he  had  intended  to  permit 
the  vote  to  be  taken  without  submitting  a  remark,  as  he 
considered  the  requisition  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  ample  evidence  for  the  House  to  form  their 
judgment  upon;  but,  he  said,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr,  Viitton]  had  spoken  of  pretensions  setup  by  Illinois,  - 
in  s\ich  a  manner  as  to  justify  him,  he  hoped,  in  troubling 
the  House  with  a  few  remarks  in  reply.     He  said  he  had 
heard  nothing  of  Illinois  until  the  gentleman  had  himself 
mentioned'  it,  and  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  was  meant 
by  the  gentleman's  remark.     He  assured  him  that  he 
would  urge  nothing  for  Illinois,  on  this  or  any  other  occa- 
sion, that  was  not  just  and  proper  to  be  granted.  He  said, 
by  the  gentleman's  own  showing,  it  would  be  seen  that 
a  very  large  portion  of  the  State  of  Illinois  was  yet  to  be 
surveyed — only  twenty-seven  out  of  forty  odd  millions  had 
been   surveyed.     Mr.   D.   spoke  of  the  quality  of  the 
soil  and  beauty  of  the  country  in  the  northern  section  of 
Illinois,  and  north  of  it,  and  the  prospect  of  its  immediate 
settlement  when  surveyed  and  brought  into  market*     He 
said  there  was  now,  and  had  been  for  several  years,  a 
hrge  number  of  citizens,  estimated  at  near  ten  thousand, 
residing  in  the  northern  part  of  Illinois,  ftir  beyond  tlie 
present  surveys;  that  aii  equal  or  greater  number  resided 
nortli  of  the  State,  in  the  Northwest  territory,  where  there 
wai  not  an  acre  of  public  land  surveyed.     He  hoped  that 
a  statement  of  these  facts  would  sufhciently  show  tlie  ne- 
cessity of  extending  the  surveys  in  Illinois  and  Michigan; 
and  from  statements  he  had  heard  made  by  other  gentle- 
men, it  was  clear  to  his  mind  that  the  necessity  was  equally 
pressing  in  other  sections  of  the  country.     He  said,  if 
further  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  these  surveys  was 
necessary,  he  could  refer  the  House  to  several  petitions 
now  upon  tlieir  files.  , 

Mr.  D.  said,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  VisTOir]  in  opposition  to  this  appropriation  was  such 
as  he  would  have  expected  from  the  lana  speculator;  and 
if  he  were  permitted  to  make  a  guess,  judging  from  his 
speech  alone,  he  should  say,  that  tlie  gentleman  was  him- 
self an  extensive  landholder  or  speculator  in  lands. 

[Mr.  VINTON  here  rose,  and  denied  that  he  yas  a  land 
speculator,  or  that  he  was  the  mvncr  of  any  quantity  of 
wild  lands.] 
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The  SPEAKER  remarked,  that  the  gentleman  from  IlIU 

nois  did  not  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  a  spe- 
culator; if  he  had,  he  should  have  stopped  him,  as  such  a 
remark  would  have  been  out  of  order. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded,  and  said,  that  the  whole  argument 
of  the  gentleman  was  in  favor  of  keeping  up  the  price  of 
private  land,  by  keeping  the  public  land  out  of  market; 
which  he  sud  was  a  policy  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  land 
speculator,  and  oppressive  to  the  poor,  who  has  his  home 
yet  to  purchase.  He  said  that  a  farmer,  who  wanted  his 
land  for  his  own  use,  cared  but  little  whether  it  was  esti- 
mated at  a  high  or  low  price;  nor  did  such  men  generally 
care  at  how  Tow  a  rate  their  poor  neighbors  purchased 
their  homes;  it  was  only  those,  he  said,  who  had  land  to 
sell,  that  felt  much  interest  about  the  pHce  it  bears. 

Mr.  D.  believed  it  to  be  the  true  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  survey  all  the  lands  within  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries as  soon  as  possible,  and  bring  them  into  market.  He 
thought  it  quite  probable  that  there  were  enough  settlers 
at  this  moment  on  the  unsurveyed  land,  who  are  prepared 
to  purchase  their  homes,  to  pay  enough  at  once  to  defray 
the  expense  of  surveying  all  the  public  lands  yet  to  be 
surveyed  in  the  States.  He  said,  in  reply  to  the  fear 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  McCot,] 
*  that  the  public  lands  would  have  to  be  resurveyed,  that 
he  believed  the  suggestion  was  entitled  to  little  or  no  con- 
sideration, as  there  never  had  been  a  case  of  the  kind; 
and  he  believed,  from  the  manner  of  executing  those  sur- 
veys, that  there  never  would  be  such  a  necessity,  unless 
the  survey  should  be  erroneous.  He  ttiought  it  *A*as  too 
late  for  gentlemen  to  succeed  in  an  attempt  to  arrest  the 
emigration  to  the  West.  People,  he  remarked,  are  now 
settled,  in  large  or  small  bodies,  in  nearly  every  district 
of  the  public  lands  where  the  Indian  title  has  been  extin- 
guished; and  he  held  it  to  be  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  best 
policy  of  the  Government,  to  afford -tliem  an  opportunity 
of  purcliasing  their  homes  As  soon  as  possible,  and  on  the 
most  favorable  terms. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  was  opposed  to  4he  motion 
made  by  the  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  McCot,]  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  appropriation  for  the  surveying  of  the 
])ublic  lands;  and  he  observed  he  should  have  given  a 
silent  vote  on  the  question,  but  for  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Ohioj  [Mr.  Vinton.] 

If  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  in  this  bill  is  to  de- 
pend  upon  the  soundness  of  the  policy  which  that  gentle- 
man advocates,  in  reference  to  the  public  lands,  this 
House  will  bear  with  me,  said  Mr.  W.,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, whibM  expose  the  unsoundness  of  such  a  poli- 
cy— its  utter  ruin  to  the  Western  country.  It  is  a  policy 
which  belongs  not  to  the  West:  it  has  its  origin  and  per- 
manent residence  in  other  regions.  Feeling  a  lively  inte- 
rest for  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  land  of  my  bjrth, 
and  of  my  home,  I  am  compelled  to  rise  in  my  place,  to- 
day, and,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  West,  the  entire 
West,  the  "further  West,.**  repudiate  the  doctrines  ad- 
vanced by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I'hese  doctrines  and 
opinions  belong  not  to  the  West:  they  are  exotics,  and 
cannot  flourish  m  that  climate. 

I  do  this,  sir,  thus  explicitly,  because  these  opinions, 
emanating  from  so  respectable  a  source  as  the  member 
from  Ohio,  may  hereafter  be  referred  to  as  furnishing  evi- 
dence of  the  public  sentiment  now,  among  a  people  with 
whom  it  is  my  pride  to  have  lived. 

The  gentleman,  as  a  representative  of  the  West,  is  pe- 
culiar in  his  opinions  on  this  subject  I  doubt  if  another 
man,  west  of  the  mountains,  in  or  out  of  this  House,  thinte 
as  he  does  upon  this  verj;  interesting  question.  I  attribute 
to  the  gentleman  every  sincerity  of  motive  to  which  he  is 
entitled.  His  opinions  are  the  results  of  early  impressions 
in  the  land  of  his  birth,  (New  England,  J  where  they  have 
been  long  cherished,  and  wliich  were  boldly  unfofded  at 
liic  \zsX  session,  in  the  resolution  of  a  Senator  from  Con- 


necticut, the  pretext  (not  the  subject-matter^  of  a  lon(f 
and  able  debate  in  the  Senate,  upon  every  other  subject 
save  the  one  proposed  by  the  resolution. 

1  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  Hisnotthewishof  the^ntlemaa 
to  renew  that  discussion  in  this  House  upon  an  item  in  an 
appropriation  bill.  If  it  he  the  object  of  the  member  to 
get  up  a  discussion  upon  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  1 
invoke  him  to  submit  his  proposition — ^let  us  see  its  Icn^ 
and  breadth  upon  paper,  in  a  tangible  form,  that  we  may 
discuss  it,  and  vote  it  down.  What  are  the  objections  of 
the  member  from  Ohio  to  the  appropriation  now  under  con* 
sideration,  and  the  arguments  by  which  these  objections 
are  sustained?  The  gentleman  savs,  we  have  more  land 
now  surveyed  than  we  shall  be  able  to  sell  in  thirty  yean; 
and  he  has  furnished  us  with  the  tables  of  the  quanti^  siu*- 
veyed,  and  number  of  acres  sold.  His  statistics  I  do  not 
controvert.  Admit  the  facts  and  hia  inferences,  is  it  any 
argument  against  continuing  the  surveying?  If  the  argu* 
ment  is  worth  any  thing,  it  would  have  its  full  weight  upon 
a  proposition  to  suspend,  by  law,  the  sales,  not  the  survey- 
ing, of  the  public  lands.  We  are  not  obliged  to  bring  the 
lands  into  market  so  soon  as  surveyed,  if  it  be  tlie  policy 
of  the  Government  to  limit  the  sales  of  the  public  land^ 
and  confine  the  population  to  the  States  and  Territories 
already  surveyed.  If  it  were  proper  to  do  this,  and  a  law 
were  now  passed,  declaring  that  not  another  section  of 
pubhc  land  should  be  surveyed  until  the  last  acre  now  sur- 
veyed was  sold  and  occupied,  still  it  would  be  proper  to 
progress  with  tlie  surveying,  that  the  Government  should 
know  something  of  the  quidity,  soil,  and  utuation  of  the 
public  domain. 

Other  reasons  might  be  urged  why  the  surveying  of  tlie 
public  lands  should  progress  rapidly;  but  1  pass  by  them, 
to  consider  the  main  point  in  the  gentleman's  argument, 
which  has  often  been  presented  to  us  in  tliis  or  some  other 
shape,  and  by  the  member  from  Ohio  especially.  And 
that  is,  if  I  understand  it  correctly,  the  United  States,  by 
her  land  system,  by  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  holds  out  inducements  to  tlie  citizens  of  tlie  older 
States  to  emigrate,  and  purchase  land  for  themselves, 
thereby  extending  our  settlements  beyond  the  limits  which 
a  true  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  of 
individual  landholders,  will  justify.  And,  again:  By  the 
immense  quantity  of  pubUc  land' which  the  Government 
has  brought,  and  is  still  bringing  into  market,  the  quan- 
tity is  greater  tlian  the  demand;  consequently,  the  price 
of  landed  estate  in  tlie  hands  of  individusu  purchasers  from 
the  Government  is  less,  and  more  than  one-half  its  value, 
thus  producing  ruin  upon  whole  communities,  as  well  as 
operating  injustice  to  individuals. 

Lhave,  Mr.  Speaker^  ^ven  the  substance  of  tlie  gentle- 
man's argument,  if  not  ms  words.  I  invite  him  to  reviev 
it  himself,  and  see  if  he  is  willing  to  stand  by  it  1  pro- 
pose  to  analyze  it  briefly,  that  we  may  see  if  it  be  founded 
upon  that  public  policy  which  has,  and  which  I  hope  ever 
will  be  pursued  by  tliis  Government:  a  policy  connected 
with  her  true  interests  and  iutui*e  welfare — a  policy  which 
will  give  physical  strength  and  moral  energy  to  Uie  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States.  I  mean  such  a  disposition  of 
her  public  lands  as  will  put  it  in  tlie  power  of  ever)'  cnan, 
however  poor  and  humble  in  society,  to  acquire  a  home 
for  himself,  and  a  fireside  for  his  family.  With  a  popu- 
lation of  freeholder,  of  men  who  have  their  homes  »ith 
all  the  interesting  endearments  which  belong  to  that  name, 
and  a  Government  to  which  they  may  turn  and  look  upon 
as  a  benefactor,  what  have  our  free  institutions  to  fe»r 
from  intestine  divisions  or  foreign  invasion?  Nothing, si' 
— noticing. 

With  a  Government  like  ours,  and  our  citizens  f'^^^^Jjf* 
ers,  liberty  must  ever  be  secure  in  this  her  favored  land- 
No  hostile  Power  will  dare  plant  upon  our  borders  hii 
footsteps.  I  wish  I  could  offer  stronger  inducements  than 
at  present  exist,  to  my  countrymen,  who  arc  the  ten»nt>, 
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and  give  more  than  half  their  substance  and  labor  to  land- 
lords, to  pull  up  the  stakes,  and  take  up  the  line  of  march 
to  a  country  where  the  labor  of  nx  months  will  buy  them  a 
home  of  nr  better  land  than  that  upon  which  they  eke 
out  a  miserable  existence  of  labor  and  penury,  that  aris- 
tocracy may  live  in  splendor  and  pomp.  The  effect  of 
the  g'entleman's  policy  is  to  continue  this  state  of  thing^. 
He  insists  that  the  United  States  shall  not  bring'  her  pub- 
lic lands  into  market;  because^  by  doings  so,  the  value  of 
the  leal  estate  of  individuals  is  lessened — they  can  neither 
sell  nor  rent  thdr  lands  so  high.  Our  population  is  extend- 
ing itself,  and  the  older  States  sustain  a  material  injur)'. 

Land  is  too  cheap  already,  says  the  gentleman.  I  well 
recollect  tlie  policy  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Rush,)  under  the  last  administration; 
and  this  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  called 
it  to  memory  at  the  present  moment.  He,  sir,  was  in 
&var  of  what  is  now  a  very  fashionable  term,  '*  the  Ame- 
rican system."  He  was,  in  his  report,  justifying  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  West  ought  to 
be  taxed,  to  support  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
East;  because,  in  his  opinion,  Congress,  by  the  reduced 
price  at  which  public  lands  were  sold,  gave  to  agriculture 
a  bounty  equivalent  to  the  increase  of  taxation  in  favor  of 
manufactures;  and  if  my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  he 
condemned  the  policy  thus  pursued,  because  it  excited 
to  emigration  from  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  there- 
by enhanced  the  price  of  labor  to  the  manufacturer;  and 
thence  deduced  an  argument  in  favor  of  this  taxation  upon 
the  farming  interests,  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufactur- 
ing States.  How  was  this  argument  received  in  the  West^ 
With  universal  disapprobation,  as  the  elections  of  1838 
will  attest.  I  protest  against  it  in  every  shape,  whenever 
and  however  used.  That  policy  which  has  for  its  object 
to  build  up  an  interest  in  this  country  at  the  expense  of 
the  farming  intefest,  which  has  for  its  purpose  the  con-' 
centratidn  of  population,  in  order  to  reduce  the  price  of 
labor,  and  exact  from  it  its  hard  earnings  to  sustain  a  par- 
ticular interest— call  it  by  whatever  name  you  will,  give 
to  it  all  tl)e  charms  which  impassioned  eloquence  can 
claim — ^I  am  utterly  opposed  to  it. 

And  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  tendency  of  the  gentle- 
man's argument.  He,  too,  thinks  that  the  facility  which 
this  Government  affords  to  a  poor  man  to  escape  from  the 
vassalage  of  a  tenant  to  the  freedom  of  a  landholder,  les- 
sens the  price  of  lands  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and 
increases  the  price  of  labor.  But,  s>,  the  gentleman 
claims  it  as  an  act  of  justice  which  wc  owe  to  those  who 
have  bought  lands  of  the  Government  heretofore  at  two 
dollars  per  acre,  to  hold  up  our  lands.  For  what  purpose? 
That  these  purchasers  may  sell  again,  to  realize  a  profit, 
I  suppose. 

Again:  The  gentleman  says  the  price  of  land  has  fallen 
to  half  its  former  value,  in  consequence  of  the  policy 
which  the  United  Slates  has  pursued  in  reference  to  her 


public  domain  for  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  years.     I 


deny  that  it  is  owing  to  this  cause  entirely,  if,  indeed,  at 
all.  Other  and  more  immediate  causes  must  present  it- 
self to  the  inquiring  mind.  Is  it  in  this  coimtry  alone 
that  the  price  of  real  estate  has  fallen  P  Is  real  estate  in 
thU  cotmtry  the  only  estate  that  has  depreciated?  JNo,  sir, 
every  thing  has  sunk  in  value,  and  the  true  cause  may 
be  traced  by  the  political  economist  in  the  appreciation  of 
the  medium  of  exchangee — the  precious  metals;  and  the 
man  who  buys  his  land  now  in  Illinois  at  one  dollar  and 
tvtrenty-five  cents  per  acre,  pays  as  much  for  it  as  the  gen- 
tleman's constituents,  who  bought  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years  ago  at  two  dollars  per  acre.  Sir,  he  pays  more, 
according  to  the  comparative  value  of  specie  then  and 
now,  as  estinuited  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  .Means  on  your  table.  This  policy  of  stopping 
the   surveying  of  the  public  lands  now,  will  very  well 


surveyed,  and  subject  to  location.  Stop  the  surveys,  and 
limit  the  sales  in  other  States  and  Territories,  and  you 
will  perhaps  increase  the  tide  of  emigration  to  the  great 
and  nourishing  State  of  Ohio,  and  you  may  increase  the 
value  of  lands  owned  by  private  individuals  too.  Is  it 
our  duty  to  do  this?  Shall  we,  by  our  legislation,  attempt 
to  restrain  the  tide  of  emigration  ?  You  might  as  well,  sir,  at- 
tempt to  stay  the  tide  of  that  mightiest  of  rivers  which  gives 
name  and  consequence  to  the  Western  country.  There 
are  reasons,  however,  sir,  unconnected  with  this  view  of 
the  subject,  why  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands  should 
progress  with  accelerated  rapidity.  The  tide  of  emig^- 
tion  in  front  is  forced  on  by  its  succeeding  wave,  and 
^our  public  lands  will  be  occupied  by  your  citizens,  and 
improved,  whether  you  survey  them  or  not;  and  what  is 
the  consequence?  At  every  session  of  Congress,  at  this 
session,  we  are  compelled  to  interrupt  our  reg^ilar  system 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  by  granting  to  these 
honest  pioneers  the  right  of  settlement  and  pre-emption. 
No  Congress  has  yet  refused  it;  no  Congress  will  refiiseit. 
My  ntuation  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  enables  me  to  speak  of  the  fact,  if  it  has  not 
already  attracted  the  attention  of  the  House,  that  peti- 
tions from  every  quarter  in  behalf  of  tliis  worthy  class  of 
our  population  how  lie  upon  your  table,  calling  upon 
you  to  extend  to  them  the  privileges  of  the  pre-emption 
law  of  last  session,  upon  the  ground  that  the  land  on 
which  thev  reside  had  not  been  surveyed;  consequently, 
they  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the  beneficent  provi- 
sions of  that  act.  We  must  g^ant  it  them;  we  cannot 
refuse;  and  I  hope  no  American  Congress  will  be  found 
willing  to  expose  the  home,  the  labor,  of  a  citizen  to  the 
highest  bidaer,  with  a  view  to  wring  from  him  the  last 
dollar  to  pay  for  that  which  his  own  labor  has  produced — 
his  little  tenement,  the  shelter  of  his  family.  There  is 
but  one  way  to  stop  these  appeals,  and  that  is,  by  survey- 
ing the  land  as  speedily  as  possible.  Yoii  cannot  prevent 
your  citizens  from  takmg  possession  of  the  public  lands. 
You  may  pass  your  penal  laws  to  prevent  it,  but  you  can- 
not enforce  them.  The  public  sentiment  and  feeling  are 
against  such  laws,  and  they  would  be  dead  letters  on  your 
statute  book.  I  trust,  sir,  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vailj  and  that  the  Government  will  be  permitted  to  pro- 
gress with  all  reasonable  despatch  to  execute  the  surveys, 
and  bring  the  lands  into  market. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said,  that  the  delays  and  dif- 
ficulties succeeding  the  acquisition  of  Florida  by  the 
United  States,  the  time  required  for  the  el^amination  and 
decision  of  I  lie  claims  derived  from  the  former  Govern- 
ment, and  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  had  retarded  the 
surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  that  territory.  What- 
ever might  be  the  necessity  in  other  quarters,  where 
these  emoarrassments  did  not  exist,  he  was  sure  it  would 
operate  injuriously  to  that  part  of  the  country  whose  in- 
terests it  was  his  duty  to  guard  on  this  floor.  He  was 
opposed  to  striking  out' the  proposed  appropriation,  and 
most  solemnly  protested  against  the  arguments  on  which 
it  was  urged  upon  the  House.  If  he  properly  under- 
stood the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  he  was  in  favor 
of  striking  out  that  section  of  the  bill,  because  there 
were  lands  enoligh  surveyed  for  the  market;  and  offer- 
ing new  lands  for  sale  would  depreciate  the  price  of  that 
befoce  purchased.  This  might  suit  the  meridian  of  Ohio, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  but  it  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
rights  or  interests  of  Arkansas  and  Florida,  The  gentle- 
man has  said  that  eight  millions  of  acres  have  been  survey- 
ed in  Florida,  because  he  has  a  planted  statement  saying 
that  twenty-four  millions  were  to  be  surveyed  in  1825. 
I  do  not  believe,  at  that  time,  that  there  was  half  a  million 
surveyed;  and  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  accounted 
for  is,  that  the  author  of  the  paper  he  holds  Jn  his  hands 
put  down  the  private  land  claims  that  were  held  under  the 


suit  the  gentleman's  own  State,  where  every  acre  has  been  |  treaty,  as  no  part  of  the  public  lands  to  be  surveyed. 
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[Mr.  VINTON  explained:  He  said  he  had  derived  his 
information  from  the  statistical  tables  of  Van  Zandt  and 
Wattertson.  From  these,  it  appeared  that,  in  1825,  three 
millions  of  acres  of  lands  had  been  sun-eyed  in  Flonda; 
there  were  now  seven  millions  sun'eyed.  There  were 
said  to  have  been  thirty -one  millions  of  acres  of  land 
purchased  by  the  United  States  in  Florida.  By  a  state- 
ment of  the  delegates  from  that  territory,  read  from 
the  Clerk's  table  yesterday,  it  appeared  that  twenty-four 
millions  of  acres  remained  to  be  surveyed,  and  the  gen- 
tleman could  therefore  make  his  own  calculations  of  tlie 
quantity  that  had  been  already  surveyed.  ] 

Mr.  W.  continued,  urging  the  many  considerations  of 
policy  and  expediency  of  proceeding  with  the  surveys, 
the  necessity  for  encouraging  settlement  and  population. 
He  stated  that  the  poor  settlers  who  were  entitled,  by  the 
bounty  of  the  Government,  to  a  pre-emption,  could  not 
enter  their  lands  for  want  of  an  extension  of  the  surveys. 

Mr.  PETTIS,  of  Missouri,  said  the  House  was  then  en- 
gaged in  a  discussion  on  a  subject  about  which  it  appeared 
to  be  ill  order  to  say  any  and  every  thing,  save  that  which 
related  to  the  subject  itself.  He  was  not  disposed  to  fol- 
low the  example  set  him.  Whilst  he  was  anxious  to  avoid 
eyery  remark  calculated  td  produce  the  least  excitement, 
he  was  very  desirous  of  having  an  opportunity  of  placing 
the  subject  of  the  surveying  of  the  public  lands  in  its  pro- 
per light  before  the  House. 

Mr.  P., begged  leave  to  remind  gentlemen  of  what  had 
frequently  occurred  in  tlie  House  when  any  discussion  took 
place  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands.  Whenever  any  pro- 
position  was  before  it  proposing  to  amend  the  system  in  re- 
gard to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands';  whenever 
it  was  proposed  to  reduce  the  price  of  these  lands,  yea,  the 
refuse  of  these  lands,  and  that  to  actual  settlers,  in  small 
parcels;  we  of  the  new  States  have  had  it  rung  in  our  ears 
from  various  quarters  of  the  hall;  we  have  been  entreat- 
ed by  gentlemen  not  to  interrupt  the  existing  system  in 
regard  to  these  lands.  We  have  been  told  that  the  .sys- 
tem was  devised  by  the  wisest  men  of  the  nation,  and  ma- 
tured by  the  wisdom  of  experience.  They  have  said  to  us, 
•'  let  us  go  on  in  the  usual  way;  we  are  disposed  to  be  li- 
beral to  tlie  new  States."  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  tunc  is 
now  changed.  The  gentlemen  are  themselves  proposing 
an  innovation  of  the  most  prejudicial  character  to  the  new 
States  and  to  the  Territories.  Your  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  toU)  you  that  the  estimate  made  by  the 
several  suneyors  was  $200,000  dollars;  that  made  and 
sent  in  by  the  Treasury  Department  was  $150,000;  and 
the  committee  propose  appropriating  but  $130,000  for  the 
surveys  to  he  made  the  ensuing  year.  We  all  know  that 
no  appropriation  was  made  for  this  object  at  the  lust  ses- 
sion; and  the  committee  have  told  us  ihat  the  land  office 
department  was,  in  consequence,  $30,000  in  arrears.  The 
committee  have  stated  that  the  appropriation  recommend- 
ed by  them  is  about  tlie  avera;:;;^  of  such  appropriations 
made  during  the  hist  seven  or  eight  years,  and  not  so  much 
us  had  been  appropriatwd  for  many  years  previous  thereto. 
Notwithstanding  these  facts,  we  have  seen  the  gentlemen 
heretofore  so  much  opposed  to  innovation,  proposing  to 
strike  out  the  appropriation  recommended,  and  inserting 
less  than  half  tliat  sum.  We  have  been  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinto.n]  that  tliis  is  an  enormous 
appropriation,  and  that  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  do  not 
justify  it.  The  nett  proceeds  of  thebc  ssiles  for  the  last 
year  amounted  to  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars.  Can 
this  appropriation,  then,  be  considered  enormous?  That 
gentleman  has  told  usjhat,  from  1815  to  1820,  the  Go- 
vernment surveyed  and  brought  into  market  too  great  a 
portion  of  these  lauds,  and  that  the  consequence  had  been 
u  greiit  depreciation  in  the  value  of  kinds  in  the  hands  of 
individuals.  And  he  now  o])posed  the  present  appropria- 
tion, because,  as  he  says,  it  will  bring  too  much  land  luio 
market,  and  the  re^tdt  will  be  a  further  depreciation  of  the 


price  of  private  property.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  attribute  personal  motives  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  but  he  did  impute  to  him  considerations  of  State  in* 
terest.  The  true  secret  is,  that  Ohio  has  no  more  public 
lands  to  be  surveyed.  All  the  public  lands  within  her 
limits  were  surveyed  during  the  time  when,  according  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the  Government  was  pursuing 
an  extravagant  course  in  regard  to  these  surveys.  We 
then  heard  no  objection  from  Ohio.  It  is  well  known, 
that,  during  that  period,  Ohio  had  grown  up  in  a  manner 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Large  appro* 
priations  for  surveying  were  then  well  enough.  Nearly 
all  the  public  lands  within  her  limits  have  been  sold,  and 
now  we  are  called  on  to  stop  the  surveys,  for  fear  it  may 
have  an  injurious  effect  upon  private  property  in  Ohio. 
We  must  not,  it  is  said,  bring  these  lands  into  competition 
with  private  lands  in  that  State.  They  have  reaped  their 
harvest;  they  have  had  their  lands  surveyed  and  sold  un- 
der this  system;  the  private  property  of  the  citizens  of  the 
old  States  has,  if  you  please,  been  depreciated  in  value 
for  the  benefit  of  Ohio;  this  State  has  rapidly  populated 
from  the  old  States  under  this  system;  but  now,  forsooth, 
Ohio  having  all  she  desires,  the  system  of  surveying  is  tu 
be  stopped  for  her  benefit,  to  keep  up  the  value  of  her 
private  property,  and  to  keep  her  population  from  being 
induced  to  migi'ate  further  west.  This  is  not  all;  there 
is  another  motive.  On  a  certain^  occasion,  a  million  of 
acres  of  the  public  lands  were  gpivcn  to  Ohio  for  making 
canals.  He  would  not  say  it  was  given  by  way  of  bribe. 
It  ia  true,  however,  that,  at  a  particular  crisis,  two  bills 
were  pushed  through  Cong^*ess,  having  different  ar.J 
opposing  friends,  each  bill  making  a  donation  of  about 
500,000  acres  of  knd.  These  lands  have  been  selected  in 
small  parcels  from  tlie  best  of  the  public  lands  in  that 
State;  and  now  the  survey  of  otlier  public  lands  is  to  be 
checked,  to  prevent  other  lands  from  being  brought  in 
competition  with  these  lands,  thus  pvcn  and  thus  select- 
ed, and  to  keep  up  their  value.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  »s  this 
liberal?  Is  it  generous?  Is  it  fair?  He  would  not  say  it 
was  unjust,  but  he  would  say  it  wa»  very  unfair.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vixtok,]  not  satisfied  with 
using  these  arguments,  has  thought  proper  to  state  that  the 
most  of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  laudj 
is  drawn  from  the  old  land  districts,  and  consequently 
from  Ohio.  Sir,  the  gentleman  is  mistaken.  The  fact  is 
not  so.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  111- 
npis,  for  the  last  year,  amount  to  nearly  double  t!ie 
amount  of  those  from  Ohio.  The  sales  in  Missouri,  in  In- 
diana, and  in  Alabama,  greatly  exceed  those  of  Ohio  for 
the  last  y  car. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  based  his  opposition  to 
j  this  bill  on  the  ground  that  tlicre  is  already  wore  land  in 
!  market  than  is  demanded  by  purchasers.  He  conter.«l> 
I  that  the  Government  should  act  as  an  individual,  and  not 
'  permit  the  supply  to  exceed  the  demand  for  it.  Was  not 
this  the  case  when  the  Government  was  making  suchhbtral 
appropriations  for  surveys  in  Ohio?  Could  the  pcntlc- 
man,  at  any  period  referred  to,  have  said,  in  favor  of  more 
surveys,  that  the  Government  can  sell  more  lands  in  the 
next  year  than  are  already  surveyed  ?  Shall  we  now  change 
our  course  for  the  benefit  of  Ohio,  who,  from  her  prt>\in> 
ity  to  the  old  States,  has  always  possessed  a  great  ad- 
vantage over  other  new  States'?  Shall  the  Govcrnmtiit 
hug  tlic  public  lands  as  a  treasure  for  mere  purposes  ot 
revenue?  Shall  they  prize  their  lands  as  the  sordid  miser 
docs  his  gold?  This  doctrine  has  been  utterly  disclaimed 
by  all  parties  in  another  quarter.  The  proposition  JJ 
stop  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  had  been  discus^^Hl 
at  gTcat  length  in  the  quarter  referred  to.  It  receive*!  a 
decisive  negative,  not  only  tlien,  but,  as  was  then  IchtV- 
ed,  its  everlasting  quietus,  by  the  good  people  of  this  ">' 
tion.  Believing  this  question  at  rest  forever,  he  had  been 
taken  by  surprise  in  this  debate.     He  would  lake  this 
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occasion  to  say,  however,  that'  he  considered  it  the  duty 
of  the  Government,  and  very  important  to  the  new  States, 
that  these  lands  should  be  brouglit  into  market  as  speedily 
as  the  United  States  can  reasonably  defray  the  expense 
thereof,  and  that  every  facility  should  be  afforded  to  tiie 
exting^iishment  of  the  title  of  the  Government  in  and  to 
these  lands.  And  to  this  end,  he  contended  the  price  of 
these  lands  should  be  reduced,  especially  in  favor  of  ac- 
tual settlers.  He  made  these  remarks,  because  be  was 
V,  ell  satisfied  that  this  opposition  to  the  surveying  of  more 
lands  was  a  preliminaiy  step  to  the  stand  to  he  taken 
against  any  reduction  of  the  price  of  public  lands.  Gen- 
tlemen liave  been  railing  against  innovation  in  the  land 
system,  until  they  have  got  ready  their  own  machinery; 
and  now  they  arc  for  a  vigorous  effort  to  oppress  still  fur- 
ther the  new  States,  in  regard  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  felt  himself  bound  to  take  notice  of  the 
remarks  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vi it- 
ton,]  and  by  tlte  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wick- 
riFrE,]  relative  to  the  claims  set  up  by  some  of  the  new 
States  to  the  public  lands.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
in  opposing  this  appropriation,  has  thought  proper  to 
urge,  as  a  reason  for  his  opposition,  that  some  of  the 
States  had  certain  pretensions  to  the  right  of  property  in 
the  lands  witliin  their  limits;  and  insinuates  tliat  the  Unit- 
ed States  should  survey  no  more  of  these  lands,  because 
he  says  it  is  for  the  States  tlius  setting  up  their  claims. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  repelling  these  insinua- 
tions, has  indulged  himself  in  ridicule  of  those  who  enter- 
tain such  opinions.  He  has,  indeed,  uttered  very  severe 
denunciations  against  them.  He  was  sorry  to  hear  such 
remarks  from  that  quarter;  but  he  felt  himself  called  on 
to  make  a  reply.  Mr.  P.  said  it  was  well  known  to  the 
House,  that,  during  the  last  sesuon,  the  new  States  were 
ridiculed,  taunted,  reproached,  for  the  pretensions  some 
of  tliem  had  made  to  the  right  of  property  in  the  public 
domain  ^vithin  their  limits.  This  was  urged  tlien  as  a 
reason  "why  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  should  be  divided 
among  all  the  States,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  education.  On  that  account,  the  public  lands  in 
the  new  States  were  to  be  seized  on,  and  divided  out  among 
the  old  States.  Observing  the  strong  prejudices  which 
had  been  excited  by  these  insinuations,  he  attempted  to 
remove  them,  by  frankly  and  fully  stating  the  ai^guments 
and  grounds  on  which  they  relied  for  the  justness  of  their 
conclusions.  He  had  asked  to  be  shown  the  part  of  the 
constitution  which  authorized  the  United  States  to  bold 
lands  within  ^e  limits  of  a  sovereign  State.  He  had  in- 
sisted that,  if  the  Government  could  hold  these  lands,  and 
sell  theno,  they  could  lease  them,  and  make  the  citizens  of 
the  new  States  tenants  to  the  United  Sutes.  He  had 
urged,  that  the  practice  of  the  Government,  in  regard  to 
crown  lands  in  the  old  States,  showed  what  the  first  opi- 
nions under  the  constitution  were  on  this  subject.  He 
had,  as  politely  and  respectfully  as  he  could,  invited  gen- 
tlemen to  answer  his  ailments.  No  one,  not  even  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  had  nr.et  the  argument.  None 
had  undertaken  the  task.  The  subject  had,  it  is  true, 
been  touched  on  in  another  body,  and  barely  touched  on, 
for  the  argument  was  not  met.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  bad  now,  for  the  first  time,  alluded  to  the  sub- 
ject, and,  instead  of  meeting  the  argument,  he  has  under- 
taken to  denounce  the  doctrine  as  a  dream,  a  vision,  a 
popularity-hunting  scheme.  [Here  Mr.WICKLIFFEasked 
leave  to  explain:  He  s^ud  he  assured  the  g^ntleqnjin  from 
Missouri  that  be  did  not  allude  to  him.  He  had  neither 
beard  nor  read  his  speech,  and  was  not  thinkinfp  of  it.]  I 
thought  so,  continued  Mr.  P.  I  thought  the  gentleman  had 
neither  heard  nor  read  my  speech;  and  that  may  be  one 
reason  why  he  does  not  understand  the  subject.  The 
House  will  pardon  me  for  saying  it  is  the  gentleman's  mis- 
fortune. If  he  had  read  my  speech,  he  would  not,  I  am 
sure,  liaTe  indulged  in  the  remarks  he  made.     Mr,  P. 
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said,  of  one  thing,  however,  he  was  certain;  the  only  way 
the  gentleman  could  refute  the  arguments  would  be,  by 
voting  against  the  measure  if  ever  it  shall  come  before 
him. 

But  to  return  to  the  immediate  subject  before  us,  Mr. 
P.  said  he  conmdered  the  Government  pledged  to  take 
the  most  liberal  steps  to  settle  and  sell  the  public  lands. 
In  1780,  the  old  Congress,  when  they  invited  the  States 
to  surrender  their  wild  lands,  made  a  sacred  pledge  that 
these  lands  should  be  settled  and  sold,  and  formed  into 
distinct  republican  States,  having  the  same  rights  of 
sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  original 
States.  Shall  we  not  redeem  this  pledge?  How  can  it  be 
redeemed,  but  by  having  these  lands  surveyed?  How  can 
you  have  these  lands  sold  and  settled,  without  bringing 
the  price  within  the  means  of  the  preat  body  of  pur- 
chasers? Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  if  no  amelioration  is  intended 
to  be  extended  to  us,  we  cannot,  surely,  bear  a  more  rigid 
system.  Let  us  have  the  usual  appropriation  for  survey- 
ing, and  adjust  other  matter^  in  relation  to  these  lands 
hereafter. 

Mr.  STRONG  regretted  tliat  so  much  debate  had  taken 
place  on  the  proposed  amendment.  He  said  he  was  in 
favor  of  going  on  with  the  surveys,  and  heUeved  the  usual 
appropriations  for  the  purpose  averaged  about  $50,000. 
He  wanted  to  know,  however,  what  nad  become  of  the 
$84,000,  of  which  he  had  before  spoken^  Was  it  all  ex- 
pended last  year  for  surveys?  Was  the  department  now 
m  debt?  His  desire  was  to  get  at  the  &cts.  Had  $84,000 
been  expended  last  year  for  surveys,  and  was  the  depart- 
ment in  debt  $80,000  more  ?  If  such  was  the  fact,  he 
wanted  to  know  the  reasons  for  so  great  an  expenditure 
for  the  purpose.  He  was  willing  to  give  fifty  or  sixty 
thousana  dollars  a  year  for  surveys,  but  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  granting  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  to  carry  them  on.  He  was  desirous 
tliat  the  department  should  be  out  of  debt,  and  then  let 
the  surveys  go  on  as  fiist  as  they  were  necessary. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  said  his  colleague  would 'find  an 
answer  to  his  inquiries,  by  turning  to  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  appended  to 
the  message  of  the  President  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session,  (from  which  he  read  an  extract.)  He 
said  further,  that  the  present  appropriation  would  cover 
all  arrearages. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  not  his  intention,  after  what  he 
luul  said,  to  enter  further  into  the  debate;  but  the  remarks 
that  had  been  made,  applicable,  not  to  the  question,  but 
to  himself  personally,  and  to  the  State  of  Ohjo^  left  no 
alternative  but  to  vmdicatc  himself  and  the  State  from 
which  he  came.  When  on  the  floor  before,  h^  had  stated 
certain  feels,  and  deduced  from  them  what  be  thoagiit  to 
be  fiur  arguments  and  inferences.  No  geiitleumn  had 
disproved  the  fiicts,  or  met  the  argument,  or  refitted  the 
inferences.  But  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  create  a 
prejudice  in  the  House  agamst  those  arguments,  unworthy 
the  place  and  of  those  who  have  resorted  to  it  On  every 
side  he  had  been  assailed  by  imputations  directed  at  him 
personally  and  at  liis  State. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  had  thrown  out  the  un- 
founded insinuation  that  he  was  a  land  speculator,  and 
had  fitted  his  argument  to  his  own  interest;  while  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  was  followed  up  by  the 
gentleman  fi*om  Missouri,  had  thought  proper  to  open  an 
attack  upon  the  State  of  Ohio,  through  him,  by  asserting 
that  Ohio  bad  been  the  favored  State  of  the  West,  and 
when  she  had  obtained  aU  her  ends,  she  was  actuated  by 
a  desire  to  oppress  and  keep  down  the  other  new  States. 
He  would  say  to  those  gentlemen,  one  and  all,  that  to 
answer  an  argument  was  one  thing,  and  to  fly  away  from 
it  into  insinuation  was  another.  It  wasanartince  to  escape 
from  an  argument,  which  no  gentleman  who  had  a  proper 
self-respect  would  hazard  in  Uie  face  of  an  intelligent  at- 
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sembty.     The  gentleman  from   MisfK)uri,  in  particular, 
had  given  himself  g^eat  indulgence  in  insinuations  against 
the  State  of  Ohio.     He  had  called  on  her  delegation  to  do 
as  they  had  been  done  by,  and  commented  very  much  at 
large  upon  the  favors  which  Ohio  had  received  from  Con- 
ges:}.    He  said  that  vast  sums  of  money  had  been  paid 
lor  surveying  the  lands  in  Ohio;  that  now  they  were  all 
surveyed,  she  was  anxious  to  arrest  the  surveys  in  Mis- 
souri, at  the  same  time  taxing  Ohio  with  ingratitude  and 
other  sinister  motives.     Sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri is  desirous  that  his  State  should  be  treated,  in  respect 
to  the  public  lands  ^  the  Slate  of  Ohio  has  been,  for 
himself  he  would  ask  and  desire  no  more  than  that  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri  would,  without  insinuation,  abide 
the  application  of  the  rule  which  be  seems  to  be  so  anxious 
to  get  the  benefit  of.     He   wants  the  public  lands  sur- 
veyed in  Missouri  with  the  same  rapidity  with  which  that 
operation  was  carried  on  in  Ohio.      The  surveys,  sir, 
were  commenced  in  Ohio  in  1785,  and  were  not  completed 
in  that  State  until  after  the  year  1820,  a  period  of  more 
than  thirty-five  years.     Now,  sir,  apply  the  rule  of  fa- 
Tored  Ohio  to  Missouri,  and  the  surveys  will  not  be  com- 
pleted there  tliese  twenty  years  to  come:  thus  much  for 
that  part  of  the  insinuation  that  Ohio  is  un^^ling  to  do 
for  others  that  which  has  been  done  for  her. 

Bat,  ap^ain,  the  gentleman  says  vast  sums  hav«  been  ex- 
pended for  surveys  in  Ohio,  and  now  she  refuses  a  similar 
favor  to  Missouri.  During  these  thirty-five  years,  a  little 
more  than  fourteen  millions  of  acres  were  surveyed  in 
Ohio,  being  the  whole  amount  of  public  land  in 
that  State.  In  the  course  of  some  seven  or  eight  years 
prior  to  1825,  about  twenty-seven  milUona  had  been  sur- 
veyed in  Missouri,  ^eing  an  expenditure  of  nearly  twice 
as  much  in  Missouri  as  the  whole  anraunt  of  all  the  sur- 
veys made  in  Ohio,  and,  too,  in  less  than  one-fourth  part 
of  the  time.  Let  the  gentleman  have  the  benefit  of  this 
example  of  favored  Ohio,  and  the  ^irveys  in  Missouri 
would  stop  for  the  present  where  they  now  are.  Ohio 
has  paid  into  the  public  treasury  near  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  for  land,  while  the  receipts  from  Mistouri  have  not 
gone  much,  if  any,  beyond  a  million  and  a  half.  Let 
Mfkouri  follow  this  example,  if  the  gentleman  is  really 
desirous  to  copy  from  Ohio,  and  then  come  and  claim  the 
grants  and  favors  that  have  been  bestowed  on  Oluo. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  protested  agadnst  the  rip^ht  of  any  gen- 
tleman here  to  arraign  the  motives  of  Ohio.  Is  Ohio  to 
be  put  under  the  ban  of  her  neighbors?  Is  she  not  a  part 
of  this  Union?  Has  she  not  interests  which  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  protect  in  common  with  her  sister  States^ 
Have  ntit  her  representatives  a  right  to  be  heard  on  this 
floor,  and  to  mitigle  in  debate  in  questions  like  the  pre- 
sent, in  which  she  has  more  at  stake,  and  a  deeper  interest, 
than  any  State  in  the  Union?  These,  sir,  are  rights  which 
her  representatives  on  this,  floor  will  neither  surrender  nor 
cease  to  exercise,  while  they  are  iiuthful  to  her  or  true  to 
themselves. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  did  not  intend  unnecessarily  to  pro- 
tract this  unexpected  discussion.  His  principal  object 
was  to  call  back  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  real 
question  before  it.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  informed  us  that  this  was  the  usual 
and  ordinary  annual  appropriation  for  this  object;  that 
it  was  below  the  average  of  appropriations  for  the  survey 
of  the  public  lands,  for  the  last  half  dozen  years  or  more; 
th»t  it  was  much  below  the  appropriations  for  the  same 
object,  between  the  years  1815  and  1821.  To  refuse  it, 
would  be  suddenly  to  change  what  has,  for  a  great  series 
of  years,  been  understood  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  its  public  domain.  Were  we 
now  prepared  to  discuss  or  to  decide  that  question  ?  He 
tntsted,  upon  this  annual  appropriation  bill  for  the  support 
of  Government,  we  should  not  g^t  into  a  discusaon  about 
the  expediency  of  changing  our  past  policy.      If  the 


amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  prevailed, 
more  than  half  of  it  would  be  exhausted  in  paying  ar- 
rearages for  surveys  made  during  the  last  year,  and  tlie 
sum  remaining  would  be  greatly  less  than  the  usual  sum, 
and  would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  defray  the  expense  of 
surveying  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  which  itmig^ht 
be  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  survey,  and  brmg 
into  market  the  present  year.     The  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  admonished  us  that  we  should  have  an  eye  to 
economy.     He  beheved  that  he  regarded  economy  in  his 
votes  in  that  House,  as  much  as  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
York,  or  any  other;  but  he  denied  that  it  was  economy  to 
postpone  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands.    When  once 
surveyed,  the  work  had  never  to  be  done  again.    I1ic 
expense  of  surveying  them  had  to  be  incurred  before 
they  could  be  brought  into  market;  and  he  thouglit  it  true 
economy  to  place  them  m  a  condition  to  be  sold  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible,  that  the  Government  mightrealize  the  price 
of  them.     If  the  object  of  reducing  the  appropriation 
was  to  retard  their  sale,  and  thereby  put  a  check  to  the 
emigration  to  the  West,  and  prevent  their  speedy  settle- 
ment,  he  trusted  that  we  would  not  be  compelled  to  dis- 
cuss a  question,  so  radically  changing  our  policy,  upon  an 
appropriation  bill.     If  economy  was  the  object,  there  was 
the  same  reason  for  reducing  the  appropriation  last  year, 
or  ten  years  ago,  that  there  was  now.     He  trusted  thattlie 
House  would  take  tiie  question  without  further  debate. 

The  question  was  now  loudly  demanded;  and  Mr. 
CLAY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  House  re- 
fused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  STORES,  of  New  York,  asked  what  had  been  the 
average  sum  appropriated  for  survevs  in  past  yeara.^ 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  replied,  that  it  had  varied  from  se- 
venty to  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  after  due 
exaimnation,  had  fixed  it  at  from  ninety  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Going  back  to  the  year  1815,  it  vfOuU 
be  found  to  be  something  more. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  INGERSOLL,  in  answer 
to  the  inquiiy  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  question  was  put  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  McCot,  and 
decided  in  the  negative-^yeas  46,  nays  not  counted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  proposed 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  waa  determined  in  *'"- 
affirmative,  without  a  division. 


tlie 


SALARY  OF  THE  MINISTER  TO  RUSSU. 

The  question  being  then  about  to  be  put  on  the  engross- 
ment of^the  bill, 

Mr.  STANBERY  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropna- 
tion  for  the  salary  of  a  minister  to  Russia  for  the  present 
year.  Mr.  S.  remarked,  that  the  President  had  informed 
the  House  that  the  United  States  were  not  represented »t 
the  court  of  Russia,  nor  was  it  probable,  Mr.  S.  said, 
that  they  soon  would  be.  Under  such  circumstances,  an 
appropriation  certainly  was  not  necessairy,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill.  He  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CARSON,  the  House  adjourned. 


FROM    TUS    NATIONAL    INTKLUGBNGER    Or 


J  AS  r  ART  2:.. 


Messrs.  Gales  and  Staion:  In  your  report  in  this  morn- 
ing's paper  of  the  debate  on  the  12th  instant,  Qoncernng 
the  appropriation  for  surveying  the  public  lands,  Mr- 
WicKtiVFE  makes  me  urge  the  following  objection  against 
the  appropriation:  That  "  the  United  States,  by  her  hxA 
system,  by  reduction  of  the  price  of  public  lands,  holds 
out  inducements  to  the  citizens  of  the  older  Slates  to  ein:- 
grate,  and  purchase  lands  for  themselves;  thereby  extend- 
ing our  settlements  beyond  the  limits  which  a  true  regard 
to  the  interest  of  the  Governmeiit  and  of  individual  lani*- 
holders  will  iustify.*'  Having  a  seat  at  a  distance  fit»n< 
that  occupied  by  Mr.  Wickliffr,  and  hearing  him  bu' 
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imperfectly,  this  statement  by  him  of  the  ailment  he 
supposed  I  had  ased,  wholly  escaped  my  notice,  or  I 
should  ha?e  set  him  right  at  the  time.  I  presume  the 
asnie  circumstance  occasioned  his  misapprehennon  of  my 
renuvks.  I  did  not  say  what  is  imputed  to  me,  nor  any 
thing  like  it;  and  of  course  all  that  part  of  his  speech 
which  is  iiitended  to  refute  tlie  argument  be  supposed  me 
to  hare  made,  is  misapplied.  J  never,  upon  the  floor,  or 
flscwhere,  objected  to  the  citizens  of  the  old  States  emi- 
g^atinG:  to  the  new;  nor  did  I,  in  that  speech,  say  any 
thing  about  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  public  lands.  It 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  under  discusnon. 
My  objection  was  to  surveying  and  bringing  more  land 
into  market  than  there  is  a  demand  for.  The  price  of 
public  land  being  fixed  by  law  at  $1  25  per  acre,  the  pur- 
chaser will  pay  tnat  price,  whether  one  million  or  one  nun- 
dred  millions  are  surveyed  and  brought  into  mai'ket. 

As  to  the  great  question  of  reducing  the  price  of  public 
lands,  I  have  submitted  the  result  of  my  opmions  respect- 
ing it,  in  the  shape  of  an  amendment  to  the  graduation 
bill,  and  when  that  bill  is  called  up,  it  will  be  time  enough 
for  me  to  express  my  views  on  tlmt  subject. 
Yoursy  with  great  respect, 

.     SAMUEL  F.  VINTON. 

Jmuary  20, 1831. 

Thurso^ T,  Jasvart  13. 
REPORT  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  MALLARY,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage as  -relates  to  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  and  so 
much  thereof  as  respects  manufactures,  made  a  report, 
(for  which  see  Appendix.) 

I'he  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  6,000  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MONKLL,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  a 
cwmter  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  and 
6,000  copies  of  that  were  also  ordered  to  he  printed. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Hatxks,  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  reduction  of  the. duties  on  brown  sugar,  was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Louisiana,  aflera  few  remarks,  moved 

its  postponement  until  Monday  week,  in  order  to  allow 

tJnie  for  the  reception  of  certain  documents  which  he 

wished  to  obtain  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  IIAYNES  opposed  tiie  postponement  of  tlie  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  TUCKER  said  that  he  saw  no  necessity  for  defer- 
ring the  consideration  of  the  measure.  For  his  own  part, 
he  could  not  perceive  the  object  of  the  proposed  post- 
ponement, nor  could  he  imagine  what  beneficial  results 
could  be  produced  by  it.  What,  said  he,  is  the  purport 
o/*  this  resolution  ?  Does  it  commit  the  House  in  any  unui- 
i^cr.^  Docs  it  involve  us  in  a  pledge  to  abandon  or  to 
pursue  any  line  of  policy  in  this  matter^  Does  it  impose 
<Jn  us  the  task  of  diminishing  or  continiung  the  present 
duty  on  sugar  P  No.  It  is  simply  a  motion  of  inquiry  on 
the  part  ofthe  committee;  and  when  that  committee  shall 
have  investigated  the  subject,  and  reported  upon  it,  then 
it  w'dl  be  the  proper  time  for  the  House  to  enter  upon  a 
discussion  of  its  merits.  At  present  it  surely  is  not  in 
order  to  do  so.  When  the  proper  time  arrives,  I,  for  one, 
^hall  have  no  objection  to  go  into  the  whole  question,  and 
to  take  into  consideration  all  the  d6cuments  or  evidence 
of  any  other  kind,  which  may  have  a  relation  to  the 
subject. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  said,  if  the  proposed  motion  prevailed, 
Itc  s))ould  move  tliat  the  resolution  take  another  course; 
iliai  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

The  SPEAKER  said  tlie  question  was  now  upon  the 
postpone  me  nt  of  the  iicsolution. 


Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  his  hope  that  tlie 
motion  for  postponement  would  prevail.  The  subject  of 
the  resolution  was  one  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
country,  and  it  was  desirable  to  obtain  every  information 
possible  before  acting  upon  it.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  would  be  enabled  to  furnish  much  information 
concernmg  it,  bv  next  week;  and  with  the  aid  of  that, 
the  question  would  be  more  fully  investigated  than  it  could 
be  now. 

The  further  consideration  of  tlic  resolution  was  finally 
postponed  till  Monday  next. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS.      . 

The  proposed  instructions  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  yesterday  submitted  by  Messrs.  Chiltoit 
and  Hall,  were  taken  up,  and  debatea  by  thoae  gentle- 
men till  the  time  allottea  for  the  consideration  of  resolu- 
tions bad  expired. 

MINISTER  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie 
general  appropriation  bill:  the  question  under  conside- 
ration  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Staitbirt  tostitke  out  of 
the  bill  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  miniiter  to 
Rus«a. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  he  heard  with  surprise  the  motion 
made  yesterday  by  tl)e  gentleman  from  Ohio;  and  it  was 
with  still  more  surprise  he  had  heard  the  reason  which 
the  gentleman  assigned  for  his  motion;  which  was,  that 
the  House  had  been  informed  by  the  message  of  the 
President,  that  we  had  no  minister  at  the  court  of  Russia. 
The  gentleman  had  mistaken  the  Executive  message — ^he 
had  mistaken  the  information  which  it  conveyed  to  the 
House;  and  if  the  motion  originated  in  that  mistake,  it 
fell  to  the  ground.  When  a  motion  is  submitted  by  a 
member,  said  Mr.  C,  courtesy  requires  that  we  suppose 
it  to  be  prompted  by  a  high  sense  of  duty  to  this  House, 
or  to  the  country.  It  is  for.  those  who  hear  it  to  judge 
if  it  have  any  other  moti%'e.  If  any  other  design  g^ve 
rise  to  the  present  motion — if  it  was  meant  as  a  covert 
blow  at  the  Executive,  it  was  a  feeble  one — the  arm 
that  struck  it  was  too  ne^'eless  to  reach  its  object.  Mr. 
C.  here  read  the  following  passage  from  the  Presdent's 
message: 

<<Our  relations  with  Russia  are  of  tlie  most  stable  cha- 
racter. Respect  for  that  empire,  and  confidence  in  its 
friend&hip  towards  tlie  United  States,  have  been  so  long 
entertained  on  our  part,  and  so  carefully  cherished  by  the 
present  Emperor  and  his  illustrious  predecessor,  as  to 
have  become  incorporated  with'  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  United  States.  No  means  will  be  \cti  unemployed  on 
my  part  to  promote  these  salutary  feelings,  ana  those  im- 
provements of  which  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries  is  susceptible,  and  which  have  derived 
increased  importance  from  our  treaty  with  the  Sublime 
Porte. 

"I  sincerely  regret  to  inform  you  that  our  minister 
lately  commissioned  to  that  court,  on  whose  distinguidied 
talents  and  great  experience  in  public  affairs  I  place 
great  reliance,  has  been  compelled  by  extreme  indisposi- 
tion to  exercise  a  privilege  wliich,  in  consideration  of  the 
extent  to  which  his  constitution  had  been,  impaired  in 
tiie  public  service,  was  committed  to  his  discretion^  of 
leaving  temporarily  his  post  for  the  advantage  of  a  more 
genial  climate. 

*<lf,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  liis  liealth 
should  be  such  as  to  justify  bim  in  doing  so,  he  will  repair 
to  St.  Petersburg,  and  resume  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties.  I  have  received  the  most  satisfactory  assiu*ance 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  public  interests  in  that  quarter 
will  be  preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the  intercourse 
whidihe  will  continue,  tlirough  the  secretary  of  legation, 
witli  the  Russian  cabinet." 
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"Sow,  said  Mr.  C,  does  this  justify  the  motion,  and,  as  a 
measui*e  of  policy,  would  it  be  right  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation? What  inference  could  be  drawn  from  our 
refusin?  the  appropriation,  but  that  we  were  about  to 
suspend  our  intercourse,  and  all  amicable  relations,  with 
the  court  «f  Russia?  Sir,  General  Jackson  and  the  ad- 
ministration need  no  si/pport  from  me.  The  administration 
speaks  for  itself,  and  can  support  itself. 

Mr.  STANBERY  rose,  and  replied  that  the  motion  was 
dictated  by  those  principles  which  brought  General  Jack- 
86n  into  office.  During  the  preceding  administration, 
great  clamor  was  heard  about  the  profligate  expenditure 


of  the  public  money,  and  about  constructive  journeys —  in  any  view  in  the  present  instance?    As  regarded  the 


and  a  change  of  administration  was  urged  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  these  abuses.  But  Mr.  S.  saw  no  differ- 
ence between  paying  an  officer  for  a  constructive  resi- 
dence and  for  a  constructive  journey.  The  House  had 
just  heard  read,  that  the  minister  sent  to  Russia  does  not 
reade  there;  we  have  all  seen  him  here — we  know  him, 
and  know  that  he  cannot  reside  there — ^if  he  receive  the 
public  money  as  minister  to  Russia,  without  residing  there, 
he  will  be  paid  for  a  constructive  residence.  We  know, 
as  far  as  we  know  any  thing  about  him,  that  he  resides  in 
England,  or  in  France — we  know,  at  any  rate,  that  he 
does  not  reade  at  his  post  in  Russia,  and  have  reason  to 
beheve  that  he  will  not  reside  there.  Is  it  right  to  pay 
for  duties  thus  performed?  Might  he  not  as  well  reside 
at  home,  and  still  be  considered  minister  to  Russia,  as  to 
reside  in  England  or  France,  in  that  capacity?  Mr.  S. 
said  that,  in  making  the  motion,  he  had  aimed  no  covert 
blow  at  the  administration — ^he  had  made  the  motion  in 
pursuance  of  what  he  deemed  his  duty  to  the  public.  In 
doing  so,  he  was  acting  as  the  individual  in  question 
would  himself  have  acfed,  under  similar  circumstances, 
were  he  now  a  member  of  this  House.  If  we  are  to  pay 
that  individual  for  the  public  services  which  it  is  said  he 
has  performed,  let  us  do  so  directly,  not  indirectly — ^not 
pav  him  for  those  services,  by  giving  him  a  salary  for  an 
office  which  he  fills  but  in  name.  These  principles  I 
learned,  said  Mr.  8.,  from  that  gentleman  himself,  in  here 
listening  to  him  with  delight,  while  denouncing  the 
abuses  of  other  administrations  in  misapplying  the  public 
money. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  that  when  at  the  moment  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  last  evening,  as  he  understood, 
the  motion  had  been  submitted,  he  was  not  in  his  place, 
to  take  the  notice  of  it  which  was  due  from  him,  m  the 
relation  in  which  he  was  placed  to  the  discussion  of  topics 
of  this  character  here.  He  had  but  a  few  words  to  offer 
in  resistance  of  it  now.  It  proposed  to  take  from  the 
appropriation  the  provision  for  the  mission  to  Russia.  If 
this  were  done,  not  the  professed  object  only,  the  recall 
of  the  present  minister  to  that  court,  but  an  effect  much 
beyond  it  would  be  produced — ^the  interdiction  of  any 
misnon  there  at  all.  If  there  was  to  be  no  appropriation, 
no  minister  could  be  maintained — one  more  acceptable  no 
more  than  the  present.  The  operation  then  of  the  motion, 
if  it  could  succeed,  would  be  to  suspend  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  that  Power — the  greatest  in  the  world — ^the 
Power  with  which  our  relations  of  amity  had  been  the 
bast  interrupted,  and  the  closest — ^to  which,  in  great  and 
rital  collisions  which  might  await  us,  we  must  look,  if  any 
where,  for  consentaneous  policy  and  effective  support. 
In  tiiis  view  of  the  subject,  he  should  submit  the  ^motion 
to  the  decision  of  the  House. 

There  were  purposes,  however,  Mr.  A.  said,  covered 
by  the  motion,  which  would  induce  him  to  trouble  the 
House  with  a  few  observations.  The  gentleman  aimed  at 
by  the  motion,  was  from  his  own  State — distinguished  by 
a  large  share  of  its  esteem;  and  some  degree  of  sensibility 
might  be  supposed  to  be  awakened  by  the  attacks  upon 
him,  and  on  the  Executive  for  his  appointment,  circulated 


Exception  had  been  taken  to  the  appointment  Witit 
what  propriety?  The  House  might  exert  a  restraining 
judgment,  through  the  incidental  operation  of  its  power  to 
deny  appropriations,  on  the  institution  of  missions.  But  in 
relation  to  the  persons  by  whom  they  were  to  be  filled,  or 
the  conduct  of  the  incumbents  in  their  discharge,  it  was 
not  the  province  of  the  House  to  exercise  jud^ent  and 
discretion,  but  of  the  Executive.  We  intruded  on  that 
discretion,  if  we  made  any  supposed  conduct  of  the  in* 
cumbents,  as  we  did  upon  decency,  if  we  made  news- 
paper fabrications  the  ground  of  our  proceeding  on  such 
subjects  here.     But  where  was  the  ground  for  imputation 


very  extensively,  and  now  disclosing  themselves  here,  founded  in  mistake.  .  Our  present  mission  to  St.  Ptt^r** 


nomination,  for  which  the  Executive  had  been  arraigned 
with  censure  so  widely  diffused  and  unsparing,  the  per- 
son receiving  it — who  was  he?  How  many  filled  so  large 
a  space  of  reputation  ?  Who  was  there  remaining  on  the 
public  theatre,  who  had  filled  so  long  and  unbroken  .a 
space  of  public  service — a  career  of  active,  and  sedulous, 
and  brilliant  exertion,  extending  beyond  the  period  of 
thirty  years?  His  talents — where  was  any  to  he  found 
superior,  .ripened  in  this  long  period  of  service,  to  the 
fullness,  yet  not  beyond  it,  of  the  most  fi-uitful  maturity^ 
His  political  attainments,  they  were  not  inferior  to  his 
talents.  This  was  the  nomination  which  had  broug^ht 
vehement  vituperation  on  the  Executive,  as  an  extras- 
gant  abuse  of  its  discretion  of  appointments. 

But  consder  the  matter  in  another  view.  A  tried 
public  servant,  who,  in  a  most  active  career  of  thirtv 
years,  has  never  sought  official  appointment,  (as  he  did 
not  this,  which  he  has  now  received,)  nor  otlier  reward, 
than  the  favor  of  his  immediate  constituents,  and  public 
esteem,  retires,  with  health  in  some  degree  impaired,  but 
his  faculties  and  capacity  of  usefulness  unbroken,  h 
it  matter  of  just  imputation  on  an  Executive,  which  bb 
exertions  contributed  to  bring  into  the  public  seryice-- 
representing  a  great  political  division  in  the  nation  of 
which  he  has  been  an  eminent  ornament — ^wholly  unsoli- 
cited—when he  liad  left  the  «tuation  which  might  bring 
the  motive  of  this  proceeding  into  question — that  it  has 
been  desirous  to  extend  to  a  public  servant,  so  circum- 
stanced, an  acknowledgment  of  merit — a  mark  of  regard 
— ^a  recall  to  renewed  exertion  of  his  abilities?  Hadnot, 
Mr.  A.  would  not  say  the  individual,  but  the  country,  a 
right  to  expect  this* 

The  complaint  disclosed  by  the  present  motion,  how- 
ever, was  not  directly  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, but  his  absence  at  the  present  moment  from  the 
scene  of  his  duties.  The  first  suggestion  in  the  party 
vituperation  which  had  prevailed,  was — ^that  he  had 
assumed  tliis  privilege  of  absenting  himself,  unpermitted. 
This  suggestion  had  been  repelled  by  the  message  of  the 
President,  which  had  been,  read  by  tiic  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  CAnsox.]  The  exercise  of  a  dis- 
cretion in  this  respect  had  been  accorded  to  the  minister. 
On  what  grounds?  His  health,  though  better  at  the  time 
of  his  acceptance  of  this  mission,  tiian  for  a  considerable 
period,  had  been  impaired.  With  a  feeble  constitution, 
and  such  a  state  of  health,  he  distrusted  the  extreme  ngor 
of  the  climate  of  Russia.  Permission  had,  in  this  view, 
been  accorded  to  him,  in  the  event  of  his  health  fading, 
to  remove  to  a  more  favorable  climate.  In  the  actual 
occurrence  of  the  contingency,  he  had  availed  himself  ot 
the  permission,  with  the  purpose  of  returning  to  his  situ- 
ation with  the  removal  of  tlie  cause  of  his  departure. 

It  had  been  conceived,  Mr.  A.  was  aware,  in  not  an 
entire  consistency  with  the  present  charge  of  Mr.  B*"' 
dolph's  undue  absence  from  this  sphere  of  his  duties,  that 
he  had,  in  truth,  no  duties  to  discliarge,  and  that  it  *« 
for  this  reason  that  the  appointment  had  been  conferi"ed 
on  him.  Mr.  A.  could  assure  the  House,  if  they  would 
accept  his  voucher  for  the  fact,  that  this  conception  was 
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burg*  was  charged  with  duties  of  no  unimportant  charac- 
ter. It  was  due/  however,  to  candor  to  say,  that,  how- 
ever it  was  desirable  to  proceed  in  every  business  with 
despatch,  the  affairs  were  not  of  a  nature  to  suffer  detri- 
ment from  a  transient  delay  of  prosecution,  such  as  might 
be  expected  to  be  constituted  by  the  present  absence  of 
the  minister. 

An  erroneous  impression,  Mr.  A.  believed,  had  been 
taken  up,  that  the  departure  of  Mr.  Randolph  from  St. 
Petersburg  had  given  occasion  of  dissatisfaction  to  that 
court.  Mr.  A.  had  seen  the  correspondence  ensuing  the 
annunciation  to  the  Russian  Government  of  bis  intention 
to  be  temporarily  absent,  and  its  grounds.  The  annun- 
ciation had  been  received  in  the  best  temper,  and  re- 
sponded to  in  a  spirit  of  the  utmost  courtesy  and  polite- 
ness. But,  whatever  might  be  the  character  of  the  absence 
of  the  minister  at  St.  Petersburg  from  liis  station,  it  fur- 
nished no  colorable  support,  Mr.  A.  maintained,  to  the 
present  motion.  It  did  not  belong  to  the  House  to  super- 
vise, in  this  mode,  the  demeanor  of  our  diplomatic  func- 
tionaries. This  was  the  uncontested  function  of  the 
Kxecutive.  Were  the  intentions  on  this  function  war- 
ranted, could  any  man  conceive  tlie  present  a  proper  case 
for  it,  and  tlie  ground  alleged  adequate^  And,  in  the 
worst  view,  were  we  to  suspend  diplomatic  relations  with 
Rusoa,  because  wc  were  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  the  functionary  who  had  been  deputed  there  ^ 
For  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of  the  denial  of  the  en- 
tire appropriation,  no  one  could  contest.  If  we  did  not 
like  the  minister  the  Executive  had  selected,  were  we 
therefore  to  determine  we  would  have  no  minister,  which 
we  could  not  have  if  we  made  no  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  minister^  This  was  the  simple  question  to  be 
decided  in  the  vote  on  the  motion.  It  was  a  false  infer- 
ence, that,  because  we  had  competence  to  determine  the 
continuance  of  a  mission,  we  were  invested  with  the  same 
competence  to  determine  the  propriety  of  continuing  a 
minister;  or  if  we  were  invested  with  it,  that  we  should 
exercise  such  a  competence  on  grounds  that  were  inade- 
quate, and  in  a  form  that  would  derogate  from  the  dignity 
of  the  House. 

These,  Mr.  A.  said,  were  the  explanatory  observations 
he  had  to  offer  on  the  motion,  and  the  grounds  of  it.  The 
House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  he 
had  been  guilty  of  no  deviation  from  the  proper  tone  of 
explanation,  nor  indulged,  in  any  degree,  that  spirit  of 
acrimony  which  had  come  to  pervade  all  political  discus- 
sions among  us,  and  had  especially  infused  its  venom  into 
the  subject  of  tliis.  He  should  stand  without  excuse,  if 
he  exhibited  participation  in  a  spirit  which,  from  whatever 
source  it  sprang,  or  to  whatever  objects  it  was  directed, 
he  was  one  of  the  loudest  to  condemn. 

Mr.  MALLARY  stated  that  there  were  some  great  con- 
siderations connected  with  this  question,  which  demanded 
notice.  He  was  not  disposed  to  speak  of  the  gentleman 
who  holds  the  appointment  of  minister  to  Russia,  as  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  He  thought  there  were  higher 
considerations  to  be  viewed.  We  well  knew  the  influence 
which  the  Autocrat  exercises.  He  puts  his  foot  on  the 
neclc  of  nine-tenths  of  the  physical  power  of  Europe:  his 
thumb  is  on  Kamschatka,  his  little  finger  touches  the  Al- 
eutian islands;  it  is  well  known,  also,  that  he  feels,  or  pre- 
tends to  feel,  great  friendship  for  the  United  States.  It 
is  our  duty  to  cultivate  this  feeling.  We  know  our  situa- 
tion is  dehcate,  as  regards  the  European  Powers.  M'hat 
is  to  be  done^  How  are  we  to  improve  our  condition? 
Not  by  confiding  our  affairs  to  persons  who  have  no  higher 
qualifications  than  that  they  are  geivtlemen  of  Virginia. 
W'e  want  somebody  at  tiie  court  of  Russia  to  hold  inter- 
course with  the  Autocrat — to  meet  him  face  to  face,  not 
on  bended  knee — to  be  there  on  the  spot,  and  honestly 
to  communicate  our  honest  wishes.  We  do  not  wish  a 
minister  who  i*)  to  be  continually  an  absentee.  He  intended 


no  disrespectful  reflection  on  the  gentleman,  but  we  want 
a  man  who  can  talk  to  the  Autocrat,  in  reference  to  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries.  Such  a  one  do  we 
want  at  the  court  of  Russia.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia tells  us  that  Mr.  Randolph  has  done  great  services 
to  the  country,  that  he  is  distinguished  for  his  talents,  and 
so  forth.  Well,  let  that  pass.  But  it  was  not  merely  be- 
cause a  person  had  figured  well  on  the  floor  of  Cong^ss, 
that  he  is  to  be  selected  as  a  minister.  We  want  a  man 
j^ho  can  do  the  business  of  the  country — who  can  present 
himself  before  the  Emperor,  and  tell  him  what  we  deem 
to  be  the  suitable  relations  between  us.  Is  it  merely  be- 
cause Mr.  Randolph  has,  in  a  certain  fashion,  distinguished 
himself  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  that  he  has  been  selected 
as  a  minister?  He  [Mr.  M.]  believed,  that  he  understood 
the  character  of  Mr.  Randolph  as  well  as  any  man,  and 
valued  his  talents  about  as  high  as  any  one;  but  here  is  a 
plain  matter  of  business;  and  we  want  a  man  who  will  be 
on  the  spot,  and  stand  by  our  interests.  He  understood 
that  the  gentleman  was  in  delicate  health,  and  could  not 
stand  the  rough  winter  of  a  Muscovite  climate.  Well,  we 
want  some  one  who  can;  and  not  a  minister  who  is  obliged 
to  retreat  from  the  inclemency  of  a  Russian  atmosphere, 
to  the  more  cone^enial  climate  of  France,  and  to  leave  the 
interests  which  have  been  entrusted  to  him  in  the  hands 
of  a  secretary.  Something  to  this  effect  had  been  stated 
to  us  in  the  newspapers,  as  well  as  in  the  message.  Mr. 
M.  then  referred  to  the  clamor  which  was  raised  when 
Mr.  Rufus  King  was  sent  to  England  by  the  late  adminis- 
tration, because  his  state  of  health  was  such  as  to  render 
it  impossible  for  him  to  remain;  yet  we  are  now  called  on 
to  vote  a  salary  for  a  minister  who  has  merely  made  his 
bow  at  court,  and  staid  ten  days,  and  then  lefl  the  busi- 
ness of  his  misnon  to  a  secretary;  and  we  are  told  that  the 
purposes  of  his  mission  were  successfully  fulfilled  while 
he  remained  there  I  If  kll  which  is  required  to  be  done, 
can  be  as  well  done  by  the  secretary  as  by  the  minister, 
let  the  minister  remain  in  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  let  him  do  all  by  correspondence  with 
the  secretary  at  St.  Petersburg.  Let  the  plenipo  stay 
here,  and  communicate  with  his  secretary  there.  No 
doubt,  if  the  Emperor  can  have  his  objects  accomplished, 
he  will  be  satisfied  with  the  minister  we  have  sent  him; 
but  we  want  one  who  will  remain  on  the  spot.  If  (he  re- 
peated) a  secretary  be  sufficient  to  transact  the  business, 
let  the  plenipotentiary  rejnain  at  home,  and  the  secretary 
reside  at  the  court  of  Russia. 

Mr.  SURGES  said,  the  present  is,  I  believe,  no  unusual 
discussion.  In  the  short  term  of  my  service  in  tliis  hall, 
I  have  Witnessed  sitting  after  sitlling  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where  the 
quantum  of  salary,  compared  with  the  service  of  foreign 
ministers,  was  the  subject  of  most  stirring  debate.  When 
has  the  competency  of  this  House  to  move  such  debate 
been  questioned?  Never,  until  the  present  sitting  of  this 
committee.  If  I  am  mistaken,  I  ask  the  chairman  of  tl\fi 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  tell  me  when  that 
question  was  made  by  the  friends  ofthe  last  administration. 
The  question  is  put  to  him,  because  of  his  proximity  to 
the  Executive  Department,  and  because,  if  he  will  not 
give  it  a  candid  answer,  such  answer  can  be  expected 
from  no  gentleman  in  this  hall. 

What  call,  then,  can,  by  any  usage,  be  at  this  time 
made  on  this  branch  ofthe  Government,  to  throw  itself  at 
the  very  foot  of  Executive  subserviency?  Do  the  people 
expect  this  from  us?  They  have  placed  the  national  funds 
at  our  control,  but  with  a  full  confidence  in  our  fidelity 
and  diligence,  and  under  no  fear  that  we  should  unlock 
the  treasury,  unless  p.ramoiint  public  interest  call  upon 
us  to  turn  the  key.  We  cannot  do  this  merely  because 
required  to  do  it  by  cabinet  ministers,  or  by  tlie  Execu- 
tive under  their  advisement.  This  House  has  ever  claimed 
and  exercised  the  right  to  deliberate,  to  debate,  and, 
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under  a  sound  discretion  of  its  own,  to  deckle  and  deter- 
mine all  clajms  for  appropriation,  by  whomsoever,  or  for 
whatsoever  purpose  they  may  have  been  made.  If  mis- 
sions of  minor  importance  were,  in  years  past,  questioned, 
under  the  vigiLince  of  a  spirit  of  retrenchment,  without 
a  fellow  in  former  times,  may  we  not  now — although  that 
spirit  has  been  touched,  and  put  to  sleep  by  the  caduceus 
of  the  State  Department — muy  we  not  call  to  our  aid  so 
much  of  the  sober  watchfulness  of  the  best  days  of  our 
republic  as  may  enable  us,  with  due  diligence,  to  examine 
such  a  question  of  Appropriation  as  this  item  of  this  bill 
has  brought  before  us?  It  relates  to  no  mission  to  an 
infant  nation,  or  some  inconsiderable  State,  but  to  our 
long  established  legation  to  a  court  among  the  most  illus- 
trious of  Europe,  and  involving  relations  pre-eminently 
interesting  to  our  country.  Innovations  relative  to  this 
distinguished  mission  do,  above  many  others,  place  our 
national  interests  In  jeopardy.  Our  relations  witii  Russia 
have  hitherto  been  cherished  and  sustained  by  a  minister 
plenipotentiary  residing  near  that  court — at  that  court,  in 
the  royal  city  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  within  tljc  political 
and  social  circle  of  the  Emperor  himself,  the  high  digni- 
taries of  his  Government,  and  the  diplomatic  envoys  of  all 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and  many  of  those  of  Asia. 

What,  then,  is  the  question  before  the  committee,  under 
this  item  of  appropriation?  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Stanbeut]  has  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  the 
nine  thousand  dollars  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for 
payment  of  the  current  year's  salary  to  the  gentleman 
said  to  have  been  despatched  as  minister  to  Russia.  He 
has  ably,  though  briefly,  sustained  his  motion.  I  trust  the 
committee  will  indulge  me  in  a  few  remarks  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question. 

The  item  itself  bears  no  mark  distinguishing  it  from 
others  of  tlie  same  kind,  or  giving  us  any  warrant  for 
rejecting  this  while  those  are  allowed.  AVe  roust  look  to 
other  documents  for  information  concerning  this  mission, 
and  our  obligations  to  furnish  the  money  for  supporting 
this  minister  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg.  The  paper 
which  I  now  take  from  the  desk  before  me,  contains- tJmt 
information.  It  purports  to  be  the  annual  message  from 
the  President  of  tlie  United  States  to  Congress  at  the  pre- 
sent session.  It  certainly  bears  his  signature,  and  was 
sent  to  this  House  by  tliat  high  dignitary.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  facts,  the  document  must  be  received  and  con- 
siacred  entirely  as  the  production  of  cabinet  ministers. 
No  literary  gentleman  in  this  hall — I  mean  no  member 
of  this  House^who  reads  and  examines  tliis  communica- 
tion, made  to  us  so  much  at  length,  could,  I  think,  say, 
without  hazard  of  their  reputation,  that  he  believes  one 
sentence  of  it  was  composed  by  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man whose  name  is  placed  at  the  end  of  it.  This,  sir,  is 
not  said  for  any  purpose  of  derogation  from  tlie  eminent 
oflicial  chai-icter  of  our  First  Magistrate,  but  for  a  very 
different — a  much  more  important  purpose.  Are  gentle- 
men aware  of  the  extent  of  our  importation  of  European 
politics?  Have  we  not  brought  hpme,  and  put  into  use, 
the  high  tory  maxim  of  their  monarchies,  that  the  King 
can  do  no  wrong?  Was  there  ever  a  time  in  our  country 
when  the  friends  of  any  administration,  other  than  the  pre- 
sent, believed  and  practised  this  article  of  political  faith 
with  more  unscrupulous  devotion  ?  The  cabinet  ministers 
of  our  Executive  have  taken  artful  counsel  from  this  fact. 
As  European  minister^,  being  answci*able  with  their  heads 
for  what  tlie  King,  their  master,  may,  from  the  throne, 
communicate  to  his  Lords  and  Commons,  will  not  suffer 
any  speech,  but  of  their  own  contriving,  to  be  thus  com- 
municated; so,  the  adroit  ministers  of  our  cabinet,  taking 
shelter  under  the  Executive  subserviency  of  the  times, 
have  not  only  put  upon  the  nation  this  message,  but  tlie 
Presiden*.,  a  man  who,  if  he  moved  at  all,  always  marched 
straightforward  to  liis  object,  they  liave  betrayed  into  the 
crooked  counsels  which  may,  by  diligent  examinution,  be 


found  in  this-  message,  sent  to  Cong^ress  by  them,  while 
they  lie  sheltered  imder  the  imposing  name  of  the  first 
dignitary  of  the  nation.  If  the  King  can  do  no  wrong, 
thank  God  ministers  may,  even  in  tliese  times,  be  made 
accountable  for  the  counsels  which  tliey  have  given  him. 
**The  right  divine  in  man"  to  rule,  **the  enormous  faith 
of  many  made  for  one,"  comprehends  in  its  creed  no  per- 
manent provision  for  any  crafty  sycophant  to  skulk  and 
screen  himself  behind  the  throne,  and  play  the  little  tyrant 
with  security. 

That  part  of  this  message,  from  which  we  learn  the 
character  of  this  mission  to  Russia,  is  all  of  it  which  now 
it  concerns  us  to  examine.  Our  foreign  relations  are  a 
brai>ch  of  the  Department  of  State;  and  this  nussion  waa 
contrived,  and  the  account  of  it  contained  in  the  messag^e, 
has  been  given  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of  that  Department 
The  genUeman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  CAnsoK]  has 
read  this  account  for  one  purpose — suffer  me  to  read  it 
for  another. 

'<  Our  relations  with  Russia  are  of  the  most  stable  cha- 
racter. Respect  for  that  empire,  and  confidence  in  its 
friendship  tow.irds  the  United  States,  have  been  so  long 
entertained  on  our  part,  and  so  carefully  cherished  by  the 

{)resent  Emperor  and  his  illustrious  predecessor,  as  to 
lave  become  incorporated  with  tlie  public  sentiment  of  tlie 
United  States." 

"I  sincerely  regret  to  inform  you  tliat  our  minister  late- 
ly commissioned  to  that  court,  on  whose  distinguislitd 
talents  and  great  experience  in  public  affairs  I  place  great 
reliance,  has  been  compelled  by  extreme  indisposition  to 
exercise  a  privilege  which,  in  consideration  of  the  extent 
to  which  Ills  constitution  had  been  impaired  in  the  public 
-Service,  was  committed  to  his  discretion,  bf  leaving  tem- 
porarily his  post  for  the  advantage  of  a  more  genial  cli- 
mate. 

*•  1  have  received  the  most  satisfactory  assurance  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  public  interests  in  that  quarter  will 
be  preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the  intercourse  which  he 
will  continue,  through  the  secretary  of  legation,  with 
the  Russian  cabinet." 

Am  I  not  correct  in  saying  that  this  fabric  was  wrought 
in  the  Department  of  State  ?  Who  but  Mr.  Secretaiy  Van 
Buren  would  have  devised  such  a  mission,  or  selected 
such  a  man  to  fill  it,  or  caused  such  a  printed  paper  to  be 
sent  to  this  House?  We  are  told  by  it  tliat  our  long  esta- 
blished legation  to  Russia  has  been  totally  changed;  and 
that,  in  place  of  a  permanently  resident  minister  at  that 
court,  reg^dless  of  the  public  service,  a  mission  has  been 
invented  to  suit  the  talents,  tlie  health,  habits,  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  distinguished  individual  for  whom  it  wa^'  <^'^'- 
signed!  By  the  very  terms  of  this  mii>sion,  Uiis  individual 
is  required  to  repair  to  Russia,  but  is  authorized  to  leave 
that  court,  and  that  empire,  whenever  his  health  (and  of 
that  he  alone  is  the  judge)  may  require  it.  Who  but  the 
Machiavelian  politician  at  the  head  of  the  State  Dcpirt- 
ment  would  liave  advised  the  President  to  such  a  nussion, 
or  dared  to  place  on  a  document,  prepared  to  be  sent  to 
this  House,  such  a  statement  of  its  commencement,  pro- 
gress, and  preSent  condition^  In  what  part  of  tlie  con- 
stitution, or  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  usa^^ts 
of  this  Government,  does  he  find  any  tiling  in  support  of 
the  measure?  It  will  not  be  hazarding  very  much  to  say 
that  the  House  was  never  before  this  time  called  upon  to 
pay  such  a  salary  for  such  services. 

This  distinguished  minister  to  Russia  is  John  Randolob- 
How  docs  he  understand  the  terms  on  which  he  agreed 
to  embark  on  this  mission^  The  course  of  conduct  pur- 
sued by  him  since  his  departure  muy  give  us  some  know- 
ledge on  this  point.  Wc  arc  left  in  nearly  utter  darkness 
by  the  Department  of  State  concerning  all  the  movcmeuts 
of  this  minister:  for  the  message  merely  tells  us  that  he 
has  already  taken  benefit  under  the  sinecure  clause  in  !»» 
charter  of  legation.     He  has  lefl  the  court  of  our  ilhistri- 
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ous  friend  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias;  but  when,  or 
for  what  other  region }  Here  the  Secretary  is  cautiously 
silent.  The  chairman  of  tlie  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations has  been  equally  so.  Can  any  gentleman  of  this 
committee  either  indoctrinate  us  into  this  g^at  mystery 
of  State,  or  give  us  the  light  of  a  single  fiict  concerning 
the  voyages  and  travels  ofthis  minister  of  ours,  and  let  us 
know  whether  he  is  now  moving  or  stationary }  Where  is 
John  Randolph'  Where  is  our  ambassador,  for  whose 
public  services  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  calling  upon  us  to  pro- 
vide a  salary?  We  are  told  that  he  is  noi  where  he  was 
sent;  and  that  he  had  permission  to  go  thence  when  and 
whither  he  might  choose;  but  whether  he  is,  in  pursuit  of 
health,  now  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  Naples,  or,  for  a 
like  purpose,  traversing  •*  the  fog- wrapt  island  of  Bri- 
tvn,"  we  are  lefl  to  learn  from  the  same  authentic  docu- 
ments from  which  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreigii  Relations  seems  to  have  taken  advice — rumor  and 
the  public  papers.  These  have  ••talked  of  his  where- 
abouts;" und,  tliough,  without  giving  daily  bulletins  of 
his  health,  habits,  or  motions;  yet  their  right  to  speak, 
and  our  right  to  hear,  cannot  be  questioned,  when  those 
who  know  and  could  tell  us  the  whole  truth,  persevere  in 
a  safe  and  cautious  silence. 

If  we  are  left  by  the  Secretary  without  knowledge  of 
his  movements  or  localities,  we  arc  equally  uninstructed 
by  him  concerning  the  health  of  this  ambassador.     We 
are  merely  told  that  he  has  ah'eady  availed  himself  of  his 
riglit,  by  the  terms  of  his  commission,  to  abandon  the 
publiq  service.     In  what  state  of  health  was  he  then,  is 
he  now,  or  probably  will  he  be,  at  any  future  time  ?  For, 
Ifg^slatin^  on  this  subject,  in  what  a  luminous  condition 
this  prescient  Secretary  has  placed  this  House!    We  have 
an  equally  distinct  view  of  the  past,  the  present,  and  the 
fiiture.      Does  any  gentleman  of  this  committee  possess 
the  power  to  tell  us  whether  John  Randolph  might  now, 
or  ever  can  be  required,  by  the  terms  of  his  legation,  to 
return  to  the  court  of  Russia?    Is  not  this  salary  intended 
to  be  given  to  him  for  the  disting^iished  services  already 
rendered  at  that  court?    If  his  health  continue  to  require 
it,  he  has,  we  are  told,  the  right  to  choose  his  place  of 
residence.     What  are,  what  have  been,  his  own  opinions, 
concerning  that  health?    You  have  all  seen  him  walk  into 
this  House,  and  out  of  it,  and  must  know  his  own  opinions 
concerning  his  own  health.     We  have  often  heard  him 
pronounce  his  chronic  complaint  "  a  churchyard  cough.'* 
In  winter,  *•  he  should  not  live  over  com  planting;"  in 
seed  time,  "he  should  die  before  harvest."     He  has  for 
years  been  travelling  from  New  York  to  I^iverpool,  from 
England  to  France,  from  America  to  Europe,  and  from 
Europe  to  America,  in  pursuit  of  health.     Has  he  not, 
from  all  this,  learned  that  neither  time  nor  travel  can  bring 
back  to  age  the  bloom  of  youth,  nor  to  infirmity  the  vigx)r 
of  health?    Were  he,  at  this  moment,  to  walk  into  this 
hall,  wrapped  from  the  floor  to  the  eyes  in  flannel  and 
feaniougnt,  what  would  he  tell  you,  sir,  concerning  his 
healtti?     What  of  his  intended  residence  in  Russia?   No, 
5ir,  if  he  be  the  judge — (and  who  but  he  can  be  the  judge 
of  his  own  health?)  htf  will  never  again  return   to  the 
court  of  the  Czar.     We  are,  therefore,  directed  and  re- 
quired,   by  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  appropriate  this 
item  of  ^9,000,  for  the  salary  of  a  public  minister,  who 
has  been  in  the  public  service,  at  the  place  of  his  destined 
residence,  not  much  more  than  a  like  number  of  days. 
He  arrived  at  St.  Petersburg,  was  presented  to  the  Em- 
peror, made  his  bow,  or  gfenuflexion,  retired,  and  went  to 
—  England?  France*  Italy?  or  where?  No  mortal  man,  on 
this  side  the  Atlantic,  can  inform  us. 

Daring  this  nine  days'  residence',  what  services  did  he 
render  to  the  American  people?  The  Secretary  is  satis- 
fied; and  we  surely  ought  not  to  be  anxious  about  this 
great  affair.  We  are  told  it  is  a  matter  exclusively  within 
the  competency  of  the  Executive;  and,  therefore,  it  is,  1 


presume,  considered,  tliat  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple have  no  other  vocation  but  to  vote  the  promised  and 
required  compensation.  He  certainly  succeeded,  even  in 
that  short  time,  in  -rendering  himself  very  distinguished 
at  the  court  of  Russia;  and,  therefore,  it  may  be  said,  in 
giving  equal  celebrity  to  his  country.  Me  certainly  gave 
voice  to  every  tongue  of  rumor  m  both  hemispheres. 
His  mission  will  hereafter  be  regarded  as  an  era  in  oui* 
foreign  relations;  and  the  residence  of  Randolph  at  the 
court  of  Russia  will  long  be  talked  of  as  a  phenomenon  in 
diplomacy.  For  this  we  must  give  him  the  9,000  dollars 
demanded  by  the  Secretary.  "* 

What  could  such  a  man  do  for  his  country  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  foreign  minister?  Just  what  he  has  dtfne: 
which  was  very  much  like  what  each  man  in  the  nation  of 
all  parties,  who  knew  him,  must  have  expected  he  would 
do.  Genius  he  certainly  has;  for  he  is  original,  and  unlike 
all  other  men.  If  you  please,  he  is  eloquent;  but  if  so, 
that  eloquence  is,  like  himself,  sui  generts.  These  have 
enabled  him  to  perform  what  he  has  done;  could  tliey 
qualify  him  for  the  services  of  a  great  diplomatic  minis- 
ter? Do  not  these  require  sound  judgment,  deep,  exten- 
sive, and  regular  thinking;  laborious  perseverance  in 
business;  and,  above  all,  prudence,  and  vigplant  circumspec- 
tion? In  his  thirty  years'  public  service,  where  are  the 
monun^ents  of  his  political  M'isdom,  and  labors  of  patriot- 
ism? They  are  all  of  a  piece;  of  one  uniform  character, 
and  this  Russian  residence  will  neither  give  the  blush  or 
the  palm  to  any  other  public  transaction  of  this  remarkable 
man  throughout  his  political  life. 

With  a  perfect  knowledge  of  this  man,  the  Secretary 
of  State  could  not  have  contrived  this  legation,  so  dif- 
ferent from  all  othei-s,  with  any  view  to  the  public  service. 
This  man  was  sent  out  not  to  benefit  the  people  abroad, 
but  to  relieve  the  administration  at  home.  The  crafty 
Secretary  had  witnessed  the  political  movements  of  this 
eccentric  man.  He  feared  the  comet  might  return  again, 
and  visit  his  poUtical  hemisphere.  He  had  seen  it  blaze 
in  perihelium —  •     , 

**  With  frar  of  ciiaiig^  pcrplcking  men  in  power.^* 
Was  it  not  prudent  to  remove  this  star  of  malign  influence 
to  another  sky?  It  has  been  done;  and  the  nation  must 
pay,  not  for  a  mission  made  for  the  advancement  of  their 
interests,  but  made  to  secure  the  political  power  of  the 
Secretary, 

Wc  have  been  told  that  our  relations  with  Russia  are 
of  high  and  important  interest;  and,  therefore,  we  cannot 
dispense  with  tliis  appropriation,  because,  if  we  refuse 
this  salary,  we  shall  defeat  the  mission.  Should  this  mis- 
sion, by  which  no  public  benefit  was  intended,  and  from 
which  none  can  be  hoped,  be  recalled,  it  may  be  replaced 
by  one  of  bettel*  purpose,  and  efficient  character.  It  is 
an  obstruction  in  the  **  straightforward"  path  of  our  re- 
lations with  Russia,  and  we  are  laboring  to  abate,  or  to 
remove  it  out  of  the  way. 

Our  relations  with  that  Government  are  truly  important. 
That  empire  is  perhaps  the  most  numerous  in  population, 
and  certainly  the  most  extensive  in  territory,  of  any  Power 
on  the  globe.  No  nation  of  the  old  world,  otherwise  than 
by  colonies,  approaches  so  near  to  us.  This  people  is  ad- 
vancing in  civilization,  wealth,  and  power,  beyond  any 
example  in  its  former  history.  In  the  last  controversy  of 
arms  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  empire,  had  not 
other  Powers  of  Europe  interposed  a  shielding  hand,  the 
moslem,  after  a  dominion  of  more  than  four  centuries  in 
the  fairest  pai*t  of  Europe,  had  been  driven  beyond  the 
Bosphorus;  and  the  Autocrat  of  Russia  would  have  as- 
cended the  throne  of  Constantine.  At  all  times,  our 
relations  with  such  a  Power  must  be  important  to  the 
American  people.  Are  those  relations  taken  care  of  now, 
as  heretofore  they  have  been,  and  as  now  especially  they 
ought  to  be  ? 

Yes,  sir,  I  say  as  now  they  should  be.     For  now  Europe 
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is  convulsed,  and  ag^itated  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the 
Baltic.  The  flame  of  war  is  but  just  repressed.  Troops 
are  called  into  the  field,  in  almost  every  nation;  and  Rus- 
sia, in  a  kind  of  winter  campaign,  has  sent  out  200,000 
soldiers  to  her  southwestern  frontier,  to  look  out  on  the 
old  battle  fields  of  Belgium  and  France.  In  this  condition 
of  Europe,  do  we  not  require  an  able,  a  diligent,  a 
resident  minister  at  Russia?  Withhold  this  appropria- 
tion, abolish  this  sinecure  legation,  and  this  may  be  ef- 
fected. 

One  other  fact  in  the  history  of  our  diplomacv  renders 
the  residence  of  a  skilful,  faithful  minister  at  thajt  court, 
at  this  time,  above  all  Qthers,  indispensable.  We  learn 
from  the  Depai*tment  of  State,  through  the  same  medium, 
this  message,  that, a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  has 
been  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and  tlie  Sub- 
lime Porte.  The  Secretary,  with  great  candor,  told  us 
what  this  Turk  had  agreed  to  do  for  the  christian,  but 
he,  with  great  caution,  concealed  what  the  christian  had 
agreed  to  do  for  the  Turk.  This  gentleman  is  as  well 
persuaded  as  the  French  monarch  was,  that  '*he  who 
knows  not  bow  to  dissemble,  knows  not  how  to  rule.*' 
Rumor  has  run  clean  counter  to  Mr.  Van  Buren;  for 
though  she  oflen  tells  more  than  the  truth,  she  never 
tells  less.  What  have  we  learned  from  this  witness?  Why 
truly  that  a  secret  ai-ticlc  is  contained  in  this  treaty;  and 
this  fact  was,  I  believe,  published  in  the  newspapers  be- 
fore we  received  the  message.  It  is  sud — it  is  believed, 
that  by  this  article  the  American  people  ag^ee  to  furnish 
armed  ships  to  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  in  his  future  wars 
with  christian  nations.  Do  you  believe,  sir,  that  our 
envoy  had  left  Constantinople  before  the  Russian  minister 
at  the  port  knew  this  fact?  The  very  drogoman,  by  whom 
your  Mr.  Rhind  talked  with  Reia  EfFendi,  would,  for  half 
a  plate  full  of  piastres,  have  told  the  whole  story  to  Count 
OrlofF;  and  sworn  he  was  doing  g^d  service  to  the  pro- 
phet, by  betraying  one  christian  dog  to  another.  Sir,  has 
niendship  for  the  Russian  empire  been  so  cherished  by 
the  present  sovereign,  and  his  illustrious  predecessor, 
that  It  has  become  a  sentiment  of  the  American  people? 
Is  not  this  secret  arlicle  a  diplomatic  fraud,  not  only  on 
that  friendship,  but,  which  it  quite  as  much  concerns  us 
to  consider,  upon  that  sovereign  who  has  so  generously 
cherished  it?  I  say  nothing  now  of  what  may  happen  if 
the  Turk  should  again  war  upon  the  Greek;  or  how  it 
may  comport  with  the  republican  principles  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  when  he  shall  call  on  this  House  to  fumibh 
siiips  to  that  despot,  thereby  aiding  him  in  bringing  that 
people  again  under  his  iron  yoke.  What  shall  we  say  to 
the  Emperor  of  Russia?  Who  shall  make  our  explanation, 
if  we  have  any  to  make?  It  is  probable  that  the  news  of 
this  treaty,  and  perhaps  a  copy  of  it,  reached  the  court 
of  St.  Pfcttrsburg  shortly  after  our  minister  left  that  city. 
The  shortness  of  his  residence  there;  the  suddenness  of 
his  departure;  the  intelligence  of  this  secret  article;  the 
intended  sojourn  of  that  minister,  periiaps  in  England — 
perhaps  in  France;  tlic  attitudes  of  the  nations  of  Europe, 
all  giving  dreadful  note  of  preparation  for  war,  must  have 
had  some  tendency  to  place  our  relations  with  Russia  on 
a  footing  not  the  most  firm  and  friendly.  Does  not  sound 
policy— does  not  national  good  sense,  call  on  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  have  an  able  minister  at  that  court,  and 
that,  loo,  right  speedily?  Have  we  one  there  now?  Under 
the  mission  for  which  tliis  appropriation  is  to  be  made, 
are  we  likely  soon,  or  ever,  I  do  not  say  to  have  such  a 
m(in  there,  but  to  have  there  any  minister  at  all? 

In  answer  to  all  these  anxious  forebodings,  we  are  told, 
that,  in  this  absence  of  the  minister,  the  secretary  of  lega- 
tion takes  very  special  and  satisfactory  care  of  our  rela- 
tions at  the  court  of  St.  Petersbui*g.  If  this  were  not  too 
ludicrous,  it  must  be  rcc».:ved  as  a  mere  mockery  of  the 
Amtr.can  people.  When  this  paragraph  came  from  under 
his  pen,  Mr.  Secretary  Van  Burcn'must,  if  he  had  placed 


there,  have  felt  something  on  his  face  different 
i  eternal  smile.   Who  is  this  secretary  of  legation? 


his  hand 
from  the 

The  protege  of  the  minister,  John  Randolph  Clay — ^a  l»d 
of  less,  or  certainly  not  more,  than  twenty-one  years  old; 
undistinguished  by  talents,  education,  or  employment; 
without  acquaintance  with  men,  or  things,  or  bunness; 
a  youth  to  whom  fame  has  not,  nor  have  his  friends,  at- 
tributed any  thing  extraordinary,  either  in  possession  or 
promise;  and  with  nothing  but  his  surname  to  recommend 
to  public  attention.  I  would  not,  I  cannot  speak  in  dero- 
gation of  this  youth;  and  all  I  would  say  is,  that  he  must 
be  utterly  unqualified  for  the  public  station  where  he  is 
placed.  The  service  requires  men;  the  nation  has  able 
men — Herculean  men.  Why  then  hazard  our  interests, 
perhaps  our  peace,  by  placing  the  weight  of  empires  on 
the  slender  shoulders  of  boyhood?  Let  us  strike  out  this 
appropriation,  that  this  sinecure,  this  state  mission,  may 
be  avoided;  that  the  minister  mav  return  to  his  **  consti- 
tuents,** the  Secretary  to  his  studies;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent may  send  a  legation  to  Russia  fit  for  the  public  service. 

As  it  will  not  be  contended  that  this  appropriation 
should  be  made,  because  the  gentleman,  who  may  take 
the  benefit  of  it,  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  so  naay  gfcntlemen 
be  assured  that  these  remarks  have  no  sectional  origin; 
and  I  utterly  disdtaim  any  and  all  adversary  feeling  to 
that  distinguished  commonwealth,  her  interests,  and  her 
citizens.  I  have  spoken  as  one  of  the  representatives  of 
tlie  American  people;  and  as  one  coming  from  a  part  of 
our  common  country  which  has  done  and  will  do  as 
much  for  the  illustrious  men  of  Virginia  as  any  other  part 
of  this  nation.  This  appropriation  is  opposed  because  it 
is  intended  to  support  a  mission  formed  lor  purposes  un- 
connected with  the  public  interests,  places  our  foreign 
relation  in  peril,  and  is  without  any  justification  in  law, 
usage,  or  constitutional  principle. 

Mr.  J.  S.  BARBOUR,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  would 
briefly  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr. 

BUROES.] 

Mr.  B.  «ud  he  felt  the  entire  force  of  the  duty  to  do  so, 
and  its  obligations  could  not  be  lightly  re^^arded.  In  a 
subject  for  grave  legislation,  involving  considerations  that 
deserved  to  be  well  weighed,  and  in  the  calmest  delibera^ 
tion,  it  might  be  hoped  that  faction  and  party  would  have 
paused  in  reflection.  This  hope  was  vain.  The  infusion 
of  party  malignity  had  already  embittered  and  discolored 
the  debate.  Will  gentlemen  allow  no  moment  o£  repose 
to  the  inflamed  and  angry  passions  of  political  warfare ' 
Is  discord  to  banish  harmonv  from  our  councils,  and  con- 
sign to  party  all  the  duties  that  belong  to,  and  are  involv- 
ed in,  the  name  of  country?  The  tendency  and  effect  of 
these  things  cannot  be  mistaken  or  disguised.  Obscure 
them  as  gentlemen  may  choose,  the  dnfi  and  intent  of 
discussions  like  this  cannot  be  mistaken.  The  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  has  kindled  his  sensibilities,  and  indulged 
in  those  malevolent  epithets  that  cloud  the  debate,  and  sur- 
render the  judgment  a  victim  to  feeling.  He  asserts  that 
Executive  influence  controls  the  action  of  the  House,  by 
declaiming  that  subserviency  to  Executive  will  is  far  be- 
yond all  past  extent  in  the  history  of  this  country.  Sir, 
if  this  be  the  dominant  vice  of  the  age,  it  carries  along- 
side of  it  a  countervailing  antidote.  The  present  times  are 
fruitful  of  unsparing  hostility  to  the  Executive.  But,  said 
Mr.  B.,  the  gentleman  is  entirely  at  fault.  His  assertion 
is  a  figment  of  the  fancy,  and  has  no  foundation  in  reality. 

If  there  be  any  thing  at  this  time  more  remarkable  than 
all  other  things,  it  is  the  utter  absence  of  Executive  influ- 
ence over  the  deliberations  of  this  House  as  well  as  the 
Senate.  I  think  that  I  perceive  and  could  trace  the  cau5e;s 
that  produce  this  state  of  things;  but  it  would  be  a  pro- 
fitless pursuit,  even  if  covered  with  the  fullest  success.  It 
is,  however,  a  fact,  as  singular  as  it  is  true,  that  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  holding  in  full  and  sure  posstsi- 
sion  a  larger  share  of  popular  anection  than  the  most  i.  f 
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his  predecessors^  finds  that  roost  of  his  prominent  recoro- 
mendjitions  to  Congress  have  been  neglected.  Invested  as 
he  IS  with  the  strongest  evidences  of  popular  regard,  all 
his  more  prominent  recommendations  have  perished  by 
inertton  or  rejection.  This  may  present  a  question  between 
the  constituent  body  and  their  agents»  of  which  I  mean  to 
give  no  opinion*  Those  to  whom  the  public  weal  has  been 
entrusted,  have,  doubtless,  acted  upon  their  own  views  of 
rig^t  and  wrong.  But  this  fact  alone  repels  the  ill-founded 
insinuation  of  subserviency  to  Executive  behests. 

It  has  likewise  been  intimated  from  the  same  quarter, 
with  a  grace  neither  becoming  nor  decorous,  thai  we  are 
called  on  to  vote  a  salary  to  the  American  minister  at  the 
court  of  St.  Petersburg,  because  he  is  a  Virginian.  Now, 
sir,  my  worthy  colleague,  who  sits  before  me,  [Mr.  A&- 
CHSB,]  used  no  language,  employed  no  expression,  that 
force  and  ingenuity  united  could  torture  into  such  meaning. 
Vindication  against  such  a  charge  is  entirely  unnecessary, 
as  it  regards  the  State  or  the  ambassador  in  question.  The 
character  of  that  ancient  commonwealth,  as  well  as 
that  of  her  distinguished  son,  constitute  an  impregnable 
fortress,  that  frowns  on  and  defies  the  assault — a -cha- 
racter that  is  not  the  fruit  of  a  summer's  day,  but  has  been 
dearly  earned,  in  an  age  crowded  with  events  that  are 
at  the  same  time  appalling,  and  sacred  to  the  best  and 
highest  interests  of  numanity.  When  my  colleague  ad- 
verted to  the  genius  and  services  of  Mr.  Randolph,  he 
remarked  that  Virginia  had  illustrated  the  distinction  of 
her  partialities  in  that  uncommon  confidence  which  was 
reposed  in  his  virtties  and  his  talents.  And  this  is  all 
he  said  relating  to  Virginia.  I  will  take  leave,  too,  to  say, 
that  sttcli  confidence,  so  dearly  earned,  so  fully  possessed, 
and  80  merited,  <<  is  praise  enough  to  fill  tlie  ambition  of  a 
common  man;"  ay,  sir,  of  any  man,  be  he  whom  he  may. 
I  pass,  said  Mr.  B.,  from  this  insinuation  to  another, 
fraught  with  equal  injustice.  The  member  from  Rhode 
Island  more  than  intimates  that  the  State  in  which  I  live 
was  to  be  conciliated  by  this  appointment.  If,  in  this 
Umon,  or  on  this  globe  of  earth,  there  be  a  State  or  em- 
pire beyond  the  reach  of  such  vile  seductions,  it  is  the 
State  on  whom  this  tart  reproach  is  cast.  Virginia  has 
her  principles,  perhaps  peculiar,  and  these  she  prizes 
above  the  temptations  ana  treasures  of  earth.  For  she 
believes  that  with  the  maintenance  of  these  is  inseparably 
wi*apt  up  the  happiness  and  the  freedom  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  support  of  this  class  of  principles,  she  claims  to 
stand  foremost  in  the  field  of  contestf  <<and  this  is  the 
head  and  front  of  her  offending.''  I  speak  with  justifiable 
confidence  when-1  say,  that,  m  these  times,  neither  Vir- 
ginia nor  her  citizens  wished  the  honors  of  this  Govern- 
ment. It  is  not  true  in  any  case  thai  high  offices  were 
soug^ht  after  or  obtained  by  any  of  her  sons  through  un- 
worthy means. 

It  was  said  on  a  former  but  appropriate  occanon,  by 
Mr.  Randolph,  **  that  his  feet  had  never  been  soiled  by 
the  dust  of  the  anti-chambers.''  He  had  been  the  lig^t 
and  the  ornament  of  this  House  and  the  Senate,  in- times 
when  friends  and  foes  guided  the  destinies  of  this  country. 
He  had  never  bent  his  knee  where  his  heart  owed  no  re- 
spect. We  are  arrogantly  called  on  by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  to  pcnnt  to  the  monuments  <»  past  ser- 
vice that  Mr.  Randolph  has  left  behind  him.  Sir«  it  was 
ooce  said  of  a  patriot,  a  soldier,  and  a  statesman,  whose 
deeds  of  renown  are  beyond  the  reach  of  praise  or  dis- 
praise, that  his  monument  was  erected  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen.  Profiting  by  this  figure,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  Mr.  Randolph*  has  left  with  us  one  monument  of 
his  ^eat  services.  It  rests  in  the  heart  of  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island.  Rising  out  of  it  to  full  view  in  this 
debate,  it  is  now  seen  sparkling  in  the  glitter  of  his  fancy, 
and  now  casting  its  malignant  shsdow  over  those  services 
which  justice  and  histoiy  have  already  consecrated  to 
patriotiim  and  to  glory*    Mr.  Randolph's  great  exertions, 
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united  with  as  gallant  and  devoted  a  band  of  patriots  as 
ever  combate4.  oppression  in  the  Senate,  or  withstood  it 
in  the  field,  overthrew  that  party  to  which  the  gentle- 
man firom  Rhode  Island  belonged.  In  that  great  struggle 
between  liberty  and  power,  Bfr.  Randolph  was  true  to 
the  people.  His  matchless  genius  was  exerted  in  favor  of 
popular  freedom— and  this  is  his  crime.  His  claims  to 
public  gratitude  would  be  but  a  transcript  of  the  records 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  -  No  vituperation  can  sully 
his  renown.  History  will  record— iustice  will  be  done. 
His  reputation  will  be  cherished  by  the  present  generation 
of  men,  and  it  will  pass  to  posterity.  -The  genUeman  has 
been  pleased  to  notice 'the  secretarr  to  the  Rusaan  lega- 
tion, and  has  applied  to  him  some  of'^those  epithets  he  hss 
always  at  command.  It  is  enough,  in  reply,  to  say,  that 
those  to  whom  the  constitution  has  connded  the  power 
and  the  duty  to  judge  of  his  fitness  and  abilities,  have  QO 
doubt  (Uscharged  that  office)  and  their  decision,  it  is  pre- 
sumed»  may  be  safely  trusted.  But,  says  the  gentleman, 
he  Is  *<a  boy,  a  beardless  bov."  That  epithet  implies  an 
objection  that  is  now  out  of  time,  for  the  Senate  yester- 
day clothed  him  with  the  toga  virilu,  by  confirming  his 
nonunation.  But,  after  all,  what  reason  can  be  assigned 
why  this  Hpuse,  acting  as  a  moral  agent,  and  influenced 
by  those  considerations  which  have  moial  weight,  what 
sound  and  valid  reason,  I  repeat,  can  be  assigned  for 
withhol^ng  this  salary?  The  President  appointed  the 
minister  to  Russia,  and  the  Senate,  as  is  known,  confirmed 
the  nomination,  not  only  without  the  show  of  serious  op- 
position, but  with  a  promptitude  that  indicated  no  wish 
for  opposition.  Th6  minister  accepts  the  office,  repairs 
to  the  theatre  of  its  duties,  and  executes  them.  The 
finaiHy  of  his  constitution  rendering  ill  health  possible,  he 
asked  and  obtained  permission,  if  overtaken  by  disease,  to 
seek  a  more  genial  clime.  It  was  conceded  to  him  with 
perfect'  coherence  to  usage,  propriety,  and  humanity. 
He  had  fulfilled  his  undertaking  to  the  letter,  fairly,  fully, 
thoroughly;  and  I  demand,  will  the  Government  meanly 
violate  its  contract,  and  refuse  the  pa3rment  of  the  salary } 

The  discussion  of  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country 
have  been  obtruded  into  this  debate.  Matters  of  delicate 
and  touching  interest,  still  pending  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  others^  have  been  dniwn  in,  as  if  they  were 
proper  topics  for  discussion.  Of  such  matters,  said 
Mr.  B.,  I  claim  to  know  nothing,  except  that  their  pre- 
sent introduction  is  unparliamentary,  and  discourteous  to 
the  organs  charged  with  our  foreign  concerns.  When- 
ever these  subjects  shall  become  proper  topics  of  debate^ 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Abchkb,]  whose  position  in  these 
affam  will  then  recjuire  and  justify  his  speaking,  will 
doubtiess  supply  the  just  calls  that  may  be  made  upon  him. 

I  have  thus  fiir,  Mr.  Speaker,  treated  this  question,  in 
reply  only  to  .what  has  been  urged  on  the  other  side.  In 
ihis  respect  it  is  a  subject  important  enough  to  engage 
yei^  best'delibetations.  I  beg  leave  now  to  addi*ess  a 
few  words  in  a  different  view  of  the  question.  If  it  be 
important  in  its  personal  and  party  aspect,  that  import- 
ance dwindles  into  insignificance  when  we  regard  it  in 
reference  to  our  constttutioAal  powers.  I  mean  in  relation 
to  the  distribution  of  power  among  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  Government.  It  is  here  that  it  swells  into 
vast  mugnitude,  and  demands  the  most  mature  reflection. 

Upon  a  proper  subject,  and  at  an  appropriate  time, 
none  can  deny  to  this  House  the  rightful  power  to  inter- 
pose its  will  between  the  public  interests  and  the  march 
of  folly  and  wickedness  in  a  mad  and  faithless  administra- 
tion. 'Whenever,  in  such  cases.  Congress  is  called  on  to 
grant  appropriations,  I  am  not  willing  to  concede  that  it 
possesses  a  mere  insthimental  agency,  while  all  delibera- 
tive will  is  drawn  to  other  departments.  No,  sir,  no!  But 
this  is  not  the  creation  of  a  new  imssion.  It  is  not  a  pro- 
spective matter.  The  thing  is  done,  and  beyond  our  con- 
trol.   The  embassy  itself  is  not  objected  toj  the  misrion 
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is  acknowledg'ed  to  be  highly  necessary.  The  appoint- 
ing power,  with  the  co-operation  of  all  those  ariiards  and 
checks  which  tlie  constitution  for  wise  ends  has  put 
around  it,  have  all  concurred  in  approring  the  selection 
of  the  minister — and  whilst  you  have  the  power,  and  the 
power  only,  to  withhold  the  appropriation,  I  deny  that 
you  liave  any  right  to  interpose  at  this  time.  I  deny  that 
your  power  rests  in  the  moral  stability  of  justice.  There 
are  sometimes  obligations  of  a  higher  nature,  resting  on 
governments  as  well  as  individuals,  than  those  which 
may  be  enforced  by  coercion— obligalions  which  we  can- 
not disregard,  without  a  reckless  contempt  for  our  loftiest 
duties.  If  we  follow  the  constitulion,  and  respect  the 
allotments  of  pgwer,  it  seems  to  me  impossible  that  the 
mind  of  man  can  brin|;  to  its  ud  a  plausible  pretext^  for 
interposing  the  negative  of  this  House  upon  a  subject 
entrusted  to  others.  We  have  no  right  to  resist  their  will, 
when  &irly  moving  in  their  sphere  of  conceded  power. 
Alarming  cases  may  sometimes  arise,  of  such  magni- 
tude or  atrocity,  as  to  require  it.  Such  cases,  when  uey 
do  occur,  set  aude  all  law  and  all  obligation;  they  furnish  a 
law  to  themselves,  which  the  public  safety  may  constrain 
us  to  follow. 

Mr.'  WAYNE  observed,  that  when  -^e  gentleman  from 
Ohio  made  tlie  motion  to  strike  from  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  minister 
to  Russia,  he  haa  accompanied  it  with  two  declarations, 
neither  of  which  was  the  fact,  though  both  bad  the  appear- 
ance of  being  so.     The  monl  apprehension  of  the  gen- 
tleman will  readily  distinguish  between  them,  and  also 
suggest  to.  him  how  far  the  diiference  in  this  instance  had 
been  accidental.     His  declarations  were,  that  the  Prem- 
dentihad  told  us  the  United  States  was  not  represented 
at  the  court  of  Russia,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  we 
soon  would  be;  the  last  being  an  assertion  of  his  own. 
These  were  the  reasons  he  had  given  to  sustain  his  mch 
tion,  and  both  he  professes  to  have  derived  from  the 
message.     Sir,  the  President,  afler  jtating  oup  amicable 
relations  with  Russia,  and  that  no  means  will  be  left  un- 
employed to  promote  them,  and  to  Improve  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  two  nations,  sincerely  regrets 
to  inform  us,  that  extreme  indisposition  had  compelled 
the  minister  to  leave,  temporarily,  his  post,  for  a  more 
genial  climate,  and  ^t  this  was  a  privilege  which  had 
been  committed  to  the  minister's  discretion,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  extent  to  which  his  constitution  had  been  im- 
paired in  the  public  service.      But  the  President  also 
states,  he  had  received  the  most  satisfactory  assurances 
that  the  public  interests  would  not  suffer  in  t|ie  ministei^'s 
absence,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  keep  up  An  intercourse 
with  the  Rusuan  cabinet,  thrpugh  tlie  secretary  of  lega- 
tion.    So  far,  then,  sir,  from  not  being  represented,  we 
are  informed  Chat,  notwithstanding  disease  had  forced  the 
minister  to  leave  St.  Petersburg  for  a  time,  he  was, 
tliough  under  its  pressure,  not  unmindful  of  his  duty,  of 
the  particular  interests  which  had  been  confided  ta  him, 
and  of  the  welfare  of  his  country.     How  different  is  this 
statement  from  the  naked  declaration  'of  the  gentleman, 
which,  without  any  explanation  from  him,  implies  an  en- 
tire suspension  of  all  negfotiation  during  the  minister's 
absence,  conveys  an  intimation  that  the  public  interest 
was  suffering,  and  the  imputation  that  the  appropriation 
was  asked  to  pay  for  constructive  and  not  for  actual  ser- 
vices.    It  may  suit  the  gentleman's  views  to  use  liis  place 
here  tojnake  such  insinuations  for  circulation  out  of  the 
House;  but  when  they  are  unwarranted  by  the  only  docu- 
ment which  we. have  to  give  us  information  upon  tliis 
subject,  and  upon  which  he  makes  his  assertions,  and 
that  one  written  in  so  plain,  unaffected,  and  candid  a  man- 
ner, that  it  cannot  be  mistaken,  but  by  great  carelessness, 
or  a  disposition  to  pervert  it,  he  must  bear  the  exposure 
of  the  difference  between  his  declarations  and  the  author- 
ity upon  which  he  rests  them,  and  not  complain  if  his 


motives  should  even  be  harshly  suspected.  Equally  ao. 
fortunate  is  the  gentleman's  declaration,  that  it  was  not 
probable  we  would  soon  be  represented  at  the  Russian 
court,  as  it  is  the  opposite  conclunon  to  whieh  a  cuufid 
mind  would  come,  from  the  language  of  the  message.  In 
such  a  case,  nothing  could  be  certainly  said,  or  promised; 
but  enough  was  said  to  show  that  the  President  had  a  de- 
finite hope  that  the  minister  would  return  in  the  spring 
to  his  post,  with  a  full  ability  to  give  to  his  countiy  the  use 
of  those  talents  and  attainments  by  which  he  had  becoms 
so  much  distinguished  at  home. 

The  motion  is  not,  therefore,  sustained  by  the  facts  of 
the  case:  we  are  forced  to  look  beyond  them  for  the 
cause  which  induced  it;  and  it  seems  to  have  been  intend* 
ed  to  gire  an  opportunity  for  fcn  outpouring  of  party  re- 
sentment, whicn^has  been  the  more  violent  and  personal, 
from  having  no  substantial  cause  of  complaint  upon  vluch 
it  would  fasten  its  rancor.     The  gfentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Bvmexs}  has  indulged  in  a  wide  range  of  ob- 
servation, in  no  way  connected  with  the  subject,  and  by  no 
means  sanctioned  by  the  remarks  of  the  ohairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  he  more  than 
once  referred  as  an  example,  to  protect  him  in  his  irregu- 
lar course.     The  House  had  understood  the  chairman  to 
deprecate  any  reliimce  being  placed  upon  newspaper 
conjectures  and  calumnies;  but  the  gentleman  had  made 
tliem  the  basis  of  his  argument,  and  his  authority  forfactt 
—and,  until  he  had  done  so,  the  real  subject  of  debate 
had  not  been  lost  sight  of.     What  connexion,  sir,  with 
his  subject  has  the  treaty  with  Turkey,  or  any  one  of 
its  articles,  about  which  we  cannot  know  any  thing  un- 
til it  shall  be  ratified,  or  iU  provisions  shall  be  divulged, 
by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  unless  information  concerning  it 
has  been  got  by  a  shameless  violation  of  fidefity  to  the 
constitution?    Did  the  gentleman  reflect  upon  the  im- 
propriety in  a  member  of  Congress  giving,  in  debate, 
currency  and  consequence  to  mere  newspaper  ^^^'^ 
concerning  our  foreign  rebitions,  which,  whether  it  shall 
turn  out  to  be  true  or  fidse,  might  be  hurtful  to  our  mit- 
Tests,  by  a  premature  disclosure,  or  an  increased  suppo- 
sition of  iU  correctness,  and  before  it  is  known  what  atti- 
tude those  who  administer  tlie  Government  have  taken  m 
relation  to  the  subject  of  conjecture  ?     Or  does  he  think 
it  allowable,  in  the  warfare  of  party,  to  catch  at  every 
sug^stion  which  malice  or  cunonty  may  make  of  those 
now  in  power,  and  to  argue  from  them  as  probabilities. 
In  such  contentions,  honor  rejects  the  use  or  an  untruth, 
as  readily  as  honor  and  humanity  would  refuse  to  wield 
the  poisoned  weapon  in  war.     Did  the  historical  reading 
of  the  gentleman  not  remind  him  how  often  it  has  hap- 
pened in  negotiation,  that  an  inadmissible  article  is  pe^ 
nutted  to  be  a  part  of  a  treaty  by  a  minister  not  having  full 
power  to  ratif)'  it,  in  the  expccUtion  that  its  temporary 
admission  will  be  productive  of  ultimate  good?    But,  sir, 
we  know  notlung  of  that  treaty;  and  I  abstain  from  w^ 
ther  notice  of  that  part  of  the  gentleman's  speech,  be- 
lieving,  whikit  the  treaty  is  under  consideration  in  the 
Senate,  conjectures  of  its  contents,  or  any  remarks  con- 
cerning it,  to  be  altogether  tmbecoming  here.    The  gen- 
tleman, however,  is  as  little  justified  for  having  made 
the  qualifications  and  fitness  of  the  minister  to  Russia  a 
subject  of  inquiry  and  remark  upon  a  motion  to  strikeout 
the  appropriation  for  his  salary.      When  the  right  of 
appointment  exists,  and  it  is  made  and  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  the  fitness  of  the  individual  is  conclusive  upon  this 
House,  and  a  constitutional  obligation  is  imposed  upon  it 
to  co-operate  in  voting  the  supply  to  support  the  minister; 
and  our  only  constitutional  check  upon  the  disbursement 
of  it  is  a  right  of  inquh7  mto  its  application.    A  »" 
upon  us  to  refuse  the  supply  in  anticipation  of  its  misap- 
plication is  an  indecency  or  assumption,  which  was  un- 
known to  the  journals  of  our  legislation  untU  this  m^ 
was  made.    But  why  refuse  the  appropriation }  The  ngitt 
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of  the  President  to  extend  to  a  minister  the  indulgence  of 

temporary  removal  from  his  post,  in  anticipation  of  a  hos- 
tile influence  of  climate  upon  his  health,  cannot  be  denied^ 

for  it  tloes  not  differ  in  cifect  from  such  allowance  after 
the  ravages  of  clinnaie  have  been  felt,  and  the  latter, 
though  often  done,  has  not  been  heretofore  a  subject  of 
complaint  or  of  reproach  against  any  minister  or  any  ad- 
ministration under  which  it  has  happened.     The  same 

principle  produced  the  law  wliich  gives  to  a  member  of 
Confess  his  pay,  if,  after  having  begun  his  journey  to 
Washington,  he  shall  be  ovei'taken  with  sickness,  and  be 
prevented  by  it   from  reaching  the  capitol  during  the 
session.    The  exercise  of  the  President's  discretion,  there- 
fore, in  this  instance,  is  strictly  in  analogy  with  our  legis- 
lation for  ourselves;  and  for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  hut 
think  it  was  highly  commendable  in  Mr.  Randolph,  when 
he  accepted  the  mission,  to  have  warned  the  administra- 
tion that  his  health,  though  then  good,  might  be  affected 
by  the  climate  of  Russia — ^patriotic  in  him  to  have  incur- 
red a  risk  which  very  few  men  of  feeble  constitution  would 
have  encountered,  and  doubly  so  on  one,  with  his  fortune 
ind  at  his  time  of  life,  to  have  determined  to  encounter 
the  climate  of  St.  Petersburg  again,  after  having  suf- 
fered to  the  extent  he  has  done,  and  in  the  way  he  had 
apprehended.     Whut  was  thought  possible,  or  even  pro- 
bable, if  gentlemen  will  rather  please  to  have  it  so,  has 
occurred  to  an  exti'eme  degree;  and  because  disease,  in 
a  foreign  climate,  has  driven  one  of  our  most  distinguished 
men  from  the  theatre  of  his  services  for  a  few  months, 
there  are  those  to  be  found  here,  who,  instead  of  having 
a^nerous  sympathy  for  the  sufferer,  seize  upon  his 
affliction  to  vent  the  bitterness  of  party  resentments. 
There  are  periods  which  will  permit  no  limit  to  our  de- 
votion to  the  public  ser\'ice;  but  when  no  such  crisis 
impends,  the  man  who,  without  being  allured  by  the  dis- 
tinctions or  the  emoluments  of  ofHce,  exposes  himself  at 
the  call  of  his  counti*y  to  what  he  knows  may  be  uncom- 
monly hazardous  to  his  health,  deserves  uncommon  praise. 
But,  sir,  the  minister  is  only  known  to  me  by  his  fame, 
snd  I  refrain  from  trespassing  upon  the  generous  anxiety 
of  others  who  know  him  well,  to  protect  him  from  impu- 
tation.   The  gentleman  argued  the  question  also  with  a 
Tiev  to  make  the  impression  upon  the  public,  tlistt,  in  any 
event,  whether   the  minister  should  return  or  not  to  his 
post,  it  was  intended  bv  the  administration  to  apply  to  his 
uses  the  entire  salary  for  a  year.     This  point,  however, 
n  regulated  by  law;  and  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter  for 
the  gentleman  and  his  coadjutors  to  make  even  a  faint 
impression,  that  those  who  have  been  so  recently  engag«ed 
in  correcting  abuses  in  our  diplomatic  expenditures  will 
subject  themselves  to  any  imputation  from  those  who  hfve 
been  shamed  by  their  vigilance.     Nor  can  1  agree  with 
the  gentleman,  tliat,  at  this  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  Europe, 
oar  interests  have  or  can  suffer  by  the  absence  of  Mr, 
Randolph.     The  Emperor  and  his  cabinet  have  been  en- 
sued in  more  intense  occupations,  to  the  probable  elclu- 
*ioD  of  such  remote  connexions  as  he  has  witli  us;  and 
nothing  can  occur  affecting  the  nations  of  £urope,  and 
having  any  bearing  upon  our  interest,  which.wili  not  be 
u  soon  communicated  to  us  through  other  channels,  as  it 
would  be  by  the  minister  from  St.  Petersburg,     But,  sir, 
I  will  say  no  more.     This  motion  is  Well  understood;  it  is 
intended  to  accomplish  nothing  here,  but  has  been  made 
for  outdoor  effect;  and  the  people  will  be  as  apt  to  de- 
tect the  sinister  design,  as  gentlemen  have  been  to  hope, 
and  anticipate,  and  to  insinuate,  that  something  would 
grow  out  of  this  trifling  appi^priation,  which  would  fur- 
nish them  with  a  subject  of  reproach  against  the  adminis- 
tration.    They  will  be  disappointed. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  his  regret  that,  at  so 
ate  an  hour,  he  should  be  obliged  to  trespass  on  tl&e  at- 
tention of  the  House.  He  re}(retted,  too,  tiiat  any  cir- 
cumstance should  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  notice 


any  remarks  tlmt  might  fall  from  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Buaoxs.]  It  was*  impossible,  how- 
ever, to  let  tliem  pass  without  some  notice.  The  honor- 
able gentleman,  said  Mr.  C,  has  given  us  an  elaborate 
and  minute  account  of  our  treaty  with  the  Porte:  assum- 
ing his  own  facts,  he  has  discussed  its  merits,  and  animad- 
verted on  its  imaginary  imperfections.  I  shall  not,  Mr. 
Speaker,  travel  out  of  my  way,  and  violate  a  rule  of  or- 
der, by  entering  now  into  that  discussion,  by  examining 
the  provisions  of  the  Turkish  treaty.  Whenever  I  do, 
sir,  my  facta  and  my  arguments  shall  be  founded  on  some- 
thing more  substantial  than  a  newspaper  rumor;  more 
unquestionable  than  the  statement  of^  an  unprincipled 
prartisan;  more  unimpeachable  than  the  evidence  of  a 
perjured  Senator.  The  gentleman  has  introduced  other 
matters  into  this  debate.  We  heard  somettiingof  the  wily 
policy  of  a  Machiavel;  of  the  deep  and  designing  mo- 
tives of  a  distinguished  member  of  the  cabinet;  of  *'our 
minister  to  Russia,  and  his  master  the  Secretary  of  State;" 
even,  sir,  endorsing,  by  insinuation,  the  stale  slanders  of 
the  press.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  disdain  to  engage  in  -such  a 
debate  with  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  I  conde« 
scend  to  notice  his  remarks,  only  to  repel  and  to  de« 
nouiice  his  unworthy  insinuations.  No,  «r,  I  shall  not 
contend  with  hiiD—age  cannot  dignify  tlie  slanderer — a 
hoan'  liead,  though  *  <  crammed  with  JEtna's  fires,"  cannot 
purify  calumny,  or  sanctify  it  to  the  touch  of  honorable 
men.  I  have  done  with  tlie  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island. 
Let  us  turn,  for  a  moment,  sir,  to  this  extraordinary 
motion  to  strike  out  the  salary  of  our  minister  to  Russia. 
I  feel,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  proud  satis&ction,  that,  amidst  all 
the  angry  and  violent  collisions  of  our  late  political  con- 
test, the  party  with  which  I  have  the  honor  of  acting 
never  disgraced  itself  by  a  motion  similar  to  that  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  sustahied  by  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island.  [Here  the  SPEAKER  called 
Mr.  CAMHaELKNu  to  order.]  I  claim,  sir,  the  privilege  of 
reply;  1  claim  the  privilege  of  ^nndicating  my  party,  and 
have  only  to  lament  that  others  have  not  better  appre- 
ciated their  own  dignity.  In  all  that  angry  wai*,  sir,  we 
had  no  instance  so  degrading  as  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
salary  of  a  minister  on  account  of  absence  or  indisposition. 
When  our  late  estimable  minister  to  France  visited  the 
w^aters  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  did  any  one  on  Our  side  of 
the  House  humble  himself  and  his  cause  by  inquiring^ 
whether  he  had  tlie  pennission  of  his  Government  to  go 
there?  Did  any  member  of  this  House  disg^ce  his 
country  by.  a  motion  to  strike  out  his  salary,  because  the 
same  minister  had.  visited  the  lake  of  Geneva?  No,  sir. 
When  tlie  late  administratioDSippointed  an  aged  invalid — 
a  venerable,  distinguished,  and  highly  respected  gentle- 
man-^-our  minister  to  Great  Britain;  when  that  venerable 
gentleman,  notoriously  in  a  rapid  decline,  was  appointed 
to  the  most  important  and  urgent  mission  within  the  gift 
of  the  Executive — was  any  member  of  oifr  Q^de  so  loat  to 
decency  and  humanity,  as  to  inquire  whether  he  had  the 
permission  of  his  Government  to  visit  Uie  waters  of 
Cheltenham!  After  that  distinguished  gentleman-  had 
visited  the  court  of  St.  James,  had  resided  there,  ajid  re- 
turned an  invalid,  physically  and  unfortunately  incapable 
of  discharging  any  one  of  the  important  duties  assigned 
him  by  the  Late  administration — was  there,  sir,  one  so 
poor  among  us,  as  to  move  to  strike  out  bis  salary!  No, 
sir,  no.  We  played  a  nobler  game,,  and  won  it.  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  is  the  foitun^ — ^nay,  the  high  privilege  of 
illustrious  men, to  be  calumniated  and  pursued  with  bitter 
hostility.  Our  minister  to  Russia  cannot  escape — for  he 
has  occupied  a  high  station  in  the  political  annals  of  our 
country — he  has  obtained  for  himself  an  illustrious  rank 
in  our  parliamentary  history.  I  have  listened,  nr,  with 
delight  and  instruction  to  some  of  our  distinguished  rivals 
for  pvlivmentary  fame*-to  the  simple,  but  persuasive 
and  fascinating  reasoning  of  a  Lowndes — to  the  melodious 
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and  impassHoned  elogneuce  of  a  Clay — to  the  lucid,  con>> 
manding,  and  lolid  argument  of  a  Webster;  but  for  a 
combination  and  profusion  of  all  the  weapons  of  parlia- 
raentaiy  war— of  wit,  irony,  sarcasm,  imagination,  and 
eloquence — ^he  was  surpa»ed  by  none — -^ay,  sir,  as  a 
parliamentai>'  orator,  he  was  unequalled.  He  combined  all 
the  skill  of  a  debater— the  genius  of  a  poet — with  the 
patriotism  and  sound  philosophy  of  a  statesman.  The 
people  of  this  country  owe  him  a  large  debt  of  gratitude. 
He  was  eyer  the  yigilant  enemy  of  power,  and  the  devoted 
friend  pf  our  ancient  and  excellent  constitution.  With  a 
political  foresight  and  sagacity,  beyond  Miy  of  his  distin- 
guished riyals  for  parliamentary  honors,  he  detected  in  the 
embryo,  and  re«sted  with  prophetic  wisdom,  those  mea- 
sures which  laid  the  basis  or  that  gigantic  accumulation  of 
federal  power  and  taxation  which  we  are  now  so  zealously 
endeavoring  to  check  and  moderate. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  distinguished  man — with  thirty  yeahs' 
experience  in  the  public  service — with  a  familiar  know- 
ledre  of  all  our  national  concerns,  foreig^i  and  domestio — 
sucn  the  man  to  whom  the  President  assigpied  the  charge 
of  our  mission  to  Russia.  With  a  franle  constitutionally 
infirm,  he  departed  upon  his  mission,  and  was  necessarily 
left  at  liberty  to  leave  his  station,  should  his  health  require 
it.  He  retreated,  through  an  evident  ne<sessity,  from  the 
inclemencies  of  a  Russian  winter.  Had  ht  ventured,  sir, 
to  renlain,and,  with  his  feeble  constitution,  to  encounter 
the  horrors  of  a  Northern  winter,  we  should  not  now  have 
had  occasion  to  discuss  this  miserable  question  about  his 
salary!  The  career  of  this  eccentric  but  illustrious  man 
is  near  its  dose.  Perhaps,  even  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  while 
we  are  debating  this  wretched  motion.  Providence  may 
have  placed  him  beyond  the  reach  of  all  his  enemies. 
Shoula  it  be  so,  sir,  every  honorable  adver$anr  will  leave 
him  to  bis  repose.  None  will-  pursue  him  thert — none 
will  hover  over  his  g^ave — save  the  bald  vulture  and 
croaking  raven. 

Mr.  MAIXAKY  again  rose,  and  enforced  the  views 
taken  by  him  in  the  earlier  tftage  of  the  debate,  which 
have  been  already  reported. 

Mr.  COKE,  of  Virginia,  rose  at  a  late  hour  of  the  day, 
and  said 'that  he  regretted  the  necessity  which  constrained 
him  to  present  himself  before  the  House  at  that  late 
period  of  the  day,  and  at  the  present  stage  of  the  discus- 
sion. I  should  not  do  justice  to  myself,  said  Mr.  C.,if  I 
omitted  to  state,  that  I  appear  under -disadvantages  which 
greatly  embarrass  me  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  I 
propose  to  attempt  I  feel  bound  to  sacrifice  all  personal 
considerations,  when  they  conflict  with  a  sense  of  duty, 
such  as  now  actuates  me,  in  the  effort  to  sustain  my  col- 
league in  rescuing  my  State,  my  countryman,  who  is 
absent,  and  the  adminutration,  from  the  sctms  and  sneers 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vennont,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  notice  the  valor  and  prl^ 
dence  of  the  gentleman  from  OhiO|  [Mr.  Stanbsrt.] 
He  submitted  the  motion  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  the  minister  in  Russia, 
out  of  which  this  angi^  discussion  has  grown;  and  when 
the  consequences  were  realized,  which  previous  concert 
with  distinguished  gentlemen  of  his  paKy  had,  probably, 
secured,  he  warily  retires  from  the  scene,  and  eludes  the 
attacks  which  his  temerity  had  provoked.  That  it  was 
prudent  to  secure  himself  fromdangeim  against  which  he 
was  not  fortified,  I  cannot  deny;  and  tliat  his  firmness  sank 
under  the  perils  of  his  situation,  is  an  apolo^  whjch  ex- 
cuses his  retreat,  I  am  not  unwilling  to  admit. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  MAi<i.AaT,]  with 
his  pecmiar  ^gnity  of  manner  and  style,  has  instituted  a 
comparison  of  Virginia  with  Vermont,  Connecticut,  and 
Massachusetts.  The  effort  did  not  commend  itself  to  the 
impartiality  of  this  intelligent  body,  by  any  of  those  ap- 
pearances of  respectful  consideration  which  the   dignity 


of  the  subject  might  be  expected  to  Inspire.  It  wore  no 
semblance  of  that  impartial  criticism  which  distinguisbei 
an  effort  of  the  mind  to  work  out  a  fair  result. 

The  suggestions  of  reason  and  justice  were  not  allowed 
to  impede  his  hasty  conclusions,  or  to  dispute  therr  equity. 
His  determination  was  to  sneer  at  Virginia,  right  or  wrong. 
Let  me  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  that  Vir^nia 
fears  not  the  result  of  a  comparison  with  Vermont,  or  any 
other  State  in  tliid  Union.  It  docs 'not  become  me,  stand- 
ing in  the  relation  I  do  to  her,  to  speak  of  her  in  terms 
which  my  knowledge  of  her  merits,  and  her  own  history 
would  prove;  but  I  may  say,  witlioiit  impropriety,  that 
the  annals  of  this  nation  may  be  safely  appealed-  to,  in 
proof  that  her  full  quota  of  virtue,  inteUigivnce,  and 
patriotism,  has  beeji  contributed  in  winning  the  liberty, 
and  securing  the  happiness  wc  now  enjoy. 
>  The  honorable  gentleman  has  not  been  content  uith 
ridiculing  Virginia.  He  has  found  it  agreeable  to  hia 
feelings,  or  consistent  with  his  policy,  to  impute  to  the 
minister  at  Russia  motives  of  private  speculation  in  the 
aceeptiince  of  this  mission.  He  tells  us  that,  a  few  yean 
ago,  he  heard  a  great  deal  of  constructive  journeys,  and 
asserts  thftt  this  mission  is  the  most  apt  illustration  of  his 
idea  of  a  constructive  journey.  TJie  gentleman,  to  use 
his  own  beautiful  phrase,  wants  **  a  man  of  bodily 
streng^,  who  can  stand  face  to  face  with  the  Emperor  of 
Russia.^  Was  ever  a  charge  made  more  heedlessly^  Was 
the  wantonness  of  factious  zeal  ever  distinguished  by 
evidence  so  unerring,  and  so  iiTesistible,  as  the  ascription 
of  such  motives  to  John  Randolph-  furnishes  on  this 
occasion^ 

Is  the  gpentleman  aware  that  he  speaks  of  a  man  of 
fortune!  a  nUin  of  substance!  of  him  Who  has  land  and 
slaves!  whose  income  is  from  his  crops— certain,  fixed, 
regular,  yea,  as  uniform  as  nature  in  her  seasons—as  inva- 
riable as  produce  in  its  price  ?  He  does  not  speak  of 
some  Eastern  manufacturer  who,  to-day,  is  rich,  and  tc- 
morrow  is  a  beggar — ^u'hose  capital  and  income  depends 
upontiie  ebb  or  flow  of  public  opinion — on  the  right  or 
policy  of  the  tariff  ^stem,  or  the  quiescence  and  submis- 
sion of  the  laborer  to  be  shorn  of  the  Just  remuneration 
of  his  toil.  No,  sir,  John  Randolph,  if  of  a  temper  to  be 
influenced  by  mercenary  motives,  is  above  their  influence. 

The  gentleman,  in  his  profile  of  a  man  fitted  for  a 
foreign  mission,  has  laid  great  stress  upon  personal 
strength.  I  have  now  learned,  for  the  first  time,  under 
the  counsel  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  that  educa- 
tion and  refinement,  tact  and  "talent,  are  subordinate 
considerations  in  the  formation  of  a  character  fbr  diplomacy. 
If  this  position  be  well  founded,  if  it  be  true  that  dignity, 
combined  with  high  intellectual  endowments,  shall  yield 
the  posts  of  trusts  and  use  fulness  to  mere  corporeal  strength, 
I  must  acknowledge  the  appointment  to  be  indiscreet,  and 
admit  (what  I  must  otherwise  deny)  that  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  is  himself  reformed  into  fitness  for  this 
distinguished  station. 

But  the  gentleman,  in  the  ardor  of  his  opposition,  has 
denied  that  Mr.  Randolph  is  a  man  of  distinguished  ta- 
lents.' He  tells  us  he  is  a  mere  retailer  of  poetry,  utterly 
unfit  fbr  such  a  station.  This  observation  presupposes 
in  the  gentleman  from  Vennont  a  capacity  to  form  a  cor- 
rect judgment  upon  the  subject.  But  his  vain  confidence 
does*  not  stop  here.  He  imagines  himself  better  qualified 
to  determine  the  fitness  of  the  individual"  for  the  staiioo 
he  fills,  than  the  President  who  nominated  him,  or  the 
Senate  who  confirmed  and  approved  the  nomination;  and 
obliquely  censures  the  wisdom  of  those  sages  who  pkccd 
the  power  of  appointment  where  it  now  resides.  What 
immeasurable  vanity !  To  what  extremes  of  folly  it  drives 
those  who  cherish  it. 

I  have  now  to  notice  some  of  the  observations  njade  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Bri- 
QEs.]     Before  I  do  so,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that! 
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hare  often  regretted,  and  never  more  than  on  the  present 
occasion,  the  unsparing  censure  which  that  gentleman 
never  fails  to  bestow  on  those  who  are  opposed  to  him  in 
politics.  Charity  never  whispers  that  men  who  err,  (which 
they  who  think  differently  from  himself  are  always  sup- 
posed to  do,)  err  from  mere  mortal'  weakness — tliat  per- 
fection and  infair^bility  are  attributes  reserved  to  himself 
by  the  God  who  created  us,  and  that  man,  when  turned 
out  of  the  hands  of  his  Maker,  was,  as  he  is  now,  a  short- 
vg^ted  mortal,  not  having  the  capacity  to  see,  and  to 
know,  and  to  provide  for  all  things  that  are  to  happen. 
He  holds  his  opponents  bound  to  know  and  to  countervail 
the  high  decrees  of  heaven.  Censure  so  indiscriminate 
denotes  tlie  absence  of  an  ennobling  virtue,  and  bafHes 
its  own  purposes. 

The  gentleman  complains  loudly  of  the  appointment  of 
Hr.  Randolph,  his  want  of  talents,  and  his  departure  for 
Russia.  The  Machiavelian  policy  of  the  President  repre^ 
senta  him  as  putting  his  name  to  a  message  written  by 
somebody  else,  and,  in  terms  of  contumely,  concludes 
that  the  appointment  was  necessary  to  conciliate  Virginia. 

The  first  remark  I  have  to  make  on  this  subject  is, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  the  subject  of  a  speech  does  not 
exempt  the  speaker  fVom  the  operation  of  those  rules  of 
decorum  which  a  gentleman  ever  acknowledges  in  all 
places.  Precedents,  in  the  violation  of  those  principles, 
acquire  no  sanctity  or  authority  from  the  eminence  of  the 
individual  by  whom  they  are  practised;  the  breach  is  more 
palpable  and  inexcusable  in  such  persons,  than  when 
comnutted  by^ those  who  may  not  be  presumed  to  be  so 
well  informed  of  their  obligations.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
reckless  as  I  know  to  be  the  temper  in  which  this  motion 
was  -made,  and  ruthless  as  I  knew  the  war  against  all 
persona  concerned  in  this  appointment,  I  could  not  have 
ima^ned  that  the  gentleman  would  have  been  betrayed 
into  reflections,  so  gross  and  undeserved,  upon  the  minis- 
ter, the  State  from  which  he  came,  and  the  President 
from  whom  he  received  the  appointment.  There  is,  in  a 
desperate  attack  upon  an  absent  man,  so  little  of  that 
magnaninuty  and  nobleness  of  mind  which  lofty  spirits 
seek  occasion  to  pract^  that  I  could  not  have  expected 
any  one  to  seize  a  mere  pretext  to  show  himself  wanting 
in  those  properties.  But,  sir,  it  only  proves  what  I  have 
long  beheved,  that  every  exercise  of  the  gentleman's 
powers,  which  are  confessedly  great,  is  directed  with  a 
view  to  the  prevalence  of  some  factious  Interest  or  party 
measure. 

He  tells  us  that  the  minister  at  Russia  has  fled  from  the 
rigors  of  the  climate  to  fogg}'  England,  instead  of  resort- 
ing to  the  genial  climate  of  Italy;  and  by  an  insinuation, 
unworthy  of  himself,  intimates  that  the  appointment  was 
made  to  win  over  Mr.  Randolph  to  the  support  of  a  weak 
administration,  and  to  tempt  the  independence  of  Virginia. 
Sir»  I  am  the  slave  of  no  faction.    I  have  not  sworn  realty 
to  this  administration,  or  sued  for  smiles  and  ftfvor  by  the 
sacriiice  of  my  independence.     I  am  as  when  I  first  came 
here — free  to  approve  all  that  is  good,  and  bold  enough 
to  condemn  all  that  is  wrong,  in  the  acts  of  the  President. 
Bat,  shall  a  man  be  held  responsible  for  consequences 
which  no  human  sagacity  could  avert?  Shall  censure  await 
the  man  who,  in  making  an  appointment  to  a  foreign  mis- 
sion, does  not  ensure  that  the  objects  of  the  mission  are 
not  impeded  or  delayed  by  the  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence?    Does  the  gentleman  insist,  as  a  part  of  his  polid- 
cal  system,  that  all  appointments  to  foreign  missions  are 
injudicious,  unless  they  are  bestowed  on  men  having  the 
essential  properties  of  Hygeia?    Sir,  is  it  reasonable  to 
believe  that  the  President,  embarrassed,  as  he  has  been, 
witK  every  species  of  opposition,  would  have  appointed  a 
man  whom  he  knew  to  be  unfit,  either  by  wailt  of  talents, 
or  w^ant  of  health,  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  mis- 
sion '   This  would  be  stnuige,  indeed,  that  he  should  give 
to  liis  very  indulgent  opponents  a  theme  upon  which  to 


lavish  their  abuse  of  him;  or,  is  it  more  probable  that  the 
mission  should  have  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Randolph,  for 
the  pleasure  of  falling  sick  in  Russia?  No,  sir;  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  misaon  was  offered  and  accepted  in 
the  expectation  that  Mr.  Randolph's  health  would  enable 
him  to  remain  in  Russia  until  his  object  was  accom- 
plished. 

But  the  gentleman  has  insinuated  that  the  object  was  to 
flatter  the  minister,  and  the  State  from  which  he  comes, 
into  submission  to  the  views  of  the  President.  Can  it  be 
necessar}'  to  remind  the  honorable  gentleman  of  the  noble 
disinterestedness  and  generous  self^evotion  of  the  person 
of  whom  he  speaks,  to  convince  him  that  the  suggestion 
has  no  foundation?  Need  I  remind  him  of  that  which  the 
records  of  this  House,  and  the  chronicles  of  the  times,  will 
abundantly  prove,  that  John  Randolph  lias  been  opposed 
to  those  in  power,  from  the  days  of  General  Washington 
to  the  last  moment  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  in  order 
to  show*  him  and  this  Hoiirs^  that  he  did  not  seek  promo- 
tion by  wooing  and.  courting  those  who  could  dispense 
favors?  No,  sir;  evidence  in  reflitation  of  such  a  charge 
is  wholly  unnecessary,  since  the  gentleman  who  made, 
and  those  who  heard  it,  must  be  assured  that  it  has  been 
made,  and  is  attempted  to  be  sustained,  by  a  zeal  of  oppo- 
sition which  seizes  every  occasion  to  diminish  the  popular 
fame  of  the  individuals  involved  in  it. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  emphatically  asks,  where  are 
John  Randolph's  monuments  ?  He  has  not  seen  them — ^he 
has  fiot  heard  of  them.  I  answer,  they^are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  offices  he  has  received  at  the  hands  of  this  Govern- 
ment The  records  of  appointment  do  not  show  them. 
It  has  not  occurred  in  my  day,  nor  in  any  other  of  which 
I  have  read,  that  opposition  to  power  has  been  rewarded 
with  promotion  by  those  who  are  opposed.  But  I  point 
the  gentleman  for  an  answer  to  his  question"  to  the  people 
— ^there,  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  he  will  find  the 
monuments  which  gratitude  for  his  devotion  to  their  in- 
terests, and  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  has  raised  to  him, 
and  which  continuing  confidence  cherishes  with  religious 
veneration.  John  Randolph,  like  the  State  which  cLiims 
him,  would  not  flatter  "Neptune  for  his  trident,  or  Jove 
fpr  his  power  of  thundering." 

The  proffer  of  the  appointment  wal  made  ^nd  accepted, 
in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation  would  be  subserved;  and  if  the  minister  has  fallen 
sick,  it  is  the  act  of  God,  not  the  crime  of  the  President, 
or  of  the  minister.  Not  less  unfounded,  or  less  excusable, 
is  the  insinuation  that  the  appointment  was  necessary  to 
conciliate  Virginia.  In  what  did  the  lure  consist?  In 
the  offer  of  a  foreign  mission  to  one  of  her  citizens,  the 
gentleman  would  say.  How  long,  may  I  inquire,  sir,  is 
it  since  the  ambition  of  Virginia  was  tickled  with  such 
a  toy?  Cheap,  indeed,  must  be  her  integrity,  when  it 
is  struck  off  at  such  a  bid.  The  insinuation  is  unworthy 
of  the  man  who  made  it,  and  the  place  in  which  it  was 
made.  A  fruitful  subject  for  invective  against  the  Presi- 
dent has  been  found  in  that  clause  of  bis  annual  communi- 
cation to  this  House,  in  which  he  states  that  Mr.  Randolph 
was  allowed  to  leave  Russia  in  the  event  that  tlie  state  of 
his  health  should  render  it  necessary. 

This  appears  to  me,  of  all  the  monstrous  things  said  by 
the  gentlemao  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  pre-eminent 
in  absurdity.  WUl  the '  gentleman  have  the  goodness  to 
inform  me  and  the  House  whether  there  is  any  thing  in 
the  acceptance  of  a  foreign  mission  which  overrules  the 
most  valuable  of  all  out  natural  rights — the  right  of  self- 
preservation  ?  If  there  is  not,  the  permission  accorded, 
and  which  is  the  source  of  the  clamor,  is  no  boon  at  all. 
It  is  nothings  more  nor  less  than  he  would  have  had  a  per- 
fect right  to  do  wi;thout  it,  and  could  not,  with  any  color 
of  impartiality,  have  been  made  u  subject  for  censure,  or 
the  channel  through  which  factious  zeal  should  discharge 
its  malevolence  upon  the  devoted  object.    Tlxcre  arc  situ- 
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ations  in  life,  there  are  offices  of  public  trust,  the  duties 
of  which  require  of  the  incumbent  to  brave  every  dangv^r, 
rather  than  seek  safety  in  flight. 

The  field  of  battle,  and  the  soldier's  post,  are  stations 
never  to  be  abandoned  without  disgrace,  while  tliey  can 
be  maintained.  But  I  am  incapable  of  discerning  any 
•lich  similitude  in  the  embassy  to  Russia  to  a  military 
post,  as  should  require- the  presence  of  the  minister  to  be 
continued  at  the  peril  of  his  life. 

I  will  no  longer  detain  the  House  in  listening  to  the  de- 
fence of  charges  so  unjust  and  so  unmerited.  I  leave  the 
gentleman  to  that  remorse  of  conscience  which  must 
harass  the  man  who  has  accused  the  innocent,  and  abused 
the  virtuous.  1  am,  for  the  reasons  assig^ned,  opposed  to 
the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  CHILTON  then  obUined  the^  floor;  but  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment was  made,  and  agreed  to. 

FaiDAT,  JxjrvAnj  14. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

'  The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
st^ictions  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenaitures  relative  to  the  computation  of  the  mile- 
age of  members  of  Congrcos  the  question  being  on  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  heretofore  moved  by  Mr. 
Hall  on  the  12th  instant. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  in  rising  to  de- 
tun  the  House.  You  know,  sir,  said  he,  that  t  rarely  ob- 
trude myself  upon  the  notice  of  the  House;  but  I  feel 
constrained  to  do  so  on  the  present  occasion,  because  the 
committee  to  which  I  belong,  and  myself  in  particular  as 
chairman,  have,  b^  the  order  of  the  House,  been  placed 
under  a  responsibility  which  it  was  my  wish  to  have  re- 
deemed in  a  nianner  somewhat  different  from  what  seem- 
ed to  meet  tlie  views  of  the  committee.  It  is  known  to 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Publie  Expenditures, 
that  my  wish  was  at  first  to  have  reported  a  bill  contain- 
ing precisely  the  provisions  now  offered  in  the  proposed 
amendment.  The  committee,  however,  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion;  and  the  report  presenting  my  own  views 
with  some  of  the  Postmaster  General's,  was  made  to  the 
House,  recommending,  should  it  seem  good  to  the  House, 
to  ^ve  imperative  instruction  to  the  committee  tQ  report 
a  bill  according  to  any  of  the  plans  proposed  in  the  re- 
port. The  committee  were  bound  to  consider  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Chiltoit,]  as  an  evidence  of  the  inten- 
tion or  wish  of  the  House  that  something  should  be  done. 
It  was  under  tliat  impression  tliat  I  wished  to  have  report- 
ed a  bill  such  as  I  have  mentioned.  The  committee  over- 
ruled me,  as  they  had  the  right  to  do.  Conceiving  that 
the  responsibility  placed  on  me  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee had  not  been  redeemed,  or  thrown  off*  in  a  manner 
entirely  satisfactory,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed  to  place  the  subject  agun  before  the 
House — having  done  so,  the  responsibility  will  rest  there; 
and  now,  as  to  myself  individually,  it  is  of  little  import- 
ance what  direction  tlie  House  may  give  it.  But  I  must 
be  allowed  to  say,  that  if  (as  I  felt  bound  to  concede, 
from  the  large  majority  by  which  the  resolution  for  in- 
quiry was  sent  to  the  committee^  it  was  the  will  of  the 
House  that  some  alteration  in  toe  mode  of  computing 
mileage  of  members  should  be  made,  after  maturely  ex- 
amining the  subject,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
plan  proposed  in  the  amendment  now  offered  is  the  only 
one  which  can  work  any  practical  benefit.  If  this  is  fiot 
adopti^d,  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  no  alteration  of  the 
mere  phraseology  of  the  law  will  do  any  good.  It  is  en- 
tirely immaterisd  whether  the  terms  are  most  usual  road, 
most  usual  post  road,  or  most  usually  and  necessarily  tra- 
ve?l«d  post  route  or  road.     A  little  examination  into  the 


subject  will  show,  as  indeed  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster 
General  clearly  shows,  that  the  result  will  be  essentially 
the  same,  and  that  nothing  like  equality  will  be  the  re- 
sult.    This  will  be  perceived  when  we  consider  that  mast 
who  come  to  the  seat  of  Government  have  to  travel  on 
curved  lines.     Those  who  live  on  the  great  public  ht^« 
way  which»runs  from  North  to  South,  and  do  not  Iitc 
veiy  remote  from  the  seat  of  Government,  not  only  travel 
upon  the  most  usual  public  highway,  but  also  upon  the 
most  usually  travelled  post  route,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
a  direct,  or  nearly  direct  route.     But  they  may,  perhaps, 
overlook  the  fiict,  that  others  living  at  an  angle  either  eut 
or  west  of  this  great  thoroughfare,  are  compelled  to  travel 
more  or  less  in  curved  lines,  and  consequently  further  m 
proportion  to  the  actual  distance  in  a  straigltt  line,  and 
that  it  is  impossible  to  adopt,  as  is  clearly  shown,  any  rule 
which  will  operate  precisely  equal.     Ae  person  linng  one 
hundred  miles  from  Washington,  on  or  near  the  ptaX 
highway,  running  north  and  south  through  tlie  countr)', 
would  iiave  but  one  hundred  miles  to  travel,  and  be  paid 
accordingly;  but  another  mijght  hve  not  more  than  a  hun- 
dred miles,  and,  from  his  peculiar  situation,  have  to  travel 
circuitously  a  hundred  and  fiHy.  The  question  is,  whether 
he  shalf  be  paid  for  what  he  travels,  or  only  for  the  actual 
distance  from  his  residence  to  the  seat  of  Government. 
Tlie  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  mentions  several 
cases  by  way  of  illustration,  to  show  that  the  post  route 
system  will  not  afford  an  equal  rule.     He  mentions  two 
cases  which  operate  antithetically,  th«  one  to  the  North, 
the  other  to  the  South.     By  one,  a  member  being  paid 
according  to  the  most  usual  post  route,  may  yet  have  tra- 
velled only  two-thirds  of  the  distance  paid  for,  while  con- 
versely, on  the  other,  a  member  mav  travel  on  the  most 
usual  post  route,  and  only  be  paid  for  two-thirds  of  the 
distance.      And  these,  sir,  are  not  hypothetical  cases, 
though  antithetical,  and  the  converse  of  each  other. 
These  are  not  the  only  cases  of  this  character;  thcY  vt 
to  be  found  in  a  vast  number  of  instances.    If  it  is  b^ 
lieved  by  any  one  tl\at  any  plan  can  be  adopted  to  arrive 
either  at  equality  or  retrenchment,  more  effectually  than 
the  amendment  proposes,  I  think  him  deceived.    I  go  for 
retrenchment,  real  practical  retrenchmentj  and  the  ^n- 
tleman  from  Kentucky,  who  first  introduced  the  resolutions 
relative  to  the  subject  of  retrenchment,  (for  which  he  had 
my  most  hearty  thanks,^  will  bear  me  out,  when  I  say  that 
I  accompanied  him  pan  passu  around  the  whol^  journey 
he  took  upon  the  great  road  to  retrenchment,  voting  for 
every  feasible  plan,  or  plan  not  feasible,  which  was  pro- 
posed, under  the  committees  instituted  for  the  P^^^^^ 
and  now,  according  to  the  good  old  rule  of  "  one  good 
turn  deserves  another,"  all  I  ask  of  the  rentleman  is,  to 
accompany  me  upon  a  direct  linej  my  plan  is  a  straiglit 
line,  a  mathematical  line,  the  shortest  line  from  point  to 
point.  By  the  bye,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  has  bccoihe  of  the 
whole  subject  of  retrenchment,  of  which  we  have  beard 
so  much  for  several  years?    Has  it  died  a  natural  death, 
or,  as  an  old  neighbor  of  mine  used  to  say  of  one  who  died 
calmly  and  silently,  has  it  sauntered  away?    Take  it  alto- 
gether, sir,  we  have  made  but  a  sorry  business  of  it  ^e 
have  been  palavering  here  about  three  years  upon  the 
general  subject  of  retrenchment,  and  what  have  we  donei 
Why,  sir,  so' far  as  I  am  informed,  all  we  have  done  has 
been  to  retrench  one  little  mapmaker,  who,  if  I  am  rightly 
informed,  had  a  salary  of  $1,500  a  year,  for  copying  maps 
from  copies  of  maps,  taken  by  somebody  else,  from  niapa 
made  by  some  otlier  person.     I  do  not  vouch  for  tlws,  a^' 
it  is  what,  however,  I  have  heard,  I  believe,  both  on  tjui 
floor  and. elsewhere.     And,  air,  if  I  am  also  rightly  in- 
formed, though  we  rejtrenched  his  salary  of  $1,500,  by 
way  of  making  amends,  he  has  been  re-engaged  in  th" 
business,  much  more  to  his  profit.    This  also  I  only  giy 
as  I  hear  it.  He  had  felt  bound,  in  justificatiou  to  himse. , 
to  place  the  subject  again  before  the  House;  he  ha^  do>"* 
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90,  and  should  there  leave  it.  If e  begged  leave,  however, 
to  correct  an  impression  which,  he  understood,  had  been 
improperly  maae  on  the  minds  of  some,  that,  in  the  re- 
mark m  which  he  bad  used  the  word  pstlavenngy  he  had 
intended  it  to  apply  personally  to  some  individual.  Tliis 
evidently  was  not  the  case,  as  must  be  plain  to  any  one 
who  heard  the  ezpresnon.  The  words  wer^,  «we  have 
been  palavering  here  about  three  years  upon  the  general 
subject  of  retrenchment,  and  what  have  we  doner*  Evi- 
dently alludinfl^  to  the  general  course  pursued  here;  and 
I  submit  wbether  or  not  it  has  not  been  a  fair  subject  for 
criticism.  1  hope  no  one  will  make  an  intiividual  applica- 
tion of  the  expression  to  himself,  or  any  one  else.  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  my  object  u  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  sub- 
ject, I  ask  for  the  veas  and  nays. 

Sir.  CRAIG  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, to  add  to  tt  the  words,  '<  with  an  allowance  of  ten 
per  cent,  for  variation  from  the  direct  line." 

Mr.  DE  WITT  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table.     Negatived — ^yeas  26,  nays  159. 

The  question  tlien  recurring  on  the  amendment  submit- 
ed  by  Mr.  Csaig, 

Mr.  BAULEY  handed  to  the  Chair  the  following,  which 
he  was  desirous  of  submitting  as  a  substitute  for  the  ori- 
ginal amendment: 

Strike  out  after  the  words  "  Reaohed^  Thai,"  and  insert, 
so  as  to  make  it  read — 

Beaohedf  ll&at  the  following  be  added  to  the  standing 
rules  of  the  House: 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts  to 
report  to  the  House,  during  the  first  session  of  each  Con- 
gress, a  statement  of  the  distance  of  the  residence  of  each 
member  from  the  seat  of  Government;  which  statement^ 
when  approved  by  the  House,  shall  be  the  rule  for  calcu- 
lating the  mileage  of  the  members. 

But  it  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order.  » 

Mr.  CRAIG  assigned  his  reasons  for  offering  his  amend- 
ment. Some  members  fived  on  or  near  the  c&rect  line — 
others  did  not — and  it  was  his  object  to  pay  to  those  who 
did  not,  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  to  the  usud  allow- 
ance for  mileage. 

Mr.  CHILTON  opposed  the  amendment.  If  a  bill  wAs 
passed  containing  such  a  provision,  it  would  be  giving  an 
advanti^  to  those  members  who  lived  on  the  direct  line 
of  travel  to  the  seat  of  Government,  of  ten  per  cent,  over 
those  who  had  to  travel  over  a  mountunous  country,  and 
by  a  circuitous  route. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Ckaio,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hall,  smd  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirma^ve,  as  follows: 

TEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Armstrong, 
John  3.  Barbour,  Barring^r,  Batesi  Baylor,  Bell,  James 
Btair,  Bockee,  Borst,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carson,  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Con- 
ner, Cooper,  Crai^,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Da- 
venport, John  Davis,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Denny,  Desha, 
Draper,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Eager,  Earll,  Horace  Everett, 
Ford,  Forward,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaithcr,  Gordon,  Hall,  Hal- 
sey,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Hubbard, 
Ihrie,  T.  Irwin,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Adam  Kin^,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Letcher, 
Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee,  Mallary,  Martin,  Thomas 
Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Pearce,  Potter, 
Powers,  Ramsey,  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Roane, 
Scott,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Sill,  Speight, 
I^hard  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanbery,  Standefer,  Suther- 
land, Swann,  Swift,  TaBaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  W.  Thomp- 
son, Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vinton, 
Wa^ington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  WickHffe,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Wingate,  Tancey 114. 


NAYS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell,  Beekman,  Buchanan,  Burges, 
Butman,  Cahoon,  Campbell,  Childs,  Chilton,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Condict,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crockett,  Creigh- 
ton,  Crowninshieldf  De berry,  De  Witt,  Doddridge,  Dor- 
sey,  Drayton,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Gilmore,  Gorham,  Green,  Gren- 
nell,  Gurley,  Hawkins,  Hinds,  Holland,  Howard,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  Ing^rsoll,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Jennings,  Johns,  Kendall, 
Kincaid,.  Perkins  King,  Leavitt,  Leiper,  Lewis,  Martin* 
dale,  McCreery,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Norton,  Overton, 
Pettis»  Pierson,  Polk,  Randolph,  Russel,  Sanford,  Shields, 
Semmes,  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Henry  R.  Storrs, 
William  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance, 
Whittlesey,  C.  P.  White,  Edward D.  White,  Youne.—BO. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted,  in  the  words  following: 

**Iie8olved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Expen- 
ditures be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  report  to 
this  House  a  bill  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Sergeant^t-arms  of  the  House  of  Re* 
presentatives,  with  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster  General,  at 
the  end  of  every  session,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  nearly 
as.  possible,  of  the  actual  distance  (in  a  direct  line)  of  the 
residence  of  each  member  of  the  Senate,  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  Delegate  of  a  Territory,  from  the  seat 
of  G«vemment;  and  that  the  mileage  of  members  of  Con- 
gress be  computed,  and  their  accounts  for  travelling  be 
settled,  according  to  such  estimate." 

Mr.  VANCE  and  Mr.  BATES  both  wished  to  propose 
furtlier  Amendments;  but  they  were  declared  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Tliat  proposed  by  Mr.  Vawcb  was  as  follows:  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  tlie  House  of 
Representatives  be  directed  to  publish,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  Congress,  in  two  of  the  public  newspapers 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  a  statement  of  the  mileage  as 
charged  by  the  members  of  their  respective  bodies. 

The  SPEAKER  was  stating  how  the  gentlemen  refer- 
red to  could  get  at  their  object,  when 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  address  the  House;  but  the 
SPEAKER  said  the  hour  for  morninp^  business  had  ex- 
pired^ and  the  subject  must  pass  over  for  the  present. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  then  announced;  when 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  that  the^  be  postponed,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  '*  for  the  relief  of  certain 
insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States;"  he  said  it  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  he  hoped  the  motion 
might  prevail. 

Mr.  MERCER  regretted  that  he  should  be  obliged  to 
oppose  the  motion;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Mon- 
roe had  been  made  the  special  order  of  the  day,  and  he 
wished  it  to  be  taken  up,  and,  if  possible, finally  disposed 
of  to-day. 

^  CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day  was  ne- 
gatived; and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Fiks- 
LAT  in  the  cluur,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  «*for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe" — the  question  be- 
ing on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Chiltov  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  bill. 

When  the  bill  jiras  last  before  the  committee,  Mr. 
CHILTON* moved  an  adjournment,  and  was  therefore  en* 
titled  to  the  floor  to-day;  but  he  declined  speaking  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  SPENCER  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and,.in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  vindicated  the  citi- 
zens of  ^e  city  of  New  York  ih  the  course  they  had 
taken  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  Mr.  Monroe's 
benefit. 

Mr.  COKE  and  Mr.  BURGES  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
claim. 
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Mr.  IHRIE,  of  Pennsylvania,  said:  If  I  were  on  this 
occasion  to  give  way  to  my  individual  feelings,  and  per- 
mitted myself  to  be  under  their  control,  I  should  certainly 
support  the  claim  of  the  p  etitioner.  No  gentleman  upon 
this  floor  estimates  the  character  and  services  of  Hr. 
Monroe  more  highly  th^n  I  do;  and  if  it  were  possible  to 
persuade  myself  to  doubt  upon  this  question,  I  would 
freely,  and  without  hentation,  g^ve  my  Yote  in  favor  of 
the  biU.  But  I  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  satisfy  myself 
with  regard  to  it9  propriety,  and  the  conclusion  to  which 
I  have  arrived  ha]i  been  to  myself  a  subject  of  regret. 
Sir,  it  is  a  painful  subject.  That  a  citizen  upon  whom  all 
^e  honors 'of  the  republic  have  been  bestowed,  who  has 
reaped  the  rich  harvest  of  rewards — whose  fame  and 
name  stand  identified  with  the  glory  and  past  history  of 
lus  country — ^that  such  a  man,  in  the  evening  of  his  day, 
should  be  impressed  with  a  belief  that  his  country  is 
ungrateful  or  unjust,  is  indeed  a  circumstance  much  to  be 
regretted.  In  the  investigation  of  such  questions,  how- 
ever, we  are  not  permitted  to  yield  to  our  cympatliies^ 
nor  indulge  in  personal  predilection — there  are  other 
considerations  of  a  g^ver  character,  which  must  guide  us 
in  the  course  we  ougiit  to  pursue. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  claim,  for 
obvious  reasons,  I  have  confined  myself  principally  to 
the  memorial  of  Mr.  Monroe  himself,  which  was  laid 
upon  our  tables  during  the  present  session,  and  I  think  it 
is  fairly  embraced  under  the  following  items:  First.  For 
additional  expenses  in  the  employment  of  several  assistant 
secretaries  during  his  mission  to  France,  in  tiie  year  1794, 
the  rent  of  a  house  for  their  service,  and  other  accom- 
modations. Second.  For  extraordinary  expenses  in 
England  and  France,  aming  from  his  detention  there. 
Third.  For  losses  sustained  in  the  purchase  of  a  house 
in  Paris.  Fourth.  For  gratuities  to  the  citizens  of  Paris, 
and  for  assistance  extended  to  American  citizens  then  in 
France,  who  made  appeals  to  his  generosity  during  his 
xxussion  there.  Fifth.  For  compensation  in  negotiating 
certain  loans  during  the  last  war,  whilst  Secretary  of 
War;  and,  la«tly>  interest  upon  all  these  items,  to  the 
present  period. 

In  the  memorial  just  referred  to,  Mr.  Monroe  puts' his 
claim  upon  the  ground  that  the  Government  is  in  his  debt, 
and,  io  submitting  it  to  your  consideration,  he  expressly 
solicits  no  indulgence  or  favor.  Sir,  if  the  claim  be 
proved  a  debt  due,  I  apprehend  no  one  here. pretends  to 
doubt  but  that  it  should  be  paid;  and  whether  it  be  a  debt 
or  not,  appears  to  me  the  only  inquiry  necessary  or 
proper  for  us  to  make.  By  a  reference  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  Congress,  in  1826,  which  was  raised 
upon  a  claim  at  that  time  presented  by  Mr.  Monroe,  it 
will  be  perceived  that  an  allowance  was  then  made,  for 
two  of  the  items  composing  the  present  claim,  viz.  For 
contingent  expenses  of  the  mission  to  France,  from  the 
Ist  of  August,  1794,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1797,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars 
and  eighty -five  cents,  that  being  the  average  allowance  to 
all  the  American  ministers  in  France,  deducting  one 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  previously  received;  and  for  ex- 
traordinary expenses  incurred  by  Mr.  Monroe's  detention 
in  England,  by  direction  of  his  Government,  for  the  space 
of  two  years  and  four  months,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  together  with  interest  upon  both 
items  from  the  3d  of  December^  1810,  to  the  3d  of 
December,  1825.  The  action  of  this  House,  then,  hav- 
ing been  already  obtained,  witii  regard  to  two  Of  the 
items  before  enumerated,  and  now  again  presented,  and 
the  money  having  been  paid,  I  consider  that,  with  respect 
to  them,  the^  account  is  closed,  and  therefore,  in  the  few 
remarks  which  I  propose  to  submit,  I  will  confine  myself 
to  the  three  remaining  items  of  tiie  demand. 

It  is  not  pretended  by  any  one  in  favor  of  this  bill, 
that  Mr.  Monroe  had  any  instructions  from  his  Govern- 


ment to  purchase  a  house  in  Paris.  The  course  thus  by 
him  pursued,  is  placed  upon  the  grounds  of  expediency 
and  of  sound  policy.  I  assume  it  for  granted,  therefore, 
that  no  such  instructions  were,  in  fact,  given;  and  that 
the  Government  was  not  privy  to  the  purchase.  Sir,  in 
a  step  so  extraordinary,  I  would  suppose  that  sone  pre- 
vious, intimation,  at  least,  should  have  been  given  to  his 
Government,  and  the  necessity  or  policy  of  the  meuore 
explained.  I  have  searched,  in  vain,  for  evidence  upon 
this  subject.  There  is  none  upon  your  records;  and  it  ii, 
therefore,  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  of  that  de- 
scription, I  hold  it  incumbent  on  the  friends  of  this 
claim  to  satisfy  us  that  the  measure  was,  at  least,  expe- 
dient. Indeed,  I  tiiink,  under  all  the  circumstancea,  the 
ei^ediency  of  the  measure  should  be  apparent.  The 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  in  France,  shortly  after  his 
recognition  by  the  then  existing  Government,  proffered 
to  Mr.  Monroe  a  national  house  for  his  accommodation, 
which  he  declined  to  receive,  because  of  that  clause  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  which  forbade  him 
to  accept  any  present  or  emolument  from  a  foreign 
Power;  and,  for  fear  this  refusal  on  his  part  might  be 
misinterpreted,  it  is  said  he  purchased  the  properly  in 
question.  Sir,  I  cannot,  perceive,  notwitiistanding  all 
that  has  been  spoken  and  proved  upon  this  subject,  that 
there  existed  any  reasonable  g^und  for  this  apprehension. 
Mr.  Monroe  had  assigned  the  true  and  substantial  reason 
for  this  refusal,  and  doubtless  the  reason  thus  assigned,  in 
the  opinion  of  tlie  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  was  en- 
tirely satisfactory,  as  it  certainly  was  conclusive.  The 
citizens  of  Franpe,  I  cannot  believe,  could  expect,  that,  in 
any  transaction  with  their  Government,  he  should  violate 
the  constitution  of  his  own  country.  There  is,  therefore, 
in  my  humble  apprehension,  no  soundness  in  the  argu- 
me  tit;  there  was  no  reasonable  cause  to  fear  the  displeasure 
of  the  French  Governm.ent. 

1  do  not  profess,  sir,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
course  usually  adopted  by    this  Government  witli  oui 
foreign  ministers,  in  regard  to  their  residence.    But  I 
cannot  understand  why  Government  should  at  all  inte^ 
fere.     Are  not  our  ministers  in  this  respect  free  agents' 
and  iait'not  reasonable  they  should  be^    A  mansion  or 
a  situation  that  would  be  agreeable  to  one,  might  not 
perhaps  please  another.     One  may  prefer  the  quiet  and 
seclusion  of  the  country,  another  the  bustle  and  life  of  a 
gay  metropolis.     One  may  prefer  to  live  a  plain  republi- 
can, another  to  compete  with  the  wealthy  in  the  glitter 
of  his  equipage.     Whatever  the  inclination  in  this  respect 
may  be.  Government,  I  apprehend,  does  not  interfere.    I 
do  not  suppose,  nor  do  I  desire  to  insinuate,  that  Mr. 
Monroe  was  unnecessarily  extravagant.     1  desire  merely 
to  show  how  very  idle,  nay,  how  very  inconvenient  it  would 
prove,   if  Government  should  undertake  to  control  its 
ministers  in  the  selection  of  a  residencfc-     Sir,  if  it  should 
proceed  so  far,  it  might  as  well  go  farther^  and,  beside* 
selecting  a  residence,  also  control  the  expenditure  of  an 
outfit  or  a.  salary.     Indeed,  all  that  Government  reason- 
ably can  require  df  its  ministers,  is  an  upright  and  vigi- 
lant discharge  of  their  functions;  that  being  accomplished, 
it  will  not  stop  to  inquire  where,  or  how  they  live— 
whether  in  a  hut  or  ji  palace.  * 

But  I  am  wandering  from  the  true  point  before  me.  It 
is  said,  however,  that  the  purchase  of  a  house  assisted  in 
giving  the  appearance  of  permanency  to  our  amicable 
relations  witii  the  French  republic.  Sir,  I  cannot  think 
so,  unless  tiie  Committee  of  Public  Safety  were  verj' easily 
convinced  upon  that  subject,  as  they  assuredly  must  have 
been  if  the  mere  purchase  of  property  could  induce 
such  a  belief.  In  reality,  I  cannot  perceive  what  possible 
materia]  difference  there  could  be  with  the  French  Go- 
vernment, whether  your  minister's  abode  was  in  a  rented 
mansion,  for  a  term  of  years  merely,  or  upon  a  purchased 
estate,  at  any  time,  at  iJl  times  easUy  sold. 
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It  is  contended,  I  am  aware,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  at  the 
time  he  made  tlie  purchase,  intended  it  for  the  use  of  the 
GoremmeRt  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  purchase 
was  in&de  with  a  view  of  making  it  the  future  residence 
of  our  ministers  to  France.  Su-,  I  do  not  in  the  least 
doubt  but  that  such  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
because  he  says  so  now,  and  so  declared  it  at  that  period. 
But  to  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
documents  upon  your  table  on  th'is  subject,  it  will  appear 
manifest,  that  if  such  was  tlie  intention  of  Mr.  Monroe 
at  the  period  of  the  purchase,  that  intention,  beyond  all 
doubt,  was  abandoned  subsequently.  Indeed,  any  other 
construction  would  place  Mr.  Monroe  in  a  singular,  per- 
haps unfavorable,  attitude.         ^ 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  intention  of  offering  it  to  the  Go- 
vernment was  abandoned  certainly,  because  Mr.  Monroe, 
before  he  left  France,  again  disposed  of  it  without  con* 
suiting  his  Government.  He  sold  it  for  a  price  beyond 
the  original  purchase  money,  with  its  interest  and  repairs 
superadded.  He  made  the  contract  of  purchase,  as  also 
that  of  sale,  without  consultation  with  his  Government; 
and,  besides  all,  if  further  proof  were  necessary,  he  put 
the  money  (fifty  thousand  livrcs^  paid  to  him  on  account 
of  the  sale,  into  his  private  funos,  and  applied  it  to  his 
pri%*ate  purposes. 

It  is  true  a  loss  was  afterwards  sustained,  in  the  failure 
to  recover  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money  from  his 
vendee,  in  consequence,  as  it  was  alleged,  of  a  defect  in 
the  title.  Sir,  it  was  not  the  error  of  this  Government, 
that  Mr.  Monroe  purcliased  a  defective  title,  and  its  evil 
consequences  ougiit  not,  therefore,  to  fall  upon  it,  not- 
withstanding the  intention  manifested  in  the  purchase, 
when  all  intention  to  apply  it  td  national  purposes  was 
afterwards  abandoned.  It  would,  mdeed,  produce  a 
singular  state  of  affairs,  that  any  foreign  minister  should 
be  at  liberty  to  pnrchase  property,  and  make  his  Govern- 
ment responsible  only  when  a  loss  is  sustained.  To  what 
extent  such  a  privilege  might  be  abused,  it  is  needless  to 
S2j:  one  result  would  follow,  generally;  the  Government 
would  certainly  have  all  the  losses  to  sustain,  without  a 
corresponding  chance  for  the  gains  of  the  speculation. 

I  conmder,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  this  trans- 
action there  was  no  manner  of  benefit  derived  to  the 
United  States.  That  this  Government  was  in  nowise  con- 
sulted with  regard  to  that  measure,  and  had  given  no  in> 
structions  concerning  it;  and,  as  it  could  not  under  the 
circumstances  be  a  gainer,so  it  should  not  be  made  the  loser, 
and  particularly,  because  Mr.  Monroe,  with  whatever  in- 
tention or  design  he  may  have  made  the  purchase  origi- 
nally, beyond  a  doubt  in  this  respect  changed  his  mind, 
finally  considering  it  as  a  part  of  his  private  estate,  and  as 
such  disposed  of  it. 

The  second  item  of  the  claim  is  founded  upon  certain 
gratuities  or  donations  to  the  people  of  Paris,  as  also  for 
advancements  made  to  citizens  of  America  then  in  France, 
and  who  in  their  distress  made 'appeals  to  his  generosity. 
Mr.  Chairman,  doubtless  this  strikes  you,  as  I  think  it  must 
every  other  member  of  tl lis  committee,  as  being,  at  least,  a 
very  novel  claim.  I  am  persuaded  there  is  no  one  here  wil- 
ling to  urge  it  as  a  debt  which  the  Government,  upon  any 
acknowledged  principles,  is  bound  to  discharge.  Then 
I  would  inquire  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, [Mr.  MxBcsB,]  who  have  made  it  a  part  of  their 
report,  to  show  under  what  obligation  the  United  States 
can  possibly  be  to  assume  the  payment  of  this  claim. 

True,  it  is  in  itself  not  verj^  large,  and  by  some,*  there- 
fore, may  be  considered  as  unimportant;  but  still  the  ques- 
tion recurs,  upon  what  principles  is  the  claim  to  be  sus- 
tained?  Sir,  I  will  not  consiaer  whether  the  objects  of 
this  charity  were  meritorious  or  otherwise;  perhaps,  if  I 
were  so  disposed,  the  means  for  examination  would  be 
wanting.  But,  taking  it  as  conceded  that  Mr.  Monroe 
was  in  this  respect  triuy  benevolent  and  charitable,  and  I 
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do  not  doubt  but  he  was,  I  Vould  inquire  whetlier,  in  so 
doing,  he  looked  for  any  other  reward  than  that  reward 
which  he  doubtless  received  and  yet  enjoys.  Sir,  when 
vour  minister  is  disposed  to  become  the  dispenser  of  alms, 
he  acts  without  the  pale  of  his  ministerial  functions.  It 
forms  no  part  of  his  public  duty.  He  may,  perhaps,  ima- 
gine that  such  conduct  may  exert  a  beneficial  influence 
upon  the  interests  of  his  country,  yet,  as  he  is  not  de- 
spatched for  the  purpose  of  distributing  his  chsrities,  the 
Government  therefore  cannot  be  made  responmble. 

I  wish  not  to  detract  from  the  course  thus  pursued  by 
Mr.  Monroe;  he  was  a  benevolent  man,  and  such  conduct 
is  worthy  of  imitation;  but  as  these  acts  of  his  ^nerosity 
were  inoividual  in  their  character,  as  the  donations  eroa* 
nated  solely  from  the  purity  and  excellence  of  his  heart, 
I  feel  persuaded,  in  our  legislative.character,  we  ought  not, 
as  I  am  convinced  in  reality  we  cannot  add  to  his  reward. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  delicate  subject,  and  I 
pass,  without  sa3dng  any  thing  more,  to  a  more  important 
item  of  this  claim — an  item  which,  exclusive  of  interest,  is 
put  down  tit  $25,000: 1  allude  to  the  compensation  for  loans 
nep^tiated  by  Mr.  Monroe  during  the  last  war,  whilst  of- 
ficiating as  Secretary  of  War.     Sir,  it  was  truly  said  by 
an  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  during  this 
debate,  [Mr.  Williams,]  that  for  many  years  past  the 
financial  situation  of  this  country  has  been  unembarrassed, 
ajid  perfectly  adequate  to  all  its  engagements;  and  hence 
it  appears  to  me  not  a  little  remarkable  that  tliis  item,  im- 
portant in  all  its  aspects,  has  not  been  presented  before. 
I  have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  examine  minutely  into 
the  accounts  heretofore  settled  with  Mr.  Monroe,  nor  liave 
I  searched  for  any  other  evidence  than  that  furnished  by 
the  two  very  respectable  and  intelligent  coiAmittees  to 
whom  these  subjects  have  been  referred.     From  the  re- 
ports,  however,  upon  your  table,  I  perceive  that  Mr. 
Monroe  was  Secretary  of  State  from  the  1st  April,  1811, 
to  the  30th  September,  1814,  three  years  and  six  months, 
at  $5,000  per  annum,  during  which  he  received  from  the 
public  treasury  the  sum  of  |l7,500;  that  he  was  Secretary 
of  War  from  October  1,  1814,  to  February  28,  1815,  five 
months,  at  $4,500  per  annum,   and  received  for  salary 
$1,875;  and  that  he  was  again  Secretary  of  SUte  from  1st 
March,  1815,  to  3d  March,  1817,  two  years  and  three 
days,  at  a  salary  of  5,000  dollars  ^r  annum,  and  received 
$10,041  65,  a  sum  altogether  amoihiting,  by  way  of  salary, 
to  $29,416  65  for  a  period  of  five  years  eleven  montlis 
and  three  days'  service. 

It  is  nuinifest,  theretbre,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  for  the  period 
when  these  loans  were  negotiated,  received  his  legal  com- 
pensation hy  way  of  salary.  The  service  in  question  was 
rendered  wiUiin  the  period  I  have  mentioned.  He  has, 
therefore,  received  the  legal  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices, the  amount  afiixed  by  law,  and  for  which  he  under- 
took the  service  with  all  its  burdens.  The  duty  having 
thus  been  performed,  and  the  salary  received,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  then,  the  contract  was  terminated. 
Does  it  not  follow,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
claim  now  under  consideration  is  a  demand  for  an  extra 
compensation^  In  plain  terms,  you  are  asked  to  make  an 
extra  allowance  for  services  performed,  to  compensate 
which  there  was  a  fixed  salary,  amply  sufficient  for  all  the 
labor  bestowed.  I  saf,  sir,  ample,  because  I  am  yet  to 
hear  that  it  is  considered  otherwise. 

I  should  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  doing  justice  to  thisol4 
and  faithful  servant  of  the  republic,  if  I  did  not  con- 
cede he  rendered  eminent  services  for  bis  country.  His 
history  is  our  history;  but  while  speaking  of  these  services^ 
what  more  to  his  praise  can  be  said,  than  that  he  discharg- 
ed the  duties  of  the  varied  situations  which  he  filled  with 
fidelity?  Sir,  can  you  bestow  a  higher  eulogium  upon 
any  man,  than  to  say  he  retired  from  every  public  situation 
which  he  held,  taking  with  him  an  irreproachable  fame, 
together  with  the  approbation  of  his  country  ?  Sir,  I  grant 
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he  rendered  important  senricest  and  discharged  his  duty 
faithfully;  but,  for  lo  doing,  I  do  not  consider  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  under  any  obligation  to  make  him  mi  extra 
allowance.  If  it  be,  then  every  other  officer  of  the 
Government,  whether  he  be  found  in  the  navy  or  the  army, 
or  upon  your  civil  list,  who  has  rendered  faithful  service, 
is  also  entitled. 

That  there  are  such,  yon,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  allow:  a 
list  of  such  could  soon  be  made  out.  Sir,  upon  that  prin- 
ciple,  in  the  very  number  of  witnesses  who,  on  this  oooa- 
slon,  liave  testified  to  the  services  perforn\ed  by  the  ex- 
Premdent,  without  going  further,  you  would  find  objects 
for  your  bounty.  Men,  it  is  true,  who  performed  an  hum- 
bler, but  at  the  same  time  not  the  less  necessary  task,  but 


who  are  on  this  as  on  evei^  similar  occasion,  too  frequently  the  most  important  view  of  this  subject.    You  know,  bit, 


interest  if  to  be  allowed  also.  Certainly  not  one  of  the 
gentlemen  has  eondescerided  to  show  qs  upon  what 
principle  this  is  to  be  effected.  Interest,  it  is  true,  usually 
follows  a  debt,  and  is  given  by  way  of  damages  for  ita  de- 
tention. But,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  cmi  be  no  debt  out- 
standing, where  all  has  been  proved  paid  according  to 
agreement.  It  is  true,  also,  tbiat  when  a  payment  is  with- 
held illegally  or  unjusUy,  interest  should  follow  by  way  of 
recompense.  But  gentlemen  fail  in  the  outset  of  tbdr 
argument  9  the  foundation  is  not  laid,  and  you  cannot  add 
the  superstructure.  They  must  establish  an  indebtednesi 
first,  before  they  can  set  up  s  claim  for  interest;  but  in 
their  attempts  at  this  they  have  entirely  fuled. 

I  pass,  however,  Mr.  C  Wurman,  to  another,  and  perba|>» 


overlooked  or  forgtftten  m  tlie  honors  and  triumph  which 
awsit  only  the  few. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  all  who  hear  mr, 
whether  a  precedent  such  as  we  are  asked  on  this  occasion 
to  constitute,  is  consistent  with  a  sound  policy.  In  effect 
it  would  be  holding  oat  salaries  to  men  as  mducements 
merely  to  accept  a  trust,  and  then  to  pay  them  besides  for 
doing  their  duty.  There  is  no  obligation  upon  any  one  to 
undertake  these  responsibilities;  but,  when  he  does  so,  he 
is  under  a  moral  as  well  as  legal  obligation  to  discharge 
the  duties  thereof  with  fidelity.  Such  were  the  responsi- 
bilities in  the  present  instance.  For  this  duty  he  has  been 
Eaid,  and,  I  think,  well  paid.  He  has  received  all  to  which 
e  was  entitled  by  the  contract.  I  cannot  perceive,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  under  a  legal  or  a  moral  obligation  to  pav  any 
more.  There  is,  in  fact^  no  indebtedness  established, 
which  alone  could  bind  us. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  fthow  that,  upon  principles 
of  legal  liability,  the  Government  owes  Mr.  Monroe  no- 
thing} and  it  becomes  me  now  to  consider  whether  we  can 
with  propriety  liquidate  this  claim  upon  any  other  ground. 
As  a  donation,  nothing  is  desired:  Mr.  Monroe  asks  *<  for 
nothin?  which  is  not  strictly  due  on  sound  principles,  and 
which  nis  country  shall,  on  full  consideration  anA  unques- 
tionable evidence,  think  that  it  owes  it  to  itself  to  allow 
him.''  Nevertheless,  as  an  individual,  I  have  every  dispo- 
sition to  fiivor  the  iq) plication;  but,  in  doing  so,  I  very  much 
doubt  my  authority  to  do  it  by  any  means  not  my  own. 
Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  that  we  have  the  right  to  be 
generous  at  the  expense  of  others.  If  I  were  asked  the 
question,  upon  what  principle  the  gratuity  was  to  be  made, 
I  should  not  be  enabled  to  answer;  I  speak  with  reference 
to  the  duties  we  are  delegated  to  perform. 

I  am  acquainted  with  no  principle  consistent  with  our 
duties  as  legislators,  that  will  authorize  the  members  of 
this  House  to  lay  their  hands  upon  the  public  treasury  for 
purposes  of  this  kind.  It  is,  indeed,  no  part  of  the  busi- 
ness, to  transact  which  we  are  delegated.  But,  sir,  aside 
from  these  considerations,  I  ask  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  Vhe- 
ther,  in  paying  this  very  large  sum  of  money,  we  should  be 
doing  justice.  Are  there  not  others  whose  claims  are 
equally  pressing,  and  who  have  not  been  so  well  provided 
for  as  Mr.  Monroe }  Are  there  not  other  men  who  also 
fought  and  bled  for  their  country?  Men  who  spent  their 
youth  and  fortune  and  strength  in  her  cause?  Let  me  ask, 
have  you  paid  these  men  the  debt  you  owe  them?  Have 
you  paid  your  revolutionary  army?  Sir,  these  men,  the 
patriots  of  other  days,  have  not  yet  been  paid;  this  debt  of 
honor,  of  gratitude,  and  of  contract,  still  remains  open 
ag^nst  you.  How  often  is  it  that  the  venerable  patriot  of 
the  revolution  is  seen  lingering  about  your  doors;  and  how 
often  is  he  turned  away,  with  re^et  I  say  it,  not  with  his 
honest  dues  in  his  pocket,  but  with  a  heavy  heart,  to  re- 
flect upon  his  services,  and  the  injustice  and  ingratitude  of 
his  country,  to  live  in  penury,  and  die  a  beggar. 

But  admitting,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  you  are  willing  to  pay 
this  claim,  I  am  at  a  total  loss  to  conceive  upon  what  grou  nd 


that,  in  the  year  1826,  Mr.  Monroe  mwle  an  application  liin- 
ilar  in  many  respects  to  the  present,  consisting  of  various 
items,  some  of  which  are  again  to  be  found  in  the  demand 
before  us,  and  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $33,570.  A  very 
able  committee  was  appointed,  who  made  a  report,  making 
some  reduction  in  the  amount,  but  still  allowing  for  all 
the  items  of  that  claim,  save  one.  I  think  they  reported 
as  being  due  to  Mr.  Monroe  the  sum  of  }  15,533  35,  to- 
gether withinter^t  from  3d  December,  1810.  It  may 
not  be  necessary  that  I  should  here  state  the  progress  of 
that  bill  to  its  final  passage.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  to  the 
amount  thus  reported  was  superadded  the  interest  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  tliereby  swelling  the  sum  reported 
as  being  due  by  the  committee  to  (29,513. 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  greater  -sum  was  finaHf 
allowed  than  the  principal  of  Mr.  Monroe's  claim  at  th«t 
day  amounted  to.  This  doubtless  was  done  fromadiv 
position  alike  honorable  to  Congress  ts  it  was  generous 
towards  Mr.  Monroe.  In  doing  so,  howiever.  Congress 
deemed  it  proper  to  impose  terms;  and,  with  a  dcsare  that 
this  committee  may  fairly  comprehend  me,  1  ask  }ou, 
sir,  that  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  the  year  1826  for 
the  relief  of  Mr.  Monroe  be  read. 

[Here  the  Clerk  read  read  as  follows:] 

•  •  Be  it  cnaded  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  JRepmentciita 
of  ike  United  States  of  America  in  Congrea  atremM 
That.the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  required  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  James 
Monroe,  out  of  any  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  treasury* 
the  sum  of  twenty-nine  thousand  five  hundredand  thirteen 
dollars,  in  full  of  all  demands  whatever  against  the  United 
Stotes.*' 

Mr.  IHRIE  resumed.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot 
perceive  upon  what  principle  we  can  again  be  called  upon 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  without  violating  our  own  de« 
liberate  act.  The  money  was  voted,  and  it  was  received, 
and,  in  the  spirit  and  ver)*  letter  of  the  law,  was  intended 
as  a  final  adjustment  of  all  Mr.  Monroe's  demands.  Sir, 
in  a  court  of  justice,  the  Government  might,  if  disposed, 
plead  a  former  recovery  with  some  propriety?  at  any 
rate,  upon  whatever  principle  you  may  desire  to  place  it, 
the  plain  rule  of  ordinary  life  should  hold,  that  a  debt 
or  a  claim,  or  by  whatever  name  you  may  please  to  call  it, 
being  once  settled  and  paid,  should  be  permitted  to  rest. 
It  is  not  equitable  that  the  Government  should  again  and 
again  be  called  upon  to  account,  particularly  after  a  fin^ 
adjustment,  to  tlie  terms  of  which  tiie  parties  interested 
have  acceded. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  thus  briefly  passed  through  this 
subject.  I  feci  it  my  duty  to  give  my  vote  against  this  ap* 
plication,  in  whatever  form  it  may  present  itself;  a  duty,  sir, 
by  no  means  in  accordance  with  my  wishes.  Sir,  I  vould 
1  could  conscientiously  give  my  voice  in  fiivor  of  the  vcn^ 
rable  patriot  whose  life  and  reputation  I  have  tlvsv* 
been  taught  to  esteem;  i  should  deem  it  a  pleasure,  v'bicb 
I  hope  ever  to  enjoy,  in  contributing  my  feeble  efforts  to 
the  benefit  of  those  who  sustained  this  republic  in  the 
hour  of  her  need.     But  I  cannot  permit  my  inclinations 
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to  sway  my  judgement;  I  cannot  consent  to  give  to  one, 
tnd  withhold  from  another;  I  wish  my  country  to  be  just 
before  she  is  {^nerous. 

Mr.  MERCER  rose,  and,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  re- 
plied to  the  arguments  of  those  gentlemen  who  luid  op- 
posed the  bill.  In  conclusion,  he  handed  to  the  chair  the 
following,  which,  he  said,  if  the  motion  now  before  tlie 
House  should  not  succeed,  he  should  ofier  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill: 

*'  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  adjust  and  settle 
the  accounts  and  claims  of  James  Monroe,  late  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice, 
sobject  to  the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

**Jnd  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  so  soon  as  it  shall  have 
been  ascertained  and  determined,  in  manner  aforesaid, 
that  any  sum  of  money  is  due  to  the  said  James  Mon- 
roe, such  sum  shall  be  paid  him  out  of  any  money  in  tlie 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.** 

The  proposed  amendment  was  read  by  the  Clerk;  when 

The  question  was  put  on  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause,  (to  destroy  the  bill,)  and  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmatire— yeas  78,  nays  67. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  prog^ss. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALSTON,  it  was  ordered  that  when 
the  House  adjourns^  it  do  adjourn  to  Monday  next — 66 
to  57. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

MOHDAT,  JaHUART  17. 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal  of  Tuesday,  Mr* 
HAYNES  submittedthe  ipUowmf  resolution: 

Ruobei,  That,  duxing  the  argument  of  counael  in  the 
impeachment  now  pending  in  the  Senate  againft  James  H. 
Peck,  district  judf^e  of  MisMuri,  this  Houee  will,  from 
<ia7  to  day,  resMve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  attend  the  same^  and  that 
the  Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate  tlierewith. 

Mr.  HAYNES  Mud  that  it  was  understood  that,  upon  the 
opening  of  the  high  court  of  impeachment  to-day,  the 
uipiments  of  counsel  would  commence.  He  thought  it 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  attend  during  the  argumenU; 
and  with  that  view  he  had  submitted  the  resolution. 
.  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  sumsted  the  propriety  of  amend- 
ing the  resolution,  by  adding  to  it  the  tollpwing  words: 
"and  that  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  House  shall  be  11 
o'clock  after  this  day." 

Mr.  HAYNES  accepted  the  amendment  as  a  modification 
of  bis  resolution. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  moved  so  to  amend  the  resolution 
u  that  the  House  should  attend  for  this  day  only. 

This  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  PETTIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution;  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

The  question  bemg  then  put  on  iU  adoption,  it  was  de- 
<^ided  in  the  affirmative—yeas  89,  nays  74. 

FUEL  FOR  THE  POOR  OF  THE  CITY. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  consent  of  the  House  to  suspend 
the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  present  for  instant  considera- 
hon  a  resolution  which  would  lose  half  its  efficacy  by  a 
few  hours'  postponement.  The  object  of  it  was  to  eivc 
o«t  of  the  surplus  wood  now  rotting  in  the  yard,  forty 
corda  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  sufTering  poor  of  the 
c'ty,  some  of  whom  might  be  seen  from  the  windows  of 
the  Capitol,  burning  their  garden  fences  to  susUin  them 
Jgjinst  an  unparalleled  snow  storm.  Mr.  D.  then  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution: 

lUiobfed,  That  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  this  House  in- 
lorai  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  this  city  that  they 


have  leave  to  take  from  the  surplus  wood  in  the  yard  at- 
tached to  this  House '•  cords  of  wood,  if  so  much  be 

Accessary,  for  immediate  distribution  among  the  suffering 
poor  of  the  city. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  CARSON  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  so  as  that  the 
House  should  now  consider  the  resi^ution. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  motion;  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  suspension  of  the  rule, 
it  was  decided  in  the  amrmative — 110  to  49. 

The  Clerk  then  read  a  letter  which  the  Speaker  had 
received  this  morning  fi*om  George  Watterston,  Esq.  on 
the  subject,  in  which  he  stated  several  cases  of  suffering 
which  had  occurred  in  the  city,  and  the  great  necessity 
there  was  for  Congress  to  take  into  their  consideration 
the  expediency  of  appropriating  some  of  the  surplus 
wood  in  the  capitol  yard  for  the  relief  of  the  suflfering  poor. 

Mr.  DAVli^,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
in  the  resolution  witli  tlie  word  forty,  and  it  was  determin- 
ed in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  tlien  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
solution, 

Mr.  TITCKBR,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  it.  He  sadd 
that  Congress  had  no  right  to  give  away  the  public  money 
for  such  purposes.  If  it  were  proposed  to  ^t  up  a  sub- 
scription for  supplying  the  poor  of  the  city  with  wood,  he 
would  cheerfully  subscribe  his  share,  and  ^would  freely 
exert  himself  to  procure  fifty  cords,  if  necessary.  He 
had  always  voted  against  similar  propositions — ^and  he  did 
it  on  principle.  He  referred  to  several  acts  of  legists tion, 
by  which  the  public  money  had  been  voted  away  for  pri« 
vate  purposes,  and  said  that  it  had  been  asserted  that  those 
who  had  voted  against  such  appropriations  had  been  con- 
demned) but  those  who  had  taken  it  upon  themselves 
thus  to  condemn,  had  never  looked  upon  the  matter  in  a 
proper  light.  Ue  agun  stated  that  he  should  be  willing 
to  unite  with  gentlemen  in  raising  fifty  or  even  seventy 
cords  of  wood  for  the  poor  of  the  citpr,  by  subscription; 
but  he  could  not  consent  to  an  appropriation  of  the  public 
money  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  sud  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
House  was  prepared  to  vote  on  the  proposition  before  it| 
and,  as  he  considered  it  useless  to  consuiqife  time  in  de- 
bating the  resolution,  he  should  demand  the  previous 
question. 

The  House  having  sustained  the  demand,  the  Question 
occurred,  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?'*  and  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ITTCKER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  adoption,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  die  Senate,  ac- 
quainting the  House  that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a 
high  court  of  impeachment  for  the  trial  of  Judge  James 
H.  Peck.] 

Bfr.  POLK  asked  if  the  House  should  not  now,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolution  adopted  this  morning,  proceed 
to  the  Senate,  lliat  body  was  probably  watting  for  the 
attendance  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  the  House  must  determine  for 
itself  as  to  what  course  it  would  at  this  time  pursue. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  now  before  it,  before 
proceeding  to  the  Senate  chamber. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  inquired  if  it  were  not  proper  for  the 
House,  after  the  message  just  received,  now  to  proceed 
to  the  Senate  chamber. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  question  must  be  left  with  the 
House  to  decide. 

Mr.  POLK  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table; 
the  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  count. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiTef  at  follows: 
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YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
No^es  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor, 
Beekman,  BeU,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Borst,  Brown,  Bur- 
g-es,  Butman,  Gaboon,  Cambreleng,  CampbeU,  Carson, 
Chilton,  Clay,  Clark,  Coleman,  Conner,  Cooper,  Coulter, 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creigrhton,  Croche- 
ron,  Crowninshield,  John  Davis,  W.  R.  Davis,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Drayton,  Dwight, 
Eager,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joslma  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward, 
Gilmore,  Gorham,  Green,  Grennell,  Gurley^  Hawkins, 
Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hodges,  Holland^  Howard,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Thomas  Irwin,  Wil- 
liam W.  Irvin,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  Johns,  R.  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  A.  King,  Lei- 
per,  Lent,  Lewis,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Lewis  Mjixwell, 
McCreery,  McDufiie,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monell, 
Muhlenberg",  Norton,  Overton,  Patton,  Pearce,  Pettis, 
PiersoD,  Potter,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rose,  Riissel, 
Scott,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Semmcs,  Sill,  R.  Smith,  Spencer,  Stanbery,  W.  L.  Storrs, 
Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Var- 
num,  Yerpknck,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  Campbell  P. 
White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wilde,  WUson,  Wingate, 
Young. — 136. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  An^el,  Arm- 
strong, Barringer,  James  Blair,  Bockee,  Bpuldin,  Brod- 
head.  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Cowles,  Davenport,  Desha, 
De  Witt,  Earll,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Hal- 
sey,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hoffman,  Hubbard, 
Perkins  King,  LAmar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Loyall, 
Martindale,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Mclntire, 
Kuckolfs,  Polk,  Rencher,  Roane,  Sanford,  Sprigg,  Stan- 
defer,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vinton,  Weeks,  Williams. — 51. 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mar- 
TTif  in  the  chiiir,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate.  At  4 
o'clock  the  committee  returned,  and  reported  progress; 
and  then 

The  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jahuart  18. 
RELIEF  VESSELS. 

Tbe  bill  fi'om  the  Senate,  to  enable  the  President  to 
employ  relief  vessels  on  our  maritime  coast,  was  twice 
read. 

Mr.  CONDICT  mpved  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said,  if  the  bill  was  to  be  acted 
upon  at  all,  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  it  should  be 
done  speedily.  Restated  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  urged 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  so  that  it  might  be  called  up,  and  receive 
the  early  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  latter  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  SMITH  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Mesoked,  That  the  use  of  this  hall  be  granted  to  John 
Foulke,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  at  7  o'clock 
this  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  a  religious  dis- 
coui'se. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table; 
which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  offered  the  following  amendment; 
which  was  agreed  to:  "  And  that  the  Colonization  Society, 
also,  have  leave  to  occupy  this  hall  to-morrow  evening  at  6 
o'clock." 

The  question  was  tiien  put  on  adopting  the  resolution 
as  amended,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 


ORDER  OF  DEBATE. 
Just  before  the  hour  of  twelve,  at  which  tlie  House 
was  to  proceed  to  attend  the  sitting  of  the  high  court  of 
impeachment, 

Mr.  MARTIN  said  he  would  not,  at  this  hour,  when  the 
House  was  so  pressed  for  time,  throw  himself  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House,  were  it  not  in  a  matter  in  regard 
to  which  he  felt  himself  placed  in  a  very  delicate  atuation. 
It  was  known  to  the  House,  he  said,  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  indisposition  of  the  Speaker,  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  had  oi  late  been  temporarily  assigned,  occasionallj, 
for  parts  of  several  days  past,  to  him,  [Mr.  M.]  In 
what  manner  he  had  discharged  those  duties,  Mr.  M.  nid 
it  was  not  for  him  to  decide,  but  he  could  safely  say  that 
he  had  brought  to  their  discharge  his  best  abilities,  and  the 
most  earnest  disposition  to  preserve  the  order  of  the 
House.  It  was  known,  further,  he  said,  that  on  Thursday 
last  a  debate  took  place  of  an  unusual  character,  (alluding 
to  the  debate  on  the  mission  to  Russia.)  There  vas  cer- 
tainly displayed  on  that  occasion  more  personal  feeling 
than  he  could  have  wished;  but,  with  the  most  sincere  de- 
sire  to  preserve  decorum  in  debate,  nothing  had  reached 
his  ear  which  seemed  to  him  to  call  for  the  interposition 
of  the  Chair.  Something  might  have  fallen  from  members 
which  did  not  reach  his  ear,  and  which  was  offensiTc  and 
unparliamentar}'.  Difficulty  of  hearing,  from  the  low 
tones  of  some  speakers,  or  the  rapidity  of  utterance  of 
others,  sometimes  makes  it  doubtml  what  is  the  precise 
language  in  which  they  express  themselves. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  felt  tlie  full  force  of  these  difficulties 
when  in  the  chair,  on  Friday  last.  But  so  far  ashevas 
able  to  understand  what  was  uttered  in  debate,  there  v*s 
only  one  occurrence,  on  that  day,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  call  for  the  interposition  of  the  Chair.  The  gentlenwn 
from  New  York,  referring  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
moved  the  pending  amendment,  charged  him  with  haring 
made  "a  disgraceful  motion;"  which  language  the  Chair 

{)romptly  checked,  and  declared  to  be  out  of  order.  Yet, 
ooking  over  the  report  of  that  debate  in  this  morning's 
paper,  it  was  due  to  himself,  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
good  opinion  of  Uie  nation,  to  say,  that  words  appear  in 
that  report  which  were  not  uttered  in.  the  debate,  to  bis 
healing.  He  would  not  detain  the  attention  of  the  House 
by  going  over  all  the  terms  of  it  which  appeared  to  him 
exceptionable,  but  he  could  not,  consistently  with  a  sense 
of  duty,  sit  down  without  particularizing  one  expression 
reported  as  having  been  used  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Cambrslzxg,]  in  the  following^  passage 
of  his  speech : 

•*  I  shall  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  travel  out  of  iny  way,  and 
violate  a  rule  of  order,  by  entering  now  into  that  discus- 
sion, by  examining  tlie  provisions  of  the  Turkish  treat)- 
Whenever  I  do,  sir,  my  facts  and  my  arguments  shall  be 
founded  on  something  more  substantial  than  a  newspaper 
rumor — ^more  unquestionable  than  the  statement  of  an  un- 
principled partisan — more  unimpeachable  than  the  en- 
dence  of  a  perjured  Senator.** 

Now,  Mr.  M.  said  he  should  have  been  guilty  of  the 
grossest  and  most  flagitious  misconduct,  as  prc»ding  offi- 
cer, if,  hearing  such  language  applied  to  a  member  of  tbe 
other  House,  he  had  not  interposed  to  arrest  it.  With 
this  paper  before  it,  tliis  House  could  not  refuse  to  receive 
a  committee  from  the  Senate  to  demand  an  inquiry  into 
the  alleged  perjury.  He  did  not  say  that  such  language 
as  this  had  been  actually  used;  but  if  it  bad  been  heard 
by  him,  it  would  have  been  an  insult  to  the  House  not  to 
have  stopped  the  utterfsr  of  it.  He  took  it  for  granted  that 
the  reporter  of  the  debate  had  labored  under  great  mis- 
apprehension: but,  seeing  that  it  had  got  into  print  in  ^» 
exceptionable  form,  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  offer 
this  explanation  of  his  own  conduct  in  tlie  pi-cmises. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  rose,  and  said:  It  is  ^ 
from  my  wish  to  ti-ouble  the  Houses  but  so  grave  a  charge 
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[H.  OP  R. 


has  been  made  against  mc  by  the  fi^entleman  from  Soutli 
Carolina,  who,  on  Thursday  last,  filled,  pro  tempore^  the 
chair  you  now  occupy,  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  my  self  to  make 
a  very  brief  reply.  Sir,  I  will,  in  the  first  place,  relieve 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  from  all  his  doubts 
upon  the  subject.  I  did  use  the  words  '*  perjured  Sena- 
tor;" and  I  shall,  on  a  similar  occasion,  and  in  the  same 
manner,  apply  them  agwn.  I  used  the  words,  and  shall 
not  retract  them  here  or  elsewhere.  What,  sir,  was  the 
provocation  when  that  extraordinary  debate  took  place } 
J,  in  common  with  other  members  of  the  House,  had  lis- 
tened, without  the  least  intervention  from  the  Chair,  to  a 
vituperative  and  violent  attack  upon  our  venerable  Chief 
Ma^ristrate;  a  tirade  of  low  abuse,  and  the  most  disgraceful 
insinuations  against  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  our  minister  to  Rusaa.  Yes,  sir,  I  not  only  heard 
them,  but  I  have  marked  in  the  paper  I  now  hold  in  my 
han<I,  passages  and  epithets  in  hts  published  speech,  dis- 
graceful to  this  House — base,  g^oss,  and  infamous. 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  observed,  there  was  no  charge 
made  against  the  g'entlemanfrom  New  York.  The  member 
from  South  Carolina  had  only  risen  to  state,  in  explana- 
tion to  the  House,  that  certain  remarks  were  ascribed  in 
a  newspaper  to  another  member,  which  he  did  not  hear 
uttereo,  and  for  which,  if  he  had  heard  them,  he  should 
have  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  him  to  order.] 

Sir,  when  I  was  interrupted  by  the  Chair,  I  was  coming 
to  tlie  point  in  question.  What  was  the  occasion — what 
the  manner  in  which  the  words  •*  perjured  Senator"  were 
used?  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  had  not  only 
gone  on  uninterruptedly  with  his  abuse,  but  he  went  into 
a  grave  denunciation  of  the  Turkish  treaty;  at  a  moment 
when,  as  rtimor  says,  and  as  it  is  believed,  that  treaty  was 
a  subject  of  discussion— of  secret  discussion  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States— -was  there  not  something  revolting 
in  this  spectacle  ? — when  a  treaty  was  known  only  to  the 
cabinet  and  the  Senatorial  council  of  the  Executive — when 
the  friends  of  the  administration  could  get  no  information 
whatever — when,  sir,  intimate  as  I  am  with  the  Secretary 
of  State,  (and  I  am  a;  much  in  his  confidence  as  any  other 
member  of  this  House,)  I  have  never  heard  him  utter  one 
syllable  on  the  provisions  of  the  Turkbh  treaty— when 
that  treaty  was  presumed  to  be  under  discussion  in  the 
secret  sessions  of  the  Senate,  the  gentleman  fi*om  Rhode 
Island  presents  us  with  the  revolting  spectacle  of  going 
into  an  examination  of  its  provisions.  Where,  sir,  did  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Isknd  get  his  information?  From 
one  of  his  friends-— the  editor  of  a  newspap«r — an  unprin- 
cipled partisan,  or  one  who  had  violated  his  oath — some 
peijured  Senator?  Sir,  1  know  not  where  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island^obtained  his  information — he  may  take 
liis  choice  of  these  alternatives;  he  may  take  either  of  his 
confidential  friends,  the  editor,  the  partisan,  or  tlie  Sena- 
tor. I  made  no  charge  then,  I  make  none  now;  I  put  the 
case  then,  as  I  now  put  it,  hypothetical  ly.  All  I  meant 
to  convey — j^d  with  all  deference  to  the  gentleman  from 
^outh  Carolina,  and  the  Spiaker— all  that  my  language 
does  convey,  is  this:  if  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
received  Ins  intelligence  from  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  then,  sir,  that  Senator  has  violated  his  oath  of 
secrecy,  and  stood  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  a  **  perjured 
Senator;"  and  upon  such  evidence  L  would  not  rely  for 
my  facts  as  a  basis  of  any  argument  on  the  Turkish  treaty. 
Whether  any  Senator  has  placed  himself  in  that  unenvi- 
able attitude,  is  a  question  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  may  answer  for  himself — ^he  may  push  that  inquiry 
as  far  as  he  pleases. 

[The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  question  before  the 
House;  and  repeated  his  former  remarks,  that  the  ^n- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  had  made  no  charge  against 
him.] 

Mr.  C  AMBRELENO  repeated  that  lie  had  uttered  the 
words  attributed  to  him. 


Mr.  MARTIN  repUed,  he  was  sorry  to  hear  from  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  did  use  the  words,  even  in  the  alternative. 
He  [Mr.  M.}  had  understood  the  gentleman  to  use  the 
words  *<  perjured  witness;"  and  he  believed,  if  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  by  the  gentleman's  *<  peers  around  him," 
he  [&lr.  M.l  would  be  sustained.  But,  if  the  gentleman 
insists  that  he  used  words  manifestly  out  of  order,  it  was 
no  longer  his  [Mr.  M.'s]  business,  auer  the  explanation  he 
had  g^ven. 

Mr.  SURGES  rose  to  address  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  the  gentlesian  from  Rhode  Island 
was  out  of  order.  He  could  reserve  his  remarks  until 
this  subject  came  in  its  proper  course  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House. 

Mr.  BvBGU  then  resumed  his  reaU 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Mabtjit  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate 
chamber,  to  attend  tlie  trial  of  Judge  Peck. 

On  returning,  they  reported  progress;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wkdhssdat,  Jaituaet  19. 
MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  made  on  the  7th 
instant,  in  relation  to  a  uniform  rule  of  computing  the 
mileage  of  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  an  amendment,  so  as  to  change 
the  rate  of  mileage  from  eight  to  six  dollars  for  ey^ry 
twenty  miles  travelled  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the 
seat  of  Government;  but 

The  SPEAKER  declared  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  heretofore 
made  by  Mr.  Chilton,  as  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
HaIx,  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenditures,  with  instructions,  as  follows:  "To  report 
a  bill  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster  General,  at  the  end  of 
every  session,  to  make  an  estimate,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
t>f  the  actual  distance,  in  a  direct  line,  of  the  residence  of 
each  member  of  the  Senate,  House  of  Representatives, 
and  delegate  of  a  territory,  from  the  seat  of  Government; 
and  that  the  mileage  of  the  members  of  Congress  and  de- 
legates be  computed,  and  their  accounts  for  travelling  be 
settled,  .according  to  such  estimate." 

The  question  being  put  on  the  proposed  recommit- 
ment, it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
120  to  27. 

SUPERNUMERARY  OFFICERS  AND  CADETS. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

JResohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dismissing  from 
the  army  the  supernumerary  lieutenants  by  brevet  com- 
mission. 

That  the  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  fixing  the  age  between  17  and  21  years,  as  the  period 
of  admission  into  the  West  Point  Academy;  and  that  all 
the  graduates,  from  time  to  time,  at  that  institution,  shall 
be  discharged  from  the  army,  when  not  needed  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  country: 

That  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
appointments  in  the  line  of  the  army,  fVom  the  merito- 
noua  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army: 

And,  slao,  of  reducing  the  number  of  cadets  in  said 
academy,  now  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  he  did  not  offer  the  resolution 
as  a  matter  of  mere  form;  he  offered  it  with  a  sincere  de- 
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mre  that  it  should  receive  the  deliberate  attention  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  AfTairs,  and  every  member  of  this 
House;  and,  when  so  considered,  he  confidently  believed 
that  its  principles  would  be  carried  out  by  the  efficient 
action  of  Congress.  It  is  possible,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  I 
have  imbibed  erroneous  opmiuns  and  improper  preju- 
dices agfdnst  the  present  organization  of  the  Military  Aca- 
demy, t  (I  mean  no  reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  those 
whose  business  it  is  to  superintend  its  management)  If 
I  have  been  in  error,  the  most  laborious  investigation  and 
deliberate  reflection  have  not  enabled  me  to  correct  tlie 
opinions  heretofore  expressed;  but  every  day's  results 
tend,  more  and  more*  to  convince  me  that  Congress  should 
review  its  legislation  upon  this  subject. 

By  the  act  of  1802,  what  is  now  called  West  Point 
Academy,  was  orgaiuzed  for  a  particular  purpose.  It 
was  designed  as  a  nursery,  a  school  of  practice  for  the 
junior  officers  of  the  army.  As  a  military  institution  pure- 
ly, I  am  its  friend  and  advocate;  as  a  school  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  youth  of  the  country  generally,  of  one  class, 
and  that  the  wealthy  and  politically  influential,  and  at 
public  expense,  I  am  opposed  to  it  I  will  not  now,  sir, 
detain  the  House  by  a  statement  of  the  reasons  which  have 
conducted  vSy  mind  to  its  present  results. 

By  the  act  to  wluch  I  have  referred,  the  corps  of  engi- 
neers then  in  service,  with  one  chief  and  six  assistant  en- 
gineers, were  stationed  at  West  Point,  and  organized 
mto  a  school  for  the  education  and  instruction  of  the 
junior  officers  of  the  army.  The  President  was  authorized 
to  appoint  ten  cadets  only,  who  were  to  be  stationed  at 
West  Point,  and  be  attached  to  the  army,  to  be  paid  six- 
teen dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day.  The 
whole  corps  was  not  to  exceed  twenty  officers,  one  colo- 
nel, one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors,  four  captains,  four 
lieutenants,  and  four  second  lieutenants.  This,  I  believe, 
in  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  good  old  time  of  practical 
republican  economy,  constituted  the  Military  Academy. 
In  1803,  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint  one  teach- 
er of  the  French  language,  and  one  teacher  of  drawing, 
&c.  In  1812,  one  professor  of  natural  and  moral  philoso- 
phy, one  professor  of  mathematics,  one  professor  of  civil 
engineering,  with  assistants,  and  the  number  of  cadets 
then  limited,  or  rather  extended,  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Speaker,  given  in  brief  the  organiza- 
tion and  progress  of  this  institution  up  to  1812.  With 
any  further  alterations,  additions,  and  details,  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House.  When  the  cadets  shall  have  received 
a  regular  degree  from  the  academical  staff,  the  President 
is  required  to  confer  upon  them  the  rank  of  second  lieu- 
tenants, by  brevet  commission,  and  attach  tliem^to  the 
army,  witn  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  second  lieutenants. 
What  has  this  official  nursery  produced  in  the  space  of 
eighteen  years'  I  do  not  refer  to  the  hundreds  who, 
having  received  their  education  at  public  expense,  have 
retired  to  civil  pursuits — ^I  refer  to  tne  number  who  have 
clung  to  the  ^^nny*  and  still  cling  to  it,  and  are  called 
supernumerary  omcers.  If  they  are  supernumerary,  by 
which  I  understand  a  greater  number  than  is  warranted 
by  law,  or  required  in  the  serrice,  I  am  for  getting  rid 
of  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  will  call  the  at  tendon  of  the  House  to  a  mngle  passage 
in  ^e  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion.    By  that  report,  we  are  told  that, 

"By  the  act  of  1818,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  directed  to  confer  upon  the  graduates  of  this  academy 
the  appointment  of  brevet  lieutenants.  Already  there,  are 
eighty^seven  supernumerary  officers  thus  created,  and  who 
cannot  now  be  provided  for  in  the  line  of  the  army.  In 
June  next  there  will  probably  be  thirty-three  more  added, 
which  will  produce  an  excess  of  foutrteen  over  the  number 
authorized.  The^law  prohibits  the  breyet  appointments 
of  ft  greater  number  than  one  hundred  and  six— one  for 


each  company;  of  course,  upon  a  reasonable  calculation, 
but  few,  if  any,  of  the  cadets,  af\er  June,  1831,  will  be  en- 
titled to  a  brevet  commission.  I  would  re^>ectfully  sug- 
gest if  some  rule,  different  from  the  present,  be  not 
necessary  to  restrict,  for  the  liiture,  breyet  lieutenant  ap- 
pointments, retaining  only  so  many  as  mipht  supply  the 
probable  vacancies  which  would  occur  within  the  year. 
The  number  of  promotions  to  the  army  from  this  corpt, 
for  the  last  five  years»  has  averaged  about  twenty  two; 
while  the  number  of  graduates  for  the  same  period  bas 
been  at  an  average  of  forty.  This  excess^  which  is  annu- 
ally increasing,  fcuas  placed  eighty-seven  in  waiting  until 
vacancies  shall  take  place;  and  shows  that,  in  tlie  next 
year  probably,  and  in  the  succeding  one  certainly,  there 
will  be  an  excess  beyond  what  the  existing  law  authorizes 
to  be  commissioned.  There  will  then  be  one  hundred  and 
six  supernumerary  brevet  second  lieutenants  appurtenant 
to  the  army,  at  an  annual  expense  to  the  QoTemmcnt  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars." 

Now,  sir,  I  put  the  question  to  the  members  of  this 
House,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  does  the  country 
need  these  supernumerary  officers  in  time  of  peace  ^ 
Does  it  comport  with  a  sotmd  and  practical  economy  to 
maintain,  at  an  annual  expense  of  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
one  hundred  and  six  young  men,  whose  services  arc  not 
needed  by  the  Government?  I  say  not  needed,  if  you  will 
keep  the  officers  of  companies  at  their  posts,  if  you  will 
not  withdraw  the  captains  of  companies  from  tbeperfom- 
ance  of  service  in  the  line,  and  attach  them  to  the  sUff. 
These  supernumeraries  are  annually  increasing.  Thirty- 
three  more  are  to  be  added  next  June— what  will  you  do 
with  them?  Of  what  service  to  the  country  are  they* 
For  one,  I  say,  dismiss  them;  let  them  go  home,  and,  if 
they  cannot  do  better,  go  to  work. 

There  is,  sir,  one  other  proposition  in  the  resolution, 
about  which  I  feel  much  solicitude,  and  will  add  a  few 
remarks.  Under  tlie  present  regulations  of  the  army, 
and  by  consequence  of^  this  supernumerary  corps  of  se- 
cond lieutenanto  by  brevet,  the  power  of  the  President  to 
appoint  an  officer  m  the  line  of  the  army  from  and  amonjp 
the  meritorious  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army,  is 
taken  away.  Sir,  no  man  can  enter  the  army  of  his  coun- 
try, however  well  deserving  and  well  quahfied,  unless  he 
shall  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  received  a  diploma 
at  West  Point.  I  would  leave  the  Executive  at  liberty  to 
seek  talents  and  reward  merit  by  appmntments  to  subal- 
tern officers  in  the  army,  wherever  he  can  6nd  them.  At 
present,  sir,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  merits  and  quali- 
fications of  a  non-commismonea  officer,  no  maittr  what 
may  have  been  his  deeds  of  valor  and  daring*  nromotion 
to  him  (the  highest  reward  of  the  soldier)  is  denied  by 
the  laws  of  that  country  he  so  gallantly  defends.  If  you 
cut  off  all  hope  from  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
army,  you  will,  in  time,  destroy  its  moral  force.  I  believe 
it  has  had  a  tendency,  a  very  powerful  tendency,  to  lessen 
its  physical  force. 

We  have  felt  the  effects,  and  witnessed  the  losses  both 
of  men  and  money,  by  desertion  from  the  army.  Many 
and  various  have  been  the  causes  assigned  for  this  prsc- 
tice,  and  as  multifarious  haye  been  the  remedies  proposed. 
My  reflections,  sir,  have  taught  me  to  believe  that  one 
great  cause  of  the  increase  of  this  evil  may  be  fiurly  traced 
to  the  practice  of  taking  the  captains  from  their  app»- 
priate  service  at  the  head  of  theii*  comnanies,  and  confer- 
ring upon  them  staff  appointments,  ana  of  the  vant  of  * 
power  in  the  Executive  to  reward,  by  promotion,  tw 
meritorious  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  anny- 
Every  man  who  knows  any  thin^  of  the  actual  ^^' 
must  admit  the  importance  of  so  mconsiderablc  an  om«r 
as  the  orderly  sergeant  of  a  company.  In  my  estimation  o« 
ranks  in  real  utility  and  efficiency,  in  the  promotion  of  order, 
and  the  diffusion  of  a  correct  mihtary  and  moral  Kehnf 
among  the  soldiers,  next  to  the  captain.    No  compsny  i* 
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veil  commanded,  well  cUsciplmed,  unless  both  of  these ' 
officers  are  talented  and  emcient  within  the  sphere  of 
their  dutv*  How  important  is  it,  then,  that  your  non-com- 
miasioned  officers  should  be  men  of  correct  moral  habits, 
possessing'  a  military  feeling  and  spirit.  These  you  will 
not  have,  mider  your  present  reffulation.  They  have  not 
that  strong  ineentiTe  to  action,  that  powerful  stimulus  to 
the  fnilitaiy  man,  the  hope  of  promotion,  to  propel  them 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  They  are  content  if  they 
M)  demean  themselves  as  to  escape  censure  or  punishment, 
and  leave  the  men  to  the  government  of  their  own  idle 
ind  dissipated  passions;  thus  destroying  what  I  call  the 
moral  force  of  the  rank  and  file  of  your  army;  and  deser- 
tion and  crime  are  the  inevitable  consequences.  Some 
of  our  best  company  officers,  during  the  late  war,  had  the 
hono^*I  call  it  an  honor,  sir — of  uiving  been  promoted 
from  the  ranks  of  the  army.  They  fought  for  their  com- 
missions, won  them,  and  did  not  disgrace  the  late  war. 
Ours,  I  believe,  sir,  is  the  only  country  at  this  time  with 
which  I  have  any  acquaintance,  where  the  avenue  to  pro- 
motion is  blocked,  eternally  blocked,  by  a  corps  of  super- 
numerarj  officers. 

There  are  other  subjects  of  much  importance,  embraced 
in  the  resolution,  about  which  I  forbear  to  say  any  thing 
it  this  time.  I  have  made  these  suggestions,  and  hope 
they  will  lead  others,  and  particularly  the  Committee  on 
Mil  tary  Affairs,  to  a  minute  investigation.  I  take  the  hint 
recently  given,  and  now  propose  a  measure  of  rtfX  re- 
trenchment and  reform;  and  I  hope  we  shall  meet  with  no 
opposition  from  a  quarter  where  I  think  them  so  much 
needed. 

)Ir.  DRAYTON  said  that  the  fact  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  {Mr.  WicKurrs,]  that  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars  were  appropriated  for  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  brevet  second  lieutenants,  was  certainly  correct;  but 
thit  these  officers  performed  no  duties,  and  rendered  no 
ieryiccs,  was  erroneously  slated.  They  performed  all  the 
duties,  and  rendered  all  the  services,  of  second  lieutenants 
in  the  line:  why,  then,  shall  they  not  be  entitled  to  the 
ame  compensation?  Bo  far  from  tlieir  not  performing  the 
(^ties  appropriate  to  their  rank,  it  appeared  from  a  docu- 
ment submitted  to  this  House  at  its  last  session,  that,  in  a 
recent  expedition  against  the  Pawnees  and  other  Indians, 
one  of  them  comnianded  a  company.  When  brevet  se- 
cond lieutenants  acted  in  this  capacity,  could  it  with  pro- 
priety be  said  that  the  public  money  was  uselessly  lavished 
upon  them?  Brevet  second  lieutenants,  who  had  graduated 
at  West  Point,  were  annexed  to  the  army,  by  the  positive 
provision  of  a  law,  with  the  restriction  that  their  appoint- 
ments should  not  exceed  one  to  each  company  in  the  ser- 
vice, by  which  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  six  could 
receive  commissions. 

With  respect  to  thti  Military  Academy,  he  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  that  the  number  of  cadets 
now  educated  there  was  beyond  the  wants  of  the  army, 
w  would  soon  be  so.  There  are  now  eighty-seven  brevet 
•econd  lieutenants;  and  it  was  probable,  aller  the  next 
promotion  of  the  cadets  from  the  first  class,  that  the  whole 
number  of  one  hundred  and  six  would  be  annexed  to  the 
■ereral  regiments.  As  to  that  part  of  the  gentleman's 
jMolution  which  related  to  West  Pomt,  he  [Mr.  D.] 
^  Anticipated  the  object  of  the  gentleman,  by  submit- 
^ng  a  resolution,  calling  upon  the  Secretary  to  inform 
ukis  House  whether  the  number  of  cadeta  educated  at  the 
Military  Academy  was  not  excessive,  when  compared  with 
the  purposes  for  which  that  institution  was  established; 
^  if  such  should  be  the  case,  to  report  a  plan  for  their 
Induction,  and  an  organization  corresponding  with  such 
derations  as  might  be  necessary.  He  [Mr.  D.]  hatl 
moved  tliii  resolution  for  the  information  of  the  commit- 
tee, of  which  he  was  a  member;  and  that  committee,  upon 
receiving  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  would  doubt- 
less sict  upon  it.     Mr.  D.  observed,  that  he  did  not  tliink 


the  number  of  officers  at  present  in  the  army  exceeded 
the  wants  of  the  service.  In  proof  of  this,  he  referred 
gentlemen  to  the  Register,  which  would  show  that  scarcely 
a  single  company  had  its  complement  of  officers  upon 
duty  with  it.  If  officers  are  taken  from  the  line  for  the 
Stan,  these  deficiencies  of , company  officers  must  exist, 
unless  a  new  military  organization  should  be  adopted.  If, 
by  this  organization,  officers  transferred  to  the  staff  vacat- 
ed their  commissions  in  the  line,  as  these  vacancies  roust 
be  supplied,  the  number  of  the  officers  would  be  in« 
creased  instead  of  being  diminished,  unless  the  number 
of  officers  to  a  company  should  be  reduced,  which  he 
believed  would  be  impolitic  and  injurious. 

Whether  it  would  be  expedient,  in  order  to  prevent 
desertion,  or  to  infiise  a  spirit  of  emulation  into  tne  non- 
commissioned officers,  to  hold  out  to  them  the  prospect  of 
commissions,  was  a  proposition  to  which  hq  [Mr.  I).]  had 
not  particularly  turned  his  attention.  However  this 
might  be,  as  the  President  could  not  create  officers  of 
the  army,  but  only  appoint  them,  when  authorized  by  law, 
as  by  law  he  was  tp  appoint  tlie  cadets,  after  they  had 
graduated  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  six,  consti- 
tuting all  who  could  be  added  to  tlie  army,  the  existing 
legislation  must  be  altered,  before  a  power  could  be  vested 
in  the  President  to  promote  non-commissioned  officers,  or 
to  confer  commissions  upon  any  other  persons  than  the 
cadets.  Mr.  D.  added,  that  he  had  not  risen  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  an  argument  upon  the  subjects 
contained  in  the  resolution,  but  merely  to  correct  some 
misconceptions  which,  it  seemed  to  him,  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  labored  under.  When  that  resolution 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  he  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  examine  the  several  topics  which 
it  embraced. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  rejoined.  I  was  well  apprised,  said 
he,  of  the  fact  that  these  eighty -seven  superpumerary 
second  heutenants  were,  in  theory  and  in  name,  attached 
to  the  army,  and  tliat  some  of  them  did  actually  perform 
duty;  but,  sir,  where  were  the  captains,  the  first  and 
second  lieutenants  of  the  companies?  If  they  had  been 
at  their  post, they  could  have  performed  the  service  assign- 
ed to  these  junior  subalterns.  If  you  take  the  captains 
and  make  staff  officers  of  them,  and  give  the  command 
of  companies  to  tliese  young,  (and  wi^out  meaning  any 
the  slightest  reflection  upon  them)  inexperienced  officers, 
yoti  do  affect  essentially  the  organization,  harmony,  and 
efficiency  of  the  army. 

When  a  captain  quits  the  command  of  a  company,  and 
seeks  a  staff  appointment,  he  is  governed  by  one  of  two 
motives,  (perhaps  both,)  either  to  avoid  the  fatigue, 
labor,  and  hardships  of  doing  duty  in  the  line,  or  to  obtain 
an  increase  of  his  pay.  He  should -then  .lose  his  rank  in 
the  line,  and  allow  others,  who  will  remain  and  perform 
duty,  to  rise.  Po  this,  and  you  will  promote  the  moral 
force  of  the  army.  You  will  promote  harmony  and  good 
feeling,  and  destroy  that  jealousy  which  this  practice 
ever  engenders,  so  baneful  in  its  effects.  1  am  pleased 
to  learn  that  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  [Mr.  Dbattox]  agrees  with  me  that 
the  number  of  students  at  West  Point  sltould  be  reduced. 
The  main  and  principal  object  Mr.  JefiTerson  had  in  view 
in  the  establishment  of  that  institution,  seems  to  have 
been  lost  sight  of.  Instead  of  its  now  being  a  school  for 
the  purposes  of  the  army  only,  it  has  become  a  free 
national  academy.  Af^er  the  students  of  that  academy 
receive  their  education  at  public  expense,  and  paid  for  it 
too  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  dollars  per  month,  three  out  of 
four  of  them  return  to  their  homes  and  pursue  some  pro- 
fession. If  we  are  to  have  a  national  university,  let  us 
establish  it  at  once,  and  not  avoid  the  provisions  of  (he 
constitution,  by  using  the  means  of  raising  and  supporting 
an  army,  to  the  promotion  of  education  by  the  Federal 
Government.     I  desire  these  things  to  be  understood  by 
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the  people?  and  when  understood,  if  they  are  willing  to 
educate  at  public  expense,  and  pay  them  for  it,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  young*  men,  annually  selected  as  the  stu- 
dents of  West  Point  Academy  ever  have  and  ever  will  be, 
then  I  am  content. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  a  motion  was  made, 
and  prevailed,  for  the  House  to  go  into  committee,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  the 

TRIAL  OF  JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  ilsclf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mabtiw  being  called  to  the  chair, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Senate. 

At  three  o'clock  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  returned, 
and  the  Speaksii  resumed  the  chair. 

RELIEF  VESSELS. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  (pursuant  to  notice  which  he 
gave  in  tlie  morning)  moved  that  the  House  gfo  into  com- 
mittee on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  relief  vessels,  and  appropriating 
$15,000  therefor. 

Mr.  WICKLIPFE  thought  this  a  bill  that  ought  not  to 
pass  without  discussion;  and  as  it  was  late,  and  the  House 
thin,  he  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  question  was  put,  and  a  majority  voted  ag^unst  ad- 
journing; but  there  upoearing  no  quorum, 

The  House  adjournea. 

TurnsDAT,  Jaitvart  20. 
MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Expen- 
ditures, reported  the  following  bill;  which  was  twice 
read: 

••  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Seiiate  and  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  with  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster 
GeBcral,  at  the  end  of  every  session  of  Congress,  to  make 
an  estimate,  as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  actual  distance, 
in  a  direct  line,  of  the  residence  of  each  member  of  the 
Senate,  House  of  Representatives,  and  delegate  of  a 
territory,  from  the  seat  of  Government;  and  that  the 
mileage  of  members  of  Congress  and  delegates  be  com- 
puted, and  their  accounts  for  travelling  be  settled,  ac- 
cording to  such  estimate." 

Mr.  CHILTON  proposed  to  add  to  the  bill  the  follow- 
ing section: 

**And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  pay  of  members  of  tli©  Senate, 
House  of  Representatives,  and  delegates  of  territories, 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  business  of  the  Senate  or  House  of 
Representatives;  and  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles' 
travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government,  estimated 
according  to  the  rule  established  in  this  act." 

Mr.  CHILTON  did  not  intend  to  say  one  woixl  on  this 
amendment,  unless  called  on  by  some  member  of  the 
House  for  explanation.  He  was  desirous  that  each  mem- 
ber of  the  amendment  should  stand  on  its  own  individual 
merits;  and  for  that  purpose  he  would  move  a  division  of 
the  question.  The  proposition  to  limit  the  charge  for 
mileage  to  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles,  he  had  no 
doubt  would  meet  the  approbation  of  all. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  expressed  his  regret  that  this  motion 
was  n\ade,  the  effect  of  which  would  only  be  to  embarrass 
the  main  question.  In  the  shape  of  an  original,  separate 
proposilion,  he  should  be  willing  to  support  it;  but  the 
House  had  already  speiU  too  much  time  in  debating  abotit 
the  mileage,' and  it  was  time  that  that  subject  should  be 
disjiosed  of. 

Mr.  CHILTON  begged  leave  to  state  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  CaroHna,  [Mr.  Spkight,]  tlmt  it  was  not  with 


the  intention  of  embarraaaing  the  bill  that  he  had  made 
the  proposition  to  amend. 

[Mr.  SPEIGHT  here  denied  having  charged  him  with 
that  intention;  he  had  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  such 
would  be  the  effect  of  his  amendment.] 

Mr.  CHILTON  continued.  He  thought  that  the  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted;  that  it  was  calculated  losnbserre 
the  public  interests.  It  was  true,  when  he  first  introduced 
this  measure  of  retrenchment,  he  was  not  as  well  acquaint- 
ed witli  matters  and  things  as  he  now  is;  but  he  was  still 
of  the  opinion  that,  by  proper  economy,  six  dollars  per 
diem  would  be  an  adequate  compensation;  but,  at  all 
events,  such  has  been  the  improvements  in  the  mode  of 
travelling  by  stages  and  steamboats,  that  all,  he  presumed, 
would  admit  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  actually 
travelled  would  be  ample  compensation.  Twenty  miles 
was  not  a  day's  journey  on  horseback;  indeed,  forty  miles 
was  a  moderate  day's  journey.  It  could  not,  therefore, 
be  doubted,  that  six  dollars  would  be  sufficient  for  all  the 
expenses  incurred  in  travelling  twenty  miles  in  any  part 
of  the  country.  While  the  present  law  exists,  he  would 
receive  the  pay  which  it  allowed,  and  no  more;  but  he  had 
pledged  himself  to  his  constituents  to  endeavor  to  repeal 
this  law,  and  to  retrench  this  branch  of  public  expendi- 
ture; and  like  all  pledges  that  he  made,  he  would  use 
every  exertion  to  redeem.  When  he  had  done  so,  he  felt 
that  he  had  done  his  duty  to  his  conscience,  his  constitu- 
ents, and  his  coimtry.  In  charging  mileage,  he  said  it 
would  appear  that  each  branch  of  the  National  Legislature 
had  exceeded  the  respective  distances  when  computed 
on  the  nearest  mail  route,  with,  perhaps,  only  thirteen 
exceptions. 

He  charged,  however,  no  improper  intention  to  any 
member,  but  was  inclined  to  believe  that  others,  lil^e 
himself,  had  inadvertently  been  guided  by  former  charg^es 
iind  calculations  of  distance. 

Mr.  YANCEY,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  hoped  that  the 
amendment,  which  proposes  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the 
members  of  Congress  to  six  dollars  per  day,  and  six  dol- 
lars for  every  twenty  miles'  travel  in  going  to  and  from 
the  seat  of  Government,  will  be  adopted,  and  that  ve 
shall  not  talk  so  much  about  retrenchment  and  reducing 
expenses,  and  give  so  little  proof  of  being  in  reality,  by 
our  actions.  I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carohna  say  that  he  will  vote  for  the  reduction 
contemplated  in  this  amendment,  if  in  a  separate  bill,  but 
will  not  when  united  with  this;  I  consider,  sir,  that  both 
measures  are  right,  and  consequently  should  pass,  either 
conjointly  or  separately.  I,  sir,  have  given  pledges  to 
my  constituents,  which  tvcre  elicited  by  their  interroga- 
tories propounded  to  me,  that  I  would  endeavor  to  ef- 
fect the  reduction  asked  for  in  this  amendment,  and  1  was 
much  gratified  that  the  question  was  asked  me,  if  ' 
would  be  for  reducing,  because  it  gave  me  an  opportu- 
nity to  manifest  my  willingness  to  promote  a  measure  of 
economy,  which  I  was  and  am  sincerely  in  favor  of;  and, 
sir,  I  should  be  glad  that  my  views  on  public  measures 
corresponded  witb  tliat  of  gentlemen  in  this  House.  But 
when  the  sovereign  people  whom  I  represent  wish  a  mea- 
sure,  I,  with  great  pleasure,  advocate  and  support  their 
will,  whether  it  is  agreeable  to  this  House  or  not;  aid, 
sir,  I  should  wish  the  stentorian  voice  of  an  indignant  peo- 
ple to  speak  into  insignificance  and  retirement,  and  that, 
too,  in  strains  of  thunder,  that  representative  who  would 
dare  to  violate  the  known  will  of  the  people.  Sir,  it  ^ 
the  very  vital  principle  of  republics,  that  the  will  of  the 
majority  shall  prevail,  and  none  wlldarc  assert,  herecr 
elsewhere,  that  the  sovereign  people  of  this  land  are  "J* 
capable  of  wise  self-government;  and  as  the  people 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  will,  as  they  have  a 
right  to  do,  demand  of  me  a  faithfid  redempjtion  of  my 
pledges,  I  trust,  sir,  that  my  conduct  on  this  occasH)a 
will  meet  their  iq>probation,  which  is  what  I  and  cvrry 
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member  ought  arduously  to  aspire  to.  Sir,  we  talk  a 
great  deal  of  trying  to  bring  our  ship  of  State  back  to 
its  republican  tack.  Nov  thaCt  we  have  a  good  and 
democratic  statesman  at  the  helm ,  let  us  march  boldly 
to  the  mark,  and  not  flinch  when  there  is  an  effort 
made  to  reduce  unnecessary  expenses;  and  as  we  have 
the  fixing  oar  own  compensation,  rjid  as  the  six  dollars 
would  be  what  it  was  in  the  good  old  halcyon  days  of 
pure  republicanism,  when  the  great  Washington  'was  in 
the  Prendential  chair,  and  the  illustrious  Jefferson,  faJs 
right  liand  man,  was  Secretary  of  State,  that  compensa^ 
tion  was  deemed  sufficient,  and  now  that  we  are  aiming 
to  get  back  to  g^ood  old  times,  let  us  demonstrate  by  our 
actions  that  our  professions  of  economy  are  sincere.  As 
I  said  before,  sir,  as  we  are  the  only  people  that  can  fix 
and  reduce  our  wages,  and  as  I  verily  believe  them  too 
high,  let  OS  not  make  an  ostentatious  display  of  frugality 
and  economy  in  our  public  expenses;  and  when  a  reduc- 
tion of  what  I  deem  extravagant,  is  so  perfectly  tangible 
in  our  power,  let  us  show  that  our  professions  of  re- 
trenchment are  not  a  mere  empty  sound. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  that,  for  nis  own  pai-t,  he  had  no- 
thing  to  do  with  the  motives  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  submitting  his  amendment;  neither  had  he  any 
concern  respecting^  the  pledge  which  that  member  had 
giren  to  his  constituents,  or  to  the  redemption  of  that 
pledge  as  had  been  promised.  A  statement  had  been 
made,  that,  with  the  exception  of  fourteen  cases,  all  the 
other  charges  for  mileagpe  had  been  overrated.  This 
statement  is  erroneous.  I  had  occasion  during  the  last 
session  to  correct  a  similar  statement.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  has  no  doubt  been  led  into  the  error  by 
the  incorrect  calculations  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
to  which  he  has  referred,  and  upon  this  he  has  mdirectly 
censured  the  whole  Congress,  with  the  exception  of  one 
Senator,  and  thirteen  members.  Now,  sir,  according  to 
the  post  office  statement,  the  difference  between  the  post 
office  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  CoirirEH,]  (Brutus  Fords  post 
office,)  and  mine,  (Pleasant  Gardens,)  is  only  three  and 
a  half  miles,  when,  in  fact,  the  ^stance  ia  near  eighty.  It 
is  insufferable,  s'.r,  that  such  censure  should  be  thrown  out 
upon  such  false  premises.  I  only  rise  to  correct  this 
error,  so  far  as  myself  and  colleague  arc  concerned. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  calling  for  the  previous  question; 
and  the  call  being  sustained. 

The  man  question  (which  precludes  or  puts  aside 
amcndmenta^  was  then  taken,  andtlie  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

HEIJEF  VESSELS. 

^Ir.  CAMBRELENG  rose  to  renew  the  motion  which 
he  made  yesterday  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
*Bd  take  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  empower  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  send  relief  vessels  on  our 
maritime  coast.  He  sud  the  measure  proposed  was  an 
act  of  humanity,  and  called  for  a  speedy  decision  by  the 
House.  Whatever  might  be  its  opinion,  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  now  be  considered. 

In  order  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  suspend  \he  different  orders  of  the  day, 
which  required  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  pre- 
sent. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  suspension,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ^yeas  103,  nays  59. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

The  resolution  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  WicKLim 
was  then  taken  up. 

>lr.  DRAYTON  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  but,  as  the 
hoiir  had  nearly  elapsed  for  the  consideration  of  resolu- 
tions, he  declined  making  the  remarks  which  he  intended 
to  have  done  to  correct  the  errors  into  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  hatl  fallen,  and  said  he  would  con- 
lent  himself  with  moving  for  a  division  of  the  question,  to 
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as  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  first  member  of 
the  resolution: 

The  question  being  put,  the  first  paragraph  of  the  re- 
solution was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

"Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dismissing 
from  the  army  the  supernumerary  lieutenants  by  brevet 
commission." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  resolution,  and  was  also  agreed  to,  in  the 
fcdlowing  form:  ^ 

"  That  the  committee  also  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  fixing  the  age  between  seventeen  and  twenty-one  year* 
as  the  period  of  admis^on  into  the  West  Point  Academy; 
and  tliat  all  the  graduates,  from  time  to  time,  at  that  insti- 
tution, shall  be  discharged  from  the  army  when  not  need- 
ed in  the  actual  service  of  the  country. 

**That  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
appointments  in  the  line  of  the  army  from  the  merito- 
rious non-commissioned  officers  of  the  army. 

"  And,  also,  of  reducing  the  number  of  cadets  in  said 
academy,  now  authorized  oy  law." 

Mr.  LEIPER  laid  on  the  table  the  following: 

Reaohed,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  House  the  causes  of  the  irregularity 
of  die  arrival  of  the  Eastern  mail;  to  what  the  failure  is 
attributable;  and  what  rejnedy  can  be  provided  to  pre- 
vent this  delay. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  resolution, 

Mr.  LEIPER  said  he  begged  leave  to  be  explicitly  un- 
derstood that,  in  offering  this  resolution  to  the  House,  he 
did  not,  in  tlie  remotest  manner,  intend  to  convey  any 
censure,  or  attach  any  blame  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
or  the  contractors  on  this  mail  route.  A  report  was  made 
to  tins  House  on  the  12th  day  of  Februai-y,  1827,  by  the 
predecessor  of  Mr.  Barry;  hjs  wish  now  was  to  elicit  any 
new  information  the  department  could  present  touching 
a  subject  wliich  was  one  of  considerable  public  interest. 

[The  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  following  day.] 

THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comimttee  of  the 
Whole,  and  proce4Bded  to  tlie  Senate,  to  attend  the  trial 
of  the  impaachment  of  Judge  Peck.  Having  retqmed^ 
the  committee  reported  progress,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  jAHCTAnT  21. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  engrossed  bill  *<to  establlsli  a  uniform  mode  of 
computing  the  mileage  of  members  of  Congress,  and  dele- 
gates from  territories,"  was  read  the  third  time;  and  the 
question  being  stated  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  CHILTON  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  TUCKER  requested  information  as  to  the  time 
when  the  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  take  effect.  He  pre- 
sumed not  till  the  next  session  of  Congress;  in  which 
case,  he  should  be  averse  to  passing  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  if  the  J^ill  should  pass,  it 
would  take  effect  upon  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  TUCKER  withdrew  his  opposition;  and 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  John  S.  Barbour,  Baylor,  Bell, 
James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Cahoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chandler, 
Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Cooper,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  John  Davis, 
Deberi-y,  Denny,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Doddridge,  Dorsey, 
Draper,  Drayton,  Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Horace 
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Everett,  Findlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Fxy,  Gaitlier,  Gilmore, 
Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Ilalsey,  Hodg^es,  Holland,  Hoff- 
man, Howard,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Jarvis,  Johns,  Cave 
Johnson,  Kincaid,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt^  Lecompte,  Lent, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee,  Malla- 
ry,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCrecry, 
McCoy,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlenberg, 
Nuckolls,  Overton,  Patton,  Pearce,  Polk,  Potter,  Ram- 
sey, Rencher,  Richardson,  Roane,  Russcl,  Sanford,  Scott, 
W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Semmcs,  Smith, 
Speight,  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Tay- 
lor, Test,  Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tracy, 
Trezvant,  Tucker,  Verplanck,  Washington,  Wavnc, 
Weeks,  C  P.  White,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wingate,  Yancey, 
Young. — 129. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  B:uley,  Barnwell,  Crane,  Crownin- 
sliield,  Dickinson,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Edwai*d 
Everett,  Finch,  Grennell,  Haynes,  Hughes,  Huntingdon, 
Jennings,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Perkins  King,  Lei  per,  Mar- 
tindale,  Mcfntire,  Pettis,  Pierson,  Rose,  Henry  R.  Storrs, 
W.  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wliittlcsey,  Wil- 
son.— 30. 

So  the  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

The  following  joint  resolution  was  read  the  third  time: 

*'  Meaolvedt  &c.  That  the  rules  of  each  House  shall  be 
so  amended,  as  to  make  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Sergeant-at-arms  of  tlie 
House  of  Representatives  to  ascertain,  at  the  end  of  every 
session  of  Congress,  from  each  Senator,  member,  or  dele- 

gate  from  x  territory,  the  number  of  days  which  he  may 
ave  been  absent  from,  and  not  in  attendance  upon,  the 
business  of  the  House;  and,  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
Senators,  members,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  account,  or  amount  of  pay  for  each  session, 
at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  any 
member  of  either  House,  or  delejgate,  shall  have  been  ab- 
sent, except  by  order,  on  business  of  the  House  to  which 
he  belongs,  or  in  consequence  of  sickness." 

The  question  being  upon  its  passage,  a  brief  debate 
took  place  between  Messrs.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgiar 
HALL,  GORMAN,  SUTHERLAND,  TUCKER,  and 
DRAYTON,  upon  the  form  of  the  resolution,  and  its  efiect 
upon  the  ndes,  &c.  Pending  the  remarks  of  the  latter 
eentleman,  a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  House  that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a 
court  of  impeachment:  whereupon. 

The  House  resolved  itself  mto  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Mabtiit  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Senate,  to  attend  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck.     Having  re- 
turned, the  committee  reported  progress;  and  then 
The  House  adjourned. 

Satubdat,  Januabt  22. 
PAY  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
jcnnt  resolutioH  relative  to  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress, 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  recommit  the  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  bill,  providing — **  That  it  shall  be  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Sergeant-at-arms 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ascertain,  at  the  end  of 
every  session  ofCongress,  from  each  member  of  Congress, 
or  delegate  from  a  territory,  the  number  of  days  which  he 
may  have  been  absent  from,  and  not  in  attendance  upon, 
the  business  of  the  House;  and,  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
Senators,  members,  and  delegates,  there  shall  be  deduct- 
ed from  tlie  account,  or  amount  of  pay  for  each  session, 
at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  day  for  everv  day  any 
meniber  of  either  House,  or  delegate,  shall  nave  been 
absent,  except  by  order,  on  business  of  the  House  to  which 
be  belongs,  or  in  consequence  of  sickness." 


On  this  motion  a  debate  of  some  length  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  DRAYTON,  SUTHERLAND,  HALL, 
WHIT1  LESEY,   CHILTON,  and  CARSON,  engaged. 

Mr.  CARSON,  as  he  said,  in  order  to  put  the  question 
to  rest,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  debate,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  CHILTON  required  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered  accordingly  by  the  House. 
Being  taken,  they  stood — yeas  50,  nays  135. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  subject  on  tlic  table. 

A  message  was  received  fi-om  the  Senate,  informing 
that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a  high  court  of  im- 
peachment: whereupon. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  trial 
of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck.  Having  returnedj 
the  committee  reported  progress;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

MoxDAT,  Jaitvart  24. 
THE  JUDICIARY. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  submitted  a  report  from  the  majority  of 
that  committee,  on  the  question  of  repealing  the  25th  sec- 
tion of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
"to  repeal  the  25tli  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  4th 
September,  1789." 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  same  committee,  was  de- 
sirous to  present  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee; but  the  Spkaker  stated  that  the  question  must  first 
be  put  on  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  >  then  read  a  first  time,  and  a  motion  made 
for  its  second  reading;  when 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  again  moved  for  leave  to  present 
the  report  of  tlie  nunority  of  the  committee;  but  the 
Chair  stated  that,  as  the  House  could  not  entertain  two 
motions  at  a  time,  that  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  was  not  now  in  order.  He  could  have  w 
opportunity  hereafter  to  present  the  report. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  moved  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  and 
on  his  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  would  be  on 
now  giving  the  bill  its  second  reading}  and,  if  the  House 
refused  to  order  it  to  be  read  a  second  time,  it  would 
amount  to  a  rejection  of  it. 

On  the  motion  to  read  a  second  time,  )ir.  DOD- 
DRIDGE demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  pending  which 
demand, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  infanning 
that  that  body  was  now  sitting  as  a  high  court  of  im- 
peachment: whereupon. 

The  House  then,  on  motion,  resolved  itself  into  t  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to 
attend  the  trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck. 
Having  returned,  the  committee  reported  progress;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

Tdksbat,  Javcabt  25. 
THE  JUDICIARY. 

After'  disposing  of  a  variety  of  morning  businee,  the 
bill  yesterday  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, <*  to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1789,"  was  taken  up — ^the  question  being  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  second  reaaing. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Carohna,  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  allowed  now  to  be  read  the  second  time,  and  that  it 
would  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next; 
which  ihotion  he  made. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  bill  could  not  take  that  course, 
unless  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  DoDDamei] 
would  consent  to  withdraw  his  opposition. 
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Mr.  DODDRIDGE  would  not  consent. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  liddressed  the  House.  He  said  the 
measure  proposed  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  he 
wished  to  give  an  opportunity  for  members  of  the  House 
to  express  their  opinions  on  it  freely  and  fully,  and  that 
their  remarks  might  be  sent  to  the  people.  He  was  op- 
posed to  hasty  legislation  on  important  matters;  but  if  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  would  withdraw  his  opposition 
to  the  second  reading,  he  would  move  to  postpone  the 
coriKdcration  of  the  bill  to  Tuesday  next.  Such  a  mo- 
tion, he  presumed,  would  not  be  in  order  now. 

The  SPEAKER--N0.  The  Chair  will  reatl  the  rule  of 
the  House,  for  the  information  of  gentlemen. 

[The  SPEAKER  here  read  the  rule,  as  follows;] 

"The  first  reading  of  a  bill  shall  be  for  information; 
and,  if  opposition  be  made  to  it,  the  question  shall  be, 
•Shall  this  bill  be  rejected?'  If  no  opposition  be  made, 
or  if  the  question  to  reject  be  negatived,  the  bill  shall  go 
to  its  second  reading  without  a  question." 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  now  consented  to  withdraw  his  op- 
position. 

Mr.  BATES  inquired  whether,  if  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next,  it  could  then  be 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that,  after  the  bill  had  been  read 
a  second  time,  it  could  go  to  a  Committee  of  tlie  Whole, 
or  be  otherwise  disposedof,  as  the  House  might  direct. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said,  the  gentleman  'from  Pennsylvania 
had  expressed  his  willingfness  to  have  a  free  and  full  dis- 
cission of  the  subject,  and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  no  desire  to  smother  it.  He  [Mr.  M.]  had  been  listen- 
ing for  leasons  why  the  bill  should  not  take  the  ordinary 
course,  but  had  heard  none.  The  bill  was  one  of  vast 
importance,  and  he  was  also  in  favor  of  a  free  and  full 
discussion.  He  should  be  sorry  that  the  bill  should  take 
a  course  to  prevent  his  hearing  tlic  views  of  gentlemen 
»n  the  subject;  and  he  was  not  sore  that  he  should  not 
take  part  in  a  Jiscussion  himself.  He  did  not  intend  now, 
however,  to  commit  himself. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  no  disposition,  on  this  or 
any  other  occasion,  to  prevent  the  freest  discussion  of  the 
matter  before  the  House.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
wring  himself,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  question  should  be 
taken  on  this  biH  at  the  present  session,  that  he  had  pro- 
posed its  postponement  to  this  day  week.  It  would  thus 
come  up  for  consideration,  as  business  of  course,  on  that 
<|ay-  The  bill  will  be,  on  that  day,  precisely  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  it  is  at  this  moment.  It  will  stand  higher 
on  the  calendar  than  it  would  do  were  we  now  to  refer 
it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
1^,  on  that  day,  it  should  be  thought  an  expedient  course, 
the  bill  can  then  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  now.  We  all  know 
that  there  are  many  subjects  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  we  know  that 
there  is  a  vast  mass  of  lumber  there  too.  If  this  subject 
were  referred  to  that  committee,  Mr.  B.  said,  such  an  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  this  House  upon  it,  as  is  due  to 
its  importance,  and  must  be  expected  by  tlie  nation,  would 
not  be  obtained  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  ST0RR8,  of  New  York,  asked  whether  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  second  reading  or  rejection  of  a  bill  was 
"ot  a  auestion  open  to  discussion.  [The  SPEAKER  an- 
gered that  it  was.]  If  so,  said  Mr.  S.,  then  the  gentle- 
jpan  from  South  Carolina,  and  all  others,  would  have  as 
fwll  opportunity  as  they  desired  to  debate  it,  without  re- 
ferring it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said  that  his  objection  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  was  prompted  by  the  same  motives  as 
had  influenced  the  course  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, viz.  that  he  might  have  it  in  his  power  to  debate 
and  decide  iipon  this  bill.  He  gave  way  only  to  allow  of 
the  motion  for  postponement,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 


He  should  not  have  made  the  objection  to  the  second  read- 
ing, but  that  he  might  subject  the  bill  to  debate.  Intending 
himself  fully  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked  how  this  bill  came  to  be  reported. 
Was  there  any  petition  or  any  histruction  to  the  commit- 
tee to  bring  this  subject  now  before  the  House?  If  the 
people  of  the  United  States  do  not  ask  us  to  do  this  thing, 
said  he,  we  ought  not  to  take  it  up  at  all. 

Mr.  l)ANtEL  said  that  the  Judiciaiy  committee  had 
been  instructed,  by  a  special  resolution,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  the  25th  sec- 
tion of  the  judiciary  act;  and,  on  considering  the  subject, 
they  had  come  to  the  resolution  that  it  ought  to  be  re-«> 
pealed*  Mr.  D.  had  no  objection  to  the  proposed  po8t« 
ponement  for  a  we^,  by  which  time  every  member 
would  be  prepared  to  express  his  opinion  upon  it,  he 
supposed. 

Mr.  ARCHER  said,  if  there  was  a  majority  of  the 
House  disposed  to  obtain  a  decision  of  this  question,  they 
coidd,  at  any  time,  get  at  it  by  going  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  should  it  be  refer- 
red, as  he  thought  it  ought  to  be,  to  that  committee, 
where  it  could  be  more  freely  discussed  than  in  the  House. 
This  mode  of  disposing  of  the  bill,  he  tlu>ught,  was  better 
suited  also  to  the  gravity  and  importance  of  the  question, 
than  the -other  mode  proposed. 

Mr.  MARTIN  said  he  should  not  have  risen  ag»n,  but 
that  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  seemed 
to  think  that  he  was  disposed  to  avoid  a  decision  upon  the 
bill  at  the  present  session.  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  no  such 
wish.  But  he  could  not  but  say  that  it  was  a  little  re- 
markable that  a  bill  of  this  importance  should  be  disposed 
of  in  a  mode  different  from  the  treatment  of  any  other 
bill  since  he  had  had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Was  this  the 
ordinary  mode  in  which  bills  were  opposed?  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  said  that  he  had  made  the  mo- 
tion to  reject  tliis  bill,  because  it  wam  a  debatable  one. 
But  certamly  all  would  admit  that,  in  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  discussion  would  be  more  full,  more  free, 
and  over  a  wider  field.  If  the  opinion  entertained  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  on  this  subject,  was  common 
to  a  majority  of  the  House,  he  could  at  any  time  obtain 
a  vote  to  go  into  committee  upon  it  The  gentleman 
shakes  bis  head:  but  he  can,  at  any  time,  move  to  go  into 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  because  such  a  mo- 
tion has  prefisrence  over  any  other.  On  the  other  band, 
the  advocates  of  the  bill  wiU  not  shrink  from  the  inves- 
tigation of  its  object.  They  have  no  desire  to  avoid  a 
decision  upon  it,  atid  will  unite  with  its  opponents  in 
bringing  it  on. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  that,  aa  one  member  of  the 
House,  he  i^ould  be  very  much  gratified  to  have  this  sub- 
ject discussed.  But  he  wished  to  see  the  bill  placed  in 
such  a  situation  as  to  allow  of  an  amendment  being  offered 
to  it,  for  a  modification  of  the  25th  section  of  the  old  law, 
whioh  he  should  prefer  to  a  total  repeal  of  it.  Let  the  bill 
be  read  a  second  time,  wtid  he,  and  then  be  postponed. 
When  it  should  be  again  taken  up,  it  would  then  bo  open 
to  amendment. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  said  that  he  conndered  the  men- 
sure  proposed  by  this  bill  to  be  of  as  much  importance  m 
if  it  were  a  proposition  to  repeal  the  Union  of  these  States; 
and  for  that  reaion  he  could  not,  with  his  consent,  suffer 
it  to  take  the  course  of  an  ordinary  bilL  If  the  House 
should  overrule  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  houk 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  D.  said  he  should  then  renew  opposi- 
tion to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  said  that  he  should  regret  any 
delay  by  this  House  of  a  decision  upon  a  question  so  mo- 
mentous as  this.  It  was  because  of  its  overwhelming 
magnitude  that  he  would  have  it  acted  upon  forthwith.  He 
did  not  believe  that  there  was  a  gentleman  within  hearing 
of  his  voice,  who  had,  at  this  moment,  any  douht  upon 
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his  ovrn  mind  as  to  what  his  vote  would  be  on  this  ques- 
tion. It  seemed  desimble  to  him,  in  every  view,  that  this 
question  should  be  at  once  decided. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  snould  rote  in 
favor  of  postponement. 

[Here  the  hour  for  mornings  business  expired.] 
By  leave  of  tlie  House,  Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  presented 
the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  Judiciary  committee 
against  the  measure  proposed,  and  that,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  hour  of  twelve  was  here  announced  by  the  Chair, 
and  the  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Martiic 
at  its  head,  proceeded  to  attend  the  high  court  of  im- 
peachment. Having  returned,  the  committee  reported 
progress;  and 

The  Home  adjourned. 

WiDNKSDAT,    JaHUART  26. 

DUTIES  ON  IRON. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia — mechanics,  employed  in 
various  branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iron,  viz.  steam 
engine  makers,  anchor  and  chain  smiths,  shipsmitlis,  ma- 
chinists, founders,  hardware  manufacturers,  edge  tool 
makers,  locksmiths,  coach  and  wag^n  smiths,  farriers, 
and  blacksmiths,  prajring  that  such  a  modification  of  the 
existing  tariff  of  duties  on  iron,  as  therein  set  forth,  may 
be  adopted;  which  memorial  was,  on  motion,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia,  reported  a  bill  **  for  the  better  org^anization 
of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia;"  which  was 
tw^ice  read 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  said  that  this  bill  was,  he  be* 
Iteved,  of  an  unexceptionable  nature,  and  its  provisions 
were  much  needed  by  the  people  of  this  District.  Among 
other  things,  it  proposes  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  select  places  of  depot  for  the  preservation  of  the 
arms  of  the  United  States,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
militia,  and  to  employ  persons  to  take  care  of  the  same; 
but  fbrtliese  purposes  it  proposes  no  direct  appropriation, 
thoog'h  probably  some  expense  might  be  the  consequence. 
Under  tnese  circumstances,  Mr.  T.  inquired  of  the  Speak- 
er whether  the  rules  of  the  House  would  require  that  the 
bill  should  go  through  a  Committee. of  the  Whole.  [The 
SPEAKER  answered  in  the  negative.]  It  was  considered 
so  important  that  aomething*  should  be  done  on  this  sub- 
ject, Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  wished  to  have  the  bill  go  to  a 
thM  readtnr  withoat  delay.  The  bill  of  the  last  session 
on  this  subject  contsinea  some  provinons  which  gave 
some  little  disquietude  to  some  of  the  citizens*  A  con- 
vention of  officers  of  the  miUtia  had,  however,  examined 
^k  bill,  and  mme  altemtions  had  been  made,  but  he 
thought  ncil  material  ones,  which  made  the  bill  more 
acceptable  to  the  people.  He  moved  that  the  bill  he 
engnMsed,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

After  a  suggestion  from  the  Chair,  Mr.  T.  waived  his 
motion,  and  the  bill  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
Ibr  Monday  next,  when  the  question  will  be  upon  order- 
ing H  to  l>e  engrossed. 

DUTIES  ON  IRON. 


Mr.  SPEIQHT,  of  North  Carolina,  adverting  to  a  me- 
morial against  the  duty  on  iron,  which  liad  been  tliis 
morning  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and 
alludiog  to  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  this  House, 
implying  a  right  toahearing  upon  their  petition,  said,  that  . 

it  was  a  weU\nown  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  jtions  against  the  reconsideration.     He  bad  no  doubt,  w lien 


Committee  on  Manufatctures  was  opposed  to  a  reduction 
of  the  duties,  not  only  upon  iron,  but  upon  every  other 
article  of  import.  Iron,  he  said,  was  an  article  of  uniTer- 
sal  use  and  consumption;  and  when  it  M*as  proposed  to 
reduce  the  tax  upon  it,  all  the  people  were  interested,  and 
entitled  to  be  heard  without  prejudice  upon  the  subject 
Seeing  that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  had  prejudge- 
ed  the  csuse,  he  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  referring 
the  petition  to  that  committee,  in  order  that  it  might  Lc 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  expressed  his  hope  that  the  proposition 
would  not  be  reconsidered.  The  petition  had  gone  to 
the  proper  committee,  raised  for  the  express  purpose  of 
taking  cognizance  of  matters  of  this  kind.  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  had  said  it  was  wrong  to  refer 
a  memorial  upon  any  subject  to  a  committee  that  had  pre* 
judged  the  case.  Allow  me  to  say,  said  Mr.  R.,  tliat  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  as  much  prejudg^ed 
the  case  as  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  I  cannot 
consent  that  this  petition  shall  take  any  other  direction 
than  that  which  has  already  been  given  to  it.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures  is  established  by  rule,  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Speaker  expressly  to  take  cognizarxe  of 
such  questions.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  i& 
established  and  appointed  to  devise  the  ways  and  means 
of  bringing  money  into  the  treasurj-;  and  I  have  always 
thoug^ht  it  not  the  proper  committee  to  send  questions  of 
this  kind  to.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  oupht 
not  to  take  cognizance  of  such  matters,  unless  spcciaUv 
sent  to  them;  and,  when  so  sent,  they  ought  to  ino>e 
to  be  discharged  from  them,  as  not  being  within  their 
province. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  (chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means)  said  that,  in  reference  to  the  matter  of  pre- 
judging the  question,  the  two  committees  referred  to 
were  upon  precisely  the  same  footing.  It  was  well 
known,  he  said,  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
take  one  view  of  this  subject,  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures another.  He  understood  tlie  object  of  the  ho- 
norable mover,  however,  to  be,  that  the  matter  of  the 
petition  should  be  fairly  investigated.  He  understood, 
moreover,  that  one  of  the  petitioners,  perhaps  one  of  the 
mq^t  intelligent  practical  mechanics  in  the  United  States, 
is  now  here,  witli  materials  and  evidence  prepared  to  sus- 
tain his  views  before  any  committee  to  whom  the  memo- 
rial should  be  referred.  All  that  Mr.  McD.  desired  to 
u^iderstand,  therefore,  was,  whether  the  Committee  on 
Manuliurtures  would  eive  a  fair  hearing  to  the  manorial- 
ists.  If  they  would,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  subject 
going  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  MALLARY  (churman  of  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures) referred  to  the  rules  of  the  House  for  the 
appointing  of  committees,  and  the  specification  of  their 
duties.  He  remarked,  however,  that,  when  particular 
subjects  were  referred  to  committees,  they  might  be  in 
favor  of  a  part  of  them,  and  have  strong  objectiow  to 
other  portions.  The  Speaker,  in  the  appointment  of 
conunittees,  could  not  always  know  the  sentiments  of  mem- 
bers, nor  could  he  tell  to  what  particular  decision  they 
would  come  on  the  matters  referred  to  their  considera- 
tion. The  question  seemed  to  be,  what  was  the  proper 
duties  to  be  performed  by  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures. He  [Mr.  M.]  was  not  disposed  to  prejudge  the 
present  case;  he  would  say,  nevertheless,  that  all  matters 
referred  to  the  committee  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
be  chainpan,  would  receive  the  undivided  attention  w 
that  committee;  and  he  should  take  great  pleasure,  both 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  and  as  a  member  of  the 
House,  if  the  subject  now  under  consideration  was  refer- 
red to  that  committect  in  directing  his  attention  to  it,  and 
giving  it  the  fullest  possible  investigation. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a  few  obserTa- 
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Camptiuatwn  of  Members. — Judge  Peek, 


[H.  OF  R. 


the  House  was  disposed  to  act  upon  the  subjectt  it  would 
do  so  without  considering  whether  any  proposition  con- 
cernin?  it  came  from  one  committee  or  another.  For 
himself,  he  was  opposed  to  the  measure  proposed,  by 
whatever  committee  it  might  be  recommended;  and  he 
still  continued  to  think  that  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures was  the  committee  to  which  it  h^  been  properly 
referred. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  of  New  York,  said,  after  the  de- 
claration made  by  tlie  gentleman  at  the.  head  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  that  the  subject  would  be  fully 
investigated  before  that  committee,  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  would  withdraw  his  motion. 
This,  Mr.  C  said,  was  one  of  the  most  important  sub- 
jects ever  presented  to  this  House;  and  a  proper  investi- 
gation into  it  would  show  how  imperfect  is  this  tariff  of 
ours,  which  had  been  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  perfect 
in  tlie  world.  These  petitioners  tell  you  that  they  are 
taxed  twice  the  value  of  their  manufacture,  and  that  they 
must  be  prostrated  unless  thev  get  some  relief  ifrom  you. 
It  is  thus  seen  how  important  is  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  of  Connecticut,  said  that  this  was 
not  the  time  to  determine  whether  the  compUunt  of  the 
memorialists  be  or  be  notAvell  founded.  But  it  would  be 
recollected  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  this 
whole  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  standing  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures,  from  whom  the,  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed reference  to  another  committee  would  be  to  take 
it  away.  This,  he  thought,  was  not  a  usual  if  a  deco- 
rous procedure.  The  subject  would,  he  had  no  doubt, 
receive,  before  the  standing  coiilmittee,  a  full  and  fair 
investigation. 

Mr.  J.  S.  BARBOUR,  of  Virginia,  (one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Hanufacturcs,)  took  this  occa- 
sion to  say  tliat,  as  was  known  to  the  House,  a  report  had 
been  made  from  that  committee,  and  a  counter  report  had 
been  presented  by  the  minority.  With  tlie  greatest  re- 
spect for  the  gentlemen  composing  these  two  divinona  of 
the  committee,  he  begged  leave  here  to  say  that  he  dis- 
sented both  from  the  majority  and  the  minority. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  Uien  rose,  and,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  fallen  from  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, withdrew  his  motion  for  reconsideration. 

COMPENSATION  OP  MEMBERS. 

The  House  then-resumed  the  consideration  of  the  joint 
resolution  "  relative  to  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress?" 
together  with  the  instruotiona  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  when  that  resolution 
was  last  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SUTHBIiJLAND  said  a  few  words  in  explanation 
of  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  a  preceding  day;  when 

Mr.  HALL  proposed  a  modification  of  the  instructions, 
by  adding  to  them  a  proviso  that  the  bill,  as  proposed, 
should  not  have  a  retroactive  operation.    - 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment  of 
the  resolution,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

[Here  the  hour  for  morning  business  expired.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  three  thou- 
sand additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of  sugar 
cane,  and  the  manufacture  of  brown  sugar,  recently  trans- 
mitted to  Congress,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Maktix  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  at- 
tend the  trial  before  the  high  court  of  impeachment. 
Having  returned,  the  committee  reported  progress  <  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


TamtsDAT,  January  27. 
COMPENSATION  OF  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  joint 
resolution  **  relative  to  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress," 
together  with  the  motion  to  recommit  the  resohition  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expcndititres,  with  certain  in- 
structions. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  yesterday  called  for  by  Mr. 
Hoffman,  on  the  question;  but  this  day  the  House  refus- 
ed to  order  them. 

Af^er  some  discussion,  the  previous  question  was  de- 
manded, and  the  demand  was  sustained  by  the  House. 
[The  effect  of  the  previous  question  was  to  supersede 
the  motion  for  recommitment  with  instinictions,  and  bring 
the  question  directly  before  the  House  on  tlie  passage  of 
the  joint  resolution.] 

The  main  question  being  put  in  the  following  form: 
<< Shall  the  jomt  resolution  pass?"  it  was  deteiinined  in 
the  aiHrmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell, 
Bai*tley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  J.  Blair,  Bockec,  Boon, 
Borst,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Burgcs,  Butman,  Ga- 
boon, Cambrcleng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Chandler,  Chil- 
ton, Claiborne,  Clay,  Conduct,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles, 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Croche- 
ron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  R,  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dra- 
per, Drayton,  Duncan,  Dwi^ht,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellsworth, 
G.  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Fmdlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Ilammons,  Harvey, 
Hawkins,  Hayncs,  Hodges,  Holland,  Hoffman,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihric,  IngersoU,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jar- 
vis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kcnnon, 
Kincaid,  Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte, 
Lent,  Letcher,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magec,  Mallar)-, 
Marti ndale,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell, 
McCreery,  McCoy,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlen- 
berg, Nuckolls,  Overton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers, 
Ramsey,  Rcncher,  Richardson,  Roane,  Russcl,  Scott, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  II.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sill, 
Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spencer, 
Stanbery,  Standefer,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  William.  L. 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test, 
Wiley  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Tracy,  Trezvant,  Tucker, 
Vance,  Varnum,  Verplanck,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Whittlesey, 
C.  P.  White,  Wickliffe,  WiKle,  AVillianu,  Wilson,  Win- 
g^te,  Yancey,  Young.— 159. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  John  S,  Barbour,  Coleman,  Crownin- 
shield,  Edward  Everett,  Gaither,  Gorham,  Grennel], 
(xurley.  Hinds,  Hughes,  Lciper,  Miller,  Norton,  Patton, 
Pierson,  Rose,  Sprigg,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Sutherland,  Vin- 
ton, Edward  D.  White.— 21. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence,  in  the  following  form: 

"  jResolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprtsmtafiveff, 
That  the  rules  of  each  House  shall  be  so  amended  as  that 
it  shall  be  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Serg<eant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  ascertain,  at  the  end  of  every  session  of  Congress, 
from  each  member  of  Cong^ss,  or  delegate  from  a  terri- 
tor}',  the  number  of  days  which  he  may  nave  beien  absent 
from,  and,  not  in  attendance  upon,  the  business  of  the 
House;  and  in  settling  the  accounts  of ! he  Senators,  mem- 
bers, and  delegates,  there  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
account,  or  amount  of  pay  for  each  session,  at  the  rate  of 
eight  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  any  member  of  either 
House,  or  delegate,  shall  have  been  absent,  except  by 
order,  on  business  of  the  House  to  which  he  belongs,  oV 
m  consequence  of  sickness." 
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H.  OF  R.]  Lands  between  Ludlow  and  Roberts*  Unea. — Surplus  Revenue, — Expenses  of  Impeachment.     [Jaw.  28,  183t. 


LANDS  BETWEEN  LUDLOW  &  ROBERTS'  LINES- 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  STERIGERE,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Howard  in  the 
chair,  and  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  "amend 
an  act  to  quiet  the  title  of  certain  purchasers  of  lands  be- 
tween the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  m  the  State  of 
Ohio,"  log'cther  with  certain  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

[This  subject  has  been  long  before  Congress,  and  the 
debate  on  the  merits  of  the  case  repeatedly  published  in 
the  Intelligencer.  Gcnei*al  McArthur  and  Philip  Dod- 
dridge, as  agents  for  others,  were  the  ownera  of  certain 
lands  between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Roberts,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio.  These  lands  had  been  sold  to  other  indi- 
viduals by  the  United  States,  believing  them  to  be  a  part 
of  the  itational  domain,  and  the  proceeds  were  paid  into 
the  treasury.  Under  this  state  of  things,  Doddridge  had 
commenced  suit  against  the  purchasers,  and  the  United 
States  made  thenHselyes  defendant^  in  the  case.  In  the 
Supreme  Court,  a  decision  was  made  in  favor  of  Dod- 
dridge. After  that  decision,  Congress  passed  an  act  for 
the  survey  of  the  lands,  and  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  appraise  their  value.  Wnen  their 
report  was  made,  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
authorized  to  treat  with  McArthur  and  Doddridge  for  a 
settlement  of  their  claims,  in  order  to  quiet  the  titles  of 
tliosc  who  had  purchased  from  the  United  States.  McAr- 
thur agreed  to  receive  for  his  lands  the  valuation  fixed  by 
the  appraisers.  Doddridge  demanded  tlie  same  sum, 
with  interest,  that  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury.  An 
act  had  passed  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  appropriating 
a  sum  or  money  for  quieting  these  titles;  and  the  bill  at 
present  reported  was  to  make  a  further  appropriation,  to 
tlie  use  of  Mr.  Doddridge,  for  one  of  the  surveys,  which 
he  hatl  already  ceded  to  the  United  States,  but  for  which 
the  act  before  named  did  not  make  sufficient  compensation.] 

A  debate  of  some  duration  took  place  between  Messrs. 
STERIGERE,  McCOY,  WICKLIFFE,  VINTON,  and 
PETTIS.  It  consisted  chiefly,  however,  of  explanations, 
and  a  statement  of  the  principles  on  which  the  bill  before 
the  House  was  founded.  Mr.  STERIGERE  moved  that 
the  proposed  amendments  be  rejected. 

Mr.  TREZVANT  had  risen  to  speak,  when 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  immediately  took  the  chair.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  announced  that  that  body  was 
now  sitting  as  a  high  court  of  impeachment. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Mabtin  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate 
chamber,  to  attend  the  high  court  of  impeachment  sit- 
ting for  the  trial  of  Judg^  Peck. 

Having  returned,  and  reported  progress, 
The  House  again  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  which  was  before  that  committee  in  the  morning 
relative  to  lands  between  Ludlow -and  Roberts*  lines:  with 
out  continuing  the  debate,  the  committee  rose,  and  report- 
ed progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Fridat,  Janvart  23. 
SURPLUS  REVENUE. 

Mr.  POLK,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  at  tlie  commencement  of  the  session,  as 
relates  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  made  a 
report,  [see  Appendix;]  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  print  6,000  copies  of  the  report; 
which  motion  lies  one  diiy  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WnriE,  of  New*  York,  moved  for  the  printing  of 
3,000  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority 


of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciar}',  relative  to  repealing 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  law  of  1789; 
which  motion  lies  one  day. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

Mr.  LECOMPTE  submitted  the  following: 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in. 
structcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aroendine  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  that  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  and  of  the  inferior  courts  shall  hold  their 
respective  offices  for  a  term  of  years. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  demanded  the  question  of  consi- 
deration, and 

Mr.  VANCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS. —Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel,  Bay- 
lor, Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Cambrelenj, 
Carson,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Conner,  Croche- 
ron,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Desha,  Dc  Witt,  Earll,  Findla?, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Harvey,  Haynes, 
Hinds,  Thomas  Irwin,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins 
King,  Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lcwii, 
Lumpkin,  McCreery,  McCoy,  Miller,  Nuckolls,  Pettis, 
Potter,  Richardson,  Roane,  Scott,  Shields,  Standefer,  Stc- 
rigere,  Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Tucker,  Warn, 
Weeks,  Wickliffe,  Yancey.— 61. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Ar- 
nold, Noyes  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barrin- 
ger,  Bartley,  Beekman,  Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Brown, 
Burges,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Clay,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coul- 
ter, Cowlcs,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Crei^- 
ton,  Crowninshield,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Drayton,  Duncan, 
Dwight,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Finch,  Forward,  Gil- 
more,  Gorham,  Green,  Grennell,  Hemphill,  Hodges, 
Holland,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntin^on, 
Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Leiper, 
Lent,  Loyall,  Mallary,  Martindale,  Martin,  Thomas  Ma- 
wpll,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mitchell,  Mo- 
nell,  Muhlenberg,  Norton,  Fatten,  Pearcc,  Pierson,  Polk, 
Ramsey,  Reed,  Rose,  Russel,  Sanford,  Wm.  B.  Sbepard, 
Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Sill,  Smith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spen- 
cer, Richard  Spencer,  Stanbery,  H.  R.  Storrs,  W.  L. 
Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test, 
Trczvant,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vinton,  Washinr- 
ton,  Whittlesey,  C  P.  White,  E.  D.  White,  Wildc,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson,  Wingate,  Young. — 115. 

So  the  House  renised  to  consider  the  resolution. 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  sUted  that  the  witnesses  attendinr 
on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck  could  not  be  discharged  until 
they  were  paid.  It  was  highly  necessary,  therefore,  that 
the  House  should  aot  upon  the  bill  which  he  had  reported 
this  morning;  and  he  moved  to  suspend  the  consideration 
of  any  other  business  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  bill  to  which  he  referred. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Dwianx  in  the  chair, 
and  took  up  the  bill  •*  making  provision  for  the  compen- 
sation of  the  witnesses,  and^other  expenses  attending  tlie 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,**  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

[The  gross  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated  ^y^ 
Senate's  bill,  amounted  to  #12,000?  by  the  proposed 
amendments,  that  amount  was  increased  to  $13,500.] 

Mr.  POLK  said,  the  bill  provided  for  the  compensation 
of  the  witnesses,  both  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
and  the  respondent.  In  all  State  profsecutions,  the  deieij'  • 
Unt  always  paid  his  own  witnesses,  and  he  thought  the 
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United  States  would  do  enough  to  compensate  the  wit- 
nesses on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  He  requested 
information  as  to  what  had  been  the  uakge  in  former  cases 
of  impeachment  under  this  Government. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  replied  that,  in  the  case  of  Judge 
Chase,  the  United  States  had  paid  the  witnesses  on  both 
lides.  He  was  not  positive  as  to  the  other  cases.  He 
would  remark,  that  it  would  tend  to  the  utter  ruin  of  any 
individual  brought  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
for  trial,  if  he  were  to  be  compelled  to  compensate  bis 
own  witnesses.  It  was  right  ana  proper  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  paj  all  the  witnesses  attending  trials  of  im- 
peachments; and  whether  Judge  Peck  should  or  should 
not  be  cleared,  it  was  obvious  that,  if  he  were  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  his  witnesses,  he  was  a  ruined  man. 

Mr.  CARSON  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  proposed  to  be 
amended.  He  remarked,  that  if  a  precedent  was  now 
established,  that  the  United  States  were  not  to  pay  wit- 
nesses on  behalf  of  the  persons  accused  in  trials  of  Hn- 
peachment,  no  future  prosecution  would  take  place, 
however  aggravated  mignt  be  the  offence  committed.  No 
man  would  undertake  it.  There  was  no  analogy  between 
tfae  ordinary  trials  in  the  States  and  a  trial  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  latter,  witnesses  had  gene 
rally  to  be  brought  from  a  distance,  ollen  vci*y  great,  as 
in  the  present  case,  and  their  detention  here  was  both 
long  and  expensive.  What  possible  chance  was  there, 
he  would  ask,  that  an  individual  could  clear  himself  of  an 
alleged  crimen  if  he  was  obliged  to  pay  his  own  witncsiM^s.^ 
No  man  could  clear  liimstlf,  for  no  man  could  afford  the 
expense.  In  his  opinion,  for  the  United  States  to  refuse 
to  pay  witnesses  in  trials  of  the  kind  referred  to,  would 
amount  to  a  positive  denial  of  justice,  &c. 

The  question  was  now  demanded;  and,  being  put  on 
the  amendments  offered  by  the  Judiciai*y  committee,  they 
were  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  Tose,  and  repoiled  the  bill  as 
amended;  the  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  Uiird  time  to-morrow. 

UNDS  BETWEEN  LUDLOW  &  ROBERTS'  LINES. 

The  House  then  resumed,  in  Committee  6f  the  Whole, 
the  bill  '*  to  amend  the  act  to  quiet  the  title  of  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands  between  the  lines  of  Ludlow  and  Ro- 
berts, in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs, 
TREZVANT,  WICKLIFFE,  and  VINTON,  when  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims  were  disagreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
in  rejecting  the  proposed  amendments,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  hour  of  12  having  arrived,  the  House  again  re- 
aolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,.  Mr.  Mabtin 
m  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  the  Senate,  to  attend,  be- 
fore the  high  court  of  impeachment,  the  trial  of  Judge 
Peck.     Having  returned,  and  reported  progfpess. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  January  29. 
THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  tlie  judiciary  act, 
passed  on  the  4th  September,  1789,  coining  up  as  the 
nrst  business  of  the  morning,  tlie  question  being  on  tlie 
motion  of  Mr.  Hue  a  ait  ax  to  postpone  the  motion  that  tlie 
hill  be  read  a  second  time  to  Tuesday  next — 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  rose,  and,  after  a  few  remarks,  de- 
nunded  the  previous  question;  which  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  DoDDRinoE  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 


The  demand  was  sustained  by  the  House — ^yeas  81, 
nays  69. 

The  question  was  then  put,  '*  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put>" 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  75, 
nays  68. 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House — 
which  motion  prevailed;  when  it  was  ascertained  that 
there  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  members  present. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  moved  to  dispense  with  further 
proceeding's  in  the  call;  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  names  of  absentees  on  tlie  first  call  were  then  call- 
ed over  a  second  time.  Several  of  them  answered  to 
their  names  &nd  excuses  were  made  for  others;  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  members  were  now  ascertained  to 
be  present. 

The  doors  were  then  closed;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DWIGHT,  further  proceedings  in 
the  call  were  suspended. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz.  <*  Sliall  the  bill 
be  rejected?" 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Noyes  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barringcr,  Bartley, 
Bates,  Baylor,  Beekman,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Bi*odhea(C  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burgas,  Butman,  Cahoon, 
Chilton,  Clark,  Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Crcighton,  Crocheron,Crown- 
inshield,  John  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickin- 
son, Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Drayton,  D wight.  Eager,  Earll, 
Ellsworth,  G.  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Findlay,  Finch,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Gorham,  Green, 
Grennell,  Gurley,  Halsey,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Holland, 
Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  Inge rsoll, -Thomas  Irwin,  William  W.  Irvin,  Johns, 
Cave  Johnson,  Kcnd:ill,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King, 
Adam  King*  Lcavitt,  Leiper,  Lent^  Letcher,  Magee, 
Mallary,  Martindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  McDuf- 
fie,  Mclntire,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  MoneH,  Muhlen- 
berg, Noiton,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Powers^Reed,  Richai*d- 
son,  Rose,  Russcl,  Siuiford,  Scott,  William  B.  Shepard, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sill, -Speight,  Ambrose 
Spencer,  Richard  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stande&r,  Stcrigere, 
Henry  R.  Storrs,  William  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland, 
Swann,  Sw^ift,  Taylor,  Test,  J.  Thomson,  Vance,  Var- 
num,  Verplanck,  Vinton,  Washington,  Weeks,  Whittle- 
sey, C.  P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  WiUiams,  Wilson, 
Wingate,  Young.— 138. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
Barnwell,  Bell,  James  Blair,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell, Chandler,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Coleman,  Conner,  Dan- 
iel, Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Foster, 
Gaither,  Gordon,  HiUl,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hinds,  Jarvis, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lecompte,.  Lewis,  Loyally 
Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy, 
Nuckolls,  Overton,  Patton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Roane, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Wickliffe,  Wilde, 
Yancey. — 51. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

BROM^N  SUGAR. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  Mr.  Hay.xes  some  days  since,  relative 
to  brown  sugar. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that,  when  this  subject 
before  came  up  in  order,  it  was  laid  over  for  a  specific 
object.  I  myself,  said  Mr.  W.,  moved  its  postponement, 
as  well  from  my  own  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  the 
step,  as  at  tlie  instance  and  suggestion  of  some  other  gen- 
tlemen. The  object  alluded  to  was,  to  let  in  a  report  on 
the  subject,  which  we  were  daily  expecting  to  receive 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  in  compliance  with  a  call 
from  this  House.     Thai  report,  sir,  has  since  been  sent 
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in,  but,  being  of  some  volume,  the  public  printer  has  not 
had  time  enough  to  lay  it  on  our  tables.  This  circum* 
stance  I  regret  as  much  as  any  one  can;  yet  it  does  pi*escnt 
the  question,  how  far  it  be  proper  to  proceed  without  it. 
Several  gentlemen  have  mentioned  the-  subject  to  me; 
and  one  among  the  number  intimated  that,  if  I  did  not 
move  its  further  postponement,  he  would.  As  to  myself, 
it  does  appear  to  me  that  it  would  not  be  over  respectful 
to  the  gentleman  who  presides  in  the  department,  to  take 
no  heed  of  a  document  which  we  have -caused  him  to  pre- 
pare with  no  inconsiderable  labor.  Besides,  I  feel  ttiat  I 
should  be  wanting  in  deference  to  the  people  where  1 
live,  if  I  neglected  to  use,  and  to  imbue  the  House,  as  fu*  as 
depends  on  me,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  wliich  they 
have  taken  so  much  pains  to  embody.  There 'is  another 
consideration:  we  are  bound  by  the  rule  we  have  adopted 
to  attend  in  the  Senate,  during  this  week,  on  the  debate 
of  the  impeachment  we  have  preferred  aguinst  Judge 
Peck.  The  hand  on  the  dial  plate  indicates  that  but  five 
minutes  could  now  be  allotted  to  the  subject.  For  these 
reasons,  sir,  I  move  its  further  postponement  until  next 
AVednesday,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  then  taken  up, 
and  prosecuted  to  a  termination. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Obat- 
TON,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  War  for  certain  infor- 
mation relative  to  officers  of  the  army,  furloughs.  See, 
was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolutions  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  Hoi)0£i$, 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  for  certain  informa- 
tion, were  taken  up,  considered,  and  modified  to  read  as 
follows: 

"Besolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  House  what  measures  have  been 
taken  by  the  Executive  in  relation  to  the  capture,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1829,  of  the  ship  Galatea,  late  of  the  port 
of  New  Bedford,  by  a  Portuguese  naval  squadron  then 
blockading  the  island  of  Terceira;  and,  also,  in  relation 
to  the  imprisonment  and  robbery  of  the  crew  of  said  ship; 
and  to  the  captive  of  other  American  vessels  under  the 
same  order  of  blockade. 

•*  Jierolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  be- 
fore this  House  any  correspondence  that  may  have  been 
had  touching  this  matter,  within  the  knowledge  or  pos- 
session of  tlie  President,  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  H.  in  explanation  of  the 
object  of  the  resolutions,  they  were  agi-ecd  to,  as  modified. 

The  resolution  oflTered  by  Mi*.  Potteu  a  few  days 
since,  to  amend  the  rule  of  the  House  which  limits  the 
discussion  of  resolutions  to  one  hour,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  POTTER  was  going  on  to  state *tl»e  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  offer  the  resolution,  and  exjilaining  the 
bad  effects  of  the  present  rule,  wlien  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  expiration  of  the  hwir — elucidating,  as  he  said, 
the  inexpediency  of  the  rule,  and  exemplifying  the  great 
disadvantages  unrler  which  members  labored. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Martix  in  the  chair,  and  proceeded  to 
the  Senate,  to  attend  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck  before  the 
high  court  of  impeachment.  Having  returned,  and  re- 
ported progress, 

The  House  adjourned  to  ^fonday. 

Moxdat,  Jatujart  31. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  presented  the  petition  of  three  Chero- 
kee Indians,  who  are  entitled  to  reserves  of  six  hundred 
and  fhrty  acres  of  land  each,  and  moved  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims.* 

Mr.  CLAY  suggested  that  the  proper  reference  would 
be  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  CROCKETie  maintained  that  the  petition  should 
go  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  He  explained  the  object 
of  the  memorialists.  They  had  been  dispossessed  of 
their  land  by  white  men,  and  brought  a  suit  for  its  reco- 
very, but  were  too  poor  to  employ  counsel.  They  had 
thrown  themselves  on  the  State  of  Tennessee  for  the 
benefit  of  the  pauper  law,  so  as  that  counsel  might  be 
employed  for  them;  btit  the  benefit  of  that  law  was  re- 
fused. He  hoped  the  petition  would  go  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  its  reference  to  the  Judiciaiy 
committee. 

After  sonie  conversation  between  Messrs.  CLAY,  WIL* 
LIAMS,  WHIITLESEY,  and  others,  the  petition  vas 
finally  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MERCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription  to 
the  stock  of  the  Alexandria  Canal  Company;  which  was 
twice  read;  and  the  question  being  on  its  commitment, 

Mr.  POTTER  moved  to  Uy  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERCER  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  which  reported 
the  bill.     The  Clerk  was  about  to  read  it;  when 

Mr.  MERCER  earnestly  entreated  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  thus  save  the 
time  of  the  House,  and  the  money  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  POTTER  said,  that,  yielding  to  the  advice  of  his  . 
friends  around  him,  he  would  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table.  When  the  bill  granting  a  charter 
to  the  company  was  before  the  House,  at  the  last  session, 
it  was  generally  understood  that,  if  the  company  obtained 
the  charter,  they  would  not  ask  Congress  for  a  subscrip- 
tion to  their  stock. 

Mr.  MERCER  stated  that  the  gentleman  was  under  a 
misapprehension.  The  individuals  who  advocated  the 
granting  of  a  charter  had  no  power  to  pledge  the  com- 
pany that  they  would  not  ask  Congress  to  subscribe  to  the 
stock  of  that  company.  He  assured  the  gentleman  that 
there  was  no  pledge;  and  he  felt  convinced  that,  if  the 
gentleman  would  read  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
subject,  and  had  no  constitutional  objections  to  the  mea- 
sure proposed,  he  would  unite  with  the  friends  of  the  bill 
in  procuring  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  then  committed. 

>tr.  DODDRIDGE  asked  leave  to  submit  a  motion  to 
print  6,000  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  relative  to  re- 
pealing the  twenty -fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
1789;  but  the  House  refused  the  leave. 

JUDGE  PECK. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SPEIGHT,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Cambbklfni* 
in  the  chair;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNES,  procet^d- 
ed  to  the  Senate,  to  attend  the  further  tiial  of  Judge  Peck 
before  the  high  court  of  impeachment.  Having  return- 
ed, the  chairman  reported  that  the  committee,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  order  of  the  House,  had  attended  the  trial  of 
Judge  Peck;  and  that  the  Senates  had  pronounced  judg- 
ment in  the  case,  and,  by  a  vote  of  22  to  21,  had  refusc<l 
to  sustain  the  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House;  and 
that  the  court  had  adjourned  sine  die. 

ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  6th  instant  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  was  rejected  the  bill  to  authorize  a  change  in  the 
disposal  of  the  land  granted  for  the  construction  of  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  hoped  the  motion  for  reconsideration 
would  prevail,  and  that  the  bill  would  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  some  day  certain;  by  wliich  time  he  trusted 
that  he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  gentlemen  on  a  point 
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which  was  objected  to  when  the  bill  was  last  before  the 
House;  and  he  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report  of  ihe 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  which  committee  report- 
ed the  bill.     It  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  that,  when  the  bill  was  taken  up  be- 
fore,  he  was  desirous  of  offering  an  amendment,  with  a 
view  to  meet  the  views  of  gentlemen.  If  no  other  mem- 
ber did,  he  should  take  occasion,  if  the  House  a£^ed  to 
reconsider  the  bill,  to  submit  an -amendment,  so  as,  if  pos- 
iible,  to  meet  the  yiews  of  gentlemen,  and  secure  the 
pissage  of  the  bill  in  the  best  possible  shape. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  remarked  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
made  the  motion  to  reconsider,  had  stated  to  the  House, 
at  the  time  of  doing  so,  that  he  did  it  with  the  view  to 
offer  an  amendment,  proposing  to  appropriate  money,  in 
lieu  of  scrip,  to  aid  the  State  of  Illinois  m  the  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  canal.  If  gentlemen  would  prefer 
the  appropriation  of  money,  he  had  noobiection;  tliough, 
for  his  own  part,  he  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  with 
scrip.  Gentlemen  were  mistaken  in  the  idea  that  the  scrip 
would  be  sacrificed.  Lands  to  the  amount  of  ^60,000 
liad  been  sold  in  the  State  of  Illinois  the  last  year^;  it  was 
proposed  by  the  bill  to  apply  but  $50,000  worth  of  scrip 
in  a  year;  and  it  was  evident  that  it  would  be  equal  to 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  State. 

Mr.  BBLL  said  he  had  voted  for  the  original  bill,  and 
stated  the  g^unds  upon  which  he  did  so.  He  riiould  be 
opposed  to  an  amendment  like  the  one  suggested,  and 
could  not  vote  for  the  reconsideration,  though  he  had 
voted  for  the  bill  originally. 

Mr.  VANCE  saud  tliat,  for  himself,  he  was  willing  to 
take  the  bill  as  it  was;  but  it  did  not  appear  to  be  so 
framed  as  to  satisfy  gentlemen;  and  with  a  view  to  give 
more  general  satisfaction,  the  motion  had  been  made  to 
reconsider,  so  aa  to  submit  the  amendment  suggested. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  with  a  view,  as  he  said,  to  have 
done  with  the  subject,  for  the  present  session,  at  least, 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  reconsideration  on  the  table. 

The  motion  wasnegfatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been  rejected,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  82,  nays  109. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Monroe — ^the  question  being  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  MERCER  rose,  and  said  that,  when  the  bill  was 
under  consideration  in  Coipmittee  of  the  Whole,  he  had 
su(^ested  the  propriety  of  retaining  the  enacting  clause; 
2nU  that,  if  it  were  not  stricken  out,  he  should  move  to 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  bill  kfler  the  enacting  claitse, 
^nd  submit  an  amendment,  referring  the  claim  to  tlie  ac- 
counting ofiicers  of  the  treasury  for  a  just  and  equitable 
settlement.  The  committee  had,  however,  seen  proper 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause.  He  hoped  the  House 
vould  not  agree  with  the  committee  in  their  amendment; 
in  the  event  of  which  he  should  submit  an  amendment, 
[vhich  he  read.]  Mr.  M.,  in  a  speech  of  some  length, 
then  spoke  in  favor  of  the  claim,  and  in  explanation  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  CHILTON  should  be  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  the  House  would  at  once  con- 
cur with  the  committee,  and  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
oi  the  bill.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CARSON  spoke  in  favor  of  the  claim,  and  against 
">c  amendment  of  the  committee.  A  bill  should  pass  in 
some  shape,  extending  relief  to  Colonel  Monroe. 

Mr.  PATTON  gave  bis  views  on  the  subject;  he  was 
opposed  to  the  amendment,  yet  tlioughtthat  the  sum  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed  by  the  bill  was  too  large.     The  al- 
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lowance  to  Mr.  Monroe  for  a  house  purchased  by  him  in 
Paris,  for  instance,  was  an  item  to  which  he  objected. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  in  a  very  impressive  speech,  sup- 
ported the  claim,  at  considerable  length.  He  alluded  to 
the  revolutionary  services  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  his  present 
unenviable  situation. 

Mr.  HOWARD  called  for  the  reading  of  a  memorial 
from  his  constituents,  in  support  of  the  claim,  as  being 
couched  in  strbng^er  langnage  than  he  could  use,  and 
which  he  hoped  would  be  read  to  the  House  instead  of 
any  remarks  from  him.     The  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  made  a  few  very  energetic  remarks  in 
favor  of  the  claim,  and  its  settlement  by  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury.  He  alluded  particularly  to  Mr. 
Hagner,  as  one  of  the  best,  most  industrious,  and  faithful 
accounting  ofiicers  of  the  Giovetnment,  and  said  that,  if 
the  d^m  should  be  referred  to  hun,  ample  justice  would 
be  done. 

Mr.  POLK  opposed  the  claim. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  was  in  favor  of  the  claim,  as  well  as 
in  favor  of  sending  it  to  the  accounting  ofRcers  of  the 
treasury  for  adjustment.  He  also  eulogfized  Mr.  Hagfner 
as  a  faithful  public  officer,  and  hoped  the  claim  might  be 
settled  as  proposed. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  this  bill;  his  vote  was  recorded  in  the  com- 
mittee--a  sense  of  duty  only  induced  him  to  vote  as  he 
did.  ^  I  shall  not  be  sorry,  said  Mr.  E.,  if  gentlemen  can 
find  it  to  be  their  duty  to  vote  otherwise.  My  object  is  to 
state  the  objections  I  have  to  the  reference  proposed  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia*  viz.  that  the 
adjustment  of  this  account  shall  be  referred  to  an  ao* 
counting  officer  of  the  treasury,  to  act  under  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  subject  to  the  supervision  and  final  decision 
of  the  President. .  The  manner^  of  reference,  and  the 
principles  of  settlement,  are  incorrect.  The  whole  is 
nothing  less  than  passing  a  vote  that  the  present  Execu- 
tive shall  allow  to  one  of^his  predecessors  what,  on  vague 
principles  of  equity,  if  not  of  mere  generosity,  he  pleases. 
I  wouJd  as  willingiy  give  this  power  to  the  present  Execu- 
tive, as  to  any  man;  but  I  thmk  we  should  give  it  to  no 
man.  He  ought  not  to  be  called  to  this  duty;  he  must 
feel  his  embarrassment  in  discharging  it,  and  he  cannot 
act  as  another  msn  might.  I  would  not  object  to  a  Re- 
ference to  an  accounting  officer;  but  then  I  want  his 
responsibility.  As  is  proposed,  he  is  to  act  under  anotheri 
andj  assure  tlie  House,  under  this  reference,  he  will  not 
assume  our  responsibility,  and  do  what,  in  committee,  we 
have  said  ought  not  to  be  done,  and  especially  as  he  acts 
under  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  is  thus  placed  over  an 
inferior  officer,  to  direct  his  course.  Nor  can  the  Be&e- 
tary  feel  any  responsibility^-the  amendment  is  that  the 
President  is  to  decide;  and  I  repeat  that  the  whole  is  lefl 
to  the  generosity  of  the  Executive.  We  lay  down  no 
definite  ndes — we  designate  no  items — we  fix  no  limits-— > 
and,  for  aught  we  can  do,  if  this  amendment  prevails, 
claims  to  any  amount  may  be  allowed  against  us.  Sir,  it 
is  our  duty  to  pass  judgment  upon  these  claims.  If  they 
are  legal,  tiien  we  already  have  accounting  officers  to 
allow  them;  if  they  are  not  legal,  but  are  to  be  allowed 
on  princii>]es  of  indefinite  equity  or  generosity,  it  is  our 
busmcsd  to  determine  the  amount,  or  reject  them.  With 
the  fullest  confidence  in  the  Executive,  that  he  would  do 
^hat  seemed  to  him  right,  I  will  not  consent  to  impose 
upon  him  this  unwelcome  duty — h6  is  in  a  most  delicate 
situation,when  called  by  Congress,  and  that,  too,  after  our 
vote  in  committee,  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  President 
Monroe.  It  is  notiiing  less  tiian  an  appeal  to  his  gene- 
rosity— the  persons  under  him  will  never,  in  such  a  case 
as  this,  undertake  to  ^scriminate  between  the  items. 
They  have  no  rule  for  it.  As  none  of  the  items  are  a 
legal  cliargc,  they  will  at  once  refer  the  whole  to  the 
President,  and  he  must  take  the  responsibility  of  allowing 
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them,  or  incurring  the  displeasure  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill — a  situation  in  which  ne  ought  not  to.  be  placed,  for 
in  it  he  cannot  act  as  in  the  discharge  of  his  appropriate 
duties. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  was  in  favor  of  it. 
He  made  several  remarks  in  support  of  the  claim,  and 
concluded,  by  making  a  very  feeling  appeal  to  the  House 
in  its  support. 

Mr.  DWIGHT  also  spoke  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  WILXJAMS  agam  opposed  the  claim. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  observed,  he  should 
hare  been  content  to  pursue  bis  ujMial  course,  by  giving  a 
silent  vote,  if  he  had  not  noticed,  during  this  earnest  and 
protracted  debate,  that  many  gentlemen  seemed  to  enters 
tain  erroneous  views  of  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
demand  made  upon  the  Government.  Although,  said  Mr. 
D.,  I  was  a  member  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  this 
matter  was  referred,  both  in  the  last  and  in  the  present 
Congress,  I  had  resolved  to  leave  the  discussion  to  others; 
but  after  what  has  taken  place  to  day, I  feel  called  on  by  a 
sense  of  duty  to  place  the  claim  in  its  true  light  before  a 
vole  is  taken;  for  I  am  persuaded  it  has  merits  which  have 
been  overlooked  in  the  heat  of  debate.  I  have,  said  he, 
looked  over  the  voluminous  documents  which  are  intended 
to  illustrate  and  support  it,  not  at  the  present  session,  but 
during  a  former  Congress  and  although  I  may  not  in  my 
recollection  be  exact  in  their  details,  yet  my  memory  will 
not  fiul  me  in  the  material  facts.  I  may  claim,  therefore, 
without  subjecting  myself  to  the  imputation  of  vanity,  to 
know  something  of  ue  facts  as  they  are  set  forth.  Let 
us  then  see  what  they  are.  Mr.  Monroe  was  appointed 
to  a  twofold  misson:  first  to  France,  and  then  to  Eng- 
land, by  Mr.  Jefferson,  who,  having  an  over  solicitude 
to  economize,  the  public  funds,  informed  him,  when  the 
appointment  was  made,  that  he  must  be  content  with  one 
outfit  instead  of  two,  aa  bad  been  usual  under  similar 
drcumstances,  both  before  and  since.  It  was  then  believ- 
ed, both  by  the  President  and  the  minister,  that  this 
arrangement  would  cover  the  expense;  but  the  latter 
found  on  experiment  tliat  it  was  a  great  mistake,  for  he 
had  been  compelled  to  draw  largely  upon  his  private  re- 
sources to  maintain  himself. 

On  his  return,  after  much  delay,  the  second  outfit  was 
allowed  to  him,  and  he  received  it,  protesting  that  it  fell 
far  short  of  indemnifying  him.  This  is,  said  Mr.  D.,the 
substance  of  the  story;  and,  in  order  to  understand  the 
grounds  of  appeal  to  this  Government,  it  is  necessary  to 
advert  to  the  state  of  public  affairs  at  the  time,  and  to 
notice  some  of  the  items  of  claim  presented  for  our  con- 
sideration. I  shall  not  trouble  the  House,  however,  with 
that  kind  of  examination  which  has  been  gone  through  by 
many  gentlemen,  for  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  as  I  view 
this  matter,  for  I  do  not  consider  Mr.  Monroe  as  having 
established  a  strictly  legal  claim,  antt  shall  not,  therefore, 
draw  in  question  the  reasoning  which  has  been  pressed 
upon  us  on  this  bead,  and  which  has  occupied  the  time  of 
the  House  for  several  days.  ' 

What,  then,  said  Mr.  D.,  was  the  state  of  public  affairs.^ 
It  was  a  momentous  crisis — %  crisis  big  with  the  fate  of 
Europe.  •  It  was  the  period  of  the  French  revolution, 
when  the  mind  of  that  nation  was  on  fire,  threatening  to 
consume  itself,  and  whatever  approached  it.  It  was  a  time 
of  g^at  embarrassment,  which  called  for  great  skill,  for 
uncommon  prudence,  and  the  most  patient  forbearance; 
which  demanded  a  spirit  of  unexampled  temperance  and 
conciliation  to  maintain  and  secure  the  interests  of  the 
country.  In  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  the  min- 
ister declares  he  felt  himself  bound,  by  his  regard  for  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  this  nation,  to  adopt  measures 
attended  with  unusual  expense.  H^  protection  was 
■ought  by  a  large  number  of  his  countrymen  against  the 
Imminent  dangers  and  misrule  of  the  times.  It  was  not 
•oagtat  in  vain.    He  threw  open  the  doors  of  hb  heritable 


mansion  to  all  who  sought  a  place  of  refuge,  and  limited 
his  &mil^  only  by  the  number  of  his  countrymen. 

To  give  the  French    nation  an  assurance  which  its 
watchful  jealousy  seemed  to  demand,  that  we  were  desir- 
ous of  a  lasting  peace  and  friendship  with  them,  he 
bought  a  house  in  Paris,  for  which  he  paid  a  large  mm  of 
money.     He  declares  most  solemnly  that  his  sole'bbject 
was  to  nve  the  French  unequivocal  proof  of  our  tiocere 
desire  tor  perpetual  amity,  and  that  he  should  not  have 
made  the  purchase  upon  any  other  consideration,  or  for 
any  other  purpose.     The  title  to  this  estate  has  ftiled,  and 
he  has  lost  the  whole  amount  of  the  purchase  money.  He 
admits  that  he  had  no  instructions  to  purchase  it  for  this 
Government,  but  took  it  at  his  own  risk,  believiDg  lumtelf 
called  upoaso  to  do  for  the  good  of  the  country.    It  i» 
said  this  fumiahed  no  ground  of  legal  claim  upon  the 
treasury — ^agreed^-but    I  appeal  to  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  as  individuals,  as  men  bearing  the  relations  of  hooo^ 
able,    high-minded  citizens  in  the  community;  as  men 
having  just  conceptions  of  the  moral  obligatioDS  which 
exist  between  principal  and  ag^nt,  between  master  and 
servanti  and  ask  each,  if  he  had  employed  an  agent  in  bis 
service,  who,  in  a  diflStcult  and  embarrassing  crisis  of  hit 
affaira,had  ad  vamped  his  private  funds  without  instnictioos, 
but  solely  for  the  beoent  of  his  principal,  and  with  the 
hope  of  rescuing  him  from  imminent  peril,  tpd  stnuld 
thereby  ruin  himself  while  he  protected  the  interests  of 
his  emplo)jer,  whether,  to  such  an  agent,  he  could  turn 
a  deaf  ear  if  he  should  appeal  to  his  sense  of  justice  and 
equity  for  relief  in  his  distress?      Whether  he  could 
spurn  him  away«  and  leave  him  to  perish  with  hanger  and 
nficedness?    And,  if  lie  could,  whether  the  world  would 
not  condemn  such  an  individual  as  cold,  selfish,  heartiest 
as  destitute  of  the   sympathies  of  our  nature,  and  an 
idolater  of  money?    Sir,  there  would  be  but  one  opinion 
in  such  a  case— the  servant  sinks  his  private  means  is  his 
most  ancere  endeavors  to  promote  the  interests  of  ha 
master,  and  without  a  thought  of  benefiting  himself;  thil 
master  can  never  live  honored  and  respected  in  the  en- 
joyment of  wealth  among  his  fellow-citiaens,  whik  that 
servant  is  perishing  with  poverty.     Now,  ar,  what  is  the 
difference  between  this  and  the  case  before  us?    W*  ■" 
not,   as   some  gentlemen  seem    to   suppose,  a  judicial 
tribunal  to  decide  between  parties,  but  we  are  the  master 
settling  with  the  servant;  and  shall  it  be  said  tliat  we  can- 
not, or  that  we  will  not,  deal  justly  ?    Mr.  Monroe  sunk  a 
large  portion  of  his  private  property  in  this  house— it  is 
gone,  and  we  are  assured  the  act  was  done  with  the  best 
intentions,  and  solely  for  our  good — ^and  I  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen to  decide  in  this  case  as  they  would  m  a  private 
transaction.     I  ask  them  whether  they  are  prepared  to 
say  there  is  no  equity  in  this  demand;  whether  they  are 
willing  to  push  it  from  them  by  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  and  obtain  for  their  country  a  rcpu- 
Ution  which,  as  individuals,  they  would  be  unwilling  to 
own. 

I  see,  said  Mr.  D.,  another  item  to,  which  I  will  also  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment.  It  is  money  sd- 
ranced  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  Thomas  Paine.  The 
sum  is  not  large,  but  too  large  for  a  poor  man  to  1<»^' 
At  the  period  of  indiscriminate  slaughter,  during  »« 
French  revolution,  Paine  was  seized  and  incarcerated, 
but  through  accident  his  life  was'  spared,  though  he  wm 
kept  immured  in  a  loathsome  cell  until  he  almost  perished 
from  suffering.  In  this  situation  he  made  an  *PP***^ 
the  minister  for  protection  as  a  foreigner,  and  througt» 
his  interposition  was  liberated;  but  he  was  worn  down 
with  disease;  penury,  and  want.  He  had  no  one  toapp^ 
to  but  the  minister  of  his  adopted  country.  This  app«* 
was  made,  and  for  the  honor  of  my  countiy  I  feel  sincerely 
thankful  it  was  not  made  in  vain.  .   , 

I  am  aware,  fdr,  that  this  individual  has  justly  forfeited 
much  of.  his  character,  and  that  in  afterUmes  bis  memory 
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has  been  held  in  low  estimation  by  a  larg^  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  country;  but  sir,  if  we  go  back  to  the  re* 
roiution,  and  read  the  effusions  of  his  pen  at  that  period, 
the  patriotic  feeling  kindled  by  them  will  teach  us  that  the 
author  of  the  Crisis  will  not  be  forgotten  while  we  are  a 
free  people.  What,  sir,  would  have  been  said  of  the 
Amencan  minister  if  he  had  repulsed  the  appeal,  and  left 
the  man  to  perish?  His  conduct  would  have  been  repro- 
bated as  disgraceful  to  himself  and  dishonorable  to  the 
nation.  It  would  have  fixed  on  him  a  stain  which  neither 
time  nor  circumstance  could  efface.  He  knew  too  well  his 
obligation  as  a  minister,  and  a  citizen,  to  pursue  such  a 
blind,  selfish  course.  He  took  him  under  his  protection, 
and  prorided  for  his  wants;  and  it  is  said  this  lays  no  foun* 
dation  for  a  legal  duro.  Agreed;  but  will  gentlemen  say 
there  is  no  equity  in  it.^  Will  they  plead  the  statute  of 
liinitations?  Will  they  lay  hold  of  an  expression  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  where  he  says  he  asks  no  pay  for  it?  This  will 
do,  sir,  for  clerks  of  yonder  department,  who  liave  no 
power  to  act  otherwise,  but  it  cannot  become  a  magnant- 
ID0U9  and  generous  people,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  one 
of  tlieir  most  distinguished  servants.  The  money  was 
paid—it  came  out  of  private  funds— it  was  advanced  by 
the  individual  for  the  honor  of  the  country — ^it  has  never 
been  refunded — ^I  repeat,  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  say 
there  is  no  equity  in  this? 

I  tee  among  the  enumerated  items  certain  clums  for  in- 
terest, because  the  principal  was  withheld.    Now  it  may 
be  said  that  the  matter  should  have  been  settled  earlier. 
This  may  be  so^  but  still  there  are  reasons  for  the  driay, 
which  ought  to  be  reapeeted.     The  individual  says  his 
relations  to  this  Government  were  such,  that  ho  felt  un- 
willing  to  bring  forward  his  demands,  lest  he  should  be 
thought  to  use  the  powers  and  influence  of  office  to  aid 
Klfish  purposes. '    Sir,  this  is  a  feeling  honorable  to  him 
who  entertuned  it,  and  worthy  of  all  imitation— he  was 
willing  to  come  to  the  level  of  a  private  citizen  before  he 
asked  you  to  settle  a  disputed  claim.     Sir,  1  will  not  say 
interest  is  due,  but  I  would  have  the  matter  looked  into 
by  the  accounting  officers;  and  I  should  not  stand  upon 
nice  technical  nSes,  but  diotiiat  which  in  itself  is  right 
and  honorable;  and  I  hope  the  claimant  expects  no  more. 
I  could  go  more  at  large  into  this  account,  and  spei^  of 
the  arduous  services  of  this  individual  while  he  did  the 
duties  of  two  departments,  and  put  forth  the  utmost  of 
bis  exertions  to  replenish  the  empty  treasury,  by  pledging 
his  honor  and  property,  but  these  observations  illustrate 
By  riews.    The  claimant  has  not  a  strictly  legal  demand, 
hutheappeals  to  our  justice — he  calls  on  us  to  deal  by 
lum  as  one  honest  man  deals  by  another;  and  for  one,  sir, 
I  vill  not  disobey  the  call.     I  will  not  stand  on  the  ground 
of  ipecial  pleaders,  but  will  look  into  the  whole  matter; 
»id  if  it  be  right  to  mnt  a  sum  of  money,  I  will  vote  for 
itf  under  a  full  belief  that  I  ought  so  to  do,  and  that  it  will 
be  the  most  acceptable  service  I  can  perform  to  my  con- 
stituents, for  they  are  too  liberal  and  too  enli^tened  to 
^re  to  enrich  the  pubUc  by  wronging  an  individual. 

1  could  say  sometning  of'^the  pubhc  services  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  of  the  hunuliating  spectacle  of  a  fellow-citi- 
zMi  who  has  held  the  lughest  places  of  honor  and  trust  in 
this  great  republic,  struggling  with  abject  poverty,  but  I 
forbear,  as  this  topic  luui  been  pressed  with  great  elo- 
q*ience|oQ  the  one  hand,  and  repeUed  with  equalability on 
the  other.  Perhaps  it  ought  to  have  liUle  influence  in 
deciding  this  question.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain; 
this  roan  has  not  grown  rich  at  the  public  expense,  and 
thu  is  a  strong  proof  of  honesty. 

Sir,  1  rose  to  make  these  explanations,  merely  that  the 
Houie  might  not  vote  under  false  impressions;  and  I  will 
fetume  my  seat,  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  enacting 
cuuae  will  not  be  struck  out,  but  the  bill  will  be  so  amend- 
fd  as  to  give  the  claimant  some  suitable  compensation  for 
ha  public  services  and  sacrifices. 


After  a  few  remarks  firom  Mr.  MERCER,  and  a  reply 
by  Mr.  POLK  to  Mr.  M.  and  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachu- 
setts, 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the  enacting  cUuse  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  tiie  negative— yeas  80,  nays  109. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  moved  to  strike  out  aU  after  the 
enacting  clause  of  tKe  bill,  and  insert  the  amendment 
which  he  had  before  read.     Pending  which  motion, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  tiie  motion  for  one  minute,  to  enable  him 
to  ask  leave  of  absence  for  his  colleague  [Mr.  GomnAx] 
for  ten  days. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  consenting,  leave  was  granted*  as  re- 
quested. 

And  then  Uie  House  adjourned. 


TuxsDAT,  FxaauABT  1. 
AMENDMENT  OF  THE  RULES. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  PoTTxa,  to  amend  the  rule 
which  limits  debate  on  resolutions  and  the  presentation  of 
reports  to  one  hour  in  each  day,  was  ag^in  taken  up. 

[When  this  resolution  was  under  consideration  a  few 
days  ago,  Bfr.  POTTER  made  a  fei;^  observations  in  re- 
gard to  it,  one  of  which  produced  a  general  smile  in  the 
House.  Adverting  to  the  operation  of  the  rule  which 
limits  the  connderation  of  resolutions  to  a  single  hour  on 
each  day,  frequently  cutting  off  a  speech  wnich  might 
have  been  near  its  conclusion  but  for  the  intervention  of 
the  rule,  he  said  that  the  effect  of  it  was  to  give  time  to 
the  orator  to  recuperate,  and  resume  his  speech  the  next 
day  with  fresh  materials  and  fresh  vigor.  Mr.  P.  had 
scarcely  pronounced  these  words,  when  the  Speaker  ap- 
prised the  gentleman  that  the  hour  had  enlred,  and  he 
must  suspend  his  further  observations*  for  this  day. 
Whereupon,  Mr.  P.  observed  that  there  could  not  have 
been  a  better  illustration  of  the  remark  which  he  had  Just 
made,  than  that  which  the  present  case  furnished,  if  he 
should  feel  disposed  to  avail  himself  of  the  interval  of  a 
day  to  prepare  a  set  speech.] 

Mr.  POTTER  added  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  He 
spoke  of  the  numerous  and  complicated  rules  of  the  House, 
and  of  the  many  instances  in  which  gentlemen  were  de- 
clared to  be  out  order,  from  the  want  of  a  proper  know- 
ledge of  them.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  refer  the  re- 
solution to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  amend 
the  rules  generally. 

Mr.  MERCER  had  one  sug^stion  to  make  before  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to.  By  the  present  rule  of  the 
House,  should  the  previous  Question  be  demanded,  and 
sustained,  it  shut  out  all  amendments  which  had  been  pre- 
viously made  to  a  bill,  and  the  question  recurred  on  the 
original  bill  itself.  He  hoped  that  rule  would  undergo  an 
amendment,  so  as  to  avoid  this  singular  operation. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  SURPLUS  REVENUE. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since,  to  authorize 
the  printing  of  6,000  copies  of  the  Report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a  distribution 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  wasnext  taken  up. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  said,  he  would  ask  the  indulg- 
ence of  the  House  but  for  a  very  few  moments,  while  he 
stated  his  objections  to  the  motion  under  conmderation. 
Having  had  tne  honor  to  be  upon  the  committee  by  which 
the  report  was  presented,  and  dissenting  as  he  did  to  most 
of  the  doctrines  contMned  in  it,  he  availed  lumself  of  that 
mode  and  opportunity  to  explun  the  extent  of  his  dissent, 
and  very  briefly  to  give  his  views  of  the  subject  referred 
to  the  committee,  in  preference  to  the  more  common  one 
of  submitting  them  in  the  form  of  a  counter  report.   This 
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beinji^  the  chief  object  for  which  he  had  risen,  said  Mr. 
£.,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  imputed  to  ine,  that  I  have  any 
desire  to  suppress  this  report,  or  to  withhold  it  in  the 
smallest  degree  from  the  public  eve,  or  to  restrain  it  from 
the  most  extensive  circulation  which  its  friends  can  wish. 
All  such  motives  I  utterly  disclaim.  Indeed,  if  I  could  be 
governed  by  such  considerations,  and  were  really  anxious 
to  restrict  its  circulation,  I  am  fully  sensible  how  utterly 
unattainable  that  object  is.  The  Questions  discussed  in 
the  report  have  for  a  long  period  agitated  the  public 
mind;  and  all  that  argument,  and  learning,  and  eloquence 
could  bring  to  aid  the  decision  of  them,  has  lonc^  since 
been  exhausted.  The  controversy  is,  however,  still  car- 
ried on  in  the  public  journals,  and  political  parties  have 
taken  different  sides,  and  are  endeavoring  to  sustain  them- 
selves in  their  views  upon  these  topics.  Now,  is  it  for  a 
moment  to  be  supposed  that  the  report  in  question  will 
not  be  extensively  circulated  and  spread  before  the  peo- 
ple, even  if  the  present  motion  should  fakV  If  it  be  an 
able  and  convincing  argument,  will  not  the  presses,  and 
the  party  who  concur  in  it,  spread  it  as  on  the  wings  of 
the  wind?  Will  it  not  be  published  and  republished,  ap- 
plauded, scrutinized,  canvassed;  nay,  forced  upon  public 
attention?  Such  surely  is  the  &teof  all  public  documents 
of  this  description.  If,  however,  I  regarded  it  as  of  an 
opposite  character;  if  in  my  judgment  it  is  feeble  and  un- 
founded, then  surely  I  can  have  no  other  motive  than  to  give 
it  the  roost  extensive  circulation  possible:  for  in  proportion 
as  it  ffdls  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  propositions  which 
it  maintainss  it  adds  strength  and  support  to  the  opposite 
principles.  When,  too»  it  b  considered  how  very  small 
the  number  proposed  to  be  printed  is,  compared  with  tlie 
number  of  people  to  be  supplied,  can  it  be  supposed 
that  a  refusal  to  adopt  the  motion  will,  in  any  sensible  de- 

See,  restrain  it  from  the  public  attention?  What  is  six 
ousand  distributed  among  tlie  two  millions  or  more  of 
qualified  voters  in  the  United  States?  If  this  number  be 
ordered,  the  share  of  each  member  is  about  twenty-five; 
and  what  is  twenty-five  to  be  distributed  among  more  than 
ten  thousand?  Sir,  I  make  these  suggestions  only  to 
show  that  I  cannot  be  influenced  by  any  wish  to  withhold 
the  report  of  the  committee  from  the  public  examination; 
and^  I  hope,  afler  tliis  avowal,  I  shall  not  have  occasion 
again  to  repeat  it. 

My  objection,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  motion  befbre  you, 
is  of  another  character.  It  is  this — ^that,  by  ordering  this 
extraordinary  number  printed  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
distribution  among  the  people,  the  House  will  give  its 
sanction  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  report-— doc- 
trines which  I  am  sure  a  majority  of  this  House  does  not 
entertain.  Sir,  this  case  stands  upon  different  grounds 
from  those  usually  presented,  where  a  large  number  of 
documents  have  been  ordered  to  be  printea.  I  am  aware 
that  we  have  in  many  instances  caused  as  numerous  an 
edition  of  public  papers  to  be  issued  as  is  now  requested. 
In  relation  to  Executive  reports,  communicated  to  Con- 
gress at  each  session  by  the  heads  of  departments,  there 
IS  msnifest  propriety  in  the  practice  which  has  obtained; 
for  these  contain  the  history  of  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  its  different  branches,  of  which  every  citizen 
ought  to  be  truly  informed.  These  are  collections  of 
facts  and  useful  knowledge  never  before  published,  and  not 
arguments  upon  disputed  points  of  constitutional  power, 
of  which  there  is  already  an  abundant  supply  in  print  The 
motion,  I  think,  can  derive  no  aid  from  this  precedent. 
The  House  have,  it  is  true,  caused  reports  of  its  commit- 
tees to  be  published  in  the  manner  now  requested,  on 
various  other  occasions^  and  I  presume  these  will  be  re- 
lied upon  as  precedents  for  the  present  motion.  But  I 
appreliend  they  will  ako  fail  to  sustain  it.  How  stands 
this  case,  compared  with  those  ?  The  reports  of  commit- 
tees are  genemly  in  accordance  with  the  known  senti- 
ments of  a  majority  of  the  House.     The  House  does  not. 


therefore,  by  printing  an  extraordinary  number,  give  iu 
sanction  to  doctrines  which  it  doesnot  profess,  and  vhicli, 
by  its  action  upon  subjects  before  it,  it  expressly  oega- 
tires.     Again,  reports  are  usually  accompanied  by  bills, 
or  resolutions,  which  are  presented  to  the  House  for  its 
adoption  or  refusal;  and,  by  its  proceedings  upon  these, 
it  has  an  opportunity  of  expressing  its  assent  or  dissent  to 
the  reasoning^  of  the  report.  But,  in  the  present  instance, 
no  such  opportunity  exists.     The  report  is  accompanied 
by  no  bill  or  resolution;  it  recommends  nothing  to  the 
adoption  of  the  House;  it  invites  no  legislative  action,  and 
has  oeen  bud  upon  the  table  at  the  motion  of  the  chair- 
man, never  ag^n  to  be  disturbed.     Sir,  if  the  report  bati 
been  accompanied  by  a  series  of  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  sense  of  the  House,  in  accordance  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  report,  and  upon  which  the  House  could  be 
called  to  pronounce  its  judgment,  the  objection  wliich  I 
have  urged  would  have  less  force.     But,  in  the  absence 
of  this,   the  House  has  no  possible  mode  of  avoiding 
the  conclusion  which  to  me  seems  inevitable,  that  the 
printing  of  the  report  for  gpeneral  distribution  is  a  anc- 
tion  and  adoption  of  the  principles  which  it  maintains. 
I  am  not  forgetful,  sir,  that  a  practice  has  obtained  lat- 
terly, of  printing  the  same  number  of  the  report  of  a 
minority  of  a  committee,  as  of  the  majority,  in  those 
cases  where  opposite  reports  have  been  made.    This  is  a 
practice  of  modem  origin,  and  b  not  liable  to  tlic  objec- 
tions existing  against  the  present  motion.     It  stands  upon 
a  different  ground,  and  is  allowed  merely  from  a  feeling 
of  courtesy  and  respect  to  the  members  who  diifer  from 
a  majority  of  the  committee,  and  a  majority  of  the  House, 
upon  a  subject  which  that  majority  deem  it  suitable  and 
proper  to  discuss,  and  to  sprokd  the  results  of  that  discus- 
aon  beftve  the  people.     Nothing  more  could  be  drawn 
from  that  precedent  than  this — when  the  majority  of  ih« 
House  have  ordered  a  larg^  number  of  reports  containicg 
their  opinions  and  doctrines,  and  the  arguments  iu  sup- 
port or  them,  to  be  published,  a  proper  sense  of  courtesy 
will  induce  them  also  to  publish  the  sentimenti,  upon  the 
same  topics,  of  the  minority.     In  such  a  case,  the  wl.olc 
proceeduig  shows  that  the  House  does  not  intend  to  ^vc 
its  sanction  to  the  views  of  the  minority,    .It  could  never 
be  understood  in  that  sense.     But,  in  the  present  case, 
the  majority  of  the  Ho«tse  have  no  report  expressive  of 
their  opinions  upon  the  great  subjects  under  discussion, 
which  they  propose  to  publish:  they  do  not  attempt  to 


a  committee,  or  of  the  House*  ask  of  the  courtesy  of  the 
majority  that  their  sentiments  may  be  heard  in  the  same 
manner,  and  to  the  same  extent,  as  the  majority  detm 
suitable  to  adopt  in  relation  to  their  own  Qpinions.  But 
the  case  is  this— the  minority  of  the  House,  speaking 
through  a  majority  of  the  committee,  ask  that  their  opi- 
nions and  arguments  may  be  published  and  distributed 
at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  upon  a  subject  whicb 
the  majority  have  not  discussed,  and  where  they  do  nut 
propose  to  embody  their  opinions  in  the  form  of  a  report, 
for  distribution  among  the  people.  For  a  case  o^^"J 
description,  sir,  I  know  of  no  precedent.  For  royscH,  1 
will  never  refuse  to  allow  the  minority  to  appeal  to  the 
public  in  this  mode,  when  the  majority  assume  it  for  them- 
selves; but  in  no  other  case  will  I  give  m}[  sanction  in 
this  form  to  a  report  of  a  committee  in  which  1  do  not 
concur;  more  espeotally  when  the  subject  of  that  report 
is  not  presented  to  the  cognizance  of  the  House,  and  no 
mode  is  left  by  which  it  can  express  its  judgment  upon 'i- 
Having  thus,  said  Mr.  E.,  explained  the  ground  of  my 
objection  to  the  motion  before  you,  I  will  now  procctd 
very  briefly  to  state  what  the  report  is,  and  tlic  extent  ot 
ray  dissent  from  the  doctrines  which  it  advocates.  AnOf 
in  the  first  place,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  dificr  from  my 
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colleagues  on  the  committee  as  to  tlie  precise  subject 
nrhich  was  referred  to  it.  In  my  judgment,  the  only  subject 
which  they  were  directed  to  consider,  was  that  part  ox  the 
message  relative  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  fiinds 
among'  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to  their  represen- 
Utlon  in  Congress.     This  was  the  simple  inquiry;  and 
there  is  surely  enough  in  it  to  engage  the  calm  and  deli- 
berate attention  of  Congress.     It  involved  an  examination 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  proposed  measure,  into 
its  expediency,  into  the  proposed  rule  of  distribution, 
and  the  extent  to  which  Congress  ought  to  retain  con- 
trol over  the  disbursements,  should  the  proposed  plan 
be  adopted.    In  a  proper  consideration  of  these  and  other 
topics  necessarily  connected  with  the  subject,  I  did  not 
suppose  that  the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  gene- 
rally, was  Involved,  and  much  less  that  an  inquiry  into 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  General  Government  to 
prosecute  works  of  this  description  was  submitted  to  the 
committee.     It  seems  to  me  that  the  House,  having  ap- 
pointed a  select  committee  upon  internal  improvements, 
and  having  referred  to  it  expressly  so  much,  %S  the  me»- 
sag-e  as  relates  to  the  mode  of  prosecuting  them  by  sub- 
scriptions to  stock  in  incorporated  companies,  have  very 
clearly  marked  the  line  of  separation  between  these 
topics,  which,  in  some  degree  approached  each  other, 
and  have  designated  the  appropriate  duties  of  each  of 
these  committees.  The  majority  have  thought  otherwise, 
and  hare  discussed  at  considerable  length  the  long-de- 
bated question  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
make  appropriations  for  works  of  interna)  improvement, 
and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  exercise  of 
tltis  power,  in  any  of  the  modes  in  which  it  has  been  prac- 
tised, is  an  infrin^ment  upon  the  constitution.     I  also 
differ  with  the  majority  in  this  conclusion,  believing  with 
the  President,  whose  opipions  the  committee  have  not 
iiiled  copiously  to  bring  to  their  aid  on  other  particulars, 
"that  the  right  to  make  appropriations  for  such  [works] 
as  are  of  a  national  character  had  been  so  generally 
acted  upon,  and  so  long  acquiesced  in  by  the  Federal  and 
Sbte  Governments,  arid  the  constituents  of  each,  as  to 
justify  its  exercise  on  the  ground  of  continued  and  unin- 
terrupted usage."     I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  sentiments 
of  the  President,  conveyed  in  his  message  at  the  last  ses- 
^on,  returning  tlie  bill  for  the  Maysville  turnpike,  have 
been  differently  understood  in  different  places,  and  by 
diiferent  parties,  and  are,  perhaps,   not  readily  to  be 
discovered.     Yet,  I  believe,  in  that  document,  as  well  as 
in  the  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, the   President  means  to  assert  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  General  Government  over  works  of  this 
description,  and  places  his  objection  only  upon  the  local 
and  limited  character  of  ^e  particular  works  in  the  bills 
before  him.     If  the  subject  were  now  presented  for  the 
first  time,  I  should  be  cUsposed  to  give  to  it  the  most  full 
and  deliberate  consideration,  and  perhaps  to  obtain  from 
the  people,  by  spreadin^our  sentiments  before  them  for 
their  examination,  an  expression  of  the^  opinion;  but  it 
is  now  quite  too  late  in  the  day  to  discuss  a  question  upon 
which  argument  has  been  exhausted,  and  a  decision  long 
since  made,  and  sustained,  as  the  President  asserts,  <*by 
the  Federal  and  State  Governments,  and  the  constituents 
of  each."    Sir,  this  House  has  sustained  that  decision  in 
repeated  instances,  and'  has  passed    acts    appropriating 
money  to  works  of  internal  improvement,  founded  clearly 
upon  its  constitutional  power  so  to  do.     Now,  sir,  what 
are  we  asked  to  do>     Why,  to  give  our  sanction  to  a  re- 
port expressly  denying  this  power — to  accuse  ourselves 


opposers  of  the  doctrine^  expressly  waived  the  discussion: 
he  said  it  had  been  practically  settled — that  argument  had 
been  exhausted  upon  it — ^and  nothing  now  remained  to 
be  said.  Every  thing  which  ingenuity,  and  talent,  and 
learning,  and  eloquence,  could  contribute,  had  been 
lavished  in  its  discussion;  and  I  then  thought,  and  still 
think,  that  no  new  light  can  be  thrown  upon  the  subject, 
by  further  discussions.  Is  it  riglit  or  useful  further  to  agi- 
tate the  public  mind — ^to  open  a  question  which  the  peo- 
ple have  already  settled — ^to  renew  arguments  which  they 
have  overruled,  and  more  especially  to  accuse  ourselves 
before  them  of  a  direct  violation  of  the  constitution?  In 
my  judgment,  it  is  not.  Having  disposed  of  the  question 
of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  over  the  works 
in  question,  the  committee  proceeded  to  a  consideration 
of  their  constitutional  power  to  make  the  proposed  dis- 
tribution among  the  several  States;  and  I  ao  not  know, 
sir,  that  I  dissent  from  the  opinions  of  the  majority  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  I  am  rather  disposed  to  concur 
with  them  in  believing  that  Congress  does  not  possess  the 
power,  or  rather  that  it  is  of  a  character  too  questionable 
to  admit  of  its  being  exercised.  It  stands,  in  my  opinion, 
upon  a  totally  different  principle  fh>m  that  upon  which 
internal  improvements  have  been  made.  The  funds  of 
the  country  belong  to  the  whole  people,  as  one  people, 
and  one  country,  and  are  to  be  disbursed  for  the  benefit 
of  tlie  whole  people.  The  proposition  is,  to  distribute 
them  among  the  States,  in  the  language  of  the  message, 
*«  for  domestic  use." 

Now,  sir,  while  I  can  readily  believe  in  the  power  of 
the  Government  to  disburse  its  funds  for  the  general  wel- 
fare and  defence,  and  to  make  improvements  of  a  national 
character,  1  cannot  so  easily  find  the  authority  to  dispense 
it  for  the  domestic  uses  of  the  States.  Having  come  to 
this  oonclusion,  as  the  committee  did,  unanimously,  I  be- 
lieve, it  seemed  to  me  that  nothing  more  was  required  of 
them  than  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  House,  and  to 
leave  the  subject  to  their  pleasure.  As  to  the  expediency 
of  making  the  proposed  distribution,  provided  the  con- 
stitution had  autlkorized  it,  I  have  not  felt  it  necessary  yet 
to  form  an  opinion.  That  it  has  recommendations  worthy 
of  consideration,  probably  will  be  denied  by  no  one;  and 
that  it  is  not  "free  from  objections,"  and  is  "attended 
with  difHculty,"  the  President  himself  asserts  in  his  mes- 
sage. What,  sir,  would  be  thought  of  the  idea  of  distri- 
buting the  money  expended  in  fortifications,  among  the 
States  according  to  thu  rule  proposed,  to  be  appropriated 
by  them  for  those  objects }  Wliat  would  be  said  of  a  propo- 
sition to  make  this  equal  and  exact  appropriation,  in  time 
of  war,  to  the  States  for  their  defence  and  security  ?  Would 
these  be  listened  to  for  a  moment?  Certamly  not.  All  pub- 
lic expenditures  must  be  made  according  to  the  particular 
exigency  of  the  case,  and  in  a  manner  best  to  promote 
the  public  safety  and  welfare.  And  yet,  sir,  why  is  it  not 
as  just  and  proper  that  these  and  all  other  public  dis- 
bursements shall  be  expended  equally  in  the  several  States 
according  to  their  representation,  in  order  that  each  may 
share  in  the  fiivors  of  Uie  General  Government,  as  that 
this  particuUr  disbursement  should  be  so  distributed^ 
Works  of  internal  improvement  are  designed  and  prose- 
cuted with  a  view  to  the  defence  and  security  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  augment  its  strength  and  power,  as  well  as 
fleets  and  fortifications;  and  ought  there  to  be  any  other 
rule  in  the  construction  of  them,  than  to  regard  their  im- 
portance to  the  general  welfare?  The  President  sug- 
gests in  his  message  that  it  may  be  proper  for  Congress 
to  reserve  the  power  in  certain  cases  over  the  disburse- 


of  gross  inconsistency,  and  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
in  numberless  instances.  I  think,  sir,  the  time  has  gone 
^'t  when  a  discusaaon  of  this  question  can  be  useful.  At 
the  last  session,  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
no  longer  a  member,  [Mr.  P.  P.  BAaaova,]  who  has 
been  among  tlie  ablest  and  most  constant  and  pei'scvering 


pow 
ment  of  the  funds  by  the  States.  Now,  sir,  it  appears  lo 
me  that  the  cases  of  this  description  are  the  only  cases 
where  the  public  funds  ought  to  be  expended  at  all;  and, 
tlierefore,  that  Confess  ought  to  retMn  the  power  in  all 
cases.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  go  into  a  fuU 
discu«*sion  of  these  subjects  at  tliis  time;  and  I  have  allud- 
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ed  only  to  some  of  the  difficulties  sugg^ested  hy  the  Eze- 
cutive,  which  seem  to  me  to  have  much  weight.  To 
obviate  these,  and  to  render  the  scheme  successful  in  its 
operation,  he  regards  it  only  necessary  to  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  people — ^to  the  example  of  the  framers 
of  the  constitution,  and  to  a  spirit  of  "mutual  concession 
and  reciprocal  forbearance,"  which  he  trusts  will  never 
be  invoked  in  vain.  Sir,  these  are  powerful  considera- 
tions, and  such  as  will  never  be  disrefgarded  by  the  friends 
of  our  country  and  its  institutions.  But  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  why  they  are  not  as  effective  to  overcome  the  evils 
supposed  to  exist  in  the  mode  at  present  pursued,  why 
they  may  not  be  wished  with  equal  success  now,  as  to  ob- 
viate the  difficulties  of  the  proposed  substitute. 

rf,  at  every  obstacle,  real  or  imaginary,  which  may 
spring  up  in  the  prog^ss  of  our  Government,  expen- 
ments  are  to  be  tried,  new  paths  explored,  new  provi- 
sions incorporated  into  the  constitution,  what  shall  we 
exhibit  but  the  perpetual  fluctuations  and  instability  which 
have  been  characteristic  of  popular  Governments  in  all 
ages?  And  is  this  a  spectacle  we  are  solicitous  to  hold  up 
to  the  view  of  the  world? 

There  is  another  topic  introduced  into  the  teport  of 
the  committee,  which  I  did  not  regard  as  submitted  to 
their  consideration;  and  that  is,  the  expediency  of  so  mo- 
difying the  tariff  as  to  diminish,  if  not  wholly  prevent,  the 
accumulation  of  funds  more  than  are  required  for  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  the  Government.  The  message  as- 
sumes that  a  surplus  will  remain  in  the  treasury  after  the 
public  debt  shall  have  been  paid,  and,  in  the  happening  of 
that  contingency,  proposes  the  inquiry  as  to  the  mode  of 
its  distribution.  Now,  sir,  whether  or  not  such  a  surplus 
will  remain,  is  not  a  matter  for  the  consideration  of  this 
committee,  oi^  this  Congress.  If,  when  the  anticipated 
period  arrives,  I  shall  be  honored  with  the  confidence  of 
my  constituents,  and  retain  a  seat  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  I  shall  not  fail  to  co-operate  in  affording  relief  from 
any  duties  or  taxes  which  can  be  granted,  consistent  with 
that  protection  to  American  industry  and  enterprise, 
which  is  required  by  a  proper  regard  to  the  happiness, 
prosperity,  and  independence  of  the  country.  I  shall  not 
aid  in  raising  a  revenue  by  any  species  of  taxation  upon 
the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  works  of^  in- 
terna] improvement,  or  for  distribution  among  the  States 
for  their  <•  domestic  use;"  but,  on  the  other  band,  I  shall 
not  acquiesce  in  withdrawing  the  plighted  protection  of 
the  Government  from  these  branches  of  manufactures, 
which  are  regarded  as  "objects  of  national  importance," 
"essential  to  national  defence,"  or  whioh,  after  tempo- 
rary protection,  may  fairly  be  expected  to  become  sources 
of  national  wealth,  and  to  compete  successfully  with  the 
productions  of  foreig^n  labor. 

Mr.  JARVIS,  of  Maine,  sud,  when  I  made  tlie  motion 
for  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Surplus  Revenae,  I  certainly  did 
not  expect  to  encounter  any  opposition;  still  less,  sir,  did 
I  expect  that  the  opposition  would  come  from  my  col- 
league, who  is  a  member  of  that  committee.  Had  he 
favored  us  with  his  presence  when  the  question  was  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  he 
would  have  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  having  the 
subject  submitted  to  our  constituents.  Sir,  I  will  not  be 
seduced  into  following  my  colleague  through  the  mazes  of 
his  arguments.  If,  upon  the  bare  question  of  printing, 
the  custom  should  prevail  of  taking  so  wide  a  range,  and 
of  entering  into  constitutional  discussions,  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  cease  to  be  a  hall  of  legislation, 
and  would  degenerate  into  a  debating  club. 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  surplus  revenue 
was  6rst  offered  to  the  conaderation  of  Congress  by  the 
patriarch  of  the  republican  party;  it  has  been  twice,  ay, 
tl&rice,  urged  upon  our  attention  by  the  present  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate.    It  is  a  subject  which  involves  the  yearly  dispo- 


sal of  millions  of  treasure;  it  Is  a  subject  which  invoWei 
constitutional  considerations  of  the  greatest  importance. 
My  colleague  objects  to  the  printing  of  the  report  in 
which  these  matters  of  higlx  moment  are  considered,  be- 
cause it  contains  no  facts.  How  long,  sir,  have  we  adopt* 
ed  this  criterion  ? 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  made 
at  the  last  sesnon  an  a^le  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
Sunday  muls.  It  contained  no  facts;  it  was  merely  an 
argument;  and  yet  no  opposition  was  made  to  the  printing. 
At  this  session,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  made  a 
report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed;  notwithstanding 
the  committee  had  told  us  on  the  very  threshold  of  their 
report,  that  we  were  to  expect  neither  facts  nor  argu- 
ments from  them;  their  report  was  one  of  opinions! 

Another  objection  is,  that,  by  printing  the  report,  the 
House  gives  its  sanction  to  the  opinions  it  contains.    If 
so,  sir,  this  House  may  be,  and  often  is,  placed  in  an 
awkwaird  predicament;   for  an  illustration  of  which,  I 
will  a^n  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  Tb&t 
committee,  as  we  have  lately  been  informed  by  a  mem* 
ber  of  it  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  is  split  into  three 
parts.     One  part  looks  upon  the  tariff  of  1828,  that  child 
of  many  fathers,  as  a  model  of  beauty  and  perfection,- 
another  part  considers  it  a  rickety,  deformed  urchin, 
which,  however,  has  some  stanuna,  amd,  by  dint  of  great 
care  and  good  nursing,  may  be  reduced  into  some  ihape 
and  comeliness;  a  third  part  regards  it  as  a  monstroui 
abortion,  which  ought  to  have  been  strangled  at  its  birth. 
The  report,  and  a  counter  report  from  different  parts  of 
this  committee,  have  already  been  printed,  and  the  opi- 
nion of  the  third  part  would  also  hare  been  printed  by 
the  House,  if  its  views  had  been  submitted  to  us.    Then, 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  my  coUeag^ie,  the  Houae 
would  have  exhibited  the  singlar  anomaly  of  entertaining 
three  different  opinions  upon  one  and  the  same  subject 
It  would  have  regarded  the  tariff  as  perfect,  indifTerent, 
and  execrable!     Sir,  my  colleague  would  transfonn  us 
into  a  moral  monster,  surpassing  the  &bled  monstera-of 
antiquity.     In  the  legends  of  former  days,  we  read  of 
monsters  having  three  heads;  but  we,  sir,  should  be  a 
monster  having  three  minds.     A  flight  of  the  the  imagi- 
nation beyond  the  wildest  fictions  of  poetiy. 

Sir,  the  subiect  of  the  surplus  revenue  has  been  care- 
•fully,  diligently,  and  scrupulously  examined  and  scanned 
by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred.  The  result  of 
their  investigation  is  contained  in  the  report  of  which  I 
have  moved  to  have  an  extra  number  of  copies  printed. 
The  report  has  been  drawn  up  with  great  care,  and  not 
without  labor;  and  I  trust  that  the  House  will  extend  to  it 
the  same  indulgence  which  it  has  extended  to  other  re- 
ports not  surpassing  it  in  interest  or  importance. 

Mr.  CRAIG,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  to  print  nx  thousand  copies  of  the  report  in 
question.  The  time  was  now  distinctly  in  view,  at  which, 
in  all  human  probability,  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide 
for  the  disposition  of  a  large  annual  surplus  of  revenue. 
There  was,  it  seemed  to  him,  great  propriety',  at  this  time, 
in  drawing  to  it  the  public  attention.  This  repot  t,  br 
being  circulated  among  the  people,  will  have  that  effect. 
The  public  mind  being  drawn  to  the  subject  thus  earljt 
will  probably  have  dig^ted  some  mode  of  disposing  of 
this  surplus,  before  tiie  occasion  fbr  immediate  action 
arrives,  and  all  the  difficulties  usually  attendant  upon  a 
matter  of  so  much  magnitude  on  its  first  appearance,  be 
avoided. 

He  would  now  attend  to  some  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  advanced  by  the  grentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Evans,]  against  the  motion  to  print  an  extra  number  of 
this  report.  And  first,  if  he  [Mr*^  C]  rightfully  under- 
stood that  grentleman,  he  objected  to  the  printing  of  the 
proposed  number  of  the  document,  because  that  number 
was  too  insignificant  to  answer  4^ny  good  end;  the  share 
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of  each  member  would  not  amount  to  more  than  (about) 
twenty-fire  copies,  and  this  number,  retributed  in  eacn 
member'a  district,  could  produce  no  sensible  effect 
[Here  the  gentleman  from  Maine  rose,  and,  the  floor  being 
fielded  to  hiip,  stated  that  the  geaUeman  from  Virginia 
hsd  misconceived  him.  He  did  not  intend  the  remark 
which  had  been  quoted  as  an  argument,  but  merely  as  a 
remark  to  show  that  he  had  no  fears  that,  by  printing  this 
imall  number  of  the  document,  impressions  would  be 
made  upon  the  public  mind,  unfavorable  to  his  views  of 
the  subject  which  it  professes  to  treat.  1  Mr.  C.  said  fae 
was  glad  to  be  corrected .  He  had  no  wish  to  misinterpret 
the  arguments  or  remarks  of  gentlemen. 

Mr.  C.  nid  he  had  understood  tlie  gentleman  to  say, 
that  to  print  this  document  would  be,  m  effect^  to  give 
the  sanction  of  this  House  to  the  principles  which  it  con- 
tains. This  is  an  assertion,  not  of  intuitive  -tnith,  and 
requires  proof.  The  proof  bad  not  been  furnished,  and, 
therefore,  he  might  be  excused  for  disputing  its  correct- 
ness. He  contended  that  the  order  to  pnnt  would  not 
usher  the  document  forth  to  the  world  under  its  implied 
sanction  of  the  principles  which  it  contains.  The  order 
to  print  would  omy  sanction  the  propriety  of  submitting 
the  subject  to  the  public,  for  examination — to  be  approv- 
ed if  deemed  to  be  correct— to  be  rejected  if  deemed 
erroneous. 

The  object  of  the  motion  he  [Mr.  C]  understood  to 
be,  not  to  forestall  or  act  upon  public  opinion,  but,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  to  arouse  the  attention  of  the  whole 
people  to  a  subject  of  great  interest — ^to  the  subject  of  a 
distribution  or  other  disposition  of  the  annual  surplus 
revenue,  after  tbe  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt;  an 
ercnt  which  would,  with  a  moral  certainty,  take  pbicc  in 
three  or  four  years. 

Can  it  be  believed  that  the  early  agitation  of  principles 
among  the  peoi>le  is  calculated  to  expose  them  to  the 
influence  of  error?  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  apprehend  this  is 
the  very  mode  of  avoiding  error.  Truth  is  g^eat,  and 
gains  strength  by  exposure.  The  more  it  is  agitated  in 
the  public  mind,  the  surer  is  its  final  triumph  over  its 
natural  adversary-^-error,  I  cannot  then  think  that  any 
bad  consequence  can  possibly  result  from  the  printing  of 
this  document.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  may  produce 
pod  effects,  by  offering  inducements  to  the  pcopte  at 
»rge  to  take,  thus  early,  into  their  consideration  the 
8T«at  subject  of  the  surplus  revenue,  and  to  prepare  their 
opinions  for  the  emergency  when  it  shall  arrive. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine,  said  Mr.  C,  asks  with  con- 
ftdcrabfc  emphasis,  will  the  House  permit  the  printing  of 
»  document  which  contains  principles  in  opposition  to  the 
lentiments  of  a  majority  of  the  House?  Has  the  gentle- 
man considered  the  extent  of  the  principle  indicated  by 
this  question^  Does  he  intend  to  deny  to  the  minority  all 
rights  and  privUeges?  Shall  the  majority  be  allowed  to 
»Tail  themselves  of  all  the  means  afforded,  by  a  command 
over  the  treasury,  to  propagate  their  dogmas,  to  th^ex- 
clusbn  of  the  minority  P  Or  docs  the  gentleman  mean  to 
•»ume  that  the  majority  is  infallible?  This  question 
»vors  strongly  of  Popish  intolerance — ^we  are  riglit,  you 
»fe  wrong.  In  mercy  to  your  dangerous  condition,  we 
will  force  you  to  the  sUnclard  of  our  faith.  We  will,  at 
•«»st,  prevent  you  from  giving  currency  to  your  heresies. 
[Mr.  C.  was  proceeding,  when  the  Chair  announced  the 
expiration  of  the  hour  allotted  to  the  discussion.] 

[The  following  are  the  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr. 
M^mTiK,  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Distri- 
bution of  the  Surplus  Revenue: 

"  Reaoked,  That  the  power  of  taking  money  from  the 
people,  by  laying  and  collecting  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
cises, is  one  of  the  moit  sacred  of  the  trusts  vested  in 
Goyernments;  that  it  is  conferred  solely  to  enable  them 


from  the  people  when  not  necessary  for  those  objects,  or 
more  than  may  be  necessary,  would  be,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  a  manifest  breach  of  trust,  and  to  the  people 
unjust  and  oppressive. 

**  Reaohedj  That  the  General  Government  was  created 
by  the  people  of  the  States  for  certain  general  objects,  to 
execute  which,  particular  and  specific  powers,  enumerated 
in  the  constitution,  were  conferred  on  it,  and,  among 
others,  the  power  of  laying  and  collecting  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises,  which,  like  the  other  powers,  was 
conferred  solely  as  means  for  effecting  the  common  ob- 
jects entrusted  to  the  Union;  and  that,  for  the  General 
Government  to  collect  taxes,  to  distribute  the  proceeds 
among^e  several  States,  would  be  in  fact  to  acknowledge 
that  the  money  is  not  necessary  for  those  common  objects, 
and  would)  therefore,  be  not  only  unjust  and  oppressive, 
but  a  direct  and  piilpable  violation  of  the  constitution  itself 

"  Beto&ed,  That  to  collect  mpney  to  be  distributed 
among  the  States,  must,  in  its  consequences,  put  to  hazard 
all  the  objects  for  which  the  General  Government  was 
formed,  as  it  would  necessarily  create  in  all  the  States 
powerful  factions,  whose  object  would  be  to  obtain  a 
control  over  the  sums  distributed,  and  whose  influence 
would  be  directed  to  increase  the  surplus  to  be  distribut- 
ed, by  arresting  or  demolishing  the  appropriations  of  the 
General  Government,  however  constitutional  or  proper 
they  might  be,  while  they  would  be  under  the  most  direct 
and  powerful  influence  to  sustain  the  General  Government 
as  a  mere  engine  for  the  unconstitutional,  unjust,  and  op- 
pressive purposes  of  collecting  money  from  the  people 
for  an  object  never  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  and  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  created. 

**  Beaohedf  therefore^  That  to  distribute  the  surplus^ 
revenue  among  the  States,  would  be  unjust,  unconstitu- 
tional, and  oppressive,  and  dangerous  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment; and  that  the  only  plan  that  can  be  devised,  that 
will  be  at  once  economical,  just,  constitutional,  and  safe, 
is,  by  a  reduction  of  taxes,  to  leave  the  nxtney,  not  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  in  the  pockets 
of  those  who  make  it."] 

WOOD  FOR  THE  POOR  OF  GEORGETOWN. 

'Hie  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Mayor  of  Georgetown,  relative  to  the  distressed  situation 
of  the  poor  of  that  city,  and  soliciting  the  House  to  grant 
a  donation  of  some  of  tiie  wood  in  the  vaults  of  the  capitol 
for  their  present  use.  * 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  said  he  would  not  take  up  the 
time  of  tbe  House  in  explaining  the  necessity  for  acting 
immediately  on  the  application  just  made.  The  letter 
sufficiently  explained  itself,  and  he  should  content  himself 
with  simply  submitting  the  following  resolution : 

Besolvea^  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  cause  thirty  cords  of  wood  to  be 
delivered  to  the  order  of  the  Mayor  of  Georgetown,  for 
the  use  of  the  sufi'ering  poor  of  that  tOwn. 

Mr.  POLK  said  be  knew  it  was  an  ungracious  task  to 
oppose  a  resolution  in  behalf  of  the  suffering  poor  of  this 
District,  or  any  other  countr}*.  He  must  be  permitted  to 
remark,  however,  that  the  precedent  of  appropriating  the 
public  funds  for  such  purposes  was  a  bad  one.  The  reso- 
lution now  before  the  House  had  come  upon  it  suddenly, 
and  it  was  not  of  sufficient  consequence  to  move  its  post- 
ponement. He  recollected  that,  some  years  ag^,  tnere 
was  a  fire  in  tiie  District,  to  be  seen  from  the  windows  of 
the  capitol,  and  an  application  was  immediately  ifiade  for 
extending  relief  to  the  sufferers.  While  he  was  disposed 
to  do  full  justice  to  the  motives  which  prompted  members, 
on  that  occasion,  to  draw  money  from  the  treasury  for  the 
relief  of  the  sufferers,  he  would  ask,   was  the  course 


^comniand  the  necessary  means  to  execute  the  objects '  adopted  a  proper  one?    Was  the  obligation  to  contribute 
for  which  they  were  instituted {  and  that  to  exact  money  I  to  the  relief  of  sufferers  within  the  ten  miles  square 
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greater  than  to  those  of  other  parts  of  the  Union?  The 
very  same  day  that  the  fire  occurred  in  Alexandria,  pro- 
perty, to  a  far  greater  extent,  was  destroyed  by  the  same 
element  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  but  he  had  never  heard  that 
those  sufferers  applied  to  Congress  for  relief.  There 
were  many  sufferers  in  the  United  States — many  objects 
of  charity — ^but  they  did  not  call  upon  Congress  to  help 
them.  Continue  to  pass  resolutions  of  the  character  of 
that  now  before  the  House,  and  what  would  be  tlie  con- 
sequence f  Why,  every  winter,  when  the  snow  fell,  or 
the  Potomac  was  frozen  over,  applications  would  be  made 
to  Congress,  and  members  would  be  engaged  in  the  dig- 
nified object  of  buying  and  stowing  wood,  to  give  to  the 
poor  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  P.  remarked  that, 
m  opposing  the  resolution  now  under  consideration,  he 
did  it  on  principle:  the  House  had  not  the  power  to  make 
the  donation  requested.  He  might  be  told  that  Congress 
was  the  exclusive  Legislature  for  the  District.  Be  it  so. 
But  was  that  any  good  reason  that  they  sliould  give  away 
all  the  revenue  ofthe  nation  to  the  people  of  the  District 
of  Columbia?  If  so,  the  poor  ofthe  other  sections  of  the 
country  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  come  and  sit  down  here, 
in  this  Disti'ict,  and  apply  to  Congress  for  relief  It  was 
not  to  the  amount  proposed  to  be  given  that  he  objected — 
no,  not  the  paltry  cost  of  thirty  cords  of  wood;  but  he 
would  state  that  genllemen  came  here  to  legislate  on  the 
great  concerns  of  the  Union,  and  not  to  give  away  the 
public  property.  It  was  not  money  from  the  treasury,  but 
the  expense  was  to  be  defrayed  by  the  contingent  fund  of 
this  House.  Tliat  fund  was  voted  for  the  use  of  the  House; 
there  should  be  some  discretion  in  its  application;  and  if  we 
may  give  away  a  part  of  it,  for  purposes  other  than  for  what 
it  was  intended,  we  may  give  away  the  whole.  He  might 
well  address  himself^  on  this  occasion,  to  those  who,  by 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  had  cut  off  all  op- 
portunity of  remark  on  a  former  similar  subject.  Their 
motives  were  kind,  no  doubt,  and  he  gave  them  credit  for 
them;  a  severe  storm  was  raging,  and  Uiey  yielded  to  their 
feelings  as  men.  No  such  reason  could  be  urged  now, 
however;  for  the  present  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
days  they  had  enjoyed  for  some  time.  But  it  was  said  the 
poor  of  Georgetown  were  suffering — so  may  be  the  poor 
of  New  York,  and  other  sections  of  the  Union.  In  con- 
clusion, he  trusted  that  the  House  would,  by  its  vote  to- 
day, put  a  check  to  legislation  on  matters  of  this  sort. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina  contended,  that  it  was 
not  competent  for  the  House  to  vote  donations  of  fuel  for 
the  people  ofthe  District.  If  so,  it  would  have  power  also 
to  vote  millions  of  the  public  money  to  feed  and  clotlie 
the  suffering  poor  of  tlie  District.  The  House  had  no  right 
to  give  away  the  public  money  for  any  such  purpose;  and 
if  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  be  libci-al,  let  them  be  li- 
beral out  of  their  own  money.  He,  therefore,  moved  the 
following  substitute,  by  way  of  amendment,  via. 

**  That  the  Seigeant-at-arms  be  required  to  deduct  from 
the  compensation  of  the  members  of  this  House  one  day's 
pay,  and  deliver  said  sum  to  the  Mayor  of  Georgetown, 
to  be  applied  to  purchase  fuel  for  the  paupers  of  that 
town:  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  such  deduction  shall 
be  made  from  the  compensation  of  such  members  only  as 
vote  in  favor  of  this  resolution." 

Mr.  POLK  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment, observing  that  he  would  vote  for  it  with  the  great- 
est pleasure. 

Mr.  STORES,  of  New  York,  asked,  what  was  tlie  Legis- 
lature ofthe  District  of  Columbia?  As  the  answer  to  that 
question  would  imply  the  power  ofthe  House  to  gi'unt  the 
proposed  relief,  yet  not  to  grant  a  similar  relief  to  the 
people  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  State  having  its  own  legisla- 
ture. Congress  stood  in  the  same  relation  to  this  territory 
as  the  Legislature  of  New  York  did  to  hers.  He  conclud- 
ed a  few  remarks,  by  demanding  the  previous  question. 

The  call  Was  seconded,  90  to  86;  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 


The  effect  of  this  decision  h&ng  to  set  aside  the  amend' 
ment  of  Mr.  Blaib,  the  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirm- 
ative--yeas  108,  nays  79. 

REVOLUTIONARY  TRANSACTIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  mcmoritl 
of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of  the  house  of  Bsainsnen 
and  Qaimbeaux,  merchants,  of  Bordeaux,  in  France,  in 
the  period  of  the  revolutionary  war,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  claims  of  said  house  against  the  United  States,  arising 
out  of  transactions  during  the  said  war;  which  was  read, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

JUDICIAL  CONTEMPTS. 

Mr.  DRAPER,  of  Virginia,  by  leave  of  the  House,  wib- 
mitted  for  consideration  the  following  resolution: 

Jiesohedi  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  defining  by 
statute  all  offences  which  may  be  punished  as  conteropts 
ofthe  courts  ofthe  United  States. 

The  reso\ution  having  been  read,       • 

Mr.  DRAPER  said  that  he  had  offered  this  resolution 
under  the  deepest  iense  of  duty.  It  was  not  his  intention, 
he  said,  on  tliis  occasion,  to  agitate  a  question  which  had 
been  recently  much  agitated  elsewhere.  But,  said  he,  I 
do  wish  to  know  upon  what  tenure  tli«  people  of  this 
country  hold  their  liberties.  1  wish  to  know  whetiier,  if  1 
myself  choose  to  go  into  the  public  newspapers  to  vindi- 
cate any  vote  I  give  here,  it  be  not  competent  for  any 
man,  who  Uiinks  proper  to  do  so,  to  enter  the  same  forum, 
upon  eqiud  ground,  to  show  that  my  opinion  i*  wrong. 
It  I,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  or  this  House  as  a  body, 
should  set  forth  to  the  world  any  opinion  upon  a  matter 
before  us,  has  not  any  one  a  right,  through  the  sanje  me- 
dium, to  question  the  correctness  of  that  opinion?  Does 
not  that  opinion,  from  the  moment  of  its  publication,  be- 
come public  property?  Does  it  not  present  as  fair  a  sub- 
ject for  discussion  as  any  that  can  be  presented  to  the 
mind  of  man?  The  object  of  such  a  pubhcalion  of  an 
opinion  is  to  convince  the  readers  of  it  that  a  certain  pro- 
position is  right.  If  Uie  object  of  a  publication  be  to 
convince  the  public  at  large  that  any  particular  propoa- 
tion  agitated  here  is  correct,  is  it  not  competent  for  any 
citizen  to  call  in  question  the  correctness  of  such  an  opi- 
nk)n?  Surely  it  is.  If,  then,  we  have  not  the  power  of 
promulgating  our  opinions,  under  the  protection  of  a  garb 
of  official  sanctity,  I  should  like  to  know  if  any  oHkv  dc 
partment  of  the  Government  has  a  right  to  go  before  the 
public  with  a  vindication  of  its  opinions,  without  any 
citizen  who  chooses  having  the  right  of  reply  to  them,  or 
comment  upon  them.  This  body  has,  I  admit,  a  right  to 
preserve  decorum  and  order  witliin  these  walls,  and  to 
remove  from  witliin  them  any  one  who  may  disturb  the 
prqpeedings  of  this  House.  But  if,  after  having  acted 
upon  any  subject,  a  majority  of  this  House  shall  choose  to 
go  into  the  newspapers,  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  we 
have  acted,  1  maintain  that  any  citizen  whatever  has  » 
right  to  meet  us  there,  and  contest  those  grounds.  Any 
solitary  individual  has,  under  such  circumstances,  a  ng» 
to  meet  and  confix)nt  tlie  whole  body  of  the  majority  oi 
this  House.  If  this  reasoning  apply  to  the  legislative 
body,  does  it  not,  in  an  equal  degree,  apply  ^o  ^*^^^'> 
other  department  of  the  Government?  1  maintain  thn  ] 
does.  Whenever  an  individual  in  office  lays  aside  l»s 
official  capacity,  and  endeavors  by  argiuncnt  and  reason 
to  convince  others  that  any  thing  which  he*  has  done  oin- 
cially,  has  been  done  properly,  he  has  a  right  to  be  n»c 
by  whomsoever,  differing) in  opinion  from  him,  m  *"> 
forum  which  he  h'unself  may  select.  Believing  tins,  I  ha^ 
prepared  this  resolution,  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  au^ 
which  I  owe,  not  only  to  myself,  but  to  the  sixty  thousana 
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freemen  whom  I  re|yre8ent  on  this  floor.  I  am  not  for 
lioldifig]  my  liberty  for  one  moment  at  the  discretion  of 
any  indiviaual.  It  may  be  said,  sir,  in  opposition  to  the 
object  of  this  resolutioo>  that  there  will  be  difficulty  in 
defining:  contempts  of  court  Though  this  may  be  true, 
we  shall  find  no  difficulty  in  defining'  what  are  not  con- 
tempts. We  can  embrace,  in  any  legal  provision  on  this 
sabjeet,  many  cases  which  are  not  contempts.  We  might 
say,  for  example,  that  it  would  not  be  a  contempt  of  court 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  any  decision  finally  made  in 
court,  &c.  We  might  declare  that  it  should  not  be  a 
contempt  of  court  in  any  one  to  say  that  a  iudge  is  not 
immaculate.  I  beg  not  to  be  understood,  said  Mr.  I).,  as 
here  referring  to  a  case  whioh  lias  been  lately  before  the 
other  branch  of  this  LiCgislature,  sitting  as  a  high  court  of 
impeachment.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  reflect  upon  the 
conduct  of  any  individual,  who  for  such  conduct  has  been 
constitutionally  tried,  and  legally  acquitted.  But  the  law 
ouf^ht  to  be  so  clear,  that  every  individual  may  be  able  to 
look  to  the  statute  book,  and  know  whether,  in  any  thing 
that  he  may  do,  he  acts  within  the  law  or  not.  For  the 
security  of  tl)e  rights  of  the  whole  people,  and  for  no  pur- 
pose or  invidioufl  allusion  or  personal  gratification,  I  invite 
this  inquiry.  It  is  proper,  sir,  that  every  individual  in 
the  community  should  know  what  are  the  laws  which  he 
is  bound  to  observe  at  the  peril  of  his  liberty. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE,  concurring  witli  his  colleague  in 
the  expediency  of  this  inquiry,  suggested  to  him  the  pro- 
priety of  modifying  his  resolution,  by  adding  t^  it  these 
K'ords:  <*and  aUo  to  limit  the  punishment  fur  the  same." 

Mr.  DRAP£Il  accepted  thit»  modification. 

And,  thus  modified,  the  resolution  wa^a  agreed  to  with* 
out  a  division* 

CLAIM  OF  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  then  took  up  for  con«deration  the  amend- 
ment yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Mercva  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Monroe;  which  was  as  follows: 

"Strikeout  from  the  bill  all  that  follows  the  enacting 
clause,  and  insert — 

"That  the  proper  accounting  oflicera  of  tlie  treasury, 
under  the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States^  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
sdjuftt  and  settle  all  the  accounts  and  claims  of  James 
Monroe,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  princi- 
pli-s  of  justice  and  equity. 

**»'ln(l  be  it  furiaer  enaeUd,  That,  so  soon  as  any 
amount  sliall  have  been  found  due  to  the  said  James 
Monroe,  it  shall  be  pakl  to  him  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  treasury,  and  inserting 
tile  following: 

"  Be,  and  tbe^  are  hereby,-  authorized  and  directed  to 
eiamine  and  adjust  all  the  accounts  and  claims  of  James 
Monroe,  late  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
principles  of  justice  and  equity. 

'*Md  be  it  further  tnaeted,  Tliat  the  amount  of  the 
several  accounts  and  claims,  when  examined  and  adjust- 
ed, in  the  manner  aforesaid,  together  with  the  principle 
on  which  each  item  is  founded,  shall  be  reportea  to  Con* 
gress  for  final  decision  and  allowance." 

Mr.  W1U.I  AHS  addressed  the  House  in  support  of  his 
»n)endment. 

Hr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  preferred  the  amend- 
ment submitte<l  by  Mr-Msncxs,  to  that  then  under  con- 
iideration. 

Mr.  CHILTON  addressed  the  House  at  some  length 
sglMnst  the  chum,  and  replied  to  tlic  remarks  of  Messrs. 
Spskcsb,  EvsmiTT,  and  Mbrcsb.  Of  the  two,  he.had  a 
preference  for  that  of  Mr.  Wiuiaw,  Imt  thought  Con- 
?ii!ss,  instead  of  Mr.  Uagner,  slioula  settle  the  claim. 
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Mr.  8 TORRS,  of  New  York,  thought  it  would  be  per- 
fectly safe  to  refer  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  the 
accounting  officers.  He  hoped  they  would  be  settled  by 
tliem,  and  never  come  before  Congress  again. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  would  vote  for  the. amendment 
of  Mr.  WiLUAXs,  and  trusted  tliat,  if  tliat  should  not  pre- 
vsil,  the  House  would  act  .upon  the  matter  at  once. 

Mr..  MALLARY  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  claim, 
and  would  have  been  willing  to  relieve  the  distinguished 
individual  referred  to  from  all  his  embarrassments.  He 
should  support  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  thought  enough  had  alreadv  been  al- 
lowed to  Mr.  Monroe.  He  referred  to  former  legislation 
of  the  House,  and  spoke,  not  -hearing  the  arg^menti  of 
others,  but  from  his  own  experience. 

Mr.  ANGEL  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
Mr.  Spxakxb:  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  {lUx,  Williams.] 
I  shall  vote  for  H  on  tlie  ground  that  it  reserves  to  tliis 
House  the  settlement  of  the  principles  on  wliich  the  ap- 
propriation for  this  claim,  if  allowed,  shall  be  made.  By 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  appropriating 
power  is  specially  confided  to  this  House.  Ajb  tlie  imme^ 
diate  representatives  of  the  people,  tlie  members  of  this 
House  are  responsible  for  all  moneys  drawn  from  the 
treasury.  The  amendment,  ss-offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vir^^nia,  [Mr.  Msacsa,]  proposes  te  tninsfer  this 
responsibility  to  the  Executive  Department.  Sir,  the  sub- 
ject of  Executive  Icgisktion,  as  it  is  called,  lias  become 
the  subject  of  loud  and  long  complaint.  Session  afler 
session,  and  day  after  day,  in  each  session,  we  hear  gentle- 
men upon  tilts  fioor  uttering  complaints  against  it.  I  have 
not  made  an  examination  or  estimate,  but  I  have  fre- 
quently heiard  it  inserted,  that  tlie  amount  of  mone^ 
di*awn  from  tlie  treasury,  under  Eiecutive  legislation,  is 
nearly  ec^iial  to  that  drawn  from  it  under  the  legislation  of 
Congress.  The  complaints  against  tliis  irregularity  are 
not  confined  to  this  House;  they  appear  in  the  columns  of 
the  newspapers  throughout  the  country,  and  the  people 
at  large  are  strongly  inclined  to  restrain  this  practice. 

By  a  reference  to  the  debates  upon  the  constitution, 
when  it  was  before  the  people  of  this  country  for  adop- 
tion, you  will  see  tliat  strong  fears  were  entertained  tliat, 
if  the  entire  revenues  of  the  country  were  placed  at  the 
dispo^  of  the  Federal  GfOVci;nment,  abuses  would  grow 
out  of  that  power,  and  apjiropriations  would  be  made,  Tn^ 
consistent  with  the  public  interest.  It  was  urged  that  no 
lasting  abuse  would  ensue;  for  that,  by  the  constitution, 
the  appropriating  power  was  exclusively  confided  to  the 
immediate  representatives  of  the  people;  that  they  were 
to  be  elected  once  in  two  years,  and  were  immediately 
responsible  lor  the  exercise  of  their  power  to  their  con- 
stituents; that,  should  they  attempt  to  make  an  improper 
disposition  of  the  public  funds,  a  speedy  remedy  could  be 
found  in  the  frequent  reciurence  of  elections.  This  argu- 
ment prevailed,  and  this  House  was  recognised  as  the 
safest  depository  of  the  appropriating  power.  Should 
this  House  prove  recreant  to  its  du^,  and  refuse  to  hold 
the  purse  strings  of  the  nation,  who  will  hold  them  for  us^ 
When  the  immediate  representatives  manifest  an  indiffer- 
ence as  to  the  appropriation  of  the  pubKc  treasure,  can 
we  expect  that  agents,  whose  responsibility  is  more  re- 
mote, will  protect  the. interests  which  we  abandon }  Before 
we  sanction  an  appropriation,  it  is  oui:  province  and  our 
duty  to  know,  to  understand,  and  to  settle  the  principle 
upon  which  that  appropriation  is  made.  The  amendment, 
as  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mbrcbb,] 
propQsies  an  unlunited  appropriation,  and  refers  the  set- 
tlement of  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  to  be^made  to 
the  Executive  Department.  What  principle  that  depart- 
ment may  adopt,  and  what  amount  it  may  award  under 
the  provisions  of  this  amendment,  should  it  become  a 
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law,  no  gentleman  here  can  tell.     We  endorse  the  clain)  power  of  eiUogfy  has  been  exhausted  m  portraying^  the 


in  blank,  and  hand  it  over  to  the  party,  and  to  a^^nts  of 
remote  responsibility,  to  fill  up. 

Sir,  I  see  no  necessity  for  ^is  reference.     The  claim, 
agreeably  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
gmia,  [Mr.  MtBccB,]  consists  of  only  nine  Items.  It  is  not 
a  long  account,  requiring  a  tedious  examinntion,  or  a  so- 
lution  of  intricate  or  embarrassing  questions:  the  facts 
are  all  comprised  within  a  narrow  compass.  ^  They  are 
detailed  at  lengfth  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  may 
be  examined  and  understood  in  two  hours,  by  any  gentle- 
man who  will  devote  his  attention  to  them  fur  that  length 
of  time.     They  have  been  a  long  time  before  Congress, 
and  I  have  no  hesitatron  in  saying  that  they  are  under- 
stood by  the  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as  they  can 
be  by  gentlemen  in  the  Executive  Department.     To  this 
House  the  settlement  of  the  question  belongs,  and,  for 
one,  I  will  not  attempt  to  evade  the  responsibility  of  set- 
tling it.     From  the  high  character  of  the  claimant,  the 
decision  of  this  claim  will  unavoidably  be  drawn  into  fu* 
ture  precedent.     It  is  not  the  amount  which  Mr.  Monroe 
alone  may  draw,  that  I  fear.     The  appropriation  of  mil- 
lions to  other  individuals,,  for  similur  claims,  may  be  made 
under  the  rule  which  this  case  may  establish.     This  is  a 
claim  of  dollars  and  cents,  asked  as  a  remuneration  fur 
services  rendered,  and  moneys  disbitrs'^d  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Government.     The  rule  established  for  its  allow- 
ance must  serve  as  a  governing  principle  in  all  future 
cases  of  claims  for  like  services,  and  like  disbursements. 
Under  this  Government,  we  cannot  establish  a  criterion  of 
partial  application.     Tliat  which  is  "equity  and' justice** 
when  applied  to  the  clsum  of  Mr.  Monroe,  must  be  equity 
and  justice  when  applied  to  every  other  claim  of  similar 
character. 

From  the  peculiar  character  of  this  claim,  and  from  its 
general  notoriety,  I  feel  extremely  desirous  that  it  should 
be  settled  by  the  appropriate  tribunal — by  the  public 
agents,  under  an  immediate  responsibility  to  the  pco])le, 
who  feel  the  weight  of  that  responsibility,  and  who  can  be 
most  readily  brought  to  account  for  their  discharge  of 
this  duty. 

My  objection  to  sending  the  claim  to  tJieExecutive  De- 
partment for  settlement  and  liquidution,  does  not  arise 
from  a  want  of  confidence  in  that  department.  For  the 
President,  and  his  cabinet,  I  entertain  a  high  regard*,  but, 
great  as  is  my  confidence  hi  them,  1  desire  that  they 
should  not  be  requh*cd  to  execute' a  duty  not  properly 
devolving  upon  them.  I  am  also.averse  to  embarrassing 
them  with  this  question.  Let  the  appropriate  duties  of 
each  branch  of  the  Government  be  kept  separate,  and  liet 
each  stand  responsible  for  its  actiun.  1  c<'naderit  ungene- 
rous, on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  attempt  to  shift  its 
resportsibillly  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  ^  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  he  would  do  justice;  and  let  him 
be  ever  so  just,  there  are  those  who  will  endeavor  to  tor- 
ture his  acts  to  his  prejudice. 

Sir,  it  was  with  great  reluctance  tliat  1  Was  impelled  to 
say  any  thing  upon  this  subject;  but,  from  the  course 
which  the  debate  upon  the  question  has  taken,  and  from 
the  remai*ks  which  have  fallen  from  the  advocates  6f  the 
claim,  I  should  have  been  wanting  in  duty  and  respect  to 
myself,  had  I  given  a  s'.lcnt  vote,  without  repelling  the 
charged  of  illibrrality  and  ingrjititude  made  against  those 
who  vote  against  the  claim.  I  am  not  content  to  be 
branded  with  illibeindity  or  ingratitude,  and  yield  a  seem- 
ing assent  by  passive  silence. 

In  doors,  and  out  of  doors,  every  thing  that  could  be 
put  in  rcqaiation,  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  this 
claim.  Gentlemen  upon  this  floor  have  addressed  us  in 
the  most  fcelinff  and  patlietic  manner,  in  behalf  of  the 
claimant.  We  have  been  told  of  his  early,  constant,  and 
devoted  patriotism;  of  his  long,  arduous,  and  valuable  ser- 
vices; of  fais  sufl^rings,  his  wants,  and  his  distresses:  tlie 


virtues  and  character  of  the  man.    Far  be  it  from  me,  sir, 
to  detract  from  his  merit.     I  acknowledge  the  high  cli»- 
racter  that  has  been  assigned  him.     I  acknowledge  bis 
patriotism,  his  services,  and  the  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe 
him.     If  he  be  poor,  and  in  want,  he  has  my  sympathio; 
and,  were  it  in  my  power,  conmstently  with  the  dnties  I 
owe  to  the  station  I  hold,  I  should  cheerfully  aid  in  his 
relief;  but,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  the  public,  I 
must  be  govfcmcd  by  my  judgment,  not  bv  my  sympathies. 
In  addition  to  what  has  passed  upon  this  floer,  in  ex- 
traneous influence  has  been  put  in  motion,  with  a  view  to 
operate  upon  the  members  of  this  body.     Public  meetings 
have  been  held  in  different  places,  and  resolutions  have 
been  passed  expressive  of  their  sense  of  the  justice  and 
equity  of  this  claim.     These  resolutions  have  been  usher- 
ed upon  us  as  the  evidence  of  public  sentiment,  snd  uni- 
versal anxiety  of  the  people  for  the  relef  of  Mr.  Monroe. 
When  it  is  alleged  that,  from  the  comnlicated  nature  cf 
this  claim,  the  members  of  this  House,  who  have  examined 
it,  and  whose  duty  it  has  been  to  investigate  and  under- 
stand it,  are  incompetent  to  decide  it,  and  that  it  is,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  send  it  to  the  Executive  Department  to 
be  settled,  shall  we  take  the  cxprcsaons  of  those  meet- 
ings as  the  rule  of  our  action  >    Probably  not  one  in  a 
hundred  who  attended  them,  had  ever  looked  into  the 
documents  relating  to  it,  or  could  assign  any  reason  for  it« 
allowance,  other  than  that  Mr.  Monroe  deserves  well  of 
the  country. 

The  only  ground  on  which  this  claim  could  be  sustain- 
ed for  a  moment,  is,  that  of  a  pecuniary  indebtcdneis  by 
the  Government.  Mr.  Monroe  does  not  ask  us  to  bestow 
it  upon  him  as  a  gift;  and  should  we  be  so  regardless  of 
our  duty  as  to  abandon  d>e  well  established  rules  of  lt.^l 
adjudication,  and,  instead  of  a w^arding  him  a  debt  actually 
his  due,  should  insidt  him  with  "the  offer  of  a  gift,  has  he 
not  too  much  of  the  American  in  him  to  accept  it>  Itfi 
a  debt  that  he  claims,  and  Congress  is  both  couit  and  jufj 
to  try  the  question,  and  assess  his  damages.  Now,  sir, 
what  woidd  be  said  of  a  court  or  jury  wlio,  in  fonninga 
judgment  on  a  claim  for  money,  srfiould  look  at,  hear,  or 
rcgird  the  decisions  or  recommeiidationsof  atown,  coufi- 
ty,  or  city  meeting?  These  are  designed  to  express  the 
general  judgment  on  subjects  of  policy;  but  they  are  unfit 
tribunals  to  prescribe  ndes  for  the  legal  adjustment  ol 
pecuniary  demands,  and  it  savors  somewhat  of  the  dema- 
gogue to  apply  them  in  such  cases. 

Letter  Witers  at  Washington  have  fttrnished  the  editors 
of  papers  with  statements  reflecting  upon  the  conductor 
members  of  this  House,  some  for  voting  against,  ami 
others  for  their  inattention  to  tliis  claim.  These  letters 
have  been  published,  and  the  papers  sent  here;  and  li  it  un- 
charitable to  suppose  that  the  design  was  to  influence  tlie 
final  vote  upon  this  question?  Now,  sir,  in  tlie  disch;ute 
of  my  duty  as  a  member  of  this  House,  I  cannot  permit 
myself  to  be  seduced  by  any  art  of  persuasion,  or  intim:- 
dated  through  fear  of  popular  denunciation,  to  act  counter 
to  my  views  of  justice  and  propriety. 

Sir,  if  it  be  now  in  order  to  advert  to  the  ments  of  tl.b 
claim,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  express  my  omnion  upon 
them.  1  am  aware  of  the  ungracious  office  -I  have  to  pf'- 
form  in  opposing  this  claim.  A  claim  identified  with  tne 
name,  and  services,  and  sufferings  of  James  Monroe,  5> 
calculated  to  draw  to  it  a  generous  feeling,  and  to  inip  ic 
a  ccmfidence  in  its  merit.  , 

In  1826,  a  portion  of  this  cWm,  together  w.th  oth»r 
items,  was  pending  before  Congress.  The  subject  tnc'irti 
gr^at  interest,  and  underwent  a  thorough  invesUgat'on 
by  the  membei-s  of  this  House  at  that  time.  1  then  ii-o 
the  honor  of  a  seat  here;  it  became  my  duty  to  act  upon 
it,  and  I  bestowed  great  attention  upon  its  n^""-,',  . 
down  to  an  examination  with  feelings  of  sti'ong  prc<l"«' 
tion  in  its  favor.     I  had  a  high  veneration,  and  boundless 
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regard,  for  the  character  hiuI  services  of  the  man.  I  felt 
an  earnest  desire  to  find  proofs  which  woul^  authorize 
rne  to  give  it  my  support.  I  will  not  say  that  I  examined 
it  impartially;  for  my  feelings  stronglv  preponderated  in 
ra;i^r  of  the  claimant  I  was  reconciled,  tlien,  to  an  allow- 
ance of  a  portion  of  the  thirty  thousand  dollars  then  allow* 
e^l  him^  but  such  was  the  resiult  of  my  examination,  that  I 
was  compelled  to  vote  against  the  allowance  of  the  whole 
aiBounL 

Previous  to  presenting  the  claim  to  Congi'ess,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe had  applied  to  the  proper  department  for  its  allow- 
ance.    It  had  undergone  the  examination  and  decision  of 
gentlemen  who  were  then  in  the  administration.      The 
examination  by  the  department  took  place  at  a  period 
when  the  facts  and  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
claim  were  fresh  in  the  recollection,  and  clearly  within 
the  knowledge  of  those  whose  duty  it  then  was  to  pass 
upon  it.      The  gentlemen  of  the  department,  who  then 
audited  and  liquidated  Mr.  Monroe's  claims,  were  his  con- 
temporaries in  service,  and  were  hb  personal  and  political 
fricBds.    Not  satisfied  with  their  rejection  of -certain  items 
for  extra  expenses,  and  for  interest,  be  presented  tlic 
question  to  Congress,  and  asked  that  those  items  might 
be  settled  by  tliat  body,  upon  principles  of  justice  and 
equity.     After  a  lapse  of  more  tlian  fifteen  years  from  the 
time   the  subject  was  passed  upon  by  Wie  department, 
Cong^ress  was  induced  to  pass  a  bill  allowing,  in  addition 
to  tUe  allowances  by  the  department,  the  sum  of  twenty^ 
nine  thousand  five  kundried  dollars,  which  was  then  deem- 
ed and  considered  hy  the  majority  of  Congress  who  voted 
the  allowance,  to  be  an  ample  and  liberal  liquidation  and 
payment  of  all  Chat  was  due  to  Mr.  Monroe,  upon  princi- 
ples of  law,  justice,  and  equity;  and  inserted  a  clause  in 
the  bill,  declaratory  of  its  being  hi  full  of  all  his  claims 
upon  the  Government.     It  seems  that  further  justice  and 
equity  is  now  called  for.     If  the  bill  of  1826  was  a  satis- 
faction in  full  of  all  liis  claims,  the  appropriation  to  he 
made  by  the  present  bill,  if  it  became  a  law,  must  be  a 
donation,  and  not  a  payment.     The  Congre8SM)f  1826  be- 
came tl^e  arbiters  between  Mr,  Monroe  and  the  Treasury 
Department.     Their  award  was  obligatory  upon  the  trea- 
sury to  pay4  and,  under  the  terms  of  the  act,  the  accept- 
ance of  the  money  by  Mr.  Monroe  cannot  but  be  con- 
sidered as  obli^tory  upon  bim«    Reciprocitv  of  obligation 
upon  the  parties  must  be  irresistibl>^plicd. 

In  looking  into  the  report  of  the  committee  of  last  ses- 
sion, who  reported  tlxe  bill  under  consideration,  it  will  be 
«cen  that  upwards  of  twenty-four  tlu>usand  dolkrs  now 
reported  as  being  due  to  Mr«  Monroe,  and  incorporated  in 
the  bill,  consists  of  items  rejected  by  the  Congress  of 
1826.  Three  thousand  dollars  and  upwards,  of  this  latter 
fnm,  is  for  contingent  expenses,  alleged  to  have  accnied 
in  £n^land  and  France  during  his  mission  to  those  coun- 
tries. In  1826,  when  his  claim  for  contingent  expenses 
was  before  the  committee,  they  allowed  him  for  those  ex- 
penses a  sum  equal  to  the  average  allowed  to  other  min- 
isters in  like  cases.  His  charge  for  those  expenses  was 
not  backed  by  vouchers,  but  exhibited  in  gross.  The 
charge  was  found  to  exceed  the  average  allowed  to  other 
ministers  by  upwards  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
excess  was  therefore  rejected  by  that  committee.  The 
balance  of  this  twenty-four  thousand  dollars  is  made  up  of 
interest  alleged  to  have  accrued  upon  his  claims  against 
the  Government  p>revious  to  December,  1810,  at  which 
time  he  exhibited  liis  accounts,  and  settled  with  the  de- 
partment. The  committee  of  1826  reiected  this  interest, 
on  the  groand  that  its  allowance  would  be  contrary  to  the 
usage  of  the  Government  in  all  other  cases.  It  was  upon 
tlie  principle  that  no  hLckes  were  imputable  to  the,  Govern- 
ment; that  it  was  always  ready  to  pay  its  creditors  when 
they  should  exhibit  their  accounts,  and  demand  payment, 
lliis  principle  is  in  consonance  with  the  principles  of  the 


shall  not  draw  interest,  though  the  creditor  may  omit  to 
make  his  demand  for  years.  This  rule  pii-valls  both  in 
law  and  equity,  and  the  allowance  of  tills  interest  would 
be  a  perversion  of  the  establiiilicd  rule  of  each.  Sir,  I 
object  to  its  allowance  in  this  case,  for  the  rca<}on  that  it 
would  be  a  manifestation  of  fickleness  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  It  would  be  an  innovation  upon  its  fixed 
and  established  rules;  those  rules  to  which  the  claims  of 
ail  its  creditors  are  subject.  Adopt  this  principle  in  your 
settlements,  and  there  are, claims  enough  of  this  descrip- 
tion, to  draw  from  your  treasury  many  millions  of  dollars. 
Give  notice,  by  the  establishment  of  this  precedent,  that 
such  clainui  are  allowable,  and  you  will  be  overwhelmed 
with  them.  Suppose  you  ix'tax  the  rule  in  this  particular 
case  only,  wlmt  will  the  next  claimant  say  to  you  when 
you  reject  his  daim,  predicated  upon  Uic  identical  prin- 
ciple with  this?  Will  he  not  have  a  rieht  to  demand  of 
you  even-handed  justice?  and  will  he  not  have  just 
gi'ounds  for  murmur  and  complaint,  if  you  try  his  claim  by 
one  rule,  and  Mr.  Monroe's  by  another? 

Sir,  it  is  our  pride,  and  our  every  day's  boast,  that  our 
citizens  aQ  enjoy  equal  rights,  and  are  all  entitled  to  equal 
privileges.  What  room  for  comment  upon  your  boasted 
equality  would  not  the  allowance  of  this  claim  afford? 

In  1826,  the  items  exhibited  for  services  and  disburse- 
ments amounted  to  about  eighteen  thousand  dollars.    The 
excess  then  claimed  over  that  sum  was  exclusively  for 
interest  accrued  upon  it.     The  principal  was  reduced  by 
deducting  from  it  the  tliree  thousand  doIlarB  before  men- 
tioned, and  Mr.  Monroe  was  allowed,  by  the  bill  passed 
at  that  session,  above  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  his  alleged  demand,^wUh  the  interest  on  the  same 
from  December,  1810,  up  to  the  passage  of  that  act;  which 
interest  amounted  to  more  than  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 
Should  we  now  allow  the  twenty-four  thousand  dollars 
then  rejected,  we  should  pay  to  Mr.  Monroe  the  eighteen 
thousand  dollars  of  principal  he  then  claimed,  with  up- 
wards of  thirty -five  thousand  dollars  interest  upon  the 
same.     No  sucu  claim  ever  was,  or  ever  should  be,  allow- 
ed by  this  Government.     Since  1826,  several  additional 
items  have  been  annexed  to  those  then  claimed.     The 
merits  of  these  items  have  been  canvassed,  and  clearly 
exnlained  upoa  this  floor,  by  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded mc  in  opposition  to  this  bul.  I  will  not  say  that  these 
additional  items  have  since  been  hunted  up,  as  an  apology 
for  allowing  to  Mr.  Monroe  a  sum  of  money;  but  I  will  say, 
that  it  appears  to  me  extraordinary  that  they  should  have 
been  omitted  when  the  claim  was  before  presented.     I 
have  exammed  them,  and  I  concur  with  the  gentlemen 
who  have  represented  their  utter  groundlessness.     It  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat,their  arguments^  and  I  will  not  de- 
tain tlie  House  by  doing  so. 

We  have  heard  it  alleged  m  this  debate  that  the  people 
of  this  country  desire  the  allowance  of  this  claim,  and 
that,  should  its  decision  be  submitted  to  them,  thev  would 
be  nearly  unanimous  in  its  favor.  Sir,  it  is  possible  that, 
if  it  should  go  to  them  under  tlie  partial  representations 
of  its  friends  in  this  House,  they  would  declare  in  favor  of 
its  justice;  but  should  the  other  sj^le  of  the  story  be  told 
them — should  they  be  told,  as  is  X\\^  fact,  that  Mr.  Monroe 
had,  within  the  last  thirty-four  years,  received  the  sum  of 
about  four  hundred  thousand  aollars  for  his  services  and 
expenses;,  which  amounts  to  an  allowance  of  over  thirty 
dollars  a  day  for  all  that  time;  that,  iq  addition  to  this  allow- 
ance, we  voted  him  money  enough  in  1826  to  load  a  waffon 
with  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  that  we  were  now  called 
upon  to  give  him  sufficient  to  load  two  other  wagons,  it 
is  not  so  clear  to  me  that  they  would  call  us  illiberal  or 
ungrateful  for  withholding  it.  ' 

Sir,  a  pecuniary  debt  to  an  individual  for  services  render- 
ed, and  moneys  disbursed,  is  one  tiling:  a  debt  of  gratitude 
for  his  patriotic  devotion  and  unyielding  fidelity  to  the  cause 


common  law,  which  declares  tlut  an  unliquidated  demand  of  our  country,  is  another.  CouklT  find,  amongst  the  proofs 
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exhibited,  the  evidence  of  a  pecuniary  indebtedness  lo 
Mr.  Monroe,  I  woiikl  be  amongst  the  first  to  vote  its  pay- 
ment. That  we  owe  him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  I  most  cheer- 
fully acknowledge;  and  when  a  proposition  shall  be  made 
to  grant  him  a  sum  of  money  as  a  donation,  or  pension,  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  act  upon  it.  How  I  should  act,  is 
now  unnecessary  to  say.  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the 
evil  tliercof."  I  cannot  reconcile  ray  judgment  to  voting 
a  donation,  under  color  of  paying  oflr  a  pecuniary  demand. 

Mr.  CROCKETT  remarked,  that  tlie  talking  of  gentle- 
men would  not  change  a  single  vote,  and  he  therefore 
demanded  the  previous  question;  but  withdrew  the  de- 
mand on  being  mformed  of  its  effect. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  renewed  the  demand. 

Mr.  MERCER  and  Mr.  WILLIAMS  both  rose  to  in- 
quire the  effect  df  the  previous  question.  If  sustained, 
it  would  do  away  both  the  amendments,  and  the  question 
would  recur  on  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  HAMWONS  would  not  withdraw  his  demand. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  was  perfectly  willing  that  the  pre- 
vious question  should  be  sustained. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  not  sustained 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  MERCER,  in  a  few  words,  replied  to  those  gen- 
tlemen who  had  spoken  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the 
member  from  North  Carolina,  and  referred  to  the  statute 
book  to  show  that  seventy-seven  cases  had  been  settled  on 
the  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  Government. 

Afler  a  short  explanation  by  Mr.  Williams,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  the  amendment  offered  by  him  to  Mr. 
Merccb's  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatT\'e<<-' 
yeas  109,  nays  81 . 

The  question  then  occurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
MvRCBR,  as  amended  by  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wil- 

LIA.Xfl, 

Mr.  IlEMPHILI*  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  onler  for 
him  to  offer  an  amendment,  to  supersede  that  now  before 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order;  but  if 
the  House  refused  to  a^ee  to  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration,  the  gentleman  would  then  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  offer  his  proposition. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  desired  that  the  amendment  he  held 
in  his  hand  should  be  read,  and  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk, 
as  follows: 

"Whereas  James  Monroe  has  rfepcktcdly  memorialized 
Congress,  concerning  certain  claims:  and  whereas  several 
committees  of  the  House  of  Representati\'es  have  reported 
favorably  thereon:  and  whereas,  from  the  lapse  ot  time, 
and  other  causes,  an  accurate  opinion  cannot  be  formed 
as  to  t)ie  amount,  leaving  a  compromise  as  the  only  alter- 
native: therefore, 

••J?c  it  enaded,  &c.  That,  for  pubfic  services,  losses, 
and  sacrifices,  the  sum  of  thirty-six  thousand  dollars  is 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  to  James  M6nroe,  imme- 
diately aner  the  passing  of  this  act,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated;  which  shall  be 
in  full  of  all  demands  of  the  said  James  Monroe  ftO"  his 
claims  as  aforessud." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Mxbceb's  amendment  as  amended;  and. 

The  question  being  finally  put  thereon,  it  wfta  diccided 
in  the  negfative,  ^ts  foUows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Allen,  Anderson,* Angel,  Armstrong, 
Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Barringer,  Baylor,  James  Blair, 
John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Cahoon,  Campbell,  Chandler, 
Chilton,  Clay,  Conner, '  Cooper;  Cowles,' Craig,  Crane, 
Creighton,  Davenport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Denny,  Dod- 
dridge, Earll,  Ellsworth,  Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Fry, 
Gaithcr,  Gordon,  Green,  Hall,  Halscy,  Haramons,  Har- 


vey, Hawkins,  Ilaynes,  Hollaml,  Hoflfman,  Hubbard, 
Hunt,  Huirtington,  Ihrie,  Tliomas  Irwin,  Jarvis,  R.  M. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  Adam  Ring,  Lea- 
vilt,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Magee,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy, 
Mclntire,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Ticfson,  Polk, 
Potter,  Roane,  Sanford,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Speight,  Richard  Spencer,  James  Standefer,  Sterlg«re, 
Wm.'  L.  Storrs,  Sutherlaml,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Tucker,  Vinton,  Weeks,  Whittlesey, 
Williams,  Yancey. — 88. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Arnold, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Beekman,  Bouldin,  Brodhead, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Cambrelcng,  Carson,  Childs,  CUi- 
borne,  Clark,  Coke,  Coleman,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Cro- 
cheron,  Crowninahield,  Daniel,  John  Davis,  Deberry, 
Desha,  Draper,  Drayton,  Duncan,  Dvvnght,  Eager,  George 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Forward,  Gilmore,  Gurley,  Hemphill,  Hodges,  Houvd, 
Hughes,  Ingersoll,  William  W.  Irvin,  Isacks,;  Johns,  Ken- 
dall, Lamar,  Lea,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Letcher,  Loytll, 
Lumpkin,  Mallary,  Martindale,  Martin,  McCreery,  McUuf- 
fie,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Norton,  Patton,  Pierce,  Pcttii, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Richardson,  Rose,  Russel,  Scott,  Wm. 

B.  ShepaH,  Sill,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Stephens,  Henry  R. 
Stori%,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Wiley  Thompson,  Tracy, 
Trezvant,   Varnum,   Verplanck,    Washington,    Wayne, 

C.  P.  White,  E.  D.  White,  Wicklifle,  Wilde,  Wilson, 
Wing-ate,  Young.-^92.  - 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  original 
bill  to  be  engrossed  fbr  a  third  reading. 

On  this  question  Mr.  HAYI^ES  demanded  the  previous 
question;  pending  which  demand, 

Mr.  McCOY  moved  an  adjournment;  which  prevailed. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

WxnixasnAT,  Fkrrvart  2« 
SALT  SPRINGS  IN  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  salt  springs  on  Vermil- 
lion river,  in  that  State;  wliich  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  I.  moved  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Momlay  next^but  the  motion  did  not  prevail 

Mr.  I.  then  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McCOY  said  that  the  practice  of  the  House  was 
not  yA\9.t  it  ought  to  be.  He  was  tired  of  hearing  the 
many  motions  submitted  to  make  bills  the  special  order  of 
the  day — ^tlius  gfiving  one  subject  a  preference  over  othera. 
He  moved  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

i:r.  IRVlN,  of  Ohio,  explained  the  object  of  the  bill. 
It  provided  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  Illinois,  reserv- 
ed for  the  use  of  salt  springs^  The  sales  of  similar  lands 
had  taken  place-  in  Ohio  and  other  States,  for  the  use  of 
.those  States;  and  he  could  see  no  good  reason  why  the 
same  coarse  should  not  be  pursued  towards  Illinois. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  hoped  tliat  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia [Mr.  McCor]  would  not  urge  hia  motion  to  refer  the 
bill  to  a  committee,  as  such  a  disposition  of  it  would  be  equi- 
valent to  its  rejection.  He  said  that  the  bill  had  been 
reported  in  conformity  with  a  memorial  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State,  and  he  understood  tiiat  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  was  to  be  applied  to  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment in  the  State,  and  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Wabash  river.  He  said  that  this  subject  had 
been  sevei-al  times  before  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  where  it  had  met  with  some  oppontion^  but  he  said 
that  committee  was  now  unmimously  in  favor  of  the  bill 
just  reported,  and  he  hoped  tlie  House  would  now  pass  it 
without  furthtr  delay. 

Mr.  McCOY  having  withdrawn  his  motion,  the  bill  wa* 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to^flwrrow. 
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Surplus  Beoenue. — Ckum  of  Jamea  Monroe, 


[H.  OF  R.  ' 


JAMBS  MONROE. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  for  reasons  which  he 
stated,  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  -vote  by  which 
the  House  yesterday  rejected  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe.  He  said,  if  he  could 
possibly  see  a  semblance  of  correctness  in  the  claim  pre- 
ferred to  the  House,  he  would  cheerfully  vote  for  it.  His 
object  was  a?ajn  to  get  the  amendment  back  wga\x\  before 
the  House;  if  that  amendment,  as  amended  on  the  m%>tion 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  should  pass,  he 
votild  prefer  it  as  less  questionable  than  any  other  ahape 
that  could  be  given  to  the  bi)l.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  motion,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  assigned  his  reasons  for  votings  against 
the  reconsideration. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  for  reconsiders- 
tion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  98,  nays  101. 

SURPLUS  REVENUE. 

The  resolution  for  priDtIng  6,000  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
message  of  the  Freaident  as  relates  to  the  surplus  revenue 
of  the  Government^  next,  came  up;  but  the  hour  fur  the 
consideration  of  resolutions  having  nearly  elapsed,  the 
subject  was  further  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  House  then  took  op  the  bill  forthe  relief  of  James 
Monroe-^the  question  being  on  ordering  it  to  be  eng^ross- 
ed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  yesterday^ 
had  demanded  the  previous  question;  but  the  HouM  this 
day  revised  to  8\istain  the  demand. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  tlien  moved  the  amendment  which 
was  yesterday  read  at  his  request,  viz. 

"Strike  out  of  the  bill  all  after  the  word  •  That,'  and 
insert — 

"  For  public  services,  losses,  and  sacrifiees,  the  sum  of 
thirty-six  thousand  dolluv  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  to  James  Monroe,  immediately  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  out  of  any  money  \w  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated;  which  shall  be  m  full  of  all  demands  of  the 
said  James  Monroe  for  his  claims  aforesaid." 

Hr.  HEMPHILL  tleclined  entering  into  any  argument 
in  favor  of  his  amendment.  Various  sums  had  been  sug- 
gested as  proper  to  be  appropriated:  he  had  fixed,  after 
some  attention  to  the  matter,  on  that  proposed  in  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  HATNES  said  that^  if  ftn*  no  other  reason,  he 
should  oppose  the  amendment,  because  tiie  claim  seemed 
to  be  put  up  to  the  lowest  bidder.  He  had  given  the  sub- 
ject some  attention,  and  was  convinced  there  was  not  a 
dollar  due  Mr.  Monroe. 

Mr.  CHILTON  said  he  would  make  one  more  attempt 
to  get  rid  of  the  subject,  and  wHli  that  view  he  moved  to 
l>y  the  bill  and  amendment  on  the  table.  Negatived-* 
rc4s84,  nays  11 L 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment   of   Mr. 

HllIFHH.1,, 

Mr.  TUGKBR  ^ipposed  the  amendment  He  said  he 
had  examined  the  matter  with  considerable  attention,  and 
could  not  discover  that  Mr.  Monroe'  had  any  claim  upon 
the  Government.  He  vierwed  the  whole  eoncern  in  the 
light  of  a  donation. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
vnendmenty  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  referred  to  the  concluding  clause  of 
the  amendment,  and  asked  if  it  would  be  of  any  avail. 
I^c  act  formerly  passed  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe 
contained  a  similar  provision,  but  it  had  not  prevented 
the  introduction  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  PATTON  siUd  he  did  not  like  the  form  of  the 
amendment,  yet,  as  he  was  diposed  to  go  for  the  substance, 
he  should  not  take  exception  to  forms.     Ht  would  move, 


however,  to  strike  out  ^36,000,  and  maert  $52,000,  as  the 
proper  sum  to  be  allowed  to  quiet  Mr.  Monroe's  claim. 

This  motion  was  promptly  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Hbmphill,  and  determined  in  the  negative-^yeas  93, 
nays  99. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  then  renewed  his  amendment,  reduc- 
ing the  sum  to  be  appropriated  to  $30,000. 

Mr*  HAYNES  demanded  the  previous  question;  but  the 
House  refused  to  sustain  the  demand. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  submitted  an  amendment;  but  the 
SPEAKER  declared  it  to  be  out  of  order,  tiie  House 
having  yestei-day  rejected  a  similar  amendmept. 

Mr.  POTTER  then  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  tn  after  the  word  *'  sacrifices:" 

*<  In  addition  to  the  aim  of  four  humlred  thousand  dxA' 
lars,  heretofore  paid  to  said  Jamea  Monroe,  for  the  same 
consideration." 

Mr.  CARSON  wassony  to  differ  with  his  colleague:  he 
could  have  wished  the  amendment  bad  not  been  oflfered; 
but,  if  it  prevailed,  it  could  do  no  harm  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
He  then  commented  upon  what  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Aaeci,]  yesterday. 

Mr.  ANGEL  explained,  and  vindicated  himself. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  upon  the  short  time  tiiat 
was  left,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  to  attend  to  Uie 
public  business.  He  hoped  the  claim  would  be  decided 
on  to-day.  -Mr.  B.  sud  that*  before  he  resumed  his  seat, 
he  would  take  this  occasion  to  remark,  that^  after  the  pre- 
sent generation  had  been  -gathered  to  their  fathers,  and 
when  the  men  of  other  times  came  to  review  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  day,  it  would  be  a  stain  upon  tiie  character  of 
the  nation,  if  we  should  suffer  the  illustrious  individud 
who  preferred  this  claim  to  go  to  his  grave  witliout  its  ad- 
justment. Such  conduct  towards  an  individual,  now  in 
poverty  and  old  age,  who  had  rendered,  most  important 
services,  both  in  peace  and  in  war,  to  his  country,  would  be 
blftzooed  to  the  worla  by  the  enemies  of  our  free  institu- 
tions, as  another  proof  of  the  ingratitude  of  republics. 

Mr.  POLK  said  he  would  be  the  JUst  man  to  inflict  a 
stain  on  the  country.  He  entered  into  an  argument  to 
show  tliat  the  individual  referred  tojiad  no  claim  on  the 
nation.  He  remarked  upon  thex:haracter  of  the  debate— 
sometimes  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  argued  as  if  there 
was  a  claim,  at  mother  times  they  appealed  to  the  feelings 
of  members.  Some  gentlemen  thought  there  was  a  claim 
upon  Congress — others  viewed  the  matter  in  the  light  oi 
a  gratuity.  If  he  believed  there  was  any  thing  due  Mr. 
Monroe,  he  would  provide  for  his  payment;  but  he  did  not 
believe  there  was  one  diollar  due  mm. 

Mr.  MERCER  stated,  in  reference  to  tlie  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  NorUi  CaroUna^  on  his 
own  authority,  and  as  a  member  of  the  House,  that  Mr. 
Monroe  had  not  received  400,000  dollantf^om  the  Govern- 
mentfor  his  services. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  considered  it  a  solemn 
duty  on  his  part  to  oppose  the  claim,  and  he  should  be 
compelled  to  vote  agunst  it. 

Mr.  POTTl<m  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
would  excuse  him  if  he  thought  tiiat  gentleman  was  not 
altogether  accurate  on  the  subject.  He  [Mr.  P.]  bad 
taken  some  pains  to  examine  into  it,  and  was  satisfied  that  the 
sum  named  in  his  amendment  was  not  far  from  the  truth. 
He  remarked  upon  what  had  fidlen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  on  the  score  of  ingratitude,  and  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  that  any  man  who  had  filled  the  Pre- 
sidential chair,  and  had  been*  commander-in-chief  of 
the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  had  been  fully 
compensated  for  all  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his 
country. 

Mr.  WAYNE  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  a  large  sum 
due  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  that  it  should  be  paid. 

Mr.  DORSEY  opposed  the  claim,  in  a  speech  of  some 


571 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


5/2 


H.  OT  R.] 


Dui^fmSaU. 


[Fi».  3, 1831. 


length  ( in  the  coune  of  which  he  examined  the  grounds 
upon  which  tlie  claim  waa  founded,  and  replied  to  gentle- 
men  who  had  spoken  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  MERCER  made  an  energetic  reply,  and  repelled 
some  of  the  assertions  made  by  Mr.  D. 

5Ir.  DORSEY  rejoined  with  equal  warmth. 

Mr.  POLK  replied  to  some  of  tne  remarks  of  Mr.  Mxr- 

CEB. 

Mr.  MERCER  again  took  the  floor,  and  animadverted 
warmly  on  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, [Mr.  D.]    He  also  replied  to  the  remarks  of  BIr. 

Polk. 

Mr.  POTTER  now  modified  his  amendment  by  inserts 
ing  354,000  dollars,  instead  of  400,000. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
PoTTin,  it  was  negatived,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  RENCHER  then  submitted  the  following  proviso, 
to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  amendment  offered  by  Itr. 
Hemphill;  and  stated  that,  if  it  was  adopted,  he  should 
vote  for  the  amendment: 

**FrooitUdf  The  accounting  officer  of  tlie  Treasury 
Department  shall,  upon  an  examination  of  his  accounts, 
believe  so  much  is  due  him  upon  principles  of  equity  and 
justice." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  the  ydas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  amendment  pn>po8ed. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL,  to  save  the  tinie  of  the  House,  said 
be  would  accept  of  the  amendment  as  a  modification  of  his 
own  motion. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  adjournment; 
the  motion  was  negatived — 87  to  96. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Hbhiphill,  as  modified, 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  moved  the  previous  question;  the  ef- 
fect of  which  would  have  been  to  take  the  question  on 
engrosnng  the  original  bill.  The  House  refused  to  sus- 
tain  the  demand. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered  oy  the  House. 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  tiiat  the  House  do  now  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  81,  nays  102. 

The  .question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Hemphill,  as  modified,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative< — 
yeas  106,  nays  83. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill,  as  amended,  for  a  third  reading,  and  tne  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  question. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Thursday,  FsBRVAaT  3. 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

Mr.  MALLARY,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu&ctures, 
reported  the  following  bill: 

**Be  U  enaded,  C^c.  That  so  much  of  an  act  entitled 
<  An  act  to  reduce  the  duty  on  sidt,'  approved.  May  29, 
1830,  as  will  take  effect  on  and  after  the  Slst  of  Decem- 
ber next,  be,  and  llie  same  is  hereby,  repealed^  and  that 
the  duty  on  salt  imported  into  the  United  States  be  and 
remain  at  fifteen  cents  per  bushel.'' 

A  very  long  report  aocompanied^e  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  time,  Mr.  LAMAR 
moved  its  rejection. 

Mr.  TUCKER  objected  to  the  second  reading  of  tlie 
biU,  and  hoped  it  would  be  rejected.  He  regretted  that 
it  had  been  introduced.  The  tax  on  salt  was  complained 
of,  and  justly  complained  o(  by  the  greater  part  of  tiie 
American  people;  it  was  a  tax  that  operated  with  great 
severity  on  the  poor.  The  tax  was  laid  for  war  purposes, 
and  should  not  be  continued  in  a  state  of  peace.  An  act 
to  repeal  the  tax  passed  at  the  last  session,  aflet  full  dis- 
cusnon,  and  it  was  but  just  that  the  repeal  should  take 
place.  We  have  a  bill  on  the  tables  of  the  House,  relative 


to  a  reduction  of  the  dirties  on  su^bt;  was  this  bill  intended 
to  have  any  effect  upon  that  measure?  Mr.  T.  hoped 
that  every  gentleman  on  the  fioor,  who  deared  the  pros- 
perity of  his  country,  would  promptly  vote  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Msnu&c- 
tures.  Mr.  T.  defended  the  vote  he  gave  the  other  day 
against  the  rejection  of  a  bill;  he  did  it  with  a  view  to 
aUow  an  «spportunity  for  discussion. 

Mr.  MALLARY  said,  there  was  nothing  unusual  in  re- 
porting the  bill  now  before  the  House.  The  ComiQittee 
on  Manufactures  had  considered  the  subject;  it  was  an 
interesting  onei  and  they  had  very  fully  given  their  viewi 
upon  it  in  the  report  which  accompanied  the  bill.  If  tlie 
gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat*  felt  irritated  at  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee,  he  could  not  help  it^ 
be  claimed  the  right  to  present  his  views  to  the  Hoiue, 
and  so  did  the  committee.  He  was  not  disposed  to  go  into 
an  argument  upon  the  subject  at  this  tune;  he  should 
prefer  that  the  bill  should  lie  on  the  tabl^,  and  the  reoort 
be  printed,  so  that  gentlemen  might  have  time  to  reflect 
upon  and  understand  the  question  for  themselrcs.  He 
was  desirous  that  the  bill  should  take  the  usual  course— be 
read  a  second  time,  and  committed.  He  assured  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  that  lie  had  no  idea  that  this 
measure  should  have  any  effect  on  the  sugar  bill;  nor 
would  the  effect  of  its  passage  be  to  operate  upon  the 
poor — it  was  rather  intended  to  relieve  tlie  poor.  The 
gentleman  had  said  that  the  object  of  his  vote  the  other 
day  was  to  admit  of  discusnon — ^his  object  now  was  to 
prevent  it,  by  strangling  the  bill.  If  the  House  choie  to 
reject  the  bill,  he  had  nothing  to  say  against  it,  but,  before 
doing  so,  he  ^ould  be  pleased  to  have  tlie  views  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  read. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  had  been  unprepared  for  the 
introduction  of  a  measure  of  the  nature  of  that  now  be- 
fore the  House.  There  had  been  a  M\  discussion  on  the 
subject  at  the  last  session,and  the  House,  by  aconstdcrable 
majority,  had  passed  a  bill  to  repeal  the  tax  on  salt,  now 
proposed  to  be  continued.  In  the  debate  on  thatoccasioni 
It  was  declared  to  be  one  of  the  most  giievousandoppreir 
aive  taxes  to  which  any  people  were  subjected.  Neither 
the  poor  nor  the  rich,  said  |^Mr.  p.,  should  be  burdened 
with  a  tax  on  an  article  that  entered  into  the  necesary 
consumption  of  every  family.  Pass  this  bill,  and  what 
would  gentlemen  have  to  tell  their  constituents  when  they 
went  home,  this  measure  following  directly  upon  the  act 
of  the  last  session  ? 

'  Mr.  S.  then  spoke  of  the  effecU  which  the  measure 
would  have  upon  the  people  of  the  South,  and  said  he 
warned  gentlemen,  to  be  cautious  in  their  i^peated  at> 
tempts  to  keep  them  down.  He  denounced  the  ren- 
geance  of  the  South  on  the  majority  of  this  House,  if  they 
persisted  in  a  course  of  measures  like  those  pursued  for 
some  years  past.  Last  year,  he  said,  the  lordis  proprieU* 
riesof  the  United  States  bad  been  petitioned  to  reduce 
tlie  duties  on  salt,  and  their  prayer  was  granted.  Nov  it 
was  proposed  to  restore  the  duties.  Wf  uld  not  such 
legislation  create  excitement^  Yes,  said  Mr.  S.,  such  a 
sjTstem  of  robbery  and  plunder  will  create  excitement. 
Was  the  South  to  have  no  redress  of  grievances?  And 
when  she  had  tlirown  herself  on  the  liberality  of  her 
sovereigns,-  and  obtained  some  partial  pelief»  was  she  to  be 
agun  subjected  to  the  same  burdens?  The  day  wa» 
coming  when  the  South  would  be  heard.  The  oppressive 
measures  under  which  she  labored  must  be  repesJed—it 
will  be  done-«nd  shall  be  done.  The  South  was  on  the 
eve  of  a  rebellion.  Yes,  sir,  the  day  is  fast  approachiogi 
when  the  people  of  the  South  will  rise  in  their  majestv, 
and  stalk  the  avenues  of  this  House,  and  take  vengeance 
on  their  oppressors.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  fear  this  Government, 
under  which  they  claim  the  right  to  tax  us,  will  be  v»^^ 
"to  reel  to  and  fro  like  a  drunken  man."  Sir,  I  sm 
done. 
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Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  rote  to  addrew   the 
House t  but  gave  way  to 

Mr.  TUCKER,  who  aaid  that,  wlien  the  bUl  should  re- 
ceive its  second  readii^,  he  should  move  an  amendment 
to  provide  for  Uie  repeal  of  the  duties  on  salt  in  ioio.  He 
felt  sorry  that  Uie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had 
expressed  himself  as  he  had  done.  It  was  his  [Mr.  T's.] 
wish  to  put  down  excitement.  Every  section  of  this 
country  was  oppressed  by  this  odious  tax,  except  the  per- 
sons engird  in  the  manufacture  of  the  article.  There 
was  an  aristocracy  in  this  House — they  had  power,  and 
they  exercised  it  to  oppress.  They  were  led  into  error 
themselves,  and  they  deluded  the  people.  The  yeomanry 
of  the  couotnr  never  had  been  represented  on  this  floor. 
The  object  of  the  tax  on  salt  was  to  take  from  the  pockets 
of  tlie  poor, and  give  to  the  rich;  to  make  Uie  poo^  poorer, , 
and  the  rich  richer.  He  implored  gentlemen,  for  thej 
good  of  their  constituents,  for  the_  good  of  the  country,  | 
to  take  such  steps  as  would  put  an'  end  to  excitement,  by 
eiKieavoring  to  do  justice  to  all.  For  himself,  he  cared 
no  more  for  one  Section  of  the  country  than  for  another; 
his  object  was  to  do  justice  to  alL  The  people  were  op- 
pressed, and,  in  a  measure,  slaves;  the  Union  was  in  danger 
of  being  rent  asunder,  and  he  feared  the  day  was  not  ftr 
distant.  Heaven  avert  it!  Should  this  be  the  result, 
however,  of  the  measures  of  the  majority,  tliey  would 
not  only  have  to  answer  before  the  people,  but  before 
their  God.  He  was  determined  that  no  act  of  his  should 
bringpaboutsuchastate  of  things.  Referring  to  the  i«. 
marks  of  Mr.  MuLuiaT,  he  said  it  was  to  him  matter  of 
astonJsluBent,  how  a  high  duty  on  any  article  could  make 
the  article  cheaper;  as  well  might  it  be  said  that  a  coal 
black  piece  of  paper  was  as  white  as  snow.  It  was  a  con- 
tradiction in  terms,  &c. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  next  rose,  not,  he  said, 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  merits  of  the  proposition 
reported  by  the  Conmiittee  on  Manufactures,  but  to  beg 
of  ^ntlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  what  is  called  a  pro- 
tecting* tariff,  to  pause  before  they  proceed  too  far  with  it. 
We  of  the  South,  said  Mr.  T.,  have  been  somewhat 
amustsd  by  tlie  pr6speet  of  relief  from  the  burdens  heap- 
ed upon  us  by  the  majority  in  Congress  by  a  repeal  or 
reduction  of  the  duties,  and  the  excitement  on  that 
account  lias  always  been  repressed  by  the  hope  of  it. 
But  when  we  get  up  and  tell  Uie  House  that  we  are 
oppressed,  and  that  we  must  have  relief  from  this  oppres- 
sion, and  see  bow  our  remonstrances  are  met  by  those, 
who  are  trying  to  oppress  us  still  further,  do  gentlemen 


suppose  that  we  can  submit  to  thisjl  What  is  the  object 
of  gentlemen  P  Is  it  tlicir  intention  to  goad  us  on  to 
extremities?  Recurring  to  the  history  of  the  last  session, 
Mr.  T.  aaid  that  it  was  then  solemnly  decided,  after  de- 
bate, that  the  duty  on  salt  was  oppressive  to  the  g^eat 
body  of  the  people,  and  a  law  was  therefore  passed  to 
reduce  it.  And  what,  he  asked,  was  now  proposed? 
Afier  tliis  discussion,  aiid  the  conclusxve  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  House  that  the  ^uty  was  too  high,  and 
ought  to  be  reduced,  for  what  purpose  could  it  now  be 
proposed  to  reinstate  that  duty?  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  (for  whom  Mr.  T.  said  he 
felt  great  respect)  had  said  that  he  had  no  objection  that 
the  bill  should  lie  on  the  table,  tliat  members  might  have 
time  to  reflect  upon  the  subject,  bi  tlie  best  feelings  of 
hia  heart  towards  the  House  and  towards  that  gentleman, 
Mr.  T.  beggedoftbose  who  Ikvored  this  project  to  pause. 
For,  he  repeated — and  he  hoped  tliat  he  should  not  be 
considered  as  making  a  vain  boast  or  threat  wlien  he  said 
it — that  the  pe/>ple  could  not  submit  to  this  manner  of 
legislation.  If  it  be  persisted  in,  said*  he,  we  shall  be 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  resistance.  In  discussions  on 
this  aubject,  when  I  have  stated  the  effect  of  the  existing 
duties  upon  the  people  of  the  South,  I  have  been  told  by 
the  frieiuis  of  the  protective  system  that  I  did  not  imder- 


stand  the  subject^  that  the  experience  of  Ave  or  six  years 
would  convince  me  that  our  Eastern  brethren  were  our 
best  friends.  I  am  sure,  sir,  that  no  gentleman  in  this 
House  has  ever  resorted  to  this  argument  ,to  blind  me 
whilst  he  was  robbing  my  pockets;  but,  sir,  1  do  feel  that 
I  am  insulted  when  an  enort  is  made  to  take  from  my 
pocket  my  hard  earnings,  for  no  necessity  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  for  no  public  oenefit.  Again  I  beg  gentlemen, 
I  appeal  to  them  as  individuals  and  as  representatives  of 
the  American  people,  to  pause  before  they  go  further.  I 
repeat,  that  in  the  South  we  have  looked  to  a  deliverance 
from  the  oppression  under  which  we  labor,  and  we  have 
considered  tlie  reduction  of  the  duties  on  salt  and  some 
other  articles  as  pledges  that  we  shall  not  be  disappointed. 
A  confident  belref  that  the  duties  wpuld  be  repealed,  has 
induced  the  people  of  the  South,  alarg^  majority  of  them, 
so  far  to  submit  to  their  oppressive  operation.  Pass  this 
bill,  and  I  appreliend  they  will  no  longer  forbear  resisting. 
Mr.  T.  concluded,  by  saying  that,  if  the  friends  of  this 
bill  per8iste<l  in  bringing  it  before  the  House,  he  should 
move  toamend  it  so  as  to  propose  a  total  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  salt..  . 

Mr,  LAMAU  then  witlidrew  his  motion  to  reject  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CHILTON^renewed  it.  He  said  that,  believine^; 
with  great  deference  to  tlie  committee,  that  this  bill,  if 
passed,  would  further  oppress  the  people,  not  only  of  the 
South,  but  of  every  other  portion  oi  the  country — and 
apprehensive  -that  it  would  lead  to  an  unnecessary  and 
irritating  debate,  and,  it  might  be,  to  a  -decision  of  the 
question  by  wager  of  battle,  (judging  by  the  excitement 
of  debate  yesterday^)  to  get  rid  of  these  discussions,  he 
felt  it  to  (be  his  duty  to  move  the  previous  question. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  WILDE, 
and  ordered.  One  hundred  and  ninety-three  members 
answered  to  their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  further  proceedings  in  tlie 
call  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  McCREERY  asked  if  a  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  would  now  be  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  demand  of  Mr. 
CHILTON  for  the  previous  question;  bnt  the  House  re- 
fused to  sustain  it 

Mr.  McCREERY  stated  that  he  was  one  of  those  who 
had  opposed  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt:  but  he  saw 
no  use  in  agitating  the  question  of  restoring  the  duty  at 
this  time.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table.  [1'he  motion,  however,  was  declared  not  to 
be  in  order  under  the  pending  question.] 

[Here  the  hour  allotted  fm*  morning  business  expired.  ] 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe,  as  yesterday 
amended,  again  coming  up,  and  the  question  being  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  tiui*d  reading, 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  said  tliat,  however 
impotent  the  passage  of  the  bill  might  be,  there  was  a 
vast  mass  of  business  on  the  table,  of  much  more  import- 
ance, and  which  it  was  necessary  should  receive  the  early 
consideration  of  the  House.  In  order,  tlierefore,  if  possi- 
ble, to  bring  the  discussion  to  a  clo^e,  he  demanded  the 
previous  question.  The  demand  was  sustained  by  the 
House — 83  to  40. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  inquired  whether  the  preamble 
introduced  by  Mr.  Hemphill  constituted  any  part  of 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape. ; 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  finally  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  m  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows: 

•  YEAS. — Messrs.    Arnold,   Bailey,   John   S.   Barbour, 
Bartley,  Bates,  Beekman,  BeU,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bur- 
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g-es,  Cambrelen^,  Campbell,  Carson,  Childs,  Coleman, 
Condict,  Conner,  Coulter,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Croche- 
ton,  CrowninshiclH,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Deberpy, 
Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  D wight, 
Eager,  Earll,  G.  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edvard  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Finch,  Forward,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Gur- 
ley,  Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hodges,  Holland,  Howard,  Hughes, 
IngersoU,  Thomas  Irwin,  William  W.  Irvin,  Jarvis,  Johns, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Lent,  Mallary, 
Martindale,  Martin,  McCreery  McDuffie,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Mitchell,  Monell,  Nbi-ton,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  Patton, 
Pearce,  Pettis,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rich- 
ardson, Rose,  Russel,  Scott,  William  B*  Shepard,  Shields, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spencer,  Sprigg,  Sterigcre, 
Stephens,  H.  R.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Talfaferro, 
Taylor,  Test,  Tracy,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Washington, 
Wayne,  C.  P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wilde,  wSsoti, 
Wingate,  Young, — 105. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Ang^l,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Noycs  Bl^rber,  Barnwell, 
Barrtnger,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Cahoon,  Chandler,  Chilton^  Clai- 
borne, Clay,  Clark,  Coke,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Daniel,  W.  R.  Ravis,  Desha,  Dorsey,  Draper, 
Drayton,  Ellsworth,  Findlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither, 
Hall,  Halsey,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Haynes,  Hoffman,  Hub- 
bard, Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Cave 'Johnson,  Kincaid, 
p.  King,  Adam  Kiitgj  Lamar,  l^ea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte, 
Letcher,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee,  Thomas 
Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Mclntire,  Muhlenberg, 
Pierson,  Polk,  Potter,  Roane,  Sanford,  A.  IL  Shepperd, 
Speight,  Stanbery,  Standefer,  Wm.  L.  Stones,  Swann, 
Swifr,  Wiley  Thompson,  J.  Thomson,  Trezvant,  Tucker, 
Vance,  Vinton,  Weeks,  Whittfesey,  Williams,  Yincey. 
—92. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
day. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  gave  notice  that  he  wotdd,  on  Monday 
next,  call  up  the  bill  regulating  the  compensation  of 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  together  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  him  on  the  31st  ultimo. 

MINISTER  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1831 — the 
question  being  on  striking  from  the  bill  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  an  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  minister  to 
Russia. 

Mr.  CHILTON  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  declined 
addressing  the  House. 

Mr.  POLK  demanded  the  previotts  question,  but  the 
demand  was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  BURGES  then  again  rose.  Permit  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  said  he,  to  justify  myself,  under  all  which  has 
been  said,  both  against  me,  and  against  whatever  lias 
been  advanced  by  me  in  support  of  the  motion  matJe  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  With  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  it  m.^y  be  well  to  look  back  to  the  que^ion  made 
by  this  motion;  for  gentlemen,  in  their  zeal  to  eulogize 
the  minister,  or  to  abuse  (hose  who  duuUt  the  corrtdness 
of  his  appointment,  have  departed  almost  entirely  from 
the  matter  in  issue  before  us. 

The  objection  to  this  approprilnt'on,  and  the  motion  to 
strike  it  from  this  bill,  have  been  made,  because  it  is  pro- 
posed for  payment  of  a  salary  to  a  foreign  minister,  who, 
by  his  commission  of  legation,  or  by  certain  secret  articles 
given  to  him,  is  authorized  to  IcaVe  the  court  to  which  he 
is  sent,  to  go  to  any  other  cotmtry,- whenever,  in  his  own 
opinion,  his  health  may  require  it;  and  not  to  return  to 
t1\at  court  so  long  as,  uccoixling  to  the  same  opinion,  it 
may  be  injurious  to  h.s  health  to  do  so.  Wc  cfcny  such 
mission  to  be  a  l«'g«l  one;  we  deny  that  the  salar>'  pro- 
vided by  law  fdr  foreign  ministers,  is,  or  ever  can  be,  due 


to  any  man  sent  abroad  under  such  credentials,  with  sudi 
privileges  reserved,  and  such  powers  granted  to  him,  not 
to  the  public,  but  to  his  own  iiSe.  The-objection  to  this 
appropriation  has,  therefore,  not  been  made  because  the 
gventlemcn  was,  when  sent  abroad,  and  had  long  been,  a 
valetudinarian;  or  because,  if  then  in  health,  that  health, 
exhausted  by  the  toils  of  diplomacy,  might  require  re* 
freshment  by  relaxation  and  relief  from  public  service. 
No,  sir;  nor  because  that  refreshment  might  not  be  found 
unless  under  a  milder  sky,  and  by  removing  to  a  more 
genial  climate  than  that  of  Russia.  Such  things  may  ex- 
cite, as  they  certainly  have  excited,,  the  special  wonder  of 
the  nation;  and  they  are,  and  will  be,  veiy  proper  topics 
of  debate,  wlien  considering  the  "  State  purposes*'  of  this 
mission;  but  they  have  not  been,  nor  wtil  they  be,  made 
the  grounds  of  objection  to  the  appropriation  of  this  item 
in  the  bill. 

W€  object  to  this  salary  on  account  of  the  illegality  of 
(his  mission,  and  because  the  Secretary  of  State,  knowing 
the  enfeebled  health  of  Mr.  Randolph— knowing  his  in- 
ability to  attend  to  the  laborious  details  of  that  public  ser- 
vice— knowing  that  his  constitution  could   not   endnre 
either  the  winter  or  summer  climate  of  Russia,  did  invent 
this  mission,  and  did  advise  the  President  to  send  out  th's 
gentleman  with  credentials  as  envoy-  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emjicror  of  Russia^  and  at 
the  saroe-time'to  give  him  a  commission,  nomatter  fiyrwiiat 
cause,  to  reside,  as  such  minister,  in  whatever  country  he 
might  choose  to  reside.    Such  a  mission  cannot  be  formed 
—such  a  minister  cannot  be  sent  abroad,  cither  undcKwr 
laws  or  our  constitution,  or  under  the  usages  and  laws  of 
nations.     I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House,  theieforc,  to 
the  inquiry,  whether  this  salary  can  be  due  for  an  illegal 
and  void  mission }    wliether  it  can  be  due  as  a  quanium 
meruit^  or  as  a-  pro  rata  compensation  for  the  services 
which  were  rendered  at  the  court  4>f  Russia^  or,  last  of 
all,  whether  it  can  be  due,  because  this  mission  may  iub- 
serve  certain  purposes,  highly  useitH  to  the  Sccrctar>"  of 
State?    Before  these  inquiries  can,  to  the  best  purpose, 
be  made,  it  is  proper  to  give  some  reply  to  what  has  been 
offered  by  several  gentlemen  against  this  motion.    Thcie 
gentlemen  have  said  less  to  support  tliis  appropriation, 
than  to  impugn  the  motives  of  thoee  who  oppose  it.  >Vith 
ray  motives  the  gentlemen  arc  welcome  to  amuse  them- 
selves.    The  storm  of  their  abuse  passed  over  roc  as  the 
winter  storms  of  my  native  New  England  have  often  pass- 
ed over  the'  humble  dwelling  of  my  boyhood,  without 
shaking  a  stone  from  the  chimney,  or  starting  a  shingle  on 
the  roof.     I  have  too  much  respect  for  myself  to  beleve 
that  they  have  abused  me  from  the  wantonness  of  mal'cc, 
but  do  believe  it  was  done  simply  because  they  could  find 
nothing  to  say  more  appropriate  to  tiie  question. 

This  motion  has  been  made  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
nation  against  the  eticroachments  of  power.  Those  »Ih' 
resist  such  encroachments  and  assaults  of  power,  must  al- 
wa)'8  expect  to  encouiiter  vociferous,  if  not  infunstcd, 
adversaries,  I  have  not  entered  thia  warfare  without 
•*  counting  the  cost."  A  school  of  high  autlaoritv  taught  nie 
that,  in  a  war  of  aggression,  ••  He  who  takes  the  sword 
shall  perish  by  the  sword"— but  in*  a  wrar  of  defence  **ltt 
him  who  has  no  sword  sell  his  coat  and  bu>'  one.*'  ^ 

How,  then,  has  our  defence  been  met  and  answered 
How  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia?  [Mr.  BAaaouxj 
First  of  all,  I  am  accused  of  objecting  to  this  appropm- 
tion,  because  it  is  for  the  use  of  a  Virginian.  In  this  tl'.i 
gentleman  is  utterly  mistaken.  I  inronaed  him  of  thi^ 
error  in  a  few  moments  after  he  had  taken  his  scat.  He 
has,  notwithstanding,  chosen  to  put  this  error  in  print- 
Suffer  me,  sir,  in  my  place,  and  before  tliis  Uou^e,  to 
protest  against  this  procedure.  The  gentlemen  who  heard 
me  then,  and  who  do  me  the-  honor  to  hear  me  now.  ^ 
call  to  witness  that  I  said  no  such  thing;  and  1  should  have 
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nothing'  to  regret,  could  mj  protestation  be  made  the 
printed  companion  of  the  gentleitian's  allegation  against 
met  tnd  travel  side  by  side  with  it  under  the  eye  of  the 
nation.  This,  I  know,  cannot  be  done;  and  I  must  suffer 
tiie  imputation  wherever  his  speech  is  read,  without  my 
correction  of  its  errors.  Be  it  so:  but  I  believe  there  is 
too  much  good  sense,  and  too  much  moral  sentiment,  in 
Virginia,  to  set  down  one  of  their  fellow-men  as  quite  so 
stupid,  or  quite  so  malevolent. 

The  gentleman  alleges  thftt  I  considered  this  mission  as 
%  bribe  offered  to  Virginia.     This  might  have  been  said 
by  me,  because  I  believed  it  to  be  true.     If  said,  was  it 
said,  or  could  it  be  intended,  in  derogation  of  Virginia^ 
Is  Virginia  dislionored  by  this  attempt  of  the  wily  Secre- 
tary?   I  did  not,  and  no  man  will  intimate  that  Virginia 
had  even  looked  with  a  fiivorable  eye  on  this  bribe,  this 
splendid  bestowment.     Not  those  who  hear,  but  those 
who  listen  to  the  song  of  the  siren,  and  are  allured  by 
the  enchantment,   become  debased  by  the  temptation. 
Sir,  temptations  are  spread  over  the  whole  path  of  our 
lives,  fi*om  the  cradle  to  the  grave.     The  enticements  of 
pleasure  beset  our  youth;  the  toils  of  ambition  are  spread 
for  our  vigorous  manhood;  and  in  old  age,  the  honest 
amor  habendi^  when  all  other  loveaare  frozen  in  the  heart, 
allures  the  dim  eye  to  |paze  at,  and  the  surd  ear  to  listen 
to,  the  glittering  beauties  and  golden  ntelodies  of  avarice. 
Are  we  dishonored,  because,  in  the  language  of  Sir  Wm. 
Jones,  **  vice  is  permitted  to  spread  her  snares  around  us, 
that  the  triumph  of  virtue  may  be  mqre  conspicuous?" 
The  ermine  of  the  judge  is  not  tarnished  because  some 
unpnncipled  litigant  has  crafUly  proffered  a  bribe  to  the 
court.     The  name  of  the  insultea  Lucretia*has  arrived  to 
us  after  a  journey  of  more  than  two  thousand  years.    Is  it 
soiled  by  time,  or  by  the  breath  of  any  one  of  the  millions 
of  millions  who  have  pronounced  it?    That  name,  sir,  like 
the  Alps  of  Iter  own  Italy,  whose  tops  nearest  to  heaven 
arc  covered  with  eternal  snow,  is  the  monument  of  impe* 
rlshable  purity-— -while  the  name  of  the  treacherous  and 
cowardly  Tarquin,  scarred  with  infamy,  will  be,  as  it  has 
been  throughout  sdl  time,  the  name  of  whatever  is  most 
yAit  and  <xlious.     Sir,  Virginia  is  not  dishonored;  the 
tempter,  and  not  the  tempted,  will  suiTer  the  infkmy  of 
the  deed. 

The  gentleman  from  Vii^^ia  [Mr.  Babioub]  would 
oyerthrowr  our  objections  to  this  appropriation,  by  eulo- 
;^iz:ng-  the  man  sent  on  the  mission.  He  alludes  to  the 
monuments  of  Mr.  Randolph's  fame;  and,  lest  mea  might 
call  on  liim  to  show  where  they  are,  he  has  placed  tliem 
m  the  hearts  of  his  couutr)'men,  where  nobemgbut  *'the 
searcher  of  hearts*'  could  discover  their  existence.  What 
in  V.c.*t:ons  has  \nrginia  given  that  those  monuments  are 
v.iicre  the  gentleman  has  located  them?  lie  has  long  been 
a  representative  in  Congress  from  that  State.  This  is 
!>omething'  in  his  favor;  but,  from  a  State  jo  long  separated 
into  districts,  it  is  not  conclusive.  It  is  confined  to  his 
L-un^tituents,  and  only  proves  what  the  g^ndeman  himself 
has  often  asserted  on  this  floor,  *«that  never  had  man  such 
ronslituents.*'  He  represented  the  whole  State  in  the 
■ieiiale— true;  but  this  was  for  the  fragment  only  of  a 
crm.  Why  was  he  not  re-appointed?  The  interests,  the 
ionor,  and  high  dignity  of  Virginia  had  been  placed  un- 
ier  his  gMarcUanship.  How  did  he  perform  the  offices 
created  by  these  trusts?  His  qonduct  aa a  Senator  from 
-'.r^-inia  was  brought  before  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
\r\  a  question  concerning  his  re-appointment.  In  this 
ireat  Areopagus,  than  which  none  is  more  dignified,  eacJi 
*4(^e,  if  he  had  a  monument  of  this  man  in  his  heart  or 
i.9  hotise,  read  the  inscription  upon  it.  On  what  was  he 
■icd  ^  Kot  on  his  political  creed — lie  did  not  suffer,  as 
»c  bc'srt  of  men  have,  for- heresy.  His  faith  \vx^  forevej-y 
tir{>o>:e  beneficial  to  himself,  soimd;  his  works  alone 
cro  brought  into  qtiestion.  On  this  que&tion  a  deep  and 
t f :  c s t  i  n g  debate  arose.  The  gentleman  may  have  been 
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present  and  heard  it;  or  if  not,  as  it  was  published,  he 
must  have  read  it.  It  belonged  to  Virginia,  and  was  a 
part  of  her  great  commonwealth  concern:  nor  woiiW  I 
have  brought  this  wholesome  example  of  family  discipline 
before  the  nation,  bad  not  the  eulogist  of  this  froward  son 
of  Virginia  told  us  that  the  monuments  of  his  exploits 
were  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.  Does  this  debate, 
or  the  result  of  it,  confirm  the  gentleman'^  assertion?  He 
was  weighed,  and  ^^rnene  mene  tekel  ttpftarsin**  was  writ* 
ten  on  all  his  monuments.  He  was  rejected,  and  a  distin- 
guished Virgfinian  was  chosen  to  represent  tiiat  State  in 
the  Senate,  and  restore  her  ancient  honor  and  dignity  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation. 

I  ask  again,  where  are  the  monuments  of  this  man's 
glory?  Has  he  improved  his  native  State  in  the  great  arts 
of  civil  life?  In  agriculture,  his  own  peculiar  vocation? 
It  has  never  been  said  of  him.  Have  manufactures  been 
fosterediiy  his  encouragement?  Sir,  the  very  name  is 
odious  to  him.  The  sheep,  the  most  innocent  of  all  ani- 
Rials,  and  supplyir^  by  its  wool  the  material  for  perhups 
our  most  useful  manufacture — the  sheep  is  so  hateful  to 
him,  that,  with  all  the  poetry  of  the  golden  age  in  his 
blood,  this  gentleman  has  said,  **I  would  go  twenty  rods 
out  of  my  way  to  kick  a  sheep."  Commerce  has  been  as 
little  encouraged  by  him  as  either  of  her  sister  arts  in  our 
family  of  national  industry.  He  is  one  of  a  class  of  men, 
now  grown  quite  small  in  our  coimtry,  who  despise  traffic 
and  traders;  and  would  have  considered  Oosmo  de  Medicis, 
the  princely  merchant  and  founder  of  Florence,  as  no 
better  than  a  tin  pedlar.  He  is  literar}',  m<H^,  I  ti^st 
pious;  but  what  has  he  done  to  advance  learning,  morality, 
or  religion  ?  In  this  House,  where  he  so  long  had  a  seat, 
where  are  the  fruits  of  his  sage  councils;  the  laws  origin- 
ated or  sustained  by  his  eloquence;  aiKl  which  will  curry 
his  name  to  posterity,  as  a  patriot  statesman?  When 
tlie  gentleman  shall  point  to  these  monuments,  and  show 
them  to  belong  to  Mr.  Randolph,  he  may  realize  a  fame 
somewhat  less  fugitive  and  perishable  than  mere  words. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  BAasovn]  would 
carry  my  opposition  to  this  salary  to  mere  political  ac- 
count; and  says  I  am  op]>osed  to  it  because  Mr.  Randolph 
overthrew  the  fabric  of  federal  power.  Be  it  so;  let  the 
man  enjoy  the  entire  fame  of  all  the  benefit,  and  all  the 
mischief  he  has  done.  I  had  no  share  in  that  power, 
which  ever}-  citizen  did  not  equally  enjoy.  It  gave  me 
no  honor,  ho  emolument.  I  do  not  believe,  and  I  think 
thousands  who  aided  in  its  overthrow  do  not  now  be* 
lieve,  that  any  structure,  since  that  time  erected  on  its 
ruins,  lias  given  a  holier  sanctuary  to  the  constitution,  or 
a  more  secure  shelter  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people.  If  this  giant  partisan  did  overthrow  tl>at  fabrc, 
he  could  not  bury  under  its  ruiiw  the  great  principles  of 
the  revolution — "Uiii^  and  independence,'*  the  song  of 
my  cradle,  the  political  creed  of  every  hour  of  my  life, 
and  not  sooner  to  be  forgotten  than  the  sainted  bosom 
which  nourished  my  infancy.  What  did  this  man  build, 
wliat  could  he  build,  in  its  place?  Sir,  when  daylight 
first  dJLwned  on  the  world  aflerihis  event,  John  Randolph 
sat,  in  the  glimpses  of  momiAg,  like  the  genius  of  the 
earthquake  amidst  the  ruins  of  some  splenwd  city,  with- 
out the^ower  or  the  will  to  'move  a  single  stone^  to  rear 
a  new  edifice.  Nay,  sir^  Wlien  the  statesmen  of  those 
times,  forgetting  the  storm  of  party,  set  theniselves  in 
earnest  to  rebuilding,  this  man  of  monuments  resisted  their 
labors.  Little  does  the  genUeiQan  know  me,  if  he  be- 
lieves I  feel  anger  at  the  labors,  or  envy  at  the  fame,  of  the 
man  whom  he  has  eulogized.  He  will  be  remembered, 
when  much  better  Virginians,  and  perhaps  the  gentleman 
himself,  may  be  forgotten;  but  he  will  be  remembered  as 
the  years  of  mildew,  and  blight,  and  famine  are  remem- 
bered, when  those  of  plenty  and  prosperity  are  forgotten, 
lie  may  live  in  stor}%  but  not,  like  Washington,  "in  the 
hearts  of  his  countiTmen.**  . 
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I  should  have  said  no  more  of  the  secretary  of  le|^- 
tion,  had  not  the  gentleman  transmuted  his  confirmation 
by  the  Senate,  into  the  Roman  ceremonial  of  bestowing 
tiie  toga  virilii,  I'his  toga,  this  gown,  was,  in  the  open 
forum,  g^Tcn  annually  by  all  the  Romans  to  all  their  boys 
who  had,  during  the  year,  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  By  this  classical  allusion,  I  presume  tiie  gentle- 
man intends  to  assure  us  that  Mr.  Randolph's  secretary 
of  lention  bos  fully  arrived  at  that  interesting  period  of 
his  \\Si.  I  had  asserted  that  he  was  twenty-one;  but  I  wil- 
linf^ly  admit  the  gentleman's  correction. 

The  other  gentleman  from  Virginia  [>tr.  Cokb]  has 
reinforced  his  colleague.  Will  these  gentlemen  never 
have  done  with  misstating  me?  Havel  reproached  Vir- 
ginia? Never,  sir,  never.  When  speaking  of  any  one  of 
her  citizens  here,  I  have  spoken  of  him  as  an  American 
citizen.  When  speaking  of  that  State,  I  have,  on  tliis 
floor,  and  elsewhere,  spoken  of  her  as  one  which  poured 
her  whole  Spartan  soul  into  the  revolution,  which  sent  to 
the  field  of  conflict  a  band  of  patriot  warriors,  *<  who  have 
filled  the  world  with  their  and  our  glory;"  and  which,  to 
g2cure  the  benefits,  in  addition  to  the  triumphs  of  victory, 
relinquished  her  territorial  claims  to  an- empire,  prefer* 
ring,  to  State  sectional  interest*  the  more  glorious  objects 
of  union  and  independence.  I  reproach  Vir^nia!  Is  it 
not  the  birthplace^  is  it  not  .the  burial  place,  of  Washing- 
ton^ Sir,  woo  can  reproach  tliat  most  fortunate,  most 
consecrated  region;  or  even  suppose  the  enormity  possi- 
ble, "and  hope  to  be  fijrg^ven!**^ 

I  have,  as  the  gentleman  says,  abused  the  Preadent, 
and  his  l^Iachiavelian  policy.  X  have  spoken  of  the  Presi- 
dent as  of  the  first  dignitary  of  the  nation,  and  in  no  terms 
of  disrespect.  I  have  alleged  that,  like  monarchs  in  the 
old  worlds  he  has  been  advised  by  ministers;  and,  under 
that  advisement,  Ims  permitted  those  ministers  to  furnish, 
in  his  name,  his  annual  message  to  Congress.  Will  tlie 
gentleman  pledge  his  literary  reputation  upon  a  denial 
of  this  allegation  ?  I  have  said  the  President  has  been  mis- 
counselled;  has  suffered  his  confidence  to  be  abused  by 
an  artful  miiuater;  and  that,  too,  in  this  very  appointment. 
I  put  it  to  the  gentleman,  upon  his  conscience,  to  say 
whetlier  he  believes  this  question  could  have  come  up, 
in  this  House,  if  Mr.  Tazewell  had  been  Secretary  of 
State. 

Of  the  Secretaiy  of  State  I  have  spoken,  tod  will  speak, 
as  I  believe  he  merits.  He  is  a  power  constitutionally 
connected  with  the  Executive;  but  now,  like  the  parasite 
plant  under  shelter  of  the  oak^  it  has  jcrept,  and  cUsped, 
and  wound  itself  around  the  trunk,  spire  above  spire, 
until  it  overtops  the  loftiest  branch  of  the  magnificent 
tCL't,  The  leaves  of  tlic  ivy  will  soon  concesd  those  of 
the  oak;  and,  unless  the  insidious  plant  be  removed,  ren- 
der it  a  sapless  trunk. 

The  gentleman  recommends  to  us  charity,  christian 
charity.  Where  does  he  learn  tb&t  the  delinquencies  of 
rulers  )U'e  to  be  visited  only  in  chanty?  While  the  mes- 
senger of  divine  charity. wept  oyer  thp  coming  ruin  of 
his  nation,  did  he  not  severely  rebuke  tl^ofe  rulers,  that 
generation  of  vipers,  stinging  and  poisoning  thai  ^tion, 
and  hastening  on  that  destruction } 

Sir,  we  are  charitable.  The  people  hftve  looked  on  in 
cliarity.  Charity  has  done  her  utmost.  Her  "mantle 
has  covered  a  multitude  of  sinsi^  but  the  brood  has  mul- 
t  plied,  and  increased  in  size,  and  outgrown  the  covering, 

This  geutleman  unites  with  hit  cqjlea^e  in  culogizinjg^ 
Vir^nia.  It  is  all  supererogation.  History  has  done  it 
justice.  The  lofty-minded  matron,  we  knew,  thought 
weU  of  herself;  but  no  one  deemed  her  quite  so  proud  as 
the  gentleman  has  announced  her  to  us.  In  wielding  the 
broom,  or  scoltUng  her  household,  i^e  may  well  scorn 
Neptune's  trident,  and  Jove's  power  to  thunder,  as  the 
gentleman  says  sfa^  does;  and  some  of  her  children  have 
givPii  us  fair  p.ampU-s  of  the  flvmlly  lectures* 


The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Wathi]  has  come 
forward  to  suppoK  this  "State  mission."  To  support, 
do  I  say?  His  effort  seems  rather  suited  to  rebuke  me, 
and  those  engaged  with  me  in  support  of  this  motion, 
into  utter  vlence.  Nor  would  he  nlence  us  only,  but 
stop  the  public  press.  Silence  this  House!  siience  tlie 
public  press!  wluit  more  can  be  required  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  despotism  over  national  opinion! 

I'he  gentleman  has  advanced  an  argument  on  the  ques- 
tion^     It  is  drawn  fh>m  analogy.     He  will  permit  me  to 
say  that  such  arg^uroents  are,  of  all  others,  the  least  con- 
clusive.    Founded  on  the  resemblance  of  things,  they 
liave  all  the  uncertainty  of  their  foundation.    He  vho 
should  affirm  that  all  human  forms  are  alike,  would  af* 
firm  the  truths  but  what  conclusion  could  be  drawn  from 
it?    For  he  who  should  affirm  that  all  human  forms  are 
different,  would  equally  afiirm  the  truth.    The  ^iitleman 
affirms  that  we  ought  to  make  this  appropriation  to  pay 
this  salary,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Randolph,  by  permission 
of  the  Executive,  lef^  the  court  of  Bussia  a  few  days  after 
his  arrival  there,  and  has  not  returned,  or  may  aot  return, 
to  that  court  a^pain.     He  alleges  this,  because  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  are  paid,  notwithstanding  they  may  be 
taken  sick,  either  on  their  journey  liither,  or  while  here, 
or  on  their  return  home.     It  is  true;  but  the  analogy  be- 
tween the  cases  extends  no  furtlier.     Suppose  a  case  jutf 
like  Mr.  Kandolph's;  suppose  a  member  of  this  House  ar- 
rive here,  ia  here  ti^en  sick,  and,  on  leave  of  absence, 
departs  from  this  city  for  Charleston,  Savannah,  or  ?^ev 
Orleans,  to  regain  his  health,  and  does  not  return  during 
the  session;  would  he  receive  his  pay  ?    Could  he  receive 
it?    I  regret  tlie  gentleman  thou^t  it  proper  to  say  that 
we,  in  support  ^  the -motion,  had  used  ftlsehood;  "a 
thing  equally  dishonorable  in  argument,  with  the  use  of 
emp(»aoned  weapons  in  war."    I  regret  this,  because  1 
had  expected  from  him  nothing  but  what  was  fair  in  de- 
bate; and  pure,  classical,  and  urbane  in  language.    This 
expectation  had  been  sustained  by  my  own  attention  to 
the  gentleman's  demeanor  in  this  House;  but  it  had  been 
raised  by  the  report  of  him,  made  to  me  by  one  in  the  re- 
Jations  of  friendship  to  him,  and  than  whom  no  man  on 
earth  is  dearer  to  me.     WiU  the  gentleman  do  himself  the 
justice  to  mark  and  point  out  the  items  of  falsehood  set 
down  and  used  by  us  in  our  account  of  objections  to  this 
appropriation? 

All  these  gentlemen  agree  in  the  argument  against  tmt 
motion,  drawn  from  the  incompetency  of  this  House  to 
question  this  appropriation.  The  Prendent  and  Senate, 
to  whom  the  constitution  has  confided  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, have,  they  tell  us,  established  this  legation;  and  this 
House  cannot,  as  they  affirm^  refuse  this  appropiiation  m 
support  of  it*  Are  we  placed  by  the  people  as  the  con- 
stitutional keepers  of  the  public  treasure,  and  yet  bound 
to  follow  every  Executive  call  for  their  money?  1*  'j 
our  whole  fiscal  duty  to  obey  orders,  and  grant  subsidies. 
Does  not  deUberation,  and  debate,  and  discretion,  belong 
to  this  Housed  We  can  grant,  and  every  power  vhich 
can  grant  is,  by  its  very  nature,  endowed  with  the  pov^t 
of  refusal.  Sir,  our  pow^  to  refuse  appropriations  » 
the  constitutional  check  placed  in  our  bands  not  to 
stop,  but  to  regulate,  the  movements  of  the  Executire. 
Without  this  power,  and  its  discreet  and  diligent  use,  the 
nation  would  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  President  and  cab:- 
net  council. 

Sir,  this  tnijision  may  be  re^farded  as  tliecomtrtencemcnj 
of  a  system  of  sinecure  appouitments,  of  sahuries  w'"'°r 
services.  Sent  to  one  court,  where  he  did  noUiing}  aiw> 
in  the  exercise  of  his  powers,  gone  to  another,  where  he 
can  do  nothing,  what  service  is  required,  or  was,  or  couW 
be,  expected  from  him?  When  he  shall  return  next  June, 
vvliiit  will  heluive  done?  His  most  zealous  friends  ma^ 
say,  nothing.  If,  then,  he  receive  this  salary,  be  *•«" 
receive  H  without  senricf  of  anv  kind  rendcicd  to  thf 
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nation  for  it.     The  Secrctarrdoes  arov^  in  the  mean^' 
that  the  **  power  to  leave  the  Bluiaian  court  for  (he  ad* 
▼antage  of  a  more  f^niiJ  cUtnate,  waa  giyen  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolphi  in  conaideration  of  the  extent  to  which  his  constitu- 
tion had  beien  impaired  in  the  ptibUe  aerrice^"    What 
were  thoae  lerviccs?    The  duties  of  a  member  of  thtB 
House  or  of  the  Senate,  and  for  which  he  received  his 
legal  compenaation,  like  evory  other  member.     Waa  ^'his 
constitution  impaired"  by  these  services?    Were  not  the 
constitutions  of  others  impaired^  and  even  their  lives  con- 
stimed,  in  like  services  f    Is  this  gentleman  alone  selected 
for  a  place  where  he  may,  '*in  consideration  of  the  extent 
to  which  his  constitution  has  been  impaired  by  those  ser- 
vices," receive  in  one  year  the  sum  of  $18,000?    lliis, 
sir,  is  the  first  pennon  for  civil  service  on  our  records. 
How  many  hearts  of  revolutionary  soldiers  would  this 
hare  made  glad?    Into  how  many  abodes  of  desolation 
and  widowhood  it  might  have  carried  the  light  of  joy,  and 
brought  on  you  the  blesnngs  of  how  many  now  ready  to 
perish  ?     Such  a  system  of  sinecure  appointment  and  civil 
pensionagc  may  be  extended  alike  to  the  courts  of  all 
civilized  nations,  and  to  the  hordes  of  Nomade  barbarians, 
requiring  no  residence,  either  near  the  palaces  or  tents 
of  the  foreign  Power;  the  formality  of  a  visit  and  a  pre- 
sentation majr  soon  be  omitted,  and  the  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  will,  ''in  consideration 
of  hia  public  services,"    be  permitted  to  receive    his 
outfit  and  salary,  while  he.  continues  to  reside  on  his 
plantation. 

What  a  scheme  of  speculation  does  Uiis  system  open  to 
the  cral\y  and  unprincipled,  to  men  always  at  market 
either  to  sell  themselves  or  to  buy  others!     By  this,  un- 
stable politicians  of  every  variety  of  creed  may  be  kept  to 
the  true  Suth.     Bv  this,  tempest-beaten  partisans,  u\ip- 
wrecked  in  principle  and  fortune,  may  be  towed  into  port, 
and  laid  up  and  preserved  for  future  use.     Establish  this 
system,  air,  and  add  to  it  a  Government  treasury  bank, 
and   the  Secretary  might  buy  into  the  Presidency,  with 
your  own  moneyi  nor,  like  that  Roman  who  bought  the 
imperial  purple  at  auction*  be  obliged  to  lay  down  his 
own   gold  and  silver  for  the  purchase.     Sliall  we,  sir, 
through  any  fear  of  transcending  our  jurisdiction,  g^ve 
our  sanction  to  such  a  S)rstem?    A  bolder  stand  than  is 
now  required  was  taken  sixteen  years  ago,  on  this  floor, 
by  an  honorable  member,  now  higli  in  office,  and  pre- 
siding^ over  the  deliberations  of  the  other  House  of  Con- 
gress.     **I  will,"  said  he,  '*  vote  no  appropriation  for  the 
navy  until  the  Secretary  of  that  department  is  removed." 
What  was  the  result?    The  Secretary  was  removed^  and 
the  naval  branch  of  the  service  did jreoeive,  as  it  always 
has  received,  his  cordial  and  efficient  support     In  179i, 
when  the  appropriation  was  under  consideration  for  car- 
rj'inf^  into  enect  the  second  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  Mr. 
Gallatin  declared,  in  this  House,  that  a  treaty  had  no 
binding  force  as  a  law  of  the  land  until  such  appropria- 
tiona  were  made.;  and  that  this  House,  holding  tlie  power 
to   control  such  appropriations,  held  the    constitutional 
power  of  rejecting  treaties.     Mr.  Madison  contended  that 
thia  House  had  the  right  to  judge  concerning  the  expe- 
diency of  treaties^  and,  as  they  might  decide  that  question, 
to  grant  or  refuse  appropriations  for  carrvine  them  into 
eflTect.     This  case  does  not  require  the  aid  of  these  doc- 
trinea^  for  public  faith  will  not  be  touched  in  our  forei,(pi 
relations,  if  Vkr.  Randolph  should  not  receive  a  salary  for 
residing*  in  England  as  minister  at  Russia.  Has  the  gentle- 
man  from  Virginia  [Mr.  J.  S.  BabsocbI  forgotten  that 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill 
appropriating  salaries  for  the  Tanaroa  misnon  was  sustain- 
ed by  sixty-one  members  of  this  House,  and  that  he  him- 
self,   with  nine  of  his  colleagues,  voted  for  it?    Will 
gentlemen  still  contend  for  their  own  incompetency  to 
question  this  appropriation?    Sir,  we  are,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, vested  with  a  high  competency  and  discretion  dn 


these  impOftvit  matters;  and  to  these  constitutional  attri- 
bntes  of  this  House  has  this  motion  been  addressed. 

It  is  humiliating,  said  Mr,  B.,  but  I  must  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CAMsnsLxirG.]  For  my- 
selfl  would  let  him  pass.  It  is  a  kind  of  Domitian  amusement, 
this  killing  flier  with  a  bodkin.  Gladly  would  I  say,  with 
the  commiseration  of  Uncle  Toby,  to  the  little  buzzing 
inconvenience,  (when  I  have  him  in  my  hand,)  **  Go,  poor 
insect,  go|  the  world  is  surely  wide  enough  for  thee 
and  me." 

I  have  some  apology  for  giving  some  attention  to  the 
speech  of  the  grentleman  from  New  York.  The  place, 
however  it  may  be  filled,  does  g^ve  a  kind  of  character  to 
what  is  said  or  done  in  it.  No  matter  how  utterly  incon- 
siderable, or  even  contemptible,  a  person  may  be,  when- 
ever a  constitutional  portion  of  the  people  has  placed  him 
at  one  of  these  desks,  replying  to  what  he  majr  have  said, 
though  it  may  not  be  very  creditable,  yet  must  be  ex- 
cusable, hi  any  member  of  this  Hooie.  The  Romans  were 
wont  to  place  a  wooden  image  in  their  gardens,  as  the 
special  protector  of  the  place;  and  Horace  has  related  to 
us  the  soliloquy  of  one  of  these  Roman  deities,  wherein 
he  gives  some  account  of  his  own  apotheosis:  « I  was," 
said  the  Priapus,  **  a  useless  log,  until  the  carpenter  took 
me  in  hand:  but  he  has  now  worked  me  up  into  a  g^!'* 
The  people  ti  New  York  can  surely  turn  out  as  good 
work  as  the  Roman  carpenter. 

We  are  by  this  learned  and  honorable  gentleman  re- 
proached for  a  want  of  magnanimity  i  and  are  told  that  no 
objection,  for  any  such  cause,  was  made  by  him  and  his 
party  to  any  appropriation.  The  true  diflTerence  between 
nis  and  our  efforts  will  be  found  in  this:  we  labor  to  save 
money  from  illegal  and  useless  appropriation;  he  labored 
to  abuse  those  who  had,  in  pursuance  of  legal  and  useful 
appropriation,  honestly  paid  it  away. 

What  were  the  doin^  of  this  magnanimous  gentleman 
in  a  committee  of  which  he  was  a  remarkable  member? 
Here  is  the  record-book  of  that  committee.  I  have  select- 
ed, as  an  ordinary  sample  of  this  gentleman's  labors  of 
retrenchment,  four  cases,  and  will  trouble  the  House  with 
a  few  qucftations,  and  a  few  remarks  upon  them. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1828,  the  committee  being  in 
seasion-— 

«<  The  chairman  then  stated  to  the  committee,  that  he 
felt  it  his  duly  to  mention  that  a  citizen,  now  a  rendent  of 
this  District,  had  inq^tiired  of  him  whether,  in  any  of  the 
accoclnts  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Government, 
the  United  States  were  debited  with  the  sum  of  Ave  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  paid  to  the  late  Daniel  P.  Cook, 
late  representative  In  Congress  from  tlic  State  of  Illinois, 
for  certain  diplomatic  aervioes,  upon  which  Mr.  Cook 
was  suppoMd  to  have  been  sent  abroad  during  the  last 
summer." 

"  The  chairman  stated  that  ,he  did  not  feci  at  liberty  to 
communicate  the  name  of  his  informant,  but  in  regard  to 
the  purport  of  the  communication  he  fek  no  such  reserve; 
and  it  was  for  the  committee  tp  make  such  order  on  the 
statement  as  they  might  deem  proper. 

*'  It  was,  on  modon  of  Mr.  CAXsaxixiro, 

**  Meaobedt  That  the  committee  consider  the  communi- 
cation." 

Sir,  this  committee,  under  this  resolution,  sent  for 
witnesses:  honorable  members  of  both  Houses,  and  the 
Postmaster  General,  were  called  before  them.  Why  not 
call  for  the  man  himself,  for  Daniel  P.  Cook,  against 
whom  this  anonymous  information  had  been  made  r  He 
was  dead.  The  man  at  whom  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  magnanimously  aimed  his  arrow,  slept  quietly  in  the 
green  bosom  of  his  own  beloved  Illinois.  The  voice  of 
tiie  nameless  informer,  embodied  by  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman,  though  it  nught  pollute  every  threshold,  and 
violate  the  harmony  of  every  house  in  the  nation,  could 
not  reach  the  sanctuary,  or  uiterrupt  the  repose  of  Hat 
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tomb.  Perixiit  me  to  speak  a  word  concernin|^  Daniel  P. 
Cook;  because  every  man  who  hears  me  did  not  )uiow 
him,  as  many  of  us  did>  who  sat  in  this  House  with  him. 
He  was  a  man  whom  the  ^ntleman  from  New  York 
would  probalSly  not  call  a  genius;  but  his  imnd  was  of  that 
cast  and  capacity  in  the  transaction  of  human  affairs,  to 
which  every  man  would  wish  to  commit  the  managpemcnt 
of  his  own.  His  sense  was  that  of  the  every  day  intercourse 
of  men^  and  would  pass,  like  the  most  precious  or 
most  useful  metals,  wherever  such  a  commodity  could  be 
in  request 
hood;  a 

purpose  which  render  childhood  so  amiable.  Withtliose 
who  knew  him  well,  he  had  so  fixed  himself  in  tlieir 
hearts,  that  tlioughthey  might  wish  to  forget  ihe  pain  of 
tlieir  loss,  they  can  never  cease  to  remember  his  useful 
public  labors,  and  many  endearing  social  quahties. 

Our  relations  with  Cuba  have  long  been  interesting  and 
important.  Gentlemen  will  call  to  mind  that  we  have 
frequently  heard  from  Europe  tliat  Cuba  might  be  trans* 
£errcd  from  Spain  to  some  other  sovereignty.  Such  a 
report  was  rife  in  this  country  in  the  winter  of  1826-'7. 
It  was  believed  by  fciends  of  the  last  administration,  that 
a  confidential  agent  was  by  Mr.  Adams  sent  to  Cuba,  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  the  truth  of  this  report;  and  that 
Daniel  P.  Cook  was  that  agent.  He  had,  it  was  beUeyed, 
been  paid  out  of  that  fund  which  Congress  has  ever  ^nce 
the  foundation  of  the  Government  annually  or  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  President, 
for  the  compensation  of  confidential  services.  All  this 
may  be  knowji  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  now; 
and,  had  there  been  fraud  in  the  transaction,  we  should 
have  heard  it  on  this  occasion,  called,  at  his  mouth,  by  its 
harshest  English  name. 

I'he  gentleman  might  have  known  the  whole  affair  at 
tliat  time.  This  appears  from  tlie  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Clay,  then  Secretary  of  State: 


purpose  leaving  the  city,  on  the  4th  instant,  a  ttw  days,  on 
account  of  the  state  of  my  health. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bc»  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servtnt, 
H.  CLAY. 
To  James  Haxiltov,  Jr.  Esq.  &c. 

Why  not  receive  and  communicate  this  confidentially  to 

the  House  ?    Every  statesman  must  perceive  at  once  t]»e 

indecorum  of  giving  it  to  the  House  in  any  other  manner 

•      A  -.•     •       u  *         -.      u  .•    J  ^r-»-~    than  confidential.     What!  place  on  our  ordinar\' journal, 

V  1 ,   n;  S  T  '^T      ^f  K  't?  ^lli^^  publish  in  our  papen.  and  s^nd  to  Europe,  that  tie  friend: 

=S. '?.?!}  **l?;lfe'"-  "L*?^^.  ""lLT".^„°f  Thip  of  General  Vive»;  the  Intendant  General  of  Cub.,  I,ad 

induced  him  confidentially  to  communicate  to  the  aprent  of 
our  Government,  concerning  the  disposition  of  Spain  lo 
sell,  and  of  England  to  buy,  the  colonial  sovereignty  of 
that  island.  A  confidential  communication  would  not  do. 
A  plain,  honest,  and  full  statement  of  facts  was  not  wanted. 
The  magnanimous  gentleman  from  New  York  wished  to 
strike  a  hlow  at  the  President  and  Secretary;  he  chose  to 
do  it  by  mining;  and  if,  in  his  subterranean  course,  he 
should  dig  into  the  ffmVt  of  Daniel  P.  Cook,  kow  could 
he  doubt  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  would 
justify  this  violation  of  the  sanctuary  of  the  tomb*  He 
chose  to  follow  the  trail  of  an  informer,  who  had  so  Kulc 
confidence  in  this  inquisition,  tliat  he  would  not  "commit" 
even  his  own  foul  name  to  the  gentleman's  safe  keeping. 
Mr.  Cook,  it  was  known,  was  in  verj-  delicate  health,  and 
was  about  to  viMt  Cuba  for  the  benefit  of  the  climate.  In 
the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  the  whole  labor  of  tJie 

fentleman  was  directed  to  prove  that  the  state  of  his 
calth  would  not  permit  his  doing  any  public  service,  and 
that,  if  he  received  any  compensation,  he  must  have  recc.r- 
ed  it  for  nothing.  The  gentleman  was  discomfited  by 
the  result;  for  it  came  out  m  evidence,  that,  feeble  as  was 
his  health,  he  had  performed  all  that  was  required  of  hun. 
His  compensation  was  not  ascertained;  but  it  is  probable, 
say  the  committee,  that  he  received  more  than  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  tliis  is  set  down  by  the  magnanimity  of 
the  gentleman  as  an  act  of  "  Executive  favoritisni,  or 
flagrant  abuse." 

Compare  this  service  and  expenditure  with  the  mission, 
and  minister,  and  appropriation,  now  under  debate.  Mr- 
Cook  was  in  delicate  health;  but  that  served  to  place  him 
above  suspicion  df  any  rinister  purpose  in  visiting  Cuba. 
His  acquamtance  with  General  Vives,  while  in  this  coun- 
try, the  known  integrity  and  obvious  simplicity  of  his  chi- 
racter,  tlie  amenity  of  his  manners,  and  even  his  delicate 
health,  all  combined,  must  have  placed  him  at  once  lo 
relations  of  entire  confidence  and  frank  intercourse  with 
the  IMendant,  and  enabled  him  to  obtain  speedily  from 
that  Governor  all  which  it  was  proper  for  him  to  commu- 
nicate, or  for  our  Executive  to  know.  Let  the  genilemiB 
taunt  us  for  a  want  of  magnanimity.  Let  tlie  nation  judge 
between  us. 

The  next  case  in  this  record,  to  which  1  ask  your  atten- 
tion, is  that  of  John  H.  Pleasants.  The  House  will  ha^e 
a  full  knowledge  of  this  case  from  two  letters,  tli^ '['f'* 
from  Mr.  Pleasants  to  Mr.  Clay,  the  second  from  Mr.  CUy 
to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment. 


Dkfabtme^t  07  Statz, 

Washington,  May  1,  1828. 

Sm :  I  have  received  your  letter  under  date  this  day,  stat- 
ing tliat  **  it  having  been  ascertained  that  the  late  Daniel 
P.  Cook,  late  a  representative  in  Congress  from  the  State 
of  Illinois,  received  a  sum  of  money  from  the  Government, 
during  tlie  spring  or  summer  of  the  last  year,  for  certain 
services  supposed  to  liave  been  either  foreign  or  diplo- 
matic, y  oil  are  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment to  request  roe  to  infomi  you  where  they  are  to  look 
for  the  auditing  of  the  sum  said  to  have  been  received  by 
Mr.  Cook,  Bxidt  if  not  audited  in  the  usual  course,  what 
was  its  amount." 

Without  admitting  or  denying  tile  correctness  of  the 
information  which  Uie  coipmittec  are  stated  to  have  re- 
ceived, I  have  the  honor  to  observe  that  I  am  not  aware 
of  the  disbursement  of  any  money  through  the  agency  of 
this  department,  the  account  of  which  has  not  been,  or,  in 
a  regular  course  of  lettlcment,  is  not  to  be,  audited  in  the 
usual  way  at  the  treasury,  or  passed  upon  a  certificate  of 
tlie  President,  in  conformity  with  tlie  provisions  of  the  3d 
section  of  the  act  of  tlie  1st  of  Hay,  1810,  entitled  «  An 
act  fixing  the  compensation  of  public  ministers  and  con- 
suls residing  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  and  for  other  pur^ 
poses."    I  cannot  presume  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
comnaittee  to  inquire  into  any  disbursement  which  may 
have  been  made  agreeably  to  tiiat  section;  and  all  others 
are  accessible  to  tliero,  in  hke  manner  with  othtt  expen- 
ditures.    1  have,  however,  the  authority  of  the  President 
for  saying  that  I  will  make  to  tlie  committee  a  confidential 
communication,  in  relation  to  the  expenditure  to  which 
they  are  supposed  to  allude,  if  they  will  signify  their  de- 
sire for  sucti  a  comm\inicatton.     In  that  cas(>,  1  should  be 
glad  to  learn  their  pleasure  as  soon  as  convenient,  as  I 


J^,  Pleasants  to  Mr.  Clay. 

Liverpool,  July  7, 18-J- 

Mt  DaAB  Sib:  If  you  are  surprised  at  the  date  of  my 
letter,  1  am  scarcely  less  surprised  at  the  circum^unce 
myself    To  be  in  England  at  all,  is  what  I  never  eipeci- 


ed.  To  be  here  when  I  expected  to  have  been  m  Bucn* 
Ayres,  seems  ratlier  the  effect  of  enchantment,  than  » 
ordinary  causation.     It  remains,  sir,  for  me  to  sccoum 


but  hope 


this  apparent  dereliction  of  dutv;  and  I  c*n"<*^  *!"\ , Jl. 
that  a  plain  statement  of  the  circumstances  ^hich  cnsn^ 
ed  my  destination,  will  exculpate  me  fi-om  *ny^™^ '|. 
your  eyes,  solicitous  as  1  am  to  preserve  tliat  good  i 


•  w^  ^-.^ 
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nion  which  procured  for  me  the  charge  conferred  by  the 
Department  of  State. 

After  many  ineffectual  attempts  to  secure  an  earlier 
pasBiLge,  in  which  I  was  baffled  by  the  dimmishcd  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  provinces  of 
South  America  which  lie  beyond  the  Spanish  Main,  I 
succeeded  in  procuring  a  passage  in  the  brig  William 
Tell,  which  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  ^8th  May  for 
the  River  Plate.  This  vessel  was  not  such  a  one  as  I 
should  have  selected,  had  I  had  my  choice.  Being  sim- 
ply a  merchant  ship,  it  was  destitute  of  corafortahle  ac- 
commodation; nevertheless,  becoming. impatient  for' ac- 
tion, and  foreseeing  tliat  if  1  neglected  that  opportunitv, 
I  might  meet  with  no  other,  I  availed  myself  of  it,  aiid 
fiailecT,  as  stated,  on  the  28th  May.  I  speedily  had  cause 
to  regret  my  precipitation  in  choosing  such  a  ship.  The 
cabin,  not  fifteen  feet  square,  was  destined  to  accommo- 
date, in  a  voyage  which  would  occupy  from  sixty  to  ninety 
days,  twenty.five  passengers.  •  •  •  When  the  hor- 
rors of. sea-sickness  were  superadded  to  the  other  painful 
circumstances  attending  my  situation,  my  sufferings  be- 
came greater  than  I  can  describe.  Deprived  of  every 
comfort,  with  not  ten  feet  square  for  exercise,  a  pestilentijil 
air,  and  most  offensive  smell,  pervading  every  part  of  the 
ship,  and  even  without  the  most  common  medicines,  I  assure 
you,  sir,  that  death  would  have  been  no  unwelcome  visiter. 
I  was  seized  with  a  high  fever,  and  in  ten  days  reduced,  in 
my  own  opinion,  and  in  that  of  those  around  me,  to  tlic 
brink  of  the  grave.  At  this  time^  we  spoke  an  American 
ship  from'  New  York,  bound  to  Antwerp:  the  captain, 
who  was  likewise  ill,  was  bearing  for  Fayal,  in  the  Azores, 
and,  by  great  persuasion,  was  induced  to  take  roe  on 
board,  in  a  miserable  condition.  Two  days  after  this  re- 
moval, my  new  captain  recovered  his  indisposition,  and 
resumed  his  course  fcr  Antwerp.  Having  no  inclination 
to  visit  Holland,  I  determined  to  avail  myself  of  the  next 
ship  that  we  might  speak,  and  return  to  the  United  States, 
or  go  to  England.  From  the  time  that  I  boarded  the 
vessel  in  which  I  then  was,  I  had  begun  slowly  to  recover, 
from  the  superior  comforts  of  its  accommodations.  On 
the  20th  of  June,  we  spoke  the  brig  Olive,'  from  New 
York  to  this  poK,  and  the  captain  consenting  to  receive 
me,  I  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  1st  instant,  having  been 
at  sea  thirty-three  days.  The  despatches  which  were  en- 
trusted to  my  care,  I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Forbes,  in  charge 
of  Captain  Iltnman,  of  the  William  Tell,  to  whom  he  was 
consigned;  stating  the  reasons  of  my  not  bearing  them  in 
person,  and  requesting  him  to  forward  those  for  Mr.  Ra- 
goct  at  Rio.  If  the  William  Tell  goes  safely,  the  de- 
spatches will  safely  reach  their  destination. 

These,  sir,  are  the  circumstances  which  have  brought 
me  to  England,  and  I  hope  that  they  arc  such  as  to  ex- 
cuse my  absndonment  or  my  cliarge.  As  I  am  here,  1 
bave  determined  to  devote  a  few  weeks  to  the  purpose  of 
seeing  the  country;  after  which,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  giving  you,  in  person,  a  more  detailed  account  of  my 
voyage. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  PLEASANTS. 

Ext  fact  e*fa  Ictltr  from  Mr,  Clay  to  Mr,   Hamiiton,  cfiaiv' 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment, 

•*It  was  not  believed  that  the  visitation  of  Providence 
with  which  he  was  affiicted,  ought  to  deprive  him  of  all 
allowance  for  expenses,  and  all  compensation  for  services; 
but  it  was  not  thought  right  that  the  per  dieni  should  be 
continued  during  the  whole  period  of  his  absence  from 
home,  and  until  his  return  to  New  York,  on  the  22d  Oc- 
tober, 1825.  it  was  tiierefore  limited  to  the  22d  August, 
1825,  that  being  the  time  when  it  was  estimated  he  might 
have  returned  to  the  United  States,  if,  after  abandonmg 
the  voyage  to  South  America,  he  had  sougiit  an  oppor- 


tunity of  coming  home,  instead  of  proceeding  to  Europe. 
It  was  within  the  discretion  of  the  department  to  have 
compensated  hhn  as  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  Mr. 
King;  but  it  was  not  deemed  proper  to  make  hhn  any  al- 
lowance for  that  service." 

Were  these  explanations  satisfactory?  What  did  the 
committee  say  then?    These  are  their  words: 

''Amidst  the  numerous  appointments  of  messengers 
'made  by  the  present  administration,  they  will  select 
'the  account  of  J.  H.  Pleasants,  editor  of  the  Richmond 
'  Whig,  because  that  case,  in  their  estimation,  piescnts 
'  the  most  flagrant  example  of  abuse." 

"  Either  his  despatches  were  or  were  not  of  importance  t 
« if  they  were  qf  importance,  like  a  soldier  on  post,  no 
'consideration  should  have  induced  him  to  have  deserted 
« them:  if  they  were  of  no  higher  importance  than  to  have 
'rendered  it  safe  that  tliey  should  be  confided  to  the 
•  captain  Of  an  ordinary  merchant  vessel,  then  they  ahould 
'  Iiavc  gone  through  this  channel,  and  Mr,  Pleasants  ought 
•not  to  have  been  appointed."  . 

Sir,  Daniel  P.  Cook  was  pursued  by  tlie  gentleman, 
because  he  was  dead;  John  H.  Pleasants  was  in  like  man- 
ner pursued,  because  he  was  alive. 

I'he  case  of  Mr.  Brooks  is  another  on  this  record.  He 
was  a  clerk  in  the  office t>r  tiie  treasury.  Grown  old  ami 
becoming  enfeebled,  his  fellow-clerks,  with  a  generosity 
of  purpose  peculiar  to  themselves,  performed  his  duties 
in  llie  hours  of  recess,  or  by  extra  labor,  and  permKted 
this  aged  and  destitute  man  to  receive  one-half  of  the 
salary.  This  instance  of  redoubled  diligence  and  chari- 
Uble  provision  for  a  superannuated  fellow-laborer,  in  these 
generous  men,  is  set  down  in  tlie  gentleman's  diary  of 
abuses,  and  the  Executive  is  censured,  because  this  aged 
man,  with  his  family,  was  not  thrown  otit  to  perish  in  the 
streets. 

The  case  of  Anthony  Morris  is  another.  He  is  a  clerk 
in  the  Rcgister'aolKce.  Mr.  Morris  is  an  old  man>  is  one 
of  those  few  veterans  of  the  revolution  and  old  Congress 
now  alive,  who  by  their  employment  and  memory  connect 
the  present  with  the  past  Government.  lie  is  a  literary 
man,  the  only  one,  aays  BIr.  Blichael  Nourse,  in  tlie  ofHce. 
What  of  that?  In  consideration  of  his  advanced  age,  in- 
firm health,  and  that  of  his  daughter,  he  might  be  absent  < 
from  tlie  service  three  months  in  the  year — one  month 
more  than  the  ordinary  allowance  to  all  the  clerks. 

This  case,  sir,  is,  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  gentleman, 
marked  down  amongthe  instances  of  gross  Executive  abuse. 
What  can  the  gentlenun  reply  to  these  exploits  of  his 
magnanimity  ? 

1  leave  it  to  the  nation  to  compare  Rufiis  Ring  with  John 
Randolph;  and  the  mission  of  one  to  England  with  tliat  of 
the  other  to  Russia.  Let  them  also  compare  the  recess 
of  Mr.  Brown,  minister  to  France^  after  years  of  scryice, 
and  ailter  sending  home  his  resignation;  let  them,  1  say,  run 
the  pandlel  beti»x;n  this  recess  of  Mr.  Crown  for  a  few 
days  to  the  South  of  France,  or  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  and 
the  Hegira  of  John  Randolph,  after  a  ten  days*  visit  from 
St.  Petersburg  to  some  place,  no  one  can  tell  wliere,  in 
England.     Tlie  people  will  do  justice  in  all  these  cases. 

The' gentleman  from  New  York  has  thrown  his  ponde- 
rosity into  the  scale  of  panegyric,  thereby  to  render  I  he 
weiglit  of  eulogy  on  the  Russian  minister  overwhchniiig 
— scrap  iron  increases  the  weight  not  the  value  of  gold. 
lie  does  admit  some  sort  of  talent  in  speaking,  to  the  par- 
liamentary rivals  of  himself  in  eloquence — to  Lowndes, 
to  Clay,  and  to  Webster.  Cicero  took  h!S  family  name 
from  a  bean  on  some  part  of  his  face;  and  doubtless  many 
a  coxcomb  has  believed  himself  lo  be  an  orator,  because, 
like  Cicero,  he  had  a  wart  on  his  nose.  Somebody  haa 
said  that  "Min,  of  all  the  animal  creation  alone,  is  endow- 
ed with  vanity."  Who  ever  saw  the  rock  sparrow  mea- 
suring his  wing  in  fliglit  with  the  falcon  ?  1  believe  there 
are  gentlemen  in  this  House  uho  could  give  us  good  rca- 
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sons  why  the  eloquence  of  the  orator  of  Roanoke  is  so 
well  recollected  by  the  gentleman  fhmi  New  York.  No 
worker  on  the  Roanoke  plantation  has  better  reasons  to 
remember  the  eloquence  of  the  overseer.  Much  as  that 
eccentric  man  loved  las  joke  and  his  sarcasm,  he  loved 
his  fame  rooi^;  and  he  woidd  have  spared  the  lash  on  that 
occasion,  could  he  have  suspected  it  might  biing'him  into 
the  poor^condition  of  enduring  praise  at  the  hands  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Tork.  Such  revenge  for  such  a 
cause  is  said  to  be  peculiar  to  that  gentleman*  and  one 
species  of  one  other  race  among  us. 

Has  the  gentleman  so  long  been  a  mere  adjective  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  that  he  thinks  it  slanderous  to 
associate  the  name  of  that  politician  with  any  other  acci- 
dent? Childi'en,  in  these  scientific  timesi  who  have  ad* 
vanced  somewhat  into  the  mysteries  of  cihcmistry,  do, 
aAer  beating  up  soap  and  water  together  in  a  basin, 
amuse  tJiemselves  with  a  clean  pipe  in  blowing  up  bubbles, 
and  sending  them  off  from  the  bowl  inflated  and  glitter- 
ing, to  sail  away  a  moment,  and  then  burst  and  vanish  into 
their  original  nothingness.  For  augbl  I  know,  the  Secre- 
tai7  may  be  amusing  himself  by  the  same  innoeent  experi' 
ment.  Who  would  interrupt  the  sentimental  harmony  of 
politictd  friendship!  For  all  which  he  is  distinguished, 
tlie  character  of  theSecretary  &  fixed;  it  cannot  be  elevat- 
ed by  any  labors  of  th«  protege — ^it  cannot  be  lowered  by 
the  eflorts  of  others.  God  forbid  that  I  shouU  throw  astraw 
in  the  way  of  any  man's  advancement.  Their  friends  are 
daily  carrying  and  laying  at  the  gate  of  the  trcasuiy  those 
who  have  every  thing  to  recommend  them  except  the 
piety  and  good  works  of  the  beggar  in  the  parable;  and 
who,  all  alike,  desire  to  be  fed  from  the  crumbs  which  fall 
from  the  tables  of  those  feasting  within.  ''Hope  deferred,'* 
we  find,  does  <*  not  make  every  heart  sick."  Gentlemen,, 
doubtless,  have  assurances  that  each  poKtieal  Lazarus  shall 
be  served  in  liis  turn.  The  next  basket  of  broken  meat 
brought  out  may  be  sent  to  New  York,  and  amply  satisfy 
the  appetite,  sharpened  by  a  two  years'  want  of  it. 

The  gentleman  accuses  me  of  a  departure  from  the 
question,  to  bring  into  the  debate  our  late  treaty  with  the 
Sublime  Porte.  Sir,  every  thing  rendering  our  Russian 
relations  important,  comes  into  an^  question  concerning 
them.  Do  not  our  new  relations  with  the  great  European 
rival  of  Russia  demonstrate  more  strongly  our  need  of 


an  eificient  mission  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg.^    The  members  of  a  national  coancil,  the  roost  dignified  aiui 


Secretary  has  told  us  in  the  message,  that  the  Black  Sea 
has  been  opened,  to  us  by  our  treaty  with  the  Sublime 
Porte.  The  gentleman  does  know  full  well  that  the 
swords  of  our  brave  Russian  friends  not  only  hewed  thcii* 
way  through  the  Balkan  down  to  the  plains  of  Adriano- 
ple,  but  tliat,  by  the  treaty  of  that  city,  tliey,  for  all  pur- 
poses of  navigation,  widened  the  Bosphorus  to  a  breadth 
equal  to  the  Hellespont,  and  thereby  united  the  Euxine 
with  the  Egean,  Levant,  whole  Mediterranean^  tlie  At- 
lantic, and  all  other  seas  and  oceans.  WluU  may  our  Rus- 
sian imperial  friend  say  to  us  fi>r  recQ&vin^  from  the  Turk 
as  a  boon,  to  say  nothing  of  our  promise  m  return,  what 
his  valor,  blood,  and  treasure  had  conquered  for  us  and 
all  nations'  Omitting,  therefore,  the  secret  ^article,  does 
not  the  opening  tlie  Euxine,  either  by  the  Russiair power, 
or  by  the  Turkish  treaty,  mightily  enhance  the  import- 
ance of  this  question,  and  call  imperatively  on  the  Execu- 
tive for  an  efticient  mission  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg  ^ 
If  the  gentleman  cannot  perceive  this,  he  is  less  a  states- 
man than  he  would  seem  to  bc)  and  even  much  less  such, 
if  that  were  possible,  than  others  have  esteemed  hinv. 

But  I  drew  my  facts  from  unprincipled  partisans,  and 
newspaper  nimor!  1  said  so  before;  I  drew  part  of  the 
trutli  from  the  Secretary — ^the  treaty:  the  other  part,  the 
secret  article,  from  the  newspaper. 

Sir,  it  has  been  the  labor  ol'tlie  Secretary's  life  to  esta- 
blish newspapers,  entitled  to  no  credit;  and  to  discredit 
all  others.     lie  has  founded  a  school,  and  is  at  the  head 


of  it.  In  that  school  the  great  axiom  is,  "  ereiy  thing  is 
fair  in  politicsj"  and,  to  him,  are  not  politics  every  thing' 
Let  him  go  on- to  improve  the  condition  of  the  presB/  L*t 
him  cxfmguish  the  light  of  trutli  wherever  be  can  extend 
the  finger  of  power.  Let  him  do  one  thing  more— aided 
bv  his  minions,  no  matter  where — ^let  him  persuade  tlie  peo- 
ple that  the  honest,  the  independent  papers  of  this  coun- 
try,  are  vehicles  of  falsehooa,  and  mere  rumor;  let  them 
be,  as  they  have  been  on  tliis  floor,  branded  as  false,  fouli 
and  dirty;  and  let  the  member  who  quotes  from  tbcir 
pages  tlie  history  and  impress  of  the  times,  be  reprosched 
as  a  blockhead,  a  blackguard,  a  slanderer;  and  what  more 
could  the  Secretary  of  State  desire,  which  he  would  not 
be  sure  to  obtain?  Sir,  such  a  consummation  would  hare 
saved  to  Charles  the  throne  of  France;  and  to  the  patriots 
of  that  country,  their  revolution. 

I  did  quote  for  the  secret  article,  in  the  Turkish  trestr, 
from  the  newspaper:  dares  the-  gentleman  question  the 
truth  of  tlie  quotation?  Had  I  drawn  a  bow  with  a  more 
advised  aim^  could  the  pigeon  on  the  pole  have  fluttered 
more  manifestly  ?  Th«  gentleman  has,  iiotwitlistanding  til 
these  assertions^  accused  me  of  drawing  my  facts  from  a 
perjured  Senator.  Has  it  come  to  this?  Was  it  found 
necessary  not  to  commit  our  first  treaty  with  the  gieat 
disciple  of  Mahomet  to  Uie  christian  Senators  of  the  United 
States,  until  their  lips  were  sealed  by  the  solemnities  of 
an  oath  ?  It  is  a  new  formula  in  the  executive  department 
of  the  Senate,  and  will  appear,  by  the  published  journals 
of  that  body,  to  have  hftd  no  place  in  their  proceeding 
until  the  present  session.  When  a  treaty  in  1795  was 
published  by  a  Senator  against  an  injunction  of  thatbodyr 
who  accused  him  of  perjury  ?  The^^ntleman  whose  mis' 
sion  is  now  under  consideration,  did,  on  this  floor,  pro* 
nounce  a  studied  eulo^umon  Stephens  llK>mpson  Mason, 
the  Senator  who  published  that  treaty.  Would  he  eulo- 
gize perjury?  Sir,  the  secret  article  was  published  before 
the  treaty  was  announced  to  the  House,  or  sent  to  the 
Senate.  The  correspondence  on  the  West  India  questioa 
was  published  in  tlie  same  manner.  Has  the  Secretary  of 
State  adopted  this  method,  and  put  out  his  feelers  to  take 
the  national  pulse  ? 

I  do  not  ask  what  warranted,  but  who  authorized,  or 
instructed,  or  encouraged  the  gentleman  to  connect  per* 
jury  with  that  venerated  word    which  designates  the 


honorable  on  earth? 

How  cddd  I  shun  insult,  when  such  men  are  reviled' 
I  do  not  ask  by  what  statesman,  or  gentleman,  but  bv 
what  apology  for  a  man?  In  what  other  assembly  on  earth 
has  "the  hoary  head"  been  used  as  a  term  of  reproach? 
Has  the  gentleman  passed  so  far  beyond  the  vigor,  and 
bloom,  and  modesty,  of  juvenescencc,  that  he  has  forgot- 
ten the  amiable  instinct  of  our  nature,  which  warns  our 
youth  to  pay  in  advance  that  consideration  to  age  which 
it  may  come  to  desire  for  itself  ?  Though  grey  hairs  ha>e 
been  held  in  respect  by  barbarians  in  aU  counti'ies,  and  by 
even  the  most  profligate  and  unmannered  in  all  ag<-s»  ycW 
knowing  him,  (jab  avo  ad  plumaa^)  I  am  not  dbappuinicd 
in  the  language  or  demeanor  of  the  gentleman  from  "Stvf 
York.  Men,  better  than  I  am,  have  been  reviled  in  their 
age,  by  men  no  better  than  he  is.  Wasliington  was  called 
a  "hoary  headed  incendiary,"  by  a  vagabond  of  almost 
unparalleled  mendacity  and  impudence.  The  "  bald  head 
is,  I  assure  the  gentleman,  no  joke,  though  he  seems  to 
be  original  in  using  it  as  such.  This  inconvenience,  or, 
if  you  please,  imperfection,  has  been  suffered  by  some 
very  great  men,  but  quite  rarely,  if  ever,  has  it  been  ex* 
perienced  by  any  very  little  ones.  Csesar  is  said  to  have 
been  more  grateful  to  the  Roman  people  for  granting  him 
the  right  to  wear  the  laurel  crown,  than  for  any  other  w 
their  glfU,  because  the  wearing  it  enabled  him  to  conc^** 
the  exterior  baldness  of  his  head.  If  it  be  true,  as  Shaks- 
peare  tells  us  it  is»  that  what  nature  bas  scanted  men  m 
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wit,  she  has  made  up  to  them  hi  hair,  then  the  g^tleman, 
I  believe,  should  he  win  a  laurel  crown,  would  never,  like 
Caesar,  have  occasion  to  wear  it,  for  any  lack  of  that  com- 
modHy.  Who  reviled  the  prophet,  returning  from  the 
blazing*  translation  of  his  master,  with  a  countenance  bright 
with  the  glories  of  opening  heaven,  and  wrapt  in  the 
mantle  of  Elijah — who,  sir,  reviled  the  prophet  for  bis 
** bald  head?"  Profligate  young  men,  boys,  children,  as 
tliey  are  called;  the  scum  and  sweepings  of  the  city,  and, 
as  we  find  by  the  historian,  fit  only  for  food  for  those 
animals  which  are  fed  on  offal. 

The  gentleman  is  equally  out  in  his  ornithology,  as  in 
every  thing  else.  The  bird  of  Jove,  not  the  vulture,  is 
that  soaring  wonder,  by  men  called  the  <*bald  eagle;" 
and,  sir,  never  was  that  **  soaring  eagle,  in  his  pride  of 
place,  hawked  at,  and  brought  down  by  the  mousing  owl." 

Sir,  my  remarks  have  been  excursive,  but  I  have  tra- 
velled over  no  ground  where  some  one  of  the  gentlemen 
had  not  placed  himself  before  me.  If  these  gentlemen 
are  out  of  the  field,  and  I  do  not  see  them  in  force  on  any 
point  of  the  argument,  I  will  return  to  tlie  questions  made 
by  us  under  our  motion. 

{At  tliis  period  of  his  speech,  Mr.  Bttboss  gave  way  to 
a  motion  for  adjournment.  On*  the  Monday  foUowmg, 
when  the  subject  was  resumed  by  the  House,  Mr.  B.  con- 
tinued as  follows:] 

I  ask  the  House  to  inquire,  whether  the  salary  to  be 
provided,  under  our  law,  by  this  appropriation,  can  be 
due  for  an  illegal  and  void  mission?  Ambassadors  and 
other  public  ministers,  though  they  mav  be  appointed  by 
any  sovereign  community,  yet,  being  officers  sustained  and 
sent  abroad  by  the  laws  of  nations  only,  must  be  appoint- 
ed and  commissioned  in  conformity  to  those  laws.  The 
power  of  every  nation  is  confined  to  its  own  territory; 
and,  therefore,  no  officer  of  one  nation  can,  its  such,  pass 
into  the  territory  of  any  other,  and  there  exercise  any 
official  functions  whatever.  Nations  being  moral  persons, 
like  individuals,  have  established  certain  laws  lor  their 
own  mutual  intercourse.  Under  these  laws  the  offices  of 
heralds,  legates,  ambassadors,  envoys,  and  other  public 
ministers,  have  been  created,  and  by  them  are  the  powers, 
nghts,  and  immunities  of  aU  such  officers  governed.  Our 
Executive  can,  tlierefore,  create  public  ministers;  but  it 
must  be  seen  that  the  foundation  of  their  power  to  do  so 
is  laid  down  in  the  laws  of  nations.  (Vat.  book  iv,  ch.  5, 
§  56^7.) 

*<  £very  sovereign  State,  then^  has  a  right  to  send  and 
receive  public  minister! ;  they  are  the  necessary  instru- 
ments in  affairs  which  sovereigns  have  among  themselves, 
and  to  that  correspondence  which  thej^  have  a  right  of 
carry  ing  on.  In  the  first  chapter  of  this  work  may  be  seen 
what  we  mean  by  sovereign  and  independent  States  which 
constitute  the  great  society  of  nations.  These  are  the 
powers  which  belong  to  the  right  of  embassy,  and  an  un- 
equal alliance  or  treaty  of  protection  does  not  take  away 
this  right." 

Our  law  providing  salaries  for  public  ministers  and  con- 
suls, and  tlie  constitution,  by  vesting  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing them  in  the  President  and  Senate,  has  neither 
crexted  nor  recognised  any  new  power  in  the  United 
States,  not  incident  to  them  in  common  with  all  other  na- 
tions; nor  can  any  authority  be  drawn  from  this  law,  or  the 
ccnstitution  itself,  to  appoint  public  ministers  or  consuls, 
other  than  such  only  as  are  known,  acknowledged,  and 
e&ta.blialied  by  the  great  code  of  laws  governing  Ae  inter^ 
course  of  all  civilized  nations.  Our  Executive  can,  there- 
fore, neither  give  powers  to  consuls  or  public  ministers, 
ncH*  send  them  abroad  for  purposes  unknown  to  those  laws. 

SboitU  the  President  and  Senate  appoint,  ind  send  into 
fureign  countries,  consuls,  as  France  once  did,  with  admi- 
i<a.Ity  povvei*3  on  questions  of  capture  under  the  hiws  of 
war,  would  these  be  consuls  under  our  constitution,  un- 
less they  were  such  under  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations?' 


In  like  manner,  if  the  Executive  create  missions,  and  ap- 
point ministers  to  go  into  the  territories  of  other  nations, 
there  to  hear  and  decide  controversies  arising  among 
American  citizens,  or  to  try  and  punish  crimes  mutuall)- 
committed  by  such  citizens  ag^nst  each  other,  could  we 
be  called  upon,  under  o\ir  law  or  constitution,  for  appro- 
priations to  pay  their  outfits  and  salaries?  Why  not?  Be- 
cause the  laws  of  nations  have  established  no  such  consulate, 
no  such  mission,  no  such  minister;  and  no  nation  can  create 
a  new  embassy,  or  one  unknown  to  the  laws  of  nations. 

A  soverei^ty  may  send  abroad  ambassadors,  envoys,  or 
resident  ministers.  It  may  also  send  envoys  extraordina- 
ry and  ministers  plenipotentiary;  a  grade  of  diplomatic 
functionaries  comprehending  the  especial  officers  of  the 
envoy  and  the  resident  minister.  These  ministers,  how- 
ever,  must  be  sent  for  some  specific  purpose,  which  must 
be  in  its  nature  public  and  national,  and  they  must  be  ad- 
dressed, and  carry  credentials  of  their  appointment  and 
character,  to  some  designated  sovereign.  Sovereigns  can 
accredit  and  receive  resident  ministers^  but  will  it  be  pre- 
tended that  they  can  accredit  and  receive  non-resident 
ministers,  such  as,  when  so  accredited  and  received  by 
the  Government  of  one  nation,  are  thereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  reside  as  ministers  to  thftt  nation  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  any  other!  Tli*  act  of  accrediting  and  receiv- 
in|^  jiublic  ministers  is  one  of  the  highest  acts  of  sove- 
reigfnty.  Under  the  confederation,  it  was  done  in  Congress 
assembled.  By  the  constitution,  this  august  attribute  of 
sovereignty  is  conferred  on  the  President.  In  all  the  Go- 
vernments of  the  old  world,  this  act  of  sovereignty  is,  I  be- 
lieve, in  like  manner,  performed  by  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  nation.  Although  the  whole  sovereignty  of  a  na- 
tion be,  in*  accrediting  and  receiving  a  public  minister,  put 
in  requisition  by  the  potentate  who  performs  this  great 
State  ceremonial,  yet  the  legal  eft'ects  of  this  act  of  sove- 
reignty must  be  limited  by  whatsoever  limits  all  the  acts 
of  each  and  every  sovereignty.  The  legislative,  judicial, 
and  executive  powers  of  every  nation  are  limited  by  the 
tcrritorv  of  such  nation^  and,  therefore,  every  exercise  of 
any  of  those  powers  must,  in  their  operations,  be  confined 
to  the  territory  of  the  nation  exercising  them.  The  au- 
gust act  of  sovereignty,  therefore,  by  which  a  public  min- 
ister is  accredited  and  received  by  the  Executive  poten- 
tate of  any  nation,  like  the  laws  and  judicial  decisions  of 
that  nation,  can  liave  no  efficiency,  no  legal  existence, 
otherwise  than  as  a  mere  matter  of  fact,  beyond  the  terri- 
torial limits  of  that  nation.  Whenever,  therefore,  any 
sovereignty  does  accredit  and  receive  a  resident  minister, 
such  minister  receives  tliereby  no  powprs  which  are  not, 
like  the  powers  of  that  sovereignty  itself,  limited,  and  con- 
fined to  the  national  territory.  For  the  Executive  power 
of  one  nation  to  accredit  and  receive  a  minister  as  a  resi- 
dent minister  at  its  own  court,  and  in  its  own  territory, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  autliorize  and  empower  such 
minister,  thereby,  to  reside  at  any  othei*  court,  oc  in  any 
other  country,  would  be  nothing  short  of  direct  usurpa- 
tion in  the  Executive  doing  it;  for,  to  accredit  and  receive 
a  public  minister,  is  one  oT  the  highest  exercises  of  sove- 
reignty, and,  therefore,  whenever  the  Executive  of  one 
nation  does  accredit  and  receive  a  minister,  to  reside  in  tlie 
territory  of  another  nation^  such  Executive  does  exorcise 
one  of  the  highest  acts  of  sovereignty  over  that  nation. 
This  would  be  usurpation. 

,  Before  gentlemen  contend  that  this  power  of  accre- 
diting and  receiving  non-resident  ministers  belongs  to  sove- 
reignties, they  must  show  some  warrant  for  it  from  the 
laws  of  nations.  Do  they  contend  tliat  the  right  of  em- 
bassy is  derived  from  the  law  of  nature,  and  not  from  the 
convention  and  .agreement  of  nations;  and  that,  therefore, 
one  sovereign  might,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  receive  am- 
bassadors from  another,  and,  by  endorsing  tl>cir  creden' 
tials,  authorize  them  to  pass  into  the  territories  of  any 
other  tuitions?    It  is  admitted  tli.it  heralds,  envoys,  and 
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ambassadors  were  sent,  and  receiTed,  and  respected^  be- 
tween armies  and  armies,  nations  and  nations,  by  virtue 
of  the  law  of  nature,  I  presume;  for  this  was  certainly  done 
both  in  Asia  and  Europe,  before  any  such  code  as  the  law 
of  nations  existed  in  the  world.  These  ministers  derived 
their  powers,  and  protection,  from  Uie-  necessity  of  tl)e 
case,  and  were  compelled  to  go  right  forward  on  the  er- 
rand for  which  they  were  sent;  and,  when  that  was  fiiush- 
cd,  to  return  in  the  most  direct  route.  These  principles, 
as  the  historian  of  Cortes  tells  us,  were  found  by  the  Span- 
iai'cls  to  eust  in  Mexico.  For  the  envoys,  sent  by  him  to 
Montezuma,  were  protected  while  they  kept  directly  on 
tlieir  journey,  and  in  the  highway;  but,  if  they  left  that 
path,  they  forfeited  all  protection.  Even  these  necessary 
messengers  of  war  or  peace,  of  congratulation  or  alli- 
ance, between  sovereignties,  could  receive  no  powers, 
cither  from  tlu>se  who  sent  them,  or  from  those  to  whom 
they  were  sent,  to  sojourn  for  any  purpose  in  any  otlier 
country;  nor  were  t^cy  permitted  to  tarry,  cither  in  the 
place  where  their  business  was  to  be  done,  after  that  was 
finished,  or  to  loiter  on  their  way  home.  This  power  of 
non-residence,  therefore,  was  wholly  unknown  to  the  in- 
tercourse of  nations,  derived  fronv  the  laws  of  nature. 

Resident  ministers  do.  not  derive  tlieir  powers  from  the 
laws  of  nature.  For  surely  that  could  never  require  any 
community  to  permit  the  citizcnsof  any  other  community 
to  come  ai\d  reside  in  their  territory,  unless  tliey  become 
subjected  to  their  laws  and  jurisdiction.  Accordingly, 
we  find  such  ministers  were  unknown  in  Europe  until  the 
sixteenth  century.  Ward,  in.  tiiat  part  of  his  history  and 
foundation  of  the  Jaw  of  nations  which  relates  to  tlie  six- 
teenth aiul  seventeenth  centuries,  says: 

♦*  Within  this  period,  among  tlie  States  of  Europe,  be- 
gan  that  remarkable  and  characteristic  custom,  of  enter- 
taining ordinary  or  resident  embassies  at  one  another's 
courts:  an  institution  peculiar  to  themselves,  and  particu- 
larly cvmcive  of  those  many  distinctions  which  there  are 
between  tl«eir  law  of  nations,  and  tliat  of  other  sets  of  peo- 
ple." 

"Ambassadors  in  ordinary  have  been  attributed  by 
some  to  Ferdinand  the  Cathohc,  whose  policy  led  him  to 
entertain  them  at  various  courts,  as  a  kind  of  hoaorable 
spies:  by  others,  with  no  small  probability,  to  an  imitation 
of  the  Pope,  w!io  had  long  been  in  tlie  habit  of  sending 
nuncios  to  reside  at  various  courts  in  tlie  service  of  reli- 
gion. But,  whatever  was  their  origin,  the  jurists  seem 
to  agree  tliat  they  arc  not  of  natural  right;  and,  however 
universal  they  may  since  have  grown,  doubts,  about  the 
period  before  us,  were  apparently  entertained  of  their 
utility.  Henry  IV  of  France,  while  King  of  Navarre,  en- 
tertained none  at  other  courts;  and  Henry  VII,  '  that  vise 
and  politique  King,'  says  Lord  Coke,  *  would  not  in  all  his 
time  suifer  JLeiger,  [residence  ol^  ambassadors  of  any  fo- 
reign king,  or  prince^  within  his  realm,  nor  he  wit!i  them; 
but  upon  occasion  used  ambassadors.'  So  late  as  1660,  a 
member  of  tlie  Polish  Diet  asserted  that  the  ambassador 
of  France  had  no  cause  of  residence  there,  and  that,  as  he 
did  not  return  home,  accoi'ding  to  the  cuatom  of  ambassa- 
dors, he  ought  to  be  consltlered  as  a  spy.  Two  years  af- 
terwards, the  deputies  proposed  very  warmly  to  send 
home  all  amba^adors  whatsoever,  and  to  make  a  law  re- 
gulating the  time  of  their  stay;  and  even  the  Dutch,  who, 
one  would  imagine,  had  greater  reason  than  the  Polish 
nobles  fur  encouraging  an  intercourse  with  foreigners, 
debited,  in  1651,  how  far  tliissort  of  embassy  was  of  any 
adi'antage  to  them.  The  greater  part  of  nations,  how- 
ever, have  now  admitted  their  necessity;  and  thougii,  at  the 
connnencement  of  the  period  before  \ii,  men  had  uilixcd 
no  precise  ideas  to  wlmt  was  considered  us  a  novelty,  and 
even  now  the  admission  Of  these  embassies  cannot  he  de- 
manded as  a  matter  of  law,  yet  the  custom  is  so  gtrneral, 
and  they  are  cons.dered  aa  so  much  of  course,  that  tlie 
fricncl.sh  p  of  Siutes  can  hardly  be  m:untaincd  without 


them.     Not  to  send  then,  therefore,  has  been  sometimei 
regarded  aa  an  affront." 

The  right  to  send,  and  the  power  to  accredit  and  receive 
resident  ministers  atany  couit,  being  matter  of  convention 
and.  agreement  among  nations,  it  will  be  found  that  all  tlie 
causes  which  have  conspired  to  produce  that  agreement, 
do  unite  in  excluding  the  very  idea  of  accrediting  and  re- 
ceiving non-resident  ministers.  Nay,  sir,  &o  unwilln*' 
have  nations  been  to  enter  into  any  agreement  that  one 
sovereignty  6hal>  liave  power  to  accredit  and  receive  mi- 
nisters to  reside  in  the  territory  of  any  other,  that  they  btve 
not  yet  agreed  to  protect  ambassadors,  while  passing 
through  tlieir  territories,  in  going  to,  or  returning  from, 
the  place  of  their  mission.  Ward,  and  the  authorities 
quoted  by  him,  notwithstanding  Vattel  is  of  a  different 
opinion,  do  establish  this  doctrine. 

<*  I  cannot  quit  this  interesting  and  remarkable  subject, 
without  observing  that  the  privileges  in  question  have  been 
carried  bv  some  to  an  extent  even  greater  than  tliat  which 
we  have  been  examining.  In  tlte  treatise  of  Vattel,  we 
find  the  following  positiousr  that,  although  the  sovereign 
to  whom  an  ambassador  is  addressed,  is  particularly  called 
upon  to  protect  him  ia  his  privilege,  yet  that  the  same 
duty  extends  to  other  sovereigns  to  whom  he  is  not  ad- 
dressed, but  through  whose  countiy  he  is  obliged  to  pass 
for  Uie  purposes  oi  his  mission.  To  insult  him,  says  Vat- 
tel, is  to  affront  his  roaster  and  his  whole  nation;  to  arrest 
him,  or  to  offer  violence  to  his  person,  is  to  wound  tbe 
rights  of  embassies  which  belong  to  every  sovereign. 

*'  This  doctrine  ai*ises  out  of  aome  considerations  upon 
tlie  case  of  Uincon  and  Fregoze,  ambassadors  of  Fnii:cid 
I  of  France,  the  one  to  the  Porte,  the  other  to  Venice. 
These  ministers,  passing  down  the  Po  in  their  passage,  and 
being  suspected  of  hearing  despatches  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V,  were  set  upon  and 
murdeied,  apparently  by  tlie  orders  of  the  Governor  of 
Milan.  But  the  £mperor».  although  at  that  lime  at  peace 
with  Francis,  appeal's  not  to  have  been  inclined  to  pu:u>h 
the  authors  of  the  murder.  Upon  this  transaction  Vattt:) 
observes,  tliat  it  was  an  atrocious  attempt  against  the  lav 
of  nations;  that  Francis  had  not  only  a  very  just  cause  for 
war  against  tiie  Emperor,  but  also  to  demand  tbe  assist* 
tance  of  all  other  nations  in  its  support  For  it  was  an 
affair,  not  of  two  individuals,  who  each  of  them  supposed 
they  liad  right  on  tlieu*  side,  but  of  all  States  whatsoever, 
who  were  interested  in  maintaining^the  rights  of  embassy. 

<<Ity  perhaps,  does  nptfall  exactly  within  the  scope  of 
tills  treatise,  to  examine  'whether  this  opinion  is  really  bv, 
as  it  is  received  at  present.  But  we  may  ventui'C  to  ob- 
serve that,  in  tliis  position,.  Vattel  stands  sole;  at  least,  all 
the  authors  on  the  ukw  of  nations,  who  have  pi  eced«.u  liiiOt 
after  discussing  tlie  point  at  length,  have  come  to  a  con- 
clusion directly  the  reverse  of  his;  and  that  which  tlicy 
have  concluded  is  -supported  by  a  great  variety  of  cajci, 
both  of  an  ancient  and  a  recent  date.  Thus  Albencus 
Gentilis,  upon  this  very  case  of  Rincon  and  Fregoze,  «b- 
serves  merely,  *Fi-obro9um  id  CarolofuissdJ  Sed  aiia  (fues- 
tlo  esty  adds  Bynkei-shoek»  de  jure  isgiUionu,  alia  de  ;»« 
honeatat'is.  Grotius,  who  followed  Gentilis,  after  hAvin^ 
given  his  opinions  at  length  upon  the  inviolability  ot  a!"- 
bass^ors,  says  expressly  that  it  is  only  to  be  understood 
to  be  binding  on  those  sovereigns  to  whom  they  arc  sent, 
*  Nun  perthiet  ergo  hse  iexadeoa  per  quDrumJinesj  non  ac- 
cepiavetUa,  transetunl  legaiu*  it  is  true,  the  nffli  actcptfi 
vesua  may  be  made  by  some  to  amoant  to  an  inviolab:!  t), 
provided  tliey  have  passports.  But  it  may  be  fairly  qu«^S" 
tinned  whether  the  poaseaaion  of  a  passport  itself  can  cf:^^^ 
fcr  any  tiling  more  tlian  the  common  protection  to  \v!»<j'i 
common  aUens  have  a  right.  Bynkersbock,  At  lex'Jt,  v«»u- 
out  taking  notice  of  passports  at  all,  undcrsUnds  GroUa^ 
to  mean,  generally,  that  tUc  privilege  in  question  sbali  not 
have  place  in  countries  to  which  ambaa!>adors  are  not  »^* 
dressed.     Of  this  opinion,  also,  were  Zouch,  W  ic<i'ielor:, 
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vho  has  been  deemed  the  very  champion  of  the  rights  of 
ambassadors^  and  who  decides  that  the  case  of  llincon  and 
Fregoze,  thoug^h  an  atrocious  murder,  was  not  a  Tiolation 
of  the  law  of  nations  as  to  embassies;  Huber,  and»  lastly, 
Bynkersboek,  who  had  particular  occasion  to  examine  the 
point  but  a  short  time  before  Vattel.  The  subject  came 
before. the  latter  in  considering  the  meaning*  of  the  pas- 
sage which  formed  part  of  a  declaration  of  me  States  Ge- 
neral in  fkvor  of  the  inviolability  of  ambassadors;  and  the 
difficulty  was  to  know  whether  the  word  ^pasaerend^  was 
applicable  to  ambassadors  to  other  Powers,  pasung  tlirough 
Holland,  or  confined  simply  to  those  addressed  to  the 
States,  coming,  residing,  and  passing  away,*  or  retiring. 
To  solve  this  difficulty,  he  inquired  into  tlie  opinions  of 
the  jurists  concerning  the  point  in  discussion,  and  Jeter- 
mined  that  it  applied  solely  to  ambassadors  who  were  ad- 
dressed to  the  States." 

**  Selim  II,  in  the  sixteenth  eentury,  being  at  peace  with 
Venice,  but  meditating  warf  sent  a  minister  to  the  King  of 
France  to  know  his  sentiments  of  it  He  endeavored  to  pass 
through  Venice,  but  was  arrested,  and  the  French  ambas- 
sador there,  and  the  King  himself,  claimed  his  liberty  as 
addressed  to  them.  But  they  were  forced  to  yield  to  the 
arguments  of  the  republic,  'that  a  sovereign  Power  need 
not  recognise  a  public  minister  as  such,  unless  it  is  to  him 
that  his  ci'edentials  are  addressed.' " 

"In  1572,  Elizabeth,  of  England,  having  reason  to  be 
jealous  of  the  machinations  of  the  French  in  Scotland,  ar- 
rested all  Frenchmen  passing  through  the  ^ngdom  tothat 
country  without  passport.  Among  these  was  Du  Croe, 
the  French  ambassador  to  Scotland,  and  his  court  com- 
plained loudly  of  this  as  a  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. But  W'alsing'ham,  the  Secretary,  pleaded,  that  it 
was  Du  Croe*s  own  tault  fonnot  taking  a  passport,  he  might 
justly  be  detained,  and  with  Uiis  plea  the  French  were 
content,  notwithstanding  his  quality  of  ambassador." 

Sir,  what  is  the  mission  invented  in  tlus  case  by  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Van  Buren;  and  what  the  diplomatic  character  of 
the  minister  now  under  consideration.^  This  gentleman 
was,  by  order  of  the  Executive,  carried  out  from  Norfolk 
to  Russia  in  a  national  ship,  with  every  circumstance  of 
high  respect,  and  at  a  cost  of  not  less  tnan  forty  thousand 
dollars  for  his  passage.  lie  arrived  at  St.  Petersburg; 
was  presented  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia;  exhibited  his  credentials;  was  accredited  as  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  that  court;  retired  and  took  his  departure  from,  the 
Russian  territories,  all  in  the  short  space  of  ten  days.  It 
is  contended  by  gentlemen  who  support  this  appropria- 
tion, that  he  is  our  minister.  If  so^  he  must  be  our  minis- 
ter non-resident  at  the  court  of  St.  -Petersburg:  for  it  is 
too  much  to  say  that  stopping  ten  days  at  that  city  would 
make  him,  in  legal  acceptation,  resident  there,  but  that 
six  months'  residence  in  England  will"  not  render  him  Ic- 
^Aly  a  non-resident  at  St.  Petersburg.  If,  then,  he  can 
be  our  minister  at  all,  he  must  be  our  non-resident  minis- 
ter. He  has  been  sent  to  St.  Petersbiu'gh  to  be  accredited 
thereby  liisImperiiU  Majesty;  and,  by  force  of  being  thus 
accredited,  we  are  gravely  told  by  tlie  Secretary  of  State 
tliat  he  lias  acquired  the  rights  and  powers  of  a  minister 
of  tlie  United  States,  wherever  lie  may  choose  to  reside. 
S>,  will  nations  admit  this  kind  of  non-resident,  this  mi- 
gratory mission,  this  diplomatic  gossipping^  This  doc- 
trine of  **  non-locality,"  so  essential,  in  the  Secretary's 
constitutional  creed,  to  tlie  existence  ofa  national  road,  he 
will  find  does  not  belong  to  the  character  of  a  resident 
public  minister,  and  really  has  no  place  among  nations, 
out  of  the  cal)iuet,  so  adroitly  conducted  by  himself. 

If  gentlemen  still  contend  that  Mr.  Randolph  is  our  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  non-resi- 
dent at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg,  they  must  contend 
that,  wheresoever  he  (loes  reside,  he  is  still  vested  with 
the  hi^h  diplomatic  qualities  and  attributes  which,  by  the 
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laws  of  nations,  belong  to  such  a  public  minister.  What 
are  these  ^  They  are  comprehended  in  two  very  expres- 
sive wonls— personal  inviolability.  Not  only  are  his  per* 
son  and  effects  exempted  from  all  legal  diligence,  but 
whoever  shall  treat  liim  with  insult  or  disrespect  is  liable 
to  be  punished.  A  public  minister  cannot  be  sued  for  a 
contract  or  a  trespass;  he  cannot  be  prcsecuted  for  a  fe- 
lony.  If  he  commit  homicide,  with  every  circumstance 
of  malice,  or  conspire  with  traitors  to  oyertlirow  tlie  Go- 
vernment to  which  he  is  sent,  be  can  neither  be  punished 
nor  prosecuted,  nor  even  questioned  concerning  thes6 
crimes.     Vattel  asserts? 

**  The  necessity  and  right  of  embassies  being  established, 
(see  chai>.  v,  of  this  book,)  the  perfect  security,  the  in- 
violability of  ambassadors  and  other  ministers,  is  a  certain 
consequence  of  it:  for,  if  their  person  be  not  defended 
from  violence  of  every  kind,  the  right  of  embassies  be- 
comes precarious,  and  success  very  uncertain.  A  ri^bt 
to  the  end  is  a  right  to  the  necessary  means.  Embassies, 
then,  being  of  such  great  importance  in  the  universal  so- 
ciety of  nations,  and  so  necessary  to  tlieir  common  well- 
being,  the  person  of  ministers  charg^  with  this  embassy 
is  to  be  sacred  and  inviolable  among  all  nations,  (see  book 
II,  §  218.)  Whoever  offers  any  violence  to  an  ambassador, 
or  any  other  public  minister,  not  only  injures  the  sovereign 
whom  this  mmister  represents,  but  he  also  hurts  the  com- 
mon safety  and  wellbeing  of  nations;  he  becomes  g^lty 
of  an  atrocious  crime  towards  the  whole  world." 

This  doctrine  is  further  confirmed: 

*  *  In  iine,  if  an  ambassador  could  be  indicted  for  common 
trespasses,  be  criminally  prosecuted,  taken  into  custody, 
punished;  if  lie  might  be  sued  in  civil  cases,  the  conse- 
quence will  often  be  that  ht  will  want  the  power,  leisure, 
or  freedom  of  mind,  which  his  master's  affairs  require. 
How  will  the  dignity  of  the  representation  be  supported 
in  such  a  subjection?  From  all  these  reasons,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  conceive  that  the  prince,  in  sending  an  ambassa- 
dor, or  any  other  minister,  intends  to  submit  him  to  tlie 
authority  of  aforeign'Powcr.  This  is  a  fresh  reason,  which 
fixes  the  independency  of  a  public  minister.  If  it  cannot 
be  reasonably  presumed  tliat  his  master  means  to  submit 
him  to  tlie  autnority  of  a  sovereign  to  whom  he  is  sent, 
this  sovereign,  in  receiving  the  minister,  consents  to  ad- 
mit him  on  the  footing  of  independency.  And  thus  tlicre 
subsists  between  the  two  princes  a  passive  convention, 
giving  a  new  force  to  the  natural  obligation." 

In  1567,  Leslie,  Bishop  of  Ross,  came  to  the  coui't  of 
Elizabetli,  as  ambassador  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  who 
was  then  detained  a  prisoner  by  her  royal  cousin.  This 
man,  in  taking  care  of  the  concerns  of  Mary,  conspired 
with  certain  English  noblemen  to  depose  Elizabeth,  and 
place  Mary  on  the  throne  of  England.  The  plot  was  dis- 
covered; tlic  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  otliers  were  executed 
for  treason;  but  though  Elizabeth  dared  aflervvards  to 
steep  her  liands  in  tlie  blood  of  her  royal  captive,  and 
tliereby  to  violate  all  other  laws,  human  and  divine,  she 
dared  not  violate  the  laws  of  nations,  by  punishing  tlie 
ambassador  of  the  unfortimate  Queen  of  Scotland.  In 
1584,  Mendozai.the  Spanish  amb.issador  in  England,- con* 
spired  to  dethrone  the  Queen,  by  introducing  foreign 
troops  into  the  country.  This  conspiracy  being  disco- 
vered, the  court  of  Elizabeth  took  the  opinions,  as  Ward 
tells  us,  of  the  celebrated  Albcrious  Gent'dis,  then  in  Eng- 
land, and  of  Hottoman,  in  France,  anotlicr  great  civili:in, 
concerning  the  manner  of  proceeding  against  Mendoza. 
**  They  both  asserted  tliat  an  ambassador,  tliough  a  con- 
spirator, cdkild  not  be  put  to  death,  but  must  be  remanded 
to  his  principal  for  punishment.  In  consequence  of  this, 
Mendoza  was  simply  ordered  to.  depart  the  realm,  and  a 
commission  sent  to  Spain  to  prefer  a  complaintagainsthim." 

Three  years  afterwards,  L'Aubaspine,  the  French  am- 
bassador, in  his  devotion  to  Mary,  conspired  not  only  to 
dcthraiWi  Init  to  MsMnttft  Eliuibetb.    He  actually  hired 
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a  ntffian  from  Newgate  to  peHbnn  this  deed  of  atrocity. 
Some  dtai^T^emcnt  concerning,  the  means  to  be  used  in- 
duced delay  in  the  execution,  and  led  to  a  discovery. 
When  the  ambassador  was  caUed  upon  for  examination, 
he  replied,  '*  I  will  hear  no  accusation  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  privilecpes  of  ambassadors;''  andthoue^h  Lord  Burleigh 
reproached  him  for  his  turpitude,  yet  the  English  court 
never  thought  of  trying  him  for  treason. — ^Waro,  314-15. 
Sir,  such  are  the  high  and  distinguishing  attributes  and 
characteristics  of  **ambasndors  and  other  public  minis- 
ters,** under  the  laws  of  nations.  These  immunities  and 
privileges  belong  to  Mr.  Randolph,  if  he  be  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  resident  at  the  court  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the 
Kmpcror  of  Russia,  or  in  any  part  of  his  territory.  We 
know,  however,  that  he  is  non-resident  there?  and  are 
we  prepared  to  say  that,  if  he  acquired  these  immunities 
by  his  visit  to  that  court,  and  his  being  accredited  there, 
he  now  carries  them  with  him  wherever  he  may  make  it 
his  pleasure  to  sojourn'  If  he  be  a  public  minister,  he 
has  these  immunities;  if  he  be  without  them,  then  is  he  no 
public  minister.  What  lawyer  in  this  House,  or  nation, 
or  indeed  in  the  civilized  world,  would  pledge  his  charac- 
ter upon  the  allegation  that  John  liandolph  might,  like 
tlie  Bishop  of  Ross,  Mcndoza,  and  L'Aubaspine,  poin  a 
conspiracy  to  dethrone  and  assassinate  the  sovereign  of 
England;  and,  like  them,  when  questioned  for  the  trea- 
son, allege  his  immunitfes  as  public  minister,  and  refuse 
to  «*  hear  any  accusation  to  the  preiudicc  of  tlie  privileges 
of  ambassadors?"  Sir,  the  ahsuraity  is  too  enormous  to 
be  entertained  W  any  man  of  sane  mind  and  ordinary  un- 
derstanding. If,  then,  he  have  not  these  immunities,  he 
is  not  a  public  minister  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  a 
mockery  of  the  nation  to  call  on  their  Representatives  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  payment  of  his  salary. 

We  are  not  to  suppose  that  a  public  ministec,  because 
he  is  exempted  from  legal  process  in  the  country  to  which 
he  is  sent,  is  therefore  not  amenable  to  any  laws  whatever 
for  any  part  of  his  conduct.  He  is  not  within  the  legal 
jurisdiction  of  the  country  where  he  is  accredited,  although 
at  the  capital  and  cotirt  of  the  sovereign,  and  protected 
by  his  wnole  civil  and  military  power:  but  he  carries  with 
him  the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  country;  and  it  is  because 
he  is,  by  force  of  the  laws  of  nations,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  his  own  country,  that  he  cannot  be  within  that  of 
the  country  where  he  is  accredited  and  received  as  a  pub- 
lic minister.  Those  who  travel  the  ocean  in  your  fleets 
of  ships  and  vessels,  either  the  mercantile  or  naval,  though 
their  "home  seems  to  be  on  the  deep,"  yet,  by  force  of 
law,  are  they  within  the  body  of  the  country  and  district 
of  our  country  from  which  they  departed  on  the  voyage, 
or  to  which  tliey  may  return  when  that  is  finished.  Their 
contracts,  or  trespasses,  or  crimes,  though  done  on  the 
deep  sea,  in  the  most  distant  ocean«  yet  are  within  the 
legal  jurisdiction  of  their  country.  In  like  manner,  your 
public  ministers,  to  whatever  court  you  send  them,  and 
wherever  they  are  accredited,  carry  with  them,  and  arc 
there  surrounded  by,  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie  United  States. 
The  highest  officer  of  justice  in  the  country  where  tliey 
are  received,  when  he  steps  over  the  threshold  of  their 
house,  becomes,  as  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  ordinary 
citizen;  and  the  imperial  State  warrant  in  his  pocket  is 
wliitened  into  blank  paper,  and  can  no  more  be  executed 
by  him  there  on  a  public  minister,  than,  if  he  stood  on  this 
i\oor,  with  the  same  warrant  in  his  hand,  he  could,  by 
virtue  of  it,  arrest  me  or  you,  Mr.  Speaker. 

I  have  not  spoken  without  authorities  on  tliis  subject. 
AVard  tells  us,  page  297: 

'*  An  anlbassador  neither  knows  nor  submits  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  to  which  he  is  sent;  he  gx>esnot  on  his  own 
account,  on  private  business,  or  private  pleasure,  but  as 
the  representative  of  another;  as  the  presentation  of  the 
dignity,  privileges,  power,  ond  rigHts  which  mh«n  would 


enjoy  had  they  continued  within  their  own  precincts.  And 
thus,  by  consent,  and  a  sense  of  mutual  advantage,  he  is 
allowed  to  represent  and  personify,  if  I  roav  so  call  it,  all 
these  high  privileges,  in  the  very  bosom  of' another  com- 
munityi  for  the  sake  of  transacting  better  the  whole  busi- 
ness of  the  world.** 

Vattel  says,  page  54S: 

'*  But  it  is  not  on  account  of  the  sacredncss  of  their  per^ 
sons  that  ambassadors  cannot  be  sued;  it  is  because  tliey 
do  not  depend  on  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country  whither 
they  are  sent:  and  the  solid  reasons  for  this  independency 
may  be  seen  above.  (92.)  Let  us  here  add  that  it  is  en* 
tirely  proper,  and  even  necessary^  that  an  ambassador 
should  not  be  liable  to  any  juridical  prosecution,  even  for 
a  civil  cause,  that  he  may  not  be  disturbed  in  the  exercise 
of  his  functions.** 

He  further  tells  us,  page  554: 

"The  independency  of  the  ambassador  would  be  very 
imperfect,  and  his  security  weakly  founded,  did  not  the 
house  in  which  he  lives  enjoy  an  entire  exemption,  so  as 
to  be  inaccessible  to  tlie  ordinary  officers  of  justice.  The 
ambastedor  might  be  disturbed  under  a  thousand  pre- 
tences; liis  secrets  might  be  discovered,  by  searching  hii 
papers;  and  his  person  exposed  to  insults.  Thu«,  all  the 
reasons  which  establish  his  independence  and  inviolability 
concur  likewise  to  secure  the  freedom  of  his  house.** 

This  independence  and  exemption  from  foreign  juris- 
diction belongs  to  the  public  functionary,  not  to  the  man; 
is  given  for  the  public,  and  not  for  his  own  benefit;  and, 
therefore,  cannot  be  laid  aside,  even  so  far  as  to  become 
a  party  in  a  suit,  while  he  continues  to  be  a  minister,  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  master.  To  this  effect,  Vattel  says 
page  549: 

«*  But  if  the  ambassador  will  partly  recede  from  his  in- 
dependency,  and  subject  himself  in  civil  affairs  to  the  juii^ 
diction  of  the  country,  he  unquestionably  may,  provided 
it  be  done  with  his  master's  consent;  but,- without  such  a 
consent,  the  ambassador  has  no  right  to  waive  privileges 
in  which  the  dignity  and  serviee  of  his  sovercigii  are  con- 
cerned— which  are  founded  on  tlie  master's  r;g:ijt5,  and 
made  for  his  ad^nnlage,  and  not  for  that  of  the  miiibier.' 

Has  Mr.  Randolph  carried  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  with  him  into  England?  and  does  that  jurisdicton 
now  surround  him,  as  it  does  each  one  of  us,  and  exclude 
from  his  person,  his  effects,  and  his  house,  all  £ngli» 
jurisdiction  ?  The  case  of  the  Russian  ambassador  in  Eng- 
land is  in  point.  It  happened  in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne, 
1707.  The  Russian  ambassador  at  her  court  was  arrested 
in  the  street  for  debt,  taken  out  of  his  coach,  and  wrried 
by  the  tipstaff  to  a  common  spunging-house,  and  detained 
there  until  he  was  bailed  by  tiie  Earl  of  Feveraham.  By 
the  laws  of  England,  these  proceedings  against  the  ambas- 
sador were  void,  but  no  adequate  punishment  had  been 
by  law  provided  for  such  offenders.  Ward  tells  us  on  thw 
subject,  pages  299,  300,  301,  that  on  this  occaiion  the 
statute  7  Anne,  c.  12,  was  enacted;  that 

*  'The  preamble,  however,  having  merely  obscnedtbat 
the  Muscovite  ambassador  had  been  taken  out  of  his  coach 
by  violence,  in  contempt  of  the  protection  granted  by  Her 
Majesty,  without  taking  notice  of  the  breach  of  the  law  ot 
nations,  *  which  is  superior  and  antecedent  to  all  munici- 
pal laws,'  the  foreign  ministers  in  London  met  again  toge- 
ther, and  procured  the  addition  of  these  words:  *  Coiitraiy 
to  the  law  of  nations^  and  in  prejudice  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  ambassadors,  and  other  public  ministers 
authorized  and  received  as  such,  have  at  all  times  bfen 
thereby  possessed  of,  and  which  ought  to  be  kept  sacred 
and  inviolable.'  With  this  act  of  Parliament,  ckpniij 
engrossed,  and  an  apology  for  not  being  able  to  pi:ni:^ 
the  persona  of  those  who  had  affronted  his  minister,  tlie 
Czar,  who  had  first  insisted  upon  their  deaths,  w"  *^ 
length  induced  to  be  content;  andf  thus  ended  this  delate 
affair," 
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Should  Mr.  Randolph,  like  the  Ruftstnrt  minister  at  the 
court  of  Queen  Anne^  be  artcsled  for  debt,  and  carried 
to  a  spunging4iouse  for  lack  of  bail,  could  he  Chum  pro-^ 
tection  as  an  enVoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  >  Sir,  that  statute  was  pro- 
Sided  for  tho6e  *^  ministers  who  were  authorized  and 
receired  as  such,'^  not  in  oth«r  countries,  but  in  Enrland. 
Thi9  g'entleman  can  take  no  protection  under  it.  He  has 
libandoned  the  jurisdiction  of  yie  United  States  for  that  of 
England;  the  high  immunities  and  labors  of  a  public  minis- 
ter for  the  commrts  and  retirement  of  a  private  gentleman, 
in  some  farm-house  or  inconsiderable  inn  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk.  The  Ametican  arms  and  ensign  he  has  eitlier 
never  placed  over  the  door,  or  he  has  ordered  them  to  be 
pulled  down  and  thrown  into  the  garret.  Who  can  point 
out  the  place  to  the  American  cttizen  where  the  American 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  non- 
resident at  Russia  may  now  be  founds  Will  gentlemen 
further  contend  that,  by  some  new  fiction  of  diplomatic 
law,  he  is  still  our  minister,  and  that  we  are  bound,  in 
behalf  of  the  nation,  to  make  this  appropriation  for  his 
salary? 

There  is  another  view  of  tliis  part  of  the  question,  which 
truth  and  justice  do  not  penhit  me  to  pass  by  in  silence. 
I.ct  the  admission  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  such  a  minister  may,  by  the  laws  of  rations,  be 
accredited  and  received  by  a  foreign  Power,  if  so,  he 
must  have  been  nominated  and  appointed  as  a  minister  of 
that  character.  Any  sovereign  State  may  send  abroad, 
and  liave  received,  several  different  kinds  of  public  minis- 
ters, llie  first  in  rank  is  the  ambassador.  He  is  not  only 
a  mandatory,  as  all  others  are,  but  he  is  also  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  sovereignty  wliich  sends  liim;  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  sovereign  receiving,  he  stands,  as  one 
king  does  in  the  presence  of  another,  without  uncovering 
his  head.  The  envoy  is  anotlier  g^dc  of  minister,  and  is 
chargcrd  with  the  doing  of  some  particular  act,  which, 
when  he  has  finished,  he  returns  home.  Resident  minis- 
ters are  in  rank  below  envoys,  and  arc  charged  with  such 
relations  of  their  €rovernments  where  Ihey  reside,  as  re- 
quire the  constant  attention  of  some  mandatory  or  agent 
for  their  care  and  supervision.  The  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  is  a  high  mandatory,  empow- 
ered to  do  whatever  may  be  done  oy  any  other  minister, 
except  the  representation  of  the  sovereignty  which  has 
sent  him  abroad.  He  is  inferior  in  rank  to  none  but  the 
ambassador.  Commissioners  are  sent  out  on  special  agen- 
cies, and  are  received  ami  accrc<lited  as  ministers  of  an 
infeHbr  grade.  The  charge  d'affaires  is  accredited  as 
s'lch,  and  takes  the  duties,  though  not  the  rank,  of  resi- 
dent minister. 

If,  sir,  in  addition  to  all  these,  foreign  courts  could  ac- 
credit and  receive  non-restdent  ministers,  or  such  as  might 
re  r.de  either  at  such  courts,  or  wherever  else  they  might 
choose,  and  continue  to  be  ministers  wherever  they  might 
go  6r  reside,  then  *is  it  not  manifest  that  they  must  Have 
been  designated  as  ministers  of  this  character,  both  in  their 
appointment  and  in  their  commission?  The  nomination 
made  by  the  President  to  the  Senate,  is  the  foundation  of 
the  mission,  and  it  must  fully  set  forth  the  name  of  the 
man  to  be  sent,  the  place  to  which  he  is  to  be  sent, 
the  purpose  for  which  he  is  sent,  and  the  ministerial 
character  of  him  who  is  to  be  sent.  Without  all  these, 
how  can  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  his  appoint- 
ment? Accordingly  we  find  that  the  President  made  this 
nomination  with  all  these  distinguishing  characteristics. 

••Tuesday,  May  25,  I830.r-The  following  message  was 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr. 
Doiielson,  his  Secretary: 

**To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States:  Gentlemen:  I 
nominate  John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke,  Virgfinia,  to  be  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
rnited  Stntes  at  the  cotirt  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the 


ftmperor  of  Russis,  in  the  pkcc  of  Henry  Middleton,  of 
South  Carolina,  recalled." 

Was  this  man  nominated  to  be  minister  at  the  court  of 
his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  else- 
where? No,  sir,  it  was  at,  in  place  of  Mr.  Middleton;  and 
at  that  place  only.  If,  therefore,  a  non-reodent  minister 
coultl)  oy  the  laws  of  nations,  be  sent  abroad,  or  could 
have  been  advised  and  consented  to  by  the  Senate,  Mr. 
lUndolph  could  not  have  been  so  sent,  for  he  was  not  so 
nominated.  Did  Uie  Senate  advise  or  consent  %o  this  gen*  • 
tieman's  appointment  to  any  other  ministerial  office  than 
tliat  to  which  he  was  nominated?   Let  the  record  answer: 

"  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  nomi- 

*  nating  John  Randolph  to  office;  and, 

**Jitsohed,  That  they  do  advise  and  consent  to  the  ap- 
<pointment  of  John  Randolph,agreeably  tohis  nomination." 
'  If  the  President  shall,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  appoint  public  ministers,  then  the 
appointment  of  this  man  could  not  differ  from  the  nomina- 
tion made  by  the  President,  and  the  advice  and  consent 
thereupon  had  and  given  by  the  Senate.  If,  then,  he 
might  nave  been  accredited  and  received  at  the  court  of 
his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  as  a  non-re- 
sident minister,  he  could  not  have  been  so  sent,  for  ho 
was  not  so  appointed. 

After  this  gentleman  had  been  nominated,  conftnned, 
and  appointed  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  the  Kmperor 
of  Russia,  could  his  commission  differ  from  his  appoint- 
ment? Could  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  Uiis  record, 
make  out  and  deliver  to  him  a  commission  as  aml>asiador, 
and  thus  send  this  peculiar  gentleman  to  the  most  splen- 
did court  in  Europe,  to  represent  the  entire  sovereignty 
of  these  United  States;  an  office  of  honor  and  high  dignity, 
which  has  never  hitherto  been,  by  this  Government,  con- 
ferred on  any  of  those  talented  and  highly  accomplished 
statesmen,  who,  as  public  ministers,  have  gone  abroad 
from  this  country?  If,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  a  non-re- 
sident minister  could  be  received  by  a  foreign  Power, 
could  this  gentleman,  under  this  appointment,  receive  the 
commission,  and  enjoy  the  immunities  of  such  a  minister? 
Appointed  minister  at  the  Russian  court,  could  he,  honest- 
ly, and  according  to  the  recortl,  have  been  commissioned 
at  tlut  court,  and  elsewhere*  I  beg  leave  to  read  the 
formula  in  like  cases,  (1  vol,  Lym.p  addressed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  the  appointed  mmister.  **  Sir,  with 
this  letter,  (among  other  thines,)  you  will  receive,  1st,  a 
commission  as  envoy  extraor<Enary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary. 3.  A  letter  of  credenee  to  the  King.  S.  A  pass« 
port  for  yourself  and  family."  Has  the  Secretary  given 
him  such  a  commission?  Beyond  question,  he  has  given 
it.  This  is  not  all.  He  tells  us  in  the  message,  under  the 
name  of  the  President,  that  he  has  also  given  him  a  com- 
mission at  the  court  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  clse^ 
where.  If  this  be  true,  and  Mr.  Randolph  is  now  travel- 
ling or  sojourning  under  it,  he  has  abandoned  the  appoint- 
ment made  by  the  Preadeiit,  under  advisement  of  the 
Senate,  and  has  ceased  to  be  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  that  court;  and,  if  he  be  a  minister  at  all,  he  is  a  minister 
elsewhere;  and,  as  such,  is  literally  the  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotenfiary  of  the  Secretary,  not  of 
the  President  and  Senate,  or  of  the  nation. 

The  same  difficulties  must  have  attended  this  mission 
at  the  Russian  court.  The  credentials  given  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph must  show  his  ministerial  character;  and  in  that 
character  alone  could  he  have  l)een  received  by  tlie  Em- 
peror.    So  we  arc  told  by  Vattel,  page  523 — 

'*  Among  the  several  characters  established  by  custom, 

*  it  is  in  the  sovereign's  choice  with  which  he  will  invest 

*  his  minister;  and  the  character  of  the  minister  is  made 

<  kno  kvn  in  the  credentials  which  he  delivers  to  the  sove* 
'  reign  to  whom  he  is  sent.     Letters  of  credence  are  the 

<  instruments  which  authorize  and  establish  the  minister 
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*  in  Ills  character  with  the  prince  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
« dressed.  If  this  prince  receives  the  minister,  he  can 
« receive  him  only  in  the  quality  attributed  to  him  in  his 
« credentials.  Th'ey  are,  as  it  were,  his  general  letter  of 
•attorney,  his  mandate  patent,  mandaium  manifestum,'* 

Had  tliis  gentleman  two  sets  of  credentiaLj,  two  com- 
missions, and  did  he  exhibit  them  both  to  the  Emperor^ 
Did  he,  in  fact,  tell  his  Majesty,  «« Your  summer  is  too 
hot— your  winter  will  be  too  cold.  The  fur  which  has 
warmed  a  bear,  may  warm  a  Bussian  monarch,  but  it  can 
never  warm  me.  My  constitution  is  worn  out  in  the  pub- 
lic ser^'ice.  I<«hall  be  sick — ^I  am  sick.  I  must  reside 
elsewhere,  any  where,  in  England,  in  France,  in  a  more 
genial  climate  than  that  of  your  l^Iajesty's  capital."  It  is 
too  much  to  be  supposed,  even  of  Mr.  Randolph.  He 
presented  his  at  credentials  and  commission,  llis  else- 
where credentials  and  commission  were  retained  for  use 
when  he  should  arrive,  I  know  not  where,  but  certainly 
elsewhere. 

Sir,  our  law  has  been  evaded;  tlie  constitution  has  been 
evaded;  the  laws  of  nations  have  been  evaded j  the  Pre- 
sident, tlic  Senate,  and  our  imperial  friend,  have  been 
deceived,  and  the  minister  himself,  suiTering  himself  to  be 
made  a  party  to  this  imposition,  has  fallen  into  the  devices 
of  the  Secretary;  has  been  by  him  got  out  of  the  country 
on  a  mission,  illegal,  void,  and  nugatory;  and  is  now,  the 
deplorable  dupe  of  State  artifice,  cruisuig  about  Europe, 
like  some  contraband  trader,  under  a  double  commission, 
and  with  two  sets  of  papers. 

Will  it  be  contended  by  the  supporters  of  tliis  appro- 
priation, that  this  gentleman  will,  after  months  of  recess 
from  the  public  service  at  the  Russian  court,  return 
thither,  and  by  years  of  efficient  labor  eflace  all  memory 
of  this  interval  of  idleness  and  neglect?  What  cause,  sir, 
have  we  to  believe  that  he  will  ever  return  to  St.  Peters- 
burg? Observe  what  the  Secretary  has  told  us  in  tlie 
message:  '*[f,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  his 
health  should  be  such  as  to  justify  him  in  doing  so,  he 
will  rcp.itr  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  resume  the  discharge 
of  his  official  duties."  This  does  not  affirm  that  he  will 
return;  it  affirms  that  '*  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  may  be  well 
enough  to  do  so."  According  to  the  message,  a  want  of 
health  took  him  away  from  that  court.  Different  reasons 
were  given  for  those  facts  by  the  official  papers.  By  the 
Richmond  Official,  the  summer  heat  compelled  his  depar- 
ture; by  the  Official  in  this  city,  the  approaching  cold  of 
the  then  coming  winler  drove  him  to  seek  a  more  genial 
climate.  In  Russia,  summed  is  said  tp  burst  from  tlie 
fi-ozen  bosom  of  winter,  like  a  slieet  of  flame  from  Mount 
Uecla,  and  to  spread  its  warming,  blaxing,  burning  influ- 
ence at  once  over  tlie  whole  region.  At  times,  so  interne 
is  the  temperature,  that  the  pine  forests  take  fire  from  tlie 
heat  of  the  atmosphere,  I  have  read  a  Russian  traveller, 
who  says  vegetation  is  so  rapid,  that,  on  a  soil  thawed  not 
more  than  one  foot  deep,  the  groimd  is  ploughed,  tlie 
wheat  sown,  grown,  ripened,  and  harvested  in  six  weeks. 
Winter  comes  on  the  country  as  summer  came,  extinguish- 
ing, at  once,  the  heat  of  the  air  and  earth,  by  throwing 
down  and  spreading  out  one  vast  sheet  of  snow,  from 
Cronstadt  to  Kamtscaatka.  The  genial  and  joyous  airs  of 
spring,  the  sober  and  gladsome  sunshines  and  shades  of 
autumn,  known  under  the  Italian  skies  of  Virginia,  have 
never  visited,  and  never  can  visit,  a  Russian  climate.  Un- 
less, therefore,  tins  gentleman  can  visit  Russia  in  summer, 
when  he  has  been  compelled  to  leave  it,  or  in  winter, 
when  he  dares  not  approach  it,  he  cannot  return  again  to 
St.  Petersburg.  What  re^on  had  the  Secretary  for  the 
hopes  expressed  in  the  message,  that  Uie  renovated  health 
of  Mr.  Randolpli  might  induce  him  to  retum  ?  Permit  me 
to  quote  from  one  of  iits  speeches,  delivered  on  this  floor 
little  more  than  two  years  ago. 

*'Sir,  what  can  the  country  do  for  me?     As  for  power, 

*  what  charm  can  it  have  for* one  like  me'     If  power  had 


*  been  my  object,  I  must  have  been  less  sagacious  than 

*  my  worst  enemies  have  represented  me  to  be,  if  I  had 

<  not  obtained  it.  •  •  •  •  -       • 

*  Was  it  office?  What,  sir,  to  drudge  in  your  labonto- 
'  ries  in  the  departments,  or  be  at  the  tail  of  your  corps 
'  diplomatique  in  Europe !  (Exiled  to  Siberia.)    Alas!  sir, 

*  in  my  condition,  a  cup  of  cold  water  would  be  more  ac- 
'  ccptable.     What  can  the  country  give  me  that  I  do  not 

*  possess  in  the  confidence  of  such  constituents  as  no  man 
'ever  had  before?    I  caa  retire  to  mv  old  patrimonial 

<  ti'ees,  where  I  may  see  toe  sun  rise  and  set  in  peace.    * 

*  •  I  shall  retire  upon  my  resources—I  wiB 

<  go  back  to  the  bosom  of  my  constituents.        •      •     • 

*  And  shall  I  g^ve  up  them  and  tliis?    And  for  what^  For 

*  the  heartless  amusements  and  vapid  pleasures  and  tar- 
'  nished  honors  of  this  abode  of  splendid  misery,  of  shabby 
« splendor?  for  a  clerkship  in  the  War  Office,  or  a  foreign 

*  mission,  to  dance  attendance  abroad  instead  of  at  home 
« — or  even  for  a  department  itself?     Sir,  thirty  yean 

*  make  sad  changes  in  man.  •  •  •        • 

*  I  feel  that  I  hang  to  existence  by  a  single  hair— that  the 

*  sword  of  Damocles  is  suspended  over  me." 

Will  tliis  gentleman,  think  you,  return  to  Russia,  hang- 
ing to  existence  by  a  single  hair?  Will  he  travel  from 
region  to  region  of  Europe,  with  this  sword  of  Damocles 
dangling^ver  liis  head  by  a  tie,  equally  attenuated.'  Ne- 
ver, sir,  never;  and  if  he  never  do  return,  as  he  most 
certainly  never  will,  when  does  his  mission  end,  if  it  did 
not  end  when  he  left  the  Russian  coui*t?  If  tliis  mission 
ever  had  a  legal  beginning,  when,  or  by  what  acta  may  it 
be  ended?  Vattel  has  told  us,  page  559,  that  all  missions 
end:  firet,  when  tlie  minister  is  recalled;  second,  when  he 
is  dismissed;  third,  when  he  has  finished  the  business  on 
which  he  was  sent;  and  fourth,  in  a  word,  whenevei^  he  is 
obliged  to  go  away,  on  any  account  whatever,  his  functions 
cease.  By  the  laws  of  nations,  which  we  cannot  control^ 
his  mission  was  at  an  end  when  «*  he  went  away"  from 
the  court  and  country  to  which  he  was  appointed  and  sent; 
and  neither  the  mandate  of  the  Secretary,  nor  congress- 
ional enactment,  can  continue  him  a  minister  one  moment 
after  he  has,  by  the  laws  of  nations,  ceased  to  be  one. 
Can  we  then  appropriate  money  for  the  salary  of  such  a 
minister?  Not  unless  we  make  ourselves  parties  to  this 
imposition;  and,  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  guaranty  this 
fraudulent  diplomacy. 

Gentlemen  may  place  this  salary  on  the  ground  of  a 
quantum  meruit,  and  tell  us  Mr.  Randolph  is  entitled  to 
receive  it,  and  we  are  bound  to  make  the  appropriation, 
because  lie  has  performed  services  at  Russia,  for  which  he 
deserves  to  have  this  compensation.  What  services  was 
it  intended  he  should  perform;  what  in  fact  did  he  per- 
form; what,  in  so  short  a  time,  could  he  perform?  \^e 
are  told  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Coramittce  en 
Foreign  Relations,  [Mr.  AMCHKB,]and  no  man  ever  doubt* 
hLs  candor  and  correctness,  that  Mr.  Itandolph  did  not 
perform  what  he  was  sent  out  to  do.  However  nuMiton- 
ous  tliat  might  be  when  done,  he  surely  does  not  deserve 
any  compensation  for  not  doing  it.  How  did  this  gcnlle- 
man  represent,  when  presented  at  that  court,  the  form 
and  body  of  our  national  character,  by  his  appcaraiKc, 
his  manners,  conversation,  and  intercourse  with  the  im- 
perial family,  the  court,  and  foreign  ministers  then  and 
there  representing  the  various  sovereignties  of  Europe 
and  Asia?  I  could  give  the  history  of  this  ten  days*  this, 
which  will,  in  our  Russian  diplomacy,  be  called  tlie  vme 
of  Randolph;  I  could  give  it  from  the  roost  authentic  tes- 
timonials;  not  from  rumor,  but  from  the  voice  of  honor- 
able, intelligent  men,  who,  being  there  at  the  time,  have 
since  returned  to  Uiis  country,  and  from  letters  with  whxn 
the  Russian  correspondence  of  our  Atlantic  cities  has 
been  crowded.  All  these  speak  but  one  langua^r^,  ci* 
press  but  one  feeling — the  irrepressible  feeling  of  \v*^u»it  • 
cd  and  mortified  patriotism.     All  lliesc,  instead  of  iin'^' 
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ingp  merit  in  this  man's  diplomatic  achievements,  look  on 
them  with  unutterable  anguish;  and  have  no  consoUtion 
under  the  g^bes  and  jeerings  of  foreign  nations^  but  the 
memoiy  of  the  past,  when  the  dignified  chai'acter  of  our 
republic  was  represented  in  Europe  by  Franklin,  Jay, 
Adams,  Livingston,  Jefferson,  and  Pinckney.  Nothing, 
sir,  but  national  pride  has  wiUiholden  this  narrative  from 
the  ear  of  the  world;  for  who  would  give  a  tongue  to  ob- 
loquy against  liis  own  coimtry?  I  will,  in  silence,  pass 
over  the  doings  of  this  gentleman's  ten  days  of  diplomacy; 
nor  would  I  have  alluded  to  them,  did  not  his  friends 
draw  on  these  very  doings  as  a  fund  of  merit,  entitling 
him  to  this  compensation.  The  doings  of  ten  days !  Wha  t, 
sir,  could  he  do  in  that  time  ?  Why,  in  that  time  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  Russian  tailor  could  scarcely  have  reduced 
the  rigid  outline  of  tliis  man  into  the  exterior  of  diplo- 
macy. He  performed  services  for  his  country  in  that 
brief  period!  Caesar,  with  the  eagle  ,wing  of  pursuit, 
and  the  lion  strength  of  conquest,  overrun  Bytliiiiia,  and 
subdued  tlie  son  of  tlie  ^eat  Mithridates  in  a  few  weeks. 
This  conqueror  might,  m  the  confidence  of  frlcnclsliip, 
venture,  with  poetic  license,  to  write  to  his  associate  at 
Rome,  **vcni,  vidi,  via.**  Should  our  Russian  envoy 
write  the  history  of  his  ten  days,  he  might,  without  pocti'y, 
place  all,  for  which  he  can  have  any  claim  on  his  country, 
in  as  few,  and  almost  the  same  words;  vent,  vidi,  abivi, 
W(^uld  fill  up  the  whole  quantum  m$ruit  of  his  mission. 

If  it  be  contended  that  tliis  gentleman  is  entitled  to  a 
fro  rata  compensation  for  the  time  spent  in  going  to  Rus- 
sia, and  while  there,  as  freight  is  apportioned  and  paid, 
when  a  cargo  is,  by  casualty,  transported  a  piu't  only  of 
the  voyage,  I  am  ready  to  agree  that  this  alone  is  tlie 
ground  on  wliicb  any  tiling  whatever  can  be  claimed. 
This,  however,  will  fad,  if  the  mission  be,  in  its  inception, 
cmira  jus  gentium;  and  therefore  void.  If  there  be  any 
part  of  this  mission  sound  and  legal;  if  this  gpentlcman  has 
believed  he  was,  in  good  fidth,  in  the  public  service,  in 
the  name  of  justice  let  him  be  paid  for  all  that  time,  al- 
though nothing  was  efiectcd  beneficial  to  the  nation.  On 
this  ground  I  am  ready  to  support,  though  I  cannot  move 
to  make  any  modification  of  tlie  motion  under  considera* 
tion. 

Last  of  all,  I  come  to  inquire  whether  tliis  salary  can  be 
due,  because  this  mission,  and  tlie  conduct  of  the  minister 
under  it,  may  be  especially  beneficial  to  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Was  this  gentleman  appointed  witli  any  view  or 
expectation  that  he  could  render  diplomatic  services  at 
the  court  of  Russia?  Surely  not.  For,  in  the  first  place, 
the  performance  of  such  services  required  his  residence 
at  the  Russian  court.  This  is  evident  from  tlie  nature  of 
those  services,  as  may  be  seen  from  reading  the  ordlnaiy 
instructions  to  all  resident  ministers;  Lyman's  Diplomacy, 
vol.  1,  pages  15,  16,  17: 

"Among  the  most  important  general  duties  of  a  mlnis- 
*ter  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  is  that  of 

*  transmitting  to  his  Government  accurate  information  of 
'  tlie  policy  and  views  of  the  Government  to  wliich  he  is 
'accredited,  and  of  the  character  and  vicissitudes  of  its 

*  important  relations  with  otlier  European  Powers.  I'o 
'  acquire  this  information,  and  particularly  to  discriminate 
'  between  tliat  which  is  authentic,  and  that  which  is  spu- 
'rious,  requires  steady  and  impartial  observation,  a  free 

*  though  cautious  correspondence  with  the  other  minis- 
'tcrs  of  the  United  States  abroad,  and  friendly,  social  re- 
flations with  the  members  of  tlie  diplomatic  body  at  the 
'  sam*  court. 

'*  In  your  correspondence  witli  tliis  department,  besides 

*  the  current  general  and  particular  politics  of  the  counlry 

*  where  you  are  to  reside,  you  will  be  mindful,  so  flir  as 
'you  may  find  it  convenient,  to  collect  and  transmit  infor- 
Mnation  of  every  kind,  relating  to  the  Government,  finan- 
'ces,  commerce,  arts,  sciences,  and  condition  of  the  nation, 

*  which  is  not  already  known,  and  may  be  made  use  f'ul  to 


'our  country.  Books  of  travels,  containing  statistical 
'  or  other  information  of  political  importance,  historical 
'  works,  not  before  in  circulation,  authentic  maps,  pub- 
'  lished  by  authority  of  the  State,  or  distinguished  by  ex- 
'traordinary  reputation,  and  publications  of  new  and  usc- 
'  ful  discoveries — will  always  be  acceptable  acquisitions  to 
•this  department.'* 

"  Among  the  ordinary  functions  of  an  American  minister 

*  in  Europe,  is  that  of  giving  passports  to  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States,  who  apply  for  them.     They  sometimes 

*  receive  applications  for  such  passports  from  the  subjects 
'  of  ether  countries;  but  as  these  are  not  regularly  valid, 

*  they  should  be  granted  only  under  special  circumstances, 
'  as  may  sometimes  occur  in  the  case  of  foreigners  coming 
'to  the  United  States." 

Do  not  these  labors  require  residence  at  the  court  of  his 
Imperial  Majesty?  Look  into  the  published  diplomatic 
correspondence  of  our  former  ministers.  What  treasures 
of  information!  What  monuments  of  ability,  labor,  and 
diligence! 

Tliis  gentleman  could  not  reside  at  the  Russian  capital. 
Neither  his  heaUii,  his  coni>titution,  his  age,  nor  the  cli- 
mate, would  permit  such  residence.  As  well  might  the 
Secretary  have  plucked  up  one  of  his  patrimonial  oaks, 
and  transplanted  it  on  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  with  any 
expectation  that  it  might  Uike  root  there,  and  live,  and 
Houribh  in  the  summer  heats  and  winter  storms  of  Russia. 

So  utterly  out  of  the  question  was  all  expectation  of 
public  service  from  tlie  appointment  of  this  f^"entlem.in, 
that  although  it  must  have  been  known  such  service  could 
not  be  rendered  without  residence,  yet  he  received  full 
permission  to  leave  the  court  and  empire  of  Russia,  and 
reside  wiiercver  he  might  choose  to  reside. 

Mr.  Randolph  waif  of  all  men,  the  last  which  a  wise 
and  judicious  pol.cy  would  have  selected  to  represent 
tlic  interests  of  our  nation  at  the  Russian  court,  lie  had 
publicly  expressed  opinions  concerning  that  cf)urt  and 
the  imperial  faniily,  mo.Ht  derogatory  and  degradijig.  Suf- 
fer me  to  read  these  opinions,  from  Qiia  of  his  spveclus, 
published  under  his  own  corrections  and  supervisal,  in 
Gales  and  Seaton's  Register  of  Debates,  volume  2,  part 
1,  page  392-3. 

'*  Now,  sir,  tlie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  is  so  ex- 
tremely unreasonable  as  to  wish — he  will  bear  with  my 
reproof,  I  hope — as  to  wish  to  break  the  lineal  succession 
of  our  monarclis,  and  to  reduce  us  to  sometliing  like  the 
barbarism  of  Russia,  where  they  have  not  yet  perfected 
themselves  in  the  A  K  C  of  legitimacy;  a  regular  indefea- 
sible succession  of  tyrants;  although  they  claim  the  head 
of  the  table  of  the  holy  alliance— rwbere  tlieie  is  hardly 
one  inst4nce  of  the  hneal  heir  succeeding  to  the  tliroiie 
without  regicide  and  parricide,  (which  the  c;ise  implies,) 
fro.n  the  time  wliea  Muscovy  hrst  became  a  European 
Power— from  the  time  of  Peter'  Alexiovitch,  (or  Alcxlo- 
witz,  as  I  was  taught  in  my  youth  tb  call  him,)  who,  was 
the. slayer  of  his  son,  and  wlio  transmitted  his  power  to 
Catharine,  the  Livonian  peasant  girl,  first  his  strumpet, 
then  his  chamberlain's,  then  an  Empress;  whom  I  have 
lieard  more  than  once  confounded  with  her  namcsalie 
Catharine,  Princess  of  Anhalt,  the  second  of  that  name, 
who,  by  the  murder  of  her  husband,  Peter  Sd,  usurjicd 
the  throne.  With  some  *  variation  of  the  mode,  not  of 
the  measure,'  it  is  the  case  in  this  our  daj  of  Con.stantine 
Ciciar-ovitch — which  means,  I  believe,  Fitz-C;csar — as  it 
was  with  his  father,  Paul  Petrovitcli,  aail  v/it!\  iiis  father, 
Peter,  tlie  son  of  somebody-— nobody  knows  wlio — who 
went  before  Paul,  not  by  the  same  instrument;  no,  sir.  In 
the  case  of  Peter,  the  red-hut  poker — the  acuial  cautene 
— supplied  the  place  of  tiic  new  Pahlen-tic  of  the  twisted 
cravat' — a  la  Pichei^ru—tind  it  was  only  the  day  after  the 
news  anived  of  the  deliverance  of  the  world  from  t!ic 
autociacy  oi"  Alexaiider  the  Deliverer — ^as  well  as  1  re- 
nunib^i  the  (bite — I  know  that  it  was  on  tlic-9ih  o<  Fehru- 
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ary — tlirec  days  before  the  unavoidable  departure  of  my 
colleague,  tliat  I  «nfleavored,  and,  as  [  then  thought  not 
without  some  show  of  success,  to  impress  the  Senate  with 
the  important  bearing  of  the  recent  event  at  Taganrcck 
(recent  as  to  us)  upon  the  new,  wild,  dangerous,  and,  as 
1  fear,  fatal  policy,  now,  for  tlie  first  time,  if  not  announc* 
ed,  attempted  to  be  practised  upon  by  this  rash  and  feeble 
administration.  Elizabeth  and  Bui'Ieigh  were  cautious 
and  powerful.  The  Stuarts  and  the  Buckinghams  profli- 
gate, feeble,  and  rash.  It  was  then  that  I  forewarned  the 
Senate  that  the  red-hot  poker  of  some  Orloff  the  Balafre, 
or  Orloflti  the  other  favorite — (it  was  a  regular  household 

appointment  of  Catharine  la  Grande somewhat 

irregularly  filled  occasionally — a  la  Cossaque.)  It  was  on 
that  day  that  I  suggested  to  the  Senate-that  the  poker  or 
the  bowstring  of  a  Zuboff,  or  the  something  else  of  some- 
body else — some  other  Russian  in  off — the  instrument  and 
the  mute  nearest  at  hand  in  the  Caprxan  styes  of  tyranny 
and  lust — Vvus  ready  to  despatcli  this  new  successor  of  the 
Tsars — of  tl\e  Constiintines — of  the  Byzantine  Cxsars. 

<*But,  sir,  I,  the  common  libeller  of  gveat  and  good 
men,  did  injustice  to  both  these  legitimates;  to  St.  Nicho- 
las and  to  Cxsarovitcli.  I  thought  too  ill  of  one  of  them, 
and  too  well  of  tlie  other.  I  thought  that  Commodus  would 
*  show  fi^jht.'  But,  sir,  let  us  not  despair  of  the  Russian. 
In  spite  of  Montesquieu's  sneer,  he  •  can  feel*  for  a  brother, 
at  least,  even  although  he  be  not  Rayed  alive;  except  now 
and  tl^M,  under  the  autocracy  of  the  knout.  He  has  not,  in- 
deed, yet  learned  *  to  make  revolutions  with  rose-water' 
— that  is  the  political  philosopher's  stone,  which  is  yet  in 
tlie  womb  of  time,  to  be  brought  forth  by  some  mo^lern 
.^It'cottcfier-rtformer.  But  he  shows  signs  of  capability 
that  are  quite  encouraging.  116  cannot,  indeed,  redeem 
his  paper,  neither  can  the  bank  of  Kentncky  redeem  its 
paper;  but  tlie  red-hot  poker  is  replaced  by  a  box  of 
sweetmeats — the  bowstring  by  a  medal  hung  around 
the  neck — the  baili^-e,  not  of  death,  but  of  idiocy  and 
cowardice.  Commodus  is  brave  nowhere  but  in  the 
arena,  willi  kittens,  and  puppy  dogs,  and  women,  for  his 
ap.tai^onists;  a  vci*rtal)le  master  Thomas  Nero  — see  Ho- 
gartli's  progress  of  cruelly.  A  Ukase,  backed  by  a  hob- 
by-])or.se,  or  a  medal,  and  a  bqx  of  swectmcr^ts;  goody 
goodies,  as  the  overgrown  children  say,  is  the  fuH  conside- 
ration paid,  Ijad,  and  received,  far  the  surrender  of  the  au- 
tocratical crown  of  the  largest  empire  in  the  world,  and 
some  say  tlie  most  powerful — of  the  proud  eminence  of  the 
umpire  of  Kurope.  How  vastly  amiable  and  sentimental! 
A  Ukase  now  docs  what  was  formerly  done  with  a  red-hot 
poker,  or  a  bowstring;  a  Ukase,  with  a  most  afTectionate 
fraternal  letter,  a  box  of  sweetmeats,  a  hobby-horse,  or  a 
medal — as  we,  in  our  barbarous,  slave-holding  country,  do 
sometimes  hang  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  round  a  child's  neck 
to  keep  it  in  good  humor — ^all  cooled,  however,  witii  the 
blood  of  a  few  real  adherents  to  legitimacy — in  the  per- 
son i  of  the  guards  of  the  Empire,  faithful  among  the 
faithless — to  make  the  charm  firm  and  good.  Would  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  reduce  us  to  worse  than 
tliis  Russian  barbarism?" 

This  vulgar  ribaldry  was  spoken  by  this  man  in  open 
Senate;  the  European  ministers,  the  Russian  minister, 
weic  or  ml[i;ht  have  been  present.  The  speech,  such  as 
1  have  read  it,  wtv3  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  was 
(ioiibtless,  aj  a  part  of  the  poUtlcal  transactions  of  the 
Ui\ited  bUitcs,  transmitted  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  by 
his  minister  then  in  this  country.  After  this,  who  could 
have  selected  this  man  as  an  accomplished  statesman,  to 
represent  this  American  Government  at  the  Russian  court, 
with  any  hope  or  intcntioti  that  he  should,  by  his  diplo- 
matic services,  sustain  the  dignity,  advance  the  character, 
or  subserve  the  interests  of  this  nation? 

Permit  me>t()  otlVr  one  otiier  reason  why  tliis  man  could 
not  h.ave  been  appointed  for  any  national  purpose.  The 
pcculiaritiesof  his  mind  render  him  incapable  of  any  public 


diplomatic  service.  The  mind,  like  the  fountun,  is  known 
by  its  effusions.  Let  me  read  from  one  of  his  speeches  on 
Executive  powers,  as  published  by  him. — [Gales  and  %kv 
ton's  Register,  vol.  2,  p.  390.] 

<<  Havmg  thus,  air,  disburdened  myself  of  some  of  the 
feelings  that  have  been  excited  by  the  gallant  and  fearless 
bearing  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  allow  me 
to  go  on  and  question  some  of  his  positions. 

**  One  of  them  is  the  durability  of  the  constitution.  With 
him  and  with  father  Paul  (of  the  constitution  of  Vemce) 
I  say  '^estoperpetua.'*'  but  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  per- 
petual.  I  am  speaking  now  of  what  Burke  would  call 
high  matter.  I  am  not  speaking  to  the  groundlings,  to 
the  tyros  and  junior  apprentices;  but  to  the  grcy-beaded 
men  of  this  nation,  one  of  whom,  1  bless  Gotl  for  it,  I  see 
is  now  stepping  forward,  as  he  stepped  forward  in  1799, 
to  save  the  republic.  I  speak  of  William  B.  Giles.  1 
speak  to  grey  heads;  heads  grown  grey,  not  in  the  're- 
ceipt of  custom'  at  the  treasury,  of  the  people's  money; 
not  to  heads  grown  g^rey  in  iniquity  and  intrigue;  rot  to 
heads  grown  grey  in  pacing  Pennsylvania  avenue;  not 
grown  g^ey  in  wearing  out  tbeir  shoes  at  levees;  not  to 
iieads  grown  grey  (to  use  the  words  of  the  immortiil  M« 
Edgeworth,  the  glory  and  the  champion  of  her  lovely  mi 
and  i»Tetched  country)  in  ploughing  the  four  acres.  Am 
I  understood?  There'  is  a  little  court,  sir,  of  the  «'Castlc" 
of  Dublin,  called  the  four  acres;  and  there,  backwardsand 
forwards,  do  the  miserable  attendants  and  satellites  of 
power  walk,  each  waiting  his  turn  to  receive  tlie  light  of 
the  great  man's  countenance;  hoping  the  sunshine;  dread- 
ing the  cloudy  brow.  Spenser  has  well  described  the 
sweets  of  this  life,  and  technically  it  is  called  ploughing  the 
four  acres.  Now,  when  a  certain  character,  in  one  of  her  in- 
con\parable  noveb,  Sir  Ulic — I  have  forgotten  his  name,  but 
he  was  a  McSycophant  courtier,  placeman,  pensioner,  and 
parasite — upbraided  tliat  kind,  good-hearted,  wrong- 
headed  old  man,  King  Cornv,  with  his  wretched  system 
of  plougliing,  the  King  of' the  Black  Ishinds  ("eren- 
inch  a  king")  replied,  that  there  was  one  system  of  plough- 
ing worse  even  than  his:  and  that  was  ploughing  the  four 
acres.     This  was  a  settler  to  tlic  McSycophant." 

Was  a  mind  like  this,  fitted,  and  provided,  andregulatw 
for  the  labors  of  the  statesman  and  great  diplomatic  min- 
ister? S'.r,  when  this  gentleman  was  at  the  zenith  of  h'j 
iiitellect,  and  in  his  most  lucid  years,  Mr.  Jefl'erson  luQ 
adjudged  him  unqualitrcd  for  such  services  as  tli:s  3]}- 
poinlment,  had  it  been  made  for  public  purposes,  calkd 
on  him  to  perform. 

Sir,  if  not  for  the  public  service,  then  he  mast  hare 
been  appointed  to  preserve  the  machinations  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  and  the  administration  carried  onbv  him 
under  the  Presidential  name,  fi-om  the  hostility  of  this  an- 
cient adversary  of  all  former  administrations.  To  illu^ 
trate  and  confinn  this  important  and  deeply  intcrcstiug 
fact,  permit  me  to  give  a  very  brief  sketch  of  the  pohtical 
life  of  this  singular  man. 

At  the  commencement  of  Washington's  administraton, 
he  was  a  schoolboy.  To  prove  this  fact,  and  also  to  by 
open  tlie  very  source  and  fountain  of  his  bitter  hostility  to 
the  next  President,  I  will  rcada  part  of  one  of  his  speeches 
from  Gales  and  Seaton's  Register,  vol.  2,  p.  399— 

**  Now,  sir,  John  Quincy  Adams  coming  into  power  un- 
der these  inauspicious  circumstances,  and  witli  these  suspi- 
cious allies  and  connexions^  has  determined  to  become 
the  apostle  of  liberty,  of  universal  liberty,  as  his  futhtr 
was,  about  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  constitution, 
known  to  be  the  apostle  of  monarchy.  It  is  no  secret— I  v^ 
in  New  York  when  be  firsttook  his  seat  as  Vice  President- 
I  recollect — for  I  was  a  schoolboy  at  the  time,  attending 
the  lobby  of  Congress,  when  1  ought  to  have  been  at 
school — 1  remember  the  manner  in  which  my  brother  va^ 
spurned  by  the  coachman  of  the  then  Vice  President,  for 
coming  too  near  the  arms  blazoned  on  the  scutcheon  cl 
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the  vice  regal  carriage.  Perhaps  I  may  have  some  of  this 
old  animosity  rankling  in  my  heart,  coming  from  a  i*ace 
who  arc  known  never  to  forsake  a  friend  orforpve  a  foe.** 

From  this,  the  waters  of  bitterness  have  flown  in  a 
stream,  so  abundantly  on  the  second  and  fiflh  Presidents 
of  the  United  States.  To  overthrow  the  first  of  these, 
this  man  joined  himself  to  bis  g^eat  political  rival. 

He  grew  into  hostility  with  Jefferson  in  a  very  few 
yesira.  For  he  has  ever  been  a  star  without  beams,  ex- 
cept of  a  malignr  and  blighting  influence.  SuflTer  me  to 
illustrate  this  truth  by  reading  from  his  speeches: 

"FsBBCART  28tl),   1806.~Mr.   Clarke,    of  Virginia, 

*  moved  to  postpone  until  the  3d  of  March,  Mr.  Ran- 
'  dulph's  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
'  ed  States,  so  that  all  the  United  States'  judges  should 

*  be  removed  by  tlie  President,  on  the  joint  resolution  of 

*  both  Houses  of  Congress.  In  reply  to  a  remark  made 
*byMr.  Conrad,  Mr.  Handolph  said,  'lie  (Mr.  Conrad) 
'  belonged  to  a  class  of  men  which  I  highly  respect,  for 

*  the  plain  reason  tJi:it  I  belong  to  it  myself.     He  says 

*  the  time  is  approacliing  wlien  every  man  engaged  in 
'a;^iciiltural  pursuits  must  be  anxious  to  go  home;  and, 

*  therefore,  he  does  not  wish  at  present  to  act  on  the  rc- 

*  solution  I  have  laid  on  your  table.  True!  but  when  men, 
'be  they  agricultural,  mechanical,  or  of  any  other  pro- 

*  fession,  undertake  any  business,  it  is  their  duty  to  go 

*  through  with  it  at  every  hazai'd.  If  the  situation  of  af- 
'  fjjis  warranted  it,  I  should  be  willing  to  anjnurn  for  two 

*  OP  tl\ree  months.     But  I  never  can  agree  to  adjourn  in 

*  the  present  perilous  state  of  affairs,  and  leave  tlie  coun- 

*  tn  to  a  blind  and  fortuitous  destiny.  I  must  fii*8t  sec 
'  sonidtliing  like  land,  some  foothold,  something  like  cer- 

*  ta  iit}%  instead  of  a  political  chaos,  without  form  or  body. 
'  Beibre  1  consent  to  go  home,  I  must  see  something  like 
'  a  safe  and  honorable  issue  to  our  diflferences  with  foreign 

*  Powers,  and  I  must  see,  I  hope,  another  things— some 
'  thing  like  an  attempt  to  brins:  the  constitution  of  thii 
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nng  J  J  Ice  an  attempt  to  bring 

*  P'jciple  back  to  the  principles  on  which  this  administra- 
'  t  on  came  into  power.*  ** 

Oil  Spanish  affairs — 

»'Apbii.  5,  18D6.— Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  amend  the 

*  secret  journ.^1,  by  inserting  in  it  the  message  of  the  Pre- 
'  s:(!cnt  o€  the  6th  of  December.  In  the  course  of  his 
'  speech  he  said,  *  I  found,  from  a  conversation  with  what 

*  liaj,  been  considered  the  head  of  the  first  Executive  De- 
'  partment  under  the  Government,  that  France  was  the 
'  ^tat  obstacle  to  the  compromise  of  Spanish  diflerences; 

*  that  France  would  not  permit  Spain  to  come  to  any  ac- 

*  commodation  with  us,  because  France  wanted  money, 
aiul  that  we  must  give  her  money.     From  the  moment 

'  1  heard  that  declaration,  all  the  objections  I  originally 

*  Iiad  to  the  {procedure  were  ag^gravated  to  the  highest 
'  po^ble  degree.     I  considered  it  a  base  prosts^tion  of 

*  the  national  character,  to  excite  one  nation  by  money  to 

*  bully  another  nation  out  of  its  property?  and  from  that 
'  moment,  and  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life,  my  confi- 
'  dence  in  the  principles  of  the  roan  eiUertaming  those 

*  sentiments  died,  never  to  live  again.*** 

Whence  this  hostility?  Had  he  become  a  federalist, 
and  set  himself  to  rebuilding  tlie  fabric  which,  as  we  are 
(old,  he  had  ovcrtlirown?  Not  so;  for  rebuilding  he  had 
110  genius,  no  taste.  The  cause  of  his  opposition  was 
^^(^W  known  in  those  days;  nor  can  any  one  doubt  that  a 
knowledge  of  it  has  come  down  to  the  present  Secretary 
of  State. 

When  Mr.  Madison  came  into  the  Presidencv,  Mr.  Ran- 
tlolph,  if  not  with  him,  was  not  against  him.  His  love  of 
change,  or  of  opposition,  or  some  private  political  grief, 
^lid,  in  1811-'12,  bring  out  this  statesman  of  Roanoke  in 
hitler  hostility  to  this  third  President.  The  last  war  was 
the  great  distinguishing  characteristic  of  Mr.  Madison 
^imin'stration.  On  the  20th  of  November,  1811,  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  lU-lations  reported  on  tlmt  subject. 


and  recommended  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  six 
resolutions.  The  first  was  to  fill  up  tlie  ranks  of  the  then 
existing  army.  The  second  recommended  the  raising  of 
ten  thousand  additional  troops.  By  the  third,  the  Presi- 
dent might  receive  fifty  thousand  volunteers.  Tlie  fourth 
guve  power  to  the  President  to  call  out  tlie  militia.  Ships 
of  war  were  to  be  put  in  service  by  the  fiflh;  and  the 
sixth  authorized  private,  vessels  to  arm  in  their  own  de- 
fence. When  I  say  Mr.  Randolph  opposed  these  resolu- 
tions, I  do  it  merely  to  show  his  hostility  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Madison.  I  will  read  from  Niles's  Register, 
vol.  1,  p.  318,  a  small  part  of  one  of  iiis  speeches  on  this 
occasion,  to  show  not  only  this  hostility,  but  also  to  ilhis- 
ti*ate  the  contempt  which  he  has  ever  felt  for  military  men 
and  measures: 

*'No  sooner  was  the  report  laid  on  tlie  table,  than  the 

*  vidtures  were  flocking  roimd  their  prey,  the  carcase  of 

*  a  great  military  establishment — men  of  tainted  reputa- 

*  tion,  of  broken  fortune  (if  they  ever  had  any)  and  of 

*  battered  constitutions,  'choice  spirits,  tired  of  the  dull 

*  pursuits  of  civil  life,*  were  seeking  after  a,c;cncies  and 

*  commissions;  willing  to  dose  in  gross  stupidity  over  the 

*  public  fire,   to  light  the  public  candle  at  both  ends. 

*  Honorable  men  undoubtedly  there  were,  ready  to  serve 

*  their  country;  but  what  man  of  spirit  or  s^lf-respcct 

*  would  accept  a  commission  in  tlie  present  army?'* 

Sir,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  am  stating  his'.oric 
facts;  Mr.  Randolph's  hostility  to  tlie  then  administration, 
not  my  own  opinion  of  th.at  war,  or  of  his  opposition  to  it. 
Had  I  been  here  at  tliat  time,  I  miglil  have  joined  in  that 
opposition;  for  the  representatives  from  Rhmlc  Ishuid  both 
opposed  these  resolutions;  nor  dol  recollect  that  tl»c  peo- 
ple of  that  Slate  ever  censured  them  for  that  opposition. 
We  might  go  through  the  whole  congrcssionul  record, 
and  wc  should  find  Mr.  R;indolph,  at  all  subsequent  times, 
equally  hostile  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison. 

When  Mr.  Monroe  came  into  the  Presidency,  Mr.  Ran- 


dolph was  his  advocate  and  sujiportcr.  In  the  la^t  year 
(1824-*5)  of  his  administration,  he  had  changed  fronts. 
For  at  that  time  it  was  one  of  his  common  sayings,  «'  Mr. 
Monroe  came  ino  power  by  universal  consent;  and  he 
would  go  out  with  equal  unanimity.**  I  will  read  from 
Gales  and  Seaton*s  Register,  vol,  2,  p.  405,  what  he  said 
in  the  Senate  (1826)  concerning  this  venerated  patriot 
shitcsman:  "We  (said  he)  altered  the  constitution  to 
guard  against  that  scoundrel — I  will  not  read  the  name  of 
the  man;  though  he  may  lu^ve  sinned,  yet  has  he  also  im- 
measurably suffered — though  not  greater  than  him  who, 
after  the  event,  formed  the  union  of  honest  men  of  all 
parties.**  Who,  sir,  was  the  man  said  to  have  united  the 
honest  men  of  all  parties?  James  Monroe.  Such  a  coali- 
tion might  be  sure  of  John  Randolph  for  an  adversary. 

Was  Mr.  Van  Buren  ignorant  of  all  these  traits  in  the 
character  of  this  man?  He  knew  them  well,  lie  knew 
more;  he  was  fully  aware  that  no  person  on  earth  could 
be  more  hostile  to  military  men  than  this  »aii\e  Mr.  John 
liandolph.  In  confirmation  of  this,  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  one  of  his  speeches: 

**  1  own  a  natural  jealousy  of  military  men — it  grows  out 

*  of  love  of  country — it  is  strengthened  and  kept  alive  by 

*  the  multitude  of  examples  in  liislory,  ancient  and  mo- 

*  dern,  of  tJie  fall  of  empires  and  the  revolution  of  States; 
'  the  misery  and  wretchedness  brought  upon  the  human 

*  race  by  the  ambition  and  pride  of  military  men.'*     Vide 
speech  against  Gen.  Wilkinson. 

**  I  am  willing  to  give  to  every  man  a  ju^t  and  reasonable 

*  reward  for  his  public  services,  both  in  pay  and  gratltiule; 

*  but  the  mifitsiry  character  is  So  rarely  s;itisricd  with  any 

*  thing  less  than  direct  worship,  tliat  I  am  of  opinion — I 
IS  «  always  was  of  the  opinion,  we  could  not  be  too  watchful 
's] «  of  the  aspiring  ambition  of  a  military  commander."  Same 

speech. 

No  man  in  the  natioji  Mas  more  adverse  to  General 
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Jackson's  election  to  the  Presidency  than  Mr.  Randolph 
was  in  1822.  In  that  year,  he  said,  in  his  letter  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Charlotte — "The  election  of  General  Jackson  to 
« the  Presidency  is  not  to  be  dreaded,  as  it  can  in  no  event 

•  possibly  occur:  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 

•  not  yet  become  so  corrupted  as  to  choose  a  man.of  mili- 

•  tary  talents  to  govern  the  national  councils,  in  opposi- 

•  tioii  to  the  splendid  talents  of  Mr.  Crawford,  or  instead 
«  of  any  other  good  man  in  the  country."  Sec  letter  to 
the  people  of  Charlotte,  1822: 

The  advancement  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the  last  Presidency 
awakened  .ill  his  animosity  against  that  gentleman  and  his 
venerated  father.  He  thereiore  attached  himself  to  the 
party  of  General  Jackson,  and  especially  to  that  gentle- 
man; not  from  esteem,  respect,  or  fricntlsliip — not  from 
liis  qualities  as  a  man,  a  hero,  or  a  statesman — but  as  the 
only  instrument  by  which  he  could  exclude  Mr.  Adams 
from  a  second  PreMdential  term". 

«*  party,  like  calamity,  brings  men  into  company  with 
strange  bedfellows."  Mr.  Raiidolph  soon  found  himself 
unpleasantly  lodged;  and  before  the  middle  of  February, 
1829,  he  said  emphatically,  "I  do  not  attend  the  inaugu- 
ration; mark  that,  sir!"  He  left  the  city  before  that  event; 
but  not  until,  as  rumor,  the  untiring  herald  of  distinguish- 
ed personage:^,  announced  that  he  had  delivered  his  omi- 
nous prediction.  What  was  it?  "Never,  sir,  never  will 
the  American  purple  again  f;dl  on  the  sliouldcrs  of  a 
gentleman." 

I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  Secretary  regarded 
this  prediction  as  literally  excluding  him  from  the  succcs- 
s'.on;  but  could  he  quietly  manage  his  "State  affairs"  while 
Bv.ch  a  man  was  at  Roanoke,  or  in  Virginia,  or  even  in  tiic 
United  States?  Sooner,  sir,  would  the  fox  creep  into  the 
faim  }ard  in  the  daytime,  or  curl  himself  down  to  sleep 
in  his  lair  while  he  snuffed  the  huntsman,  or  heard  the 
hounds  in  the  southwest  breeze  of  the  n.orning.  Did  he 
nol  quiver  at  the  mere  name  of  this  Warwick,  this  king- 
killer,  and  king-maker;  this  John  Kandolpli,  who  had  set 
up  Prcsidentis,  as  boys  set  up  nine-pins,  to  knock  them 
down  again?  Such  a  man,  the  Secretary  knew,  could  not 
be,  for  he  never  had  been,  quiel  under  any  administration. 
He  had  not  been  satisfied  with  the  administration  of  Jef- 
ferson, of  Madison,  of  Monroe;  could  he  be  satisfied  wltli 
this God  only  knows  whose  administration  it  is- 

Sir,  the  Secretary  has  waylaid,  entrapped,  caug'ht,  ex- 
ported, exiled,  and  sent  this  man  to  plough  the  four 
acres,  at  a  distance  of  four  thousand  miles  from  his  own 
patrimonial  fields  and  trees.  The  great  object  of  Mr. 
Van  Ruren  has  been  to  get  him  out  of.  his  w:iy--to  send 
him  abroad.  A«  a  minister,  he  knew  he  could  do  nothing 
— he  expected — he  intended  he  should  do  nothing — de- 
serve nothing — receive  nothing,  but  the  ridicule  of  all 
oilier  nations,  the  pity  of  his  own,  and  the  contempt  of 
t'le  Sccretaiy  himself  and  his  partisans. 

Th's  heartless  politician  has,  to  render  this  tremendous 
adversary  powerless  at  home,  lured  him  from  his  indfpen- 
dence,  tlie  boast  and  glory  of  his  manhood,  to  an  old  age 
oT  foreign  surveillance;  to  come  home  soiled  and  spat- 
tered to  the  very  eyes  in  treasury  dirt;  to  shrink  into  re- 
tirement and  insignificance;  and  be  like  Piso,  returned 
from  the  inglonous  administrtition  of  his  Macedonian  pro- 
vince. Sljall  we,  sir,  in  aid  of  these  schemes  of  the  Sccrc- 
(ury,  and  to  put  him  in  a  condition  of  q  liet  machination 
anrlinst  the  laws,  the  constitution,  and  the  great  interests 
c)V  this  nation,  appropriate  this  money,  and  tlicrcby  legal- 
ize and  ouslain  tliis  measure?  1  ti'ust  in  God  we  sh.nll  nnt. 
Fay  the  man,  if  you  please — ^for  going  out,  for  comir.g 
home — send  out  a  ship  of  war  for  him;  it  will  add,  per- 
haps, less  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  the  expenditure. 
I.cth'm  have  his  nine  thousand  dollars  outfit— the  Presi- 
cUnt,  il  has  been  said,  advanced  it  tohinf  from  his  private 
pun^c-- re  store  it  t')  hini;  do  not  hificr  ourselves  to  be  in 
d*.bl  to  the  Chief  M.«f^*iNtrate  of  the  nutioii.     It  is  all  a 


bauble,  »  mere  child's  whistle;  and  the  people  will  and 
roust  pay  dearly  for  tliis  toy  of  tlieir  Secretary.  But  let 
uri  be  rid  of  it,  and  of  this  <<  State  mission,"  of  its  roeinor)'; 
if  possible,  of  its  deep  and  moi*tifying  disgrace. 

If  this  course  be  taken,  our  relations  with  Russia  may 
be  redeemed,  restored,  and  placed  upon  a  safe  and  honor* 
able  footing.  If  no  one  else  will  do  it,  I  will  move  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  moving  an  appropriation  of  nine 
thousand  dollars  for  an  outfit,  and  nme  thousand  dollars 
for  a  first  year's  salary,  to  enable  the  President  to  send 
out  to  Hussia  an  efficient  mission,  and  one  in  all  respects 
difl'erent  from  this  of  the  Secretary.  For  never,  air,  since 
the  revolution*  has  tliere  been  a  time  when  tlie  interests 
of  the  United  States  more  urgently  required  a  fair,  honor 
able,  and  dignified  representation  in  the  courts  of  Europe. 


FbicxTj  FzanviLBX  4. 

Mr.  TUCKER,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  lay  on  tlie  tabic  an  amendment  to  the  bill  yester- 
day reported  by  the  Committee  on  ;Manufacturfcs,  to  re- 
peal a  part  of  the  act  to  reduce  the  fluty  on  salt. 
If  adopted,  the  bill  v/ill  read  as  follows: 
**  Beit  enacted^  &c.  That\ll  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  im- 
posing a  duty  on  salt,  be,  and  the  same  arc  hereby,  repeal- 
ed." 

DUTY  ON  SALT. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conaderation  of  the  bill 
yesterday  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  to 
increase  the  present  duty  on  salt  imported;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill-* 

Mr.  MAXWELL,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  having  pre- 
sented  the  memorial  of  the  salt  manufacturers  of  Virginiat 
out  of  which  the  bill  had  arisen,  it  would,  tliereforc,  not 
be  considered  unbecoming  in  him  to  dct«n  the  House  a 
few  moments  with  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject now  under  consideration.     It  was  not  expected  by 
me,  said  he,  at  the  time  that  the  memorial  was  presented, 
that  any  legislation  would  arise  out  of  it,  further  tlun  that 
many  useful  facts  would  be  presented  thereby  to  tlic  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  which,  united  with  their  know- 
ledge in  relation  to  this  subject,  would  enable  them  to 
present  to  this  House,  and  this  nation,  many  facts  which 
it  is  important  shotdd  be  known,  in  relation  to  the  rise, 
progrcsa,  and  present  situation  of  the  salt  manufacturer  of 
the  United  States.     Nor  is  it  my  wish  now,  said  Mr.  M., 
that  the  duty  upon  salt  shall  be  either  augmented  or  di- 
minished during  the  present  session,  or  that  any  disposi- 
tion of  the  bill  shall  be  made,  other  than  that  it  be  la  'i 
iTpon  the  table,  and  printed,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  committee.     I  have  looked,  said  Mr.  M.,  into  th-it re- 
port, and  am  prepared  to  say  that  it  contains  usefiil iif' '* 
mation  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  of  the  indispcntsable 
article  of  salt^—ftfid  which  it  appears  to  me  that  those  who 
t  J  link  tliat  the  duty  should  be  entirely  repealed,  ought  to 
be  in  possession.     I  can  see  no  well  foumled  objection  to 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  printing  the  report.    I 
trust  that  the  bill  will  not  be  rejected.     It  will  certainly 
not  be  contended  that  it  is  best  in  future  to  legislate  in  the 
dark  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  interest  to  the  nation.  >*c 
li:ive  had,  said  Mr.  M.,  a  bill  laid  upon  our  tables  f\yw  i 
committee  ofthe  Senate,  to  repeal  the  duty  on  salt  cnt'rcly; 
and  one  from  the  Committee  on   Manufactures  of  'J^ 
House  of  Representatives,  to  place  the  duty  at  fifteen 
cents  per  bushel:  this  furnishes  evidence  that  c-vch  nie:ii- 
ber  ought  to  examine  the  subject  deliberately,  before  iie 
acts  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  importance.     Some  ^<^'^' 
tlemcn  seem  not  to  be  disposed  to  search  for  information 
upon  this  subject,  or  into  the  propriety  or  the  imprcpric- 
ty  of  any  duty,  for  llie  protection  of  the  domestic  ir.an'J- 
lactuier  of  bait,  but  denounce  all  duty,  by  crying  ^K**^ 
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t!iat  it  is  a  war  Uz.     This  only  c^oes  to  prove  that  the 
course  which  I  now  advocate,  should  be  adopted;  that 
siich  gentlemen  may  obtain  some  information  in  relation 
to  that  matter,  for  they  most  certainly  have  not  taken  the 
trouble  to  examine  into  the  history  of  the  salt  duty  of  the 
United  Sta'es.     The  duty  upon  salt  did  not  take  its  rise 
diuing^  the  last  war,  but  is  coeval  with  the  legislation  of 
this  Government.     In  1789,  a  duty  of  six  cents  on  each 
bushel  was  laid  on  foreign  salt;  tliis  duty  being  considered 
insufficient  to  protect  the  domestic  manufacturer,  in  1790 
tiie  duty  was  augmented  to  twelve  cents  on  each  bushel: 
in  1797,  the  duty  was  augmented  to  twenty  cents  upon  the 
bushel  of  fore'gn  salt,  and  has  continued  uniforRily  from 
thj  year  1790  until  the  beginning  of  the  last  month,  ex- 
cepting the  space  of  seven  years,  during  which  time  no 
duty  was  collected  upon  foreign  salt.     I  would  suggest 
to  those  that  are  disposed  to  give  no  eiKOuragement  to 
the  domestic  manufacturer,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
to  look  into  tlie  price  which  the  people  had  to  pay  f?r 
suit  during  the  period  in  which  no  duty  was  collected;  I 
think  that  they  will  find,  from  tlie  accounts  of  the  sales  rx- 
turilly  made,  that  people  paid  a  higlier  price  for  their  salt 
(luring  these  seven  years,  than  during  any  other  seven 
Vv-ars  i»ince  the  commencement  of  tlie  Government  until 
the  present  time.     In  the  year  1813,  an  act  passed  fixing 
the  duty  upon  foreign  salt  at  twcntj*  cents,  which  expired 
under  a  limitation  contained  within  itself.     The  tax,  laid 
by  tliii  act,  may  be  called  a  war  tax.    But,  in  1816,  an  act 
passed  continuing  the  duty  at  twenty  cents.     Was  the  dutv 
Lid  upon  foreign  salt  in  1789,  1790,  1797,  and  1816,  war 
^i\cs'    It  may  be  said  that  the  tax  of  181G  was  to  enable 
the  Government  to  discharge  the  public  debt  that  accrued 
lu  consequence  of  the  war;  that,  in  addition  to  the  encou- 
raifement  of  llic  domestic  manufacturer  of  the  article,  I 
believe,  was  the  cause  of  the  act  of  1816.    Those  who  sup- 
pose that  the  duty  upon  salt  is  a  war  tax,  will  certainly 
u:jrce  to  vote  against  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill,  with  a 
view  that  it  may  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  tiie  report 
printed,  in  order  tliat  they  may  obtain  more  cori'ect  infor- 
inalion  in  relation  to  the  salt  duty.     All  I  wish,  said   Mr. 
M.,  is  information  upon  this  interesting  and  very  exciting 
^lii^jcet.     The  amount  of  capital  vested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  salt  in  the  United  Stutes,  is  not  Ic&s  than  seven  mil- 
Ions  of  dollars,  which,  together  With  the  difficulty  expe- 
r.enced  by  the  people  of  this  country  during  the  last  war, 
in  obtaining  the  art.cle,  ought  to  admonish  every  one  of 
the  importance  of  having  full  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  of  the  propriety  of  legislating  cautiously,  lest  the 
nianufucturcr  of  American  salt  be  injured,  and,  in  case  of 
war  witli  a  foreign  nation,  the  same  consequences  result 
that  have  heretofore  taken  place. 

Some  gentlemen  think  information  upon  this  subject  is 
ur.nccessui-y,  because  all  encoui*ageincnt  to  American  in- 
<lu!»iry  and  domestic  manufactures  is  inexpedient  and 
'iixonstitutional.  l*he  early  history  of  the  legislation  of 
this  country  shows  a  different  view  of  this  matter.  'I'he 
opinion  of  General  Washington  in  1796— the  opinion  of 
-Mr.  Jefferson  in  1808  and  1816— the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ma- 
'  on  in  1809  and  1815— the  opinion  of  Mr.  Monroe  in 
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l<^2i  auJ  18:23— and  the  opinion  of  Uie  present  Chief  Ma 
i(!su*ate,  in  his  last  message,  show  tliat  to  encourage  the 
Uomeslic  manufacturer  of  such  ai-ticlcs  as  are  essential  to 
the  independence  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  es- 
pecially tliosc  which  are  indispensable  in  time  of  war,  is 
boih  expedient  and  constitutional.  Can  any  be  more  es- 
sential in  peace  or  war  tlian  salt?  Is  it  not  as  necessary 
tiul  the  soldier  should  have  liis  salt  and  rations,  as  a  coat 
and  musket?  1  have  no  disposition  to  go  into  an  argument 
iipun  the  question  whether  the  duty  upon  salt  should  be 
j'ugmentea  or  diminished.  I  have  onl>  to  say,  that  1  bc- 
hoe  a  reasonable  degree  of  encouragement  shovdd  be 
^'Vcn  tiie  manufacturci-8  of  salt  by  the  Government,  to  en- 
ii'df  them  to  stand  against  foreign  competition,  to  render 
Vut.  Vll— "9 


this  country  independent  of  foreign  nations,  and  to  ascer- 
tain what  measure  of  duty  should  be  laid  in  subsequent  le- 
gislation upon  this  subject.  I  consider  it  important  to  have 
the  facts  which  I  know,  from  a  view  of  the  report,  it  con- 
tains. I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  that  because  an 
art'cle  is  indispensable,  and  enters  into  the  daily  consump- 
tion of  every  family,  that  for  tliis  reason  the  <iovemmcnt 
should  give  no  encouragement  to  the  American  enterpriae 
that  attempts  to  increase  the  article  at  home.  It  appears 
to  roc,  the  more  essentially  necessary  an  article  is  to  the 
people,  the  more  care  should  be  taken  that  a  supply  of 
such  article  should  always  be  lud  without  being  depend- 
ent upon  foreign  nations.  Let  us,  said  Mr.  M.,  have  the 
report  of  the  committee  printed,  that  we  may  have  infor* 
mation  upon  this  matter,  and  that  aiiy  future  legislation 
upon  it  may  be  done  advisedly. 

Mr.  CHILTON,  of  Kentucky,  without  renewing  his  op- 
position of  yestcrdajr  to  the  bill,  (which  opposition  produc- 
ed the  question  of  rejection,)  and  with  a  view  to  termi- 
nate  a  debate  which  must  be  useless,  and  with  an  under- 
standing that  the  subject  should  not  be  called  up  again  at 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and 
report  upon  the  table;  but  witlidrew  tlie  motion  at  the  re- 
quest of 

Mr.  McCREERY,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  briefly  sUtcd 
the  reasons  why,  though  he  had  been  uniformly  opposed 
to  the  reduction  of  the  duty  upon  salt,  he  should  vote  to 
get  rid  of  the  bill,  either  by  rejection  or  by  laying  it  upon 
the  table.  He  believed  that  the  discussion  of  the  bill 
would  be  a  useless  consumption  of  time,  because  there 
was  no  probability'  of  ai  riving  at  a  decinon  in  its  fiivor  at 
the  present  session.  There  remained  now  but  about 
twenty-three  busmess  days  of  the  session,  and  a  vast  num- 
ber of  bills  (some  of  them  important)  yet  remain  to  be  act* 
ed  upon. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Georgia,  objected  to  any  course, 
with  regard  to  this  bill,  which  should  leave  it  open  as  a 
subject  for  consideration.  The  House  had  been  assured 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as  it  had  been  yesterday 
assured  by  tlie  chairman  of  tlic  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
that  he  did  not  wish  any  legislation  upon  the  subject  at  the 
present  session.  Why,  then,  Mr.  1\  asked,  was  the  sub- 
ject introduced  here  stall  ?  For  what  purpose  ?  It  is  cer- 
tainly not  to  waste  the  small  remnant  of  time  yet  hanging 
on  our  hand.«,  said  he,  when  all  sides  of  tlie  House  seem 
disposed  to' husband  it.  It  must  be  to  give  a  moral  effect 
to  the  proposition  in  the  bill;  to  have  the  report  printed 
and  spread  over  the  countr)* — and  for  what  purpose.^ 
Why,  sir,  to  force  upon  us,  if  they  can,  an  increase  of  this 
duty.  He  regretted  to  hear  of  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table;  because  an  agreement  to  a  proposition  of 
that  sort  would  give  sometliing  of  character  to  the  gene- 
ral proposition  of  the  Committee  on  >Ianufacture8.  In 
the  sincerity  of  Ids  heart,  he  said,  he  wished  tliis  propor- 
tion to  pass  oif  without  being  the  cause  of  an  increase  of 
the  present  excitement  in  the  Southern  country.  If  gen- 
tlemen are  disposed  to  force  the  measure  upon  us,  how- 
ever, said  Mr.  T.,  let  tlicm  do  it  at  once — -bring  up  the 
question,  and  decide  upon  it.  If  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
^iictures  do  not  think  proper  to  withdraw  the  proposition, 
let  the  bill  go  on  without  delay  to  a  final  decision.  I  ob- 
ject to  tlie  second  reading. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Georgia,  said,  if  he  believed  tliat  the 
present  discussion  of  this  bill  would  lead  to  a  further  re- 
duction of  tlie  duty  on  salt,  he  should  not  object  to  it:  but, 
believing  that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  now  would  lead 
to  nothing  but  a  further  consumption  of  time  in  debate, 
he  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded 
by  a  majority,  the  yeas  being  78,  the  nays  90. 

Mr.  STEUiGERE,  of  Pennsylvania,  tlien  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  now  in  order,  the 
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question  of  rejection  having  been  renewed  by  Mr.  Thomp- 
soh's  objection  to  the  second  reading-  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  siud  he  hoped  th6  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  for  repealing 
the  act  passed  at  the  last  session,  reducing  the  duty  on 
salt,  would  neither  be  laid  on  the  table,  nor  favorably  en- 
tertained by  the  House  in  any  shape  whatever.      The 
great  excitement  of  the  South,  and  particularly  of  that 
State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  was 
well  l^nown  to  Congress  and  to  the  American  people.  The 
popular  indignation  in  South  Carolina  against  what  he  and 
the  people  oTthat  State  considered  the  iniquitous  and  un- 
constitutional legislation  of  Congress,  (especially  in  rela- 
tion to  the  tarin,)  was  almo&t  universal;  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  they  hsid  been  restrained  from  adopting  mea- 
sures for  their  own  relief,  and  for  the  redress  of  their  own 
wrongs-^much  pains  had  to  be  take^  to  defeat  tlie  call  of 
a  convention.     To  what  results  such  measures  would  have 
led,  he  would  not  now  inquire,  even  if  it  were  possible  to 
ascertain  them;  they  were  at  least  alarming,  and  tlie  con- 
templation of  them  disagi'eeable.     And,  after  what  had 
been  done  here  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  he  had 
thought  the  call  of  a  convention,  or  any  action  whatever, 
on  the  part  of  South  Carolina,  unnecessary,  premature, 
and  hazardous.     He  had,  therefore,  discouraged  every 
thing  of  this  kind.     He  hsid  opposed  the  call  of  a  conven-. 
tion,  and  he  believed  his  colleagues  would  bear  him  out  in 
the  assertion,  that  he  had  contributed  very  much  to  the 
defeat  of  that  measure.     He  claimed  no  merit  for  this; 
and  betieved  he  would  not  subject  himself  to  any  imputa- 
tion of  vanity  in  making  the  declaration,  because,  if  the 
present  proposition  succeeded,  he  should  regret  the  ad- 
vice he  had  given  to  his  constituents  during  the  last  sum- 
mer and  fall.    He  had  told  the  people  at  home  that  things 
here  were  rapidly  changing  for  the  better.    Among  many 
other  evidences  of  this  caange,  he  had  adverted,  both 
verbally,  and  in  the  newspapers,  to  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  salt.     But  if,  instead  of  advancing  still  further  to 
correct  the  evils  of  which  the  South  complains — ^if,  instead 
of  going  on  with  the  reformation  of  the  tariff  system,  we 
recede,  and  undo  the  little  we  have  ah'eady  done,  he 
should  be  ashamed  to  meet  his  constituents.     He  should, 
with  pain  and  contrition,  have  to  acknowledge  that,  with 
the  best  intentions,  he  had  given  them,  perhaps,  wrong 
ad\dce;  that  he  had  been  deceived  himself;  and  had,  in- 
nocently, held  out  to  them  delusive  hopes  and  fallacious 
expectations.     He,  however,  was  not  disposed  to  argue 
the  matter  at  this  time.    He  took  it  for  granted  the  House 
would  reject  this  bill  by  an  overwhelming  majority.     He, 
therefore,  hoped  argument  against  it  was  unnecessary. 
Besides,  his  feelings,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  were  too 
strong  to  authorize  him  to  run  the  hazard  (at  this  moment) 
of  saying  what  might  be  regarded  as  indecorous.     Can- 
dor, however,  required,  and  an  imperative  duty  to  his 
conadtuents,  to  himself,  and  to  the  House,  enjoined  it 
upon  him  to  declare  that,  if  this  proposition  should  suc- 
ceed, the  time  for  argument  will  have  passed  away. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  of  Connecticut,  said  that  the  only 
wish  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  he  believed,  was 
that  this  subject  should  be  placed  in  a  situation  to  be  ex- 
amined with  a  view  to  future  consideration.  To  do  thi^, 
the  committee  had  taken  no  extraordinary  course,  but  had 
presented  a  re^port  stating  their  views  of  it,  accompanied 
by  a  bill.  If,  without  examining  either  the  memorial  of 
the  manufacturers,  or  the  report  of  the  committee,  the 
House  should  decide  to  reject  the  bill,  it  would  certainly 
be  an  unusual  proceeding,  to  say  the  least  of  it.     He 


Mr.  WILDE,  of  Georgia,  made  a  few  obscrvatloM 
against  the  postponement.  Whatever  was  the  disposition 
of  this  House,  he  thought  it  better  that  it  should  do  at 
once  what  it  is  disposed  to  do  ultimately. 
'  Mr.  MALLARY  rose  to  correct  an  impression  on  the 
mind  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  altogether  erroneous. 
There  was  no  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  to  repeal  the  law  of  last  session.  He  en- 
tered into  a  statement  of  the  views  of  that  committee,  to 
show  the  motives  that  had  actuated  them  in  reporting  the 
present  bill,  and  left  it  to  the  House  to  take  such  order 
on  the  subject  as  they  might  deem  proper. 

Mr.  NUCKOLLS  said:  It  will  be  recollected,  by  tho&e 
members  of  the  House  with  whomT  liave  had  the  honor 
of  serving  on  tliis  floor  for  the  last  four  years,  that  I  have 
rarely  trespassed  on  their  patience,  nor  would  1  do  so 
now,  but  for  the  strong  feeling  and  deep  interest  which 
my  constituents,  in  common  with  myself,  have  on  this 
subject.  And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to  remark,  that  1  dif- 
fer, widely  differ,  from  my  political  friends  of  the  South, 
in  the  course  they  pursue  in  relation  to  this  bill.  Thejr 
seem  inclined  to  avoid  discussion,  by  rejecting  this  bill  on 
its  second  reading — before  it  has  undergone  that  consider- 
ation its  importance  demands,  and  even  before  the  ac- 
companying report  has  been  printed  for  our  examinritinn. 
Sir,  this  is  too  nearly  allied  to  the  practice  which  has 
sprung  up  in  this  hall  within  the  last  three  years,  to  meet 
my  approbation.  What  is  that  practice?  Why,  air,  to 
refuse  even  the  courtesy  of  a  consideration  to  many  of 
the  most  interesting  topics  inti"tKiuced  here  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people.  I  had  been  taught  (biforc 
my  acqusuntance  with  it)  that  this  was  a  deliberative  as- 
sembly, organized  by  the  people,  to  hear,  consider,  dis- 
cuss, and  decide  upon  all  questions  aflecting"  their  inte- 
rests, or  involving  their  liberty.  But,  sir,  is  this  true'  Are 
we  thus  mindful  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
respect  due  to  those  whom  they  send  here?  It  is  a  noto- 
rious fact,  that  there  is  an  organized  majority  in  this  House, 
whose  settled  practice  it  is  to  scout  from  tliesc  walls  every 
proposition  looking  to  a  modification  of  the  restrictive 
system;  thereby  virtually  rcfusinj^,  to  a  lai'ge  port.cn  of 
the  American  people,  the  constitutional  right  ot'  exposing 
to  public  view  the  grievances  under  whicli  they  h\bor. 

Sir,  I  have  uniformly  opposed  every  thing  of  this  sort  as 
being  proscriptive  in  principle,  disrespectful  to  the  Ame- 
rican people,  and  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  tliis  House. 
I  am  not  afraid  to  submit  any  question  to  their  candid  and 
impartial  judgment,  when  it  shall  have  been  fully  and 
deliberately  set  before  them  by  the  debates  in  this  iijsena- 
bly,  and  am  therefore  none  the  less  opposed  to  rcfu>.ng 
this  bill  a  second  reading,  because  I  am  against  its  pr  nci- 
pies  and  its  objects.  I  am  for  giving  eveiy  question  a  \)S 
iiearing,  whether  for  or  against  roe. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  part  1  have  borne  among  the  people 
I  represent,  and  those  of  the  entire  State  from  %  liich  I 
come,  has  been  similar  to  that  of  my  coUeagne,  [Mn 
Blaih,]  who  Ust  addressed  us.  Like  liilb,  I  souglit  to  al- 
lay tlie  fervid  excitement  which  prevailed  on  my  return 
among  them.  They  had  seen  and  felt,  with  the  scnsibihty 
of  enlightened  freemen,  that  their  rights  were  invaded  bj 
unjust  taxation,  and  themselves  insulted  by  your  rtfa» 
to  hear  their  representatives.  Sir,  I  felt  in  my  ovn  bo- 
som that  there  was  ample  provocation  for  all  this.  But, 
like  themselves,  I  was  devoted  to  the  Union,  and  it^  h^f" 
monious  preservation.  I  exhorted  to  moderation,  for- 
bearance, and  a  reliance  on  the  justice  of  their  Northerj 
and  Western  brethren.     I  alluded  to  the  modifications « 


hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  for  rejection  would  not  tlie  tariflf'at  die  close  of  the  last  session,  as  afTordiniT^"' 


prevail.  With  a  view  to  enable  the  House  to  look  into 
this  memorial  from  a  most  respectable  class  of  men  large- 
ly engaged  in  tlie  manufacture  of  salt,  and  to  peruse  the 
report,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  this  day  two  weeks. 


c'.ence  of  that  justice.  But;  sir,  respect  for  their  intelli- 
gence, and  my  own  self-respect,  would  not  permit  me  to 
disguise  the  fact,  that  all  those  modifications,  except  thai 
of  Bie  salt  duty,  were  but  adding  to  the  cfTcctive  strci'^ 
and  fixed  character  of  the  system  of  which  they  complam- 
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ed.  WeU,  sir,  wliat  was  the  result.^  Our  people  are 
even  now  looking,  with  anxious  expectation,  to  this  body 
for  the  realization  of  these  predictions.  When,  therefore, 
the  bill  introduced  yesterday  by  the  honorable  chairman 
[Mr.  lilALiART]  was  presented,  I  dissented  from  the  views 
of  my  honorable  colleagues,  [Mr.  Blaib  and  Mr.  Tuck- 
in,]  and  others,  in  this,  that,  whilst  they  desired  to  sup- 
press the  diicussion  of  this  question*  with  the  view  of 
avoiding  the  excitement  growing  out  of  it,  I  am  decidedly 
in  favor  of  playing  out  the  game — of  meeting  the  question 
fulir  and  boldly — of  discussing  it  calmly  and  deliberately, 
and  ascertaining  whether  my  assurances  to  my  constitu- 
ents are  to  be  realized.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Thompson]  will  withdraw  his 
opposition  to  the  second  reading  of  this  bill.  Let  the 
report  and  bill  be  referred  and  printed,  and,  after  time  for 
cxaminution,  let  them  come  up  for  discussion.  Sir,  I  will 
vote  at  any  time  for  taking  up  and  deciding  the  fate  of 
this  matter.  The  people  of  South  Carolina  are  in  great 
doubt  and  perplexity  on  this  subject;  they  have  been  as- 
sured that  relief  from  their  unconstitutional  burdens 
would  be  progressive;  but  ifj  on  the  contrary,  our  course 
is  to  be  retroactive,  by  increasing  instead  of  diminishing 
their  grievances,  we  desire  to  know  it,  in  order  that  we 
niuy  set  about  relieving  ourselves  from  them,  *' peaceably, 
if  we  can;  forcibly,  if  we  must." 

The  excessive  duty  lieretofore  levied  on  foreign  salt 
constitutes,  in  the  domestic  manufacturer,  the  most  odiou.s 
and  unjustifiable  monopoly  we  have  ever  been  called  on 
to  endure.  It  is  an  article  necessary  to  the  consumption 
of  ever}'  livin?  creature — the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  are 
compelled  to  nave  it  or  perish;  and  yet  a  few  wealthy  ma- 
nufacturers of  it  are  protected  in  making  it,  by  a  duty  of 
tftoor  three  hundred  percent.,  collected  chiefly  from  the 
poor.  The  average  cost  of  imported  salt  does  not  ex- 
ceed nine  cents  the  bushel,  and  I  am  informed  by  an  ho- 
norable gentleman  from  Virginia,  coming'  from  a  salt  dis- 
trict, that  it  can  be  made  there  for  eight  cents.  On  what 
pnnciple,  then,  is  it,  that  we  are  to  pay  a  tax  so  dispro- 
portioned  to  the  original  cost? 

Sir,  1  have  learned,  from  high  authority,  that  the  manu- 
facturers of  salt,  where  it  does  not  cost  more  than  eight 
to  ten  cents  to  make  it,  have  been  known  to  sell  it,  at 
their  own  doors,  at  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  cents 
per  bushel;  and  tliat,  as  they  proceeded  into  the  surround- 
ing country,  the  price  was  increased  to  from  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  until 
their  article  began  to  meet  the  competition  of  foreign  salt; 
and  tlien  they  would  reduce  the  price  in  proportion  to 
the  competition,  until  they  came  down  to  sixty  cents,  and 
thh^,  too,  after  carrjing  it  more  than  one  hundred  miles. 
But  it  is  not  my  intention  now  to  go  into  the  general  ques- 
tion; this  will  be  more  appropriate  when  the  subject  shall 
come  up,  after  the  bill  and  report  shall  have  been  referred 
und  printed,  and  until  then  I  dismiss  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  DoDORiuciE,]  in  opposing  the  other  day  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill  introduced  by  my  friend  and  colleague, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary 
act,  said  he  regarded  the  bill  as  being  equally  import- 
jint,  as  a  proposition  to  repeal  the  .Union,  and  therefore 
lie  could  not  consent  to  its  second  reading.  Sir,  I  will 
^ui  say  that  the  bill  presented  yesterday  by  the  gentle- 
i: -n  from  Vermont  [Air.  Mallaby]  is  equivalent  to  a 
proposition  to  repeal  the  Union — but  when  we  consider 
tile  strong  excitement  and  deep  sense  of  unconstitutional 
^ppicis.on  which  pervades  the  entire  South,  and  take 
*"  connexion  with  it  the  effort,  on  the  part  of  the  gentle- 
man, [Mr.  \L4.LLAUT,]  to  extend  that  oppression,  it  is 
soaietlung  very  like  it.  But,  diifcring  from  the  gcntle- 
m^in  from  ^'i^gtnia  ;is  to  the  proper  course  on  such  trying 
occa.V.onsf,  I  desire  to  meet  and  to  look  it  intlie  face.  Sir, 
the  people  speak  through  reprcsentaliYcs  on  this  floor. 


and  nothing  is  too  sacred  for  their  examination.  I  there- 
fore entreat  tlie  House,  and  particularly  the  Southern, 
portion,  to  withdraw  all  objection  to  the  second  reading, 
and  to  abstain  from  using  this  illiberal  weapon  of  defence, 
by  which  they  have  so  often  been  unkindly  scourged. 
We  shall  then  see  whether,  instead  of  the  duty  going 
down  to  ten  cents,  as  provided  by  the  law  of  1830,  it  be 
fixed  at  fifteen,  and  thereby  an  earnest  given  that  we  arc 
to  expect  still  further  imposition.  Should  such  be  the 
case,  I  can  but  fear  that»  in  the  future  history  of  this 
country,  and  in  its  influence  on  the  harmony  and  per- 
petuity of  our  Union,  the  sum  of  five  cents  on  salt  may  be 
equally  important  with  three  cent^  on  tea. 

When  Mr.  Nuckolls  concluded,  the  SPEAKER  an- 
nounced that  the  allotted  hour  had  expired. 

Mr.  CARSON,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule,  that  tlie  consideration  of  the  subject  might  go 
on;  but  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe  was  read  the 
third  time;  and  the  question  being,  '*  Shall  it  pass.^" 

Mr.  CHILTON  called  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House.  Being 
taken,  they  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bailey,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bart- 
ley,  Bates,  Beekman,  Bell,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Butman, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell.,  Childs,  Coleman,  Condict,  Con- 
ner, Coulter,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Crocheron,  Crownin- 
shield,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Debcrry,  Denny,  Dc 
Witt,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Duncan,  D wight.  Eager, 
Earll,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  EdwantEvcrett,  Ho- 
race Everett,  Finch^  Forward,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green, 
Grennell,  tiurley,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hodges, 
Holland,  Howard,  Hughes,  Ingersoll,  Thomas  Irwin,  Will 
liam  W.  Irvin,  Jarvis,  Johns,  Itichard  M.  Johnson,  Ken* 
non.  Lent,  Mallai-y,  Martindale,  Martin,  McCreery,  Mc- 
Duflie,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Norton*  Nuck- 
oils,  Overton,  Pcarce,  Fettis»  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Uencher,  Itichardson,  Rose,  Russel,  Scott,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Rich- 
ard Spencer,  Stcrigere,  Stephens,  Strong,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  Tracy,  Varnum,  Verplanck, 
Washington,  Wayne,  Campbell  P.  White,  E.  D.  White, 
Wilde,  Wilson,  Young— 104. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell, 
Uarringer,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockec,  Boon,  Borst, 
Bouldin,  Brodhead,  Cahoon,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Clai- 
borne,  CUy,  Clark,  Coke,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Drayton, 
Ellsworth,  Findlay,  Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Hall,  Halsey, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Hunt'.ngton, 
Ihrie,  Isacks,  Cave  Johnson,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King, 
Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lccompte,  Letcher, 
Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magec,  Marr,  Thoma« 
Maxwell,  Lewis  l^laxwell,  McCoy,  Mclntire,  Muhlenberg, 
Pierson,  Polk,  Potter,  Roane,  Sanford,  Aug.  H.  Shcp- 
perd,  William  L.  Storrs,  Swann,  Swift,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, John  Thomson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Williams,  Yance.— 88. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARTIN,  the  title  of  the  bill  was 
amended  to  read  as  follows:  "A  bill  to  provide  for  the 
final  settlement  and  adjustment  of  the  various  claims  pre- 
ferred bv  James  Monroe  against  the  United  States." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  William  Smith, 
administrator  of  John  Taylor,  deceased,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

SUSAN  DECATUR. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  submitted  a  motion  that  the  House  do 
now  take  up  the  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decatur,  widow 
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and  Icnl  representative  of  Captain  Stephen  Decatur,  de- 
ceased, ct  a1. 

Mr.  .WILLIAMS  ,said  that  this  was  as  g-ood  a  time  as 
any  other  to  try  tlic  question  whether  the  House  meant 
to  conaider  the  bill  at  tlie  present  session,  an<l  he  tiicre- 
fore  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  con- 
sideration. They  were  ordered  by  the  House,  and,  beings 
taken,  stood — ^yeas  85,  nays  100. 

So  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  bill. 


Satuauat,  Febhuart  5. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State 
of  Missouri  to  sell  the  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools, 
a  seminary  of -Icaniiitg^,  and  salt  springps,  in  that  State,  re- 
ported an  amendatory  bill;  which  was  twice  read;  and 
the  question  being  put  on  engrossing*  the  bill  for  a  tliird 
reading; 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  observed,  tluit,  on  hearing  the  bill 
read,  he  perceived  that  it  contained  a  provision  to  which 
he  could  not  consent;  but  the  subject  presenting  itself 
suddenly,  he  was  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  suggest 
a  remedy.  The  bill  provided  that  if  the  proceeds  of  these 
lands  should  prove  insufHcient  for  the  permanent  mainte- 
nance and  support  of  schools  throughout  the  State,  no 
part  of  it  could  ever  be  applied.  Should  this  prove  to  be 
the  case,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  the  fund  prove  inadequate  to 
the  entire  support,  the  whole  object  would  be  defeated, 
and,  of  course,  generations  woulcl  die  in  ignf>rance.  This 
Mr.  R.  could  not  consent  to;  and  to  allow  himself  time  to 
prepare  an  amendment  to  the  section,  he  moved  to  post- 
pone the  bill  till  Monday— which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  WICKLIFFB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  explanatory  of  an  act  fur  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virgp.nia  line  and  navy 
and  of  the  continental  army,  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
approved  the  30lh  May,  1830;  which  was  twjce  read. 

Bfr.  W.  said  it  was  of  importance  that  the  bill  should 
be  speedily  passed>  If,  however,  any  gentleman  had  ob- 
jections to  its  passage  at  this  time,  he  was  willing  to  con- 
sent to  its  postponement  for  a  short  time,  to  allow  of  an 
opportunity  to  examine  its  provisions.  Mr.  W.  then  ex- 
plained the  object  of  the  bill;  when  the  further  considera- 
tion of  it  was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

JUDGE  PECK'S  TRIAL. 

Mr.  MAXWELL,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Accounts,  made  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  case  of  Judge  Peck,  attending  here  during 
the  last  session,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  the  witnesses  who  attended  before  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  tiie  Judiciary  in  the  case  of  Judge  Peck,  at  the 
last  session^  the  same  compensation  for  tiieir  attendance 
and  mileage,  respectively,  as  has  been  allowed  to  the 
witnesses  who  have  attenaed  the  trial  of  the  impeachment 
at  the  present  session,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount 
allowecf  to  them  at  the  last  session. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  SALT  DUTY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  re- 
store the  duty  on  imported  salt— the  question  being  on  the 
rejection  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  rose,  and  said  that  one  or  two  of 
his  colleagues  liad,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  upon  this 
bill,  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table;  and  hav- 
ing observed  that  the  Speaker  refused  the  motion,  de- 
claring it  to  be  out  of  order,  pending  an  objection  to  the 
second  reading,  lie  took  leave  to  say  that  he  respectfully 
apprehended  tliat,  from  the  recorded  decisions  of  the 
Hoiue,  the  motion  ought  to  be  entertained  by  tlic  ChuT. 


He,  therefore,  with  a  view  of  meeting  this  question  of 
order,  moved  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  pronounced  this  motion  not  to  be  in 
order;  whereupon, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  appealed  fi'om  tiiis  decision.  In 
suppcnt  of  his  course,  Mr.  S.  observed,  that  he  meant  do 
disrespect  to  the  Chair,  but  that  he  was  desirous  of 
knowing  whether  the  decisions  made  upon  motions  last 
}  car,  wuich  Were  parallel  with  the  present  motion,  were 
to  be  ovemdcd  \y^  the  Cliair.  If  they  were  to  Ijc  set 
aside,  he  was  anxious  that  the  House  should  have  notice 
of  the  fact,  and,  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  we  might  hove  the  point  stated  at  the  back  of 
the  journals,  where  all  matters  of  order  are  recorded. 
For  if  the  subject  was  not  disturbed  in  the  way  he  s-nij^- 
gcsted,  and  some  opinion  obtained  from  the  Chair,  t'.ie 
practce  of  the  first  ses.%ion  of  this  Congress  would  appear 
from  the  journals  to  contradict  lliat  of  the  second  season. 
Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  it  had  been  decided 
by  the  Speaker,  during  the  last  year,  that  the  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table  took  precedence  of  the  question  •*  Slinll 
the  bill  be  rejected  r"  and  cited  two  or  three  parallel 
cases  from  the  journals  of  the  last  session,  which  lie  read 
and  commented  on  to  show  their  similarity  to  the  present 
case.     When  Mr.  S.  Imd  concluded. 

The  SPEAKER  rose,  and,  after  admitting  that  the  pre- 
sent  decision  of  the  Chair  was  at  variance  with  the  decis  ons 
of  the  last  session,  which  had  been  cite<l,  proceeded  to 
explain  to  the  House  his  reasons  for  the  change.  It  was, 
he  said,  af\cr  mature  reflection  on  the  former  practice, 
and  afler  much  consultation  with  ti)0se  better  qualified 
than  himself  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the  qiii^tion, 
that  he  had  come  to  the  cor.clusion  that  the  former  de- 
cisions were  erroneous;  and,  being  so  convinced,  his  duly 
to  the  high  and  responsible  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the 
House,  did  m)t  permit  any  fear  of  apparent  inconsistency 
to  prevent  his  following  the  dictates  of  his  belter  ji:ug- 
ment.  The  honorable  Speaker  then  went  into  an  exami- 
nation and  exposition  of  the  rules  of  order  and  tlmiutarc 
of  the  questions  before  tlie  House,  to  show  why  the 
former  practice  was  erroneous,  and  the  present  dcciSion 
compatible  with  the  spirit  of  tlie  rules,  with  their  tnie 
application  to  the  question,  and  with  the  reason  of  the 
c:ise.     When  the  Spkakeii  took  his  scat, 

Mr.SUTHERLAND  again  rose,  and  observed,  agreatcr 
man  than  either  of  us  on  parliamentary  practice  [meaning, 
it  ispresimrcd,  Mr.  Hatsell,]  has  said,  "it  is  much  more 
material  that  there  should  be  a  rule  to  ^o  by,  than  what 
that  rule  is;"  and  I  think  upon  thrt  ground  alone  the  old 
practice  might  well  be  sustained.  As  to  the  reasons 
addressed  to  the  House  by  the  Sfeakxb,  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  Chair,  Mr.  S.  thoug-Iit  he  could  readily 
answer  them;  but  as  Mr.  Speaker  had  thouglit  proper  to 
change  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  he  felt  no  disposition 
to  urge  the  appeal  any  further,  and  tlierefore  witlidrcw  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  said,  that,  in  acccrdiincc  with 
the  wishes  of  several  of  his  friends,  he  would  wiilidn* 
bis  objection,  and  let  the  bill  proceed  to  a  second 
reading. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  moved  tliat  the  bill  do  lie  on  the 
table,  and  tlie  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  iIk 
following  vote; 

[Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Sotith  Carolina,  had  first  voted  in  tJic 
negative;  af\er  all  the  names  had  been  called,  he  observer 
that,  as  it  seemed  now  to  be  tlic  understanding  that  the 
bill  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  not  to  be  taken  up  sg:un 
during  the  session,  he  would  chang'e  his  former  rote  on 
the  question,  and  now  vote  for  the  motion.] 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Barky, 
N.  Barijcr,  J,  S.  Bai-bour,  Barringcr,  Baillcy,  r.»Jt*» 
Baylor,  Beekman,  Bell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  H«>cktf, 
Borst,  Brodhcad.  Brown,  Buiman,  Cahooii,  Cambrelcrg, 
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Carson,  Chandler,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clark,  Con- 
diet,  Conner,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Craig",  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creigliton,  Crocheron,  Crowninshield,  Daven- 
port, John  Davis,  Deberry,  Denny,  Desha,  Dc  Witt, 
Dodclrld^^e,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Dwight,  Ellsworth,  George 
Evans,  Joslma  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Findhiy,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry,  Gilmore,  Gordon, 
Grenncll,  Gurley,  Hall,  Ilalsej',  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hinds, 
Hodges,  Hoftman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hug-hcs,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  liiric,  Ing-ersoll,  Isacks,  Johns,  R.  M.  John- 
son, Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King, 
Lcavitt,  Lecompte,  Lent,  Letcher,  Lumpkin,  Lyon, 
Maiiarv,  Thomas  Maxwell,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery, 
McDuffie,  McTntire,  5r.Iler,  Mitchell,  Moncll,  Muhlenberg, 
Norton,  Overton,  Patton,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Pierson,  Polk, 
Kamsey,  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Russel,  Sanford, 
Scott, '  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shcpperd, 
Shields,  Semnies,  SiD,  Speight,  A.  Spencer,  R.  Spencer, 
Standefer,  Stephens,  Stcrigerc,  H.  R.  Storrs,  William  L. 
Slorrs,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  John 
Thomson,  Tucker,  Varnum,  Verplanck,  Wasiiington, 
Wa\  no,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Willams, 
A\  ilson,  Yancey,  Young. — 145. 

NAYS. — Mcisrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
Birnwe)!,  Bould.n,  Campbell,  Chiltls,  Coke,  Daniel,  W. 
\l  Davis,  Drayton,  Eager,  Earll,  Foster,  Gaither,  Ham- 
mons,  Harvey,'  Thomas  Irwin,  William  W.  Irvin,  Jarvis, 
Cave  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  Lewis,  I^oyall,  Marti ndale, 
McCoy,  Nuckolls,  Potter,  Roane,  Strong,  Taliaferro, 
Wiley  ^'hompson,  Tracy,  Trezvant,  Vance,  Vinton, 
CimpbellP.  White,  Wicklifte,  Wilde.— 41. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  following 
rcsol.it!on: 

liuohed.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives be  directed  to  procure  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
copies  of  the  debutes  of  the  State  conventions  on  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution  in  1787,  one  copy  of 
which  to  be  delivered  to  each  member;  and  that  tlie 
Clerk  be  directed,  also,  to  have  preserved  for  each  mem- 
ber an  extra  copy  of  the  reports  of  Congress,  at  each 
ses&on,  and  to  have  the  same  bound  in  a  strong,  cheap, 
ord.naiy  binding",  to  embrace  the  present  session,  and  to 
continue  in  future. 

In  support  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  JOHNSON  s:ud  that, 
when  he  had  the  honor  of  a  scat  in  the  other  House,  he 
had  been  provided  with  the  reports  of  this  Hotisc,  and 
that  they  were  of  value  to  him.  He  had  an  opportunity 
to  read  them  in  the  recess,  and  they  tlierefore  became  ol 
equal  value  to  his  constituents.  They  would  be  fa»md  of 
vast  importance  to  members  generally. 

With  regard  to  the  other  portion  of  his  resolution,  it 
provided  for  the  purchase  of  a  work  of  great  importance 
to  members,  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties.  The. 
oUif  r  House  had  passed  a  resolution,  by  which  each  mem- 
ber of  it  had  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  that  valuable 
work,  and  he  hoped  that  the  members  of  tiiis  House  would 
also  be  put  in  possession  of  it. 

Mr.   CJHLTON  would  not  consume  the  time   of  the 
H'm«e  in  debating  the  resolution  ?  but  would  content  hira- 
'  Sv!f  with  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  asked  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  CAMBUELENG  said  the  resolution  was  one  of  an 
obnoxious  character.  If  the  House  was  disposed  to  sanc- 
t >)n  the  measure  at  all,  it  should  be  done  by  law.  Reso- 
lutions of  a  similar  character  had,  at  the  present  session, 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Libraiy,  and  he 
hoped  this  would  take  the  same  direction. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  a  law  was  not  neccssar)'  in  this 
case:— it  had  not  been  the  cu.stom  or  practice  heretofore, 
sMulheaaw  no  necessity  for  it  now.     The  ticnate  bad  en- 


joyed the  benefit  of  the  work,  and  it  was  procured  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  joint  resolution. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WICKLTFFE,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolution,  it  was  referred  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee— ^}'eas  75,  nays  62. 

SALT  RESERVES  IN  ILLINOIS. 

The  bill  for  the  sa^e  of  landrj  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
reserved  for  the  use  of  salt  springs,  on  tlie  Vermillion 
river,  in  that  State,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the 
question  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  opposed  the  pasrage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  IRVTN,  of  Ohio,  supported  it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  replied,  at  some  length,  to  the  argu- 
ments urged  by  Mr.  Drattojc  against  the  right  of  tJie 
State  to  these  lands;  and  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  as  a  measure  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
United  States,  as  much  as  that  of  tlie  State.  He  said  the 
reservation  was  all  timbered  land,  and  the  laud  in  the 
vicinity  was  prairie;  that  the  sale  of  the  timber  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  improvement  of  the  country,  and  would 
cause  the  sale  of  a  much  larger  quantity  of  prairie,  which 
was  public  land.  He  believed  the  land  was  not  necessary 
to  support  the  salt  works;  the  sale  of  tlicm  had  been 
asked  for  by  the  Legislature,  and  he  knew  it  was  a  mea- 
sure greatly  desired  by  tlic  citizens  of  that  part  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  said  the  bill  had  uiidergone  a  tho- 
rough examination  by  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  that  committee  was  ununimcus  in  the  opinion  that  the 
bill  should  pass. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Messrs. 
DRAYTON,  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  WICKLIFFE,  DUNCAN, 
and  PETTIS,  the  question  was  put  ontlie  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  H.  Webb,  coming  up 
on  its  passage,  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  A\  ILLIAMS, 
BATES,  DRAYTON,  and  CUAIG;  and  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  JOHNSON,  of  Kciitjckv,  WIHTTLESLY, 
DUNCAN,  and  CONNER.  ^ 

[The  bill  provided  for  an  mcreasc  of  the  pension  of  the 
petitioner,  on  account  of  increasing  disability  from  a 
wound  he  received  from  an  Indian,  w  hile  carrying  the 
mail  through  the  Indian  country.  It  was  opposed,  on  the 
ground  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  pension  other  than 
those  who  were  wounded  in  the  military  or  naval  service. 
Mr.  CoNXKH,  to  show  that  Congress  had  passed  a  bill 
allowing  a  pension  in  a  similar  case,  reacl  tlie  law,  which 
granted  a  pension  to  the  widow  and  representatives  of 
John  Heap,  who  was  killed  by  mail  robbers,  while  in  the 
act  of  carrying  the  mail.] 

The  question  being  put  on  the  passjigc  of  tlxc  bill,  it 
was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  50  to  72. 

MONUAT,   FfiDRUAKT  7. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  memo- 
rial of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Souliiampton,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  and  State  t)r  Massachusetts,  praying 
that  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  providing  for 
an  exchange  of  lands  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
their  removal  and  permanent  setllenieiit  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, may  be  rv-pealedj  that  treUies  made  with  the  In- 
d'-ans,  heretofore,  may  be  inviolably  observed;  and  that 
the  said  Indians  may  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  landi,  and  in  all  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  engage- 
ments entered  into  between  the  said  Indians  and  the  Unit- 
ed Slates.  Mr.  E.  observed,  that  he  had  long  filt  it  to 
be  the  dut)'of  the  House  to  considi^r  the  uU-important  sub- 
ject of  this  memorial.  He  should,  himself,  by  way  of  resolu- 
tion, have  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject, 
had  no  other  member  expressed  an  intention  of  doing  so, 
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if  it  liad  been  possible,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  to 
move  a  resolution.  But  it  was  known  to  tlic  Chair,  that, 
for  several  weeks  pa:it,  there  had  not  been  a  moment  when 
it  was  in  order  to  move  a  resolution.  A  petition  from  a 
very  respectable  community  intlie  State  which  he  had  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  had  been  placed  in  hi«»  hands. 
By  the  rules  of  the  House,  a  petition  cannot  be  debated 
on  the  day  on  which  it  is  presented,  but  must  lie  on  the 
tabic  one  day.  As  petitions  are  received  only  one  day 
of  tlie  week,  on  Mondays,  Mr.  E.  observed  th^t  Uie  me- 


And,  on  this  motion,  Mr.  HAMMONS  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  VANCE,  then,  to  save  time  and  trouble,  withdrew 
his  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  on  agreeing^  to  the  resolution,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative — yeas  100,  nays  78. 

THE  JUDICIARY  BEPORTS. 

The  House  having  taken  up  the  resolution  mibmltted 
some  days  ago  by  Mr.  White,   of  New  York,  to  print 


morial  which  he  presented  must,  under  these  rules,  lie  on  throe  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
the  table  till  that  day,  and  then  come  up  as  the  unfinislicd  mittee  on  the  Judiciary  in  favor  of  repeahng  the  25th  sec- 
b\isincss  of  petitions'.  He  begged  leave,  therefore,  in  pre- 1  tion  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  together  with  the  counter 
senting  this  petition,  to  give  not. ce  that,  when  it  should  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee — 


come  up  on  Monday  n€xt,  he  should  feel  it  his  duly  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  very  important  question 
of  protecting  the  Indian  tpibei  in  the  possessions  and  rights 
secured  to  them  by  treaty  and  the  laws  of  tlic  United 
States. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition  of 
a  number  of  his  constituents,  praying-  aid  from  Congress 
for  the  Colonization  Society,  to  which  he  intimated  his 
own  disagreement,  but  moved  that  it  be  printed;  which 
was  ordered. 

THE  SALT  UEPORT. 

Mr.  MALLAUY  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  ManutUctures,  on  the  restoration  of  the  duty  on 
imported  salt,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CHILTON  was  opposed  to  the  motion.  The  bill 
was  (lone  with  for  this  session,  by  the  consent  of  both  its 
friends  and  enemies,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  letting  the 
report  sleep  with  the  bill.  The  report  conbuned  an  ex 
partc'argunient  on  the  subject,  which  Mr.  C.  did  not  wish 
to  send  among  the  people  Xvlth  even  tliis  ijidirect  sanction 
of  the  House.  The  country  was  now  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment, and  every  member  ouglit  to  be  M'illi ng  to  altay  that 
excitement,  instead  of  scndmg  forth  what  would  tend  to 
iricrcaso  it.  However  untenable  the  argument  of  the  re- 
port— an  argument  so  fallacious  that  any  schoolboy  could 
an  >w'er  it — the  order  to  print  an  extra  number  would  give 
to  it  some  degi'ce  of  importance.  The  report  w.as  prc- 
8\imed  to  be  the  production  of  an  individual  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mtuiufactures;  and  if  the  practice  were  to  pre- 
vail, it  would  become  an  easy  matter  for  any  mcml)cr  of 
the  House  to  have  his  opinions  sent  forth  with  this  sanc- 
tion, however  obnoxious  they  might  be  to  the  sense  of"  the 
Hotise.  If  gentlemen  desired  to  distribute  Cf)pics  of  the 
report,  let  them  do  it  at  their  own  expense,  not  at  that  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  printing 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MALLAUY  recjuested  that  Mr.  W.  would  with- 
draw the  motion,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  icpl)ing 
to  Mr.  CniLTOA*t  remarks,  but  Mr.  VV.  declined  yielding 
to  tlie  request. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  laying  this  motion  on  the 
table,  and  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  na^  s,  in  the  negul.vc; — 
yeas  ^O,  nays  lUO. 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SURPLUS  UK  VENUE. 

TbiC  motion  submitted  some  days  since  by  Mr.  J.vnvis, 
to  i)i".r.t  six  thousand  additional  copies  of  tlie  report  of  the 
Krkct  conimittec  appointed  on  so  miicli  of  the  President's 
m^s-iagc  as  relates  to  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  a!;ain  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  UKKL)  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  ad'  pting  the  resolution,  and  they  were  ordered  by 
the  Htnihc. 

Mr.  ^  ANCK  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  tabic. 


Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  might  be  suppased  that  he 
felt  some  interest  in  the  success  of  this  motion,  but  rrally 
he  felt  none.  The  question  on  the  repeal  of  the  2itli 
section  had  been  settled  by  the  House — settled  to  Mr.  B.'i 
entire  satisfaction.  This  decision  had  gone  forth  to  the 
people,  and  he  saw  no  good  purpose  it  could  answer  to 
send  the  two  arg^uments  of  the  committee  lagging  after  it 
through  the  country.  He  was  therefore  oppoi»cd  to  print. 
Ing  any  additional  copies. 

Mr.  H  AYNES,  of  Georg^  was  in  favor  of  printing  the 
extra  copies.  The  report  of  the  committee  contained  a 
fair  exposition  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  tlie  25th  sec- 
tion; and  as  there  lud  been  no  opportunity  fur  a  discus* 
sion  of  the  subject  in  the  House,  he  wished  the  argument 
of  the  committee  to  be  extensively  disseminated.  No 
man,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  more  attached  to  the  Union  of  the 
States  than  himself;  but  he  did  not  consider  the  proposi- 
tion to  repeal  the  section  as  any  attack  on  the  Union;  on 
the  contrary,  being  satisfied  that  tl\e  section  was  itself  un- 
constitutional, he  was  in  favor  of  its  repeal,  and  wished  the 
arg'ument  of  the  committee  printed  for  the  information  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  that  the  motion  be  laid  on  the 
table;  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request  of  several 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  DODDIUDGE,  of  Virginia,  remarked,  thctinudi 
had  been  said,  and  m&ny  allusions  had  been  made  to  an 
expression  of  his  on  a  former  occasion,  that  he  coosldered 
the  proportion  to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  judimrjr 
act  as  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dissolve  the  Union.  Such, 
said  Mr.  D.,  is  my  opinion.  It  is  my  opinion,  and  I  hope 
no  angry  feelings  will  be  produced  by  my  avowing  it 
Although  I  entertain  this  opinion,  I  was  willing  to  diacua 
the  bill,  and  it  was  no  fault  of  mine  that  it  w.is  not  discuss- 
ed. I  did  not  make  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  uu  the  table, 
which  precluded  debate.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  been  spoken 
to  by  several  gentlemen  to  support  tiie  printing  of  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  the  report,  &c. ;  and  although  the  ^^ 
port  and  counter  report  had  been  very  genewlly  pubbh- 
ed  in  the  newspapers,  he  was  willing  to  order  the  extra 
number;  indeed,  a  lai'ger  number  than  that  propo-^d. 
The  reports  were  important;  and,  in  the  pamphlet  iorm, 
i^entlemen  to  whom  they  were  sent,  would  be  morelikclf 
to  preserve  them  for  their  own,  and  the  perusal  of  oUien. 
lie,  therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so  as  print  six 
thousand  instead  of  tliree  thousand  additional  copies. 

Mr.  GORDON,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  remark  of  hii 
colleague,  as  to  the  character  of  the  bill,  he  mustcons-der 
as  a  direct  reflection  on  the  committee  which  reported  it. 
And,  as  one  of  those  who  concurred  in  the  report,  be 
must  protest  against  that  reflection.  When  a  commiitce 
of  the  House  had  given  to  a  subject  the  calmest  and  ma- 
turest  investigation,  and  a  motion  is  made  to  print  their 
report,  a  gentleman  gets  up,  and,  in  a  tone  of  alam),  d^ 
nounces  the  proportion  as  tantamount  to  a  motion  to  re- 
peal the  Union;  and  tliis,  too,  from  a  gentleman  whose 
legal  character,  and  whose  standing  in  the  Housfi  gaj* 
liis  oi)inion8  some  control  over  tlie  opinions  of  others,  lo 
an  opinion  so  erroneous,  and  a  cour:ie  so  cxtraordift>J7» 
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Mr.  G.  could  not  submit  in  silence.     In  rej^d  to  the 
Union  of  these  States,  Mr.  G.  said  he  viewed  it  as  the  pal- 
ladium of  our  hopes,  and  of  the  liberties  of  mankind;  and 
he  felt  as  stronff  an  attachment  to  it  as  his  colleague  could 
possibly  fed,  although  he  might  say  less  than  him  about  it. 
As  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  25th  section  of  the  judi- 
ciary act,  has  it  not,  Mr.  G.  asked,  been  mooted  frequently  ? 
It  was  neither  a  new  question,  nor  an  alarming  one.  Could 
it  be  new,  especially  to  a  Virginia  lawyer?  Does  the  gen- 
tleman not  know  tiiat  the  Virginia  judiciary,  with  Roane 
at  its  head,  had  solemnly  denied  the  constitutionality  of 
that  section  P     Did  he  not  also  know  that  many  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  State,  including  John  Taylor,  of  Caro- 
line, had  contended  that  the  section  was  unconstitutional? 
Did  not  Georgia,  the  other  day,  by  hep  Legislature,  deny 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act,  and  order  her  Extcutive, 
with  all  her  powers,  to  repel  its  cnforcemtnt  on  her?  Had 
not  Pennsylvania,  too,  declared  it  unconstitutional,   and 
resisted  its  executioc  ?    Why,  then,  this  tone  of  alarm  and 
terror?    Why  the  call  for  the  previous  question,  to  s\ip- 
press  debate  on  the  bill?    Why  shun  its  discussion?     Mr. 
G.  did  not  himself  desire  to  debate  it.    He  might  not  even 
have  deemed  this  a  proper  time  for  disturbing  the  ques- 
tion; but  he  ssLW  nothing'  in  the  proposition  to  be  alarmed 
at.  On  the  contrary,  1  declare  to  God,  exclaimed  Mr.  G., 
I  believe  nothing  would  tend  so  much  to  compose  the  pre- 
sent agitation  of  the  country,   and  allay  the  prevailing 
excitement,  as  the  repeal  of  tliat  portion  of  the  judiciary 
act.    Mr   G.  alluded  to  the  case  of  Cohens,  by  which  the 
State  of  Virginia  was  made  a  party  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  had  employed  distinguished  counsel  to  argue 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  authority  claimed  by  the 
court;  and  was  proceeding  to  make  some  further  remarks, 
but  checked  himself,  as  he  did  not  wish,  he  said,  to  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  question. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  observed  that  his  colleague's  re- 
marks about  the  previous  question,  and  about  the  sup- 
pression of  debate  on  the  bill,  did  not  apply  to  him. 
He  had  not  moved  the  previous  question,  or  made  any 
other  motion  which  would  preclude  debate;  and,  as  for 
what  his  colleague  thought  ^of  his  opinions,  he  did  not 
care  a  tittle — not  a  tittle.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  not  been 
averse  to  debating  the  bill;  but,  as  it  was  not  debated,  he 
was  in  favor  of  giving  the  greatest  possible  publicity  to 
tlic  arguments,  j^ro  and  co7i,  of  the  committee,  and  had, 
therefore,  moved  to  increase  the  number  of  additional  co- 
pies to  six  thousand. 

Here  the  expiration  of  the  liour  put  an  end  to  the  sub- 
ject for  tliis  day. 

iUNISTER  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  general  appropriation  bill; 
the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  STANur^nY, 
to  strike  from  the  bill  the  appropriation  for  a  salary  to 
the  minister  to  Russia. 

Mr.  SURGES  continued  his  remarks,  commenced  on 
Tliursday  last,  and  occupied  an  hour  and  a  half  in  their 
conclusion.  [They  are  inserted  in  connexion  with  the 
lirst  part  of  his  remarks.]     When  he  concluded, 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  obUined  the  floor,  but  yielded 
it  to  • 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  who  said,  I  thank  my  friend  from 


three  weeks  since,  sir,  the  belligerent  heralds  abroad  tri- 
umphantly announced  to  the  world  that  the  holy  cause  of 
calumny  would  be  vindicated  here,  and  that  a  dreadful 
vengeance  awaited  all  who  had  dared  to  rebuke  it.  We 
were  threatened,  sir,  with  volcanic  thunders — with  red 
lig-htnings  and  streams  of  liquid  fire.  We  have  witnessed 
this  long  anticipated  eniption,  sir — the  danger  is  past — ♦he 
planets  still  roll  on  calmly  in  their  eternal  circles;  even 
the  ciTatic  stranger  on  our  horizon  pursues  unmoved  his 
fiery  course — heaven  be  praised,  sir,  we  are  still  alive,  and 
breathe. 

As  the  storm  is  over,  sir,  allow  me,  in  replying  to  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  to  notice  briefly  two  points 
of  a  graver  character.     It  is  the  unquestionable  right  and 
duty  of  every  member  of  this  House  to  scrutinize  most 
severely  every  appropriation,  and  to  ex:unine  most  tho- 
roughly every  principle  and  measure  of  tliia  administra- 
tion.    But,   sir,   gentlemen  must  pardon  me  for  widely 
discriminating  between  a  dignified  contest  fur  principle, 
and  a  mere  personal  war  against  individuals  occupying 
distinguished  public  stations.     I  cannot  persuade  myself 
to  believe  that  tlierc  is  any  party  in  this  House,  or  in  this 
country,  who  would  seriously  desire   to  establish  the  ex- 
traordinary   policy  and  principles  involved  in  tiie  motion 
under  consideration.     1  cannot  believe  that  there  is  any 
gentleman  in  this  House,  or  out  of  it,  who  hai»  a  just  re- 
gard for  his  country's  honor,  who  would  deny  to  any  Ame- 
rican minister  abroad  the  privilege  of  temporary  absence 
from  his  diplomatic  station,  when  his  health  or  any  other 
sufficient  cause  should  render  it  necessary.     Hut  surely, 
sir,   no  gentleman  can  seriously  dispute   the  right  of  a 
minister  to  leave  the  court  to  which  he  mny  have  becnas- 
sigiicd,  when  he  acts,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr.   Randolph, 
undLT  the  express  authority  of  the  Executive.     I  may, 
perluips,  carry  my  notions  of  national  dignity  a  l.ttlc  too 
far,  sir;  but  I  should  contend  that,  witli  or  without  such 
authority,  such  a  discretion  was  absolutely  m.*cessai*y.     I 
should  lament,  indeed,  sir,  if,  by  adopting  narrow  views 
of  public  policy,  we  should  deny  to  our  ministers  abroad 
a  courtesy  which  is  demanded  from  us  by  considerations 
of  honor  and  Inimanity.     I  trust  that,  however  violent 
may  be  the  character  of  our  internal  wars,  the  wildest 
fien/.y  of  party  excitement  will  never  drive  us  into, mea- 
sures so  humiliating  to  our  ministers,  degrading  to  our 
diplomatic  character,  and  so  cfTectually  calculated  to  les- 
sen the  dignity  of  our  countrjin  the  eyes  (jf  the  world. 
But,  sir,   1  shall  not  waste  the  time  of  the  House  by 
gravely  arguing  any  such  questions.     This  is  not  a  con- 
test for  principles  of  any  kind.     The  sanguinary  current 
of  this  debate  manifests  too  clearly  its  aim  and  character. 
Gentlemen  may  shift  and  evade  the  question  :w  they  may, 
it  is  a  mere  pergonal  war  against  the  dist;n,:;'uished  indivi- 
duii.1  who  happens  to  occupy  the  station  in  question.    The 
war  is  out  of  place,  and  alto^'cthcr  too  late.  Where  was  all 
this  aficctation  of  a  pious  regard  for  the  public  interest — 
where  the  sleepless  vig-ilance  of  the  opposition,  when  the 
President  nominated  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as  our 
minister  to  Russia'  Where  was  all  the  infuriate  zeal  of  party 
in  the  Senate?  Why  was  the  unrelentingspirit  of  revenge 
so  calm,   when  not  a  voice  was  hc.ird  for  rejecting-;  tiiis 
nomination?     Was  it  because  the  gentleman  from  Vijg*i- 
niit  was  then  here  to  defend  himself?  And  is  this  w  r.r  now 


Virginia  for  hie  courtesy  in  yielding  me  the  floor,  for  there  commenced  becuse  the  Atlantic  rolls  between  him  r^nd 
ii  nothing  so  disagreeable,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  slumbering  on  !h"s  adversaries?     An  opposition  to  his  nomination  at  tliat 


these  little  animosities.  1  desire  no  lamp  to  barb  my  ar 
rows,  or  polish  my  weapons — no  nightly  errands  of  the 
imagination  to  the  commonplace  reservoir  of  antitiuity — 
no  pleader's  brief  to  prompt  me  in  replying  to  the  gentle- 
nian  from  Rhode  Island.  I  congratulate  him,  sir,  tbat,  af- 
ter three  weeks'  hard  study — two  days'  severe  and  labo- 
rious rhetoric,  and  with  the  fatiguing  aid  of  copious  notes, 
he  has,  at  hist,  discharged  his  fire.  I  rongi'atulate  the 
House  that  its  alarming  anticipations  are  over.    More  than 


time  in  ih.c  Senate  would  have  been  at  least  ir.orc  appro- 
priate and  respectable  than  a  contemptible  attack  upon  a 
minister's  salary,  as  a  mere  apology  tor  calumnlatinj,;;-  "the 
individual,  and  to  gratify  the  most  pusillanimous  of  cur  pas- 
sions. But  the  war,  sir,  is  in  perfect  keeping  with  its  or.g'in 
— it  is  a  war  of  rcvenj-;e-^— all  weapons  are  deemed  honor- 
able, and  a  relentless  animosity  subdues  every  impulse  of 
generosity  or  mas^nunimity. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
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should  have  made  any  aUiision,  in  a  debate  of  this  charac- 
ter, to  the  memory  of  the  late  representative  from  Illinois. 
It  was  roughly  oblnuled  upon  us,  sir,  and  I  must  be  par- 
doned for  nolicHig-  the  subject  in  any  manner.  1  1  ttlc 
thought  there  was  any  friend  of  the  late  administration 
bold  enough  to  revive  our  recollections  of  that  gentle- 
man's melancholy  fate.  I  concur  entirely  with  the  gen- 
tleman "from  Ulioilo  Island  in  his  just  tribute  to  his 
memory.  If  c  was  among  tlie  most  promising  members  of 
this  House — a  gentleman  of  talents  and  ambition — beloved 
by  his  friends,  and  admired  by  his  constituents.  In  an  evil 
hour  he  was  tempted  to  violate  his  obligations  to  the  State 
he  represented,  and  in  tliis  House  gave  the  vote  of  that 
State  to  the  late  President  of  the  Uniteil  States.  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  tribunal  he  had  ofFended,  but  a  judgment 
was  rendered  against  h.m.  From  that  hour  his  hopes  wi- 
thered, his  spirits  drooped — his  ambition  was  destroyed — 
he  fell  a  much  regretted  victim ,to  the  late  Presidential 
election.  It  became  our  duty,  in  the  progress  of  our  in- 
vestigations in  the  Commiltec  on  Ketrenchment,  to  probe 
the  mysteiles  of  the  various  departments  of  Government, 
and  to  disclose  many  glaring  abuses  of  the  public  confi- 
dence. We  discovered,  sir,  tliat  a  practice  had  grown 
y\\i  of  disbursing  moneys  without  appropriations — oi  liqui- 
dating accounts  without  law — in  short,  that  each  depart- 
ment had  Iti  little  legislation  of  its  own,  without  the  au- 
thority, co-opcratron,  or  knowledge  of  Congress.  Among 
the  disclosures,  there  was  one  of  an  exVraorciiaary  cha- 
racter. It  was  discovered  that,  while  the  late  adniniistra- 
tion  had  not  the  couraq-e  to  confer  on  the  representative 
of  Illinois  an  office  corresponding  to  his  talents,  and  to  the 
station  he  had  occupied  in  our  public  councils — while  they 
dared  not,  for  a  manifest  cause,  send  his  name,  coupled 
with  an  olhce,  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  they 
had  resorted  to  the  miserable  subterfuge  of  giving  that 
gentleman  a  secret  and  poor  employment,  under  a  vain 
hope  that  this  sin;;ulai*  transaction  would  remain  forever 
wrapt  in  diplomatic  mystery.  The  cmnmittee  ascertained, 
to  their  surprise,  and  to  the  astonishment  of  tlie  whole 
nation,  tliat  a  fictitious  mission  to  Cuba  had  been  created, 
and  tliat  the  late  representi^llve  from  Illinois  had  received 
his  outfit  from  tlie  secret  service  fund.  I  ha<l  not  supposed, 
sir,  that  there  was  one  friend  of  tlie  late  administraiion 
so  indiscreet  or  daring  as  to  remind  the  nation  of  this  dark 
and  mysterious  aliUir. .  We  have  much  reason,  sir,  to  con- 
gratulate our  coufitry  on  the  able  and  successful  services 
cf  the  present  admiiiistn.tion;  but  it  most  especially  dc- 
s.  rvcs  the  approbation  of  all  for  the  fi*a:;kness  of  its  pro- 
ccedir.gs,  its  faithful  adherence  to  our  laws,  ami  its  courage 
and  firiunes.;  in  encountering  and  arresting  every  violation 
of  the  constitution.  We  have  none  of  these  abuses  now, 
sir--  no  disbursement  of  the  public  money  without  the 
express  sanction  of  law — no  Executive  legislation — no 
diplomatic  mystery. 

Tlie  course  of  t!iis  debate,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  made  it 
my  duty  to  not'ce  some  lighter  matters.  I  have  no  desire, 
si:*,  to  appear  in  this  House  in  the  character  (if  a  satirist, 
wit'.i  my  bow  and  quiver.  Mine  is  the  humble  ambition 
to  be  clai-'Scd  witli  its  useful  members.  In  my  view,  the 
monuments  conslrucled  here  by  reason  and  judgment, 
arc  far  more  solid  and  durable  tiian  all  the  S])londid  but 
iiiure  perishable  draperies  of  the  imagis'alion.  But,  v.hat- 
cver  may  be  our  taste  or  ambition,  sir,  wboever  appeia*s 
he:e,  must  be  anned  at  all  points,  and  must  expect  to 
encounter  ai.tngonists  of  every  cl»aracter.  We  are  some- 
times called  upjn  to  engage  in  a  gentlemanly  tournament 
with  men  of  principle,  honor,  and  talent;  but,  sir,  in  siich 
a  generous  war,  however  keen  our  weapons,  we  leave  no 
Stan  upon  the  blade.  If,  in  a  sudden  impulse,  or  by  an 
uir^raceful  thrust,  we  should  wound  our  generous  adver- 
sary, it  Is  not  only  a  duty,  but  a  pleasure,  to  make  the 
*^  ai!tru(k  ho'/oruL/j.'*  Jjul  if,  Mr.  Speaker,  weaiesome- 
t.!n'r!>  vlr  veil  'o  V.\^  bard  n-  c/^s-tv  of  cncoanlcrin*'  .'.dvi-r- 


saries  of  another  cliaracter — if,  in  defending  our  friendji, 
we  are  obliged  to  turn  indignantly  upon  some  paltry  tnder 
in  low  calumnies  with  a  **lash  of  scorpions,"  or  crush  the 
vampyre  with  a  storm  of  invective — the  apology  is  llicn, 
sir,  not  due  to  the  offender,  but  to  oursel\*es. 

In  our  skirmishe*  and  excursive  wars  here,  sir,  we  can- 
not  choose  our  advei-sary,  nor  in  our  sports  select  our 
game.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  appears  to  have 
been  particularly  fortunate  as  a  sportsman.  He  has  winged 
"imperial  eagles,  towenng  falcons,  cock  sparrows,  and 
mousing  owls" — ay,  and  old  mousers,  too,  sir.  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  may  sometimes  start  other  game— we  may, 
in  our  skirmishes  here,  encounter  some  magnanimous  ad- 
versary— brave  and  generous  as  the  valiant  hov.nd— the 
leader  of  tlie  pack — one  who  yelps  and  pursues  nmi 

loudly  and  fiercely  when  tlie  game  is at  a  distance. 

Were  it  near,  sir — were  the  noble  s-tag  oucc  to  turn  h.j 
meteor  eye  upon  his  hunters — with  his  magnificent  antlirs 
erect  and  threatening — **Ti*ay,  Dlanch,  and  Sweethcct," 
would  whine  and  skulk — and  even  the  leailer  of  the  p^ct, 
ay,  sir,  even  old  Jowlcr  would  growl  and  sneak  awr.y. 

.  We  niay  be  obl'ged  also  to  contend  with  some  of  a 
more  respectable  family;  though,  perhaps,  not  more  dis- 
tinguished for  courage  or  magnaiiimity.  We  may  meet 
with  some  gentlemen  of  pectiliar  patjiotism  and  rdwK-d 
political  morality.  He  may  have  been,  as  a  partisan,  notori- 
ous for  his  vituperations  against  Jefl'erion  and  M:ul.>or>— 
he  may  be  distinguished  as  the  calumniator  of  evcr>  pro- 
minent member  of  a  party  uniformly  devoted  torcpubicaii 
principles  of  (Jovcrnment,  and  of  every  man  in  aia  mi?.- 
ner  distinguished  for  his  civil  or  military  services.  Our 
antagonist  may  be  some  partisan  patriot,  notorious  for  his 
hostility  to  our  constitution  in  1798 — to  our  laws  in  ISt'— 
to  our  country  in  the  war  of  1812.  Perhaps,  sir,  he  may 
be  an  outcast  of  some  ancient  and  forlorn  hopr,  uf  scru: 
party  publicly  accused,  upon  liigh  and  distinguished 
authority,  of  plotting  treason  against  the  Union  in  our 
late  war.  And,  sir,  it  may  be  the  peculiar  misfirlune of 
such  an  adversary — while  his  honorable  associates  reptl 
the  charge  with  proud  indignation — it  may  be  his  s:ul  d^- 
tiny  to  be  lashed  to  the  car  of  his  accuser.  All  the  cl  l.-  '} 
of  the  man  may  be  sunk  in  the  sycophancy  of  the  pnia-t' 
He  may  not  only  crouch  beneath  the  lash,  but,  Ike  ^ 
poor  slave,  bend  his  head  upon  the  footstool  of  liisdvu- 
guished  accuser,  hug  his  chains,  and  breatlie  out  vo*iof 
eternal  allegiance  and  fidelity. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  has  witnessed  ainn- 
terestiiig  age,  and  has  chronic}e<l  many  revolutioni  iu  ^  -^ 
pjlitical  world.  He  may  yet  live  to  see  some  such  p'>v' 
wreck  of  humanity  appearing  again  in  public  life— rip;- 
nerated,  recoined,  and  restamped — fresh  from  tlie  prcst 
national  republican  mint.  But,  sir,  whenever  and  wher- 
ever he  may  appear,  he  v,ill  bCj-as  he  has  always  l^is  beer, 
the  unrelenting  fee  of  every  man  at  all  respected  fur 
moral  dignity,  or  disthiguished  for  patriotism.  To  sue . 
an  antagonist,  the  past  can  JifTbrd  no  consolation—'-^ 
future  no  hope — he  who  looks  back  on  the  wreck  cf  Ij  ' 
political  fortunes  and  his  withered  hopes,  with  the  d.  ' ' 
glance  of  despair,  can  look  forward  only  with  a  mai  Cii-^*- 
eye — flushed  with  revenge.  The  history  of  his  ccmit  v 
affords  him  no  consolation,  save  in  the  recollection  ot  m  t 
memorable  hour  of  our  national  c;danut:es — the  hyii<  "^f 
his  triumph  and  the  patriot's  despair — w  hen  with  a  iki- 
sor.ablc  joy  he  saw  tlie  flashes  of  our  burning  vill.*,,c>  • 
the  North — the  fires  of  Hampton  and  li'a\  rededrai^- 
the  blaze  of  our  capitol — when  witli  treacherctis  tx  '  ^* 
tion  he  welcomed  the  arrival  of  an  invadhig  and  vitti^i 
army  on  our  Soutliern  frontier. 

1  he  hopeless  politician  turns  back  with  unnatural  -i;' 
light  to  tljat  awful  crisis  in  our  national  affairs,  v'  'f') 
every  America^  forgot  tlie  little  animosities  of  p.^»iV»  ^^"^ 
yielded  to  the  sublimer  impulses  of  patriotisnr,  ^^ht'' '  " 
bark  was  amidst  the  breakers,  aiul  the  sea  run  ii)-^  -^■'^'" 
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hig-h;  liihen  some  of  the  crew  mutinied,  and  all  hope  seem- 
ed to  be  losf !  The  treacherous  mutineer,  sir,  the  unhappy 
▼ictim  of  fdespair  and  revenge,  finds  sweet  consolation  in 
traducing  that  patriotic  and  gullant  crew,  who  stood  by 
the  helm,  and  breasted  and  weatliered  th€  storm.  But,  sir, 
tlie  sullen  and  desparing  alien  to  his  country's  honor  en- 
joys liis  sublimest  revenge  in  bitterly  calumni;>ting  the 
venerable  and  gallant  chief  ^o  ruled  inthe  storm  of  bat- 
tle, and  redeemed  our  lost  hopes — who  extinguished  these 
unhallowed  fires  upon  our  land,  and  washed  out  the  dis- 
honorable stains  upon  our  soil,  M^ith  the  blood  of  its  in- 
vaders. The  gloomy  and  desponding  victim  of  despair, 
brooding  over  his  withered  hopes,  can  never  pardon  x>ur 
Chief  Magistrate  for  desttoying  aJl  his  unholy  <Lnd  ambi- 
tious plans,  by  closing  the  calamitous  scenes  of  war  in-  a 
blaze  of  victor)-. 

If  it  were  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  too  great  an  indignity  to 
the  honorable  members  of  this  House,  I  might  concur  with 
the  gentleman  from,  Rhode  Island,  in  supposing  it  possible 
that  we  may  encounter  on  this  floor  some  member,  whose 
only  title  to  respect  would  be  the  certificate  we  all  enjoy 
of  tlie  confidence  of  our  constituents.  We  might,  perliaps, 
be  obliged  to  enga^  with  some  gentleman  remarkable 
for  his  modesty,  self-respect,  and  gentlemanly  refinement. 
Perchance,  some  disciplined  orator,  who  may  rise  in  this 
House,  with  all  the  pomp  and  magnificence  of  a  Demos- 
thenes— with  his  little  library  scattered  around  him — 
threatening  us  with  »  speech  of  admirable  dimensions. 
But,  with  all  this  parade,  he  may  yet,  sir,  disappoint  him- 
self, and  relieve  the  apprehensions  of  his  audience,  by 
sinking,  exhausted,  and  broken  down,  under  the  exces- 
sive weig!u  of  an  enormous  exordium.  To  young  modesty 
ajid  talent  this  would  be  a  calamity;  but,  sir,  it  is  liothing 
to  your  veteran  rhetorician.  Lifte  the  amphibious  and 
skilful  navigators  of  the  pearl  fishery,  though  they  may 
si:ik  in  one  latitude,  they  rise  in  another,  full  freighted 
with  all  the  treasures  of  the  deep.  So.  sirj  with  your 
veteran  speech-maker— this  ill-fated  exordium  may,  after 
some  four,  five,  or  six  weeks*  severe  latfor,  appear  in  all 
the  amplitude  of  a  pampiilet,  corrected  and  revised  by  the 
author.  And^  sir,  it  might  happen  that  this  same  pam- 
phlet may  contain  a  dehberate,  calumnious,  and  malicious 
libel  upon  some  prominent  mcmbet  of  this  House — per- 
haps, my  honorable  and  distinguished  friend  from  South 
Carolina.  And,  sir,  we  miglit  find  a  gentleman  of  such 
refined  delicacy,  and  of  so  nice  a  sense  of  manly  honor, 
as  to  convey  to  my  honorable  friend  a  copy  of  this  same 
pamphlet,  with  its  malicious  libel,  througli  the  medium  of 
the  post  office,  with  the  most  respectful  co^iiplimcnts  of 
the  author!  Now,  sir,  I  should  regfrct  to  imagine  it  pos- 
able  that  this  dignified  assembly  should  ever  be  disgraced 
by  the  presence  of  any  such  refined  calumniator.  Should 
it,  however,  ever  happen,  I  am  sure' the  gentleman  from 
khudc  Island  would  lament  with  me  to  See  my  honorable 
friend  from  South  Carolina  driven  to  the  hard  necessity  of 
grappling  with  the  miserable  author  of  such  an  exordium, 
pamphlet,  and  calumny. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  our  most  painfid  duty  in  U^se  our 
parliamentary  wars  is  to  encounter  age.  Not,  sir,  the 
venerable  sage  who  appears  amon^  us  to  instruct  us  with 
his  counsels  and  his  experience;  to  improve  dur  manners, 
by  setting  usa  p^entle  and-bUnd  example  of  parliaftientary 
courtesy;  to  wm  our  esteem  and  to  command  our  rcspfect 
and  admiration,  by  a  deportment  majestic  and  dlgnihed. 
No,  sir;  age,  in  that  vencratjd  form.  Can  'uc\*er  be .  en- 
countered but  with  feelings  of  profofind  reverence  and 
respect — the  heart  leaps  to.  do  it  homage.  But,  sir,  it 
may  be  our  humiliating  duty  to  encounter  It  in  anuflier 
and  a  less  dignified  fonn.  It  may  appear' among  usj  sir, 
w.lh  its  cert.ficate  stamped  upon  its  forehead,  of  forty 


every  principle  of  honor,  and  all  the  graces  of  gentlemanly 
decorum-^it  may  run  wild  in  this  House^  flourishing  its 
scalping  knife,  hurling  its  tomahawk,  and  scattering  its 
poisoned  arrows  with  malignant  and  savage  ferocity — it 
maj^  shock  our  modesty,  by  comparing  itself  to  the  noble 
bird  of  Jove — it  may  msult  the  patriotism  of  the  House, 
by  associatine^  itself  'with  the  venerated  form  of  the  im- 
mortal Wa^mgton — nay,  sir,  it  may  violate  all  decency 
and  molality,  and  blaspheme  our.  religion,  by  impiously 
assummg  the  holy  and  sublime  mantle  of  the  prophet  Eli- 
jah!' I  trust,  sir,  that  age,  in  this  degenerate  form,  has 
nevfer  appeared  among  us—^i  hope  no  such  original  will 
ever  disgrace  this  TlQUse — I  trust  it  is  **  but  fancy's 
sketch.'*  Should,* however,  such  a  calamity  ever  befall 
(IS,  I  am  sfire  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  •Island  will  con- 
cur with  me  that  it  would  be  sacrilege — it  woukl  be  an 
in^lt  to  venerable  age,  to  reverence  or  to  spare  *•  thfc 
chartered'  libertine." 

Mr.  Speakei*,  my  task  is  finished.  I  engaged  in'  this 
debMe  from  a  hard  necessity;  but,  sir,  it  Is  a  duty  I  shall 
never  slirink  from,  when  called  upon  to  discharge  the 
obligations  of  friendship.  I  have  only  to  regret  the  ab- 
sence of  the  gentlemen  calumrtiated,  who  would  have 
defended  themselves  With  infinitely  greater  abifity.  I  now 
resign,  sir,  most  cheerfully  resii^n,  all  the  honors  of  the 
ring,  all  the  vulgar  triumphs  of  the  fancy,  to  those  who 
habitually  indulge  that  exalted  ambition.  '  When  humble 
ambition,  sir,  is  driven  by  a  Jiuvd.  but  imperious  necessity 
to  "quit  the  even  tenor  or^tA  way,"  to  grapple  with  a 
Cribbor  a  Molincux,  the  severity  of  the  punishment  should 
correspond  to  the  enormity  of  the  sacrifice. ,  In  rebuking 
calumny,  sir,  to  the  best  of  my  poor  jftbility,  1  have  not 
ruffled  a  feather  of  tX\c  imperial  eagle,  "towering  in  his 
pride  of  place."  No,  sir;  wifhered  be  tlie  arm  that  woiild 
harm  the  bold  biTd.that  sports  ind  revels  in  the  purple 
cloud  of  waf-,  and  lights,  witha  triumphartt  wing,  on  the 
stanctard  of  victory.  No^  sir;  tlie  arrow  was  aimed  at  an 
ill-omened  follower  of  the  cjimp — at  the  sable  bird  that 
hovers  over  and  lights  upon  the  field,  when  tl>c  battle  is 
lost  and  won,  andvclawj  ni  the  graves  of  the  brave  fbr  its 
dreadful  food.  The  v-ulture  wmged,  the  true  sportsman 
pursues  such  game  no  further;  he  leaves  his  victim  to  rot 
upon  tlie  pluin,  ty  the  kind  care  of  its  du&ky  mourners, 
with  none  to  chaunt  its  requiem  but  myriadis  of  cawing 
crows  and  croaking  ravens. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  tlien  rose  to  address  the  House, 
but  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  ;^djoum;  and  then 

The  House  adjourned. 

TCESDAT,  FEBnt'Att'r  6. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  presented  the  petitioo  of  inhabitants  of 
the.county  of  Buckingham,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  pray- 
ing that  the  aid. of  the  General  Government  may  -be  ex- 
tended to  the  American  Colonization  Society,  either  by  a 
grant  of  money^or  by  employing  a  part  of  the  navAl  force 
in  transmitting  emigraiits  to  the  colony  in  Africa.  Refer- 
red. 

MINISTER  TO  RUSSIA. 


The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Staxb Ear's  motion  to  strike  from  the  general  appropria- 
tion bill  the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  minister  to 
Russia, 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  rose,  and  said  he  had  but  a  few  re- 
marks to  submit  upon  the  subject  now  before  the  House. 
He  could  wish  tliat  he  !»ad  none;  hut  to  be  silent  at  tliis 
time,  would  be  criminal  mdeed.  Much  which  has  been 
brought  into  tliis  discussion,  he  should  pass  over  as  un- 
worthy of  notice. 
He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Rhwlc  Island, 
years'  hard  ssrvice  in  th^  Old  Bailey— it  may  triumphantly  l[Mr.  Bunof.s,]  afield  having  commenced  and  continued  a 
uurtil  its  diploma  from  the  renowned  college  of  St  Gilcs'-^  |most  vindent  attack  Upon  the  administration,  and  the  gen- 
It  miy  lush  epon  us,  reckless  of  every  rule  of  propriety,  [tleman  who  had  been  appointed  minister  to  Russia,  should 
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bave  absented  liimself  this  day  from  the  House,  without 
waiting  to  see  whether  any  thing  could  be  said  in  tlieir 
defence.  If^  as  stated  by  him,  there  has  been  a  depar- 
ture from  the  original  question  under  consideration,  Mr. 
A.  knew  of  no  one  more  chargeable  fur  that  departm^e 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  himself. 

It  wa»  not  without  some  deg^e  of  mortification,  Mr.  A. 
confessed,  that  he  had  witnessed  the  course  which  th'^s 
debate  had  taken,  and  been  prosecuted  on  Uie  part  of 
certain  gentlemen/  He  did  not  mean  to  foHow  them  in 
that  tirade  of  cosrse  abuse,  vilification,  and  ridicule,  which 
they  had  thought  proper  to  indulge  in,  leaviiv^  them  to 
enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  such  pantomimes  as  have  been 
exnibited  upon  the  boards;  bat  he  should  Ireat  the  sub- 
ject in  general  as  it  deserved,  scrioudy,  and  place  it  upon 
that  ground  where  it  ought  properly  to  rest  The  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  bland  [Mr.  B.]  has  furnished  me  with 
admonitory  counsel  upon  this  subject,  of  vluch.l  shall 
claim  advantage,  when  he  jsid,  in  ulusion  to  anotlier  gen- 
tieman  in  this  debate,  [Mr.  CI^Tbbxli^no,]  that  it  was  the 
place,  and  not  tlie  man,  which  gave  character  to  the  sen- 
timents uttered  upon  this  floor,  an4  which  required  them 
to  be  noticed.  But  .for  this  consideration,  the  gentle- 
man should,  have  passed  by  me  "^  as  the  idle  wind  which  1 
respect  u0t." 

Mr.  A.  could  but  Unlicnt  that  the  p^ntlcman  should 
liave  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  give  vent  to 
that  *<  testy  humor"  fur  which  he  is  so  remarkable,  at  an 
age  when  he  may.be  said  to  be  looking  to  anutlier  world, 
*<wher^the  wicked  cease  from  trouble,  and  the  weary 
ai*e  at  rest|"  and  I  concur  with  my  colleague,  [M^.  Ookb,] 
that  it  woidd  have  bpen  far  more  becoming,  had  )ie  ob- 
served that  christian  virtue,  in  rather  forgiving  than  re- 
viling the  frailties  and  iofirmitles  of  a  feUow-morta1.  It 
IS  true,  sir,  tlie  gentleman  lias  dischMm^^d  saying  any  thing 
injurious  to  the  reputation  of  the  minister  abroad,  who 
has  been  made  tlie  subject  of  his  sarcasm;  for  he  well 
knew  that  was  beyond  the  reach  of  calumny^  or  tlie  venom 
of  a  vindictive  and  mali^^nt- spirit;  "while,  at  Uie  same 
time,  he  naa  portrayed  him  in  such  colors,  tliat  none  can 
mistake — applied  to  hin>  the  most  op43robrious  terms  wliich 
a  distempered  iifiagination  could  suggest,  calculated  tt> 
affect  his  standing  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  impair  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  tlie  power  that  appointed  him. 
What,  sir,  is  a  picU^re,  a  painting,  a  caricature,  less  a  libel 
or  slstfider,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  because  it  happens  not 
to  be  printed  or  spoken?  And  does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt,  in  bis  legislative  capa- 
city, by  saying  there  was  no  evil  intent  expressed?  I  shall 
not  admit  the  plea,  but  hold  him  responsible  to  the  law, 
as  it  is  written;  for,  sir,  permit  me  here  to  s.ty,  that  there 
is  notlung  which  tends  so  much  to  injure  the  character  of 
our  countnr  with  fbrei^  nations,  as  the  scurrilous  publi- 
cations ana  vile  aspersions  with  which  the  ptiblic  presses 
teem,  unless  it  be  persons  hirh  in  official  stations  at  home 
and  abroad,  who  malign  and  disparage  tiie  Chief  Magit- 
trate  of  the  Union.  '1  ne  design  and  effect  of  tlie  pliiiip- 
pic  which  we  have  heard,  cannot  be  misundei:stood.  It 
)s  intended  to  destroy,  if  possible,  the  usefulness  of  the 
minister,  in  accomplislnng  the  objects  of  hit  mission.  Klse 
why  these  extracts,  taken  from  the  speeches  said  to  have 
been  delivered  by  him  some  years  since,  and  read  by  the 
gentleman  from  llhode  Island,  [Mr.  B.]  unless  with  tlie 
view  to  prejudice  him  and  the  administi^tion  at  tlie  court 
to  wliich  he  has  been  sent?  Kven  admitting  all  that  he  i 
represented  as  saying  respecting  the  Russian  dynasty,  it 
is  a  matter  of  histor}-  known  to  the  public,  arid  about  which 
he  had  a  right  to  speak. 

The  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allude  to  the  recep^ 
tiun  and  conduct  of  the  minister  at  tlie  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, in  such  a  way  as  to  have  associated  himself  witli  the 
miserable  slangs  and  vile  slanders  ftibricatcd  and  circu- 
lated by  ccrlam  prcssci  fur  party  and  political  purpyac?, 


which  I  take  upon  myself  here  to  say,  from  autliority  not 
to  be  questioned,  are  without  any  foundation  in  trulh  to 
sustain  them.  His  reception  was  such  as  became  the  cha- 
racter of  a  gentleman,  and  the  dignity  of  tlie  GoTernment 
which  he  represented,  and,  upon  taking  leave,  the  best 
feeling  and  understan<Ung  subsisted  between  him  and  the 
official  minister. 

lUdlcule,  ax,  in  the  hands  of  an  ingenious  and  dexteroua 
debater,  when  argunient  fails,  is,  we  all  know,  one  of  the 
most  powerful  weapons  thatcan  be  used  for  popular eifect; 
and  the  gentlcnum  understands  perfectly  well  the  part 
th^t  he  is  placing,  if  he  be  content  to  suffer  in  that  estima- 
tion which  this  House  and  the  nation  must  entertain  for 
his  representative  character.  I  can  congratulate  the  gen- 
tleman upon  the  aid  which  he  lias  received  in  other  quar- 
ters of  the  House,  from  those  who  may  well  debcncto 
rank  as  his  noble  compeers  in  this  unholy  crusade  aguinst 
fair  fame  and  character. 

Gentlemen  have  said  much  of  constructive  journeys  and 
constructive  residences,  and  so  did  lYistram  Sliandy  say 
much  of  noses  of  ''radical  heat  and  radical  moisture/' 
wliich  may  be  as  well  understood  by  some  one  in  this  de- 
bate; and  tlicre  is  just  about  the  same  difference  between 
the  case  in  point,  and  what  they  wpuld  have  one  bf  iitve 
is  a  constructive  journey,  as  tliere  was  in  point  of  s;xe 
between  the  nose  of  Tristram  and  tlic  famous  SUwken- 
bergiur.  Gentlemen  seem  rather  sensitive  upon  this  sub- 
ject—all is  not  well  with  them,  1  fear.  It  may  be,  should 
the  bill  which  has  passed  tliis  House  regulating  the  mile- 
age of^ members  of  Congress  fail  to  become  a  hw,  they 
will  liave  an  account  to  render  nearer  home  of  a  consiruc- 
tive  journey — a  journey  performed  upon  the  peripiitry  of 
a  circle,  instead  of  tlie  diagonal  of  a  parallelogram;  awM 
like  tlie  bird  whenabirmed  for  the  safety  of  its  own  bi^^ 
seek  to  decoy  the  enemy  in  pursuit  of  other  game.  Cor- 
poral Trim,'  sir,  after  taking  his  position  on  the  floor,  \jiia 
his  body  squared  well  to  the  front,  according  to  the  l.ae 
of  science,  at  an  angle  of  eighty -five  and  a  half  degrees, 
always  began  reading,  **  w^ith  tlie  most  persuasive  angw  of 
incidence,"  his  sermon  to  my  uncle  Toby,  by  fiwt  sajing, 
"for  we  trust  we  liave  a  good  conscience."  . 

There  is  no  meeting  gentlemen  upon  a  tlieatrc  of  tlui 
sort,  unless  one  descends  to  an  arena,  and  do  there  con- 
tend with  men— 

•«  Bom  to  Tcx  a  Sute, 
Wiih  wrangliiig  Ul«iit«,  (ornii:!  Tur  A>ul  dtUtc' 

Mr.  A.  said  he  liad  no  asperity-  of  feeling;  no  antp^^'t^i^ 
to  indulge  in  against  any  one,  cither  in  this  House  or  out 
of  it.  He  did  noj  wish  to  war  a.^ainst  the  living,  mucU 
less  the  dead,  the  aged,  or  the  infirm!  But  he  hoped  be 
should  be  pardonecf  for  attempting  to  rescue  the  reputa- 
tion of  an  absent  gentleman  from  the  fiings  as  it  were  ot 
vipei-s,  who  were  as  "hungry  as  deatli,  and  unrelenting  tf 
the  grave." 

After  the  e:cplanatiQn  that  was  given  by  my  colkagufj 
[Mr.  Auc^xB,]  who  entered  early  upon  tliis  debate,  i  had 
hoped  that  tlie  question  raised  by  the  mover  would  have 
been  decided  at  once  by  tlie  House.  If  he  supposed  m 
this  way  to  assail  the  reputation  of  the  minister,  or  throiigj» 
him,  undercolor  of friendsliip,  the  administration,  w'"v' 
must  share  in  some  degree  the  rcspcnsib'dity  of  the  ms- 
sion,  he  Imml  wholly  failed  of  hlsjiurpose.  And  after  uic 
manifestation  which  tlie  gentleman  gave  on  a  forun-'r  ^^j 
casion  of  the  kind  of  friendship  lie.  bore  to  it,  none  tf.)i 
is|-cnvy  hini  a  distinction  which  he  mav  claim  exclusivth  l*** 
own.  ,  What;  sir,  are  wc  to  be  tolcf,  and  the  nution,  toCi 
and  that  upon  tiie  autliority  of  tlie  President  of  llic  I  n^w 
States,  that  we.hai'e  no  minister  to  Ihecourtof  St.  Feicrs- 
hurg,  when  it  is  well  known,  that  a  gentleman  wss  u^' 
lavly  nominated  M  the  last  session  of  CongiTSS,  .ind  c^n- 
firmed,  if  not  uuan  motisly,  without  even  a  diviiicn  I'V  u^ 
Senate?  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  ^'»''^^ 
h;iswcll  distingiii!»hcd  between  tlic  inond  ar.d  j"lit'-* 
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eiiect  which  such  a  dechmtion  goin^  forth  to  the  public 
shosild  have,  wiien  accompanied  with  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case  in  question. 

But,  says  tiie  gentleman  from  Rhode  Islaml,  [Mr.  B.] 
it  ia  the  illegality  of  tlie  measure  to  which  we  object. 
And  when  was  he  ever  known  to  raise  his  voice  against 
the  illegality  or  unconstitutioaality  of  any  measure  before? 
1  bold  it  not  proper  in  this  House  now  to  disapprove  tlie 
miajion  as  p.n  act  of  original  creation,  by  withholding  the 
appropriation  necessary  to  carry  it  into  executiorN  Ttie 
objection,  if  valid  at  a11»  should- have  been  urged  at'  the 
time  of  the  appointment  and  not  when  a  moru  obligation 
has  ari3en  on  the  part  of  this  Hottse  tm  carry  into  effect  tlie 
Rxecfitive  will.  In  this  way,  ^ou  may  control  and  coun- 
teract the  most  important  function "of  the  Executive  branch, 
which  was  intended  to  be  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
Legislative  Department.  I  shall  not  pzetend  to  say  that 
it  would  not  be  the  duty  of  thia  Uous£  to.  interpose  its 
authority,  and  prevent  an  improper -of  mischievous  mis- 
sion,  such  as  the  Panamaf  but  then' the  exertion  of  power 
should  go  directly  to  the  mission  itself,  and  not  to  any  per- 
sonal objection  which  we  may  have  to  the  minister;  that 
is  a  matter  belonging  exclusively  to  the  Executive  wilh 
I'he  gentleman  has  «lso  failed  in  his  analog}',  by  compar- 
ing tliis  with  the  case  of  Mr.  Cook,  who  was  appointed 
by  the  lats  administration*  at  a  time  when  he  was  physi- 
cally and  mentally  unable  to  undertake  any  business,  to  go 
to  C'lba — for  what,  nobody  knew-— merely  touched  there — 
pocketed  a  sum  of  the  secret-service  money  of  the  Go- 
vernment— ^to  what  amount,  I  believe,  Mia  never  ascer- 
tained—went home,  and  died« 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Bunoss]  has, 
however,  wisely  discovered  that  tiiis  mission  is  contraiy 
to  the  laws  of  nat'ons,  and,  therefore,  void;  and  how  does 
he  prove  it?  By  attemptinf^  to  show,  with  a  kind  of  spe- 
c'oit«  reasoning,  that  the  mmister  has  divested  luroself  of 
his  rights  and  privileges,  in  taking  up  his  residence  for  a 
time  in  a  country  beyond  tlie  control  of  the  Government 
to  which  he  has  been  sent,  when  there  is  hot  a  single  au- 
Thonty  in  the  whole  code^  respecting  the ^  character  of 
ministers,  gfoing  to  sustain  tlie  position.  The  argument 
which  has  been  presented  to  the  House,  might  with  much 
more  propriety  have  been  addressed  to  the  l&mperor  of 
Russia,  to  prevent  hi.s  accrediting  the  minister,  if  tiicrc  be 
any  force  in  it.  But^  unfortunately  for  the  gentleman,  the 
Emperor  disagrees  witli  him  in  his  view  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  has  not  only  received  and  aecredited  the  minis- 
ter, but  permitted  him  to  retire  to  another  kingdom  and 
carry  on  his  negotiation.  The  same  rights,  iromuniticSj 
and  independence,  which  belong  to  the  character  of  min- 
isters travelling  to  and  from  one  court  to  another, 
through  the  dominions  of  different  sovereigns,  still  follow 
him;  and  it  will  be  time  enotigli,  when  these  are  violated, 
to  consider  the  question  whicli  has  been  raised  tn  this  de- 
bate. If,  however,  the  law  of  nations  should  prove  Inade- 
quate fur  this  purpose,  the  minister,. with  the  aid  of  the 
n'linicipal  authorities,  wherever  he  may  be,  wilj  be  able  to 
take  care  of  himself;  and,  if  not,  I  can  assure  the  gentle- 
man, he  will  never  ask  protection  at  hia  hantls;  lor  that 
would  be,  as  the  law  has  it,  tommlttare  agnu/niupo. 

The  srentleman  is  equally  unfortunate  in  the  authorities 
adduced  to  prove  tliat  the  commission  of  the  minister  is 
at  an  end.  The  object  for  whicli  he  m'as  sent  abroad  has 
not  been  accomplished;  neitlier  has  lieheen  recalled,  nor 
sent  home,  or  any  where  ebc,  exeept  with  tlie  permission 
of  his  own  Government,  the  court  of  Ituaaia,  and  his  own 
free  wilL  The  term  elsewhere,  as  used,  and  upon  which 
tlie  gentleman  mainly  relies  his  argument,  can  only  mean 
when  sent  to  some  other  court,  by  order  of  his  Govenv 
niv'iit,  for  a  diiferent  purpose.  The  events  then  not  hap* 
peningv  which  terminate  his  mission  by  the  law  of  nations, 
he  may  be  said  stilt  to  be  invested  with  all  the  rights  and 
immunities  which  originally  belonged  to  him. 


Mr.  A.  desired  to  know  how  came  the  diplomaiUc  term 
in  use,  which  says,  that  such  a  person  is  appomted  minister 
near  the  court  of  Rusi'a,  of  England,  or  the  United  Sutes, 
if  it  does  not  imply  an  occasional  absence,  or  residence  in 
a  foreign  territory,  or  not  immediately  at  the  seat  of  Go- 
vernment. Would  the  British  minister  be  less  so^  if  he 
were  accredited  by  this  Government,  and  resided  in  Ca- 
nada or  Texas,  than  he  is  no«r  at  the  city  of  Washington.^ 
I  apprehend  net.  The  mere  circumstances  of  rc«dence» 
I  tlier^fore  con^r  as  a  matter  of  arrangement  between 
the  respective  sovereigns  and  their  msnisterssa  to  the  most 
convenient  and  best  mode  of  conducting  the  negotiation. 
There  is  solittle  In  this  |»mnt,  that  I  shall  not  bestow  upon 
it  any  further  consideration.  '  '  ^ 

The  Pi^dent  has  fairly  and  properly  stated  the  subject 
to  this  Hoitte  and  the  natton<  he  has  informed  us  that  our 
relations  with  Russia  are  upon  tlie  most  friendly  and  stable 
found^tipn,  and  imt  likely  lo  be  disturbed^  that  our  minis- 
ter, shoitly  alter  his  arriv^  there,  was  compelled,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  bad  .state  of  bis  health,  to  seek  a  more 
genial  climate,  with. .a  view  to  its  re-ertablisbment,  inti- 
mating, at  the  same  time,  that  there  was  no  dangtr  of  our 
interests  sttfTering  in  that  quarter,  99  the  necessaiy  commu- 
nication could  be  kept  up  through  the  secretary  of  lega- 
tion, who  was  left  there.  Even  this  young  man  has  not 
been  permitted  to  escape  the  vituperation  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Islaml,  [Mr.  BuaoEs.]'  He  has  been 
represented  as  having  nothing  hut  youth  and  Ilia  ttmame 
to  recommend  him  to  publie  notice.  I  riiall  not  pretend 
to  spctik  of  his  merits,  as  they  are  better  known  to  the 
representatives  from  Philadelphia,  the  place  of  his  resi- 
dencev  who  are  more^able  toTindicate  them  tlian  I  am.  I 
have,  however,  always  understood  that  he  is  a  young  gen- 
tleman in  good  standing  and  most  exemplary  deportment. 
It  is  true,  he  has  not  had  qiucli  knowledge  or  experience 
in  tlie  world;  yet,  with  a  ftw  exceptions,  it  ia  generaUjT 
the  case  of  those  most  usually  appointed. 'Since  the  gentle- 
man has  taken  tlponhimselfto  clraw  a  compariaon-  betweea 
youth  and  old  agci,  I  hope  to  he  tfardoned,  nnoe  be  has 
espoused  the  last,  for  advoeatm|r  the  first,  in  the  language 
of  anilliutrious  individual  on  another  occasion: 

'*  Whether  youth  can  be  imputed  to  any  man  as  a  re- 

g  roach,  1  will  not  assume^  the  ^province  of  detenniningi 
ut  surely  age  may  become  justly  contemptible,  if  the 
opportunities  which  it  brings  have  passed  away  without 
improvement,  and  vice  appears  to  prevnl  when  the  paa* 
sions  should  have  feubsidecf.  .  lie  who,  after  liaving  seen 
the  consequences  of  a  tiioiisaiid  errors,  Continues  s6U  to 
vilify^  and  whose  age  has  onlv  added  obstinacy  to  malig- 
nityj  is  surely  the  object  of  either  abhoFrence  or  contempt, 
and  deserves  nt>t  tliat  his  greyiiead  should  seciure  him 
from  insults. 

«  Much  more  is  he  to  be  abhorred,  who,  as  he  has  ad- 
vanced in  age»  has  receded  from  virtue,  and  becomet 
more  wicked  wdth  less  temptation;  who  prostitutes  himself 
for  a  reward  which  he  never  can  hope  to  enjoy,  and 
spends  the  remains  of  his  life  in  the  ruin  of  his  oountfy." 
Hot  after  all,  said  Mr.  A.,  is  this  an  affair  of  such  mo- 
ment as  to  justify  the  vindictive  feeling  whieh  the  gentle- 
man has  thou^t  proptir  to  bnng  into  this  debate?  Is  it 
not  usual,  during  the  absence  of  the  minister,  to  entrust 
the  bumnesa  to  a  eliarg^  nr  even  a  secretary  of  legation, 
as  I  think  was  the  ease  of  our  late  miniiter,  Mr* 
King,  who,  at.  the  t^me  of  his  appointment,  it  was  well 
known,  could  not  conduct  a  laborious  and  complicated 
negotiation,  from  the  delicacy  of  his  health,  and  was  per- 
mitted to  sojourn  through  Engliand,  with  tlic  hope  of  its 
recovery?  Tet,  sir,  (fid  any  one  ever  think  of  denying  to 
him  a  «alary  necessary  for  his  support,  and  created 
by  every  moral  consideration?  Waa  not  Mr.  Barlow 
allowed  to  leave  France  and  go  into  a  foreign  country 
for  the  benefit  of  liis  hcahh,  where  he  died.'  Th^  sam* 
privilege  has  been  enjoyed  by  our  htc  minnter,  (Mr. 
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Brown,)  as  stated  by  the  honorable  g'entleman  from  New 
York)  [Mr.  Cambkkleno;]  and  where  then  waaHhis  new- 
born zeal  which  has  so  suddenly  sprung  up  on  the  part  of 
certain  ^entlenfien,  in  behalf  of  the  people? — ^this  resist- 
ance to  the  encroachments  of  power,  which^  for  the  fii!.st 
time,  has  ever  shown  itself  in  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Ishind?  ['Mr.  Buaoxs.]  It  was  as  »lent  as  tlie  g^aTc!  But 
because  it  happens  t»  he  the  distin^ished  g^rntleman, 
whom  enry,  iTiatice,  and  dettaction  have  ^  sought  ki  vain 
to  destroy,  and  hailing  as  he  does  from  Virginia,  are  these 
denunciations  and  « vials  of  wrath'^  poured  outAipon  his 
devoted  and  unof|[ending  head!  They  have  lieen  met  by 
my  colleagues,  and  the  hcmorable  gentleman  from  Georgiai 
[Mr.  Watkx,]  in  such  a  style  and  manner,'  that  1  shall  not 
flttem{«t  to  eraakte  tliemiiind.  the  .assailants,  scoffers,  and 


deriden^  hare  been  thrown  back,  cerered  wilh  sliameand  hended  to  bis  constilatton,  which  he  had  to  meet,  but  t 


confusion. 

As  t9  what  the  gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allege  as 
fraudulent  diploma^  in  the  S;ipretary  of  State — ^machina 


tions  on  the  part  of  the  administration,  in  attempting  to  is  he  to  be  denied  a  compensation  which  never  could  htre 


his  country  to  enter  upon  this  new  and  untried  scene. 
And  yet,  sir,  we  are  gravely  asked  where  ai%  the  monu* 
ments  of  his  genius,  the  fRbrics  of  his  workmanship, 
which  entitle  him  to  this  distinction }  As  well  might  geii' 
tlemen  ask  Virginia  for  her  jewels,  and  they  would  receive 
the  same  answer  in  reference  lo  him  that  was  given  hf 
the  mother  of  the  Gracchi.  From  the  honorable  msjincr 
in  whidi  the  olTer  was  mad^,  his  patriotism,  yes,  sir,  his 
patriotism,  did  not  permit  him  to  deeline  a  service  so  hi^ 
zardous  to  hiroielf  personally,  if  he  could  be  at  all  useful 
to  his  country;  and  with  profhptness,'  although  Congress 
failed  to  provide  him  with  the  necessary  outfit,  did  he  re- 
pair upon  his  own  resources  to  fulfil  the  expectations  of 
his  Grovemjnent. 
It  was,  sir,  no  Russian  winter,  so  much  to  be  appre- 


tropical  sun,  as  fatal  to  his  health  at  tlie  period  of  hisar* 
rival,  as  if  ho  had1>een  landed  at  New  Orleans  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi;  and  for  this  vimtation  of  Providence, 


bribe  tlic  State  of  Virginia,  and  the  gentleman  upon  whom 
tike  mission  was  conferred,  1  shall  say  nothing  further 
than  to  state  that  tliis  House  and  the  nation,  knowing  the 
person  who  makes  the  charge,  and  that  it  exists  in  his  own 
imagina^n,  unsupported  by  any  evidence  whatever,  will 
put  it  down  to  its  proper  account. 

Sir,  .said  Mr.  A.,  it  is  not  the  first  time  that  I  have  i»dt- 
nessed  an  attempt  in  this  House  to  injure  the  well-earned 
reputation  of  the  gentleman  abroad,  when  the  distance  of 
three  tliousand  miles  separated  him  from  his  assailant,  and 
then,  as  now,  With  perhaps  scarce  a  hopr  of  being  again 
able  to  return  to  his  own  native  shores!  Ppovidence, 
however,  was  pleased  to  .spare  his  Ufer«nd  he  met  the 
attack,  and  has  placed  that  matter  where  his  honor  and 
intcgrky  rest  perfectly  secure.  How  it  is  on  the  otliec  side, 
let  the  seal  or  Hermes  xllsclose. 

NoW)  sir,  neither  tlie  distingfuifthed  gentleman,  nor  the 
State  which  claims  him  as  a  citizen,,  ever 'sought  the  honor 
which  tliis  appointment  conf^rr.  Neither  has  ever  been 
found  bowing  to  the  subserviency  of  Executive  power, 
or  truckling  at  the  footstool  of  a  foreign  throne;  and  tlie 
insinuation  which  iias  been  thrown  out,  is  worthy  only  tlie 
character  of  the  servile  sycophant,  who  knows  how  to 
minister  to  the  vnW  of  Executive  patronage,  and  wor- 


been  a  consideration  with  him  for  accepting  the  apposni- 
ment?  JNo  one  who  knows  him  will  ever  believe  that  he 
would  •*scll  the  mighty  space  of  his  large  honors,  for  so 
muchtvash  as  may  be  grasped  thus." 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  necessary  fbr  me  to  stand  here  as  his 
eulogist.  His  feme  is  written  upon  every  page  of  his 
country's  history,  and  is  as  lasting  as  his  own  native  hills. 
Those  gentlemen  who  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  hare 
done  full  justice  to  his  merits,  and  I  cou)d  only  follow  in 
their  wake,  without  the  hope  of  adding  one  wreath  to  the 
cbaplct  that*  deco^ates  his  brow.  I  shall,  however,  sar, 
amidst  all  the  billingsgate  abuse,  vile  contumely,  and 
•*  back  woimdJng  calumny,  which  strikes  the  whitest  vir- 
tue,'' he  stands  fike  the  aged  oak  of  the  forest,  uilfcath. 
ed,  glorying  in  his  height,  conseious  of  a  well-spent  hfem 
his  country's  cause,  and  knowing  that  he  still  lives  in  the 
hearts  and  aflections  of  his  fellow-citizens,  whom  he  has 
served  faithfullv,  honestly,  and  independently,  for  the  last 
thirty  years,  and  none,  the  vilest  recreant,  dare  enter 
thei-e  to  rob  him  of  his  good  name. 

Mr.  PE  ARCE,  of  Rhode  feland,  next  rose.  In  the  few 
remarks  which  I  intend  to  submit  to  the  House,  said  Mr. 
P.,  it  will  not  be  my  object  to  consider  the  question  asonc 
confined  to  Mr.  Randolph,  or  any  other  individual,  but  to 


which  the  Gbvernment  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
tablish  and  enforce.     This  debiite  would  have  b«n  f"^' 
tailed  if  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  me  had  conhneo 

real  subiect  of  dispute.   Mr,  > 


ui 


ship  at  the  shrine  of  idolatry:     Virginia  ow^  allegiance  all  persons  ^ose  cases  may  come  within  certain  rules 

to  no  administratioh,  further  than  it  may  choose  to  respect     »•  «^-«'- *  ^r  .u^  tt»:*^^  g.««««  murhttocs- 

the  rights  of  th6  citizens,  and  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitulton.     She  stands  towards  this  as^  she  has  done  to  all 
others,  approving  where  she  can,  and  condemning  where 
she  must.     So  long  as  it  acts  £iiithfully  io  tlie  people  and 
the  constitution,  she  wiQ  give  it  a'justaiid  honest  support. 
Ol^en  has  she  discarded  her  political  favorites  when  they 
have  deputed  from  the  faith,  and  received  them  back 
only  when  they  liave  turned  from  the  error  of  their  ways. 
How  was  this  appointment  made  I    It  was  given  in  con- 
sTideration  of  the  distinguished  public  services  of  the 
honorab^  gentleman  who  had  retn*ed  to  ropose  from  the 
turmoils  and  strife  of  the  political  worId«  witli  no  wish  or 
expectation  of  being  again  palled  upon  to  mingle  in  them. 
At  a  time  when  he  had  performed,  as  lie  sU|)posed,  the 
last  duty  he  owed  to  his  feUow-oitizens,  tlioseconstjtuents 
whom  the  gentleman,  from  Rhode  I^lnd  [Mr.  Buvoss] 
has  so  sneeringly  alluded  to,  .when  he  remarked  that  he 
liad  once  heard  him  (Mr.  Randolph)  say  in  tliis  House, 
•*they  were  such  as  no  man  ever  liad  before,"  and  he 
[Mr.  BuBoss]  helieved  it.     Yes,  sir;  I  sliall  tell  the  gen- 
tleman they  are  such  as  he  will  never  have  the  honor  to 
As  I  was  about  to  say,  when^  he  had  discharged 

_^       <•  I  . f^.       t  t«^_    ._     i_i_ a:j....-.4.^     :.«  4.1.-. 


serve. 

liie  last  act  of  his  political  IHTe  to  his  constituents,  in  the 

convention  which  recently  revised  their  State  eonstitution,  I  and  respect  for  that  empire, 

where  the  powei-s  of  his  mind,  and  his  sa^^ity  as  a  states-  ship  towards  the  United  «ta — , 

man,  claimed  for  him  a  |we-eminent  distinction  among  tained  on  our  part,  and  so  carefully  cherished  by  tiuj^^ 
tho^  with  whom  he  \>  as  associated,  wa«»  he  rer|uired  by  sent  Emp-ror  and  Jiis  illuntr'oiis  prHccesfior,  s?  vO 


their  remarks  to  the  real  subject  of  dispute 
Bjiren  is  net  now  on  trial,  nor  is  the  President  ottne 
United  States,  but  tlie  question  is  one  which  will  admit  oi 
discussion  under  any  administration;  if  not  now  settle ., 
may  be  hereafter  presented,  and  may  agnin  be  the  truiuu 
source  of  contention  and  discord.  Of  all  species  o|  k- 
gisktion,  that  to  my  mind  is  the  most  odioi:s  which  rew*^ 
to  individuals,  or  the  particuUr  cases  of  indivithjais.  iJcng 
unwilling  also  to  travel  out  of  the  road,  and  anxions  ro 
bring  thU  debate  to  a  close,  I  will  also  confine  my sdio 
the  only  information  which  we  have  receded,  ana  w 
which  we  can  well  rely,  so  far  as  the  question  vr^^f^}^ 
for  our  consideration  is  involved.  What  is  that  inlorntf- 
tion,  and  from  what  source  dees  it  come?  l-^om  the  i'Tt 
dent  of  the  United  States  in  his  first  communicauon  n;n.a« 
to  Congress  this  acstton.  Tliis  comes  to  us  m  an  c r.i<.^ 
form,  under  the  impress  of  our  Executive?  »t«*'" 
we  have  received  officially,  and  all  that  we  can  w-tu  p-^ 
prietyl-cferto.  Let  us  i-efer  to  tliis  information. 
President  ofihe  United  States,  after  informing  «« J»J 

our  reUtions  with  Russia  are  of  the  most  stable  c»»^^\' 

and  confidence  in  Its  fne"J- 

States,  have  been  ao  lov.j  enter- 
'  -••-'--  pre* 

.  .  -    -..     .  „- lave 
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become  incorporated  with  the  public  sentiment  of  the 
United  States— no  iiiean^  (sayshej  will  be  left  unemployed, 
on  my  part,  to  promote  these  salutary  feeling's,  and  those 
improvements  of  which  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  susceptible.  "  I  sincerely  re- 
gret to  inform  yoa,  that  our  minister  lately  commissioned 
to  that  dottrt,  on  whose  distinguished  jtalents  and  great  ex- 
perience in  public  affairs  1  place  great  reliance,  lias  been 
compelled,  by  cltreme  indisposition,  to  exercise  a  privi- 
legne,  which,  in  consideration  of  the  extent  to  whieli  his 
constitution  had  been  impaired  in  the  public  senxe,  was 
committed  to  his  discretion,  of  leaving"  temporarily  his 
post,  for  the  advantage  of  a  more  g'enial  climate." 

"  If,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  l\:s  liealth 
should  be  such  as  to' justify  him  in  doiri^sa,  he  will  repair 
to  St.  Petersburg",  and  resume  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties.  I  have  received  the  most  satisfactory  as- 
surance, that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  public  interests,  in 
that  quarter,  will  be  preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the 
intercourse  which  he- will  continue,  througli  the  secretary 
of  legation,  with  the  Russian  cabinet." 

I  have  found  it  necessary  to  qtiote  the  Iang\iage  of  the  a 
President,  because,  as  already  stated,  it  is  all  the  infor-  a 
nriation  communicated  ofitciully  to  us,  relative  to  the  mis 
«:on  to  Russia,  and  all  upon  which  I  shall  rely  in  justifica 
tion  of  the  remarks  to  be  made. 

The  House  will  indulge  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  while  I  at- 


constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  although  he  may- 
be denominated  a  minister,  and  accredited  as  such  at  a 
foreigti  court,  is  not  and  cannot  by  us  be  recognised  as 
such.  Does  the  appointing  power  rest  exclusively  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States?  Let  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  settle  this  question:  •*  The  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint,  £.mbassa- 
dors,  and  other  public  ministers."  The  power  to  nomi- 
uate  is  vested  exclusively  in  the  President,  but  no  appoint- 
ment can  be  made  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  it  is  the  province  of  the  Senate  to  act  upon 
every  thing  appertainmg  to  tlie  nomination  before  the  ap- 
pointment is  complete.  The  minister  must  be  commis- 
sioned b^*  the  President,  according  to  the  ratification  of 
his  nommation.  Suppose  Mr.  Randolph,  nominated  by 
the  President,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appointed  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, had  been,  in  conformity  to  a  previous  arrang-e- 
ment  between  him  and  the  President,  commissioned  min- 
ster idenipotcntiary  to  the  court  of  Stockholm.  Is  there 
man  in  this  House  who  would  say  that  we  ought  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  liis  salary?  I  presume  not.  He 
would  be  illegally  commissioned,  would  not  be  our  minis- 
ter at  Swc<lcn,  and  could  not  be  tlie  minister  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  the  cnurt  of  R^issia.  What  is  the  present 
casc>  Mr.  Randolph  is  nominated  bv  the  President  minis- 
tempt  to  make  an  analysis  of  this  information.  So  im-  ter  to  the  court  of  Russia,  with  the  previous  understand- 
portant  is  it  to  tliis  country  to  promote  the  salutary  feci-  jing  between  him  and  the  President  that  he  should  have 
ings  which  have  heretofore  subsisted  between  the  Russian  the  privilege  committed  to  his  disci^cHon,  of  residing  in 
empire  and  the  United  States,  no  means  will  be  left  un-  Kngland,   or  any  other  p.irt  of  Kurope,  whenever  he 


employed  to  accomplish  that  object.  To  effect  this  ob- 
ject, so  important  in  the  estimation  of  the  President,  not 
only  the  greatest  talents,  but  the  greatest  experience 


houhl  think  "proper  to  exercise  that^ privilege,  and  fop  an 
unlimited  period  of  time.  This  agrcenient,  and  this  dis- 
cretio!mry  e!^ercisc  of  pnvHege,  is  unknown  to  the  Sen- 


wliich  the  country  can  afford,  are  to  be  employed.  So 'ate,  vrith  v?hose  advice  and  consent  the  appointment  was 
necessary  was  it  to  employ  such  talents  and  experience,  'made,  aivl  witliout  which  it  could  hot  have  been  mn<le. 
that  to  command  th^n,  a  privilege  was  .committf-d  to  the  To  me",  Mr.  Spcakci-,  ti:e  whole  proceediif^s  appear  to 
discretion  of  Mr.  Rundolpli,  of  leaving  the  court  of  Ras-  have  been  -irregular,  illegid,  unpreccdefttcd,  and  tlic 
eia,  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  his  health  required  him  to  i  tV'hole  transaction  void  from  the  beginning?  that  we  con- 
exercise  this  privilege.  We  have  no  minister  now  at  the  Iscqitcntly  have  r.o  minister,  and,  until  one  is  appointed,  it 
court  of  Russia,  nor  liave,  but  for  a  short  period,  had  one,  is  unntcessarj-  to  make  any  appropriation  for  his  salary; 
flince  this  mission  was  Instituted;  there  is  no  one  now  dis-  and  if  he  has  received  an  outfit,  he  has  received  what,  by 
charging  the  duties  of  a  minister,  because  Mr.  Randolph,  law,  he  v/as  not  entitled  to.  Suppose  this  nomination  had 
in  the  event  of  tlie  restoration  of  his  health,  is  to  rcFtime  been  sent  to  tl^c  Senate  with  all  t!ie  facts  disclosed,  that 
his  duties,  in  the  event  of  a  contingency,  which  may  {tlu*  Pre/.dcnt  has  since  commimicated  to  us  in  relation  to 
never  happen,  more  especially  as  he  is  made  the  jud^^-c  to!  it — t!iisdis:retioTu»rj'  power  tq  exercise  the  privilege  com- 
tlc'cide  whether  it  will,  and  when  it  does.  The  secretary  .  mitted  to  him  of  re s'ding  in  England— is  there  a  political 
of  legation  is  the  only  representative  we  now  have,  hy  fi'i<*ndDr  foe  in  that  bofly  that  would  cr  could  have  voted 
the  President's  own  showing,  at  the  court  of  the  greatest  for  it?  No,  sir,  not  one;  and  1  contend  that  as  to  such  ap- 
:_»  :-   *i,^   tj     ...I —    .!._  «___?j__*     1  -.    «•  .     pnintmet'.ts  the  Senate  is  a  co-ordiliate  branch. 

The  next  consideration,  said  Mr.  P.,  is  oi'.r  right  to  witli. 
hold  the  uj.prbpr'tation  required,  irwc  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  course  adopted  by  ihe  prt  sident  and  his  minister.  If 
we  cannot  express  our  dissatisfaction  in  tliis  way,  I  know 
of  none  in  which  it  can  be  done.  If  we  willingly  make 
the  appropriation,  with  all  the  information  which  has  been 
given  us,  we  sanction  the  whole  proceedings;  and  what 
has  been  done  will  continue  to  be  done,  bv  tliis  and  all 
our  future  Prcsi<lents,  so  often  as  circumstances  shall  re- 


empire  in  the  world,  when  the  President,  last  May, 
tlKTiight  it  expedient  to  employ  the  best  talents  and  the 
greatest  experience  in  the  country  to  represent  u<«  there; 
if  this  was  necessafy  then,  subsequent  events  in  Kurope, 
referred  to  by  many  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  Iwive  ren- 
dered it  obviously  necessary  at  this' time. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  presented  fairly  and  candid- 
ly to  the  House  my  view  of  the  orriy  information,  in  regard 
totliis  mission,  we  can  act  on,  communicated^  to  us  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.     It  presents  to  us,  I  may 

be  permitted  to  say,  an  extraordinary  and  unusual  state  of  quire  them  to  adopt  the  precedent  which  wJl  be  establish 

Sir,  wc  have  some  knowledge  of  our  relative  con 


things;  and,  before  1  take  my  seat,  I  shall  show  there  is 
no  precedent  for  it  in  the  history  of  our  Government.  In 
the  first  place,  have  We  a  minister  at  the  court  of  Riiss'a? 
In  the  second  place,  have  we  such  a 'minister,  or  cne  un- 
der such  circumstances  as  to  require  us  to  make  t'lis  ap- 
propriation? And,  further,  have  we,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  tlie  people,  and  holding  the  purse-string's  of  the 
nation,  a  right  to  express ^ur  opinions  of  the  President's 

conduct,  in  regard  to  this  mission,  and  the  conduct  of  the  |  residing  in  England,  wc  may  so  far  d.tlVr  us  to  warrant  us 
minister  he  has  sent  to  Russia?    If- we  have  a  minister  at  in  withholding  fli^  appropriation. 


the  court  of  RMSsia,  he  must  have'  been  appoijited  and 
commissioned  pui'suant  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United   States,      Anv  man  sent  abroad,  crmtriirv  to  the 


ed. 

cernS' with  Rus-^ia,  and  can  judge  whether,  at  this  time, 
we  can  be  as  well  represented  at  that  court  by  a  secreta- 
ry of  le^ttionas  hy  a  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  on  this 
suf>j(Ct  cMight  to  express  our  opinions.  >Ve  h.ive  a  right 
to  s:iy  that  our  concerns  with  Russia  are,  at  tliis  time, 
such  as  to  rcfjuire  a  resident  minister;  and  if  the  Presi- 
dent thinks  t]it*y  can  be  as  well  attended  to  by  a  nii'.iibtjr 


Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  so  far  as  Mr.  Randolph's  salary  is 
connected  w?th  this  qtiestion,  and  the  argument  used  it 
fotnrJ(-d  on  "the  necess  ty  of  an  appropriation  to  pay  his 
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salan',  we  can  derive  some  li^lit  from  an  exitmi nation  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  do  not  contemplale 
a  yearly  salary  when  a  year's  service  has  not  been  ren- 
dered. 

By  t!ie  law  on  th'>8  subject,  we  find  that  the  n^inisler 
shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  nine  thousand  dollars  per  year 
for  his  services;  the  cliar^c  d'affaires  shall  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  year; 
the  secretary  of  legation  slull  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  two 
thousand  dollars  a  year.  Sir,  the  wonts  **  at  tlic  i-ate  of" 
are  repeated  six  or  eight  times  in  the  first  section  of  the 
act  regulating  the  pay  of  ministers  abroad,  necessarily 
excluding  tlie  idea  ot  the  payment  of  a  yearly  salary, 
when  a  year's  service  has  not  been  rendered.  By  adopt- 
ing* the  amejidment  a<t  it  now  8t;inds,  we  are  reUcved  from 
any  responsibU'.ty  on  this  subject;  we  leave  the  adminis- 
tration free  to  act,  (givij;g  them  an  appropriation  of  nine 
thousand  doUarii,)  cither  in  giving  Mr.  Ilandolph  a  con- 
structive residence  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg",  the 
whole  time,  in  fact,  in  England,  or  in  filling  his  place  by 
the  appointment  of  another  minister.  Suppose,  sir,  the 
President  siiould  think  Mr.  Randolph's  residence  in  Lng^- 
land  is,  cou:»tructivcly,  a  resideitce  in  Uussia,  he  will  have 
at  his  command  the  money  to  pay  him;  but,  as  to  tlie  cor- 
rectness of  such  a  proceeding,  others  must  judjje.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  should  be  .of  the  opinion  that  he  has 
not  been  a  resident  there  tl\e  whole  time  since  he  left 
this  country,  under  liis  supervision,  lie  can  be  pro  rata 
paid.  The  discussion  which  lias  already  Utkcn  place  will 
a'low  the  opinions  of  Bonv!  oT  us  oii  this  subject.  If  Mr. 
Ilandolph*s  opinions  In  another  case  could  be  used  in  tliis 
question,  perhaps  he  and  the  President  would  think  tliiit 
he  was,  and  for  s^me  time  .past  has  been,  a  resident  of 
England,  and  not  of  Uussia:  for,  said  Mr.  Itandolph,  in  a 
contested  election,  from  Massaclui setts,  not  many  \  cars 
ago— contested  on  the  ground  of  the  residence  of  the 
gentleman  in  this  District  at  the  time  of  h.s  election — 
*'ean  a  man  be  here  and  there*'*  To  apply  to  his  case 
his  own  languag-c,  can  a  man  in  Entjh.nd  be  in  Russia? 
Sj',  anot!icr  viev/  of  this  question;  we  are  assured  by  the 
Pre  sitlent  of  llic  United  Stales  the  public  interesti  witli 
Rjssla  will  be  preserved  from  prejudice,  by  the  intercourse 
which  Mr.  llundolnli  will  con'.uiue,  through  t!ic  secretary 
of  kgiitloiv,  with  tl»e  Russian  cabiiiot.  if  they  can  be 
preserved  from  prejudice  by  Mr.  Randolpli's  residence 
i!\  England,  cannot  they  be  as  well  preserved  if  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph should  reside  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  Is  not 
Ihii  a  subject  wc  can  judge  of?  And  if  we  should  pre- 
sume to  difler  with  the  Piesident,  we  have  undoiibtcdh' 
a  right  to  express  that  difference  In  the  only  way  left  us-^ 
our  vote  on  tliis  appropri.itlon.  Wlut  do  we  get  from 
tlie  president  but  his  opinion?  And  he  dpcs  not  say  that 
we  :.';iall  be  as  well  represiriited — Mr.  liandolph  in  Eng- 
land, and  his  sccixtury  in  Russia— but  that  our  rights  will 
be  prtst^rved  from  prejudice;  and  that  they  will  be,  is  a 
miitier  of  opinloji,  and  nothing  more — a  matter  of  opinion 
at  v.ar  with  other  declarations  made  by  the  President — 
anioiig  others,  that,  to  represent  ua  at  this  court,  the  best 
talents  and  greatest  experience  were  called  into  requisi- 
tion, not  because  tliey  were  not  necessary,  but  because 
tacy  were  necessary.  Sir,  at  this  pcrlwl  of  tiie  world, 
w  lien  Europe  is  in  commotion,  wlicn  the  spirit  of  freedom, 
and  the  splr.t  orrevcdntion  also,  has  pervaded  every  king- 
dom, it  is  not  sufTiciciit  that  our  rlglUs  and  .relations  with 
it  !ssa  are  pre  Jc-rv*  d  from  prcjutLce.  W't  want  an  active, 
eilicicnt,  inteli.gent  man  at  that  court,  who  will,  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  so  watch  all  the  events  of  the  day,  as  to 
be  able,  not  oidy  to  communicate  what  has  taken  place, 
b  it  who,  from  Iks  knowledge  of  mankind  and  tlie  world, 
ft  o.n  wli.1t  has  tiiken  place,  wdl  be  able  io  inform  iis  what 
Vr'.ll  follow.  Cm\  this  be  doi;e  by  Mr.  Randolph  in  Eng- 
l.i.id,  w  t!i  the  aid  of  hi&  secretary  in  Russia'  No,  sir, 
ad'.atllM,:;^   tlis  ^.ejivtai-y   has  all   the    qu.Mlficatior.s   and 


merits  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  have  ascribed  tu  him; 
as  yet,  sir,   1  have  heard  nothing  in  his  fuvor  fromanv 
other  State,  notliing  from  Pennsylvania,  nothing  frcm  the 
;jentlemcn  who  represent  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  why, 
if  Mr.  John  Randolph  Clay  be  this  youthful  prodig),  mubt 
have  heard  of  hiro.     I  would  address  a  few  words  tio  those 
gentlemen,  the  burden  of  whose  song,  ever  since  I  be- 
came acquainted. with  them,  has  been  economy,  retreoch- 
mcnt,  and  reform.     Professions  are  good,  but  actions  are 
better;  tlie  fbrmer  arc  never  better  received  than  when 
followed    by    the    latter.      Uscleaa  and  extravagant  ex* 
penditures  and  diabursenienta  of  public  mone}'s,  it  has 
becA  said,  drove  t^c  late  administration  from  their  places: 
for  the  argument,  be  it  lo,  as  I  will  not  now  stop  to  ques- 
tion what  has  been  said.     Because  gentlemen  are  now  in 
power,  are  they  disjiosedto  change  their  minds,  and  adopt 
the  very  course.they  censured  the  late  administration  for 
pursuing,  and  split  upon  the  rock  upon  which  they  spLt? 
If  consistent,,  they  will  go  witli  us  in  withhol  ling  thla 
appropriation,  or  granting  it  under  such  restrictions  as  to 
leave  the  President  to  judge  whether  Mr.   Randolph  is 
entitled  to  a  year's  salary.     Further,  sir,  the  power  to 
a{)poiiU  a  charg^  d*afiaires  by  a  public  minister,  on  his 
leaving  a  eourt,  is  an  incidental  power,  and  belon'^'S  to 
the  minister,   under  the  law  and  usage  of  nations;  and 
the  moment  Mr.  Randolph  left  the  court  of  St.  PeteK- 
burg,  Mr.  Clay,  the  secretary  of  legation,  in  charge  of 
our  affairs,   that  moment  became  charge  d'afinires,  and, 
as  such,  under  tlie  Uw  of  the  United  States,  became  en- 
titled to  his  four  thousand  five   hundred  dollars;  and 
3  oung  as  he  has  been  represented  to  be,  he  is  not  too 
young  to  neglect  his  rights,  or  not  to  claim  what  belongt 
to  him.     It  is  no  kind  of  consequence  tliat  tliis  claim  is 
not  now  made;  when  preferred,  wc  cannot  resist  it.    Ho 
does  not  relinquish  his  right  to  it;  and,  when  the  chiim  is 
made,  he  will  give  you  the  evidence  of  the  senice  ren- 
dered, and  show  you  the  law  fixing  liis  compensation.    If, 
Mr.  Speaker*  tlicre  was  not  something  very  extraordinary 
in  this  mission,  with  its  attendant  c.rcumstances— some- 
thing unprecedented,  and  which  astounded  both  friends 
and  foe.s,  why  did  tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia,  at  the 
head  of  our  foreign  afi'airs,   [Mr.   Arciikr,]  before  tiii* 
debate  commcjiccd,  and  before,  from  any  thing  that  liad 
transpired,  he  had  a  right  to  suppose  there  «  ould  be  any 
debate,  gt»  to  the  office  of  tlic  Secretary  of  State,  and 
request   of  him  the  privilege   of  inspecting  documents 
touching  this  mission'     And  why  was  this  privilege  ex- 
tended to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia^    lam 
not  disposed  to  arraign   tlie  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virgi:i:a,  pr  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  Uiis:  I  will 
find  fault  with  noOfic^  but,  sir,  whatever  is  presented  to 
the  House  for  thejr  action,  ought  to  be  so  presented  that 
all  may  have  thcbcnefit  of  the  same  tfislimony.     Perh.ips 
t!)e  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  sidisfied  with 
the  information  which  has  b<?en  confidentially  imparted  to 
him;  but  how  it,  would  affect  u?,  we  could  best  judije 
when  \ve  had  it.     I  liave  adverted  to  the  disclosure  n>adc 
by  the"  chairman  of  the  Committee  qi\  Foreign  Affa'.rs,  to 
show  that  he  has  thought,  in  reference  to  tliis  mission, 
there  might  be  some  few  things  "out  of  joint."    Now, 
sir,  wliat  are  the  cases  referred  to,  to  show  that  tlie  case 
of  Mr.  liandolph  is  not  without  a  precedent?    The  cuses 
of  Mr.  King,   Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Barlow:  when  .Mr- 
King  was,  from  sickness,  rendered  unable  to  discharge 
his  (luties  as  nrinlstcr  to  England,  he  made  that  known  to 
his  Govenuhent,  and  asked  to  be  recalled,  not  to  go  from 
kingfdom  to  kingilom  in  pursuit  of  health,  and  at  tlic  sanie 
time,  draw  his  pay  as  our  minister  residing  at  the  couit  of 
St.  James.     He  was  not  sent  to  England  clothed  with  the 
priiilege  of  leaving  tlie  kingdom  when  he  pleased,  *»»d 
residing  where  he  pleased,  and  VJ*  long  as  he  thouglit  pro- 
per,    lie  never  did  leave  the  kingdom,  or  the  islundoi 
England,  until  he  embarked  for  his  native  country;  when 
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he  visited  the  watering  places,  it  was  at  t!)e  time  all  the 
members  of  the  English  court  were  in  the  habit  of  doing 
it,  and  when,  if  he  had  remained  at  his  post,  no  business 
could  have  been  transacted  touching  the  concerns  of  the 
tvra  countries.  This,  sir,  is  the  case  of  Rufua  King,  re- 
ferred to,  to  justify  the  Gdvernment  ia  its  conduct  towards 
Mr.  Randolph,  llow  close  the  resemblance — ^how  strik- 
ing'the  analogy  t  Sir,  if  Mr.  Randolph  liad  taken  up  his 
residence  at  Moscow,  who  could,  and  who  would  have 
complained.^  He  might  then  har^  rendered  his  country 
all  the  service  that  couki  be  rendered  at  St.  Petersburg; 
but  he  has  left  the  dominion  of  Russia-^lie  has  crossed 
kingdoms  and  seas  to  reach  the  place  he  has  selected  for 
his  residence  as  our  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  Peten^ 
burg.  Mr.  King^sxase  can  be  ^mpared  to  that  of  Mr. 
Taughan's,  the  minister  resident  here,  who  passes  his 
summci*s,  or  a  part  of  them,  at  Long  Branch,  or  Newport^- 
Rhode  liiland.  .  Mr.  Drown  never  left  the  kingdom  of 
France  at  any  one  time,  nor  Paris  but  once,  and  then, 
after  he  had  made  application  to  hi»  Government  to  be 
recalled.  Mr.  Barlow,  it  is  true,  did  leave  Paris,  but 
how  did  he  leave  it^  in  pursuit  of  health  or  pleasure? 
No,  sir,  in  purs;iit  of  the  £mperor  of  the  French  nation, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  he  was  by  his  country 
deputed  to  discharge,  and  to  accomplish  objects  at  that 
time  of  primary  importance  to  his  country.  He  lost  his 
life  not  in  running  from  his  duties,  but  in  endeavoring  to 
perform  them.  Tiie  case  of  John  H.  Pleasants  has  been 
referred  to  within  the  kst  six  years,  perhaps  ohe  hundred 
times:  the  sum  of  money  received  by  him  was  small,  com- 
pared witli  that  wliich  we  are  now  required  to  vote  to  Mr. 
liandolph.  The  service  required  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  it 
vill  be  remembered,  was  perforn>ed,  and  the  nature  oi  it 
was  such  that  it  could  be  as  well  performed  by  one  man 
as  anutber.  Not  so  in  regart)  to  the  services  expected  of 
Mr.  liandolph:  Mr.  Pleasants^s  pay  ceased  when  his  ser- 
vices were  at  an  end;  Mr.  Rxindolph's  services  long  sini^e 
ceased,  as  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  has  informed 
us;  but,  nejircrtheless,  a  year's  salary  is  required.  But 
Mr.  Pleasants  was  a  distinguisiied  newspaper  editor,  and 
he  was  employed,  as  i^  said,  to  satisfy  him  for  his  political 
Sw'nrlces;  Mr.  Handulph  was  the  principal  man,  it  has  been 
said,  who  puUctl  down  the  last  administration,  and  erected 


cry  of  persecution,  in  which  his  friends  joined?  No,  sir; 
he  boldfy  and  fearlessly  met  the  charge;  he  courted  inves- 
tigation, and  his  vindication  was  triump!iant.  No  one  was 
denounced  for  making  the  charge,  nor  wilt  any  one  ever 
be,  by  men  who  are  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  their 
conduct,  and  know  they  are  shielded  by  justice. 

I  would  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  take  leave  of  this  question, 
and  retire  from  this  debate,  having  detained  the  House 
much  longer  than  I  could  have  wished,  if  I  did  not  think 
myself  under  some  obligation  to  pay  my  respects  to,  and 
notice  a  few  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  ALYXA^rnxK,]  who  immediately  preceded  me. 
The  hue  and  cry  in  the  cotu*se  of  this  debate  has  been, 
sp^ire  Mr.  Randolph,  for  he  is  an  absent  '^an,  and  not 
here  to  vindicate  himself; •  and,  notwithstanding  this  ap- 
peal, the  moment  my  colleaguc^s  seat  is  empty,  the  gen- 
tleman avails  himself  of  that  to  say  of  him  wliat*!  should 
not  suppose  he  would  volunteer  to  say  if  he  were  present. 
(  ran  assure  the  gentleman  from  Vfrginia,  that  he  is  not 
absent  for  the  reason  he  snggested;  it  is  true,  he  knew, 
when  the  House  adjourned  yesterday,  the  gentleman  from 
VirgTniawould.be  entitled  to  the  floor  to-day;  but  I  assure 
the  gentleman  that  no  fears  or  apprehensions  in  conse- 
quence of  tlmt  has  kept  him  from  t)ie  House.  If  he  had 
been  in  his  seat,  I  do  not  think  that  any  thing  the  gentle- 
man has  said,  or  can  say,  woukl  "discompose the  gravity 
of  Iiis  muscles,  or  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  his  mhid.'' 
Nothing  but  an  anxiety  on  the  part  of  my  colleague  to 
finish  what  he  had  to  say  in  this  debate,  induced  him  to 
come  to  the  House  yesterday;  he  was  then  too  much  in- 
disposed to  leave,  with  pommon  prudence,  h's  room,  and 
he  is  more  so  to-day.  I  am-tlie  person ^  if  any  one,  who 
ought  to  regret  my  colleague's  Absence  on  this  occasion. 
It  has  been  said  horctofore,  sneermgly,  that  he  had  been 
a  professor  of  rhetoric;  I  do  not  know  but  he  is  now  one. 
With  his  aid,  I  might  have  been  able  to  have  understoocl 
the  gentleman's  figures  of  Kpcecli:  single-handed,  I  have 
abandoned  any  attempt  to  do  tins  in  despair.  Uncle  Toljy, 
Corporal  Trrai,  Tristram  Sliandy,  long  noses,  constructive 
journeys,  mileage  bill,  ribaldry,  and  vipers  gnawing  files, 
♦*  have  danced  through  his  pfenods  in  all  the  mazGS  of  me- 
taphorical confiision***  Sir,- 1  have  been  unable  to  follow 
the  gentleman  in  this  rhetorication,  and  the  only  reasion 


tbc  present  on  its  ruins;  then  he  has  been  employed,  and  .is,  I  have  not  been  able  to  understand  him.     The  gentle- 


is  to  be  paid  for  these  services.  I  will  not  run  the  parallel 
furtlter.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppose'  the  cases  of  Mr. 
Ring  and  Mr.  Pleasants  were  in  point:- what  did  gentle- 
men tliink  of  them  three  years  ago?  and  for  what  purpose 
Were  they  then  referred  to?  To  show  the  extravagance 
of  the  then  existing  administration;  and  now,  these  same 
gentlemen,  to  justify  the  President  and  Mf.  Randolph, 
refer  to  those  very  acts  of  the  late  administration  by  them 
condemned  as  illegal,  unaccountable,  and  unjust!  Let 
them  reconcile  these  inconsistencies  if  they'pan;  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  is  only  a  desperate  case  whi  civ  requires  such 
arvriinients  or  such  references  to  support  it.  •  Compare  a 


man  has  gi\'en  this  House  a  pai*ody  of  the  reply  of  Pitt  to 
Walpole,  (certainly  he  did  not  intend  it  as  original,)  in 
order  to  describe  tbc  unequal  straggle  between  an  old 
man  and  a  ywmg  man.  I  looked  at  the  gentleman  for  a 
moment,  not  knowing  but  in -him  I  might  discover  some 
traits  of  character  similar  to  those  which  bv'longcd  to  the 
illustrious  statesman  he  seemed  willing  to  personate;  I 
discovered  but  few,  but  about  as  many  as  he  \Vill  be  able 
to  find  in  the  character  or  life  of  my  colleague,  resembling 
those  which  distinguished  Sir  Robert  Walpole. 

The  gentlejnan  fiom  Virginia  has  not  been  able,  with 
all  Ids  researclies,  to  find  Uic  speech  of  Mr.  Unndc!pl),  a 


part  of  Mr.  Monroe's  claim  with  Mr.  Randolph's  requisi-  part  of  which  was  read  by  my  culleng-uc,  and  in  whicii  the 
tion — that  part  which  grew  out  of  his  detention  in  Europe  whob  of  the  present  dynasty  of  Russia  are  characterized 
after  he  was  recalled,  and  before  he  could  embark.  Yet,  by  Mr.  Randolph  for  four  generations,  in  his  happiest  and 
but  a  few  gentlemen  from  Virginia  liave  voted  to  allow^  best  Myle.  I  will  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  second  volume 
this  venerable  patriot  any  part  of  his  claim,  wlule  all  who !  of  Gales  and  Beaton's  Register  of  Dt  bates,  and  inform  him, 
lave  addressed  the  House  seem  to- think  that,  because  |  that,  if  he  will  calj  on  cither  Of  those  gentlemen,  ho  will 
tiierc  is  a:i  objection  to  tliis  appropriation,  it  is  because  Jeurn  that  the  manuscript  c^me  to  them  \\\  Mr.  Randolph's 
Mr.  liandolph  is  a  citizen  of  Virginia.  1  do  not  believe  ■  autograph,  with  all  his  toubhes  and  rctouclies  upon  it. 
tiut  any  man  who  is  opposed  to  this  appropriation  has  for ,  This  was  not  a  speech  which  Mr.  Randolph  never  made; 
a  moment  thought  of  the  State  to  which  Randolph  be- 'not -one  publislK^i  by  his  enemies,  to  hold  him  up  to  scorn. 
longs  as  a  cause  of,  or  inducement  to,  the  opposition.  Mr.  i  Mr.  Uoiidolph  will  net  deny  itsatjtheuticity,  or  th.ank  lh« 
Speaker,  to  show  that  the  course  taken  would  not  be  no- '  gentleman  for  calling  it  in  question.  AV.th  this  speech 
vci  in  England,  I  would  refer  the  chairman  of  tlie  Com-  published  to  the  world,  and  a  copy  of  it  in  the  hands  cf 
milt jc  on  Foreign  Afl'airs  to  u hut  took  place,  not  many  the  llmpcror  Nicholas  in  less  llian  fmir  montI»3  after  it 
years  ago,  in  the  British  Parliament.  Mr.  Ci.iining  had  was  pronounced,,  was  Mr,  Randolph  the  man  who  ought 
been  on  a  mission  to  Lisbon;  he  was  charged AvitJ)  receiv-  to  have  been  selected  for  this  mission^  Cirimt  th.at  it  be- 
i»o'  l>i»>  wlicn  hli  scr.viccSuliud  ceased.     Did  he  set  up  the  luftgcd  toetumc  able  or  d.slinguislK-d  sen  of  A'irgnin,  c(*uld 
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no  one  be  found  but  Mr.  Randolph?  Sir,  witliin  the  angle 
of  my  eye  methinks  I  see  one,  more  than  one,  at  thjs  nio? 
ment,  who  would  have  discharged.tbe  duties  of  minibter 
abroad,  and  to  this  court,  with  roore  credit  to  himself,  and 
more  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  country,  tlian  Mr.  Randolph. 
In  every  pomt  of  view  it  was  an  unfortunate  appointraent, 
both  to  the  country  and  the  individual.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  who  last  addressed  the  House,  informs  us, 
tliat,  when  Mr.  Randolph  asked,  of  the  Emperor  leave  of 
absence,  it  was  readily  granted.  I  believe  every  word  of 
this,  for  I  have  no  doubt  he  had  rather  Mr.  Randolph 
should  reside  in  England  than  any  part  of  Russia.  But  is 
such  a  residence  compatible  with  our  views,  or  the  most 
conducive  to  Our  interests.^  Mr.  Randolph  is  the  minister 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  the  Emperor  of  Russia's. 

But,  says  the  genjleman,  tliis  is  not  the  t'roe  to  express 
our  disapprobation  of  this  appointment;  it  oug-ht  to  have 
been  done  when  Mr.  Itandolph's  name  was  sent  to  the 
Senate;  his  nomination  wa^  ratified  without  a  division  of 
that  body.  Neither  the  Senate  nor  the  House  then  knew 
the  nature  of  tlie  appointment.  Mt<  Randolph  was  nomi- 
nated minibter  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, and,  us  such,  his  nominatioH  was  confirmed^  but 
who  then  knew,  or  before  the  commencement  of  this  ses- 
sion, of  his  discretionary  privilege  to  remain  in  England.^ 
and  who,  before  thi&  bill  was  called  up,  could  express  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  the,  appointment?  Sir,  this  appropri- 
ation is  not  opposed  because  Mr.  Randolph  is  a  Virginian: 
you  know  that,  not  many  days  ago,  I  did  justice  to  Vir-| 
ginia,  and  said  what  I  believed  to  be  true  of  her  illustrious 
and  distlngiiishcd  men.  It  is  ray  attachment  io  these  men 
that  woidd  induce  mr,  if  any  thing  couhl,  to  speak  unfavor- 
al)ly  of  Mr.  R^nidolph;  for,  what  one  of  your  Presidents  has 
he  not  denoimced,  witli  the  exception  of  Waslvington?  I 
would  refer  gentlemen  to  his  letter  to  James  Jdoyd,  writ- 
ten during  the  late  war,  for  a  confirmation  of  what  I  assert. 
I  could  refer  them  to  another  fact,  not  yet  alludedto,  but 
well  known  to  you.  Mr.  Jcfieraon's  son-in-Uw,  Mr. 
Eppcs,  during' the  administratioH  of  Mr.  Madison,  went 
iitlo  the  gentleman's  awn  district,  and  by  ,4)iB  constituents 
was  returned  a  member  of  Congress,  for  the  express  piu*- 

f>o9e. of  depriving  Mr.  Randolph  of  a. seat  here.  Yet  his', 
ame  is  written  every -where,  and  the  world  is  filled  'A-.th  ', 
his  glory!  Tins  is  news  indeed.  I  wouKl  refer  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  his  toast,  sent  two  years  ago  to  the  dinner 
given  in  honor  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  biiihday.  **  The  prin- 
ciples of  Mr.  Jefferson  before  he  was  in  office,  and  the 
J."  Inciples  which  brought  him  into  office,"  Arc  tlicse  llie 
sentiments  of  one  who  approved  of,  and  supported  the 
administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson?     I  tliink  not. 

Sir,  pass  this  appropriation,  and  unless  Mr.  Randolph 
has  become  divested  of  that  pnfity  of  conduct,  and  incor- 
T\i\  tiblLty,  for  which  some  of  his  friends  have  said  he  has 
been  rendered  mere  conspicuous  Hian  any  other  man,  our 
la')or  will  be  in- vain— not  a  cent  of  it  can  he  touch'. 

Mr.  P,  concluded  by  iQOving  an  amendment,  (which 
Mr.  Sta^beuy  accepted  in  lieu  of  his  motion  to  strike 
out,)  viz.  to  add  to  the  appropriation -the  following  pro 
visr):  , 

•*  Provldid,  That  the  time  which  any  minister  shall  ab-i 
sent  himself  from  the  country  to  which  he  is  appointed, 
after  having  been  received, by  the  Government  thereof, 
ahull  be  deducted  in  computing  his  salary,  or  yearly  com- 
pensation." 

Air.  lJOUI*DIN',  of  Virginia,  said,  as  no  man,  in  or  out 
of  t!ie  House,  had  any  the  least  doubt  about  the  is^ue  of  this 
(Ubate,  further  argument  upon  it  would  be  botli  idle  and 
ridiculous.  Btit  I  ha\*e  feelings,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  winch, 
in  mv  situation  here,  it  were  almost  criminal  whnllv  to 
supprcMSk  i  should  be  sorry,  howeyer;  if  any  one  should 
fkem  me  capable  of  entertaining  a  thought,  for  otte  mo- 
nicn«,  tU.»t  the  well-earned  fame  of  otir  minister  to  Russia 
could  in  aught  be  ail'ccted  by  anything  that  lias  come. 


or  can  come,  from  the  gentleman  from  lUiode  Isknd,  [Mr. 
BvROKs,]  or  needs  any  thing  I  could  say  in  defence.  Sir, 
tliat  fame  and  character  stands  ovuk  proi^d  eminence,  far 
above  tiie  reach  of  such  a  dagger  as  maUce  wears;  it  needi 
no  shield  that  I  could  interpose.  But,  nr,  the  grounds  on 
which  the  exhibition  of  tlie  gentleman  was  made,  deserve 
to  be  adverted  to. 

In  the  course  of  this  discussion,  he  asked  more  than  once, 
as  did  hia  colleague,  [Mf.  .Fxabcs,]  what .  Mr.  Randolph 
had  done.  What  were  tke  great  services  referred  toby 
the  message  ^  The  question  i)as  been  before  and  better 
answered;  but  1  too  will  give  the  answer;  because  it  at  the 
sanie  time  lays  bare  the  reason  why  (now  that  Mr.  Kan- 
dolph  is  beyond  the  sea)  we  have  l)een  compelled  to  bear 
the  vitupetat^on  we  have  heard.  Mr.  Randolph's  services, 
sir,  among  others,  are  these:  from  his  youth  up  to  this 
time,  he  lias  lent  the  whole  force  of  his  mighty  mind  to 
the  defence,  the  protection  of  the  rights  and  llbert}'  of 
the  citizen,  and  tlie  principles  of  the  constitution,  against 
the  encroachments  oi  power  and  the  more  dangerous  com- 
binaiiohs  of  interest;  whether  their  movements  were  made 
under  cover  of  protection,  or  in  any  other  manner.  Iq 
thi^,  the  noblest  aim  of  the  greatest  mind^  he  was  again 
and  again  successful.  In  that  success,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,,  and  others  of  his  faitli,  met 
their  dc  feat.  Thus,  by  the  exertion  of  his  splendid  talents 
in  the  same  course  of  action,  Mr.  Randolph  at  the  same  time 
won  the  highest  esteen^,  the  warmest  love  and  gratitude 
of  those  whom  he  so  long  and  so  ably  represented  here, 
placed  himself  on  the  ground  of  eminence  and  esteem  which 
lie  now  occupies  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  good  men 
and  true,  who  are  liberty's  friends,  and  earned  the  ever- 
lasting hate  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  B.] 
and  others  hi$  associates  in  principle  and  policy,  and  there- 
fore wc  hear  such.  now. 

1  would  now,  sir,  proceed .  to  remark  upon  some  parts 
uf  the  gentleman's  speech;  but,  in  the  rules  by  which  free- 
dom of  debate  is  securtd,  and  decorum  i*equired,  there  are 
some  things  which  I  do  not  so  precise^  comprehend. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Caxbrsls^c]  al- 
luded the  other  day  (hypothetically}  to  a  perjured  beoa- 
tor — he  was  declared  out  of -order.  But,  if  on  this  floor  a 
member  reads  a  speech  made  in  the  Senate,  and  proclaims 
that  such  speech  could  be  made  by  no  gentleman,  he  is  in 
order.  [Here  tlie  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  said  "thatif 
the  Senator  who  made  the  speech  was  still  a  member  of 
that  body,  the  matteir  stated  woidd  not  be  in  order."] 
Mr«'BouLniK  said  tliat  tl)c  distinction,  though  nice,  exists, 
.ind  proceeded. 

Yet,  sir,  were  I,  or  any  member  of  this  House,  to  say 
that  between  the  supposed  critic  and  the  habits,  feelingji, 
;ind  manners  of  a  gentleman,  there  existed  a  non-conduc- 
tor, through  which  he  could  in  no  wise  pass — it  would  not 
be  in  order.  [The  SPEAKER  again  interposed,  and  said, 
**  the  gentleman  •  front  Virginia  has  been  in  no  manner  al- 
luded to  durii\gtliis  debate;  that,  between  tlie  gentleman 
from  Rhode  i:dand  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  C]  some  irregularity  had  crept  in  imobscr\ed,  and 
wasiificrwarila  of  necessity  allowed,  in  some  measure,  to 
be  (xxtended;  but  it  shall  go  no  further.  The  hst  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  if  applied  to  a  member  of 
this  House,  would  not  be  "m  order,  and  he  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  proceed  in  that  manner.'*]  Mr.  B.  continued:— 
I  d:d  not  nuike  tlu:  assertion  contained  in  the  hypothetcal 
case  stated;  nor  intend  otherwise  to  make  it,  tJian  to  con- 
trast die  efieots  of. the  rule  on  cases  too  much  alike  for  me 
tu  see  readily  the  diiference.  I  tlid  intend  to  remaik  on 
a  few  ot)ier  particulars  in  the  gentleman's  speech;  but, 
sir,  as  1  confessed  at  first,  that,  for  the  decision  of  the  mat- 
ter in  debate,  argument  is  worse  than  useless,  and  aitf 
defence  01  Mr.  Randolph  being  a  work  of  .supcrtrog^ation, 
and  as  X  could  not  remai'k  freely  and  truly  upon  the  par- 
ticulars 1  have  iu  mind,  within  tlie  rules  of  the  Reuse,  I 
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will  proceed  no  ftirtber,  but  conclude  by  remarking^  only, 
that  It  would  not  gratify  my  fcelinga  to  ihow  simply  that 
between  the  pictures  drawn  and  the  original  there  it  no 
like  new  to  be  seen,  even  by  the  painter  himself,  when  I 
should  be  precluded  from  animadversion  on  the  painter 
by  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  South  Carolina,  then  expressed  his  re- 
gret  that  this  debate  had  proceeded  thus  far,  and  demanded 
the  previous  question — Seconded — ^yeas  85,  nays  77. 

Mr.  STANB£RY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  previous  question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  P.  WHITE  moved  acaU  of  the  House,  which 
was  not  sustained. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?"  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  73,  nays 
100. 


the  engrossment  of  the  bill  from  before  the  House  for  to> 
day, 

Mr.  D  WIGHT  moved  to  reconsider  this  tote,  in  order 
that  the  bill  might  be  disposed  of  to^y. 

The  House  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

>tr.  BI«AIR  then,  with  the  consent  of  the  House,  with- 
drew his  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  Mr.  AacBka 
as  to  the  authority  on  which  he  had  made  certain  state- 
mentSy  at  the  commencement  of  this  debate,  as  to  the  con- 
dition and  character  of  our  negotiations  with  Russia,  and 
the  e6ect  of  Mr.  .Randolph's  absence. 

Mr.  ARCHER  declined  making  any  disclosure  on  the 
subject  of  his  authority.  He  stated  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  do  so,  as  tl)is  negotiation  is  in  its  inception. 
He  expressed  his  conviction  that  he  should  have  the  con- 
currence of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  if  thatg^n< 
tleman  was  in  possession  of  the  same  knowledge. 

Mr.  STORRS  said  very  likely  it  might  be  so,  but  he 
was  without  that  necessary  knowledge. 

Mr.  CARSON  then  rose,  and  said,  the  part  which  I  shall 
act  in  this  political  drama,  (or  farce,  if  gentlemen  choose 
so  to  call  it,)  will  be  but  an  humble  one.  My  part  shall 
be,  sir,  to  defend,  with  my  feeble  abilities,  a  very  humble 
individual  in  his  own  estimation,  but  one  highly  exalted 
in  the  hearts  of  liis  countrymen;  an  individual,  sir,  whose 
highest  ambition  is,  to  be  permitted  to  walk  in  the  peace- 
ful shades  of  retirement,  and  pursue  domestic  ease;  an  in- 
dividual who  has  never  sought  office,  but  who,  like  old 
Cincinnatus,  when  the  exigencies  of  his  country  have  de- 
manded his  services,  has  never  refused  the  call,  whe- 
tlier  it  be  to  tlie  field  or  to  the  cabinet  That  individual, 
sir,  is  Andrew  Jackson,  whose  name  has  been  introduced 
into  this  debate,  but  to  be  reviled  and  slandered.  The 
other  illustrious  personag^es,  whose  names  have  been  intro- 
duced, (Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,)  have  alreaidy 
been  amply  defendied  by  their  respective  friends;  they 
need  nothing  at  my  hancU;  it  would  be  superfluous  to  of- 
fer it.  To  observe  something  like  method  in  the  coiuie 
of  my  remarks,  I  must  commence  at  the  beginning,  how- 
ever much  niay.be  left  out  on  the  way. 

It  appears,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
STAsraaar]  was  tlie  pioneer  sent  ahead  to  clear  away 
the  rubbish,  and  prepare  the  field  for  action.  The  first 
valorotis  knight  which  entered  tlte  list  on  their  side,  was 
the  renowned  champion  of  domestic  manufactures,  [Mr. 
Mallaky.]  His  onset,  sir,  wss  a  bold  one,  and  he  lashed 
away  with  such  fury,  that  it  reminded  me  of  Hudibras's 
bear,  who 

"  Ktgliiing:  A  II,  aud  rallinr  Caghl, 
And  bcin^  down  he  Uid  ikDout.** 

The  gentleman,  sir,  marched  up  into  the  very  teeth  of 
the  great  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias,  boldly  demanding 
his  country's  rights  with  threatening  countenance  and 
mcnucing  gesticulation,  and  then  told  us,  *'  that  was  the 
way  our  ministers  ^ould  do. "    Now,  nr,  if  this  is  th^  r^ry 
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way  that  nnnisters  should  do,  whr,  they  must  be  selected 
hereafter,  not  for  their  diplomatic,  but  for  their  phyncal 
abilities.  The  order  of  things  must  be  changed;  and,  in- 
stead of  selecting  ministers  for  their  intellectual  and  moral 
worth,  athletic  powers  must  be  the  standard  by  which  we 
are  to  judge  of^men  suited  for  foreign  missions. 

Sir,  when  the  party  to  which  tmift  gentleman  belongs 
comes  into,  power,  (which  I  trust  never  will  be,)  it  may 
probably  suit  their  notions  of  propriety  to  practise  upon 
this  theory;  but  I  hope,  sir,  for  the  credit  or  my  country, 
that  powers  of  mind,  instead  of  body,  will  be  looked  to  m 
the  selection  of  men  to  fill  high  and  important  stations.  In 
dismissing  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Mallabt,] 
I  will  only  add,  that,  while  his  frioids  may  praise  his  cou- 
rage, few  will  be  found  to  compliment  his  discretion.  The 
next  gentleman  to  whom  notice  is  due,  u  the  learned 


Tliisvote  having  the  effect  to  remove  the  question  of  member  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Buaexs.]  In  the  course 


of  his  remarks  the  other  day,  he  invoked  us  younger  mem- 
bers to  recollect  that  respect  due  to  '*bald  heads  and  grey 
hairs."  I  trust,  sir,  in  what  I  may  deem  it  my  duty  to  say 
upon  this  occasion,  or  any  other,  I  shall  never  be  found 
wanting  in  that  reverence  always  due  to  locks  upon  which 
age  and  experience  have  set  their  venerable  signets.  But, 
sir,  if  aged  men  see  fit  to  enter  the  list,  **  and  run  a  muck" 
against  jJl  the  younger  ones  in  the  House,  while  chivalry 
might  forbid  the  return  of  the  arrows,  self-defence  may 
<lemand  that  we  ward  them  off,  whether  pointed  £ur,  or 
tipped  with  poison. 

The  gentleman  set  out  by  saying  **  that  the  present  is, 
I  beUeve,  bo  unusual  discussion.  £i  the  short  term  of  my 
service  in  this  hall,  I  have  witnessed  sitting  after  sitting  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
where  the  quantum  of  saltfy,  compared  with  the  service 
of  foreign  ministers,  was  the  subject  of  most  stirring  de- 
bate. When  has  ti&e  competency  of  this  House  to  move 
such  a  debate  been  questioned?  Never,  until  the  present 
sitting  of  the  committee.  If  I  am  mistsken,  I  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  to  tell 
me  when  that  question  was  made  by  the  friends  of  the  last 
administration."  Now,  sir,  I  will  answer  the  gentleman's 
interrogatories,  and  tell  him  wlien,  and  by  whom,  "  the 
competency  of  this  House"  was  questioned,  and  also  show 
him  It  was  '*  by  the  friends  of  the  last  administration." 

Sir,  during  the  discussion  upon  the  ftr-fiuned  but  abor- 
tive Panama  mission,  a  similar  question  arose  upon  the  bill 
making  the  appropr'uLtions  for  that  mission,  or  upon  the 
report  made  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  &c.  Mr. 
Webster,  the  g^eat  leader  of  the  then  administration  party 
in  the  House,  made  the  question,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  implicitly  toltowed  his  lead.  I  beg  leave  to 
read  from  Mr.  W.'s  speech,  delivered  14th  April,  1826. 
(Gales  and  Seaton*s  Debates,  pages  22,  SS,  &c.  vol.  2d, 
part  2d.^ 

* '  Such  appointments,  says  Mr.  Webster,  (foreign  min- 
isters,) istlierefore  a  clear  and  unquestionable  exercise  of 
Executive  power.  It  is,  indeed,  less  connected  with  the 
appropriate  duties  of  the  House  than  almost  any  other  Ex- 
ecutive act)  because  the  office  of  a  public  minister  is  not 
created  by  anv  statute  or  law  of  our  own  Government:  it 
exists  under  the  law  of  natioi^^  and  is  recognised  as  exist- 
ing by  our  constitution..  The  acts  of  Congress,  indeed, 
limit  the  salaries  of  public  ministers,  but  they  do  no  more. 
Every  thing  else  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  public 
ministers,  their  numbers,  the  time  of  their  appointment, 
and  the  negotiations  contemplated  in  such  appointments, 
is  matter  for  *  Executive  discretion.'  "  Again,  he  say% 
"he  (the  President)  cannot  shift  the  responsibility  from 
himself,  and  we  cannot  assume  it.  Such  a  course,  sir, 
would  confound  all  that  is  distinct  in  the  constitutional  as- 
signment of  our  respective  functions.  It  would  break 
down  all  known  divisions  of  power,  and  put  an  end  to  all 
just  responsibility."  In  short,  sir,  without  tiring  your  pa- 
tience with  readuig  all  the  passages  I  haye  marlwd,  Mr. 
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Webster's  speech  throug^hout  is  nn  effort  to  prove  that 
we  were  constitutkynaUy  bound  to  appropriate  the  salaries 
of  pnblic  ministers ;, that  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
establishment  of  missions,  nor  with  the  appointment  of 
ministers,  nor  with  their  instructions.  Thus,  sir,  I  haire 
shown  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Isbind  "  y^  here  tlie  com> 
petency  of  this  House  to  move  such  a  debate  was  ques 
tioncdf"  and  that "  it  was  by  the  friends  of  the  last  admin- 
istiution."  That  is  not  all,  sir;  for  he,  too,  sustained  the 
doctrine  throughout  then,  (however  obnoxious  it  may  ap> 
pear  now^ )  bynis  vote,  and  by  his  aid  to  that  mission,  m 
tvery  stage,  and  through  all  its  ramifications. 

Sir,  how  much  more  appropriate  would  tlie  arguments 
of  the  learned  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) have  been  to  the  question  at  present  before  us? 
Their  force  and  reasoning,  if  it  applied  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  mission  to  Panama,  how  much  more  eminent- 
ly does  it  apply  in -this  case?  Hie  present  is  a  mission 
of  long  standing.  Those  acquainted  with  the  diploma- 
tic history  of  the  country  will  recollect  that  it  originated 
with  Mr.  Jefferson.  He  nominated  Mr.  Short,  who  was 
rejected  by  the  Senate.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  was  subse- 
quently nominated  by  Mr.  Madison,  and  was  our  first  min- 
ister at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  a  diplomatic 
intercourse  lias  been  kept  up  ever  since  between  the  two 
Governments.  But  it  has  been  this  ordinary  kind  of  inter- 
course recognised  bv  the  laws  of  nations,  and  practised  on 
by  the  civilized  world. 

Not  so,  sir,  with  the  Panama  mission.  Although  the 
friends  of  that  measure  labored  hard  to  confound  it  with 
tlie  usual  diplomatic  relations  betwen  friendly  Powers; 
and  although  the  persons  nominated  were  denominated 
"  ministers,  *'  yet  they  were  the  representatives  of  this  na- 
tion sent  to  a  '*  Congress  of  nations,"  which  waa  by  pre- 
vious conventional  arrangement,  by  treaties  signed  and 
ratified,  to  convene  at  tlie  isthmus  of  Panama;  and  the 
topics  for  consideration  and  adjustment  were  all  arranged 
and  specifienlly  set  forth  by  the  South  American  repub- 
lics, in  the  treaties  before  alluded  to.  Our  ministers  then 
(more  properly  representatives,  and  deputies  they  were 
called  m  South  America)  would  have  necessarily '  been 
compelled  to  take  t>art  in  those  subjects;  and,  by  taking 
part,  it  was  feared  oy  many  x>f  us  that  we  might  be  com- 
nutted,  aa  a  nation,  to  enter  into  any  arrangement  which  a 
majority  of  those  nations  might  have  decided  on.  There- 
fore, the  representatives  of  me  people  here  had  a  right — 
nay,  it  was  their  bounden  duty — ^to  stay,  if  they  could,  a 
project  so  novel,  so  dangerous,  and  fraught  with  unknown 
consequences. 

Yet  tlie  gentleman  from  Rhoile  Iskndi  [Mr.  Bukoks,] 
with  a  knowledge  of  all  those  fiictf,  swallowed  down  that 
mission,  appropriations  and  all,  which  cost  the  Oovern- 
ment  neai*  a  himdred  thousand  dollars,  but  now  has  be- 
come so  fiistidious  with  regard  to  the  "people's  rights," 
&c.,  that  the  regular  salary  allowed  by  law  to  our  foreign 
ministeri  completely  choaks  him.  Sir,  1  cannot  say  that 
tills  is  <*  straining  at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel;"  but 
1  do  think  it  is  swallowing  a  camel  and  then  straining  at  a 
gnat.  Sir,  why  is  all  this?  Is-  it  because  Mr.  Adams  re- 
commended the  one,  and  General  Jackson  tiie  other .^  If 
so,  let  me  read  another  paragraph  or  two  from  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Webster,  which,  no  doubt,  that  gentleman  con- 
siders high  authority; 

•*  The  conHdence  which  is  due  from  us  to  the  Executive, 
and  from  the  Exe€utr\*e  to  us,  is  not  personal,  but  official 
a  id c> istitutio;!^!,  says  Mi*.  W*  U  ha?  nothing  to  do  with 
iniividual  likings  or  dislikings  but  results  from  that  divi- 
s'on  of  power  among  departments,  and  those  limitations 
on  the  authority  of  each,  which  belong  to  the  nature  and 
frame  of  our  Gvjvcniment.*' 

Sir,  has  the  course  of  the  gentlemnn  from  Rhorle  Island 
been  influenced  by  '*  individual  liking!*  or  ditfikingb ^" 
But  a  little  fuith ^r,*  sit ; 


**  It  would  be  unfortunate,  indeed,  continues  Mr.  W.| 
if  our  line  of  constitutional  action  were  to  vibrate  bacit* 
ward  and  forward,  according  to  our  opinions  of  persons, 
swerving  this  way  to^iay^  from  undue  attachment,  and 
the  other  way  to-morrowj  from  distHist  or  dislike.  This 
may  sometimes  happen  from  the  weakness  of  out  virtuesj 
or  the  excitement  of  our  fsassions,  but  I  trust  it  will  net 
be  coolly  recommended  to  us  as  the  rightful  course  of 
public!  conduct." 

«•  The  weakness  of  our  virtues,  dr  the  excitement  of 
our  passions."  Sir,  upon,  which  horn  of  the  dilemma  does 
the  gentleman  hang^  Is  it  the  result  of  Weak  virtue'  (r 
would  it  not  be  more  charitable  to  suppone  tiiat  **  excited 
passion"  had  caused  this  extraordinary  change?  However, 
sir,  with  his  virtues  or  his  passions  I  have  nothing  to  do- 
but  yet  I  have  not  done  with  the  gentleman. 

Sir,  let  us  nm  out  the  gentleman's  doctrine,  and  sec 
where  it  would  necessarily  carry  him.  •*  We,"  asid  he, 
"are  the  keepers  of  the  people's  money;  we  should  keep 
a  watchful  eye  over  their  interests,  and  should  only  pay 
for  services  actually  rendered."  •*  How  long,"  asked  the 
gentleman,  "was  Mr.  Randolph  at  St.  Petersburg?  Pay 
him  for  that  time— in  justice  he  can  demand  no  more." 

Now,  sir,  if  we  adopt  this  as  the  rule  of  our  action  to 
graduate  the  pay  according  to  services  actually  rendered, 
the  rule  must  operate  upon  every  officer  of  the  Goterr,- 
ment.  We  cannot  pay  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
until  we  inquire  whether  they  have  discharged  all  the 
duties  assigned  to  them.  If  our  venerable  Chief  Jusl-ce 
sliould  be  sick,  or  prevented  arriving  here  to  sit  upon  the 
Supreme  Court  Bench,  by  such  a  snow  storm  as  we  bwe 
just  witnessed,  why,  the  gentleman's'  doctrine  ia,  to  with- 
hold his  salary.  The  President,  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments,  nay,  sir,  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gres55,  we  ourselves,  must  apply  the  rule  to  ourselves,  and 
make  it  operate  here  too.  What  has  been  the  situation 
of  the  gentleman  himself  during  the  present  session^  He 
was  unable  to  attend  to  his  duties  here,  by  sickness,  for 
some  time.  The  people  of  Rhode  Island  elected  hiw,  not 
to  be  sick,  but  to  attend  to  their  interests  on  this  floor. 
The  ge-ntleman  has  not  done  It?  and  why^  Bccaasc  hii 
health  woukl  not  permit  him.  And  can  any  man  here  be 
so  devoid  of  self-respect,  so  lost  to  every  feeling  and  prin- 
ciple of  a  gentleman,  as  to  move,  in  his  place,  "that,  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  BvncEs,  he  »!»ould 
not  be  allowed  pay  for  those  days  he  failed  to  attend  the 
House  on  account  of  sickness.?"  Would  notsuchanso- 
tion,  sirj  disgrace  any  man^ 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Randolph  was  net  fit- 
was  by  no  means  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  mission,  and 
the  President  ought  not  to  have  selected  him,  &c  ?and, 
therefore,  he  shotild  not  be  paid.  Tlie  answer  to  Ihi*  '*, 
sir,  that  that  ia  a  mere  matter  of  oj>inion;  and  the  opi- 
nion which  the  American- people,  which  Europe  and  p<»- 
terity  will  entertain  of  Mr.  Randolph  as  a  gcntl.  man,  a 
statesman,  and  an  orator,  will  be  perfectly  uninfiuenceii 
by  any  tWng  said,  or  to  be  said,  in  this  House,  by  all  tUl 
family  of  orators  who  select  their  moment  for  attack  when 
he  is  three  thousand  miles  off.  It  is  matter  of  opinion, 
and  it  may  be  of  jaundiced  opinion.  As  well  might  I  tff 
tlie  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  was  not  fit  for  a  rep^- 
sentative  in  Congress,  and  that  the  good  people  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations  did  themsches  wronj: 
to  elect  him,  and,  therefore,  he  should  not  be  paid.  Bi^ 
what  would  the  knswer  be?  "  You,  ar,  have  no  right  to 
think  any  thing  about  it;  the  constitution  has  given  u«ti»e 
right  to  judge  of  that  matter,  and  we  will  elect  vhom  »c 
please.  The  responsibility  rests  on  us,  not  on  you. 
This  would  be  the  response  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Ma-d; 
and  it  would  be  the  true  response.  It  is  also  equally  truf. 
that  the  constitution  has  placed  the  appointing  po»<^r '" 
the  hands  of  the  President  and  the  Senate,  and  from  t;un> 
*e  eannot  take  it  if  we  would.     It  is  no  argument  to  ^)' 
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tliAt  they  have  not  done  their  duty,  or  have  acted  impro- 
perly in  the  dtscharji^c  of  their  duty,  because  they  are  not 
accountable  to  us;  for,  like  ottrselves,  they  are  toe  agents 
of  t!ie  people,  and  responsible  alone  to  them;  and  should 
they  violate  the  hi§^h  trust  committed  to  them,  (as  in  the 
case  of  the  lait  administration,)  the  people  vill  remedy  the 
evil.  Sir,  the  propositions  of  the  i^tlemaii  are  so  absurd, 
and  so  palpably  untenable,  as  to  simost  require  an  apo- 
lo.:^  for  any  argument  designed  to  vefute  them;  for  they 
stand  refuted  on  their  very  face.  The  object  of  the  dis- 
cussion, sir,  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  vainly  hoped  that, 
by  thia  course  of  abuse  and  vituperation,  they  will  get  up 
a  popular  excitement  against  General  Jackson;  and  they 
h;ive  pounced  upon  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bandolpb,  be- 
cause he  is  unfortunately  sick  in  a  distant  land,  and  they 
vUh  to  hold  the  President  responsible  for  the  misfortunes 
of  Mr.  Randolph,  because,  say  they,  his  health  had  been 
bad  for  a  series  of  years,  See. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  notions  of  the  friend  and  partisan  of  the 
gentlenian  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Mallabt]  are  to  be 
adopted,  and  men  selected  for  their  proximity  in  strength 
to  the  horse  or  the  ox,  then  I  grant  you  that  the  President 
was  wrong.  It  would  have  been  better,  sir,  to  have  taken 
same  Green  Mountain  Vermonter,  a  sheriff  of  Vermont, 
or  a  Rhode  Island  whaleman,  who  could  have  harpooned 
a  king,  or  tlie  **  great  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russiaa  himself," 
and  bring  him  to.  Qut,  sir,  if  poUtieal  virtue,  politicyJ 
information,  political  integritr,  sagacious  mind,  towering 
and  unequalled  intellect,  with  rich  stores  of  learning,  sireli 
as  no  other  man  is  heir  to,  of  great  moral  worth,  and  high 
ciiivalry  of  feeling;  in  short,  if  the  possession  of  eytry  at- 
tribute which  dignifies  and  ennobles  men,  should  be  the 
distingai^ing  characteristics  by  which  we  are  to  judge  of 
men's  fitness  for  such  elevated  stations,  then  I  ask,  sir. 
where  was  that  individual  to  be  found  more  eminently 
qualiiiffrl  than  John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke  >  Not  on  this 
e^ntinent,  sir,  and  Andrew  Jackson  knew  it,  and  the  una- 
nimous voice  of  the  Senate  approved  the  selection. 

But  let  us  pursue  tlie  gentleman's  speech  a  little  further: 
To  show  the  great  impropriety  of  Mr.  Randolph's  leaving 
the  •«  ro^-al  city  of  St.  Petersburg,"  the  gentleman  has 
found  it  necessary  to  state  to  this  House,  that  *<  our  rela- 
tions with  Russia  have  hitherto  been  cherished  and  sus- 
tained by  a  minister  plenipotentiary  residing  near  that 
court.  At  that  court,  m  the  royal  city  of  St.  Petersburg, 
and  witliin  the  political  and  social  circle  of  the  Emperor 
himself,  the  high  dignitaries  of  his  Government,  and  the  di- 
plomatic envoys  of  all  tlie  nntions  of  Europe,  and  many  of 
tho^  of  Asia."  Tlic  gentleman  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
diplomatic  term  **  near,"  but  emphatically  says,  *«  at"  tlie 
court,  within  the  royal  city  of  St.  Petersburg,'  fee. 

Tlie  frailties,  Mr.  Speaker,  incident  to  poor  humanity, 
(of  which  [  feel  that  I  have  my  full  slure,)  are  frequently 
t*k'd  in  bar  of  errors  committed  when  no  better  excuse 
rx^\  br  offered.  This  may  be  pled,  sir,* by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Bvaoss,]  for  that  part  of  his 
speech  which  I  have  just  read,  when  I  have  shown  him 
from  authority  which  he  cannot  doubt,  which  he  dare  not 
douht,  that  that  statement  had  no  foundation  in  fact,  and 
that  the  gtsntleman  knew  it. 

Now,  sir,  for  the  authority.  I  beg  leave  to  read  you 
from  a  speech  delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  a  member  from  Rhode  Island,  on  the  15th  February, 
1827,  Gales  &  Senton's  Register  of  Debates,  vol.  3,  page 
1197,  in  fuvor  of  allowing  Mr.  Poinsett,  our  then  minister 
at  Mex'co,  an  outfit  of  $9,000  for  travelling  a  distance  of 
nine  miles,  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  Tacubaya.  This 
WAS  the  immediate  subject  under  discussion,  but  the  di- 
plomatic espenditnres  of  the  Government  had  been  inves- 
ti^^atetl,  and  Mr.  Adams  had  been  placed  in  bold  relief,  as 
Iniving'  received  different  outfits  in  the  8:ime  year,  while 
he  was  receiving  an  annual  salary  of  #9,000,  and  also 
c^'iarged  for  conitriictive  journeys  which  he  liad  never 


travelled.  It  was  in  defence  of  those  outfits,  salaries,  and 
constructive  journeys,  which  the  member  alluded  to  was 
speaking;  and  that  member  was  no  other  than  the  honor- 
able gentleman  himself,  [Mr.  Buaois,]  a^ho  appears  so 
horror  struck  at  the  idea  of  otir  minister  at  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburg  living  for  one  day  out  of  that  **roraI  city." 
What  does  he  say  in  defence  of  Mr.  Adams,  or  rather  ai 
an  excuse  for  the  large  amount  of  money  which  Mr.  A. 
received  in  one  year?  <<  Let  it  be  remembered,  said 
Mr.  Buaoxs,  (I  will  not  read  all,  sir,)  that  Mr.  Adami  con- 
tinued to  be  minister  to  Russia,  and  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  that  station  the  whole  time  of  his  mission  to  Ghent,  to 
form  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain.  His  mission  to 
Russia  continued  after  tlie  -  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,"  &c. 

I  ask  you  now,  sir,  Uylook  at  his  speech  in  defence  of 
Mr.  Adams,  and  his .  exorbitant  cliai^es  for  his  services, 
and  his  speech  charging  Mr.  Randolph  witli  tlie  high 
crime  of  sickness,  which  he  says  should  prevent  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph from  charging  the  Government  with  his  salary,  al- 
ready fixed  and  regulated  by  law.  l*o  bring  the  charge 
home  upon  Mr.  F. ,  he  found  it  necessary  to  state,  in  liis 
place  upon  this  floor,  and  upon  hi^  responsibility  as  a 
member,  "  that,  hitherto,  our  relations  witli  Russia  had 
been  cherished  and  sustained  by  a  minister  residing  at  the 
court,  within  the  royal  city,"  8ic.  &c.  Yet,  to  acquit  Mr. 
Adams,  his  statements  are  precisely  the  reverse.  Mr. 
Adams,  he  says,  while  upon  the  peace  mission  at  Ghent, 
continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  minister  to  Russia. 
Sir,  look  at  the  two  cases.  While  the  whole  continent  of 
Europe  waa  convulsed  with  war,  while  the  mighty  g^niuf 
of  Napoleon  was  holding  the  crowned  heads  of  that  he- 
misphere at  bay,  while  the  dearest  interests  of  our  country 
were  at  stake,  and  rested,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the 
energy  of  our  ministers  at  Ghent,  and  upon  a  faithfiil  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  and  when  all  the  fiu:ulties  of  their 
minds  must  have  been  devoted  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  tlien 
under  consideration;  yet,  under  all  these  circumstances^ 
Mr.  Adams  **  was  able,  and  did,  says  the  gentleman, 
continue  to  discliarge  the  duties  of  minister  to  Russia." 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  if,  under  all  those  circumstance^ 
Mr.  Adams  could  discharge  the  duties  of  that  stationi 
whether  it  is  not  much  more  fair  to  presume  that  Mr. 
Randolph  (although  unwell,  and  at  London)  can  <<  con- 
tinue to  discharge  the  dutiea  of  minister  to  Uuasia?"  The 
conclusion  is  irresistible <  and  I  might  here  pause  to  ask, 
sir,  how  the  gentleman  coidd  possibly  shield  himself 
from  this  gross,  this  palpable  inconsistency.  Perhaps,  sir, 
behind  the  ramparts  of  a  **  bald  head  aiid  grey  locks." 
Be  it  so.  Is  any  one  here  ignorant  that  Mr.  R.,  with  that 
elevation  of  diancter  which  has  always  diatinguislied  him, 
left  tlie  United  States  without  an  outfit,  refusing  to  re- 
ceive anv  thing  which  was  not  regularly  and  specifically 
appropnated  to  his  compensation,  and  tliat  he  is  actually 
in  Europe  on  his  own  resources.'  This  idngle  fact,  so 
characteristic  of  that  gentleman,  stands  as  a  set-off  to  thia 
whole  debate,  the  only  reference  to  which,  in  time  to 
come,  will  be  for  the  sake  of  tliis  great  fiMt,  which  his 
friends  could  not  otlierwise  have  placed  in  that  fuU  view 
before  the  American  people,  whicti  its  dtsinterestedqessy 
and  sacred  regard  to  specific  appropriations^  so  richly  de- 
serves. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  has  also  taken  it 
upon  himself  to  state  that  the  last  aiinujl  messsige  of  the 
President  "waa  the  production  of  cabinet  ministers,  and 
that  no  member  of  this  House  could,  without  hazard  of 
his  reputatioiH  say  that  he  believed  the  President  compo»> 
ed  one  sentence  of  it."  Will  be  say,  also^  that  he  did  not 
fight  his  own  battles?  that  his  victories  were  gained,  not 
by  him,  but  by  others  for  him?  The  gentleman,  no  doubt. 
Mr.  Speaker,  considers  himself  very  b'gh  authority  in  cases 
cif  this  kifldf  but»  sir,  hazardous  as  it  ma^  ^Pfcar  to  the 
gentleman,  I  here  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  1  bel>ve 
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not  only  one,  but  every  sentence  of  the  raetsage  was  com- 
posed by  Andrew  Jackson.  I  mean  by  that,  sir,  that  all 
the  great  and  leading  principles  contained  in  tliat  doca- 
ment  were  the  suggestions  oi  the  President's  own  mind. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  his  cabinet  ministers  were  consult- 
ed ;  and  in  any  thing  which  it  became  necessary  to  say,  which 
had  immediate  connexion  with  either  of  their  depart- 
ments, the  head  of  that  department  would,  of  course,  be 
consulted,  and  their  views  and  wishes  attended  to,  and 
treated  witli  tlie  deference  and  respect  due  to  them.  This 
he  might  do,  and  be  as  mucfi  the  author  of  his  message  as 
of  hb  yietories.  But  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  question 
before  us^  Nothing,  sir.  And  it  only  pi-oyes  the  design 
of  getting  up  this  debate.  It  was  not,  sir,  to  prevent  the 
appropriation  of  the  money,  but  to  get  an  opportunity  of 
letting  off  some  of  their  yellow  bile  upon  the  administra- 
tion; hoping,  perhaps,  to  get  up  a  popular  excitement 
which  would  injure  the  President  in  his  next  election. 
And  the  inodiis  operand  of  the  gentleman  is,  to  plunder 
from  General  Jackson  his  hard-earned  fame;  to  steal  from 
him  the  civic  honors  he  is  winning  for  himself,  and  with 
tliose  honors  to  deck  the  brow  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  And, 
to  do  this,  he  turns  tail  on  himself,  and  contradicts  all  the 
doctnnes  of  the  Panama  and  Tacubaiya  school.  Ves,  sir, 
while  he  denounces  the  Secretary  of  State  as  a  Machiavel, 
he  makes  him  the  author  of  all  the  President's  messages, 
and  particularly  his  last,  which  has  been  pronounced  by 
the  American  people  to  be  one  of  the  most  able  State 
papers  delivered  to  Congress  since  the  commencement 
of  the  Government.  But  that  may  be  the  reason  of  the 
attack  on  the  message.  The  people  like  it;  therefore 
•ome  hate  it. 

But,  sir,  the  purity  and  integrity  of  Gen.  Jackson's 
character  is  so  well  known  and  established  with  the 
American  people,  that  the  gentleman  is  aware  he  is  invul- 
nerable in  that  part;  and  the  greatest  effort  of  the  gentle- 
man has  been  to  make  him  a  fool,  an  automaton  in  the 
hands  of  a  "  Machiavelian"  politician,  who  moves  him  at 
will.  Sir,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  that  more  in- 
justice has  been  done  to  General  Jackson,  with  regard  to 
the  dictation  of  lus  various  communications  to  Congress, 
than  to  any  great  man  that  our  country  has  produced; 
and  it  is  the  result  of  two  causes,  operating  with  equal 
force,  to  blast  the  fame  of  that  noble,  generous,  good, 
and  great  man.  One  of  those  causes  results  from  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Adams  and  Clay  party  during  tlie 
last  Presidential  election.  The  abuse  and  slanders  pour> 
ed  forth  against  him  by  his-  enemies,  will  be  recollected 
by  all.  Nothing  that  villany  could  suggest,  or  baseness 
execute,  but  what  was  said  and  done  to  ruin  the  standing 
and  character  of  General  Jackson.  He  could  neither 
read,  write,  nor  spell,  said  the  par^;  and  although  so 
many  proofs  have  been  given  of  his  superior  intellect  and 
learning,  yet  it  would  not  do  for  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Uland  to  recoenise  it  as  the  production  of  General 
Jackson;  for  that  would  be  giving  the  lie  direct  to  his  party, 
and  to  what  he  has,  no  doubt,  said  himself.  Therefore, 
it  is,  that  th^  wiU  allow  nothing  to  General  Jackson 
which  is  his. 

The  other  cause  I  alluded  to  is,  that  certain  of  the 
friends,  or  pretended  friends,  of  General  Jackson,  are 
looking  forward  to  their  own  elevation,  and  will  willingly 
take  i3l  the  credit  of  General  Jackson's  acts,  and  of  his 
administration>  if  it  will  aid  their  future  prospects.  His 
fiune  or  himself  are  nothing  to  them,  unless  they  can  be 
advanced  by  him  or  his  fame.  And  thus,  air,  is  this  great 
man>  honest  himself,  confiding  in  his  nature,  about  to  be 
destroyed  by  thoio  causes  operating  in  conjunction.  Hts 
character,  sir,  is  the  property  of  this  nation,  sacred  to  the 
American  people,  and  "must^be  preserved." 

The  gentleman  firom  Rhode  Island  amused  me  by  a 
discovery  which  he  has  made,  and  which  has  only  been 
excelled  by  an  '*  invention"  which  he  charges  Mr.  Van 


Buren  with  having  made.  The  part  of  the  message  re- 
lating to  the  mission  to  Rusaa,  the  gentleman  says,  is  a 
**  fabric  wrought  in  the  State  Department,  and  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  had  invented  that  -nuasion  to  suit  the  talents, 
&c.  of  John  Randolph." 

Sir,  since  the  inventive  genius  of  man  first  developed 
itself-^nce  the  days  in  which  the  mighty  genius  of  the 
gfreat  Grecian  poet  invented  the  machinery  of  poets,  and 
broaght  gods  in  alliance  with  mortals— never  has  such  an 
invention  as  this  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  been  heard  of. 

What,  sir!  invented  a  mission  that  had  been  invented 
more  than  twenty  jrears  ago,  and«  in  accordance  with  the 
ori^nal  invention,  diplomatic  intercourse  regularly  kept 
up  between  the  Governments  ever  unce!  WrU  may  this 
be  called  the  age  of  mechanics,  when  such  inventions  as 
these  are  brought  fbrth.  If  Archimedes  had  had  whereon 
to  set  his  fulcrum,  he  could  not  have  surpassed  tliis  in- 
vention of  the  Secretary  of  State:  and  if  Mr.  Van  Buren 
could  only  get  a  model  of  his  own  invention,  and  deposite 
it,  acconUn^  to  our  patent  laws,  in  the  Patent  Office,  he 
would  certainly  be  entitled  to  a  patent  right  for  the  most 
novel  and  extraordinary  invention  ever  heard  of  by  man. 
Sir,  I  shall  push  on  now  to  a  duty,  which  is  a  ])ainnilone, 
but  one  made  necessary  by  the  course  and  object  of  this 
debate.  I  remarked  before,  sir,  that  it  was  imposaibieto 
disguise  the  aim  and  object  of  the  opposition,  who  hare 
provoked  this  unnecessary ^and  unexpected  discuasion.  It 
IS,  sir,  to  induce  the  people  to  believe  that  General  Jack- 
son and  his  friends  are  regardless  of  their  riglits,  and 
recklessly  squandering  their  money ;  and  they  have  taken 
occasion  to  remark  upon  expenditures  of  the  last  ad- 
ministration, which  were  denounced  as  highly  improper 
by  the  repubhcan  ptfty  dien  in  Congress,  whose  objec- 
tions have  been  subsequently  sustained  by  the  Amehcao 
people.  Sir,  as  the  people,  in  their  high  elective  apa- 
city,  had  pronounced  judgment  upon  the  last  administra^ 
tion,  and  consigned  the  men  then  in  power  to  the  shades 
of  retirement*  1  think  it  would  have  been  better  for  their 
friends  to  have  suffered  them  and  tiieir  acts  to  have  re- 
mained undisturbed.  But,  sjr^  as  they  have  challenged  a 
parallel  case  to  this  of  Mr.  Randolph,  I  will  show  it  them. 

I  commence,  sir,  by  naming  the  much-talked-of  and 
far-famed,  but  abortive,  Panama  mission,  which  cost  the 
Government  something  like  one  hundred  Uiousand  dol- 
lars. The  particulars  and  merits  of  that  mission  it  is  not 
now  necesaary  to  mention  or  discuss.  But  there  veie 
some  circumstances  connected  with  the  movements  of  one 
of  the  ministers  and  tlie  secretary  of  legation,  which  I 
deem  it  proper  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of  gentlemen 
who  supported  that  mission,  but  who  deem  the  appoint- 
ment of  and  movements  of  Mr.  Randolph  so  reprehensble. 

The  nominations  of  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and 
Mr.  Rochester,  Sk  ere  confirmed  by  the  Senate  on  the  16th 
March,  lti26.  Mr.  Anderson,  who  was  our  then  minister 
at  Bogota,  left  that  place,  under  his  new  orders,  lor  Pa- 
nama, and  had  to  wait  till  he  died  in  the  pestilential  swamp 
of  Carthagena,  while  his  colleagues  were  electioneerir.g  in 
the  United  States.  Ue  was,  nevertheless,  paid,  or  bia 
representatives  were  paid,  an  outfit  of  ^,000:  (1  have  the 
authority  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  for  saying 
so:)  and  he  stated  it  in  his  speech  made  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Poinsett's  receiving  another  outfit,  who  was  appointed  the 
successor  to  Mr*  Anderson.  It  will  be  recollected,  siri 
tliat  the  Congress  of  nations  adjourned  from  Panan'^  ^^ 
meet  at  Tacubaya,  a  place  about  nine  miles  distant  irom 
the  city  of  Mexico,  where  Mr.  Poinsett  then  was,  as  our 
minister,  and  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Biaoxs]  advocated  btf 
receiving  an  outfit  of  $9,000  for  travelling  that  distance, 
while  he  was  receiving  his  salary  of -^9,000  per  annuffii 
and  which  he  never  travelled;  for  the  vagrant  Congress 
was  never  found,  nor  ever  sat  in  any  town,  viliagci  or 
parish,  whatever. 

It  was  not  thought  expedient  by  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
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CUy,  to  order  Mr.  Sergeant  and  Mr.  Rochester  to  repair 
to  Panama,  as  originally  designed,  but  kept  them  at  home 
for  other  purposes.  The  distinguished  gentleman  who 
occupies  tliis  chair  (pointing  to- the  seat  oi  Judi^e  Hemp- 
hill, of  Philadelphia)  resigned  his  seat  on  this  door  after 
the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  nineteenth  Congress.  A 
successor,  of  course,  had  to  be  elected.  Tlie  administra- 
tion, as  was  their  custom,  started  a  candidate,  and  Mr. 
Sergeant  was  the  man.  The  gubernatorial  election  came 
on  in  the  same  year  in  the  great  State  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Rochester  was  started  there. 

Thus,  we  see,  sir,  that  those  two  gentlemen,  who  had 
been  nominated  and  ratified  by  the  Senate  as  minister  and 
secretary  of  legpation  to  Panama,  were  kept  at  home,  and 
were  tlie  administration  candidates  before  the  people,  while 
Mr.  Anderson  was  exposed  to  yellow  fever  and  black  vo- 
mit, in  Cartha^na,  where  he  haul  been  recklessly  ordered, 
and  cruelly  left  to  die ! 

But  what  is  the  most  extraordinary  of  all  this  novel  pro- 
ceeding is,  that  Mr.  Rochester  should  have  been  paid  his 
Mdary  as  secretary  of  legation  to  Panama,  while  he  re- 
mained At  home,  canvassing  for  the  office  of  Governor, 
against  tliat  truly  great  and  lamented  man,  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton. 1  say  truly  great,  sir,  for  if  we  were  now  asked  to 
point  out  his  equal,  whither  should  we  turn  our  eyes  to 
find  him' 

But  there  is  another  fact  connected  with  this  transac- 
tion, not  very  reputable  to  Mr.  Clay,  to  be  sore,  but  one 
which  I  shall  here  notice.  When  it  was  discovered  that 
Mr.  Clay  had  paid  Mr.  Rochester  bis  salary,  not  for  at^ 
tending  the  legation  at  Panama,  but  for  running  against 
Mr.  Clinton  in  New  York,  a  certain  committee  of  this 
House  thought  it  their  duty  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Clay  the 
reasons  why  he  paid  Mr.  Rochester.  And  if  reasons  had 
been  as  plenty  as  blackberries,  Mr.  Clay  would  have  done 
much  better  not  to  have  given  one^  but  a  reason  was  call- 
ed for,  and  a  reason  W^a  given.  What  was  it,  sir^  Why, 
it  was,  said  Mr.  C,  tliat  Mr.  Rochester  resigned  a  high 
judicial  office,  (judge  of  the  circuit,)  for  the  purpose  of 
accepting'  the  appointment  conferred  on  him  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  he  waited  the  orders  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  sail,  &c.;butas  the  Government  did  not  think 
proper  to  order  him  to  Panama,  it  was  no  fault  of  Mr.  R.'s; 
and  as  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  salary  as  judge,  Mr. 
Clay  thought  it  but  fair  that  he  should  be  paid  his  «Uary  us 
secretary.  Sir,  I  quote  from  memory,  and  therefore  do 
not  pretend  to  give  the  precise  words  of  Mr.  Clay,  but  I 
give  the  substance.  His  letter,  however,  is  on  record, 
and,  if  he  is  misrepresented,  his  friends  can  correct  me. 

But,  sir,  the  fact  turned  out  to  be,  that  Mr.  Rochester 
had  resigned  his  judgeship  some  months  befir>re  the  ap- 
pointment had  been  conferred  on  him,  and  in  his  letter  of 
resignation  says  expressly,  that  hife  bad  health  compelled 
him  to  resij^n,  and  that  he  wai  unable  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office.  Yet,  Mr.  Clay  said,  he  resigned  his 
judicial  station  to  accept  the  office  conferred  by  the  Go- 
vernment, when  the  fact  was,  that  he  had  resigned  months 
before,  because  he  was  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
judge.  Sir,  those  are  fiicts  which  cannot  be  dented:  I 
leave  the  comment  to  others. 

To  conclude,  with  regard  to  those  gentlemen,  sir,  they 
were  both  beaten;  and  shortly  al^er  their  defeat  they  set 
aail  in  the  United  States'  ship  Hornet,  to  find  this  celebrat- 
ed Congress  of  nations,  which  they  never  did  find,  and 
which  f  predicted  would  be  the  case,  in  a  speech  made 
upon  this  floor  during  the  last  session  of  the  nineteenth 
Con(^e3S;  and  that  emboldens  me,  sir,  to  make  anotlier 
prediction  for  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  vainly  hope,  by 
vuch  efforts  as  these,  to  break  down  the  present  adminis- 
tration, and  that  is,  sir,  if  it  should  please  God  to  permit 
Aodrirw  Jackson  to  live,  the  people  of  tlie  United  States 
vill  re-elect  him  to  tlie  Presidency,  and  gentlemen  may 
make  their  calculations  accordingly. 


The  secret  mission  of  the  late  Mr.  Cook  to  the  island 
of  Cuba  was  remarked  upon  by  the  g^entltman  from 
Rhode  Island,  but  for  what  purpose,  I  am  unable  to  sec. 
It  certainly  could  not  be  to  benefit  Mr.  Clay*  for  that  was 
an  act  of  the  last  administration,  which  could  not  be  de- 
fended, unless  it  was  upon  the  ground  that  something  was 
due  and  probabljr  promised  to  Mr.  Cook  for  having  given 
the  vote  of  Illinois  to  Mr.  Adams;  and  that  that  secret  and 
furtive  mission  was  givefi  in  discharge  of  the  obligation. 
And  though  this  may  be  a  very  satisfactory  reason  to  the 
gentlenuin  from  Rhode  Island,  I  doubt  whether  it  would 
be  so  to  ^the  American  people.  Certain  it  is,  Mr.  Cook 
got  the  money?  certain  it  is,  he  went  home,  via  the  Ha- 
vana, scarcely  touching  there,  and  was  in  Illinois  in  May, 
having  left  New  York  m  April. 

The  other  member  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Peauci] 
brought  up  the  subject  of  J.  H.  Pleasants,  and  places 
Mr.  Randolph's  return  to  London  as  a  complete  set-off  to 
that  transaction.  In  the  first  place,  sir,  I  ha^•c  never  been 
satisfied  that  the  special  agency  of  Mr.  P.  was  necessary 
as  bearer  of  despatches  to  Buenos  .Vyres.  But,  if  the  im- 
portance of  the  despatches  demanded  such  agency,  Mr. 
P.  is  said  not  to  have  performed  his  duty,  and,  therefore, 
ouj^ht  not  to  be  paid.  Mr.  Randolph  certainly  did  arrive 
at  St.  Petewburg,  and  we  know  not  how  much  business 
he  may  have  performed,  or  how  important  that  bu.siness 
was  to  the  interests  of  this  country;  time  will  no  doubt 
develop  all.  But  Mr.  Pleasants  never  did  arrive  at  Bu- 
enos Ayres,  but  gave  the  despatches  with  which  he  was 
charged,  to  a  sea  captain,  who,  I  have  understood,  deli- 
vered them;  and  he,  Mr.  Pleasants,  went  to  England,  and 
was  paid  for  it.  That  is  briefly,  I  believe,  sir,  the  amount 
of  that  matter. 

When  Mr.  King"  left  London,  he  lef\  his  son,  who  was 
his  secretary,  in  charge  of  the  business  of  this  Govern- 
ment, for  which  Mr.  Adams  paid  him  an  outfit  of  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
law  regulating  the  salaries  and  outfits  of  our  foreign 
ministers,  and  also  paid  him  the  salary  of  a  charge  <les  af- 
faires for  the  time  he  remained  after  the  departure  of  his 
father.  But  the  worst  is,  that  some  of  the  rascally  demo- 
crats have  had  the  impudence  to  say  that  this  outfit  to 
Mr.  King,  and  the  nineteen  hundred  dollars  to  Mr.  Plea- 
sants, w^ere  given  to  secure  the  influence  of  two  presses, 
&.C.  But  those  subjects,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  suffi- 
ciently discussed  heretofore,"  and  I  pass  them  by.  - 

1  have,  saiil,  s'r,  that  I  have  believed  that  General  Jack- 
son was  the  author  of  his  messages,  and  that  his  cabinet 
ministers  were  only  consulted  with  regard  to  matters  im- 
mediately connected  with  their  respective  dep.irtments. 
Sir,  I  will  venture  to  say  further,  that,  when  the  time  ar- 
rives, which  I  have  no  doubt  will  aiTlve,  that  all  the  im- 
portant political  writings  of  Andrew  Jackson  will  be  ^pub- 
lished, his  messages,  originally  written  by  himselT,  and  in 
his  own  handwriting,  will  be  pronounced  by  the  American 
people  better  than  those  which  have  undergone  a  cabinet 
scrutiny,  where  any  suggestions  of  his  cabinet  ministers 
have  been  substituted  in  place  of  the  original. 

I  say  this,  sir,  because  we  have  abtuidant  evidences  of 
the  energy  and  superiority  of  his  writings,  in  those  pro- 
ductions which  are  indisputable.  He  hiis  written  in  tlie 
wilderness,  without  the  aid  of  books  or  counsellors;  he 
has  written  from  the  field  of  battle,  where  the  paper  horc 
the  impress  of  a  hand  darkened  by  the  smoke  from  hig 
cannon  and  small  tauns.  In  some  in?;tancc!f,  however,  he 
may  have  omitted  to  cross  a  **  t  or  dot  an  i,"  which  would, 
m>  doubt,  shock  the  grammatical  correctness  of  the  \i^c\\- 
tleman  from  Rhode  Island,  but  the  honest  yeomanry  of 
the  country  know  him,  know  his  services  and  his  wui  th, 
and  will  sustain  him. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  will  ask  leave  to  refer  to  one  cr 
two  cases  where  ministers  have  heretofore  lefl  courts  to 
which  they  were  sent.     Mr.   Jeflcison  left  Paris   dm  ii  g 
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his  residence  tliere  as  our  minister,  and  made  a  tour  of 
France,  or  a  considerable  part  of  it;  his  travel  was  in- 
duced by  an  injury  received  in  one  of  his  visits;  his  ab- 
sence was  from  Ft  bruary  tiil  June. 

Tl'.c  late  Governor  Eustis,  of  Massachusetts,  spent  the 
last  winter  of  his  nrssion  to  Holland  in  a  small  island  in 
tlje  Soutli  of  France,  (the  island  of  Ilieres,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean.) This  he  did  on  account  of  his  ill  health,  and 
was  no  doubt  permitted  to  do  »<>  by  the  Government — 
Mr.  Ad.ims  was  our  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  must 
have  g^ven  the  permission;  but  iio  reduction  of  lus  pay 
was  asked  for.  There  arc  many  other  instances,  sir,  but 
I  believe  they  have  been  generally  referred  to  by  gentle- 
men who  have  preceded  me  in  tliis  debate.  Sir,  1  have, 
perhaps,  trespassed  lonf^'er  than  I  should  have  done,  and, 
with  these  remarks,  will  submit  the  question. 

Mr.  STANBEUY  next  rose.  Before  the  vote  shall  be 
taken  on  the  question  now  pending,  said  Mr.  S.y  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to  tlie  charg'es  made  against 
me  for  brbii^ng  this  business  to  the  notice  of  the  House. 
I  made  the  motion  for  striking*  out  the  salary  for  the  Rus- 
sian minibtcr,  without  previous  conceit  or  consultation 
with  any  of  the  pol.ilcal  parties  into  which  this  House  is 
divided.  I  acted  on  my  own  responsibility  as  a  member 
of  this  House — as  an  unconnected  individual,  who  has  no- 
thinp,to  hope  or  fear,  either  from  the  present  administra- 
tion,  or  from  any  administration  which  may  succeed  it. 

The  facts  which  I  btatcd  as  the  foundation  of  the  mo- 
tion, have  not  been  contradicted  or  denied.  Mr.  Ran- 
dfilph  was  appointed  our  minister  to  Russia,  and,  before 
he  accepted  the  appointment,  the  Secretary  of  State  sti- 
pulated with  him  that  he  should  not  be  compelled  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  appointment.  Mr.  Randolph, 
aficr  spending  a  few  days  at  St.  Petersburg,  left  the  Rus- 
sian empire,  and  is  now  cither  in  England,  Fmncr,  or 
Italy,  attending  to  his  mvn  business,  or  following  his  own 
anuiHcments,  and  in  a  situation  where  it  is  imposs.ble  for 
him  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  His  absence  is 
not  temporary;  but  the  probability  is,  nay,  it  is  almost  cer- 
tain, tliat  il  wili  be  permanent.  And  we,  the  Congress  of 
the  Un'.ted  St.Mtes,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  ail  these 
thiii;;B,  are  called  upon  by  the  Secretary  of  State — [Mr. 
CAUSON  here  intimated  that  it  was  by  the  Pieiidtnt]— 
No,  sir,  by  the  StcrcUu-y  of  State,  fur  it  is  all  his  woik, 
ami  he  shall  not  avoid  his  proper  responsibility  by  skulk- 
in;;-  behind  the  popular  name  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
AVe  are  called  upon  by  the  Secrttiiry  of  State  to  appropri- 
ate nine  tiiousand  dollars  to  pay  the  annual  salary  of  this 
imapr:n:iry,  this  constructive  Russian  minister.  Sir,  if  we 
make  the  appropriation  without  some  restriction,  we  will 
sanction  a  greater  abuse  than  a  British  minister,  with  a 
siibscrvsent  and  hired  Parliament  at  his  heels,  would  dare 
optiily  to  practise.  I  am  aware  that,  in  England,  indivi- 
duali.  receive  lur,cfc  sums  of  the  people's  money,  without 
reivlt-rin,^  any  public  service.  Even  there,  these  abuses 
are  hid  from  the  common  eye  by  some  kind  of  decent  co- 
vering. Let  a  British  minister  avow  openly  in  the  liouse 
of  Commons  that  he  had  appointed  an  ambassador  to  Rus- 
sia, and,  at  the  same  time,  stipulated  and  agreed  with  the 
an:b;;s«a(lor  that  he  might  reside  at  London;  let  me  fur- 
tht  r  suppose  tl.ut  the  ambassador  had  resided  in  London, 
in  pursuance  of  the  bargain;  and  that,  under  such  circum- 
h'ancvs,  the  British  minister  should  find  it  necessary  to  ap- 
]>lv  to  the  JJoti<«e  of  Commons  to  make  an  appropriation 
10  pay  the  amh:iss;ulor,  as  though  he  had  resided  at  St. 
Petersburg,  and  fuUilled  all  the  duties  of  the  appoint' 
mcMit — to  make  the  case  more  l.ke  the  one  before  us,  let 
me  further  suppose  that  the  relations  between  the  two 
PoNvers  were  such  as  to  render  the  constant  residence  of 
t!»c  :iml);issador  at  ht.  Peters'.mrg  necessary  for  the  inte- 
rest of  i;ri-at  Britain — I  say,  S'r,  let  a  Uritish  win  ster,  in 
the  case  wh  eh  1  have  supposed,  apply  to  Pailiament  to 
apjnove  ot  his  co;id«;ct,  and  I  will  vehtt;re  to  assert  th.at 


not  one  member,  even  from  a  rotten  borough,  could  be 
found,  who  would  not  think  his  independency  violated  and 
insulted  by  the  demand.  No  British  minister  would  dare 
to  hold  such  language  towards  a  member  of  PatVamcnt, 
who  had  made  a  motion  similar  to  that  which  I  submitted, 
as  hsts  been  applied  to  me  in  the  couite  of  this  debait. 
A  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  CAMBBSLsxe]  called 
it  a  (iisgraceful  motion.  .  1  allude  not  to  any  tiling  con' 
tained  in  the  written  speech  of  that  gentleman,  the  pro- 
duction of  three  weeks'  hard  labor,  and  which  ^'as  deli- 
vered yesterday  witli  tuch  graceful  gesticulation,  and  lo 
much  theatrical  emotion.  The  expressions  to  which  I  al- 
lude, were  used  by  the  gentleman  in  his  first  speech,  when 
this  business  was  fresh  before  the  House.  The  gentle- 
man nods  assent.  I  did  not  mistindrrstand  him.  This  lai:- 
guagc,  too,  was  used  by  a  gentleman  who  represents  him- 
self to  be  tlie  intimate  personal  and  political  friend  and 
confidential  adviser  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  As  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  and 
is  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  an  immediate  vindication, 
when  his  conduct  is  called  in  question,  perhaps  it  n»ay  be 
right  and  fiur  to  hear  him  by  his  deputy.  A  charge  from 
so  higli  a  source^  of  so  grave  a  character,  as  tliat  of  sub- 
mitting a  *<  disgraceful"  motion  to  this  House,  calls  upon 
me  for  a  defence.  I  am  desirous  of  humbly  diowing:*  by 
precedents,  tliut  a  member  of  this  House  lias  a  right  to 
submit  any  motion  calcidatcd  to  prevent  an^cxtravtj^nt 
cspenditure  of  the  public  money;  and  that  such  a  motion 
has  not  heretofore  been  deemed  disgraceful.  In  idv 
search  for  precedents,  I  have  found  many  instances  wUre 
menibers  of  tliis  House  have  had  the  hardihood  to  quefp 
tlon  the  propriety  of  the  acta  of  the  E^secutive.  The  in- 
dustry of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cak- 
SOX,]  who  has  just  taken  bis  seat,  has  furnished  the  House 
with  some  cases  which  occurred  during  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Adams.  Although  tliat  gentleman  bad  not  that 
object  in  view  in  citing  those  precedents,  1  conceive  tliat 
they  furnish  me  with  an  excuse  for  submitting  this  motion; 
they  prove  that  the  party  with  whom  I  then  acted,  and 
whom  I  will  still  follow,  in  all  measures  not  incons-stent 
with  our  professions,  when  out  of  power,  pursued  tlic 
same  course  which  is  now  condemned  in  me.  I  lanrient 
that  any  measure  of  the  present  administration  has  been 
so  bad  as  to  compel  its  friends  to  justify  it  by  the  verv 
worst  acts  of  its  pi*edecessor8.  This  task  must  have  been 
peculiarly  liumil.atlng  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  who  took  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  pn** 
trating  the  late  administration,  for  the  very  measures «  hich 
he  now  relies  upon  as  precedents  to  juistify  an  abuse  com* 
mittcd  by  the  present  administration.  The  precedent  on 
which  1  shall  principally  rely,  and  which  funushrs  me  with 
the  most  ample  vindicatit>n,  occurred  in  the  British  House 
of  Commons,  in  1817.  It  is  the  motion  made  in  the  Iloiise 
of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Lambton,  relative  to  the  late  Mr. 
Canning's  en^assy  to  Lisbon.  The  case  has  been  men- 
t.oncdby  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  PrAici.] 
u  ho  addressed  the  House  this  day.  I  will  give  a  mne ac- 
curate statement  of  it,  from  the  book  which  is  now  before 
me,  and  which  contains  an  authentic  account  of  tJie  pro- 
ceedings which  took  place,  in  the  House  of  Comrno"'*  on 
that  occasion.  [Mr.  S.  here  read  from  l^lr.  TlKTr}*8  Me- 
moir of  the  Life  of  Canning,  as  follows:] 

*•  Mr.  Lambton  this  day  brought  forward  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  respecting  Mr.  Canning's  em- 
bassy to  Lisbon.  In  bringing  forward  this  rooti<ii,  he 
disclaimed  any  i retention  of  attack  upon  the  rglit  honor- 
ab  e  gentleman,  (Mr.  Canning,)  whose  name  was  ptorw* 
nently  connected  with  the  transaction  to  which  it  rctVnfd- 
It  was  not  the  conduct  of  an  indlv  dual  that  he  arw  gii«'d' 
but  the  charge  which  he  had  to  prefer,  \^as  aca  r.4  l»'» 
Majesty's  ministers,  of  dehnquci.cy,  by  which,  in  »'" 
cp.hion,  they  had  subjected  thcmsehcs  to  an  impewcu- 
Rient,  (if  that  was  not  obsolete  prcrcedincr,)  en  a  i^J*'?^ 
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of  a  criminal  misapplication  of  ^e  public  money,  for  the 
most  <^orrupt  private  purposes.  This  was  not  the  first 
time  when  this  transatition  had  been  made  the  subject  of 
dissuasion.  Both  within  and  Without  those  walls,  it  had 
been  regarded  as  a  measure  resorted  to  purely  fbr  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  weakness  of  the  members  of 
Government,  by  calhng  to  their  assistance  the  talents  of 
the  right  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  C.)  talents  too  useful 
indeed  to  languish  in  obscurity.  It  had  everywhere  been 
averted  that  there  were  no  public  grounds  for  sending 
«n  ambassador  to  Lisbon  af^er  the  conclusion  of  the  Pe- 
ninsular war;  that  it  was  a  disgraceful  waste  of  the  public 
money,  and  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  lowest  species 
of  political  barter  and  intrigue.  The  papers  which  had 
been  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  fully  proved  that 
the  mission  to  Lisbon  was  undertaken  with  no  prospect  of 
advantage  to  the  interest  of  thb  country  in  its  political  or 
commercial  relations,  but  with  a  view  solely  to  the  politi- 
cal, and  he  might  almost  say  commercial  advantages  of 
the  ministers  themselves — and,  for  these  sinister  objects, 
they  consented  to  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  people, 
already  groaning  under  the  weight  of  an  insupportable 
taxation." 

You  will  notice,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  if  the  facts  stated 
by  Mr.  Lambton,  as  tlie  foundation  of  his  motion,  had 
been  true,  his  Majesty's  ministers  would  not  have  been 
gtsilty  of  a  greater  delinquency  than  is  our  Secretary  of 
State  for  tiie  appointment  of  Mr.  Randolph  as  our  mmis- 
ter  to  Russia,  f  n  one  important  circumstance,  the  abuse 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Secietary  is  greater  than 
that  of  the  British  ministers.  One  ground  of  complaint 
against  the  British  ministers  was,  that  there  were  no  public 
grounds  for  sending  an  ambassador  to  Lisbon.  It  was 
thci-eforc  only  the  unnecessary  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  in  paying  the  outfit,  salary,  &c.  to  Mr.  Canning, 
that  could  be  complained  of.  But,  in  our  case,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  constant  residence  of  an  American  ambas- 
sador at  St.  Petersburg  is  hig^sly  necessary  fbr  the 
interest  of  this  country.  So  that,  sir,  while  we  are  put 
to  the  expense  of  pa}'ing  the  outfit  and  salary  of  an 
mmbassador,  we  remain  unrepresented.  We  have  not 
only  to  complain  of  the  profligate  waste  of  the  public 
money,  but,  in  addition,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  to  an- 
swer to  the  American  people  for  the  neglect  of  their  import- 
mnt  interests  at  St.  Petersburg,  at  a  very  critical  period. 

At  all  events,  the  case  which   I   have   referred  to, 
establishes  the  fact,  that  motions,  similar  to  that  which  1 
submitted,  are  not  unusual  even  in  the  British  Parliament. 
I  will   now  proceed  to  inquire  whetlier  the  motion  was 
considered  unparliamentary  or  disg^ceful.     Lord  Castle- 
reaf»:h  was  minister  at  the  time,  and  present  in  the  House 
of  Commons  when  the  motion  was  brought  forward.  Did 
he,  sir,  like  the  representative  of  our  prime   minister, 
acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  fact  alleged  as  the  foun- 
dation of  the  motion,  treat  it  with  insolence,  call  it  dis- 
graceful, and/ely  upon  a  subservient  majority  to  sanction 
the  abuse?    No  such  thing  appears  from  the  proceeding^. 
So  important  did  Mr.  Canning  himself  view  the  charges 
preferred  against  him,  and  the  ministers  from  whom  he 
received  the  appointment,  that  he  made  in  his  defence  the 
xnost  able,  dignified,  and  eloquent  speech  which  I  have 
«ver  read.     He  nowhere  pretends  that  the   motion  was 
tinparliamentary  or  unusual — ^much  less,  s'r,  did  he  call  it 
disgraceful.     He  admitted,  that  if  the  charges  preferred 
against  him  were  true — ^that  if  it  were  true   that  he   had 
consented  to  take  an  office  for  the  mere  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  salary,  wltliout  a  prospect  of  rendering  any 
pubic  service,  he  would  be  forever  disgraced,  and  that 
it:  would  disqualify  him  from  serving  the  publ.c,  with  credit 
to  himself,    or   with  advantage  to  the  State.     Sir,  Mr. 
CJ anni ng  did  make  a  most  triumphant  dcft-nce;  but  no 
part  of  his  defence  consisted  in  vulgar  abuse  of  the  mover 
cf  the  resolutions  against  him.     He  thouglit  it  necessary 


to  show,  and  he  did  prove,  that  the  filets  alleged  as  the 
foundation  of  the  motion  were  not  true.  Would  to  God 
it  were  in  the  power  of  Mr.  Har.dolph  to  make  a' defence 
equally  satisfactory — althoui^h  some  gentlemen  may  have 
taken  the  opportunity  afforded  by  this  motion,  to  manifest 
long  chefislied  prejudices  against  Mn  Randolph,  I  desire 
it  to  be  understood  that  1  have  ne^er  entertained  any 
hostile  feelings  towards  him.  It  su  happens,  sir,  that  there 
is  not  a  member  of  this  House,  who  has  so  uniformly  ap- 
proved of  the  political  course  of  that  distinguished  gen- 
tle rhan  as  mysclfr  I  have  admired  the  man,  not  because 
he  owned  land  and  negroes,  (which  is  the  only  merit  one 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Coke,]  who  spoke  early  in 
this  debate,  could  discover  in  him,)  but  my  admiration 
was  founded  on  higher  consideration!*.  I  admired  him  for 
daring,  in  the  worst  of  times,  to  speak  the  truth  on  this 
floor,  regardless  of  the  abuse  which  his  independence 
and  honesty  never  failed  to  receive  from  the  court  syco- 
phants of  the  day.  I  admired  him  because  he  would  not 
blindly  follow  his  party,  when  his  party  abandoned  the 
principles  which  brought  them  into  power.  Another 
reason,  sir,  for  my  admiration  of  him,  was  that  his  course 
on  one  occasion  bore  some  faint  resemblance  to  my  own. 
He  abandoned  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  Barnabas  Bidwell 
joined  him.  I  departed  at  some  little  dis»tance  from  An- 
drew Jackson,  when  Martin  Van  Buren  got  the  full  man- 
agement and  direction  of  him. 

1  did  most  sincerely  lament  the  appointment  of  that 
man  to  the  high  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  I  lamented 
it,  because  I  ibared  that  he  would  labor  to  introduce  into 
the  Government  of  tlie  whole  Union  t!ie  same  corrupt 
system  which  has  so  long  disgraced  tlie  politics  of  his 
native  State.  The  pride  of  Virginia  seemed  to  be  offend- 
ed, when  it  waa  insinuated  that  the  appointment  of  one 
of  her  popular  citizens  was  designed  to  make  Virginia 
regard  favorably  the  aspiring  views  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Whatever  effect  the  corrupt  dispensations  of  the 
patronage  of  the  Government  might  produce  on  other 
States,  Virginia  is  too  pure  to  be  influenct^d  by  such 
means. 

It  must  hav«  humbled  the  lofty  pride  cf  your  great 
State,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  she  beheld  the  very  Cuto  of 
the  commonwealth  fall  before  the  first  and  the  only 
temptation  ever  presented  to  him.  I  ha\'e,  said  Napoleon, 
only  to  touch  the  sturdy  democrat  with  gold,  and  he  be- 
comes my  slave  forever.  It  is  upon  this  bad  opinion  of 
mankind,  tliat  your  Secretary'  of  State  always  acts,  and 
it  is  indeed  the  great  secret  of  his  success. 

Unless  there  shall  be  found  firmness,  patriotism,  :tnd 
independence  in  this  House,  to  resist  this  first  open 
attempt  to  bestow  the  public  money  for  the  private  ad- 
vantage of  tlieSecretaiy  of  State,  we  will  teach  him  still 
more  to  despise  mankind,  and  to  believe  thut  they  are 
only  fit  to  be  slaves. 

The  principal  objection  which  has  been  urged  ag-ainst 
striking  out  the  appropriation,  is,  that  it  will  put  an  end 
to  our  friendly  relations  with  Russia.  My  own  opinion  is, 
that  it  will  have  no  such  tendency.  So  far  as  our  friendly 
relations  with  Russia  depend  upon  tlic  residence  of  an 
ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg,  oitr  Secietary  of  State  has 
already  put  an  end  to  them.  And  the  success  of  the 
original  motion  would  have  the  effect  of  lestorlrg-  our 
custt.mary  intercourse,  by  compelling  the  icoall  cf  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  the  appointment  of  a  more  efficient  man. 
Hut  as  the  fear  of  interrupting  our  friendly  relations  with 
Ihissia would  influence  some  gentlemen  to  vote  r.gain.st 
my  motion,  but  who  nevcftheless  ai  e  decic'edly  opp'jscd 
to  tl^is  disgraceful  job,  I  came  to  the  d;  tcrminu  ion  cf 
modifying  the  motion  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  with  the 
appr(-bat»on  of  every  one  who  agrees  with  n;c  in  believing 
that  this  transaction  oughtnot'o  e.  cape  the  ce.i&urcof  the 
House. 

Mr.   BUCHANAN,  of  PtnnsUvania,  said  he  d.d   not 
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rise  to  pronounce  a  eulogfium  either  on  the  Secretar}'  of 
State,  or  the  minister  to  Russia.  This  task  had  already 
been  sufficiently  performed  by  their  friends.  Neither  did 
he  rise  to  assail  the  motives,  or  to  attack  tho  character,  of 
any  gentleman  upon  that  floor.  Such  a  course  had  nerer 
been,  and  he  ti'usted  would  never  be,  pursued  by  him. 
He  rose,  very  briefly  to  state  his  own  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  amendment  under  consideration. 

Judging  from  the  discussion  of  the  question  on  all  sides 
of  the  House,  one  might  be  led  to  suppose  that  some  of 
the  best  settled  principles  of  constitutional  law  had  been 
abandoned,  and  that,  afler  an  experience  of  more  than 
forty  years,  we  are  stiU  left  in  doubt  and  uncertainty  as 
to  the  powers  which  the  constitution  confers  on  tlie  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  this  Government.  On  this  subject,  that 
instrumeat  is  so  plain,  that  he  who  runs  may  read.  It 
confers  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  exclusive 
power  of  making  treaties  witli  foreign  nations,  and  ap- 
pointing public  mmisters  to  negotiate  these  treaties.  Both 
the  minister  and  the  treaty  are  called  into  existence,  with- 
out the  agency,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  of  tlus  House. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  have  entrusted,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  wisely  entrusted,  our  foreign  relations  to  the 
President  and  Senate.  To  the  people,  and  not  to  this 
House,  are  they  directly  responsible  for  the  proper  execu- 
tion of  this  high  trust. 

It  is  true  that,  in  many  cases,  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives are  called  upon  to  make  appropriations  for  carry- 
ing treaties  into  effect)  and,  in  all  cases,  we  vote  the  out- 
fits and  salaries  of  our  foreign  ministers;  yet,  it  is  equally 
certain  that  we  are  under  a  high,  moral,  and  constitutional 
obligation  to  make  the  grants  of  money  necessary  for  these 
purposes.  I  do  not  say  that  extreme  cases  may  not  exist, 
\\\  wiiich  it  would  be  our  duty  to  refuse  such  approprta- 
tions.*  The  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme  law;  and 
if  their  rights  and  liberties  were  endangered  by  any  trea- 
ty, or  any  mission,  it  might  then  become  the  duty  of  this 
House  even  to  disregard  their  constitutional  obligations, 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  republic  from  danger. 
Should  such  a  case  ever  occur,  it  will  make  a  precedent 
for  itself.  I  tliink  no  gentleman  will  contend  that  it  exists 
on  the  present  occasion. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  either  to  applaud  or  to  censure 
the  ::ppointment  of  Mr.  Randolph  as  minister  to  Russia. 
He  was  regularly  appointed  to  this  station  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  tlic  Senate.  To  them,  and  to  them  alone,  it  be- 
longetl  to  judge  of  his  character  and  qualifications.  And 
here,  after  what  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  it  is  but  jus- 
tice to  state  that  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Randolph  was 
the  spontaneous  act  of  the  President  himself,  and  sprung 
solely  from  the  suggestion  of  his  own  mind.  This  nomi- 
nation, thus  made,  received  the  approbation  of  the  Senate. 
It  appears  from  tlieir  secret  journal,  which  has  since  been 
published,  that,  in  tliat  body,  tJiere  was  not  even  a  division 
upon  the  question.  1  have  a  rlglit  to  infer  that  the  Pre- 
sident's selection  was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Sen- 
ate, because  it  does  not  appear  tJiat  there  was  one  dissent- 
ing voice.  Whetljcr  this  be  the  fact  or  not,  I  cannot  tell, 
because  1  have  never  hud  any  communication  with  any 
Senator  upon  the  subject. 

Under  tlicse  circumstances,  shall  we  withhold  the  mo- 
ney ncces8.iry  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  minister  thus  ap- 
pointed? Shall  we  arrest  this  mission  to  Russia,  which 
has  been  long  established  with  great  advantage  to  the 
coimtry,  because  wc  do  not  approve  the  conduct  of  the 
present  minister?  He  is  responsible  for  his  conduct  to 
the  Prcs'd.'nt,  and  the  President  himself  is  responsible  to 
tiie  American  people.  From  that  responsibility  it  is  not 
in  his  nature  to  shrink.  The  constitution  hiis  not  confer- 
red upon  tlie  House  of  Representilivcs  any  power  to  ar- 
rest a  mission,  merely  because  they  m.ny  be  dissatisfied 
\*\\\\  the  appc:ntm?-nt'or  conduct  of  t};c  minister. 


I  admit  that,  in  the  present  imitated  state  of  Europe,  it 
would  be  highly  proper  that  we  should  have  a  nunister 
actually  residing  at  St.  Petersburg,  aad  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly that  Mr.  Randolph's  health  did  not  enable  him  to  re- 
main in  that  city.  But  who  could  have  predicted,  at  the 
time  he  ]ef\  this  countiy,  that  such  a  necessity  would  hare 
existed?  Europe  was  then  tranquil:  she  was  reposing  io 
peace.  There  was  no  precursor  of  the  approaching  storm, 
unless  it  was  the  stillness  which  portends  the  earthquake. 
The  madness  and  folly  of  a  single  despot  have  aroused  the 
people  of  that  continent  to  vindicate  their  rights;  and  1 
trust  in  God  they  may.  never  lay  down  their  arms  until  the 
liberties  of  each  of  its  nations  shall  be  secured  by  consti- 
tutional charters. 

When  Mr.  |Undolph  sailed^  the  President  could  not 
have  foreseen  any  of  these  events.  Our  relations  with 
Russia  had  always  been  of  the  most  stable  character.  I1ie 
absence  of  otur  minister  from  that  court,  during  the  incle- 
mency of  the  winter  nionths,  could  not  hare  operated  to  our 
prejudice,  in  the  then  existing  state  of  things.  Under 
such  impressions,  was  it  improper  for  the  President  to 
give  to  Mr.  Randolph  a  contingent  permission  to  leare 
"  temporarily  his  post,  for  the  advantage  of  a  more  genial 
climate,"  in  case  he  should  discover  that  his  healUi  vas 
not  sufficiently  vigorous  to  endure  the  severity  of  a  Rus- 
sian winter?  And  yet  this  circumstance  has  been  seized 
upon  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  most  bitter  ^nd  vloleot 
attack  upon  the  present  sidminJstration. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  original  motion  has  been  changed 
with  the.  approbation  of  the  mover;  and  now,  instesil  of 
merely  depriving  Mr.  Randolph  of  hissalaryf  it  contains  a 
general  provision  depriving  all  the  foreign  ministers  of  the 
United  States  of  their  salaries  for  any  portion  of  time  tlie/ 
shall  be  absent  from  the  country  to  which  they  nuy  be 
sent,  no  matter  for  what  cause.  The  provision  is  general 
in  its  termsi  it  makes  no  exceptions;  what,  then,  is  its  na- 
ture ?  The  salaries  of  our  public  ministers  to  England, 
France,  and  Russia,  are  notoriously  inadequate  for  their 
support.  Indeed,  it  has  now  come  to  this,  that  no  nun 
having  a  family,  unless  he  is  wealthy,  can  afford  to  accept 
any  one  of  these  tlirce  missions,  without  danger  of  being 
ruined  in  his  circumstances.  In  opposition  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government,  no  poor  man  wlio  is  prudent 
would  accept  either  of  these  stations. 

A  minister  thus  sent  abroad,  is  equally  liable  to  sicknca 
with  all  otlier  men.  We  know  not  what  a  day  or  an  hour 
may  bring  forth.  He  may  leave  tliis  country  in  the  most 
vigorous  health,  and,  after  his  arrival  at  the  place  of  hii 
destination,  he  may  be  prostrated  in  a  moment  bysck- 
ness,  or  his  health  may  be  impaired  in  the  public  service 
by  severe  and  close  attention  to  the  du^es  of  his  inissioa 
UiKier  such  circumstances,  it  may  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, for  the  restoration  of  his  hesdth,  that  he  should 
for  a  short  time  leave  the  counti-y.  Should  this  amend- 
ment prevail,  it  will  deprive  a  minister  of  his  salar)"  du- 
ring the  time  that  he  absents  himself,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recruiting  his  health,  even  although  his  constitu- 
tion may  have  been  shattered  by  his  laborious  and  anxious 
cndeavoi's  to  serve  his  countrv.  The  means  of  subsists 
ence  will  thus  be  withdrawn  from  him,  at  the  very  time 
wh^n  necessity  will  compel  him  to  incur  the  greatest  ex- 
pense. Is  it  possible  that  this  House  will  ever  sanction 
6o  unjust  a  principle  ?  Such  a  principle  has  never  even 
been  suggested  in  the  past  history  x)f  our  country.  ShJI 
we  now  adopt  so  unjust  a  provi^on,  and  apply  it  to  all  nun- 
isters,  under  all  circumstances,  merely  because  at  the  p."e- 
sent  time  we  may  be  dissatisfied  with  Mr.  Randolph's  ab- 
sence from  the  Russian  court?  1  cannot  btlicve  tnat  tJitf 
proposition  will  receive  the  sanction  of  any  considerable 
portion  of  this  House.  .  . 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  .««iid,  as  I  perceive  it  ii 
the  intention  of  the  House  to  take  the  question.  I  »"i'l  ^^ 
trespass  upon  il3  patience,  and  will  only  state  the  groundi 


65? 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


658 


Feb.  9,  1831.] 


ReporU  of  the  Judieiary  Committee, 


[H.  or  H. 


upon  which  I  place  my  objections  to  the  provision  of  the 
bill  which  is  now  under  consideration,  and,  of  course, 
upon  which  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment.  And,  in  the 
fir^t  place,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  f  have  nothings  to 
do  with  the  minister.  I  leave  him  to  the  commentaries 
snd  the  eulogies  of  others.  My  objections  rest  upon  an- 
other bssis  altogether. 

Nor  am  I  opposed  to  a  mission  to  Russia.  Quite  the  con- 
trary.   And  if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  will  so 
change  the  phraseology  of  the  bill,  as  to  make  the  appro- 
priation general,  for  the  support  of  a  minister,  or  mission 
to  Russia,  it  will  stand  well  enough.     The  responsibility, 
in  relation  to  this  mission,  will  be  left  where  it  belongs, 
and  where  it  ought  to  remain,  upon  the  Executive,  unaf- 
fected by  the  doinjj^  of  this  House.     But  the  bill  in  terms 
makes  an  appropriation  to  pay  "the  salary  of  the  minister 
to  Russia."    Who  is  the  minister  to  Russia?     Mr.  Ran- 
dolph.   It  is,  therefore,  a  distinct,  specific  provision  to 
pay  his  salary,  and  the  salary  of  his  successor,  I  admit, 
should  one  be  appointed  within  the  year.     But,  in  my 
view,  it  recognises,  and  confirms,  and  justifies  all  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Executive  in  relation  to  this  mission.     Sir, 
^n  this  be  doubted?    Should  a  question  arise  as  to  the 
legality  of  this  mission,  or  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  support  of  it;  and  such  question  may  arise — would 
not  this  House  be  estopped  by  its  own  act  from  questioning 
either?    With  the  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  as  to  the  ori- 
gin and  progress  of  tliis  mission,  or  the  means  of  know- 
ledge within  its  power,  we  order  the  outfit  and  salary  to 
be  paid.    This  is  an  authority  to  the  Executive,  and  it 
confirms  and  justifies  his  acts.     Whatever  doubt  there 
might  have  been  about  it,  had  no  objection  been  taken, 
yet,  if  Congress  now  refuse  to  interpose  a  clause  to  pre- 
vent the  objectionable  implication,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  inevitable.     Now,  sir,  I  will  not  confirm  by  my  vote  the 
proceedings  of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  this  mission. 
I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my  sense  of  duty  to  sanction,  even 
indirectly,  what,  in  my  conscience,  1  believe  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous innovation  in  the  practice  of  this  Government. 
Wherein,  I  will  state  presently. 

But  we  are  here  met  with  the  objection  that  this  ques- 
tion ought  not  to  be  raised  upon  an  appropriation  bill;  that 
it  is  irregular,  unparliamentary.  The  gentlemen  who 
make  the  objection  do  not  tell  us  how  it  can  be  raised  in 
»ny  other  way  in  time  to  meet  the  exigency.  They  only 
tt^ll  us  this  is  not  the  way.  If  there  be  another,  let  it  be 
shown.  Sir,  there  is  none.  If  this  is  not  the  way,  then 
this  House  is  reduced  to  the  slavish  condition  of  the  Com- 
mons of  Henry  VHI,  and  our  only  business  here  is  to  vote 
the  supplies.  It  is  not  so,  sir.  When  sn  appropriation 
is  demanded,  this  House  has  a  right  to  look  at  the  ob- 
ject,- if  it  approves,  to  grant;  if  not,  to  withhold.  This  is 
the  old  Whig  principle,  which  this  House  will  be  slow  to 
ffivc  up.  When  the  Executive  acts  within  his  constitu- 
tional sphere,  and  according  to  the  established  usages  of 
the  Government,  it  does  not  become  this  House  in  any  way 
to  Interfere. 

In  such  a  case,  1  admit  our  obligation  to  vote  the  sup- 
plies. But  when  the  Executive  does  not,  it  is  going  quite 
too  far  to  say  that  this  House  is  bound  to  vote  the  supply 
notwithstanding.  iTiis  brings  us  to  the  question  whether 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  this  mission  can  be  sustained 
and  justified  upon  the  constitutional  and  established 
"sages  of  this  Government.  I  say  it  cannot.  And,  in  the 
first  place,  the  object  of  the  appointment,  it  seems  to  me, 
was  not  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  nor  in  any 
way  for  the  public  good.  Nor  can  I  approve  of  the  man- 
ner of  the  appointment.  Who  can  doubt  what  the  un- 
derstanding was  between  the  minister  and  the  Executive 
before  his  nomination  to  the  Senate,  the  extent  and  boun- 
daries of  which,  events  have  since  indicated  ?  He  was  au- 
thorized to  do  precisely  what  he  has  done,  as  much  so  as 
if  he  had  had  in  his  pocket  s  license' under  the  seal  of  the 
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Executive  for  his  every  act.  This  is  fairly  inferrible  from 
the  facts  that  the  minister  would  not  be  likely  to  violate 
his  instructions;  that  no  intimation  has  been  ^ven  that 
he  has  done  it;  that  the  President  who  introduces  tlie 
subject  into  his  message,  admits  that  he  had  liberty  to  act 
at  discretion,  without  a  suggestion  that  he  had  abused  it; 
and,  more  than  all,  he  is  not  recalled.  This  puts  the  seal 
of  the  administration  upon  his  acts,  and  appropriates  and 
stamps  them  as  its  own.  'Such  was  the  understandings 
then,  between  the  Executive  and  the  minister.  Was  tins 
communicated  to  the  Senate?  Had  it  been,  it  is  impo^ 
sible  the  nomination  could  have  been  confirmed.  1^  as 
^ig^ested  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Ktr. 
BucHAiTAir,]  the  Senate  was  (inanimoiis,  it  must  have  been 
through  ignorance  of  this  fact.  It  was  then  an  appoint- 
ment acconiing  to  the  fbrms  of  the  constitution,  defeating 
the  purpose  of  it.  Nor  can  I  sanction  by  m^  vote  the  con- 
duct of  the  Executive  in  relation  to  this  mission.  I  deny 
the  power  of  the  President  to  dispense  with  the  services 
of  a  public  minister,  and  to  release  him  from  his  obliga- 
tions to  the  United  Stales,  continuing  his  mission  and  his 
salary.  The  occasional  recess,  even  of  our  ministers 
abroad,  is  matter  of  indulgence,  not  right.  Or,  if  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  the  power,  I  affirm  that  here  was  an  abuse  of 
it.  Hitherto,  only  ten  or  fifteen  davs  in  Rusna!  In  the 
present  condition  of  the  world,  and  our  relations  to  it! 
Not  an  accidental,  an  unanticipated  absence,  as  intimated, 
but  as  certain  when  the  minister  left  the  country  as  it  is 
now — too  probable  at  least  to  be  justified. 

I  say,  therefore,  in  conclusion,  that  the  conduct  of  ^le 
Executive  in  these  particulars  was  unconstitutional,  and 
a  dangerous  innovation  which  I  am  not  prepared  to 
sanction.  It  is  upon  these  grounds  I  place  my  vote,  and 
not  upon  any  objection  to  the  minbter  or  mission;  and  at 
this  hour  I  content  myself  with  simply  stating  them. 

Mr.  ARCHER  then  rose  to  address  the  Hoase;  but,  to 
give  him  a  better  opportunity  than  the  lateness  of  tb* 
hour  now  permitted,        , 

Mr.  BARRINGEB  moved  an  adjoummenti  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wbokssdat,  Fsb&vabt  9. 
REPORTS  OF  THE  JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  resolution  to  print  six  thousand  copies  of  the  report! 
of  the  maiority  and  minority  of  the  Judiciary  comnittee, 
on  the  subject  of  the  repeal  of  the  25th  section  of  the 
Judiciary  act  of  1789,  behig  again  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion, 

Mr.  CRAWFORD  sud:  To  address  this  House  upon 
the  subject-matter,  of  two  reports,  on  a  proposition  to 
print  them,  and  to  sustain  the  one,  or  impugn  the  other» 
would  be  alike  irregular  and  unprofitable.  I  can  have  no 
disposition  to  speak  to  a  settled  question,  and  particularly 
to  one  that  has  been  decisively  settied,  but  have  risen  for 
a  special  purpose,  which  shall  be  accomplished  in  brief 
space.  When  this  resolution  was  under  consideration  two 
days  ago,  the  honorable  gentleman  fi'om  Virginia  [Mr. 
GoaDON]  complained  of  the  demand  made  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of 
the  25th  section  of  the  ludiciary  act  of  1789,  reported  by 
a  committee  of  which  that  gentleman  is  a  member.  I  ber 
leave  to  s«y  to  him  and  to  &e  House  why  I  made  it  I 
hope,  although  I  have  been  here  but  a  short  time,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  state  that  nothing  was  further 
from  my  thoughts  than  to  diiow  the  slightest  disrespect  to 
any  member  of  this  honorable  body.  I  was,  in  due  par- 
liamentary course,  exercising  a  riglit  which  belongea  to 
me,  and  which  I  then  thought,  aud  now  think,  duty  re- 
quired me  to  use,  sgainst  a  bill  that  involved  Considera- 
tions of  the  first  impression,  snd  presented  a  questioiH 
upon  the  decision  of  which  the  best  interests  of  the  coun* 
tn'  were  staked. 
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The  constitution  is  as  broad  as  the  law»  and  the  stroke 
that  shall  cut  off  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  from 
our  code»  will  inflict  a  fatal  wound  upon  the  charter  of 
our  common  rights.  I  was,  therefore,  unwilling,  if  4 
could  prevent  it,  to  allow  these  States  to  be  agitated  and 
distracted,  even  for  a  day,  by  the  supposition  that  any 
doubt  existed  on  this  vitally  important  subject  If  it  was 
debated,  it  appeared  to  me  that  anxieties  and  tormenting 
apprehensions,  during  the  discussion  at  least,  would  enter 
into  the  minds  of  many,  and  that  the  very  fact  of  its  bein^ 
argued  would  imply  that  the  issue  was  doubtful.  Had  it 
been  so — still  more,  had  it  been  adverse  to  my  wishes,  I 
should  have  deplored  it  as  tlie  greatest  political  evil  but 
one.  I  did  not  believe  it  was  so,  or  that  it  would  so  result, 
and  desired  that  an.  immediate  decision  might  be  had — 
that  the  sense  of  its  representatives  should  be  made  known 
to  the  nation  without  delay. 

In  addition,  and  perhaps  it  operated  more  than  any 
other  consideration  tnat  impelled  me  to  the  course  I  pur- 
sued, I  hold  some  parts  of  our  political  fabric  to  be  of  so 
sacred  a  character,  that  thev  are  injured  by  familiarity. 
They  ought  not  to  be  touched  with  an  intention  to  destroy 
them.  You  cannot  but  lessen  Uieir  sanctity  by  handling 
them.  Of  this  description  are  the  constitution,  and  the 
particular  law  now  in  our  view,. which  b  but  an  amplifica- 
tion of  it,  sanctioned  as  they  have  been,  and  are,  by  forty 
years'  action,  and  the  approbation  of  the  country.  Besides, 
if  this  subject  is  to  be  oiscussed,  I  do  not  believe  **  now 
is  the  accepted  time;"  and,  if  it  were  in  other  respects, 
the  remdue  of  the  session  will  not  afford  sufficient  space 
for  the  considerateness  and  gravity  of  reflection  which 
all  should  and  would  bring  to  such  a  debate.  These,  sir, 
are  briefly  the  reasons  which  actuated  me.  I  wish  they 
were  satisfactory  to  all{  to  myself  they  are  perfectly  so. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  printing  of  three  thousand, 
now  enlarged  to  six  thousand  copies,  I  confess  I  do  not 
perceive  uie  necessity  for  it,  seeing  that  copies  of  botii 
reports  have  been  multiplied,  and  are  multiplying,  by  all 
the  newspapers  of  the  day^  but  as  many  honorable  gen- 
tlemen tnink  differently,  and  especially  as  the  minority 
desire  that  the  resolution  shoula  pass,  I  will  cheerfully 
yield  my  own  opinion*  and  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  of  Kentucky,  then  rose,  and  said,  the 
motion  now  under  consideration  was  of  ordinary  occur- 
rence, and  assumed  importance  only  from  the  fact  that 
the  measure  recommended  by  tiie  report  did  not  receive 
from  this  House  that  consideration  to  which  it  was  entitled 
by  its  merits,  by  the  principles  it  involved,  and  by  tiie 
deep  and  per^-aaing  interest  which  it  had  excited  in  the 
community.  It  may  not  be  strictly  in  order,  said  Mr.  D., 
to  debate  the  merits  of  a  report  on  a  motion  to  print,  but 
the  rcssons  necess.iry  to  sustain  the  motion  may,  however, 
be  urged  with  propriety.  In  order  to  correct  any  abuse 
that  may  have  tbund  its  way  into  the  statute  book,  or  into 
the  administration  of  the  Government,  let  facts  and  argu- 
ments be  submitted  to  the  people;  they  are  the  rightful 
judges;  and  let  them  determine,  with  the  evidence  before 
them,  whether  a  particular  law,  a  section  of  a  law,  or  any 
act  of  Uie  administration,  should  be  repealed,  modified, 
or  corrected.  Their  decisions  on  all  these  subjects  are, 
and  ought  to  be,  bindinc^  on  their  representatives  on  this 
floor.  Many  gentlemen  m  this  House  feel  the  full  weight 
of  this  responsibility ;  and  although  all  ai*c  honorable  men, 
yet  it  would  seem  Qand  in  this  light  alone  can  the  people 
view  it)  the  rejection  of  the  bill  recommended  by  tlie 
report,  before  the  period  had  arrived  at  which  it  could  be 
discussed,  and  its  merits  laid  before  the  public,  was  an 
attempt  to  stifle  the  investigation  of  a  subject  of  great 
national  importance — a  subject  about  which  the  whole 
country  felt  a  deep  interest,  and  demanded  information. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  had  not  supposed  that  a  subject  of 
such  magnitude  would  have  been  to  lightly  passed  over  by 
a  body  of  politicians  who  profess  to  regard,  and  be  govern- 


ed by  the  will  and  opinions  of  their  constituents.    The 
honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  CaAwroRo] 
supposes  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  inveitigate 
or  agitate  a  subject  of  this  character,  as  it  would  be  the 
means  of  awakening  inquiry  among  the  people;  and  hence, 
in  aU  probability,  produce  all  over  the  country  an  excite- 
ment against  the  court.     This  was  a  laudable  opposition 
to  a  measure  of  so  much  importance,  and  well  deserves 
the  admiration  of  an  intelligent,  free,  independent,  and 
sovereign  people*      The  motives  which  influenced  the 
course  of  tlie  honorable  gentleman,  strange  as  it  may  afh 
pear,  led  otiier  gentlemen  to  vote  against  the  discusson 
of  the  bill.     To  submit  a  proposition  for  the  due  deliberir. 
tion  of  the  people  of  this  Union,  appears,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  aristocracy  of  the  country,  and  even  by  some  who  caS 
themselves  republicans,  a  subject  of  censure  rather  than 
commendation,     lliose  who  consider  themselves  superior 
to  the  people*  are  always  jealous  of  any  measure  that 
would  tend  to  reduce  them  to  a  level  'with  the  aource  of 
all  legitimate  authority  in  this  country.    Mr.  D.  said  be 
had  evei^  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 
community.     He  had  been  taught  from  his  infancy  to  look 
up  to  them  as  the  pure  fountain  of  power.  ^  The  great 
error  into  which  many  distinguished  individuals  nave 
fallen,  is  not  placing  a  proper  estimate  on  their  intelli- 
gence and  sagacity.     This  error  attachesitself  with  great 
Force  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  opposed  the  rep»l  of 
the  twentv-fifth  section  of  the  judiciary  act  to  wluchi 
have  alluded.     They  have  no  confidence  in  the  people, 
and  are  afraid  to  submit  to  them  any  proposition  to  vhich 
they  are  opposed.     Why  tiiis  apprehension?    Is  it  be- 
cause they  believe,  if  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
people,  that  the  decision  will  be  a^nst  them?  Or  is  it  to 
be  ascribed  to  an  overweening  vanity  that  the  agents  kmnr 
more  than  the  principals?    To  «ich  public  servants  let  it 
be  said,  that,  in  their  bands,  the  republic  is  not  secure. 
The  motives  of  members  of  this  House  are  not  to  be  iifr 
peached,  nor  will  it  be  attempted  on  this  occasion;  yeth 
may  be  said,  and  said  truly,  too,  that  in  this  House  there 
are  three  parties,  and,  by  a  union  between  any  tvo,  a 
measure  proposed  by  the  other  can  easily  be  defeated.  It 
was  clearly  perceivable,  when  the  bill  was  rejected  on  its 
second  reading,  that  a  union  of  tliis  character  took  place; 
and  it  was  manifest  to  every  observer,  that  the  object  of 
its  rejection  was  to  operate  against  a  distinguished  indi- 
vidual of  the  South.      Disunion  and  nullification  were 
instantly  made  the  watchword,  and  every  yelper  of  a  pa^ 
ticular  cast  immediately  joined  in  the  cry.  But  thismoTe- 
ment  shall  be  noticed  more  fully  hereafter. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  would  now  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
twenty -fif\h  section  of  this  judiciary  act,  and  compare  its 
provisions  with  those  laid  down  in  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.     The  section  is  as  follows: 

**  A  final  judgment,  or  decree,  in  any  suit,  iu  the  higher 
courts  of  law  and  equity-  of  a  State  in  which  a  decision  is 

a could  be  hac^  where  is  drawn  in  question  ^^^ 

lidity  of  a  treaty  or  statute  of,  or  authority  exercised  under 
the  United  States,  and  the  decision  is  against  their  validity; 
or  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  a  statute  ol, 
or  authority  exercised  under  the  United  SUtcs,  and  the 
decision  is  against  their  validity;  or  where  is  drawn  in  qu^ 
tion  the  validity  of  a  statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised 
under  any  State,  on  the  ground  of  tiieir  being  repugnant 
to  the  constitution,  treaties,  or  laws  of  the  United  irtalcs, 
and  the  decision  is  in  favor  of  their  validity;  or  where  a 
drawn  in  question  the  construction  of  any  clause  of  the 
constitution,  or  of  a  tjeaty  or  statute  of,  or  commisaoa 
held  under  tlie  United  States,  and  Uic  deciaon  is  against 
the  title,  privilege,  or  exemption,  specially  set  up  or 
claimed  by  either  party  under  such  clatise  of  the  sa-d  con- 
stitution, treaty,  statute,  or  commission,  may  be  re-ex- 
amined, and  reversed  or  afTu-mcd,  in  the  Supreme  Couit 
of  the  Umtcd  States,  upon  a  writ  of  error,  tlic  citaUon 
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being  signed  by  the  chief  justice,  or  judge,  or  chancellor 
of  the  court  rendering  or  passing  the  judgment  or  decree 
complained  of^  or  b^  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  m  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same-reg^dations,  and  the  writ  shaH  have  the  same  effect 
as  if  the  judgment  or  decree  complained  of  had  been 
rendered  m  a  circuit  court;  and  the  proceedings  upon  the 
reversals  shall  also  be  the  same,  except  that  the  Supreme 
Cnurt,  instead  of  remanding  the  cause  for  a  final  decision, 
as  befbre  provided,  may,  at  their  discretion,  if  the  cause 
shall  haVe  be^n  once  remanded  before,  proceed  to  a  final 
dec^ion  of  the  same,  and  award  execution.  But  no  error 
shall  be '  ■■  as  a ground^f  reversal  in  any  such  case  as 
aforesaid,  " — »  such  as  appears  on  the  law  of  the  record, 
and  immediately  respects  the  bcforementioned  question 
of  validity,  or  construction  of  the  said  constitution,  trea- 
ties, statutes,  commissions,  or  authorities  in  dispute." 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  section  vests  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  the  right  of  judging  in  the  last 
resorty  of  confirming  or  reversing  the  decision  of  the  State 
court39  in  *^^  cases,  civil  and  cnmina],  which  may  have 
been  submitted  to  their  adjudication.  The  tremendous 
power  embraced  in  this  section  designates  the  particular 
tiass  of  cases  of  which  the  Supreme  Court  mav  take  juris- 
diction; but  this  does  not  lessen  the  evil  of  which  the 
States  have  a  just  right  to  complain.  Indeed,  it  is  a  power 
which  draws  within  its  vortex  nearly  every  case  that 
may,  in  the  last  resort,  be  decided  by  the  State  tribunals. 
By  this  section,  the  States  are  deprived  of  the  right  of  de- 
termining on  their  own  powers,  and  arc  made  subordinate 
to  the  Supreme  Court  or  the  United  States.  The  division 
of  power  in  the  federal  constitution  is  intended  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  the  States  being  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  inferiors  to  that  which  was  created  by  their 
own  voluntary  choice.  The  powers  delegated  by  the 
States  to  the  General  Government  were  intended  to  be 
adjudicated  by  a  tribunal  organized  for  that  purpose  by 
judicial  authority.  This  tribunal,  so  fiir  as  authorized  by 
powers  delegated,  is  independent  of  the  State  tribunals, 
and  the  State  tribunals  independent  of  it;  each  acting  on 
its  own  responsibility,  and  in  the  sphere  of  its  own  legiti- 
mate authority.  To  render  the  powers  delegated  by  the 
States  independent  and  sovereigii,  and  for  the  States  at 
the  same  time  to  retain  tlieir  sovereign  and  independent 
character,  were  questions  of  delicate  and  deep  considera- 
tion by  the  framers  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  conventions  of  the  States  to  ratify  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  particularly  the  convention  of  Vir- 
ginia, composed,  as  it  was,  of  her  most  distinguished 
statesmen,  objected  to  its  ratification,  because  the  due 
powers  of  the  States  were  not  reserved  by  an  express 
clause.  To  obviate  this  objection,  it  was  urged,  and  not 
without  success,  that,  at  the  first  formation  of  such  an  in- 
strument, perfection  could  not  be  expected;  but  that  no 
danger  should  be  apprehended  by  the  State  rights  men, 
as  the  constitution  could  be  amended  at  any  time,  when 
experience  should  suggest  the  propriety  of  such  amend- 
ments. It  was  believed  by  many  of  the  sages  of  that  day, 
that  the  constittition  was  sufficiently  explicit,  without  an 
express  clause  to  guard  against  the  usurpatioas  of  the  Go- 
vernment just  organized.  Three  distinct  and  separate  de- 
partments were  formed,  and  the  powers  and  jurisdictions 
belonging  to  each  were  limited  by  different  boundaries. 
To  the  judiciary  department  of  tlie  Government  were 
allotted  the  power  and  jurisdiction  necessary  and  proper 
to  render  the  Government  perfect  But,  said  Mr.  D.,  the 
whole  authority  from  wliich  the  advocates  of  supreme 
power  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  justified  them- 
selves in  enacting  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act 
alluded  to,  will  be  found  in  the  third  article  of  tlie  consti- 
tution, as  follows: 

'^  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  rest- 
'  ed  in  one  supreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior  coarts  u 


the  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish. 
The  jud^s,  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts,  shall 
hold  their  oiHccs  during  good  behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated 
times,  receive  for  their  services  a  compensation,  wliich 
shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  ofHce. 
The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and 
equity  arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  theUnit- 
ea  States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  un- 
der their  authority;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors^ 
other  public  ministers,  and  coi>suls;  to  all  cases  of  admi- 
ralty and  maritime  jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which 
the  United  States  shall  be  a  party;  to  controversies  be- 
tween two  or  more  States;  between  citizens  of  different 
States;  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  claiming 
grants  of  land  under  different  States;  and  between  a 
State  and  the  citizens  thereof;  and  between  foreign 
States,  citizens,  and  subjects. 

*<In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  minis- 
ters, and  consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a 
party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdic- 
tion. In  all  the  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  lav 
and  fact,  with  such  exceptions,  and  under  such  regula- 
tions, as  tlie  Consress  shall  make. 
*<The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeach- 
ment, shall  be  by  jury;  and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the 
State  where  said  crime  shall  have  been  conunitted;  but 
when  not  committed  witliin  any  State,  the  trial  shall  be 
at  such  place  or  places  as  Congress  may  by  law  have 
directed. *• 

It  is  provided  in  the  sixth  article,  second  section,  that 
*  This  constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all 
treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land;  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  there- 
by, any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

In  the  Oiird  section  it  is  further  provided,  that  <*  The 
Senators  and  Representatives  before  mentioned,  and 
members  of  the  several  State  Legislatures,  and  all  exe- 
cutive and  judicial  ofHcers,  both  of  tlie  United  States, 
and  of  the  several  States,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  af- 
firmation to  support  this  constitution:  but  no  religious 
test  shall  eyer  be  required  as  a  qualification  to  any  office 
ofpublic  trust  under  the  United  States." 
Thus  stood  the  constitution,  said  Mr.  D.,  when  the  ju- 
diciary act  of  1789  was  passed  by  Confess,  and  approved 
by  the  President.  The  constitutionahty  of  the  25tb  sec- 
tion was  then  doubted;  but  it  passed  in  company  with 
other  provisions,  indispensably  necessary  to  the  salutary 
organization  of  Uie  federal  tribunals.  It  has  remained  on 
the  statute  book  uninterrupted  for  many  years,  and  age 
has  given  it  some  claim  to  veneration.  That  plea  hat 
often  been  asserted  in  its  &vor  by  the  enemies  of  State 
rights.  While  the  principles  of  the  great  revolution  were 
aahcred  to,  this  act  was  seldom,  if  ever,  resorted  to;  but 
as  they  have  degenerated,  that  which  was  once  considered 
as  usurpation  is  now  appealed  to  as  an  evidence  of  right, 
until  the  strides  of  federal  usurpation  begin  to  alarm  the 
most  indolent.  The  spirit  of  indignation  has  already  gone 
abroad  in  the  land,  and  the  people  are  now  seeking  a 
remedy  for  the  evil.  It  cannot  he  stified  nor  subdued,  let 
the  friends  of  power  do  what  they  may  to  repress  it.  In 
vain  do  we  ask  for  the  clause  in  the  constitution  that 
authorizes  a  writ  of  error  to  be  prosecuted  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  supreme  court  of  a  State  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  The  judicial  power  of  tlie 
United  States  is  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  in  such 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain 
and  establish;  and  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  appellate 
jurisdiction,  and,  in  some  specified  cases,  shall  liave  origin 
,  nal  jurisdiction.    The  appellate  jurisdiction  refers  to  tSft 
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inferior  courts  estabtisbed  by  Convress,  and  not  the  infe- 
rior courts  of  the  States.     This  doctrine^  tf  successfully 
maintained,  would  prostrate  eveiy  Tcstig^  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  States.     Their  ability  to  keep  the  Genera] 
Government  in  tlie  proper  sphere  of  its  action  would  be 
taken  away,  and  the  State  Qoremments  left  at  the  mercy 
of  a  splendid  consolidated  Government.  This  singular  state 
of  things  would  existt  the  Government  intended  as  one  of 
linuted  specific  powers,  would  become  one  of  general  un- 
limited authority,  beyond  tlie  possibility  of  control.     The 
power  of  judging  of  its  own  authority,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  States,  assumed  and  maintained.    What  other  powers 
are  there  in  a  Government  which  has  any  pretensions  to 
sovereignty  ?   It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  all  Govern- 
ments are  subordinate,  and  that  they  are  only  made  sove- 
reign by  the  sovereign  will  of  those  by  whom  they  have 
been  eMablbhecL    In  this  point  of  view  the  General  Go- 
vernment is  subordinate  to  the  Statesf  it  is  subject  to  their 
will  and  discretion.  They  can  alter,  change,  or  modify  it. 
The  power  of  judging  of  the  General  Government^  in  a 
great  measure,^  belongs  to  the  State  Governments,  be- 
cause the  Government  was  formed  by  the  States  in  their 
sovereign  capacity.     It  is  true,  the  General  Government 
has  tlie  power  ofiudging  in  cert^n  matters  submitted  to 
it  by  the  forms  oi  the  constitution  of  the  United  States; 
andthtsjudgment  is  final  and  obligatory  on  the  indivi- 
duals concerned*     For  example^  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States  has  the  autliority  to  decide  whether  an  inditi'* 
dual  convicted  of  a  high  crime  by  the  judgment  of  a 
court,  should  be  pardoned  or  not.     Here  the  judgment  of 
the  president  sliould  be  final.     Congress  possesses  the 
authority  to  decide  whether  they  will  pass  a  certain  bill, 
and  the  President  possesses  the  power  of  putting  his  veto 
on  them  after  Congress  has  passed  them«    These  are  pro- 
per exercises  of  the  respective  authorities  granted  to  Con- 
gress, and  the  Executive  of  the  tJnion^  by  the  States. 
The  judiciary  of  the  United  States  has  the  authority  to 
decide  on  all  cases  submitted  to  it  under  the  express  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  aikl  by  the 
laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof.    The  decisions  are  final, 
and  cannot  be  disturbed,  because  they  are  made  under  a 
proper  exercise  of  delegated  powers.    But  suppose  these 
different  departments  were  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
exercise  of  authority  not  delegated  by  the  constitution  i 
where  then  is  the  rightful  remedy?    Who  is  to  judge  of 
the  infraction  of  the  constitution?  Those  who  have  violat- 
ed it?     Or  will  you  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  creating 
power,  and  let  them  decide  whether  the  constitution  has 
oeen  violated  or  not?    It  is  rare  tliat  a  case  of  this  charac- 
ter will  occur;  but  when  it  does»  it  is  pi'oper  that  the 
principle  should  be  applied*    In  the  State  Governments 
the  remedy  is  at  hanci,  and  the  people  are  secure  from 
any  injury  that  may  result  from  a  wanton  violation  of  the 
constitution,  by  tlieir  frequent  elections.     Besides,  the 
operations  of  the  Government  are  under  their  immediate 
control.     They  pass  judgment  instantly  on  tlie  acts  of 
their  representatives,  or  those  of  the  Executive,  or  tlie 
judiciary.    The  State  Governments  were  created  directly 
by  the  people,  and  all  violations  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
eiptes  of  the  Government  arc  submitted  to  their  decision  < 
Tne  General  Government  was  formed  by  the  States,  and 
should  be  subject  to  the  same  principles,  and  the  same 
ndes  of  interpretation.    Mr.  D.  said  that  no  Government 
nor  individual  could  be  sovereign,  without  the  power  of 
judging  and  determining  on  its  own  acts. 

In  relation  to  the  State  and  General  Governments,  each 
is  sovereign  and  independent  of  tlie  other{  but  not  so  in 
relation  to  the  creative  power.  It  is  a  solecism  in  politicS| 
to  maintain  that  a  Government  is  independent  of  the 
power  that  creates  it,  or  that  the  greatest  despot  on  earth 
is  independent  of  the  people.  To  them  Governments 
and  despots  owe  their  allegiance.  The  operations  of  the 
General  Government  are  so  fiir  removed  from  the  people. 


that  the  lessons  of  prudence  dictated  to  the  framen  of 
the  Constitution  the  importance  oS  limiting  its  action, 
while  they  retained  to  the  States  all  that  was  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  maintain  their  authority  and  independence^ 
In  the  estimation  of  the  States,  their  rights  were  not  sufj 
ficiently  secured.  Dissatisfaction  arose  on  this  subject 
among  the  peoplci  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed 
and  adopted,  which  were  the  result  of  this  dissatisfaction. 
Two  of^  them  bear  on  the  judiciary  net  Undfer  considera« 
tion.     They  are  as  follows; 

**  The  powers  not  delected  to  the  United  States  by  the 

<  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re^ 

•  served  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.*' 
**  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  slial!  not  be 

<  construed  to  extend  to  any  suit,  in  law  or  equity^  coni<' 

•  menced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  Stiites, 

•  or  by  a  citizen  or  subject  of  iLny  foreign  State."  These 
amendments  were  adopted  long  after  the  passage  of  the 
judiciary  act  of  1789^  and  show  very  clearly  that  tliey  had 
for  their  object  this  independence  of  the  States.  Tbe 
latter  amendment  appears^  from  the  journals  of  Congress 
and  tile  message  of  the  President,  to  have  been  fiiMlIy 
acted  upon  and  adopted  on  the  8th  of  Januar)*,  1798. 
These  amendments,  whatever  doubts  may  have  existed 
before,  must  settle  the  question  as  to  the  unconstitutionality 
of  the  35th  section  of  the  judiciary  act.  That  provision 
of  the  constitution  is  not  perceived,  which  authorized 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  permitting  a  writ  of  error  to  be 
prosecuted  from  the  State  courts  to  tiie  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  I  know,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  it  has  been 
drawn  from  that  part  of  the  constitution  which  declares 
that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  tlie  laws  made 
in  pursuance  thereof,  and  treaties  made  by  tlie  authority 
of  the  United  States,  shoidd  be  the  supreme  law  of  tbt 
land.  This^  he  said,  was  a  declaration  that  the  constitU' 
tion,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  should  be  sa< 
premej  and  the  courts  of  die  United  States,  and  also  the 
courts  of  the  States,  in  their  adjudications,  diould  so  con- 
sider tiiem;  but  that  it  confers  any  jurisdiction  on  tbe 
courts  not  previously  given,  is  positively  denied.  It  ii 
true  that  the  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
arising  under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stages,  &c. ;  but  this  can  only  be  understood  as  applying 
to  courts  which  were  to  be  organized  under  the  constitu- 
tion, and  not  to  the  tribunals  of  the  States.  Tbe  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  was  not  vested  by  the  con- 
stitution in  the  State  tribunals]  it  was  vested  in  one  su' 
preme  court,  and  in  such  inferior  coui-ts  as  Congress  may, 
from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish.  Did  Congress 
ordain  and  establish  the  supreme  courts  of  the  diHerent 
States?  Or  were  they,  by  an  act  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, made  inferior  courts?  or  could  they  be  io  made  by 
any  legislative  act  of  the  General  Government?  The  su* 
perio/'  court  of  a  State  is  ;is  much  supreme  as  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Each  acts  imlcpendcnt  of 
the  other;  each  has  its  limits  assigned;  and  the  one  can- 
not coerce  the  other  to  the  performance  of  its  duty.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  cannot  compel  the 
tribunals  of  a  State  to  respect  its  mandates.  The  su- 
preme court,  it  is  true,  may,  if  it  chooses,  refuse  to  per* 
mit  their  clerk  to  certify  their  record  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  A  writ  of  error  could  not 
then  be  prosecuted.  These  facts  show  how  entirely  fal- 
lacious is  the  idea  tliat  the  supreme  court  of  a  State  b 
inferior,  in  relation  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlic  Cuited 
States.  The  judges  of  a  State  are  as  competent  to  decide 
on  tlie  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  Unitcti  Slates, 
as  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
Those  who  do  not  admit  that  the  State  courts  possess  this 
qualification,  must  pay  a  poor  compliment  to  the  Stated 
and  the  intellect  of  their  judges,  when  they  yield  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  the  power  to  make  the  su- 
preme court  of  a  State  an  inferior  tribunal.    Tliis  excr- 
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dae  of  power»  if  authorized  by  the  constitution^  would  be 
highly  improper,  nnd  could  only  be  resorted  to  on  the 
supposition  that  the  judges  of  the  State  are  either  incom- 
petent or  corrupt. 

The  minority  of  tlie  committee  have  plated  it  on  the 
mund  tiiat  the  judges  of  a  State  are  Corrupt,  and,  there- 
fore, are  nOt  to  be  trusted.  They  say  tliat  a  State  might 
pass  laws  to  prevdnt  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  or  to 
seize  on  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States <  and 
that  the  courts  of  the  States  would  enforce  those  laws,  re- 
gardless of  the  oath  taken  to  support  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  In  that  constitution,  the  laws  and 
treaties  of  the  United  States  are  made  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land)  and  the  judge*  of  the  States  are  bound 
thereby.  Can  it  be  supposed  by  any  i-ational  man,  that 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  ever  contemplated  an  En- 
croachment on  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  such  as 
would  reduce  them  to  mere  petty  corporations,  or  to  per- 
petual inferiority,  annihilating  at  once  eveiy  vestige  of 
iheir  sovereignty  and  independence  f  It  is  the  opinion  of 
some  very  distinguished  men  and  jurists,  that  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have  no  au- 
thority to  declare  the  law  of  a  State  unconstitutional. 
This  duty  was  to  be  performed  by  the  State  tribunals^  and 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  ought  to  take  their  deci- 
sion as  evidence  of  what  the  statute  is,  and  its  effects.  If 
this  course  had  been  pursued,  no  collision  would  ever  have 
arisen  between  the  State  and  federal  authorities;  but  a 
different  practice  has  prevailed,  ami  collision  at>er  colli- 
sion has  been  the  result.  In  some  instances,  the  Federal 
Government,  the  harmony  of  the  country,  has  been  shak- 
en to  its  very  centre  by  these  collisions'.  Nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union  has  had  her  sovereignty  prostrated — 
has  been  brought  to  bend  beneath  the  feet  of  the  federal 
tribunal.  It  is  time  that  the  States  should  prepare  for  the 
worst,  and  protect  themselves  against  ^e  assaults  of  this 
gigantic  tribunal.  It  is  useless  to  disguise  the  fact.  Tlie 
national  tribunal,  mstained  and  supported  as  it  is,  stops  at 
nothing  to  obtain  power.  Its  jurisdiction  is  daily  increas- 
ing, and  will  continue  to  increase  till  the  tribunals  of  the 
States,  and  the  States  tliemselres,  shall  have  been  robbed 
of  all  their  original  jurisdiction.  Court<i,  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  coontries,  have  sought  to  enlarge  their  jurisdiction, 
and  have  succeeded  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  people 
liave  become  supine  and  careless  of  their  rights.  In  Eng- 
land, the  court  of  king^s  bench,  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  an'i  the  court  of  exchequer,  were  courts  of  limited 
jurisdiction;  but  they  assumed  one  power  after  another, 
and  at  last  became  courts  of  general  jurisdiction.  The 
same,  perhaps,  is  going  on  with  rcg^d  to  the  courts  of 
the  United  States^  and,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  would  venture  to 
predict  that  the  same  result  would  follow,  unless  Con- 
gress should  aid  in  frowning  down  their  usurpations; 
which,  he  thought,  from  recent  occurrences,  was  not 
likely  to  happen.  Opposition  to  the  report  is  placed  by 
the  minority  of  the  committee  on  another  ground,  equally 
flimsy  and  absurd.  Law  is  a  science,  and  he  who  is 
schooled  in  it  must,  in  his  construction,  cither  of  the  con- 
stitution, of  the  treaties,  or  of  the  statutes  of  the  United 
States,  come  to  the  same  conclusion.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  decisions  of  some  of  the  courts  may  differ,  either  from 
ignorance  or  neglect^  but  this  difference  is  not  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  system.  Under  the  25th  section,  the  de- 
cisions may  now  be  different:  for  example,  if  the  State 
court  sustain  the  law  of  the  United  States,  no  writ  of 
error  can  be  prosecuted;  but  if  it  should  decide  ag^Unst 
its  validity,  a  writ  of  error  may  be  prosecuted  to  reverse 
or  affirm  that  decision.  If  the  opinion  should  be  affirmed, 
no  uniformity  WiU  exist  in  the  courts.  Uniformity  does 
not  even  now  ejtist  in  tlie  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Where  suits  arc  brought  in  those  courts  by  citizens  of 
d  fl'crcnt  States,  and  where  the  validity  of  treaties,  laws, 
a:id  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  not  drawn  in 


question,  the  decisions  of  the  State  tribunals  are  adopted 
as  the  nde  of  decision  for  the  Supreme  Court  of^the 
United  States.  To  this  nilc  there  has  never  been  any 
complaint.  It  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  approved  by 
the  American  people.  The  fears  apprehended  by  the 
minority  vanish  at  the  touch.  The  jealousy  that  the 
States  may  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  collection  of  the  re- 
venue, is  idle  and  ridiculous.  Do  they  know  that  the 
Federal  Court  exercises  the  power  of  preventing  any  in- 
terference by  the  Stales  with  the  aflairs  that  properly 
belong  to  the  General  Government,  independent  of  the 
25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act ^  When  the  Legislature 
of  Kentucky  passed  a  law^  to  tax  the  Dank  of  the  United 
States,  an  injunction  was  granted  and  sustained  by  the 
Federal  Court  to  prevent  its  operation,  and  the  law  de- 
clared null  and  void.  If  the  Legislature  of  any  of  the 
States  8lK>uld  pass  a  law  to  punish  an  individual  who  takes 
up'in  himself  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  courts 
wouldj  on  application,  declare  the  law  a  nullity.  This 
power,  although  exercised  by  the  court,  Mr.  D.  Siiid,  was, 
in  his  judgment,  a  violation  of  the  11th  amendment  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Unitet?  States.  But  this  exercise  of 
power  is  not  so  alarming  as  the  exercise  of  power  by  vir- 
tue of  the  25th  section,  because  it  strikes  directly  at  the 
root  of  State  sovereignty,  and  levels  it  with  the  dust.  The 
repeal  of  this  section^  however,  was  scarcely  dt^termined 
on  by  the  committee,  before  the  majority  was  assailed  in 
all  the  forms  of  newspaper  slang  and  virulence  by  the  ffros- 
tituted  tools  of  the  old  federal  party.  The  writing  editor 
of  the  National  Journal-— the  putrid  offal  of  Piccadilly- 
casts  his  mite  of  nauseous  verbiage  into  the  common 
reservoir  of  slander.  Mr.  D.  said  he  knew  but  little  of 
the  private  history  of  this  individual,  nor  was  it  neces- 
sary in  order  to  lead  to  a  just  estimate  of  his  character. 
His  appearance  is  sufficient  to  condemn  him.  His  face 
would  accuse  and  convict  him  of  the  most  infamou'^s  crime 
in  the  calendar,  which  involved  only  the  meaner  and  more 
grovelling  passions  of  its  committal.  Even  while  he  is 
moving  about,  he  is  constantly  casting  about  him  a  quick 
sinister  glance  of  the  eye,  as  if  in  expectation  every  mo- 
ment ofHbeing  arrested  by  the  high  constable  of  London, 
to  make  atonement  for  some  felonious  or  burglsrious  of- 
fence, tlmt  required  not  the  exercise  of  manly  courage, 
but  cunning  and  dexterity.  Another  worthy  editor  of 
Virginia,  distinguished  only  for  the  infamous  notoriety  of 
hia  crimes,  through  every  stage  of  his  existence,  from  the 
puling  days  of  his  boyhood  down  to  tlie  present  time*  has 
also  made  an  attack  upon  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
and  particularly  on  the  individual  who  now  addres&es  the 
Chair.  To  such  worthy  associates  I  will  only  say,  *<  a  vil- 
lain's censure  is  extorted  praise."  All  the  opposition  to 
the  repeal  comes  from  a  source  wl)ei*c  it  miglit  be  ex- 
pectedf.  It  is  of  tlie  some  family  as  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws.  In  order  to  render  the  measure  odious  or  disrepu- 
table, it  is  designated  nullification  by  some,  and  disunion 
by  others.  It  is  true,  there  is  something  in  names;  they 
liave  some  influence  on  the  public  mind.  The  term  fede- 
ralist was  harmless  in  its  origin,  but,  from  a  variety  of  cir« 
cumstances,  which  are  not  necessary  to  be  related  here, 
it  became  exceedingly  odious  to  the  people;  and  the  party 
to  which  it  was  attached  has  of  late  been  endeavoring  to 
get  rid  of  it  as  a  cognomen  likely  to  prove  injurious  to  the 
success  of  their  political  aspirations.  They  have  been 
exerting  their  ingenuity  in  order  to  baiter  it  off  for  a  new 
name— national  republican.  Nullification  has  been  at- 
tached to  the  South,  because  certain  pol  ticians  believe 
they  can  deceive  the  people  by  the  use  of  the  term.  Those 
who  believe  so,  calculate  too  largely  on  the  ignorance  of 
the  public,  ^"he  people  of  this  country  are  too  inteliigc^it 
to  be  led  off  by  such  a  shallow  artifice.  They  are  not  to 
be  alarmed  by  a  raw-head  and  bloody-bones  conjured  up 
by  those  who  have  been  at  all  times  the  enemies  of  equal 
popular  riglit«.  I1iey  will  inqu'u'e  who  these  nullif.crs  are. 
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and  what  part  they  bore  in  the  darkest  and  most  trving* 
period  of  our  historj'.  They  will  ask,  where  were  these 
nulliiiers  dunng  the  late  war,  when  a  forei^  eneroy  pol- 
luted our  shores,  and  threatened  the  liberties  of  our  coun- 
try? Did  they  contribute  men  or  money  to  sustain  us  in 
our  deep  distress,  to  meet  the  wants  of  an  empty  treasury 
and  destitntc  army;  to  repel  the  pampered  myrmidons  of 
a  haughty  foei  to  mitigate  the  calamities  of  a  relentless 
war,  and  to  bring  the  contest  to  a  happy  and  glorious  ter- 
minatton?  They  must  know  the  object  of  the  nuUifiei-s 
before  tliey  can  sympathize  with  those  who  have  a  com- 
mon interest  in  decrying  them.  Their  object  is  to  pre- 
serve the  Union,  and  save  the  constitution  at  its  last  gasp. 
If  tlicy  acted  the  part  of  patriots  during  the  late  war, 
when  actions  spoke  devotion  to  liberty  and  the  Union 
louder  than  words;  if  tlicy  have  always  susLiincd  the  prin- 
ciples of  republicanism,  and  ai'e  now  sustaining  them  in 
their  purity,  surely  such  men  are  not  to  be  sacrificed,  to 
gratify  the  indomitable  ambition  of  weak,  but  cunning  in- 
triguers, who  have  no  claims  to  the  distinction  after  which 
they  aspired,  but  an  acknowledged  capacity  to  plan  and 
execute  all  the  petty  device's-  of  political  managements 
Sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  the  South  h:is  always  been  the  defender 
of  our  country  in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger;  the  firm 
advocate  and  supporter  of  the  constitution  and  the  union 
of  the  States.  The  complaint  urged  against  that  patriotic 
State,  (South  Carolina.)  by  designing  politicians,  is,  tliat 
her  constituted  authorities  believe  that  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  have  been  transcended  by  Congress, 
and  that  their  only  relief  is  to-be  found  in  a  direct  appeal 
to  the  people  of  their  own  State  in  convention.  In  a  mea- 
sure of  this  character  there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehrnd- 
exl,  because  the  people  have  to  settle  the  question  whe- 
ther there  has  been  a  palpable,  dehberatc,  and  dangerous 
exercise  of  power  by  the  General  Government.  Tiic  so- 
lemn manner  in  which  this  subject  is  to  be  tested,  the  time 
given  for  ample  investigation,  are  sure  guaranties  tl).it  the 
expressed  constitutional  rights  of  the  General  Government 
will  be  properly  appreciated.  The  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple are  always  more  secure  in  the  hands  of  those  politi- 
cians who  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  doubtful  authority, 
than  with  those  who  estimate  tlieir  own  judgment  as  supe- 
rior to  their  con«itituents,  and,  when  the  chain  of  legitimate 
power  is  stre'ched  to  its  utmost,  hesitate  not  to  break  a 
link,  if  necessary,  to  accomplish  the  ends  of  unclnistcncd 
ambition.  Hence  the  propriety  of  a  full  discussion  and 
consultation  by  the  people  and  their  agents,  before  tlicy 
proceed  to  decide  on  this  very  delicate  and  important 
question.  The  individtial  who  may  liave  formed  an  er- 
roneous opinion  in  relation  to  the  reserved  powers  of  the 
States  or  the  people,  can  never  be  a  proper  subject  of 
popular  censure,  if  the  opinion  so  formed  be  favorable  to 
the  riglUs  of  the  people.  TJie  agents,  doubtful  of  their 
autltority,  appc«il  to  the  principals  who  are  must  interest- 
ed, and  :isk  them  to  settle  the  doubtful  point.  Who,  1 
would  ask,  s:iid  Mr.  I).,  is  better  qualified?  The  Govern- 
ment is  their  own  property,  formed  by  their  own'iiands, 
created  for  their  own  use  and  convenience,  and  not  to 
gratify  the  selfish  craving*  for  power  and  patronage  of 
those  who  rhav  be  called  to  administer  its  functions.  The 
people  have  a  right  to  dispose  of  this  Government  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  the  constitution.  This  is  a  posi- 
tion so  clear  that  it  cannot  be  denied.  It  then  follows  as 
a  necessary  consequence  that  tlie  States  have  a  right  to 
judi^e  of  its  operations,  and  to  apply  a  remedy  whenever 
it  may  appear  to  them  tiiat  their  agents  have  transcended 
the  limits  of  the  constitution.  The  beauty  and  harmony 
of  our  Gfivernment  consists  mainly  in  its  operation,  wiien 
that  operation  is  not  interrupted  by  collision  with  the  I 
Slate  Governments.  To  prevent  this  evil,  a  proper  re- 
spect must  be  paid  to  each.  The  one  would  then  control 
the  other,  while  each  would  control  itself.  Of  this  opi- 
n'oa  was  Mr.  Ilamiltoi,  who,  in  one  of  Uic  numbci>s  of  the 


Federalist,  says,  '<  that  in  a  single  republic,  all  the  poveit 
surrendered  by  the  people  are  submitted  to  theadminifctn^ 
tion  of  a  smgle  Government;  and  usurpations  are  guarded 
against  by  a  division  of  the  Government  into  districts  and 
separate  departments.  In  ^e  compound  republic  of  Ame- 
rica, the  power  surrendered  by  the  people  is  first  divided 
between  two  distinct  Oovemmenta,  and  then  tlie  position 
allotted  to  each  is  subdivided  among  districts  and  separtte 
departments.  Hence  a  double  security  to  the  ri^lito  of 
the  people:  the  different  Governments  will  control  eadi 
other,  at  the  same  time  each  will  be  controlled  by  itself.'^ 
In  this  article  it  is  clearly  seen  that  the  State  Goremmdits 
were  not  considered  as  subordinate  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment, though  the  different  departments  of  each  had 
a  portion  of  counter  controlling  power.  The  courts  of 
the  State  Governments  hare  autliority  to  decide  on  the 
laws,  treaties,  and  constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  federal  courts  in  turn  Iiave  an  equal  power  to  adjudi* 
cate  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  United  States.  Take 
from  the  States  this  privilege,  and  you  destroy  tliat  red* 
procal  action,  that  principle  asserted  in  the  Federalist 
Sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  we  have  fallen  on  evil  times;  the  ^ood 
old  republican  doctiine  of  ^98  is  openly  repudiated  and 
discarded  by  many  niio  once  figured  on  the  thatreof 
democracy.  He  [Ur.  D.]  cemcrobcred,  that,  after  Ur< 
Clay  had  voted  for  the  compensation  law,  so  calletl,  an 
excitement  arose  in  his  district  agains;  that  measure.  The 
opponent  of  Mr.  Clay  for  a  seat  in  the  National  Legislature, 
although  at  tliat  time  not  a  &Torite  with  the  people,  yet 
he  was  likely  to  outstrip  Mr.  Clay  in  the  canvass.  Inor* 
der  to  counteract,  or  rather  counterbalance,  the  popular 
odium  which  this  compensation  law  bad  excited,  one  of 
tlie  fticnds  of  Mr.  Clay  publisited  a  handbill,  cbargia|f 
his  opponent  with  having  voted  against  the  famous  re^* 
lutioiis  of  '98,  declaring  the  <*  alien  arid  sedition  laWun* 
constitutional,  and  asserting  the  absolute  right  of  the  Statei 
to  judge  of  their  constitutionality.  Dunng  tins  auinated 
contest,  these  resolutions  were  made  the  test  between  fe* 
deralist  ami  republican  i  or,  in  other  words,  between  tlwie 
who  would  retain,  and  exercise  by  the  people  and  by  the 
States,  those  powers  not  expressly  granted  by  the  consbr 
tutioii,  and  those  who  were  disposed  to  yield  up  all  to  the 
decision  of  one  g^nd  consolidated  Government,  wielding 
the  power  and  patronage  of  all,  and  tending  to  tyranny 
and  despotism.  These  resolutions  went  as  far,  if  not  to- 
ther,  in  l.miting  the  action  of  the  Government,  than  the 
leading  politicians  of  South  Carolina.  The  President  h^ 
self  has  not  stopped  short  of  that  doctrine.  Uc  has  said* 
in  language  not  to  be  misapprehended,  to  the  Cherokee 
Indians,  that  the  State  of  Georgia  had  a  riglit  to  extend 
her  laws  over  them,  the  intercoui-se  law  of  Congress  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Sir,  said  Mr.  D-i  1  njj^ 
heartily  coincide  with  the  President  in  this  decision,  and  I 
am  proud  to  be  sustained  by  such  eminent  authority.  K 
is  true,  we  may  cUfl'er  about  the  mode  of  accompl  sh'"? 
the  same  object.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  an  act  of  Con* 
gross  believed  to  be  unconstitutional,  the  Legislature  ol 
Georgia  passes  an  act  extending  her  authority  over  the 
Indians  within  her  limits;  and  tlie  President  tells  the  In- 
dians that  they  must  submit  to  its  operation,  all  treaties  or 
bargains  to  the  contrary.  This  covers  every  principle 
contended  for  by  the  patriotic  citizens  of  South  Carohna? 
by  this,  an  act  of  Congress,  to  use  a  common  phr»sf»  *> 
nullified.  In  1798,  the  pure  days  of  democracy,  the  Sl^ 
of  Kentucky  was  in  favor  of  nullifying  the  alien  and  seor 
tion  laws.  The  resolutions  passed  on  this  subject  nxt 
couched  in  plain  language;  they  are  said  to  have  proceed- 
ed from  the  pen  of  Thomas  Jeffei-non,  tiie  sageof  Mim>«- 
cello,  himself;  let  tiiem  speak  for  tliemselves.  ^"  |"f* 
resolutions,  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  declare  *'tJi» 
the  Government  created  by  the  compact  was  not  made  tw 
exclusive  or  final  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  ddc 
gated  to  itself  since  that  would  have  made  its  diKfctioHr 
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and  not  the  constitution,  the  measure  of  ita  powers;  but 
that,  as  in  all  other  cases  of  compact,  havinj^  no  common 
judge,  each  party  has  an  equal  rig^ht  to  judge  for  itself, 
as  well  of  infractions,  as  of  the  mode  and  manner  of  re- 
dress." 

This  subject  was  re-examined  in  1790,  and  the  resoUi- 
tions  preriously  adopted  were  re-aflirmed;  and  it  was 
then  declared,  that,  **  if  those- who  administered  the  Ge- 
neral Government  should  be  permitted  to  transgress  tlie 
limits  fixed  by  the  compact,  by  a  total  disregard  of  the 
special  delegations  bf  power  therein  contained,  an  anni- 
hilation of  the  State  authorities,  and  the  erection,  on  their 
ruins,  of  a  general,  consolidated  Government,  would  be 
the  inevitable  consequence.  That,  by  the  principles  of 
construction  contended  for  by  several  of  the  State  Legis- 
latures, tlie  General  Government  is  the  exclusive,  judgre  of 
the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  it}  stop  nothing  short 
of  the  despotism;  since  the  discretion  of  those  who  ad- 
minister the  Government,  and  not  the  constitution,  would 
be  the  measure  of  their  powers."  "Tljat  the  several  States 
w^hich  formed  that  instrument,  being  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent, have  the  unquestionable  right  to  judge />f  its 
construction;  and  that  the  nullification,  by  these  sovereign- 
ties, of  all  unauthorized  acts  done  under  color  of  that  in- 
strument, is  the  right  reme<ly." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  Virginia  responded  to  those  resolu- 
tions, and  the  doctrines  which,  they  contain  were  re-assert- 
ed in  an  able  report,  which  has  ever  since  been  the  text- 
book of  the  republican  party.    If  South  Carolina  has  acted 
in  any  manner,  on  the  subject  of  State  authority,  so  as  to 
incur  the   displeasure  of  Virginia  or  Kentucky,  the  of- 
fence evidently  proceeds,  said  Mr.  D.,  from  the  example 
aet  by  these  States.     The  issues  of  the  controversy  in  that 
State,  even  admit  that  they  have  gt)ne  fuKher  than  the 
Kentttcky  resolutions,  prove  that  no  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended when  a  subject  is  openly  investigated  before  the 
people.     The  principles  of  this  Government  are  never  in 
da-ngrer  from  an  open,  bold,  and  manly  assertion  of  the 
rights  either  of  the  States  or  of  the  people.     If  ever  this 
Government  is  subverted,  it  will  be  by  mdirect,  insidious 
approaches,  by  secret  conclaves,  and  treacherous  machi- 
nations.    The  people  of  the  South  are  too  high-minded, 
chivalrotts,  and  patriotic,  to  attempt  any  act  which  they 
may  conceive  their  duty  imposes  on  them,  in  secret,  or 
under  Uie  cover  of  the  shades  of  ni^ht.     What  they  do,  is 
done  in  tlie  face  of  day.    In  all  their  public  meetings  they 
resolve  that  they  arc  steadfastly  attached  to  tl\^  Union; 
and  their  efforts  are  bent  towards  its  preservation.     It  is 
a  source  of  some  amusement  to  hear  the  old  federalists 
and  Hartford  convention  m^n,  with  the  parrot  ciy  of  dis- 
union and  nullification  on  their  lips.    They  appeur  to  have 
entirely  forgotten  the  Hartford  convention.     In  this  me- 
morable convocation,  the  seeds  of  treason  and  disunion 
were  fi*eely  sown;  and  the  time  and  manner  selected  for 
the  occasion  were  congenial  to  a  fruitful  harvest.     Their 
plots  were  all  laid  in  private,  with  closed  doors,  and  secre- 
cy enjoined  under  tlie  sacred  obligations  of  an  oath.   One 
of  these  resolutions  shows  the  character  of  the  assembly, 
though  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  most  odious  part  of 
their  proceedings  has  never  yet  been  permitted  to  see  the 
li^it.     The  resolution  to  which  he  alluded  wa<)  couched 
in  the  following  words:  "  The  most  inviolable  secrecy 
shall  be  observed  by  each  member  of  the  convention,  in- 
cluding the  secretary,  as  to  all  propositions,  debates,  and 
proceedings  thereof,  until  this  injunction  shall  be  8u:ipend- 
ed  or  altered."    It  is  from  proceedings  of  this  character 
that  dangpr  is  to  be  apprehended;  and  they  are  no-.v  men- 
tioned, to  show  the  reckless  expedients  to  wliich  some 
politicians   will  resort  in  oi-der  to  obtain  power.     The 
jndiciary  of  the  Union,  with  tliat  same  reckless  purpose, 
luis  g^iven  decision  after  decision,  declaring  the  laws  bf  the 
Stutes  unconstitutional  and  void..     Not  a  single  State,  he 
believed,  had  escaped  the  nullifying  spirit  of  th:s  tribunal. 


Kentucky  has  been  made  a  victim  by  the  prostration  of  her 
occupant  laws.  Under  the  25th  section,  writs  of  error 
are  now  prosecuted  from  the  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  with  tJie  view  again  to 
test  the  validity  of  these  claims';  and  not  only  to  vacate  the 
law,  but  to  vacate  the  decision  of  Uie  court.  To  avoid 
consequences  so  injurious  and  even  destructive  of  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  the  courts,  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee submitted  the  report  now  asked  to  be  printed. 

&lr.  D.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  he  was  in  favor  of  nul- 
lification, so  far  as  to  remonstrate,  either  in  convention,  or 
by  the  State  Legislature,  against  any  act  of  usurpation, 
either  by  the  Genenil  or  State  Governments.  To  an  im- 
partial people,  seeking  their  own  happiness  in  the  man- 
ner which,  to  them,  seems  most  suitable,  matters  of  this 
character  sliouldat  all  times  be  submitted  in  an  unso- 
phisticated, unprejudiced,  authentic  shape.  This  cannot 
be  better  done  than  by  the  mode  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, lie  declares  that  •*  it  is  a  fatal  heresy  to  suppose 
that  either  our  State  Governments  arc  inferior  to  the  Fe- 
deral, or  the  Federal  to  the  State  a  neither  is  authorized 
literally  to  decide  what  belongs  to  itself,  or  to  its  copartner 
in  government.  In  difiPei-ences  of  opinion  between  their 
different  sets  of  public  servants,  the  appeal  is  to  neither,  but 
to  their  employers,  peaceably  assembled  in  convention." 
The  doctrine,,  that  the  States  are  inferior  to  the  General 
Government,  l^Ir.  D.  said,  he  could  not  subscribe  to.  He 
had  always  acted  witli  the  republican  party — his  constitu- 
ents were  republicans  of  the  school  of  '98,  of  the  Jeffer- 
sonian  Mamp,  and  they  knew  how  to  appreciate  those 
principles,  and  to  estimate  the  motives  of  honest,  fearless, 
patriotic  men. 

To  the  House,  Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  under  obligations 
for  the  indulgence  they  had  extended  to  him;  and,  in  re- 
turn, offered  them  his  thanks  for  the  favor  and  attention 
tliey  had  bestowed. 

[That  portion  of  the  hour  allotted  for  the  consideration ' 
of  resolutions,  which  was  given  to  this  subject  each  mom« 
ing,  obliged  Mr.  Danikl  to  deliver   the  preceding  re- 
niarks  in  detached  portions,  on  several  different  days,  but 
his  speech  is  given  here  entire.] 

DEFAULTERS. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  laid  on  tlic  table  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

JiesolveJf  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  anfount  of 
each  defalcation,  and  th<;^  names  of  the  defaulters;  the 
names  and  amount  of  eac^  peculation  upon  the  treasury, 
or  fraudulent  use  of  the  public  money  by  individuals  in 
the  employment  of  the  Government;  and  the  names  of  the 
person  or  persons  concerned  therein;  the  instances  in 
which  the  public  money  has  been  misapplied  or  diverted 
from  the  objects  for  which  it  was  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress; and,  also,  the  amount  of  improper  allowances  to 
officers,  agents,  or  others,  in  the  public  employment, 
made  by  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Government;  the 
amount  thereof,  and  to  whom  allowed,  since  the  3d  day 
of  March,  1825. 

LAND  OFFICES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  establish  a  land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  the 
amendment  of  tjte  Senate  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  an  additional  land  office  in  the  State  of  Indiaim  being 
under  consideration. 

Ml*.  WICKLIFFE  submitted  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  part  of  the  Senate's  amendment,  and  to  provide  for 
attaching  the  lands  in  Indiana  proposed  to  be  formed  in- 
to, a  new  land  di^itrict  to  the  Fort  Wayne  district.  The 
motion  to  strike  out  was  declared  to  be  not  in  order.    - 

After  a  fiw  remarks  by  Mcasi's.  1UVIN%  of  Ohio,  and 
HINT, 
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Mr.  WICKLIFFE  submitted  the  following  amendment: 
«  That  all  the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  extin- 
guished, lying*  in  thai  part  of  the  State  of  Indiana  which 
is  east  of  the  Lake  Michigan,  bordering  upon  the  northern 
line  of  said  State,  and  not  attached  to  any  land  district, 
•hall  be,  and  is  hereby,  attached  to  the  Fort  Wayne  dis- 
trict." 

This  amendment,  after  some  discussion  between  Messrs. 
WICKLIFFE,  DUNCAN,  JENNINGS,  TEST,  and  VIN- 
TON, was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  returned 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

MINISTER  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
general  appropriation  bill — ^the  question  being  on  the 
proviso  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  Pearcb,  and  which 
w;i8  accepted  by  Mr.  Staxhsht  as  a  modification  of  his 
motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for  the  s^laty  of  the 
minister  to  Russia. 

Mr.  IIUNIINGTON  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pxarcx: 

Strike'out  all  after  the  word  «*  time,"  and  insert  the 
following:  [so  that  it  would  Tead,  <<  Provided  that  the 
time'*] 

*<  Shall  be  deducted,  in  ooroputing  the  salary  or  yearly 
compensation  of  any  minister,  during  which  he  shall  have 
absented  himsell'from  the  coimtry,  by  the  Government  of 
which  he  shall  have  been  received,  for  objects  not  con- 
nected with  the  public  service,  and  in  pursuance  of  per- 
mission so  to  absent  himself,  given  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  his  mission,  ftiia  in  anticipation  that  such 
absence  would  be  necessary." 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  said  a  few  words  in  favor  of  bis 
amendment. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  of  Virginia,  next  rose.  Hte  said  he 
would  make  the  most  substantial  acknowledgment  in  his 
power  for  the  courtesy  extended  to  him  the  preceding 
evening,  by  the  utmost  compression  of  what  he  had  to  oN 
fer.  His  peculiar  excuse  for  offering  any  thing  at  this 
stage  of  the  disqussion,  the  House  would  not  forget.  This 
debate  had  the  public  for  its  mark,  not  tlie  \louse.  The 
missiles  were  forged  and  imbued  with  their  v^nom  here; 
but  the  House  was  only  the  medium  to  scatter  them 
through  the  nation.  The  attack  had  been  vehement  on 
the  Executive  for  the  supposed  abuse  of  one  of  its  proper 
functions,  it  was  due  to  justice  that  the  case  should  be 
put  on  fair  grounds;  and  if  anything  had  been  omitted, 
ur  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  omitted,  in  this  respect, 
Mr.  A.  said  that  he  felt  (from  his  position  in  the  House) 
that  he  was  placed  in  some  degree  of  commitment  to  sup- 
ply it.  In  his  mode  of  discharging  this  ofiiee,  he  should 
probably  meet  exactly  the  views  of  the  party  or  person. 
On  the  pretensions  of  Mr.  Randolph,  so  much  discussed, 
he  should  not  add  a  word,  nor  a  word  of  extenuation  of 
the  appointment.  His  object  would  be  to  prove  that, 
whatever  the  defect  of  the  one,  or  demerit  of  the  other, 
the  motion,  in  any  of  its  forms,  ought  not  to  be  sustained. 
Least  of  all,  Mr.  A.  said,  had  he  any  design  to  mix  in  this 
conflict  of  asperity,  which  had  made  so  large  a  part  of  the 
debate.  lie  should  be  restrained  by  taste  as  well  as  for- 
mer proPessions,  from  doing  so.  A  large  toleration  was 
due  to  the  exacerbations  of  party,  and  even  personal  con- 
tention in  this  House;  but  it  appeared  to  him  [Mr.  A,] 
that  there  were  extremes,  which  the  credit  of  party  re- 
quired shouI<l  be  repressed.  Whether  an  example  had 
been  afforded  in  the  present  instance,  he  should  leave  to 
others  to  pronounce,  under  bis  pledge  to  abstain  from  all 
participation  of  asperity. 

The  original  motion  proposed  withholding  the  entire 
appropriation  for  the  mission  to  Russia,  as  even  expres- 
sive of  dissatisfaction  with  the  recent  appointment  of  a 
minister.  But  the  minister  having  accepted  and  gone  out 
under  his  appointment,  entitled  by  law  to  outfit,  and  sa- 


lary to  the  legal  termination  of  the  mission.'these  cmild 
not  be  divested  by  our  v<Jtc  or  action  in  any  form.  True, 
it  happened  that  in  this  case  the  outfit  has' not  been  paid. 
A  contract  to  pay  was  not  of  the  less  obfigation.  ir  paid, 
it  would  not  be  pretended  that  the  disbursement  could 
have  been  reclaimable,  as  made  without  authority.  Thus, 
as  regarded  the  prospective  operation  of  the  motion,  no 
form  could  be  given  to  it«  to  cut  off  the  obnoxious  minii- 
ter,  which  would  not  at  the  same  time  cut  off  the  entite 
mission — a  restdt  wbich  no  one  desired,  every  person  pro- 
fessed to  deprecate.  The  error  of  gentlemen  was  in  sup- 
posing that  these  effects  could  be  separated.  Give  the 
motion  any  modification,  yet  tbis  purpose  could  not  be 
accomplished.  We  had  to  appropriate,  or  refuse,  or  re- 
duce, or  regulate  the  mode  and  forms  of  disbursement  of 
the  appropriation.  Still  we  cmdd  not  fr^me  one  jiprant  in 
any  way,  to  speak  our  disapprobation  of  the  minister, 
without  operation  on  the  mission.  Any  denial,  any  re- 
trenchment of  allowances,  must  affect  the  successor, 
(supposing  the  knowledge  of  dissatisfaction  to  induce  a 
new  appomtment,)  no  less  than  tlie  incumbent.  These 
gentlemen  were  carried  beyond  the  mark  they  admitted 
to  be  proper  by  the  motion.  The  amendments  (in  either 
form)  were  open  to  stronger  objection  and  reprehens'on; 
stHl  each  of  those  proposed  a  proportionate  hmitationon 
the  compensation,  m  the  event  of  absence  of  the  minister 
from  his  post.  This  would  be  planting  in  the  statute  book 
a  stigma  not  confined  to  the  obnoxious  person,  expres- 
sive  of  a  distrust  of  common  and  decent  fidcFity  in  our  di- 
plomatic agents  of  every  grade,  which,  surely,  even  pirtr 
excitement  would  cease  to  regard  with  disapproral  and 
regret. 

The  grounds  of  the  motion  were  the  unfitness  of  tie 
late  appointment,  and  the  permiss:on  of  absence  from  his 
post,  of  which  the  minister  had  availed  himself.  Were 
these  groundis  in  any  view  adequate  >  Into  the  fact  of  un- 
fitness, Mr.  A.  did  not  mean  to  inquire.  Let  it  be  assuffi* 
ed.  Was  it  a  warrant  for  the  motion?  The  gentleman 
from  RlKxle  Island  [Mr.  Brnozs]  bad  put  it  to  his  [Mr.  A.'i] 
candor  to  say  whether  it  had  not  been  \isual  to  stir  debate 
of  this  character  in  this  House.  The  inference  was,  that 
there  was  nothing  improper  in  stirring  this.  He  [Mr.  A.] 
had  neither  said  nor  supposed  that  there  was.  Undoubt- 
edly it  was  botli  competent  and  proper,  in  this  House,  to 
have  inquiry,  or  raise  debate,  on  any  or  every  subject 
connected  with  national  interest  Wherever  it^nw  conv 
petent  to  make  inquiries  and  debate,  opinion,  formal  as 
well  as  informal,  might  be  expressed.  But  it  did  not  fol- 
low that  there  might  be  action,  and  in  any  form,  at  plea- 
sure, ensuring  this  opinion.  The  propriety  of  entertain- 
ment of  a  motion,  or  of  debate  on  it,  was  a  very  difFerent 
ciuestion  from  that  of  its  adoption.  If  it  were  conceived 
that  a  disregard  of  public  interest  had  been  evinced,  either 
4n  the  appointment  of  the  minister  to  Russia,  or  in  ti« 
conduct  in  his  mission,  nothing  could  be  more  unquM- 
tionably  proper  than  the  expression  of  this  sentiment  m 
any  mode  which  the  forms  or  the  House  would  admit  u 
the  proposition  were  to  go  further  than  the  expression  of 
opinion,  other  questions  must  be  presented,  respecting 
the  competence  of  action,  the  propriety,  supposing  » 
competent,  and  the  force  of  it,  supposing  it  proper.  « 
would  not  be  contested  tliat  the  selection  of  diplorwliC 
functionaries,  belonging  tojthe  office  of  the  Exccutrc, 
would  not  be  competent  or  proper  to  intrude  on  th:« 
function.  If,  in  any  instance,  the  House  should  use  the 
instrumentality  of  one  of  its  proper  functions  for  »icn  » 
purpose,  this  would  be  an  abuse.  This  proposition  wooW 
not  be  contested.  Suppose,  then,  the  adoption  of  «ie 
present  resolution  was  to  have  the  desired  effect  of  pro* 
ducingthe  supercession  of  Mr.  Randolph,  wwildthisbea 

r;atjon' 


legitimate  exercise  of  our  authority  over  appropraw" 
If  it  woidd,  upon  the  best  founded  grotuids  ?'/l^»PP!?I*^j 
we  might  force  the  dismis&on  of  this  minister.    "  "• 
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was  to  obstruct  the  employiiieni  of  the  tame  means  fcff 
tccompliahinfi^  the  same  purpose  in  every  case  of  diversi- 
tr  of  opinion  Irom  tlie  Executivei    And,  if  this  might  be 
done,  what  became  of  the  substantial  and  real,  though  not 
nominal,  office,  of  "appointing  ambassadors,  other  pub- 
lie  ministers,  and  consuls?''    Would  it  belong  to  the  Exe- 
cutive, to  which  it  had  been  confided  by  the  constitution 
express]y».or  to  the  House,  from  which  ithadbeen  withheld? 
The  question  on  this  part  of  the  sul^ect  went  beyond 
the  point  of  the  House,  exerting  an  inmrect  control  over 
the  appointment  of  minbters.     It  might  be  pushed  to  the 
point  whither  the  control  might  be  exerted  even  over 
the  missions  themselves.   It  might  be  said  that  the  right, 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  and  Senate,  to  depute  di- 
plomatic ag^nts^  gave  an  exclusive  discretion  as  regarded 
the  whole  subject  of  the  fitness  of  missions^  as  well  as 
nunisters,  and  that  the  House  was  bound  to  give  effect  to 
this  discretion  when  the  exercise  of  its  power  of  appro- 
priation was  demanded  for  the  purpose.     Without  in- 
tending, Mr.  A.  said,  to  intimate  ^ny  concurrence  of  his 
own  opinion  with  this  doctrine,  be  must  be  permitted  to 
observe,  that  it  stood  on  stron^^r  ground  in  this  than  tlie 
related  case  of  ^eaties,  in  which  it  had  been  the  subject 
of  so  much  debate  at  different  times.     It  had  heen  held 
by  a  very  larg^  class  of  our  politicians,  that  as  the  treaty- 
making  power  rested  with  the  Executive  and  Senate,  the 
obligation  to  give  effect  to  the  clearly  expressed  admitted 
functions  of  Sie  other  departments  forbade  the  denial  of 
appropriations  for  the  execution  of  treaty  stipulations. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  subjects  on  which  the  provisions 
of  treaties  could  be  made  to  operate,  beloDg[ing,  in  nearly 
the  whole  mass  of  cases,  to  the  concurrent  jurisdiction  of 
Congress  generally,  with  the  treaty-makmg  power,  it 
might  with  reason  be  contended  that  the  ouscretion  of 
Congress,  though  controlled,  was  not  extinguished  by  the 
exercise  of  the  correlative  authority  by  the  President  and 
Senate.     But,  in  the  present  case,  of  the  power  of  the 
Executive  and  Senate  to  send  missions,  there  was  no  pre- 
tence of  a  concurrence  of  jurisdiction,  from  which  the  in- 
ference of  a  right  to  exercise  a  check  on  this  function  could 
be  assumed.     The  case,  therefore,  Mr.  A.  repeated,  was 
stronger  in  favor  of  the  doctrine  that  the  House  was  ex- 
cluded from  discretion  as  regarded  the  denial  of  appro- 
priations in  this  case  of  missions,  than  in  the  case  of  trea- 
ties.    He  did  not  mean  to  profess  his  concurrence  with 
the  doctrine  in  either  case.    He  believed,  however,  that, 
in  either  case,  the  abuse  of  discretion  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive  and  Senate  should  be  extreme,  to  authorize 
the  interposal  of  our  restraining  and  protective  jurisdic- 
tion.    That  we  were  competent  to  the  exertion  of  such 
an  office,  he  did  not  doubt.    But  that  its  proper  and  le- 
gitimate character  was  protective  only,  and  that  any  ex- 
tension beyond  this  character  would  be  an  abuse,  was  as 
Uttle  to  be  doubted.     The  protective  authority,  too,  waa 
over  the  mission.    It  could  not  be  legitimately  pushed  to 
a  surveillance  on  the  President  and  Senate,  as  regarded 
ti%e  fitness  of  their  selections;  unless,  indeed,  the  abuse 
of  their  discretion,  in  this  respect,  was  so  flagrant  or  con- 
tinued as  to  bring  the  case  within  the  operation  of  the 
principle  stated,  and  to  justify  the  putting  down  the  mis- 
aion  itself,  as  rendered  mischievous  or  j3>ortive.    Then 
the  rig^htful  control  over  the  mission— over  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  relations  in  which  the  appointment  of  the 
minister  was  founded,  might  produce  the  annulment  of 
the  appointment  ineidenta&y,  which,  as  a  purpose  sought 
directly  and  independently,  would  certainly  be  unautho- 
rized.    Whilst,  then,  the  House  would  not  be  justified  in 
denying*  or  limiting  tlie  appropriation  in  this  case,  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  getting  at  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Ban- 
dolpli,  if  It  thought  that  his  appointment  was  of  such  a 
character  as  to  frustrate  all  beneficial  purpose  in  keeping 
open  diplomatic  relations  with  Russia,  undoubtedly  duty 
vould  require,  as  well  as  right  permit,  that  the  motion  in 
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its  strongest  form  should  be  acceded  to.  The  appropria- 
tion, however,  could  only  be  denied  under  this  extent  of 
responsibility;  for  the  Executive  could  bot  be  bound  to 
understand,.  i|i  the  refusal  of  an  appropriation,  that  no- 
thing more  was  involved  than  objection  to  a  particular 
minister,  and  a  design  to  get  rid  of  mm,  not  the  assertion  of 
an^  principle  of  policy;  nor  would  there  be  any  consti- 
tutional obligation  to  respect  tius  objection,  if  it  were  un- 
derstood. 

So  much  for  the  ground  of  the  motion  resting  on  the 
unfitness  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Randolph.  This  had 
been  the  main  ground— the  topic  most  insisted  on  in  the 
early  stage  of  the  debate.  The  gentleman  from  Rliode 
Islaiid,  however,  who  fig^ured  so  conspicuously  in  the  dis- 
cussion, [Mr.  BvAGss,]  on  the  last  day  he  had  addressed 
the  House,  had  introduced  another  topic,  which  much 
enlarged  the  scope  of  his  attack.  He  now  rested  princi- 
pally on  a  doctrine  which  might  be  regarded  as  extraordi- 
nary even  for  this  anomalous  debate.  He  insisted  that 
the  motion  ought  to  be  sustained,  on  account  of  the  mis- 
sion being  an  illegal  one;  alle^ng,  very  truly,  that  we 
were  not  bound  to  appropriate  for  an  illegal  mission.  The 
first  impression  produced  bpr  this  suggestion,  Mr.  A.  said, 
was,  that  as  it  could  not  be  intended  so  it  ought  not  to  be 
treated  seriously.  The  fact  must  not  be  allowed  to  escape 
from  memory,  however,  that  this  discussion  was  peculiar 
and  out  of  rule  in  its  policy  as  well  as  conduct.  Things 
must  he  in  it,  which  in  a  common  debate  miglit  be  passed 
bv.  The  adroitness  and  undisputed  talents  of  the  nonor- 
aole  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  might  give  a  color  to 
his  strange  proposition,  rendering  it  specious  to  persons 
not  familiar  with  this  class  of  subjects. 

The  genUeman  had  profe&^ed  his  ability  to  sustain  it  by 
authorities  of  public  law.  He  had  said  bke  had  them  with 
him  in  the  House. .  His  exhaustion  from  bad  health  had 
not,  however,  permitted  him  to  read,  or  even  to  refer  to 
them  by  titles.  Those  who  followed  in  the  debate  must, 
therefore,  be  exposed  to  some  difficulty  in  encountering 
the  allegation.  The  general  proposition  from  which  the 
gentleman  started,  was  too  elementary  to  require  confir- 
mation from  authority.  He  stated  truly  that  legations  of 
embassy  of  every  class  being  institutions  of  tiie  law  of 
nations,  must  conform  in  their  modes  and  conduct  to  the 
requirements  of  this  law  to  be  vafid,  so  aa  to  draw  afler 
them  the  immunities  which  it  attached.  No  proposition 
could  be  less  contestable.  The  room  for  its  application, 
not  its  correctness,  constituted  the  difficulty.  It  was  ad- 
mitted freely,  that  the  mission  in  this  instance  must  be 
consonant  in  its  character  and  form  with  the  requisitions 
of  public  law,  to  be  valid;  and  that»  if  not  valid,  we  stood 
dispensed  from  any  obligation  to  make  provision  for  it. 
In  what  respect,  then,  was  it  wanting  in  this  conformity? 
The  nomination  had  been  made  and  confirmed  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  usual  forms.  This  much  was  not  ^sputed. 
The  appointment  was  alleged,  however,  to  have  been  ac- 
companied with  a  condition,  wluch  operated  aa  a  clause 
of  defeasance,  vacating  the  mission  by  incongruity.  And 
what  was  this?  It  was  found  in  the  permisdon  which  had 
been  granted  to  Mr.  Randolph  to  absent  himself  from  St. 
Peteraburg. 

Now,  it  must  be  observed,  that  thousph  it  had  been  true 
that  Mr.  Randolph  had  been  euilty  of  irregularity  of  con- 
duct to  the  full  extent  chared  on  him,  stul,  on  the  prin^ 
ciple  assumed,  the  proposition  would  not  be  sustained 
that  the  mission  stood  vacated.  It  was  the  irregularity  of 
the  permission  which  was  fraught  with  this  effect,  and  the 
efft;ct  must  attach  if  the  principle  were  weU  founded, 
though  no  practical  irregularity  had  followed.  It  would 
not  be  sufficient  that  Mr.  Randolph  had  really  established 
his  domicile  in  £n|;land,  not  Russia,  if  this  had  been  done 
in  abuse,  and  not  m  pursuance,  of  his  permission.  This 
would  constitute  a  case  demanding  a  recall  on  the  termi- 
nation of  his  mission,  bat  not  operating  its  defeasance,  ab 
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imiia,  or  from  the  time  of  the  g^nt  of  the  unlawftil  «nd 
annuUing  condition,  which  was  the  principle  contended 
for.  It  was  from  the  extent  of  the  permission,  then,  that 
the  measure  of  legality  of  the  mission  was  to  be  taken. 
Where  were  we  to  look  for  this  extent?  The  excliisWe 
source  of  our  knowledge  on  this  subject,  as  regarded  the 
existence  as  well  as  extent  of  the  permission,  was  in  the 
message  of  the  President,  disclosing  it.  What  did  this 
say?  That  the  President  regretted  to  inform  the  House 
that  our  minister  lately  commissioned,  &c.  had  ''been 
compelled,  b^  extreme  indisposition,  to  exercise  a  privi- 
lege which,  m  consideration  of  the  extent  to  which  his 
constitution  had  been  impaired  in  the  public  service,  was 
committed  to  his  discretion — of  leaving,  temporarily,  his 
post  for  the  advanta^  of  a  more  genial  climate."  The 
assertion  of  the  avoidance  of  the  legality  of  the  mission 
by  this  privilege  could  only  be  made  in  the  view  of  its 
autliorizing  the  readence  of  Mr.  Randolph  elsewhere  than 
in  Russia.  We  knew  the  extent  of  the  concession,  only 
ffom  the  message,  and  from,  tiiis  we  learned  that  the  allow- 
ance of  absence  was  contingent  only;  and  to  be  confined 
by  the  duration  of  the  exigency,  in  which  the  resort  to  it 
had  been  authorized.  How  different  from  the  as8ump> 
tion  which  the  argument  for  the  invaUdlty  of  the  appoint- 
ment required. 

This  argument  was  as  little  founded  in  principle,  as  in 
the  application  which  had  been  attempted  of  it.  The 
real  principle  on  the  subject  was,  that  a  minister  once  re- 
ceived, the  regfularity  of  his  rendence  at  the  court  to 
which  he  was  deputed  was  a  question  for  his  own  Go- 
vemroent  If  an  irregular  residence  should  be  rejnirded 
by  the  Government  receiving  him  in  the  light  of  disre- 
spect^ it  would  be  a  fur  subject  of  representation  in  that 
view  to  his  own  Government,  and  that  was  the  worst  result- 
with  which  it  could  be  attended. 

If  an  irregular  residence  was  attended  with  the  eff'ects 
which  had  been  ascribed  to  it,  in  this  instance,  what  be- 
eame  of  the  case,  not  of  unfrequent  occurrence,  of  resi- 
dent ministers  sent  on  another  service  of  indefinite  duration } 
This  had  frequently  occurred  with  our  own  ministers. 
Did  they  lose  tiieir  caste,  suffer  impairment,  of  their 
immunities^  or  require  new  credentials  or  reception  on 
their  return?  What,  in  the  same  view,  became  of  the 
cases  in  which  the  same  minister  might  be  accredited  to 
more  courts  than  one  at  tiie  same  time?  There  was  no- 
thing in  principle  to  forbid  tiiis,  and  there  might  be  a  great 
deal  of  inconvenience  to  demand  it.  If  one  minister  would 
be  sufficient  for  our  occasions  with  all  Europe,  why 
riiould  we  have  more?  Yet,  irregular  rendence  would 
be  unavoidable:  where  several  small  courts  were  contigu- 
ous, an  arrangement  of  this  kind  might  be  of  the  highest 
convenience.  Suppose  our  own  confederacy  disjoined, 
must  foreign  Governments  be  compelled  to  support  a 
diplomatic  agent  at  each,  or  to  have  no  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  those  at  which  no  agent  was  maintsuned?  Or, 
might  the  arrangement  be  resorted  to,  which  was  now 
sometimes  employed  for  consuls,  of  employing,  if  need 
be,  the  same  for  more  States  than  one?  Convenience 
usually  demanded  constant  residence  near  the  seat  of 
Govemment  of  the  Power  to  which  the  minirter  was  ac- 
credited; and  absence  from  the  country,  uidess  on  special 
occasions,  or  for  brief  periods,  would  of  course  be  absurd 
as  subverrion  of  the  purposes  of  the  misson.  But  there 
was  no  rigorous  principle  in  this  respect:  convenience 

Sovemed  usag^.  In  our  own  country,  it  had  been  a  good 
eal  Uie  practice  of  the  foreign  ministers,  and  was  at  this 
time,  to  rettde  elsewhere  than  at  Washington.  There 
had  been  instances  in  which,  if  he  [Mr.  A.]  was  not  mis- 
taken, the  visit  had  not  been  pud  to  the  seat  of  Govem- 
ment for  years,  or,  in  any  event,  had  been  paid  very  rare- 
ly. Yet  this  practice  furnished  no  occasion  of  discontent. 
It  would  be  disused,  undoubtedly,  if  it  did.  If  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph were  to  fix  his  residence  at  Moscow,  h^  would  fall 


within  the  principle  of  this  usage;  yet  he  would  be  ntua^ 
ed  more  inconveniently  than  at  London,  where  he  nov 
was,  for  the  purposes  of  his  mission. 

Permissions  of  the  character  of  that  mnted  to  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  absences  [under  them,  of  longer  duration 
than  his  had  been,  were  in  the  most  ordinary  course  of  di- 
plomatic transactions.     The  occauons  were  vsrious— for 
attention  to  personal  affairs,  for  health,  for  recreition. 
Leave  was  not,  necessarily,  requinte,  so  much  was  this 
mode  of  procee^ng  ui  the  common  course.    Mr.  Adams, 
the  elder,  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  our  ministers  at  the 
courts  of  St.  James's  and  Versailles,  passed  and  repassed, 
as  occanon  demanded,  at  will,  between  London,  Paris^ 
and  the  Hague.     Mr.  Jefferson  made  two  eicursions  of 
recreation,  or  rather  of  instruction,  (fi>r  with  him  time 
was  in  no  way  allowed  to  pass  unprofitably,)  the  one  into 
Germany;  the  other,  as  well  as  he  [Mr.  A.l  recollected, 
into  Italy.    No  leave  appears  to  have  been  deemed  requi- 
site, as  the  absences  were  short     If  Mr.  Randolph,  find- 
ing himself  so  much  out  of  health  as  to  demand  a  chan^ 
of^climate,  liad  absented  himself  without  leave,  no  cla* 
mor  would  probably  have  followed.     It  was  the  leare 
obtained  in  antii^ipation  of  the  casualty,  which  was  made 
the  occaaon  of  clamor.   Yet  a  precedent  equally  in  point, 
of  which  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  aware,  was  furnished,  at  a  period  to  which  the 
gentleman  would  not  be  prone  to  state  exception.    In  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  when  the  Department  of 
State  was  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Porsyth  re- 
ceived, cotemporaneously  with  his  appointment,  and  car- 
ried out  with  him,  a  permission  to  return  home,  immedi- 
ately on  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty 
wliich   had  just  been   sig^ned,  and   the  ratifications  of 
which  were  expected  to  have  been  exchanged  imme- 
diately.    Owing  to  delay  m  this  event,  Mr.  Forsyth  was 
prevented  from  availinghimself  of  the  permission  as  early 
as  he  liad  designed.     But  he  did  avail  himself  of  it,  by  re- 
turning to  this  country  for  his  family,  where  he  remained 
six  months.     Who  had  thought  of  making  this  matter  of 
imputation,  or  that  the  salaxy  of  Mr.  Forsyth  ou^t  to 
have  been  curtailed  on  this  account?     In  the  administn- 
tion  of  Mr.  Adams,  one  of  our  diplomatic  functionaries 
remained  at  home  several  months,  not  less  than  ax,  afler 
the  acceptance  of  his  appointment,  waiting  a  return  of  a 
season  of  health  in  the  country  of  his  destinatioo.    The 
salary  was  received  from  the  time  of  his  acceptance,  yet 
no  clamor  was  awakened,  as  we  have  heard  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Randolph.  ' 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Ishind,  [Mr.  Brm&ss,!  by 
way  of  fortifying  his  proposition,  that  Mr.  Randolph's  ap- 
pointment had  become  invalid,  insisted  that  he  was  divest- 
ed of  his  diplomatic  privileges  in  hia  present  utuation. 
These  privileges,  he  [Mr.  B.]  maintained,  could  atUch  no- 
where but  in  the  country  to  which  the  minister  was  sent 
The  proposition,  if  just,  was  not  material  in  the  discus- 
sion.    But  it  was  not  just.     Mr.  Randolph  did  not  stand 
divested  of  his  privileges.     These   privilegfea  did  not 
attach  only  in  the  country  to  which  he  was  sent.    Mr. 
Randolph  possessed  in  his  present  aojoamment  the  per- 
sonal inviolability  on  which  the  rentleman  had  dilated  so 
much.  A  minister  lumishtn^  evidence,  by  passport,  either 
by  surety,  &c.  of  his  pubhc  character,  not  by  courtesy 
merely,  but  the  universal  usage  which  made  the  law  of 
nations,  had  extended  to  him,  in  countries  in  which  he 
nuule  transient  sojournment,  the  same  assurance  of  per« 
sonal  inviolability,  that  he  would  be  entitled  to  rigorousiy, 
in  the  country  to  which  he  was  accredited.    He  bad  more 
than  this  by  the  modem  ustges.     He  would  be  exempted 
from  the  operttion  of  quarantine  or  blockade.    And  he 
[Mr.  A.]  would  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  effects  of  Mr. 
Randolph  in  entering  England  (as  they  would  in  depart- 
ing) had  been  exempt  from  all  search  or  duty.     If  diplo- 
matic imntnnitiM  were  only  of  force  in  the  cowntrj*  to 
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whieh  the  functionary  wm  ao'creditedy  where  would  be 
the  nfety  for  m'lBisters  in  the  tranat  to  and  from  the 
places  of  their  destination?  And,  if  this  security  were 
wanting,  how  could  intercourse  and  rdations  of  diplomacy 
subsist  with  interior  nations;  that  is  to  say,  such  as,  not 
being  aceesttble  by  sea,  could  only  be  reached  through 
the  territories  of  others?  It  was  in  early  and  barbarous 
times  only,  that  the  principle  by  which  the  security  was 
guarantied  had  not  been  recognised.  It  was  not  true,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Khode  Isbind  had  supposed,  that  the 
muitier  of  the  French  enroys,  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  V,  supposed  to  be  by  his  instigation,  was  not 
regarded  as  a  breach  of  the  law  of  nations.  Vattel  calls  it 
expressly  an  atrocious  violation.  Nor  is  it  any  evidence 
to  tlie  contrary,  that,  owing  to  tlse  disjointed  condition  of 
(he  times,  and  Uie  ascendant  influence  of  Charles,  the  in* 
dignation  of  Burope  was  only  partially  expressed.  This 
view  of  the  subject  Mr.  A.  repeated,  however,  had  no 
material  relation  to  the  subject.  He  should,  therefore, 
pass  it  by,  with  some  other  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
which  he  had  noted  for  observation. 

On  review  of  the  grounds  assi^cdfor  the  motion,  they 
had  appeared  in  eveiy  respect  inadequate,  even  if  they 
had  been  sustsinable  in  net.  Had  the  spirit  of  party 
mingled,  then,  in  this  proceeding?  This  spirit  was  prone 
to  run  into  excees,  when  not  kept  in  restraint  by  the  con- 
trolling influenee  of  public  opinion,  to  which  appeal  was 
made  m  the  present  instance*  To  the  result  of  that  ap- 
peal, he  was  willing,  Mr.  A.  said,  to  submit  the  decision 
on  the  motion;  not  doubting  that,  as  it  would  meet  rejec- 
tion in  the  House,  it  was  equally  destined  to  encounter 
the  sentence  yet  more  severe,  and  to  which  we  were  dispos* 
ed  to  pay  higher  respect— the  ceniure  of  our  constituents. 

Mr.  TUCKER  theiy  after  a  few  remarks  against  spend- 
ing further 'time  on  this  subject,  to  the  injury  of  the  other 
public  business,  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  being  seconded,  73  to  33— 

Mr.  CONNER  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  but  the  mo- 
tion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  previous  question, 
viz.  «  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?"  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arm- 
strong, Barringer,  Baylor,  Jas.  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borst, 
Bouloui,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Chandler,  Clai- 
borne, Clay,  Coleman,  Conner,  Craig,  Crawford,  Croche- 
ron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davii^  Deberry,  Denny, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Dorsey,  Draper,  Duncan,  Dwight, 
Earl],  Joshua  Evans,  Findlay,  Ford,  Fry,  Gilroore,  Gor- 
don, Green,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamraons,  Harvev,  Hemphill, 
Hinds,  Holbmd,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Ihrie, 
William  W.  Irvin,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Kennon,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lecompte, 
Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee,  Marr, 
Martin,  T.  Maxwell,  L.ewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,  McCoy, 
Mclntire,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Overton,  Patton,  Pettis, 
Polk,  Potter,  Ramsey,  Rencher,  Roane,  Russel,  San- 
ford,  Scott,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Sbepperd,  Shields, 
Sill,  Sm'ith,  Speight,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spen- 
cer, Sprigg,  Standefer,  Stephens,  SutherUnd,  Wiley 
Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Varnum, 
Verplanck,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell  P.  Wliite,  Wick- 
liffe,  Wilde,  Wilson,  Yancey 112. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Angel,  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Bam- 
well,  Bates,  Beekman,  Bell,  Cahoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Childs,  Chilton,  Cbu*k,  Condict,  Cooper, 
Coulter,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crockett,  Creightoi^  Crownin- 
sbield,  Drayton,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  Geo.  Evans,  Horace 
Everett,  Fmch,  Foster,  Grennell,  (hurley,  Hawkins,  Hod- 
ges, Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Thomas  Irwin, 
Jarvis,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kincaid,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Letcher, 
Martindale,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mulilenberg,  Pearce,  Pier- 
son,   Reed,  Ro8e,«8emmesv  SUnbcry,  Stcrigere,  U.  R. 


Storrs,  W.  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor, 
Test,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wasliington,  Whittlesey,  Edward 
D.  White,- Williams,  Young.— 70. 

The  main  question  (on  the  third  reading  of  ^e  bill) 
was  accordingly  put,  and  carried  without  a  division,  and 
the  bill  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VERPLANCK,  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  CONNER  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  moved  a  call  of  the  House.  The 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CHILTON  rose  to  remark  that  the  bill  contained  a 
feature  exceptionable  in  the  extreme.  He  would,  how- 
ever, vote  for  the  bill;  and  he  presumed  otlier  gentle- 
men would  do  the  same,  as  it  was  the  general  appropri* 
ation  bill. 

Mr.  BATES,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved  the  recom- 
mitment of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
with  instructions  to  strike  out  the  word  Russia  from  the 
349th  line  of  the  bill,  and  to  provide,  at  the  end  of  tlie 
paragraph,  for  the  salary  of  a  minister  to  Russia.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  B.  demanded  the  yess  and  nsys,  and  they 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  STERIGER^  demanded  the  previous  questioni 
and  the  demand  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  BATES  then  called  for  the  ye«  and  nays  on  the 
motion  for  the  main  question}  but  Uie  House  refused  to 
order  them. 

The  House  having  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  put, 

-The  question  was  finally  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and,  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nsys— « 
yeas  115,  navs  3. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

It  Was  now  half  past  four  o'clock,  and  the  House  was 
about  to  adjoarni  when 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose,  and  said  that  he  was  about  to 
ask  a  fiivor  ef  tiie  House,  which  would  probably  be  the 
last  he  should  ever  ask  of  it.  It  was  to  indulge  him  so 
much  as  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States.  He  had  had 
the  bill  in  charge  for  two  years,  and  during  all  that  time 
the  parties  intereMed  had,  with  excited  leelingi^  been 
lookmg  for  its  passage.  After  a  few  other  remarks,  in 
which  Mr.  B.  made  a  feeling  appeal  to  the  House,  in 
favor  of  taking  up  the  bill. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Dwioht  in  the  chMr,  and  took  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  submitted  an  additional  section,  ap<- 
propriating  five  thousand  dollars  to  carrr  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  into  effect  t  whieh  was  a^ed  to.  The  com* 
mittee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

TBt/HSDAY,  FXBXtrABT  10. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Preadent  of  the  United  States  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  present  session  as  relates  to  that  subject, 
made  a  report  thereon,  and  moved  that  it  be  committed 
and  printed*     [See  Appendix.] 

The  report  embraced  a  full  reply  to  the  opiniohs  an- 
nounced in  the  Executive  message  on  the  subject  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  and  concluded  with  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Ruohiedt  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  General  Govern* 
ment  should  contintfeto  prosecute  internal  improvements, 
by  direct  appropriations  of  money,  or  by  subscriptions  for 
stock  in  companies  incorporated  in  the  respective  Stales. 
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Mr.  HAYNES  caHed  for  the  reading  of  the  report.  The 
Clerk  having^  progressed  at  some  length, 

Hr.  CHILTON  moTed  to  suspend  the  farther  reading, 
and  that  the  report  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

After  a  few  remarks  between  Messrs.  WICKLIFFE, 
CHILTON,  and  the  CHAIB,  as  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  report;  when, 

Mr.  McDUFFIK  moved  to  suspend  the  further  reading. 

[Here  arose  a  discussion  between  Mr.  McDUFFlE,  tfie 
CHAIR,  and  Messrs.  MERCER,  SUTHERLAND,  and 
WICKLIFFE,  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
McDvFFiK.  It  was  insisted,  on  the  one  side,  that  when  a 
motion  or  resolution  was  being  fead  the  first  time,  it  was 
not  in  order  for  a  member  to  move  to  suspend  the  reading. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  asserted  that,  by  a  rule  of  the 
House,  **  when  the  reading  of  a  paper"  was  **  called  for, 
and  the  same  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  should  be 
determined  by  a  vote  of  the  House."  Former  deciaons 
in  the  case  were  also  referred  to;  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  tliat  the  motion  was  not  in  order,  was  appealed 
from.  Mr.  Mabtin  was  temporarily  in  the  chair  to-day. 
To  save  time,  Mr.  HAYNES  withdrew  his  motion  for  the 
reading.] 

The  report  was  then  ordered  to  be  committed,  and  the 
usual  number  of  copies  directed  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  for  the  printing  of  six  thousand  ad- 
ditional copies;  which  motion,  by  a  tmt  of  the  House,  laid 
over  till  tlie  next  day. 

BALTIMORE  AND  WASHINGTON  RAILROAD. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  District  business,  Mr. 
DODDRIDGE  moved  that  the  House  take  up  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  extension,  construction,  and  use  of  a  lateral 
branch  of  the  Baltimore  ojid  Ohio  railroad,  into  and  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia. 

&Ir.  DOR8EY  stated  that  a  portion  of  the  delegation  of 
Maryland  was  placed  in  an  embarrassing  predicament  on 
this  bill.  They  did  not  wish  to  do  any  thing  which  might 
endanger  the  bill;  but  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  had 
now  before  it  a  proposition  to  construct  a  mlroad  from 
Baltimore  to  Waatiington,  by  the  State  fimdj;  and  it  would 
seem  respectful  for  the  members  from  Marylaad  to  wait 
the  action  of  the  State  Legislature  on  the  subject.  A  por- 
tion of  the  delegation  had  therefore  conferred  together, 
and  agreed  to  move  a  poatponement  of  the  bill  for  a  few 
days. 

Mr.  HOWARD  opposed  the  motion  very  eamestlv,  and 
stated  the  nature  of  (he  bill  which  was  now  before  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland,  to  show  the  improbability  that  the 
proposition  would  result  in  tiie  work  being  undertaken  by 
the  State.  At  his  request,  Mr.  Doksbt,  for  the  present, 
withdrew  his  motion;  and 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  and  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

[Considerable  discusnon  took  place  on  the  amendments, 
in  which  Messrs.  HOWARD,  DODDRIDGE,  WASHING- 
TON,  8EMME8,  BROWN,  MERCER,  HOFFMAN,  and 
McDUFFlE,  took  part.] 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  spent  on  the  District 
bills. 


Fbidat,  Fsbbvamt  11. 

EXTENSION  OF  A  PATENT. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  extend  the  patent 
of  Samuel  Browmng  for  a  fortber  period  of  fourteen 
years,  without  amcMment,  and  moved  its  third  reading 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  opposed  this  motion,  and  moved  that 
the  bill  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mom>w. 


Mr.  DANIEL  preferred  that  it  should  be  postponed  to 
a  particular  day,  as  he  was  decidedly  of  the  opinion,  if  it 
once  got  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  was  the  last 
we  should  hear  of  it  this  ses^on.  It  was  a  biDj  the  pro- 
vinons  of  which,  Mr.  D.  thought  highly  important  to  tht 
interests  of  the  community  as  well  as  the  indiridusl  for 
whose  benefit  it  was  brought  up;  and  it  ought  to  be  acted 
on  promptly.  In  order  to  meet  the  views  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bvcraitav,]  and  at  the  nine 
time  not  to  endanger  the  bill,  he  moved  to  postpone  iti 
further  consideration  till  Tuesday  next.  He  would  fiir* 
ther  tftate,  that  the  discovery  of  Mr.  Browning  was  a  nev 
mode  of  separating  iron  from  its  impurities^  it  would  be 
seen,  therefore,  by  every  member  that  it  was  a  b'lU  of 
general  importance. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  the  patent  which  this  bill 
sought  to  extend  had  expired  two  years  ago,  and  now,  af- 
ter the  discovery  had  been  pubfic  proper^  during  that 
time,  an  attempt  is  made  to  revive  the  patent  He  coald 
only  sa^  that  the  pase  had  no  parallel  in  the  legislative  bii* 
tory  of^Congress,  while  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  it 

Mr.  DANIEL  replied:  The  case  differed  from  others,  it 
was  true,  but  the  public  was  not  yet  in  possesaoo  of  the 
discovery;  the  process  was  not  understood;  and  there  vai 
only  one  machine  in  the  United  States,  by  which  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  discovery  could  be  tested)  and  that  machine 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  ^ntleman  of  fortune,  after 
the  time  for  which  the  patent  right  was  oripnally  granted 
had  expired.  This  gentleman  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 
mode  by  which  the  operation  was  to  be  carried  on;  and 
in  his  zeal  to  secure  the  advantages  that  must  result  to  the 
nation  from  the  invention,  he  searched  out  the  mTcntor, 
and  found  that  the  machine  under  his  management  answo- 
ed  all  the  purposes  which  its  inventor  set  forth. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine, 

Mr.  CONNER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  vbidi 
motion  was  agreed  to— yeas  83,  nays  39. 

SUSAN  DECATUR  xt  al. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  moved  that  the  House  do  proceed  to 
the  eonnderation  of  the  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decatur, 
widow  and  legal  representative  of  Captain  Stephen  Decar 
tur,  deceased,  et  al. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
consideration,  and  they  were  cxrdered  by  the  House.  Be- 
ing taken,  they  stood— veaa  102,  nays  83. 

So  the  House  detemuned  now  to  consider  the  bUl. 

The  question  wta  stated  from  the  Chair  to  be  on  the 
amount  of  compensation  with  which  the  blank  should  be 
filled;  when 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  negatived — ^58  to  76. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved  to  recom- 
ihit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  this  day. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  its  commitment  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  for  to-morrow;  and  the  question  being  put  on 
this  motion,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HorrvA^  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  House  went  into  committee,  Mr.  CAMsaiLua  m 
the  chair,  and  proceeded  to  tiie  conndcration  of  the  said 
bill. 

[Considerable  discusnon  took  place  between  Mesa*- 
HOFFMAN,  POTTER,  TUCKER,  BIXSWORTH, 
STORRS,  of  New  York,  CROCKETT,  CHILTON,  Mc- 
DUFFlE, DODDIUDGE,  CRAIG,  and  BABRINGEB, 
not  only  as  to  the  sum  to  be  appropriated,  but  on  the  me* 
rits  of  the  claims  allusions  were  also  made  to  what  vii 
called  tiie  improper  interference  of  the  President  in  fevar 
of  the  chum.  So  much,  however,  has  afrcad;?  been  re- 
ported in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  the  subject  otvxa 
claim,  that  it  is  considered  unnecessary  to  report  what  was 
said  to^y.    In  the  course  of  the  diacusNon  a  letter  fr«B 
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Mn.  Decatur  wu  read,  detailing^  her  present  distressed 
situation,  and  appealing  to  Congress,  in  very  strong  and 
eloquent  terms,  ror  reHef.l 

A  motion  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
tbonsand  doUars,  was  agreed  to. 

Some  conversation  wen  took  place  as  to  the  proper 
mode  of  distribution  of  the  sum  appropriated  between  the 
surviving  officers  and  crews  and  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  parties  concerned,  in  which  Messrs.  STORR3,  of 
New  York,  HOFFMAN,  MAIXARY,  SPEIGHT,  and 
McDUFFIE,  took  pai-t.  It  was  eventually  decided  tliat 
the  words  of  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  to  distribute  tlie 
sum  apeeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  prixe  act,  should 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr,  MILLER  then  submitted  an  amendment,  to  give 
to  the  nieces  of  Commodore  Decatur  ten  thousand  doUars 
of  the  sum. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  HOFFMAN,  CARSON, 
BARRINGER,  CRAIG,  bUTHERLAND,  DODDRIDGE, 
STORRS,  of  New  York,  and  McDUFFIE,  and  the  read- 
mi;  of  the  will  of  Commodore  Decatur, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  that  the  bill  and  various  amendments  be  printed,  so 
that  there  m^;^ht  be  some  understanding  of  the  provisions 
proposed  to  be  adopted.     The  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  MUXiER  then  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  confine 
the  donation  often  thousand  dollars  to  two  nieces  of  Com. 
Decatur,  daughters  of  Mr.  McKniffht^  and  the  question 
being  put  upon  tlie  motion^  it  was  determined  in  the  ne- 
gative— ^3reas75,  nays  SI. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  House,  as  amended.  The  motion 
prevailed. 

In  the  House  the  amendments  were  asreed  to;  which 
provided  for  paying  the  boat's  crew,  adopted  at  the  last 
session,  and  that  adopted  to-day  for  filling  me  blank  mthe 
bill  with  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  agreeing^  to  the  amendment  striking  out  the  clause 
for  paying  the  parties  concerned,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  prize  act;  and  they  were  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  CLAY,  STORRS,  of 
New  York,  HOFFMAN,  and  HUNTINGTON,  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  97, 
nays  58. 

Mr.  WILDE  then  demanded  the  previous  Question,  and 

Mr.  DRAPER  moved  an  adjournment}  which  motion 
vasdedded  in  the  negative — ^yeas59. 

The  House  having  seconded  the  demand  for  tiie  pre- 
vious question. 

On  the  question,  '*  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?'' 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Tlie  main  question  was  then  put,  as  follows: 

*<  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading?"  and 
determined  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Arnold,  Baylor,  Beekman, 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Campbell, 
Carson,  Clay,  Coleman,  Condtct,  Coulter,  Craig,  Cro- 
cheron,  Crowninshield,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Deberry,  Den- 
ny, Dickinson,  Drayton,  D wight.  Eager,  Earll,  Joshua 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Fmch,  Ford,  l^orward,  Fiy, 
GUmore,  Gordon,  Green,  Halsey,  Hawkins,  Ilayncs, 
Hinds,  Hodges,  Hoffman,  Howaitl,  Hubbard,  Ingcrsoll, 
Thomas  Irwin,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  L.ea,  Leiper,  Lent,  MalUry,  Marr,  Martin,  Tho- 
mas Maxwell,  McCreery,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mercer, 
Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Overton,  Pettis, 
Polk,  Potter,  Sanford,  Scott,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  Talia- 
ferro, Vamum,  Verplanck,  Wasliington,  Weeks,  C.  P. 
White,  E.  D.   White,  ^ickUflc,  WUdc,  Wilson.-81. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Angcl, 
Armstrong,  Bailey,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell,  Barringer, 


boon,  Childs,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clark,  Coke,  Conner, 
Cooper,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creighton, 
Davenport,  John  Davis,  Desha,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Dun- 
can, Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay, 
Gaither,  GrenneH,  Hall,  Hammons,  Harvey,  Hughes, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Irvin,  Johns,  Kendall,  Kincaid, 
Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Leavitt,  Lecomple,  Letcher,  Loy- 
all,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Martindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCoy, 
Miller,  Pierce,  Pierson,  Ramsey,  Rencher,  Roane,  Russel, 
Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sill,  Speight,  Sprigg,  Stan- 
deier,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann, 
Swift,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vance, 
Vinton,  Whittiesey,  Williams,  Yancey,  Young.— 89. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  STORRS,  of  New-  York,  moved  that,  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  do  adjourn  to  Monday ^  and  said  he 
made  the  motion  on  account  of  the  two  or  three  hours' 
darkness  that  would  occur  to-morrow :  whereupon, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ; but  withdrew  it,  to  ^ve  an  oppm*tunity  for  Mr. 
DoTtnniDGB  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill  just  re- 
jected, with  a  view  also  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  amendment  agreed  to.  Pending  which  motion,  another 
was  made  to  adjourn;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Fkbbuary  12. 

Soon  afler  the  House  met,  tlie  eclipse  of  Uie  sun  creat- 
ing considerable  gloom  within  the  hall,  (although  far  fi'om 
bemg  dark  enough  to  require  candies,)  an  adjournment 
was  moved  by  Mr.  D  wight,  and  was  carried — yeas  85, 
riays  77. 

MoKSAT,  Fxbruakv  14. 
INDIAN  AFFAIRS— QUESTION  OF  ORDER. 

The  petition  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Evbii?tt,  of 
Massachusetts,  last  Monday,  from  sundry  citizens  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, praying  the  repeal  of  the  Indian  law  of  last 
session,  &c.,  was  announced  by  the  Chair  as  now  before 
the  House  for  disposal. 

Mr.  EVERET'r  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  address 
the  Chair;  when 

Mr.  TUCKER,  of  S.  C,  interposed,  and  demanded  that 
the  question  of  "consideration**  be  p\it,  and  the  Speaker 
announced  this  to  be  the  question. 

{This  question  precludes  debate  on  any  motion,  unless 
the  House  decides  in  favor  of  its  consideration.  ] 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  •*  consideration-,'*  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EVERETT  swd  it  was  with  great  regret  he  was 
obliged  to  say  that  l\e  considered  the  demand  for  the 
question  of  consideration  out  of  order;  the  petition  had 
been  received  by  the  House,  and,  if  ibis  motion  were  en- 
tertained by  ihc  Chair,  it  would  cut  off  all  debate  on  the 
petition,  which  Mr.  E.  said  he  had  a  right  to  discuss,  on 
presenting  it,  if  he  thought  proper. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  House  had  a  right  to  decide 
wlicther  it  would  consider  the  gentleman's  motion — ^it  had 
a  right  to  refuse  to  receive  tiie  petition  itself. 

Mr.  EVERETT.  But  the  House  has  received  tiie  pe- 
tition, Mr.  Spsakbb. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  petition  bad  been  received  and 
laid  on  the  table;  that  the  House  had  a  right  now  to  say 
whetiier  it  would  consider  the  gentleman's  motion  touch- 
ing its  reference,  and  therefore  the  demand  for  the  question 
of  consideration  was  in  order;  and  he  proceeded  to  refer 
to  the  rules,  and  explain  his  construction  of  them,  to  show 
the  propriety  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  VIN'rON  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which  was 


agreed  to;  and  the  Clerk  having  called  the  roll  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  the  attendance  appearing  to  be  pretty  full,  fur- 
Bates,  James  BUur,  John  Bhur,  Bockee^  Douldin,  Ca-|ther  pfX)ceeding  in  the  call  was  suspended.. 
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H.  OP  R.] 


iuiian  ^ffmr^^Queatim  of  Order. 


[Feb.  H  1^1- 


Mr.  BELL  asked,  if  the  House  decided  in  fi&vor  of  **coii- 
ttderation,"  what  time  would  the  diacuisioD  be  in  order — 
could  it  be  continued  from  day  to  day»  or  would  it  be 
limited? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  it  could  on!  j  be  continued  to 
day,  and  the  next  days  on  which  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions would  be  in  order,  (namely,  on  Monday  alone.) 

Mr.  EVERETT  ag^iin  rose,  and  said  he  felt  himself  un.- 
der  the  necessity  of  appealing  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  on  the  correctness  of  entering  the  demand  for  the 
question  of  consideration;. and  he  proceeded  in  support  of 
his  appeal  at  some  length — ^arguing  that  this  was  no  nujtion 
or  proposition  offered  to  the  House,  but  simply  a  petition 
from  a  portion  of  his  constituents,  which  they,  in  tlie  ex- 
ercise of  their  constitutional  rights  had  presented  to  the 
House  through  him,  their  representative.  He  had  laid  it 
on  the  table,  under  the  rule;  it  came  up  to-day  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course;  its  consideration  required  no  motion,  and 
he  had  made  none;  tlie  matter  before  the  House  was  the 
petition  itself,  and  to  that  he  had  a  right  to  speak;  it  was 
a  constitutional  right  to  which  the  rule  of  consideration 
could  not  apply,  and  could  not  cut  oS.  It  was  with  un^ 
feigned  reluctance  he  made  the  appeal,  but  a  sense  of  duty 
consti-ained  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  TUClvER,  in  a  few  remarks  defended  his  call  for 
tlie  question  of  **  consideration,"  and  his  motive  for  mak- 
ing it.  His  object  was  to  save  the  time  of  the  House  from- 
bemg  wasted  m  a  useless  debate. 

The  SPEAKER  then  rose,  and,  after  stating  the  case, 
re  .d  the  rules  in  point,,  wliich  he  explained  at  some  lengtli, 
to  show  the  correctness  of  his  decision  in  entertaining  the 
demand  for  *'  consideration."  He  referred  particularly 
to  the  fifth  rule,  which  is  as  follows:  **  When  any  motion 
or  proposition  is  made,  tlie  question,  *  Will  the  House 
now  consider  it?'  shall  not  be  put,  unless  it  is  demanded 
by  some  member,  or  is  deemed  necessary  by  the  Speak- 
er." During  the  whole  time  wliile  he  had  presided  ia 
the  cliair,  he  liad  never  exercised  the  privilege  of  re^ 
quiring  the  question  of  consideration;  it  was  now  required 
by  another  member,  and  he  had  no  right  to  refuse  it,  it 
being  in  order  under  tlie  rule. 

Mr.  WAYNE  asked  if  be  was  to  understand  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [>lr.  Tuckeb] 
was  in  order  before  tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Eveuett]  had  submitted  any  proposition. 

The  SPEAKER  repHcd^  tliat  he  considered  there  was, 
virtually,  a  motion  before  the  House,  on  taking  up  the 
petition  for  disposal. 

Mr.  WAYNE  thought  that  did  not  follow  of  course. 
The  gentleman  from  Msssachusctts  had  not  submitted  any 
proposition  relative  to  the  petition;  and,  unt^l  he  did  that, 
the  House  could  not  know  what  his  motion  would  be»  or 
decide  whether  they  would  conuder  it.  The  House 
would  be  voting  in  the  dark.  He  nudiUained  that  tlie 
Sp£AK£a  would  be  right,  had  the  gentleman  made  any 
motion  for  the  disposition  of  the  petition,  but  at  present 
the  demand  of  **  consideration"  he  thought  premature. 

Mr.  TUCKER  then  witlidrew  his  call  for  tlie  question 
of  considcrutiou. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  it  was  his  uitention  to  debate  the 
petition  which  he  had  presented  to  the  House;  and  when 
the  SpEJ^Kzn  decided  that  Ive  could  not  do  so,  he  denied 
a  right  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of  tite  British 
Paihament,  and  was  sanctioned  by  tlie  practice  of  this 
House.  During  the  last  war,  many  important  questions 
were  debated  on  the  presentation  of  petitions. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  must  still  be  a  motion  before 
the  House  to  authorize  debate. 

Mr.  E V  ERETT.  If  I  am  entitled  ta  tlie  floor  [several 
members  were  attempting  to  address  the  Chair]  i  will  then 
submit  a  motion  before  1  sit  down. 

Tlie  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  the  power  of  tlie  Speaker,,  or 
of  any  member,  to  require  that  every  motion  be  reduced 


to  writing,  and  the  Speaker  requires  that  the  {pendemin 
send  his  motion  to  the  Chair  in  writing. 

Mr.  EVERETT  accordingly  sent  to  the  Chair  the  ioV 
lowing  motions 

That  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  making 
further  provision  for  executing  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  on  thesubjeot  of  intereourse  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
and,  also,  for  the  faithful  observance  of  the  treaties  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  said  tribes. 

The  motion  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  demanded  that,  the  questioa  be  put 
on  the  <*  consideration"  of  the  motion.  He  hsd  no  idea 
of  commencing  another  Indian  war  at  this  period  of  tbe 
session. 

Mr.  COND1CT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  sndthej 
were  ordered;  and  tke  Spbaksb  having  statei  the  t^ti' 
tion, 

Mr.  EVERETT  sud,  if  he  understood  the  Chair  that  H 
was  in  order  to  preclude  debate  on  his  motion,  by  tbe 
miestion  of  **  consideration,"  he  must  appeal  to  the  Howe 
mm  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  appeal 

Considerable  debate  new  ensued  on  the  appeal,  which^ 
as  it  camiet  lie  Kpoited  fulhr,  is  not  attempted  at  all;  tbt 
precedmg  outline  being  sufficient  to  show  the  reader  the 
nature  of  the  points  which  arose^  and  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding on  tkenv  which  is  all  that  is  intended  bj  tin 
sketeh.  The  appeal  was  supported  by  Mr.  Evsairr  and 
Mr.  Bates,  of  Massaohusettv>  and  it  was  opposed,  and  the 
decision  of  the  ebair  defended,,  by  Mr.  Watki  and  Mr. 
Thompboit,.  of  Georgia.     Finally, 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  yielding  tbthe  wishes  of  seveial 
of  his  friends,  he  would  withdraw  the  appeal,  and  meet 
the  question  at  once. 

The  question  was  then  put— «« Will  the  House  now 
consider  the  motion?"  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmatiref 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong,  Bailey,  N. 
Barber,  Barnwell,.  Barringer,  Bartley,  Bates,  Beekmao, 
Bell,  Buchanan,  Surges,  Bntman,  Cahoon,  Cambreleof 
CampbeU,  Childs,  Chilton,,  Clark,  Condict,  Cooper, 
Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Cueighton,  Crowjun- 
shield,  John  Davis,  W.  R.  Uavis,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dicton- 
son,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Dudley,  Eager,  Ellavorth, 
George  Evans^  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Hoi«ce 
Everett,  Fmch,  Forward,  Fry,  Grennell,  Gurley,  Henip- 
hill,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ibrie,  i^ 
KendaU,.  Kincaid,  Adam  King,  Letcher,  Mallsry,  i^> 


Martindale,  Lewis  Maxwell,  McCreery,   Mercer, 


Miller^ 


Nuckolls,  Pievson,.  Ramsev,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richardson, 
Rose,  Russel,  WilUam  B.'  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepptr<i» 
Sill.  Smith,  A.  Spencer,  Stanberv,  H.  R.  Stoms^^jf^o 
L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland.  Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Test,  John  Thomson,  Tmcvr  Vance.  VarwiWr 
Verplanck,  Vmton,  Washington,  Whittlesey,  CsmpbeUi  r. 
White,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young.— 101. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  AUen,  Alston,  Anderion, 
Baylor,  James  Blur,  John  Blair,  Bockee^  Boon,  Bouidim 
Brodhcad,  Brown,  Carson,  Chandler,  Claiborne,  Ctoy^ 
Coke,  Colemanr  Conner,  Graig,  Crocheron,  Dsiuel,  Ua- 
venport,  Desha,   De  Witt,   Draper,   Drayton,  Duncan, 
Earil,  Findlay,  Ford,  Foster,  Gaither,  GUmore,  GoiW 
Green,  Hall,  Ualsey,  Mammons,  Harvey,  Haynea,  Hinds» 
Holland,   Hoffman,   Howard,   Hubbard,  Thomas  Im^ 
WilUam  W.  Inrin,  Isacks,  Jarvis,  Jennings,  R  M.  JoW* 
son,  Cave  Johnson,  Lamar,.  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecoroptc,  L^ 
per,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Lj-on,  Magee,  McCoyr 
McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Mitchell,  Monell,  Muhlenberg,  O^a- 
ton,  Fatten,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Powers,  Rencber,  Itoa"** 
Sanford,   Scott,    Shields,   Speight,    Sprigg.  Standewr, 
Stcrigcre,  Stephens,  Wiley  Thompson,  Tresvant,  TMcf cr, 
Wa^ne,  WeekK  Wickliffe,  Yancev.  —93. 
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Indian  Afftwn, 


[H.  or  R. 


Mr.  EYBBETT  then  rose,  and  addreated  the  HoUke  as 
follows: 

In  presenting  this  subject  last  week  to  the  House,  I 
observed,  that  tt  was  with  regpret  that  I  found  myself 
obliged  to  bring  it  forward  in  a  manner,  strictly  parlia- 
inentaiy  indeed,  but  somewhat  unusual.  I  should  have 
preferred  to  sulljmitthis  great  subject  to  the  consideration 
4>f  the  House  by  the  more  ususi  course  of  a  resolution.  I 
hare  had  a  resolution  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  ly- 
ing in  my  desk  for  several  weeks;  but  ttie  Chair  knows 
that  there  has  not  been  a  moment,  for  several  weeks,  when 
a  resolution  could  be  offered  but  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Houae.  Such  consent  I  could  not  ask  on  such 
a  subject.  I  should  have  been  better  pleased  to  meet  the 
subject  on  a  report  from  the  Indian  committee,  tQ  whom, 
in  connexion  with  very  numerous  memorials  from  various 
parts  of  th*  country,  with  the  President's  message,  and 
with  the  petitions  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  it 
has  been  referred.  No  report,  however,  has  proceeded 
from  that  committee,  and  no  intimation  has  been  given 
that  an^  is  to  be  expected. 

In  this  state  of  things,  urged  by  my  sense  of  duty,  ad- 
monished by  several  expressions  of  public  sentiment  com- 
mitted to  my  charge  by  the  people  1  represent,  and  look- 
ing upon  the  subject  as  one  of  great,  of  paramount^— ay, 
sir,  of  roost  painful  importance— a  subject  eminently  re- 
quiring the  interposition  of  this  House—l  have  felt  my- 
self construned  in  the  forbearance  of  others  much  better 
qualified  to  take  this  step  to  make  this  effort  to  bring  it 
under  the  consideration  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people. 

I  should  think,  sir,  that  a  positive  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion by  Congress  would  be  highly  desirable  to  the  friends 
of  the  administration.  They  cannot,  I  should  think,  wish 
to  leave  with  the  Executive  the  responsibility  of  sitting 
still  and  witnessing  the  violation  of  a  veiy  large  number  of 
treaties  and  compacts,  and  of  the  clearest  provisions  of 
law.  No  man  surely  can  pretend  that  such  a  policy  can 
be  within  the  competence  of  the  Executive;  and  if,  for 
reasons  of  necessity,  or  reasons  of  State,  or  any  other  rea- 
sons, the  treaties  with  the  IndUans  are  to  be  annulled,  and 
the  laws  touching  our  intercourse  with  them  converted 
into  a  dead  letter,  it  surely  cannot  require  an  ar^ment 
to  prove  that  Congress  is  the  only  power  by  which  this 
can  be  done  with  any  show  of  rightful  authority. 


straction;  not  a  word;  not  a  form  of  Government;  it  is  the 
undisputed  paramount  operation,  tlirough  all  the  States, 
of  those  functions  with  which  the  Government  is  clothed 
by  the  constitution.  When  that  operation  is  resisted, 
the  Union  is  in  fact  dissolved.  I  will  not  now  dwell  on 
this  idea;  but  the  recent  transactions  in  Georgia  have  been 
already  hailed  in  the  neighboring  British  provinces  as  the 
commencement  of  that  convulsion  of  these  United  States, 
to  which  the  friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  world  look 
forward  with  apprehension,  as  a  fatal  blow  t«.lheir  cause. 

If  any  further  apology  were  needed  for  bringing  this 
matter  before  the  House,  it  might  be  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  frequently  referred  to  us.  It  has  formed  a  promi^ 
nent  topic  in  the  twp  annual  communications  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate.  Numerous  memorials  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  have  presented  it  to  us;  reports  in  both  Houses 
of  Cong^ss  have  discussed  it;  but,  owing  to  some  strange 
Iktality,  it  has  never  been  plainly  and  decidedly  met. 

The  Secretary  of  War  tells  us  that  a  new  era  has  with- 
in a  few  years  arisen  in  relation  to  our  Indian  affairs.  He 
does  not  indicate  precisely  what  marks  the  new  era;  but, 
in  one  respect,  tb^re  has  unquestionably  arisen  a  new  era 
in  this  department,  that  of  substituting  Executive  deci- 
sion for  congressional  enactment.  Formerly  the  Execu- 
tive only  carried  into  effect  our  laws  and  treaties  made  by 
the  treaty-making  branch  of  the  Government.  Now  the 
President,  1st,  permits  the  States  to  annul  the  treaties, 
and  proceed  on  their  declared  want  of  validity,  and,  2d, 
annuls  the  laws  himself,  and  permits  his  Secretary  to 
come  down  to  Congress,  with  an  argument  to  prove  that 
a  law  substantiaHy  coeval  with  the  Government  is  uncon- 
stitutional. I  am  willing  to  receive  the  Secretary's  ar^- 
ment  for  what  it  is  worth;  but  really,  sir,  I  have  studied 
the  constitution  unsuccessfully,  if  the  mere  opinion  of  a 
Secretary,  with  or  withoifl  an  argument,  renders  a  law 
unconstitutional,  and  makes  it  cease  to  be  obligatory. 
Rut  to  this  I  shall  return,  only  repeating,  now,  that  the 
assumption  of  these  two  principles  in  our  Indian  affairs 
does,  indeed,  constitute  a  new  era. 

Sir,  I  know  the  delicacy  of  this  subject.  I  approach  it 
with  reluctance  and  pain,  under  the  most  imperious  sense 
of  duty.  I  would  gladly  have  put  it  by,  could  I  have  jus- 
tified myself  in  so  doing.  I  know,  by  past  experience, 
the  odium  I  am  to  incur.  I  know  that,  humble  as  I  am, 
the  denimciations  of  hundreds  of  presses  tliroughout  the 


I  cannot  disguise  my  impression,  that  it  is  ue  greates^  country  await  me.  I  have  seen  within  a  week,  in  a  paper 
question  which  ever  came  before  Congress,  short  of  the|  published  at  this  place,  and  which  has  been  made  the 
question  of  peace  and  war.  It  concerns  not  an  individual^*!  channel  of  the  most  confidential  communications  between 
but  entire  communities  of  men,  whose  fate  Is  wholly  in'  the  President  and  the  people;  I  have  seen  the  course  of 


our  hands,  and  concerns  them— not  to  the  extent  of  affect 
ing  th^  interests,  more  or  leM  favorably,  within  narrow 
linkits.  As  I  regard  it,  it  is  a  question  of  inflicting  the 
pains  of  banishment  from  their  native  land  on  seventy  or 
^ghty  thouttnd  human  beings,  the  greater  part  of  whom 
sre  fixed  and  attached  to  Uieir  homes  in  the  same  way 
that  we  are.  We  have  lately  seen  this  House  in  attend- 
ance, week  after  week,  at  the  bar  of  the  other  House, 
while  engaged  in  solemn  trial  of  one  of  our  own  function- 
aries, for  having  issued  an  order  to  deprive  a  citizen  of 
bis  Uberty  for  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  a  most  extraordi- 
nary and  astonidtiing  fact,  that  the  policv  of  the  United 
States  toward  the  Indians— a  policy  coeval  with  the  revo- 
lution, and  sanctioned  in  the  most  solemn  manner  on  in- 
numerable occasions— is  undergoing  a  radical  change, 
which,  I  am  persuaded,  will  prove  as  destructive  to  the 
welfiure  and  lives  of  its  subjecto,  as  it  will  to  their  rights; 
and  that  neither  this  House,  nor  the  other  House,  has 
eTCTi  even  by  resolution,  passed  directiy  upon  the  ques- 
tion. 

But  it  is  not  merely  a  question  of  die  wel&re  of  these 
dependent  beings,  nor  yet  of  the  honor  and  fiath  of  the 
ccmntry  which  are  pledged  to  tbca    it  is  a  question  of 


the  minority  of  this  House  who  voted  on  the  Indian  bill 
last  year— a  minority  comprising  some  of  the  most  respect- 
able friends  of  the  President,  and  smounting-  to  very 
nearly  one-half  of  the  House — ascribed  to  vile  faction. 

But,  disagreeable  as  the  consequence  may  be  to  one 
who  loves  strife  as  little  as  I,  I  cannot  keep  silence  when 
I  hear  the  laws  of  the  land  declared  unconstitutional,  by 
those  executive  officers  who  have  no  otlier  duty  in  refer- 
ence to  the  laws,  but  to  enforce  them;  when  I  see  treaties 
violated  by  States  who  are  parties  to  them;  treaties  sanc- 
tioned by  all  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  and  ratified  by 
the  Senators  representing  the  very  States  foremost  in  the 
violation.  I  cannot  keep  silence  when  I  sec  the  constitu- 
tion invaded;  the  honor  of  the  couuti-y  tarnished;  the 
Union  impaired.  If  my  whole  course,  during  tiie  six 
years  that  I  have  been  honored  ^ith  a  seat  on  this  floor, 
will  not  protect  me  in  the  judgment  of  others  from  the 
imputation  of  inle  and  fiictious  motives,  I  shall  have  at 
least  the  consciousness  in  my  own  bosom,  that  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  and  that  alone,  has  impelled  me  to  the  courso 
I,  have  taken. 

Sir,  the  Secretary  says  a  new  era  has  arisen  in  our  Indian  ^ 
affairs.     This  ia  true.     Up  to  the  year  1828,  the  course  I 


the  Union  itself.    What  is  the  Union?    Not  a  mere  ab-  of  proceeding  in  our  Indian  affairs  ts  well  kjiown,  at  least  \ 
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in  reference  to  all  the  tribes  whose  rights  sre  now  in  con- 
troversy. The  United  States  had  negotiated  treaties  with 
all  the  Southwestern  tribes.  Our  relations  with  them, 
and  the  boundary  between  them  and  us,  were  regtilated 
by  treaty;  and  by  the  intercourse  law  framed  in  pursuance 
of  the  same  policy.  A  limited  and  qualified  sovereignty, 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  contract  these  treaty  obliga- 
tions, was  conceded  to  the  tribes.  No  State  had  pre- 
tended to  extend  her  laws  over  either  of  these  tribes  till 
the  year  182&  To  show  the  various  views  entertained 
this  subject,  I  will  cite  several  authorities,  which  wi 
abundantly  sustain  me  in  this  position.  The  distinguished 
individuals  whom  I  quote,  and  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate at  the  head  of  them,  took  views  somewhat  different 
from  each  other,  but  none  of  them,  I  believe,  intimated 
that  the  separate  States  possess  the  right  now  claimed. 

In  1821,  the  Creek  Path  Indians,  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  their  brethren  of  the  Upper  Towns,  ap- 
plied to  General  Jackson,  then  Major  General  of  the 
Southern  division,  requesting  him  to  use  his  influence  with 
the  General  Government,  to  procure  for  tlie  said  Creek 
Path  Indians  an  inalienable  reservation  of  a  part  of  their 
lands,  on  consideration  of  selling  their  proportionate  share 
of  the  common  lands  of  the  nation.  General  Jackson 
was  in  favor  of  this  project,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Calhoun, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  as  follows: 

"I  do  believe,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  as  well  as  in 
'justice  to  these  people,  their  prayer  ought  to  be  noticed. 
■  It  is  inviting  Congress  to  take  up  the  subject^  and  ez- 
<  ercise  its  power,  under  the  Hopewell  treaty,  pf  regu- 
'lating  all  the  Indian  concerns  as  it  pleases.  This  is  a 
'  precedent  much  wanted^  that  the  absurdity  in  politics 
'  may  cease,  of  an  independent,  sovereign  nation  holding 
*  treaties  with  people  living  within  its  territorial  limits, 


'  protect  it,  as  well  as  to  protect  those  who  own  it.    By 

<  what  conmiunity  ought  these  laws  to  be  enacted^  Laws 

<  there  have  always  been^  and  laws  there  must  continue 
'  to  be,  emanatinfi^  from  some  power  capable  of  enactiog' 
*them.  Where  is  that  power .^  It  must  be  in  Congress, 
'  or  in  tlie  Cherokees*  Congress  has  never  exercised  it, 
'  the  Cherokees  alwavs  have.     I  have  never  heard  that 

*  their  power  was  doubted." 
uia    Governor  Troup,  in  1825,  March  25th,  issued  a  proda- 
of  niatioa,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract;  *<  Where' 
ill  p*  as  it  is  provided  in  said  treaty  that  the  United  States 

'shall  protect  the  Indians  against  the  encroachments, 
'  hostilities,  and  impositions  of  the  whites,  so  that  they 
'  suffer  no  interruption,  molestation,  or  injury,  in  their 

<  persons,  goods,  effecta,  their  dwellings,  or  the  lands 
'they  occupy,  until  their  removal  shall  luive  been  accom- 
'plished,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty: 

*'I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  my  pro* 
'ckmation,  warning  all  persons,,  dtizens  of  Geor^  or 
'others^  against  trespassing o^  intruding  upon  lands  occu- 
'pied  by  the  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  tliis State,  either 

*  ibr  the  purpose  of  settlement  or  otherwise,  as  ereiy 
'  sUch  act  will  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  provisions  m 

<  the  treaty  aforesaid,  and  wSl  expose  the  aggressors  to 
'the  most  certain  and  stunmary  punishment  bytheautho- 
'  rities  of  the  State  and  the  United  SUtes. 

"  All  good  citizens^  therefore,  pursuing  the  dictates  of 
'good  fiaith,  will  unite  in  enforcing  the  obligations  of  the 

<  treaty,  as  the  supreme  law,"  &c. 
Governor  Troup,  being  exceedingly  deairous  to  hssten 

the  surrey  of  the  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  tiie 
Indian  Springs,  asked  permisuon  to  survey  them,  of  Ge- 
neral Mcintosh,  the  chief  of  the  emigrating  party,  as  a 
necessary  preliminary. 


'  acknowledging  its  sovereignty  and  laws,  and  who»  ali  In  1826,  a  Senator  from  Mississippi,  now  decessed,(Mr. 
'  though  not  citizens,  cannot  be  viewed  as  aliens,  but  a»  Reed,)  disclaimed  any  right,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  to 
'real  subjects  of  the  United  States."    Here  the  right  oft  extend  her  jurisdiction  over  the  Indians.     "At  the  last 


legislating  for  the  Indians  is  claimed,  not  for  the  States, 
but  for  the  United  States;  and  this  under  the  treaty  of 
Hopewell,  a  treaty  negotiated  before  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution,  and  containing  the  amplest  guaranties 
of  the  rights  of  the  Cherokees. 

In  treating  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in  1823,  Messrs. 
CampbeU  ami  Meriwether,  citizens  of  Georgia,  animated 
by  a  strong  zeal  for  the  acquisition  of  Indian  lands,  use 
this  language:  '<The  sovereignty  of  the  country  which 
'you  occupy  is  in  the  United  States  alone;  no  State  or 
'foreign    Power  can  enter  into  a  compact  with  you. 


session,  said  he,  of  the  Legi^ture  of  Mississippi^  a  pro- 
position was  made  to  extend  the  civil  power  of  their  courts 
to  their  own  citizens,  who  had  contracted  debts  within  tlie 
State,  and  had  fled  to  thia  savage  sanctuary.  The  matter 
was  debated  many  days,  ^nd  it  was  at  last  decided  that 
there  existed  no  power  in  the  State  to  extend  its  laws  in 
the  manner  sought  by  Uie  proposition." 

These  authorities,  I  think,  will  abundantly  prove  that 
e  claim  of  the  Southern  Statea  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
vcr  tribes  with  whom  there  are  existing  treaties,  forms 
new  era.    Whether  it  be  that  to  which  the  Secretary  of 


'These  privileges  have  passed  away,  and  your  inter-|War  alludes,  I  pretend  not  to  decide. 


'  course  is  restricted  exclusively  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  year  1824,  March  10th,  the  Cherokeesare  spoken 
of,  in  the  following  manner,  in  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  Georgia  to  the  Secretary 
of  War:  ^If  the  Cherokees  are  to  be  viewed  as  other 
'  Indians,  as, persons  suffered  to  reside  within  the  territorial 
'limits  of  the  United  States,  and  subject  to  every  re- 
'straint  which  the  policy  and  power  of  the  General 
'  Government  require  to  be  imposed  on  them,  for  the 
'  interest  of  the   Union,  the  interest  of  the  particular 

*  States,  and  their  own  preservation,  it  is  necessary  that 

<  thesb  misguided  men  should  be  taught  by  the  General 

*  Government,  that  there  is  no  alternative  between  their 

*  removal  beyond  the  hmits  of  tlie  State  of  Georgia  and 
'their  extinction." 

In  1824,  Juc^e  White,  now  the  distinguished  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  gave  an  opinion,  in  which  he  expressed 
himself  as  follows:  "Under  the  parental  care  of  the 
'  Federal  Government,  the  Cherokees  have  been  in  a 

<  g^od  degree  rechumed  from  their  savage  state.  Under 
'their  patronage,  they  have  become  enlightened;  tlicy 
'  have  acquired  a  taste  for  property  of  their  own,  from 
'  the  use  ot'  wliich  they  can  exclude  all  otiiers;  tliey  have 
'  acquired  Uie  property  itself.     There  must  be  laws  to 


While  the  Secretary  of  War  announces  this  new  era^ 
th^  President  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  sesstoo 
informed  us,  that  "the  benevolent  policy  of  the  Gorern- 
rocnt,  steadily  pursued  for  nearly  thirty  years,  in  relation 
to  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  white  settle- 
ments, is  approadiing  to  a  happy  consummatioQ."  This 
statement  appears  to  me  at  variance  with  that  which  vsj 
made*  in  the  annual  message  of  the  last  year.  In  thst 
document,  we  were  told  that  "it  has  long  been  the  poli^ 
of  Government  to  introduce  among  Indians  the  arts  of 
civilization,  in  the  hope  of  gradually  reclaiming  tbeis 
from  a  wandering  state."  Tlus  is  certainly  a  benevolent 
policy:  and  this  is  the  policy  which  has  been  steadily 
pursued  for  nearly  thirty  years.  But  last  year,  the  Pr«>j 
dent  added:  "  This  jjoliey  ha%  however,  been  coupled 
with  another,  wholly  incompatible  with  its  success.  ?^ 
fesang  a  desire  to  civilize  and  settle  them,  we  bave,attbe 
sam&  time,  lost  no  opportunity  to  purchase  their  hnd^ 
and  thrust  them  funher  into  the  wilderness.  By  tlus 
they  have  not  only  been  kept  in  a  wanderinffsUte, 


means. 


but  have  been  led  to  look  upon  us  as  unjust  and  indifferent 
to  their  fete.  Thus,  though  lavish  in  its  expenditures  oo 
the  subject.  Government  Iws  constantly  defeated  its  o« 
policy." 
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Laat  yc»r  the  benevolent  policy  of  settling'  and  civilizing 


1 830.     This  example  of  Geor^a  was  imiUited  by  Alabama 


them  hnd  been  thwarted  by  another,  that  of  removal  to 
the  West,  declared  to  be  incompatible  with  ita  success. 
This  year  the  removal  to  the  West  is  declared  to  be  the 
benevolent  policy  which  has  been  steadily  pursued.  In 
my  judgment,  the  view  taken  in  the  message  of  last  year 
is  the  sounder. 

But  the  policy  of  removal  has,  I  grant,  been  pursued 
stcatUiy  for  thirty  years,  but  never  in  the  same  manner  as  jtrast,  in  two  or  three'years!  In  1826,  after  many  days* 
now.  It  was  never  thought  of,  that  all  the  treaties  and  debate,  the  Legishiture  of  Mi8sissi))pi  decided  that  it  liuul 
laws  of  the  United  States  protecting  the  Indians  could  be  no  right  to  pass  a  law  to  pursue  its  own  citizens,  being 
annulled,  and  the  laws  of  the  States  extended  over  them;  fugitive  debtors,  into  tlie  Indian  country.  In  1829,  the 
laws  of  such  a  character  that  it  is  admitted,  nay  urged,  same  State  extends  all  its  laws  over  the  Choctaws,  abro- 
tliut  they  cannot  live  under  them.     The  policy  of  removal  gates  their  Government,  and  denounces  tlie  punishment 


and  Mississippi.  By  these  SUte  laws,  the  organizaUon 
previously  existing  in  the  Indian  tribes  was  declared  un- 
lawful, and  was  annulled.  It  was  made  crimiijal  to  exer- 
cise any  function  of  Government  under  authority  derived 
from  the  tribes.  The  political  existence  of  these  com- 
munities was  according^ly  dissolved,  and  their  members 
declared  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  States.     What  a  con- 


has  been  pursued  by  treaty,  negotiated  by  persuaaion, 
urgency,  if  gentlemen  please,  with  importunity.  But  the 
compulsion  of  State  legislation,  and  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  protection  of  the  United  States,  was  never  before 
lieai-d  of.     If  the  President  means  that  the  policy  of  re 


of  imprisonment  on  any  person  who  should  exercise  any 
office  under  the  authority  of  the  tribe. 

The  Indians,  as  was  natural,  looked  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  for  protection.  It  was  the  quarter 
whence  they  had  a  right  to  expect  it — where,  as  1  think. 


moval  under  this  compulsion  is  thirty  years  old,  I  do  not  they  ought  to  have  found  it.     They  asked  to  be  protected 
know  a  fact  on  which  his  proposition  can  stand  for  a  in  the  rights  and  possessions  guarantied  to  them  by  nu 


moment.  However  pursued,  the  policy  of  removal  had 
been  attended  with  limited  success.  Vast  tracts  of  land 
had  indeed  been  acquired  of  the  Southwestern  tribes,  but 
chiffly  by  bringing  their  settlements  within  narrower 
hniits.  Between  the  years  of  1809  and  1819,  about  one- 
third  of  the  Clierokees  went  over  to  Arkansas,  and  the 
hard!>hips  and  sufferings  encountered  by  them  were  a 
chief  cause  why  their  brethren,  the  residue  of  the  tribe, 
resisted  every  inducement  held  out  to  persuade  them  also 
to  cmig^te.  The  Choctaws,  by  the  treaty  of  Doak's 
Stand,  acquired  a  large  tract  of  country  between  the  Red 
river  and  the  Canadian )  but  would  not,  in  any  conatder- 
able  numbers,  emigrate  to  it.  In  1826,  a  part  of  the 
Cr<!eks  were  forced,  by  tlie  convulsions  in  that  tribe,  to 
emigrate,  under  the  treaty  of  that  year.  In  1828,  the 
Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  sent  a  deputation  to  explore  tlie 
eouutry  west  of  Arkansas,  which  returned  dissatisfied  with 
its  appearance. 

^VhIle  the  policy  of  removal  was  going  on  with  tbii 
limited  success,  that  of  civilization,  the  truly  benevolen 
policy,  was  much  more  prosperous.  The  attempt  t 
settle,  to  civihze,  and  to  christianize  some  of  Uiese  tribe 
succeeded  beyond  all  example.  If  the  accounts  of  tliei 
previous  state  of  barbarism  are  not  exaggerated,  the  an 
iials  of  the  world  do  not,  to  my  knowledge,  presen 
another  instance  of  improvement  su  rapid,  witiiin  a  singl 
j^eneration;  unless  it  be  that  which  has  been  effected,  b)' 
21.    similar  agency,  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  within  the  las 

ten  years.  ^    ^^«Mfft  7'/. 

During  all  the  time  that  these  two  processes  were  gomg 
on,  tJiat  of  removal,  (declared  last  year  by  the  President 
to  be  inconsistent  witli  civthzing  them,)  with  partial  suc- 
ec:9ei;  and  that  of  settling  and  improving  their  condition, 
oil  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  in  which  the  success  had 
been  rapid  and  signal,  no  attempt  was  made  to  encroach 
upon  their  limited   independence.      The*  right  of   the 
U  nited  States  to  treat  with  them  was  not  questioned;  the 
S  tatcs  nev&r  attempted  to  legislate  over  them;  and  the 
possessions  and  rights  guarantied  to  them  by  numerous 
treaties,  were  considered  by  them    and  by  us  as  safe 
beneath  the  protection  of  the  national  faith.      But,  at 
length,  under  the  late  administraiion  of  tlie  General  Go- 
%  eriimcnt,  tlie  Southwestern  States,  taking  advantage  of 
tlie  political  weakness  of  that  administration,  seemed  de- 
ter onned  to  adventure  tlie  experiment,  haw  far  they  could 
^o,  to  effect,  by  a  new  course  of  State  legislation,  a  re- 
volution in  the  Indian  policy  of  the  country. 

C^eorgia  led  the  way.  In  1828,  slie  passed  a  summary 
YiK'Wf  to  lake  efiect  prospectively,  extending  her  jurisdiO' 
laoii,  civil  and  criminal,  over  the  Indan  tribes  witlUn  her 
limits.  In  1829,  this  law,  with  more  specific  provisions, 
%%-aii   re-enacted,  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  June, 
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merous  treaties,  and  demanded  the  execution,  in  their 
favor,  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  governing  the 
intercourse  of  our  citizens  with  the  Indian  tribes.  They 
came  first  to  the  Prendent,  deeming,  and  rightly,  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  afford  them  this  protection.  They  knew 
him  to  be  the  supreme  executive  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment; tliat,  as  such,  he  had  but  one  constitutional  duty  to 
perfbrm  toward  the  ticaties  and  laws — the  duty  of  exe- 
cuting them.  The  President  refused  to  afford'  the  pro- 
tection demanded.  He  informed  them  that  he  had  no 
power,  in  his  view  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  to  prevent 
their  extending  their  laws  over  the  Indians;  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  one  of  his  communications  to  them, 
adds  the  remark,  that  the  President  bad  as  little  inclina- 
tion as  power  to  do  so. 

When  this  decision  of  the  President  was  taken,  does 
not  certainly  appear.  On  the  23d  day  of  March,  1829, 
he  informed  a  delegation  of  Creek  Indians,  that,  if  tliey 
remained,  they  must  become  subject  to  the  law  of  Ala- 
bama. On  the  11th  of  April,  the  superintendent  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  stated  to  the  Cherokee  delegation,  "that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  is  not  now  prepared  to  decide  the  question 
involved  in  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  to  which 
you  refer,  in  which  pi^ovision  is  made  for  extending  the 
laws  of  Georgia  over  your. people,  after  the  1st  of  June, 
1830.  It  is  a  qtiestion  which  will  doubtless  be  the  sub^ 
jcct  of  congressional  inquiry,  and  what  is  proper  in  re- 
gard to  it  will  no  doubt  be  ordered  by  that  body. 

"In  regard  to  the  act  of  Georgia,  no  remedy  exists 

*  short  of  one  which  Congress  alone  can  apply." 

On  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  a  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  the  same  delegation,  tells  them,  in  the 
most  positive  terms,  that  the  Indians  must  submit  to  the 
State  laws. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  the  Secretary,  writing  to  Go- 
vernor Forsytli,  uses  this  language:  "  At  an  early  period, 

*  therefore,  when  this  question  arose,  the  Cherokees  were 

<  given  distinctly  to  understand  that  it  was  not  within  the 

*  competency  or  power  of  the  Executive  to  call  in  qucs- 

*  tion  the  right  of  Georgia  to  assert  her  own  authority  with- 

*  in  her  own  limits;  and  tlie  Preindent  has  been  gratified  to 

<  witness  the  extent  to  which  a  principle  so  reasonable  in 

*  itself,  and  so  vitally,  important  to  State  sovereignty,  has 

<  received  the  approbation  of  his  fellow-citicens.  This  oft 
'  asserted  and  denied  right  being  settled,  on  the  side  of 

*  the  State,  to  the  extent  that  Executive  interference  could 

<  go,  it  was  expected  and  hoped  that  a  little  longer  cont*- 

*  nuance  of  that  fqrbearance  which  Georgia  has  so  long 
*■  indulged,  was  all  that  was  wanted  to  assure  to  her  the  pur- 

*  poses  and  objects  she  liad  before  her;  And  after  a  manner, 
*too,  to  which  philanthropy  could  take  no  exception." 


691 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


692 


H.  OF  R.] 


Indian  Affaif, 


[Flb.  14,  1831. 


Such  was  the  fate  of  the  question  which  was  to  be  the 
subject  of  congressional  inquiry.  In  what  way  that  popu- 
lar sanction  had  been  given,  which  the  President  appears 
to  have  taken  in  li^u  of  any  legislative  decision  on  this 
question,  does  not  appear. 

,  At  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress,  a  memorial  wa? 
presented  to  this  House,  signed  oy  tliree  tliousand  and 
®igbty-five  individuals  of  tlie  Cherokee  tribe.  Another 
memorial  was  laid  upon  our  tables  from  tlie  Creeks.  The 
subject  was  also  presented  to  us  in  the  annual  message  of 
the  President,  disclosing  a  state  of  facts  which  seemed  to 
require,  as  well  as  to  invite,  the  decisi\'e  action  of  Con- 
gress. Finally,  the  public  mind  was  extensively  awaken- 
ed. Very  numerous  memorials,  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
volution which  was  going  on  in  our  Indian  policy,  were 
sent  in  to  Congress.  Some  of  these  (and  of  this  character 
was  the  first  presented)  approved  the  change:  by  far  the 
greater  part  condemned  it. 

"  In  this  way,  the  , question  of  the  right  of  the  State  to 
extend  her  laws  over  Indian  tribes,  in  contravention  of 
treaties  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  brought 
before  Congress  in  the  fullest  and  amplest  manner.  It 
was  not,  however,  directly  met.  The  President  had,  in 
the  recess  of  Congress,  declared  that  he  could  not,  and 
would  not,  enforce  the  treaties  and  laws.  The  Secretary  of 
'War  had  almost  sneered  at  the  idea  that  the  Indians  could 
possess  rights  under  a  treaty  forty  years  old;  as  if  the  va^ 
lidity  of  a  treaty  were,  impaired  by  the  length  of  time  its 
provisions  had  been  in  force.  But  the  treaties  were  still 
preserved  in  our  archives.  The  intercourse  law  founded 
upon  them  still  stood  unrepealed  on  the  statute  book;  ^nd 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  proper  way  in  which  this  ques- 
tion was  to  be  met,  would  have  been  a  proposition  to  re- 
peal the  laws  and  abrogate  the  treaties. 

In  my  judgment,  tliere  was  an  error  in.  the  first  step 
taken  by  the  Preudent  He  decided  a  question  which 
he  had  no  constitutional  competency  to  decide.  When 
the  first  movement  was  made  by  tlie  States,  he  should 
have  interposed  to  maintain  the  treaties  and  enforce  the 
laws,  and  have  referred  the. subject  tp  Congress.  What 
other  power  has  tlic  Executive  over  a  treaty  or  a  law,  but 
to  enforce  it?  The  principle  assumed  by  the  President 
and  by  the  Secretai:y  is,  that,  whenever  the  Executive 
thinks  a  law  unconstitutional,  he  may  forbear  to  execute 
it  Now,  how  will  this  operate  on  other  questions?  Sup- 
pose Mr.  Adams  liad  thought  the  compact  of  1802  uncon- 
stitutional, (as  it  was  held  to  be  in  this  debate  last  winter 
by  a  Senator  from  Alabama,^  could  he  have  refused  to 
^^enforce  it — could  he  have  forborne  to  expend  an  appro- 

Sriation  granted  to  carry  it  into  effect?  The  President 
as  pbiinTy  intimated  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  unconstitutional.  Is  he  thereby  authorized  to  put  it 
out  of  the  pale  of  the  law  ?     A  very  respectable  portion 


may  annul  any  law  and  all  the  laws  in  the  statute  book, 
on  the  simple  opinion  that  they  are  unconstitutionar 

But  what,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  President  to  do^ 
How  is  he  to  proceed  with  an  unconstitutional  lav?  I 
answer  this  question,  by  asking  another:  how  is  he  autho- 
rized to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  a  law  is  unconstitu- 
tional ?  Is  he  created  by  the  constitution  a  funciionKry  to 
pass  on  the  unconstitutionality  of  laws?  I  c:in  tiutl  no 
such  power  given  him  in  the  constitution.  It  is  o»ethin|^ 
Tor  a  law  to  be  ascertained  and  declared  unconstiiutional, 
by  the  competent  tribunal,  and  another  thing  for  it  to  be 
thought  unconstitutional,  by  any  citizen  or  officer  called 
on  to  obey  or  to  enforce  it.  I'hc  citizen  is  nut  bound  to 
obey  an  unconstitutional  law:  for  it  is  no  law.  But,  if  he 
undertakes  to  disobey  a  law,  because,  in  his  private  judg- 
ment, it  is  unconstitutional,  it  is  at  his  risk  and  peril;  aiid 
it  will  not  probably  be  long  before  some  pructs^  of  law 
will  teach  him  that  he  is  not  authorized  finally  to  adjudi- 
cate such  a  question.  An  executive  ofl[icer,  high  or  lov, 
is  certainly  not  bound  to  execute  an  unconstituttoiwl  law; 
but  his  simply  thinking  it  to  be  unconstitutional,  is  a  Tciy 
different  affair. 

Suppose  a  collector  sliould  think  the  tariff  unconstitQ. 
tional,  could  he  forbear  to  collect  the  duty?  Could  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  holding  the  same  opinion,  re- 
mit the  duty?  Could  the  President  direct  his  Sccrc'juy 
to  remit  it? 

In  the  Government  under  which  we  live,  a  power  ii 
provided  to  past  on  the  constitutionality  of  b«s.  The 
President  is  not  that  tribunal.  His  office  is  executive. 
The  opinion  he  holds  of  the  constitutionality  of  a  lav, 
(except  when  called  to  sign  it  on  its  |)assage,)  he  hukis 
not  officially,  but  as  any  otlier  citizen,  at  his  peril;  and, 
as  it  is  his  sworn  duty  to  execute  the  laws,  if  he  refuses 
to  execute  a  law,  for  whatever  cause,  he  is  guilty  of  a 
high  breach  of  official  duty,  and  commiu  an  impeacliahle 
otience.  It  is  tlie  province  of  this  Uousc  to  Uuld  him  to 
his  duty. 

There  is  no  end  to  the  absurd  consequences  which 
would  flow  from  an  opposite  principle.  To  what  woidd 
it  not  lead?  If  the  Preudent  may  annul  a  law  which  be 
tliinks  unconstitutional,  the  Secretary  may  annul  anotiier 
which  he  thinks  unconstitutional;  and  so  may  any  of  h» 
clerks.  The  Clerk  of  your  House  may  refuse  to  carry  a 
bill  which  you  pass  to  the  Senate,  if  he  thinks  it  uncon- 
stitutional: lor,  in  that  case,  it  is  no  more  a  law,  on  Iba 
principle,  tlian  an  old  newspaper.  And,  if  frcntlcinefl 
contend  tliat  they  reserve  to  the  president  alone  iliwda* 
pcnsing  power  of  refusing  to  execute  laws  wluch,  m  hii 
private  judgment,  are  unconstitutional,  tlicy  merely  gvre 
us,  instead  of  the  anarchy  which  would  arise  irom  its  b^ 
ing  possessed  by  all  tlie  executive  officers,  a  perfect 
Oriental  despotism,  produced  by  imparting  it  to  one. 

We  have  heanl  a  good  deal  said  about  nullification,  ana 


of  the  community  regards  the  tariff  as  unconstitutional,        „ 

and  propositions  have  been  made  to  annul  it  by  the  au-  [no  small  opprobrium  attached  to  the  word.  Has  it  never 
thority  of  a  Sute,  and  within  its  limits.  But  who  ever  'occurred  to  some  gentlemen,  willing  enough  to  stiginai»i« 
heard  tliat  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Trca-  that  doctrine,  tliat  they  themselves  have  lent  tlieir  coun- 
sury  might  between  them  declare  it  unconstitutional,  and,  tenance  to  the  same  doctrine,  not  in  tlicory  alone,  but  m 
as  such^  null  and  void?  The  intercourse  law  was  passed, 
as  it  stands,  in  1802{  the  substance  of  it  was  enacted  in 

1791;  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  full  concuiTencej  lands  belonging  ^. , .         j  .. 

of  the  President,  Uys  hb  hand  on  this  law,  which  is  forty  subjects  those  who  trangress  the  hiw  to  a  thousand  oolian 

],  as  such,  not  fine  and  twelve  months'  imprisonment,  and  auilioiY.es "» 


years  old,  tells  us  it  is  unconstitutional,  »nd 
obligatory. 


d& 


Let  us  but  consider  the  extravagance  of  this  doctrine.^  The  President  tells  all  concerned  that  he  will  not  enfuroe 
The  constitution  gives  to  the  President  a  veto  on  an  act  the  law,  because  he  thinks  it  unconstitutional.    1»  » 
of  Congress  in  its  pa.<»age;  an  I,  if  he  withholds  hiss'g-  that   nuUifi^^uUon.^      The  convention  of  the  jn%5*  , 
nature,  it  fails  to  become  a  law.     But,  even  without  the'  "Georgia  decide*  all  Indian  treaties  to  be  unconstituWJi* 
sanction  of  his  name,  without  tlic  Executive  concurrence.   Is  not  that  nullification?    And  yet,  if  I  mistake  not,  p 
which  may  be  withholden  on  the  strs  ground  of  uncon>-  positions  have  been  made  in  the  quarter  where *"'*""* 
stitutlonality,  the  act  becomes  a  law  if  two-thirds  of  Con-'  fication  is  practised  by  wholesale,  to  censure  the  ooctn 
grcss  adhere  to  it.     But  of  wiiat  use  is  this  or  any  other  as  tlieoretically  advanced  in  a  neighboring  Stale. 

«dcni'«  Ttto,  if  he  I     I  hire  rcnwrkcd  that  the  dhxct  way  to  meet  thtf  qtt«^ 


hmiution  on  the  exercise  of  th«  Preiidcni' 


Preadent  to  call  out  a  mihtary  force  to  execute  tlic  )a«r. 

-        —     -     furoc 
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tion  would  have  been  to  propose  a  law  abroji^ting^  the 
treaties  and  repealing^  the  intercourse  law  of  1S02.  But 
a  different  course  whs  pursued.  A  bill  was  presented, 
ably  drawn  and  carefully  worded,  so  as  to  leave  this  ques- 
tion entirely  aside.  Although  the  bill  was  an  inte,c^l  part 
of  the  policy  of  the  States,  designed  to  co-operate  with 
it,  and  in  fact  built  upon  it  as  upon  a  foundation,  it  was 
BO  wonled  as  not,  in  terms,  to  afford  it  any  sanction.  We 
were  obliged  to  gt)  to  the  President's  message,  and  to  the 
re  ports  ofthe  committees  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
to  ascertain  its  character.  We  did  so;  and  we  discussed 
the  policy,  as  it  discovered  itself  in  those  documents. 
But,  harmless  as  the  bill  was  in  its  terms  it  could  no 


Jefferson  gave  this  people  the  ftrst  elements  of  a  system  •' 
of  government,  adapted  to  their  condition,  which  I  wilk 
venture  to  read  to  the  House.  \ 

<*  Mif  ekUdrm,  deputitB  of  the  Cherokee  Upper  Thwns.- 
**  I  have  maturely  considered  the  speeches  you  have 
delivered  me,  and  will  now  g^ve  you  answers  to  the  seve- 
ral matters  they  contain. 

«  You  inform  me  of  your  anxious  desires  to  eng^age  in 
the  industrious  pursuits  of  agriculture  and  civilized  life; 
that,  finding  it  impracticable  to  induce  the  nation  at  large 
to  join  in  this,  you  wish  a  line  of  separation  to  be  esta- 
blished between  thti^- Upper  and  Lower  Towns,  so  as  to 
include  all  the  waters  of  the  Hivk'aasee  in  your  part«  and 


have  passed,  but  for  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen|  that  having  thus  contracted  your  society  within  narrower 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Raxsbt,]  by-  which  limits,  you  propose,  within  these,  to  begin  tlie  establish- 
amendment  it  was  provided  that "  nothing  in  this  act  con^  ment  of  fixed  laws  an*if  regular  Government.  You  say, 
tained  shall  be  construed  as  authorizing  or  directing  the^  tliat  the  Lower  Towns  are  satisfied  with  the  division  you 
violaUon  of  any  treaties  existing  between  the  Unitcil  propose,  and  on  these  teveral  matters  you  ask  my  advice 
States  and  any  Indian  tribe."    1  was  perfectly  well  pe*  and  aid. 

miadcd,  at  the  time,  that  this  proviso  would  be  withoiAj  "  With  respect  to  the  line  of  divinon  between  your- 
practical  effect,  but  it  saved  the  bill  from  being  lost;  and  selves  and  the  Lower  Towns,  it  must  rest  on  the  joint  con- 
now,  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  this  pro.  scot   of  both  parties.     The  ohe  you    propose  appears 


vise  is  held  up  to  show  that  the  Indian  bill  of  last  wintei^ 
docs  not  sanction ^the  compu'soiy  removal  of  the  Indians^ 
that  the  treaties  are  to  be  held  inviolate;  and  that  the 
Indians  are  to  be  protected  in  their  rights;  all  the  while 
that  it  is  perfectly  notorious,  as  I  shall  <£;monstrate  before 
I  sit  down,  that  the  Indians  are  not  to  be  protected;  that 
the  treaties  are  violated;  and  that  tliis  proviso  is  a  ^^^ 
letter. 

The  bill  passed,  we  all  remember  how,  under  the  se- 
verest coercion  by  the  previous  question,  that  I  have  ever 
known,  applied,  too,  far  the  purpose  of  shuttiiHg  out  th^ 
ainciidinent  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mrt 
HaxpuiLi.,]  the  object  of  which  waste  obtain  information 
in  respect  to  the  character  of  the  country  to  which  th ' 
IiHlians  were  to  be  removed.  For  I  beg  it  may  be  r 
collected,  after  all  we  have  heard  of  the  factious  cou 
pursued  by  the  minority,  that  all  we  asked  was  the  adopi 
tion  of  tlie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva/ 
nia,  which  proposed  to  send  a  respectable  commission  int^ 
this  region,  to  see  if  it  be  fit  for  the  habitation  of  the  feft 
low-bemgs  whom  we  are  driving  from  their  homes;  an<| 
that  this  was  denied  us.  Still  the  act  seemed  to  promis^ 
•omething  to  the  Indians,  for  it  bore  on  its  face,  that  thdi 
treaties  were  not  to  be  violated.     The  money  which  it 


moderate,  reasonable,  and  well  defined;  we  are  willing  to 
recognise  those  on  each  side  of  that  line  as  distinct  socie- 
ties, and  if  our  aid  shall  foe  necessary  to  mark  it  more 
plainly  than  nature  has  done,  you  shall  have  it.  I  think 
with  you,  that,  on  this  reduced  scale,  it  will  be  more  easy 
for  you  to  introduce  the  regular  administration  of  laws. 

'<In  proceeding  to  the  establishment  of  laws,  you  wish 
to  adopt  them  from  ours,  and  such  only  for  the  present  as 
suit  your  present  <:ondition;  chiefly,  indeed,  tluMe  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes  and  the  protection  of  propert^r. 
But  who  is  to  determine  which  of  our  laws  suit  your  condi- 
tion, and  shall  be  in  force  with  you }  All  of  you  being 
equally  free,  no  one  has  a  right  to  say  what  shall  be  law  for 
the  others.  Our  way  is  to  put  these  questions  to  the  vote, 
and  to  consider  that  as  law  for  which  the  majority  votes*- 
the  fool  has  as  great  a  right  to  express  his  opinion  by  vote 
as  the  wise,  because  he  is  equally  free,  and  equally  mas- 
ter of  himself.  But  as  it  would  be  inconvenient  for 
all  your  men  to  meet  in  one  place,  would  it  not  be  better 
for  every  town  to  do  as  we  do— that  is  to  say:  Choose  by 
the  vote  ofthe  majority  ofthe  town,  and  ofthe  country  peo- 
ple ntf^arer  to  that  than  to  any  other  town,  one,  two,  three, 
or  more,  according  to  the  size  of  the  town,  of  those 
whom  each  voter  thinks  the  wisest  and  honestest  men  of 


granted  was  g^nted  conditionally:  the  condition  was  con-  their  place,  and  let  these  meet  together,  and  agree  which 
tained  in  a  proviso;  and,  if  that  proviso  were  not  acted  up  of  our  laws  suit  them.  But  these  men  know  nothing  of 
to,  no  appropriation  was  made,  and  no  expenditure  was |our  laws.  How  then  can  they  know  which  to  adopts 
lawful.  Just  two,  or  perhaps  three  days  after  the  passage  [Let  them  associate  in  their  council  our  beloved  man  living 
of  the  act,  the  Georgia  laws  took  effect  and  went  into 0 with  them.  Colonel  Meigs,  and  he  will  tell  them  wliatour 
operation  over  all  the  Indians  included  within  the  nominaulaw  is  on  any  point  they  desire.  He  will  inform  them  also 
boundaries  of  the  State.  '-^^^  of  our  methods  of  doing  business  in  our  counciN,  so  as  to 

And  here  I  reach  a  part  of  the  subject,  on  which  J  preserve  order,  and  to  obtain  the  vote  of  every  member 
dwell  with  g^at  pain — ^the  legislation  of' Georgia  over  the  fairly.     This  council  can  make  a  law  for  giving  to  every 


Ciierokees.  It  is  my  duty  to  inquire  into  the  character  of 
the  Georgia  laws,  against  which  our  interference  is  in- 
▼oked,  and  our  protection  demanded.  I  speak  of  the 
laws  of  Georgia  individually,  and  not  of  the  other  States 
ivho  have  extended  their  jurisdiction  over  the  Indians, 
because  the  legislation  of  Georgia  is  better  known.  I  do 
not  single  out  her  laws  invidiously.  Neither  do  I  pretend 
an  acquaintance  witii  her  whole  code.  I  have  not  seen  it. 
A  few  laws  only,  that  form  a  part  of  it,  have  come  to  my 
Icnowledge;  but  Uiese  are  sufficient  to  establish  my  propo- 
sitiun,  that  these  Indians  have  great  and  just  cause  to  look 


head  of  a  family  a  separate  parcel  of  land,  which,  when  he 
has  built  upon  and  improved,  it  shall  belong  to  him  and  hia 
descendants  forever,  and  which  the  nation  itself  shall  have 
no  right  to  sell  from  under  his  feet.  They  will  determine, 
too,  what  punishment  shall  be  inflicted  for  every  crime. 
In  our  States  generally,  we  punish  murder  only  by  death, 
and  all  otiier  crimes  by  solitary'  confinement  in  a  prison. 

**  But  when  you  shall  have  adopted  laws,  who  ai-e  to 
execute  them  f  Perhaps  it  may  be  best  to  permit  every 
town,  and  the  settlers  in  its  neighborhood  attached  to  it,  to 
select  some  of  their  best  men,  by  a  majority  of  its  voters, 
to  be  judges  in  all  differences,  and  to  execute  the  Ihw  ac- 


^o  uif  for  projection. 

1  will  first  speak  of  the  efleet  ofthe  Georgia  legislation'  cording  to  their  own  Judgment.  Tour  council  of  repre. 
vipoii  the  Cherokee  Ciovemment.  The  Ciierokees,  sir^  sentatives  will  decide  on  this^'  nr  such  other  mcn^c  as  may 
liave  a  very  respectable  representative  Government;  rci  best  suit  you.  I  suggest  these  tluocf^,  my  chihhen,  for  the 
0{>ccta*ile  in  its  character;  respectable  in  its  origin.  Th4  connideration  of  the  Upper  Towjim  of  your  nation,  tn  be 
^11  si  :»k.etch  ofit  proceeded  from  the  same  pen  tliat  draug'ht{  decided  on  as  they  think  best,  an'l  1  SMicrrely  v/sh  you 
«d  our  own  declaration  of  independence.    In  1809|Mri;  may  succeed  in  ^oar  laudable  endeavor*  tosavetlic  re% 
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mains  of  youriifttiony  by  adoptln|f  industrious  occupntions 
and  a  Government  of  regular  laws.  In  this  you  may  rely 
on  the  counsel  and  assistance  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  Deliver  these  words  to  your  people  in 
my  name,  and  assure  them  of  my  friendship.. 

"THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 
"JastuaiitQ,  1809." 

In  1817,  this  Government  received  the  sanction  of  the 
United  States,  in  a  treaty  negotiated  in  that  year  by  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate,  as  a  commissioner  plenipoten- 
tiary for  that  purpose.  In  the  preamble  to  this  treaty,  the 
incidents  of  1809  are  alluded  to;  tiie  purpose  of  the  Che- 
rokees  who  remained  on  this  side  or  the  Mississippi,  to 
begin  the  establishment  of  fixed  laws  and  a  re^lar  Go- 
vernment, is  recognised,  together  wifth  the  promise,  made 
by  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  the  patronage,  aid,  and  good  neigh- 
borhood of  the  United  States,  alike  to  those  who  emigrat- 
ed and  those  who  staid  behind.  This  treaty  was  unani- 
mously ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes.  Thus 
originated  and  thus  confirmed,  the  Cherokee  Government 
subsequently  assumed  a  highly  regular  form,  and  an  im- 
proved organization.  Its  practical  operation  was  excellent, 
and  it  did  the  United  States  no  harm,  because  it  was  as- 
sumed as  tlie  principle  of  our  Government,  that  no  change 
was  to  be  wrought  by  the  improved  institutions  of  the 
Cherokees  on  their  relations  with  us.- 

Of  the  orderly  and  becoming  manner  in  which  the  Che- 
rokee Government  was  conducted,  we  have  the  satisfactory 
testimony  of  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Meriwether,  who 
went  among  them  to  negotiate  a  treaty  in  1823.  1  read  an 
extract  from  a  letter  i^dressed  by  them  to  the  council 
of  tlie  Cherokee  nation,  dated  Newtown,  16th  October, 
1823: 

**  Friends  and  brothers:  We  are  happy  that  a  short 
'time  has  been  oonsomedin  the  Correspondence  between 
'  you  and  the  State  commissioners. 

**  This  has  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  becoming  par- 
'tially acquainted  with  several  meipbcrs  of  this  council. 

*  For  the  whole  body  we  entertain  a  high  respect,  and  we 

*  trust  that  with  some  of  you  we  have  contracted  indivi- 

*  dual  friendships.  In  saying  this,  we  do  no  violence  to 
'  our  feelings,  neither  do  we  lower  the  elevated  character 
'  of  the  United  States.  People  who  have  never  seen  you, 
'  know  but  little  of  your  progress  in  the  arts  of  civilized 

*  life,  and  of  the  regular  and  becoming  manner  in  wliich 

*  your  affairs  are  conducted. 

"  Your  improvement  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon 
'  vourselves,  and  upon  the  Government  by  which  you 
■  have  been  improved  and  fostered." 

Such  was  and  is  the  Cherokee  Government  which  Geor- 
gia has  avowed  her  purpose,  by  one  sweeping  act  of  le- 
gislation, to  put  down.  That  State  has  enacted  a  law 
making  it  highly  penal  to  exercise  any  of  the  functions  of 
i  Uiis  Government.  Chiefs,  headnoen,  members  of  the 
.  council,  jiKlicial  and  executive  officers,  are  all  -subject  to 
four  years'  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,  if  they  pre- 
sume to  exercise  any  of  the  functions  of  Government 
within  their  own  tribe,  and  under  that  constitution  which 
we  originally  and  repeatedly  exhorted  them  to  frame. 

In  this  way  the  greatest  confusion  is  at  once  introduced 
into  the  concerns  of  this  unhappy  people.  Tbeu*  own 
'  Government  is  outlawed,  and  it  is  made  highly  penal  to 
execute  its  functions.  The  protection  of  the  United  states 
IS  withdrawn,  because  Georgia  has  extended  her  laws 
over  the  Indians^  and  Georgia  herself,  although  asserting, 
and  in  many  respects  exercising,  her  jurisdiction,  has  not 
yet  organized  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  keep  the  peace 
among  this  ufHIcted  race.  Their  system  of  Government, 
instead  of  being  regarded  as  almost  all  Goverimients,  how- 
ever defective,  are  entitled  to  be,  as  an  institution  neces- 
sary for  the  wellbeing  of  tlie  people^  which  ought  to  be 
trcft^d  with  tenderness,  and  not  be  destroyed  till  a  sub- 


stitute is  provided,  has  been  abated  and  broken  down  as 
a  nuisance. 

But  among  the  laws  of  Georgia,  extended  over  the 
Cherokeea,  there  are  some  which,  from  their  nature, 
must  take  an  immediate  efTectf  and  among  these  I  cannot 
but  notice  several  whose  operation  must  be  as  injurious 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Indians,  as  tlie  entire  system  is  de- 
structive of  their  rights.  At  the  late  session  of  the  Geonrts 
Legislature,  a  law  was  passed,  *'  that  no  Cherokee  Indian 
•should  be  bound  by  any  contract,  hereafter  to  be  entered 
into,  with  a  white  person  or  persons;  nor  shall  sny  In- 
dian be  liable  to  be  fined  in  any  of  the  courts  of  law  or 
equity  in  this  State^  on  such  a'  contract."  I  am  av'are 
that  laws  of  this  kind  have  been  found  necessar)*  among 
the  dwindling  remnants  of  tribes,  in  some  of  the  States, 
whose  members  are  so  degenerate  that  they  are  un&ble 
to  preserve,  against  the  arts  of  corrupt  white  men,  the 
little  property  they  possess.  But  among  the  Cherokees 
are  men  of  intelligence  and  shrewdness,  who  have  acqui^ 
ed  and  possess  large  accumulations  of  property— houses, 
shops,  plantations,  stock,  mills,  ferries,  and  other  vahiabk 
possessions;  men  who  understand  property  and  its  uses  as 
well  as  we  do,  and  who  need  all  the  laws  which  property 
requires  for  its  judicious  management.  Notwithstanding 
this,  Georgia,  at  one  blow,  makes  all  these  people  incapa- 
ble of  contracting.  Men  as  competent  as  ourselves  to  all 
business  transactions,  are  reducea  by  a  sweeping  law  to  t 
state  of  pupilage. 

[Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Gcoryia,  explained,  that  this  law 
was  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  to  prevent  their 
being  imposed  on.  That  it  did  not  release  white  men 
fi-om  their  engagements  to  Indians,  but  Indians  from  their 
engagements  to  white  men.] 

t  understood  and  sUted  the  law,  said  Mr.  E.,  precisely 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ge6r{^  states  it.  I  know  this 
character  may  be  claimed  for  the  law.  But  how  docs  it 
seek  the  benefit  of  the  Indians?  By  reducing  them  to  a 
state  of  minority.  Sir,  it  is  for  the  benefit  and  protection 
of  children,  that  they  are  unable  to  contract  {  but  still 
they  are  cliildren,  and  the  law  holds  tlicm  to  their  infancy. 
And  wliat  sort  of  a  boon  is  it  to  men  of  ]aTf^  property  and 
active  dealings,  to  pass  a  law  releasing  them  from  il«if 
contracts?  Does  it  not  directly  follow,  that,  if  thty  can- 
not be  held  to  thpir  contracts/ no  one  will  contract  with 
them?  and  that  the  apparent  limitation  of  tlie  law,  whrch 
exempts  the  Indian,  while  it  binds  the  white  man,  is  ilhi- 
sory;  for  who  will  contract  with  a  person  who  is,  by  Uw, 
exonerated  from  compliance  with  his  engagements^  Such 
a  law  can  have  no  other  effect  among  Indians  than  among 
white  men;  and  what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  b«isine» 
of  a  community  of  white  men,  to  enact  a  law  releasing 
them  from  all  engagements  into  which  they  might  enter 

By  the  law  of  Georgia,  of  1829,  the  testimony  of  « 
Indian  was  declared  inadmissible  in  any  case  in  which  J 
white  man  is  a  party.  Thb  law  was  generally  condemned 
during  the  discussions  of  last  year.  The  objections  taken 
to  it  were  declared  by  some  of  tlie  advocates  of  the  «<*""* 
pursued  by  Georgia  to  be  unreasonable,  captious,  and 
groundless,  and  were  set  down  to  the  score  of  morbid  sen- 
sibility and  political  philanthropy.  Now,  wliat  has  been  the 
practical  operation  of  tlus  feature  in  the  Georgia  law?  Go- 
vernor Gilmer  thus  describes  it  in  his  message,  at  the  open. 
ing  of  the  late  session  of  the  Georgia  Legislature? 

"  It  is  also  due  to  our  Indian  people,  that  tliat  proTision 
« in  the  law  of  1829  should  be  repealed,  which  prerenls 

*  Indians,  and  the  descendants  of  Indians,  from  bemfc^com- 

*  petent  witnesses  in  the  coui*ts  of  the  State,  in  cases 

*  where  a  white  man  is  a  party.  The  present  law  ^^P^ 
« them  to  great  oppression,  while  its  repeal  would  proo*- 

*  biy  injure  no  one.     Attempts  have  been  made  to  strP 

*  them  of  their  property  by  forged  contracts,  because  of 
« the  impossibility  of  defending  their  rights,  by  the  tesu- 

*  mony  of  those  who  alone  can  Knowthtm.  And  although 


697 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


698 


Feb.  14,  1831.] 


Indian  Affaxn, 


[H.  OF  R. 


*  the  moral  feeling  of  our  frontier  community  has  been 
*too  correct  to  permit  such  infamous  proceeding  to 
<  effect  their  end<,   yet  the  chamcter  of  our  legislation 

*  for  justice  requires  that  the  rights  of  those  people 
'  should  not  be  exposed  to  such  danger." 

Such  is  the  character  which  Governor  Gtlmer  gives  of 
this  law,  and  of  its  operation,  f  have  heard  some  details 
of  the  oppressions  to  which  be  alludes.  1  have  no  rea.sort 
to  doubt  their  truth;  but  I  will  not  repeat  them  to  the 
House,  without  vouchers  to  support  them.  I  will  only 
add,  that  this  law  rejecting  the  testimony  of  Indians,  re« 
mains  unrepealed;  and  that  their  rights  and  property  are 
still  dependent  on  **the  moral  feeling  of  the  frontier  com« 
munity"  of  Georgia.  That  frontier  community  must  havtf 
better  feelings  and  principles  than  usually  actuate  a  part 
of  every  community,  if,  in  the  continued  operation  of 
this  law,  the  Indians  are  not  subjected  to  the  most  grievous 
oppressions. 

1  will  mention  another  law  of  the  new  code.  Its  design 
may  be  imperfectly  apprehended  by  me:  and  if  1  err  m 
the  motive  for  which  1  suppose  it  was  enacted,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  excused,  on  the  ground  of  the  g^reat  difficulty  of 
picking  up  here  and  there— one  law  in  this  newspaper, 
and  another  in  that^the  information  which,  as  it  seems 


as  the  lustory  or  the  memory  of  this  generation  lasts;  yes, 
sir,  as/lung  as  the  earth  and  the  heavens  shall  last.*  The 
law  I  have  quoted  is  supposed  to  aim  at  their  exclusion. 

Thus  far  it  is  possible  that  Georgia  (and  I  again  beg 
leave  to  say  that  I  name  tliat  State  not  invidiously)  may 
be  thought  by  some  persons  not  to  have  gone  beyond 
some  abstract  right  of  civil  jurisdiction,  capable  of  being 
reconciled  with  a  •■  possessory  right,"  in  which  the  Indi- 
ans were  promised  by  the  Executive  to  be  protected* 
But  Georgia  has  not  stonpe<l  here.    In  the  course  of  the 
year  1829,  it  was  found  that  this  region  possessed,  and 
probably  in  abundance,  veins  of  gold.     As  soon  as  tl)is 
discovery  was  made,  intruders  from  eveiT  quarter,  and 
from  all  the  States  in  the  neighborhood,  flocked  into  the  \ 
gold  region,  and  overran  the  land.    The  Indians  demand-  { 
ed  their  removal  by  the  agent.     The  agent  referred  the.' 
case  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
gave  the  requisite  ortlers  for  their  removal.     This  took 
place  before  the  1st  day  of  June,  1830.     That  day  the 
laws  of  Georgia  took  effect.    And  very  shortly  afterwards 
I  read  a  proclamation  in  the  papers,  proceeding  from  a 
gentleman  whom  I  most  highly  respect,  the  present  Go- 
vernor of  Georgia,  and  which  appeared  tabe  of  a  character 
so  strange  and  unexpected,  that  I  could  scarcely  credit 
to  me,  ought  to  tuive  been  spread  before  us,  in  an  ample  my  senses  as  I  read  it.     Let  me  read  a  portion  of  this  pro- 
dcta'd,  to  enlighten  and  guide  our  legislation.     The  law^^lamation  to  the  House,  which  bears  date  3d  June,  1830. 
to  which  lallade,  subjects  all  white  persons,  who  shaU!       *<  Whereas  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  lands  in  the 
reside  within  the  Ciierokee  country   without  a  permit'  ,*  territory  now  occupied  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  with- 
from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  or  such  agent  as  the  Gop  '  in  the  limits  of  thii  State,  ibdimd  with  valuable  minerals, 
vernor  shall  authorize,  and  who  shall  not  have  taken  atT]  <  and  especially  gold:  and  whereas  the  State  of  Georgia^ 
oath  of  allegiance  as  a  citizen  of  Georgia,  to  four  year^  <  has  the  fee  simple  title  to  said  lands,  and  the  entire  andS 
imprisonment  at  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary.     Now,^'  <  exclusive  property  of  M.^  gold  and  silver  therein:  and/ 
should  be  glad  to  be  informed  where,  on  her  own  prii^^  '  whereas  numerous  persons,  citizens  of  this  and  other  ^ 
ciples,  Georgia  gets  the  right  to  exact  such  an  oath  from/  *  States,  together  with  the  Indign  occupni\ts  of  said  terri- 
all  persons  resident  on  her  soil,  granting  the  Cherokeelj  *  torjr,  taking  advantage  of  the  law  of  this  State,  by  which 
country  to  be  her  soil.     The  constitution  of  the  Unitea  '  its  jurisdiction  over  said  territory  was  nut  assumed  until 


States  gfivcs  Georgia  no  such  right.  It  is  there  provided/ 
that  **  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States." 
Grant  that  the  country  is  subject  to  her  laws:  what  right 
has  she  to  tender  to  the  citizens  of  another  Stale  an  oath 
of  allegiance  as  citizens  of  Georgia^  If  I  gt>  to  Savannah 
or  MiUedgeville,  and  demean  myself  peaceably,  I  wish  to 
know  what  right,  under  the  constitution,  Georgia  pos- 
sesses to  shut  mc  up  to  hard  labor  in  her  penitentiary,  if 
1  will  not  take  an  oath,  as  a  citizen  of  that  State.*  I  am 
told  that  this  law  is  intended  to  strike  at  the  missioairies. 


I  do  not  assert  the  fact,  nor  ascribe  motives  to  men  of  '&c.    All  further  trespass  on  Uieir  own  lunds,  and  all  fur 


bodies  of  men.  If  this  is  its  design,  as  it  will  unquestiona 
bly  be  its  effect,  I  trust  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
missionaries  were  introduced  into  the  Cherokee  nation 
umler  very  respectable  auspices.  It  was  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Maciison,  and  with  the  express  consent 
and  approbation  of  Mr.  Crawford,  while  this  gfentlemaif 
held  the  office  of  Secretary  of  War«  His  letter  to  Mr. 
Kingsbury,  to  this  effect,  is  among  the  documents  for- 
merly communicated  to  the  House.  The  missionaries  were 
then  promised  the  protection,  countenance,  and  co-opefa- 
tion  of  the  Government;  and  the  annual  appropriation  for 
ch'ilizing  the  Indians  was  recommended  to  be  made,  and 
has  be<ni  applied  in  furtherance  of  their  operations.  They 
are,  to  say  the  very  least,  an  innocent  and  harmless  class 
of  men.  They  expressly  disclaim  having  interfered  in  the 
politic  il  relations  of  the  Cherokees  with  the  United  States. 
They  have  unquestionably  been  the  instruments  of  great 
good.  If  this  region,  and  its  ilMhted  inhabitants,  were 
swallowed  up  to-morrow  by  an  earthqtiake,  and  sunk 
from  existence,  the  missionaries  would  have  left  monu- 
ments of  tlieir  benevolent  labor.",  which  will  last  as  long 


<  the  1st  day  of  June  last  past,  have  been  engaged  in  dig- 

*  g^'^^g"  'or  S**Jd  •"  "^'^  land,  and  taking  therefrom  great 

*  amounts  in  value,  thereby  appropriating  riches  to  them- 

*  selves,  which,  of  right,  equally  belonged  to  every  other 

*  citizen  of  the  State,  and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 

*  State,  and  to  the  injury  of  its  public  resources,"  &c.  And 
then  the  Governor  warns  «*  all  persons,  whether  citizens 

*  of  this  or  other  States,  or  Indian  occupants,  to  cease  all 

<  further  trespass  on  the  lands  of  this  State,  and  especially 

*  from  taking  any  gold  or  silver  from  the  lands  included 

*  within  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Cherokee  Indians," 


ther  digging  for  their  own  gold ! 

It  is  true  the  Governor,  in  his  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  late  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  attempts 
to  justify  this  strange  pretension.  ••The  nglit  thus  as- 
serted," says  he,  **  was  supposed  to  be  established  by 
the  customary  law  of  all  the  European  nations  who  made 
discoveries,  or  formed  colonies,  on  the  continent,  by  the 
fee  simple  or  allodial  title,  which  belongs  to  tlie  State,  to 
all  lands  within  its  limits,  not  already  granf;:d  away,  and 
the  absence  of  all  right  in  the  Indians,  tliey  never  having 
appropriated  the  mineral  riches  of  the  earth  to  their  own 
use."  Neither  had  Georgia  appropriated  these  mines  by 
occupation.  As  soon  as  tlic  Cherokees  knew  their  exist- 
ence, they  proceeded  to  take  possession  of,  .'^nd  to  work 
them,  till  they  were  driven*away  by  the  laws  of  Georgia, 
and  the  troops  of  the  United  States.  Wlwit  foicc  tliere 
can  be  in  the  English  common  law  of  fee  simple  and  ullo- 
dial  title,  to  control  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  a  tribe  of  Indians,  I  confess  my  ina- 
bility to  imaginC'     The  argfument  from  the  customary  law 


*  I  hcrse  aiv  the  temu  of  the  ostb:  ■*  I,  A.  B.,  <lo  •olrtnniy  ■w«ar, 
or  ftflinn,  at  Uic  csmc  muy  bi',  thnt  I  wiU  auppuri  and  deivnd  the 
c'm<titution  of  (icor|;ia,  and  uprighllj  dviurau  mj'aclf  at  a  cuiseii 
thcrrof,** 


*  Much  infurmation  rrlatimo  ttiv  charaeUTaiul  nptrnlirmH  of  iha 
miMiiiiinriM  amoitg  ihe  liuhmi  inb<*«.  m<iy  Ik-  loui.d  in  ih«-  iiu  munal 
\4*  CuiigrvM  (•(*  tlir  PruriL'tit'al  Cotiiniitttt:  uf  the  Buurd  uf  Cumiint* 
fiunen  uf  fom|;n  Miwiuii*.  |MiL-«en(rd  to  ih?  U<»uh'  kX  U<*pn.svma« 
ttvct  by  Itr.  C-,  on  tht-  14'b  of  February. 
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of  the  European  conqmstadorea  proves  a  great  deal  too 
iTHich.  It  woalil  justify  the  Governor^  not  only  in  seizing 
the  fold  mines,  but  in  reducing  the  Imlians  themselves  to 
bondage,  and  to  labor  in  the  mines.  The  Portug^iese  did 
this,  and  so  did  the  Spaniards.  Tlie  slave  trade  was  pro- 
jected by  the  benevolent  Las  Casas,  to  relieve  the  Indians 
from  digging  their  own  ^Id  for  their  conquerors. 

When  this  subject  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  at  tiie  last  session,  I  certainly  did  not  entertain 
vei7  fi*vorable  auguries  of  the  treatment  whicli  the  Che- 
rokces  were  IJcvly  to  receive;  but  it  never  entered  into 
my  head  that  they  were  to  be  denied  a  right  to  their  own 
mines.  On  the  contrary,  I  assumed  it  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  tliey  were  the  lawful  and  admitted  owners  of 
this  minei'.'il  weahh.  Having,  in  the  course  of  my  re- 
marks on  this  subject,  had  occasion  to  allude  to  the  m- 
truders  into  the  gold  region,  before  1  could  finish  the 
sentence  in  which  I  made  that  allusion,  a  gentleman,  who 
voted  for  the  Indian  bill,  interrupted  me,  with  the  prompt 
assunince  tliat  these  intruders  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  Executive.  I  was  gratified  at  the  informa- 
tion, although  it  was,  then  no  more  (as  I  thought)  tlian  a 
matter  of  course..  My  next  information  on  the  subject 
was  derivetl  from  Governor  Gilmer's  proclamation,  claim- 
ing for  Georgia  the  absolute  property  of  the  gold  mines, 
aiul  warning  the  Indians  to  desist  fiom  digg'ing  them. 

Kxti-aordinary  as  this  is,  1  fear  something  more  extraor- 
dinary remains  to  be  told.  By  the  intercourse  law,  <h<* 
Executive  is  authorized  to  employ  the  military  force  of 
the  United  States  to  remove  intruders  from  lands  belong* 
ing  or  secured  to  Iiulians  by  treaty.  This  power  has  se- 
veral times  been  exercised.  Eut  the  Indians  also  possess, 
by  treaty,  the  right  of  proceeding  summarily  to  redress 
themselves.  Ttiey  possess  the  right  by  the  treaty  of 
Ilolston,  negotiated  in  1791.  The  Secretary  of  War,  in 
alluding  to  the  right  which  the  Indians  thus  possess,  under 
the  treaty  ofllolston,  speaks  of  it  disparagingly  as  a  treaty 
forty  years  okl.  But  it  will  be  recollected. that,  with  all 
the  otlicr  treaties,  it  was  confirmed  by  an  express  article 
in  that  of  1817.  What  are  the  terms  in  which  this  right 
is  secured  to  the  Indians  by  the  treaty  of  Hokton? 

"If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other  person, 
'  not  being  an  Indian,  sliall  settle  on  any  of  the  Cherokee 
Maud**,  such  person    sliall  forfeit  the   protection  of  the 

*  United  States,  and  tlie  Cherokees  may  punisii  him  or 
«  not,  as  they  please." — Treaty  of  Hohton^  Jirt  Slh. 

In  pursuance* of  this- right,  guarantied  by  treaty,  but 
flowing  from  that  law  of  nature  which  is  before  all  treaty, 
the  Indians  liave  exercised  this  power  of  protecting  them- 
selves from  intruders:  nor  was  it,  that  I  know  of,  ever 
questioned  by  any  administration  till  this.  It  has  re- 
Cf'iVedthc  sanction  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  in  the 
amplest  terms.  In  a  letter  to  Path  Killer,  and  other  Che- 
rokee chiefs,  dated  Head  Quarters,  Nashville,  18th  Jan. 
1821,  General  Jackson  tlius  expressed  himself: 

«*  Friends  and  brothers:  I  have  never  told  a  red  bro- 
« ther  a  he,  nor  deceived  him.     The  intruders,  if  they  at- 

*  tempt  to  return,  will  be  sent  off.  But  your  light-liorse 
'should  not  let  them  settle  down  on  your  land.  You 
•ought  to  drive  the  stock  away  from  your  laitds,  and  de- 
'  liver  the  intruders  to  the  agent;  but  if  you  cannot  keep 

*  intniderafrom  your  land,  report  ^t  to  the  agent,  and,  on 
*his  notice,  I  will  drive  them  from  your  land.    I  am  your 

*  friend  and  brother, 

"ANDREW  JACKSON.** 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  conferred  on  the  tribe, 
by  the  treaty  of  Ilolston,  an  authority  to  the  exercise  of  i 
which  they  harl  been  exhorted,  a  few  years  ago,  by  Gene- 1 
ral  .Tackson,  and  of  which  the  validity  was,  I  believe,  never  i 
questioned  before,  the  Cherokees,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  year,  in  consequence  of  the  number  and  dii^rderly 
conduct  of  the  intruders  upon  their  Iand%  proceeded  to 


remove  a  portion  of  them,  l^his  step^  which  they  vert 
fHrrfectly  warranted  to  take,  occasioned  a  hostile  incu^ 
s'on  from  Georgia,  in  the  rcsidt  of  which  one  Indisn  was 
killed,  and  aome  others  wounded  and  carried  prisoners 
into  Georgia.  Tliis  occurrence  occasioned  the  detsch- 
ment  of  a  party  of  United  States'  troops  into  the  Chero* 
kee  coimtry,  who  accordingly  came,  rather,  as  it  would 
u;em,  to  protect  the  intruders  from  tlie  Clierokees,  than  the 
CIterokees  from  the  intruders.  Being  there,  orders  uere 
given  to  the  troops  to  remove  intnulers  from  tlie  gold  re> 
(pon,  and  th«se  orders  were  at  first  complied  with,  but 
with  partial  success:  for,  as  soon  as  a  band  of  gold  diif. 
gcrs  were  driven  from  one  spot,  they  settled  in  anotlicr, 
like  hungry  vultures  frightened  from  their  pfcy.  They 
are  said  to  have  been  a  coUuviea  of  all  classes  and  chsnc- 
ters;  a  lawless  and  desperate  gang.  And  here  ensued  s 
scene  of  a  character  bortlerjng  on  comedy,  if  any  tiling 
can  be  considered  burlesque  in  so  grare  a  matter.  I  gire 
it  as  it  is  related  in  the  memorial  of  the  Cherokee  Indians^ 
on  our  tables: 

f  *  In  another  case»  in  the  name  and  authority  of  €»eorge 
R.  Gilmer,  Governor  of  Georgia,  a  bill  was  filed  in  chan- 
cery, in  the  superior  court  of  Hall  county,  in  July  \iA, 
against  certain  sundry  Cherokees,  praying  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  stop  them  from  digging  and  searching  for  gold 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  nation;  and  the  bill  being 
sworn  to  before  the  same  A.  S.  Clayton,  he  awarded  an 
injjiinction  against  the  parties  named  in  the  bill  as  defend* 
ants,  commanding  them,  forthwith,  to  desist  from  work* 
ing  on  those  mines,  under  tlie  penalty  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  at  a  time  and  place  where  there  were  unmolested 
several  thousand  intruders  from  Georgia  and  otlier  States, 
engaged  in  robbing  the  nation  of  gold,  for  which  the 
owners  were  ordered  not  to  work  by  tlie  said  writ.  Un- 
der the  authority  of  this  injunction,  the  sheriff  of  Hall 
county,  with  an  armed  force,  invaded  the  nation,  consit- 
ing  of  a  colonel,  a  captain,  and  thirty  or  forty  niditiaof 
the  State  of  Gcor^a,  who  arrested  a  number  of  Chero- 
kees engaged  in  digging  for  gold,  who  were  at  first  ret- 
cued  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States  stationed  near 
the  place,  and  the  sheriff  and  his  party  themselves  made 
prisoners,  and  comlucted  fifteen  miles  to  tlie  military 
camp,  when  a  council  of  examination  was  hekl,  and  tbe 
exhibition  of  their  respective  authorities  was  made,  which 
resulted  in  the  release  of  the  sheriff  and  liis  part}',  and  a 
written  order  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United 
States*  troops,  directing  the  Chert>kees  to  submit  to  tbe 
authority  of  Georgia,  and  that  no  fitrther  protection  could 
be  extended  t#  the  Cherokees  at  the  g<»ld  mines,  as  he 
could  no  longer  interfere  with  the  laws  of  Georgia,  but 
would  all'ord  aid  in  carrying  tlicm  into  execution.  On  the 
return  of  the  sheriff  and  his  party,  they  passed  by  the 
Cherokees,  who  were  still  engaged  in  digging  for  gold* 
and  ordered  them  to  desist,  under  the  penalty  of  being 
committed  to  jail,  and  proceeded  to  destroy  tlicir  tools 
and  machinery  for  gleaning  gold,  and,  after  committing 
some  further  ;< agression,  tliey  returned.  Shortly  afte^ 
wards,  the  sheriff,  with  a  gu^rd  of  four  men,  ami  a  pro- 
cess from  the  State  of  Georgia,  arrested  tlirec  Cherokees 
for  disobeying  the  injunction,  while  peaceably  engage<l'n 
their  labors,  and  conducted  them  to  Wailkinsvillc,  a  di** 
tance  of  seventy-five  miles,  before  the  same  A.  S.  CUy- 
ton,  who  then  and  there  sentenced  them  to  pay  a  fine  of 
ninety-three  dollars,  cost,  and  stand  committed  to  prison 
until  paid,  and  also  compelle<l  them  to  give  tlicir  bond  m 
the  siun  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  tlieir  personal  ap- 
pearance before  his  next  court,  to  answer  tlie  charge*  of 
violating  tlie  writ  of  injunction  aforesaid.  In  custody  th^ 
were  retained  five  days,  paid  the  cost,  gave  the  rtq"i»^ 
bond,  and  did  appear  accordingly,  as  bound  by  Jutlgt 
Clayton,  who  dismissed  them  on  the  ground  tliat  the  Go- 
vernor of  Georgia  could  not  become  a  prosecutor  in  the 
case.    For  the  unwarrantable  outride  committed  on  their 
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liberty  and  persons,  no  apology  was  made,  and  the  cost 
they  had  paid  was  not  refunded." 

I  confess,  when  I  first  read  the  account  of  this  incident, 
in  the  papers  last  summer,  I  su|i;)nscd  it  was  the  wild 
freak  of  some  inconsiderate  subaltern;  I  did  not  imap^ine 
that  it  could  have  taken  place  by  onlci*  from  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States.  The  affair  is  but  partially  ex- 
plained in  any  document  I  have  seen;  but  thus  much  is 
certain,  that  orders  were  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
the  Cherokee  agent,  and  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  to  forbid  the  Cherokees  as 
well  as  the  intrtwlers  from  digging  the  g^ld  mines.  On 
the  26th  June,  1830,  an  order  was  issued  from  t!ie  War 
Department  at  AVashington  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
United  States' troops  in  the  Cherokee  country,  **djrect- 

*  ing  him,  until  further  orders,  to  prevent  all  persons 
•from  working  tlie  mines,  or  searching  for  or  carrying 
•away  g^ld  or  silver,  or  either  metal,  from  the  Cherokee 
•nation.** 

This  order  was  communicated  by  the  agent  to  ^Ir. 
Ross,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  in  a  letter 
dated  10th  July,  1830,  in  which  he  says:    ••!  have  :ilso 

*  enclosed  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  War  Dcpart- 
•ment,  on  the  subject  of  the  gold  mines,  by  which  you 
« w^ill  see  that  all  persons  are  onlered  to  be  kept  from 

*  digging  for  gold  until  further  order;  and  have  to  request 

*  that  you  will,  in  such  way  as  you  think'  best,  make  it 

*  known  to  the  Indians,  and  also  that  you  will  advise  tlicm 

*  to  desist  for  the  present,  as  I  am  very  desirous  diat  no 
•difficulties  should  take  place  between  the  United  States' 

*  troops  and  them  on  tlie  subject." 

And  now,  sir,  I  think  I  may  safely  appeal  to  many  gen- 
tlemen of  the  House,  who  voted  for  tlie  Indian  bill  last 
•winter,  whether  it  entered  into  their  imaginations  t!iat, 
under  that  bill,  and  with  its  proviso,  the  In<lia:)s  should 
be  prohibited  by  the  armed  force  of  the  United  States 
from  digging  gold  within  the  limits  securctl  to  them  by 
Tnimerous  treaties.  There  were  gentlemen,  I  know,  who 
voted  for  the  bill,  condemning  the  policy  of  which  it  is  a 
part,  but  deeming  it  necessary  to  save  the  Indians.  Others 
thought  something  ought  to  be  done,  in  consequence  of 
the  compact  of  1802.  Otiiers  were  influenced  by  some 
refined  notion  of  a  jurisdiction  co-extensive  with  the  char- 
ter. Did  any  of  them  mean  or  intend  that,  within  less 
tiian  a  twelvemonth — ^\vithin  less  than  three  months — after 
ailopting  a  proviso  that  the  treaties  should  not  be  violated, 
the  CUerakees  sliould  be  driven,  by  the  bayonet  of  our 
United  States*  troops,  from  gold  mines  witliin  tl>c  boun- 
daries securecl  to  them  by  treaty  and  law?  The  wimling 
up  of  this  affair  was  in  keeping  with  its  commcnccn'.ent 
and  progress.  The  object  of  marching  the  troops  into 
the  Cherokee  country,  according  to  Major  General  ]^Lv 
comb,  •«  was  to  gtiard  against  the  difficulties  which  it  was 
apprehended  would  grow  out  of  tlie  conflicting  operations 
of  the  Cherokees  and  tlie  lawless  intruders  \ipoji  U\e  mi- 
neral district  within  the  State  of  Georgia.  Having  ful- 
filled the  instructions  of  the  Government,  the  troops  were 
directed  to  return  for  the  winter  to  their  respective 
quarters." 

On  the  29th  of  October  last.  Governor  Gilmer  wrote 
to  the  Jiecrttary  of  War,  requesting  the  removal  of  the 
troops,  on  the  ground  that  the  State  of  Georgia  could  en- 
force her  own  laws.  On  tlie  lOlh  of  November,  the  Se- 
cretary answers  him,  that,  previously  to  the  receipt  of  his 
letter,  (two  days  before,)  the  troops  had  been  ordered 

out  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  because  the  purpoes  for'tionul,  and  was  so  argiicd  to  be  in  the  Senate  last  winter. 
which  they  had  been  sent  into  it  were,  in  a  great  mea-  If  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  of  this  territory  were  already 
sure,  accomplished. "  This  object,  according  tti  the  gene-  Georgia's,  the  United  Stales  had  no  righi  to  interfi  re  with 
ral  commanding  in  chief,  was  to  prevent  coll.Siifns  it,  not  even  to  extinguish  the  Indian  t.'.lc  nn  peaccalile  and 
between  the  Cherokees  and  lawless  intruders  into  the  reasonable  tenns.  Uidess  tlie  pHiiciples  of  the  constitu 
gold  district.     It  was  answered,  by  removing  both"! 

And  here  it  is  obvious  to  ask,  how,  on  tlie  grotmd  as- 
finmed  by  Georgia,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Kxccutivi:  of 


the  United  States,  the  President  could  feel  himself  autlio- 
rized  to  employ  the  armed  force  of  the  United  States  in 
removing  gold  diggers,  lawless  or  lawful,  Indians  or  wliite 
men,  from  the  gold  mines  of  Georgia,  if  Georgia's  they 
must  be }  It  is  not  his  duty  to  enforce  the  laws  of  Geor- 
gia, nor  to  protect  her  property.  She  maintains  that  she 
is  able  to  do  it  herself.  Nay,  the  still  broader  question 
presents  itself — what  right,  on  the  ground  assumed  by 
Georgia  ami  the  Executive,  have  we  to  go  upon  the  soil 
of  Georgia  to  remove  or  bribe  away  a  pail  of  her  sub- 
jects or  citizens?  What  right  to  keep  an  at^^ent  there,  or 
to  pay  them  an  annuity?  Am  I  answered,  it  is  done  in 
pursuance  of  treaties?  The  treaties  arc  declared  uncon- 
stitutional and  void.  Sir,  it  happen*  now  to  accoixl  a'ith 
the  interest  of  Georgia  to  permit  it,  but  surely  she  wiU 
not  bend  her  principles  to  her  interest. 

It  has  been  urged  against  the  Colonization  Societ}',  on 
very  high  authority,  that  it  is  unconstitutional  for  the 
tJnited  States  to  go  into  a  State  to  remove  a  part  of  its 
colored  powulation.  In  a  very  able  report  made  to  the 
Senate,  I  think  at  the  first  session  of  tlie  twentieth  Con- 
gress, I  find  the  r>l!owing  argument: 

••Heforethey  leave  this  partofthc  suhject,  the  com- 

*  mittee  will  observe  that  the  framt  rs  of  the  constitution 
'most  wisely  abstained  fpom'' bestowing  upon  tl)c  Govcrn- 

*  ment,  thereby  created,  any  powers  whatever  over  the  co- 

*  lored  population,  as  such,  whctlier  this  population  was 
'bond  or  free. 

"  If  the  United  States  possess  the  right  to  intrude  into 

*  any  State,  forilie  purpose  of  witlidraw'ng  from  thence 
'itf  free  colored  population,  they  undoubtedly  must  exert 
'prac'icftlly  tlie  power  of  previously  deeiding  what  pcr- 

*  sons  .^rc  embraced  witliin  this  description.     They  must 

*  liavc  the  power  of  determining  finally  not  only  who  are 

*  colored,  but  who  arc  fife  pcrsnns..  Tliis  committee  be- 
*l:eve,  however,  that  any  attempt,  by  the  Unite<l  Stales, 

*  to  exercise  such  u  power,  would  not  only  be  a  direct  vio- 
'  Uti(m  of  tlic  constitution,  but  must  be  producti\  c  of  the 

*  worst  cfl\'cts.'*  - — ^ 
Now,  ST,  it  is  not  necessary  to  consider  how  far  this  [ 

argviment  applies  to  the  operations  of  the  Colonization  < 
Sec  cty.     Hut  on  th^  principle  that  the  Indian  country  ii  | 
a  part  of  iJie  soil,  and  its  occupants  a  portion  of  the  peo-  : 
pie  of  the  State,  I  cinifess  I  do  not  sec  how  gentlemen  t 
wlio  stand  on  the  ground  of  Slate  riglits  and  strict  con-  » 
btr^clion  cf  the  constitution,  can  move  an  incli  in  this  \ 
mattir.    What,  sir,  constitutional  for  tlie  Gtnend  Govern-    . 
ment  to  go  into  the  counties  of  (ieorgia,  into  Ilal!  and 
liaberslum,  to  get  tlie  peofde  of  those  counties  together 
— people  sishjeet  to  the  laws  of  Georgia — make  a  compact 
with  them  to  move  away  in  a  body— take  millions  of  mo- 
ney out  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  toefl'ect  this 
object — to  enable  the  President  to  go  upon  the  soil  of 
Geor^a,  and  buy  off  her  people!     In  what  ])art  of  the 
constitution,  on  the  principles  \^hich  gentlemen  set  up,  is 
there  a*word  to  Warrant  such  a  policy,  or  to  justify  an  ap- 
propriation of  money  to  caiTy  it  into  operation? 

1  know  it  has  been  answered,  that  it  is  constitutional  to 
fulfil  a  compact.  I  must  own  that  this  mode  of  getting  at 
a  grant  of  power  is,  for  statesmen  who  advocate  a  strict 
constitution,  liberal  enough.  Accord'ng  to  tliis  ])nnciplc, 
the  General  Government  may  enter  into  a  compact  to  do 
an  unconstitutional  tiling,  and  it  thereby  becomes  consll- 
tuticnial.  On  the  ground  upon  which  tliis  new  Indan 
policy  rests,  the  compact  of  1802  was  itself  unconst.lu- 


tion  vary  with  tl«c  complexicm  of  tliose  who  arc  the  sub- 
jects of  its  provisions,  the  United  Slates  have  just  as  little 
right  to  enter  into  compact  to  eitinguish  the  title  of  the 
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red  inci»  of  one  comity  of  Gcorg'ia,  as  that  of  the  white 
men  of  anotluT  county.  The  gentlemen  are  actually 
obliged  to  come  to  iis  for  principles  on  which  they  can  re- 
move the  Indians.  Unless  the  treaties  are  valid,  the  United 
States  have  no  power  to  act  in  this  matter.  Gentlemen 
deny  the  validity  of  the  treaties,  in  order  to  get  at  the  soil; 
and  then  come  back  to  the  treaty  •making  power,  to  get 
the  Indians  removed  from  it. 

The  conduct  which  Georgia  has  pursued  with  respect 
to  the  gold,  forcibly  reminds  me  Qt  the  oppofite  course 
adopted  by  Mr.  Jcfierson,  in  reference  to  some  iron 
mines  discovered  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chlckamauga,  in 
Tennessee.  .  Tennessee  did  not  claim  these  mineral  trea- 
sures, but  the  Indians  themselves  expressed  a  wish  to  cede 
these  mines  to  the  United  States,  for  tlie  purpose  of  having 
them  wrouglit.  Mr.  Jefferson  accordingly  negt)tlated  a 
treaty  of  cession  for  six  tnilcs  square,  including  these 
mines,  and  gave  the  following  reasons  to  the  Senate  as  liis 
inducenicnt:  "As  such  an  estubllshment  would  occasion 
a  ccnsidci-able  and  cci-tain  demand  for  corn  and  other  pro- 


The  Oi.ly  mitigation  of  tlie  severity  A*ith  uhich  u„s  u!l 
acts  on  tiiC  Indians,  is  the  provision  contained  in  tlie 
thirty-first  section.  By  tliis  section,  it  is  directed  tliut  "tiie 
Indians  and  their  descendants,  who  have  made  improve* 
ments  upon  the  territor}',  are  to  be  protected  in  tlic  pos* 
session  of  those  improvements,  and  of  the  lots  of  land 
upon  which  the  said  improvements  are  marie,  until  other- 
wise directed  by  the  General  Assembly,  or  until  ilivy  ut 
voluntarily  abandoned  by  the  Indian  occupants.  Indani 
not  allowed  to  sell  their  right  of  occupancy  to  any  person, 
unless  it  be  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or 
the  (iovemment  of  Georgia,  for  the  use  of  the  persow 
drawing  such  improved  lots  in  the  lottcr}',  and  no  grant 
to  be  issued  until  the  Indians  shall  have  abandoned  tbe 
lots  in  their  occupancy;  the  fortunate  drawers  of  such 
improved  lots  to  forfeit  their  draws,  should  they,  by  threats, 
or  menaces,  or  violence,  remove,  or  attempt  to  remove, 
any  Indian  from  such  improved  lot." 

How  much  this  mitigation  is  worth,  may  be  judf^ed  of, 
by  considering  that  it  exists  only  during  the  plt-a&ure  of 


visions  and  necessaries,  it  seemed  probable  that  it  would 'the  General  Assembly.,  and  tliat  the  evidence  oi  the  Iiuba 


immediately  draw  around  it  a  close  settlement  of  tlie 
(Jhcrokees;  would  encourage  them  to  enter  on  a  regular 
life  of  agriculture;  familiarize  them  with  the  practice  and 
v:due  of  the  arts;  attach  them  to  property;  lead  them  of 
necessity,  and  without  delay,  to  the  establishment  of  ^aws 
and  Government,  and  thus  make  a  great  and  important  ad- 
vance towards  assimihiting  their  condition  with  ours." 

But  the  seizure  of  the  gold  mines,  violent  as  that  mea^ 
sure  is,  beyond  any  thing  ihat  was  or  could  have  been  ap- 
prehended, loses  its  iniportance,  when  contrasted  with 
anollier  act  of  great,  of  unexampled,  and,  I  must  add, 
stupendous  injustice.  I  refer  to  tlic  law  which  has  passed 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  Chcrokees.  Let  it  be  remembered,  th<;n, 

1.   Tliat  tht^'c  is  a  boundai'y  between  the  Cherokees 

and  the  States  surrounding  theip,  fixed  by  numerous  trearf'"  _     ,  .«..-,  m 

ties  and  bv  law.  ^  Extract  of  a  uittr  to  the  Editor  of  the  Augusta  Cm 


2.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the  treaty  of  HoUton,. 
which  was  negotiated  in  1791,  on  in^tructlous  previously 
rat.fied  by  a  unanimous  Senate,  contains  this  simple  anc^ 
exprcKsivc  pledge:  •♦l*he  tJnited  States  solemnly  guaranty 
to  the  Cherokee  nation  all  their  Und  not  hereby  ceded. 'i 

3.  That,  as  late  as  1817,  this,  as  one  of  the  previous  trea4 
ties,  was  declared  lobe  **in  full  force,"  with  all  iti**im* 
munities  and  privileges;"  and  tliat  this  confirmation  is  cotu 
tained  in  a  treaty,  negotiated  by  the  present  Chief  Magis^ 
irate,  and  unanimously  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

4.  And  that  the  intercourse  act  makes  it  highly  penal 
to  surve^r^  the  lands  belonging  or  secured  to  any  ludiafi 
tribe  by  Ireaty. 

And  now,  sir,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  law  of  Georgia,  au> 
thorizingthe  survey  of  the  lands  thus  solemnly  guarantied^ 
tiieir  division  into  districts  and  sections,  and  their  di8U> 
bulion  by  a  land  lottei*)'! 

There  is  a  provision  in  this  act  of  Georgia,  by  wlilch^ 
if  the  President  of  the  United  States  should  execute  his 
sworn  duty,  in  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  lie 
would  .sul>ject  himself  to  imprisonment  for  five  years  in  tile 
Georgia  penitentiary;  that  being  the  punish  mcn^denounccil 
by  this  State  law  on  any  person  who  shall  obstruct  tl^e 
surveys,  which  it  is  most  assuredly  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  do. 

-  The  law  provides  for  the  survey  of  the  country  intb 
sections  and  di^itricts.  The  sectional  surveyors,  twelve  in 
nuinbt.  r,  arc  to  proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to 
the  dut;es  assigned  them.  The  survey  of  the  districts  is 
to  be  stispended  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  General ! 


occupants  and  of  all  those  able  to  support  his  title,  isiiud- 
missible  in  the  Georgia  courts.  In  this  state  of  tilings,  it 
little  matters  whether  he  be  expelled  at  once,  or  bis  estate 
be  thrown  into  a  land  lottery,  to  be  drawn  as  a  prize,  and  i 
**  fortunate  di-awer"  planted  at  his  door,  or  dogginj  him, 
wherever  he  goes,  till  he  voluntarily  abandons  liis  home. 
luspecially  when  we  recollect  that,  objectionable  as  this 
law  is,  a  still  more  objectionable  and  oppressive  mcssire 
was  proposed  and  strenuoubly  advocated,  and,  iflamnot 
misinformed,  adopted,  in  the  Ilouscof  Uepresentat^rt  of 
Georgia.  I  derive  my  informatiola  from  a  letter  triliw 
from  Milledgeville,  and  published  in  t!ie  Augusta  Ciironi- 
cle.  1  know  nothing  of  its  author,  but  tlut,  as  .ippcan 
on  the  face  of  the  letter,  he  is  a  friend  of  tiie  present  ad- 
minitration. 


mot, 
from  a  correspondent  in  MUkdgcvilley  dated  Tiih  Aurem- 
^er,  1830. 

**  The  particular  question  now  and  for  several  days  past 
before  the  Uouse,  is  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Ilayne'ssubM  tuie 
to  the  bill  reported  by  Judge  Schley,  from  the  Ctimininec 
on  the  state  of  the  Uepubhc.  This  contemplates,  as  jou 
arc  aware,  tin:  taking  immediate  possession  of  the  Iiid^ 
lands,  and  forcibly  driving  the  Indians  therefrom.  Hor 
such  a  bill  can  be  the  subject  of  a  moment's  coniiidcn- 
lion  in  a  christian  land»iato  me  the  subject  of  the  deepest 
tistonisliment,  and  yet  many  intelligent  men  believe  ar.d 
fear  it  may  be  successful.  For  my  own  part,  I  vill  no^ 
believf^  it  possible,  And  indeed  sliould  scarcely  credit  the 
evidence  of  my  own  scnsc«,  if  such  were  the  fact,  lice 
forbid  such  a  fatal  consequence !  and  I  will  confidentU 
rely  on  his  overruling  goodness  and  protection  to  a\irt 
it,  to  save  the  Indians — nay,  tenfold  more,  to  mvc  our 
own  State  from  the  scrioua  evils  which  mu»t  inevitably  fal- 
low it.  i  must  not  tiust  my  feelings  further  on  this  pomj; 
they  are  perhaps  too  deeply  and  unnecessarily  wouinlca. 
We  will  at  least  hope  fK>.  One  thing  is  certain,  thai  no 
eflbrt  is  or  will  be  spared  to  prevent  3ie  adoption  of  ^^^ 
measure;  and  I  am  proud  to  see  among  its  opponents  nun^ 
very  nany,  of  tlic  first  and  ablest  men  of  ilie  Asscinblvo' 
both  parties.    Indeed,  it  is  by  no  means  a  jjaity  inatttr,  *c- 

"Numerous  as  are  the  advoaites  of  this ineasui-c,  me 
array  of  talent  against  it  is  very  powerful,  awl  the  argu- 
ments of  its  opponeirts  are  sound  and  incontrovcrtn-f- 
To  say  nothing  of  humanity;  the  want  of  ncce«dty  or  ev 
pediency ;  the  ingratitude  of  opposing  the  Pres-deut  aiidhn 


Assembly,  and  unt.l  further  enactments  lor  tliat  purpose^ )  administration,  which  have  lo)ig  been  and  still  arc  niak"o 
The  number  of  district  surveyors  is  one  hundred  an4  every  possible  efl'oi tin  our  behall;  the  folly  <»fnoV"^^'*^^ 
ninely-MX,  and  the  Goxernor  is  authorized  to  call  out  i  surily  arraying  them  agaiubt  us,  contrary  to  tlKirttil'j*"' 

of  indirectly  giving  their  and  our  enemy,  Mr.  CUy,  s 
fuiiher  and  treattr  power  against  thcni;  theimmn:" 


nnhiarj'  Ibrce  to  piH;lect  them  in  the  d.4cliarge  of  iheir 
dut.es 
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danger  of  a  direct  and  violent  controveriy  with  the  Gene 
ral  Goyemment,  all  of  which  are  directly  opposed  to  tilii^ 
measure,  the  &ith  and  honor  of  the  State  stand  openly  ana 
irreyocably  pledged  against  it.     But  for  this  pledge  giveii: 
hy  our  representatiTesi  Mr.  Wilde  and  others,  on  Uie  floor 
of  Congress,  last  session,  agunst  the  exercise  of  any  forc^ 
against  the  Indians,  any  effort  to  drire  them  forcibly  fronf- 
their  lands,  the  bill  to  encoiftage  their  emigration  to  th 
west  of  the  Mississippi  would  not  and  could  not  have  bee 
passed."  , . 

This  bin  with  some  amendments  passed  the  House  or 
Representatires  of  Georgia,  76  to  SS.  I  read  this  to  showi 
that  it  is  not  merely  "the  white  sara^s  of  the  North,", 
nor  the  opponents  of  this  administration^  who  condemaf 
the  course  pursued  by  Georgia.  But  I  do  not  find  thai 
the  law  passed  is  essentially  better.  The  evil  is  only  de- 
laved.  The  lands  improved  by  the  Indians  are  not  exempt- 
ed from  the  lottery.  An  amendment  to  that  effect  was 
rejected,  by  a  vote  of  nearly  two  to  onet  and  after  the  lot- 
tery is  drawn,  the  unhappy  occupant  is  only  to  keep  pos- 
sesnon  till  <*  the  fortunate  (uuwer"  can  persuade  him  to  go. 

And  now,  sir,  is  there  a  member  ra  this  House,  who 
can  recollect  that  the  United  States  have  solemnly  f^uaran- 
tied  this  land  to  the  Indians;  that  we  guarantied  it  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  wluch  we  keepi  that  we  guaran- 
tied it  voluntarily,  unanimouslyi  and  before  the  compact 
of  1802,  and  not  feel  that  the  guaranty  ought  to  be  re- 
deemed; that  the  pledged  faith  of  the  count^  ought  not 
to  be  violated^ 


I  again  appeal  to  ^ntlemen,  who,  without  approvinr  of 
the  principles  of  this  policy,  gave  their  votes  tor  the  oill 


*  dians  aforeaid,  as  well  for  themtelveaas  the  said  nation^ 

*  do  give  up,  release^  alien,  relinquish,  aad  forever  quit 
'  chdm  to  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof." 

Now,  what  would  have  beenthoi^tof  the  tramaction 
if,  the  day  after  sigmng  this  trea^  and  accepting  this  ces- 
sion, Georpa  had  laid  claim  to  all  the  rest  or  the  land;  had 
passed  a  &w  disposing  of  it;  had  gone  into  the  country 
(supposing  her  to  have  been^  what,  at  that  period,  dhe 
most  assuredly  was  not,  strong  enough  for  that  purpose) 
with  an  army  of  surveyors;  and  divided  it  out  for  dismbu- 
tion  by  a  land  lottery?  It  would  have  been  thought  an 
unparalleled  breadi  of  good  fiutb. 

But  I  will  go  further  than  this:  Suppose  there  had  been 
no  treaty  at  aU-^not  even  a  state  of  peace  suppose  that 
the  armies  of  Geomahaddone  what^  at  that  time,  it  was 
wholly  impossible  tor  them  to  d<H-mppose  they  had  over- 
run and  conquered  tiie  land,  even  then  ^e  laws  of  nations 
and  civilized  warfiffe  wouldnot  have  j ostified  tUs measure. 
Why,  nr,  as  a  war  measure^  and  in  the  hot  blood  of  vic- 
tory, such  a  thing  has  never,  in  modem  times,  been  heard 
of,  as  the  forcible  seizure  of  the  entire  domain  of  a  cob> 
quered  people,  a  partition  of  it  into  sections,  the  unoccu* 
|>ied  part  or  which  are  to  be  immediately  tsken  posses* 
sion  of,  and  the  improved  parts  thrown  into  a  lottery  with 
the  rest.  It  comes  up  to  the  precedent  of  the  Norman 
conquest,  and  goes  beyond  the  partition  of  Poland.  I 
doubt  if  a  single  Polish  proprietor  has  been  disturbed  in 
the  pooession  of  his  estate,  rrom  the  date  of  the  first  paiv 
tition  to  the  preient  day.  Suppose  that  Rusna,  and  Aus- 
f  ^a,  and  Prussia,  in  addition  t0  extending  their  laws  over 
^e  Poles,  had  enacted  a  code,  under  which  it  was  admit* 


of  last  sesnon,  qualified  as  it  was  by  the  proviso,  whether  ted  that  they  could  not  live,  had  cut  up  their  lands  into 
they  would  have  lent  their  sanction  to  tne  measure,  had  districts  and  sections,  thrown  their  estates  into  a  land  lot- 
they  believed  that,  within  a  twelvemonth,  a  law  would  be  it>ry,  granting  to  the  proprietors  no  other  privilege  but 
|>assed  by  Georgia,  to  send  any  army  of  surveyors  into  the  that  of  occupancy,  till  they  could  be  induoed  by  legal 
territory  of  the  Cherokees,  and  to  subject  any  person  who  duress  and  governmental  persecution  to  emtgrate  to  tne 


should  presume  to  execute  your  laws,  to  the  punishment 
of  the  penitentiary,  from  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States  down  to  the  lowest  ofilcer  in  the  service?  ^ 

Why,  sir,  granting  that  all  these  treaties  made  by  the 
United  States  are  unconstitutional  and  not  binding;  grant- 
ing the  truly  atrocious  proposition,  that  we  can  breidc  the 
treaty,  and  keep  the  consiaeration;  nanting  that  Georna 
still  possesses  the  power,  which,  if  she  ever  had  it,  by 
adopting  the  constitution  she  gave  up  to  the  United  States, 
and  that  things  now  stand  as  uiey  stood  under  the  old  con- 
federation, aU  this  would  not  mend  her  tide  to  these  lands. 
Under  the  confederation,  she  admitted  the  riffht  of  the 
C  herokees  to  treat  as  an  independent  nation.  Sne  treated 
with  them  herself;  the  treaty  of  Augusta  in  1783  stands  in 
her  statute  book;  and  in  that  treaty,  in  words  evidenUy  of 
her  own  choosing,  words  of  the  English  common  law,  she 
accepts  a  cession  ofland  from  the  Cherokees,  and  in  so  doing 
recognises  their  right  to  cede,  and  to  keep  what  they  do 
not  cede.  I  will  read  to  the  House  the  first  and  sixth 
articles  of  that  treaty. 

<*  Whereas  a  good  understanding  and  union  between 

*  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State  and  the  Indians  afore- 

<  said  are  reciprocally  necessary  and  convenient,  as  well 

*  on  account  or  a  friendly  intercourse  and  trade,  as  for  the 

*  purposes  of  peace  and  humanity;  it  is,  therefore,  agreed 

*  and  covenanted-^* 

**  Ist.  That  all  differences  betwaen  the  sud  parties, 

*  heretofore  subsisting,  shall  cease  and  be  forgotten. 

"6th.  And  lastly,  they,  the  said  headmen,  warriors, 

*  and  chiefs,  whose  liands  and  seals  are  hereunto  affixed, 

*  do  hereby,  for  themselves  and  for  the  nation  they  are  em- 
'  powered  to,  and  do  effectually,  represent,  recognise,  de- 
«  clare,  and  acknowledge,  that  all  the  lands,  woods,  waters, 
'  game,  lying  and  being  in  the  State,  eastward  of  the  line 

<  hereinbefore  particularly  mentioned  and  described,  is,are. 


\deserts  of  Bucharia!    What  language  would  Esve  furnish- 
ed adequate  terms  for  the  condemnation  of  soeh  a  poK([;y  ^ 

The  very  ground  on  which  Georgia  claims  the  riffh't  toi 
pursue  this  course,  is  the  strongest  reason  why  she  sbtnil4 
not  pursue  it.  Sir,  she  demes  that  they  an  an  indepen^ 
dent  or  even  separate  commnnit|r.  She  savstbey  arehep 
citizens  or  subjects;  calls  them  "  her  peoplet"  constitutet 
them  an  intej^ral  part  of  her  eommumtfri  and  then  paasei^ 
a  law  to  distribute  their  lands  by  a  lottery*  Does  not  this 
show  the  injustice  of  the  measure }  Let  her  pass  a  law  to', 
dispose  by  lottery  of  the  property  of  the  people  of  Chat- 
ham and  £ffingham,  of  Richmond  and  Columbia;  let  her 
plant  a  **  fortunate  drawer"  at  the  door  of  each  man's  shop 
and  house,  and  the  gate  of  his  plantation,  to  wornrhim  off 
to  the  foot  of  the  Bocky  Mountains.  No^  sir,  ttie  very 
process  of  reasoning,  by  which  Georgia  woidd  withdraw 
the  Cherokees  from  our  protection,  can  serve  only  to 
bring  them  under  her  own,  and  is  itself  the  most  incontro* 
▼ertiole  of  all  arguments  aoainst  this  oppresst^'e  policy.  ^ 

But  we  live  under  a  Fe&ral  Union,  designed  to  bring 
all  the  States,  to  a  certain  degree,  under  one  Government^ 
and  possessing  tribunals  of  eminent  jurisdiction,  for  the 
adjustment  of  controversies  which  are  placed  by  the  con- 
stitution within  the  province  of  such  tribunals  What  is 
the  aspect  of  this  affair,  in  reference  to  tiiis  Federal  Union* 
and  the  authority  of  its  tribunals? 

Let  it  then  first  be  borne  in  mind,  that  Georgia  in  1789 
voluntarify  became  a  party  to  the  constitution,  "  which  is 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  the  judges  in  ever]|r  State 
shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or 
laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;"  and 
that  it  ia  also  a  provision  of  that  constitution,  to  which 
Georgia  is  A  voluntary  party,  that  <*  the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in  law  and 
equit}',  arising  under  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 


•  and  do  belong,  and  of  right  appertaii^  to  tiic  people  and  edSUtes,  andtreaticamsde,  or  which shaU  be  made,  under 
«  Government  of  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  they,  the  In- [their  aulhori^  " 
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tJiidttr  htftr  iM»r|la.wi9  GeorgmliM proceeded  to  take  the 
life  of  an  Indian^  for  it  itturdtr  alleg^ed  to  havlB  been  com- 
mitted on  another  Indian,  within  the  Cherokee  boundary. 
It  bdongi,  in  no  degree,  to  m  argument,  to  in^ttire  into 
the  guifi  of  thia  peraon.  f  have  aeen  but  an  im^Ktlcct 
aevapaper  report  of  hia  triali  in  a  paper  friendly  to  the 
policy  of  GM)ma(^  WhiSck  I  mention  onW  aa  authonztng^  the 
preaiunption  that  the  report  ia  probably  not  strained 
•gainst  Georgia.  From  that  report,  it  appears  that  Com 
TaaaeL  (such  ia  tilie  name  of  thia  Indian;  it  ia  «1k>  the  first 
Iiidiaa  name  aabscribed  to  the  great  Hoftewell  treaty^ 
traa  found  guilty  «f  ttmider,  tttimV  t^n  %yidence  Vhicn 
Would  not  be  axttnisBible  against  the  Ufe  of  a  wlnte  man,  (I 
neiim  tmfiaa  evidence,}  anid  on  the  testimonjr  of  a  white 
man,  whose  evidence  is  contradicted  by  the  judge  in  his 
chaige.  KoW|  whi^ver  may  be  said  agwnat  the  admia- 
iBbilitjr  tif  Indian  testimonv  in  cases  of  property,  I  am  clear 
tha^  ma  'tiue'of  life  and  death,  as  good  evidence  ought  to 
be  required  to  convict  an  Indian  aa  a  white  man.  The 
jury  that  puts  an  Indian  to  deaths  needs^  I  thinks  as  clear 
a  warrant  of  credible  evidence  itgdh^  him,  as  the  juiy 
that  puis  ft  white  man  to  death. ,  The  Esther  tetfthnony^  to 
whicK  I  have  alluded,  is  that  oJT  the  ^'fficer  who  iarrested 
Tftssel,  who  testified  that  at  fitsl  he  talked  cnfy  in  the  In- 
^an  language,  but-afterwarda  spoke  English  mtelfigibly. 
The  judge,  who  sat  in  the  triaJ,  mentions  it  as  a  drcum* 
stance  to  be  recretted,  that  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  "could 
not  underslana  him.'* 

But  tfiough  I  am  inclined  to  think  there  was  not  evi- 
dence to  establish  the  maUcc,  I  waive  that  point  entirely, 
and  do  not  pretend  that  Tassel  is  an  object  of  sympathy. 
I  go  upon  the  asMimption  that  he  was  guilty,  thougli  I 
do  not  think  that  proved  on  the  trial  as  reported.  This 
•'unfortunate"  being,  (as  he  is  justly  called  by  Judge 
Clayton,)  on  his  triaTbefiire  a  court  and  juiy,  whose  lan- 
gna|[e  he  did  not  undenlnnd,  pleaded  by  his  counsel  to 
Sie  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  The  ground  of  this  plea 
l^pesffs  to  have  been,  that,  under  the  treaties  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Cherokees,  the  Utter  were  inde- 
pendent of  the  laws  of  Georiria.  This  plea  was  reserved 
m  the  Gonsideratien  of  all  me  judges.  They  ovetruled 
it,  mainly  on  the  ground  that  these  treaties  were  uacon- 
stitnUoiial,  and  ooold  not  bind  Georgia. 

Here  the  moroentooa  bearings  d  the  question  begin  to 
appear.  Geoi|;ia  decides  thn  numrrons  Indian  treaties, 
negodated  dnrmr  nearly  fifty  years,  sanetioned  by  ertry 
branch  of  the  Federal  Government,  under  evety  adminis- 
tration, and  by  Georgia  herself,  at  whose  request,  and  for 
whose  benefit  manv  of  them  were  entered  into,  are  all 
unconstitutional  and  void.  Whence  the  courts  of  Georgia 
derived  the  power  to  dedde  on  the  constitutionality  of 
treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not  know. 
Her  constitution  does  not  give  it  to  her;  and  if  it  did,  it 
would  be  a  void  |;rant,  for  Geor^  is  a  vohintaiy  party  to 
the  federal  constitution  made  prior  to  her  own. 

The  rikht  of  deciding  in  cases  arising  under  the  con- 
•tatution,  laws,  and  treaties,  is  one  of  the  rights  expressly 
granted  by  the  people  of  Geoi^pa  to  the  federal  judiciary. 
The  allegation,  that  the  Indian  treaties  are  unconstitu- 
tional, is  no  mwe  than  might  be  made  of  any  other  trea- 
ties, that  of  Louisiana,  for  instance,  (which  was  at  first 
supposed  by  Mr.  JeiTerson  and  Mr.  Madison  to  require  sn 
amendment  of  the  constitution  to  carry  itinto  effectf)  and 
If  the  judges  of  a  State  can  entertain  the  question  of  tiie 
conitiuitionality  of  the  Cherokee  treaties,  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  cannot  do  it  in  the  case  of  any  others. 

It  win  eanlybe  supposed,  that  the  unfortunate  being 
whose  life  was  at  stake,  would  be  disposed  by  his  counsel 
to  maintain  the  valicfity  of  these  treatiesi  and  he  accord- 
ingly applies  for  that  writ  of  erriH*,  which,  under  the  ju- 
diciary act,  issues,  as  a  matter  of  course,  when  duly  de- 
manded. This  was  a  case  arisiDg^nndn*  the  law  and  the 
treaties,  the  validity  of- which  was  denied  by  Georgia,  and 


affirmed  on  behalf  of  the  Indian.  The  citation  issues  in 
the  Visual  formi  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  rexpected 
by  the  courts  of  the  most  powerful  and  enliehtened  SUtei 
or  the  Union,  who  understand  and  love  their  rigiits  a* 
well  as  Georgia.  This  writ  the  Legislature  of  Gcorga 
instructs  the  Governor  and  all  other  officers  « to  disre« 

*  gud,  and  with  it  eveiy  mandate  and  process  thai  has 

*  been  or  shall  be  served  upon  him  or  tnero,  purporiin; 
'  to  proceed  from  ttie  Chief  Justice  or  any  associate  jus* 
<  tice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
'  purpose  of  arresting  the  criminal  laws  of  this  State." 

In  other  words,  Georgia  repeals  for  herself  a  coluide^ 
able  portion  of  die  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  set  of 
Congress,  uod  annula,  in  all  criminal  cases,  the  2d  sectJon 
of  the  3d  article  of  the  constitution  of  tiie  United  States. 
IQeowa,  on  the  principles  she  has  now  asserted,  has  only 
to  mm  it  penal  to  do  any  act  or  thin|f  under  a  law  of  the 
United  States^  and  she  thereby  acquires  excloiiTe  juiis* 
diction  over  the  subject,  and  annuls  the  law. 

This  is  a  much  more  compendious  process  than  a  con* 
vention  of  the  people  of  a  State,  elsewhere  nroposed. 
And  ahnoA  at  the  moment  that  thia  House  resolTcs,  by  a 
majori^  rteai^  toieziimpled,  that  it  wiU  not  repeal  tbe 
^5th  section  of  thejudiciaiy  act,  Georgia  repeals  one-half 
of  that  section,  and  of  the  clause  of  the  constitution  on 
which  it  is  founded.  Where  is  this  to  stop }  Is  it  to  stop 
any  where?  What  laws  <of -fbe  United  SUtes  have  not 
been  declared  unconstitutional?  What  laws  and  treaties 
will  not  be  acted  on,  as  if  they  were  unconstitutional,  if  a 
process  so  summary  ia  permitted  to  obtain? 

I  will  observe,  in  conclusion,  that,  till  the  validity  of 
these  treatiea  has  been  settled  by  that  tribunal  which  ii 
alone  competent  under  the  constitution  to  entertain  the 
question,  and  setded  in  fiivor  of  Georgia,  Tassel  could  not 
be  put  to  death  by  any  lawful  warrant.  The  vcty  judge 
who  tried  him  b  made  in  the  report  to  say  that  he 
"belongs  to  another  nation."  And,  till  it  b settled hy 
the  competent  authority,  that  this  other  nation  is  subject 
to  tbe  laws  of  Oeoigia,  the  death  of  Tassel  remains  illegal 
At  the  same  time  I  admit  diere  may  be  difficulties  in  the 
caae.  The- constitution  is  dear,  but  it  is  not  certain  thai 
the  judiciary  act  gives  full  force  and  effect  to  ail  tbe  pro- 
visiona  of  the  constitution.  But  althoi]|;h  there  may  be 
no  remedy  for  the  wrong  done  to  the  being  whose  life  ii 
taken,  (if  he  has  lost  that  life  at  a  bar  to  which  he  vas 
not  amenable,)  this  want  of  remedy  for  the  wrong  proves 
nothing  in  fiiror  of  the  right  of  Georgia.  It  is  greatly  to 
be  lamented  that  she  had  not  imitated  the  best  plait  of  the 
New  York  precedent,  and  granted  a  jiardon  or  repriere 
to  Tassel.  As  a  first  case,  a  case  of  life  and  death,  of  so 
individual  of  a  different  nation  and  language,  appealing 
to  the  faith  of  the  Union,  and  asking  only  to  be  tried  by 
that  tribunal  by  which  (if  the  treatiea  are  indeed  i-alid)  he 
had  a  right  to  be  tried,  it  ia  greatly  to  be  deplored  that  a 
little  time  could  not  have  been  granted. 

I  will  only  add,  that  as  there  was  a  United  SUtes'  force 
in  the  country  when  Tassel  was  arrested,  and  as  Congress 
had  just  enacted  in  a  btw,  which  the  President  signed, 
that  the  treatiea  should  not  be  violated,  I  Uunk  those 
troops  would  have  been  aa  well  employed  in  protecting 
the  life  of  a  feltow-being,  pending  his  appeal  to  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  aa  in  driving  the  Cherokees  from 
their  own  mines. 

And  here  I  may  suitably  connder  the  plea,  that  Georgi* 
has  done  no  more  in  thia  roatterthan  other  States,  and  ^ 
ticubu*ly  New  York.     No  argument  is  more  apt  to  be  w- 


ladoustiian  the  argument  from  analogy.    There  m  great 

„  _   of  mistakii^  slight  and  merely  circainstantisi 

points  of  resemblance  for  entire  parallelism.    1  wili^f- 


danger 


amine  this  case  briefly  but  fairly.  I  will  admit  the  pon 
where  it  is  a  precedent  in  favor  of  Georgia,  and  I  will  point 
out  those  where  it  is  not;  premising,  tliat  if  the  legisljtwn 
of  Georgia  violates  kw  and  treaty,  it  by  no  means  Ibllov* 
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that  the  GoYemment  of  the  United  Stmtes  may  withhold 
the  protection  which  it  owes,  and  which  is  demanded  by 
those  who  are  the  yictims  of  thatlegisUition,  because  New 
York  has  adopted  similar  acts  of  legislation. 

It  is  matter  of  surprise,  too,  if  Uie  legisUtion  of  New 
York  affords  a  sanction  to  that  of  Georgia,  that  it  was  not 
insisted  on  sooner.  Three  great  negotiations  have  been 
held  by  citizens  of  Georgia  since  the  New  York  law  of 
1822,  with  the  Creeks  or  Cherokees,  and  this  precedent 
was  never  pleaded,  as  fitr  as  I  can  find,  in  the  record  of 
the  negotiations. 

Now  let  us  compare  the  cases.  New  York,  in  1822, 
passed  a  short  law  extending  her  criminal  jurisdiction  oyer 
the  dwindling  remnants  of  tribes  within  her  borders,  and 
there  she  hu  stopped.  She  leares  her  Indians  as  she 
found  them.  She  makes  no  attempt,  by  severe  penal  en- 
actments, to  break  down  the  organization  of  their  tribes. 
She  has  neither  claimed  nor  surveyed  their  lands,  nor 
seized  their  mines.  As  to  the  individual  condemned  by 
her  courts,  Soo-non-gize,  her  assembly  pardoned  him. 
Her  law,  I  understand,  has  not  since  been  acted  upon; 
and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  highest  legal  authorities  in  the 
State,  that  it  leaves  the  rights  and  conation  of  the  Indians 
where  it  found  them.  Here  then  are  points  of  great  and 
vital  diflTerence. 

The  New  York  law,  in  its  terms  confined  to  crimes  and 
offences,  was  evidently  intended,  in  its  origin,  to  arm  the 
State  with  power  to  protect  the  Indians  against  the  evil 
of  imaginary  and  superstitious  crimes;  a  power,  as  the 
event  shows,  designed  to  be  called  foith  only  when  such 
a  peculiar  occasion  should  require  it.  The  Geonna  code 
is  one  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  the  last  of  a  series 
of  measures,  having  for  its  great  and  avowed  object  to 
effect  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  Hence,  while  New 
York 'stops  at  the  claim  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  does 
not,  in  point  of  fact,  enforce  that,  Geor^a  enacts  the 
severest  laxrs  against  the  entire  social  existence  of  the 
tribe,  claims  their  lands,  seizes  their  mines,  and  substan- 
tially drives  them  fi>om  her  borders.  If  New  York  had 
gt)ne  into  the  Seneca  reservation  with  a  score  of  survey- 
ors, declaring  the  alternative  of  removal  to  the  West,  or 
extinction,  and  drawing  a  lottery  for  their  lands,  the  case 
would  have  been  more  nearly  parallel.  Accordingly  we 
find,  in  the  last  place,  that  the  Senecas  never  invoked  our 
protection,  because  no  practical  evil  was  done  or  threat- 
ened; the  Cherokees  invoke  our  protection,  because  the 
choice  is  set  before  them,  of  subjection  to  State  laws, 
under  which  they  are  told  they  cannot  live,  snd  removal 
to  a  desert,  where  they  believe  they  must  die.  There  is, 
therefore,  the  greatest  difference  in  all  the  matters  of  fiict, 
which  give  a  character  to  the  two  cases.  In  point  of 
equity  and  justice,  the  New  York  precedent  could  not  of 
course  alter  the  case,  as  one  wrong  affords  no  justifica- 
tion of  another. 

I  will  here  also  answer  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
example  of  the  colonics,  and  of  the  States,  before  the  eon- 
stitution.  The  argument  from  the  practice  of  the  colonies 
IS  of  twofold  aspect,  looking  to  the  question  as  one  of  hu- 
manity and  of  right. 

First,  as  to  humanitv.  Grant  that  the  treatment  of  the 
Indians,  by  the  colonies,  was  barbarous  and  cruel.  We 
have  lately  been  taunted  with  the  fact,  that,  when  taken  as 
prisoners  of  war,  they  were  sometimes  sold  as  slaves  to  the 
^Vest  Indies;  and  our  recollection  has  been  rcf^shed  with 
the  circumstance,  that,  according  to  Cotton  Mather,  on 
occasion  of  storming  sn  Indian  fort,  the  huts  within  it 
took  fire,  and  several  of  the  wretched  inmates  were  (as 
this  author  with  detestable  quuntness  expresses  it)  «  broil- 
ed" to  death.  These  are  the  facts  quoted  against  us. 
They  were  the  incidents  of  a  war  of  mutual  extermina- 
tion, between  the  colonies  and  a  powerful  savage  foe. 
But  I  let  that  pass.  What  is  gained  by  dting  these  fiicts? 
Suppose  they  prove  the  only  thing  they  seem  to  prove, 


that  the  eariy  settlers  of  New  England  were  a  blood- 
thirsty race«  and  treated  Ae  Indians  barbarously  f  Is  sny 
thing  gained  for  Georgia,  aiid  her  sister  States,  by  proving 
that  fitct?  Those  who  would  ret  an  argument  to  support 
their  policy,  out  of  the  fkct^  that,  in  the  seventeenth  cen* 
tury,  some  Indians  were  sold  to  the  West  Indies  as  slaves, 
need  not  g^  so  fiu>  back.  The  skve  trade,  till  vety  lately, 
wtis  carried  on  throu^out  the  civilized  world.  All  na- 
tions were  stuned  with  its  piilt.  The  States  of  New 
England  brought  the  slaves  mm  Africa;  the  Southern 
States  bought  them  into  bondage.  And  what  then?  Is 
the  traffic  less  atrocious^  or  is  it  inconnstent  for  any  one, 
north  or  south,  at  the  present  day,  to  denounce  and  re- 
probate it? 

Let  me  not,  however,  be  thought  to  admit  the  charge 
of  barbarity  agunst  the  early  settlers  of  New  En^nd 
towards  the  Indians.  Some  incidents  occurred,  in  the 
perilous  condition  in  which  tiie  colonists,'  in  the  early  pe* 
riods  of  their  settlements,  were  placed,  which  Isurelv  will 
not  vindicate;  but  their  conduct  towards  the  Indians  in  the 
main  was  honorable  and  Idnd.  The  charges  against  them, 
from  whatever  quarter,  are  substantially  unjust.  They  had 
a  rirht  to  come  to  this  continent;  they  were  ffuidedht^er 
b^  the  hand  of  the  same  Proindence  that  had  planted  tiie  In- 
dians before  them.  There  was  room  for  both.  Our  fore- 
fathers had  a  right  to  a  part  of  the  soil,  to  be  obtahied  by 
honest  dealing  with  the  natives.  I  have  never  pretended 
that  the  In^an  had  an  exdunve  ri|;fat  to  all  tiie  land  he 
could  see  from  the  top  of  a  mountain,  or  over  wUch  the 
deer  may  fly  before  hun  in  the  chase.  But  what  fi>lloMm 
from  this  admission?  That  after  we  have  made  an  agree- 
ment with  an  Indian  tribe,  and  got  all  we  need,  and  guA* 
rantied  the  rest,  we  shall  not  be  bound  to  the  fiiitfa  ofour 
compact?    I  trust  not. 

How  then  is  the  question  of  right  affected  bv  the  pne- 
tice  of  the  colonies?  It  is  said'  they  legislated  over  the 
Indians.  But  this  is  vague  and  genenu.  I  want  some- 
thing specific  and  distinct  Did  Aey,  after  making  a  long 
series  of  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  fixing  boundaries^ 
sccepting  cessions,  and  guarantying  unceded  lands,  did 
they  turn  round,  declare  those  treaties  null,  break  dow« 
the  boundaries  and  seize  upon  the  land,  in  time  of  pro» 
found  peace,  and  under  tne  pretence  that  the  treaties 
were  unconstitutional?  This  is  the  kind  of  precedent 
wanted;  not  one  resting  in  mere  politic  metaphjrsics. 

But  grant  they  did'  all  tius^  (no  psrt  of  which  tiiey  <fid,) ' 
and  g^nt  they  did  it  as  independent  States,  belbre  the 
constitution  of  1789.     All  this  would  not  help  the  argu- 
ment. The  States,  under  the  confederation,  were  clothiBd 
with  man^  attributes  of  sovereignty,  which  they  gave  up 
on  entering  the  Union.    They  coined  money,  enacted^ 
navigation  laMTs,  imposed  tariffs  to  protect  manu&cturei. 
The  right  to  treat  with  the  independent  tribes  of  Indians 
was  not  one  of  the  rights  ceded  to  the  States,  althoo^ 
conflicts  existed  between  the  Congiess  and  some  of  ue 
States  as  to  the  extent  of  their  power  in  this  respect  Bui 
all  the  sovereign  powers  I  have  enumerated  were  JP^^b  . 
up  by  the  States  in  ado^tinj^  the  constitution.    When 
Georgia  adopted  the  constitution,  tiie  treaty  of  Hopewell 
was  in  existence,  containing  the  most  deeinve  guaranties  ' 
of  the  rights  of  the  Cherokees.    Befbre  the  constitatioot  * 
Georgia  claimed  the  right  of  treating  with  the  Indians;  but  / 
afterwards  never.      She  frequently  has  requested  thCL 
United  SUtes  totreat  for  her  benefit,  and  the  United  States 
have  done  it.  And  now  the  argument  is,  that  Georgia  Baa  e 
righttoannulallthesetreaties,  because,  hi  formertimes^  the 
colonies  or  the  States  extended  then*  laws  over  the  Indians! 

But  it  is  said  that  the  late  administration  pursued  thn 
same  policy  of  removing  the  Indians,  and  the  fiiends  of 
that  administration  are  charged  with  biconsistency  in  now 
opposing  it    No  one  denies  that  the  kte  admiiuitVMtion | 
earnestly  desired  the  removal  of  the  Indians.  It  sair»  whatl 
^\^rf  body  sees,  theincontenicnces  incideni  te  Ae      * 
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dence  of  the  Southweitem  tribes  in  the  neighborhood  of 

the  States,  w  resolutely  bent  on  acquiring  their  lands.    It 

is  weU  known  that  the  project  of  colonizing  them  west  of 

tiie  Missisnppi  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  Congress, 

near  the  close  of  his  administration,  and  again, 'with  some 

modifications,  by  Mr.  Adams  in  1828.    But  it  is  a  matter 

of  equal  notoriety,  that  neither  the  last  administration,  nor 

that  which  preceded  it.  contemplated  the  attainment  of 

this  object  in  any  other  wajr  than  by  the  j(»nt  and  volun- 

j  tary  cooperation  of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  the  Unit- 

I  ed  States.    The  idea  that  the  States  could  annul  the  trea- 

I  ties,  was  neyer  countenanced  by  the  late  President  for  a 

moment.    It  cannot  surely  be  forgotten  in  what  emphatic 

language,  on  a  rery  tiying  occasion,  Mr.  Adams  avowed 

1  his  resolution  to  si^iport  ue  Indians  in  the  rights  secured 

,   to  them  by  treaty  and  by  law. 

Georgia  had  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  survey  of  a 
portion  of  Creek  lands,  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  tlie  Indian 
Springs,  which  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  had  an- 
,  nuUe^  and  not  ceded  by  that  of  Washington.  Mr.  Adams 
immecUately  ordered  the  arrest  and  prosecution  of  the 
surveyors.  Georgia  declared  a  determination  to  support 
her  surveyors  by  militaiy  force;  and  the  President  sub- 
mitted the  subject  to  Congress.  In  the  message  sent  for 
that  purpose,  he  used  this  language:  « It  ought  not,  how- 
ever, to  be  disguised,  that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia,  under  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State,  and  the  surveys  made  or  attempted  by 
his  authority  beyond  the  boundary  secured  by  the  treaty 
of  Washington  of  April  last,  to  the  Creek  Indians^  are,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  sapreme  law  of  this  land,  set  forth 
in  a  treaty,  which  has  received  all  the  sanctions  provided 
by  the  constitution,  which  we  have  sworn  to  support  and 
muntain.  In  the  present  instance,  it  is  my  duty  to  say 
^hat  if  the  legislative  and  executive  authorities  of  Uie  State 
/of  Georgia  diould  persevere  in  actaof  encroachment  upon 
the  temtories  secured  by  a  solemn  treaty  to  the  Indians, 
and  the  laws  of  the  Union  remain  unaltered,  a  superadded 
obligation,  even  hiefaer  than  that  of  human  authority,  will 
compel  the  Executive  of  ^e  United  States  to  enforce  the 
laws  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  nation,  by  all  the  force 
committed  for  that  purpose  to  his  charge." 

I  may  be  permitted  to  add  that  th'ia  message,  and  other 
important  documents  in  the  Geon;ia  controversy,  were 
committed  to  a  select  committee  or  this  House,  of  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  be  chairman,  from  which  a  report  pro- 
ceeded, supporting,  in  all  points,  the  principles  Isud  down 
bv  the  President  in  the  message  I  have  just  cited.    It  is 
!  obvious,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the 
charge  that  the  last  administration  was  friendly  td  the  policy 
;  of  removing  the  Indians  as  now  pursued.    In  hct,  it  is 
'  matter  of  surprise  that  a  charge  so  notoriously  groundless 
should  be  adventured.   Had  Mr.  Adams  done  what  is  now 
pretended;  had  he  countenanced  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi,  in  their  policy,  the  South  wonld  never  have 
been  consolidated,  as  it  was,  against  him;  and.I  much  doubt 
;  if  the  chiur  of  State  would  have  been  filled  as  it  now  is. 

Sir,  I  think  I  have  made  out  my  case.  I  have  shown 
that  the  Cherokee  Indians  have  been  invaded  in  the  terri- 
tory and  rights  secured  to  them  by  treaty  and  b^  law. 
In  addition  to  the  particulars  which  I  have  mentioned^ 
there  are  others  set  forth  in  their  memorial,  well  deserving 
the  consideration  of  Uie  House.  Most  of  these,  for  want 
of  time,  I  must  pass  over;  but  on  two  of  them  I  will  dwell 
for  a  moment  Geoivia  has  contended  for  a  boundary  line, 
under  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Springs,  of  1825,  (and  in 
contravention  of  that  of  1826  at  Washington,  by  which  the 
tNaty  of  the  Indian  Springs  was  annulled,)  which  would 
take  A  million  of  acres  of  land  from  the  Cherokees.  The 
ground  of  this  claim  on  the  part,  of  Georgia  is,  tiiat  the 
jmdent  boundary  between  the  Creeks  and  the  Cherokees 
was  greatly  to  the  north  of  the  recent  boundary;  and  that 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees»  by  compact  between  them- 


selves, had  no  right  to  change  it.  If  this  were  true,  it 
would  not  affect  the  case,  because  the  treaty  of  the  Indkn 
Springs,  which  gave  Gewgia  all  the  Creek  lands,  beins 
fraudment  in  itself,  could  never  have  given  any  rights,  ud 
was  solemnly  annulled  by  the  Senate,  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  War  voting  in  favor  of  annulling  it.  Nevertheless, 
passing  by  the  treaty  of  Washington,  which  fixed  the 
bounoaiy,  and  acting  under  that  of  the  Indian  Springs, 
which  the  Senate  declared  void,  the  Premdent  has  unde^ 
taken  to  settle  a  new  boundary,  equally  to  the  dis8atis&^ 
tion  of  the  Cherokees  and  Georgia;  and  has  actually  dis- 
possessed the  Cherokees,  by  a  simple  executiTe  order, 
enforcinr  a  treaty  declared  by  the  Senate  to  be  fiwidulent, 
null,  and  v<Md,  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  forty-ax  acres  of  land,  occupied,  as  they 
allege,  by  their  tribe  for  grenerations. 

I  mig^t  also  speak  of  the  countenance  which  has  been 
g^ven  to  intruders,  in  establishing  themselves  on  lands  ^ 
cated  by  the  emigrants  to  Arkansas,  by  which  serious  evils 
and  constant  vexations  are  occasioned  to  the  Cherokees; 
but  I  forbear,  for  want  of  time,  to  dwell  on  the  subject 

Nor  is  the  order  given  last  summer,  to  change  the  mode 
in  which  the  annuities  su*e  paid,  less  vexatious.  It  has 
been  called,  and  I  think  with  justice,  a  small  business. 
The  annuity  due  to  the  Cherokees,  amounts,  1  beliere,  to 
but  six  thoussmd  six  hundred  and  sixtv^ix  dollars.  H  is 
by  trea^  due  to  the  nation.  Since  tne  Cherokees  took 
our  advice,  and  established  a  regular  Government,  it  bss 
been  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  nation.  It  constitutes  s 
consiaerable  part  of  the  little  revenue  of  the  tribe.  The 
President  has  seen  fit  to  order  its  payment  to  the  treasuitr 
to  be  discontinued,  and  to  be  made  hereafter  to  the  Indians 
individually.  It  amounts  to  about  forty-two  cents  for  esch 
of  the  population.  It  must  of  course  be  paid  in  specie. 
A  part  or  the  tribe  live  a  hundred  or  two  miles  fiom  the 
a^^ncy.  Shall  it  be  sent  to  them  >  Shall  they  trayel  this 
distance  to  receive  their  few  cental  What  is  the  objed 
of  this  change  ?  I  have  understood  that  it  has  been  stated 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  published  in  the  course 
of  the  last  summer,  that  complaints  had  been  made  that 
some  of  the  Indians  are  defrauded  by  their  chiefs  of  their 
share.  However  this  may  be  with  other  tribes,  to  which 
the  same  change  extends,  and  of  this  I  know  nothinSi  1 
believe  it  \a  not  so  with  the  Cherokees.  I  hare  seen  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Montgomer}%  the  Cherokee  agent,  dated 
kst  October,  in  which  he  declares  that  no  such  complaint 
has  ever  come  to  his  knowledge.  I  hope  there  is  no  rea- 
son for  the  suggestion  which  has  been  made  on  very  good 
authority,  that  this  change  in  the  mode  of  paying  the  an- 
nuities has  been  ordered,  to  deprive  the  Clierokee  Go- 
vermneiit  of  the  funds  necessary  to  enable  them  to  cany 
on  the  arduous  smd  discouraging  contest  in  whieh  theyaf^ 
now  involved  with  the  Executive  authorities  of  the  United 
States  and  with  Georgia. 

I  have  confined  myself,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  out- 
set, almost  entirely  to  tiie  case  of  the  Cherokees.  There 
is  a  memorial  from  the  Creeks  on  our  tables,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  they  suffer  from  the  same  policy* 
They  are  overrun  with  intruders,  whom  the  Goremment 
of  the  United  States  does  not  remove;  and  the  legislatio|i 
of  Alabama  has  been  extended  over  them.  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  it  in  a  letter,  apparenUy  by  a  roerober 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama;  <*  Tuscaloosa,  (Alabain>i} 
9th  January.  The  Indian  bill,  which  has  been  passed  m 
the  House  of  Representatives,  provides  for  extending  oyer 
the  different  tribes  within  the  territorial  limits,  the  "rU 
and  criminal  laws  of  the  State,  prohibiting  them  fj^ 
enacting  or  executing  any  laws  of  their  own— taies  their 
black  population,  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  st^rt/i 
with  a  poll  tax  of  fifty  cents.  The  Choctaw  and  Chicw- 
saw  nations  are,  however,  to  be  exempt  from  tlie  opcJ^ 
tions  of  thb  act,  so  soon  as  the  treaty  concluded  by  mc 
respective  nations  with  Uie  United  SUtcs  shall  hare  been 
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nttified  by  the  Senate.  This  was  a  favorite  amendment  of 
mine,  and  it  was  all  I  could  do  to  aoften,  In  this  Tery  small 
degree,  the  rig^r  of  the  law."* 


*  cise  the  power  of  apportioning  tl)e  land  for  the  benefit 

*  of  each  family  or  individual  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  and 
<  of  bringing  them  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 


Vith  the  Cbickaaaws  and  Choctaws  treaties  have  been)  *  but  with  the  consent  of  the  Choctaw  nation!" 


concluded  under  the  law  of  last  session,  and,  as  I  will  de 
monstrate,  in  direct  vioUtion  of  its  provisions.  _^ 

Let  me  revert  a  moment  to  the  history  of  tlie  proviso  con- 
tsined  in  that  law.  The  President's  message  took  the  ground 
that  thelndians  could  not  be  protected  against  the  legislation 
of  the  States.  The  reports  of  the  Committees  on  Indian 
Affairs,  in  the  two  Houses,  took  the  same  grotmd.  The 
bill  did  not  directly  grapple  with  that  point;  but,  on  boUi 
sides  of  the  House,  that  was  the  point  argued;  and  tlie 
great  objection  to  the  bill  was,  that  it  puyed  into  the 
hands  of  that  policy.  The  House,  as  the  event  proved, 
was  nearly  in  eqw&brio:  the  bill  passed  by  a  vote  of  102 
to  97.  In  this  state  of  division  in  the  House,  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ramsjst]  moved  an  arocrf^ 


So  unequivocal  was  the  condition  of  the  Choctaws,  un- 
der these  treaties,  that  the  State  of  Mississippi  decided,  in 
1826,  that  they  had  not  a  right  to  legislate  for  their  Own 
citizens,  wandering  into  the  Choctaw  nation,  fugitives 
from  the  justice  of  the  State.  In  the  face  of  these  treaties, 
in  the  face  of  the  proviso  of  the  law  under  which  he  was 
acting,  refusing  expressly  lo  authorize  tlieir  violation,  the 
Secretary  goes  to  the  Clractaws,  tells  them  in  substance 
that  the  old  treaties  will  be  regpirded  by  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  as  unedhstitutional,  and,  knowing  that 
their  consent  to  remove  depends  upon  this  one  fact  and 
no  other,  he  assures  them  the  President  will  not  enforce 
the  treaties,  and,  under  these  circumstances,  induces  a 
portion  of  them  (how  large  a  portion^  I  know  not)  to  cede 


ment,  which  prevailed.  It  provided,  "that  nothing  in  I  the  lands  of  the  nation.  To  effect  this  object,  there  is 
this  act  contained  should  be  construed  as  autliorizing  orl  great  reason  to  believe  that  very  lar^  temptations  were 
directing  the  violation  of  any  treaty  between  the  United!  offered  to  the  individuals  possessing  mfluencein  the  tribe*  ^ 

Statesand  any  Indian  tribe.*'    Without  this  proviso,  I  ^^ —  ' **"  ' '**"  '-'' '"•"  " ''•*■ — '" 

persuaded  the  bill  could  not  have  passed. 

By  this  clause,  the  House  solemnly  provided  that  the 
treaties  were  constitutional,  and  could  not  be  violated; 
and  if,  as  it  would  seem,  the  President  thinks  them  uncon- 


He  thought  proper,  by  a  special  message,  to  guard  the 
House  afpsinst  even  construing  a  law  passed  at  the  last 
session,  m  a  sense  deemed  by  him  unconstitutional;  and, 

•        __._  !•  !_•  ■ •  i         •»       •«  «   «  .1.1 


Now,  I  say  the  law  of  the  last  session  was  conditional; 
and  the  appropriation  contained  in  it  was  conditionally 
made.  The  condition  was,  that  the  treaties  should  not  be 
violated.  It  is  known  to  e^very  gentleman  in  the  House, 
that  the  sole  consideration  which  induced  the  Choctaws 


stitutional,  I  do  not  understand  how  he  could  sign  the  bilk  to  agp^e  to  remove,  was  the  assurance  of  the  Secretary, 


that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  would  not  pro- 
tect them  from  the  violation  of  the  treaties.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  press  this  matter  much  furtlier.     I  have  stated 


in  appending  his  signature  to  it,  it  would  appear  that  hej  most  of  the  grounds  on  which  I  rest  the  propriety  and 
has  endorsed  upon  the  official  roll  of  the  law  a  sort  offl  exped.ency  of  adopting  mv  motion..  It  is  admitted  by  the 
qualifying  reference  to  that  message:  an  entirely  novel  J  States  tiiat  they  consider  these  treaties  as  unconstitutional. 


angular,  and,  as  I  Uiink,  unconstitutional  step.     In  thi 
case,  he  signs  a  bill,  in  which  the  constitutionality  of  th^ 
treaties  is  expressly  recognised,  although  he  deems  tlTem 
all  null  and  inoperative. 

With  this  act  in  his  hand,  and  the  half  milUon  in  his 
pocket,  the  Secretary  goes  down  to  the  Chickasaws  and 
Choctaws,  tells  them  that  the  President  will  not  protect 
them  from  the  legisUtion  of  the  States;  and,  '*  under 
these  circumstances,'*  negotiates  the  new  treaties.  These 
treaties  have  not  been  submitted  (not  being  as  yet  rati- 
fied) to  the  House  of  Representatives.  From  the  best 
sources  of  information  to  wliich  I  have  had  access,  i  liave 
been  led  to  the  opinion,  that  tlie  tone  of  the  Secretary's 
communications  with  the  Choctaws  was  of  the  most  urgent 
And  imperative  character.  No  one  denies  that  the  exten- 
sion of  State  laws  over  the  tribes  is,  of  itself,  a  violation 
of  all  the  treaties;  but,  in  the  case  of  the  Choctaws,  there 
were  peculiar  provisions  in  their  treaties,  which  are  ^fixu 
travened  and  broken.  By  the  treaty  of  Doak's  Stand, 
negotiated  with  that  tribe  in  1820,  by  tiie  present  Chief 
Magistrate  and  the  w^oKhy  gentleman  [Gen.  HiirosJ  who 
ROW  represents  tiie  State  of  Mississippi,  it  was,  in  the 
fourth  article,  stipulated  as  follows;  **The  boundaries 
*  hereby  established  between  the  Choctaw  Indians  and  the 
'  United  States  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  shall 
'  remain  without  alteration,  until  the  period  at  which  said 
'  nation  shall  become  so  civilized  and  enlightened  as  to 
'  be  made  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  Congress 
'  shall  lay  off  a  limited  parcel  of  buid  for  the  benefit  of 
'  each  family  and  individual  in  the  nation."  .  -  < 

Some  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  the  Choctaw  nation  ap- 
pears to  have  been  produced  by  thia  stipulation;  and  it 
was,  accordingly,  in  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  nego- 
tiated at  Wasliiogton  in  1825,  further  provided,  *■  that  the 
'  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid  shall  be  so  modified 
<  as  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  not  exer- 

*  Since  tbU  •pcreh  wai  dciirered.  I  have  andenU>od  that  bills  hare 
l>ec-n  intrtMlueio  in  both  branches  of  the  Lrgislatare  of  Alabama,  to  re- 
peal tbe  law  entrndiitg  the  j|urisdieti<m  of  tne  Stale  ovrr  tlM  ludians; 
with  whac  satfcess,  1  am  uiiinfonn*  d. 


and  act  accordingly,  ---Y 

The  President  acquiesces  in  this  course,  on  the  part  of 
Uie  States,  although  it  i»  his  sole  duty,  in  reference  to  tiiis 
noattcr,  to  enforce  the  law,  of  which  these  treaties  are  a 
part.  Congress  last  winter  nuule  express  provision  against 
tiieir  violation.  They  are  violated.  Let  us  then  either 
make  provision  to  execute,  or  let  us  abrogate  them  avow- 
edly. It  is  due  to  consistency,  good  faith,  and  common 
honesty. 

Tiie  President  lias,  with  his  annual  message,  sent  us  a 
letter  from  the  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  in  which  that  officer  states  that  the  law  of  1802 
**  is  the  principal  one  which  governs  all  our  relations  with 
-the  Indian  tribes»"  and  recommends  its  revisal  and  modi- 
fication, to  suit  the  changes  produced  by  subsequent 
treaties,  and  ether  causes.  The  same  message  is  accom- 
panied by  tiie  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War»  to  which 
I  have  already  referred;  telling  us  that  tiie  provisions  of 
that  law  are  unconstitutional,  and  the  President  neglects 
to  enforce  them  in  favor  of  those  tribes  over  which  the 
States  have  extended  tiieir  laws. 

;  Let  us,  then,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  if  we 
jthink  this  law  is  constitutional,  make  proviaon  to  execute 
fit;  if  we  tliink  it  is  defective,  let  us  amend  it.  If  we  think 
it  is  unconstitutional,  let  us  repeal  it.  That  law,  by  which 
,all  OUT  Indian  relations  are  regulated,  ought  not  surely  to 
^remain  in  its  present  state.      « 

If  the  treaties  are  constitutional,  let  us  enforce  them. 
If  they  are  unconstitutional,  let  us  abrogate  them;  let  us 
repeal  the  proviso  of  the  last  session;  declare  them  null 
and  void,  and  make  what  compensation  we  can  to  the  de- 
luded beings  who,  relying  upon  our  faith,  have,  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  ceded  to  us  mighty  and  fertile  regions, 
as  a  consideration  for  the  guarantj"  contained  in  these 
compacts. 

Sir,  this  is  a  dreadful  affair.  Heaven  is  my  witness, 
that  I  would  rather  palliate  than  magnify  its  character: 
but  I  can  think  of  notiiing  so  nearly  parallel  to  it,  as  the 
conduct  of  tiie  British  Government  towards  the  native  in- 
habitants of  St.  Vincent.   This  is  a  precedent  from  one  of 
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the  worst  periods  of  the  British  GoTernment — that  of  the 
administration  which  drove  America  into  revolution.  It 
was  a  traifaaction  on  a  small  scale,  in  an  obscure  island, 
and  toward  a  handful  of  men.  But  it  left  an  indeli- 
ble stigma  on  those  responsible  for  it;  a  stigma  on  an 
administration,  which  nothing  moderately  unjust  could 


disgrace;  a  stigma,  which  would  have  been  as  notorious  as  |«    8ir»  they  ought  to  be  destroyed,  as  a  warning  to  the 
it  was  indelible,  but  for  the  overshadowini^  enormity  of  Tndi 


the  treatment  of  America,  which  succeeded.  If  we  pro- 
ceed in  this  path,  if  we  now  brine  this  stain  on  our  annals, 
if  we  suffer  this  cold  and  darlc*edtpse  to  come  over  the 
bright  sun  of  our  national  honor,  I  see  not  how  it  can  ever 
pass  off;  it  will  be  as  eternal  as  it  is  total. 

Sir,  I  will  not  believe  that  Georgia  will  persevere.  She 
will  not,  for  this  poor  corner,  scarcely  visible  on  the  map 
of  her  broad  and  fertile  domains,  permit  a  reproach  to  be 
cast  upon  her  and  the  whole  Union  to  the  end  of  time. 

As  for  the  character  of  the  country  to  wluch  it  is  pro- 
posed to  remove  the  Ind'ians,  I  want  only  light.  It  was 
all  we  asked  last  session;  all  I  ask  now.  I  quoted 
then  all  the  authorities,  favorable  as  well  as  un&vorable, 
with  which  I  was  acquainted.  The  friends  of  the  policy 
refused  us  the  only  means  of  getting  authentic  information 
on  the  subject — a  commission  of  respectable  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  sent  out  for  the  purpose.  Since  the 
subject  was  discussed  last  session,  two  more  witnesses, 
not  then  heard,  have  spoken.  Dr.  James,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  accompany  Colonel  Long^  on  his  tour  of  ex- 
ploration in  this  region,  haa  thtui  expressed  himself: 
*<The  re^on  to  which  Mr.  McCoy  proposes  to  remove 

<  the  Indians  would,  such  is  its  naked  and  inhospitable 
*  character,  soon  reduce  civilized  men  who  should  be 

<  confined  to  it  to  barbarism.*' 

.  In  1827,  before  this  question  was  controverted,  a  report 
was  made  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
road  f^m  the  western  boundary  of  Missouri  to  Santa  Pe, 
in  New  Mexico.  These  commissioners  report,  that,  in  the 
whole  line  of  their  march,  extending  seven  hundred  miles, 
if  all  the  wood  which  they  passed  were  collected  into  one 
forest,  it  would  not  exceed  a  belt  of  treea  three  miles  in 
width! 

But  all  this  does  not  change  the  question.  It  merelv 
suggests  the  possibility  of  an  alternative  of  evil.  If  all 
the  land  were  as  fertile  as  some  small  part  of  it  probably 


ucst.  Many  of  tbem  were  negotiated  under  the  in- 
tructions  of  Washington,  of  Adams,  and  of  JeffenorH- 
he  fathers  of  our  liberty.  They  are  gone,  and  will  not 
itness  the  spectacle;  but  our  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
he  lays  them,  one  by  one,  on  the  fire,  will  see  his  own 
name  subscribed  to  a  goodly  number  of  them. 


ndians  to  make  no  more  compacts  with  us.  The  Pres- 
dent  tells  us  that  the  Choctaw  treaty  is  probably  the  h^ 
which  we  sliall  make  with  them.  This  is  well;  though, 
if  they  remain  on  our  soil,  I  do  not  see  how  future  trea* 
ties  are  to  be  avoided.  But  I  trust  it  is  the  last  we  sbiM 
make  with  them;  that  they  will  place  themselves  beyonil 
the  reach  of  our  treaties  and  our  laws;  of  our  promises, 
and  our  mode  of  keeping  them. 

There  is  one  nd  alleviation  of  the  fate  of  some  of  theie 
tribes.  When  tiie  possessions  of  the  rural  popuktion  of 
Italy  were  parcelled  out  amonr  the  Roman  legions,  br  a 
policy  too  similar  to  that  which  we  are  now  pursuing  to- 
wards the  Indians,  it  was  the  pathetic  inquiry  of  a  poor 
shepherd*  who  waa  driven  firooB  his  native  scnl,  his  culti- 
vated farm,  and  the  roof  of  his  infancy, 

Impiat  bMC  tam  enlta  noralia  miles  habebit, 
Barbanit  bas  Mfetrsf    Rn  qaeii  eonMvuami  agroil 

It  will  be  some  sad  alleviation  of  the  fate  of  these  depend- 
ent allies,  whom  we  are  urginr  into  the  Western  wilder- 
ness, that  their  lands,  and  their  houses,  their  fields,  and 
their  pastures,  their  civilized,  improved,  and  christian 
homes,  mill  pass  into  the  possesion  of  their  cirQized  and 
christian  brethren;  who,  I  doubt  no^,  will  do  their  beat  to 
mitigate  the  bitterness  of  the  cup.  At  some  future  dar, 
should  they  escape  the  destruction  which,  as  I  thinly,  im- 
pends over  them  beyond  tiie  Missiasippi,  some  of  their 
children  will  perhaps  be  moved  by  the  desire  to  under- 
take a  pious  pilgrimage  to  the  seats  from  which  thdr 
fathers  were  removed.  The  children  of  the  exile  will 
not,  I  know,  be  turned  unkindly  fi'om  the  door  of  the 
child  of  the  "fortunate  drawer."  Here,  they  wiUaTr 
are  the  roofs  beneath  which  our  parents  were  bom,  and 
fbr  which  our  white  brethren  tast  lots;  here  arc  tfie  sodi 
beneath  which  the  ashes  of  our  fore&thcrs  are  bad;  and 
there  are  the  ruins  of  the  council  house  where  the  feith 
of  our  great  father  was  solemnly  pledged  to  protect  us! 
Sir,  it  is  for  tliis  Congress  to  say  whether  such  is  the 
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18;  if  it  were  as  safe  from  the  wild  tribes  of  the  desert^  as  futurity  we  will  entail  on  these  dependent  tribes.  If  they 
:♦  :.  ^«^4>^.:^...i»  -.-..^-^j.   :r  — «j  — j  ..^*^.  -~*rhust  gt>,  let  it  not  be  to  any  spot  within  the  United  Stitci 

They  are'not  safe;  they  cannot  bind  us — ^they  c»nnot  trust 
us.  We  shall  aolemnly  promise,  but  we  shall  break  our 
word.  We  shall  si^  and  seal,,  but  we  shall  not  perform. 
Let  them  go  to  Texas;  let  them  join  the  Camanches,  for 
their  sakes,  and  for  ourt;  for  theirs,  to  escape  the  disasters 
of  another  removal — ^for  ours,  that  we  may  be  spared  iti 
shame. 

-  Now,  Mr,  I  have  done  my  duty.  I  have  intended  nothing 
offensive  to  any  man,  or  body  of  men.  I  have  aimed  only 
to  speak  the  trutli,  honestly  and  earnestly,  but  not  opprv^ 
briously.  If,  in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  I  bate  utteiw 
any  tiling"  which  gees  beyond  this  limit,  I  wish  it  unsaid. 

I  am  not  without  hopes  that  Congress  will  yet  throw  rt» 
broad  shield  over  these  our  fellow-beings,  who  look  to  u» 
fbr  protection^  beiny  perfectly  satisfied  that,  if  the  quf«- 
tion  could  be  presented  free  from  all  extraneous  con- 
siderations to  the  decision  of  the  House,  it  would  be  tor 
the  preservation  of  the  treaties. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  I  am  confident  that  the  time 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  people  w'dl  be  all  but  unanh 
mous  in  tlus  matter,  i  believe  that  even  now,  ^°"^ 
be  freed  from  all  delusive  coloring^,  and  submitted  to  «* 
mighty  company  in  the  Uiuon,  of  sober,  unprejudiced, 
disinterested  men,  their  voice  would  reach  us,  like  a  riu^ 
ingf  storm  from  heaven.  Rather  than  have  this  hall  roa* 
Uie  theatre  of  such  a  disastrous  violation  of  the  natiotfi 
faith,  they  would  speak  to  us  in  a  tone  which  would  snaM 


it  IB  notoriously  exposed;  if  wood  and  water  were  as 
abundant  as  they  are  confessedly  scarce;  if  it  were  the- 
paradise  which  it  is  not;  so  much  the  worse  for  the  In- 
dians— the  miserable  victims  whom  we  are  going* to  delude 
into  it.  The  idea  that  they  qan  there  be  safe  is  perfecthr 
chimerical;  and  every  areument  to  show  that  the  land  is 
good,  is  an  argument  of  denuNistration  that  they  will  soon 
be  driven  from  it.  If  all  these  treaties  cannot  save  them, 
nothing'  can.  What  pledges  can  we  give  stronger  than 
we  have  given  ? 

It  is  partly  for  this  reason  that  I  urge  the  House  to  set- 
tle the  question;  and  the  more  plainly  we  meet  it,  if  we 
settle Jt  against  the  Indians,  the  more  humane  will  be  our 
conduct.  If  we  intend  to  be  faitliless  to  all  these  com- 
pacts, let  our  want  of  faith  he  made  as  ng^  and  manifest 
as  it  can  be. 

'*  Here,  at  the  centre  of  the  nation,  beneatli  the  portals 
of  the  Capitol,  let  as  solemnly  auspicate  the  new  era  of 
violated  promises,  and  tarnished  faith.  Let  us  kindle  a 
grand  council-fire,  not  of  treaties  made  and  ratified,  but 
of  treaties  annulled  and  broken.  Let  us  send  to  our  ar- 
chives for  the  worthless  parchments,  and  burn  them  in 
tiie  face  of  day.  There  will  be  some  yearnings  of  huma- 
nly as  we  perform  the  solemn  act.  They  were  negotia- 
ted for  valuable  considerations;  we  keep  the  considera- 
tion, and  break  the  bond.  One  nve  peace  to  our  afflicted 
frontier;  another  protected  our  mfimt  settlements.  Many 
were  made  when  we  were  weak;  nearly  all  at  our  earnest 
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these  mugf  columns  to  tbeir  base,  and  pile  this  canopy 
in  heaps  on  our  heads. 

{Mr.  £.  addressed  the  House  antU  near  four  o'clock 
to  day;  \rhen»  being  eyidently  much  ezhausted,  (having^ 
not  long  since  recovered  from  a  serere  illness,)  Mr. 
Watitb  and  Mr.  Vasce  rose  at  the  same  moment,  to  re- 
quest that  he  would  yield  to  a  motion  for  adjournment; 
which  he  did,  and  the  House  adjourned.  Mr.  E.  there- 
fore delirered  a  portion  of  the  preceding*  remarks  en  the 
following  Monday,  when  the  subject  again  came  up;  but 
the  whole  of  his  speech  is  embodied  above.] 

TUSSDAT,  FBB&UA.mT  15. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  CHltrTON,  by  instruction  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Pensions,  moved  a  resolution  to  set  apart  Wed- 
nesday, the  IGth  instant,  for  the  consideration  of  biUs  and 
reports  respecting  the  clums  for  revolutionary  pensions. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  the  resolution, 
principally  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  preference  to 
this  species  of  business,  over  the  other  important  matters 
before  the  House,  in  which  Messrs.  CHILTON,  HOFF- 
MAN,  TREZVANT,  CRAIG,  POLK,  GRENNELL, 
BRAYTON,  and  WICKLIFFE,  joined.  After  an  inef- 
fectuftl  motion  of  Mr.  SPEIGHT  to  Uy  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  Mr.  TAYLOR,  for  the  purpose,  be  said,  of 
preventing  more  time  from  being  consumed  on  the  reso- 
lution, than  it  would  take  to  pass  half  of  the  pension  bills, 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  carried,  and  the 
resolution  adopted,  (so  modified,  at  the  sugfgestion  of  Mr. 
WHITTI.X8BT,  as  to  conftuc  its  operation  to  bills,  to  the 
exclusion  of  reports.) 

Mr.  HAYNES,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  obtaining 
an  opportimity  of  replying  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
EvsBBTT,  yesterday,  on  the  Indian  question,  and  return- 
ing^ some  of  the  Avon  he  had  bestowed  on  Georj^ia, 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule  which  confined  the  continu- 
mnce  of  that  debate  to  Mondays,  and  to  allow  it  to  proceed 
Uvday;  but  the  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  H.,  then  referring  to  a  case  stated  in  the  journals 
of  last  sesnon,  where  the  question  on  the  reference  of  a 
petition,  near  the  close  of  the  session,  was  debated  from 
day  to  day,  asked  of  the  Chair  in  what  that  case  was  dis- 
tinguished from  this,  to  justify  a  different  practice?  He 
knew  of  no  rule  of  the  House  on  the  subject. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  repfy  that  there 
was  no  positive  rule  which  forbad  the  continuance  of  the 
debate  from  day  to  day;  but  the  decision  in  the  present 
case  was  founded  on  what  was  understood  by  the  Chair 
to  be  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  the  acquiescence  of  the 
House  in  that  decision. 

Mr.  LECOMPTE  then  moved  to  suspend  the  nde,  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  up  his  resolution  proposing  to 
limit  the  term  of  service  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  but  the  motion  was  rejected  almost  unanimously. 

BILL  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  SUSAN  DECATUR. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE,  according  to  notice,  now  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  Friday  last,  by  which  tibus 
bill  was  reiccted.  Had  the  bill  been  so  amended  as  to 
grant  to  the  nieces  of  Commodore  Decatur  a  portion  of 
the  sum  of  Uiirty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
tiollara,  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  his  widow,  he  believed 
the  bill  would  have  passed;  and  it  waa  to  try  it  with  such 
an  amendment  tliat  he  moved  its  reconsideration.  He 
therefore  hoped  no  gentleman  would  vote  for  the  recon- 
flideraUon  who  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  the  bill  if  «t  should 
be  so  amended,  as  it  would  be  a  waste  of  the  time  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MERCER,  lest  that  which  was  done  by  a  fiill  House, 
might  be  undone  by  a  thin  one,  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
but  the  motion  was  negatived. 


The  question  was  then  put  on  the  reconsideration  of 
the  former  vote,  and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
99,  nays  96;  and  the  question  therefore  recurred  on  or* 
dering  the  bill  to  a  thinl  reading. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  pro- 
viding that  twenty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Decatur,  and  ten  thousand  dollars 
to  the  daughters  of  Commodore  Decatur's  sister,  Mrs. 
McRnigiit. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  which 
particularized  tiie  nieces,  so  as  to  leave  the  grant  to  be 
divided  amongst  all  the  nieces  of  the  deceased  CommcH 
dore,  his  brother,  John  P.  Decatur,  having  daughters 
equally  entitled. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  opposed  the  motion.  His  object 
was  to  provide  for  those  who  were  brought  up  by  Com- 
modore Decatur  as  a  part  of  liis  family. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hajcmohs  was  lost;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  HOFFMAN,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on 
Mr*  MiLuia's  amendment. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
adding  thereto  a  provision,  that  an  additional  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  be  given  to  Mrs.  Decatur,  if,  at  tiie  end 
of  three  year^,  that  amount  should  not  be  claimed  by  the 
inferior  classes  provided  for  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  MILLER  accepted  the  amendment;  but,  it  being 
opposed  by  Meurs.  WILLIAMS,  TAYLOR,  and  DRAY- 
TON,  it  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Mllleb's  amend* 
ment,  and  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote — ^yeas  100, 
nays  82. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  now  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Naval  committee,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it, 
as  to  provide  for  distributing  the  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  appropriated  according  to  the  prize  act. 

Some  debate  arose  on  this  motion,  on  tiie  part  of  Messrs. 
WILLFAMS,  CHILTON,  and  BARRINGKR;  when,  to 
put  an  end  to  what  he  deemed  furtiier  unnecessary  dis* 
cussion,  as  he  presumed  every  member  was  prepared  to 
vote  on  the  bill, 

Mr.  POTTER  moved  the  previous  question;  which, 
beinr  sustained,  it  brought  the  question  at  once  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  bilL 

The  question  waS' accordingly  put,  <*  Shall  the  bill  be 
engrossed,  jind  read  a  third  time?"  It  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barringer,  Baylor,  Beek- 
man.  Bell,  Borst,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burgas,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Clay,  Coleman,  Condict,  Craig, 
Crocheron,  Crowninshield,  Deberry,  De  Witt,  Dickin* 
son,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Drayton,  D wight.  Eager,  Earll, 
Joshua ,  Evans,  £.  Everett,  Finch,  Ford,  Forward,  Fry, 
Gilmore,  Gordon,  Green,  Halsey,  Hawkins,  Hemphill, 
Hinds,  Hodges,  Holhmd,  Howard,  Ihrie,  Thomas  Irwin, 
Isacks,  Jarvia,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  Leiper,  Lent, 
Mallary,  Marr,  Martin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCrecry, 
McDuffie,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Mcnell,  Muhlenberg, 
Nuckolls,  Overton,  Fatten,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter, 
Ramsey,  Randolph^  Rose,  Scott,  Smith,  A.  Spencer,  R. 
Spencer,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro, 
Yarnum,  Verplanck,  Washington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  C.  P. 
White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wilde,  Wilson.~90. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Augel, 
Armstrong,  Bsile}-,  Noyes  Barber,  Barnwell,  Bartley, 
Bates,  James  Blair,  John  Biair,  Bockee,*  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Butman,  Gaboon,  Chandler,  Childs,  Chilton,  Claiborne, 
Coke,  Conner,  Cooper,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crock- 
ett,. Daniel,  Davenport,  John  Davis,  Desha,  Draper,  Dud- 
ley, Duncan,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Horace  Everett, 
Findlay,  Foster,  Gaither,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hammons,  Har- 
vey, Haynes,  Hoffman,  Hubbard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ington, W.  W.  Irvin,  Jennings,  Johns,  Kendnll,  Kincaid, 
Perkins  King,  A.  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecomptc, 
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Lewis;  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  Martindale,  Levis 
Maxvrell,  McCoy,  Pieraon,  Rencher,  Ricbardson,  Roane, 
Russel,  9anford,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Sheppcrd, 
Shields,  Sill,  Speight,  SpHgg,  Stanbery,  Standefer, 
Henry  R.  Storrs,  W.  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Swann,  Swift, 
Taylor,  Test,  W.  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Traccy, 
Trezvant,  Tucker,  Vance,  Vinton,  Whittlesey,  Williams, 
Yancey.— 99. 

So  the  bill  was  again  rejected. 

RELIEF  TO  L\ND  PURCHASERS. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  passed  on  the  31st  March,  1830,  for 
the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  lands,  and  for  the  sup- 
presuon  of  fraudulent  practices  at  the  public  sales  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  IRVIN,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  bill  with  much  ear- 
nestness, and  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section. 

Mr.  CLAY,  of  Alabama,  said,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
indulged  by  the  House  in  gi\ing8ome  explanation,  and 
in  the  statement  of  a  few  facts,  in  reference  to  the  bill  un- 
der consideration.  It  will  be  perceived,  said  he,  by  all 
who  have  attended  to  the  reading  of  the  bill,  that  its  pro- 
visions are  intended  to  be  supplementary  to,  and  emen- 
datory  of,  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  relief 
of  land  purchasers.  That  law  has  extended  relief  imper- 
fectly, and  very  unequally.  To  those  who  bought  land  at 
fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  and  upwards,  which  had  revert- 
ed with  the  onc'fourth  paid  thereon,  patents  were  given, 
without  further  payment;  whilst  those  who  had  purchased 
lands  at  less  than  fourteen  dollars,  which  have  since  re- 
verted, were  required  to  pay  additional  sums  per  acre, 
varying  according  to  the  original  price.  So  in  regard  to 
tlie  relinquished  land,  however  valuable  it  may  be,  or  at 
whatever  prices  it  may  have  sold,  (and  the  prices  varied 
from  two  dollars  up  to  forty,  fifty,  and  even  as  high  as 
seventy  and  eighty  dollars  per  acre,  merely  for  Agricul- 
tural purposes,)  yet  no  higher  price  than  three  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  acre  is  required  by  the  law  for  any 
class  or  portion  of  it,  while  none  is  permitted  to  be  taken 
at  less  than  one  dollar  fifty-six  and  a  fourth  cents.  This  is 
a  variation  of  less  than  two  dollars  in  aU  the  different  classes 
and  grades,  from  the  most  inferior  and  improductive  to 
the  most  fertile  and  valuable.  It  is  of  the  injustice  and  in- 
emiality  of  the  operation  of  this  law,  that  the  memorialists, 
whose  interests  are  embraced  by  this  bill,  complain. 

It  seems  to  roe  that  this  brief  explanation  of  the  princi- 
ples of  tiie  law  passed  at  the  Uist  session,  would  be  a  suf- 
ficient exhibition  of  its  defects,  to  satisfy  every  miMd  tiiat 
some  amendment  is.  demanded  by  that  justice  which  re- 
gards the  interests  of  all  classes  with  equal  favor.  But, 
sir,  as  the  bill  has  been  attacked  with  such  vehemence  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Irvik,]  as  he  has  thought 
proper  to  speak  of  the  larg«  amount  which  it  proposes  to 
give  away,  and  has  endeavored  to  impress  the  House  with 
the  idea  that  an  immense  interest  is  involved,  and  that  tlie 
measure  is  one  of  unusually  important  character,  I  feel 
called  upon  to  g^  further  into  the  discussion.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  bill  can  lose  nothing  by  investigation;  for  ibe 
better  it  is  understood,  tiie  more  conclusive  will  appear 
the  Justness  and  reasonableness  of  tlie  claim  urged  by  this 
unfortunate  class  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

Sir,  as  this  bill  is  intended  to  carry  out  the  principles  of 
the  act  of  last  sesson,  already  mentioned,  anu  to  equalize 
its  operation,  it  may  not  be  improper  or  unprofitable  very 
bricny  to  review  the  grounds  on  which  your  interposition 
was  asked,  and  upon  which  that  measure  w^  accord- 
ed. You  had  been  memorialized  year  after  year  upon  this 
subject,  both  by  tlie  people  and  the  legislatures  vf  the 
new  States.  Again :  at  the  last  session  your  attention  was 
called  to  the  various  causes  which  had  conspired  to  pro- 
duce the  unprecedented  emban*assment  and  intolerable 
distress  which  prevailed  more  c:ipcc':aUy  in  the  Southwest^ 


from  which  quarter  came  the  petitions  for  the  iiiodifi(» 
tionsof  the  law  now  proposed.  You  were  reminded  of 
the  great  inducement  to  purchase  land  in  that  section  of 
the  country— -the  production  of  cotton,  the  great  staple  of 
the  South,  to  which  the  soil  and  climate  were  belieytd  to 
be  alike  adapted)  and  that  at  the  time  of  those  sales  (du- 
ring the  years  1818  and  1819^  this  staple  was  more  in  d^ 
maiid,  and  commanded  a  higner  price  than  at  any  other 
period  of  our  history,  except  in  the  two  or  three  prteed* 
ing  years.  You  were  called  on  to  take  into  view  the  n- 
perabundance  of  the  circulating  medium  in  those  yein, 
occasioned,  in  no  small  degree,  oy  the  extraordinary  mul* 
tiplication  of  bauks  in  every  State  and  territory,  particu* 
Wly  in  the  West,  which  were  then  issuing  millions  of 
monev,  in  the  shape  of  promises,  never  to  be  redeemed; 
and  all  ihis  then  receivable  in  your  land  offices.  You  vcre 
told  of  the  five  or  six  millions  of  *<  Mississippi  stock,'*  the 
fruit  of  compromise  with  the  <*  Yazoo  claimants,"  ss  they 
were  familiarly  called,  issued  by  your  authority  and  di- 
rection, to  be  received  in  the  land  ofiices  of  Missisapipi 
and  Alabama  alone,  which  added  greatly  to  the  alresdy 
delusive  appearance  of  capital  and  prosperity  in  those 
States,  lliey  reiterated  their  well-founded  compUinti  of 
the  combinations  of  specukters,  who  crowded  the  differeot 
places  of  sale,  for  the  purpose  of  monopolizing  the  lands 
which  had  been  improve^  and  rendered  productive  bj 
their  toil,  and  industry,  and  enterprise;  in  consequence  of 
which  they  were  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  gifin; 
prices  the  most  extravagant,  even  for  those  extravagant 
times,  or  submit  to  be  driven  still  further  back  into  the 
wilderness,  at  seasons  when  ruin  and  starvation  would 
have  been  the  almost  inevitable  result  to  many  of  tlieir 
families.  After  all  this,  when  the  currency  of  the  United 
States  had  been  reduced  firom  about  one  hundred  and  ten 
HHllions  to  for^-five  millions  of  dollars;  when  the  Missis- 
sippi stock  had  almost  entirely  disappeared;  when  nor^ 
or  the  banks  had  exploded,  and  the  paoer  of  nine-uothi 
of  tliem  was  refused  in  payment,  you  abandoned  the  cre^ 
dit  system,  and  sold  your  land  for  cash,  at  a  reduction  of 
37^  per  centum. 

They  turned  your  attention  to  another  fact,  which  leeiw 
to  me,  of  itself,  conclusive  of  their  claim  to  your  equitable 
consideration — ^the  sudden  and  unprecedented  reductoa 
in  the  value  of  their  8U||Je,  Its  continued  depresaioa,  and 
the  consequent  proportionate  dinunution  in  the  value  a 
the  capital  employed  in  its  production.  When  the  lands 
in  question  were  sold,  and  for  several  previous  years,  cot- 
ton would  readily  command  fi^m  twenty-five  to  thirty 
cents  per  pound;  for  some  years  past,  the  average  pnce 
has  not  been  more  than  one-fouirth.  As  much  land  and  ss 
much  labor  are  now  reqiured  to  produce  a  given  quantity, 
say  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  nett  cotton,  as  then;  but  m«* 
the  difibrence  in  the  sum  received  by  the  planter.  Attw 
price  in  1813,  (assuming  twenty-eight  cents  as  the  average,) 
that  quantity  was  worth  |14,O00;  at  the  price  of  the  ia« 
four  or  five  years,  (assuming  seven  cents  as  a  fair  average,} 
the  same  quantity  would  only  be  worth  ^,500.  Bear  u 
mind,  too,  that  the  diminution  in  the  amount  of  incidental 
expenses  lias  not  been  in  equal  proportion;  while  cotton 
has  gone  down  three  fourths,  they  have  not  been  reduced 
more  than  one-fourth..  Suppose  the  former  amount  oi 
those  charges  to  have  been  $2,000,  it  would  have  left  tM 
planter's  nett  profit  at  |12,000;  take  from  the  total  pro- 
duct now  11,500,  being  one-fourth  leas,  and  it  1»t^^!" 
only  $2,000,  onlr  one-sixtli  of  the  former  profit  U  w 
same  quantity  of  huid,  with  the  same  amount  of  capital  ana 
labor  employed  in  ito  cultivation,  will  profit  the  o»ner 
but  one-sixth,  can  it  be  worth  one-fourth  the  P"*^ JJ 
which  it  might  before  have  been  reasonably  ^^^ 
That  it  is  not,  is  as  clear  as  demonstration  itself;  and  we 
truth  of  the  melancholy  concluuon  would  be  tttcstcd  or 


tlie  judgment  of  all  who  have  lived  in  the  region 
to  during  the  last  twelve  years. 
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Bat,  bemdei  thoie  &cti,  which  wore  abunduitly  ettA- 
bliahed  by  reference  to  the  history  of  tiie  country,  it  was 
riiown  by  the  official  report  of  the  Comnunioiier  of  the 
Genend  Land  Office,  that  the  pnrchimn  of  knd  in  Ala- 
bama had  paid,  for  nearly  half  a  nulUcni  of  acres  which 
had  reretted,  an  aTeraee  price  of  one  dollar  and  thirty- 
nine  cents  per  acre,  when  your  sales  of  about  the  same 
quantt^,  in  the  same  State,  during^  the  three  preceding^ 
y^rs,  had  exceeded  that  average  but  three-tenths  of  a 
cent  per  acre,  and  when  the  average  price  of  near  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  acres,  sold  during  the  same  three  vears 
in  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  IfiBsonri,  had  ftJlen  short  of  that 
avenge  about  fourteen  cents  per  acre,  having  brought  but 
one  ooUar  twenty-five  centi  and  six  mills  per  acre. 

In  view  of  such  facts,  thev  called  upon  you  to  relieve 
them  from  their  distress  and  embarrassment— to  exempt 
them  from  the  ruinous  consequences  of  oontnets,  which 
had  been  made  improvidently,  but  in  good  Ihith.  Upon 
this  candid  and  ^ust  exposition  of  the  grounds  on  which 
they  rested  their  claims,  they  asked  yjoa  to  soffier  them 
to  retain  their  homes,  which  uiev  had  improved  by  much 
hbor  and  expenditove,  at  the  nir  valne^  as  it  had  been 
ascertained  by  that  most  in&llible  of  aQ  tests— experience. 
They  called  on  you  as  their  brethren,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  their  brethren  in  eym  section  of  their  beloved 
country,  to  deal  with  them  on  the  brood  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples of  equitjr  and  good  consoieoco.  Hiey  appealed  to 
voor  sense  of  justice  and  your  magnanimity.  Thank 
neaven!  their  Appeal  was  not  wholly  in  vaini  you  did 
accord  to  them  partial  relieft  many  of'^them,  perhaps  the 
larger  portion,  are  satisfied.  Those  who  had  purchased 
the  most  valaable  lands  were  entirely  refieved  fzom  the 
insupportable  burden  of  debt  which  had  been  hanging 
over  them  for  years,  and  threatening  them  and  their  niou- 
lies  with  bankxiiptey  and  ruin.  Those  who  had  purdiased 
mferior  lands  found  in  the  law  some  mitigation  of  their 
grierancea— St  suspension  of  the  sales  of  their  homes,  whidi 
were  to  have  taken  place  in  the  enstunr  spring  and  sum- 
mer, and  the  harbinger,  as  they  hopod  siiid  ^licved,  of 
more  equal  and  liberal  justice  at  the  preaeat  session. 

The  petitioners  now  complain  that  the  act  of  last  session 
**does  not  afiTord  to  them  ^her  an  adequate  or  propor- 
tionate reUef.''  Th^  diselaim  all  *'  invidioos  feeliqgs  at 
the  good  fortune  of  the  holders  of  high  prioed  landsi  who 
are  presented  with  patents  on  surrendering  their  certifi- 
cates and  paying  the  fees  of  office.''  Nor  do  thev  com- 
plain **of  the  pre-emption  rq(fats  granted  to  settkrs  on 
the  public  landsf''  but  they  *'  view  with  surprise  and  re- 
gret the  hct  of  their  forminir  an  isolated  dass,  apparently 
excluded  from  the  fiivor  of  Government.'*  They  think 
(and  it  is  certainly  a  reasonable  opinion)  that  **  if  the  ob- 
ject of  Congress  was  to  raise  a  certain  amount  from  land 
debtors,"  it  was  but  <' just  that  it  should  have  been  drawn 
in  ratable  proportions  from  alls"  whilst,  in  point  of  fhct, 
*'the  heariest  contributiona  have  been  levied  upon  the 
holders  of  low  priced  lands,  generally  consisting  of  the 
poorer  classes  or  society."  Such  is  their  language,  and 
•ttch  are  their  views^  and  they  are  unquestionably  roimded 
in  truth.  Whoever  has  exanuned  the  enactments  of  the 
law  complained  of,  and  has  understood  its  operation,  will 
be  ready  to  respond  to  the  truth  and  aoouracy  of  every 
ground  assumea  by  the  memorialista. 

Sir,  what  do  the  petitioners  ask^  Simply  that  you  wUl 
extend  to  them  relief  proportionate  to  that  which  you  have 
extended  to  their  more  tortonate  and  more  wealthy  bre- 
thren and  feliow-suflTerers.  They  ask  a  measure  of  justice, 
equal  to  that  which  you  have  meted  out  to  others,  who 
are  less  needy,  and  have  no  better  chuma^  on  any  fair  prin- 
ciple. The  basis,  the  very  foundation  of  their  cbim  is, 
that  it  is  as  fiur  to  presume  that  i^everted  or  relinquished 
lands,  which  originaliy  sold  lor  leas  than  fourteen  dcAlars 
per  acre,  brought,  or  rather  exceeded,  its  proportionate 
value,  as  that  those  bnds,  did  which  sold  te  hi^Mr  prices. 
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And  is  not  this  assumption  perfbetly  reasonable  and  well 
founded?  Is  it  not  a  fior  conclusion,  that  land,  iituated 
in  the  same  section  of  countiy»  put  up  at  auction  At  the 
ssme  time,  in  the  same  marked  and  in  the  same  commu- 
nity, would  sell  according  to  its  proportionate  value,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  quality  of  soil,  situation,  and  aM  other 
incidents  which  enhuice  or  dinunish  it?  You  must  adroit 
it,  or  agi^e  that  your  mode  of  selling  the  public  lands  is 
entirely  erroneous;  for  the  auction  system  is  predicated 
on  tiie  assumption  that  it  is  the  true  mode  of  getting  the 
fUll  and  fiur  wue  of  each  tract  of  land. 

Sir,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  explain  how  this  in- 
equality was  produced.  AHfaough  the  bill,  as  originally 
introduced,  was  less  fitvorable  to  a  largo  portion  of  the 
purchasers  who  sought  relief,  yet  it  was  far  more  equal  in 
Its  distribiition.  The  influence  wluch  the  fitvorable  opin- 
ion and  san<;tion  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  JLand 
Office  would  probably  have  on  the  action  of  the  House, 
induced  me  to  enclose  to  him  a  copy  of  the  orieinal  bill, 
and  ask  him  to  examine  its  provisions,  and  f^ve  his  views 
in  reply.  He  did  esaDnne  it,  and  approved  its  provisions 
in  the  main;  but,  in  conclusion,  remarked,  "As  those 
persons  who  purchased  originally  at  very  extravagant 
prices,  say  at  fifteen  dollars  per  acre,  or  upwards,  may 
not  be  disposed  to  avail  tiiemselvcs  of  the  fust  provimon 
of  the  first  section,  and  those  of  the  second  section,  I 
would  suffgest  die  propriety  of  inserting  a  maximum  prioe , 
for  those  luids. "  He  accordingly  retomed  the  copy  of  the 
bill,  which  I  had  enclosed,  with  provisoes  inserted  in  the 
first  and  second  sections,  Ihniting  the  price  of  each  class  to 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  as  it  finally  passed.  I  have 
the  original  letter  of  which  I  have  sponn  now  on  my 
desk,  subject  to  the  examination  of  any  gentleman  who 
may  desire  it.  The  €)ommsttee  on  the  Pubitc  Lands  were 
willtng  to  report  the  bill  as  approved  by  Ifr.  Graham, 
while  they  had  refused  again  and  again  to  report,  without 
amendment*  the  bill  whidi  had  passed  the  Senate,  fixing 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  both  cbisses  of  land  at  one  dollar 
and  twen^-five  cents  per  acre.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, what  course  was  lef\  to  be  pursued  by  the  dele- 
gations firom  the  new  States?  If  they  could  not  obtain  all 
they  thought  required  by  the  situation  of  their  respective 
constitoents,  would  they  have  been  justified  in  rejecting 
that  wluch  was  offered  or  could  be  obtained?  I  can  an- 
swer more  particularly  for  my  coIlcap;ues  and  myself.  All 
the  reverted  and  relinquished  land  m  Alabama  had  then 
already  been  proohdmed  for  sale  in  the  months  of  May 
and  June  following.  Our  eonstitoenta  were  the  great 
sufFersm.  Indeed,  they  had  sufTcred  more  than  the  citi- 
zens of  all  the  other  new  States  together;  and,  in  a  sale 
at  auction,  they  would  have  been  obliged  to  encounter 
bands  of  speoiuators  of  every  grsde»  from  the  capitalist 
who  enters  the  market  and  buys  on  his  own  money,  down 
to  the  contemptible  hash-money  dealer,  who  of^n  swin- 
dles without  money.  Sir,  a  system  of  this  character  bad 
grown  up  and  been  matiu«d  among  us,  and  we  had  wit- 
nessed the  baneful  effects  of  its  operation.  No  time  was 
to  be  lost;  for  only  a  few  days  more  than  two  months  were 
to  dapse  between  the  time  at  which  the  measure  was 
under  ^consideration  and  the  commencement  of  tlie  sales. 
With  this  threatening  array  of  evils  before  us,  my  col- 
leaeues  andn^iel^  on  consultation  m  to  the  most  discreet 
and  prudent  course  for  the  interest  and  safelgr  of  our  con- 
stituents^ determined  to  paas  the  bill,  if  possible"— not  aa 
tbfi  most  just  and  equid  measure  which  we  could  have 
asked  or  derired,  but  as  the  best  that  could  then  be  ob- 
tained* VITe  could  not  feel  justified  in  the  rejection  of 
relief  to  one  portion,  because  it  could  not  be  equally  ex- 
tended to  all;  and,  if  we  had  done  so^  we  should  have  me- 
rited and  received  the  execrations  of  all.  For  one,  I 
should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  have  obtained  relief  for  Any 
porticm,  however  few,  if  nothing  better  could  have  been 
done* 
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But,  sir,  wlienee  comes  this  i^olent  oppontion  to  the 
bUl  on  your  table  .^  From  one  of  the  BepresentstiTes  from 
Ohio— from  a  BepresentatiTe  from  a  Western  State,  and 
of  a  people  who  haye,  doubtless,  in  some  def^e,  once 
strog^led  with  the  same  current  of  adyersity  wUch  has 
so  lon^  threatened  to  overwhelm  the  people  of  Alabama. 
His  constituents  having  escaped  from  the  difficulty  and 
dciig;er  which  perhaps  once  embarrassed  them,  and  ob- 
tained a  secure  footing  on  firm  ^^round,  he  would  look 
back  upon  us,  still  striving  to  extricate  ourselves  from  the 
peril  wnich  surrounds  us,  and  menaces  our  existence;  and» 
so  far  from  extending  the  helping  hand,  he  would  dissuade 
others  from  doing  so.  Sir,  can  this  be  consistent  with  the 
charity  and  magnanimity  of  the  people  of  Ohio?  Would 
they,  because  they  are  now  independent,  and  may  possi* 
bly  have  become  so  under  a  less  liberal  policy  than  we 
ask,  be  willing  to  refuse  us  assistsnce  when  our  situation 
reouires  it?  Would  they  deny  aid  to  others,  because  they 
haa  not  received  it,  (were  it  the  fact,)  or  because  they 
now  stand  in  no  need  themselves?  Sir,  I  am  unwilling  to 
believe  it;  and  1  will  not  ascribe  to  them  a  character  so 
selfish  and  illiberal. 

But  the  gentleman  speaks  of  the  prejudicial  effect 
which  is  to  be  produced  on  the  value  of  lands  owned  by 
individuals:  he  means  what  I  have  often  heard  him  ex- 
press, that  such  measures  are  calculated  to  unhinge  the 
value  of  real  estate.  Whose  interest  is  likely  to  be  so  af- 
fected? Not  tbat  of  the  planter  or  farmer,  who  usually 
has  only  the  quantity  of  land  he  wishes  to  occupy  and  cul- 
tivate ror  the  support  of  hb  fiunily,  and  to  rear  and  edu- 
cate his  children.  Such  men  do  not  wish  to  sell;  they  do 
not  regard  the  market  price  as  matter  of  interest  to  them- 
selves; they  generally  expect  to  live  and  die  on  the  parti- 
cular places  which  they  have  selected  for  residence;  but, 
if  they  did,  the  cheapness  of  land  elsewhere  would  be 
proportioned  to  the  diminution  of  the  value  of  their  own, 
and  would  meet  the  wants  and  interests  of  their  rising  fa- 
milies. Would  the  gentleman  innst,  that,  because  some 
of  us  may  have  made  hard  bargains,  and  have  given  high 
prices  m  our  lands,  we  should  object  to  others  ^tting 
theirs  on  reasonable  terms?  Sir,  many  of  my  constituents 
hUve  given  much  more  tiian  the  value  of  their  lands;  do 
they  oppose  the  relief  sought  by  their  neighbors  and  fel- 
low-citizens? '  By  no  means;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would 
rejoice  at  their  deliverance.  I  have  given  more  tKan  twen- 
ty dollars  per  acre  for  a  portion  of  the  land  I  cultivate, 
for  which  I  could  not  now  obtain  five  dollars  per  acre;  but 
would  I,  on  that  account,  refhse  to  let  my  neighbor  have 
his  land  on  just  terms,  or  envy  his  good  fortune  were  he 
t6  get  it  for  less  than  its  value,  because  the  effect  might 
be  to  cheapen  mine?  No,  sir;  fiup  from  it  Were  I  capa- 
ble of  such  illiberal  sentiments,  such  want  of  magnanimity, 
the  high-minded  and  generous  pe<n>le  whom  J  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  would  spurn  me— they  would  discard 
me  from  their  confidence. 

-  Sir,  it  is  not  interest  of  the  farmer  or  planter  that  is  to 
be  affected  by  reducing  the  price  of  public  lands,  or  ex- 
tending relief  to  land  debtors.  It  is  only  the  interest  of 
the  speculator;  the  interest  of  the  landmonger,  who  buys 
and  sells  for  profit,  and  who  has  large  qnantities  on  hand, 
that  can  be  injured  by  such  measures;  and  they  alone 
would  be  likely  to  complain.  I  will  not  charge  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  with  mtending  to  represent  the  interest 
of  large  landholders  and  speculators,  instead  of  that  «f 'the 
great  body  of  the  people;  but  I  will  state  some  facts,  from 
which  gentlemen  can  draw  their  own  deductions,  sa  to  tiie 
effect  of  1^  course  of  policy. 

'  Many  years  ago,  certain  grants  were  made  to  cerhun 
agents  and  directors  of  tlie  **Ohio  Company  of  Associates." 
I  think  the  first  was  for*  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
acres,  a  second  tract  contained  about  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  tiionaand  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  and 
a  third  contained  one  hundred  thousand  acres.    All  those 


grants,  I  believe^  were  made  tp  the  same  *'  Ohio  Company 
of  Associates,"  amounting  to  more  than  a  million  of  acret. 
A  grant  was  subsequiently  made  to  John  Cleyes  Sjrmmes 
for  one  million  of  acres,  though  afterwards  modified,  and 
tiie  quantity  somewhat  reduced.  Still  another  grant  was 
made  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gballiopolisi  for  tweaty-four 
thounnd  acres.  There  may  have  been  other  large  granti 
to  companies  or  to  indtyiduals,  which  I  have  not  noticed; 
but  those  stated  amount  to  ii>oat  two  millions  of  acres. 
Now,  sir,  much  of  this  land  may,  and  doubUeas  does,  re- 
main unsold;  nor  will  it  sell  for  profit  while  there  is  much 
land  in  market  on  reasonable  terms.  Consequently,  it 
would  be  to  tiie  interest  of  individuals  or  companies,  so 
situated,  that  no  land  should  be  brought  into  market;  or, 
if  any  be  offered  for  sale,  that  it  shall  be  on  terms  so  higii 
SM  to  mske  it  the  Interest  of  purchasers  to  buy  of  them  ra- 
ther than  of  the  Government.  On  the  same  principle, 
relief  to  purchasers  who  have  made  ruinous  contracts 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  or,  if  granted  at  sll,  on  cautious 
terms,  lest  the  value  of  real  estate  in  the  hands  of  imfin- 
duals  should  be  impaired.  Such  sa  interest  as  thai  to  which 
1  have  alluded,  is  much  bett^  subserved  by  keeping  up 
the  prioe  of  the  public  lands,  and  by  refusing  relief  to  tlie 
purchasers  under  the  credit  system,  than  tne  interest  of 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  or  that  of  the  Goyernment 

Sir,  the  people  of  Alabama  have  paid  a  larger  amount 
of  money  into,  the  treasury,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  acres  which  have  been  sold  witlun  her  limits,  than  those 
of  any  other  State.  By  the  rep<Hrt  of  a  select  committee, 
made  in  February,  1829,  it  appears  that  the  whole  quanr 
tity  of  land  then  sdd  amountea  to  twenty-one  million  six 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-mne  acre%  for  wmch  the  Government  had  recei?- 
ed  thuty-siz  million  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
three  dollars.  Of  that  sum,  Alabama  had  then  paid  seven 
nullion  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  thounnd  seven 
hundred  and  forty>«ix  dollars  and  twenty«four  cents— be- 
ing more  than  one-fifth  of  the  total  amount  paid  by  all  the 
o^er  States*  for  a  little  more  than  three  millions  of  acres, 
or  about  one-seventh  of  the  aggregate  quantity  of  land 
sold.  Up  to  the  same  time.  Ohm  had  paid  about  sixteen 
millions  ra  dollars  for  about  nine  millions  of  acres.  The 
average  price  pud  by  Oliio  was  one  dollar  and  seventy-' 
ei^t  cents  per  acre,  while  Alabama  had  paid  an  average 
pnce  of  two  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents  per  acre,  and 
exceeding  the  average  price  of  Ohio  forty-six  oenU  per 
acK.  If  gentiemen  will  Uke  the  trouble  to  make  the  esti- 
mate, they  will  find  the  excess  paid  by  the  people  of  Ala- 
bama, over  those  of  Ohio»  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land, 
accoidingto  this  difierencOftOf  price  in  the  two  States, 
amounts  to  nearfy  a  mUlion  and  a  lialf  of  dollars.  Is  not 
this  difference  enormous  to  result  from  the  sale  of  a  little 
more  than  three  millions  of  acres?  Yet  it  is  from  a  part 
of  the  representation  from  Ohio  that  we  encounter  the 
most  prompt,  decided,  and  unrelenting  opposition  to  every 
measure  proposed  for  the  rehef  of  purchasers  in  the  State 
from  which  I  come,  and,  1  may  add,  to  every  measure 
which  is  calctthited  to  fiivor  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  new  StafiM  generally. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen 
to  ftay  whether  it  is  unreasonable  to  ask»  or  to  expect,  the 
relief  contemplated  by  the  bill  under  consideration.  We 
do  not  propose  to  take  a  single  acre  for  a  less  price  tlon 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  We  oflTcr  lor  this  infenj* 
land  such  price  as  you  have  received  (deducting  six  inilM 
per  acre)  fiir  near  a  million  and  a  half  of  acres,  sold  in 
three  of  the  new  States,  in  three  successive  years  preced- 
ing the  hist  session  of  Congress;  and  within  a  few  cents  of 
the  price  received  for  near  half  a  million  of  acres  sold,  in 
the  same  ihree  years,  in  the  SUte  which  1,  in  part,  have 
the  honor  to  represent.  We  ofi'er  the  same  pnce  for 
which  you  sold  several  hundred  thousand  acres  dunn^ 
the  Ust  yw,\iiider  the  ««act  to  grant  preemption  righu 
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to  settlers  oii  tAe  public  lands;"  a  largfe  portion  of  which 
was,  most  likely,  land  of  the  best  quality'.    Nor  should  it 
be  forgotten  tluit  the  individuals  who  now  ask  relief,  and 
seek  the  award  of  justice  at  your  hand,  "^nerally  con- 
sist of  the  poorer  classes  of  society, *'  as  they  have  them- 
selves remarked.     This  position  is  obviously  true,  judging' 
from  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  experience  and  obser- 
vation of  all.     It  is  almost  a  necessary  result  of  competi- 
tion at  a  sale  of  lands  to  the  highest  bidder,  that  men  of 
wealth  should  become  the  purchasers  of  the  most  fertile 
and  valuable  tracts,  by  the  force  of  capital,  driving  those 
who  are  poor  to  the  more  inferior  lands.     But,  sir,  if  rea- 
soning be  not  sufficient  to  establish  the  fact,  I-  have  no 
.  hesitancy  in  oflTertnr  in  its  support  the  humble  testimony 
of  my  own  knowledge  of  its  truth,  as  a  general  proposi- 
tion, from  personal  observation.     As  1  urged  in  the  com- 
mittee at  the  last  session,  and  have  repeated  at  the  pre- 
sent one,  the  holders  of  this  inferior  description  of  land 
are  the  class  of  persons  who,  above  all  others,  have  bad 
the  hardest  bargains  from  the  begfinning,  and  have  the 
strongest  claims  to  favor  and  indulgence. 

Sir,  in  any  just  aspect  in  which  the  subiect  can  be  pre- 
sented, the  relief  proposed  by  the  bill  is  out  fair  and  rea- 
sonable. The  grounds  on  which  it  is  asked  are  fully  sus- 
tained by  the  facts  and  views  which  have  been  presented, 
-whether  considered  in  reference  to  the  interest  or  true 
policy  of  the  Government.  The  relief  prayed  is  from  con- 
tracts the  most  hard  and  inequitable,  made  under  circum- 
stances agpMnst  the  influence  of  which  no  man's  wisdom  or 
circumspection  was  a  sufficient  safeguard.  I  will  not  be- 
lieve, until  it  is  demonstrated  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  that 
you  will  rigidly  adhere  to  the  unequal,  unjust,  and  severe 
terms  of  the  act  of  last  session;  or  that  you  will  deny 
relief  commensurate  with  the  most  liberal  principles  of 
equity  and  good  conscience. 

Hr.  BAYLOR  also  supported  the  billy  and  replied  to 
Mr.  iBVTir. 

Mr.  IRVIN  rejoined  more  at  large  agwnst  the  bill. 
Mr.  WICKLIFFE  comnlenced  a  speech  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  had  spoken  some  time,  when  he  g^ve  way  to  a 
motion  to  adjoumt  *nd 
The  House  adjourned. 


Wbi)hbsi>at,  Febihtaut  16. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

Tlie  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
proposing  to  print  six  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  DANIEL  resumed  the  floor,  and  consumed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  allotted  hour,  in  the  continuation  of  his 
speech  on  the  judiciary — [as  reported  on  a  preceding 
paitfe.]     When  he  had  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  BARRINGER  gave  notice  that  when  this  subject 
came  up  to-morrow,  he  should  make  a  question  of  order, 
whetlier  it  was  competent  for  memben^  on  a  nmple  mo- 
tion,  to  print  the  reports,  to  go  into  a  general  discussion 
of  the  reports  themselves,  and  the  whole  subject  of  the 
judiciary. 

SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  of  the  House 
in  reeard  to  motions,  for  the  ptirpose  of  enabling  himself 
to  submit  a  resolution  requesting  the  Executive  to  enter 
into  negotiations  with  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  to 
induce  them  to  enact  laws  declaring  the  African  slave 
trade  piracy,  and  punishing  it  as  such;  but  the  motion  (re- 
quiring' two-thirds)  was  lost — 63  to  54. 

REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tlie 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  of  1828,  fbr  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 


[This  billy  as  usual  on  all  bills  making  general  provi- 
non  on  the  subject  of  pensions,  gave  rise  to  much  debate; 
especially  on  tiie  often  discussed  question  of  including  the 
militia  in  the  relief  extended  to  the  reg[ular  soldiers.  The 
debate  on  this  question  arose  on  a  motion  by  Mr.  TUCK- 
ER, of  South  Carolina,  to  include  the  militia  volunteers 
and  State  troops  in  the  present  bill,  which  was  ultimately 
adopted ,  almost  by  genml  consent  The  gentlemen  who 
entered  into  the  discussion  (some  of  them  repeatedly) 
were,  Messrs.  VERPLANCK,  DAVIS,  of  Mass.,  WIL- 
LIAMS, TUCKER,  TAYLOR,  CHILTON,  CRAIG, 
BURGES,  BATES,  RICHARDSON,  HUNTINGTON, 
SPENCER,  of  New  York,  McDUFFIE,  A.  H.  SHEP- 
PERD,  STRONG,WILDE,C  AMPBELL,  ELLSWORTH, 
Speight;  BARRINGER,  polk,  and  swift.  The 
following  sketch  embraces  the  principal  features  of  the 
discussion.] 

Mr.  VERPLANCK,  (on  whose  motion  the  House  took 
up  the  bill,)  said  that  the  memorial  of  the  parties  was  so 
succinct,  and  at  the  same  time  so  expressive,  that  he  should 
refrain  from  entering  into  an  argfument  in  support  of  tlieir 
claims.     He  merely  wished  the  memorial  to  be  read. 

The  memorial  was  then  read. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK  explamed  the  object  of  the  bill.  It 
went  to  give  lo  those  individuals  who  had  retired  from  the 
service  after  the  capture  of  Cornwallis,  but  before  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  tlie  benefits  of  the  pension  act  of 
1828.  He  moved,  in  amendment,  thatsuch  of  them  as  had 
served  two  years  and  nx  months,  should  be  included. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  that  when  it  was  conndered  what  a 
length  of  time  had  elapsed  since  these  services  were  ren- 
dered, he  thought  that  a  service  of  two  years  might  be 
considered  sufficient  to  entitle  the  parties  to  the  benefit  of 
the  act.     He  submitted  a  motion  to  this  effect. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  several  other  blanks  in 
the  bill  having  being  filled  up. 

The  subject  was  fuKher  debated  by  Messrs*  VER- 
PLANCK, TAYLOR,  CHILTON,  BURGES,  DRAPER, 
BATES,  HUNTINGTON,  DRAYTON,  McDUFFIE,  and 
A.  H.  8HEPPERD. 

Mr.  TUCKER  then  moved  the  amendment  Providian^ 
for  an  extennon  of  the  benefits  of  the  bill  to  the  militia  af 
tiie  several  States  who  actually  served  for  six  months  in 
the  war  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  CHILTON  moved  that  tlie -committee  rise,  report, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  agjin,  in  order  that  the  House  mi^t 
go  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  military  peasMin 
bills,  as  directed  by  the  resohition  passed  on  the  preced* 
ing  day. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  was  in  favor  of  extending  tlie  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  to  the  militia  of  the  States.  He  trusted 
tliat  the  committee  would  not  rise  until  they  came  to  a  final 
decision  on  the  subject. 

Some  discussion  arose  on  a  point  of  order,  whether  the 
question  of  a  motion  for  the  committee  to  rise  was  debat- 
able. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Chai^  that  the  question  of  a  mo- 
tion to  rise  was  not  debatable. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr*  Chiltox's  motioni 
which  was  negatived. 

The  subject  under  consideration  was  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  TvcKsm. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  resumed  his  obsertations  in  its  sop- 
port  • 

Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  argued  that  if  the  amend- 
ment should  be  attached  to  the  bill,  it  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, ^e  indubitably  lost  in  the  Senate.  It  would  be  bet- 
ter that,  if  the  mihtia  should  be  compensated  in  the  same 
manner  with  the  reg«ilar  soldiers,  a  separate  bill  on  tfak 
subject  should  be  brought  before  Congress. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  was  in  &vor  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  TctckIib,]  and  he  assured  the 
I  gentleman  fW>m  New  York  [Mr.  Sprxcbk]  thatitwat 
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not  with  a  view  of  defeftting  the  bill*  nor  did  he  think  it 
diould  produce  that  effect.  He  thouriit,  if  <*  liz  months" 
were  stricken  out,  and  «  nine  months'*  inserted  in  lieii»  that 
the  bill  ought  to  pass.  If  the  re^lar  soldier  who  served 
in  the  rerMutionary  wsr,  was  entitled  to  the  relief  of  Con- 
gress, he  contended  that  the  militia  soldier^  who  was 
equally  meritorious,  was  entitled  to  the  same  considera- 
tion. Since  the  rear  1818,  all  regular  soldiers  who  had 
served  nine  months  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  were  in 
needy  circumstances^  had  received  pensions.  It  is  now 
onljr  asked  that  the  same  provimon  shall  be  made  for  the 
mihtia  man  of  equal  merits,  as  was  made  twelve  years  ago 
for  the  regular  solder. 

Mr.  TUCKER  had  no  objection  to  modiAr  his  amend- 
ment so  as  to  place  the  nuhtia  on  the  same  tooting  as  the 
soldiers  of  the  line  who  had  served  nine  months. 

Mr.  STRONG  suggested  that  if  Mr.  Tucun  should 
withdraw  his  amenoment,  and  the  words  **  of  the  conti- 
nental line"  were  erased  fit>m  the  bill,  it  would  include  the 
troops  of  all  descriptions  who  served  in  that  war. 

Mr.  TUCKER  declined  to  accept  of  any  modification 
which  wottU  defeat  his  object.  What  that  object  was, 
he  had  before  stated.  It  was  to  render  one  and  the  same 
justice  to  the  regi]dar  soldier  and  the  militia  man.  Mr.  T. 
subsequently  modified  it  so  as  the  bill  should  read,  to  in- 
clude volunteer  State  troops  and  militia. 

Mr.  WILDE  adverted  to  the  eminent  services  rendered 
by  the  militia;  to  the  battle  of  King's  mountaint  to  the 
deeds  of  Generals  Marion  and  Sumptert  and  to  numerous 
other  actions,  in  which  the  militia  and  State  troopshad  distin- 
guished themselves  during  the  revolutionanr  contest,  and 
contended  that  tisey  deserved  equally  well  oftheir  country, 
vritii  the  continental  troops. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  moved  that  the  Committee  rise;  but 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  TUCKER  then  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to 
provide  fiir  compensating  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
militia  in  a  proportion  to  the  compensation  allowed  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  continental  line. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  MasBachusetts^  rose,  and  ssidlus  senti- 
ments on  this  subject  were  so  well  known  to  most  of  the 
members  of  the  committee^  that  it  would  be  a  work  of  su- 
pererogation to  make  a  formal  expresaon  of  them.  It 
was  well  known  that  he  was  sincerely  and  ardently  desir- 
ous of  domg  justice  to  all  persons  who  belonged  to  the 
wnuf  of  the  revohition.  He  was  anxious  they  should  all 
be  paid  for  their  services;  and,  had  it  depended  on  him, 
this  act  of  justice  would  not  have  been  postponed  to  this 
late  day.  Important,  however,  as  time  \b  to  the  House,  he 
feh  himself  constrained  to  make  some  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman fh>m  Georgia,  [Mr.  Wilds,]  who,  while  be  had 
done  ample  justice  to  Uie  militia  of  the  South,  had  not 
been  equally  true  to  bistory  in  his  account  of  that  class  of 
troops  in  the  North.  The  services  of  these  men,  said 
Mr.  D.,  are  so  identified  with  the  great  achievemenU 
of  the  revolution,  and  so  revered  and  cherished  in  the 
i«collections  o^  the  population  of  the  North*  that  they 
need  no  vindication  tnere;  but  there  are  persons  less  fii- 
mihar  with  the  story  of  the  revolution,  who  may  be  mis- 
led by  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  that  many  of  the 
imlitia  of  the  North  were  out  who  did  Uttle  service,  and 
therefore  are  not  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  this  Go- 
vernment I  know  this  assertion  was  made  without  the 
slightest  intention  of  giving  offence;  but,  as  it  does  great 
iiyuatice  to  this  deserving  dass  of  persons,  I  cannot  suffer 
it  to  pass  unnoticed. 

The  militia  of  the  North  did  no  service!  Who,  sir, 
moved  by  the  great  impulses  of  patriotism  and  an  anient 
love  of  hberty,  opened  the  great  avenue  of  the  revolu- 
tion at  Lexington?  The  muitia.  Who  were  they  that 
volunteered  their  services  against  oppression,  left  the 
peaceful  occupations  of  private  hfe,  and  marched  under 
the  standard  of  freedom  to  Bunker's  hiU»  and  offered  up 


their  lives  in  the  great  cause  of  liberty,  when  you  bad  no 
Government  to  raise  or  pay  an  army,  or  even  to  protect 
your  citizens  firoro  being  executed  as  rebels  and  tniton 
if  they  fell  into  the  huids  of  the  enemy  ^  Tbe  militia; 
and  they  carried  on  the  memorable  siege  of  BoitOD,  and 
drove  from  the  devoted  State  of  MasMchusetts  the  annief 
and  navies  of  Great  Britain.  This  is  service  enough  to 
immortalize  them— but  their  achievements  did  not  end 
here.  The  triumph  at  Bennington  stands  emblazoned  on 
the  page  of  history;  and  who  was  there?  The  militia  of 
the  granite  State.  The  militia  too  had  a  large  ahsre  of  the 
glory  and  honor  of  arresting  the  career  of  Buigoyne. 
The  regular  army  was  driven  before  him;  but  the  men 
from  tne  plough  poured  in  to  sustain  them  from  all  quar* 
ters,  and  the  campaign  ended  by  his  defeat  and  surrender. 
They  were  at  Rhode  Island  in  the  midst  of  the  fight  and 
the  peril  there.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  name  aof 
one  achievementin  the  North  during  the  revolution  whia 
signalized  the  war,  that  did  not  owe  much  of  its  sncces  to 
the  militia. 

But  this  is  not  all:  there  were  dark,  forlorn,  and  ahnort 
hopeless  periods  of  that  war,  when  the  country  was  with* 
out  fundsb  without  credit,  without  an  army,  and  ahnoit 
without  hope.  In  these  times,  when  -you  could  offer  no 
bountv  to  invite  enlistment,  when  you  had  no  reward  to 
offer  but  the  feeble  hope  of  the  future  enjoyment  of  a 
free  Government,  the  militia  were  summoned  to  the  field 
to  sustain  the  sii^ong  interests  of  the  country,  snd  tb^ 
obeyed  the  call.  Tbqr  bore  you  triumphant  throqgfa 
these  seasons  of  peril.  They  stopped  not  to  ask  for  any 
assurance  of  pay — but  it  was  enough  for  them  to  knov 
that  the  counUy  was  in  dangex^^for  it  was  their  counti7» 
and,  if  it  feU,  they  feU  with  it. 

What  pay  did  they  ftX  for  such  important  and  patriotic 
services?  Some  received  nothing,  others  received  a  mi* 
serable  depreciated  paper  currency,  mere  worthleas  ragi. 
The  pay  of  many  months,  as  many  of  these  veteraoahsTe 
informed  me,  was  insufficient  to  defray  their  expenaea  home 
from  camp,  when  dismissed  from  the  service.  Now,  lir, 
these  were  men  who  left  their  frmilies  behind  them  to 
suffer,  and  their  affairs  to  ^  to  ruin;  and  ought  they  not 
to  be  remembered  by  this  Government,  now  that  H  is 
rich  and  able  to  do  them  justice,  while  many  of  them  are 
not  only  old,  but  poor  and  needy?  Sir,  they  have  nerer 
been  paid,  and  the  anpeal  is  not  made  to  your  bounty,  but 
to  your  justice.  They  are  not  beggars,  but  rightAd 
daimants,  and  it  is  a  roisnoroer  to  call  any  grant  made  to 
them  a  pension  upon  your  bounty. 

I  have  made  these  desultory  rtmarks  to  rescue  the  mi- 
litia of  tlie  North  from  reproach;  and  while  I  am  up,  I 
will  take  occasion  to  say  that  I  almost  regret  that  the  wo^ 
thy  gentleman  from  South  Caroliiia  has  onered  this  amend*. 
ment:  for,  aa  has  been  observed  by  the  gentleman  fiom 
New  York,  [Mr.  SrsHcxn,]  it  may  endanger  the  pnngc 
of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  where  measures  of  this  aort  en- 
counter great  opporition.  I  should  have  preferred  to  act 
on  this  matter  by  itself;  but,  as  it  is  before  o%  snd  as  the 
Senate  will  in  no  shape  be  bound  by  it,  but  can  strike  it 
from  the  bill  if  they  see  fit,  I  shall  support  the  amend- 
ment, provided  the  mover  will  place  the  militia  and  the 
troops  of  the  line  on  the  ssme  tooting:  for  1  am  not  wil- 
ling to  deal  more  favorably  by  one  class  than  by  the  other, 
and  I  am  sure  the  same  measure  of  justice  to  all  will  be 
moat  acceptable.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  amendment  viu 
be  so  mocfified,  and  it  will  then  have  my  hearty  approba- 
tion. I  have  omitted  to  say  any  thing  of  the  proviaom 
for  tbe  troops  of  tlie  line,  not  because  they  do  not  meet 
my  most  cordial  approval,  but  because  there  accms  to  be 
little  opposition  to  that  measure.  Those  troops  did  tf 
great  service,  and  certainly  had  most  miserable  psy< 
Like  the  militia,  tliey  took  what  their  counby  could  ^*y 
and  cancelled  the  legal  obliga^on,  but  the  moral  obfig*- 
tionia  still  in  foixe. 
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Mr.  SURGES  supported  the  propositioii,  and  the  subject 
wu  further  duciiBsed  by  Mr.  WILDE  uid  Mr.  BATES, 
the  latter  of  whom  suggested  that  apro  rata  compensation 
should  be  allowed  to  aU  who  had  served,  whether  in  the 
line  or  the  militia,  either  for  nine  or  six  months.  This  he 
thought  necessary  to  be  done,  and  it  was  equally  necessary 
that  it  should  be  done  speedily. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  an  amendment,  providing  that 
the  State  trooDs,  volunteers,  or  militia,  who  stiould  at  one 
or  more  Umes  have  served  for  two  years,  or  for  any  period 
not  less  than  six  months,  should  be  included  willim  the 
benefits  of  the  act. 

l^fr.  ELLSWORTH  opi>osed  the  amendment;  but  it 
was  carried  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  an  amendment  providing  that  the 
provisions  of  the  act  should  only  extena  to  those  who  are 
now,  s))d  VDB.y  be  hereafter,  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying to  their  country  for  support 

Mr.  BARRINGER  hoped  his  colleague  {Mr.  Spsi«ht] 
would  not  press  his  amendment.  It  would  continue  and 
increase  the  odious  distinction  at  present  existing  in  pen- 
sion cases  on  the  part  of  the  rich  and  poor,  by  which  the 
latter  were  obliged,  were  compelled  to  prove  themselves 
to  be  jMupers  before  they  could  be  entitled  to  a  reward 
for  their  services. 

Mr.  POLK  said  that  he  should  vote  for  tlie  amendment 
The  original  pension  law  of  1818  contained  a  similar  pro- 
vision, as  also  did  that  of  1828. 

Mr.  TUCKER  followed,  and  maintained  that  the  pen- 
sioning of  the  militia  was  nothing  more  than  the  payment 
of  a  debt  of  gratitude  due  by  tlie  nation  to  those  who  had 
fought  for  ana  obtained  its  independence.  He  moved  that 
tlic  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bill)  but  afterwards 
withdrew  his  motion  by  request 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  A.  U. 
SHEPPERD,  SPEIGHT,  BATES,  and  BURGES. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Spsioht's  amend- 
mentf  which  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  yeas  34,  nays 
not  counted. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTINGTON,  a  provision  was 
adopted  to  allow  to  the  widow  or  children  of  a  deceased 
pensioner  the  balance  of  the  semi-annual  pension  following 
his  decease. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  biU  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  House  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  McCREERY  then  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Jind  be  it  farther  enadedf  Tliat  the  proviaons  of  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution, passed  the  15th  day  of  May,  1828,  shall  not  here- 
after be  extended  to  officers  who  were  commissioned  after 
the  30th  day  of  December,  1781,  unless  they  w^ere  in  the 
service  prior  to  the  date  of  their  commissions;  and  that  all 
such  officers  who  are  now  receiving  pensions,  be  stricken 
from  the  roll  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Mr.  McC.  said  that  he  would,  in  a  very  few  words,  state 
his  reason  for  offering  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
this  amendment  to  tbo  bill.  He  said  that  it  was  notorious 
that  commissions  were  granted  to  many  after  there  was 
any  active  service  performed,  and  that  many  of  those  who 
were  thus  commissioned,  had  not  performed  any  kind  of 
service  prior  to  the  date  of  their  commissions,  and,  con- 
sequently performed  none  afterwards.     He  said  that  his 
attention  had  been  called  to  this  subject  by  a  iact,  which 
came  to  his  knowledge  some  time  last  session,  which  was, 
that  a  certain  presiding  judge  in  Pennsylvania,  through 
the  influence  of  some  of  his  friends,  received  a  commission 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1782,  when  he  was  quite  a 
youn£^  man)  and,  although  he  never  performed  any  duty, 
either  before  or  after  he  was  oommiBsioned,  is  now  re- 
ceiving^ a  pension.  ^  If  this  judge  was  a  poor  man,  he 
would  not  make  any  objection,  but  this  was  not  the  case. 


From  the  best  information  he  was  able  to  collect,  he  said, 
this  judge  was  worth  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  and  had  an  annual  salary  of  sixteen  hundred. 
He  aaid  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
this  Government  to  grant  pensions  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  suffer  thousands  of  meritorious  soldiers  to 
drag  out  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  poverty  and  want. 
He  said  that  he  felt  but  little  interest  on  this  subject)  but 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  it  before  the  House,  and 
with  their  decision  he  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr,  DODDRIDGE  moved  the  previous  question;  which, 
being  sustained,  cut  off  Mr.  McCbxkbx's  motion. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pre- 
vious question;  but  the  House  refused  them. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  call  of  the  Hoiis^, 
but  tliis  also  was  negatived;  and  then 

The  question  being  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  Uiird  time,  it  was  carried  by  the  fol* 
lowing  vote: 

YEAS.—Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Noyes  Barber,  Barringer,  Hartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beek- 
man.  Boon,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burges,  Bat- 
man, Gaboon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Chandler,  Cbilds, 
Chilton,  Cbrk,  Coleman,  Condict,  Conner,  Cowles, 
Crane,  Crawford,  Crockett,  Creighton,  Crowninshield, 
John  Davis,  Dcberrv,  Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Dod- 
dridge, Dorsey,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  Geo. 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch, 
Ford,  Forward,  Gaither,  Gilmore,  Grennell,  Halsey,  Har- 
vey, Hawkins,  Hinds,  Holland,  Hoffman,  Hubbard, 
Huglics,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  William  W.  Irvin, 
Jarvis,  Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincald, 
Perkins  King,  Adam  Kin^,  Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Lei  per, 
Lyon,  Mag^e,  Marr,  Martindale,  T.  Maxwell,  McCreery, 
Mclntlre,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Pearce, 
Pettis,  Pierson,  liandolpb^  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson, 
Russel,  Sanford,  Scott,  Wm.  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shep- 
perd.  Shields,  Semmes,  S'dl,  Smith,  Richai^  Spencer, 
Sterigere,  W.  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann, 
Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Tucker,  Var- 
num,  Vcrplanck,  Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C. 
P.  White,  Edward  D.  Wlute,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Yancey,  Young. — 126. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Armstrong,  Bam- 
well,  James  Blair,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Claiborne,  'Clay, 
Coke,  Craig,  Crocheron,  Davenport,  W.  R.  Davis,  De- 
sha, Draper,  Drayton,  Foster,  Fry,  Gordon,  Haynes, 
Howard,  Cave  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  Letcher,  Lewis, 
Loyall,  Lumpkin,  McDuffie,  Nuckolls,  Polk,  Potter, 
Roane,  Spejght,  Sprigg,  Standefer,  Wiley  Thompson, 
Trezvant,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Wicklifie. — 43. 

Tlie  House  tlien  adjourned. 

TttUKSDAT,  FSBBUART  17. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
proposing  to  print  six  thousand  additional  conies  of  the 
reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  FOSTER  rose,  and  intimated  an  intention  of  taking 
a  course  of  some  latitude  on  the  e^neral  question,  in  the 
remarks  wliich  he  should  offer;  when 

Mr.  BARRINGER  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
desired  to  know  of  the  Chair  whether,  after  a  subject  had 
been  before  the  House,  and  finally'  acted  on,  (as  the  bill 
to  repeal  the  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  act  had  been,) 
it  was  in  order  for  members  to  go  into  the  merits  of  that 
subject,  on  an  incidental  question  to  print  a  document. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
the  Chair  to  prevent  members  from  going  into  tlie  merits 
of  the  reports,  to  show  why  an  extra  number  ought  or 
ought  not  to  be  printed.     They  must  be  permitted  to  do 
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80  if  they  chose,  however  much  the  House  or  the  Chair 
mig^l  regret  it.  It  was  a  constitutional  right  which  the 
Chair  could  not  restrict.  On  the  question  simply  to  print 
the  reports  for  the  House,  the  debate  would  not  be  in 
order;  but,  on  a  motion  to  print  an  extra  number,  the 
debate  on  the  merits  could  not  be  restrained  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  would  not  contest  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  although  he  still  thought  the  latitude  taken  in 
the  debate  irregular,  and  would  be  glad  if  some  gentle* 
man  would  suggest  a  mode  by  which  the  sense  of  the 
House  might  be  taken  on  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER  then  resumed,  and  entered  into  a  review 
of  the  proceedings  which  had  been  had  on  this  subject. 
Several  weeks  ago,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were 
instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  the  35th  section 
of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789.  Scarcely  had  this  resohition 
passed,  when  an  alarm  was  sounded  through  the  news- 
jiapers,  and  the  people  were  wai'ned  that  a  d.^t\i  and  fatal 
blow  was  meditated  against  the  great  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  country.  The  committee  were  denounced  even  in 
anticipation;  and  we  were  threatened  with  the  reproaches 
and  indignation  of  the  people,  if  we  presumed  to  touch 
this  hallowed  law.  But  a  majority  of  the  committee,  act- 
ing under  a  conscious  sense  of  duty,  had  the  temerity,  in 
the  midst  of  these  alarms,  and  in  the  face  of  this  galling 
fire  from  the  press,  to  make  a  report  recommending  the 
repeal  of  the  section  in  question,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  that  purpose.  The  minority  of  our  associates,  under 
a  sense  of  duty  equally  conscientious,  have  submitted  the 
counter  report  which  is  now  on  the  table. 

The  bill  thus  reported,  said  Mr.  F.,  it  was  expected 
would  have  taken  the  usual  course;  but,  instead  of  this, 
even  its  second  reading  was  objected  to,  and  its  rejection 
moved,  and,  on  this  motion,  the  previous  question  was 
ordered:  so  that  all  opportunity  of  discussing  its  principles 
was  entirely  prevented;  and  this,  too,  after  a  remark  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  I rom  Virginia,  [Mr.  Doddiiidgi,] 
that  the  bill  reported  was  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  dis- 
solve the  Union.  Sir,  we  were  not  even  allowed  to  repel 
the  imputations  thus  cast  on  us. 

[Here  the  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  Porran  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  allude  to  the  bill  which  had  been  reported 
by  the  committee,  nor  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
with  regard  to  it.  He  must  be  confined  to  the  princi- 
ples contained  hi  the  reports  proposed  to  be  printed.] 

Mr.  F.  resumed.  In  order  to  confine  himself  to  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  Chair,  he  must  pass  over  sortie 
remarks  he  intended  to  have  made,  and  come  immediately 
to  the  reports. 

The  majority  of  the  Judiciary  committee,  of  whom,  said 
Mr.  F.,  1  am  one,  maintain  that  the  twenty-fifth  section 
of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789  confers  upon  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  powers  not  authorized  nor  con- 
templated by  the  constitution.  It  is  my  purpose  to  pre- 
sent some  views,  in  addition  to  those  embraced  in  the 
rcpoi-t,  to  establish  this  position.  And,  in  the  outset,  I 
will  notice  an  argument  with  which  we  are  so  often  met 
on  questions  of  this  kind.  The  law,  of  wliich  the  section 
under  cons-deration  is  a  part,  was  passed  shortly  after  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  Many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  by  which  it  was  enacted,  were  also 
members  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitu- 
tution;  they,  we  are  told,  certainly  knew  what  powers 
were  intended  to  be  conferred  on  the  Afferent  depart- 
ments of  the  Gm'ernment,  and  would  not  have  attempted 
to  confer  powers  not  authorized  by  the  constitution.  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  much  force  in  this  argument.  I  place 
great  reliance  on  the  exposition  of  constitutional  powers 
made  by  those  who  aided  in  the  formation  and  adoption  of 
the  grent  charter  of  this  Government.  But,  sir,  the  ar- 
g^iment  in  this  instance  proves  too  much  for  our  advei-sa- 
ries — it  applie?*  witli  equal  force  to  every  part  of  tJiis  judici- 


ary act;  and  yet  one  clause  of  it  has  ali^nidy  been  declared 
by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  unconstitutional.  The 
13th  section  of  that  act  provides,  among  other  things  that 
the  Supreme  Court  "shall  have  the  power  to  issue  writs  of 
mandamus  in  cases  warranted  by  the  principles  and  us^es 
of  law,  to  any  courts  appointed  or  persons  holding  office 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,"  But,  in  the 
celebrated  case  of  Marbmy  tersus  Mr.  Madison,  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Supreme  Court  determined  that  the 
authority  thus  given  was  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion. So,  sir,  gentleman  must  admit  that  the  passing  of 
this  law  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution  and  their  co- 
temporaries  is  not  coneluftve  as  to  its  constitutionality,  or 
that  the  Supreme  Court  have  erred  in  Oicir  decision — a  he- 
resy which  charity  itself  would  scarcely  tolerate  at  this  day. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  call  the  attention  of  t^e  House 
to  another  section  of  this  act.  The  constitution  declares 
that  "the  judicial  power  (of  the  United  States)  shall  ex- 
tend to  an  cases  m  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this 
constitution*'  ficc?  and,  after  enumeratmg  omcT  subjects 
of  jurisdiction,  specifies  ••  controversies  between  citizens 
of  different  States."  The  clause  first  read  is  general;  the 
power  extends  to  "all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising 
under  the  constitution,"  &c.,  and  even  the  latter  clause  is 
entirely  unqualified;  no  particular  class  of  *' controversies 
between  citizens  of  different  States"  is  designated,  and 
no  power  is  given  to  Congress  to  Kmit  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court.  And  yet»  sir,  in  providing  for  the  exercise  of 
this  jurisdiction  by  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
**in  suits  of  a  civil  nature  at  common  law,  or  in  equity, 
where  the  United  States  are  plaintiffs,  or  an  alien  is  a 
party,  or  the  suit  is  between  a  citizen  of  tlie  State  where 
the  suit  is  brought,  and  a  citizen  of  another  State,"  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  judiciary  act  requires  that  the 
matter  in  dispute  should  ••exceed,  exclusive  of  costs,  the 
sum  or  vahie  of  five  hundred  dollars."  Will  any  gentle- 
man show  roe  where  the  authority  is  given  to  regulate  the 
power  of  the  coui-ts,  or  the  rights  of  the  parties,  by  the 
amount  in  controversy?  What  clause  of  the  constitution 
gives  Congress  the  power  to  throw  open  the  doors  of  the 
federal  courts  to  an  individual  who  has  a  demand  of  six 
hundred  dollars,  and  close  them  against  him  who  claims 
only  four  hundred  ?  None^  sir;  there  is  no  such  clause; 
the  distinction  is  entirely  arbitrary  and  unauthorized. 

Sir,  there  is  another  section  of  this  act,  which  merits 
some  consideration.  The  twelfth  section  provides,  that» 
*■*  if  a  suit  be  commeneed  in  any  State  court  against  an 
alien,  or  by  a  citizen  of  the  State  in  which  the  suit  is 
brought  against  a  citizen  of  anotlier  State,  and  the  matter 
in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  five  hundred  doRars,  and 
the  defendant  shaH,  at  the  time  of  entering  his  ^pear- 
ance  in  such  State  court,  file  a  petition  for  the  removal 
of  the  cause  for  trial  into  the  next  (United  States')  dr* 
euit  court  to  be  held  in  the  district  where  the  suit  is  pend- 
ing,"  then,  on  certain  conditions,  the  State  court  ts  pro- 
hibited from  proceeding  any  further,  but  the  cause  shall 
be  removed  to  the  circuit  court,  ••and  then  proceed  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  brought  there  by  origi- 
nal process."  Mr.  S]>eaker,  in  my  view,  this  is  a  most 
exraordinary  provision.  Here  is  an  instance  of  a  court's 
being  ousted  of  its  legitimate  jurisdiction,  without  being 
permitted  to  pronounce  a  judgment,  and  that  without  the 
consent  of  one  of  the  parties.  I  say  its  legitimate  juris- 
diction— for  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  cause  which  may 
be  thus  removed  is  not  cognizable  by  the  State  court-  If 
this  were  the  raise,  tlie  party  would  have  only  to  plead  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  terminate  the  suit  at  once. 
But  the  law,  from  its  phraseology,  evidentiy  contemplates 
causes  in  which  the  State  courts  have  concurrent  Jurisdic»> 
tion  with  the  coui-ts  of  the  United  States;  and,  if  tiie  de- 
fendant chooses  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
court,  and  pel  mit  his  cause  to  be  tried,  its  judgment  would* 
doubtless,  be  valid  iind  binding.   Here,  then,  the  court  is 
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dependent  on  Uie  consent  of  the  party  for  the  exercise  of 
its  jurisdiction.     I  repeat  thai  this  is  a  most  eztraorcUnarj 
provisiooy  and*  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  without  a  prece- 
dent: certainly  the  country  from  which  we  deriye  most  of 
our  principles  of  jurisprudence  furnishes  no  similar  pro- 
ceedings, and  I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  in  any  of 
the  States  where  they  have  courts  of  di^erent  ^^rades, 
possessing,  in  many  instances,  concurrent  jurisdiction.     1 
wiH  not  say  that  the  law  giving  this  privilege  of  removing 
a  cause  from  the  State  to  the  Umted  States'  courts,  is 
contrary  to  the  constitution;  but  I  cannot  believe  that 
vich  a  proceeding  was  contemplated  by  the  framers  of 
that  instrument.     I  have  referred  to  these  different  sec- 
tions of  the  judicial}'  act,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  riiowing 
how  much  is  wantine  of  that  perfection  which  is  imputed 
to  it,  and  to  lessen  tuat  sanctity  which  is  attempted  to  be 
thrown  round  it.    I  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  section  more  immediately  in  c^uestion — ^that  section 
which  gives  to  the  Supreme  Court  its  omnipotent  powers. 
The  twenty-fifUi  section  of  the  act  referred  to  declares 
tbat  *<  a  final  judgment  or  decree  in  any  suit  in  the  highest 
court  of  law  or  equity  of  a  State  in  which  a  decision  in 
tlie  suit  could  be  had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  va- 
lidity of  a  treaty  or  statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised 
under,  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  is  against  their 
validity;  or  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  a 
statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised  under,  any  State,  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  trea- 
ties»  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  apd  the  decision  is  in  fa- 
vor of  such  their  validity, '^&c.,  *<  may  be  re-examined,  and 
reversed  or  affirmed,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  upon  a  writ  of  error,''  &c.    The  first  idea  that  sug- 
g^ests  itself  to  the  muid,  in  reading  this  section,  is,  the  dis- 
tinction made  between  the  parties  to  the  suit,  in  allowing 
an  appeal.   An  action  is  brought  in  a  State  courts  the  de- 
fendant sets  up,  in  his  defence,  a  treaty,  or  the  constitution, 
or  a  law  of  tlie  United  S.tates.     If  there  be  a  right  of  ap- 
peal to  the  Supreme  Court  from  the  decision  which  may 
be  made,  it  must  be  derived  from  that  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution conferring  on  the  Supreme  Court  its  appellate 
powers;  but  that  clause  extends  the  power  to  **  all  cases 
m  law  or  equity,  arising  under  the  constitution,  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made  under  their  au- 
thority;" whereas  this  twenty -fifth  section  confines  it  to 
cAses  where  the  decision  shall  be  against  the  validity  of 
the  treaty,  constitution,  &c.   The  case,  then,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  Supreme  Court,  arises  under  the  decision  of  the 
State  court,  and  not  under  the  constitution  or  treaty. 
The  party  who  sets  up  tliis  defence  has  a  double  advan- 
tage: if  his  plea  u  overruled,  he  appeals  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  where  the  decimon  may  be  reversed;  but,  if  it  is  sus- 
tained his  adversary  has  no  resort—- the  judgment  of  the 
State  court  is  final.     Is  there  not  manifest  inequali^  and 
injustice  here'  And  will  gentlemen  tell  us  by  what  forced 
construction  of  the  constitution  (that  convenient  auxiliary 
of  the  advocates  for  power)  they  establish  the  right  of 
Congress  thus  to  discriminate  between  individuals  prose- 
cuting their  rights  in  our  courts  of  justice?  Sir,  this  is  the  law 
on  which,  we  are  gravely  told,  the  union  of  these  States 
depends — ^the  provisions  of  which  are  so  perfect,  and  its 
character  so  sacred,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Vbr,  CaAwroan,]  even  to 
touch  it  is  profanity! 

I  come  now,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  the  prindpal,  and  much 
the  most  important,  feature  of  this  celebrated  section — 
tJie  power  it  confers  on  the  Supreme  Court  to  re-examine 
and  reverse  the  jud^ents  of  the  State  courts.  And  here, 
sir,  the  simply  inqimy  is,  whether  this  power  is  given  by 
tile  constitution.  For,  if  it  is  not,  it  will  not  be  contended 
that  it  can  be  conferred  by  statute.  On  the  contrar)%  if 
the  constitution  does  give  the  power,  a  repeal  of  this  sec- 
tion would  not  prevent  the  exercise  of  it  by  the  court. 
Tlie  powers  ana,  duti(;s  of  the  different  departments  of 


the  Government  are  specified  and  defined  by  the  constitu' 
tion;  the  mode  of  their  exercise  is,  in  many  instances, 
prescribed  by  statute.  If  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 
judiciary  act  had  merely  pointed  out  the  manner  in  which 
appeals  should  be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  it— 4t  would  then  only  have  been  ne- 
cessary to  turn  to  the  constitution,  and  ascertain  to  what 
cases,  and  from  what  tribunal,  this  right  applies.  But  oar 
objection  is,  that,  by  this  section,  powers  are  conferred 
on  the  Supreme  Court,  not  authorized  by  the  constitution, 
and  alarming  to  the  rights  of  the  State  courts,  and  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States. 

The  first  argument  which  I  would  urg^e,  (and  to  ny  mind 
it  is  perfectly  conclusive^)  to  show  that  the  constitution 
does  not  give  the  Supreme  Court  the  right  to  review  and 
decide  upon  the  judgments  of  the  State  courts,  is,  that 
that  power  is  not  specified  in  the  constitution  itself.  The 
powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are  divided  into  three 
departments,  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  The 
powers  assigned  to  each  are  specified  and  defined — and 
to  none  of  the  departments  more  particularly  than  to  the 
judicial.  Very  extensive  (and  I  will  add  alarming)  powers 
are  g^ven  to  it;  yet  they  are  specifically  enumerated.  The 
agents,  too,  by  whom  these  powers  are  to  be  administered, 
are  pointed  out — ^by  **  one  Supreme  Court,  and  such  infe- 
rior courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain 
and  establish." 

Let  it  be  remembered  that,  throu^out  the  constitution, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  connexion  indicated  between  any 
of  the  departments  of  the  Federal  with  similar  departments 
of  the  State  Goyemments.  No  such  connexion  was  in- 
tended, and,  least  of  all,  a  supervisory  power  over  any 
departments  of  the  State  Governments,  acting  within  the 
flphere  of  tiieir  retained  sovereignty.  Have  gentiemen 
forgotten  the  'proposition  made  in  the  federal  convention 
to  vest  Congress  with  the  power  to  negative  the  laws  of 
the  State  Legislatures?  And  can  there  be  a  doubt  that 
an  effort  to  give  the  federal  iudietary  the  power  to  revise 
and  reverse  the  judgments  of  the  State  courts  would  have 
shared  tlie  same  fate?  Sir,  the  Jealousy  and  apprehen- 
sions entertained  by  the  friends  of  the  rights  of  the  States, 
at  the  powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment, are  matters  of  history,  and  how  well  founded 
they  were,  let  history  answer. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  reason,  which  is  very  satisfiic- 
tory  to  me  that  this  Hght  of  appeal  ftom  a  State  to  the 
United  States'  court  was  not  understood,  at  the  formation 
of  the  constitution,  to  have  been'^ven;  and  that  is,  that,  in 
the  debates  of  the  State  conventions  on  the  ratification  of 
the  constitution,  there  is  no  reference  to  this  power.  Had 
such  been  the  understanding,  the  clause  supposed  to  con- 
fer it  could  TjfA  have  passed  unnoticed.  What,  sir,  a 
clause  which  has  tiie  tendency,  not  only  to  prostrate  the 
dignity  of  State  courts,  but  to  humble  the  sovereignty  of 
State  Governments,  at  the  foot  of  this  august  tribunal,  not 
to  have  elicited  even  a  passing  remark !  When  every  part 
of  the-  constitution  was  so  scrutinized,  and  almost  every 
power  proposed  to  be  conferred  so  zealously  resisted  by 
those  jealous  advocates  of  State  rights  in  the  Virginia  con- 
vention, can  it  be  believed  tliat  this  overshadowing,  this 
omnipotent  power,  would  have  excited  no  apprehenuon? 
Sir,  if  the  keen  and  eagle  eye  of  Patrick  Henr}'  hail  but 
detected  it  lurking  under  tliose  terms,  **  appellate  juris- 
diction"^— had  he  imagined  that  it  referred  to  appeals  from 
State  courts,  he  would  have  exposed  and  denounced  it — 
and  in  that  glowing  and  powerful  eloquence  wliich  was  so 
peculiarly  his  own,  he  would  have  wai*ned  his  countrymen 
of  **  the  chains  that  were  forging  for  them." 

But,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  have  some  other  evidence,  of  rather 
a  more  direct  and  positive  character;  and  to  this  I  parti- 
cubrly  ask  the  attention  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  York. 
The  convention  of  that  State  which  ratified  the  federal 
constitiStion  proposed  a  number  of  amendments,  and  among 
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them  VTM  the  foUoving:  <*  That  the  Congresa  shall  not 
conititute,  ordain,  or  establish  any  tiibanals  of  inferior 
courts  with  any  other  than  appellate  jurisdiction,  except 
such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  trial  of  causes  of  admi- 
ralty and  maritime  jurisdiction,  and  for  the  trial  of  pira- 
cies and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas;  and  in  all 
other  cases  to  which  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
extends,  and  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  has  not  original  jurisdiction,  the  causes  shall  be 
heard,  tried,  and  determined  in  some  one  of  the  State 
courts,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  or  other  proper  tribunal,  to  be  esta- 
blished for  that  purpose  by  the  Congress,  with  such  excep- 
tions, and  under  such  regulations,  as  the  Congress  shall 
make."  Now,  sir,  can  we  have  any  doubt  of  the  opinion 
entertained  by  this  convention  as  to  the  appellate  power 
conferred  on  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  constitutk>n? 
Will  gentlemen  believe  that  that  convention  of  sages  would 
have  gravely  proposed  to  amend  the  constitution  so  as  to 
confer  powers  already  granted  P  Sir,  no  man  can  believe 
it.  They  conceived,  as  the  majority  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee now  allege,  that  this  constitution  did  not  g^ve  this 
right  of  appeal}  and,  for  the  expression  of  this  opinion,  we 
have  been  denounced  in  unmeasured  terras.  Sir,  gentle- 
men must  pardon  me  when  I  tell  them  they  have  not  ex- 
amined this  quesUon;  they  have  been  alarmed  by  the 
clamor  which  was  raised,  and  were  afraid  to  suffer  even  a 
discussion  of  the  subject,  lest  they  too  should  be  classed 
with  the  nullifiers,  traitors,  and  disunionists. 

[Here  Mr.  FosTxa's  remarks  were  suspended,  by  the 
expiration  of  the  hour  allotted  to  the  consideration  of  re- 
solutions.] 

On  a  subsequent  mominp,  Mr.  F.  resumed  his  argfu. 
ment,  by  oorrecting  a  mistake  which  he  had  made  when 
he  previously  addressed  the  House.  In  reference  to  the 
proviuon  of  removing  certain  cases  from  the  State  courts 
to  tlie  United  States'  circuit  court,  previous  to  any  judg- 
ment being  rendered,  I  stated,  said  Mr.  F.,  that  I  believ- 
ed this  was  a  provision  perfectly  anomalous;  that  there 
was  no  precedent  for  it  in  England,  nor  in  any  of  the 
States.  I  have  nnce  understood  that  in  some  of  the  States 
cases  may  be  transferred  from  the  coiul  in  which  they 
were  commenced  to  one  of  a  higher  grade.  I  make  this 
correction,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  found  an  argument  on 
any  erroneous  assumption  of  facts.  There  is,  however, 
a  wide  diiference  between  removing  cases  from  one  court 
to  another  of  the  same  State,  and  a  removal  from  a  State 
court,  clothed,  by  the  constitution  of  its  own  State,  with 
power  to  hear,  and  finally  determine,  the  cause,  to  a  couil 
of  the  United  States.  Between  the  former,  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State,  there  is  a  dihcct  connexion;  not  so 
with  the  latter.  And  although  it  was  competent  to  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  to  have  given  this  right  of  re- 
moving a  case  from  the  State  to  the  United  States'  court, 
I  cannot  conceive  that  that  right  is  fairly  inferrible  from 
the  constitution  as  it  now  stands. 

But  if  this  right  does  exist,  and  if  Congress  may  now, 
by  law,  provide  for  its  exercise,  it  fomishes  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  against  the  rig^t  of  appeal  from  the 
judgment  of  a  State  court.  For  if  a  par^,  on  being  sued 
in  a  State  court,  may  remove  the  cause  to  a  federal  court, 
and  does  not  choose  to  avail  himself  of  his  privilege,  he 
cannot  complain  of  the  judgment  which  may  be  rendered; 
he  has  voluntarily  submitted  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  court,  and  should,  therefore,  be  bound  to  abide  the 
decision.  The  plaintiff  having  selected  the  tribunal  to 
adjudicate  his  rights,  would  liave  still  less  cause  of  com- 
plaint if  tliat  decision  should  be  against  him. 

The  disrespect  shown  to  the  dignity  of  State  courts,  by 
subjecting  their  judgments  to  revisal  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  is  a  matter  of  little  importance  to  those  who  regard 
them  as  inferior  or  subordinate  to  the  federal  tribunals; 
but,  sir,  regarding,  as  1  do,  the  State  in8tit^tion8,  while 


actii^  within  the  iphere  of  the  ■overeignty  retained  by 
the  States,  as  suboranate  to  no  power  whatever,  I  never 
can  consent  to  see  tfaem  tliua  degraded  in  rank,  and  shorn 
of  their  rights* 

There  are  some  other  clauses  of  the  eonatatution  con- 
ferring jurisdiction  on  the  Supreme  Court,  the  meaning 
and  extent  of  which  I  will  take  this  occanon  to  examine, 
as  they  are  intimately  connected  with  the  subject  of  this 
investigation.  I  am  the  more  gratified  at  haviogf  the  op- 
portunity to  do  so,  because  it  will  enable  me  to  enter  into 
the  defence  of  certain  principles  which  have  long  been 
maintained  by  the  State  of  which  I  am  an  unworthy  re- 
presentative; principles  which  she  holds  most  sacred,  and 
which  she  will  not  tamely  yield.  But  I  will  not  fatigue 
the  House  with  an  argument  of  my  own.  Mo^  nr,  I  will 
not  rely  on  my  own  feeble  arm,  when  I  have  weapons  so 
much  more  powerful  and  effective  within  my  reach.  Sir, 
when  I  present  the  recorded  ofnnions  and  expositions  of 
James  Madison  and  John  Marshall,  I  know  they  roust  com- 
mand the  respect  of  this  Houses  and  it  is  a  source  of  no 
little  pride  and  gratification,  that  most  of  the  prominent 
principlei  for  which  Georg^  has  contended,  in  her  con- 
troversies with  the  Cieneral  Government,  are  amply  sup- 
ported by  the  opinions  of  these  disting^shed  men. 

The  first  clause  of  the  constitution,  to  which  I  refer,  is 
that  which  ^ves  to  the  Supreme  Court  jurisdiction  in 
'*  controversies  betweeii  a  State  and  citizens  of  another 
State."  Now,  let  us  hear  the  reason  why  this  power  wis 
conferred.  I  give  it  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Biadiaon,  and 
particularly  invite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  who  pkoe 
so  much  reliance  on  the  exposition  of  the  constitution 
made  cotemporaneously  with  its  formation.  I  read  from 
Mr.  Madison's  speech  in  the  Virginia  convention,  in  reply 
to  ^ntlemen  who  were  vehemently  opposed  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  constitution:  '"Its  (the  federal  courfa)  juris- 
diction in  controveraiea  between  a  State  and  citiaEcns  of 
another  State,"  saprs  the  gentleman,  **  is  much  objected 
to,  and  perhaps  without  reason.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
individuals  to  call  any  State  into  court.  The  only  opera- 
tion it  can  have,  is,  that,  if  a  State  should  wish  to  bring  suit 
against  a  citizen,  it  must  be  brought  before  the  fedenl 
court.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  can  have  no  operation 
but  this,  to  give  a  citizen  a  right  to  be  heard  in  the  fede- 
ral courts;  and,  if  a  State  should  condescend  to  be  a  party, 
this  court  may  take  cognizance  of  it." 

What  says  Mr.  Mardiall  on  the  same  subject?  **  With 
respect  to  disputes  between  a  State  and  citizena  of  ajHH 
ther  State,  its  (the  federal  court's)  jurisdiction  has  been 
decried  with  unusual  vehemence.  I  hope  no  gentleman 
will  think  that  a  State  will  be  called  at  the  bar  of  the  fede- 
ral court.  Is  there  no  such  case  at  present?  Are  there 
not  many  cases  in  which  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  b  a 
party?  And  yet  the  State  is  not  sued.  It  is  not  rational 
to  suppose  that  the  soverei^  power  shall  be  dragged  be- 
fore a  court.  The  intent  is,  to  eimble  States  to  recover 
claims  of  individuals  rending  in  other  States.  I  contend 
this  construction  is  warranted  by  the  wcrds.  But,  say 
they,  (gentlemen  who  bad  objected  to  this  power,)  there 
will  be  partiality  in  it,  if  a  State  cannot  be  defendant---if 
an  individual  cannot  proceed  to  obtain  judgment  against  a 
State,  tliough  he  may  be  sued  by  a  State."  What  ia  Mr. 
Marshall's  reply  to  this  objection?  **  It  is  necessary  to  be 
so,  and  cannot  be  avoided.  I  see  a  difficulty  in  making 
a  State  defendant,  which  does  not  prevent  its  being  made 
plaintiff."  Sir,  I  make  no  comments  on  tlicse  expositi<»s 
of  federal  court  powers— they  are  too  plain  to  require  any. 

The  opinions  and  arguments  from  which  these  extracts 
have  been  read,  were  delivered  in  the  year  178S.  Who 
tliat  heard  them,  BIr.  Speaker,  would  have  believed  that, 
in  less  than  five  years,  a  suit  would  have  been  inatituted 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  an  indivi- 
dual, against  one  of  the  States,  and  that  the  jurisdictioa 
would  havo  been  maintained  by  the  court  .^    Yet,  skr^  this 
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ttras  done  in  seTcral  inftances;  and  one  of  the  States  against 
vhich  suit  was  thus  brought,  was  Georgia!  that  State 
which  seems  doomed  to  be  the  subject  of  General  Go- 
vernment experiments.  And  wliat  course  did  Georgia 
pursue^  iHci  she  quietly  submit  to  be  "  dragged  before 
the  court?"  Did  she,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison, 
"condescend  to  be  a  paKy''  to  mis  suit?  No,  sir.  She 
atted  then  as  slie  lias  6ii  a  more  feceitt  oceasiom  She 
considered  the  summons  "to  the  bar  of  the  federal  (Su- 
preme) Court"  «a  an  attacSk  on  her  sovereisnty;  and  sh6 
disi'egardftd  it,  and  resolved  to  protect  herseu*  against  any 
judgment  that  might  be  rendered  against  her.  And  what 
was  the  consequence  vf  her  firmnens  on  that  occasion? 
AUhougfa,  perhaps,  censured  and  abused,  for  a  time,  as 
usual,  siie  very  soon  aHer  had  the  satis&etion  of  seeing 
her  principles  recognised  bv  her  sister  Stately  aa  was 
clearly  indicated  by  an  amenoment  to  the  constitiition,  ex- 
pressly providing  uiat  '*  the  judicial  pOWer  of  the  United 
States  should,  not  be  construed  to  extend  to-any  suit  in 
law  or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of 
the  United  States  by- citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  dti- 
2en8  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  State." 

But  there  is  another  braneh  of  jurisdictioii  which  is 
claimed  for  the  Supreme  Court,  utiddr  the  eonst'itulion, 
but  more  especially  under  the  tWcnty-ftfth  section  of  the 
jud'rciary  act,  and  which  has  been,  very  recently,  abso- 
lutely denied  by  the  public  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  And  that  is,  the  right  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
tinder  its  appellate  power,  to  review  and  determine  on 
tlie  judgment  of  a  State  court  in  a  criminal  prosecution, 
in  which  the  State  is  a  party.  Sir,  the  view  taken  of  this 
subject  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  eelebrated  Virginia  report 
of '99,  is  so  clear  and  conclusive,  that  I  cannot  deny  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  reading  it  to  the  House:  <'The  ex- 
pres^on  '  cases  in  law  and  equity'  (in  the  constitution)  is 
nianifestly  confined  to  cases  of  a.  civil  -nature;  and  would 
exclude  cases  of  criminal  jurisdiction:  criminal  cases  in  law 
and  equity  would  bea  bnguage  unkhown  to  the  law." 

••The  succeedmg  paragraph  of  the  same  section,"  con- 
tinues the  report,  **is  in  harmony"  with  this  construction. 
It  is  in  these  words:  "  In  all  cases  aflfbcting  ambassadors, 
other  public  ministers,  and  consuls,  and  those  in  which  a 
State  shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Cburt  sliall  have  ori- 
einal  jurisdiction.  In  all  the  other  cases,  (including  cases 
in  law  and  equity  arising  under  tlie  constitution,)  the  Su- 

Sreme  Court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to 
iw  and  hci,  with  such  exceptions,  and  under  such  regu- 
lations, as  Congress's^oll  make.  This  paragraph,  by  cx- 
pready  giving  an  appellate  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  law  and 
equity  arising  imder  the  constitution,  to  fjict  as  well  as  to 
law,  clearly  excludes  criminal  cases,  wher6  the  trial  by 
Jury  is  secured,  because  the  fact  in  such  cases  is  not  a  sub- 
ject of  appeal." 

*•  Once  more"  (the  report  adds)  "the  amendment  last 
added  to  the  constitution  deserves  attention,  as  throwing 
I'g-ht  on  this  subject.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  ^tyt  in  law 
or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  Of  the 
United  States  by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  citizens 
or  subjects  of  any  foreign  Power.  As  it  will  not  be  pre- 
tended that  any  criminal  proceeding  could  take  place 
a^snst  a  State,  the  terms  law  or  equity  must  be  under- 
stood as  appropriate  to  civil,  in  exclusion  of  criminal 
cases." 

Such,  sir,  are  the  sentiments  and  reasoning  of  this  great 
statesman  on  this  point.  What  consideration  they  may  be 
entitled  to,  is  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  House. 
As,  however,  his  opinions  on  other  subjects  are  so  much 
sfoug-ht  after  of  late,  and^so  much  admired,  IrtrUst  Ihey 
vi'iU  not  be  without  their  weight  on  this. 

Btit,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  another  authority,  bearing 
so  directly  on  this  point,  that  it  must  nbt  be  passed  over 
uunoticed— -and    to  wh)cli  the  serious  ailcnlion  of  the 
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gentlenien  from  New  York  is  again  most  specially  invited. 
I  have  already  atated  that  when  the  convention  of  that 
State  ratified  the  federal  constitution,  they  proposed 
several  amendments,  which  they  urged  should  be  adopted. 
They  also  prefixed  to  their  assent  to  the  ratification  a 
declaration  of  certain  rights  and  principles  which  they 
conceived  weJ*e  not  affected  by  the  constitution,  and  tlien 
adtted:  ••Under  these  impressions,  and  dccUiring  that  the 
rights  aforesaid  cannot  be  abridged  or  violated,  and  that 
the  explanations  aforesaid  arc  consistent  with  the  said 
constitution,"  8tc.  <«We,  the  said  delegates,  do  assent 
to  and  ratify  the  said  constitution."  Now,  sir,  one  of 
these  «•  explanations  consistent  with  the  constitution"  is 
in  these  words:  "That the  judicial  power  of  tiic  United 
States,  in  cases  in  which  a  State  may  be  a  rarty,  does  not 
extend  to  criminal  prosecutionsi  or  to  authorize  any  suit 
by  any  person  against  ft  State.'*  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  a 
well  established  principle  of  the  common  law,  as  well  as 
the  pUun  dictate  of  common  sense,  that  a  contract  is  to  be 
Construed  as  imdcrstood  by  the  parties  to  it  at  the  time  it 
was  made.  The  constitution  b  a  contract  between  tlie 
diftcrent  Slates  of  this  Union.  New  York  was  a  part}', 
and  a  very  important  party,  to  this  contract;  and  she  re- 
solved to  leave  no  uncertniuty  aa  to  her  understanding  of 
it,  or  of  the  obligations  she  was  cbout  to  assume.  Sir,  it 
would  really  seem  as  if  the  members  of  that  convention 
looked  forward  with  a  prophetic  eve  to  the  disposition  of 
this  Government  to  acquire,  bv  the  »d  of  construction* 
powers  not  delegated  to  it,  and  that  th^v  deteitnined  to 
plant  round  it  as  nuiny  guards  as  poBuble  against  these 
dangerous  encroachments.  And  when,  among  tiie  dis- 
tinguished names  of  which  that  convention  was  composed, 
we  find  those  of  Jay,  Clinton,  Hamilton,  Morris,  Liv- 
ingston, and  many  others,  the  construction  which  tiiey 
placed  on  the  constitution  is  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect. 

There  is  only  one  more  clause  of  the  constitution,  with 
which  I  intend  to  trouble  the  House;  it  is  that  which  ex- 
tends the  power  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  «.' controversies 
between  a  State  and  foreign  States."  Let  us  inquire  of 
Mr.  Madison  what  is  the  intent  and  extent  of  Uiis  jurisdic- 
tion: •*  The  next  case  (saystiiis  gentleman  in  the  Virginia 
convention)  provides  for  disputes  between  a  foreipn  State 
and  one  of  our  States,  should  such  a  case  ever  arise;  and 
between  a  citizen,  and  a  foreign  citizen,  or  subject.  I  do 
not  conceive  that  any  coi>troversy  can  ever  be  decided  in 
these  courts,  between  an  American  and  a  foreign  State, 
without  the  consent  of  the  parties.  If  they  consent,  pro- 
\T«iion  is  here  made." 

To  this  opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  of  Mr.  John 
Marshall,  on  the  same  occasion.  In  reply  to  Mr.  George 
Mason,  Mr.  Marshall  s|ya— "  He  (Mr.  Wson)  objects  to 
its  (the  icderal  court's)  jurisdiction  in  controverwes  be- 
tween a  State  and  a  foreign.  State.  Suppose,  says  he,  in 
such  a  suit  a  foreign  State  is  cast,  W'Ul  she  be  bound  by 
the  decision?  If  a  foreign  State  brought  a  suit  against 
the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  would  she  not  be  barred 
from  Uie  claim,  if  the  federal  judiciary  tliouglit  it  unjust? 
The  ])revious  consent  of  the  parties  is  necessary'." 

Tims  we  sec  these  tw^  gentiemen  concurrmg  in  the 
opinion,  that  to  eiwblethe  Supreme  Court  to  exercise  tha 
jurisdiction,  the  consent  of  the  parties,  the  States,  is  india- 
pi^nsable. 

To  show  more  clearly  the  absurdity  of  this  doctrine* 
Uiat  a  foreign  State  niay  bring  one  of  these  States  into  the 
Supreme  Coyrt,  permit  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  pre  sent  a 
single  case,  as  an  illustration.  Th6re  has  recently  been 
a  (iHspute  between  the  ^tate  of  Maine  and  the  provmce  of 
New  Brunswick.  Instead*  then,  of  settling  it  by  nego* 
tiation  between  the  two  Governments,  suppose  Great 
Britain  had  brourhtan  action  in  the  Suprt  me  Court  against 
Maine,  for  the  disputed  territory.  Sir,  it  would  have 
been  the  standing  jest  of  the  day  $  it  would  luvebtcn  tou 
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ludicrous  for  ^ve  judicial  consideration.  Yet,  a  people 
resldinj^  withui  the  limiu  of  the  State  of  Georg^  who, 
some  four  or  five  years  ago,  declared  themselves  inde- 
pendent, have,  as  rumor  informs  us,  instituted  suit  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  as  a  foreign  nution,  against  that  State^ 
and  that,  too,  under  the  advice  of  distinguished  counsel. 
That  siich  a  case  will  be  sustained,  I  cannot  believe. 
Georgia  has  not  only  given  no  consent  to  have  the  case 
adjudicated  by  the  court,  but  she  will  not  feel  herself 
bound  by  any  judgment  that  may  be  awarded. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  spoken  of  the  powers  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  particularly  as  specified  m  the  twenty-fifth 
section  of  the  judiciary  act,  as  being  vast  and  alarming.  I 
concur  most  sincerely  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  my 
worthy  friend  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  HuHTiireTOK,]  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  that,  **  in  compaxison  with 
the  judiciary,  all  the  other  departments  of  this  Govern- 
ment are  weak  and  powerless."  But,  sir,  when  the  gen- 
tleman added,  that  it  controlled  even  sovereignty  itself, 
by  pointing  it  to  the  clause  which  says  ''thus  far  shalt 
thou  ^Oj  and  no  farther,"  I  confess  I  did  not  correctly  un- 
derstand the  import  of  his  language..  little,  indeed!,  did 
I  dream  how  soon  we  should  have  a  demonstration  of  this 
omnipotence,  and  that  my  devoted  State  was,  as  usual,  to 
be  the  subject. 

Sir,  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  repeat- 
ed conflicts  of  the  State  of  Geor^  with  this  GovernmenL 
She  has,  indeed,  had  her  days  of  darkness  and  of  trial — 
sometimes  standing  almost  alone,  and  breasting  the  almost 
overwhelming  torrent  of  public  opinion.  But  she  re- 
mained firm  and  unmoved;  and  when  the  storm  has  passed 
over,  when  the  excitement  has  subsided,  she  has  had  the 
proud  satisfaction  to  see  her  principles  recognised,  and  to 
hear  her  course  approved.  She  still  acts  upon  the  same 
principles — she  stilU  pursues  the  sane  straightforward 
course;  and,  in  her  present  difficulties,  she  confidently 
anticipates  the  same  result.  She  only  carries  into  practical 
operation  tlie  doctrines  so  clearly  laid  doWn,  ana  so  ably 
maintained,  bv  Madison  and  Marsludl;  these  are  the 
••burning  and  shining  lights"  which  illuminate  her  path, 
and  ^lide  her  course;  and  it  is  for  an  intelligent  ana  im- 
partial public  to  say  whether,*  for  thus  acting,  she  should 
be  placed  underlie  ban,  and  devoted  to  destruction. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  would  be  gross  afiectation  if  I  were  to 
speak  of  the  distinguished  individuals  who  adorn  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  any  other  terms  tlian  those 
of  the  most  profound  respect.  But  the  reverence  which 
is  so  generally  entertainea  for  the  characters  of  the  judges 
excites  some  of  the  greatest  apprehensions  as  to  the 
dangers  likely.to  grow  out  of  the  powers  of  the  court. 
Sir,  let  us  remember  not  only  that  these  judges  are  fallible, 
but  that  they  are  not  immortal. .  Tliat  splendid  orb  which 
has  been  so  long  the  centre  oT  this  svstem — which  in  its 
meridian  shone  with  suc^h  bright  efiulgencc,  and  which 
preserves  such  mild  and  steady  lustre  in  its  evening  hours, 
IS  fast  verging  to  the  horizon,  and  must  soon  set.  Its 
distinguished  secondaries,  in  the  revolutions  of  years,  must 
also  finish  their  course-^nd  who  can  foresee  the  charac- 
ter of  their  successors.^  With  the  same  powers,  and 
without  the  same  purity  of  purpose  to  ditect  them,  who 
can  tell  what  mischiefs  they  may  not  commit?  Against 
these  dangers  it  is  our  duty  to  guard.  We  cannot  too 
cautiously  and  securely  provide  against  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  power.  No  policy  is  more  unwise  and  unsafe, 
than  that  of  confiding  powers  with  reference  to  the  indi- 
vidual by  whom  they  are  to  be  exercised-^no  matter  how 
pure  and  elevated  the  character  of  that  individual  may 
be.  Sir,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  providing  against 
future  ^mger,  and  with  u)e  nope  of  checking  an  evil 
which  is  constantly  increasing,  and  which  tlireatcns  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  our  countr3F — the  interference  of 
federal  with  State  authorities — that  the  majority  of  the 
Jttdtftiary  eommHtcQ  were  induced  to  recommend  a  repeU 


of  that  section  of  our  judidary  act  which  conlecs  upon 
ysur  Supreme  Court  such  uidimited  powers. 

As  to  the  resolution  immediatelT  under  conaideniticm,  I 
have  only  to  say,  in  conduaion,  thaL  as  the  majority  and 
natnoritjr  pf  the  committee  differed  so  widely  la  their 
views  of  the  ouestion  presented  to  them,  it  is  both  right 
and  proper  that  the  people  at  large  should  see  the  rea- 
soning by  which  they  have  arrived  at  conduaons  so 
entirely  opposite.^  After  the  imputations  which  have  been 
cast  upon  the  majority,  we  consider  it  a  matter  of  strict 
justice  that  their  views  should  be  published,  and  let  an 
unprejudiced  world  determine  whether  we  have  indeed 
been  plotting  treason  in  the  veiy  bosom  of  our  national 
eoimcils. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  fiirther  provision  for  the 
surviving  ofiicers  and  soldiersy  militia.  State  troops,  and 
volunteers,  of  the  revolutionary  service,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  the  question  stated  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  TREZYANT  rose,  and  said  he  was  aware  of  the 
g^reat  majority  by  wluch  this  bill  had  been  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  yesterda^i  and  he  knew  he  was  preaenting 
himself  in  an  unenviable  position  by  interposing  any  ob- 
stacles to  its  immediate  passage;  yet,  contcmpnting  the 
effects  which  it  must  proauce  upon  the  financial  operations 
of  the  Government,  he  felt  constrained,  by  a  sense  of 
duty,  to  throw  himself,  for  a  short  time,  upon  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  House.  He  said,  that  by  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  if  it^hould  become  a  law,  we  are  about  to  place  upon 
the  roll  of  pensioners  every  individual,  without  regard  to 
the  character  in  which  he  mirht  have  served  in  tl^  revo' 
lutionary  war;  no  matter  whether  rich  or  poor,  if  hia 
service  was  of  six  months'  duration.  Not  content  with  the 
bountiful  liberality  alrtsady  extended  to  tlie  brave  and 
gallant  men  who  were  engaged  in  most  of  Uie  hard-lbught 
b^es  in  that  eventful  war,  which  terminated  in  esta- 
blishing our  independence,  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
adopt  a  measure  ttiat  will  embrace  within  the  scope  of  its 
bounty  all  who  survive,  and  which  must  necessarily  in- 
crease the  number  of  pennoners  to  an  unknown  extend 
and  create  demands  upon  the  treasury,  that  will  absoib  a 
large  prop6rtion  of  your  current  revenue.  Is  the  list  of 
pensioners  not  sufficiently  swelled  under  the  existing  lawi^ 
that  we  must  dispense  with  the  prudent  limitations  imposed 
upon  the  .bounty  of  the  Government,  and  invite  multi- 
tudes whp  are  not  claiming  it  as  a  right,  or  even  asking  it 
as  a  favor,  to  partake  of  a  liberality  almost  witfiout  bounds^ 
and  certainly  unprecedented? 

At  present,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  pension  cannot  be  obtained 
unless  the  applicant  b  in  necessitous  circumstances;  and 
he  is  held  to  strict  proof  of  the  time  of  service,  which 
must  be,  at  the  least,  nine  months;  and  required  to 
furnish,  under  oath,  a  schedule  of  his  property.  Notwith- 
standing these  wise  and  salutary  restrictions,  intended  to 
confine  the  benefits  of  your  pension  system  to  those  who 
rea%  stand,  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  their  country, 
and  to  guard  your  treasury  against  frauds — not  less  than 
between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand  are  at  this  time  in 
the  enjoyment  of  your  bounty,  requiring,  I  think,  an 
annual  expenditure  of  between  twelve  and  fifteen  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  From  this  data  a  probable  conjecture 
might  be  formed  as  to  the  effects  of  this  bill,  should  it 
pass,  in  increasing  the  number  of  penuoners,  and  the  an- 
nual expenditure  to  be  made  for  tiie  payment  of  their 
pension^. 

Biir..  T.  said  that  he  did  not  know  what  was  the  num- 
ber of  soldiers  engaged  in  the  revolutionary  war.  The 
number,  however,  must  have  been  very  great,  if  the  mili- 
tia, as  well  as  those  in  the  continental  line,  are  included 
in  the  estimate.  The  war  was  waged  for  seven  year«,  and 
was  actively  pi'osecutcd  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union 
to  the  other.    No  part  of  the  seaboard  escaped  its  raia- 
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gea^  and  the  inUitiB,  in  aid  of  the  regular  forces,  were 
ireqttently  called  out  in  all  the  States^  and  but  few  per- 
formed k  service  for  a  riiorter  period  than  nz  ntontfaa.  It 
cannot  be  doubted  that  there  are  many  thousands,  scattM*- 
ed  overall  parts  of  the  United  States,  who  w3l  be  entitled 
to  the  benefits  cont(in|>lated  hy  this  bill,  and  will  avail 
themselves  of  its  provinons.  It  is  imposable  to  speak 
with  absolute  accuracy  upon  this  subject,  but  thenum 
ber  X>f  pensioners  now  on  the  roll  furnishes  a  rule  that  will 
enable  us  to  approximate  sufficiently  near  the  truth  to  in- 
duce  gentlemen  to  hesitate  before  they  proceed  further 
in  this  ruinous  policy. 

At  present  it  should  be  remembered,  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  who  were  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1828- 
*9,  none  but  the  indigent,  who  have  served  continuously 
nine  months  in  the  continental  line,  are  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  pension  acts.  The  possesnon  of  more  than 
three  hundred  dollars  worth  of  property  exclude  the 
solder  from  this  bounty.  With  these  restrictions,  it  has 
been  stated  that  the  number  at  present  upon  the  pension 
list  amounts  to  between  eleven  and  twelve  thousand.  It 
cannot  be  reasonably  supposed  that  one-third  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  that  band  of  patriots,  who  knew  so  well  how  to 
estimate  the  value  of  hberty,  and  encountered  such  fear- 
fill  perils  to  secure  its  possession  to  themselves  and  their 
prosperity,  have  been  so  regardless  of  their  eomibrt  and 
independence  as,  after  a  lapse  of  fif^  years,  uninterrupt- 
edly devoted  to  the  improvement  of  their  fortunes,  to  be 
found  at  this  day  in  the  posKssion  of  less  than  three  hun- 
dred dollars  worth  of  proper^.  Admit,  however,  that 
one-third  of  these  men,  either  by  misfortune  or  improvi- 
dence, have  been  reduced  to  this  condition.  Remove  the 
restrictions  at  present  imposed,  and  fit>m  the  ranks  of  the 
continental  line  alone  you  will  have  a  list  of  pensioners 
amounting  to  between  thirtjr  and  thii^-six  thousand.  The 
relative  proportion  of  militia  and  continental  troops  can- 
not be  ascertained  with  preeisionf  but  the  liikory  of  those 
times,  and  the  recoUeotion  of  those  who  witnessed  the 
scenes  of  that  period,  and  yet  live,  will  bear  me  out  in  say- 
ing that  the  imlitia  engag^ed  in  the  revelutiooary  struggle, 
at  different  times  fVonr  its  commencement-  to  its  termma- 
tion,  greatly  exceeded  the  number  of  regukt  or  conti- 
nental troops.  If  they  were  only  equal  m  number,  it  is 
clcrarly  shown  that,  by  the  passsse  of  this  bill,  you  will  in- 
crease the  list  of  pensioners  from  between  eleven  and 
twelve  thousand,  to  between  sixty  and  eighty  Uuiusand. 
With  this  view  of  the  facts,  an  opinion  may  be  hasarded, 
that,  to  maintain  ^our  pensioners,  the  sum  required  annu^ 
ally,  instead  of  bemg,  ss  at  present,  between  twelve  and  fif- 
teen hundred  thousand  dollars^  will  between  six  and  ten 
millions  of  dollars.  Admitf  Ifr.  Speaker,  that  the  smaPest 
of  the  1^  mentioned  sums  will  be  required  snimually  to 
meet  the  expenditures  to  be  incurred  by  ths  sdoption  of  this 
measure,  where  is  it  to  come  from  ?  Your  tressury  may -be 
in  a  healthful  state.  It  is  no  doubt  prepared  to  meet  ex- 
pected and  ordinary  demands,  but  it  is  not  so  reduiidant 
as  to  be  able  to  meet  one  so  unexpected,  and  of  such  an 
extraordinary  charaoter.  Mr.  Bpeaker,  we  have  yet  a 
heavy  and  a  long  standing  debt  nanginv  over  us,  which 
sound  policy  requires  should  be  paid  before  this  system 
of  waste  ami  extravagance  should  be  indulged  in.  We 
should  be  just  before  we  are  generous.  If  this  bill  should 
become  a  law,  how  will  this  debt  be  discharged?  It  is 
evident  that  the  sum  which  will  be  annually  required  to 
carry  it  into  effect  canifot  be  supplied  from  the  current 
revenue,  unless  other  appropriations  neeessaiy  to  the  or- 
dinary current  expenses  of  the  Gove|*nmeat  should  be 
dispensed  with,  or  3rou  invade  the  sinking  fiind;  long  ^ce 
established,  and  sacredly  pledged  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  principal  of  the  public  debt  If  you  do  not  im- 
pose additioiwl  taxes  or  borrow  money,  this  must  be  done; 
and,  as  a  necessary  consequence^  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt  will  be  postponed.     We  hayt.  been  told  by  the  Exe- 


cutive that  the  revenue  of  the  Government  was  equal  to 
the  payment  of  this  debt  as  early  as  the  year  1834,  or  1835 
at  furthest.  The  people  have  been  told  so  for  the  Isst 
two  or  three  years,  and  they  are  roost  anxiously  look- 
ing forward  to  this  desirable  period.  Theyexpeet,  then, 
to  be  ^Ueved  from  that  we^t  of  taxes  by  which  ^ey 
have  been  so  grievously  oppressed,  especially  rince  the 
year  1828.  in.  this'  countiy,  as  in  ^  others,  the  people 
look  to  the  degree  of  taxation  they  are  exposed  to,  as 
one  of  the  best  evidences  of  the  wisdom  or  follv,  the 
goodness  or  badness,  of  the  Government  under  whicMhey 
Uve,  and  of  those  Who  administer  its  affairs.  When  their 
industry  is  least  tramme\led  by  unnecessary  burdens,  and 
they  are  left  free  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labor  with  the 
least  possible  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Cvovernment, 
they  are  not  often  inclined  to  complain  of  the  acts  of  the 
Government;  but  under  a  state  of  taxation  which  is  felt  to 
be  oppressive,  and  pronusestobe  perpetual,  they  will  com- 
plain, and  their  complaints  must  ultimately  be  respected. 
With  a  view  to  avert  the  evils  he  apprehended  would 
flow  fhnn  the  bill  if  it  passed  in  its  present  form,  Mr.  T. 
submitted  the  Ibllowine  motion : 

**  That  the  said  bill  be  reoomnutted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  inquire  and  re- 
port to  the  House  the  amount  which  will  probably  be 
required  annually  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect,  and 
the  amount  which  probably  woidd  be  annually  required 
to  carry  the  said  bill  into  effect,  provided  its  provisions 
were  restricted  to  those  only  who  are  in  such  reduced  cir- 
cumstances in  life  as  to  stand  in  need  of  assistance  of 
the  country  for  support;  and  fiirther  to  in<}uire  and  re- 
port whether  the  amount  which  may  be  required  to  carry 
the  provisions  of  the  said  bill  into  effect  can  be  drawn 
fA>m  the  treasuiy  without  invading  the  sinking  fiind,  and 
hereby  postponing  the  payment  of  tiie  public  debt." 

Heretofore,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  policy  of  this  Government 
had  been  to  confine  the  benefits  of  the  pension  law  to  those 
who  had  been  disabled  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of 
the  country,  and  to  those  who  had  served  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  indigence  and 
want  Now,'1t  is  proposed  to  go  beyond  this  policy,  and 
to  lay  the  foundation  o^  a  splendid  pension  system.  All 
who  participated  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  no  matter 
What  their  merits  may  be,  are  invited  to  come  forward 
and  throw  themselves  upon  the  charity  and  beneficence  of 
the  Govemmedti— a  sumptuous  banquet  isto  be  spread,  and 
the  country  is  to  be  ransacked  to  gather  toother  multi- 
tudes to  riot  and  revel  at  the  feast*  It  is  not  in  humsn  na- 
ture to  rerist  an  invitation  so  strongly  appealing  to  its  cu- 
pidity and  avarice.  .  AU  who  remain,  of  the  regular  army 
or  militia  of  tlie  war  of  the  revolution,  wi)l  be  quartered 
upon  your  treasury. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  knew  that  much  4iad  been  said,  in 
and  out  of  the  House,  of  the  neritorioos  serriees  of  the 
revolutionary  patriots,  and  of  the  debt  of  gratitude  which 
the  country  owed  them*  No  one  was  more  ivady  thsn  he 
wss  to  award  to  them  that  meed  of  praise  to  which  they  < 
were  so  richly  entitled;  and  he  entertsined  so  exslted  an 
opinion  of  the  patriotism  by  which  he  trusted  they  were 
stUl  animated,  that  he  believed  he  should  go  as  far  as  any  of 
tliem  dedred,  if  he  contributed  in  his  sHrtion  here  to  ex- 
tend relief  to  such  of  them  ss  really  stood  in  need  of  assist- 
ance from  their  country.  If,  however,  he  should  be  mis- 
taken in  this  opinion,  as  his  justification,  he  woidd  say, 
that  it  was  a -bad  rule  in  legiskition  to  surrender  the  dic- 
tates of  the  judgment,  and  follow  the  Impulse  of  the  feel- 
ings. Whetiever  it  was  done,  the  consequences  inVari- 
ably  proved  to  be  injuridus  to  the  people.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  had  no  inducement,  nor  did  he  feel  any  desire,  to  de- 
rogate from  the  well-earned  fame  of  the  men  who  fought 
and  suffered  to  establish  our  independence,  nor  would  he 
throw  any  obstacles  in  tlie  Way^or  any  meuure  calculated 
and  intended  to  afford  the  comforts  neeessaiy  to  thor  real 
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wants;  but  he  could  not  oonsent  to  givfi  away  millions  to 
those  who  did  not  stand  in  need  of  it.  The  idea  of  men 
who  were  rollings  in  affluence  and  indulging  tn  all  the  luxu- 
ries of  ctvitized  life  being*  sustained  and  supported  at  the 
public  expense,  in  a  country  and  under  a  €3oyemment 
where  we  boast  of  equal  rignts,  was  to  him  odious  in  the 
extreme,  and  would  be  so  considered  by  the  people.  He 
must  beseech  gentlemen  again  to  weigh  well  the  conse* 
quences  of  this  measure.  Sixty  thousand  pennoners  to 
be  maintained  from  your  treasuiy  by  the  annual  expendi- 
ture of  an  amount  that  must  arrest  for  some  time  the  pa)'- 
ment  of  the  public  debt,  and  fasten  upon  the  people,  for 
an  indefinite  period,  a  system  of  taxation  under  which, 
eyen  now,  they  are  justly  restless  and  dissatisfied  must 
present  a  consideration  that  the  prudent  and  discreet 
would  not  cast  aside. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  he  had  desi^edly  confined  the  re- 
marks which  he  Imd  made  upon  thisjsubi ect  to  those  points 
to  which,  in  support  of  his  motion,  he  had  felt  it  his  duty 
chiefly  to  call  tlie  attention  of  the  House;  but,<  before  he 
took  leaye  of  the  subject,  he  jyould  say  that  he  felt  op- 
posed to  the  pensioning  system,  upon  other  grounds.  He 
oelieyed  it  was  better  calculated  to  demonuize  the  com- 
munity than  almost  any  other  kind  of  legislation.  It 
weakens  those  ties  which,  in  all  well  regulated  communi- 
ties, should  be  sedulously  cherished  as  &e  strongest  ligap 
ments  which  bind  man  to  the  performance  of  his  social 
duties.  The  Aged  parent,  who  has  a  moral  right  to  lean  upon 
his  offspring  tor  support  in  the  decline  of  ufe,  wiU  be  told 
that  tluit  obligation  no  longer  exists,  as  the  Government 
lias  undertaken  to  proride  tor  him.  The  brother  will  be 
denied  the  hospitali^  of  a  brother's  roof,  or  a  place  at  his 
boar^,  and  turned  oat  of  doors  to  liye  upon  the  charity  of 
Cioyemment.  Those  affections,  which  constituted  the 
chief  enjoyment  of  life,  will  be  put  to  hazard  by  the  in- 
troduction of  such  an  extended  lystem  of  s^yernmental 
charity.  >Ir.  T.  said  that  he  re^rretted  he  had  occupied 
so  much  time  in  presenting  his  views  upon  this  subject  to 
the  House,  especially  as  he  was  satisfiea  his  efforts  would 
be  unsuccesnul;  yet  he  should  haye  the  consolation  to 
know  tliat  he  had'  attempted  to  discharge  his  duty  to  his 
constituents  and  to  the  countnr,  and  attSe  same  time  that 
he  had  obeyed  the  dictates  ox  his  own  eonacience  in  sub- 
mitting what  he  liad  said. 

Mr.  TUCKBR,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was  in  fiiyor 
of  doing  somettiing  for  tlie  State  troops,  volunteers^  and 
militia.  These  men  had  rendered  services  as  i|nportant, 
had  endured  hardships  as  gfreat,  and  suffered  privations 
as  distressing,  as  the  regular  soldiers.  The  time  was,  du- 
ringp  the  reyolution,^t]iat  every  thing  depended  upon  them; 
they  were  subject  to  daify  alarms,  and  daily  calls  to  resist 
tlie  devastating  progress  of  the  enem^— -they  met  these 
calls  with  alacrity,  an4  9l  patriotism  inferior  to  none— ex- 
posed their  lives  and  slicd  their  blood  In  defence  of  tlieir 
country's  freedom;  and  were  they  now  to  be  forgotten? 
Was  Congress  to  legislate  for  the  bene;fit  of  the  regular 
soldier  Amy?  Those  in  the  regular  serrice  stipulated  to 
serve  for  a  sum  certain,  and  most  of  them  had  been  paid 
agreeably  to  the  contract. 

It  would  be  recoUected,  he  said,  that  most  of  tliose  hi 
the  South,  who  took  an  active  part  in  achieving  tlie  liber- 
ties of  the  country,  belonged  to  the  militia;  but  it  made 
no  difference  with  him  to  what  section  of  country  that  class 
of  soldiers  belonged.  They  had  rendered  essential  services: 
without  them  the  war  could  hot  have  been  successfully 
carried  on,  and,  but  for  their  patriotic  exertions,  we 
might  have  been  at  this  day  groaning  under  the  yoke  of 
a  ^reign  despot.  They  had  never  received  their  pay  in 
any  thuig  but  a  deprecis^ted  paper  currency  of  nominal 
value.  But  few  of  them  now  remain,  and  a  large  portion 
of  these  were  borne  down  hy  age  and  infirmities,  and 
lingering  out  a  miserable  existence  under  t^e  bligl>ting 
)nf|ti.ence  of  a  cheerless  poverty.     Should  ihtnc  men  now 


be  told,  in  the  evening  pf  fheir  days,  that  they  were  less 
patriotic,  that  tlieir  servicea  were  (ess  yaluable,  and  they 
less  deserving,  than  the  regular  solcyers?  Such  an  inridi- 
ous  distinction  was  unfeeling  and  crud.  .  Mr.  T.  said,  we 
owe  them  a  debt:  we  are  their  debtors,  and  they  our 
creditors.  Justice  demands  that  w^  rimuld  pay  them^ 
By  our  acts  of  legwladon,  we  bad  made  provision  tor  a 
class  of  officers  and  soldiers,  to  which  class  belongs  many 
who  are  in  easy  circumstances.  [He  alluded  to  the  act 
of  1828,  which  provided  for  all  those  who  enlisted  for  and 
served  during  the  war,  without  reference  to  their  pecu- 
niai7  situation.!  He  couM  see  no  ground  for  distinction, 
nor  could  he  discover  any  ^ood  reason  for  paying*  that 
class  in  preference  to  the  mihtia.-  The  distinction,  he 
said,  was  odious  and  unjust  It  evinced  apartiidity  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  not  warranted  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  He  had  never  been  the  friend  of  tiie 
pensioning  system;  but  as  it  had  been  adopted,  and  would 
be  kept  up  by  the  Gm-emment,  he  insisted  that  even- 
handea  justice  should  be  awarded  to  all.  Would  any 
gentleman  say  to  him  that  such  men  as  the  immortal  Sump- 
ter  and  Clarion,  with  their  devoted  compatriots,  were  Im 
worthy  or  less  deserving  than  those  attacned  to  the  regular 
service?  South  Carolina  held  them  in  the  most  grateful 
remembrance.  Their  yenerated  names  shed  a  lustre  of 
glory  upon  that  State,  and  their  patriotic  devotion  adorned 
the  pagfes  of  American  history.  Sliall  we,  soud  he,  anffer 
the  orave  followem  of  tliese  brave  men  to  pine  in  want 
and  die  in  poverty,  while  we  are  awarding  our  bounty  to 
those  who  are  not  more  deserviiMT  ?  Justice  was  all  that  be 
de«red;  and,  in  luring  his  yote  ror  paying*  the  miUtia,  he 
consdered  that  he  should  act  in  strict  conformity  lo  her 
requirements.  He  had  named  Sompter  and  Marion — he 
might  add,  Buthtr,  Williams,  Pickens,  Hill,  and  a  host  of 
others,  who  rendered  services  unequalled  in  the  histo- 
ry of  the  revolution.  Could  any  American  read  the 
record  of  their  patriotic  deeds^  and  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  sa^,  they  were  less  deserving  than  those  for 
whom  provision  has  been  made?  He  repeated  tliat  it  was 
not  only  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  we  owed  to  these  men; 
but  we  were  under  a  pecuniary  obligation  to  thcTo,  which 
had  never  been  disciiarged.  As  me  representatiye  of 
honest  constituents,  wilfing  to  discharge  tlieir  honest 
debts,  he  should  yenture  to  giye  his  assent  to  paying 
these  men. 

It  is  but  a  few  days,  said  Mr.  T.,  nnce  we  voted  a  laige 
amount  as  a  donation  to  a  distinguished  individual  of  tfis 
country.  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Monroe,  late  Preodent  of 
the  United  States.  Why  was  that  sum  voted  to  him^ 
Because  his  fame  had  been  shed  abroad,  and  the  splen-^ 
dor  of  the  gif^  was  to  make  a  flourish  in  the  world.  Will 
this  Government  be  generous  and  refuse  to  be  just?  Shall 
the  poor  militia  man  be  denied  his  honest  due,  and 
kept  from  hb  scanty  pittance,  while  we  lavish  our  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  upon  those  who  haye  no  legal 
claim  upon  us?  Let  the  American  people  aroid  the  re- 
proach which  such  a  course  of  legislation  would  bring  upon 
them.  Justice  was  ecmsUv  due  to  the  high,  the  low,  the 
rich,  and  the  poor;  and  so  longas  he  had  a  tongue  to  utter 
a  sentence,  he  would  adrocate  this  principle. 

Mr.  T.  said,  you  hare  expended  money  enough  in 
your  unconstitutional  works  or  internal  improvement — in 
the  construction  of  your  big  and  little  roads,  your  canals, 
and  your  surveys,  to  have  paid  those  poor  men  what  was 
their  due.  In  your  anxie^  to  prosecute  a  splendid  na- 
tional scheme,,  and  to  dazzle  the  world  with  the  g^loiy  of 
a  great  American  system,  you  have  forgotten  the  debts 
you  owed,  and  the  sufferings  of  those  to  whom  they  were 
due* .  Pursue  this  policy  a  little  longer — lavish  your  mo- 
ney upon  some  who  are  not  entitl^  to  it— ^withhold  it 
fi*om  others  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  squander  your  trca- 
sufe  according  to  the  policy  of  yoiur  misnamed  American 
K\stcm,  and  your  liberties  are  gpone  forever. 
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Hr.  CARSON  was  af^inst  the  bai«  as  at  present  ad- 
Tiaedy  (having  been  detained  from  the  House  by  in^spo- 
sttion'7esteTdayy  during*  the  diacHaaon,)  and  was  in  fkvor 
of  the  commitment,  to  ascertain^  as  near  as  practicable, 
what  it  would  cost. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  tiie  sesnon  now  drew  very 
near  to  its  close;  there  were  many  subiects  of  great  im« 
portance  yet  to  be  acted  on;  and  as,  after  the  full  dtseus- 
sion  and  the  decisiye  vote  of  yesterday,  further  debate 
could  answer  no  purpose,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  the  House 
and  the  country  to  move  die  previous  question;  but  he 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  YERPLANCK,  ^n  a  promise  that  Mr.  V.  Would 
renew  it  when  be  had  made  an  explanation  in  repty  to 
some  of  die  stidements  of  Mr.  Tbb^akt^  which  Mr.  V. 
proceeded  te  do,  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  fnm  the  best 
data  in  possession  of  the  oommittee,  which  he  stated  in 
detail,  that  the  biH  would  require  an  additional  expendi- 
ture of  not  more  than  from  800^000  to  #1,000,000,  and 
thu  rapidly  decreasing,  and  soon,  in  the  course  of  nature, 
to  be  entirely  discontinued.  He  concluded,  according  to 
promise,  with  moving  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  sustained;  and  the  question  being  put 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  amrmap 
tive — ^yeas  132,  nays  52. 

So  the  biQ  was  passed*  and  seat  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
cuxTtoce. 

APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  several  remaining  appropriation  bills. 

The  committee  spent  thiee  boors  in  (tiscussing  various 
amendments  to  these  bills,  asthey  successivelv  came  under 
consideration,  and  on  motions  to  fill  blanks  with  particular 
mim%  or  to  re4uce  appropriations.  The  foHoving  were 
the  chief  questions  decided: 

To  the  navy  appropriation  bill,  Mr.  DRATTON  moved 
an  amendment  to  restore  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the 
officers  of  the  marine  corps  to  what  they  had  been  prior 
to  1829,  when  they  were  reduced  by  the  construction  of 
the  I'onrth  Auditor;  and,  after  some  oppontion  by  Mr. 
WICKLIFFE,  and  remarks  by  Messrs.  miAYTON  and 
HcDUFFlE  in  its  favor,  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

In  the  military  appropriation  bill,  Mr.  DRATTON 
moved  to  increase  the  appropriation  for  fortifications  from 
100,000  to  ^200»000.  The  motion  was  very  strenuously 
opposed  by  Mr.  YANCEY,  and  was  negatived. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  made  an  unauccenftil  motion  to  ap- 
propriate ^,000  for  the  purchase  of  medals  to  be  distri- 
buted  to  Indian  chiefi;  and 

Blr.  BATES  made  an  unsuccessfiil  motion  to  insert  an 
amendment  directing  that  the  I<idian  annuities  be  hereafUr 
pud  in  the  manner  which  had  been  pursued  pfeviously 
to  the  last  year — the  yeas  being  53^  nays  61. 

Mr.  VERPLANCR  moved  to  insert  an  appropriation 
in  the  harbor  bill  (conformable  to  an  existing  law)  of 
^50,000,  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississi|)pi;  and  the  motion  was  agrec^l  to. 

Mr-  WICKLIFFE  moved  an  amendment  to  appropriate 
an  additional  sum  of  f  150,000,  to  be  expended,  under 
the  direction  of  the  present  superintendent,  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  its 
mouth  to  Pittiburg,  in  removing  the  obstructions  in  the 
channels  at  the  shoal  places  and  ripples,  and  by  the  erec- 
tion of  wing  dams,  or  such  other  means  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  said  superintendent,  will  best  answer  the  pur{K)se  of 
deepening  the  channels  of  said  river. 

Some  debate  arose,  in  wtfich  Mr.  gARSON  opposed 
the  appropriation.  Messrs.  WILDE  and  McDUPFIE 
objected  to  inserting  it  in  the  present  bill,  which  was  in- 
tended only  to  appropriate  lor  objects  already  authorized 
by  law;  and  Mr.  WKCKLtFPE  defended  it. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  he  wouW  not,  at  that  late  hour. 


give  his  reasons  at  large  upon  the  proposed  amendment, 
but  he  would  state,  in  a  lew  words,  the  ground  upon 
which  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  was,  in  truth, 
nothing  more  than  an  extension  of  the  canals  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania.  These  two  States  were  incurring  an  ex- 
pense, of  ten  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  the  one  in 
opening  a  canal  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  uid  the 
other  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river;  thus  open- 
ing a  oontinoed  communication  from  Philadelphia  to  New 
Orleans  Yay  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  and  frt>m  New  York 
to  New  Orleans  through  tiie  Erie  and  Ohio  canal.  Owing 
to  certain  shods  in  uie  Ohio  river,  its  navigation  was 
almost  whoUv  suspended  for  about  two  months  every  au- 
tumn; and  that,  too,  at  the  very  best  season  of  the  year 
for  business  en  these  canals.  The  loss  of  business  on 
this  account  must  be  very  great  It  is  of  little  conse- 
quence that  the  Ohio  canal  enters  the  Ohio  river,  unless 
the  produce  of  the  interior  can  descend  to  New  Orleans, 
or  other  place  of  destination.  So  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal;  it  is  in  vain  for  that  State  to  think  of  participating 
to  any  con^derdile  extent  in  the  trade  of  the  Western 
country  at  that  season  of  the  year,  unless  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio  is  opened  to  Pittsburg,  so  that  produce  may 
ascenf  and  merchandise  descend  the  river,  on  their  way 
to  and  from  Philadelphia.  The  makingof  these  canals, 
wluch  will  now  be-finbhed  in  a  year  or  two,  rendersit  of 
vast  importance  to  keep  the  navigation  of  thatriver  always 
open  while  bumness  can  be  done  upon  them.  We  have 
a  report  Ijring  upon  the  table,  showing  that  the  shoals  in 
the  river  can  be  deepened  at  a  very  moderate  expense. 
The  hnprovement  of  its  navigation  properly  belongs  to 
the  General  Government  And  he  hoped,  considering 
the  vast  expense  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
were  incurring  in  opening  avenues  of  trade  to  the  Ohio, 
that  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  $150,000  would  not 
be  denjed  in  aid  of  their  great  efforts. 

Mr.  DENNY  said,  as  I  come  from  the  borders  of  the 
Ohio,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  this 
subject.  It  is  one  of  great  importance  to  the  Western 
country.  The  Ohio  nver  may  with  great  propriety  be 
considered  a  great  national  highway;  it  forms  the  boun- 
daiy  between  several  of  the  States;  it  is  the  great  chan- 
nel of  their  commerce,  and,  to  some  portions,  the  only 
outlet  for  their  trade;  and,  in  my  opinion,  is  as  deserving 
of  the  attention  of  the  Government  as  any  portion  of  the 
seaboanL  Much  has  been  done  to  focilitate  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  along  the  Atlantic;  large  sums  of  money 
have  been  expende<i  fbr  improvements  in  the  bays, 
clearing  the  harbors,  opening  channels,  and  removing  ob- 
structions to  navigation,  along  oiu*  extensive  seacoast, 
wherever  the  tide  flows,  from  north  to  south.  But, 
sb,  it  seems  to  me  that  some  gentlemen  are  seized  with  a 
kind  of  hydrophobia  so  soon  as  we  leave  the  salt  and  pro- 
pose improvements  in  the  fresh  water  region.  I  am  wiil- 
m^  with  them  to  vote  millions  for  the  improvement  and 
protection  of  our  harbors  and  seaports,  becaus^  it  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  commerce  of  our  country.  The  whole 
Union  is  benefited  by  such  expenditures,  because  the 
whole  Union  has  an  interest  in  the  commerce  of  every 
port;  and  certainly  to  facilitate  our  internal  commercial 
communication,  particularly  among  the  great  and  flourish- 
ing Western  States,  is  equally  worthy  our  attention,  in  a 
national  point  of  view.  ,  f  can  perceive  no  difference  be- 
tween this  commerce  and  our  coasting  trade,  which  enjoys 
so  largely  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Government 

To  the  Western  States,  the  Ohio  is  the  most  important 
channel  of  their  intercourse;  and  it  is  true,  as  remarked 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Carsox,] 
they  win  be  immediately  benefited  by  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation. But,  sir,  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  improvements  under  this  appropriation  will  not  be 
felt  exchiaively  in  those  States;  the  whole  nation  will  ex- 
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perJence  the  beneficial  effects  in  the  additional  fiicilities 
aflTorded  to  commerce;  and  this  it  the  great  basis  upon 
which  the  advocates  of  internal  improvement  rest  their 
cause.  Clearing'  away  the  obstructions  from  the  harbor 
of  one  of  our  towns  on  the  aeacoast,  is  for  the  immediate 
benefit  of  the  town;  it  gives  security  to  the  trade,  and 
promotes  its  prosperity,  and  the  commerce  is  increased 
and  protectee!;  the  work  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  conmdered 
merely  a  local  matter.  No,  sir,  commerce  is  a  national 
object;  we  all  participate  in  its  benefits,  and  have  ftn 
interest  in  its  prosperity. 

It  is  well  known  that,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
with  a  mass  of  business  before  us,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  pass  a  bill  through  this  House  in  the  usual  mode.  I 
cannot  perceive  any  weight  in  the  objections  made  to  this 
proposition;  it  violates  no  rule  of  this  House.  What  prin- 
ciple of  legislation  does  it  outra^?  None,  sir.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  amendment  will -be  adopted. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  ^so  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  amendment;  after  which. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to-^yeas  79. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LETCHER,  an  apprc^riation  was 
inserted  of  $15,000  for  making  a  road  in  Arkansas. 

.  After  an  ineffectual  attempt  "by  Mr.  DODDRIDGE  to 
get  up  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  (it  being  near  4  o'clock,) 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  amendments,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


FaiAAr,  Fbbkuart  18. 

INLAND  PORTS  OF  ENTRY. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  CommiUee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  into  Pittsburg,  Wheeling,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  St.  Louis,  Nashville,  and  Natchez*  to  be  se- 
cured and  pai4  at  those  places;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
Mr.  C.  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  opposed  the  motion,  because  it  was  a 
subject  which  belonged  to  the  revenue^  |Lnd  ought  to  have 
been  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It,  more- 
over, was  a  novel  principle — one  involving  a  great  ex- 
penditure, in  the  number  of  custom-house  officers  whieh 
would  have  to  be  appointed;  and  if  the  principle  were 
adopted,  every  large  town  in  the  Union  ntuated  on  a  river 
would  be  entitled  to  the  same  privilege.  He  moved  the 
reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  and  Mr.  PETTIS  defended  the  bill 
against  the  objections  urged,  and  argued  to  show  its  ne- 
ccssitpr  to  tlie  convenience  of  the  large  and  thriving  com- 
mercial places  comprised  in  the  bill.  Before  the  qjuestlon 
was  taken,  the  hour  elapsed. 

APPROPRIATION  BCLLS. 


involved  in  it,  in  the  first  instance;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
if  we  should  unfortunately  become  entangled  in  the  com- 
plex web  of  European  politics,  to  be  prepared  with  the 
necessary  means  d  extricating  ourselves  firom  the  entan- 
gle mentr  Surely  so;  and  the  only  means  of  eoabbng  us 
to  do  so,  in  the  event  of  such  a  disastrous  occurrence, 
would  be  to  prepare  for  war  in  time  of  peace;  at  least  to 
far  _  as  to  provide  for  the  amuni:  of  thqse  fbrtificatkma 
upon  which  alone  the  nation  could  rely  for  the  aeca^ty  of 
its  seaboard.  The  defence  of  the  coast  of  the  ccmntty 
was,  it  would  be  admitted  by  all,  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  public  liberty;  and  how  could  the  eosot  be 
defended «  without  "idle  forUficatioos  being  put  in  an  effi- 
cient stated 

Mr.  D.  referred  next  to  the  expression  of  Mr.  Canning, 
in  the  British  Parliament,  as  to  the  probable  results  of  the 
next  war  in  Europe.  That  able- statesman,  that  eloquent 
orator,  that  accaompliahed  man,  said,  a  few  yeara  a^o,  that 
the  war  which  might  next  occur  would  probably  be  a  war 
of  opinion— «  war  of  liberal  principles  against  despotic 
.Governments— 4n  the  contest  of  which*  the  victors  would 
be,  in  the  end,  the  vanquished.  The  clouds  which  low- 
ered at  present  over  Europe  threatened  to  involve  all 
civilized  countries  in  the  storm  which  it  was  apparent  was 
gathering.  No  portion  of  it  could  be  exempt;  and  how, 
then,  could  the  United  States  keep  aloof  in  such  a  contest^ 
Great  Britun  owad  its  existence  to  its  naval  strength;  it 
had  dedared  that  its  power  depended  on  its  maritiroe 
supremacy;  and  how,  asked  Mr.  D.,  could  that  supremacy 
be  sustained,  ^ould  a  war  ensue,  but  by  the  renewed  ex- 
ercise on  her  part  of  the  system  of  impressment? 

AAer  some  further  remarks  on  this  subject,  as  con- 
nected with  the  rejection  of  a  foimer  treaty  by  President 
JeiFeraon^  on  account  of  its  not  contiuning  a  i^orisioii 
against  the  oMpressment  of  American  sesonen,  and  some 
observations  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  means  of 
national  defence  in  the  fortifications  on  the  seaboard*  Mr. 
D.  concluded.  ^ 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  trusted  thst,  if  a  war  should  unhappily 
occur  in  Euioperthis  countir  would  adopt  the  S]nstem 
which  was  called  in  Engluia  that  of  non-interferenoe. 
God  forbid,  said  he,  that  the  se^ed  policy  of  the  United 
States  .should  be  so  entirely  changed,  as  to  lesd  to  the 
entanglement  of  this  nation  with  the  politics  of  the  other 
hemisphere!  Let  us  finiili  the  fortifications  wluch  we 
liave  begun  to  construct,  litis  is  all  that  tlie  bill  provides, 
jio  more;  and,  let  me  ask,  of  what  use  are.  the  shells  df 
these  buildin|ri»  erected  at  a  great  expense  for  the  pur- 
poses of  national  defence,  unless  they  are  finished  and 
properly  armed  ^ 

^ir.  HOFFMAN  opposed  (he  amendment,  conceiving 
the  navy  perfectly  competent  for  the  purposes  of  defemt^ 
ing  the  coast.  The  power  and  strength  of  our  n^ry 
were,  it  would  be  borne  in  mind,  very  different  from  their 
condition  ten  or  fifteen  years  ag^;  and  besides,  he,  fi>r  his 
own  part,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  express  an  opinion, 
saw  no  prospect  that  we  should  be  engaged  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britain.  / 

Mr.  YANCEY,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  not  expected, 
after  the  vote  of  yesterday  rejecting  the  appropriation  of 


The  8evei*al  appropriation  bills,  which  yesterday  passed 
through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  taken  up,  and 
the  several  amendments  agreed  to  by  th<5  House. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  renewed  hxs  amendment,  proposed  yes- 
terday in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  fbr  the  appropriation 

of  two  hundr.ed  thousand  dollars,  instead  6f  one  hundred  ^ ^  _  „         „ 

thousand  dollars,  for  the  armaments  of  fortifications.    He  an  additional  hundred  thousand  dolUrsfor  fortifications  op 


supported  his  proposition  at  length,  referring,  in  the 
course  of  his  ar^raent,  to  tlie  defenceless  condition  of 
many  of  the  fortifications  on  the  seacoast  •  Should  the 
vast  continent  of  Europe,  he  remarked,  be  involved  in 
the  flame  of  war  which  at  present  there  were  too  many 
reasons  for  npprefiending,  the  United  States  might,  and 
in  all  probability  would,  be  drawn  into  tlie  vortex.    Should 


at  present  prevailed  amongst  the  great  Powers  of  the  old 
world,  who  would  say  that  it  was  not  daily  expected?) 
would  not  the  consequences  be  of  so  tremendous  a  nature, 
as  to  require  the  utmost  caution  on  our  pait  to  avoid  |>eing 


the  seaboard,  that  there  would  have  been  a  propo»tion 
to^l^y  to  reinstate  the  item  in  the  bill,  and  he  regretted 
that  it  was  made.  I,  said  he,  am  a  plain  firmer,  and  re- 
prissent  constituents,  a  niajority  of  whom  are  fiirmers,  and, 
of  course,  make  .their  living  hi  that  highly  laudable  mode, 
by  the  sweat  of  their  btow;  and  when  1  address  them,  and 
am  amongst  them,  I  advocate  frugality  and  economy  in 


a  contest  ensue,  (and,  considering  the  combustion  which  the  public  expenditure,  in  order  that  labor  may  be  light^ 


burdeUed.  Although  I  have  to  encounter  eloquent  law« 
yers  here,  sir,  yet  I  do  and  will  fearlessly  advocate  the 
same  principles,  and  make  every  practicable  exertion  that 
the  bread  which  labor  has  earned  ihall  not  be  taken  from 
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iti  month  to  lappfiit  exorbitant  and  eztravai^nt  appropri- 
ations.   Sir,  the  poor  laboring^  men,  who  are,  in  fact,  the 
Terv  main  piUart  of  society,  ought  not  to  be  burdened 
witli  these  exorbitant  appropriatioRS$  and  little  do  they 
think,  when  Aey  are  bedewing  the  earth  with  the  sweat 
t»f  ttxeir  brow,  and  when  night  comes,  and  they  go  to  bed, 
tfa^  are  so  fatigued  with  their  daily  labor  to  support  their 
fiuxulies  that  they  frequency  cannot  sleep-— I  say,  sir, 
little  do  diey  think,  that  suck  profuse  and  lavish  appro- 
priations of  money  are  made,  as  frequently  are;  and  I 
i^ould  conader  myself  unworthy  of  their  confidence,  if  1 
did  not  boldly  and  feaiicMly  exert  my  best  teulties  here 
to  keep  off  the  oppressive  hand  of  taxation  from  thera  and 
their  fiunilies.   They  are  that.to  society  that  a  main  spring 
is  to  a  run  lock;  and  I  am  resoh^d  to  let  them  see  that  I 
am  not  lesa  their  advocate  here  than  at  home.     Sir,  I  wrill 
look  to  the  influence,  the  salutaiy  maadott,  policy,  and 
advice  of  the  illustrious  Jefferson,  who  was  in  favor  of  the 
sacred  preservation  of  the  pubUc  fiiith,  and  the  honest 
performance  of  our  duties,  of  frugality  and  economy  in 
our  public  expenditure.     Sir,  I  most  cordially  unite  with 
that  gzest  and  patriotic  sage,  and  hope  that  we  shall  be 
frogal  and  economical  in  our  public  expenditures,  and  not 
imitate  the  magnificent  pomp,  splendor,  and  profusion  of 
Eastern  monarchs  and  potentates^  but  that  we  shall  seal- 
ously  and  ardently  endeavor  to  realize  our  professions,  and 
bring  the  ship  of  State  back  to  its  republican  and  Jefferso- 
nian  principles^  that  we  shall  thoroughly  cleanse  the  Au- 
gean stable,  and  get  back  to  the  good  old  whig  principles  of 
T6,  and  the  promotion  of  the  equal  interest  and  inalien- 
able rights  ol  man.   And,  sir,  I  regret  to  see  some  of  those 
gentlemen,  who  are  such  strong  advocates  of  this  appro- 
priation, opposing  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tbounnd  dollars  for  clearings  out  obMructions  and 
otherwise  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  rivers— -those  two  great  streams  wluoh  traverse  such 
a  vast  extent  of  country  in  the  great  vaUey  of  the  Misffls- 
sippi,  and  on  which  the  surplus  produce  of  one  of  the 
l^reate^t  eountries  on  earth  is  wafted  to  New  Orleans,  the 
grand  emporium  of  the  West.  -^ 

Sir,  I  most  cheerfully  unite  with  this  honorable  and 
patriotic  gentleman  of  South  Carolina,  in  evety  proper 
defeRoe  «f  the  countiy,  and  wouki  meet  at  the  beach  the 
enemy  that  ahould  dare  to  pollute  our  republican  soil  with 
ids  tyrannical  and  unhallowed  feet..  I  would  dispute 
every  inch  of  ground,  bum  every  blade  of  grass,  and  ex- 
pire m  the  last  ditcb»  before  I  would  see  the  foot  of  an 
invader  trampling  in  triumf^  upon  my  native  land..    Yes, 
if  he  did  enter  my  country  as  a  foe,  I  hope  it  li^  not  a  use- 
less vaunt  to  say  that  it  should  be  over  my  lifeless  corpse. 
JLet  us,  I  say,  teach  our  sons-^let  us  lirge  \^on  our  friends 
sind  fellow-citizens,  the  brave  bo)'s  of  the  mountains,  and 
of  eveiy  other  section  of  our  beloved  eountvy,  to  exert 
their  patriotism,  and  bravely  defend  the  land  in  which 
they  live.    In  that  case — I  mean  in  the  event  of  our  being 
attacked — ^we  can,  I  doilbt  not,  successfaUy  resist  the 
combined  attacks  of  a  world  of  despots.   If  we  are  frugal, 
virtuous,  and  united  as  with  the  bonds  of  indissoluble 
uziion,  as  I  trust  we  are,  and  ever  shall  be,  utd  put  our 
faith  in  the  great  omnipotent  God  pf  battles,  we  may  ex- 
pect to  be  free  and  happy,  and.  to  transmit  to  our  UUest 
posterity,  pure  and  uncontaminated,^  the  equal'and  inhe- 
rent rights  of  freemen,  with  which  we  arc  so  eminently 
blessed.     And  if  we  do,  sir,  act  and  unite  on  these  prin- 
ciples of  virtue,  economy,  and  frugality,  and  trust  in  the 
^eat  sovereign  Arbiter  of  tho  universe,  we  shall  stand  as 
a  pillar  qf  fire  amidst  a  world  of  benighted  despotism, 
li^ht'mg  the  path  of  unborn  nulliooa  to  the  temple  of 
liberty. 

Mr.  WILDE  argued  that,  however  the  eountiy  might 
be  indiffereut  to  Uie  contests  of  Europe^  however  iiuiis^ 
posed  the  Government  might  be  to  engage  in  those  con- 
teats,.  yet»  from  the  very  nature  of  thngs^  it  wai  irop<Msi* 


ble  to  avokl  an  involvement  in  them.  He  said,  after  some 
further  remarks,  that  he  waa  therefbre  in  ^vor  of  the 
proptMition,  conceiving  it  to  be  absolutelv  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  seaeoast,  and'  the  security  of  our  mili- 
tary and  naval  forces. 

The  amendment  was  loat  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  69, 
n»ys  90. 

INDIAN  MBDALS. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  moved  to  insert  an  appropriation  of 
$3,CX)0  for  the  purchase  of  medals,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  Indian  chiefs. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  the  object  was  a  proper  one,  as  it  was 
well  known  that  such  presents  to  the  Indians  were  very 
useful,  and  h^  been  always  customary.  He  could  not 
forbear,  however,  reminding  those  gentlemen  who  now 
saw  the  expediency  of  the  meiisure  so  clearly,  that  an  ex- 
penditure under  the  latei  administration  of  one-third  of 
the  sum  now  proposed,  filled  about  a  page  of.  the  &mous 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment,  in  setting  forth 
its  enormity. 

The  appropriation  was  agreed  tO{  yeas  85,  nays  not 
counted. 

INTERNAL.  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  improvinr  the  navi* 
gation  of  rivers,  removing  obstructions  from  the  mouths 
of  rivers  and  htfbors,  &c.  next  coming  up, 

Mr.  LEA  wbhed  to  know  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
this  measure.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  meant  by 
this  sort  of  external  inltemal  improvement.  He  wished 
to  knew  how  high  up  a  river  it  was  considered  constitu* 
tional  to  go  without  coming  in  conflict  with  the  objection- 
able principle,  and  how  far  the  House  could  carry  a  dis- 
tinction which  he  himself  could  not  see  or  approve.  He 
coukl  see  no  difierence  between  appropriations  for  har- 
bors and  the  mouths  of  rivefv,  and  appropriations  for  the 
improvement  of  the  interior  of  the  country.  He  there- 
fore asked  lor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  engrossment  of 
this  bin. 

l^lr.  CARSON  said  he  felt  tliat  on  the  subject  of  inter, 
nal  iiBprorement  it  was  perfectly  useless  to  'say  a  word. 
l*he  bill  proposed  various  objects  of  e3»>enditvrc  for  har- 
bors, &c.  WhUt  evidence  was  there  of  their  necessity*^ 
not  to  speak  of  their  constitutionahtj',  that  he  would  hot 
mention;  it  is  seoffed  at;  we  have  no  constitution — ^it  is 
dead  and  gone.  But  he  knew  of  no  evidence  that  the 
improvements- were  needed,  admitting  their  legality.  He 
went  throught  all  the  items,  to  show  that  manv  of  them 
were  unworthy  of  legidation,  and  some  of  them  con- 
temptible.' He  protested  against  ttem,  and  said  that  the 
items  for  his  own  State  shotud  not  seduce  him  to  vote  for 
tbe  billf  Nothing,  however,  which  he  could  say,  he  was 
aware,  would  have  any  influence  on  the  House;  he  there- 
fore called  on  his  ftSend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Yaitcby,] 
to  make  a  speech  against  it. 

Messrs,  IRVIN  and'  WHITTLESEY  defended  the  ap- 
propriation  in  reference  to  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie, 
showing  their  importance^to  the  commerce  of  the  West, 
tlie  great  esLtent  of  the  commerce  of  the  lake;  the  defi- 
ciency of  natural  harbors  on  it,  and  the  necessity  of  form- 
ing them,  &c. 

&lr.  SILL,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  the  principal  objec- 
tions he  had  heard  against  the  passage  of  thb  bill,  appeared 
to  be  directed  against  the  appropriations  for*  improving 
the  navigation  and  opening  the  harbors  on  the  lakes.  I, 
said  Mr.  S.,  have  hid  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
improvements  already  made  in  that  navigation,  by  means 
of  former  appropriations,  and  cae  truly  state,  not  only  as 
my  own  ophuon,  but  that  of  others,  who  have  examined 
them,  that  no  part «f  the  public  money  has  beeh  more  ju- 
diciously and  beneficially  expended. 

These  appropriations  are  objected  to  because,  as  it  is 
said,  th6  ohjectatc^  wluch  they  are  to  be  applied  are  not 
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of  a  national  character,  and,  therefore,  that  the  National 
Government  cannot,  with  propriety,  appropriate  money 
for  their  ipftprovement.  &k>rae  particular  object  of  im- 
provement is  selected  and  adverted  to,  for  instance,  tlic 
removal  of  a  sand  bar  from  the  mouth  of  a  certain  creek 
or  river,  which  falls  into  Lake  Erie,  with  a  view  to  the 
iroprq^eroeiTt  or  construction  of  a  harbor  upon  the  shore 
of  that  lake;  and  it  is  said  that  such  improvement  cannot 


be  of  fireneral  or  national  importance,  because  sucli  stream  the-  navigation  of  these  watera  for  the  ttansportatioD  of 


or  river  is,  of  itself,  so  obscure  and  unimportimt,  tliat 
even  its  name  has  scarcely  before  been  heard  of.  Gentle- 
men seem  to  consider  that,  the  character  of  an  improve- 
ment of  ttrift  kind  depends  on  that  of  the  particular  spot 
where  it  is  contemplated  to  be  made,  without  taking  into 
view  the  importance  of  the  general  object  which  each 
particular  improvement  is  calculate^  to  advance. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  view  of  the  subject  is  not  a 
correct  one^  In  estimating  the  character  and  importance 
of  any  work  of  pubMc  improvement,  we  should  consider 
the  general  design  and  object  intended  to  be  effected,  and 
not  confine  our  views  to  the  particular  objeets  of  an  ap- 
propriation, wtaeh  infrequently  only  the  means  of  effect- 
mg  some  great  nations]  improvement,  or  a  part  of  some 
plan  of  general  and  public  utikty.  The  removal  of  a 
sand  bar  at  the  moutii  of  a  river,  or  the  shore  of  Z^ke 
Brie>  considered  solely  with  reference  to  tlie  imp<H'tance 
of  the  particular  place  where  such  improvement  i»to  be 
effected,  may  appear  to  be  i^  local  and  unimpo^nt  ob- 
ject; but  when  it  is  considered  as  a  means  of  opening  or 
forming  a  harbor,  whose  benefits  are  extended  to  the 
thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens  whose  lives  and  proper- 
ty are  exposed  on  those  waters,  its  general  and  national 
character  at  once  become  apparent* 

No  one  doubts  that  the  Atlantic  seaboard  is  an-object  of 
geoersl  and  national  importanccr  The  propriety  of  af- 
fording all  reasonable  &cilities  to  its  coOHnerce  and  navi- 
gation, by  the  improvement  of  harbors,  the  removal  of 
sand  bars,  and  the  erection  of  beaconsr  buoys,  and  light- 
houses, I  believe,  is  not  disputed.  Now,  I  would  ask, 
why  is  an  improvement  of  thiskin^  whcnraade  along  the 
seaboard,  considered  to  be  of  national  character  and  im- 
p<Nr1an€e  ?  It  is  not  on  account  of  the  load  importance  of 
the  particular  point  where  such  an  improvement  may  be 
made,  but  because  it  is  eonnected  with,  and  constitutes  a 
part  of,  that  g^*eat  national  object,  the  ftusility  and  securi- 
ty of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Atlantic  coast. 
It  is  true  that  both  those  objects,,  that  is,  those  of  general 
utility  and  lopal  importance,  may  happen  to  be  eombined 
in  the  same  rulcr  An  imprdvement  Jii  the  harbor  of  a 
great  commercial  city,  for  instance,  thai  of  New  York, 
would  present  a  case  of  this  kind.  vBut  suppose  an  ex- 
tent of  barren  and  desert  eoast^  without  inhabitants,  and 
destitute  of  any  objects  to  4ittract  attention*  except  llie 
dangers  and  shipwrecks  which  awaited  those  who  sailed 
along  or  approached  its  shores^  might  no%  the  national  iri-^ 
terests  require  some  improvements  to  be  made,  even  in 
such  a  apot  as  this?  And  if  theronojsal  of  a  sand  bar 
would  afibrd  an  improvement  material^  promoting  the' 
security  of  our  commerce,  would  it  not  be  proper  for 
this  Government  to  effect  it?  .  Such  an  object  would  be 
strictly  national;  not  by  reason  of  any  hnportance  in  it- 
self, but  by  its  connexion  with  that  great  national  object, 
t})e  securiW  and  facility  of  navigation  and  commerce,  it 
partakes  of  that  character,  and  becomes  itsdf  an  object 
of  national  concern.  ~         .  • 

The  same  principles  apply  to  the  improvctnents  on  oiir 
rreat  Northwestern  lakes.  No  oue»  I  presume,  will  pro> 
less  to  doubt  that  the  Commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
great  chain  of  lakes,  extending  along  our  Northwestern 
borders,  and  forming  a  connected  navigation  of  more  than 
one  thousand  miles,  is,  of  itself,  an  object  of  great  na- 
tional importance.  They  may  be  called,  with  much  pro- 
priety, .the  Mediterranean  of  AmchcA.     Those  inland 


seas  afford  a  great  higliway  for  the  eommerce  and  nafigi^ 
tion  of  a  very  important  portion,  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States^  The  citizens  of  the  northwestern  parts  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania^  probably  one-half  of  the 
State  of  Ohioy  the  whole  territory  of  Michigan,  the  noKh. 
ern  parts  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  to  say  nothing  of  the  al* 
most  illimitable  regions  bordering  on  the  upper  hikes,  and 
extending  fiir  towards  the  Mississippi,  are  dependent  oft 


their  produce  to  a  market,  the  importation  of  all  their 
supplies  of  forei^  merchandise,  and,  in  short,  for  all 
their  commercial  intercourse  and  transactions.  Nor  ara 
the  benefits  of  (his  inlknd  navigation  -confined  to  tiuse 
who  inhabit  te  interior  of  ear  country.  The  intercoune 
thus  opened  is  equally  beneficiid  to  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  Atlantic  States 

The  commerce  of  JLake  Erie  is  rapidly  mcKabngi  and 
already  of  great  inportanee  and  amount.  Frefioui  to 
the  kte  war^  its  eommerce  was  of  small  amount  P^oh^ 
bly  eight  or  ten  srantl  vestels  were  sufficient  for  all  the 
transportation  that  wa»  then  required.  During  the  war, 
that  commerce  was  entirely  broken  up  and  destroyed 
Some  of  the  veaaels  were  captured  by  the  enemy,  there- 
nuunder  were  purchased  by  our  Government,  and  fitted 
for  the  purposes  of  naval  warfare.  But  with  the  return 
of  peaces  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  that  countiy 
rapidly  advanoed,.  and  with  it  the  trade  and  oonimerce  of 
the  lakesi  The  eompletton  of  the  New  York  canal  coff* 
stituted  a  new  esa  in  the  trade  of  that  country.  It  nre 
to  those  li^es  the  character  and^advanUges  of  aninUiid 
sea,  with  a  navigable  outlet  to  the  main  ocean,  and  afford- 
ed the  means  of  tmnsportation  to  the  seaboard,  for  the 
agricuHurai  products  of  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  bor- 
dering on  and  communicating  with  their  waters.  There 
are  now  nine  steamboata,  and  seventy  or  eighty  vessels, 
which  duoing  seven  or  eight  months  of  the  year  are  em- 
ployed in  an  active  eomm)eree  on  Lake  Erie.  The  aumbcf 
of  entries  at  the  custom-house-  iX  Buffalo,  up  to  the  SOth 
of  September  of  the  past  seasonrwas  six  hundred  aod 
thirty-seven.  Should  we  add  to  t^iis  Ae  probable  nunr 
hep  of  entries  during^  the  remainder  of  the  seaaon,  the 
aggregate  minniber  for  the  whole  season  would  probaMjr 
exceed  eight  hundred*  The  number  of  arrivals  Mdd^ 
partures  at  and  from  the  port  of  Presque  Isle,  dimD|f  the 
same  period,  was  three  hundred  and  nxty-sixf  the  pro- 
bable number  during  the  remainder  of  the  lessen  vodd 
probably  increase  the  total  amount  to  upwards  of  £▼« 
hundred.  The  quantity  oC  merchandise  transported  to 
Buffalo  on  the  New  York  canal,  np  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember of  the  past  year,  and  shipped  on  the  lake  from  that 
poit,  amounted  to  fifteen  thousand  tons.  The  two  r^ 
maining  nlbnths  of  mivigartion  are  the  most  busy  season  of 
trade;  and,  should  we  tndiide  the  probable  quantity  ship- 
ped during  that  period,  it  is  believed  that  the  total  anxwiil 
would  not  be  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  tona. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind' that  the  whole  of  this  nst 
amodht  consists  of  merchandise  the  produce  and  manun^ 
tore  of  our  own  and  foreign  countries,  for  the  supply  of 
the  northwestern  sections  of  the  United  States.  A  girtt 
proportion  of  the  countrr  between  the  lakes  and  the 
Ohio,  including  sections  of  five  States,  and  the  whole  of 
the  T^rritosy  of  Midaigan,  receive  their  supplies  by  ths 
route.  > 

In  the  last  Annual  message  of  the  Presdent,  the  pro- 
priety of  makii^appK^niations  for  inereasing[  the  facilitv, 
and  4>romotin^  the  security,  of  commerce,  if  admittcd- 
Our  revenue,  it  is  stated^  4u-i8e8  principally  from  ^IJ^ 
lection  of  duties  imposed  on  foreign  merchandise,  fbe^ 
duties  increase  the  price  of  the  article,  and  arc  ultin»teJy 
drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  consumer.  Appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  our  commercial  intercourse  "^^ 
|iaid  out  of  the  same  fund.  These  improvemcnta,  by  ttc^ 
litating^  the  means  of4ransportatioi|«  cheapen  its  pricci «» 
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thus  dfect  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  article.  The 
burden  uid  the  benefit  of  these  opemtions  mre*  therefore, 
reciprocal ;  and  it  is  but  reasonable  that  a  part  of  the  money 
thus  received  should  be;  expended  for  the  benefit  of  those 
from  whom  it  is  collected. 

Do  not  the  same  ar^ments  ffV^J  with  equal  fi»rce  to 
the  interior,  as  well  as  to  the  rareigi)  commerce  of  our 
country  ?  'I*he  duties  imposed  on  foreign  merchandise  are 
paid  by  the  consumer,  who  rendes  in  the  most  interior 
and  remote  part  of  the  countr}*,  as  well  as  by  the  inhabit- 
ant of  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  Has  he  not  a  right  to  ex- 
pect that  some  part  of  that  money  will  be  expended  for 
his  benefit,  as  well  as  for  the  accommodation  or  those  who 
inhabit  the  seacoastf 

I  have  not  ascertained  the  exact  amount  of  the  export 
trade  of  Lake  Brie  during  the  past  year.  I  .have  seen  a 
partial  statement  of  its  amount,  which  proves  it  to  be  of 
great  extent;  and  should  it  be  estimated  at  fifteen  thousand 
tons,  which  is  probably  below  ^e  actual  amount,  it  would 
swell  the  aggregate  annual  amount  of  that  trade  to  forty 
thousand  tons. 

I  might  add  that  this  amount  has  greatly  increased  du- 
ring the  past  year,  in  consequence  of  the  partial  comple- 
tion of  the  Ohio  canal.  And  when  that  great  work, 
opening  an  avenue  through  the  whole  of  that  great  State, 
and  forming  a  communication  between  the  lakes  and  the 
Ohio,  shall  be  completed;  when  the  vast  and  fertile  re- 
gions on  tlie  shores  of  these  lakes  shall  be  converted  from 
a  wilderness  into  fruitful  fields,  who  can  estimate  the  vast 
amount  of  produce  which  shall  be  floated  towards  a  mar- 
ket on  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie^ 

Is  not  this  an  object  of  national  importance?  Is  not  the 
protection  and  security  of  the  commerce  of  those  great 
inland  seas  deserving  of  the  attention  and  care  of  the  Na- 
tional Government  ?  Is  not  its  prosperity  important  to  the 
strength,  the  security,  and  resources  of  the  nation?  If, 
then,  this  general  object  is  one  of  national  importance, 
every  particular  improvement  made  fbr  tliis  general  ob- 
ject participates  of  the  same  character,  and  itself  becomes 
national;  provided  that  such  improvement  is  necessary, 
aTid  judiciously  selected  for  the  promotion  of  the  general 
design. 

I  will  add  a  word  respecting  the  partictilar  character  of 
the  improvements  contemplated  in  this  bill.    They  are 
8ueh  as,  by  a  comparatively  small  expenditure,  to  pro- 
duce a  gp*eat  amount  of  public  benefit.     Although,  pre- 
vious to  the  commencement  of  the  improvements  made 
by  this  Government,  there  was  not  a  port  or  haven  for 
the  distance  of  near  three  hundred  miles  on  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  which  a  vessel  could  enter  in  a  time 
of  danger,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  incur  the  expense 
of  the  entire  construction  of  harbors.     There  were  seve- 
ral natural  harbors  formed  by  bays  and  the  mouths  of 
rivers;  but,  in  almost  every  instance,  their  entrance  was  so 
obstructed  by  sand  bars  as  to  destroy  their  utility.     All 
that  was  required  for  the  completion  of  safe  and  commo- 
dious harbors,  was  the  removal  of  the  sand  bars  by  which 
their  entrance  was  obstructed.     The  first  appropriation 
for  these  objects  was  made  in  the  year  1834.     The  plan 
of  improvement  then  proposed  was  considered  as  an  ex- 
perinient,  the  success  of  which  might  be  doubtfiil.     But 
it  has  been  attended  with  entire  sucdess;  and  the  same 
plan,   under  the  direction  of  the  same  skilful  and  expe- 
rienced engineer,  has  been  successfully  adopted  in  all  the 
improvements  which  have  been  commenced   in   those 
waters. 

'I*he  necessity  and  importance  of  these  improvements 
mny  readily  be  conceived  by  those  who  were  acqiuinted 
with  the  navigation  of  those  waters  before  they  were  com- 
menced. The  situation  of  vessels  then  navigating  the 
lake  was  peculiarly  dangerous.  Sailing  on  a  narrow  sea, 
su!>ject  to  storms  as  violent  and  sudden  as  those  which  arc 
experienced  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  without  a  figlit  to  di- 
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rect  their  course,  or  a  harbor  to  afford  protection,  they 
were  exposed  to  be  driven  from  one  extremity  of  the  lake  • 
to  the  other,  or  to  be  slupwrecked  on  the  coast.  Tlio 
consequence  was  a  freauent  loss  and  destruction,  not  only 
of  the  property,  but  or  the  lives  of  those  who  were  em- 
ployed in  that  navigation.  The  improvements  already 
effected  have  been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  re- 
sults. I  have  often  heard  the  opinion  expressed  by  those 
who  are  most  capable  of  forming  an  opinion,  that,  with- 
out taking  into  view  the  present  advantages  of  those  im- 
provements, an  annual  saving  ofproperty  has  been  effected 
to  an  amount  larger  than  that  or  the  a[ipropriations  which 
have  been  expended.  One  fact  of  itself  is  suflident  to 
show  their  importance.  It  is  stated  that,  in  oonsecjuence 
of  those  iSsprovements,  a  reduction  in  the  premmm  of 
insurance  on  that  commerce^  to  the  amount  of  fifty  per 
cent.,  has  been  eifected. 

The  remarks  I  have  made  tend  to  show  the  importance 
of  those  improvements,  with  respect  to  the  commerce  of 
^at  countrjf.  Much  might  be  said  to  show  that  they  are 
of  great  national  importance  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try in  time  of  war.  I  shall,  however,  content  myself 
with  mentioning  one  iaet,  which  presents  this  considera- 
tion to  the  House  more  Ibniibly  than  any  language  of  mine 
could  do* 

The  victory  of  Commodore  Perry,  on  Lake  Erie,  is  h^ 
miliar  to  us  all;  but  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which 
attended  its  achievement,  may  not  be  equally  so.  The 
squadron  commanded  by  that  gallant  officer  was  construct- 
ed in  the  harbor  of  Erie.  The  waters  of  that  harbor  are 
of  sufficient  depth  for  vessels  of  any  burden,  but  its  en- 
trance was  obstructed  by  a  sand  bar,  which  could  not  be 
passed  by  the  vessels  composing  that  squadron,  without 
removing  all  their  guns  and  munitions  of  war,  and  even 
then  not  without  much  difficulty  and  delay.  Buring  this 
time,  the  Bfitish  fleet  had  the  undisputed  possession  of 
Lake  Erie,  and  the  entire  command  of  the  entrance  of 
that  harbor.  They  were  cruising  along  the  coast,  were 
watching  the  progress  of  our  fleet,  almost  daily  made  their 
appearance  on  the  bar,  and  occasionally  threw  their  shot 
into  the  harbor.  Under  these  cireamstances,  the  danger 
of  the  American  fleet  in  crosnng  the  bar  was  a  subject 
of  mudi  anxiety  and  apprehension.  Every  venel  would 
necessarilv  be  en>oaed,  in  a  dismantled  and  defenceless 
state,  to  tbe  fire  or  the  whole  British  squadron,  and  no  one 
could  foresee  how  its  destructive  eff'ects  could  either  be 
guarded  against  or  resisted.  But,  as  it  would  appear,  al- 
most by  a  Providential  interposition,  the  very  day  that  Com- 
modore Perry  commenced  his  operations  for  passing  the 
bar,  the  British  squadron  left  that  coast  and  tailed  to  the 
Canadian  shore,  and,  by  unfavorable  winds,  and  perhaps 
other  causes,  were  prevented  from  returning  for  a  period 
of  seven  or  eight  days.  By  the  most  unremitted  exertions, 
continued  night  and  day  during  this  interval,  the  greater 
part  of  the  American  squadron  were  removed  over  the 
bar,  tiie  guns  were  remounted,  and  the  ships,  although 
not  completely  fitted  for  sea,  were  moored  along  the 
shore,  and  prepared  for  action.  When  the  British  squad- 
ron returned,  and  saw  the  change  in  the  position  of  our 
forces,  they  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  offer  battle,  but 
sailed  to  Maiden  for  a  reinforcement.  As  soon  as  Com- 
modore Perry  could  prepare  his  squadron  for  a  cruise,  he 
sidled  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  They  were  now  met,  and 
I  need  not  mention  the  result.  It  forms  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  pages  in  the  history  of  our  coimtry. 

These  facts  require  no  comment.  They  clearly  show, 
that,  for  want  of  a  single  improvement  of  the  kind  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  the  whole  American  squadron  waa 
exposed  to  imminent  danger  of  destruction,  which  might 
have  turned  the  whole  course  of  the  Northwestern  cam- 
paign, caused  an  expenditure  of  additional  millions,  and 
been  Attended  with  consequences  disastrous  beyond  the 
power  of  calculation. 
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Mr.  McDUFPlR  beared  the  fnends  of  the  bill  not  to 
coMaine  the  time  of  the  Hcxiie  in  making  specchei  ac^nst 
an  oppoation  ao  untenable  that  it  could  not  certain]^  gain 
tUrtj  votea.  The  bill  embraced  no  new  objectai  it  em- 
bmced  aoch  only  aa  former  appropriations  authoriaed,  or 
atandiiig  laws  required  t  and  eveiy  item  had  been  eza- 
mined  and  approved  bj  a  committee.  He  hoped,  there^ 
lore,  that  the  debate  would  be  left  entirely  to  the  enemies 
•f  the  bill. 

Mr.  CARSON  repfiedf  and  roterated  his  objections  to 
ihe  bill,  on  the  score  of  expediency  and  principle. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  SMd  that  moat  of  the  itcma  were  pro- 
per,  but  there  were  some  which  he  deemed  unconstitu- 
tional.   He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  And  carried  by  the  following  rote: 

YEAS« — ^Measrs.  Anderson,  Armstrong,  Bailey,  Barber, 
Barringer,  Bates,  Baylor,  Bockee,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Brown,  Budianan,  Burges,  Gaboon,  Cambrdeng,  Chan- 
dler, Chilton,  Chakf  Condict,  Cooper,  Cowlea,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Crockett,  Cretghton,  John  Da^  Deberrv, 
Benny,  Doddridge,  Dorsey,  Duncan,  Eager,  Ellsworth, 
George  Erans^  Joshua  Evana,  Edward  Everett,  Horace 
Everett,  Fmdlay,  Fmch,  Ford,  Forward,  GHmore,  Hal- 
sey,  Harvey,  Hawkins^  Hemphill,  Hinds,  Holhnd,  How- 
ard, Hughes,  Hunt,  Huntington,  thrie,  Thomas  Irwin, 
William  W.  Irvin,  Jarvis,  Johns,  R.  M.  Johnaon,  Kendall^ 
Kincaid,  Perkins  King*  Leavitt,  Leeompte,  Leiper,  Lent, 
Letcher,  Marr,  Martindale,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  Meroer, 
Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Pearce,  Pettis, 
Pieraon,  Reed,  Renchei^  Ruasel,  Banford,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields^  Semmea,  Sill, 
Smith,  Speight,  A.  Spencer,  R.  Spencer,  Stericere, 
Henry  R.  Storra,  Wm«  L.  Slorra,  Strong,  Sutherland, 
Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  J(rfm  lliomsoii,  Trac^, 
Vance,  Yamum,  Verplanck,  Vmton,  Washington,  Whit- 
tlesey, Edward  D.  White,  WickliflTe,  Wilson,  Yancey, 
Toong. — 113. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Aleiahder,  Allen,  Alston,  Angel, 
BamweR,  James  Blair,  John  BUir,  Bouldln,  Campbell, 
Carson,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Crocheron,  Davenport,  W.  R. 
Davis,  Deaha,  Dravton,  Earn,  Foster,  Gaither,  Gordon, 
Hall,  Haynes,  Hoffman,  Jennings,  Cave  Johnson,  Lamar, 
Lea,  Lewia,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  McCoy,  NuckoUs, 
Fatten,  Folk,  Potter,  Roane,  Standefer,  Trezvant,  Tuck- 
er, Wayne^  Campbell  P.  Wliite,  Wikle,  Williama.-:-45. 


SaTVBBAT,  FaSBVABT  19. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  ei^p*oaBed  bill  making  additional  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors,  and  removing 
obctructions  at  the  mouths  pf  certain  rivers^  being  read  the 
third  time, 

Mr.  CARSON,  of  North  Carofina,  rose,  and  said  the 
fibertiea  of  my  country  are  by  this  bill  put  up  ft>r  sale.  1 
for  one  will  not  be  bribed  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  he  was  verv  sorry  to  hear  such 
language  from  his  colleague.  The  liberties  of  the  coun- 
ter put  up  to  sale!  How  put  up  to  sale,  aaked  Mr.  B.  ? 
It  is  an  imputation  on  the  Houae->-not  only  on  this  House, 
hut  on  every  Congress  from  the  foundation  of  the  Go- 
vernment end  every  Executive  from  the  commencement 
to  the  present*  This  bill,  Mr.  B.  said,  presented  no 
oueation  of  internal  improvement,  aa  that  question  is  un- 
derstood by  Southern  gentlemen  generally. 

He  had  voted  on  these  appropriations  heretofore;  they 
were  for  objects  annually  provided  for  by  Congress,  and 
this  was  the  first  time  tlwt  he  had  found  out  tliat  they  put 
up  to  sale  the  libertiea  of  his  country.  This  was  a  strange 
declaration — that  in  a  bill  of  the  most  usual  u^  customary 
character—to  promote  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the 


country— which  had  been  regularly  provided  for  trery 
year,  without  any  body  dieammg  that  it  was  a  violation  of 
the  conatitution— to  hear  it  pfockulned  now  thst  it  was 
selling  the  liberties  of  the  oonntry !  If  that  is  the  cue, 
where,  he  asked,  was  the  vigilance  of  his  colleague  on 
former  occasions,  when  similar  appropriations  had  receir. 
ed  his  vote^  The  principle,  Mr.  B.  said,  had  never  been 
denied,  tliat  where  the  commerce  of  the  country  could  be 
facilitated  or  increased,  and  the  revenue  derired  there* 
from  was  received  exclusively  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, that  it  was  within  the  province  of  the  Gorernmcnt 
to  nikc  the  improvement!  and  this  was  strictly  and  pecv 
liarly  the  c&se  with  harbors^  and  the  mouths  of  nven, 
where  obstructions  impeded  or  endangered  the  navigt' 
tion.  This  was  a  apeoaea  of  improvement  which  it  had 
never  been  contended  devolved  on  the  States  thcmselvu} 
they  had  been  executed  by  the  General  Govemnent  fron 
the  beginning  of  the  Govemment;  at  least  such  had  been 
the  action  of  Congress  ever  since  he  had  been  here,  and 
the  action,  he  bekeved,  of  tiioae  who  had  gone  before  us. 
It  was  for  his  colleague  to  exercise  his  own  judgement  for 
himself  on  this  subject  and  all  othera«  but,  in  mercf,  Mr. 
B.  said,  he  hoped  hia  colleague  woidd  permit  him  to  ex- 
ercise the  same  right,  without  the  imputation  of  selling  tlw 
libertiea  of  hia  country. 

The  SPEAKER  checked  Mr.  B.  He  did  not  uode^ 
stand  Mr.  C.  as  imputing  such  a  design  to  membeis>  bet 
only  aa  speaking  of  the  efTcct  of  the  btU. 

Mr.  CARSON  hoped  the  Speaker  would  permit  bb 
colleague  to  proceeci,  and  cast  every  thing  on  mm  that  be 
desired.    He  knew  his  motive. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  resumed.  He  wished  only  to  vindi- 
cate himself,  not  to  cast  any  thinf^  on  his  colleague.  North 
Carolina  had  petitioned  for  the  improvement  of  Roanoke 
inlet.  This  object  was  in  no  way  different  from  the  ob- 
jects in  this  bill.  Nortii  Carolina  had  petitioned  Con- 
gress for  the  improvement  of  Ocraeock  and  the  Cape 
Pear,  and  all  her  delegation  had  supported  the  appfica- 
tion.  It  had  b^en  frequently  before  the  House,  and  none 
of  them  had  discovered  Uiat  it  was  unconstitutional;  and 
now,  because  these  objects  are  embraced  in  this  bill,  tre 
we  w1k>  vote  for  it  to  be  charged  witii  being  bought  up* 
He  had  voted  for  such  a  bill  every  year  when  these  o^ 
jecta  were  not  included,  and  he  sfakoiud  have  voted  for  it 
now,  if  thejr  had  been  excluded.  Was  he  to  vote  apiiotf 
what  was  right,  because  he  could  not  obtain  what  he  con- 
ceived just,  or  vote  against  the  bill,  because  the  objects 
which  his  own  SUte  bad  at  heart  were  included,  Jeit  ^ 
might  be  charged  with  being  bought  up?  He  protested 
agunst  such  imputationa. 

Mr.  CARSON  said  that  he  waa  veiy  glad  that  his  col- 
league had  let  off  aome  matter  which  he  had  been  pree- 
nant  with  for  some— [The  SPEAKER  here  interposed, 
and  said  that  the  gentleman's  colleague  had  disclaimed  asf 
reflection  upon  the  gentleman's  motives.]  I  underitood 
him  to  do  so,  said  Mr.  C,  and  1  too  dischum  any  iiitentimi 
to  reSeot  upon  the  motives  of  other  gentlemen.  My  c«- 
league  says  that  I  charge  him  with  being  bou^^ht:  th^ 
was  the  purport  of  his  speech.  Sir,  I  made  no  sura 
charge.  I  am  willing  to  say  that  every  member  wm 
votes  for  this  bill  believes  that  he  is  right.  But  1  beiicfc 
that  they  are  wrong,  and  that  those  who  do  vote  for  itf 
whatever  is  theur  motive,  are  sellmg  the  liberties  of  their 
country.  In  ancient  times  the  Roman  leaders  bouglit  up 
the  tiberties  of  die  people  with  the  spoils  of  die  conqu^" 
ed  provincest  and  this  policy  of  internal  improveineBt, 
and  our  high-handed  tariff,  are  the  meana  wiUi  which  tfte 
liberties  of  this  people  are  to  be  bought  up.  My  ow* 
league  says  be  will  not  defend  die  constitutionality  ot  toe 
appropriatioiia  proposed  by  this  bill,  and  wril  he  vay»y 
so,  for  he  cannot  defend  it  The  constitution  has  been 
pkced  in  tlic  hands  of  empirics— of  political  quacks,  aW 
liave  givea  it  a  oonatruction  whereby  it  is  swaUp**^  "P 
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the  rtberties  of  the  cottntr)';  and,  when  thty  toe  gone, 
where  are  we  to  look  for  liberty^  Where,  sir,  I  repeat, 
are  we  to  look  for  it?  Almiji^hty  God  may  haye  ordained 
that  liberty  shall  exist  only  m  one  hemisphere  at  &  time. 
If  80,  the  genius  of  liberty  may  have  taken  her  flight  from 
among  us----ahe  may  have  followed  La&yette  across  tlie 
waters — and  whilst  tliey  have  liberty  in  France,  we  may 
have  tyranny  here.  I  must  believe,  sir,  if  our  liberties 
are  saved,  that  it  can  be  only  by  the  interposition  of  the 
individual  States;  and,  sir,  I  look  to  old  Virginia,  aa  the 
nucleus  around  which  the  States  are  to  rally  to  resist  the 
usurpations  of  the  General  Government  I  look  to  her 
aons — to  her  Patrick  Henrys  (such  men  aa  he,  who  dared 
to  declare  that  resistance  of  oppression  was  not  treason) 
— I  look  to  her  Uadison,  to  her  Monroe,  to  you,  sir,  (the 
Speaker:)  gentlemen  may  laugh,  sir,  but  I  look  to  such 
men;  not  to  men  bougfit  up  bv  appropriations  and  b}*  the 
hope  of  oflltcp,  but  to  men  of  hig4)  and  elevatecl  feelings 
and  stem  integrity,  to  save  my  countiy.  If  such  men  do 
not  cpusc  themselves  to  action,  our  liberty  is  gpone.  Mr. 
Cyconchided  witli  saying,  that  perhaps  he  had  spoken 
with  too  much  warmth  on  this  occasion f  that  he  was  sick, 
and  had  no  intention  to  come  here  tOKlaj-^  but  that  he  had 
been  sent  fur,  and  brought  from  his  bed  by  a  call  of  the 
House.  He  knew  it  was  in  vain  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  perhaps  there  was  no  use  in  a  man's  throw- 
ing himself  into  the  breach,  and  receiving  in  his  breast  tlie 
daggers  of  all  who  were  in  fiivor  of  it  He  attacked  t])e 
system,  not  tlie  motives  of  gentlemen:  but  he  solemnly 
believed,  if  this  sort  of  legislation  was  persisted  in,  our 
liberties  wei«  gone;  and  that  nothing  but  the  action  of 
tlie  States  could  save  them. 

Mr.  BLAin,  of  Tennessee,  said,  that,  olthotigli,  for 
several  years  past,  he  had  voted  for  internal  improvc- 
inents,  and  liad  seen  no  reason  to  change  his  opinion  or 
his  course  in  dutt  particular,  yet  he  shoidd  vole  against 
the  bill,  because  or  its  partiality  and  gross  injustice.  That 
he  wss  the  more  determined  upon  that  course,  from  the 
arguments  which  have  been  urged  in  f:ivor  of  its  passage 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  BAUitiaroxa.] 
For  his  part,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  could  not  see  why  the  mouth 


of  a  river  should  be  improved  by  the  appropriations  of  nected  with  the  commerce  of  the  natioa,  and  cakuhited 


the  public  money,  more  than  its  bed;  nor  why  a  measure 
of  this  description,  coming  from  the  Committee' of  Ways 
and  Means,  was  not  as  much  a  measure  of  internal  im- 
provement, as  if  it  had  come  from  tlie  Committee  on  Itoads 
and  Canals.  Suppose  the  Uppropriation  proposed  by  this 
bill,  (so  far  as  Ohio  is  concerned,)  had  been  reported  by 
tlie  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  in  a  separate 
bill,  would  not  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  have 
gone  against  that  measure^  Has  he  not  invariably  gone 
against  such  ap])ropnations^  Wliat,  then,  slwll  we  see, 
if  we,  from  the  interior,  act  upon  the  principles  which 
govern  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill?  Why,  sir,  that  there 
is  to  be  a  system  of  appropriations  for  bays  and  liarbors, 
and  tlie  mouths  of  rivers  and  creeks;  in  short,  a  svstem  of 
improvements  for  the  tide  water,  to  the  total  exclusion  of 
the  whole  interior. 

Shall  I9  as  a  representative  of  one  of  the  districts  in  the 
interior,  join  in  a  crusade  against  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try from  whence  I  come'  I  cannot,  I  will  not  give  my 
countenance  to  a  measure  so  partial  and  unjust  as  that 
which  is  now  under  consideration,  it  is,  therefore,  sn*, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  turn  my  back  against  this  bill,  after 
having  for  eiglit  years  voted  for  what  I  thought  was  a  sys- 
tem which  would  at  least  extend  above  the  tide  wkter.  I  beg 
of  gentlemen  to  look  to  the  provinons  of  this  bill:  the 
State  of  Ohio  is  the  onl^  State  west  of  the  Alleghany  for 
which  the  smallest  provision  is  made,  and,  in  tender  mercy 
to  that  State,  the  appropriations  are  limited  to  the  mouths 
of  the  streams  to  be  improved.  When  it  shall  be  in  order 
finr  me  to  call  up  tlie  bill  now  on  your  table,  to  connect 
the   waters  of  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  rivers,  will  tlie 


gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and  others,  come  out  and 
say  that  that  'm  constitutioftal?  No,  sir;  they  would  not 
admit  its  oonstituti<mality,  because  it  is  above  the  mouth, 
and  not  immediately  connected  with  foreign  oommerce. 
Yes,  sir,  I  might  exliau^  my  strength  here  in  vain,  m  show* 
ing  the  importance  of  tliis  connexion;  I  should  not  be  so 
fbrtunate  as  to  get  the  vote  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  and  omers^  who  limit  tlie  constitution  to  salt  wa^ 
ter  improvements.  If  the  propontion  for  such  appropria^ 
tion  came  flrom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  tAen, 
indeed,  I  possibly  might  get  their  votes;  but.  not  if  it  cam* 
from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements.  Re  wd 
that  he  was  for  improving  tiie  means  of  dorocitic  as  well 
as  foreign  intercourse  and  commerce.  If  the  exduaive 
system  proposed  by  this  bill  is  to  be  persevered  in,  the 
people  whom  he  represented  would  derive  no  bfacfit 
whatever  fivm  the  expemtituxe  of  the  pubKe  money.  He 
believed  this  to  be  as  much  an  internal  improvement  bill 
as  any  bill  of  that  nature  introduced  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. Of  its  constitutionality  he  had  no  doubti  but  he 
denied  tlie  expediency  of  thus  limiting  and  partially  car- 
rying the  prindple  into  effect  Once  lor  all,  1  can  assui-e 
the  friends  of  a  judieioUi  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, that,  whenever  measures  shall  come  before  the 
House,  looking  alike  to  the  West  and  the  East,  and  promis- 
ing to  advance  the  great  interests  of  the  coantry,  they 
should  find  hb  vote  as  it  always  had  been.  In  aetf-defenee, 
said  Mr.  B.,  the  interior  must  finally  come  to  this  course. 
They  will  be  compelled  to  uiute  in  resisting  a  system  of 
appropriations  which  promises  nothing  to  their  constitu* 
ents,  and  would  cause  the  operations  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment to  be  felt  only  in  its  burdens  and  exactioi.a. 
He  said  that  he  hoped  he  was  understood  by  the  House, 
as  some  surprise  had  been  manifested  by  friends  around 
him,  at  his  opposition  to  this  bill  when  last  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  BABRINOER  again  rose.  Itluul  been  his  prac^ 
tice,  he  sud,  to  vote  for  what  he  deemed  just  and  expedi- 
ent, no  matter  by  what  committee  the  measure  was  re- 
ported. In  r^gud  to  the  question  before  the  House,  he 
said,  his  rule  was  this:  that,  if  he  found  ttie  object  con- 


to  benefit  that  commerce,  he  deemed  the  object  Icgiti* 
mate,  and  be  jj^ve  it  his  support  For  instance,  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  one  of  tiie  items  of  this  bill,  was  iift> 
portant  to  the  confmerce  of  all  the  great  rivers  which  flow 
into  it,  and  he  could  not  liesitate  to  support  the  appropri- 
ation; and  if  gentlemen  would  point  out  any  objects  not 
leading  to  some  port,  and  calculated  to  fitcilitate  the  com* 
merce  of  the  country,  he  i#oukl  agree  to  strike  it  out 
On  the  lakes  he  knew  tiiere  were  ports,  and  these  were 
necessary  to  the  great  and  growing  commerce  of  those 
waters,  and  he  was  21s  ready  to  support  legitimate  objects 
in  tlie  West  as  in  the  East.  He  would  not  condescend  to 
inquire  what  part  of  the  countiy  the  object  was  to  benefit, 
so  it  was  proper.  If  it  came  lirora  the  gfentleman's  [Mr. 
BLAia'a]  committee,  (the  Committee  on  Internal  Improve- 
ments,) he  would  support  it  just  as' soon  as  if  it  came  from 
any  other.  Ho  would  leave  it  to  that  gentleman  to  say 
how  he  could  now  oppose  measures  which  he  had  former* 
ly  supported,  because  he  thought  the  conduct  of  otheri 
improper  or  inconnstent  For  himself,  Mr.  B.  said,  see- 
ing nothing  m  this  bill  variant  from  what  he  had  always 
supported,  he  should  giv^  it  his  vote. 

Mr.  WHITIXESEY,  berieving  that  further  debate 
would  not  change  a  nngle  vote,moved  the  prenotts  question. 

The  motion  was  sustained,  and  the  question  being  put  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  carried  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Armstrong-,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Noyes  Bartier,  Barringer,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor,  Beek- 
num,  Bockee,  Boon,  Brown,  Burges,  Butman,  Cahoon, 
Cambreleng,  Chandler,  Childs,  Chilton,  Clark,  Coleman, 
Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,   Cowlcs,    Crane,   Crawfbrd, 
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Crockett,  Crei^ton,  Crowninshiekl,  Daniel,  John  Daris, 
Debeiry,  Denliv,  Dickinson,  Doddridge,  Dora&y,  Dudley, 
Duncan,  Dwigtit,  Eagt*r,  EllBWortli,  George  Evans,  Jo- 
shua Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  For- 
ward, Fry,  Gilmore, -Green,  (^^nnell,  Gurley,  Halsey, 
Uammons,  Harvey,  Hawkins,  Hemphill,  Hoclgea,  Hoi* 
land,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hugfhes,  HunUngton,  Ihrie,  In- 
gersoll,  Thomas  Irwin,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Jarvis,  Johns,  R.  M. 
Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincatd,  Perkins  King,  Lea- 
vitt,  Lecoropte,  Leiper,  Lent,  Letcher,  llallary,  Marr, 
Martindale,  T.  Maxwell,  L.  Maxwell,  McCreery,McDuffie, 
Molntire,  Merctr,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Over- 
ton, Pearce,  Pettis,  Pierson,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Richardson,  Russe^  Sanford,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill,  Smith,  Speiglit,  Richard 
Spencer,  Sprigg,  Stanbery,  Sterigcre,  Stephens,  W.  L. 
Storrs,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test,  John 
Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Yamum,  Verpluick,  Vinton, 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  Whittr, 
WickCfTe,  Wilson,  Yancey,  Y6uiig.— 136. 

NAYS.^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Angel,  Archer, 
Barnwell,  James  Blair,  John  Blaii!,  Campbell,  Carson, 
Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Craig,  Crocheron,  Da- 
venport, W.  R.  Davis,  Desha«  De  WitC  Draper,  Dn^n, 
Earll,  Foster,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Haynes,  HoflWq, 
Jennings,  C.  Johnson,  Lamar,  Lea,  I^wia,  Loyall,  Lump- 
kin, l^fagee,  McCoy,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Polk,  Potter, 
Ramsey,  Roane,  Scott,  Standefer,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomp- 
son, Trezvant,  Tuck«r,  Wayne,  C.  P.  White,  Wilde, 
Williams 53. 

BEAUM  ARCH  ATS'  CLAIM. 

The  SPEAKER,  proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
called,  as  first  on  the  docket,  the  bill  to  adjust  and  setUe 
the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  ARCHER  moved  that  the  House  go  into  committee 
on  this  bill,  stating  that  if  it  did  so,  an  amendment  would 
be  offered  to  give  the  subject  a  direction  different  from 
the  action  of  this  House;  but  t!ie  motion  was  lost,  only  24 
rising  for  It. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE'S  CLAIM. 

The  bill  providing  for  this  claim  bone  next  called,  Mr* 
ARCHER  said  the  magnitude  of  the  chiim  was  such  that 
he  should  not  call  up  this  bill  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session;  and  it  was  passed  by. 

The  House  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  consider- 
ing and  pasnng  a  great  number  of  private  bills. 

Mo9DAT,  FsaiivAmT  21. 
WDUN  QUESnON. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
^bmitted  b^  Mr.  Evebett,  of  Massachusetts,  on  Mon- 
day last,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to 
report  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  executing  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes;  and,  also,  fbr  tlie  falthfUI  observance 
of  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  tribes. 

Mr.  EVERETT  resumed  the  floor,  and  addressed  the 
House  nearly  tw^o  hours  in  continuation  aiid  cpnclusion  of 
tlie  argument  which  he  commenced  when  the  subject  was 
first  under  conaderation,  (as^ven  in  last  Monday's  report. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Georgia,  then  rose,  and  said,  when 
this  subject  was  so  elaborately  discussed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  and  particularly  when  so  large  a  share  of 
that  discussion  was  borne  by  tlie  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Evxxbtt,]  and  his  mends,  he 
had  hoped  it  would  never  again  be  agitated  in  this  House. 
When  the  proportion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
offered,  he  confessed  he  felt  an  excitement  which  would 
then  have  rendered  him  incapable  of  discussing  it  with 
becoming  self-respect,  or  wliat  was  due  from  him  to  this 
House. 


In  his  calmer  reflections,  he  had  determined  to  brinf 
alone  to  its  consideration  the  dictates  of  his  understandinj^ 
and  his  jud(^ent,  whatever  of  passion  migiit  heretofore 
haire  been  mingled  with  it 

Imputing  no  motives  to  any  member  of  this  Houae^ 
where  such  imputation  is  wholly  inadmissible,  he  rouit 
say,  that  if,  in  the  former  discussions,  here  and  elsewhere, 
he  had  thought  he  had  discovered  a  political  homsnitj 
regulatiij^  the  movements  of  tlie  opposition,  he  could  see 
nothing  in  the  present  aspect  of  affairs  in  tlie  slightest  de- 
gree to  change  that  opinion — a  political  humanity  which, 
to  sav  the  roost  of  it,  is  like  that  charitable  knigfaterrsnt^ 
whidi,  overlooking  the  object  at  its  feet,  seeks  for  it 
among  the  antipodes. 

If  the  half  that  has  been  said  here  and  elsewhere  should 
be  believed,  it  would  be  sufficient,  in  speaking  of  an  in* 
dividual,  to  embody  all  that  is  infamous  in  calling  him  a 
Georgian.  And  for  what  purpose  was  all  this  outciy  agpuDst 
the  State  of  Georgia?  It  arises  firom  the  same  principles 
which  would  have  inflicted  a  consolidated  Government  on 
this  country  in  1787,  whose  advocates  said  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, in  1807,  tliat  he  could  not  be  kicked  into  a  w»r; 
which  would  have  driven  out  Mr.  Madison  in  1814,  for 
declaring  and  prosecuting  that  war;  and  which  would 
drive  out  General  Jackson  now,  because  be  defeated  their 
hopes  at  New  Orleans,  and  because  he  refuses  to  consider 
a  constitution  of  limited  powers  a  charter  of  unlimited 
powers.  The  party  possessing  these  principles  has  clunr- 
ed  its  name,  but  not  its  principles.  The  natioual  repubH. 
cans  of  1831  are  the  true  successors  of  the  ultra  fcdenl- 
ists  of  thirty  years  ago;  and  those  who  would  drive  Gencnl 
Jackson  from  the  administration  of  the  Government,  do 
not  differ  Irom  those  who  passed  the  sedition  law  of  1798. 
This  party,  which  has,  so  far  as  names  are  concerned, 
shown  the  same  facility  of  change  as  tlie  caroeleon,  nov 
seeks^  as  it  has  souglit  ever  since  its  hopes  were  disap- 
pointed in  the  federal  convention,  to  arrive  at  its  object 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
more  of  this  subject  hereaiher. 

In  rising  to  address  the  House  on  the  present  occaaon, 
Uly  prepared,  by  indifferent  health  and  other  public  da- 
ties,  to  follow  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  over  the 
whole  ground  he  had  chosen  to  occupy,  he  should  content 
himself  with  offering  a  few  brief  ancf  desultory  obsen*- 
tions  to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Nor  would  be 
liave  risen,  but  for  the  pecuKar  relation  which  he  bore  to 
this  question.  Pending  the  discussion  of  it  at  the  kst  k«- 
sion  of  Congress,  under  the  most  urgent  importunity  of 
his  friends,  he  had  forbonie,  at  a  critical  period  of  the 
debate,  from  presnng  himself  into  it,  believing  that  its 
further  protraction  would  probably  lead  to  the  defeat  of 
the  bill,  m  the  provisions  of  which  Georgia  had  a  particu- 
lar, as  the  country  at  large  had  a  deep  and  general  interest. 

Akhougl]  he  had  ever  since  held  in  his  possession  a  do- 
cument most  distinctly  proving  the  influence  of  thismotire 
on  his  conduct  at  that  period,  yet  such  motive  could  not 
be  generally  known  to  his  constituents,  as  tlie  document 
alluded  to  had  not  been  made  4}ublic.  But,  as  the  day  tf 
at  hand  when  his  representative  character  will  cease,  he 
was  not  willing  to  stand  uniustified  before  those  he  bad 
represented  to  the  best  of  his  ability  for  the  last  six  yeari 
In  the  discussion  of  this  question,  on  which  so  vide  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  existed  between  the  honorable  g^"'^'l 
man  and  himself^  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  the  histor)  of 
this  country,  to  ascertain  whether  the  Federal  GoreninK'nt 
has  confi!*cd  itself  to  the  pUe  of  the  constitution,  ortliat 
Georgia  has  overleaped  the  barriers  of  her  rightful  sove- 
reignty. In  discussing  this,  branch  of  the  subject,  be 
should  not  inquire  whether  this  continent,  at  the  time  of 
its  discovery,  was  considered  as  a  part  of  St.  Peter's  pa* 
trimony,  nor  how  it  might  tlien  have  been  regardtd  oj 
papal  bulls  in  favor  of  certain  discoverers.  Nor  sJioukl 
he  inquire  into  the  quaint  phrases  which  may  or  ma)  not 
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be  found  in  any  of  the  charters  mnted  to  the  colonists  by 
which  it  was  settled.  It  had  been  said  on  a  former  oc- 
canon,  that  the  rig^hts  of  discovery  setup  by  Europesns 
related  solely  to  mt  effect  of  those  rights  on  each  other. 
In  part  this  is  true,  and  in  part  it  is  not  true.  That  those 
rig'hts  were  relative  to  the  di^overers,  as  regards  the 
question  of  boundary,  is  admitted;  but  it  is  asserted,  with- 
out the  fear  of  contradiction/  tluit  they  were  pontive, 
were  absolute  in  their  relation  to  the  original  inhabitants 
of  this  continent.  As  it  regarded  those  inhabitants,  the 
nations  of  Europe  which  pbmted  colonies  here  considered 
their  occupancy  permissiye  merely.  Nor  can  any  other 
principle  Of  national  law  be  produced  on  this  subject;  nor 
IS  it  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  justice  of  such  a  princi- 
ple. If  it  be  unjusty  and  shall  be  so  decided,  then  fte 
millions  who  have  descended  from  the  origfinal  colonists, 
with  all  who  have  been  added  by  later  emigration,  must 
take  refii^  on  the  eastern  shores  of  the  Atlantic. 

If  this  right  of  discovery  does  not  avail  Georgia,  it  is  of 
as  little  avail  to  any  other  State  in  this  Union.  But,  to 
say  no  more  of  it,  we  find  ourselves  placed  under  the 
operation  of  this  principle,  and  it  is  too  late  to  talk  of 
changiQjg  it.  But  it  might  be  asked  how  be  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  such  a  principle  had  been  adopted  by 
the  discovering  European  nations  which  planted  colonies 
on  this  continent.  He  would  answer,  in  the  history  of 
all.  Nor  would  he  shelter  himself  under  the  enormities 
practised  by  Spain  on  the  aborinnes  of  Mexico,  South 
America,  and  the  West  India  islands.  Great  Britain  acted 
on  the  same  principles  in  granting  charters  to  her  North 
American  colonies.  From  the  earliest  of  those  charters 
to  that  granted  to  Geor^^  in  1732,  this  principle  runs 
throughout;  nor  had  he  observed,  upon  an  examination  of 
a  number  of  them,  that  an^  peculiarity  existed,  except 
that,  by  charter,  the  exclusive  right  Jis  secured  to  Rho<le 
Island,  "upon  just  cause,  to  invade  and  destroy  the  native 
Indians,  or  other  enemies  of  the  said  colony."  Nor 
should  he  complain  that  Rhode  Island  chose  stiU  to  live 
under  that  charter,  nor  inquire  why  so  poor  a  remnant  of 
the  once  powerful  tribe  of  Narragansett  lias  escaped  from 
former  wars,  and  the  no  less  destructive  vices  of  civilized 
life,  operating  on  an  inferior  and  degraded  caste. 

The  original  charters  of  the  King  of  England  granted  to 
the  colonies  all  the  lands  included  within  certain  points  on 
the  Alantic  coast,  extended  by  lines  due  west  to  the  Paci- 
fic Nor  in  this  particular  was  the  charter  of  Georgia  less 
extensive  tlian  the  rest. 

It  originally  granted  to  her  the  seacoast  from  the  mouth 
of  Savannah  to  the  mouth  of  the  Altamaha  river;  tlience, 
up  those  streams,  to  their  headmnst  branches,  respectively; 
and  thence^  due  west,  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  of  1757,  which  war  was  terminated  by  the  trea- 
ty of  Paris  in  1763,  Cireat  Britain  acquired  the  Cansdas 
and  the  Floridas.  In  settling  the  boundaries  of  the  Flo- 
ridas  in  1763,  the  British  King  extended  them  to  the 
mouth  of  St.  Mary's  river;  thence,  up  that  river,  to  its 
source;  thence,  by  a  direct  line,  to  the  iunction  of  Cliata- 
hoochie  and  Flint  rivers,  and  up  the  Chatahoochte  to  tlie 
thirty-first  degree  of  nortli  latitude,  and  due  wcs^  to  the 
Mississippi.  In  the  following  year»  by  royal  commissiop 
to  Crovemor  Wright,  the  southcm  boundary  of  Georgia 
was  extended,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the  northern 
boundaries  of  Florida,  as  defined  by  the  proclamation  of 
1763— the  Hissisuppi  being  made  the  western  boundary 
of  the  British  colonies,  in  conformity  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  of  Paris.  Out,  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
inform  himself,  the  principle  ofiK>vereignty  over  the  whole 
country  was  distinctly  to  be  traced  in  the  commissions  to 
the  colonial  Governors.  Having  thus  sliown  that  Great 
Britain  claimed  sovereignty  over  all  the  country  within 
her  colonies,  he  would  mquire  how  this  matter  stood  at 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  and  how  fiir  the 
powers  of  the  States  have  been  circumscribedy  either  by 


the  terms  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  or  the  consti- 
tution which  now  binds  them  together.  The  declaration 
of  independence,  the  magna  charta  of  American  liberty, 
was  adopted  on  the  4th  &y  of  July,  1776,  and  its  recog- 
nition by  Great  Britain,  in  1783,  has  relation  to  that 
period. 

Then,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence,  and 
the  time  to  which  that  acknowledgment  related,  we  arrive 
at  the  conclusion,  that,  so  soon  as  it  was  declared  by 
Congress  every  right  and  power  previously  possessed  by 
Great  Britun  over  the  colonies  devolved  immediately  upon 
the  respective  States,  not  upon  the  States  as  confederated, 
because  the  articles  of  confisderation  were  nbt  adopted 
until  some  years  afterwards.  He  would  not  take  the  trou- 
ble to  state  the  time  of  their  adoption,  as  it  was  only  ne- 
cessary for  his  argument  to  show  that  they  did  not  exist 
until  afler  the  declaration  of  independence.  He  thought 
he  had  now  clearly  shown  that,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776, 
the  respective  States  entered  into  the  possession  and  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights  which  Great  Britain  had  previous 
ly  exercised  within  them  as  colonies,  and  that  those  rights 
included  every  inch  of  soil,  and  all  the  sovereignty  which 
any  State  can  exercise.  Nor  should  he  deem  it  important 
to  present  this  view  of  the  subject,  if  it  had  not  been  said 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  passed  the  sovereignty  previously 
possessed  by  'Great  Britain  over  the  colonies  to  the  confe- 
deration, and  not  to  the  respective  States.  In  addition  to 
the  argimienthe  had  presented  to  show  that  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  States  passed  tothtsm  respectively,  it  might  be 
sufficient  to  add,  that  questions  of  boundary  between  them 
(-4nd  such  have  arisen  in  numerous  instances)  have  been 
uniformly  settled  by  reference  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
their  respective  charters.  But  fiirther  light  might  be 
shed  upon  this  subject  by  consulting  the  various  instruc- 
tions which  were  issued  to  the  American  commissioners, 
under  which  the  treaty  of  1783  was  negotiated,  as  well  as 
the  instructions  given  at  different  periods  for  negotiating 
with  Spain  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  In  the  various 
instructions  thus  given  to  the  commissioners  in  1779  and 
'80,  and  reiterated  in  1781,  it  will  be  found  that  the  con- 
federation proceeded  on  the  principle  of  regelating  the 
boundaries  on  the  basis  of  the  various  colonial  charters,  in 
which  the  southern  boundary  contended  for  is  the  iden- 
tical one  set  forth  in  the  commission  to  Governor  Wrigiit, 
in  1764.  And  here  it  might  not  be  improper  to  add,  that 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in  1783, 
pursues  the  instructions  on  the  question  of  boundaries 
without  variation.  Nor  do  the  instructions  to  treat  with 
Spain,  in  1780,  depart  from  the  same  principle. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  in  1792, 
the  same  rule  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  relation  to 
the  southern  boundary,  which  resulted  in  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  of  San  Lorenzo  el  Real  on  that  subject.  Nor 
might  it  be  improper  for  him  to  add,  that  tiie  same  princi- 
ple enters  into  the  discussion  of  the  yet  unsettled  question 
of  our  eastern  boundary. 

But  he  was  aware  that  a  pretence  was  set  up  during  the 
revolution,  that  the  unsettled  land  within  the  respective 
States  was  acquired  astlie  common  property  oftiie  confe- 
deration, andlhiit-various  attempts  were  made  to  induce 
Congress  to  act  on  that  principle*  He  believed  that  be 
had  sufficiently  shown  that  direcUy  the  contrary  was  the 
fact,  and  tiiat  the  States  respectively  acquired  it  before 
the  articles  of  confederation  were  brought  into  existence. 
He  well  knew  that  Uie  States  were  earnestly  called  on  for 
cessions  of  land,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  any  of  value 
had  ever  been  made*  except  by  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
and  Geoma. 

dut,  after  much  discussion  as  to  the  right  of  the  con- 
federation, a  clause  was  inserted  in  the  ninth  article,  on 
the  15th  of  November.  1777,  providing  that  *<  no  State 
shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States."  But  the  subject  is  further  illustrated  by  the  reso- 
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lution  of  the  16th  of  September,  1176,  for  providing 
bounty  lands  for  the  soldiers  who  might  enlist  in  the  con- 
tinental army.  That  resolution  says:  **Such  lands  ^o  be 
provided  by  the  United  States,  and  whatever  expense 
shall  be  necessary  to  procure  such  lands,  the  said  expense 
shall  be  paid  and  borne  by  the  States,  in  tlie  same  pro- 
portion as  the  other  expenses  of  the  war."  New,  if  these 
waste  lands  had  been  conadered  the  property  of  the  con- 
federation, a  direct  appropriation  of  them  would  have 
been  made,  particularly  as  the  object  of  bestowing  them 
in  bounty  would  have  derived  considerable  support  from 
a  desirable  designation  of  them.  But,  for  the  purpose  of 
further  enforcing  his  view  of  the  subject,  he  would  refer 
the  House  to  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1788,  proposm^  a  cession  of 
a  large  portion  of  her  western  lands;  a  cession  which  he 
exceedingly  rejoiced  had  not  been  accepted  by  the  Fede- 
ral Grovemment,  as,  by  it  the  western  limit  erf*  the  State 
would  have  been  drawn  witlun  the  northernmost  point  of 
the  thirty-third  degree  of  north  latitude.  But  he  would 
refer  more  particularly  to  the  conditions  proposed  by 
Georgia,  and  the  reasons  of  their  rejection  by  the  con- 
federated Government  of  tlie  Union.  The  proposition  of 
Georgia,  after  describing  the  country  offered  for  cession, 
states  the  foUowing  conditions:  1st.  **Tluit  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  guaranty  to  the  citizens 
of  the  said  territory  a  republican  form  of  Government, 
subject  only  to  such  change  as  shall  take  place  in  the 
federal  constitution  of  the  United  States.  2dly .  That  the 
navigation  of  all  the  rivers  included  in  the  said  cestton 
shall  be  equally  free  to  all  the  atizens  of  the  United 
States;  nor  shall  any  tonnage  oh  vessels,  nor  any  duties 
whatever,  be  laid  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise 
that  may  pass  up  and  down  the  said  waters,  unless  for  the 
mere  benefit  of  the  United  States.  3dly.  That  the  sum 
of  $171,428  45-90,  which  lias  been  expended  in  quieting 
the  minds  of  the  Indians,  and  resisting  their  hostilities, 
shall  be  allowed  as  a  charge  against  the  United  States, 
and  be  admitted  in  payment  of  the  specie  requisition  of 
that  State's  quotas  that  have  been  or  may  be  required  by 
the  United  SUtes.  4thly.  That,  in  all  cases  where  the 
State  may  require  defence,  the  expenses  arising  thereon 
shall  be  allowed  as  a  charge  against  tlie  United  States, 
agreeably  to  the  articles  <S'  confederation.  And,  5thly. 
That  Congress  shall  guaranty  and  secure  all  the  re- 
maining territorial  rights  of  the  State,  as  pomted  out  and 
expressed  by  the  dehnitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  StJites  and  Great  Britain,  the  convention  between 
the  said  State  and  the  Sute  of  South  Carolina,  entered 
into  the  28th  day  of  April,  1787,  and  the  cbuise  of  an  act 
of  the  said  State  of  Georgia,  describing  the  boundai*ies 
thereof,  passed  the  17th  of  February,  1783." 

But  what  was  the  answer  of  the  committee  to  tliese 
propositions— an  answer  in  which  Congress  acquiesced^ 
Not  that  the  territory  m  question  belongs  already  to  us; 
not  that  all  the  vacant  land  in  any  of  the  States  was  ac- 
quired by  the  common  blood  and  treasure,  and  is  there- 
fore the  common  property  of  the  Union;  but,  *^The  com- 
mittee, having  fully  considered  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  are  of  opinion  that  the  cesnon  offered  by  the  State 
of  Georgia  cannot  be  accepted  on  the  terms  proposed. 
1st  Because  it  appears  highly  probable  that,  on  running 
the  boundaxy  Une  between  tliat  State  and  the  adjoining 
State  or  States,  a  cLum  to  a  large  tract  of  countiy,  ex- 
tending to  the  Mississippi,  and  lying  between  the  tract- 
f  proposed  to  be  ceded  and  that  lately  ceded  by  South  Caro- 
ina,  will  be  retained  by  the  said  State  of  GeorgU{and,  thv  re- 
fore,  the  land  which  the  Slate  now  offers  to  cede  must 
be  too  far  removed  from  any  other  lands  lutheirto  ceded 
to  the  Union,  to  be  of  any  immediate  advantage  to  it. 
2d.  Because  there  appears  to  be  due  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  on  specie  rcquintions,  but  a  small  part  of  the 
sum  mentioned  in  the  third  proviso  or  oonditioo  before ' 


recited;  and  it  is  improper,  in  this  case,  to  allow  a  charge 
against  the  specie  requintions  of  Congress  which  may 
hereafter  be  made,  especially  as  said  State  stands  charged 
to  the  United  States  for  very  considerable  sums  of  moiiey 
loaned.  And,  3d.  Because  the  fifth  proviso  or  condition 
before  recited  contains  a  special  guaranty  of  territorial 
rights,  and  such  a  guaranty  as  has  not  been  made  by  Con- 
gress to  any  State,  and  which,  ccmridering  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  ccmftdcration,  must  be  unnecessary  or  im- 
proper. But  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  first, 
second,  and  fourth  provisoes  before  recited,  and  also  the 
third,  with  some  variations,  may  be  admitted;  and  that, 
should  the  said  State  extend  tlie  bounds  of  her  ceasioii, 
and  vary  the  terms  thereof  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  Con- 
fess may  accept  the  same;  whereupcm,  they  submit  the 
toUowing  resolutions: 

**  That  the  cession  of  claims  to  western  territory,  offered 
by  the  State  of  Georgia,  cannot  be  accepted  on  the  term 
contained  in  her  act  passed  the  1st  of  February  last. 

"  That,,  in  case  the  said  State  shall  authorize  her  dele- 
gates in  Congress  to  make  a  cession  of  all  her  teiritorisl 
claims  to  lands  west  of  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  west 
of  a  meridian  line  running  through  or  near  the  point 
where  that  river  intersects  the  thirty^irst  degree  of  math 
latitude,  and  shall  omit  the  last  proviso  in  her  Bsod  act, 
and  shall  so  far  vary  tiie  proviso  respecting  the  sum  of 
$171,428  45-90,  expended  in  quieting  and  resisting  the 
Indians,  as  that  Uie  said  State  sliall  have  credit  in  the 
specie  requintions  of  Congress  to  the  amount  of  her  spt* 
cie  quota  on  the  past  requisitions,  and  for  the  residoe 
in  her  account  with  the  United  States  for  moneys  loaned. 
Congress  will  accept  the  cession.'* 

It  appeared  strange  to  his  mind,  that  any  one  could 
doubt,  after  an  examination  of  this  report,  the  ahaohite 
right  of  the  States  to  all  the  unlocated  territories  within 
their  limits.  It  might  be  asked  why  it  was  unnecessary 
or  improper  to  require  of  Congress  a  guaranty  of  the  re- 
maining territory.  To  this  it  was  a  sufficieat  answer  to 
say,  tliat  the  committee  must  have  bssed  the  refusal  on 
the  clause  of  the  ninth  article  of  confederation,  which  he 
had  -already  quoted,  namelv»  **  that  no  State  shall  be  de- 
prived of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States." 
Nor  is  it  unimportant  to  state  that  the  identical  land  now 
occupied  by  the  Cherokees  within  the  limits^  of  Georgia, 
is  a  portion  of  the  territory  which  the  committee  of  Con* 
gress  stated  would  be  retained  by  that  St»te,  if  the  terms 
of  cession  proposed  by  her  should  be  adopted. 

But  the  doctrine  contended  for  is  further  sustained  by 
tlie  fact,  that  the  cesnon  previously  made  by  Vir^ginia  of 
her  northwestern  territory  was  coupled  with  a  reserva^ 
tion  of  the  land  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami,  for  satis- 
fying bounty  warrants  issued,  and  to  be  issued,  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  State  line  in  tlie  revolutionary 
army.  Nor  was  the  cession  afterwards  made  by  North 
Carolina,  now  constituting  the  State  of  Tennessee,  un- 
coupled with  conditions  ot  a  similar  character.  And  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  relying  on  her  territorial  rights,  as 
secured  by  charter,  derived,  at  a  much  later  period,  a  con- 
siderable sum  from  her  reserve  west  of  the  Ohio.  Having 
brought  these  facts  and  arguments  to  the  constderation 
of  the  House,  he  hoped  we  should  not  again  hear  of  tl.s 
right  of  the  United  States  to  the  unlocated  huid  in  the 
respective  States,  as  a  common  fund  for  paying  the  debts 
and  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Union,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  acquired  in  the  revolutionary  war  as  the 
common  property  of  the  confederation.  He  knew  veiy 
well  tliat  Uaryland,  New  Jersey,  and  Rhode  Island  were 
tlic  most  strenuous  advocates  of  the  right  of  the  Union  to 
land  thus  situated}  but,  notwithstanding  they  exerted 
themselves  to  procure  the  incorporation  of  such  a  princ»- 
pie  into  the  articles  of  oonfedeiation  as  a  prerequisite  to 
their  ratification  of  them,  diey  finally  ratined  without  it. 
But  it  might  be  proper  lor  him  to  state  that  the  two  latter 
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States,  in  the  iiurtructions  which  they  gave  to  their  dele- 
f»XeB  in  Congress,  distinctly  disclaimed  for  ^e  Union  any 
jurisdiction  over  such  lands.  Well,  then,  might  it  excite 
surprise,  that,  at  this  hite  day,  they  should  be  among  the 
foremost  to  insist  on  such  jurisdiction. 

He  thought  he  had  now  fully  answered  the  objection, 
that  the  waste  lands  were  acquired  as  the  common  fund 
of  the  Union,  and  that  the  declaration  or  recognition  of 
American  independence  regarded  these  States  solely  in 
their  confederative,  and  not  in  their  individual  character. 

But,  in  further  illustration  of  the  doctrine  which  he 
maintained,  he  might  have  adverted  to  the  jurisdiction 
exercised  by  nearly  all  the  colonies  over  tlie  IiidUin  tribes 
within  their  respective  limits. 

He  might  have  spoken  of  laws  enacted  by  one,  giving 
a  premium  for  Indian  scalps,  and  for  the  rearing  of  dog^ 
to  hunt  them  down,  which  he  believed  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  could  not  deny  had  been  done 
by  his  own  State  within  the  period  of  her  colonial  exist- 
ence. He  might  have  spoken  of  their  beinff  transported 
by  another  colony  beyond  seas,  and  sold  for  slaves. 
How  another  had  restrained  their  liberty,  by  forbidding 
their  g^ing  from  home  after  a  certain  hour  at  night,  with- 
out a  pass  or  permit  from  a  white  man,  under  the  penalty 
of  corpora]  punishment.  Of  the  act  passed  by  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1743,  adding  for  criminal  jurisdii;tion  all  the  wild 
country  of  that  coloi\y  to  the  county  of  Philadelpliia; 
and  how  that  act,  as  be  had  recently  understood,  on  the 
highest  authority,  had  been  enforced  upon  an  Indian  the 
fbuowing  year,  for  manslaughter  committed  in  a  remote 
comer  of  the  country  thus  annexed  to  that  county.  He 
mip^ht  have  adverted  to  the  jurisdiction  exercised  within 
a  few  years  past  upon  an  Indian  within  the  limits  of  New 
York;  but  if  the  nicts  and  principles  presented  by  him 
be  correct,  and  he  did  not  doubt  it,  it  could  not  be  neces- 
sary to  go  into  such  particulars.  He  should  not  refer  to 
them  in  this  cursory  manner  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  their  propriety  or  impropriety.  He  would  leave  that 
to  be  settled  by  the  consciences  of  those  who  had  pre- 
sumed to  question  the  conduct  of  Georgia  for  the  execu^* 
tion  of  a  Cherokee  Indian  for  the  murder  of  anotlier  Che- 
rokee Indian.  He  would  not  be  understood  as  referring 
to  them  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  comparative 
cruelty  of  (jeorgia  and  other  States,  as,  among  the  wise 
and.  RVKxl,  he  had  too  much  confidence  in  the  belief  that 
blooa  will  not  be  considered  as  sticking  to  her  skirts  for 
the  execution  of  a  murderer. 

But,  since  it  has  suited  the  convenience  of  politicians  of 
a  certain  order  to  rail  against  Georgia,  we  have  been  stun- 
ned by  the  cry  of  violations  of  the  treaty-making  power. 
It  ia»  therefore,  necessary  to  inquire  what  is  that  power, 
and  wherein  has  it  been  violated?  And,  before  proceed- 
ing further  with  the  subject,  it  is  necessary  to  state  tiiat 
tbia  power  was  nearly  the  same  under>the  confederation 
that  it  is  under  the  constitution  since  adopted;  and  to  as- 
certain its  extent  and  meaning  in  relation  to  Indians,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  inquire  in  what  manner  it  was  exer- 
cisecl,  if  exercised  at  all,  in  our  intercourse  with  them. 
But  it  would  be  quite  as  convenient  to  state  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  the  power  regulating  our  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  under  the  articles  of  confederation. 
In  Ute  ninth  article,  among  various  other  powers,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  «the  United  Sutestn  Congress  assembled  sball 
have  the  sole  and  exclusive  power  of  entering  into  treaties 
and  alliances. "  This  is  coupled  with  a  proviso  protecting 
the  commercial  power  of  the  States  as  it  then  existed.  It 
is  further  provided  in  the  same  article,  that  **  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  sliall  have  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive right  and  power  of  regulating  the  trade  and  managing 
all  the  affairs  of  the  Indian  tribes,  not  memben  of  any  ot  the 
States;  provided  the  legislative  right  of  any  State  within 
its  own  limits  be  not  infringed  or  idoUted.**  Let  us,  then, 
consider,  first,  what  are  the  legislative  rights  of  a  Slate. 


They  conmst  in  the  power  of  making  ,and  enforcing  laws 
over  all  and  every  description  of  persons  within  her  umits. 
If  this  be  true,  and  how  it  can  be  denied  he  could  not  un- 
derstand, it  necessarily  follows  that  every  Indian  tribe  re* 
sidrnt  within  a  State  is  a  member  of  the  State,  within  ^e 
meaning  of  the  first  cUtuse  conferring  the  power  relative 
to  Indians,  and  in  this  sense  he  believed  it  had  been  acted 
on  in  a  great  majority  of  the  old  tliirteen  States,  and  should 
have  been  so  acted  on  in  all. 

So  much,  then,  for  the  present,  as  respects  the  power 
of  the  confederation  to  **  regulate  trade  and  all  affairs  with 
the  Indians."  But  to  return  to  the  treaty-making  power, 
and  its  reference  to  Indians,  as  we  find  it  interpreted  by 
the  acts  of  the  confederation.  We  find  in  the  journal  of 
their  proceedings  various  compacts  or  agreements  with 
Indians,  which  are  not  now,  and  never  have  been,  treaties. 
He  might  be  asked  why  he  made  the  assertion.  To  which 
he  would  answer,  that  while  all  the  treaties  with  forei|^ 
nations,  even  that  concluded  with  the  kinffdom  or  empure 
of  Morocco,  were  solemnly  ratified  accormng  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  articles  of  confederation,  no  such  solemnity 
was  ever  conferred  upon  a  compact  or  agreement  made 
with  an  Indian  tribe,  ouring  that  whole  period.  In  what 
light,  then,  must  we  view  these  compacts;  and  under  what 
specific  power  must  Congress  have  considered  them  to 
have  been  made?  ^"'^9  under  the  power  to  regulate 
trade  and  manage  the  afuirs  with  the  Indian  tribes.  But 
if  a  correct  definition  of  the  legislative  rights  of  States  had 
been  laid  down  by  him,  it  follows,  incontestibly,  that  the 
treaty  of  UopeweU,  so  called,  upon  which  the  changea 
have  been  rung  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other, 
violated  the  legislative  rights  of  the  States  of  North  and 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Congress,  too,  seems  to  have 
been  sensible  of  thisi  for,  in  the  proclamation  issued  by 
them  in  the  year  1788,  for  enforcing  it,  they  close  with 
the  proviso,  "  that  nothing  contained  in  this  proclamation 
shall  be  considered  as  aii&cting  the  territorial  claims  of 
North  Carolina."  Nor  can  it  be  asserted  that  Georgia 
stood  quietly  by  while  tliese  things  were  transacting.  So 
early  as  the  11th  of  February,  1786,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives^ having  taken  into  consideration  the  **  pretended 
treaty,"  as  they  called  it,  and  called  it  justly,  entered  into 
at  Hopewell  with  the  Cherokees  in  1785,  and  the  attempt 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  at  Galphlnton  with  the  Creeks  about 
the  same  period,  determined  that,  in  doing  so,  the  **  com- 
missioners did  attempt  to  exercise  powers  that  are  not  de- 
legated by  the  respective  States  to  tlie  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled.'*  After  setting  forth  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the;  States,  they  resolve  "that  all  and  every 
?ct  and  thing  done,  or  intended  to  be  done,  within  the 
limits  of  this  State,  by  the  said  commissioners,  inconsistent 
with  the  beforementioned  rights  and  privileges,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  null  and  void." 

But,  before  proceeding  further,  it  would  be  proper  for 
him  to  state  that  the  course  which  Congress  pursued  rela- 
tive to  the  agreements  or  contracts  called  Indian  treaties, 
shows  most  manifestly  that  they  considered  such  contracts 
as  falling  within  the  power  to  regulate  trade  and  affairs 
with  the  Indian  tribes^  and  not  witnin  the  treaty-making 
power.  And  if  his  definition  of  the  legislative  power  of  a 
State  was  coirect,  and  he  did  not  fear  contradiction,  Con- 
gress bad,  b^  the  terms  of  such  contracts  witli  tribes  living 
within  any  ot  the  States,  violated  those  "  legislative  rights" 
tliey  intended  to  be  secured  and  defended  by  the  articles 
of  confederation.  But  his  opinions  might  derive  additional 
confirmation  by  referring  to  the  second  article,  which  pro- 
vides, «  each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence, and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right, 
which  is  not  t^  this  confederation  expressly  delegated  to 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled." 

He  had  shown  that  Congress  never  considered  itself  au- 
thorized to  make  treaties  with  Indians  residing  within  th^ 
limHs  of  a  State,  for  they  never  treated  their  •conti-acts 
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with  them  as  such.     He  thought  it  was  equally  clear  that 
they  had  no  power  whatsoeTcr  over  them,  in  that  or  any 
other  way,  inasmuch  as  such  power  not  only  was  not  ex- 
pressly delegated,  but  was  expressly  reseryed  by  the  clause 
in  the  ninth  article,  which  provides  that  the  power  to  regu- 
late trade  and  manage  afTau^  with  the  Indian  tribes  shall 
not  extend  to  such  as  are  members  of  a  State;  but  further, 
and  "that  the  lej^slatiTe  ri^t  of  a  State  within  its  own 
limits  be  not  infringed  or  violated."     Surely  it  could  not 
be  necessary  for  him  to  recapitulate  his  arguments,  to  show 
that  the  charters  defined  the  limits  of  the  respective  States, 
and  that  their  le^^ialative  rights  extended  over  all  persons 
within  those  limits.     But  he  was  aware  that  it  mig^t  be 
objected,  that,  by  the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, the  powers  of  this  Government  had  been  enlarged. 
He  was  very  much  mistaken  If  he  could  not  show  bv  the 
most  legitimate  arguments,  that,  with  respect  to  Indians, 
they  had  not  been  thus  enlarged.     The  provisions  of  the 
constitution  resorted  to  by  the  adversaries  of  Georgia,  who 
are  alike  the  opponents  of  the  present  administration  of 
the   Federal  Government,  are  the  treaty-making  power 
and  the  commercial  power.    At  leasts  he  was  not  aware 
that  such  rights  were  claimed  for  the  Indians,  except  un- 
der the  operation  of  these  two  powers.     Perhaps  he  might 
say  they  are  claimed  singly  and  alone  under  the  treaty- 
making  power.     But  let  us  see  what  are  these  provisions 
of  the  constitution.     In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle, power  is  conferred  on  Congress  "to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  States, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes."    And  in  the  second  section 
of  the  second  article,  which  defines  the  power  of  the  Pre- 
sident, it  is  provided,  that  •«  he  shall  have  power,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  trea- 
ties, provided  two-thirds  of  the  Senat<M^  present  concur." 
In  the  second  section  of  the  first  article,  it  is  provided,  in 
the  clause  relating  to  the  ratio  of  representation,  that  it 
shall  include  "the  whole  number  of  n-ee  persons,  includ- 
ing those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  exclud- 
ing Indians  not  taxed,"  &c. — applying  the  treaty-making 
power  to  Indian  tribes  within  a  State  in  the  light  in  which 
he  had  considered  them;  and  it  was  utterly  impossible  to 
consider  them  as  falling  within  its  operation;  for  in  this 
particuUtr  he  considered  the  tenth  article  of  tlie  amend- 
ments equally  as  broad  as  the  second  article  of  confede- 
ration which  he  had  quoted.     He  knew  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment had  been  made  to  show  that  the  absence  of  the  word 
"  expressly"  from  that  amendment  went  to  enlarge  the 

Eowers  of  the  Federal  Government.  But  he  did  not  bc- 
eve  any  man,  not  desirous  to  gain  power  by  every  practi- 
cable contrivance,  would  rely  upon  such  an  interpretation. 
By  a  fair  rule  of  construction,  that  term  in  the  second  arti- 
cle of  confederation  was  as  applicable  to  the  second  as  the 
first  member  of  the  sentence;  and  its  absence  fi-om  the 
amendment  applies  equally  to  the  second  as  to  the  first 
member  of  that  amendment.  If  he  should  be  asked  by 
M'hat  rule  of  construction  he  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  he 
would  answer,  if  the  amendment  contained  tiie  word  ex- 
pressly in  tlic  first  member  of  it,  it  would  be  understood  as 
belonging  equally  to  the  second.  Thus,  *«  the  powers  not 
(expressly)  delegated  to  Uie  United  States  by  the  consti- 
U(tion,  nor  (expressly)  prohibited  by  it  to  the  SUtes,"  &c. 
Thus,  if  the  absence  of  the  term  enlarges  the  first  member 
of  the  amendment,  it  operates  an  eqinl  enlargement  of  tlie 
second;  and  this  shows,  that,  so  nr  as  the  amendment  is 
concerned,  it  places  the  constitution  precisely  on  tbe  foot- 
ing of  tlie  second  article  of  confederation  as  to  the  power 
conferred  on  the  Govemment  by  either.  If  he  had  shown 
(and  he  thought  he  had  done  so)  that  the  treaty-making 
power  did  not  apply  to  Indians  within  a  State,  either  un- 
der the  confederation  of  the  present  constitution,  neither 
can  the  power  contended  for  be  derived  from  the  clause 
of  the  constitution  which  confei-s  the  commercial  power. 
The  same  clause  which  relates  to  the  regulatiMi  of  com- 


merce with  foreign  nations,  also  prescribes  by  whom  it 
shall  be  regulated  among  the  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  In  the  view  which  he  had  presented,  it  would  be 
obvious  that  a  provision  respecting  Indians  would  not  hare 
been  necessary,  and  he  had  no  doubt  would  not  have  been 
adopted,  if  there  had  not  been  such  tribes  residing  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  States.  But  whether  his  opinion  be  cor- 
rect or  not,  the  advocates  of  Indian  rights  cannot  shelter 
themselves  under  this  power,  without  subverting  the  rigbti 
of  the  States^  and  converting  this  confederation  into  a  coc« 
solidated  Govemment.  For  if  the  terms  of  the  grant  gife 
to  the  Federal  Govemment  exchisivejurlsdiction  over  the 
Indians,  they  give  jurisdiction  equally  exchiuve  over  tbe 
States;  for  they  are  precisely  of  the  same  import  in  reh- 
tion  to  each.  But  it  may  not  be  improper  to  refer  to  tbe 
operation  of  the  power,  not  only  the  power  but  tbe  right 
of  the  States,  in  making  up  their  representative  numbers, 
to  include  Indians  who  are  taxed;  for  the  exckision  of  In- 
dians not  taxed  is  a  clear  inclusion  of  those  who  are  taxed. 
He  did  not  know  that  any  Indians,  in  any  one  of  the  States 
had  been  taxed  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, or  even  since;  but  it  conveys  an  undoubted  right  so 
to  tax  them.  If  this  high  sovereign  power  of  taxation  wkj 
be  exercised  over  them,  in  what  particular,  then,  canthqr 
be  exempted  from  any  and  every  act  of  sovereignty  which 
a  State  may  rightfully  exercise  over  her  white  inhabitants.' 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  laid  great  stres 
on 'the  obligation  of  treaties  with  the  Indians.  He  did  not 
intend  to  say  that  they  were  without  obligation  in  some 
form  upon  this  Govemment.  What  he  meant  to  say,  was, 
that  no  treaty  with  the  Indians,  or  others,  can  convey  awaj 
the  soil,  or  trammel  the  constitutional  sovorcignty  of  a 
State,  both  which  consequences  would  follow  that  gende- 
man's  interpretation  of  them. 

Georgia  had  not  acquiesced  in  what  she  considered  the 
usurpations  of  the  Feoeral  Government,  asgrovringoutof 
its  contracts  with  Indian  tribes.  He  had  already  adverted 
to  the  protest,  in  1787,  against  the  treaties  of  Hopewdl 
and  Galphinton,  and  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  similar,  but  more  elaborate  and  detailed  pR)- 
test,  adopted  on  the  9th  of  February,  1797,  against  Ac 
treaties  before  mentioned,  and  all  others  since  made  with 
the  different  tribes,  including  the  treaty  of  Colcrain,  con- 
cluded with  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  summer  of  ^'^^' 

Althougli  this  remonstrance  did  not  prevent  the  ratifi- 
cation of  Uie  treaty  of  Colenun,  it  led  to  tiic  adoption  of 
a  proviso,  to  which  he  would  refer.  It  provides  that  the 
treaty  should  not  "affect  any  clwm  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
giatotiie  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  land  therein  s« 
apart  for  military  or  trading  posts,  or  to  give  to  the  United 
States,  without  the  consent  ef  the  said  State,  any  nght  tt 
the  soil,  or  to  the  exclusive  legislation  over  Uie  same,  w 
any  otiief  right  tiian  that  of  establishing  trading  posts  with- 
in  the  Indian  territory  mentioned  in  those  articles,  as  long 
as  the  frontier  of  Georgia  may  require  tiiose  esjabbrt 
mcnts.*'  From  that  period  until  the  compact  of  18w, 
there  seems  to  have  been  no  other  exercise  of  power  by 
the  United  States  with  the  Indians  in  Georgia,  no' P^Jf} 
on  her  part  against  it.  By  that  compact,  Georgia  ccdrt 
a  large  portion  of  her  territory,  and  the  United  States  ccdea 
to  her  all  "claim  to  soil  and  jurisdiction"  witiiin  the  himts 
which  the  State  then  reserved  for  her  own  use. 

But  he  dill  not  place  tiie  tiUe  of  Georgia  on  the  term 
of  that  compact.  It  stood  on  higher  ™und.  It  vas  de- 
rived from  the  declaration  of  Independence,  as  he  bad  ^ 
ready  demonstrated.  He  had  referred  to  the  compsct,  w 
meet  objections  which  might  arise  in  the  mind  of  aiq^ 
^ntieman  who  might  not  agree  with  him  in  placing  wi 
title  on  the  gi^und  assumed  by  him.  ^ 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  accuses  G^J?^ 
of  violating  the  intercourse  law  of  1802,  and  the  In- 
dent of  countenancing  its  infraction  by  her.  By  tiiat  » 
it  is  distinctly  provided  that  Indian  commuiuties,  vf 
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rounded  by  a  white  population^  shall  be  excluded  from  its 
operation.     Why  was  this  done,  if  the  States,  respective- 
ly, within  which  they  resideil,  had  not,  and  did  not  exer- 
cise jurisdiction  over  them?    It  was  impossible  to  airive 
at  any  Other  conclusion.     But  it  was  of  some  importance 
to  compare  t]ie  dates  of  that  law  with  the  date  of  the  com- 
pact of  1802.     The  law  was  passed  on  the  30th  of  March, 
and  the  compact  was  entered  into  on  the  24th  of  April 
following.     If,  theft,  in  any  view  of  the  subject.  Congress 
had  the  power  to  except  certain  Indian  communities  from 
the  operation  of  the  law,  was  it  not  equally  fair,  by  sur- 
rendering all  claim  to  soil  and  sovereignty  witliin  certain 
limits  to  Georgia,  that  the  Indians  within  those  limits  should 
be  excluded  from  tlie  operation  of  the  law?    The  gentle- 
man has  objected  to  the  compact  with  Georgia,  as  uncon- 
stitutional.   Do^s  he  forget  that  new  States  may  be  formed 
out  of  parts  of  those  already  existing,  providea  they  give 
their  consent?     And  does  lie  not  know  that  such  consent 
is  not  only  given  by  G«oreia,  but  given  in  the  form  of  a 
requisition  on  the  Federal  Government?    But,  perhaps, 
the  gentleman  considers  the  compact  fair  enough  in  what- 
ever the  General  Government  gains  by  it,  and  only  unfair 
as  its  provisions  may  operate  favorably  to  Georgia.     The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  told  us  that  tne  Chero- 
kee  Government  was  adopted  on  the  sug^stion  made  to 
their  chiefs  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1808  or '9;  but  does  he 
not  remember  tliat  no  State  can  be  formed  within  the 
limits  of  another  but  by  its  consent?    But  suppose  it  be 
conceded  that  the  Cherokee  is  a  foreign  Government  ex- 
isting within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  what  consequence 
would  follow?    That  the  Federal  Government  would  be 
bound  to  remove  it.     What  is  there  to  restrain  such  a 
Government  to  the  republican  form?    And  yet  every  one 
knows  that  the  constitution  guaranties  to  every  State  a 
republican  form  of  Government,     Then  can  any  otlier 
exist  within  the  limits  of  a  State?    Most  certainly  not. 

^Ir.  H.  said  it  was  entirely  unnecessary  for  him  to  go 
into  a  detail  of  ihe  various  recommendations  of  successive 
Presidents  on  this  subject     It  was  well  known  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  looked  to  the  ultimate  location  of  Uie  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi.     If  he  was  notgreaUy  mistaken, 
Ihat  entered  as  a  motive  into  the  purcliase  of  Louisiana. 
He  believed  there  might  now  be  found  an  act  in  the  statute 
bo5k,  passed  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeffej-son, 
looking  to  that  object  The  recommendation  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, and  the  course  of  Mr.  Adams  on  this  subject,  must  be 
known  to  every  one.     The  act  of  the  lasfsession,  com- 
monly called  the  Indian  bill,  was  but  in  conformity,  so  far 
as  it  concerned  the  Cherokees^  with  a  treaty  made  with 
the  western  portion  of  that  tribe  by  TOr.  Adams,  in  May, 
1828.      Mr.   ri.  said  he  knew  that  treaty  looked  to  the 
emigration  of  the  Cherokces,  and  he  also  knew  that  ap- 
ijropriationa  for  that  object  then  had  the  support  of  the 
ikonorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  his  friends 
now  acting  with  him,  in  opposition  to  a  policy  which  can, 
in  no  sense,  be  considered  in  any  other  light  but  extend- 
ing" and  carrying  out  the  policy  of  Mr.  Adams.     The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  chooses  to  find  fault  with  the 
country  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  the  Cherokee 
Indians.     Mr.  H.  said,  for  his  part,  he  had  received  the 
most  satisfactory  information  on  that  subject     His  iufor- 
Tnation  was  derived  from  one  of  the  most  intelligent  red 
men  he  had  ever  seen,  a  man  belonging  to  tlie  Cherokees 
of  the  West.     But  it  could  only  be  necessary  to  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  the  provisions  in  favor  of  the  intruders  on  Lo\'e- 
Jy 's  purchase,  a  part  of  the  territory  ceded  by  the  treaty 
of  1828  to  the  Cherokees,  to  show  that  it  was  any  thing 
but  unproductive  and  undesirable.    If  he  recollected  the 
terms  of  the  law  on  the  subject,  it  gave  to  each  head  of 
a  family'  of  intruders  a  pre-emption  to  half  a  section  of 
land  as  an  equivalent  for  the  inconvenience  of  removing 
from    the  country  on  which  he  had  intruded^     But  the 
fionomblo  gfentleman  finds  fault  with  the  Governor  of 
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Georgia  for  notifying  the  Cherokees  and  others  within  the 
territory  claimed  by  them  within  the  limits  of  tlie  State, 
that  the  laws  of  Georgia  would  be  or  were  extended  over 
that  territory,  on  and  af\er  the  1st  day  of  June,  1830. 

He  would  not  enter  into  any  inquiries  about  the  procla- 
mations tlien  issued.  He  would  only  say  l^  had  no  doubt 
they  were  issued  with  the  best  intentions  towards  the 
parties  concerned.  Nor  has  he  been  sparing  of  his  censure 
upon  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Governor 
of  Georgia,  for  tlie  manner  in  which  they  have  treated  in- 
truders on  tlie  gold  lands  lying  within  that  State,  and  claim- 
ed by  the  Cherokee  Indians.  If  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman, he  represented  the  President  and  the  Governor  as 
alone  solicitous  to  prevent  the  Cherokees  from  digginr 
gold.  If  he  was  correct  in  this  understanding,  he  could 
tell  the  honorable  gentleman  that  he  was  great^'  mistaken. 
The  instructions  of  the  Governor  to  the  agent  sent  by  him 
to  the  Cherokee  nation  last  summer,  and  the  manner  of 
their  execution,  go  to  show  that  it  was  intended  to  remove 
the  gold  diggers  of  every  character  and  description  what- 
soever. More  than  this,  so  &r  as  the  citizens  of  Georgia 
were  concerned  in  tliat  business,  it  was  a  well  known  fact, 
that  they,  in  a  fonpal  manner,  expressed  their  readiness 
to  abandon  it,  provided  the  white  men  from  other  States, 
and  the  Indians,  should  be  resti-ained  from  digging  gold. 
Their  view  of  the  subject  was  a  rational  and  correct  one. 
While  ihej,  afler  being  warned  of  the  consequences^ 
neither  de«red  to  embarrass  the  Government  of  Georgia, 
nor  this  Government,  they  said  this  precious  metal  is  the 
common  property  of  Georgia.  We  are  her  citizens,  and 
why  should  not  we  have  part  of  it,  while  the  citizens  of 
other  States  and  the  Indians  are  dividing  it  among  them? 
We  know  that  it  has  been  solemnly  decided  bv  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  that  Georgia  nas  a  freehold 
right  to  all  tlie  land  occupied  by  Indians  within  her  limits. 
Nor  is  it  unreasonable,  whatever  possessory  right  may  be 
held  by  another,  that  the  owner  of  the  freehold  should 
prevent  the  commission  of  waste  by  any  other  person. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not  suppose  it  necessary  to  state 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  the  principles  which  gorem 
freehold  right.  Tlie  gentleman  has  seen  fit  to  arraign, 
with  much  censure,  the  law  of  Georgia  which  extends  to 
a  Cherokee  the  right  to  absolve  himself  from  an  obliption 
entered  into  with  a  white  man,  while  no  such  option  is  ex- 
tended to  the  white  man.  And  is  it  possible  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  will  not  understana  the  intention  of  that 
law  ?  Does  he  not  see  in  it  the  same  benevolent  purpQM 
which  dictates  a  similar  principle  in  relation  to  infants? 
It  is  impossible  to  give  any  other  construction  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  has  not  permitted  the  con- 
duct of  Georgia  to  pass  without  severe  reprehension  for 
passing  an  act  at  the  last  session  of  her  Legislature,  for  the 
survey  of  the  lands  occupied  by  the  Cherokees  within  her 
limits.  To  enforce  hia  pathetic  appeal,  he  Iml  read,  with 
much  emphxisis,  an  extract  from  a  letter  published  ^t  one 
of  the  newspapers  of  Augusta,  in  Georgia.  Mr.  H.  re- 
gretted that  the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  fiivored  ua 
with  the  name  of  the  writer  of  that  letter.  A  knowledge 
of  that  name  might  enable  him  to  unravel  the  motive  with 
which  it  had  been  written.  Although  he  had  an  opinion 
who  did  write  that  letter,  yet  he  would  not  impute  motives 
to  the  supposed  autlior  upon  suspicion  only.  He,  too, 
could  read  extracts  from  letters  having  responsible  names-— 
not  printed  and  anonymous — ^letters  from  men  well  known, 
and  of  high  respectability,  in  Georgia — ^letters  going  to  shov 
that  in  the  proposed  suryey  ana  occupancy  of  the  wild 
lands  in  the  Cherokee  country,  sq  called,-  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  molest  the  occupants.  Indeed,  the  very  section 
of  the  law  which  had  been  read  by  the  lionorable  gentle- 
man shows,  most  conclusively,  no  other  intention*  Nor 
was  it  designed  only  to  afford  a  feigned  protection  to  them- 
selves, their  families,  and  such  imprpveipenta  as,  accord* 
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ing  to  the  former  opinions  of  Mr.  J.  Q,  Adams,  could  give 
an  Indian  title.  ^  He  referred  from  memory  to  an  anniver- 
sary oration  delivered  bv  tliat  gentleman,  some  years  ago, 
in  commemoration  of  the  lan£nr  of  the  pilgrims  at  Ply- 
mouth. Then  is  there  one  rule  lor  estimating  Indian  title 
when  it  conflicts  with  the  interest  of  the  pilgrims  or  their 
descendants,  and  another  rule  for  Georgia?  But,  he  sud, 
he  well  knew  at  least  one  prominent  motive  which  ^ 
verned  some  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  of  Geor^, 
who  made  most  strenuous  exertions  for  the  immediate 
survey  and  occupancy  of  the  wild  lands  in  the  Cherokee 
country.  He  knew  this,  because  they  were  of  the  number 
of  his  particular  friends. 

Indeed,  it  is  a  motive  which  would  then  have  operated, 
and  would  now  operate,  on  his  own  mind,  if  he  was  a 
member  of  that  Legislature.  It  was  that  the  laws  of 
Georj^a  might  operate  on  the  Cherokee  Indians;  not  with 
a  desire  to  coerce  their  removal,  but  as  they  were  under 
the  rightful  jurisdiction  of  the  State,  that  jurisdiction 
might  be  exercised  over  them.  The  honorable  gentleman 
asks,  if  a  citizen  from  another  State  should  go  to  sojourn 
at  Savannah,  would  a  law  of  Georgia  be  tolerated,  which 
required  of  him  to  take  an  oatii  of  allegiance  to  her?  And 
yet,  the  gentleman  says,  it  is  equally  unjust  to  require 
such  an  oath  of  a  citizen  who  may  reside  among  the  Che- 
rokee Indians.  Csnnot  the  gentleman  see  a  marked  dif- 
ference in  the  two  cases?  Savannah  bein^  a  community 
acknowledging  the  Government  ,of  Georgia,  such  a  law 
would  be  unreasonable  in  relation  to  her.  But  not  so  in 
the  Cherokee  country;  there  an  independent  Government 
is  pretended  to  be  set  up,  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of 
Georgia.  And  is  it  wonderful  that  she  should  require 
white  men  who  go  there  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
her?  Most  certainly  not.  But  of  all  the  objections  taken 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  it  is,  perhaps,  most  unfortu- 
nate for  him  that  he  should  have  selected  the  case  of  Tas- 
sels for  the  theme  of  his  eloquencc^ — ^Tassels,  who,  nobody 
denies,  was  guilfy  of  murder  on  a  man  of  his  own  tribe! 
But  the  high  offence  of  Georgia,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman, consists  in  her  disobedience  to  toe  citation  of  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.  Let  us  examine  into 
the  power  of  that  officer  to  issue  and  enforce  that  precept. 
But,  before  doing  so,  he  would  take  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  honorable  gentieman  to  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Massachusetts  in  1793,  before  the  eleventh  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  had  been  adopted,  and  when  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  was  as  broad  as  origin- 
ally laid  down  in  the  second  section  of  the  third  article  of 
that  instrument,  and  this  under  circumstances  far  less 
strong  in  her  favor.  Does  the  gentleman  recollect  Uiat 
at  that  period  the  Supreme  Court  decided  that  it  had 
jurisdiction  of  a  cause  brought  before  it  by  an  individual 
against  the  State  of  Massachusetts?  And  does  he  not  know 
that  it  was  considered  of  sufficient  importance  by  Gover- 
nor Hancock--John  Hancock,  once  President  of  Con- 
Sress — to  require  him  to  convene  the  Legislature?  And 
oes  not  the  gentleman  recollect  the  principles  laid  down 
by  that  distingiushed  man,  as  it  regards  the  right  of  a 
people  to  examine  and  to  change  Uieir  form  of  govern- 
ment? But  Mr.  Hancock's  opinions  may  be  better  under- 
stood by  referring  to  the  languagpe  of  his  message  to  the 
Legislature,  in  September,  1793.  After  adverting  to  the 
cause  of  complaint,  he  says:  *'  The  idea  that  it  is  danger- 
'  ous  to  examine  s^rstems  of  government,  and  to  compare 
'  the  effects  of  their  administration  with  the  principles  on 
'  which  they  are  raised,  is  inadmissible  among  a  free  peo- 
'ple.  If  the  people  are  capable  of  practising  on  a  free 
*^vemment,  they  are  able,  without  disorders  or  convul- 
'  sions,  to  examine,  alter,  and  amend  the  systems  which 

*  they  have  ordained.  And  it  is  of  |^flt  consequence  to 
'  the  freedom  of  a  nation  to  review  its  civil  constitution, 
'  and  to  compare  the  practice  under  it  with  the  principles 

•  upon  which  it  depends.    The  tendepcy.  of  every  raea- 


'  sure,  and  the  effect  of  every  precedent,  ougiit  to  b« 
'  scrupulously  attended  to  and  critically  examined.  Th'n 
'  is  the  bu^ness  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  ud 
'  can  never  be  by  them  confided  to  any  other  persons. 

*<The  great  object  presented  to  us  by  our  poUticil 
'situation  is,  the  support  of  the  General  Government,  the 
'  giving  force  and  efficacy  to  its  functions,  without  de« 
'stroying  the  powers  which  the  people  intended  to  vest 

*  and  to  reserve  in  the  State  Governments. 

<*  A  consolidation  of  all  the  States  into  one  Government 

*  would  at  once  endanger  the  nation  as  a  republic,  lod 

*  eventually  divide  the  States  united,  or  eradicate  the  prio- 
'  ciples  which  we  have  contended  for. 

*<  It  is  much  less  hazardous  to  prevent  the  establishment 

<  of  a  dangerous  precedent,  than  to  attempt  an  abolition  of 
*it  after  it  has  obtained  a  place  in  a  civil  institution." 

How  different  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  that  lugb* 
souled  patriot  from  tiiose  who,  at  this  day,  consider  tbe 
Union  endangered  by  a  proposition  to  repeal  a  single  sec- 
tion of  a  law !  When  it  is  recollected  that  Governor  Han- 
cock survived  but  a  few  weeks  afler  this  meisage  wu 
written,  it  requires  no  stretch  of  imagination  to  consider 
it  his  political  testament,  containing  the  most  solemn  wrt- 
ings  to  coming  generations.  He  was  not  so  fortunate  u 
to  have  laid  his  hand  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Legish* 
ture,  in  consequence  of  the  message  to  which  he  h»l  ad- 
verted. Within  a  few  weeks  afler  it  was  written.  Governor 
Hancock  ceased  to  live,  and  the  executive  functions  de- 
volved on  the  venerable  patriot  Samuel  Adams,  as  liea- 
tenant  Governor.  Nor  had  he  been  able  to  refer  to  a 
communication  subsequently  made  by  Governor  Adaini 
to  the  Governors  of  the  other  States;  but  there  could  be 
litde  difficulty  in  striving  at  its  import,  and  the  character 
of  the  legislative  proceedings  to  which  it  referred,  by  a 
moment's  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Georgia,  under  date  of  the  IStb  of 
December,  1793.  That  the  subject  might  be  the  better 
understood,  he  would  refer  to  them. 

••  A  communication   from  his  Excellency  Gorcmor 

*  Adams,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  was  ordered 

<  to  lie  on  the  table,  being  taken  under  consideration,  a 
'  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Watkuis  that  the  House  do  coise 
'to  the  following  resolution: 

"  Euolvtd^  That  this  House  do  highly  approTC  of  the 
'measures  taJcen  by  the  Legiskturc  of  the  Sute  of  Massa- 
'chusetts,  in  the  case  of  an  attempt  to  compel  the  Execu- 
'  tive  of  that  State,  by  mandatory  process,  to  answer  to  a 
•suit  instituted  by  an  individual  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
« the  United  States;  that  the  Governor  do  answer  the  cob- 
'munication  of  Governor  Adams  on  that  subject,  exprefi* 
•ing  the  great  objects  which  stimulated  similar  exertioi* 

*  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  guard  her  retained  sovcreip*- 
<ty;  and  that  this  State  has,  and  will  at  all  times  nuun- 

*  tain  and  support  such  sovereignty  against  every  iiifractioo 

*  of  her  most  sacred  rights." 

This  resolution  passed  the  House.  But  it  nrught  be 
proper  fbr  him  to  state  some  facts  and  references  con- 
nected willi  the  case  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  in 
which  a  similar  attempt  had  been  made  to  enforce  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the  suit  of  an  indi- 
vidual against  the  State  of  Georgia. 

This  was  the  case  of  Chisholm,  executor  of  Farquhar, 
ag^nst  the  State  of  Georgia.  And  here  he  woujd  refer 
to  a  section  of  a  bill  which  passed  the  House  of  Ikpre- 
sentatives  of  Georgia  on  the  21st  of  December,  1793. 
The  section  reads: 

*'And  be  it  fiaiker  enacted.  That  any  federal  inarshalf 

*  or  any  other  person,  levying,  or  attempting  to  levy,  on 

*  the  territory  of  this  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  on  the 

*  treasury,  or  any  other  property  belonging  to  the  swd 

*  State,  or  on  the  property  of  tlie  Governor  or  Attorney 

*  General,  or  any  of  the  people  thereof,  under  and  by 

*  virtue  of  any  execution,  or  other  compulsory  procesi, 
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*  issuing  out  of  or  by  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
•the  United  States,  or  any  other  court  having  juris(Uction 

*  under  their  authority,  or  which  may  at  any  period  here- 
'  afVer,  under  the  constitutioYi  of  the  United  States  as  it 

*  now  stands,  be  constituted,  for  or  in  behalf  of  the  said 

*  befbrementioned  Alexander  Chisholm,  executor  of  Ro- 

*  bert  Farquhar,  or  for  or  in  behalf  of  any  other  person  or 

*  persons  whatever,  for  the  payment  or  recovery  of  any 
'  debt,  or  pretended  debt,  or  claim,  against  the  said  State 

*  of  Georgia,  shall  be,  and  he  or  they  attempting^  to  levy, 
■  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  guilty  of  felony, 
'and  shall  suffer  death,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  by 
•being  hanged." 

This  bill  also  passed  the  House.  Upon  any  fur  inter- 
pretation, no  one  can  deny  that  Massachusetts  and  Georgia 
made  common  cause  in  resisting  the  power  th\is  assumed 
over  tliera  by  the  Supreme  Court.  It  might  be  an  inte- 
resting-subject of  inquiry  why  they  differ  so  widely  in  tlie 
case  of  Tassels.     But  comment  was  unnecessary. 

If,  he  said,  there  was  so  much  excitement  produced 
then  by  the  attempt  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  exercise  this 
power  over  the  States,  (for  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
amendments  was  not  adopted  by  Congress  until  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  and  doubtless  adopted  in  conseqtience  of 
that  excitement,)  why  should  it  be  wondered  at  that 
Georgia  should  resist  the  attempt  to  exercise  the  same 
power,  when  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  has 
been' si  nee  so  much  narrowed  by  the  ratification  of  that 
amendment^    But  General  Washington  was  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Federal  Government — a  man  not  likely  to  be 
moved  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty-  and  yet  history 
does  not  record  (or,  if  it  does,  he  is  ignorant  of  itj  any 
evidence  of  his  liaving  considered  the  proceedings  of'^Mas- 
sachusetts  rebellious  or  traitorous,  or  treated  them  accord- 
ing^ly.     Nor  has  the  same  history  dared  to  cast  a  shade 
upon  the  pure  patriotism  of  John  Hancock  and  Samuel 
Adams,  or  branded  the  name  of  either  witli  rebel  or  trai- 
tor, in  consequence  of  this  transaction.     But  it  has  been 
admitted  that  there  was  no  power  to  enforce  the  citation 
In  the  case  of  Tassels^  that  citation  not  operating  as  a  su- 
persedeas of  the  judgment  against  him.     How  idle,  then, 
to  accuse  Georgia  of  resisting  the  authority  of  tlie  Supreme 
Court,^  when  the  respiting  power  of  her  Governor,  exer- 
cised in  favor  of  the  condemned  murderer,  could  alone 
have  given  efficacy  to  the  summons  of  the  Chief  Justice. 
But  a  sense  of  self-respect  would  not  permit  him,  what- 
ever might  be  his  feelings,  to  make  any  further  comment 
on  the  citation,  as  it  regarded  the  propne^  or  impropriety 
of  tlie  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  high  functionary  by 
whom  it  was  issued.     As  it  respected  the  powers  now 
possessed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  on  otner  subjects 
connected  with  that tiibunal,  he  had  weU  settled  opinions, 
which  time  and  other  circumstances  might  afford  him  a 
more  proper  opportunity  to  express.     He  thought  that 
he  had  shown  that  in  no  particular  had  the  State  of  Geor- 
g^a  gone  further  in  resisting  the  citation  in  tlie  case  of 
Xassels,  than  both  she  and  Massachusetts  had  done  in  1793. 
But  he  had  a  further  reply  to  offer  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  the 
Cherokee  murderer. 

It  was  well  known  that,  in  a  case  involving  the  crimi- 
nal jurisdiction  over  the  country  occupied  by  the  Chero- 
kees,  as  early  as  the  spring  of  1830,  upon  the  arraignment 
at  Hall  superior  court  of  certain  Cherokees  for  the  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  Georgia,  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  was  filed,  solenmly  argued,  and  the  plea  as  so- 
lemnly^overrulcd  by  the  court. 

In  the  month  of  September,  of  the  same  year.  Tassels 
was  arraigned  for  trial.  But  what  was  the  course  pursued 
by  the  court  on  that  occasion  ?  Was  the  accused  denied 
the^  benefit  of  the  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
which  had  been  solemnly  overruled  at  the  preceding  term? 
Sa.      The  plea  was  permitted  to  be  filed,  and,  instead  of 


proceeding  to  immediate  argument,  overruling  the  plea 
again,  and  trial  of  the  accused,  the  judge  adjourned 
the  court  for  several  weeks,  to  allow  counsel  to  be 
heard  before  the  convention  of  judges  at  Milledgeville. 
The  plea  was  there  elaborately  re-argued  by  the  counsel 
for  the  Indian,  and  overruled  by  the  unanimous  decision 
of  the  j  udges.  Does  this  lodk  like  bloodthirstineas  on  the 
part  of  Georgia  towards  the  Cherokee  Indians?'  Most 
certainly  it  shows  the  contrary. 

The  decision  pronounced  by  the  convention  of  judges 
had  been  published  in  a  number  of  newspapers,  how 
many  he  could  not  say;  but  this  he  could  say,  that  ht 
had  not  yet  met  with  aiw  attempt  to  overturn  it  in  any  of 
the  papers  which  had  fallen  under  his  observation.  Nor 
did  he  believe  it  could  be  overturned.  That  opinion  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  ground  that  the  Cherokees  were  not  an 
independent  people;  and  among  the  arguments  presented 
by  it,  the  court  had  properly  adverted  to  tiie  course  pursued 
by  the  Pederal  Government  towards  the  Indians  in  sup- 
port of  their  position.  They  showed  most  conclusively 
that  the  commercial  power  had  never  been  exercised  to- 
wards them  in  the  most  usual  manner  of  exercising  it  to- 
wards '*  foreign,  sovereign,  independent  nations."  Nor 
was  the  difference  less  striking  in  all  the  wars  which  tliis 
Government  had  carried  on  against  them. 

Bvery  one  knows  that  Congress  alone  has  the  power  to 
declare  war.  But  can  a  single  declaration  of  war  against 
an  Indian  tribe  be  found  upon  the  statute  book^ 

What  docs  this  prove,  if  it  does  not  prove  most  incon- 
testibly  that,  however,  in  its  intercourse  with  the  Indians, 
the  Federal  Government  has  occasionally  interfered  with 
the  rightful  powers  of  the  States,  it  has  never  considered 
the  Indian  tribes  as  sovereign  and  independent  States? 

He  said  he  might  have  adverted  to  various  opinions  of 
distinguished  men  in  support  of  die  doctrines  he  had  pre- 
sented to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  but  he  preferred 
relying  on  constitutional  principles  to  the  opinion  of  any 
man'  or  set  of  men  whatsoever.  There  were  many  points 
embraced  by  the  remarks  of  tlie  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  to  which  he  had  not  advei'ted.  But*  for  his 
part,  he  did  not  consider  it  necessary. 

He  thought  he  had  sufficiently  shown  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion clahned  by  Georgia  over  the  Cherokee  Indians  was  her 
unalienated  and  unidienable  right;  and  having  that  right, 
as  he  thought  be  had  sufficiently  shown,  if,  in  its  exercise, 
it  had  been  or  should  be  necessary,  it  was  within  her  con- 
stitutional competency  to  settle  her  white  population  on 
the  wild  lands  m  the  country  inhabited  by  tnem. 

But  let  it  not  be  understood  that,  in  any  thing  he  had 
uttered,  he  had  admitted  the  rigiit  of  this  Government  to  in- 
terfere with  the  constitutional  right  of  C3eorg^a  to  govern 
the  people,  and  to  dispose  of  the  lands  within  her  limits. 
In  the  exercise  of  those  rights,  he  trusted  she  always  would 
exercise  as  she  had  heretofore  exercised  them,  with  a  just 
regfard  to  what  was  due  her  own  character. 

In  presenting  these  observations,  he  hoped  he  had  not 
overstepped  the  pledge  he  had  given  at  the  outset.  As 
he  had  refrained  from  going  into  a  detailed  defence  of 
Georgia  against  the  various  accusations  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  so  he  had  abstained  from  an  dabo- 
rate  attempt  to  defend  the  present  administration  of  the 
Federal  Government.  But  it  must  not  be  considered  that 
he  had  declined  doine  so  Iroro  any  apprehended  diflicultv 
of  such  a  task.  But  he  was  aware  that  he  should  be  fol- 
lowed by  friends  who  would  more  than  supply  any  thing 
and  every  thing  which  he  had  omittted. 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  next  addressed  the  House,  and 
stated  upon  prdbfi  which,  as  he  observed,  were  satisfac- 
tory to  him,  that  the  great  majority  of  the  Cherokees 
were  in  the  most  squalid  and  miserable  condition;  no  fur- 
ther advance  in  civuization,  or  in  the  arts  of  social  life, 
than  their  ancestors  of  a  century'  ago.  It  was  not  tlie  red 
men  who  were  benefited  under  the  present  system,  but 
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1  Bome  twenty  or  tliirty  wUitet  who  had  insinuated  them- 
j  selves  into  the  confidence  of  the  Indians,  and  who,  ioge- 
I   ther  with  tlie  half-breeds,  controlled  the  whole  tribe,  and 
I    acquired  wealth  at  the  expense  of  those  for  whose  welfare  so 
\    many  philanthropic  wishes  were  expressed  in  the  House. 
I     lie  deplored  the  revllings  and  denunciations  tliat  had  oo- 
{    curred  during  the  discusuons  of  this  question,  and  dcpre- 
'     cated  t))e  spirit  of  bigotry  in  whlcli  they  had  tJieir  origin. 
I     The  people  of  Georgia  would  rather  suiter  military  execu- 
I     tion  than  recede  from  their  expressed  detcrminution  to 
I     sustain  their  laws;  and  would  those  who,  from  party  feel- 
ing, pressed  this  measure  forward  at  the  awful  risk  of  pro- 
ducing a  civil  war,  persist  in  a  course  which,  while  it  en- 
croached upon  the  honor  of  the  President,  aiul  tlie  spirit 
of  tlie  constitution,  placed  the  coiuttry  upon  the  brink  of 
an  intestine  commotion?    AAcr  some  further  remarks, 
Mr.  B.,  who  was  in  a  state  of  exhaustion  from  \\\e  effects 
.     of  ill  health,  at  the  request  of  his  friends,  suspended  liis 
\    remarks  until  the  subject  should  again  came  up. 


TUXSDAT,  FSBBVABT  23. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  23d  December  "to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  that  dollars  of  the  New  American 
Governments,  and  five  franc  pecies,  shall  be  a  legal  fender 
in  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands;  and,  also,  whe- 
ther any  additional  regulations  are  necessary  to  the  recoin- 
age  of' foreign  siher  coin  at  the  mint,"  made  a  long  and 
detailed  report,  accompanied  by  a  bUl  regulating  the  value 
of  foreign  silver  cmns  within  the  United  States.  The  bill 
and  report  were  committed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 
the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  also  made  a  long  and 
detailed  report  thereon,  accompanied  with  an  amendment 
to  tlie  said  bill;  which  report  and  bill  were  also  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  three  thonsand  addi- 
tional copies  of  these  reports  were  ilirected  to  be  printed 
fxse  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Hotise. 

COMMERCE  ON  THE  LAKES. 

tax*  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
foreign  and  coasting  trade  on  the  Northern  and  Nortli west- 
ern frontier  of  the  United  States,  reported  tlie  same  with 
an  amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  after  some  expbiiiatory  remarks, 
moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  » third  reading. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  llLN'nKG- 
TON,  as  the  bill  contained  a  number  of  complex  provi- 
sions, desired  time  to  examine  it. 

The  bill  was  further  expUined  and  its  expediency  ad- 
vocated by  Messrs.  CAMBRELENG,  HOFFMAN,  and 
'  SWIFT;  when  (with  the  consent  of  Messrs.  Pavib  and 
Huxtxxotok)  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed*  and  read  a 
tliird  time  on  Thursday  next. 

oil  motion  of  Mr.  CARSON,  it  was 

lUaoioedt  That  two  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  on  the  establisliment  of  assay 
offices  in  tlie  gold  region  of  the  Suutli,  be  printed  fur  the 
use  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

IMPORTERS  OF  FOREIGN  GOODS. 

The  engrossed  bill  **fur  the  relief  uf  certain  importers 
of  foreign  meichandise,''  was  read  a  third  time,  and  put 
on  its  passage. 

Mr.  HUNTINGTON  observed  tliat  the  bill,  in  his  opi. 
nion,  required  amendment,  and  suggested,  that  instead  pf 
moving  its  recommitment,  he  would  submit  to  the  House 
at)  amendment  to  it  in  the  form  of  a  proviso,  wliicli,  by 
unanimous  consent,  he  v/ould  move  should  be  now  receiv- 


explained  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  of  the  proviso  to  it 
which  he  proposed,  and  was  as  follows: 

'*  Provided,  also.  That  no  person  sliall  be  entitled  to  the 
relief  authorized  to  be  given  by  this  act,  who,  by  tlie  ex- 
ercise of  reasonable  diligence,  by  himself,  or  liis  igti\% 
factors,  or  correspondents,  could  have  complied  with  the 
provis  ons  of  the  said  third  section  of  said  act^  aiMl  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  require  and  receive  satis- 
factory evidence  from  every  person  cbunKng  tlie  benefits 
of  tills  act,  that  such  diligence  has  been  used,  and  that  he 
has  acted  bona  fide,  and  without  any  intent  to  violate  or 
evade  the  provisions  of  said  tliird  section,  before  Ue  shall 
grant  the  relief  herein  provided." 

The  House  unanimously  consented  to  the  courte  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  H. ;  and  the  bill,  with  the  proviso  proposed 
by  Mr.  H.,  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  Amos  Edwardt 
was  read  the. third  time,  and  the  considdfation  thereof  «ai 
postponed  Qntil  to-mori'ow. 

RELIEF  OF  LAND  PURCHASERS. 

The  House  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  tlie  bill  from 
the  Senate,  supplementary  to  an  act  of  the  31st  starch, 
1830,  for  tlie  reCef  of  the  purchasers  of  ptibtic  lands,  and 
for  tlie  suppression  of  fraudvdrnt  practices  at  the  public 
sales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States. 

When  thi»  biU  was  hist  under  conslderation^Mr.  IRVIK, 
of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section*  IhU 
motion  again  came  up  for  consideration;  when 

A  long  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  WICKLIFFE, 
HUNT,  TEST,  LEWIS,  VINTON,  McDUFFlE,  aid 
GRENNELL,  participated.     In  the  course  of  the  debate, 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  amend  the  said  second  sectioo; 
which  motion  being  agreed  to, 

Mr.  IRVIN  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
section. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  crgrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


WESTERN  ARMORY. 

Tlie  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
ftutlwrizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  select 
a  site  for  the  ei-ection  of  an  armory  on  tlie  Webtcro 
waters. 

Mr.  CHILTON  was  very  much  in  favor  of  an  anno^ 
on  tlie  Western  waters,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  thlsbifl. 
It  gave  too  much  discretion  and  patronage  to  the  Execu- 
tive} and,  if  tlic  bill  were  to  pass,  he  had  reason  to  fcir 
that  the  armory  would  not  be  located  in  tlie  atuatioo 
where,  in  his  opinion,  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  BLA1R»  of  Tennessee,  sa-d  that  he  would  supp'Vt 
the  bill  a»  reported  by  the  Military  committee,  not  be- 
cause it  was  what  it  sliouKl  have  been,  iiut  because  it 
was  tlie  best  tlut  could  be  bad  unc!er  existing  clrcun* 
stances.  S'r,  said  he,  I  found  this  proposition  before  tlie 
House,  eight  years  ago,  when  I  came  into  Congress^  and 
it  has  been  a  subject  of  controversy  ever  since.  I  hnf» 
myself,  said  he,  taken  such  part  in  this  controversy, »» 
perfectly  to  satisfy  my  mind  that  this  House  will  ne>tr 
agree  upon  its  location.  I  appeal  to  such  n.crobcr8  aaha^e 
been  here,  and  witnessed  the  progress  of  this  thing— ^i"* 
Ihey  believe  tKat  another  effort  would  be  less  fruiikis  than 
those  which  have  been  witnessed?  The  alternative  no* 
presented  is  to  take  this  bill,  and  trust  to  tlic  discretion  of 
the  E.\eciitive,  or  deprive  the  West  of  this  necessary  im- 
Iprovement  yet  a  little  longer.  I  have,  said  .Mr.  B.,  bet* 
astonished  to  hear  the  objection  to  this  bill,  tli&t  it  con- 
ferred patronage  on  the  President.  Wh;»t  pati-oiwg* 
That  of  discharging  an  irrevocable  duty,  in  the  discwr^ 
of  which  he  must  di»pleaae  some  fort^  or  fifty  ncigl''""" 
hoods,  in  giving  preference  to  one.     As  a  friend  t<»  tl* 


ed,  Kudincctpcratcd  into  the  bdl     Mr.  H.  tlicn  biiv  fly  President,  Mcie  I  to  cast  about  for  pairpiiSf  ei  ana  ipe 
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mcftns  of  seeking  popularit}',  this  should  be  the  last  expe- 
dient  with  me.  1  know,  said  he,  the  fearleM  independence 
of  the  President,  sjid  1  am  from  necessity  oblig^,  in  this 
case,  bv  my  vote,  to  cast  upon  him  that  responsibility 
from  which  he  will  not  shrink,  and  this  fruitless  conflict 
will  be  brought  to  a  closer  and  I  could  not  but  be  surprised 
to  hear  the  other  day,  when  this  subject  was  before  the 
House,  an  opinion  expressed  as  to  the  inutility  of  such 
establishment.  Sir,  he  could  forget,  in  a  few  short  years, 
the  scenes  of  the  last  war,  and  particularly  the  difficulties 
in  arratnj^  the  soldiery,  would  re<}uire  a  herald  to  notify 
him  of  his  beine  mortal.  1  perceiTe  that  the  part  of  the 
country  in  which  I  reside  was  not  singular,  and  less  pro- 
vided than  all  others.  Such  was  the  melancholy  fact 
there,  that,  to  sustMn  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  put 
into  the  hands  of  destitute  soldiers  the  implements  of  war, 
press  gangs  were  sent  abroad  to  invade  the  family  sanc- 
tuary, and  by  the  law  of  fbrce  was  the  owner  deprived 
of  his  arms.  And  now,  in  these  piping  times  of  peace, 
we  are  to  be  told  tliat  there  is  no  necessity  for  such  esta^ 
blishment  Sir,  1  am  admonished  at  thisslage  of  the  session, 
and  with  the  press  of  business  before  us,  that  I  cannot 
better  evince  my  friendship  to  this  measure,  than  by  with- 
holding further  debate.  I  must,  however,  indulge,  be- 
fore I  take  my  seat,  in  the  libertv  of  saying  that,  were  1 
not  admonished  that  it  would  tend  to  defeat  the  measure, 
I  would  prefer  eliciting  from  the  House  some  expression 
of  opinion,  that  necessarily  would  have  its  influence  on 
the  mture  location  of  this  armory;  I  am  flrmly  convinced 
of  the  justice  and  policy  of  giving  to  it  a  location  on  such 
Western  water  as  would  superseae  in  future  the  erection 
of  a  Southern  armory;  the  location  would  throw  it  on  a 
tributary  stream  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  within  the 
district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  Were  it 
now  proper  to  present  the  connderations  for  such  location, 
1  feel  very  confident  that  I  could  show  to  this  House  rea* 
sons  which  must  outweigh  any  others,  and,  as  regarded  as 
any  one  site,  woull  be  sufficient  to  ensure  success,  even 
in  this  House;  but  I  am  very  sure  they  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  convince  the  House,  when  some  thirty  or  forty 
others  were  brought  into  competition,  and  the  members 
interested  in  each  to  be  judges  between  them*  I  must, 
therefore,  insist  upon  the  passag^e  of  the  bill  as  a  dictate 
of  necessity,  and  entreat  its  friends  not  to  destroy  it  by 
provoking  discussion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  also  adverted  to  the  vain 
attempts  of  Congress,  for  sixteen  vears  past,  to  get  the 
object  through  in  any  different  mode,  and  urged  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  as  it  was,  or  all  hope  of  getting  an  armory 
might  be  given  up.  Congress  would  never  agree  on  the  site. 

Mr.  V ANC£  deemed  the  subject  so  well  understood, 
that  no  further  argument  could  promote  it;  and  he  entreat- 
ed all  who  were  friendly  to  the  bill  to  content  themselves 
with  voting,  lest  delay  might  dowhat  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  sought  to  do  by  argument 

Mr.  DENNY  ar^^ued  that  Congp*ess  was  competent  to 
decide  on  the  location  of  tiie  site,  and  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 
He  adverted  to  the  history  of  the  subject,  to  show  why 
Congress  had  not  agp-eed  heretofore,  and  referred  to  the 
various  surveys  made.     He  was  adverse  to  placing  so 
troublesome  and  needless  a  responsibility  on  the  President; 
and  proposed  at  once  to  settle  Uie  question,  as  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  settled,  by  moving  to  strike  out  the  clause 
authorizing  the  President  to  **  select  a  site  for  a  national 
armory  upon  the  Western  waters,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
cause  such  surveys  to  be  made  as  he  may  deem  necessa- 
ry," and  insert  the  following:  **  A  national  armory  upon 
the  Und  belonging  to  the  United  States  near  Pittsburg, 
or  upon  any  other  site  which  he  may  select  in  its  vicinity; 
or,  if  water  power  shall  be  preferred,  then  to  select  a  site 
for  the  said  armory,  at  the  falls  of  Big  Beaver,  in  Penn- 
sylran'a." 


The  previous  question  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  STAN- 
DEFBR,  and  was  seconded  by  a  majority  of  members 
present. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  by  wliich  Mr.  DsirirT's  amendment  was  set 
aside. 

And  the  main  question  being  put,  that  is,  *<  Shall  the 
bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time)"  it  was  cai'ried 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Y£AS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Arnold,  Baylor,  John  Blair, 
Boon,  Brodhead,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  Clay,  C<rieman, 
Coulter,  Crai^,  Crawford,  Creighton,  John  Davis,  Denny, 
Desha,  De  Witt,  Doddridge,  Draper,  Drayton,  Duncan, 
Findlay,  Finch,  Ford,  Fry,  Gaither,  ^Gtlmore,  Green, 
Gurley,  Hemphill,  Hinds,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Ihrie,  Thomas 
Irwin,  William  W.  Irvin,  Jennings,  Uichard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Kennon»  Kincaid,  Lea,  Leavitt,  Lecompte, 
Leiper,  Letcher^  Lyon,  Martindale,  McCreery,  Mclntire, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Overton,  Pettis,  Polk, 
Ramsey,  Sanfbrd,  Shields,  Semmes,  Sill,  Smith,  Speight, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Staadefer,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verplanck.  Vinton, 
Whittlesey,  C  P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  WUde,  Yan- 
cey.— 79, 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston, Angel,  Armstrong, 
Bailey,  Barnwell,  Barringer,  James  Bkir,  Brown,  Butman, 
Cahoon,  Campbell,  Carson,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Condict, 
Conner,  Cooper,  Crocheron,  Crowninshield^  Deberry, 
Dudley,  Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
Horace  Everett,  Foster,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Hoffman,  Howard,  Hughes,  Ingersoll,  Jarvis,  Johns, 
Kendall,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lent,  LoyaU, 
Lumpkin,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Mitchell,  Nuckolls, 
Pierson,  Potter,  Randolph,  Bencher,  Roane,  Russel, 
William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Sheppenl,  Richard 
Spencer,  Sprigg,  H.  R.  Storrs,  W.  L.  iStorrs,  Swann, 
Taylor,  l>acy.  Tucker,  Wayne,  Wicklif^e,  Williams, 
Wilson.— 70. 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  that  when  the  House  some  days 
since,  upon  his  motion,  had  kindly  consented  to  take  this 
bill  up  out  of  its  order,  he  had  then  declared  he  should 
occupy  hut  a  very  short  time  in  its  discussion.  He  said 
he  would  now  redeem  that  pledge;  and  as  time  had  iie- 
come  still  more  precious,  and  the  close  of  the  session  was 
so  near  at  hand,  he  would  content  himself  with  a  very 
brief  exposition  of  the  nature  of  the  bill.  Should  any 
gentleman,  however,  desire  a  further  explaiuition  upon 
any  point,  he  would  hold  himself  ready  to  give  it. 

This  bill,  said  Mr.  B.,  contains  hut  a  single  principle. 
It  merely  enables  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  com- 
promise with  such  debtors  of  tiie  United  States  as  were 
msolvent  on  the  1st  day  of  January  last,  and  confers  upon 
him  the  same  power  of  releasing  those  debtors  which 
every  individual  possesses.  Ail  sueh  debtors  of  the  United 
States  are  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this  bill; 
except  the  principab  in  official  bonds,  and  those  who  have 
actually  received  public  monev,  and  not  paid  it  over,  or 
accounted  for  it  according  to  law. 

At  present,  the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
States  possesses  no  power,  in  any  case,  no  matter  what 
mav  be  the  circumstances,  to  compromise  with  its  debtors, 
and  accept  a  part  of  the  demand  instead  of  the  whole. 
The  man  Who  has  become  insolvent,  should  he  be  a 
debtor  of  the  United  States  in  a  sum  which  he  is  unable 
to  pay,  is,  under  existing  laws,  placed  in  a  state  of  helpless 
and  hopeless  despair.  His  indi\'idual  creditors,  conTinccd 
of  his  honesty,  may  be  willing  to  release  him;  his  friends 
may  be  willing  to  furnish  him  tiie  means  of  recommenc- 
ing business;  but  Uiia  ia  all  in  vain>  whilst  the  debt  due 
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the  United  States  hangs  like  a  miUstone  around  his  neck. 
From  this  there  is  no  escape.  Justice,  relentless  justice, 
untempered  by  mercy,  is  now  our  only  rule  of  conduct 
towarcls  our  insoh'ent  debtors. 

Even  if  our  policy  were  purely  selfish,  and  we  acted 
from  no  higher  motives  than  a  regard  for  dollars  and 
cents,  we  ought  to  pass  this  bill.  From  the  ezsminations 
which  I  have  made,  and  the  information  1  have  collected 
upon  this  subject,  I  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  this  bill, 
should  it  become  a  law,  will  bring  at  least  one  million  of 
dollars  into  your  treasury,  not  one  cent  of  which  can  ever 
find  its  way  there  unless  some  measure  of  this  nature 
shall  be  adopted.  There  are  now  in  this  country  many, 
very  many,  honest  and  enterprising  merchants,  who,  al- 
though they  have  become  insolvent,  retain  the  highest 
character  among  their  friendSf  and  in  the  sodety  of  which 
they  are  members.  In  a  great  number  of  instanoes  their 
insolvency  cannot  be  attributed  even  to  negligence  or 
want  of  skill,  but  has  been  wholly  the  effect  of  causes 
which  they  could  neither  foresee  nor  control.  Some  in- 
stances ox  this  character  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
which  would  be  well  calculated  to  enlist  the  feelings  of 
this  House  in  favor  of  the  bill.  There  is  now  an  insolvent 
merchant  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  whom  this  bill  would 
relieve,  who  has  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  tlie  United 
States  between  tbr^e  and  four  millions  of  dollars  in  duties. 
His  insolvency  was,  in  a  g^at  degree,  I  think  I  might  say 
solely,  occasioned  b}'  the  passage  of  a  bill  through  the  Se- 
nate, in  1826,  to  reduce  the  duties  on  tea.  The  reputation 
of  this  gentleman,  .both  as  a  man  and  aa  a  merchant,  stands 
as  high  as  it  ever  did  in  his  most  prosperous  days;  and 
should  the  power  be  conferred  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  compromise  with  him  for  tlie  debt  which  he 
owes  the  Government,  his  friends  will  immediately  furnish 
him  the  means  of  recommencing  business.  He  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  compromising  with  his  individual  creditors. 
This  is  but  one  instance  out  of  many  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter, which  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Suffer  me  to  advert  to  another  case  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion. A  merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York  has  become 
insolvent.  He  is  indebted  to  the  Cvovemment  in  a  very 
large  sum  of  money,  one  dollar  of  which  he  is  not  able  to 
pay.  The  fatlier  of  this  merchant,  anxious  to  obtain  a 
release  for  his  son,  and  enable  him  again  to  gp  into  biTsi- 
ness,  has  actually  offered  to  transfer  to  the  United  States 
property  estimated  to  be  worth  between  four  and  five 
hundred  tliousand  dollars,  provided  his  son  flliall  be  dis- 
charged from  the  debt.  This  offer  could  not  be  accepted 
by  thcPrevdent  for  want  of  power;  and  thus  the  United 
States,  should  this  bill  be  negatived,  will  lose,  in  a  single 
case,  nearly  half  a  million  of  dolUrs. 

Tlicre  are  many  similar  cases  in  which  the  friends  and 
tlte  relatives  of  insolvent  debtors  will  come  forward  and 
enable  them  to  pay  the  Government  a  part  of  its  debt,  in 
consideration  of  obtaining  a  release  for  the  whole.  Mr. 
U.  said  he  expressed  his  own  opinion  merely  when  he 
stated  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would  bring  at  least  a 
million  of  dollars  into  the  treasury:  there  were  others, 
with  better  means  of  judging  than-himself,  who  beheved 
the  sum  would  greatly  exceed  tliat  amount. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  much  higher  motives  than  those 
of  a  pecuniary  character  enter  into  the  connderation  of 
this  question.  There  are  many  honest  and.  enterprising 
men  m  this  country,  having  families  dependent  upon  their 
exertions,  who  will  be  left  utterly  without  hope,  should 
this  measure  be  defeated.  All  their  creditorsi,  except  our- 
selves, are  willing  to  compromise  with  tliem.  Shall  we 
then  continue  to  be  inexorable? — shall  we  alone  have  no 
mercy,  even  although  mercy  be  our  best  policy  ? — shall 
we,  merely  for  the  sake  of  oppressing  our  debtors,  de- 
prive ourselves  of  more  than  a  million  of  dollars? 

By  the  {.a  sige  of  this  bill  you  will  restore  many  of  our 
best  citizens  lo  usefulness.     Hen  who  liave  long  been 


g rostrated  in  the  duat  by  the  wei(^t  of  debts  which  hai 
een  continually  presang  upon  them,  will  a^n  spring 
into  fresh  and  vigorous  action  the  moment  this  pressure 
is  removed.  Hundreds  and  thousands  are  now  looking 
anxiously  towards  you  for  relief,  and  regard  the  sdoptjon 
of  this  measure  as  their  cmly  remaining  hope  on  this  side 
of  the  grave.  Why  will  you  not  afford  these  men  relief? 
Why  will  you  not  suffer  them  by  their-enterprise  sod 
industry  to  add  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, when  you  can  gruit  them  this  boon,  not  only  without 
injury,  but  with  positive  benefit  to  your  treasury?  Bat 
I  must  be  brief,  and  will  pursue  this  branch  of  the  subject 
no  further. 

This  bill  is  entirely  retrospective  in  its  nstnie,  snd  cu 
have  no  effect  upon  future  cases  of  insolvency.  Its  relief 
will,  in  almost  every  case,  be  confined  to  men  who  are 
now  notoriously  insolvent.  There  is,  therefore,  much 
less  danger  of.  fraud  upon  the  Government,  thsn  if  it 
applied  to  future  cases.  But  this  consideration  has  not 
prevented  the  Judiciary  committee  from  guarding  the 
bill  with  the  utmost  care,  and  rendering  it  imposBme,  so 
far  as  -they  could*  that  a  fraudulent  debtor  should  lake 
advantage  of  its  provisions.  In  the  performsnce  of  this 
task»  they  have  been  much  assisted  by  the  suggestions  of 
tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasuty,  and,  Mr.  B.  said,  be  would 
venture  to  assert,  there  was  greater  danger  that  the  bill 
instead  of  being  too  lax  was  too  rigorous  in  its  provinoM. 
He  said  he  would  not,  at  present,  remark  upon  any  of  its 
details. 

Mr.  WUXIAMS  briefly  submitted  his  objections  to  the 
bill.  It  was  to  a  certain  extent  a  bankrupt  bill,  and  more- 
over placed  too  great  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Trea- 
sury Department.  He  was  in  fiivor  of  referring  the  cases 
in  tiiie  first  instance  to  judicial  investintionl 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  few  earnest  re- 
marks in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WAYNE  combatted  the  objections  of  Mr.  Wn- 
LiAxs,  in  an  argument  of  some  length,  and  orged  with 
zeal  the  policy  of  tlie  bill. 

Mr.  UUNl  INGTON  said,  that  after  tlie  full  explana- 
tion  wliich  had  been  g^ven  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  and 
of  the  reasons  evincing  tihe  propriety  of  its  passage,  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  it,  [Mr. 
BucHAiTAir,]  he  would  not  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
in  repeating  arguments  which  had  been  urged  with  » 
much  ability.  He  had  risen  principally  to  reply  to  an  ob- 
jection which  had  been  madtt  to  the  bill  by  his  friend 
from  North  Carohna,  [Mr.  Wiuliams.]  Before,  however, 
adverting  to  this  objection,  he  would,  in  relation  to  the 
general  merits  of  the  measure  under  con^deration,  remark, 
that  he  considered  the  paasi^  of  the  bill  would  be  the 
performance  of  an  act  equitably,  if  not  in  justice,  due 
to  the  public  debtors  embraced  by  its  provisions,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  instrumental  in  causing  i 
portion  of  the  debts  now  due  the  United  States,  to  be 
I>aid,  which  would  otherwise  be  lost  to  tlie  Government, 
riiis  would  be  obvious,  when  the  House  should  cons- 
der,  aa  it  woukl,  that  many  of 'the  public  debtors,  both 
principals  and  sureties,  by  misfortune,  and  from  causes 
not  Witliin  their  control,  have  become  entirely  insolrent; 
that  tliey  sustain  ineproachable  characters  for  integritr 
and  industry;  and  that  while  pressed  with  the  weight  of 
their  obligations  to  the  Government,  and  witliout  the 
means  of  removing  it,  they  are  idike  without  the  ability  and 
tiie  motive  necessary  to  enable  or  induce  them  again  to 
commence  business.  So  long  as  an  authority  to  compro- 
mise with  them  is  withheld;  so  long  as  their  persons  art 
subjected  to  imprisonment,  and  they  held  responsible  w 
the  debts  until  they  shall  have  paid  them  in  full,  and  tl»^ 
too,  when  tliey  have  not  the  means  of  discharging  anf 
part  of  them— the  industry,  labor,  and  enterprise  of  tbis 
valuable  class  of  our  citiaens  are  lost  to  the  country. 
From  this  situation,  so  distressing  to  the  debtors,  without 
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any  corresponding  benefit  to  the  Government,  this  bill 
relieves  them.  It  enables  them  to  obtain  the  assistance  of 
friends,  tbrourh  whose  kindness  and  generosity  they  can 
make  offers  of  compromise,  pay  their  debts  in  part,  and 
be  discharged  from  the  residue;  and  thus,  while  the  trea- 
sury is  benefited*  the  individual  debtors  are  enabled  once 
more  to  engage  in  the  business  of  the  world,  free  from 
the  pressure  of  debt,  and  stimulated  to  .activ^  exertion 
by  tiie  consciousness  that  the  fnuts  of  their  industry  will 
be  their  own.  The  bill  has  been  drawn  up  with  great 
care,  to  secure  the  Government  against  attempted  fraud; 
and  if  it  be  obnoxious  to  any  objection,  it  arises  perhap^i 
from  what  might  be  thought  to  be  the  severity  of  some  of 
its  provisions  upon  the  debtors.  If,  however,  it  be  carried 
into  execution  m  the  spirit  of  its  various  enaetmenta,  as  it 
no  doubt  will  be,  a  highly  meritorious  class  of  our  citizens 
will  be  raised  from  a  state,  now  of  hopeless  depression,  to 
one  offering  inducements  to  renewed  exertions  in  useful 
employments;  and  a  portion  of  the  claims  against  them, 
which  are  now  of  no  value,  by  reason  of  the  poverty  of 
the  debtors,  will  be  paid  by  the  liberality  of  their  friends. 
Thus  much,  llir.  H.  observed,  he  was  unwilling  to  omit 
'^y^nr,  in  regard  to  the  beneficial  consequences  which 
would  result,  both  to  the  debtors  and  to  the  United  States, 
should  the  bill  become  a  law. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Williams] 
had  uiged,  as  an  objection  to  the  bill,  (if  he  understood 
him  correctly, )  that  the  power  proposed  to  be  vested  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be  given  to  the 
courts  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  hcU  to  be 
proved,  on  which  alone  relief  is  to  be  mnted,  should  be 
ascertained  tlirough  the  intervention  of  a  court  and  jury. 
In  answer  to  this  objection,  Mr.  H.  said  that  it  was  dim- 
cult  to  see  why  all  the  necessary  fiuets  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  tlie  bill,  with  as  much  security  to  the 
Government  against  fraud,  as  by  any  other  tribunal. 
They  would  be  equally  competent,  virilant,  ami  trustwor- 
thy. Their  proceedings  wlU  be  public,  and  their  means 
of  detecting  fraud  as  ample  as  can  be  devised;  and  the 
House  would  perceive  tliat  the  power  to  afford  the  relief 
authorized  by  the  bill  to  be  f^ven,  could  not  be  vested  in 
any  court,  fur  the  Secretaty  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized 
to  compromise  the  debts  of  the  applicants,  on  such  terms 
as,  under  all  the  circumstances  attending  each  particular 
case,  he  may  deem  equitable  to  the  debtor  and  just  to 
the  Government.  Neither  a  court  of  law  nor  of  equity 
could  execute  such  a  discretionary  power.  It  must  be 
vested  in  some  executive  ofBcen  and  in  no  one  with  as 
much  propriety  as  in  tlie  officer  at  the  bead  of  the  Treasury 
Department.  Mr.  H.  said  he  would  conclude  b)^  express- 
ing the  hope  that  a  bill  which  had  in  view  the  twofold 
obj  ect  of  awarding  both  justice  and  equity  to  an  unfortunate 
and  meritorious  class  of  public  debtors,  and  of  enabling 
the  Government  to  realize  a  portion  of  debts  due  to  it, 
now  wholly  uncollectable,  would  receive  the  support  of 
every  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STOBRS,  of  New  York,  also  replied  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, and  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  SBMMES  moved  to  limit  the  operation  of  the  bill 
totwo  years;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  ELLSWORTH, 
who  doubted  whether  all  the  cases  would  be  closed  within 
that  time,  tlie  motion  was  varied  to  tluree  years,  and  thus 
was  agreed  to. 

An  appropriation  of  #3,000^  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  act,  was  inserted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN; 
and 

The  biU  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  RHIND'S  ARABIAN  HORSES. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States: 


7b  the  CongnMof  the  United  States,- 

I  submit  herewith  to  Congress  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rhind, 
stating  the  circumstances  under  which  he  received  the 
four  Arabian  horses  that  were  brought  by  him  to  the 
United  States  from  Turkey.  This  letter  will  enable  Con- 
g^ss  to  decide  what  ought  to  be  done  with  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Rlund's  letter. 

Washihotoh,  Du.  10, 1830. 

Sir:  I  think  it  proper  to  state  the  circumstances  under 
which  I  became  possessed  of  the  Arabian  horses  landed 
from  the  vessel  in  which  1  reached  the  United  States  from 
Turkey. 

Finding,  during  my  residence  at  Constantinople,  that 
our  Tm'kish  friends  were  far  behind  us  in  many  improve- 
ments, I  sug^sted  to  the  ministers  several  which  were  of 
great  use  to  them;  and,  after  cksing  the  business  of  the 
negotiation,  muchof  my  time  was  occupied  in  giving  them 
draughts,  schemes,  and  elucidations.  The  Sultan,  I  under- 
stood, took  great  interest  in  these  suggestions,  and  manr 
inquiries  were  made  of  me,  by  his  request,  to  all  of  which 
I  afforded  the  best  explanation  in  my  power. 

It  being  customary  at  that  court  for  the  person  who 
negotiates  a  treaty  to  remain  there  until  the  ratifications 
are  exchanged,  or,  bv  express  assent  of  the  Porte,  to 
leave  a  person  in  his  place,  I  was,  therefore,  under  the 
necessity  of  appointing  Mr.  Narvoni  to  that  station,  and 
presented  him  in  that  capacity  to  the  Reis  Effendi. 

I  shortly  thereafter  took  final  leave  of  the  Turkish 
ministers. 

Finding  that  no  vessel  would  leave  Turkey  for  the 
United  Stated  prior  to  the  1st  of  September,  I  determined, 
instead  of  remaining  idle  at  Constantinople,  to  proceed 
to  Odessa,  a  voyage  of  three  days,  and  make  the  neces- 
sarjr  arrangements  there  for  the  reception  of  our  vessels; 
liaving  accomplished  this,  I  returned  to  Constantinople  on 
my  way  to  Smyrna,  where  1  was  to  embark. 

On  reaching  the  capital,  I  had  several  interviews  and 
communicationB  with  my  former  Turkish  friends,  and 
suggested  other  improvements  in  their  system,  very  gra- 
tifying to  them. 

Being  informed  by  the  Reis  Effendi  that  permission 
would  be  granted  me  to  export  one  or  more  Arabian 
horses,  and  conceiving  that,  whilst  it  would  be  a  personal 
object  to  mvself,  it  would  also  be  a  benefit  to  our  country, 
if  I  succeeded  in  conveymgone  to  the  United  States,'! 
visited  the  studs  of  many  of  the  nobilitv,  in  order  to  select 
some,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  closing  for  the  purchase  of 
two,  when,  the  circumstance  coming  to  the  kjiowledge  of 
the  Sultan,  he,  on  the  3l8t  of  August,  directed  four  horses 
to  be  sent  me  in  his  name.  Although  this  was  evidently 
not  intended  as  a  present  to  me  in  my  official  capacity, 
since  the  ministers  were  aware  I  could  not  accept  tliem  as 
such,  still  the  gifk  was  one  tiut  could  not  be  returned 
without  giving  offence.  Being  well  informed  that  to  re- 
fuse them  would  be  considered  an  insult  to  the  Sultan, 
and  would  doubtless  be  attended  with  injury  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Navoni,  as  well  as 
others,  assured  me  that  I  must  take  them  away  from  Con- 
stantinople, if  I  should  cut  their  Croats  and  throw  them 
overboard  the  next  da;^.  1  was  consequently  obliged  to 
taker  them,  and  relinquish  the  purchase  of  tliose  I  had  se- 
lected.  I  immediately  had  the  four  horses  appraised,  by 
competent  judges,  on  the  spot,  and  took  them  with  me 
to  8m}'ma. 

Having  no  funds  of  the  United  States,  or  the  means  of 
raising  them,  to  pay  for  their  expenses  and  passage  to 
America,  I  shipped  them  as  a  commercial  adventure,  in 
the  name  of,  and  for  account  of,  the  owners  of  the  ves- 
sel in  which  they  came,  and  from  wltoro  I  had  secured  an 
individual  credit  on  London  previous  to  leaving  the 
United  States,     llie  horses  are  consequently  in  their  pos- 


783 


GALES  A  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


734 


H.  07  R.] 


Ohio  Rloer.-^Tkt  Judiciary. —  ffeaietn  Armory. 


[FsB.  33«  1831. 


session;  but,  if  the  United  States  hftye  a  claim  for  their 
value,  I  presume  those  gentlemen  will  pay  it  over,  should 
they  sell  for  more  than  the  expenses  attending  them, 
which,  of  course,  are  very  considerable. 

So  far  as  regards  myself  I  am  ready  to  transfer  to  the 
United  States  any  right,  title,  or  interest  I  may  have  in 
them,  should  it  be  required. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  CHAS.  RHIND. 

To  the  PasBisairr  of  the  U.  S, 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

WsDXBSnAT,  ^IBBUABT  23. 

OHIO  R1V£R. 

Mr.  LETCHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, to  which  was  referred  the  memorials  from 
inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  such  an  improvement  of 
the  Ohio  river  as  will  render  the  same  navigable,  at  all 
seasons,  as  high  up  as  Pittsburg,  for  small  steamboats, 
made  a  favorable  rcporti  which  was  read^  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  resolution  then  came  up  proposing  to  print  6,000 
additional  copies  of  the  judicisry  reports. 

Mr.  FOSTER  resumed  his  remarln,  and  occupied  the 
small  residue  of  the  hour.  That  having  expired,  he 
stated  that  he  should  conclude,  in  fifteen  minutes  more, 
all  that  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject,  if  the^House  would 
indulge  him;  but  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

WESTERN  ARMORY. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  erection  of  a  national  armory 
on  the  Western  waters  was  read  the  third  tioie;  and  be- 
ing on  its  passage, 

Mr.  LEA  moved  to  comnut  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  AflTurs,  with  instructions  to  amend  the  same 
BO  as  that  the  armory  should  be  located  <*a8  near  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  Union  as  an  eligible  site  can  be 
had." 

Mr.  I<£A  rose,  and  ssid  he  could  not  Consent  for  this 
bill  to  be  put  on  its  final  passage  in  this  House  without  yet 
making  an  cftbrt  to  remedy  its  imperfections.  The  pres- 
sure of  amendments,  and  the  previous  question,  yesterday, 
cut  off  the  opportunity  for  such  a  proposition^  and,  Mr. 
L.  said,  he  voted  for  the  bill  then,  not  so  much  because  he 
approved  of  its  present  form,  as  firom  the  hope  of  having 
another  opportunity  of  improving  it.  As  the  biH  now 
stands,  the  President  would  have  a  range  of  discretion  in 
selecting  a  site  for  this  contemplated  armory  on  the  West- 
em  waters,  almost  from  the  Northern  lakes  to  tht  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  To  delegate  such  a  discretion  to  the  Executive 
is  derogatory  of  ourselveo^  a  dereliction  of  our  own  duty, 
an  abandonment  of  our  own  business,  and  transferring 
it  to  the  hands  of  another.  If  this  power,  in  the  hands 
of  the  President,  would  be  patronage,  he  ought  not  to 
have  it— if  responsibility,  it  should  not  be  thrown  from 
ourselves  on  htm.  In  both  respects,  the  transfer  would  be 
unjust  and  unwise.  When  such  a  principle  is  involved, 
we  are  not  to  inquire  what  particular  indtviduid  fills  the 
Executive  chair,  and  sacrifice  that  principle  to  per- 
sonal confidence,  or,  perhaps  to  the  hope  of  some  very 
contingent  local  advantage.  Mr.  L.  supposed  that  no  one 
would  consider  him  as  objecting  from  want  of  confidence 
in  the  present  Executive,  who  might  be  regarded  as 
eminently  qualified  for  such  a  bttnness.  No!  he  was  not 
dispcwed  to  transfer  such  a  power  to  any  roan,  at  any  time, 
unless  some  great  emergency  should  seem  to  require  it; 
and  more  especially  would  he  avoid  it  in  the  present  con- 
juncture. But  what  can  be  tlic  neccsniy  for  such  a  course 


at  any  time?  We  all  admit  the  propriety  of  suppljing 
the  country  with  arms,  and  that  an  armory  on  the  Western 
waters  would  g^reatly  conduce  to  that  desirable  result,  and 
a  majority,  no  doubt,  are  in  fiivor  of  the  abstract  proposi- 
tion, that  it  is  proper  to  have  some  such  estsbtishroent 
What,  then,  is  the  difficulty?  Why,  forsooth,  thstthert 
are  so  many  sites  for  this  establishment,  that  all  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress  cannot  make  a  selection  of  any  particu- 
lar one;  and  we  are  gravely  told  tliat  we  must  delegate 
authority  to  the  President  because  we  cannot  agree  uoonf^ 
ourselves.  Here  is  a  practical  lesson,  which  ou^t  to  be 
well  studied  by  the  people  of  this  countrv.  If  many  a^ 
mories  were  required,  no  doubt  we  could  get  them  all 
through  by  some  meansf  but  one  only  is  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  establish  than  many.  And  is  this  confession  to  be 
thtis  made  public  by  a  Cong^ss  which  professes  a  perfect 
capacity  for  adjusting  all  the  difficulties  in  the  great  bus- 
nesa  of  interns!  improvement^  How  to  discriminate  be- 
tween what  is  or  is  not  national?  How  to  apply  ajtut 
scale  of  preference  in  selecting  objects?  and  then  |in 
the  practical  locations  among  various  contending  routeif 
Our  knowledge  of  the  various  interests  and  topography 
of  the  whole  country  is  so  perfect,  that  we  know  hov  to 
regulate  even  the  roads  and  canals  all  over  it;  but  ve  are 
utterly  unable  to  indicate  in  which  end  of  the  Union  ve 
desire  a  national  armory.  It  must  be  on  **  the  Western 
waters^''  somewhere  between  the  Nortliem  lakes  and  the 
Southern  gulf. 

Mr.  I^  said  it  might  not  be  expected  of  Congress  to 
designate  the  precise  spot  for  the  armoiy,  but  certainly 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  tell  in  what  quarter  of  the  Union 
we  desire  to  have  it.  There  are  two  already:  one  in  the 
North,  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  the  other  near  the 
centre,  at  Harper's  ferry;  and  cannot  we  determine  on  the 
propriety  of  pucing  the  third  as  far  towards  the  other  end 
of  the  Union  as  it  can  be  conveniently  located'  Or  mtiat 
we  leave  it  to  Executive  direction,  of  which  we  can  speak 
only  with  uncertainty,  but  which  might  place  it  far  north 
on  the  Western  waters,  for  example,  at  Pittsburg,  whidi 
seems  disposed  to  arrogate  superior  pretensions  on  this 
subject,  and  thus  give  three  armories  in  one  end  of  the 
Union,  and  leave  the  other  entirely  destitute? 

Mr.  L.  said  he  did  not  expect  the  co-operation  of  those 
representing  rival  positions  of  tiie  West,  for  his  experience 
had  tauglu  him  how  fiitile  it  was,  in  general,  to  expect  fi* 
berality,  or  even  justice,  against  such  local,  interested  in- 
fluences. He  did  not  pretend  himself  to  be  entirely 
exempted  from  them<  and,  although  no  site  in  his  district 
might  be  competing  for  this  armory,  yet  his  constitiients, 
and  the  neighboring  country,  did  not  doubt  that  public  po- 
licy required  the  location  in  that  quarter  somewhere.  And 
considering  it  as,  perhaps,  the  only  work  for  public  defence 
which  they  could  hope  to  have  located  among  them,  they 
took  a  lively  interest  in  the  subject,  and  their  pretensions 
were  such  as  to  justify  pressing  them  earnestly  snd  confi- 
dently on  the  consideration  of  Congress.  Mr.  L.  said 
his  brethren  of  the  West  could  not  suppose  that  he  toi^ 
any  pleasure  in  this  collision.  It  seemed  to  be  the  una- 
voidable consequence  of  local  interests,  and  those  vho 
are  free  from  auch  influences  ought  to  make  an  inpsrtiiJ 
decision.  He  called  on  gentlemen  from  eveiy  qvaritt 
having  no  local  interest  in  the  matter,  to  settle  the  diifcr| 
ence  among  those  who  have,  with  enlarged  views  and 
liberal  principles. 

Mr.  h.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  discuss  the  comptf*' 
tive  advantages  of  any  of  the  particular  wtes  in  queitioii. 
He  did  not  expect  Congress  to  do  more  than  to  «"*!■' 
scribe  the  i-ange  of  selection  within  reasonable  boands. 
His  proposition  was  one  of  practical  character,  avoiding 
the  inconveniences  of  being  either  too  general  or  too  p«r- 
ticular.  He  would  support  it  by  a  few  prominent  con* 
derations,  which  he  conceived  to  be  perfectly  unanwef 
able. 
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If  equality  of  dlHtribution  be  desirable,  let  gentlemen 
look  on  a  map  of  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  this  ob- 
jtct,  and  see  where  our  two  armories  are  now  located,  and 
tliey  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the  evident  propriety  of  locat- 
ing the  third  one  as  now  proposed,  which  would  be  on 
some  branch  of  the  Tennessee  river. 

By  thus  locating  it,  botli  the  South  and  the  West  would 
be  better  accommodated  than  either  could  from  any  other  lo- 
cation; and  one  such  armory  would  answer  botli  these  parts 
of  the  Union  better  tluin  two  situated  any  where  else. 
This  stiitemcnt  may  appear  bold  in  the  estimation  of  tliose 
who  have  not  examined  the  subject,  but  investigation  will 
show  its  Lteral  correctness.  As  to  the  South,  in  the  first 
place,  from  Virginia  to  Louisiana,  the  streams  hasten  from 
the  Iiigh  lands  to  the  Atlantic  or  tfie  Gulf,  affording  but 
little  community  of  inland  navigation  among  any  of  the 
States;  but  it  is  remarkable  tliat  the  waters  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, on  tlie  other  side  of  the  high  lands,  in  making  a 
course  corresponding,  in  some  decree,  to  the  coast,  are 
almost  united  with  all  the  principsd  rivers  of  the  South, 
and  affording  a  ready  facilitv,  to  be  continually  improved, 
of  throwing  arms  into  all  the  South.  Moreover,  the 
price  of  making  arms  on  the  Tennessee  waters  would  be 
less  than  in  the  South,  by  more  titan  the  difference  of 
transportation.  Gentlemen  of  the  South  are  sensible  of 
these  things  and  are  understood  to  acquiesce  in  the  pro- 
position before  us,  being  witliout  any  expectation  of  an 
armory  among  themselves.  But,  in  supplying  the  South, 
the  Tennessee  must  stand  without  any  rival  m  the  West, 
inasmuch  as  it  completely  intervenes  between  the  South 
and  any  otlier  Western  stx'eam.  Other  advantages  for  the 
Southern  supply  will  appear  in  favor  of  the  Tennessee, 
V  liile  examining  its  superiority  for  supplying  the  West, 
which  now  comes  in  order. 

On  all  the  Western  waters,  there  is  no  great  difference 
in  the  prices  of  hibor  and  of  provisions.  The  Tennessee 
country  is  nowhere  surpassed,  if  anywhere  equalled,  in 
variety  and  extent  of  water  power,  'it  abounds  in  mine- 
rals of  many  kinds,  but  especially  in  iron  ore,  from  which 
iron  is  now  sold  cheaper,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  Union.  Stone  coal  is  found  in  different  places,  but 
has  not  yet  been  much  used,  on  account  of  the  abundance 
of  other  fuel.  Pittsburg  is,  in  part,  supplied  with  iron 
from  some  parts  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  not  those 
where  iron  is  cheapest — ^afact  of  itself  conclusive  as  to  the 
principal  items  of  tlie  calculation.  How  stands  the  com- 
parison as  to  navigation  >  The  Tennessee  unites  with  the 
Ohio,  not  far  above  the  mouth  of  the  latter.  If  it  be  deslr- 
sble  to  have  arms  on  the  Ohio,  either  to  be  retained 
there,  or  to  be  sent  to  any  other  part  of  tlie  Mississippi  wa- 
ters, they  can  be  taken  <M>wn  the  Tennessee  into  the  Ohio, 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  navigation  of  the  Tennessee 
will  no  doubt  be  greatly  improved;  yet  tliere  may  always 
be  difficulty,  at  bome  seasons,  in  ascending  the  river,  and 
thiis  approaching  the  Southern  States;  but  the  downward 
navipition  may  always  be  relied  on,  in  case  of  emergency, 
even  at  lowest  water.  One  other  circumstance,  if  other 
things  were  equal,  ought  to  be  conclusive.  The  Tennes- 
see «  so  far  south  as  not  to  be  obstructed  by  ice^  like  the 
Ohio  and  more  Northern  rivers.  At  critical  periods,  the 
lower  Mississippi,  and  also  tlie  Southeast,  might  be  sup- 
plied with  arms  from  the  Tennessee  river,  while  the  upper 
Ohio  would  be  locked  in  ice.  Add  to  these  considerations, 
that  an  armory  on  the  Tennessee  waters  would  have  per- 
fect security  from  any  public  enemy,  and  would  be  situ- 
ated most  conyeniently  for  that  population  which  must 
always  be  relied  on  to  aid  in  defending  the  Southern  At- 
lantic and  Gulf  frontier. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  not  consume  time  by  presenting 
otiier  considerations,  or  by  enlarging  on  these.  Hut  he 
would  again  call  on  the  disinterested  portions  of  the  House 
to  Settle  this  controversy,  when  they  have  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so,  in  a  spirit  of  equalit)'  and  justice,  and  so  as 
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to  promote  eqonomy,  by  making  one  arrooty  answer  the 
purposes  of  two,  and,  by  that  means,  also,  accommodating 
two  portions  of  the  Union,  instead  of  one,  and  each  of 
them  better  than  by  an^  other  locations. 

Let  us,  at  the  same  time,  show  that  we  have  some  capa- 
city for  transacting  our  own  business,  and  not  confess  an 
incapacity,  and  transfer  our  powers  to  another. 

Mr.  WICRLIFFE  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Lxa's  motion, 
by  striking  out  the  location  there  proposed,  and  insertinj^ 
**  to  submit  to  this  House  the  place  which  he  (tlie  Presi- 
dent) may  select,  for  the  final  ratification  of  Congress." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  Mr.  Lxa;  and 
several  others  rising  to  speak, 

Mr.  VANCE  observed  that  he  would  have  been  willing 
for  the  bill  to  pass,  though,  in  its  present  shape,  be  was 
rather  indifferent  about  it.  He  did  not,  however,  think  it 
of  sufficient  importance  to  consume  the  remainder  of  the 
sesNon,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business;  and  he, 
therefore,  moyed  that  it  be  laid  on  tlie  table. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  l!e 
on  the  table,  (tantamount  to  rejection,)  yeas  98,  nays  S6. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule,  for  tlie  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  move  to  take 
up  the  bill  respecting  the  silk  culture;  but  the  motion  re- 
quiring two-thirds,  was  lost. 

DISTRICT  AFFAIRS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  provida 
for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  dieett,  prepare, 
and  report  to  Congress,  at  the  next  session  thereof  a  code 
of  statute  laws,  civil  and  crinunal,  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Some  ^bate  arose  oi^  tlie  expediency  of  this  bill,  in 
wliich  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  WILLIAMS  and  BU- 
CHANAN, and  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  MERCER  and 
DODDIUDGE;  and,  afler  an  unsucceasful  motion  to  lay 
it  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ings—76  to  72. 

TauBSDAT,  FsBBuiaT  24. 

PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Library,  reported  a  bill  making  provision  for  a 
subscription  to  a  compilation  of  congressional  document^ 
[from  the  commencement  of  the  Government  to  tlie  burn- 
ing of  the  Capitol,  in  1614— proposed  to  be  compiled  and 
printed  by  Gales  &  Seaton;]  wliich  being  twice  read, 

Mr.  EVERETl*,  referring  to  the  expediency,  indeed, 
necessity  of  the  work,  movcS.  that  it  be  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  LEA  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  EVEREinr  opposed  the  motion,  as  eommitnenU 
at  this  stajp^  of  the  session,  would  be  tantamount  to  a  re* 
jection  of  the  bilL 

The  motion  was  negatived— 61  to  74. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  and  Mr.  HOFFMAN  made  some  rt* 
marks  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  LEA  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  cm  the  table. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and 
being  86  to  86,  the  SptiKsa  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT   OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  prepare  a  code  of  laws  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  resd  the  tliird  time,  and  the  question 
on  its  passage  was  taken  hyycBM  and  nayi,  and  being  yeaa 
76,  nays  96,  the  bill  was  rejected. 
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INTERNAL  IMPROVKMENTS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  cons'ideration  of  the  bill 
makings  appropriations  for  carrying  on  certain  roads  and 
works  of  internal  improvement,  and  providing*  for  sur- 
veys. 

Some  debate  arose  on  an  objection  by  Mr.  CARSON  to 
the  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  a  military 
road  in  the  State  of  Maine — ^in  which  Mr.  C.  opposed  it, 
and  Messrs.  VERPLANCK  and  ANDERSON  supported 
it;  and  the  appropriation  was  finally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETTIS  moved  to  amend  the  item  for  improving 
the  Ohio  and  l^fissouri  rivers,  by  inserting  •*  Missouri," 
and  adding  at  the  end, 

"  And  3ie  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  cause  to  be  expended  a  part  of  the  said  sum 
of  fifly  thousand  dolUrs  in  removing  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Missouri  river,  within  the  limits  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  in 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  24th  May,  1824,  for  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  if  it 
be  ascertained  tliat  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Missouri  are  of  equal  or  greater  importance  thanUiose 
remaining  to  be  removed  mm  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers."  Mr.  P.  earnestly  supported  his  amendment,  but 
it  was  negatived. 

On  the  item  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
a  long  debate  took  place.  It  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
ARCHER  at  some  length,  on  principle,  as  well  as  on  the 
inexpediency  and  inutility  of  the  particular  appropriation. 
From  the  nature  of  the  rhrer,  the  obstructions  could  not 
be  permanently  removed,  and  he  wished  to  know  how 
long  these  appropriations  would  be  necessary.  The  ap- 
propriation was  advocated  by  Mr.  WICKLIFFE  and  Mr. 
CROCKBTT—by  the  latter  gentleman  repeatedly;  and 
Messrs.  VERPLANCK  and  GILMORE  participated  in  the 
defence  of  the  item.     It  was  eventually  agreed  to. 

On  the  item  of  one  hundred  and  finy  tiiousand  dollars 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  coming  up  for  con« 
currence, 

Mr.  LEA  objected  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  its  com- 
prising so  many  heterogeneous  objects;  and  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill,  fortlie  purpose  ofhaving  the  analogous 
appropriations  classed  in  separate  bills.  He  said  it  was 
dtfilcitlt  to  say  what  committee  should  be  selected  to  make 
this  assortment  Sir,  said  he,  this  dish  is  a  sort  of  French 
cookery,  which  requires  almost  a  chemical  process  to  dis- 
ttngmsh  the  original  elements  of  which  it  is  composed. 
Where  did  it  come  from?  Originally  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means;  but  some  ingredients  have  been 
added  to  it  since.  And  wliat  is  it  now?  A  mixture  of  more 
variety,  probably,  for  the  aggregate  amount  of  it,  than 
was  ever  before  presented  to  thu  House — not  a  variety  of 
items  so  much  as  of  principle.     One  class  consists  of  im- 

grovements  in  territories,  about  which  there  is  not  much, 
ut  some,  diversity  of  opinion.  Another  class  exhibits 
what  is  called  a  military  road  in  the  State  of  Maine,  hav- 
ing a  diflferent  division  of  advocates  and  opponents.  A 
third  class  consists  of  a  general  appropriation  for  surveys 
of  national  character,  involving  all  that  farrago  of  political 
metaphysics  with  which  we  are  accosted  at  every  turn, 
which  every  body  professes  to  understand,  and  nobody 
can  explain;  which  answers  certain  purposes  in  theory, 
but  vanishes  in  practice.  A  fourth  class  seeks  the  im- 
provement of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  by  removing 
what  are  called  *<  partial  and  temporary  impecliments"  to 
navi^tion;  and  this  is  to  be  done  under  an  alleged  dis- 
tinction between  improvements  for  foreign  commerce  and 
other  internal  improvements;  and  thus  the  constitution 
would  seem  to  be  stamped  on  a  sheet  of  clastic  gum,  to 
be  extended  as  circumstances  may  require.  But  1  am 
yet  at  a  loss  to  know  how  far  it  may  be  extended,  or  of 
what  msgnitttde  may  be  the  objects  of  this  power;  de 


minimis^  before  they  shall  rise  into  importance  enough  to 
belong  to  that  other  grade  of  nationality.  This  can  c\w 
away  small  obstructions,  sand  bars,  and  anti-national  snags; 
that  can  remove  mountiuns.  The  fifth  and  bst  class  is  an 
example  of  our  higliest  potency,  and  goes  for  a  thorough 
improvement  of  the  Ohio  river  as  far  up  as  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Speaker,  can  you  tell  me  what  committee  ismoit 
entitled  to  this  bill?  That  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  seemi 
to  me,  is  among  the  last  that  ought  to  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  it.  What  have  we?  Territorial  works?  militaiy 
road;  national  surveys;  commercial  obstructions;  great 
national  improvements !  Sir,  I  move  that  it  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port separate  bills  for  these  various  classes  of  cbjecti. 
How  are  we  to  vote  on  this  compound  ?  It  is  unjust  to 
compel  members  to  do  so.  No  two  of  these  classes,  sub- 
mitted separately,  could  get  the  same  vote  in  this  House. 
It  is  not  the  case  of  many  items,  all  resting  on  tlie  same 
principle;  and  even  there  it  is  wrong  to  have  an  cxteD* 
si ve  combination;  but  all  these  classes  depend  on  (lifer- 
ent principles,  in  the  estimation  of  some  gentlemen  herr; 
and  must  they  swallow  poison,  or  not  eat  at  all? 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  combinations  are  unfavorable  to 
the  correctness  and  the  purity  of  our  Legislature.  Human 
fi-ailty  ought  not  to  be  thus  tempted  to  do  what  is  wron^, 
rather  than  foregfo  some  particular  advantage.  1  speak 
on  ackoowledf^  principles;  and,  taking  to  myself  >v}ut 
I  impute  to  others,  I  repeat  the  idea,  tluit  tlic  practice  of 
such  combinations  b  alarmingly  dangerous  to  the  puritj 
of  our  actions  here.  Who  wulmgly  trusts  himself  in  such 
a  case,  forfeits,  in  some  degree,  the. confidence  of  others. 

On  this  motion,  and  the  item  of  one  hundred  and  fiftj 
thousand  dollars,  considerable  debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  LEA,  ARCHER,  VERPLANCK,  CARSON,  and 
SUTHERLAND  joined. 

&Ir.  CROCKETT  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion  to 
recommit,  for  several  reasons.  First,  the  object  of  the 
motion  was  to  destropr  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  late 
in  the  session,  and,  if  recommitted,  the  bill  could  not  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session. 

We  expected  to  hear  tlie  doctrines  advanced  by  that 
gentleman;  we  heard  his  sentiments  a  year  ago  upon  the 
principle.  For  his  own  pwt,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  alwn 
supported  the  system  of  internal  improvements,  awl,  u 
he  expected  to  be  consistent,  he  should  continue  to  sup> 
port  that  system  upon  principle,  at  least  until  be  was  bet* 
ter  informed  than  at  present.  Although,  said  Mr.  C,  our 
g^eat  man,  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  has  changed  hia 
course,  I  will  not  change  mine.  I  would  ratlter  be  po- 
litically dead  than  hypocritically  immortalized.  The  more 
I  become  acquainted  with  the  great  value  of  the  improve- 
ments  in  question,  the  more  I  am  satisfied  of  their  utltr 
in  a  national  point  of  view.  I  presume  the  improveroeat 
of  the  Ohio  and  Missisappi  rivers  is  as  much  a  work  of 
national  importance  as  any  improvement  in  the  countnr. 
At  the  commencement  of  that  work  it  may  hare  been 
slighted  by  the  managers,  but  I  am  persuaded  tliat  no  man 
acquainted  with  the  mode  now  pursued  can  doubt  the 
expediency  of  continuing  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  asks  how  long  this  appro- 
propriation  is  to  be  continued?  I  answer,  as  lonjf  a*  *** 
Mississippi  runs.  Wh;rt  is  money  compared  with  the  live* 
of  tlie  people  en|^aged  upon  that  river;  or  the  appropnt* 
tion  compared  with  the  amount  of  property  which  flo»^ 
upon  it  ?  Sir,  tlie  produce  of  thirteen  States  finds  its  raa^ 
ket  by  means  of  tliese  rivers. 

Those  State  rights  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  ap- 
propriations by  the  General  Government  for  purposssof 
internal  improvement,  may  think  that  the  navigat.on  ot 
those  rivers  ought  to  be  improved  by  the  Statts.  I  »h<"|" 
like  to  know  what  State  is  to  Uke  charge  of  the  Missis8|- 
pi,  and  to  clear  the  obstructions  of  that  river.  S.r,  I  a* 
hope  the  question  will  be  taken,  that  we  shall  adnpt  tw 
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Amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky*  and  pass  the 
bill. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Polk]  says  he  hopes  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  surveys  will  be  stricken  oiit--I  bope  it  will 
not.  He  says  he  has  been  a  supporter  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, and  tliat  he  still  supports  it.  I  was  also  a 
supporter  of  this  administration  after  it  came  into  power, 
and  until  the  Chief  Magistrate  changed  the  principles 
which  he  professed  before  his  election.  When  he  quitted 
tliose  principles,  I  quit  him.  I  am  yet  a  Jackson  man  in 
principles,  but  not  in  name.  The  name  is  nothing.  I 
support  those  principles,  but  not  men.  1  shall  insist  upon 
it  that  I  am  still  a  Jackson  man,  but  General  Jackson  is  not; 
he  has  become  a  Van  Quren  man.  1  hope  the  motion  to 
recomnut  will  not  prevail. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lo8t-^3reas  69,  nays  107. 

Mr.  POLK  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation 
of  twenty-five  tliousand  dollars  for  surveys,  and  argued  at 
some  length  against  the  appropriation.  Mr.  BUCHANAN 
and  Mr.  CROCKETT  advocated  the  appropriation,  and 
the  question  being  taken  on  striking  it  out,  it  was  nega^ 
tjved  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS. — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Archer,  Barnwell,  James  Blair,  Bockee,  Bouldin, 
Brodhead,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carson,  Chandler, 
Claiborne,  Clay,  Coke,  Conner,  Craig,  Crocheron,  Da- 
venport, Desha,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Drayton,  Earll,  Find- 
lay,  Foster,  Fry,  Oaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  HoUand, 
HoffVnan,  Cave  Johnson,  Perkins  King,  Lea,  Lent,  Lewis, 
Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  Thus.  Maxwell,  McCoy,  Mclii- 
tirc,  Nuckolls,  Patton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Rencher, 
Roane,  Sanford,  Aug.  II.  Sheppcrd,  Shields,  Speight, 
Xaliafcrro,  Wiley  Thompson,  Trezvant,  Tucker,  Camp. 
P.  White,  WicklifTe,  Wdde,  Wiltiams.— 66. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Armstrong,  Amokl,  Bartley,  Bates, 
Baylor,  Beekman,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Surges,  Butman,  Cahoon,  Childs,  Chilton,  Clark,  Cole- 
man, Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Crane,  Crawford, 
Crockett,  Creighton,  Crowninshield,  John  Davis,  Deber- 
ry,  Denny,  Doddridge,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Eager,  Ells- 
virorth,  (Seorge  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Horace  Everett, 
Finch,  Ford,  Forvrard,  Gilmore,  Grennell,  Gurley,  Haw- 
kins Hemphill,  Hodges,  Howard,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ington, Ihrie,  Thomas  Irwin,  William  W.  Irvin,  Isacks, 
Johns,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kennon,  Kincaid, 
Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lyon,  >lartindale,  Lewis 
Maxwell,  McCreery,  McDufiie,  Mercer,  MiUer,  ^litchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Ramsey,  Randolpli,  Reed, 
Richardson,  Rose,  Russel,  Scutt,  William  B.  Shepard,  Sill, 
Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spencer,  Spngg,  Stan- 
bery,  Standefer,  Sterigere,  Henr}*  R.  Storrs,  William  L. 
Btorrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Swift,  Taylor,  Test, 
John  Thomson,  Tracy,  Vance,  Yamum,  Verplanck,  Vin- 
ton, Washington,  WhitUesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Wilson, 
Yancey,  Young. — 109. 

I'he  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

Fridat,  FxnnuABT  25. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  of  Mr.  C.  P.  Wbttk, 
proposing  to  print  six  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
reports  pro  and  eon  of  the  Judiciary  committee,  on  the 
propriety  of  repealing  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  tlie  judi- 
ciary act  of  1789. 

Iklr.  FOSTER  resumed  tlie  floor  in  favor  of  the  repeal, 
and  spoke  halfan  hourinconclumon  oPhis  remarks;  when 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maine,  rose,  and  observed  that  it  could 
now  no  longer  be  said  that  those  who  coincided  with  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  had  not  had  fuU 
opportunity  for  discussing  the  question  and  advocating 


their  views.  He  would,  therefore,  now  move  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  being  seconded, 

Mr.  PETTIS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  they 
were  refused. 

Mr.  STERIGERE  moved  that  tlie  resolution  lie  on  the 
table.     Negatived. 

The  previous  question  was  then  carried,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative— yeas  140,  nays  32.  x 

PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVERETT,  of  Mass.,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  (two-thirds  concurring,)  for  the  purpose  of 
takmgup  the  bill  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  to  authorize 
a  subscription  to  Gales  and  Seaton's  compilation  of  the  do- 
cuments of  Congress  prior  to  the  burning  of  the  capitol{ 
and  the  bill  was  then  taken  up — ^94  to  76. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  opposed  the  biU,  and  Mr.  CHILTON 
advocated  it. 

Mr.  CONDICT  then  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
the  motion  was  seconded,  and  earned  by  yeas  and  nays — 
87  to  82. 

>tr.  SPEIGHT  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  but  the  mo- 
tion was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a 
third  reading,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays — ^93  to  92. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee,  Mr.  Polk  in  the 
chair,  on  sundry  appropriation  bills.  The  first  taken  up 
was  the  bill  for  carrying  into  eflfect  certain  Indian  treaties. 

Mr.  BlcDUFFIE  moved  to  insert  an  appropriation  <^ 
eighty  tliousand  dollars  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Choc- 
taw treatv  recently  ratified  by  tlie  Senate.  He  moved 
the  amendment  by  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  not  because  he  felt  any  necessity  for  it 
himself. 

Mr.  BATES,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  regretted  not 
to  see  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  in 
his  place.  In  this  dark  sea  he  thought  the  House  had  a 
right  to  know  from  the  pilot  by  what  course^  or  what  star, 
it  was  saili ng.  If  the  Indians  are  the  citixens  of  the  States, 
and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  as  contended 
for,  he  would  thank  any  disciple  of  the  school  of  strict 
construction,  or  of  any  other,  to  show  the  auUiority  of 
tills  Government  to  purchase  their  land,  to  remove 
or  educate  them  as  proposed.  Mr.  B.  said  some  of  hit 
constituents  wished  to  sell  their  lands,  and  would  be  yery 
tliankful  if  the  Government  would  buy  them  out  and  aid 
in  their  removal.  If  the  Indians  are  in  fact  independent 
nations  or  tribes,  as  he  supposed  they  were,  then  no  dif- 
ficulty appears  in  the  case;  but  if  they  are  citizens  of  the 
States,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  he  saw 
no  power  in  the  Government  to  interfere.  The  poficy 
seems  to  be,  to  consider  them  as  independent  for  all  pur- 
poses beneficial  to  u%  and  as  citizens  for  all  purposes  pre- 
judicial to  them.  He  honed  some  one  of  the  committee 
would  favor  the  House  witn  their  views  upon  Uiis  obscure 
subject,  that  its  course  might  be  uniform. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said  that  he  did  not  intend  at  that  late 
hour  (being  10  o'clock  P.  M.)  to  make  an  Indian  speech. 
No,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  have  more  respect  for  myself,  and 
for  the  House,  than  to  consume  a  moment  of  time,  that 
may  not  be  demanded  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
preceded  him  in  this  debate. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Mean*-, 
who  proposed  this  amendment,  had  informed  the  House 
that  the  sum  specified  was  necessary  to  meet  the  stipula- 
tions contained  in  the  Choctaw  treaty. 

We,  said  Mr.  L.,  not  only  have  the  gentleman's  word 
for  it,  but  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  sent  the 
treaty  itself  to  the  House,  that  every  gentleman  may  ex- 
amine it  for  himself)  and  he  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
do  so,  will  not  only  find  that  the  gross  sum  of  eighty  thou* 
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Band  dollars  b  required,  but  he  will  tee  the  guardian  care 
of  true  friendship  manifested  to  these  sons  of  the  forest, 
in  the  Tarious  items  which  make  that  g^ross  amount. 

He  will  see  provisions  made  for  schools,  cimrches,  the 
mechanic  arts,  and  for  furnishing  these  people  with  cattle, 
to  graze  and  roam  and  multiply  in  the  beautiful  natural 
meadows  of  their  new  Western  home. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  must  express  some  surprise,  with  all 
n^  respect  for  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
otVfKys  and  Means,  [Mr.  McDnms,]  at  the  view  which 
he  has  taken  of  this  subject,  ile  tells  you  that  he  pro- 
poied  this  amendment,  rather  as  a  performance  of  a  duty 
which  devolved  on  him  firam  the  position  which  he  occu- 
pies as  a  member  of  this  House,  than  from  a  belief  that  Uie 
appropriation  is  necessary  to  carry  tiie  treaty  into  effect. 

He  IMS  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  bill  of  the  last 
session  providing  for  the  emigration  of  the  Indians  affords 
to  the  Executive  the  necessary  funds  to  comply  with  the 
stipulations  of  the  Choctaw  treaty,  and  consequently  that 
the  appropriation  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  is  unneces- 
sary. Mr.  L.  sud  he  must  beg  leave  to  differ  witli  the 
honorable  gentleman  ^  he  [Mr.  L.!  concurred  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  construction  which 
he  had  placed  upon  the  Indian  bill  of  the  last  session.  No- 
thing in  that  bill  could  be  found  to  authorize  the  building 
of  school-houses,  churches,  and  the  purchase  of  cattle, 
(and  other  items  contained  in  the  treaty,)  for  the  Indians 
who  mig^it  emigrate  from  the  east  to  the  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  and  his  political 
friends  who  coincide  in  his  views  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
emigration,  are  not  only  the  professed  friends  of  the  red 
roan,  but  thty  are  friends  in  reality;  they  are  disposed  to 
prove  their  fiiuth  by  their  works;  they  not  only  wish  to  re- 
move the  Indians  from  the  States,  but  they  are  anx'ously 
disposed  to  better  their  condition,  and,  if  possible,  elevate 
their  character,  and  add  to  tlie  comfort  and  welfare  of 
these  perishing  remnants  of  tlie  aboriginal  race  of  this  vast 
continent.  Every  consideration  of  justice,  magnanimity, 
and  enli^tened  policy,  connected  with  the  present  and 
future  history  of  our  republic,  demands  at  our  hands  a  libe- 
ral policy  towards  the  Indians.  On  subjects  relating  to 
the  disbursement  of  public  money  to  promote  the  interest 
of  the  Indians,  we  should  not  hentate  to  be  liberal.  In 
the  present  case  every  expenditure  contemplated  will  not 
only  be  reimbursed  to  the  treasury,  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  lands  acquired  from  tlie  Choctaws,  but  a  very  conside- 
rable surplus  will  arise  from  that  source.  The  friends  of 
emigration  stand  pre-eminent  in  liberality  to  the  Indians. 
The  enemies  of  this  policy,  prodigal  in  public  expendi- 
tures generally,  are  great  economists  touching  all  appro- 
priations relating  to  the  comfort,  improvement,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Indians. 

But,  if  the  destiny  of  heaven  does  not  forbid  it.  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  and  his  friends  who  co-operate  with  him, 
will  evince  to  the  world,  that,  notwitlistanding  the  obsta- 
cles thrown  in  their  way  by  their  opponents,  they  have 
been  successfully  engaged  in  a  work  founded  in  wis 
dom,  benevolence,  and  christian  philanthropy.  Mr.  L. 
said  he  would  now  call  upon  his  l^tassachiisetts  opponents, 
[Messrs.  Batxs  and  Evbbbtt,]  as  well  as  all  their  co- 
workers, to  prove  the  sincerity  of  their  professed  friend- 
ship  to  the  Indians,  by  their  votes.  The  case  presented, 
Baid  Mr.  L.,  is  simply  this:  will  you  leave  the  [mlians  in 
tl»eir  new  Western  homes — naked  and  destitute  ?  Or  will 
you  provide  for  their  comfort,  instruction,  and  benefit,  ac- 
cording to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty^ 

The  President  and  his  friends  have  a  thousand  times 
been  fitlsely  aocuse.l  of  entertaining  unkind  and  oppres- 
sive views  towards  the  Indians  as  clisregarding  their  inte- 
rest, and  only  desiring  their  removal,  from  selfish  and  im- 
moral considei*atio»^s. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.   L.,  if  PresidcHt  Jackson  and  the 


Georgians  were  not  the  true  friends  andbenefaetonofthe 
Indians,  they  would  be  entirely  indifferent  upon  the  nib^ 
iect  of  tliis  appropriation.  Tlie  provisions  of  the  Indiai 
bill  of  the  last  session  provides  all  the  requisKe  means  for 
the  removal  of  the  Indians,  But,  by  the  late  trcity  vith 
the  Choctaws^  further  stipulations  have  been  enteral  into, 
highly  important  to  the  interest  of  the  Indians.  The  Seic 
ate  have  ratified  that  treaty.  Tlie  appropriation  of  the 
money  is  now  asked  of  this  House--«nd  with  sstoniahment 
we  see  the  whole  of  the  politicai  misnonaries  place  them* 
selves  in  the  most  hostile  attitude  to  the  interest  of  their 
red  brethren  and  beloved  allies,  the  Indians^  win  hart 
so  often  been  pathetically  wept  over  by  their  pretended 
friends  in  different  sections  of  this  Union. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, have  we  not  seen  the  proceedings  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Sutc  of  Massachusetts  assuming  the  preroga- 
tive of  sitting  in  judgment  upon  heathen  aS'airs  in  gcn^ 
ral.  They  liave  modestly  denounced  General  Jackms 
and  Georgia.  They  have  instructed  their  Senators  aod 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  influence  toKcti- 
fy  the  supposed  wrongs  of  the  President  and  Georgia,  wbidi 
tliey  have  been  deepied  guilty  of,  in  what  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts  conmders  violations  of  Indian  rights  and 
sovereignty.  Tlieir  Representatives  here  [Bletsrs.  Batd 
and  Evbbbtt]  have  ^thfuNy  obeyed  their  instrucboi& 
And  how  have  they  done  itr  By  making  speeches  m 
matters  and  things  in  ^neral,  relatiog  to  Indian  afHtin^ 
By  attempting  to  wrest  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  his  official  prerogative  and  discretion  in  the  mode 
of  the  payment  of  Indian  annuities^  and  making  him  sub* 
servient  to  the  power  of  President  Ross  and  his  Northcn 


plan  of  our  opponents,  said  Mr.  L..,  is  obvious.  With  all 
their  professions  of  devotion  to  the  interest  of  the  Indiaas, 
their  conduct  proves  they  care  nothing  about  them,  fu^ 
tlier  than  to  use  them  as  a  pretext  to  irritate,  agitate,  and 
goad  on  the  South  to  acts  of  indiscretion.  To  weaken 
the  bonds  of  the  Union,  by  causing  the  Southern  Statei 
to  commit  hasty  acta  of  imprudence,  that  may  palliate  or 
plead  an  apology  for  tlie  designs  and  measures  of  die 
North,  in  days  that  have  gone  by.  I  trust  that  my  belor- 
ed  South  will  not  be  humed  on  to  any  act  of  indnscretioa. 
That  we  may  not  suffer  our  affections  to  be  alienated  fnm 
the  people  of  any  portion  of  this  Union  by  the  Tarioui 
provocations  of  tliose  who  are  engaged  in  the  unholy  vorks 
of  discord  and  distraction.  I  have  neitlier  time  nor  dispo- 
sition, said  Mr<  L.,  to  notice  all  the  absurdities  of  our  op- 
ponents. I  must  draw  to  a  close,  by  admonishing  our  op- 
ponents to  cast  the  beam  out  of  their  own  eye,  before  they 
attempt  to  meddle  with  the  mote  in  the  eye  of  others. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Li.,  the  people  of  Massacbusetta,  havinsf 
long  since  destroyed  and  consumed  their  own  Indians,  m 
their  own  way,  without  molestation  from  any  body,  I 
would  advise  tliem  not  to  interfere  longer  with  tlie  Soudi- 
em  States  in  the  efforts  which  tliey  are  making  to  nve 
their  Indians. 

Geor^^  understands  her  constitutional'  rights,  and  she 
will  preserve  them.  **  No  new  State  shall  be  formed  out 
of  any  part  of  any  State,  or  parts  of  States,  of  this  Union, 
without  tlie  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  tlie  States  coo- 
cerned,  as  well  as  the  Congress  of  the  UniU^d  States." 

Congress  has  no  consttutional  power  to  prejudice  the 
claims  of  any  State  of  this  Union  to  its  territorial  nghwof 
jurisdiction.  Moreover,  it  is  the  imperative  constiiutioiw 
duty  of  the  United  Statea  to  protect  each  and  even  State 
of  the  Union,  not  only  from  invasion,  but  from  donxstjc 
violence.  Again :  The  enumeration,  in  the  constitutior,  of 
certain  rights  **  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  di«p>r 
rag^e  others,  retained  by  the  people."  Ninth  amendirtBt 
of  the  cunatitution. 
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A^Dy  tenth  amendment  of  th«  constitution:  "The 
powers  not  delected  to  the  United  States  by  the  consti- 
tution,  nor  prohibited  to  it  by  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  the  people." 

Eleventh  amendment:  "The  jurisdictional  power  of 
the  United  States  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
suit  in  law  or  equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against 
any  of  the  United  States,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any 
foreign  Sute." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  my  State  is  amply  and  fully  sustained 
in  all  her  acts,  deeds,  and  doctrines  upon  the  various  In- 
dian subjects — by  the  plain  letter  and  obvious  spirit  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States— and  I  have  taken  a  so- 
lemn oath  to  support  that  instrument. 

Mr.  8TORRS,  of  New  York,  desired  to  know  whether 
the  treaty  was  before  the  House.  It  was  unprecedented 
to  vote  an  appropriation  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect  be- 
fore the  President  communicated  a  copy  of  it  to  the  House. 
No  sach  communication,  he  was  informed,  had  been  made, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  D WIGHT  was  not  solicitous  shout  the  amendment, 
bat  he  stated  that  his  object  was  embraced  in  the  general 
appropriation  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  last  year :  but 
that  appropriation  had  not  been  touched;  it  remained  in  the 
treasury,  aAid  would  go  to  the  surplus  fund,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  new  appropriation  for  this  object,  if  it 
was  to  be  effected. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  observed  he  was  indifferent  about  the 
fate  of  the  amendment  in  committee.  He  bad  oflTered  it 
now,  that  he  might  be  able  to  offer  it  in  the  House  when  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  should  be  received. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected  without  a  count 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  harbors,  and  providing  for  certain  survep^s. 

Mr.  LEA  moved  to  increase  the  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Tennessee  river  from  five  hundred  to 
live  thousand  dollars,  and  to  include  the  branches  of  that 
river;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWKINS,  of  New  York,  moved  an  appropriation 
of  five  thousand  dollars  for  removing  the  bar  from  the 
mouth  of  Black  river,  on  Lake  Ontario;  which  amendment 
Mr.  HOWARD  opposed,  and  Mr.  HAWKINS  explained 
and  earnestly  advocated,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  an  appropriation 
of  five  thousand  dollars  to  remove  certain  shoals  below 
Washington,  in  North  Carolina;  but  avowed  that  he  could 
not  vote  for  it  himself,  yet  hoped  that  those  who  had 
no  constitutional  scruples  on  the  subject  of  such  appro- 
priations would  agree  to  it.    The  amendment  was  rej  ected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SWIFT,  an  appropriation  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  was  inserted  for  deepening  the  channel  be- 
tween Hero,  on  Lake  Champlain. 

Messrs.  BOONE,  RICHARDSON,  and  LECOMPTE 
made  unsuccessful  attempts  to  g^  appropriations  for  par- 
ticular objects. 

The  committee  next  took  up,  in  succession,  the  light- 
house bill,  and  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  a  custom-house  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  which  having  gone  through, 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  all  the  bills  to  the 
House;  afid  then 

l*he  House  adjourned. 

Satvkdat,  Fsbhuabt  26. 

LIVE  OAK  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  7th  of  January,  upon  the  subject  of  live  oak 
timber  in  Florida,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  puniihment  of  offences  in  cutting, 


destroying,  or  removing  five  oak  and  other  timber,  or  trees 
reserved  tbr  naval  purposes;  which  bill  having  been  twice 
read,  Mr.  H.  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WILDE  had  the  preservation  of  this  invaluable 
timber  much  at  heart,  and  doubted  the  expediency  of  the 
course  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
relation  to  it.  He  hoped  this  bill  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  or  the  Secretary,  and  tiiat  it  was  not 
the  precursor  of  an  intention  to  abandon  the  artificial  cul- 
tivation and  protection  of  the  live  oak  timber. 

Mr.  HOFFMAN  replied  distinctly  that  it  was  not;  but 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  continue 
theprotection  and  cultivation  of  the  timber. 

The  biU  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

DUTY  ON  SUGAR. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Georgia,  on  the  11th  January 
last,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  sugar. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Louiaana,  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

He  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  sHuation  in  which  he 
was  placed  was  a  venr  imfortunate  one;  and  misfortune 
wouM  sometimes  impel  a  man  to  do  what  he  would  otlicr- 
wise  abstain  from. 

An  interest  of  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  the 
State  from  whence  I  come,  said  Mr.  W. — and,  I  think,  no 
less  important  to  the  people  who  abide  in  every  other 
State— has  been  directly  assaulted.     I'he  gentleman  who 
had  the  honor  of  leading  the  van  in  that  attack,  has  made 
a  number  of  statements,  and  luis  usiiered  them  to  the 
world  in  the  semblance  of  facts.     I,  however,  am  unable 
to  accredit  them  in  that  capacity.     But,  at  all  events,  they 
are  asseverations  made,  or  purporting  to  be  made,  on  the 
floor  of  Congress,  and  they  ought  either  to  be  admitted 
if  found  to  be  correct,  or  contravened  if  a  doubt  be  raised 
as  to  their  accuracy.     The  honorable  mover  had  a  right 
to  say  what  he  did,  and  to  say  it  at  the  time  he  did.     It 
was  a  franchise  belonging  to  him,  as  the  introducer  of  the 
measure.     Afler  he  had  concluded  his  oration,  and  had 
been  supported  by  a  speech  from  another  quarter,  the 
duty  fell  to  me — though  many  other  genUemen  would 
have  been  infinitely  more  competent  to  the  task — ^to  make 
some  reply,  if  any  were  required;  not,  however,  to  an- 
swer at  that  time,  because  the  finger  of  the  dial  was  just, 
approaching  the  point  which  must  bid  the  altercation  ter- 
minate for  that  day.     The  circumstance  has  been  so  stated 
in  the  newspapers;  and  the  people  where  we  live  must  be 
looking,  with  some  curiosity,  to  see  whether  we  have 
thought  it  worth  while  to  denegate,  or  have  quietly  made 
up  our  minds  to  acquiesce  in  those  facts  of  the  gentleman's 
invention,  in  which  they  must  think,  with  ourselves,  tiiat 
be   is  blest  with  a  most   wonderfiil    facility.      It  does 
seem  hard  that  such  a  sequence  of  rhapsodies  should  be 
suffered  to  go  abroad  through  the  country,  with  the 
avowed  object  for  which  they  were  emitted,  without  any 
opportunity  being  afforded  to  examine  their  infallibility 
at  the  source  from  whence  they  emanated.  Yet  here  have 
we  been  met,  and  precluded  by  the  rule  of  the   House 
which  sets  apart  but  one  hour  a  day.for  the  consi<leration  of 
the  subject,  together  with  a  great  variety  of  other  things 
which  constantly  supersede  and  take  precedence  over  it. 
I  have  been  waiting  in  perfect  resigiuition  for  the  na- 
tural order:  yet,  duTing  all  this  period  of  expectation,  but 
one  opportunity  has  presented  itself,  and  that  was,  on  one 
mornmg,  the  poor  space  of  something  less  than  five  mi- 
nutes by  the  clock;  and  even  then  the  House  was  not  rea- 
dy for  the  discussion.     But  if  we  had  been  ready,  and 
had  been  furnished  with  the  docnmentii  for  which  we  were 
waiting,  and  which  were  deemed  indispensable,  and  with- 
out which,  of  a  surety,  I  could  not  have  proceeded  with 
any  kind  of  propriety,  it  would  have  been  but  a  mockery 
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to  take  up  a  subject  of  so  much  magnitude,  to  be  then 
laid  aside  to  make  room  for  other  matten  of  minor  con- 


sequence. 

The  resolution  has  at  last  come  up  in  its  regular  turn: 
and  what  portion  of  time  is  now  allotted  to  it?  Why,  sir, 
a  considerable  portion  ^of  the  hour  is  already  flown,  and 
its  remaining  moments*are  fast  ebbing  during  the  allusion. 
There  are  but  four  days  afler  this  remaining  of  tiiis  se»- 
sion,  and,  even  of  these  foiur,  one  is  assigned  to  the  con- 
sideration of  petitions;  and  if  we  continue  to  adhere  ri- 
gidly to  the  hoiu*  rule,  I  see  no  chance  worth  talking  about, 
for  any  response  from  our  side  of  the  House. 

The  subject-matter  of  the  resolution,  like  all  matters  of 
political  economy,  is  complex  in  its  nature,  involving  a 
great  multiplicity  of  topics,  which,  indeed,  I  have  no  pre- 
tension to  be  able  to  suggest,  much  less  to  treat  in  a  fitting 
manner.  Yet  it  would  be  gratifying  to  me,  in  the  attempt 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  make,  to  have  some  little  more  lati- 
tude than  the  rule  allows.  I  am  aware  that  it  requires 
some  eflTort  of  boldness  to  ask  any  departure  from  rule, 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  session,  when  so  much  important 
matter  is  pressinr  on  the  time  and  attention  of  Congress; 
and  it  is  with  entire  deference  to  the  views  and  feelings  of 
every  gentleman,  that  I  make  the  request,  which  nothing 
but  a  strong  sense  of  duty  prompts  me  to:  it  is  fur  a  brief 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

[The  question  on  suspending  the  rule  for  an  hour  was 
put,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  more  than  two-tliirds. 
Mr.  W.  then  continued:] 

I  am  sorry,  very  sorry,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  a  conjuncture 
should  have  presented  itself,  to  make  it  needful  for  any 
one  from  the  country  where  I  live  to  say  any  thing  that 
may  at  all  connect  itself  with  this  much  vexed  subject  of 
protecting  duties.  Whatever  may  be  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  the  tariff  poliG^y;  whether  its  operation  has  been 
a  beneficial  one,  as  I  think  it  has,  to  the  nation  at  large, 
or  an  injurious  one,  as  some  wiser  men  than  I  am  seem  to 
opine — in  short,  whether  it  has  proved  a  national  blessing 
or  a  national  curse — ^as  its  apologists  and  its  revilers  a£^ 
ternatcly  contend — We  (I  speak  in  the  name  of  those  who 
send  me)  have  beguiled  ourselves  with  the  belief  that  the 
duty  contemplated  by  this  resolution  was,  from  its  very 
nature,  and  from  all  its  concomitant  circumstances,  en> 
tirely  foreign  to  that  long  agitated  controversy. 

Looking  back  for  its  origin  to  a  former  century — coeval 
almost,  in  its  existence,  with  the  very  Government  under 
which  we  live — ^having  grown  up,  as  it  has,  with  the 
growth  of  the  country,  and  interwoven  itself,  as  it  must 
have  done,  with  all  its  political  economy,  as  well  as  with 
the  individual  and  domestic  economy  of  every  man  and 
every  woman  in  it — claiming  no  identity  in  point  of  date 
with  either  of  the  far-famed  tariff  acts  of  1 824  or  1828, 
which  have  become  so  offensive  to  the  sensibilities  of  gen- 
tlemen, and  against  which  alone  their  professed  hostilities 
have  been  hitherto  directed;  transcendently  lucrative, 
valuable,  and  important,  as  we  know  the  interest  which 
has  grown  up  under  it  to  be  to  all,  and  less  so  to  ourselves 
than  to  the  people  of  every  other  portion  and  fractional 
subdivision  of  this  nation— <ieep]y  imbued  with^all  these 
impress'ons,  we  have  been  so  far  the  victims  of  credulity, 
as  to  hope  that  the  elements  of  that  strife  might  rage  and 
fret  themselves  to  death,  without  ever  reaching  us,  in  the 
seclusion  of  our  distant,  peaceful,  unobtrusive  agricultu- 
ral pursuits. 

The  uniform  course  of  the  State,  through  its  represen- 
tation on  the  floor,  has  been  such,  one  would  tliink,  as  to 
mitigate,  if  any  thing  could  assuage,  that  reckless  zeal, 
which  would  now  press  onward,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences, to  the  utter  annihilation  of  the  little  doubtful 
prosperity  we  have  enjoyed;  which  would  f;un  break  down 
even  unto  the  very  dykes  of  the  Mississippi,  and  turn  the 
old  flood  loose,  to  revel  once  more  over  an  extent  of 
fertile  country,  which  notliing  but  a  century  of  unparal- 


leled labor  and  privation  has  succeded  in  reclaiming  fran 
its  once  superincumbent  waste  of  water;  and  bai  tnm- 
formed  it  into  a  bright  and  busy  mart,  where  the  active  aad 
the  enterprising  of  the  fellow-citixens  of  every  gentlentta 
on  this  floor  daily  and  hourly  resort,  to  gamer  up  and 
carry  home  ttores  of  hoarded  wealth,  in  rrtum  for  the 
various  products,  whether  of  agriculture  or  manu&ctore, 
of  the  several  countries  where  they  reside. 

To  dry  up  these  sources  of  national  and  individuii 
wealth,  and  to  convert  our  shores,  now  decked  with  coit* 
ly  manufacturing  estabU^nkenta,  into  idle  solitudes,  is  the 
object.  It  must  be  the  patriotic  wish  of  gentlemen;  and 
if  it  be  not  the  object,  then  let  me  tell  them,  it  ine?ita- 
bly  would  be  the  enect  of  the  measure,  supposing  it  carried 
into  fulfilment,  I  speak  it  in  the  utmost  seriousDeis, 
when  I  declare  my  belief,  in  which  I  am  confinned  bjr  tht 
opinion  of  every  intelligent  man  where  I  live,  that  it  m 
abolish  this  duty,  you  make  the  banks  of  the  Aliimiiippia 
wilderness;  and,  so  far  as  my  individual  option  goei,  I 
would  rather  you  did  your  work  thoroughly  tlun  by 
halves.  Gentlemen  may  talk  about  mndificatioii,  from  the 
gratuitous  supposition  that  men  who  are  doing  so  astoniab' 
ingly,  may  well  bear  a  reduction.  They  may  romance  u 
much  as  they  please  about  eight  or  ten  hogaheaiii  to 
the  acre,  or  to  the  hand,  whichever  way  they  choose  to 
have  it:  I  say,  that  if  you  touch  the  duty,  by  that  &tal 
contact  you  in  all  probability  sink  fifty  mil^ons  of  the  Mr 
tion's  capital*  and  transfer  at  once  to  the  foreigner  tbo 
five'or  sixmilHons  which  its  employment  now  produces 
to  tlie  people  of  the  United  States,  and  in  which  they  ill, 
full  nigh,  come  in  for  equal  shares.  And,  rather  Una 
liave  you  lay  a  violating  hand  on  any  part  of  the  ark  of  ocr 
covenant,  I  would  invite  you  to  do  at  once  the  ultioiatiini 
of  your  destructiveness,  and  strike  every  vestige  of  it 
from  the  page  of  your  statute  book. 

I  made  some  allusion  to  the  line  of  conduct  held  by  the 
State  in  relation  to  these  matters.  Sir,  whether  ws 
course  be  characterized  by  wisdom  or  by  folly,  I  do  sot 
stand  here  to  discuss.  But  there  is  one  fact  1  may  be  pe^ 
mitted  to  remind  gentlemen  of,  which  is  this — that  those 
said  tariff  laws,  be  they  right  or  vrong,  against  viiich 
they  are  pleased  to  take  so  much  umbrage,  are  in  no  wise 
indebted  to  us  for  their  being:  it  was  no  auxiliary  hand  of 
ours  that  helped  to  call  them  into  existence,  hxk 
back  through  the  record*  of  yoiu'  parliamentary  pn* 
ceeding,  and,  if  I  be  not  raig^itily  mistaken,  you  will  '^ 
variably  find  the  voices  of  our  representation  on  the 
negative  side  of  all  questions  for  the  increase  of  duties 
wiih  the  sole  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  act  of  1816i 
whereby  the  duty  now.  in  question  was  created,  and  for 
which  I  have  heard  it  stated;  sometimes  tauntingly,  tbit 
some  of  them  were  induced  to  vote.  And  what  of  th»i 
Why,  sir,,  in  so  doing,  they  acted  conjunctly,  and  moved 
hand  in  hand,  with  all  the  principal  members  and  ary 
phsd  of  these  very  States  who  now,  forsooth,  find  it  meet 
to  ring  the  alarum  bells— at  what^  At  a  most  importaot 
national  interest,  now  grown  hoary,  and,  one  would  almost 
think,  prescriptive,  by  time,  and  which  was  deemed  by 
their  best  public  men,  in  181^  to  be  an  object  deserriog 
their  utmost  solicitude  and  regard;  an  interest,  too,  whicli 
has  since  produced  to  gentlemen,  and  to  every  man  who  has 
had  a  hand  in  sending  them  here,  benefits  more  substan- 
tial and  material  than  any  thing  their  law  makers  of  that 
day  could  have  anticipated — ay,  far  transcending  all  they 
could  have  dreamed,  in  their  moments  of  warmest  aspira- 
tion for  the  future  success  and  prosperity  of  their  countiy. 

But,  sir,  I  am  running  forward  of  wliat  I  was  gfoing  w 
say  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  State  toachiflff 
tliese  said  tarifiT questions.  Returning  to  that  point,  ltt^ 
that  throughout  the  whole  course  of  our  national  lcgi>l*^ 
live  history,  up  to  the  act  of  1828  inclusively,  whatever 
little  weight  our  representation  may  have  had  in  the  coun- 
ciU  of  the  country,  has  always,  or  generally,  gone  jn  op- 
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position  to  proposals  for  the  increase  of  duties.  And  how 
do  we,  their  successors,  now  act  ?  Why,  we,  in  pursuance 
of  the  dictates  of  our  own  mind,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  expressed  legislative  will  of-— I  will  not  say  our  coun- 
try— but  I  say  that,  in  obedience  to  our  own  judgments, 
and  to  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  Leeislature  of  our 
State,  we  now  freely  give  our  votes  for  Uie  maintenance 
of  enactments  which  our  predecessors  may  not,  perhaps, 
have  supported  on  their  passage.  Nor  am  I  at  all  aware 
that  the  fact  implies  any  fickleness  of  purpose,  or  any 
vascillation  of  sentiment  or  policy.  I  apprehend  you 
would  find  us  as  slow  now,  as  you  found  them  then,  in 
jrielding  our  assent  to  any  projected  scheme  of  augmenta- 
tion, however  useful  or  expedient  we  might  deem  it.  This, 
however,  is  but  surmise  of  mine,  and  on  that  point,  of 
course,  we  must  beg  leave  to  reserve  to  ourselves  the 
right  of  decision.  But,  sir,  to  impose  duties  is  one 
thing,  and  to  take  off  duties  is  another  and  an  awfully 
different  thing.  It  is  one  thing  to  hold  out  your  induce- 
ments to  industry  and  capital,  and  it  is  another  and  a  very 
distinct  thing,  "  by  one  fell  swoop"  of  your  legislative  be- 
som, to  sweep  from  the  face  of  tlie  earth  millions  of  in- 
dustry and  capital,  which,  by  your  national  faith,  tacitly 
plighted — ^unlessyou  are  ready  to  repudiate  all  idea  of 
faith  in  a  Government  like  ours — by  your  nation's  fiiith 
pledged,  and  religiously  observed,  too,  for  a  tract  of  time 
^ — say  twenty-seven  years,  for  such  is  about  the  period  of 
its  application  to  us — you  have  called  forth  and  lured  into 
the  fair  field  of  honest  enterprise  and  successful  competi- 
tion. 

These  are,  in  part,  the  motives  on  which  our  conduct 
proceeds;  and  I  challenge  the  casuistry  of  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  and  I  invite  the  sober  sense  and  equitable  feel- 
ing of  the  American  people,  wherever  fbund,  to  gainsay 
them  if  thejr  can.  Yes,  I  would  appeal  from  the  bicker- 
*"Sr  J^*Jo"5ics  of  this  heated,  inflammatory  atmosphere,  to 
the  hearts  and  to  the  heads  of  ^the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  none  quicker  than  to  those  who  live  in  Geor- 
gia and  Virginia. 

But,  sir,  the  motives  I  have  mentioned  do  not  constitute 
our  sole  and  only  spring  of  conduct.  While  we  acknow- 
ledge some  regard  for  the  interests  of  persons  dwelling 
in  other  portions  of  the  country,  from  the  conviction  that 
their  prosperity  is  our  prosperity;  while  we  are  even  so 
unfashionable  as  to  own  some  deference  for  that  precept 
of  the  moral  law  which  forbids  us  wantonly  to  destroy  or 
to  injure  our  fellows,  we  have  other  more  immediate,  pal- 
pable, and  materisd  governing  considerations. 

When  those  much  abused  tariff  acts  were  in  the  chry- 
salis state,  we  did  not  precisely  understand  how  they  were 
to  operate.     They  were  represented  to  us  in  the  l.ght  of 
**  experiments."   The  system  cognomened  **  American," 
seemed  likely  to  lead  us  on  "  through  new  scenes  of  un- 
tried being,"  and,  as  w^as  natural  to  men  on  the  verge  of 
an  important  step,  we  paused  to  soliloquize.     But,  sir, 
the  experiment  has  since  been  tried  before  our  eyes;  and 
^^'e  think  we  have  witnessed  its  success.     We  have  seen 
it  realize,  or  tending  rapidly  to  realize,  almost  all  that  was 
predicted  of  it,  at  the  time,  by  its  friends,  and  conse- 
quently fiilsify,  or  rather  agreeably  disappoint,  the  sinister 
vaticinations  of  its  foes.     Its  immediate  effect,  with  us, 
has  been  to  give  us  almost  every  article  of  primary  neces- 
sity of  a  much  better  quality,  and  at  an  infinitely  reduced 
price.     By  qTiickening  internal  commerce,  and  awaken- 
ing*  into  exercise  the  latent  capabilities  of  American  in- 
g'enuity,  it  has  developed  to  the  nation  new  sources  of 
wealth,  strength,  and  prosperity,  to  which  it  was  before  a 
stranger.     By  opening  new  markets,  and  creating  new 
demands,  and  by  promoting  a  rapid  interchange  of  com- 
modities between  different  sections,  it  has  multiplied  in- 
dustry and  employment,  and  has  thus  brought  an  increas- 
ed ratio  of  virtue  and  happiness  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people. 


It  is  not  my  intention,  nor  is  this  the  proper  time,  to  go 
into  any  elaborate  enumeration  of  particulars,  yet  I  must 
be  allowed,  as  connected  with  this  subject,  merely  to  cite 
one  or  two  items  by  way  of  illustration.  I  will  take,  for 
instance,  the  article  of  cotton  bagging,  which  is  one  of 
those  things  on  which  we  of — where  do  we  live?  I  hear 
persons  talk  of  a  hither  and  a  further  West — so  also,  in 
appearance,  must  we  duplicate  the  other  cardinal  points— 
on  which  we  of  the  further  Australia  are  taxed  and  op- 
pressed,  if  taxation  and  oppression  there  be  in  it,  to  the 
full  extent  as  much  as  our  neighbors  of  the  South  are. 
Well,  sir,  this  necessary  article,  which,  before  the  tariff  of 
*28,  cost  us  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  cents  a  yard  from 
Europe,  we  n6w  g«t  from  our  American  tax-masters  for 
sixteen  or  seventeen  cents.  There  is  a  clear  fall  of  ten 
cents  in  the  yard. 

Iron,  of  which  we  consume  so  much,  more,  perhaps, 
than  any  two  of  the  States,  which  enters  so  immensely  into 
the  process  of  manipulation  and  manufacture  of  sugar,  and 
which  also  is  one  of  those  thingpi  against  which  the  ejacula^ 
tions  in  our  neighborhood  are  so  loud  and  enduring.  Well, 
sir,  this  indispeiisable  convenience  has  fallen  in  as  g^cat, 
or  a  ^eater,  proportion  tiian  the  cotton  bagfging.  Eva- 
porating kettles,  of  a  much  better  metal,  wTiich  offer  an 
mfinitely  more  effectual  resistance  to  the  intense  heat  of 
our  furnaces,  we  now  get  of  domestic  cast,  for  twenty- 
five  or  thirty-five  per  cent,  less  than  we  paid  for  them 
before  the  tariff  of  '28.  Sugar  mills,  I  mean  mills  with 
the  large  iron  cylinders,  for  expression,  and  steam  en- 
gines, now  cost  us  about  one-half  what  we  paid  for  them 
three  or  four  years  ago.  And*  sir,  not  only  do  we  get 
these  things,  but  we  get  them  abundantly.  Whilom, 
and  the  supply  was  extremely  precarious,  owing  to  the 
three  thousand  miles  of  ocean  that  flowed  between  us  and 
the  countries  from  whence  we  derived  them :  now,  assort- 
ments of  the  implements  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and 
from  the  Western  States  are  cumulated  at  every  village 
and  hamlet  along  our  coast,  to  be  obtained  by  the  farmer 
on  the  most  advantageous  and  accommodating  terms. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  While  we  are  drudging  at  the 
mill,  or  watching  by  the  midnight  oil  the  ebullition  of  the 
ketUe,  we  must  have  raiment;  accordingly,  there  are  the 
domestic  cottons  for  clothing  to  ourselves  and  laborers, 
which  cost  us  something  more  than  zero.  Coarse  wool- 
len cloths  have  been  constantly  declining  in  price,  and  im- 
proving in  texture,  for  the  last  four  or  five  years:  and  yet 
the  most  important  considerations  remain  still  untold.  By 
consuming,  as  we  do,  the  productions  of  ill  the  other 
States,  they  are  enabled  to  become  the  purcha.sers  of  our 
sugars— and  the  raw  material  of  our  cotton  generally  finds 
its  best  price  in  the  American  market;  a  market  which  is 
exclusively  our  own,  in  which  we,  the  cotton-growers  of 
the  United  States,  are  the  monopolists,  or  rather  the  mono- 
vendists,  where  neither  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  with  his  hun- 
dred thousand  serfs,  nor  the  starving  rice-eating  millions 
of  India,  are  permitted  to  interfere,  and  compete,  and 
knock  down  to  the  dust  the  value  of  our  staple. 

Now,  if  tills  be  taxation  and  oppression,  then  I  say,  tax- 
ation and  oppression  for  me:  only  let  us  define  the  terms, 
in  order  to  understand  each  other,  and  avoid  confusion  of 
ideas.  I  see  no  insuperable  objection,  if  gentiemen  insist 
on  it,  why  the  nomenclature  of  things  ^ould  not  be  chang- 
ed, provided  only  that  those  who  use  the  vocabulary  would 
mutually  ag^ee  on  the  mutation. 

I  have  thought  it  might  not  be  improper  to  offer  a  few 
general  observations  on  the  system  of  which  the  object 
looked  to  by  this  resolution  forms  a  part.  I  will  now  en- 
deavor, uncler  favor  of  the  House,  to  narrow  in  the  circle 
of  my  remarks,  so  as  to  make  them  more  Immediately  ap- 
plicable to  the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  culture  of  the  sugar  cane  in  Louisiana  appears  to 
me  to  present  three  principal  aspects  under  whicn  it  de- 
serves to  be  considered.     The  first  relates  to  the  extnior- 
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dinary  profits  supposed  to  be  realized  by  those  who  are 
eneag^ed  in  it  This  I  regard  as  a  topic  of  most  perfect 
futility,  yet  it  is  one  which  it  has  pleased  gentlemen  to  start 
for  tlie  want  of  a  better.  The  second  applies  to  the  influ- 
ence it  has  had  on  the  supply  and  the  price  of  the  article 
to  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States.  The  third,  and 
most  important,  involves  the  inqiury^  as  to  the  extensive 
market  it  has  created  for  the  productions  of  every  State  in 
the  Union.  I  will  endeavor,  if  I  have  time,  to  say  some- 
thing on  each  of  these  separate  heads. 

In  approaching  the  suoject  of  our  supposed  inordinate 
profits,  it  seems  to  me  not  inopportune  id  notice,'  at  once, 
some  of  the  statistics  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  lu- 
cubrations of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  I  would  not 
think  of  following  him  through  all  the  minutix  of  the  lore 
with  which  he  has  thought  fit  to  store  his  memory  or  his 
tablets  for  the  occasion,  but  would  merely  advert,  hastily, 
to  such  things  as  appear  to  me  useful  to  the  end  df  the  in- 
quiry. In  undertaking  this  task,  my  vocation  must  be  a 
mixture  of  pleasure  and  of  pain;  pleasure,  in  having  it  in 
my  power  to  ag^ee  with  the  gentleman  in  some  respects; 
pain,  in  being  compelled  to  differ  from  any  of  the  dogmas 
of  his  belief  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  as  indeed  the 
points  on  which  our  opinions  are  irreconcilably  discre- 
pant are  chiefly  such  as  he  chooses  to  derive  from  g^tui- 
tous  inference,  or,  what  is  far  worse,  from  the  tongue  or 
trump  of  that  abominable  terrifier  of  nations,  that  lying 
plague — common  rumor.  What  are  the  precise  data  we 
gather  from  him?  Whv,  he  informs  us  that,  in  1803,  the 
condiment  sold  in  Philadelphia  for  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
a  pouiyl.  That  I  do  not  den^.  I  know  that  about  that  time, 
both  before  and  afler,  it  frequently  sold  for  that  much, 
and  oftentimes  for  much  more.  He  says  that,  in  afler 
years,  the  price  declined  in  Europe,  and  here  in  tlie  Unit- 
ed States.  I  know  that,  too;  and  there,  I  contend,  our 
influence  began  to  be  felt.  He  has  ascertained  that  the 
price  of  it  at  New  Orleans  now  rang^  from  five  to  five 
and  a  half  cents — take  the  average,  or  price  current,  five 
and  a  quarter  cents — and  that  the  quantity  produced 
there  is  estimated  for  the  past  year  at  one  hundred  thou- 
sand hogsheads,  equal  to  one  hundred  millions  of  pounds. 
My  information  in  tnis  respect  does  not  diflTer  materially 
from  that  of  the  gentleman;  and  I  say  it  is  a  splendid  re- 
sult, and  is,  of  itself,  quite  sufficient  to  enlist  m  its  behalf 
the  intelligent  sympathies  of  the  people  of  this  conntry, 
and  even  to  propitiate  the  most  sordid,  selfisli  feeling — 
if  such  alone  must  govern  Americans— of  every  one. 

The  gentleman  also  says  that  sugar  has  been  bought  in 
the  West  Indies,  during  the  last  year,  at  four  cents  a 
pound;  and  lam  willing,  for  the  present,  to  put  the  argu- 
ment on*that  ground,  reserving  the  point  for  some  future 
consideration. 

I  will  here  take  occasion  to  offer  my  acknowledgments 
to  the  gentleman  for  all  the  facts,  properly  so  called, 
which  he  has  adduced.  It  would  have  been  my  duty  to 
search  them  out,  if  he  had  not  done  it;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  has  taken  them  from  the  State  papers  of  the  day,  or 
,  consulted  chronicles  on  which  he  reUes. 

But  here  it  grieves  me  to  say,  the  harmony  and  g^ood 
understanding  between  his  opinions  and  mine  must  end. 
I  have  none,  no,  not  the  slightest  objection  to  his  facts; 
but  the  moment  he  begins  to  assume  premises,  and  seeks 
to  enlighten  our  intellect  by  what  he  has  been  told,  I 
must  be  allowed,  for  the  moment,  to  turn  lawyer,  and  en- 
ter my  objection  to  the  admissibility  of  the  hearsay. 
With  that  ingeniousness  which  marks  his  life  and  conver- 
sation, he  amnits  that  he  has  no  practical  acquaintance 
with  the  subject:  but  he  says  that  a  friend,  or,  perhaps,  a 
plural  number  of  friends,  have  told  him  how  it  is — and 
so,  with  one  dash  of  his  pen,  and  the  addition  of  a  g^ven 
number  of  zeros,  he  showers,  nay,  he  heaps,  on  otir  de- 
voted heads  more  gold  than  was  ever  dug  from  the  ca- 
verns of  Potosi. 


Why,  the  gentleman  must  have  ^scovered  for  our  bene- 
fit that  g^nd  arcanum,  supposed  to  exist  in  nature,  but 
for  which  the  dreaming  alchymist  has  sought  in  vain  noce 
the  birth  of  time.  A  veiy  Midas!  he  but  touches  us,  and 
lo!  we  stand  confessed,  in  form  and  pressure,  ts  solid 
masses  of  the  shining  dross.  He  shows,  by  calcuhtioo, 
very  satisfactory  to  himself,  I  have  no  dsubt,  that  a  aac- 
charinc  concern  in  that  country  yields  a  nett  profit  to  iti 
owner  of  more  than  thirty-two  per  cent.  He  takes  up  s 
plantation,  which  he  estimates,  with  all  its  parapbenuTo, 
its  apparatus,  its  laborers,  its  horses,  its  implements,  its 
stock  of  every  kind,  at  fifty  thousand  dollars-,  he  then 
proceeds  to  state  its  account  current  of  profit  and  loss  for 
the  year,  In  the  most  mercantile  style  of  debit  and  per 
contra;  and  he  brings  out,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a  nett 
profit  of  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  th^  pro- 
prietor! 

Now  this  is  certainly  a  handsome  little  mtereston  monejr 
in  such  hard  times  as  these;  and  I  wonder  why  some  of  the 
loose  cash  that  is  hawking  about  these  other  States  at  four 
and  five  per  cent,  per  annum  does  not  flow  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  seek  to  invest  itself  in  sugar  plantations.  I  woo. 
der  that  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  Louiaana  should  con- 
tinue to  slave  for  nptlung  in  the  culture  of  cotton,  when 
they  see  their  next  door  neighbors  plenishing  their  barni 
witli  doubloons.  I  wonder  that  tlie  people  of  the  adjsp 
cent  States,  who  are  looking  on  with  every  thing  requisite 
in  hand,  do  not  step  over  the  border  and  make  their  for- 
tunes. I  marvel  that  the  gentleman  himself  docs  not 
mount  his  Argo,  affront  the  perils  of  the  Florida  Stnit, 
and  sail  up  the  Missisuppi,  to  pluck  the  golden  fleece.  I 
can  tell  him  why  he  does  not.  It  is  because  he  knows 
very  well  there  is  no  such  prize  there.  Sir,  if  the  story 
were  entitled  to  a  moment's  credence,  you  would  find  ia 
Georg^  alone  ten  thousand  valorous  men  to  stait  stthe 
word,  and  attempt  the  enterprise.  If  but  one-half  the 
described  wealth  were  to  be  collected  on  our  shores,  we 
should  be  overrun  in  less  than  twelve  months  by  swinns 
more  numerous  and  more  greedy  of  gold  than  were  the 
blue-eyed  myriads  that  rushed  from  their  Germanic  fcst- 
nesses  on  the  devoted  provinces  of  the  Eastern  empire. 

Fifty  thousand  dollars  yielding  a  nett  profit  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  in  a  year!  I  have  no  objection— no,  not 
the  slightest — to  the  gentleman's  arithmetic.  I  only  wiA 
it  could  lay  claim  to  some  portion  of  that  accuracy  com- 
monly ascribed  to  the  exact  sciences.  I  wnccrely  wiA, 
for  the  sake  of  the  gentleman  himself,  and  all  his  friends 
in  Georgia,  that  it  were  but  half  true— ay,  that  it  were 
but  true  in  one-fourth  part;  and  that  it  has  a  fourth  w 
truth,  is  what  I  unhesitatingly  deny.  Ha!  here  isamooW 
point.  The  gentleman  says  twenty  thousand  dolkr*-l 
say  not  five.  How  shall  we  decide  the  issue?  To  whst 
umpirage  shall  we  resort?  To  a  wager?  No,  that  is  oo 
test  of  truth.  Yet,  perhaps,  (who  knows?)  the  gentlwnafl 
from  Georgia,  or  some  of  his  informants,  might  be  willing 
to  underwrite  the  result.  May  be  they  would  undertikc 
to  make  the  achievement  sure  by  the  appliance  of  their 
own  skill  and  craft  in  the  science  of  tillage;  if  so,  then  I 
say  to  them,  Come  one,  come  all,  and  I  will  p\^^  "'T* 
self,  and  will  furnish  a  hundred  responsible  co-oblig;«n  9" 
the  bond,  if  required,  that  they  may  select  any  estahhsto- 
ment  in  the  State  they  please,  not  worth  more  than  fii^ 
thousand  dollars;  and,  in  fixing  its  value,  we  will  cstinate 
the  mere  land  below  what  their  best  lands  in  Geor^  »«^ 
for;  and  thev  may  then  assume  the  entire  management 
and  control  for  any  length  of  time  they  please— two,  thr^ 
five,  or  ten  years,  they  guarantying  to  us  the  **!J  "^ 
profit  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  and  if  tney 
do,  that  we,  on  our  part,  will  then  guaranty  ""^°^*'I'^ 
annual  salary  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year  ^^^ 
services;  yes,  and  they  shall  have  bed,  board,  and  wasn- 
ing  besides,  and  a  horse  to  ride,  and  a  seat  in  the  |»J^ 
ch;al  church  to  boot.    Was  there  ever  a  laircr  offer'  ^«^ 
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gentleman  says  they  make  nothing  in  Georgia.  Here  is 
m  chance  of  fortune  with  us.  Do  you  come  and  overseer, 
and  ensure  to  us  the  nett  profit  of  tircnty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  you  so  confidently  describe,  and  we  will  then 
ensure  to  you  an  annual  stipend  of  fifteen  thousand  for 
your  pains,  and  allow  you  besides  the  sundry  little  fran- 
chises I  have  mentioned^  in  order  to  keep  the  whole  of  it 
in  your  pocket. 

Fifty  thousand  dollars  yielding  a  clear  profit  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars!  Whal  immensely  rich  characters  must 
we  be!  Mr.  Speaker,  one  of  the  most  hai*mless  pastimes 
of  the  money-hoarder  is  said  to  consist  in  tlie  joys  of  tell- 
ing his  pelf;  one  of  the  most  innocent  pleasures  pf  the 
nch,  in  reckoning  the  aggregate  of  their  'gains.  Now, 
only  allow  us  a  moment's  miition  of  this  kind,  and  let  us 
count. 

According  to  the  best  esti^iates  we  are  enabled  to  ob- 
tain, our  investments  in  that  culture  amount  to  fifty  mil- 
lions  of  capital — ^ay,  sir,  to  fifty  millions  bf  hard-earned 
dollars — not  earned,  however,  by  the  cultivation  of  sug^r. 
Now  for  the  proportion.  If,  as  the  gentleman  asserts, 
fifty  thousand  dollars  yield  a  nett  profit  of  twenty  thou- 
sand in  one  year,  how  much  do  the  fift^  millions  yield? 
IrVork  the  sum.  Why,  sir,  it  is  twenty  millions  of  dollars—^ 
Almost  equal  to  th«  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States! 
The  budget  of  your  Department  of  Finicnce  puts  down 
the  gross  revenue  of  the  United  States  at  twenty-two  mil- 
lions— ^I  drop  fractions.  The  budget  of  the  ^ntkman 
from  Georgia  assigns  to  one  class  of  planters  in  a  single 
State — ^a  State  having  but  three  Representatives  on  this 
floor — a  nett  revenue  almost  equal  to  the  whole  gross  col- 
lections of  your  Government,  with  all  its  imputed' blood- 
sucking and  vampyrism;  notwithstanding  its  alleged  sys- 
tem of  taxation  and  oppression,  which,  tliey  say,  is  such 
tliat  the  people  can  no  longer  bear  it.  * 

Sir,  deduct  your  expense  of  collection,  the  salaries  to 
your  officers  of  the  customs,  and  the  cost  of  your  revenue 
service,  which  may  be  about  assimilated  to  our  brokers' 
fces>  and  then,  according  to  the  if^ntleman's  hypothesis, 
the  difference  vill  be  but  a  fraction  between  the  whole 
g^ross  income  of  the  United  States  and  the  nett  income  of 
a  few  planters  in-Louisiana.  And  who  are  they  that  are 
accumulating  such  a  mountain  of  the  precious  metals,  as, 
if  true,  must  in  a  short  time  crush  through  tlie  feeble  sub^ 
stratum  of  their  alluvion,  and  whelm  both  it  and  themselves 
to  the  depths  of  the  bottomless  abyss?  Who,  I  say,  are 
they?  Why,  they  are  a  small  portion,  numerically  con- 
sidered, of  the  agriculturists  of  a  small  State!  What 
wealthy  Nabobs!  what  bloated  Viceroys!  what  gorgeous 
Indian  Rajahs  must  they  be!  Pretty  attributes  these  to 
ascribe  to  a  class  of  men  notoriously  the  most  plain,  unbs- 
tentatious,  uncostly,  practically  republican  men,  in  all 
their  habits  and  modes  of  life,  of  any  m  these  United  States  I 

I  do  not  pretend  to  deny  tliat  there  are  some  men  of 
wealth  there;  there  are  some  every  where.  ^I  know'seve- 
ral  myself  that  have  gone  from  these  other  States,  princi- 
pally from  Georgia,  and  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  and  have 
taken  their  wealth  with  them,  though  very  few  of  them 
have  much  enlianced  their  substance  by  tlie  products  of 
the  cane.  Neither  do  I  deny  that  there  are  sundry  per- 
sons there  who  dwell  in  decent  houses,  and  live  as  persons 
similarly  circumstanced  do  in  other  countries;  and  even 
they,  1  contend,  do  not  live,  nor  are  tliey  ertabled  to  live, 
in  the  same  styte  of  elegance  and  comfort  with  people  of 
equal  condition  in  other  States.  Sir,  I  speak  of  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  culture  of  sugar, 
when  I  say  that  they  are  men  who  toil  and  drudge  in  a 
way  that  the  gentleman  has  no  conception  of;  for,  during 
the  period  of  their  harvest,  which  runs  tlirough  a  portion 
of  the  increment  season  of  winter,  they  have  to  labor  the 
livelong  night  as  weU  as  by  day;  that  they  are  men  who, 
for  eleven  months  in  the  calendar,  g^  clad  in  blanket 
coati,  and  vear  domestie  trowaem  firom  your  looms)  that 
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they  are  men  who  habitually  sit  down  by  a  deal  board 
table  to  a  homely  repast  of  bread  and  salted  fish  or  meat 
bought  from  you,  to  wliich  some,  not  all,  are  enabled  to 
add  the  zest  of  a  measiire  of  cheap  claret  wine,  which  the 
sultriness  of  their  climate  makes  an  almost  indispensable 
requisite  to  existence!  while  other  persons,  luxuriating 
beneath  the  bland  infiuence  of  milder  skies,  are  banquet- 
ing on  the  culled  dainties  of  the  ctrth,  and  rousing  their 
sate4  appetites  by  the  costly  potations  of  France  and 
Spain,  or  sit  sipping  the  rich  juices  of  the  Fortunate 
islands,  in  order  to  discriminate  whether  the  vintage  have 
been  chilled  by  the  too  rude  visitation  of  the  breeze  on 
the  nortl)em  slopes,  or  be  dashed  by  the  fine  aroma  im- 
parted by  the  southern  exposure.  Yes,  nr,  those  men 
who,  you  say,  tax  and  oppress  you,  are  men  who  delve 
and  feed  coarse,  to  tax  and  oppress  you  in  reality,  but 
they  tax  you  with  ease  and  with  affluence,  and  they  op- 
press you  with  Champagne,  with  Cherry,  with  Madeira. 
And  what  do  you  do  the  while?  Why,  you  sit  g^vely 
talking  of  their  inordinate  wealth  and  Kixuriousneas,  and 
solemnly  discussing  the  propriety  of  le^slative  interven- 
tion, to  bring  them  down  trom  their  hirii  estate,  or,  in 
tailor  phrase,  to  take  them  ahutton  hole  lower, 

Nqw,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  appeal  to  vou:  is  it  not  amai- 
ing  that  any  portion  of  our  country^  and  especially  that  lit- 
tle nook  of  it,  should  even  at  this  div  (be  so  illy  compre- 
hended, so  liable  to  be  misundentood,  evenby  IntcUigent, 
well  informed  Ameriean  statesmen?  With  no&ing  at  all  of 
romance  in  its  position;  without  mountain  and  without 
mist,  though  with  plenty  of  rain  and  hot  weather;  a  plain, 
simple,  matter  of  net  coimtry,  of  liard  work;  the  most  ae-. 
cessible  in  the  world,  to  our  fViends  and  yours,  from  the  sea 
as  well  as  from  the  land,  and  which  ia  annually  visited  by 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  pilgrims -to  the  shrine  of 
pleasure  or  of  gain,  from  every  State  in  this  Union!  Is 
it  not  passing  strange  that  such  a  place  should  continue  to 
be  the  theme  of  such  wild,  improbable,  incoherent  ima- 
ginings? Why,  no,  I  suppose  it  is  not  strangest  would 
seem  to  be  preordained  that  it  shoisld  be  so.  The  nme 
hallucination  has  existed  for  a  hundred  yeera  or  more,  and 
will,  I  dare  say,  exist  for  a  hundred  years  to  come.  A 
similar  delusion  prevailed  in  France  at  a  very  early  period 
of  our  colonial  history,  ^e  whole  city  of  Paris  was  shaken 
by  the  frenzy.  Public  declaimers,  then,  as  now,  with 
Law,  a  visionary  enthusiast,  or  mad  schemer^  at  their  head, 
proclaimed  that  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  were  the  famous 
Kl  Porado  of  which  the  poet  had  raved.  Its  inhabitantf 
Ihey  depicted  as  Thomson  describes  the  immatet  of  the 
Castle  of  Indolence:  they  all  dwelt  in  sumptuous  palaces; 
by  night  they  slept  on  cushions  of  softest  eider  down; 
by  daj  reclining  on  damask  ottomans,  listening  to  the 
<*  lascivious  windings  ef  the  lute." 

In  this  Eden  of  the  new  world,  thtfy  asserted  no  labor 
was  required — men  sowed  not,  neither  did  they  reap; 
wislies  were  no  dooner  formed  than  gratified;  every  thing* 
that  could  minister  to  the  appetite  was  scattered  in  spon- 
taneous provision  through  the  land;  every  clod  sparkled 
with  a  gemr — every  pathway  wis  strewn  with  ghttering 
ingots  df  silver  and  of  gold.  And,  sir,  the  tale  had  its 
proselytes  then,  as  it  seems  to  have  now,  and  as  thines  in- 
credible always  will.  Hundreds  and-thousands  beheved 
the  story — and,  sir,  what  cape  of  it!  It  eventuated  in  the 
celebrated  Mississippi  scheme,  in  which  hundreds  of  de- 
luded victims  of  both  sexes  embarked.  They  came  to 
the  El  Dol*ado,  and  what  did  they  find?  They  found 
dreary  coasts  and  inhospitable  shores;  primeval  forests, 
dank  with  noxious  vapor;  and  spreading  morasses,  rife 
with  lethiferous  malaria;  and,  worse  than  all  the  rest, 
squalid  misery  and  ghastly  famine  staring  them  in  the  face. 
So  burst  that  bubble — but  the  eloquence  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  not  unforcibly  reminds  oncxof  the  ideas  to 
to  which  the  inflation  owed  its  birth. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  how  ara  tuch  error*  and  miscon*> 
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ceptionB  to  be  obmted?  I  know  of  but  one  way,  and 
that  is,  by  free  and  freqttcnt  intercommunication.  That  is 
one  reason,  perhaps,  wny  I  bare  ^nerally,  whenever  1 
had  a  chance,  given  mv  vote  for  ihe  construction  of  roads. 
I  consider  it  a  national  benefit— «  great  national  object. 
'Whenever  any  one  man  b  induced  to  travel  beyond  the 
narrow  limits  of  his  own  immediate  vicinage,  to  ^  to  see, 
and  visit,  and  hold  communion  with  his  feUaw-citizens  in 
other  portions  of  the  country,  he  then  uttB  things  as^they 
are— not  as  he  has  been  told  they  are :  he  is  thereby  enabled 
to  rectify  fidae  pre-impressions,  and  to  heal  himself  of  the 
besetting  sin  or  misguided  prejudice.  He  is  sure  to  re- 
turn home  A  better  philosopher,  a  better  citizen,  and  a 
better  man. 

Instead  of  gfiving  my  vote  to  abridge  the  milea^  of  a 
member  of  Congress,  I  would  vote  to  extend  it — ^mstead 
of  passin|^  bills  to  make  him  go  in  a  straight  line  through 
the  air,  like  some  migrating  goose  that  sees  a  thousand 
miles  off  the  lake  in  which  (me  soon  intends  to  lave,  and, 
springing  into  ether,  witigs  her  way  with  unerring  pinion 
— ^I  would,  if  possible,  make  him  visit  every  State  in  the 
Union,  and  would  pay  him  for  it.  He  mi|^t  go  zigzag, 
or  he  might  go  round;  but  {^  he .  should,  if  practicable, 
into  evenr  one — from  a  conviction  that  when  he  next  ap- 
proached these  haUs,  he  would  come  with  feelings  chas- 
tened and  subdued,  and  in  a  mood  of  mind  better  fitting 
to  perform  those  high  functions  in  which  he  represents 
the  Deity  on  earth,  of  making  laws  for  the  government 
and  happineas  of  his  fellow-men. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  a  little  trait  of  personal  history, 
which*  most  of  us  have  been  mede  to  read  in  the  day- 
spring  of  our  time.  It  relates  to  a  most  excellent  man 
and  wise  lawp;iver,  who  was  afterwards  promoted  to  a  rerv 
high  station  m  the  judiciary.  I  do  not,  just  now,  recol- 
lect his  name,  nor  is  it  material  to  determine,  but  he  held 
sway  in  Crete. 

This  sage  lawmaker,  harboring  in  his  bosom  the  wish 
and  the  design  to  better  the  lot  of  his  people,  who  bad 
grown  restive,  they  scarcely  knew  why,  resolved  to  jour- 
ney into  foreign  parts,  in  order  to  study  the  polity,  and 
examine  with  his  own  eyes  the  condition  and  resources  of 
some  other  States  that  were  then  in  high  renown.  Fame, 
with  her  many  tongues,  told  him  of  the  wealth  and  splen- 
dor of  Egypt^^the  exuberance  of  hereoil-7-the  grandeur 
and  magnificence  of  her  monuments-Hmd  her  catacombs. 
Thither,  said  he,  will  Lgo.  Accordingly,  having  provid* 
ed  the  muniments  of  his  vovage,  on  the  appointed  day  he 
departed  for  the  land  of  the  Nile.  .  He  visited  Memphis, 
Cairo,  and  Thebes  with  her  hundred  ntes}  and  what  did 
he  ae^i  Why,  with  some  semblance  of  external  splendor, 
he  saw  mummies,  iad  he  met  the  feven  plagues  of 
^SyP^*  Casting  his  eyes  abroad  through  the  land,  he 
beheld  a  people,  with  a  soil  indeed  of  unbounded  fertility, 
yet  poor,  toil-worn,  and  depressed  themselves,  while  from 
the  horn  of  plenty  they  poured  abundance  into  the  lap  of 
all  the  surrounding  States.  He  was  sati^ed-^e  hastened 
back  to  his  own  country,  which  he  now  liked  better,  and 
found  it  to  be  better  off  than  all  those  of  which  he  had 
heard  so  much.  He  applied  himself  to  soothe  and  compose 
the  agitated  minds  or  his  people;  and,  by  his  precept  and 
his  example,  he  led  them  on  to  commerce,  to  agriculture, 
to  arts,  and  to'happiness. 

Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgpa  would  but  do  the 
same!  If  he,  or  any  of  his  friends  who  think  as  he  does, 
would  only  vouchsafe  to  come  for  a  season,  and  reside 
with  us  on  the  Delta  of  our  great  lather  of  waters!  We 
'  have  some  hospitality,  and  would  luul  his  coming  with  de- 
light; and  would  take  the  puns  to  investigate  the  process, 
and  serutimze  the  account:  not  the  account  of  his  own  co- 
pious imagination,  but  the  actual  account-book  of  any  of 
our  farmers  of  his  choice.  If  he  should  prefer- it,  I  would 
introduce  him  to  some  of  his.  o^n  immediate  countrymen, 
posnbly  bis  own  former  associates  and  friends,  who  have 


gone  there,  and  embarked  their  all  in  the  buaincas,  and 
whom  it  u  now  so  perfectly  natural  for  the  gentleman  to 
seek  to  destroy— -for  I  have  the  pleasure  to  count  several 
Qeorgians  among  the  number  of  my  most  esteemed  and 
valued  acquaintances.  If  he  will  do  this,  I  will  pledge 
mjTself  for.  a  total,  radical  revolution  in  his  ideas  on  this 
subject.  He  will  at  once  perceive  that  it  is  not  for  oar- 
selves  we  distil  the  sweets — tliat  we  are,  in  fiict,  but  the 
laboring  swarms  who  hive  the  honey  for  the  ravenous  ver- 
min in  our  neip^hborhood  to  plunder;  and  I  feel  assured, 
tliat  when  he  bids  us  adieu— which  to  us  will  be  a  moment 
of  sadness  tie  will  exchdm  ih  candor,  if  not  tn  sc^rrow — 
SU  V08  nan  vobU  met^fiaUiM  apet* 

I  would  here  gladly  turn  my  back  on  this  part  of  the 
subject;  I  feltf  I  have  already  said  too  much  on  it.  Tet 
I  must  be  allowed,  before  I  dismiss  it,  to  relate  to  the 
gentleman  an  incident  or  two,  of  no  great  zest  or  import- 
ance in  themselves,  but  which'  may,  1  trust,  have  a  ten- 
dency to  convince  him  of  the  danger  there  is  in  his  searches 
after  truth — ^though  it  be  a  question  with  some  whetber 
truth  be  always  the  object  of  gentlemen's  pursuit — ^to  rdf 
too  much  on  what  he  is  told,  especially  on  this  subject  <a 
sugar  making. 

The  first  incident  I  would  mention  to  him  relates  to  a 
man  from  his  own  State,  a  Georgian.  This  Georgian, 
about  two  years  affo,  associated  himself  with  several  other 
persons  connecteo  with  him  by  ties  contracted  in  that 
country,  to  establish  one  of  those  plantations,  lliey  were 
none  of  them  practical  farmers;  if  they  had  been,  tliey 
probably  would  never  have  touched  it.  The  Georgian, 
whom  it  suits  my  purpose  to  designate  as  the  principal  of 
the  firm,  owning  a  predilection  for  the  land  of  his  former 
abode,  went  back  to  Georgia,  in  all  likelihood  to  the  gentle- 
man's own  county,  and  hud  out  fifteen  thousand  doSars  in 
laborers.  He  next  repaired  to  the  Western  country,  and 
expended  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  in  iron  castings  and 
machinery;  he  then  returned  home,  and  stocked  his  fitim 
with  the  usual  number  of  horses,  probably  about  fifteen 
hundred  dollars'  worth,  brought  from  the  West,  and  fiDed 
his  granaries  from  the  great  redundancy  of  their  West- 
ern stores.  Take  it  all  in  all,  it  was  an  estM>li8luncnt  whicfa 
must  have  cost  him  about  fifty  thousand  dollars,  not  one 
cent  of  which  was  the  previous  product  of  the  cane.  And 
mark  me,  at  the  veiy  outset,  at  least  one-half  this  capital 
is  diffused  over  ^ese  United  States,  and  of  that  hal^  more 
than  a  moiety  goes  to  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  Georgia. 

Here  you  have  a  common  instance  of  one  of  those  en- 
gines of  opprestton  described  bv  tlie  gentleman.  It 
springs  into  life,  equipped  and  ready  for  action,  not  frown- 
ing in  mariial  helmet,  and  brandishing  in  dexter  the  qui- 
vering hasta  of  battle,  but  holding  in  its  open  and  distend- 
ed palms  the  emblem  and  the  medium  of  commerce;  the 
incentive  at  once,  and  the  reward  of  peacefiil  industry. 
And  before  it  has  made  the  first  step,  yea,  before  its 
young  limbs  have  essayed  the  first  attempt  at  motion,  it 
scatters  fifteen  thousand  dollars  into  the  oosoms  of  the 
people  of  Georgia.  And,  sir,  it  is  but  a  fair  specimen  of 
our  doings  in  that  way.  Of  the  seven  hundred  plantations 
in  that  country,  ux  hundred,  at  least,  within  the  last  ten 
or  fifteen  years,  would  furnish  the  elements  of  a  ancular 
history.    Ex  uno  diseite  omnea. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  moral  with  which  I  wished  to 
poiiit  the  tale.  I  will  proceed  with  it.  The  Georgian 
now  set  liimself  about  to  organize  liis  plantation  and  erect 
his  buildings.  For  the  first  year  he  made  nothing;  be  ex- 
pected to  make  nothing.  During  all  that  period,  nothing 
was  heard  within  his  borders  but  the  note  of  preparation. 
It  was  the  constant  clink  of  the  outlaylngs  of  his  cash;  the 
regular  fall  of  the  carpenter*s  axe,  witli  the  chime  of  the 
blacksmith's  hammer  beating  time  on  the  anvil. 

But  the  terraqueous  tiling  moved  on  in  its  orbit,  until 
now  another  autumnal  sun  shone  out  upon  the  land.  Hie 
period  to  which  I  now  aUude  was  about  the  last  of  Octo- 
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bcr,  1830,  a  few  days  before  1  left  home  to  come  to  my 
duties  here;  By  this  time  some  yellow  cane  waved  in  the 
g-entlemiia's  field;  his  houses  were  up,  and  he  was  bualy 
dg^cd  in  preparation  to  commence  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  on  a  new  and  expensiye  principle,  which  attracted 
some  attention  throug'h  the  neighborhood. 

■At  that  iuncture  the  narrator  happened  to  be  some  dis- 
tance in  the  interior,  from  whence  I  set  out  to  proceed  to 
my  point  of  embarkation,  intending  to  take  the  gentleman's 
house  in  my  way.  When  I  got  within  twenty  miles  of  his 
residence,  I  was  informed  by  several  persons  whom  I  met, 
intelligent  persons,  that  he  had  coi^imenced  his  operations^ 
that  he  had  been  rolling,  as  we  term  it  there,  for  several 
days,  and  that  his  new  experiment  succeeded  wonderfully; 
that  it  was  turning  him  out  two  hogsheads  and  a  half  to 
the  acre!  &Iy  heart  gladdened  at  tiie  tidings,  and  throw- 
ing the  reins  to  the  companion  of  my  way,  we  proceeded  on 
---until  coming  in  sight  of  his  dwelling,  I  strained  my  op- 
tics in  the  dircctiiin,  and  looked  long  and  intensely,  but  I 
saw  no  smoke  or  vapor  curling  in  hold  relief  against  the 
sky.  Drawing  still  nigher,  I  could  perceive  no  throng 
of  men,  and  horses  and  carts,  as  is  wont  on  occasion^  such 
as  that  I  thought  I  was  approaching.  In  point  of  fact,  he 
had  not  commenced  the  manufacture  of  sugar  at  all.  He 
was  not  ready  to  begin;  he  did  not  expect  to  beg^n  for  fif- 
teen days  to  come. 

Now,  I  wonder  ifthat  story,  which  was  told  me  in  shape 
so  plausible,  within  twenty  miles  of  his  residence,  had 
been  caught  up  by  **that  thing  which  every  moment  flies, 
and  gains  new  strength  and  vigor  as  she  goes,"  and  had 
been  repeated  from  tongue.. to  tongue,  of  credible  men 
all,  until  it  had  been  watted  to  the  ears  of  hi*  friends  in 
Georgia,  what  it  would  have  been  like  by  that  time.  Why, 
the  romaunt  with  which  the  gentleman  has  entertained  us 
here,  of  eight  and  ten  hogsheads  to  the  acre,  or  to  the 
hand,  would  have  been  stale,  vapid,  and  wholly  unpiquant 
in  the  comparison.  Nay^  the  balderdash  we  constantly 
ace  going  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers,  derived  from  an 
equally  authentic  source,  relieved  by  a  ^tle  wilful  mlsre- 
presentation;  those  mendacious  absurdities,  generated  by 
scribblers  who  never  saw    sugar  cane  gfrow,  and  form 


ing  a  compound  fit  only  to  be  (gulped  by  boobies — ^would 

limitushea 
lative  interest  and  poignancy. 


have  had  to  hide  their  dimi 


heaoi,  as  devoid  of  re- 


I  will  beg  leave  to  narrate  another  fact,  which  relates 
to  a  gentleman  formerly  of  South  Carolina,  now  one  of 
those  of  whom  I  am  the  unworthy  representative.^  His 
name — ^it  is  Doctor  Betty.  I  feel  that  I  need  an  apology 
for  thus  pressing  his  name  into  the  debate;  but  when  I  see 
it  published  in  a  printed  paper  to  which  it  is  necessary  I 
should  refer,  and  as  t  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  note  in 
that  country,  and  well  known  to  some  gentlemen  here 
from  that  State,  I  hope  he  will  pardon  the  freedom  in  favor 
of  the  motive,  which  is  none  other  than  an  earnest  desire 
to  correct  error,  and  a  wish  to  divest  the  truth  of  that 
opaque  integument  of  fiction  and  misrepresentation  which 
is  so  apt  to  cling  around  her  honest  form. 

Well,  sir,  about  three  years  ago  the  Doctor  came  into 
that  country,  and  bought  a  farm;  not  for  his  own  sole  ac- 
count, for  he  was,  and  still  is,  the  copartner  of  another  in 
it.  Take  it  altogether,  it  is  an  important  establishment, 
with  thirty  or  forty  servants,  and  which,  in  all,  must  have 
cost  them  at  least  fifty  thousand  dollars,  valuing  the  land 
▼ery  low;  fully  such  a  one  as,  in  the  gentleman's  esti- 
mate, always  yields  its  owner  a  nett  profit  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year — and  there  he  has  been  ever  since, 
making  sugar,  and  getting  very  rich,  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Some  weeks  ago-— it  was  since  this  session  of  Congress, 
s  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  whom  I  have  now  the 
gratification  to  see  nigh  me  on  this  floor,  inquired  of  me 
about  Doctor  Betty— addinp^,  in  the  course  of  the  conver- 
sation, that  the  Doctor's  friends  in  Carolina  were  perfect- 
ly aware  of  the  great  fortune  he  had  accumulated  in  that 


country  by  the  culture  of  sugar;  and  that  when  he  came 
out  last  year  to  pay  them  s  visit,  they  ''particularly  ad- 
mired** the  entire  simplicity  of  his  deportment  ana  the 
total  absence  in  his  person  oif  that  *<  pride,  pomp,  and  cir- 
cumstance" wUch  usually  attend  as  ministering  handmaids 
to  men  of  such  extensive  wealth  and  revenues.  I  replied 
that  I  had  the  honor  of  knowing  Doctor  Betty,  but  tnat  I 
never  observed  any  semblance  of  regality,  nor  even  notic- 
ed any  symptoms  of  opulence  beneath  his  plain  but  hospi- 
table roof— that  at  any  rate  it  was  not  the  fiishion  of  folks 
there  to  be  ao  vety  rich.  But  I  said  I  had  it  in  my  power 
to  ascertain  precisely  what  had  been  the  Doctor's  achieve- 
ments in  that  branch  of  agfriculture,  and  that  I  would  let 
him  know  it.  Is  this  substantially  true,  sir^  [The  gentle- 
man to  whom  the  interrogation  was  addressed  assented* 
and  said  it  was,  with  spme  explanations  which  he  would 
give.]  Sir,  continued  Mr.  W.,  I  do  not  pretend  to  quote 
the  exact  phraseology:  in  speechifying  we  sometimes  am- 
plify the  words  of  orainary  discourse,  out  I  think  I  have 
given  the  substance  of  the  conversation,  though  I  shall  be 
happy  to  hear  anyjexplanation,  and,  if  I  have  mistaken  any 
tiling,  to  stand  corrected. 

Well,  dir,  I  have  not  yet  been  as  good  as  my  word,  and 
I  am  happy  to  have  this  occasion  to  lulfil  the  promise,  by 
conveying  to  the  gentleman  the  information  alluded  to. 

1  hold  m  my  hand  an  accurate  and  authentic  statement 
— a  paper  printed  annually  at  New  Orleans — of  the  Quan- 
tity of  sugar  made  on  each  and  every  plantation  of  the 
State  dunng  the  years  1828  and  1829,  tlie  precise  yeai;s  in 
which  Doctor  Betty  had  operated  before  tiis  last  visit  to 
Carolina;  and,  on  referring  to  the  table,  I  find  that  in  1828^ 
which  was  a  favorable  year.  Dr.  Betty  and  his  partner 
made  fifty-six  hogsheads  of  sugar;  that  on  the  following 
year,  1829,  which  was  an  unfortunate  one  g^enerally,  they 
made  thirty-seven  hogsheads,  giving  an  aggregate  crop  of 
sugar,  for  two  years,  of  ninety-three  hogsheads— sold  at 
five  and  a  half  cents  a  pound,  (and  it  is  not  at  all  probable 
it  averaged  that  much,)  equal  in  money  to  five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars.  The  estimate  of  molas- 
ses (and  it  is  a  liberal  estimate)  js  forty  gallons  to  the  hogs- 
head, which,  on  the  ninety-three  hogsneads,  gives  them 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  gallons — sold 
at  fifteen  cents  the  gallon,  equal  in  money  to  five  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  dollars:  now,  add  this  to  the  product  of  the 
sugar,  and  you  find  that  they  have,  for  the  two  years,  an 
aggregate  crop  of  sugar  and  molasses,  amounting  to  five 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars.  Divide 
the  sum  between  the  two  years,  and  it  leavM  to  each  year 
tlie  average  partnership  crop  of  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty-cents;  which,  subdi- 
vided between  the  two  partners.  Dr.  Betty's  quotient  is 
fourteen  hundred  and  eighteen  doDari  and  twenty-five 
cents.  Now,  partly  from  a  munificent  disposition,  and 
partly  for  the  convenience  of  a  round  sum,  let  us  allow 
himabonusof  eightr-oae  dollars  and  seventjr-five  cents 
more— «nd  then  he  has  a  g^oss  crop  of  fifteen  hundred 
dolUrs  per  annum!  And  what  comes  of  the ' plantation 
expenses  during  the  time?  Whv,  sir,  the  crops  did  not 
pay  tiiem.  Nay,  I  assert  it  .fearlessly  that  tiie  crops  of 
both  years  did  not  pay  the  expenses  of  one.  Therefore, 
at'the  time  Doctor  Betty  last  visited  his  fnends  in  Carolina, 
he  had  not  made  one  cent  bv  the  cultivation  of  sugar;  on 
the  contrary,  he  must  have  been  several  thousand  dollars 
out  of  pocket,  independently  of  his  original  plantation  in^ 
vestment:  and  yet  this  is  the  man  that  was  expected  to 
come  like  some  oriental  Satrap,  with  a  glittering  cavalcade 
of  caparisoned  steeds  and  laced  menials;  instead  of  which, 
he  presents  himself  in  simple  guise,^  like  any  other  man 
travelling  to  see  his  friends,  and  revi^t  the  graves  of  his 
fathers;  and,  as  he  p.»8Bes,  they  exclaim,  "see  the  rich 
sugar  planter,  all  the  way  from  the  banks  of  the  Mististtppii. 
the  man  who  holds  in  hsnds  *  the  wealth  of  provinces  spoiU 
ed  to  feedhis  laxurtes}'  '*  "But,"  they  say,  "bedoet  not 
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let  on;  he  wishes  to  be  incog^.  in  this  respect*;  he  is  modest" 
—and  they  admire! !  Were  ever  men  so  insulted  in  tlieir 
poverty?  This  is  indeed  to  feel  <*thp  proud  man's  con- 
tumely !" 

Now,  sir, .to  what  does  the  argument  tend?  Is  it  that, 
like  Doctor  Betty,  none  of  us  have  as  yet  made  any  tiling 
on  our  capital?  That  it  is  a  hopeless,  bootless,  sysiphean 
t^k  we  are  all  engaged  in?  No,  sir,  that  is  not  at  all  what 
I  mean.  Doctor  Betty's  is  a  new  establishment,  not  yet 
brought  to  the  point  of  productiveness;  he  bones  that  in 
process  of  time  it  may  yield  him  a  support.  Di  captis  ad- 
9pirate  mU. 

All  I  wish  to  conre3%  and  on  which  I  insist,  is,  tliat  the 
pugar  g^wers  of  Louisiana  are  doing  precisely  as  all  other 
persons  are,  in  these  times  of  universal  peace  and  s^neral 
over  production,  and  not  one  whit  better.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  my  religious  belief  that  the  condition  of  most 
of  them  is  already  worse,  and  is  rapidly  becoming  far  more 
deplorable,  than  that  of  either  the  cotton  .or  the  tobacco 
growers  of  Georgia  or. Virginia.  And  wh^?  Because 
their  occupation  is  not  onc«lialf  so  expensive  as  ours. 
When  the  cotton  or  the  tobacco  planter  makes  a  dollar, 
it<  is  his,  or  nearly  sos  but  the  poor  sug^  |ilanter,  whose 
employment,  together  with  itt^ulture,  combines  manu- 
facture of  the  most  costly  kinoT  whenever  he  makes  a  doU 
lar,  is,  of  necessity,  and  by  a  kind  of  condition  precedent, 
tributai'y  to  the  rest  of  you  for  more  than  one-half  of  it. 
Tes,  and  in  a  great,  great  many  instances,  he  has  to  remit 
two  to  you  for  every  one  that  he  makes.  And  yet  he  has 
no  altemativej  your  productions  he  cannot  do  without)  he 
must  send  you  his  regular  quota  of  contribution.  His  crop 
roav  fail,  or  may  fall  short;  expense,  horrid  expense,  still 
stalks  at  bis  heels,  and  he  must  raise  the  wind  to  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  fiend,  or  "give  up  the  ship"  at  once. 

In  fact,  it  is  the  most  idle  amusement  which  can  beguile 
the  leisure  hours  of  a  m:vn,  to  sit  down  to  count  what  sugar 
planters  make.  What  do  steamboats  make?  What  do 
ship  owners  make?  What  do  merchants  make.  What 
do  manufacturers  of  every  kind  make?  And  what  do 
sugar  planters  make?  I  will  tell  you  what  they  make:  Like 
all  other  persons  engaged  in  branches  of  industry,  hazard- 
ous in  their  nature,  and  requuing  capital  for  their  exercise, 
some  of  them,  under  favorable  circumstances,  with  luck 
on  their  ade,  and  with  rigid  economy  and  unflaggmg  in- 
dustry skilfully  direpted^  do  make  out  to  get  along,  and 
better  their  condition.  There  are  even  some  who  may  be 
said  to  have  made  a  fortune  at  the  business,  yrhich  means 
that  they  happened  to  make  a  good  bargain,  to  light  upon 
}&  period  of  ^btmdant  crops,  to  have  Uved  in  the  days  of 
high  prices,  or  to  have  profited  by  some  casual  rise  m  the 
value  of  the  product— just  what  is  seen  In  every  other  part 
of  the  globe. 

There  is  another  portion  of  tho^e  said  sugar  planters, 
ftnd  that  not  a  small  one,  who  accomplish  nothing  in  the 
way  of  success^  but  merely  dr&g  on,  from  year  to  year,  a 
lengtlieni^g  and  galling  chain,  making  not  enough  to  buy 
what  they  must  buy  from  you,  and  to  meet  th^  interest 
accruing  on  their  debt,  whatever  may  be  its  amount. 
While  otben^  and  they  ai*e  not  so  very  few,  make  short 
work  of  it— they  burst,  blow  up,  and  lose  all  in  a  short 
venture.  And  there  they  stand,  like  wrecks  along  the 
shore  over  whioh  the  hurricane  has  swept,,  to  admonish 
those  who»  like  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  come  boom- 
ing along  in  fancy's  barge,  witli  all  the  canvas  of  their 
imagination  o^t— of  the  hazards  whioli  lie  in  the  patli  of 
the  thoughtless  navigator  who  adventares  on  that  perilous 


If  there  be  nny  gentleman  here  who  really  does  desire 
to  obtain  an  approximation  to,  and  )ui  equation  of,  what 
may  be  m^de  by  sug^  planting  ituLouisianst  in  its  most 
successful  practice,  I  must  refer  him,  for  the  information, 
to  the  documents  transmitted  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, where  he  will_s««  tl>at  the  possible  profit  there 


ranges  from  five  to  six,  or  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  ac- 
cording to  the  varying  opinions  of  persons  in  difiertnt 
parts  of  the  country,  between  whom  there  was  no  concert 
or  understanding,  whose  estimates  were  predicated  on 
different  bases,  and  where,  of  course,  property  has  a  dif- 
ferent valuation,  as  it  has  in  different  parts  of  every  coun- 
try beneath  the  sun.     " 

But  I  would  particulariy  point  him  to  the  tabular  state- 
ment annexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Pkqu^ 
mine — it  is  the  firstton  the  file — which  b  the  district  in  the 
State  whefe  the  culture  has  been  longest  known,  and 
most  successfully  prosecuted,  and  where  the  subject  is 
best  understood.  They  made  out  the  profit,  in  that  di- 
trict,  to  be  five  per  cent,  and  9-100 — that  is,  a  very  small 
fraction  more  than  five'per  cent.  And,  sir,  it  is  no  fancy 
piece  of  theirsv  it  is  a  picture  from  the  real  life;  a  bketcti 
of  wliat  has  been  aettiaUy  realized  in  that  district  for  the 
last  five  years,  when  tlie  price  of  sugar  was  more  tlian  a 
cent  in  the  pound  above  what  it  now  is. 

I  will  here  take  this  opportunity  to  say,  in  addition, 
that  I  had  occasion  to  witness  the  extraordinary  pains— I 
am  well  aware  that  a  captious  temper  may  object  to  those 
documents — I  have  actually  heard  something  of  the  kind 
intimated,  that  they  proceed  from  persons  engaged  in  the 
business,  and  are  consequently  but  the  testimony  of  inte- 
rested witnesses.  The  objection  is  a  convenient  one;  but 
I  maintain  that  those  documents  furnish  the  best  eyideoee 
the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of.  If  you  were  prercsolred 
to  believe  nothing  but  your  own  fantasies,  why  call  Tor 
the  vouchers?  You  applied  for  the  information;  and  1 
say  that  I  had  occasion  to  witness  the  extraordinary  ptin% 
the  incumbent  study,  with  n^ich.tlie  well  informed,  prac- 
tical men  who  prepared  tlie  Plaquemine  report  labored 
to  gfain  the  iuformation,  and  to  make  it  scrupulously  accu* 
rate  in  all  its  details;  and,  as  far  is  my  testimony  is  worth, 
I  prove  here,  and  to  the  world,  that  their  names,  as  vrcQ 
as  the  names  by  which  the  other  returns  from  tlie  S'ate 
are  avouched,  afford  a  pledge  of  the  highest  kind  of  the 
entire  faith  which  is  due  to  any  statement  to  which  tbej 
may  be  appended. 

Sir,  oa  this  ridiculous  theory  of  our  supposed  exorbitant 
profits,  1  feel  as  if  I  had  been  tempted  to  dwell  too  long; 
yet  it  was  the  burden  of  the  genileman*8  song,  and  it  n 
the  eternal  theme  with  which  my  eyes  and  my  ears « 
assailed,  and  my  perfect  knowledge  to  the  contrary  offend- 
ed, whether  I  cast  a  glance  upon  the  columns  of  a  certain 
set  of  newspapers,  or  hear  it  mentioned  as  matter  of  di> 
course;  and  I  could  not  well  do  otherwise  than  Ih&re 
done.  • 

[Here  the  SPEAKf^R  reminded  Mr.'  W.  that  the  hour 
for  which  the  rule  had  been  suspended  had  expired;  vheo 
a  motion  was  made  further  to  suspend  the  rule  for  half 
an  hour,  which  prevailed  by  two-thuds;  and  Mr.  W., 
after  thanking  the  House  for  such  unusual  indulgence, 
proceeded.] 

I  will  now,  said  he,  most  cheerfully  turn  from  the  di> 
quisition  as  to  what  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  oor 
^ns  from  the  culture  of  sugar,  to  consider  its  nationu 
importance,  and  inquire  what  are,  if  any,  the  benefits 
which  have  flowed  from  it  to  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States^ 

In  casting  about  in  quest  of  its  advantages  to  the  nation 
at  large,  I  find  them  to  consist  chiefly  in  two  respects, 
Which  respects  are  the  primary  objects  for  which  men 
have  forsaken  their  woods  aiid  their  caves,  to  betake  theo- 
selves  to  communities,  and  form  the  social  compact,  vix* 
to  obtain  the  things  necessary  to  a  comfortable  hvelibood, 
atxd  which  they  have  to  buy  at  a  cheap  price,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  find  a  good  market  for  whatever  they  ha« 
to  sell;  both  which  ends,  I  contend,  have  been  eminently 
subsei-vcd  and  promoted  by-  the  creation  of  that  iuteicst 
in  Louisiana.  That  the  efiect  of  it  has  been  to  give  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  tlie  pxiXc^t  of  sugar  at » 
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much  cheaper  price  than  they  ever  would  have  had  it 
otherwise;  and  th£t  it  has  created  an  inraluable  market 
for  all  their  productions. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  price.  Does  not  the  gentleman  re- 
collect (I  well  rememher  the  time)  when  the  general  price 
of  sugar  throughout  the  United  States  was  twenty  cents 
the  pound?  Sir,  tlie  day  is  not  very  long  gone  by  since 
five  pounds  of  sug^r  were  conudered  every  where  in  the 
cities,  at  the  most  accessible  points,  at  Natchez,  at  New 
Orleans,  as  the  fair  standard  equivalent  of  the  round  silver 
dollar.  When  the  thrifty  housewife  wanted  a  few  pounds 
of  th^  luxury,  she  sent  her  servant  to  the  store  with  a  dol- 
lar, expecting,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  receive  her  sack 
of  five  pounds  in  return.  At  places  inland,  where  the 
price  was  necessarily  enhanced  by  transportation,  it  was 
no  doubt  much  more. 

In  1815,  immediately  after  the  war,  the  wholesale  price 
of  our  own  products  at  New  Orleans  was  eighteen  or 
twenty  tents  the  pound.  For  several  years  after,  it  was 
genenlly  sold  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents;  and  what  has 
been  going  on  since?  Why,  we  have  been  graduaUy  re- 
ducing the  price  to  nine,  to  eight,  to  seven,  to  six  cents, 
until  we  have  now  got  it  down  to  the  freezing  point  of 
five  cents. 

The  history  of  the  decline  and  fall — ^not  of  the  Roman 
empire,  but  what  more  immediately  concerns  the  people 
whom  I  represent — of  ttie  empire  of  the  staple  by  which 
they  get  their  hard-earned  bread,  deserves  to  be  looked  a 
Uttle  further  into. 

The  authority  from  which  -I  draw  my  data,  and  IVom 
which  I  beg  l^ave  to  read,  is  a  statement  furnished  by  the 
firm  of  Lippincott,  Richards,  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  a 
highly  respectable  house,  auctioneers,  and  sellers  of  su- 
gar, and  who  have  been  such  for  a  period  of  time,  of 
which  I  have  no  means  of  tracing  the  commencement.  I 
will  not  read  the  entire  document,  but  restrict  myself  to 
one  item  in  each  year.  The  prices  are  carried  out  as  per 
hundred  weight. 

54,  hhds.  sugar,  ^10  30  a  14  30 

5  hhds.  KewOrleans^    14  60  a  U  85 
50  hhds. 
90  hhds. 
9  hhds.  New  Orleana, 
25  hhds.  New  Orleans, 
46  hhds.  New  Orleans,  13 
38  hlids.  New  Orleans,  11 
S7  hhds.  New  Orleans,  11 


1811,  Nov.  6, 
1813,  Sept  16, 
1813,  Aug.  2, 
1814^  March  ^6, 

1815,  June  2^, 

1816,  April  20, 
18ir,  April  2, 

1818,  June  23, 

1819,  June  3, 


22  10  a  22  50 
20  00  a  20  75 
24  00  a  20  00 
25^16 
00  a  13 
00al2 
r0al2 


15 


50 
50 
90 
00 


The  account  is  brought  no  lower  down  than  1819,  but 
it  comes  far  enough  to  show,  that,  from  a  peace  price, 
varying  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents,  and  a  war  price,  ranging 
from  twenty  to  twenty-four  cents,  we  have  got  it  down, 
according  to  the  gejitleman's  own  intelligence,  to  the 
average  price  of  five  and  a  quarter  cents  the  pound. 

Now,  I  wonder  if  this  simple  fact  be  of  no  importance 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  think  it  is  of  some 
slight  importance.  |t  must  be  no  very  inconvement  or 
uncomfortable  thing  to  every  body  to  have  this  delicious 
aliment,  this  pleasant  dulclfier  of  l&e,  at  so  very  cheap  a 
price  as  five  or  five  and  a  quartex^cents  the  pound. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  is  not  the  man  to  take 
upon  trust  "the  goods  the  gods  provide  him."  While 
be  feels  the  beneficial  effect,  it  is  necessary  for  V^m  to 
trace  the  cause.  The  mind  of  man,  I  am  aware,  is  an  active 
principle,  endowed  with  faculties  to  rang^  abroad  through 
nature;  and,  when  the  breeze  of  heaven  rushes  by  him, 
fraught  with  fragrance  and  with  health,  he  must  needs 
"list  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth;"  and  he 
ha3  a  ri^ht  to  da  so,  if  he  can.  Feiix  ^i  potuit  rerum 
eognooeert  eauvu. 

The  gentleman  accon£ngTy  institutes  his  researches, 
and  finds  that,  although  the  pric^  of  this  once  costly  lux- 
ury bad  fallen  so  very  low  that  it  might  be  good  policy  in 


him  to  buy  it  to  fatten  his  swine  upon,  a  conresponding 
declenaon  has  taken  place  in  the  West  Indies.  There, 
he  says,  it  has  been  bought  as  low  as  four  cents.  Who 
does  not  know  that?  But  does  the  gentleman  believe  but 
that  we  have  contributed  extensively  to  that  state  of 
things  by  our  competition  with  those  blanders?  Does  he 
think  that  we  have  not  been  accessory  to  the  fiict  of 
knocking  down  the  price,  even  in  the  West  Indies?  Does 
he  reallv  imagine  that  tlie  additional  supply  of  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  pounds  to  the  great  market  of  the  world 
has  not  had  a  powerful  agency  in  bringing  the  price  down 
—down  to  what  we  see  it?  If  not,  then  1  would  thank 
him  to  inform  us  whence  it  is  that  the  price  has  generally 
declined'  just  about  in  the  ratio  of  the  increase  of  the 
quanti^  with  us;  and,  vice  verw^  that  the  price  has  gene- 
lally  risen  whenever  the  quantiW  with  us  has  fallen  short 
No  longer  ago  than  last  year,  1829,  the  seasons  proved 
disastrous  to  us.  The  quantum  of  sugar  raised  in  the 
State  did  little  more,  if  any  thing,  than  cover  the  aggre- 
gate expenses  of  the  plantations  which  grew  it.  We 
made  but  forty-seven  thousand  hogsheads.  And  what 
ensued  thereupon?  Why,  the  price  ranged  a  full  cent  or 
a  cent  and  a  half  in  the  pound  higher  than  it  does  at  this 
timet  many  crops  were  sold  for  more  than  seven  cents: 
this  year,  1830,  we  approximate  to  one  hundred  thousand 
hogsheads,  and  down  falls  the  price  to  five  cents. 

To  me  it  looks  like  a  proposition  too  plain  for  argument 
to  say,  that,  by  thQ  mutual  rivalry  whicn  has  been  got  up 
between  the  insuhCrs  and  ourselves,'  the  general  demand 
has  not  kept  pace  with'the  rapid  increase  of  the  supply: 
we  act  and  react  on  each  othe;*;  and  that  hence  it  is  you 
witness  this  extraordinary  depresnon  of  the  price. 

I  will  put  the  hypothesis.  Suppose  that  compietition 
had  never  been  fostered  in  Louisiana,  and  the  elemental 
principle  of  those  hundred  millions  of  pounds  which  we 
now  supply  had,  until  this  day,  been  left  dormant  in  the 
bosom  of  the  untiUed  earth;  and,  during  all  this  lapse, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  had  continued  to  be  de- 

Eendent  on  the  islands  for  those  progressive  hundred  mil- 
ons  of  pounds:  does  any  one  fancy  he  would  ever  have 
witnessed  that  astonishing  depression  of  the  price  which 
has  occurred?  Why,  in  such  a  posture  of  affairs,  it  is  far 
more  probable  that  the  increase  of  the  quantity  would  not 
have  been  equal  to  the  growth  of  the  demand  in  Europe, 
and  here,  in  this  rapidly.augmenting  and  consuming  coun- 
try of  twelve  or  fifteen  Imllions  of  people;  and,  if  so, 
instead  of  falling,  the  price  would  have  risen  all  the  while, 
and  you  would  be  paying  more  for  it  at  this  day  than  at 
any  former  period.   ~ 

Sir,  thiis  is  not  altogether  theory.  It  is  not  a  mere  sup- 
posititious, problematical  case;  it  is  a  case  sustained  by 
actual  observatioQ  of  what  has  happened  in  reg^d  to 
many  other  things.  I  will  take,  for  instance,  the  article 
of  Sherry  wine,  which  has  risen  some  twenty-five  or  tiiirty 
per  cent,  within  the  last  few  years;  a  fact  which  I  the 
rather  ielect,  from  the  supposition  that  every  gentleman 
here  can  practically  attest  it.  And  why  has  it  risen? 
From  the  increased  consumption;  no  other  cause  can  be 
assigned.  You  have  diminished  the  duty,  and  -the  thing 
has  risen;  because,  while  the  demand  has'been  increasing, 
while  the  wine  has  been  growing  a  more  fa&hionable  po- 
tation, (thanks,  perhaps,  to  tiie  leech  who  discovered  its 
curative  viHue,^  there  has  been  no  home  production  to 
compete  with  tne  foreign  supply. 

Gentlemen  say  that  sugar  has  become  an  object  of 
general  use^-an  article  of  priooary  necessity  to  tiie  people : 
the  very  strongest  reason  which,  in  Uie  common  sense  of 
mankind,  can  possibly  be  asagned  for  the  encouragement 
of  its  production  here,  in  the  midst  of  the  people  to  whom 
it  iB«n  article  of  primary  necessity:  the  very  ground  on 
wluch  all  our  wisest  statesmen  have  uniformly  recommend- 
ed it,  and  other  things  similar  in  character,  to  the  foster- 
ing protection  of  Oovemmeat,  The  reason  which  prompts 
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the  gentleman  to  try  and  crush  the  neceasaiy  product  at 
home,  is  the  very  policy  which  led  France,  (it  only  shows 
how  learned  statesmen,  as  well  as  doctors,  differ, )  with 
colonies  capable  of  furnishing  it  so  abundantly  and  so 
cheap,  to  assess  a  heavy  duty,  to  encourage  its  manufac- 
ture from  the  beet,  in  order  that  her  people,  to  whom  it 
is  as  much  an  article  of  primary  necessity  as  it  is  to  us, 
might  participate  in  the  labor,  and  come  in  for  a  share  of 
the  expenditures  which  the  manufacture  requires;  and, 
also,  i}\6X  they  might,  in  part,  derive  their  supply  from 
their  own  soil,  free  from  the  casualties  of  the  boisterous 
element  over  which  it  had  to  be  transported,  and  sccuie 
from  the  deeds  of  violence  that  are  constantly  done  on  its 
surface. 

It  is  an  article  of  primary  necessity  to  the  people,  is  it? 
Why  to  be  sure  it  b:  and  that  they  knew  it  to  be  so,  was 
just  what,  in  1816,  impelled  the  Cong^ss  of  the  United 
States  to  adopt  the  policy,  and  place  this  duty  on  the 
footing  on  which  it  has  stood  ever  since.  And,  sir,  what 
portions  of  the  American  people  were  then  the  freest  and 
the  foremost  to  plight  their  troth  to  us,  and  tempt  us  to 
embark  our  fortunes  in  the  precarious  culture?  It  was 
the  people  of  Georgia,  and  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  and 
Tennessee— the  very  men  who  now  pursue  us  with  hound 
and  with  horn. 

In  1816,  when  the  proposal  was  made  on  this  floor  to 
add  one  half  cent  for  protection,  the  representation  of 
Geoma  voted  for  it  unanimously;  so  also  did  the  delega- 
tion from  Tennessee.  The  measure  was  sustained  by  Sie 
wisdom  of  the  Archers,  and  the  Macons,  and  the  Calhouns, 
as  well  as  by  the  sapient  forecast  and  reproachless  virtue 
of  Lowndes— the  very  prophets  and  apostles  of  your  poli- 
tical creed. 

And,  sir,  what  was  the  animating  motive  with  the  men 
of  that  day  ?  They  were  groaning  under  the  sense  of 
present  burdens,  and  smarting  with  the  recollection  of 
recent  and  greater  oppression.  By  resorting  to  the  pro- 
tective expedient,  they  sought  to  palliate  the  evils  to 
which  botn  they  and  their  people  were  then  so  sensibly 
alive,  and  to  prevent  the  possible  recurrence  of  woes  still 
fresh  in  their  remembrance.  And  has  not  tlie  wisdom  of 
their  ways  been  fully  tested  by  that  n-eat  assayer  of  hu- 
man actions — ^time  ?  Have  we  not  auready  done  more  ii) 
their  behalf  than  they  ever  imagined  we  could  do?  Fi^m 
a  general  average,  in  all  times,  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents, 
and  an  occasional  war  average  of  from  twenty  to  twq^nty- 
fbur  cents,  we  have  brought  the  price  down  to  the  ave- 
rage of  five  cents  and  a  quarter,  as  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man himself.  And  what  more  could  the  cupidity  of  any 
man  desire?  Is  not  it  enough  to  gratify  the  most  untoward 
propensity  for  cheap  ? 

Tet  this  very  fact  of  the  extreme  modicity  of  the  pre- 
sent price  is,  in  part,  what  calls  forth  the  gentleman's 
moaning.  In  his  preamble  he  whereases  about  the  extra- 
vagance of  the  duty  in  proportion  to  the  price.  Now,  if 
the  duty  be  extravagant,  in  comparison  to  the  price,  the 
converse^  must  follow,  that  the  price  is  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  the  duty:  yet,  at  the  time  you  saw  fit  to 
create  the  duty,  it  was  but  sm.all  in  relation  to  the  price. 
And  if  there  be  any  argument  in  the  preambular  propo- 
ntion,  it  must  be  the  most  inconvenient  one  in  the  world; 
seeing  that  the  more  we  lower  the  price,  the  more  we 
strengthen  the  augument  against  us;  insomuch  that  by  the 
time  we  give  him  sugar  for  nothing,  (as  we  seem  likely 
soon  to  do,  if  we  kee|3  on  in  the  same  way,)  the  argument 
will  be  perfectly  irresistible. 

But  go  on,  and  consummate  your  work.  Only  fulminate 
the  thunders  of  your  Vatican  against  us:  pronounce  your 
anathema,  and  bid  our  factories  be  still:  and  go  back  to 
the  islands  of  your  love,  with  a  new  born  demand  of  one 
hundred  millions  of  pounds:  and  then  send  forth  your 
diplomats  to  sue  and  entreat,  and  allude  disparagingly  to 
the  policy  of  their  own  emmtry,  and  point  out  wherein 


advantages  may  be  gained  over  it;  and  eventually,  perhaips, 
strike  up  a  und  of  bargain,  calculated  to  place  your 
adversaries  on  the  vantage  ground,  and  drive  your  poor 
contemned  flag  from  the  ocean.  Do  this,  I  say,  and  yoa 
will  soon  cease  to  have  any  cause  to  complain  of  the  small- 
ness  of  the  price  in  comparison  with  the  duty;  you  inll 
soon  see  a  rise  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  per  cent  in  this  cooa- 
trv.  We  shall  then  see  who  is  taxed  and  oppresMd. 
Then,  in  sooth,  shall  we  feel  Uie  (^pe  of  the  *'  griading 
monopolist,"  and  own,  too,  the  might  of  the  forestalling 
speculator;  from  whose  fraternity,  even  at  this  moment, 
methinks  I  hear  but  one  voice,  firom  New  Orleans  to  Bol- 
ton, calling  on  you  to  do  the  deed  of  folly,  and  commit  to 
their  tender  mercies  the  exclusive  care  of  supplybgyour 
people  with  the  article  of  primary  necessity! 

The  ipentlennan,  in  his  speech  or  preamble,  (no  matter 
which,  for  he  intended  his  preamble  as  a  speech,)  talb 
about  the  three  cents  duty,  levied  on  the  consumer,  as  a 
bounty  to  the  producer,  and  augmenting  the  price  to  each 
bv  the  amount  of  duty;  and  from  thence  he  conjares  up 
his  *<  chimera  dire,"  to  bewilder  the  minds  of  his  people, 
and  "  silence  ihe  whistle  of  his  ploughmen,"  sboatnu]- 
lions  of  taxes! — taxes  which,  in  nature,  in  reason,  andia 
trutfi,  have  about  as  much  existence  as  the  fiibled  mon- 
ster itself,  which  is  but  a  spurious  offspring  of  a  wayward 
fancy. 

He  himself  demonstrates  the  idea  to  be  baseleaa.  To 
begin  to  make  out  the  proportion,  he  should  have  diows 
that  the  same  quality  of  sugar  sold  in  the  West  Imfies  for 
three  cents  in  tne  pound  less  than  at  New  Orleans.  Did 
he  show  any  siich  thing?  No.  Did  he  even  assert  it?  No; 
he  ventured  no  direct  asseveration  about  it.  But  he  did 
hold  out  an  inuendo.  Qf  what  ?— of  a  dilTcrencc  of  three 
cents?  No,  but  of  about  one  cent;  which  at  once  destroys 
two-thirds  of  his  position.  In  NevT  Orleans,  he  says,  the 
average  price  is  fiva  and  a  quarter  cents,  while,  in  the 
West  Indies,  he  intimates,  it  has  been  bought  for  four  centi 

Bought  for  four  cents!  Now,  it  does  seem  to  me,  that 
if  it  .were  at  all  important,  which  t  conceive  it  is  not,  to 
find  how  the  respective  markets  stood,  a  (Afferent  mode 
of  analysis  might  hav«  been  adopted.  If  anpr  man  of  ordi* 
nary  inteUeot  had  been  put  on  die  investigation,  he  would, 
probably,  have  deemed  it  proper  to  try  and  ascertain,  not 
what  was  the  average  price  at  one  place,  and  what  it  had 
been  bought  for  at  another*  but  what  was  the  average 
price  at  both  places; 

Bought  for  four  cents  in  the  Went  Indies!  Why,  1  raje 
no  contest  at  all  on  that  point  I  am  free  to  admit  that  it 
has  been  bought  for  four  cents  and  for  two  cents.  I  «n 
sure  that  I  have  frequently  known  our  sugars  at  Ncv 
Orleans  bouglit  for  four  cents  and  for  two  cents,  at  a  time 
when  the  general  average  price  ranged  a  fiill  ccnU  ^ 
a  cent  and  a  half,  higher  than  it  does  now;  those,  how- 
ever, were  extreme  cases  of  inferior  sugar,  or  sugar  sold 
at  a  sacrifice.  ^  ' 

Since  it  has  so  happened  that  we  have  gone  into  some 
examination  as  to  the  respective  prices,  let  us  sec  if  ** 
have  any  means  of  elucidation  at  hand.  The  most  con- 
venient source  to  which  I  can  apply,  would  be,  I  thmi, 
the  report  of  your  own  Treasury  Department,  made  some 
weeks  ago,  in  compliance  with  a  call  from  this  House} 
moved,  no  doubt»  with  no  very  friendly  purpose  to  tnc 
subject,  but  for  which  I  acknowled^  obligation  to  tw 
mover,  seeing  it  has  furnished  me  with  documentary  «"• 
dence  of  a  fact  which  I  was  not  aware  was  so  easily  to  w 
obtained. 

The  report  contains  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  s"E" 
imported  into  the  United  States  for  a  number  of  )^^ 
with  its  avera^  cost  at  the  places  whence  in^P^'^^^'*  .: 
take  the  period  nighest  oiu*  own  time,  via.  nine  montw 
of  1830,  and  selecting  fi^m  it  the  average  price  o;  ^[?5I 
sugar,  at  the  several  places  of  its  gyowth,  I  find  the  tauie 
to  be  as  fbllows: 
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Duiy  on  Sugar* 
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[Mr.  W.  here  re^d  from  the  treuury  report.] 

Ccau.  Milla. 
Swedish  West  Indies,  .  .  .  S  S 
•  Danish  West  Indies,  -  -  -  .  3  3 
Butch  West  Indies,  ....  5  0 
British  West  Indies,  ....  5  4 
British  American  colbnies,  ..99 
French  American  coloniei,        -.42 

HaytJ, 9        1 

Cuba, S3 

Other  Spanish  West  Indies,       --49 
Coast  of  Brazil,  .        .        *        .        5        6. 

Colombia,  .....        6        0 

All  other  places,        ....        6        3 

Having  thus  |^ned  some  insight  into  the  arerage  prices 
in  the  countries  of  our  viciiuty,  let  us  see  what  new^  if 
any,  can  be  obtained  from  New  Orleans.  I  read  from 
**  Bright's  New  Orleans  Prices  Current  and  Commercial 
Intelligencer,"  a  paper  of  undoubted  authority,  of  the '5th 
February,  1831,  head  Sugar: 

'*  The  demand  has  abated  very  much,  and  we  auofe  at 
five  cents,  duU.  None  but  that  of  very  good  quality  will 
command  that  price;  to  obtain  more,  the  article  must  be 
superior  in  erery  respect,  and  at  such  distance  from  the 
city  as  will  salt  convenience.'' 

I  will  also  beg  leave  to  read  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated 
January  26,  from  an  eminent  commisaon  merchant  in  New 
Orleans,  a  gentleman  well  known  to  many  in  this  House. 
The  letter  was  not  addressed  to  me,  nor  written  with  any 
reference  to  such  a  use,  and  I  owe  it  to  the  politeness  of 
his  correspondent  that  I  am  permitted  to  read  it. '  He 
iays,  *'  Sugar  is  down  to  4  a  5i  eents.*' 

We  thus  find  that  the  average  price  is,  in  reality,  be- 
tween four  and  five  centS)  and  that,  after  all  this  uproar, 
this  prodigious  outcry  about  three  cents  in  the  pound, 
wrenched  from  the  consumer,  as  a  gratuity  to  the  producer, 
these  three  millions  of  taxes^  as  k  bounty  to  inflate  the 
pockets  of  a  few  planters  in  Louisiana*4n  point  of  fact,  the 
bounty  proceeds  from  the  planter,  and  is  enjoyed  by  the 
consumer;  that  it  is  we  who  are  taxed  ana  oppressed; 
that  we  have  taxed  ourselves— 4nveigled  into  it  bv  your 
policy — have  taxed  our  time,  our  industry,  our  vigils,  our 
capita],  to  such  an  extent,  that  we  now  supply  the  crav- 
ings of  your  appetite  for  less  than  you  can  buy  the  luxury 
for  on  the  plantations  of  the  West  Indies.  That  we  ac- 
tually do,  in  a  genera]  way,  undersell  the  Swedish  and 
British  islands,  as  well  as  Cuba,  and  that  we  ftt  a  trifle 
more  than  half  the  price  it  commands  at  Hayti. 

Now,  by  what  possible  means,  by  what  mi^e  spell,  we 
have  ever  been  able  to  accomplish  so  much,  is,  one  would 
think,  a  question  which,  when  the  physical  and  adventi- 
tious circumstances  of  the  two  countnes  are  considered, 
would  puzzle  even  the  fiicile  imagination  of  the  honorable 
mover  himself.  The  enigma  of  the  sphynx  would  seem 
to  be  a  commonplace  child's  riddle  in  the  comparison. 
There  is  but  one  solution  to  it,  and  that  is,  the  all-sur- 
mounting  energies  of  American  enterprise  when  induced 
to  exert  itself  in  any  given  direction. 

Sir,  what  are  the  relative,  natural,  and  accidental  cir- 
cumstances of  that  archipelago  and  of  Louisiana?  Why, 
on  those  genial  isles,  those  ocean  gems,  the  fostering 
sun  beams  vertically  from  January  to  January.  There 
the  plant  has  the  whole  twelve  months,  with  twefve  more 
to  tha^  if  necessary,  to  mature  and  concoct  its  juices. 
With  us  it  has  but  six  short  months  to  f^w — from  the 
last  frosts  of  spring  to  the  first  blasts  which  chill  the  au- 
tumn. They  have  the  livelong  year  to  grind  and  manu* 
facture  in;  we  can  claim  but  the  hurried  period  of  two  or 
three  months,  which  is  liable  to  be  abric^^ed.  They  get 
their  laborers  from  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  or  the  Zaire, 


*  ThiM  H  ihe  interior  Mowovado,  which  w  qvHo  a  diffRcnt  srticle, 
and  does  not  come  in  ccmpttitioa  with  th^  oxdinarjr  brown  tufar* 


for  about  one  hundred  dollars  a  piece.  We  procure  ours 
from  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  and  its  tributaries,  and 
from  the  gentleman's  own  Savannah,  at  four,  five,  and  six 
hundred  dollars.  Their  ploughmen  or  their  hoemen  want 
no  purchased  clothing;  like  our  primitive  parents,  a  fig. 
leaf  is  the  ordinary  costume  they  prefer.  Ours  are  clad 
at  great  aggregate  expense  from  the  product  of  your  ma- 
nu&ctories.  For  their  people  they  have  little  or  no  food 
to  buy;  the^  require  none;  they  are  sustained  by  *'the 
gushing  fruits  which  nature  gives  untUled."  A  patch  of 
plantains  and  bananas,  once  formed,  supports  the  nian  for- 
ever  and  a  day.  Ours  are  no^^shed  by  the  costly  alimentsf 
the  com,  the  fish,  the  pork,  which  you  supply. 

And  yet,  with  all  these  advanta^s  on  their  side,  it  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  all  the  colonies  have,  of  late  years 
been  in  the  most  deplorable  condition;  and  it  has  been  an 
engrossing  object  with  the  parent  countries  to  try  and 
devise  expedients  to  uphold  and  save  them  from  utter 
bankruptcy;  while  we,  with  idl  our  opposing  obstacles, 
contributing,  as  we  liave  to  do,  annual  millions  to  the  rest 
of  you,  have  not  only  brought  them  down  m  their  prices, 
but  have  descended  to  compete,  and  do  compete,  with 
them,  on  the  level  of  their  own  platform.  And  yet  there 
are  gentlemen  who  still  pretend  to  believe,  for  I  cannot 
give  credit  for  any  thing  but  pretence,  that  we  are  an- 
nually coining  cent  per  cent,  on  the  capital  we  employ! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  one  proposition,  of  the  truth 
of  which  I  feel  a  deeper  sense  of  conviction  than  of  any 
other  proposition  connected  with  the  subject.  It  is  this, 
that  all  our  inquiries,  touching  the  relative  price  at  home 
and  abroad,  can  serve  no  other  end  than  to  gratify  a  mere 
idle,  speculative  curiosity;  that,  if  they  properly  under- 
stood me  subject,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
especially  those  of  Georgia  and  Virginia,  would  scout  all 
such  attempts  to  delude  them  by  phantoms  and  bugbears, 
and  would  perceive  that  their  only  motive  of  interest  in 
looking  to  the  price  of  su^  at  New  Orleans  should  be 
to  watch  over  it,  and  keep  it  up  to  a  standard  of  fair  profit 
there;  that  the  fifty  millions  employed  in  the  culture  are 
fifty  millions  at  work  for  their  emolument— with  tiiis  dis- 
crimination from  ordinary  investments,  that  you  have 
neither  the  risk  of  the  capital  nor  the  trouble  of  the  ad- 
ministration. This  would  fetch  me  to  that  part  of  the 
subject  which  relates  to  thegp-eat  question  of  the  market; 
a  question  of  more  intrinnc  importance  than  all  the  rest 
combined. 

Sir,  if  I  were  to  attempt  an  exposition  of  the  enormity 
of  the  demand  which  the  sugar  making  creates  for  the 
productions  of  all  the  people  in  this  Union,  fVom  those 
who  dwell  on  our  extreme  Eastern  seaboard,  with  their 
oil  and  their  fish,  down  to  those  who  live  on  our  imme- 
diate confines,  with  another  spedes  of  bipedal  property, 
it  would  require  more  time  than  I  have  consumed  in  all 
the  other  tppics  put  together. 

But,  sir,  my  moments  are  countefl:  I  see  the  goal  be- 
yond whidi  I  cannot  be  allowed  to  proceed;  and  I  must, 
therefore,  with  a  view  to  obtun,  not  a  full  description  of 
the  subject,  but  a  mere  vista  leading  into  the  intei-minable 
field,  againinvite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  docu- 
ments on  the  table;  wherein  thev  wiH  perceive  that  it 
creates  an  annual  inknd  trade  of  m>m  four  to  seven  mil- 
lions, and  that  the  balance  is  against  us;  that  tlie  sugar 
planters  of  L.ouisiana  have  been  actually  buying  from  the 
rest  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for  millions  be- 
yond the  whole  amount  of  their  revenues.  It  is  a  fact, 
not  more  curious  than  true;  and  I  only  lament  that  time 
cannot  be  allowed  to  offer  some  explanation  of  the  seem- 
ing anomsly,  by  giving  an  account  of  the  sums  diverted 
from  other  employments,  and  raised  by  forced  loans, 
which  they  have  been  pouring  over  your  respective  lands, 
creating  brisk  demands  and  high  prices  for  every  things 
you  have  had  to  sell.  The  unvarnished  tale  might,  pos- 
sibly, vibrate  the  chord  of  self-interest  in  the  bosoms  of 
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all,  and  more  especially  of  those  from  whom  this  Strang, 
unaccountable  move  proceeds:  yet  I  must  needs,  how- 
ever loth,  pass  the  subject  by. 

Tliere  was  another  gentleman,  who  spoke  on  this  reso- 
lution, to  whose  argum^t  I  am  bound,  from  comity,  to 
bestow  some  notice — a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Alsxastseb.]  Very  little  fell  from  him  to  require  any 
answer  on  my  part.  He  admits  that  the  success  of  tiiiis 
proiect  would  materially  impair  the  value  of  the  property 
of  his  constituents.  That  is  just  what  I  say;  and,  there- 
fore, in  that  respect,  there  is  notlung  at  issue  between  us. 
But  he  says  that,  with  a  full  knowledM  of  the  injury  it 
would  be  to  his  |)eople,  he  is  induced  to  advocate  the 
measure,  because  it  depends  on  a  principle. 

On  a  principle?  Why,  how  does  that  alter  the  case> 
Do  not  we  all  proceed  on  a  principle? — as  well  those  who 
vote  for  the  maintenance  of  duties  as  those  who  g^>.for 
their  abolition?  The  opposite  pmnts  of  the  needle,  which 
feel  for  the  opposing  poles  of  th^  earth,  act  each  on  its 
principle — a  great  physical  principle,  impressed  by  the 
mscrutable  hand  or  Creation.  So,  al«0,-in  the  moral 
world,  the  most  diverging  points  of  conduct  all  claim  to 
have  a  principle  to  which  they  tend.  Every  thing  is  a 
principle. 

But,  sir,  there  are  two  principles  in  the  world.  There 
is  the  principle  beneficent,  and  the  principle  maleficent. 
The  Hindoos  also  had  their  Brama  and  their  ViChenou — 
one  the  good  principle,  ttie  creating  and  preserving  prin- 
ciple; the  other  the  evil  principle,  the  destroying  princi- 
ple. And,  sir,  each  had  its  votaries,  equally  ready  to 
hazard  all  and  every  thing  in  its  vindication.  I  had  hoped 
the  days  of  such  enthusiasm  had  gone  by. 

It  is  a  principle  with  the  gentleman  to  construe  the 
powers  of  this  Government  differently  from  all  the  past 
politicians  of  his  own  State — ^the  very  men  who  fought  the 
eood  fight  of  the  revolution,  and  helped  to  build  u^  the 
frame-work  of  this  republic.  It  is  a  principle  with  me  to 
interpret  tliem  as  Washington  and  Adams,  and  their  co- 
laborators — as  Jefferson,  and  Madison,  and  Monroe,  have 
done;  to  say  nothing  of  the  patriots  of  our  own  days,  ^e 
monument  of  whose  fame  and  public  services  towers  too 
high  to  be  seen  by  our  poor  obfuscated  vision,  filmed  by 
the  passion  of  party,  in  all  that  beauty  and  jublimity  of 
outline  which  the  remove  of  anotlicr  generation  will  im- 
part to  the  view. 

With  the  gentleman  it  is  a  principle  tp  deny  to  this 
Government  the  right  to  provjde  for  the  general  weal  of 
its  people.  With  me  it  is  a  principle  to  preserve  to  it, 
as  tar  as  my  feeble  efforts  may,  the  powers  necessair  to 
secure  me  in  the  ^jojrment  of  "Jife  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness,"  and  liberty,  too — rational  liberty — ^that' which 
depends  for  its  being  on  obedience  to  the  law;  not  that 
wild,  unbridled  liberty,  the  most  odious  form  of  despo- 
tism, "  which  knows  no  master  but  its  mood." 

REPRINTING  OLD  DOCUMENTS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  provision  for  a  subscription 
to  a  compilation  of  congressional  documents,  was  read  the 
third  time. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  did  not  know  that  any  thing  he 
could  say  on  this  subject  would  at  this  time  have  any  avail 
on  the  decision  of  the  House.  He  had  little  hope  that 
any  appeal  he  might  make  to  the  sober  judgment  of  the 
House  would  prevent  the  passage  of  this  obnoxious  mea- 
sure. But  a  duty  which  he  felt  he  owed  to  his  constitu- 
ents, to  himself,  and  his  country,  forbid  his  giving  a  silent 
vote.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  can  but  express  my  regret  that, 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  this  measure,  without 
attempting  to  explain  its  utility  or  probable  expense, 
slioula  be  hurried  through  the  House  in  this  unprece- 
dented manner.     He  asked  gentlemen  if  this  was  the 


Whole,  and  be  there  discussed,  and  a  free  interchange  of 
opinion  take  place?  He  had  too  much  respect  for  the 
cnurman  of  the  Library  committee,  who  had  reported 
this  bill,  to  even  presume  he  would  hold  back  any  infor- 
mation which  might  be  useful  in  relation  to  the  probable 
expense  to  be  incurred.  It,  however,  had  not  been 
given,  and  the  House,  almost  at  the  close  of  the  sesaoo, 
were  called  upon  to  adopt  a  measure  which,  if  carried 
into  effect,  would  incur  an  expense  of  between  fifty  and 
nxty  thousand  dollars — and  tor  what,' sir?  Why  to  re- 
print a  parcel  of  old  documents,  now  in  the  archives  ai 
the  House,  where  any  gentleman  can  command  them  if  he 
wishes.  Sir,  continued  Mr.  S.,  you  have  passed  pennon 
bills  this  session,  you  have  pensioned  tlie  poor  soldier, 
and  the  rich  soldier,  but  you  are  now  about  to  pass  a  pen- 
ton  law  more  obnoxious  than  any  heretofiare  pased. 

ou  are  about  pensioning  two  printers  in  this  city,  whom 

ou  have  heretofore  discarded  from  your  confidence. 

es,  sir,  you  now  propose  to  give  them  a  job  equal  to  the 
printing  for  Congress  ten  yeam  These  printers,  Messrs. 
Cvdesand  Seat6n,who,  two  years  ago,  were  discarded  from 
the  confidence  of  the  House  on  account  of  their  political 
prinoiples,  are  now  to^be  taken  in  |M^ference  to  all  others, 
and  given  this  job  as  an  annuity  or  pension;  and  for  what, 
sir?  Could  any  gentleman  tell  what  this  pension  is  for? 
Is  it  because  thev  have  and  are  daily  vomiting  forth  pol- 
lution or  abuse  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  lus  adounistration? 
He  asked  gentlemen  if  these  printers  were  not  unng  every 
means  in  their  power,  just  and  unjust,  to  bring  this  admi- 
nistration into  contempt.  He  could  only  express  bis  re- 
gret to  some  of  the  friends  of  the  administration,  in  the 
ranks  of  the  oppontion,  lending  their  sanction  to  a  mev 
sure  which  would  effectually  give  it  a  stab.  Why,  air,  is 
it  that  Gales  and  Seaton  are  selected  in  preference  to  all 
other  printers  to  do  this  work,  if  it  is  expedient  to  effect 
it?  Why  not  have*it  discretionary  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  employ ^ose  who  would  do  it  the  cheapest? 
Is  there  not  on  your  tsible  a  proposition  to  print  these 
documents,  and  let  you  take  them  at  your  own  price. 
When  they  should  be  printed,  the  House  could  judge  of 
their  value.  He  was  admonished  that  the  time  of  the 
Houaa  was  precious.  He  rose  only  to  do  what  he  con- 
sidered his  duty.  It  did  se^m  to  him  that  the  House  were 
about  to  take  a  step  which  would  not  by  any  means  meet 
the  sanction  of  the  people.  He  wished  liis  constituents 
to  see  his  vote.     He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.* 

Mr.  DRAYTON  said,  to  decide  upon  the  passage  or 
rejection  of  this  bill,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  should  de- 
termine, 1st,  whether  the  documents  proposed  to  be  pub- 
lished,' are  such  as  ^e  stand  in  need  of  in  the  discharge  of 
Qur  legblatlve  du^es;  2dly,  whether,  supposing  this  to  be 
the  case;  we  have  the  legitimate  power  to  procure  them. 
The  docunients  referred  to  comprehend  those  State  papers 
of  the  Executive  and  its  departments,  and  those  reports 
of  both  blanches  of  Congress,  which  lire  of  peculiar  im- 
portance, firom  tlieir  throwing  light  upon  the  principles 
of  the  interior  and  exterior  policy  of  our  Government  du- 
ring the  long  interval  which  elapsed  from  the  adoption  of 
the  federal  constitution  to  the  year  18  IS.  The  contents 
of  these  papers  are  known  but  to  few.  Of  many  of  them 
there  are  but  two  or  three  copies  extant,  and  others  of 
them  are  only  to  be  found  in  manuscript,  in  the  possesson 
of  a  small  number  of  persons.  Surely  the  records  of  the 
United  States,  upon  subjects  which  ought  to  be  familiar 
to  every  Senator  and  Representative,  slionld  be  easily  at- 
tainable; and  yet  the  reverse  is  notoriously  the  fact.  With- 
in my  own  limited  experience  as  a  member  of  a  committee 
of  this  House,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  upon  several  occa- 
sions, to  make  fruitless  exertions  to  obtain  documents  re- 
lating to  an  early  period  of  our  Government,  which  would 
have  aided  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duties.  These 
usual  course  for  bills  containing  appropriations  to  take,  l  nnpediments  in  our  way  ought  to  be  removed;  and  slioiiid 


Was  it  not  vaual  for  them  to  go  to  a  Committee  of  the 


this  bill  became  a  kw»  they  will  be  effectually  rcmm-cd. 
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Should  it  be  rejected,  we  must,  to  *  certain  extent,  be 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  kbort  of  those  who  have 
preceded  us,  and  be  leas  competent  to  execute  those 
"w^hich  devolve  upon  ourselves.  The  constitutional  power 
to  make  an  appropriation  of  money  for  these  documents, 
1  think  we  clearly  possess.  We  have  a  right  to  resort  to 
the  necessary  means  to  enable  us  to  discharge  the  duties 
-which  are  prescribed  to  us  as  legislators.  Without  infor- 
mation upon  a  variety  of  questions  which  engaged  the 
minds,  and  a  variety  of  facts,  the  investigation  of  wliich 
occupied  the  time  of  our  predecessors,  .we  should  fre- 
quently  be  deficient  in  the  knowledge  requisite  to  direct 
our  judgments.  Tliis  evil  will  be  inci'eased  by  dela^. 
We  should,  therefore,  apply  the  remedy  whilst  it  is  m 
our  power  to  do  so.  I  have  alwaya  been  opposed  to  ap- 
propriating money  for  books  to  be  distributed  among  the 
members,  which  could  be  purchased  at  the  book  shops{ 
but  a  work  like  thb  under  consideration  will  never  oe 
undertaken  without  the  aid  of  Cong^sa.  Our  right  to 
have  these  documents  published,  stands  upon  the  same 
footing  as  ordering  to  be  printed  an  additional  number  of 
the  Executive  messages,  or  congressional  reports — a 
right  whidi  has  been  acquiesced  in  without  a  single  dis- 
sentient voice. 

It  lias  been  said  by  gentlemen,  that,  admitting  the  pro« 
priety  of  having  executed  what  this  bill  contemplates, 
the  expense  incidental  to  it  will  be  enormous — that  the 
selection  of  what  is  to  be  printed,  is  left  to  the  unli- 
mited discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  this  House,  who  may  sanction  the  publication  of 
useless  trash,  so  as  to  increase  the  number  of  volumes, 
and  to  augment  the  cost  far  beyond  what  we  should  feel 
ourselves  justified  in  appropriating.  I  can  only  reply  to 
these  arguments,  that  I  am  mformed  by  the  most  respect- 
able authority,  that  the  expense  cannot  exceed  $30,000, 
and  that  the  bill  sufficiently  guards  against  the  other  ob- 
jection of  abuse  of  authority  in  the  officers  of  this  and  of 
the  other  House.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  will  be  bound  by 
the  respect  which  they  owe  to  themselves,  and  by  the 
obligations  of  their  official  responsibility,  to  perform  faith- 
fully the  trust  which  is  confided  to  them.  If  the  publica- 
tion be  pronded  for,  these  officers  are  best  qualified  to 
superintend  and  direct  it.  We  have  elected  them  to  the 
situations  in  which  they  are  placed^-they  have  discharged 
tiie  duties  assigned  to  them  with  ability  and  integrity,  and 
their  repeated  elcctiona  manifest  that  the  opinions  which 
we  originally  entertained  of  them,  have  remained  unim- 
paired. Is  it  reasonable,  then,  to  suspect  that  they  will 
fail  to  execute  what  is  reqtured  of  them,  without  any  temp- 
tation from  interest,  and  with  the  means  in  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  detecting  any  treachery  or  impropriety  in 
their  conduct?  ' 

Gentlemen  have  also  urged  that  we  ought  not  to  pass 
tliis  bill,  because  the  effect  would  be  to  confer  a  lucrative 
employment  upon  tliose  who  are  hostile  to  the  adminis- 
tration. The  press  is  free.  The  ind^uah  alluded  to 
are  as  well  entitled  to  express  their  sentiments  as  I  am  to 
express  mine.  Their  opinion  may  be  correct,  and  mine 
wrong,  or  the  reverse  nuy  be  the  case.  However  this 
may  be,  1  would  never  iiiquire  to  what  party  any  one  was 
uitiiched  who  proposed  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  print- 
in;^  our  proceedings.  My  sole  inquiries  would  be,  whe- 
ther he  could  execute  it  witli  fidelitv,  and  for  a  just  com- 
pensation. Satisfied  upon  these  pomts,  I  should  regard  it 
U9  a  proscription  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  a  free 
and  enlightened  body,  to  reject  his  application  because 
ills  political  opinions  were  at  variance  with  those  of  the 
majority.  If  our  votes  are  to  be  influenced  by  such  a 
motive,  to  talk  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  would  be  a  delu- 
sion and  a  mockery. 

Mr.  WAYNE  also  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill;  and 

l^lr.  POLK  and  Mr.  YANCEY  warmly  opposed  it. 
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Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  then  said  he  desired  to 
state  the  reasons  wliich  would  influence  his  mind  in  tiie 
vote  he  was  about  to  give,  for  gentlemen  had  made  such 
broad  and  unqualified  asseitions,  that  his  motives  m'gttt 
be  misunderstood  if  he  gave  that  vote  silently.  The  gen» 
tleman  fi^m  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  S^kigbt,]  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pox.k,]  had  deprecated  the 
passage  of  the  bill  in  language  censorious  and  reproach- 
ful to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  House,  for  they  had  de- 
clared that,  under  the  pretence  of  printing  old  musty  . 
documents,  we  were  about  to  pension  the  printers  of  a 
public  newspaper  opposed  to  the  administration.  If,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  viewed  tins  matter  va  those  gentlemen  declare 
they  do,  I  should  most  certainly  unite  with  them  in  de«> 
feating  the  bill,  for  they  cannot  more  earnestly  deprecate 
such  a  motive  than  I  do.  A  pennon  to  printers  of  a  news- 
paper, and  for  what?  For  nothing.  We  are  charged 
with  an  intention  to  thrust  our  hands  into  the  treasunr, 
and  to  abstract  from  it  the  funds  of  Uie  nation,  to  gratify 
a  spirit  of  wastefulness.  Sir,  the  charge  is  one  of  grave 
import;  and  let  us  look  at  the  fncts,  and  see  whether  we 
are  about  to  abuse  the  confidence  of  our  constituents  in 
tills  reckless  manner.  Gentlemen  speak  of  the  proposi- 
tion as  if  it  were  new,  but  it  has  been  brought  before  the 
two  Houses  repeatedly  within  the  last  four  years,  not  by 
speciid  legislation,  but  by  our  regular  standing  committees, 
who  have  examined  into  the  matter,  and  have  laid  the 
facts  before  us,  by  which  they  were  brought  to  tiie  con- 
clusion that  the  public  good  called  for  the  measure.  They 
tell  us,  that  by  nre,  and  from  other  causes,  the  documents 
of  several  years  are  so  out  of  print,  that  the  Government  has 
not  a  copy  for  its  use;  that  of  some  years  we  have  a  angle 
copy,  of  others  a  few.  They,  therefore,  come  to  tiie  con- 
clusion that  a  reprint  is  necessary.  The  proposition  is 
to  publish  only  such  as  are  of  public  importance,  and  may 
be  useful  to  the  several  branches  of  the  Government,  in 
performing  its  arduous  and  complex  duties.  Who  does 
not  know,  sir,  that  those  documents  contain  matter  most 
deeply  interesting  not  only  to  the  Government,  but  to  this 
f^reat,  free  people?  for  they  contain  the  thoughts,  reason- 
ing, and  principles  of  the  men  who  have  been  called  to 
administer  aflTairs  through  a  lon^  series  of  years.  They 
contain  much  of  our  civil  and  political  history,  which  ought 
and  will  be  preserved,  if  we  place  a  proper  value  upon 
the  experience  of  the  past.  Tnis  Government,  sir,  has  its 
foundations  in  the  public  will;  and  if  we  wish  it  to  strike 
deep  into  public  affection,  and  to  be  cherished  and  up- 
held, the  public  must  understand  not  only  its  operations 
of  toKlay,  but  its  history.  Its  records  must  not  be  confin- 
ed to  the  files  of  this  hall,  where  none  but  members  can 
hav«  access  to  them,  and  not  even  they,  for  useful  pur^ 
poses;  but  they  must  be  published  to  the  world,  that  the 
wisdom  and  the  e^sperience  of  the  past  may  enlighten  and 
guide  us  in  the  future.  We  have  nothing  to  conceal  from 
the  public,  and  should  not  grudge  a  little  of  the  public 
money,  when  it  goes  to  aid  the  cause  of  liberty,  by  diffus- 
ing abroad  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  upon  wnich  our 
Government  rests,  and  by  establisliing  it  more  firmly  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  But  it  is  said  by  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Wicklippb,]  that  we  have  no  need 
of  those  documents,  for  he  never  seeks  for  one  which  he 
cannot  find.  Sir,  this  may  be  true,  though  many  others 
have  not  been  so  successful  in  their  researches.  Is  it 
enou^,  sir,  that  we  have  files  of  the  papers  which  are 
sent  into,  or  originate  in  this  body.  If  tiie  rentleman 
nteans  so  to  be  understood,  I  call  on  him  to  explain  to  me 
the  reason  why  we  are  annuallv  paying  such  large  sums 
of  money^or  printing  to  tfte-pubhc  printer.  Why  do  we 
have  apublic  printer?  If  the  tnm  fiict  that  wcf  have  a 
copy  of  a  document  on  file,  which  may  be  consulte<^ 
is  a  good  reason  for  not  multiplying  copies,  the  argu- 
ment would  prove  that  we  ncea  no  public  printer,  and 
the  pay  to  him  ts  a  waste  of  public  tx-casure;  and  yet  the 
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reasoning'  of  the  gentleman  has  fiuled  to  convince  himself 
ofthu. 

The  pi^ntlemen  assert  that  these  documents,  though 
once  printed  for  use  and  presenration,  arc  not  wanted] 
and  yet  one  of  them  has  called  for  the  second  rea^g  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  you,  sir,  by  Mr.  Green,  the  public 
printer,  and  presented  to  the  House  yesterday  morning. 
The  reading  of  this  paper  could  not  have  been  demanded 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  has  been  put  forth  as  the 
main  allention,  that  the  documents  are  not  useful  or  not 
demanded  by  the  public,  for  this  individual  states  his  be- 
lief that  an  edition  might  be  disposed  of  to  States,  public 
institutions,  &c.  so  as  to  pay  the  publisher  without  asking 
aid  from  Congress.     The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Wickliffb]  aavs  he  believes  he  understands  this,  and  has  no 
doubt,  when  the  work  is  published.  Congress  will  be  soli- 
cited to  take  some  copies  of  it    I  entertain  the  same  opi- 
nion, for  we  cannot  get  on  well  without  them.    I  there- 
fore would  not  delay,  to  see  whether  this  proportion  Is 
executed,  and  run  the  hazard  of  having  it  executed  to  our 
satis&ction,  but  wo\dd  proceed  at  once  to  the  business, 
and  liave  the  publication  made  under  the  care  and  super- 
vision of  our  own  officers,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and 
Clerk  of  Uie  House,  as  the  bill  provides;  and  if  there  be 
more  copies  than  we  liave  occasion  for,  we  may  easily  dis- 
pose of  tliem  if  the  public  printer  b  right  in  his  opinion 
about  the  demand  for  the  work.    I  think,  JBir,  on  a  full 
view  of  the  &cts,  that  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained of  the  propriety  of  publishinr  these  papers  anew, 
for  the  convenience  of  Congress  ana  the  puolic  good  de- 
mand it.     An  objection,  however,  has  been  made  to  the 
manner  of  doing  it.     Gentlemen  ask  why  certain  printers 
are  deagnated  m  the  bill;  and  there,  probably,  lies  the 
great  oMtacle  with  some  to  the  measure.    We  have  been 
asked,  in  the  apparent  spirit  of  triumph,  in  the  course  of 
the  debate,  why  are  not  proposals  made  for  the  lowest 
bidder,  that  we  may  have  uie  benefit  of  competition?  Sir, 
the  biU  authorizes  the  Clerk  to  subscribe  for  a  certain 
number  of  copies,  the  price  of  which  is  not  to  exceed 
what  we  pay  tor  the  public  printing.    Now,  I  would  ask 
in  turn,  ii  this  mode  of  setting  contracts  up  at  auction  be 
wise,  why  do  we  elect  by  ballot  a  public  printer  ?    Whv  is 
not  that  work  set  up  for  the  lowest  bidder,  instead  of  Ve- 
ing  regulated  by  law  >    If  I  am  not  misinformed,  men  can 
be  found,  na^,  men  have  actually  made  proposals,  who 
will  take  it  for  less  than  the  law  allows;  but  the  experi^ 
ence  of  Congress  has  produced  the  conviction,  that  woric 
done  by  speculators  is  less  likely  to  be  done  faithfully  and 
with  despatch,  than  when  it  b  put  out  at  a  reasonable  and 
just  compensation.    The  rule  which  applies  to  the  public 
printing  applies  to  thb  business.  It  should  be  made  under 
the  immediate  supervision  of  our  own  officers;  and  I  can  see 
no  reason  why  the  price  should  be  complained  of,  when 
its  maximum  can  never  reach  above  vhat  we  pay  the  pub- 
lic printer.     I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  neglect  a  duty 
which  Congress  is  called  upon,  in  the  most  imperative 
manner,  to  perform,  any  longer.  The  publication  is  iden- 
tified with  tlie  history,  progress,  and  principles  of  this 
Government,  and  all  who  fed  an  interest  in  its  preserva^ 
tion  and  success  must  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  sav- 
ing the  lights  of  experience,  not  only  to  guide  us,  but  idl 
who  may  come  after  us. '  I  would  not  so  soon  forget  the 
works  of  the  fathers  of  the  countiy,  nor  suffer  them  to  be 
buried  with  their  auth(»v. 

'  The  previous  Question  was  then  moved  by  Hr.  PETTIS, 
and  wassvistained  by  the  House. 

The  previous  question,  that  is^  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?  wa%  on  the  call  of  Ur.  SPEIGHT,  taken  by 
yeas  ana  nays,  and  carried — 107  to  77. 

The  mun  questioa^  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  then 
put  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried  as  follows: 

YEAS. — ^Messrs.  Archer,  Arnold,  Bailey,  Barber,  Bar- 
bour, Barringer,  Bartley,  Bates,  Baylor^  Beekman,  Bu- 


chanan, Burges»  Butman,  Cahoon,  Clulton,  Clark,  Cos- 
diet.  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Crug,  Crane,  Croclcett, 
Creigfaton,  Crowninshield,  John  Davis,  Denny,  Dickinson, 
Dodaridre,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Duncan,  Dwight,  Eager, 
Elbworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Finch,  Forward,  Gilmore,  Grennell,  Gu^ 
ley,  Hawkins,  HemphUl,  Hodges,  Hughes,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Ingersoll,  Johns,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kincaid, 
Leiper«  Letcher,  Hartindale,  Mercer,  Mitchell,  MuMen* 
berg,  Pearce,  Pierson,  Ramsey,  Randolph,  Ree^  Richard* 
son.  Rose,  William  B.  Shepard,  Semmes,  Sill,  Ambrose 
Spencer,  {Stanbery,  Sterigere,  Henry  R.  Storrs,  William 
L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherhmd^  Swann,  Swift,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Test,  Tracy,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vin- 
ton, Washington,  Wayne,  Whittlesey,  C-  P.  White,  E, 
D.  Wlute,  Wilde,  WiUiams,  Wilson,  Wingate,  Young.- 
98. 

NAYS.-^Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  Alston,  Anderson, 
Angel,  Armstrong,  Barnwell,  James  Blair,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borst,  Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleng, 
Carson,  Chandler,  Chubome,  Clay,  Coke,  Coleman,  Con- 
ner, Crawford,  Crocheron,  Darnel,  Davenport,  Wwren 
R.  Davis,  Desha,  De  Witt,  Draper,  Earll,  Findlay,  Ford, 
Foster,  Fry,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halsey,  Hammoni, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  JEIinds,  Holland,  Hoffman,  Howard,  Hub- 
bard, Ihrie,  W.  W.  Irvin,  Isacks,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson, 
Kennon,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  Leavitt, 
Lecompte,  Lent,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  Tho- 
mas Maxwell,  McCreeiy,  McCoy,  McUuffie,  Mclntirc, 
Miller,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  Patton,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter, 
Rencher,  Roane,  Ruasel,  Sanford,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Speight,  Richard  Spencer,  Standefer,  Stephens, 
Wiley  Thompson,  John  Thomson,  Trezvant,  TUcker, 
Weeks,  WicklifTe,  Tanoey.— 93. 

Mr.  McDUFFlE  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enabk 
him  to  make  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  the  resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  reUtire 
to  tiie  election  of  Preadent,  it  was  understood,  and  brio; 
it  into  the  House,  but  there  were  not  quite  two-thirds  in 
the  affirmative,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Adjourned. 

MOVDAT,  FxBBVAaT  1^8. 

DEATH  OF  SENATOR  NOBLE. 

A  mesnge  was  received  from  the  Senate  by  their  S^ 
cretary,  notifying  this  House  that  the  honorable  iixu 
NoBU,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  lo- 
diana,  died  at  his  lodgings  in  tiiis  city  on  the  27tfa  instant, 
and  (hat  his  funeral  will  take  place  this  day  at  half  pait 
eleven  o'clock  A.  M.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  TEST  moved  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

JReaokfedt  That  the  members  <tf  this  House  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  honorable  Jaxes  Noble,  late  a  member 
of  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  this  day,  at  the 
hour  appointed;  and  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  me- 
mory of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourning,  and 
wear  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VANCE,  it  was  then 

Ordered,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeiv 
of  the  bite  Senator  Nobus^  the  House  will  take  a  rcces 
until  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock. 

THBEB  o'clock  P.  X. 

The  House  resumed  its  session  according  to  adjourn* 
ment. 

INDIAN  QUESTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  oiemoHal 
from  Massachusetts,  presented  on  the  7tii  instaot  by  Mr. 
E.  EvEBiTT,  «nd  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Eti«itt  on 
the  14th  instant,  that  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  ••  with  iostructionsto  report 
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a  bill  making^  further  proTiuon  for  ezecoting^  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribesf  and,  also,  for  tiie  ikithful  obsemnce  of  the 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the  said  tribes." 

Mr.  BELL  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  but  he  being  ab- 
sent, in  consequence  of  indispontion, 

Iklr.  SUTHERLAND  said  that  he  had  prepared  him- 
self for  the  discussion  of  tMs  subject,  and  belieTed  that 
he  had  it  in  bis  power  to  submit  some  Ttews  of  it,  not  of- 
fered by  any  other  g^entleman;  but  inasmuch  as  no  legis- 
lative  action  could  grow  out  of  a  decision  of  the  pending 
question  at  this  Ute  period  of  the  session,  and  as  the  fbr- 
ther  discussion  of  it  would  consume  time  necessaiy  for  the 
transaction  of  other  important  business,  he  would  forego 
his  own  de«re  to  deliver  his  riews  on  it,  and  more  that 
the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POTTER  mored  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  was  refused,  by  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  large  majority. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sutk- 
XMLASD,  and  carried  by  a  laige  majority,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  engrossed  bill  allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  into  Pittsburg,'Wheeling,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  St.  Louis,  Nashville,  and  Natchez,  to  be  secur- 
ed and  paid  at  those  places,  was  rewl  the  third  timCf  and 
passed. 

[When  this  bill  was  under  consideration  on  Saturday, 
a  long  discussion  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  CAMBRE- 
LENG,  CARSON,  HUNTINGTON,  WICKLIFFE,  IN- 
GERSOLL,  RICHARDSON,  HOWARD,  and  WILDE, 
participated.  A  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
lost— the  previous  question  was  demanded  and  sustained— 
and  the  btU  ocderel  to  be  engrossed,  and  to  be  wtA  a 
third  time.] 

THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  «  An  act  declaring  tlie  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,"  here- 
in.afler  recited,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment, 
affecting  the  tolls  and  exemptions  firom  tolls  on  the  Cum- 
berland road;  which  being  read,  a  considerable  debate 
arose;  and,  after  the  debate  nad  continued  some  time, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row.    Tliis  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  the  House  do  a^^ree  'to 
the  amendment  reported  to  the  said  bill,  and  decided  in 
tJie  negative— 63  to  80. 

AnoUier  amendment  was  then  proposed  to  said  bill  by 
Mr.  ANGEL;  when 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  STANBE- 
RY,  and  being  carried. 

The  main  question  was  put,  viz.  Shall  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties;  and  the  amend- 
ments reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  25th  ultimo  were  read,  and  coocufred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  renewed  the  motion  made  by  him  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  insert  an  appropriation  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars  for  carrying  into  effect  the  Choc- 
taw treaty  lately  ratified  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STANBERY  objected  U>  this,  because  the  appro- 
priation of  last  year  of  five  hundred  thousand  doUars  would 
cover  this  object;  and  a  long  debate  arose  on  the  subject, 
in  which  Messrs.  LUMPKIN,  STRONG,  WILDE,  POLK, 
McDUFFIE,  WAYNE,  WICKLIFFE,  CAMBRELENG, 
JLEWIS,  YANCEY,  and  TAYLOR,  joined.  The  amend- 
ment was  modified,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR,  and  was 


agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  moved  that  the  House  take  up  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  Engineer  and  Ordnance 
Departments,  kc;  but  Mr.  McDUFFIE  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, as  there  were  items  in  the  bill  which  he  could  not 
agree  to,  and  the  otiiers  were  immaterial;  and  the  motion 
was  negatived. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  biH 
making  appropriations  for  building  lighthouses,  lightboats, 
beacons,  and  monuments,  and  placing  buoys;  and  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  from  the  [Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  25th  ultimo^  were  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  YANCEY  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  bill,  but  it 
was  objected  to,  and  refused. 

Mr.  DRAPER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  but  they  were  refused;  and, 

Af^r  Mr.  YANCEY  had  made  some  remarks  against 
the  bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engroned,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  Department  for  the 
year  1831;  and  the  amendments  reported  thereto  firom 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  17th  instant, 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BATES,  of  Mass.,  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  as 
an  additional  section,  viz. 

«  JInd  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the  annuities  to  the  In- 
dian nations  or  tribes  shall  be  paid  hereafter  in  the  way 
and  manner  the^  have  usually  oeen  paid  since  the  grant 
thereof,  or  until  the  sud  nations  or  tribes,  respectively, 
shall,  in  general  council,  otherwise  direct." 

Mr.  BATES  said  he  offered  this  amendment  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and,  upon  the  assurance 
that  an  opportunity  should  be  aSbrded  in  the  House,  he 
forbore  men  to  state  the  grounds  of  it.  At  this  late  hour 
of  the  day,  and  late  day  <^the  session,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  wiU 
confine  inyself  strictly  to  the  point,  because  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  afford  the  slightest  apology  or  occasion  for  a  de- 
mand of  the  previous  question,  as  I  wish  to  obtain  the 
judgment  of  tne  House  distincUy  upon  the  proposition  in- 
volved in  the  amendment  proposed. 

Since  the  foundation  of^the  Government,  said  Mr.  B., 
the  practice  has  been  one  and  undeviating — ^that  of  pay* 
ing  these  Indian  annuities  to  the  nations,  and  not  to  the 
individuals  composing  the  nations.  This  Government  hat 
never  intermeddled  with  the  disbursement  or  distribution 
of  them.  Sometimes  they  have  been  applied  by  the  na- 
tives, partiy  for  the  support  of  their  Government,  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  schools,  the  purchase  of  agricultural 
implements,  or  for  any  other  purpose  which  was  most 
pleasing  to  themselves.  The  annuity  to  the  Cberokect 
has  latterly  been  paid  into  the  public  treasury  of  that  na- 
tion; the  annuity  to  the  Creeks  has  beenpaia  tothehead? 
men  of  the  different  towns;  and  the  annuities  to  the  other 
nations  have  been  paid  in  the  way  and  manner  they  thought 
proper  to  direct. 

In  June  last  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Executive,  re- 
vernng  this  ancient  and  uniform  practice.  I  will  send  tiie 
order  to  the  Clerk,  and  thank  him  to  read  it  It  is  as  foU 
lows: 

DBPARTICBNT  OP  WAR, 

\90i  Joae,  1830. 

Sin  TIm  Pmktant  divMtt  that  tiM  pnetiee  of  PSTlog  umaitiet  ta 
the  uvaturcr  of  Uie  Clwn*k««  naiion  •iwU  frum  aeiiocfoitli  b«  dia- 
eontintii'd;  and  that,  with  a  view  fo  treuiv  fo  Ute  man  of  di«  iiatioA 
ih«ir  proper  proportion  of  ni«h  aanalty,  the  Mine  thall  be  hcrcaCier 
paid  in  every  eaie  to  the  indiTidaaa  reapectiTel^  entitled;  that  if  to 
■ay,  to  the  chkA  and  warrion.aad  common  Indiana,  and  iheir  Ikmi* 
iKB,  io  the  ratio  in  which  theae  aev*ral  claMtra  are  entitled;  where 
ther«  am  Indiani  vithovt  fciailica^  the  payiacaii  are  to  be  nade  lo 
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them  prnonailjr,  and  not  to  their  ch'efe.    Thia  mode  of  dlMribiition 
ii  not,  luulvr  any  eire«in«t*ncc«,  to  be  drparu-d  firum. 

I  anutcc 

P.  G.  RANDOLFR, 

Act.  Strcnrtary  of  War. 

To  Col.  HUGH  MONTGOMERY, 

Clierokce  Agvnt,  Calhoun,  TenneiMe. 


Thii  order  wm  not  confined  to  the  Cherokees*  bot,  in 
terms,  wu  issued  to  the  other  nations.  In  January  last, 
the  Cherokee  delegation  were  informed  by  the  War  De- 

Sartment,  <*  that  the  order  referred  to  is  not  applicable  to 
le  annuities  of  their  nation  ezolusively»  but  to  those  of 
«I1  other  tribei  entitled  to  them.*' 

To  say  nothinf^  of  the  difficulty  ariaing  from  the  ambi- 
guous phraseology  of  this  order,  the  House  perceives  at 
once  that  it  takes  IVom  the  Indian  nations  the  right,  and 
assumes  the  burden,  of  distributing  the  Indian  annuities. 
It  makes  them— chiefs,  warriors,  rad  all— the  mere  pas- 
sive recipients  of  your  bounty,  in  such  proportion  as  the 
ilxecutive  may  see  fit  to  dole  out  to  them. 

But,  in  the 'first  place,  I  would  respectfully  inquire, 
how  is  this  order  to  be  executed?  Among  whom  sre  the 
annuities  to  be  distributed?  Are  females  to  be  included? 
Or  if  only  males,  males  of  what  age?  What  is  to  be  the 
ratio  of  aistribution?  The  order  sa3rs,  "to  chiefs,'  war- 
riors, Indiahs  with  families,  and  Indians  without  fandlies." 
Is  the  chief  to  have  more  than  the  warrior?  tlie  warrior 
than  the  Indian?  or  the  Indian  with  a  family  more  than  the 
Indian  without  a  family?  In  fixing  the  ratio  of  distribution, 
IS  rank  or  property  to  be  taken  intotlie  account?  What* 
ever  course  is  pursued,  by  reason  that  some  must  die  and 
some  will  be  bom,  the  House  perceives  that  at  least  an 
annual  census  will  be  indispensable:  for  if  these  annuities 
are  due  to  the  people  individually,  and  not  to  Uie  nation, 
exact  justice  must  be  done  to  each.  Well,  sir,  this  some- 
what difficult  preliminary  business  being  settled,  let  me 
suppose  the  day  of  payment  to  have  arrived.  The  amount 
of  uie  annuities  exceeds  by  a  fraction  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  annuity  to  tlie  Chero- 
kees  is  between  six  and  seven  thousand.  If  the  distribu- 
tion be  made  according  to  numbers,  without  reference  to 
rank,  property,  or  Qondition,  each  Cherokee  will  receive 
about  for^  cents  as  his  share, 

The  annuities  must,  therefore,  be  paid  in  silver  or  cop- 
per ccnn,  the  transportation  of  whicn  will  be  a  heavy  ex- 
pense. The  territory  of  the  Cherokees  does  not  vary 
much  from  two  hundred  by  eighty  miles  in  e)(tent,.  and  the 
•jgr^ncy  is  established  in  the  northwest  comer  of  it.  Now, 
sir,  let  me  suppose  tliat  tho  agent.  Colonel  Montgomery, 
has  received  his  money,  and,  with  his  wagon  or  mules 
laden«  is  on  his  way,  making  his  annual  visitation  to  each 
member  of  the  tribe.  Pernaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say 
that  he  will  need  a  guard,  by  night  at  least,  if  not  to  pro- 
tect himself,  to  protect  his  treasure.  But  1  sliall  be  told 
that  this  is  not  tlie  plan;  that  the  agent  is  not  to  go  to  the 
people,  but  th|it  the  people  are  to  come  to  him.  Well, 
«ir,  be  it  so.  At  the  time  appointed,  the  Cherokees  come 
to  tlie  aeent,  at  his  agency  douse,  some  of  them  a  distance 
of  two  hundred  miles — upon  an  average,  near  one  hun- 
dred. Now,  the  first  thought  that  occurs  to  Uie  mind  is, 
that  a  single  share — forty  cents — will  not  pay  the  expense 
of  the  journey,  much  less  the  loss  of  time  in  making  it. 
The  next  is,  that,  for  such  »  numerous,  and,  I  may  add, 
troublesome  find  dangerous  asaemblfige  of  men,  extensive 
provision  must  be  made,  which  will  add  another  item  to 
tlie  present  enonnous  amount  of  our  Indian  appropriations. 
Put  to  proceed,  Few  of  the  Indians  except  tnose  who 
have  had  intercourse  with  the  whites,  have  niore  than  one 
name*  and  that  has  reference  frequently  to  soine  living  or 
material  object.  There  are,  for  instance,  many  whose 
name,  in  English,  means  racoon,  or  fox,  or  bird,  ifow,  mr, 
1  will  suppose  that  all  of  the  same  cognomen  come  at  tlie 
iCame  time  to  receive  tlicir  portions  of  tiiie  annuity:  there 
are  tliree  or  four  hundred  racoons.    The  agent  pa^  s  the 


senior.  What  sort  of  a  voucher  is  he  to  take?  The  In- 
dian cannot  writes  he  can  make  the  racoon  mark — ^that  ii 
all.  The  others  come  on  in  succession;  and,  before  tbc 
payment  b  half  dosed,  those  whose  business  has  bcei 
despatched,  disguised  by  new  paint  and  new  ornaments 
return.  Then  another  class,  still,  who  have  become  enti- 
tled nnce  the  last  census,  and  for  whom  there  is  no  ino- 
ney.  And  then  come  the  children  of  those  who  hare  died 
since  the  last  census,  claiming  thdr  fathers'  share,  and 
each  child  his  share  of  that  share.  After  the  racoons, 
then  come  the  foxes,  and  the  birds,  and  all  the  other  M^ 
things,  or  material  objects.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  Se- 
cretary himself,  before  half  n.wridtan,  would  throw  dovo 
his  money  bags,  and  be  off  for  Tennessee.    What  is  to 

Jirotectthe  agent  from  endless  imposition?  or  tlie  Indiani 
rom  endless  frauds?  How  can  the  agent  make  the  psr- 
ments?  or,  if  he  can,  how  produce  the  requisite  vouchen? 
It  is  a  plan  expensive  and  troublesome  to  us;  vexatioos 
and  ruinous  to  the  Indians.  This  order  makes  the  tnnuitr 
a  debt  due  to  individuals:  you  roust,  in  justice,  therefoit, 
see  it-paid  to  them.  Hence  we  shaU  have  a  new  class  of  pri- 
vate c&ms  upon  this  Government,  outntunberingail  othcn 
But,  sir,  I  deny  the  right  of  the  Executive  to  make  thii 
order.     These  annuities  are  debts  due  to  the  Indians- 


not  gratuities.  They  are  debts  for  which  vou  have  the 
value  received.  You  owe  them.  Your  relation  to  them 
is  that  of  dehtor,  not  master.  They  are  not  only  debi% 
but  they  are  debts  due  to  nations.  They  are  recopixd 
as  such  by  every  treaty— not  as  debts  due  to  indiridu»l«i 
but,  in  terms,  to  nations.  They  are  debts  due  nationi 
who  have  a  Government  of  their  own,  and  want  not  our 
•interposition  in  their  afiairs.  The  Cherokees^  the  Creeks, 
and  Chickasaws  are  well  known.  The  Secretary  of  War 
tells  us  that,  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  *<  there  are  three 
diviaons,  each  of  which  is  governed  by  a  chief,  vlio, 
within  his  limits,  acts  independently  of  the  others.  In  his 
Government  he  b  aided  by  minor  and  subordinate  chiefs 
called  captains,  each  of  whom  acts,  within  his  p&rticiibr 
sphere,  (Ustinct.  The  people  are  subordinate  to  the  cap- 
tains, tlic  captains  to  the  chiefs."  And  all  the  other  na- 
tions have  a  Government  of  some  sort — such  as  they 
choose— one  that  satisfies  them--and  this  should  satisfy  lu* 
Now,  sir,  I  demand,  by  whatriglitdo  we  undertake  to  say 
that  tliese  annuities  sliall  be  paid  to  individuals?  Might 
we  not  as  well  have  said  that  the  purchase  money  of  Lou- 
isiana should  be  paid  to  the  citizens  of  France?  Or  m^ 
we  not  as  well  now  say  that  the  debts  due  the  States  of 
this  Union  shall  be  paid,  not  to  the  order  of  the  Goreni- 
ment,  not  into  the  State  tro(|^ry,  but  directly  to  the  peo- 
ple ?  And  let  but  the  Executive  send  9gents  and  subagcnU 
enou^  into  the  States,  and  they  will  find  among  the  igno- 
rant, the  disaffected,  the  servile,  and  the  sycophantic, 
those  who  will  approve  the  measure,  and,  if  need  be,  im- 
plore it.  Sir,  you  have  no  right,  but  the  right  of  the 
strongest,  the  nght  of  him  who  puts  hand  upon  the  hilt  of 
his  sword  for  his  proof.  You  have  the  power— the  "p- 
ant's  power"— that  is  all.  Will  the  House  hear  the  opinon 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  upon  this  subject?  In  18G8,  bespoke 
to  the  chiefs  of  the  Upper  Cherokee  towns  as  follovs: 

•*  You  compbun  that  you  do  not  receive  your  just  pro- 
portion  of  the  annuities  we  pay  your  nation— that  tire 
chiefs  of  the  lower  towns  take  for  theni  more  than  tlieir 
share.  My  children,  this  distribution  is  made  by  tlie  au- 
thority  of  the  Cherokee  niition,  ftnd  according  to  thetr 
own  rules,  over  which  we  have  no  control.  We  docjjir 
dutpr  in  delivering  the  annuities  to  the  headmen  of  tJte 
nation,  and  we  pretend  to  no  authority  over  thein,  to  no 
right  of  directing  how  they  are  to  be  distributed.'*    ^ 

These  are  the  correct  principles  upon  this  stibject,  oi 
which  one  would  think  the  practice  of  this  Govcinrocnt 
for  forty  years,  independent  of  the  terms  in  your  boi'U* 
would  be  satisfactory  proof  as  of  the  wlsdcm  of  which  it 
has  been  a  continued  iUuatr^tion. 
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I  might  stop  here,  but  I  ahould  do  injastice  to  the  clums 
of  the  Indian  nations  if  I  were  to  omit  to  itste  briefly  the 
effect -of  this  order  ufion  them.  I  will  not  fpeak  of  its 
object.  It  is  known  to  this  House»  to  the  country*  and  to 
the  world«  that  the  Cherokeet  are  engased  in  a  most  une- 
qual conflict  for  their  existence  -as  a  nation.  They  claim 
of  the  Onited  States  the  execution  of  the  In^an  treaties 
which  guaranty  to  them  protection,  and  the  ei^ecution  of 
the  intercourse  law  of  1802,  in  wliich  the  provisions  of 
those  treaties  are  embodied.  Georgia  has  decided  that 
these  treaties,  as  also  the  law,  are  unconstitutional  and 
Toid.  The  Executive  has  confirmed  that  decison,  and 
refuses  to  execute  them.  Thus  the  Cberokves  are  aban- 
doned to  their  &te.  In  order  to  try  this  important,  and 
to  them  and  to  us  interesting  and  momentoua  cfuestion, 
the  Cherokees,  in  a  case  in  the  courts^  Geoivia,  m  which 
one  of  the  tribes  was  i)ut  on  trial  for  his  life,  for  an  offence 
committed  within  the  jurisdictioo  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
caiused  those  treaties  to  be  pleaded,  which,  if  constitu- 
tional, ousted  Georgia  of  her  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and 
turned  the  criminal  over  to  the  courts  of  his  own  nation, 
to  be  punished  according  to  the  laws  of  his  own  people. 
The  courts  of  Georgia  decided  that  the  treaties  were  un- 
ccMisdtiitiona],  and  condemned  the  prisoner  to  death.  To 
brings  the  question  under  the  revision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States — a  constitutional  question 
ansing  under  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore most  appropriately  to  be  examined  and  decided  there 
—a  writ  of  error  was  brought,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  existinr  law,  of  which  Georgia  had  notice,  and  which 
Georgia  defeated  by  executing  the  Cherokee.  This  exe- 
cution was  against  law,  if  there  be  any  force  in  the  Indian 
treaties,  or  in  the  intercourse  Uw  of  1803.  Thus  defeat- 
ed by  such  an  act,  the  Cherokees  have  applied  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  for  an  injunction  against  Georgia  to  stay  her 
hand.  Now,  permit  me  to  pause  here  for  a  moment,  and 
inquire,  had  the  Cherokees  declined  this  fonsm,  and  re- 
fused to  submit  this  question  to  its  decision,  would  not-the 
world  bave  said  it  was  because  they  had  no  confidence  in 
the  justice  of  their  cause  ?  And  yet  the  Cherokeea  might 
well  have  answered-— we  hold  your  treaties,  for  whieh  we 
have  paid  you — we  have  parted  with  our  land,  and  you 
bold  it  by  virtue  of  them.  Down  to  these  disastrous  times 
you  have  always  considered  them  as  valid,  and  acted  upon 
them  as  valid.  The  Supreme  Court  is  alien  to  usi  we  had 
no  agency  in  its  formation— can  have  no  influence  with  nor 
control  over  it:  its  interest  and  bias  will  be  in  Ikvor  of 
your  people,  and  against  us.  All  this  they  might  have 
said.  Yet,  in  the  strong  confidence  they  feel  in  the  truth 
and  justice  of  then*  cause,  and  in  the  integrity,  the  honor, 
and  independence  of  the  court,  they  seek  this  reference 
of  the  question,  and  Geor^a— declines  it!  Nay,  she  insists 
upon  the  excUistve  right,  m  vhlue  of  her  State  sovereign- 
ty, to  settle  this  question  finally  and  irreversibly  for  her- 
self; and  by  her  own  courts,  the  judges  of  which  are 
elected  periodically  by  her  own  citiiena— are  imbued,  1 
will  not  say  inflamed,  with  her  own  feelings— swayed  by 
her  own  interests,  having  a  common  share  in  the  wheel  of 
the  lottery  that  is  to  make  partition  and  distribution  of  the 
spoils  of  the  nation  at  their  bar,  and  against  which  the 
treaties  and  the  laws  they  annul  are  the  only  interposing 
barrier  and  defence. 

Against  this,  the  Cherokees,  in  their  weakness,  can  only 
protest,  and  they  do  protest,  and  chiim  either  the  execu- 
tion of  the  treaties,  or  a  decision  of  your  own  court  upon 
tlieir  constitutionality.  The  Executire  refuses  the  one, 
and  Georgia  opposes,  and  will,  if  posrible,  defeat  the 
other.  In  this  anomalous  condition  of  things,  it  became 
necessary  for  them  to  employ  counsel,  and  to  incur  many 
and  heavy  expenses;  and  when  their  delegation  left  for 
Washington,  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion gave  them  authority  to  draw  for  such  part  of  the 
annuity  due  from  the  United  SUtea»  as  the  exigency  of 


their  case  might  require.  I  have  the  order  before  me; 
there  is  no  question  as  to  the  power.  They  did  draw,  and 
payment  was  refused,  and  ^stiU  is  refused,  by  the  Execu- 
tive. At  the  same  time,  the  Creek  delegation  have  been 
paid  so  &r  as  they  needed  for  their  expenses,  and  so  far 
as  the  nation  owed  for  the  education  of  the  Creek  chil- 
dren "upon  Colonel  Johnson's  htm  in  Kentucky."  But 
even  the  Creeks,  as  I  am  well  informed,  were  refused, 
until  assurance  was  given  that  they  were  not  here  co-ope- 
rating with  the  Cherokeea.  The  House,  therefore,  per- 
ceives tiiat  this  order  cuts  oflT,  at  once,  the  resources  of 
the  Cherokees,  and  as  &r  as  this  Government  can  do  its 
and,  at  this  crisis  of  their  afiair%  takes  from  them  the 
means  of  defence,  and  denudes  them  for  sacrifice.  The 
further  effect  of  this  order  will  be  to  create  a  'severalty 
and  individuality  of  interest  throughout  all  the  Indian  ni^ 
tions,  that  will  weaken  the  mutual  dependence  and  destroy 
the  subsisting  harmony  among  chiefs,  warrior%  and  peo- 
ple; bringing  the  a^nts  and  suba^nts  of  the  United 
States  into  contact  with  every  individual  native,  and  af- 
fording them  an  opportunity,  if  they  shall  be  base  enough, 
to  use  it,  to  distract,  confound,  and  break  them  up  S>r- 
ever.  I  beg  the  House,  therefore,  to  consider  the  nature 
and  extent  of  our  obligations  to  these  tribes,  and  whether 
it  is  not  due  to  justice,  and  to  our  own  honor,  if  nothing 
be  due  to  them,  to  interfere  in  their  beludf,  at  least  so  fiur 
as  this  amendment  goes. 

I  have  thus  spoken  briefly  of  the  tendency  and  efTeot 
of  this  order.  Allow  me  to  inquire,  in  conclusion,  what 
necessity  or  occasion  there  is  for  it.  The  Secretary  has 
given  us  the  rules  by  which  his  jdepartment  is  governed. 
Some  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  not  satisfied  with  the  late 
treaty,  undertook  to  depose  one  of  their  chiefs,  and  to  elect 
another.  They  gave  notice  to  the  War  Department  of 
what  they  had  done.  The  Secretary  informed  them  that 
<'  this  Government  means  not  to  interfere  with  their  man- 
lier of  self-government — it  cannot  recognise  what  has 
been  done  by  a  few;  when  chosen  by  a  majority  of  tiie 
division,  and  that  fact  certified  by  their  General  Council, 
the  chief  will  be  recognised."  Very  properly  the  Secre- 
tary here  says,  that  the  complaints  and  acts  of  individuals 
cannot  be  regarded,  and  nothing  short  of  the  doings  of 
the  nation  in  "  General  Council,"  duly  *<  certified,"  will 
form  a.  proper  basis  for  the  action  or  interposition  of  Uiis 
Government. 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  I  have  quoted,  is 
to  the  same  effect.  Whatever  complaints,  therefore,  may 
have  come  from  individuals,  or  from  agents  or  subagents 
this  order  was  not  issued  in  consequence  of  them.  But, 
so  far  as  the  Cherokeea  are  concerned,  1  have  it  in  my 
power  to  say,  and  to  prove,  that  no  complaints  have  bctfn 
made.  In  July  last,  the  13th  day,  Colonel  Montgomery, 
the  agent,  understanding  "that  there  was  to  be  a  special 
meeting  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Cherokee  nation," 
enclosed  to  the  chiefs  a  copy  of  the  order  of  June,  wiih 
a  request  "that  the  necessary  arrangements  be  made  by 
the  nation  for  the  future  reception  of  the  annuities,  so 
that  each  Indian  might  get  his  share,  agreeably  to  that 
order."  On  the  17th  July,  "the  representatives  of  all 
the  people  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  convened  In  Gene- 
ral Council,"  answered:  "  Tiiat  the  United  States  stood 
bound  to  pay  the  money  to  the  '  nation,'  and  nut  to  the  indi- 
viduals ot  the  nation."  As  to  its  future  reception,  they 
say  "tiiat  the  nation  has  already  made  the  aiTungcnient 
for  that  in  its  constitution  and  laws;  and  to  them  the  agent 
is  referred."  That  arrangement  is,  that  the  annuities 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  nation. 
And  tiiey  enter  *'  their  solemn  protest  against  the  distri- 
bution ot  the  annuities,  in  the  way  contemplated  by  the  Go- 
vernment,  asa  violation  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  ti^ea- 
ties  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  tiieni,"  and 
decline  making  any  further  or  other  order.  Of  all  tliis 
the  agent  had  aotices  but  not  knowing  what  compkuuis 
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might  have  been  made,  the  delention  addressed  a  letter 
to  Colonel  Montgomery,  the  resident  a^nt  of  the  United 
Btates  in  the  Cherokee  nation;  to  which,  ander  date  of 
September  20,  1830,  he  replies:  *«I  will  state  that  no 
complaints  have  passed  through  me  to  the  Executive,  or 
any  other  person,  either  from  the  Indians,  or  any  otfier 
person,  on  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  annuities." 
I  hold  the  letter  in  my  hand.  Now,  nr,  what  reason  can 
be  assigned  to  justify  the  order  of  June  last,  or  a  peraist- 
ancc  in  that  order?  I  am  unable  to  perceive  any  reason 
for  it,  which  will  bear  the  scrutiny  of  this  House.  It  is 
a  wide  departure  from  the  ancient,  established,  and  beaten 
way  of  this  Government— a  way  safe  and  convenient  for 
us — ^a  way  fiimiliar  to  the  Indian  nations — without  their 
consent,  certainly,  the  onlv  right  wav.  I  will  only  add, 
in  recapitulation,  that  it  will  be  diflicmt,  if  not  impossible, 
to  execute  the  order.  That  this  Government  has  no  right 
to  issue  sucl)  an  order;  that  it  will  be  prejudicial  to  the 
Indian  nations,  and  particularly  the  Cherokeea— ntalign 
in  all  its  influences--and  that  it  is  uncalled  for  by  any  new 
exigency,  or  by  any  one  Indian  tribe,  and  is  unjustifiable 
upon  any  principle  consistent  with  our  obligation,  our 
convenience,  or  a  just  economy  in  the  management  of 
our  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  POTTER,  of  North  Carolina,  replied  at  connder- 
able  length  to  Mr.  B.,  and  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Evibstt, 
on  the  subject;  and  submitted  his  views  on  various  topics 
connected  with  tho  character  and  proceedings  of  the 
House,  &c. 

Mr.  BATES  again  rose;  but 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  obtained  the  floor,  and  sud,  that  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  he  had  prepared  himself  to  dis- 
cuss what  has  been  called  the  Indian  question.  He  was 
then  called  home  before  he  had  any  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting his  views  upon  this  subject.  He  had  again  pre- 
pared himself  to  discuss  tliis  question  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  was  now  ready  to  proceed  with  his  argument.  He 
believed  tliat  the  act  of  the  last  session  was  dictated  not 
only  by  the  purest  principles  of  policy  and  humanity,  but 
that  it  presented  the  only  means  of  preserving  and  perpetu- 
ating the  unfortunate  and  interesting  children  of  the  forest, 
who  hod  so  many  claims  upon  our  protection.  He  had 
the  vanity  to  think  he  could  present  some  new  views  upon 
this  subject.  But  the  hour  was  now  late,  and  there  were 
several  important  bills  upon  the  table,  which,  unless  they 
could  pass  the  House,  and  g^  to  the  Senate  this  night, 
would  be  lost  He  would  therefore  forbear;  and  for  the 
first  time,  as  he  believed,  since  he  had  been  a  member  of 
this  House,  he  would  more  the  previous  question. 

I'he  previous  question  was  sustained,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  LAMAR  now  moved  an  adjournment.     Negatived. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  connderation  of  the  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  a  custom-house  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  and  tlie  amendment  reported  thereto  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  tile  25th  ultimo  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to^y,  (and 
was  afterwards  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.) 

SURVEYS,  &c. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors^  and  providing  for 
surveys. 

The  amendment  inserted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  was  now  opposed  by  Mr. 
POLK  and  Mr.  HOWARD,  and  was  strenously  advocated 
by  Messrs.  SURGES  and  PEARCE,  and  was  finally  con- 
curred  in  without  a.division.  In  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion, Mr.  LAMAR  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but 
the  motion  was  negatived^ 

The  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  Back  creek, 
(the  estuary  leading  from  the  Chesapeake  bay  to  the 


Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  ^  was  objected  to  bj 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  South  CaroUna;  ana  he  demanded  the  yea 
and  nays  on  it,  but  they  were  refused,  and  the  approprit* 
tion  was  concurred  in. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  LECOMPTE  further 
to  amend  said  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  item, 
via.  «  For  reiooving  certain  obstructions  in  the  Kentucky 
river,  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Benson,  twelve  thousand  do^ 
lars;"  which  amendment  Mr.  L.  inade  some  rcmarb  to 
explain  and  support. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  HUNTING- 
TON, and  being  sustatned^-88  to  81, 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrosi' 
ed  for  a  third  reading,  and  carried— 87  to  7S, 

The  bill  having  been  engrossed,  was  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,^  and  passed ;  and  (about  half  after  10  o'clock) 

The  House  adjourned. 

TuxssAT,  Mabch  1. 

DtJTY  ON  6UGAR. 

The  resolution  to  reduce  the  duty  on  sugar  was  again 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Louisiana,  continued  his  re* 
marks  in  opposition  to  the  resolution  until  the  expiratioi 
of  the  hour;  when  his  argument  was  again  arrested. 

NATIONAL  ROAD  IN  OHIO. 

The  bill  Irom  the  Senste  pving  theaasentof  Congresito 
an  act  of  the  State  of  Ohio  tor  the  preservation  of  lonioch 
of  the  great  national  road  as  passes  through  that  State,  bj 
the  erection  of  toll  gstes,  and  the  application  of  toUtothe 
repairs  of  the  road,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  &e  Com- 
mittee on  Internal  Improvements,  with  instructions  to 
insert  the*  amendment  <mered  yesterday  by  thegentlensn 
(rom  Ohio,  [Mr.  YivToir.] 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  the  bill  in  its  present  shape 
was  exceedingly  objectionable,  and  be  could  not  consent 
to  its  passage,  without  entering  his  solemn  protest  agaicst 
it.     He  was  not  altQgfether  satufied  with  the  amendment 

Eroposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  but  it  would,  in 
is  opinion,  afford  some  protection  to  the  rights  of  bis 
constituents,  and  all  those  residing  in  the  States  vest  of 
Ohio,  who  must,  if  this  bill  passes,  pay  nearly  all  the  ex- 
pense of  keeping  the  road  in  repair,  as  Ohio  bad,  by 
the  provisions  of  this  bill»  which  she  had  submitted  for 
the  acceptance  of  Congress,  and  which  had  passed  the 
Senate,  and  was  now  on.  its  passage,  exempted  her  ovn 
citizens,  in  nearly  every  possible  case,  from  the  pajmeot 
of  toll,  and  consequenUv  taxing  the  citizens  of  other 
States,  not  only  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  but  to  psj  in 
officer  at  every  twenty  miles.  Mr.  D.  aaid  thut  this  measwe 
must  drive  his  constituents,  and  all  the  people  west  of  the 
Ohio,  from  the  rpad,  as  they  could  not  and  would  not  pay 
so  unjust  a  tax,  especially  as  the  road  was  made  by  cmr 
pact,  and  out  of  the  funds  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri, 
as  well  as  those  of  Ohio.  He  thought  tiie  Legislature  o( 
Ohio  was  mistaken  in  the  advantage  it  was  to  gain  by  ex- 
empting her  own  citizens  from  this  tax,  as  the  wneiwicj 
would  be  adopted  by  PennsyWania  and  Maryland,  ^a^J^ 
make  Ohio  pay  a  jwrtion  of  the  tax  at  last;  but  he  couW 
see  no  hope  for  his  constituents,  except  to  tax  ^^5^^^?^ 
of  Missouri  travelling  to  the  Atlantic  cities?  and  then,  w 
said,  tills  tax  would  make  it  imposable  for  his  con^tuenB 
to  drive  their  stock  on  tlus  road,  and  would  render  it  ^ 
littie  or  no  use  to  Uiera.  He  said  tiiat  tiie  liberal  and  ju» 
views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  1*'^:.  ^' 
ton]  met  his  entire  approbation,  and  he  firmly  b^"*'r 
with  hun,  that  the  bill,  should  it  pass,  U  calculated  tod^ 
stroy  the  road,  and  was,  in  his  opinion,  acoTcrt  blow  a:w 
at  the  whole  system  of  internal  improvements. 

Mr.  M£RC£R  supported  the  motion.    He  o^**J  °^ 
the  acknowledged  importance  and  value  of  this  gK* 
tional  work,  and  insisted  that  it  was  incredible  thatiw 
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House  could  ever  mean  to  let  it  ^  to  ruin.  But  the 
lav  enacted  bj  the  I^egislature  of  Ohio  contained  such  pro- 
yiaons  as  were  calculated  rattier  to  injure  than  to  preserre 
the  road.  AU  that  sort  of  uae  which  went  to  destroy  it, 
viz.  the  use  of  |wa|;ons  with  narrow  wheels,  was  to  be  en- 
courage by  pMsing^  toU  free,  while  a  heavy  tax  was  at 
the  same  time  laid  upon  large  wagons  with  broad  wheels; 
the  use  of  which  consolidated  the  road,  and  ought  to  have 
been  more  favored  than  travel  of  any  other  kind.  Ohio  had 
almost  exempted  her  own  citizens  from  any  toll  for  the 
use  of  the  rcMd,  and  had  left  it  to  be  paid  chiefly  by  the 
citizens  of  other  States.  Mr.  M.  referred  to  several  parti- 
culars in  support  of  the  representation  he  bad  made,  and 
contended  that  the  act  ought  to  be  remodified  before  it 
was  assented  to. 

Mr.  IRYlNj  of  Ohio,  was  warmly  opposed  to  the  re- 
commitment of  the  bill,  which  he  insisted  would  be  tan- 
tamount to  its  rejection,  and  before  next  session  the  road 
would  become  useless.  Gentlemen  seem  to  forget  that 
Ohio  had  paid  a  large  proportion  of  th6  money  which  had 
been  alreaidy  cxpeiidea  on  this  work;  but  how  much,  he 
would  ask,  haduUncns  contributed?  Less  he  believed  than 
Ohio  had  paid  towards  making  the  road  on  tiiis  side  the 
river.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  the  Government  should 
continue  contiibutin|[  to  the  repairs  of  Uie  road;  and  yet, 
unless  it  were  repaired  from  time  to  time,  it  must  go  to 
destruction.  The  only  system  that  gave  any^rcmiise  of 
saving  this  great  national  work,  was  the  exac^on  of  toU 
by  the  States  through  which  the  road  passed. 

Mr.  VANCE,  of  Ohio,  advocated  the  recommitment. 
He  considered  the  arrangements  of  the  law  as  it  now 
stood  to  be  palpably  unjust.  Thoae  persons  through 
whose  property  the  road  now  ran*  and  whose  estates  had 
therebv  been  increased  in  value  more  thaa£fty  percent., 
were  allowed  to  use  the  road  free  of  toll,  because  they  re- 
sided upon  it^  while  those  who  lived  in  more  distant  parts 
of  the  State,  and  whoae  fiirms  had,  therefore,  enjoyed 
much  lesa  of  the  benefit,  were  heavilv  taxed,  together 
with  citizens  of  other  States  who  passed  over  the  road. 

Mr.  WICKXIPFE  oppoaed  the  recommitment.  The 
argument  of  the  gentleman  last  up  would  certainly  be  a 
very  powerful  one  if  addressed  to  the  legislature  of  his 
own  State;  but  it  must  be  well  known  to  that  gentleman 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  House  de- 
nied the  power  of  Congress  to  interfere  on  the  subject  of 
tolls  in  any  form.  For  himself,  he  was  one  who  admitted 
the  power  of  Con^^ress  to  construct  a  road  through  a  State, 
but  he  denied  their  right  to  erect  toU  gates  upon  it.  It 
was  utterly  vain  to  hope  for  any  bill,  in  that  House,  which 
should  regulate  the  tolls  to  be  paid  in  Ohio;  and  he,  there- 
fore, was  desirous  that  the  several  States  through  which 
the  national  road  passes,  mig^t  take  charge  of  their*  re* 
spective  portions  otit.  It  was  not  probable  tSat  Ohio  would 
persevere  in  any  system  of  taxation  that  was  palpably  un- 
just; and  if  her  law  sliould  prove  unequal  in  its  operation, 
no  doubt  her  own  sense  of  justice  would  induce  her  to 
modify  it.  Believing  that  to  recommit  the  bill  would  be 
to  destroy  it,  and  that  then  the  House  would  again  be 
called  upon  for  further  contributions,  he  considered  it 
his  duty  to  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  appeared  that  there  was 
no  quorum  voting;  whereupon,  Mr.  MERCER  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  On  this  motion,  Mr.  ALEX- 
ANDER demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  being  taken, 
stood — yeas  63,  nays  115. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  lost. 
Tbe  call  for  the  previous  question  was  now  sustained; 
and  the  main  question  being  put  on  ordering  the  bdl  to 
its  third  reading,  it  was  carried— yeas  89,,  nays  60. 

BALTIMORE  &  WASHINGTON  RAILROAD  BILL, 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizhigthe  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  Company  to  extend  a  lateral  raihxNid  from 


Baltimore  to  Washington,  together  with  certun  amend- 
ments thereto,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE,  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  moved  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEMMBS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  for  the  District. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  BROWN  and 
HOWARD. 

Mr.  DODDRIDGE  stated  that  he  had  examined  all  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and,  considering  them  reason- 
able, and  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
the  District,  thought  they  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  TAUAFERRO  professed  unlimited  confidence  in 
his  colleague,  and  great  reliance  on  his  judgment;  but  that, 
as  this  was  the  first  moment  in  which  tiie  amendment 
had  come  to  hisknowledge,  he  thought  further  time  should 
be  taken  to  connder  them,  and  he  therefore  supported 
the  recommitment. 

Mr.  HOWARD  opposed  the  motion  to  recommit  with 
g^reat  earnestness.  He  was  confident  that  the  amendments 
need  only  to  be  read,  to  have  their  pro))riety  at  once  per- 
ceived. They  had  been  printed;  and  if  the  gentiemen 
had  not  read  them,  it  was  their  own  fault.  One  of  the 
amendments  went  to  reserve  the  right  of  Congress  to  pass 
laws  hereafter  for  the  opening  of  branch  roads,  and  to  regu- 
late the  speed  of  ears.  The  ^er,  which  had  been  inserted 
at  the  instance  of  the  representation  of  the  District,  went 
to  limit  the  termination  of  the  road  within  the  District,  to 
some  point  between  the  capitol  and  Seventh  street^^instead 
of  carrying  it  to  the  Prenoent's  house  or  Rock  creek.  If 
any  objection  wern  made  to  this,  it  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  corporation  of  Washington.  But  both  the  boards 
constituting  that  body  hadpray^  for  this  restriction;  and, 
if  they  consented  to  it,  who  could  justiy  oppose  it?  Mr. 
H.  expressed  a  fear  that  if  the  bill  should  be  now  recom- 
mitted, it  would  never  regain  its  place  on  the  calendar. 
He  explained  what  had  been  done  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland  on  this  subject.  They  had  granted  to  the  com- 
pany liberty  to  make  the  road  as  far  as  the  District  line^ 
on  condition  that  it  should  be  commenced  within  one  year. 
If  the  present  bill  should  be  rejected,  or  lost  by  delay,  the 
company  would  be  left  in  an  embarrassed  situation. 

Mr.  SEMMES  stated  that  he  had  been  indisposed  for 
some  dajTs,  and  had  not  seen  the  amendments.  The  sub- 
ject was  important,  and  excited  deep  interest  in  Mary- 
land. It  bad-been  debated  in  her  Legislature  for  sevetal 
weeks.  His  constituents  had  embarked  largely,  both 
capital  and  credit,  in  the  concerns  of  the  company,  and  it 
was  his  duty,  as  (heir  Representative,  to  look  cautiously  at 
whatever  might  affect  their  interest.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  but  could  not  vote  in  the  dark.  He  knew,  how- 
ever, that  a  majority  of  the  Cottiniittee  for  the  District  dif- 
fered from  l|ira  in  opinion,  and  he  should  cheerfully  sub- 
mit to  any  decision  on  the  subject 

The  question  being  theit  put  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  th^r  amendments  to  the  bill,  it  was  carried  by 
a  large  majority. 

THE  GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate's  amendments  to  this  bill  came  up  for  con- 
sideration in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Various  other  amendments  were  considered,  and  agreed 
to  without  debate. 

The  amendment  making  provinon  for  the  pay  of  extra 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  was  then  taken  up, 
having  been  reported  against  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  CONNER  said:  This  amendment  had  been  made 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of 
the  Senate;  the  evidence  had  not  been  laid  before  the 
Committee  of  the  House;  but  he  was  authorized  to  say 
that  tbe  object  of  the  appropriation  was  to  meet  current 
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expenses;  diat  there  was  atiU  80incthing>  due  to  thote  clerks 
who  were  employed,  manjr  of  them,  by  Mr.  McLeani 
and  the  still  increasing  business  of  the  department  had 
compelled  the  present  able  incumbent  to  foUow  the  ex- 
ample of  his  predecessor^  (Mr.  McLean,)  whose  name, 
on  being  mentioned  in  that  House,  produced  excitement^ 
but  he  [Mr.  C.l  had  no  heatation  in  saying,  he  had  for  that 
gentleman  kind  feelings,  and  that  be  waa  an  efficient  of- 
ficer. The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Huirmra- 
Tov]  had  inquired  of  the  committee  if  the  department 
was  not  insolvent.  He  would  answer  that  gentleman,  that 
the  Post  Office  Department  was  not  only  not  insolrent,  but 
that  its  condition  was  a  prosperous  one;  tliat  for  the  last 
eighteen  months  the  increaae  for  each  quarter  was  some 
thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars;  and  so  far  as  the  depart- 
ment could  be  informed,  the  increase  for  this  quarter  would 
be  in  proportion  with  the  preceding  one;  and  he  had  no 
heatation  m  saying  that  the  increase  of  the  present  year 
would  exceed  that  of  the  lastyear  by  $100,000.  The  policy 
of  the  late  Postmaster  General  bad  been  to  retain  but  little 
surplus  on  hand.  It  was  the  true  policy;  and  the  present 
Postmaster  General  had  y^ry  probably  pursued  the  same 
course,  in  returning  the  money  received  back  again  among 
the  people  from  whom  it  had  come,  for  their  accommoda- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  had  also  made  an  inquiry  in  relation  to 
the  available  funds  of  the  department;  and,  on  another  occa- 
sion, a  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  StqmbIi]  had  sneer- 
ingly  asked  what  had  become  of  the  |i230,000  left  by  Mr. 
McLean.  He  [Mr.  C]  could  tell  the  gentleman  what  had 
become  of  that  money.  There  were  now  $148,000  of  it 
in  the  department;  the  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  dollars 
of  that  sum  used,  had  gone  to  the  extension  of  noail  faci- 
lities, and  accommodation  to  the  people  and  the  country. 
Where  the  mails  were  carried  on  horseback,  they  are  now 
carried  in  sulkies  or  stages,  and  the  trips  increased;  where 
the  mail  was  received  only  weekly,  itis  now  received  twice 
in  the  week,  on  other  routes  three  times  a  week,  and,  in 
many  instances,  daily  stages  were  put  in  operation.  This 
was  asked  for  and  required  of  him  by  the  people  and  their 
representatives,  and  this  is  the  way  that  that  money  has 
gone.  Sir,  whilst  all  your  other  departments  were  station- 
ary, tliis  department  was  annually  extended,  daily  aug- 
menting in  bnsiness  and  labor,  which  necessarily  required 
increased  expenditures.  S'u*,  the  Postmaster  General  has 
not  overreached  himself,  as  has  been  insinuated;  and  if 
the  House  will  take  the  trouble  to  reflect  and  examine  for 
tliemselves  one  moment,  they  must  see  the  propriety  of 
this  amendment.  It  is  in  accordance  with  the  usual  mode 
of  paying  the  officers  of  the  departments,  and,  in  accords 
ance  with  that,  is  this  appropriation  asked  for.  The  ser^ 
vices  of  those  clerks  employed  must  be  paid  for,  and  the 
only  difference  out  of  which  fund  they  are  paid  is,  that, 
if  it  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office,  it  is  so  mucn  withdrawn 
from  mail  facilities  and  accommodations.  Sir,  there  was 
laid  on  your  table,  at  an  early  day  in  the  session,  a  bill 
providing  for  an  additional  number  of  clerks.  It  has  not 
been  reached,  nor  can  it,  the  present  session.  Its  passage 
would  have  superseded  the  necessity  of  this  amendment. 
There  are  now  in  your  treasury  more  than  a  miUion  of 
dollars,  which  have  been  deposited  there  by  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department;  and  he  would,  at  all  tunes,  have  been 
willing  to  have  appropriated  from  that  sum  an  amount 
sufficient  to  have  completed  the  mail  firrangements  through- 
out the  country.  The  department,  from  its  prosperous 
condition,  would,  in  a  v^ry  few  years^  have  reimbursed 
the  treasury,  and  more.  He  thought  the  appropriation 
proper,  and  hoped  the  House  would  not  withhold  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  appropriation 
was  stricken  out. 

The  item  allowing  compensation  to  Judge  Granch,  for 
extra  labor  in  preparing  a  code  of  laws  for  the  District, 
(he  having,  at  their  request,  a«sunw>d  the  share  which 


was  sssigned  to  two  other  commiasioners  associated  vilSi 
him,)  gave  rise  to  a  short  discussion,  in  which  Mem 
ELLSWORTH,  DODDRIDGE,  and  DWI6HT  exphined 
the  service  which  had  been  performed,  and  the  equity  of 
the  claim— and  Mr.  McCOY  opposed  the  appropriatioaii 
being  an  unsafe  species  of  legislation. 

Tms  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  item  providing  for  fees  to  be  paid  to  assistant  coiiB« 
sel  employed  to  aid  the  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
States  had  been  originally  $2,600.  The  aroendment  re- 
commended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  raised 
the  sum  to  #6,000;  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  proposed 
still  further  to  increase  it  to  #8,000;  the  last  sum  was  dis- 
agreed to^  and  the  appropriation  fixed  at  $6,000. 

THE  TURKISH  MISSION. 

The  next  amendment  in  order  was  the  apprapiiatioB  of 
#15,000,  as  compensation  to  the  commisnoocrs  wbonegtv 
tiaked  the  late  treaty  with  the  Ottonoan  Porte.  The  Ccm- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  recommended  to  strike  out 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  which  provided  for  this 
item,  with  a  proviso  going  to  disapprove  of  the  appoints 
ment  of  the  commissioners  during  a  recess  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  V£RPl4ANCK»  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meana^  explained  the  grounds  on  which  tfait 
committee  had  recommended  to  strike  out  this  item  fron 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate.  Of  the  exact  chanctcr 
of  the  persons  to>e  compensated,  he  would  not  speak,  ai 
there  was  no  distinct  evidence  on  that  subject  before  tbe 
House;  whether  they  were  to  be  understood  as  acting  un- 
der a  special  commission  as  the  personal  agents  of  tbe  Pre- 
sident, or  whether  they  were  to  be  coondered  as  charab 
des  affaires,  these  was  no  evidence  on  which  to  dedoe. 
The  subject  was  known  to  have  excited  great  warmth 
elsewhere;  and  the  committee,  constderingtbe  very  inae* 
curate  information  submitted  to  them,  and  belieriDf  tbit 
the  great  question  entered  into  by^tbe  proviso  was  Iikelf, 
especially  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session,  to  delay,  and 
possibly  endanger,  the  bill,  and  thereby  injuriously  to  i^ 
feet  other  great  interests,  had  been  unanimous  in  recoo- 
mending  that  the  whole'  amendment,  as  well  the  appropiv 
ation  as  the  proviso  accompanying  it,  should  be  strickea 
out.  The  parties  concerned  would,  he  presumed,  be  paid 
either  from  Uie  contingent  fund,  or  from  the  secret  serrice 
fund;  but,  if  not  paid  at  this  tim^  they  must  take  tfacir 
chance  of  being  provided  for  by  the  next  Congress.  The 
conmiittee  considered  it  an  act  of  pubUc  duty  to  report 
against  tbe  amendment. 

Mr.  WAYNE  observed  that  be  found  one  difficultv  ii 
agreeing  to  the  proposal  of  the  Committee  of  Waytaod 
Means.  If  this  appropriation  should  be  strickea  ou^ 
there  was  no  fond  to  which  the  individuals  cancemed 
could  look  for  payment.  They  had  rendered  iroportaol 
services;  they  had  been  the  agentsin  tlie  highest  act  vhidi 
one  departmeint  of  the  Government  could  perform.  He 
felt  the  force  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [BIr.  VxanJorCK,]  and  he  was,  to  a  certain  erten^ 
constrained  to  acquiesce  in  them;  but  the  House  w 
make  some  certain  provision  for  men  who  bad  performed 
an  important  public  service.  Was  theretio  other  partof  me 
bill  to  which  an  additional  appropriation  might  be  append- 
ed, by  which  the  object  coukibe  secured?  In  the  eaumato 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  that 
waa  one  item  of  125,000.  There  was  no  proposal  to  stnke 
that  out;  and,  with  a  view  to  avoid  debate,  li«  f**~ 
propose  to  amend  the  present  amendment,  by  adding  » 
that  clause  the  words  "and  $15,000,  to  defray  the  wn- 
tingent  expense  of  foreign  intercourse,  heretofore  in- 
curred." iTie  Chair  decided  that  it  was  not  in  order  w 
amend  an  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee  oi 
Ways  and  Meaxus.  -i 

Mr.  INGERSOUL  said,  the  gcnUeman  could  casjV 
arrivcathUofcject,  byattowiagavotetettobctakcnoii 
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tlie  present  amendment.  If  these  commisnoners  were  to 
be  paid  at  ali,  it  should  be  out  of  the  secret  service  fund. 
They  had  been  appointed  by  the  President,  under  that 
power  of  the  Executive  which  ei^-es  hini  control  over  this 
fund,  and,  if  so,  they  ought  to  be  paid  in  thut  way.  Mr. 
f.  said  he  tliought  he  perceived  where  the  difficulty  of 
the  g'cntleman  layj  the  ^ntleman  was  apfjrehensive  tliat 
tlic  secret  service  fund  liad  been  exhausted.  How  thA 
may  be,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  did  not  know;  the  gentleman  no 
doubt  knew  better  than  he  did.  All  that  ^e  could  say 
was,  that  he  thought  the  House  ought  to  take  a  question 
on  the  point  now  before  it,  and  thereby  settle  the  question 
of  the  disputed  power  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.   STORRS,  of  New  York,  professed  not  to  under- 
stand  the  debate.     He  did  not  know  what  gentlemen 
meant  when   they  talked  about  the  secret  service  fund 
being  exhausted;  he  was  completely  in  tlie   dark.     His 
collv-ague,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr. 
yr.BPT.AXCK,]  told  theUou-He  that  that  committee  had  no 
infurmution — another  gentleman  told  them  tliat  the  com- 
inissoners  had  been  appointed  by  somebody,  and  that 
some  proir'islon  would  be  made  for  them  by  somebody, 
noboily  knew  wlio.      For  himself,   he   was  not  in  the 
secrets  of  the  cabinet;  neither  was  the  House  in  those 
secrets.     If  any  public  ministers  or  charges  were  to  be 
provided  for,  let  the  Government  send  the  House  some 
information — let  it  send  the  treaties  that  had  been  made — 
let  it  tell  the  House  who  the  oommtsstoners  are.     For  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  find  such  persons  entimerated  among 
our  diplomatic  agents.     I'he  House  was  asked  to  act  in 
the  dark — somebody  said  they  wanted  money,  but  the 
Ooverument  had  not  condescended  to  tell  tlie  people  of 
the  United  States  what  it  was  wanted  for.     The   House 
had  received  no  estimate,  no  report:  tlie  Government 
f^ave   it  no  i:.foi3nation  but  this — ^that  it  wanted  money. 
The  House  had  no  facts  to  go  upon,  and  he  therefore 
liopcd  it  would  strike  out  the  whole  appropriation.     The 
item  of  $25,000  for  contingent  expenses  was  intended 
for  some  otlier  purpose,  be  did  not  know  what;  he  hoped 
thut  would  be  stricken  out,  too,  unless  some  further  in- 
formation was  given.     When  he  voted  away  money,  he 
liked  to  do  it  uniierstandingl^'.     This  sum  was  not  for  the 
ordinary  contingent  fund;  if  it  was  to  be  spent  in  presents 
to  the  Grand  Turk,  he  should  like  to  know  tlic  fkct.     He 
wished  to  know  what  he  was  doing.     Were  these  ^5,000 
to  be  paid  for  gold  snuffboxes,  diamond  headed  da§^rs, 
hcrses,  urns,  or  what  was  it  for? 

Mr.  YEIU'LANCK  asked  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Stoxbs,] 
whetlier  the  object  of  his  inquiry  was  to  obtain  a  list  of 
the  special  contingent  expenses  of  the  Turkish  legation, 
'i'he  present  sum  of  $15,000  was  proposed  to  be  added  to 
tlie  sum  of  ^5,000,  provided  for  general  contingent  ex- 
penses. It  was  not  usual  to  lay  the  particulars  of  foreign 
intercourse  directly  or  hidirectJy  before  the  House. 

Mr.  WAYNE  asked  gentlemen  to  state  whetlier,  if  this 
article  was  stricken  out,  certain  persona  who  had  rendered 
public  service  would  not  be  left  to  take  their  chance  for 
being  paid  before  next  Congress;  and  he  affain  asked 
whether  there  was  not  any  other  part  of  the  bill  on  which 
an  amendment  could  be  grafted  to  secure  the  payment 
of  agents,  the  value  of  whose  public  services  had  been 
acknowledged  by  tlie  highest  act  which  any  Government 
could  perform,  viz.  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  which 
they  liad  made. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  observed  tliat  the  question  now  was 
only  as  to  one  portion  of  the  Senate's  amendment — ^to  the 
remainder  the  gentleman  might  add  wltat  he  pleased. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  inquired  whether,  if  the  House  sliould 
ap^rce  to  the  amendment  recommended  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  thus  strike  out  a  part  of  the 
Senate's  amendment,  the  residue  miglit  not  afterwards  be 
stricken  out. 

Tiic  SPEAKER  replied  in  U&e  affirmative. 

Vol.  Vll.— 53 


Mr.  CONDICT  asked  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
tliat  it  might  be  put  Erst  on  the  appropriation,  and  then 
on  the  proviso. 

The  SPEAK.br  replied,  that,  if  tiie  appropriation 
should  be  stricken  out,  there  would  remain  nothing  to 
which  the  proviso  could  adiiere-— the  division,  thereiore, 
could  not  take  place. 

Mr.  SURGES  observed  that  he  could  not  see  why 
persons  who  had  been  in  tlie  service  of  tlie  country  slioukl 
not  be  paid.    Why  ought  the  appropriation  to  be  stricken 
out?    Did  gentlemen  intend  that  the  agents  of  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  be  paid?    Why  not  paid?    Had  they 
rendered  no  service?  or  was  the  service  which  they  had 
rendered  ille^l?    If  tliey  liad  not  rendered  any  service, 
how  came  this  clause  in  tlie  bill,  if  the  service  hod  been 
rendered  in  an  illegal  or  unconstitutional  manner?    Yet, 
so  far  as  the  country  was  bound  in  equity,  why  sliould  not 
this  House  say,  with  tlie  Senate^  this  does  not  justify  us 
in  withholding  their  pay?    Why  was  tlie  clause  to  be 
stricken  out?    Was  any  gentleman  prepared  to  say  tliat 
the  Prendent  laad  the  right,  without  eonsuHing  tlie  Senate, 
to  send  abroad  envoys  to  negotiate  treatka,  unlets  under 
the  pressing  exigencies  of  war?    Can  he  consummate  this 
act  without  consulting  the  Senate?    Are  we  going  to  say 
that  the  President  may  not  only  fill  a  vacancy  which  occurs 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  but  that  he  may,  without 
the  Senate,  originate  any  mission  he  pleases?    Mr.  B. 
said  he  had  no  doubt  that  tlie  President  could  send  out  an 
agent  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  state  of  our  rela- 
tions with  a  foreign  Power,  but  tliis  must  be  done  secretly. 
Such  agents    never  were  accredited.     The  President 
might,  in  this  manner,  discover  by  what  means  our  rela- 
tions with  a  foreign  Power  might  be  improved ^  but  be 
might  not  appoint  and  send  abroad  high  public  envoys 
without  first  consulting  the  Senate.     Mr.  B.  called  upon 
all  who  heard  him  to  say  whether  they  were  prepared  to 
sanction  such  a  power  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States.     He  trusted  tliere  were  none.    Did  the  House 
then  intend  to  deprive  these  agents  of  their  pay  ?    W^eve 
tliey  to  be  left  to  chance  for  their  remuneration?    Would 
the  House  indulge  a  disposition  to  employ  services  when 
they  were  needed,  and  then  leave  the  servants  to  get  their 
pay  how  tliey  could?    No,  sir,  Sfud  Mr.  B.;  the  laborer'a 
wages  shall  never  sleep  witli  me.    I  trust  there  is  no  man 
here  who  wiU  vote  to  put  these  agents  oflf  to  another 
Congress.     Mr.  lUiind  was  our  consul  to  Odessa — ^he  is 
known  to  be  poor,  and  to  possess  nothing  bjut  what  the 
Government  gives  him.     He  believed  himself  to  be  em- 
ployed by  a  competent  powei^— let  us  pay  him  for  the 
services  he  performed — but  let  us,  at  the  same  time,  takfi 
care  to  say  that  tlie  power  which  employed  him  was  not 
competent. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE  said  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  no  intention  of  being  understopd  as.  saying  that 
these  agents  were  not  entitled  to  compensation  lor  their 
services-— tiie  committee  were  unanimous  in  the  contrary 
opiiuon;  but  they  had  fiulcd  in  accomplishing  the  object 
they  had  in  view  in  recommending  that  this  item  be 
stricken  out,  which  was  te  avoid  debate.  They  desired 
to  present  the  question  in  such  a  way  as  might  conciliate 
alL  He  agreed  that  .the  simple  striking  out  of  this  ap- 
propriation mighty  at  first  view,  appear  like  the  expres- 
sion of  an  opinion  that  the  individuals  in  question  are  not 
entitled  to  compentttion;  but  such  was  not  hia  opiniOl^ 
nor  that  of  the  committee.  They  were,  doubtless,  enti- 
tled to  compensation;  and  if  the  House  could  provide  a 
fund  out  of  which  they  miglit  be  paid,  he  should  he  gUd^ 
He  had  no  with  to  appear  as  if  avoiding  a  vote  on  the 
principle  contained  in  the  Senate's  amendment,  but  he 
did  wish  to  avoid  discussion.  His  opinion  was^  and  he 
presumed  there  were  few  but  would  f!gree  witU  him  tlwt 
the  President  did  not  possess  power  to  appomt  ministefls 
plenipoteiitiaiy  during  a  receas  of  the  Senate^  without 
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nominating  them  to  the  Senate  at  its  next  succeeding^ 
session.  But,  if  he  was  compelled  to  yote,  he  should  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  he  was  unwilling'  to  give  a  vote  which 
might  be  construed  into  a  censure  of  the  President  for 
what  he  had  done.  He  was  satisfied  that  the  affair  had 
happened  through  mere  oversight,  inthout  any  bad  intent. 
The  Senate  had  deemed  it  proper  to  vindicate  its  own 
powers,  by  inserting  the  proviso.  The  House  had  no  such 
object,  and  no  su<£  obligation.  The  Senate  had  now 
done  what  they  desired,  and  what  they  had  a  perfect 
right  to  do^  and  be  hoped  that  further  debate  w:ouId  be 
avoided. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  observed  that  the  House  was  now 
brought  back  to  the  question  which  had  been  stated  by 
the  sentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Bvaeits.]  Certain 
public  agents  had  performed  important  services;  they  had 
the  futest  dium  to  be  indemnified,  and  indemnified  at 
this  time;  and,  unless  the  House  intended  to  compensate 
them  in  some  other  mode,  they  Ought  not  to  strike  out 
this  appropriation.  If  gentlemen  did  not  like  the  proviso, 
let  them  strike  it  out;  but  the  claim  to  compensation  was 
certunly  just  and  fair,  and  he  could  never  consent  to  strike 
out  a  just  appropriation  because  of  the  proviso  that  was 
attached  to  it. 

Mr.  DRATTONsaid  that  he  deprecated  argument  as 
much  as  any  gentleman,  and  he  should  make  none,  unless 
be  felt  bound  in  duty  to  do  so— he  should  not  vote  for 
striking  out  the  clause,  even  if  he  thought  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  commisrioners  was  iflegal  or  uncon- 
stitutional. But  he  thought  it  was  the  exerdse  of  a 
constitutional  power,  so  nr  as  any  construction  of  the 
constitution  could  derive  force  from  precedent.  This  was 
supported  by  numerous  examples.  He  was  not  for  strik- 
ing out  the  proviso.  He  considered  these  a^nts  as 
entitled  to  salaries.  There  was  a  fund  out  of  which  they 
might  be  paid,  and  therefore  there  was  not  the  smallest 
objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McDUFFIE,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ellswobtb,  observed, 
that  if  tiiat  gentleman's  vote  to  strike  out  this  clause 
depended  on  the  House  providing  some  other  mode  of 
compenastion,  his  difficulty  might  easily  be  removed;  for 
as  soon  as  the  House  should  vote  to  stnke  out  this  amend- 
ment, the  gentleman  from  Gteorgia  [Mr.  WATira]  would 
introduce  another  clause  to  cover  the  same  object.  The 
question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  with  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  in  their  proposed  amendment,  going 
to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  tlie  Senate,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ST0RR8,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  striking  out  the  $25,000  for 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  mission,  and  substituting 
#5,000.  Mr.  3.  sud  that  this  $25,000,  was  intended  tu 
provide  the  tribute  customarily  given  to  the  Grand  Seignior, 
as  he  understood  it.  The  old  Governments  of  Europe 
may  feel  it  their  interest  to  procure,  by  these  means,  the 
friendship  of  the  Sublime  Porte.  Turkey  lays  under 
tribute  every  nadon  with  which  she  has  intercourse,  by 
her  policy  of  requiring  presents.  He  asked  if  it  was 
proper  fbr  us,  wnile'  keeping  up  friendly  relations  with 
Russia,  without  any  minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  ac- 
quiesce in  this  course.  He  considered  it  unsouiui  policy, 
after  keeping  ourselves,  for  half  a  century,  without  asso- 
ciating with  the  politicians  at  Constantinople,  to  send  a 
€harg€,  when  a  consul  would  be  as  efficient  to  secure  our 
interests.  He  stated  that  in  sending  a  charge  we  shall 
only  make  our  country  appear  ridiculous,  because,  while 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  otner  courts  are  admitted  to  the 
**  bngfatness  of  the  sublime  presence,"  our  charg6  wiU 
be  compelled  to  stand  at  the  door  among  the  servants 
and  unaerstrappers,  and  thus  would  the  majesty  of  the 
American  people  be  represented.  He  took  a  view  of  the 
accuniulating  expenses  of  the  diplomatic  corps  rince  the 
present  administration  came  into  power,  and  asked  if  this 


was  a  redemption  of  the  pledges  eiven  by  them  before 
they  were  in  office.  We  are  called  on  to  send  a  cbargi 
to  disgrace  the  American  people  before  all  £uTopp»  and 
to  pay  $25,000  out  of  our  treasury  for  this  pnvilrge. 
There  has  been  no  information  comnuinicateid  to  this 
House  to  call  for  this  appropriation;  and  he  would  not 
consent  to  make  any~  appropriation,  without  sufficient 
knowledge  communicated  in  a  proper  manner.  He  bad 
heard  much  of  this  treaty  out  of  doors.  He  had  heard 
that  parts  of  it  are  very  exceptionable;  and  it  wasniroor' 
ed  that  it  had  not  been  ratified.  We  had  been  told  bjr 
the  Preadent,  in  his  opening  message,  of  a  liberal  trea^ 
with  Turkey.  He  did  not  understand  the  term.  Was  it 
not  a  reciprocal  treaty  >  He  had  heard  that  Captain  Bid- 
die  had  wntten  a  long  letter  repnobating  some  parts  of 
the  treaty.  He  had  also  heard  or  Mr.  Rhindand  his  acts. 
But  he  desred  that  the  treaty  should  be  communicated 
to  the  House  before  the  appropriation  is  given.  He 
thought  it  necessary  that  we  should  know  for  what  we 
are  odled  on  to  give  this  money. 

Mr.  CARSON  nud  it  always  gave  him  pleasure  to  listen 
to  the  gentleman  firom  New  York,  who  had  just  taken  h's 
seat,  because  of  the  ability  which  he  always  manifested 
when  addressing  that  House.  It  was  matter  of  deep 
reg^t  that  talents  of  so  high  an  order  should  be  enlisted 
on  tiie  wrong  side.  The  powers  of  that  gentleman  were 
admitted  by  all,  insomuch  that  he  was  admitted  to  be 
capable  of  making  any  cause  which  he  chose  to  adopt 
appear  to  be  right,  by  the  exertion  of  his  elevated  abili- 
ties. But,  on  the' present  occanon,  Mr.  C.  was  constnuncd 
to  confess  that  he  never  heard  the  ^ntleman  from  Nev 
York  make  a  speech  on  that  floor  which  he  himself  seemed 
less  to  feel.  The  honorable  gentleman  bad  set  out  vith 
telling  the  House  that  he  was  perfectly  in  the  dark;  thit 
he  could  not  at  all  understand  the  debate;  Lut  what  a  de- 
velopment had  the  House  witnessed,  and  on  what  autho- 
rity had  it  been  made?  The  first  thing  the  gentleniao 
had  discovered  was  the  establishment  of  a  new  mission, 
which  was  to  cost  the  countiy  God  knows  how  much. 
Each  new  minister,  it  seemed,  was  to  be  furnished  with 
new  snuffboxes,  and  every  subsequent  Congress  was  to 
be  bound  to  make  new  and  further  appropriations.  The 
ministers,  too,  were  to  make  themselves  ridiculous,  by 
appearing  in  an  inferior  grade;  and  the  ^ntleman's  motion 
would  go  to  render  them  still  more  ridiculous.  The  frt- 
adent  had  submitted  tiie  treaty  to  the  Senate,  and  Mr-  C 
had  understood  that  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  with  an 
amendment  which  went  to  strike  out  one  offensive  article- 
He  was  not  sure  that  this  was  tiie  case,  but  he  had  been 
sp  informed.  In  the  discharge  of  his  executive  du^,  tbe 
President  had  subnutted  to  the  Senate  the  propriety  of 
establishing  a  diplomatic  mission  to  the  Ottoman  Forte- 
The  bill  at  first  provided  for  the  outfit  of  a  full  minli^tfr, 
but  the  committed  (consisting  of  the  genUeman's  friends) 
had  reduced  the  minister  to  a  charge,  and  had  thereby 
aflibrded  the  gentleman  an  opportunity  of  holding  up  to 
the  Housa  a  very  entertidning  spectacle,  where  our  min- 
ister appeared  dannng  attendance  out  of  doors  amon^ 
servants  and  drogomen,  but  never  admitted  to  the  brigltt- 
ness  of  tbe  Sultan's  sublime  presence.  Tbe  g^n^^"^ 
appeared  to  have  thought  a  good  deal  on  the  subject^  and 
he  was  sorrv  he  had  not  obtained  any  infonnation  as  to 
the  political  conaequences  arising  from  this  difference  of 
g^rade  in  our  minister.  Probably  another  agent  might  be 
needed;  but  that  was  the  business  of  the  Senate,  as  th(f 
had  the  exclusive  appointment  of  new  ministers.  T^ 
gentleman  from  New  York,  if  he  recollected  right,  m 
advocated  the  Panama  imsnon.  Did  the  gentleman  st 
that  time  ask  for  the  instructions  given  to  our  minister 
Far  from  it.  All  then  was  to  be  confidence  in  the  tit^ 
tive.  Tbe  House  was  to  repose  an  official  confidence  in  ute 
Executive.  It  was  not  its  duty  to  ask  too  many  questions. 
All  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  Executive.    Why  did  ixit 
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the  House  now  hear  from  him  the  same  language?    The 
gentleman  had  professed  great  ignorance;  but,  whatever 
nught  be  his  disclaimers,  the  House  all  knew  iull  well  that 
the  gentleman  was  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which 
Turkish  treaties  were  usually  negotiated.  He  knew  perfect- 
ly well  that  presents  were  always  made  by  every  nation  who 
wished  to  maintain  diplomatic  relations,  or  obtain  commer- 
cial advantages,  or  hold  any  intercourse  with  the  Turkish 
court.  The  commercial  benefits  to  be  obtained  by  the  pre- 
sent arrangement  the  gentleman  had  taken  great  care  to 
throw  into  the  shade;  yet,  if  any  commercial  advantage  was 
to  be  derived  to  the  country,  what  city  or  what  State  of  the 
Union  was  so  likely  to  sliare  in  it  as  that  from  which  the 
gentleman  came^    The  city  of  New  York,  to  which  he 
understood  the  gentleman  had  lately  removed  his  resi- 
dence,   being  the  gpreat  commercial  emporium  of  the 
country,  had  the  deepest  interest  in  a  question  of  this 
kind.     The  gentleman  had  said  a  great  deal  about  paying 
tribute,  and  presenting  diamond  snufTboxes  to  an  infidel 
Power.     This  language  might,  perhaps,  take  with  the 
Dutch  of  New  York,  Qto  use  a  phrase  which  he  had  heard 
the  gentleman  employ,)  and  it  showed  the  gentleman's 
great  deference  for  the  sense  and  information  of  his  con- 
stituents.   But,  if  the  gentleman  could  impose  unon  his 
own  constituents,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  could,  with 
equal  ease,  deceive  the  American  people.     They  possess 
too  much  intelligence  for  such  an  operation.     Mr.  Cv 
said  that  Andrew  Jackson  had  discharged  bis  dut^*.     The 
libuse  could  not  yet  have  the  treaty  laid  before  it,  but  it 
opened  a  prospect  of  great  pecuiuary  advantage  to  the 
nation,  from  a  participation  in  the  commerce  of  the  Black 
Sea.     All  this  the  gentleman  well  understood;  and  if, 
with  the  full  understanding  of  it,  he  chose  to  take  the 
responsibility jof  defeating  such  a  measure,  on  him,  and  on 
those  who  acted  with  him,  let  it  rest,  and  not  upon  Andrew 
Jackson,  or  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  now  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  report  progress,  and  have  leave  to  sit  again. 
The  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  61,  nays  75, 
Mr.  ARCHER  said  that  he  had  at  first  meant  to  go  into 
a  fall  answer  to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  but  he  relinquished  this  purpose,  believing  that  the 
gentleman's  chief  object  had  been  to  discharge  a  feeling; 
he  would,  therefore,  confine  himself  to  two  or  three  re- 
marks, by  way  of  explanation.  The  gentleman  had  com- 
menced by  supposing  tliat  the  object  of  this  treaty  was 
to  put  the  country  in  a  degrading  attitude — ^to  grant  a  tri- 
bute, to  buy  a  treaty  of  we  Sublime  Porte.  But  such 
had  been  no  part  of  the  object.  The  treaty  was  made. 
It  had  been  ratified,  with  the  exception  of  one  article. 
So  far  from  soliciting  or  begging  a  treaty,  the  treaty  had 
been  made  and  ratified,  and  the  object  was  to  open  com- 
mercial connexions  between  the  United  States  and  some 
of  tUe  richest  countries  of  the  old  world;  and  the  present 
fippropriation  was  asked  in  order  that  our  country  might 
realize  these  benefits.  Our  interest  in  those  seas  was 
great  and  extended,  and  the  question  was,  whether  we 
ou^^ht  not  to  have  commercial  agents  to  supervise  tlie 
interests  of  the  United  States.  But  gentlemen  ask,  why 
not  entrust  this  duty  to  our  consuls?  If  the  bill  had  done 
so,  the  expense  would  have  been  the  same.  The  Govern- 
nent  now  pays  our  consul  at  Algiers  #4,000;  and  the  sa- 
ury of  a  charge  was  but  #4^500.  Nothing  would  be 
gained,  therefore,  by  substituting  the  consul;  tlie  only 
1  ficrence  would  be,  that  the  latter  appointment  would 
lot  be  productive  of  such  good  effects.  But  to  show 
ijat  the  gentleman  would  be  satisfied  with  no  conduct  of 
he  administration,  and  that  he  held  it  a  duty  to  find  fault, 
he  g'cntleman  hsul  told  the  House,  that,  if  we  were  to 
lave  any  mission  to  Turkey,  it  ought  to  be  an  embassy 
xt  raordinary.  That  was  what  the  Executive  had  asked  for, 
nd  ^w^hat  the  Senate  had  refused.  If  the  present  plan 
ra>    wrong,  the  fault  was  not  with  the  President.     The 


gentleman  had  endeavored  to  cast  ridicule  on  the  propo- 
sition, and  upon  the  Government  of  his  own  country. 
The  offering  of  presents  appeared  to  him  an  unworthy 
object  of  expenditure,  and  calculated  to  degrade  the  na- 
tion. But  why  should  we  be  degraded  by  doing  that 
which  had  been  done,  at  all  times,  by  all  Governments 
that  had  any  connexion  with  the  Ottoman  Porte? 

If  it  was  good  that  we  should  hold  commercial  relations 
with  the  boundless  territories  of.  the  Turk,   (relations 
which  had  heretofore  extended  but  a  short  distance  around 
Smyrna,)  was  the  country  to  refuse  this  advantage,  be- 
cause the  gentleman  from  New  York  thought  it  degi'ading 
to  make  presents  to  the  Grand  Seig^nior,  to  the  amount  of 
^5,000.^    If  we  held  such  an  opinion*  we  should  be  the 
only  Power  who  thought  so;  all  other  nations  have  acted 
otherwise.    If  the  countiy  was  to  have  political  and  com- 
mercial relations  with  the  Porte  at  all,  it  could  no  more 
have  them  without  presents  than  without  ministers.    No 
minister  would  have  been  received,  nor  permitted  to  open 
his  credentials,  till  he  had  offered  the  customary  presents. 
This  Government  once  received  a  mission  from  a  Turkish 
Power,  and  we  paid  the  ambassador  a  regular  stipend 
every  week,  although  he  came  only  to  make  an  apology 
for  a  threat  which  mid  been  uttered  by  his  country  against 
ours.     We  paid  all  the  expenses  of  his  embassy,  and 
allowed  him  ^00  per' week  during  his  stay.     Was  that 
expenditure  considered  extravagant  tlien?  Was  the  coun- 
try, for  such  a  reason,  to  refuse  tlie  apology  of  a  foreign 
Power,  and  thereby  to  avert  the  necessity  of  a  war?    Mr. 
Jefferson  was  wiser  than  that.     The  long  and  (he  short  of 
this  matter  was,  that  here  were  presented  to  us  real  and 
great  commercial  advantages.     Extenmve  regions,  among 
some  of  the  richest  on  the  globe,  were  about  to  be  opened 
to  the  United  States.     We  were  to  hold  commercial  rela- 
tions with  all  the  countries  round  the  Black  Sea;  and  we 
were  to  have  this  advantage  in  the  most  economical  form 
~-at  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  nngle  charge.     As  to 
the  other  items,  the^  were  merely  the  necessary  appen- 
dages of  such  a  mission.     A  drogoman  and  presents  were 
matters  of  course  at  the  court  of  Turkey.     If  the  House 
thought  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  let  them 
abolish  the  treaty;  if  not,  let  them  make  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  STOURS  replied;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Stobxs,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  WAYNE  tlien  moved  the  amendment  he  had  be- 
fore proposed,  viz.  to  insert  after  the  item  of  ^5,000,  the 
following: 

«  And  $15,000  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse  heretofore  incurred." 

The  amendment  was  adopted — yeas  70,  nays  65. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  now  moved  to  insert  (he  proviso,  but 
the  motion  was  rejected— yeas  62,  nays  100. 

Mr.  DRAYTON  movti  an  item  of  $1»500  dollars  for 
the  salary  of  a  student  of  language^  but  Uie  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended  on  motion 
of  Mr.  WAYNE,  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  debate 
closed.  The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  House. 

Mr.  VANCE  moved  for  a  division  of  the  question  on  the 
amendment  which  had  been  so  long  debated  in  committee. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  explained  the  sUte  of  the  question, 
and  showed  that,  as  an  appropriation  to  the  same  amount, 
and  for  the  same  object,  bad  been  inserted  in  another  part 
of  tlie  bill,  unless  the  present  clause  should  be  stricken 
out,  the  bill  would  have  two  appropriations,  of  $15,000 
each,  for  the  pay  of  the  same  persons. 

Mr.  VANCE  said  tliat  his  object  in  having  the  question 
divided  was,  that  a  separate  vote  might  be  taken,  oy  yeas 
and  nays,  upon  the  proviso. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  question  should  be  di- 
vided, inasmuch  as  the  proviso  was  so  worded  as  to  relate 
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to  the  whole  bill,  tmd  there  wotild,  therefore,  be  some- 
thing for  it  to  stand  on,  should  the  appropriating  clause 
be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  MERCER  explained,  and,  adverting  to  the  cmirse 
which  had  been  pursued  in  Committee  of  the  Wliole, 
insisted  that  the  amendment  which  had  been  inserted  was 
different  from  that  in  view  of  which  the  appropriation 
and  proviso  were  stricken  out;  so  that  gentlemen  could 
not  vote  in  the  House  as  they  had  voted  in  committee. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that 'the  House  had  adopted  the 
amendment,  and  had  no  power  to  retrace  the  step. 

The  question  was  accordingly  divided,  and,  being^  put 
on  the  appropriating  clause,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  Tecwrring  on  striking  out  tke  proviso  of 
the  Senate, 

Mr.  MERCER  failed  in  an  attempt  to  modify  it 

And  the  yeas  and  nays,  having  been  demanded  by  Mr. 
VANCE,  and  ordered  by  the  House,  were  taken,  and 
stood  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ang^l, 
Archer,  Barringer,  James  Blair,  Bockec,  Boon,  Borst, 
Brodhead,  Brown,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Claiborne,  CIny, 
Conner,  Crawford,  Crocheron,  Daniel,  Davenport,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Drayton,  Dudley,  Rarll,  Findlay,  Ford, 
Crilmore,  Gordon,  Hall,  Halscy,  llar\'cy,  Haynes,  IIoDand, 
Hoffman,  HoM'ard,  Hubbard,  Tliomas  Irwin,  William  W. 
Irvin,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kennon, 
Perkins  King,  Lamar,  Lea,  I^eavitt,  LiCnt,  Lewis,  Loyall, 
Lumpkin,  Magee,  Thomas  Maxwell,  McCrcery,  McCoy, 
McDuAe,  Mclntire,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Patton, 
Pearcc,  Pettis,  Polk,  Potter,  Sanford,  Scott,  Wm.  B. 
8hepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Smith,  Speight, 
Ambrose  Spencer,  Richard  Spencer,  Stephens,  Suther- 
land, Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Trczvant,  Tucker,  Wayne, 
Wilde.— 83. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Allen,  Armstrong,  Arnold,  Barnwell, 
Baylor,  Bcekman,  Butman,  Campbell,  Childs,  Chilton, 
Coke,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Creighton,  Desha,  Draper,  Eager,  Ellsworth,  George 
Kvans,  Horace  Everett,  Finch,  Gaithcr,  Gurley,  Hawkins, 
Hodges,  Hughes,  Himt,  Huntington,  Johns^  Lccompte, 
Lyon,  Martjndale,  £«ewis  Maxwell,  Mercer,  Nuckolls, 
Overton,  Pierson,  Reed,  Bencher,  Richardson,  Russcl, 
Stanbery,  Swif^,  Taliaferro,  Test,  Vance, Vamum, Vinton, 
W^ashington,  Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Williams, 
Yancey. — 57. 

So  the  House  agreed  with  the  CGmmittee  of  the  Whole 
in  striking  out  the  proviso  wiiich  the  Senate  liad  inserted, 
and  which  is  in  the  words  following: 

**  Provided  cdways J  That  nothing  in  this  aet  contained 
shall  be  construed  as  sanctioning,  or  in  any  way  approv* 
ing,  the  appointment  of  these  persons,  by  the  President 
alone,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  without  their 
advice  and  consent,  as  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  tlie  Ottoman  Porte." 

THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

llie  House  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  from  the  Sennte  for  the  continuation  of  tlie  Cum- 
berland road  in  tlie  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

Mr.  IRWIN,  of  Pennsylvania,  proposed  the  following 
8ect:on  .ns  an  amendment  thereto: 

**Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriat- 
ed, for  the  purpose  of  ^ep^iringthc  Cumberland  road  east 
of  Wheeling." 

Mr.  CRAWFORD,  of  Pennsylvania,  pose  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment.  He  said  the  amendment  proposed 
was  of  general  concern,  as  regarded  the  preservation  of 
the  g^cat  public  work  to  which  it  related-  l*his,  said  ^!r. 
C,  must  be  a  desirable  object  with  all;  no  gfentlcman 


of  the  liberality  of  his  Government,  and  of  the  fidelity 
with  which  its  engfagements  are  fulfilled.  But,  important 
as  the  proposition  is  conceded  to  be,  in  this  view  of  it, 
as  well  as  from  the  large  amount,  its  real  magnitude  b 
only  perceived  when  we  look  at  it  in  reference  to  Its 
effect  on  the  future  internal  improvement  of  the  countrj', 
as  it  may  be  decided  the  one  way  or  the  other. 

Do  you  believe,  sir,  that  if  roads  and  canals  are  to  be 
sustained  at  the  expense  of  the  treasury,  they  will  be  ex- 
tended or  long  continued? 

If  the  United  States  are  to  repair  as  well  as  to  ntikc,  my 
word  for  it,  they  will  soon  cease  to  make.     If  this  Cum- 
berland road  system  is  to  be  persevered  in,  and  annual 
calls  are  to  be  made  upon  the  treasury  for  the  repair  of 
public  works,  wf  shall  soon  have  funds  for  no  otlier  pur- 
pose.    How  many  of  these  projects  have  been  alrtaJy 
submitted  for  consideration  ?    How  many  are  even'  (by 
originating  and  bringing  forth?    They  can  scarcely  be 
reckoned;  but  if  you  take  one  in  many  of  them,  as  acUisa- 
blc  or  fit,  and  calling  for  tlie  exercise  of  the  United  States' 
power,  you  will  soon  have  as  many  as  your  treasury  can 
sustain,  and  the  funds  which  shoidd  be  applied  to  the  ex- 
tension of  their  benefits,  by  laying  down  and  constnict'nf 
others,  will  be  exhausted  in  preserving  those  which  ha\c 
been  already  made.     Is  any  forecast  required  to  see  tlut 
this  course  will  be  desti'uctive  to  tlic  whole  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  and  lliat  those  opposed  to  it  will  firtl 
it  more  effectual  in  checking  and  finally  arresting  tliis 
countiy  in  her  rapid  strides  to  the  most  prosperous  con- 
dition, than  any  other  legislation  likely  to  take  place  here' 
The  road  fVoni  Cumberland  to  Wheeling  is  oi^c  humlred 
and  thirty  miles  long.     What  will  be  required  for  its  re- 
pair  when  it  shall  have  reached  Jeflerson?  that  is,  1  believe, 
its  name — the  seat  of  Government  of  Missouri,  however,  is 
the  place  I  mean.   If  I  were  the  enemy,  as  I  am  the  fricwi 
of  internal  improvement,  I  woukl  desire  no  surer  roodc  of 
undermining  the  system— no  more,  ultimately,  and  at  no 
distant  day,  fatal  coiii-se,  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  i:. 
This  policy  is  now  popular  with  a  large  proportion  oftliis 
nation;  I  mean  when  properly  pursued;  when  the  power 
that  has  been  consecrated  by  time,  and  the  opinions  of 
the  fathers  of  whatever  is  valuable  in  this  Government, 
its  history  or  administration,  is  put  forili  for  great,  l«<i- 
ing,  and  national  purpose*,  and  judiciously  drawn  into 
operation  even  for  them.     But  popular  as  this  policy,  so 
pursued,  undoubtedly  is  with  a  majority  cf  those  by 
whose  authority  we  stand  here,  it  must^  it  will  soon  cease 
to  be  so  if  fun  ds  are  continually  dcmtinded,  not  ^ 
construct  roads  and  canals,  but  to  preserve  from  nnn  ana 
decay  those  which  have  been,  or  those  which  shall !)»« 
been  made,  at  an  immense  expense  of  treasure,  instead 
of  drawing  the  means  of  support  from  the  accommodaticn 
which  they  afford  the  traveller.     Already  has  this  5\>tcm 


south,  and  not  one,  but  many  avenues  from  east  to  ve* 
It  will  require  the  revenue  ot  the  Government  beyond  its 
necessary  and  ordinary  wants,  if  dissatisfaction  is  not  co- 
ated with,  and  a  consequent  abandonment  docs  not  take 
place  of  this  wise  and  hitherto  popular  policy.  Kothmg 
that  its  enemies  can  do  Vill  half  so  much  enthmgcr  ii,  ^ 
these  preserving  and  repairing  appropriations.  I  call 
upon  the  friends  of  internal  improvement  to  take  tiicir 
stand  v.ow,  unless  they  wish  to  retard  or  prevent  its  J»ir- 
the r  progress.  So  long  as  you  continue  to  t^niulHifse 
appropriations  for  repair,  so  long -will  the  erection  oi 
gates  upon  any  plan  be  declined  or  refused. 

I  have  been  informed  by  honorable  gentleman,  «'»* 
service  here  has  been  of  some  length,  that  rcpeatui 
pledges  h.ivc  been  Q\\cn  that  each  of  several  ajjpr  T  ■^' 

_.,  „, , J ...,   ._  ^ tionss!iouMbe  thclast;  and  that  of  the  appr<»pn^- j' ''  r 

purely  vfU\u%  the  destruction  of  this  monument,  at  once  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  granted  on  liic  Cd  tw) 
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March,  1829,  it  was  particularly  mid  it  should  be  the  last; 
and  yet,  within  a  shorter  time  than  one  year,  and  at  the 
▼cry  next  session  of  Congress,  we  are  asked  for  another 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  a  bill  reported  for 
them.  And  here  I  will  ask,  why  has  this  bill,  reported 
at  the  last  session,  not  beert  acted  on?  Why  has  it  b^en 
Buffered  to  sleep  upon  this  table }  Is  it  because  it  was  too 
weak  to  s^nd  alone?  I  do  not  affirm  that  this  was  the 
consideration  which  governed  those  who  had  it  in  charge; 
but,  now  and  forever,  I  protest  against  the  practice  of 
attaching  to  appropriations  tliat  are  deemed  indispensable, 
propositions  of  v^eak  or  doubtful  policy — of  making  a  nu- 
cleus of  what  almost  all  approve,  to  which  to  append  mea- 
sures that  cannot  sustain  themselves.  Are  we  thus  to 
proceed  forever? 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  take  a  retrospect,  and  see  what 
the  repsdr  of  this  Cumberland  road  has  cost  within  the 
seven  years  preceding  1830.  No  less  a  sum  than  one 
hundred  and  seventy,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  dollars. 

February  28.  1823,    -        -        -        .        $25,000 
March  25,  1826,         -        -        -        .  749 

March  2,  1827,  .        -        -        .  510 

March  2,     "  -        -        ...  30,000 

March  3,  1829,  ....         100,000 

May  31,  1830,  -        -        .        ,  15,000 

$171,259 


And  of  this  sum,  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  g^nted  the 
31st  day  of  May,  1830,  besides  two  smaller  sums  previous- 
ly given,  were  exti*acted  from  us  by  considerations  of 
humanity  for  the  contractor,  whose  expenditure  exceeded 
by  so  much  the  sum  pkced  at  his  disposal.  I  will  here 
remark  that  these  repairs  must  be  mo&t  injudiciously  con< 
ducted,  for  I  presume  tlie  grant  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  in  18^9,  must  have  been  made  on  some  friendly 
estimate;  and  yet,  after  it  has  been  expended  with  fifteen 
tliousand  dollars  more,  we  are  called  on  for  another  sum 
of  lik^  amount.  How  large  an  expenditure  within  so 
short  a  period!  More  than  one-tenth  of  what  the  road 
originally  cost,  and  almost  equal  to  one-fourth  of  what  it 
should  have  cost,  or  what  much  better  roads  have  been 
•"ncc  made  for;  and  yet  this  work  is  now  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  that  in  which  it  was  before  one  dollar  was 
expended  in  its  repair,  as  I  have  learned  from  the  best 
authority.  It  will  never  be  in  a  better  situation  for  the 
refusal  of  an  appropriation.  The  argument  of  tlie  neces- 
sity of  putting  it  in  thorough  repair,  before  you  collect 
tolls  upon  it,  will  be  always  in  your  way.  Let  those  who 
advocate  internal  improvements  consider  how  much  they 
put  the  whole  system  to  hazard  by  such  measures,  and  that 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment  will  be  fostering  and  che- 
risliing  this  road,  at  tlje  expense  of  other  sections  of  the 
couniiy  having  equal  claims  upon  the  notice  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Tl^e  fountain  will  afford  an  abundant  supply, 
and  the  stream  be  copious  and  strong,  diffusing  fertility 
and  exuberance  throughout  its  course,  provided  you  main- 
tain its  embankments,  and  preser>*e  thcm.<io  firm  and  hard 
tliat  the  water  cannot  waste  and  sink  through  fissures,  and 
escape  by  rivuletji;  but  if  voiu*  inattention  suffci-s  its  di- 
version at  various  points,  it  becomes  so  sluggish  and  weak 
as  to  be  unequal  to  the  purposes  which  it  would  otherwise 
answer.  So  if  the  trf:\sury  is  made  to  bleed  at  every 
pore,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  our  public  works,  the 
funds  which  migitt  be  adequate  to  tlie  embellishment  and 
JiTJgation  of  tiie  country  by  means  of  roads  and  canals, 
will,  perhaps,  be  unequal,  under  any  system  of  expendi- 
ture that  the  public  agents  have  heretofore  adopted,  to 
the  repair  of  those  which  have  been  made.  The  sums 
that  will  be  asked  for  preservation  would  make  much 
original  improvement,  if  judiciously  and  economically  ex- 
pended.    It  is  worthy  of  note,  tliuit  the  sum  granted  in 


1829,  and  that  now  asked,  are  severailly  larger  than  any 
appropriation  for  the  construction  of  this  road  between 
1806,  when  it  was  first  authorized,  and  1813.  They  are 
as  follows: 

March  29,  1806,        ....        $30,000 
February  14,  1810,    -        -        -        .  60,000 

March  3,  1811,  ....  50,000 

May  6,  1812, 30,000 

Nay,  sir,  they  are  each  larger  than  tlie  sum  provided 
by  the  very  bill  to  which  this  amendment  is  proposed,  for 
the  continuation  of  this  road  in  Indiana — ^larger  than  tliat 
proposed  for  the  same  purpose  in  Illinois,  and  equalito  the 
sum  named  for  Ohio,  west  of  Zanesville,  as  appears  by 
the  following  abstract  of  its  provisions: 

For  Indiana, $60,000 

Fpr  Illinois, 60,000 

WestofZanesville,  ....  100,000 
Let  us,  tlien,  at  once,  refuse  this  appropriation,  and  au- 
thorize the  erection  of  gates  to  collect  toll,  for  present 
and  future  repair;  thus  shall  we  oblige  those  who  use  the 
road  to  preserve  it — economize  funds  for  other,  and,  if 
not  equally  valuable,  certainly  very  valuable  and  desirable 
improvements,  and  retain  for  the  system  the  strength  and 
support  of  public  opinion.  Is  this  unjust  to  those  who 
are  specially  interested  in  the  road  or  use  it  ?  Is  there  any 
other  facility  for  travel  or  transportation  in  the  country,  that 
is  not  so  burdened,  and  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  will 
be  required  here?  How  are  your  State  or  corporation 
roads  and  canals  supported?  By  tolls,  which  must  be  so 
high  as  not  only  to  preserve  and  repair,  but  to  furnish 
funds  for  the  payment  of  dividends  to  stockholders,  or  the 
interest  of  money  borrowed  for  their  construction.  Here 
all  tliat  is  required  is  to  repair;  and  a  reasonable  toll  will 
repair  present  dilapidations,  and  be  equal  to  future  pre- 
servation. To  this  you  must  come;  you  had  better  do  it 
now.  Pursue  the  course  I  advise,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
other  reasons  that  abundantly  justify  the  step,  you  will  do 
justice  to  the  public  and  private  avenues  to  the  West  that 
come  into  competition  with  tliis  road.  Tiiey  are  compel- 
led to  collect  heavy  tolls,  and  enter  into  a  very  tniequal 
struggle  with  this  favorite,  and  perhaps  deservedly  favor- 
tte  structure,  which  so  far  has  been  free  of  charge. 

Sir,  a  persistance  in  this  course  will  not  only  paralyze 
and  ultimately  check  improvement  by  United  States'  means, 
but  its  tendency  is  to  discourage  private  and  Stale  eflbrt 
for  the  extension  of  those  communications  which  add  so 
much  to  the  beauty,  so  miich  augment  the  strength,  and 
multiply  the  resources  of  any  country.  Can  corporatioiis 
or  joint  stock  companies  invest  their  moneys  in  enterprises 
which  must  compete  for  business  and  use  with  tliose  that 
are  regulated  on  the  free  trade  plan?  Can  States  even, 
in  the  ordinary  condition  of  their  revenues,  engiii^-e  in  the 
constructing  of  roads  and  canals  without  reckoning  upon 
interest  for  the  sums  so  embarked?  And  what  hope  can 
they  have  of  its  receipt,  if  the  United  States  shall  continue 
to  lay  down  as  good,  perhaps  better,  means  of  intercourse, 
to  which  resort  can  be  had  without  expense.  Justice, 
then,  to  States,  to  corporate  bodies,  and  to  individual  in- 
terests, calls  upon  you  to  cliange  your  course.  Stiail  my 
money  be  taken  to  construct  a  road  tliat  may  be  worn-out 
free  of  charge,  to  the  destruction  of  an  investment  that  I 
have  made  elsewhere  under  State  permission?  Ucfuse  a 
further  g^ant  of  money  {  erect,  or  allow  to  be  erected,  toll 
gates,  and  you  will  thus  aid  the  great  cause  of  uiternal  im- 
provement,  and  preserve  for  it  the  only  foundation  on 
which  it  can  long  rest — tlie  favorable  opmion  of  our  con- 
stituents; you  will  at  least  not  throw  any  obstacUs  in  the 
way  of  enterprise  from  other  quarters,  and  will  act  justly 
by  those  exertions  which  have  been  successfully  made 
eUewbere. 

I  again  entreat  the  House  to  pause  and  reflect  before 
this  appropriation  for  repair  is  gpranted.  I'liose  honora- 
ble gentlemen  who  favor  the  improvement  of  tlic  country 
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may  rest  assured  that  if  this  wasteful  course  Is  persevered 
in,  this  eternal  drain  upon  the  treasury,  it  trill  go  further 
and  faster  to  undermine  this  now  favorite  policy,  than  any 
thing  else  which  can  be  said  or  done.  One  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  granted  the  session  before  the  last,  on  a  con- 
dition, at  least  so  understood  by  many,  that  more  would 
not  be  again  asked — expended  with  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars more,  paid  by  us  in  May  last — and  now  we  are,  and 
last  year  were,  importuned  for  another  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  road,  first  and  last,  has  cost  a  prodi- 
gious  sum  of  money,  as  is  shown  by  the  exhibit  submitted. 
The  road  from  Cumberland  to  Wheel- 
ing cost,  -  -  -  -  -  11,702,395  63 
Surveys  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 

Illinois,   .        .        -        .    20,000  00 
Road  in  same  States,  -        -  945,000  00 

965,000  00 

Bill  of  this  session  provides 
For  Illinois,         -        -        .    60,000  00 
For  Indiana,        ...    60,000  00 
West  of  Zanesville,     •        -  100,000  00 
Repairs  during  1830,  -         950  00 


220,950  00 


Besides  some  two  or  three  thousand 
dollars  fur  further  rq>air8,  which  I  can- 
not note  parCicularly,  as  I  have  not  the 
bill  before  me. 
Repairs  since  1823,  east  of  Wheeling, 


$2,888,345  63 


171,259  00 


$3,059,604  63 


Besides  which,  it  is  estimated  that  the  expense  of  it' 
contemplated  construction  ft>om  Vandalia,  in  Illinois,  to 
JefTerson,  in  Missouri,  will  be  one  million  of  dollars. 

To  the  appropriations  for  making  roads,  that  are  pro- 
per objects  for  General  Government  effort,  I  go  cheerfully 
and  willingly,  though  I  do  not  always  think  that  the  mo- 
ney is  prudentlpr  or  economically  expended.  Upon  this 
system  of  repair,  I  will  not  enter  at  all.  For  any  consti- 
tutional method  of  rainng  toll,  preferring  one  mode  to 
another,  but  preferring  any  to  none,  I  will  vote;  but  I  can- 
not consent  to  wither  a  system  so  exuberant  with  good — 
to  dry  up  a  fountain,  whose  waters,  if  not  scattered  and 
thrown  upon  the  ground  where  they  cannot  be  gathered, 
are  sufficient  to  refresh  and  invigorate  us  all.  In  one 
word,  I  will  not  aid  this  lavish  expen<Uture  of  money — 
this  squandering  of  it,  might  I  not  saj,  upon  a  single  object, 
to  the  exclusion  of  others  rec^uinng,  perhaps  not  m  so 
great  a  degree,  but  still  requiring  tKe  assistance  of  the 
Government.  This  subject  migtit  be  pursued  at  great 
length,  but  I  have  too  much  respect  for  the  House,  and  I 
will  add,  too  much  self-respect,  on  this  the  last  business  day 
of  the  session,  to  obtrude  myself  further  upon  its  notice. 

Mr.  McCREERY,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that  although 
he  would,  under  different  circumstances,  feel  himself 
bound  to  take  notice  of  some  of  the  arguments  of  his  friend 
and  colleague,  [Mr.  CRAwronn,]  yet  ne  could  assure  the 
House  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  a  speech.  He  said 
that  he  would  merely  observe  that,  unless  the  appropria- 
tion now  asked  for  be  granted,  the  road  would  inevitably 
go  to  ruin;  and  the  only  question  to  be  determined  was, 
whether  it  was  tlic  true  policy  of  the  Government  to  grant 
an  appropriation  to  repair  the  road,  and  adopt  some  mea- 
sure for  its  permanent  preservation,  or  to  abandon  this 
great  national  work,  and  lose  all  that  has  been  heretofore 
expended,  and  thus  deprive  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  all  the  advantages  contemplated  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road.  He  said  he  was  sorry  that  his  colleague 
had  considered  it  his  duty  to  oppose  this  appropriation. 
He  would  not  say  that  he  was  influenced  by  any  consider- 
ations of  Interest  which  he  may  have  in  a  certain  road  in 


Pennsylvania*  for  he  could  not  believe  that  any  member 
of  Congress  would  be  actuated  by  such  selfish  principles{ 
yet  it  was  somewhat  strange  that  the  only  oppontion  in 
Pennsylvania  came  from  that  quarter.  It  was  not  for  him, 
he  said,  to  |pve  the  reason  i  he  presumed  the  gentleman 
had  one,  satisfactory  to  himself.     He  said  bis  colleague  k^ 

f)eared  to  be  in  favor  of  erecting  gates;  but  he  would  ask 
lim,  what  would  be  the  use  of  gates  on  a  road  that  could 
not  be  travelled?  And  unless  an  appropriation  ibouldbe 
now  made,  that  would  be  the  case  with  this  road  ins &hort 
time.  Those  who  feel  an  immediate  interest  in  the  nnd 
do  not  object  to  gates*  and  the  collection  of  so  much  toQ 
as  will  keep  the  road  in  repair  in  future;  but  until  it  is  im- 
provedt  toll  could  not  be  collected,  were  gates  now  od 
the  road.  By  refufflng*  tiie  appropriation,  you  deprive  us 
of  the  only  means  led  of  preserving  the  road  in  future. 
He  begged  of  the  House  to  consider  the  ntuation  in  which 
this  part  of  the  Cumberland  road  was  placed;  it  was  locked 
up  from  the  respective  States,  in  the  bands  of  the  Gene* 
ral  Government;  so  that  if  the  States  through  which  it 
passes  were  disposed  to  repair  it,  they  have  not  the  power. 
All  we  ask  is,  that  the  Genera]  Government  put  the  road 
in  such  repair  as  will  justify  the  collection  of  toll,  and  we 
iiave  no  objection  to  making  the  travel  keep  it  in  repair 
in  future.  He  said  that  he  had  promised  that  he  would 
not  detain  the  House  with  a  speech;  and  he  would  ooly 
express  a  hope  that  the  House  would  not  deprive  the  pub- 
lic of  this  useful  and  important  road,  but  would  grant  the 
small  sum  now  asked  for,  which  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  preserve  the  road  from  utter  ruin. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  House. 


Wbditssdat,  March  3. 

Mr.  POTTER,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  rules 
of  tlie  House,  reported  a  resolution  directing  the  arrange- 
ment and  printing  of  the  existing  rules,  and  the  desigm- 
tion  of  such  as  clash  with  each  other.  To  tliis  >Ir.  M£R- 
C;ER  proposed  an  amendment,  which  went  to  modify  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  be 
put  without  (as  at  present)  excluding  all  pending  amend- 
ments; but  the  report  and  amendment  were,  on  inotioo 
of  Mr.  CONDICT,  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE  proceeded  with  his  speech  on  the  s^ 
bill  till  he  was  arrested  by  the  expiration  of  the  allotted 
hour,  aud  an  additional  half  hour  allowed  by  a  vote  of  the 
House. 

[Mr.  RENCHER  was  opposed  to  the  suspenaon  of  the 
rule  at  this  late  hour  of  the  session.  There  was  no  posa- 
bility  of  legislating  on  the  subject  at  this  session,  and  the 
only  object  of  discussion  at  this  time  was  to  produce  effect 
elsewhere.  He,  therefore,  hoped,  if  the  House  should 
agree  to  suspend  the  rule,  it  would  be  an  indefinite  sus- 
pension for  a  general  discussion,  and  not  for  the  sccomnio- 
dation  of  any  one  member.  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  be«i 
very  anxious  to  embark  in  this  debate,  and  should  now  be 

?^Lid  of  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  arginnent  of  w 
Hend  from  Louisiana,  if  he  could  do  so  without  ^^^ 
aade,  and  thereby  sacrificing,  important  measures  twa 
were  pressing  upon  the  attention  or  the  House.  Tlie  rule 
was  suspended,  however,  and  Mr.  Whiti  concluded  his 
speech,  the  whole  of  which  is  embodied  in  the  preceding 
pages.] 

THE  CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
This  bill  coming  up,  Mr.  IRWIN,  of  Penns)lninia,  re- 
newed the  motion  he  onade  yestenlay  in  committee,  to  add 
a  section  appropriating  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  fat 
the  repair  or  the  road  east  of  Wheeling.  He  supported 
his  motion  by  a  shoK  speech  explaining  the  facts  of  tbe 
case,  and  adverting  to  tiic  new  policy  adopted  by  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania  for  tlie  preservation  of  the  road  by  the  erec- 
tion of  toll  gates. 
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The  amendment  was  again  opposed  by  Mr.  CRAWFORD . 

Mr.  LETCHER  explained  in  reply — ^briefly  urging 
that,  unless  the  road  was  to  be  abandoned,  the  amendment 
roust  prevail.  The  same  ground  was  taken  by  Mr.  Mc- 
CREERY,  to  whom  Mr.  DENNY  repliedj  when  the 
amendment  was  rejected — yeas  53,  nays  94. 

Mr.  PETITS'S  amendment,  proponng  $10,000  for  ex- 
tending  the  road  west  of  Vandalia,  shared  the  same  fate; 
as  did  another  offered  by  Mr.  DUNCAN,  proposing 
$5,000  for  a  different  route  in  the  same  quarter,  by  the 
intervention  of  ^e  previous  question,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
POLK. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  readings — ^yeas  78, 
nays  67$  and  was  subsequently  passed  by  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  89,  nays  66. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VERPLANCK,  the  House  agreed  to 
the  request  of  the  Senate  for  a  conference  on  the  general 
appropriation  bill;  and  Messrs.  YsspLAircK,  Whitk,  of 
New  York,  Spbkcsr,  of  New  York,  Watks,  and  Drat- 
TOY,  were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

CHOCTAW  TREATY. 

The  military  appropriation  bill  was  next  conndered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  CoirvicT  in  the  chair. 

The  amendment  which  went  to  appropriate  $80,000^  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Choctaw  treaty,  out  of  the  treasury, 
and  not  out  of  the  sum  of  $500,000  appropriated  by  tne 
Indian  bill  of  last  year,  being  read, 

Mr.  BELL  explained,  and  strenuously  advocated  the 
amendment,  answering  several  queries  of  Mr.  ViirToir,  in 
relation  to  the  expenditure  of  part  of  the  appropriation  of 
last  year. 

Mr.  ELLSWORTH  opposed  the  amendment,  insisting 
that  the  $500,000  of  last  year  was  intended  to  cover  the 
expenses  included  in  this  sum. 

Mr.  STORRS  took  similar  ground,  and  quoted  the  In- 
dian bill  in  suppoK  of  his  position,  comparing  the  treat- 
ment of  the  House  by  the  Executive  to  the  chad's  play  of 
•*  shut  your  eyes  and  open  your  mouth-" 

Mr.  POLK  replied,  contending  that  tlie  House  had 
abundant  light,  and  insisting  that  the  objects  of  this  ap- 
propriation never  were  contemplated  when  the  $500,000 
were  granted  by  the  bill  of  last  year. 

BIr.  ilUNlTNGTON  further  quoted  the  law,  and  ar- 
gued to  show  that  the  objects  now  proposed  might  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  sum  in  that  law;  and  whetlier  or  not, 
the  House  might  now  so  direct. 

Mr.  RURGES  earnestly  argued  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  WICKLIFFE  advised  that  no  reply  be  made,  as  the 
speeches  would  avail  nothing,  save  for  political  effect. 

Mr.  BELL  replied,  insisting  on  the  distinct  character 
of  the  objects  now  a^ed  for;  arguing,  with  great  warmth, 
to  show  tliat  the  President  would  have  violated  the  act  of 
1^  session  if  lie  had  applied  the  money  then  given  him  to 
the  objects  of  education,  fitrmtng  utensils,  rifles,  council 
houses,  &c.  comprised  in  the  present  appropriation,  and 
then  the  gentleman  would  have  taken  opposite  ground, 
and  cried  out  autocracy,  &c.,  and  repelling  the  ideas  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  BimeBs,  that  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  the 
President  was  to  be  reserved  as  a  treasure  for  bribery. 

Mr.  STORRS  replied,  and  explained. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  remonstrated  against  the  consump- 
tion of  time  in  this  debate. 

Mr.  WILDE  demanded  the  question,  and  threatened 
A  full  discussion  should  the  debate  be  further  pursued. 

The  question  was  taken  accordingly,  and  decided  in  the 
afHrmative — ^yeas  93;  so  the  House  concurred,  and  the 
clause  was  stricken  out  which  takes  the  $80,000  out  of  the 
$500,000  of  last  year. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  next  bill  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
that  for  fortifications^     The  Senate's  amendment,  which 


eives  $300,000  instead  of  $100,000  towards  arming  the 
forts,  was  advocated  by  Mr.  DRAYTON. 

Mr.  YANCEY  opposed  the  amendment,  as  did  Mr. 
REED,  on  the  gpround  that  the  contracts  were  unfavora- 
ble, and  the  ordnance  might  be  furnished  thirty  per  cent, 
cheaper;  and  Mr.  TUCKER,  on  constitutional  grounds. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS  inquired  if  the  contracts  were  advertised 
for.  Mr.  REED  stated  there  was  a  monopoly.  Mr. 
DRAYTON  dissented  from  this  statement;  when,  the 
question  bein^  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills.  On 
concurring  with  the  committee  on  the  disputed  amend- 
ments to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  Mr.  ELLS- 
WORTH demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which,  being  or- 
dered, stood — yeas  92,  nays  72. 

So  the  House  concurred,  and  the  clause  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  VERPLANCK,  from  the  committee  of  conference, 
reported  a  unanimous  agreement  of  that  committee  in 
the  following  compromise:  to  strike  out  all  the  specifics- 
tions  of  items  of  expense  of  the  neeotiation  with  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  and  inserting  the  following  in  lieu  thereof: 
•*  For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  in 
addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  herein- 
after appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars." 
Tliis  report  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  House  then  adjourned  to  half  past  six  o'clock 
this  evening. 

xvsiriira  ssssioir. 

TRADE  TO  DANISH  ISLANDS. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  message  from  the  Pre 
sident  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Danish  minister  and  the  Secretary  of 
State,  concerning  the  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  bland  of  St.  Croix,  made  the  following  re- 
port; which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table: 

"The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  which  was  referred 
the  correspondence  between  the  Danish  minister  and  the 
Secretary  of  State,  conoerning  the  commerce  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  with  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  make  the  following 
report: 

*'  The  Danish  minister  represents  that  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  tlie  United  States  have  been  uniformly 
admitted  into  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  without  duty,  or  at 
very  moderate  rates,  and  that  the  vessels  of  other  coun- 
tries have  been  excluded.  The  navigation  of  the  United 
States  has  been  permitted  by  Denmark  to  enjoy  the  almost 
entire  monopoly  of  her  colonial  commerce.  While  thi.t 
Government  has  extended  to  us  these  advantages,  the 
Danish  minister  complains  that  we  have  augmented  our 
duties  upon  the  produce  of  the  ibland  of  St.  Croix,  so 
much  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  planter  to  pay  for 
his  supplies;  and  that  unless  some  change  should  be  made, 
the  conunerce  of  that  island  must,  of  necessity,  be  driven 
into  some  other  channel. 

••  The  committee  have  also  before  them  a  memorial  of 
American  citizens,  interested  directly  and  indirectly  in 
the  plantations  of  St.  Croix,  sustaining  the  representation 
of  the  Danish  minister.  To  revive  tiiis  branch  of  com- 
merce, the*  minister  proposed  certain  commercial  arrange- 
ments, which  were  declined  by  the  President,  as  they  were 
founded  upon  concesmons  of  an  exclusive  character.  At 
the  request  of  the  minister,  the  correspondence  wasrefei- 
red  to  Congress. 

'*  The  following  proposals  were  offered  by  Denmark: 

1.  •*  That,  in  the  intercourse  of  the  island  of  St.  Croix 
with  foreign  countries  beyond  the  West  Indian  seas,  no  fo- 
reign sliips  buttliose  of  tiie  United  States  sliail  be  admiited 
to  an  entry  at  the  custom-houses  of  the  island,  nor  sufi'ercd 
to  export  produce  thence;  (the  whole  trade  of  the  ishind 
will  thus  be  reserved  to  the  Danish  and  American  flags. } 

2.  <*  That  Indian  corn  and  Indian  corn  meal,  imported 
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into  the  island  of  St.  Croix  from  the  United  States*  ahall 
be  subject  to  no  duty  whatever;  (this  article  amounts  to 
nearly  twenty  thousand  puncheons  annually;)  and 

3.  **  That  all  other  articles,  without  any  limitation 
wliutever*  shall  be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  island 
of  St.  Croix  from  the  United  States,  subject  to  such  duties 
only  as  by  this  aiTang-ement  shall  be  agreed  upon,  and 
which  shall  not  exceed  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  cer- 
tain articles,  considered  necessaries,  or  of  general  use  and 
consumption,  as  flour,  salted  provisions  of  any  kind,  but- 
ter,  cheese,  tallow,  candles,  fisli  oil,  oil  of  turpentine, 
live  stock,  and  horses,  staves,  hoops,  headings,  shingles, 
boards  and  deals  of  all  descriptions,  and  all  sorts  of  manu- 
factured goods  of  tlie  coarser  kind,  whether  made  from 
wood,  metals,  wool,  or  cotton,  and  not  exceeding  ten  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  otlier  articles  coming  more  pro- 
perly under  the  denomination  of  luxuries,  as  furnitures, 
carriages,  gigs,  &c. 

**  The  concessions  were,  however,  proposed  only  upon 
condition  that  tlie  United  States  would  also  concede  ex- 
clusive advantages  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  St. 
Croix,  including  a  pi'ovision  that  the  produce  of  that  island 
siiould  be  admitted  into  this  country  at  lower  rates  of  duty 
than  might  be  levied  upon  similar,  productions  of  other 
countries. 

**  The  friendly  policy  of  Denmtirk,'  and  the  recent 
manifestation  of  her  justice  towards  this  country,  should 
recommend  any  proposition  of  hers  to  our  most  favorable 
consideration.  But  with  every  disposition  to  receive  these 
proposals  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  hberality,  the  committee 
discover  too  many  and  substantia  objections  to  any  ar- 
rangement of  the  character  proposed.  It  has  always  been 
our  wise  policy  to  offer  equal  commercial  advantages  to 
all  nations,  and  to  entangle  ourselves  with  no  embarrass- 
ing arrangements  vnxYi  any  country;  granting  privileges 
denied  to  other  countries,  and  establishing  disciHrninating 
duties  in  favor  of  the  productions  of  pai'ticular  nations, 
which  are  not  offered  to  all.  The  committee  deem  it  im- 
politic to  enter  into  any  exclusive  arrangements,  even 
were  they  not  restrained  from  recommending  any  such 
measure,  by  our  obligations  to  otlier  nations.  Our  duties 
on  the  productions  of  St.  Croix  are  undoubtedly  too  high  to 
admit  of  a  mutually  profitable  exchange  in  our  commerce 
with  that  island.  We  may,  however,  indulge  the  hope 
tliat  some  modification  of  our  imposts  may  follow  the  re- 
demption of  our  public  debt,  which  will  be  more  favorable 
to  the  productions  of  an  island  which,  from  its  vicinity  to 
our  continent,  may  be  almost  consrdervd  a  commercial  ap- 
pendage of  the  United  States.  But  whatever  measure  we 
may  adopt,  should  be  of  a  general  character,  operating 
with  a  just  equality  on  our  commerce  with  all  nations. 
The  committee,  therefore,  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  correspondence." 

IMPORTERS  OF  SALT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt,"  when  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  McDUFFIE  to  strike  out  the  second  and  third 
sections  of  the  said  bill;  which  motion  he  subsequently 
withdrew. 

A  motion  was  tlien  made  by  Mr.  MILLER  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  in  the  second  section  thereof, 
these  words:  *<  And  which  still  remains  unsold  by  the  im- 
porter or  importers  tlicreof;"  so  as  that  salt  which  has 
been  put  into  custom-house  stores,  under  tlie  bond  of  the 
importer,  and  remained  under  the  control  of  oflicers  of 
the  customs  on  the  3 1st  December,  1830,  and  wliich  still 
remains  unsold  by  the  importer  or  importers  thereof, 
shall  be  subject  to  no  higher  duty  than  if  the  same  were 
imported  after  theSlst  December,  1830. 

And,  after  debate  on  this  amendment,  it  was. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHUTLESEY, 


Ordered,  That  the  «aid  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bUl 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  <'  An  act  supplementary  to  ta 
act  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the 
pubhc  lands,  approved  the  29th  day  of  May,  1830;"  and, 
after  debate  on  an  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  on  tlie  Public  Lands,  it  was. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  HUNT, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Subsequently  Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  reconsider  this  dt- 
der;  which  motion  to  reconader  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  *<  An  act  supplementurj' to  tlie 
several  Uwt  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands;"  and,  afler 
debate  on  the  said  bill,  it  was. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Several  other  bills  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  many 
otliers  passed  and  disposed  of  in  diflerent  ways. 

SUSPENSION  OF  RULE. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON,  front  the  Joint  Committee  on  En- 
rolled  Bills,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

liesolved  by  the  Senate  and  jSause  of  Repretenicdim, 
That  the  17th  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  wbich  de- 
clares that  <*  no  bill  or  resolution  that  shall  have  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  tlie  Senate  shall  bepR- 
sentedto  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  ap- 
probation on  the  last  day  of  the  session,"  be  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER  (Mr.  McDurna  at  tliistime  officiating) 
decided  that  under  the  rules  of  the  House  it  was  not  in 
order  for  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Rills  to  make  report 
at  this  period  of  the  day  of  any  matter,  except  the  exami- 
nation and  presentation  of  enrolled  bills. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  appealed  from  this  deciMon,  on 
the  ground  that,  by  the  105th  rule  of  the  House,  it  b  de- 
clared that  ''it  shall  be  in  order  for  tlie  Committee  oa 
Enrolled  Bilb  to  report  at  any  time." 

And  the  question  was  put,  witliout  debate,  on  the  ap- 
peal, when  the  Sfbakxr's  decision  was  affirmed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  rebate 
the  foreign  ai\d  coasting  trade  on  the  Northern  and  North- 
western frontiers  of  the  United  States,  was  read,  and 
adopted. 

[  rhe  amendment  of  the  Senate  extends  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  to  the  trade  on  the  Northeastern  frontier  of  the 
United  Stales.] 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  representalivei 
of  Thomas  Worthington  came  up;  and  upon  Uiis  bill  a 
long  and  animated  debate  arose.  It  was  principally  op- 
posed by  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  of  Connecticut,  and  ad^o- 
cated  by  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Georgia. 

It  was  finally  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by  yeai 
and  nays — ^yeas  55,  nays  52.  , 

The'bill  was  then,  accordingly,  read  the  third  time,  and 
tlie  question  was  stated  from  the  Chair,  that  it  do  pas*- 

Upon  this  question  the  debate  was  again  renewed  »«« 
great  eaniestness,  between  Mr.  ELLSWORTH  and  Mr- 
FOSTER.  Mr.  CREIGHTON  also  earnesUy  adrocated 
the  bill.  It  was  opposed  also  by  Mr.  WlCKLlFFEaiw 
Mr.  CHILTON,  tlie  latter  of  whom  moved  that  the  bill  d« 
laid  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  lost — ^}eas52,  nays  57. 

The  debate  was  again  resumed?  during  the  course  d 
which  it  was  suggested  that  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,acaUo' 
the  House  was  ordered;  and  the  roll  iiaving  been  caij^^ 
one  hundred  and  tliirteen  members  answered  to  tfetir 
names,  wliich  being  more  tliaii  a  quorum,  furtlier  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  were  dispensed  witli. 

And  some  gentleman  having  announced  that  the  Sew 
liad  adjourned,  . 

The  House  tlien  also  adjourned  at  half  past  thrt* 
o'clock  in  the  night,  between  the  2d  and  3d  of  Maich. 
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After  sundry  reports, 

Mr.  D  WIGHT  mored  th«  foUowinp  resdhition,  viz. 

MoBohed,  That  the  17th  joint  rule  be  fluspended,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  so  &r  as  to  allow  the  bilb 
of  this  House,  which  were  pawed  or  acted  upon  yester- 
day»  as  also  the  bill  making  appropriations  tot  building 
lighthouses,  lightboats,  beacons,  monuments,  and  plac» 
ine*  buoys,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Percis  Lovely,  and  the 
bill  from  the.  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre* 
sentatives  of  Thomas  Worthington,  deceased,  to  be  fiittUy 
acted  upon,  and  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United 
StAtes. 

This  resolution  was  read,  when  a  message  was  received 
from  the  Senate,  notifying  the  House  of  the  passage  by 
the  Senate  of  a  resolution  of  nmilar  import^  and  asking 
concurrence. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

And  then  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
entitled  <'  An  act  making  appropriations  for  buildhtg  light- 
housr#  lightboats,  beacons,  monuments,  and  for  placing 
buovB;"  and 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 'the  bill  entitled 
**  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Percis  Lordy,"  were  read,  and, 
being  considered  in  Committee%>f  the  Wh<de  *  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  POLE,  that  the  rule  of  the 
House  which  allots  one  hour  for  the  making  reports  and 
the  presentation  of  resolutions,  be  suspended  ror  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

And  the  question  being  put,  two4hirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  did  not  yote  in  tne  affirmative,  and  the  ques> 
tion  was  therefore  decided  in  the  negmtive. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  CARSON  rose  (Mr.  McDurrix  temporarily  occu 
pying  the  chair^  and  said,  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives 
of  the  twenty-first  Congress  had  met  for  tne  last  time; 
and  when  we  separate  to-day,  said  he,  many  of  us  will 
have  parted  to  meet  no  more  forever.  My  heart  admon- 
ishes me  that  this  is  a  fit  occasion  for  us  to  offer  up  all  our 
animosities  upon  the  altar  of  peace,  kindness,  and  g^ood 
will.  In  rising,  sir,  to  perform  a  last  act  of  legi^ative  duty 
upon  this  occasion,  I  ao  it  the  more  willingly,  and  with  the 
more  pleasure,  because,  while  it  is  an  act  of  justice,  it  is 
an  act  of  friendship. 

I  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  resolution,  which 
I  hope  will  be  unanimously  received  and  adopted: 

FUsohetd^  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented 
to  the  honorable  Ahdbsw  Srsvavsoir,  Speaker,  for  the 
iignity,  impartiality,  promptitude,  and  ability,  with  which 
t&e  has  dlscoarged  the  duties  of  the  chair  ^uing  the  pre- 
sent session. 

RAISING  OF  SILK. 

Mr.  SPENCER,  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
o  which  was  referred  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  from  Count 
b^ontaniellere,  of  Paris,  accompanied  with  a  translation  of 
L  treatise  by  Count  Dandalo,  on  the  art  of  cuhivating  the 
nulberry,  by  Count  Vevu,  and  also  observations  by  Count 
?ontanieIlere  on  two  different  varieties  of  mulberries,  by 
eave  of  the  House  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Hesolwd,  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  answer,  in 
lehalf  of  the  House,  the  aforesud  letter,  and  to  express 
he  acknowledgments  of  the  House  for  this  manifestation 
ff  the  interest  taken  by  distinguished  foreigners  in  the 
re  1  fare  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
aid  books  be  placed  m  the  public  libraiy. 

Xhe  said  resolution  was  read. 

And  on  the  question.  Will  the  House  agree  tiiereto.^   ^ 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
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SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enaUe  bim 
to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Euohed,  That  the  Prendent  of  ^e  United  States  be 
requested  to  renew  and  to  prosecute  from  time  to  time 
sucb  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of 
Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for  the 
effectual  abolition  of  the  Afincan  slave  trade,  and  its  ulti- 
mate denunciation,  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations^  by 
the  consent  of  the  dvilized  world. 

And  on  the  question  sbdH  the  rule  be  suspended. 

It  passed  in  tne  affirmative — ^yeas  108,  nays  36. 

llie  sud  resolution  was  then  received;  and,  alter  debate 
thereon, 

The  previous  q^uestion  was  moved  by  Mr.  POLK;  and 
being  demanded  oy  a  majority  of  the  members  nresent. 

The  said  previous  question  was  put,  viz.  Snail  the 
mun  Question  be  now  put? 

Ana  passed  in  the  amrmative. 

The  main  question  was  then  pat,  vis.  Will  the  House 
agree  to  the  said  resolution? 

And  pasMd  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

TEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Arnold,  Bailey, 
Barber,  Barringer,  Bates,  Beekman,  Bockee,  Borst, 
Brodhcnd,  Burge%  Butman,  Cahoon,  Campbell,  Childs^ 
Condict,  Cooper,  Coulter,  Cowles,  Craig,  Crane,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crocheron,  Crowninshield,  Davenport, 
John  Davis,  Denny,  De  Witt,  Dickinson,  Draper,  Dray" 
ton,  Dwight,  Eager,  Earll,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans^ 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Findlay,  Finch,  Fry« 
Gilmore,  Grennell,  Halsey,  Hammons,  Harvey«  Hawkins^ 
Hemphill,  Hodges,  Holland,  Hoffinan,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hun^  Huntington,  Ibrie,  Thomas  Irwm,  Jarvis,  Johns,  B. 
M.  Johnson,  Kendall,  Kmeaid,  Perkins  King,  Adam  King, 
Leavitt,  Lecompte,  Leiper,  Letcher,  Lyon,  Magee,  Mar- 
tindale,  McCreery,  McDuAe,  Hercer,  Miller,  Mitcbtll, 
Muhlenberg,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Ramsey,  Reed,  Richardson, 
Rose,  8cl>tt,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  ShieUs^ 
Semmes,  Sill,  Smith,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Itichard  Spen- 
cer, Stanbery,  Sterigere,  William  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  8a- 
tberbuid.  Swift,  Tshaferfo,  Taylor,  Test,  John  Thomson, 
Tracy,  Tucker,  Vance,  Vamum,  Verplanck,  Vmton, 
Washington,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  P.  White,  Edward 
D.  White,  Williams,  Wilson,  Younr.— 118. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baroou^  Bamwel],  Jamee 
Blair,  Bouldin,  Carson,  Daniel,  W.  R.  Davis,  Desha, 
Dudley,  Foster,  Gaither,  Hall,  Havnes,  Hinds,  C.  John- 
son, Lamar,  Lea,  Loyall,  Nuckolls,  Overton,  Patton, 
Polk,  Potter,  Reneher,  Roane,  Speight,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, Trezvant,  Wickliffe,  Wilde,  Yancey 32. 

So  the  resolve  was  a^eed  to. 

The  House  then  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entiUed  •'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  executors  of  Thomas  Worthington,  deceasedi** 
and  aAer  a  warm  and  animated  discussion,  in  which  M^. 
FOSTER,  of  Georips,  and  Mr.  ELLSWORTH,  of  Con- 
ftecticut,  bore  the  principal  part  for  and  agidnst  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put.  Shall  tiie  bill  pass?  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  nude  by  Mr.  SPENCER,  of  New  York, 
that  the  rule  be  suspended,  to  enable  him  to  submit  a  re- 
solution authorizing  a  renewal  of  the  subscription  to 
Gales  and  Seaton's  Register  of  Debates. 

TREATY  WITH  AUSTRIA. 

A  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  1^  Mr.  Donelson,  his  private  Secre- 
tary, viz. 

ThiheBnue  of  RepnaaOaiiMt  of  ike  IMUd  StaUoi 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  treaty  of  commerce  and 
navigation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  concluded  in  this  city  on  the  38th  March,  1830, 
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the  ratifications  of  which  were  exchanged  on  the  10th  of 
Februaiy  last. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WASBXEroTOiry  3£arch  2, 1831. 

The  message  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  sundry  commu- 
nications from  the  Executive  Departments. 
And  then*  being  half  past  three  o'clock  P.  M, 
The  House  took  a  recess  until  tax  o'clock  P.  M. 

SIX  o'clock,  p.  X. 

The  House  resumed  its  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DWIGHT, 

Ruotoed,  That  a  committee  be  appmnted  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  to  be  joined  by  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  notify  him  that,  unless' he  may  have 
further  communications  to  make,  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, having  completed  the  buriness  before  them,  are 
ready  to  close  the  present  session  hy  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  and  Mr.  Roaxb  were  appointed  of  the 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  tlus  House.    Soon  after, 

Mr.  DWIGHT,  from  the  said  joint  committee,  reported 
that  the  coounittee  had*  according  to  order,  waited  on 
the  President,  and  made  the  communication  to  him$  and 
that  the  President  answered  that  he  had  no  further  com- 
munications to  make  to  either  House  of  Congress. 

It  was  then 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  notify 
that  body  that  this  House,  having  completed  the  business 
before  it,  is  now  ready  to  close  &e  present  session  by  an 
adjournment,  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  said  message. 

The  Clerk  having  delivered  sud  message,  and  bdng  re- 
turned, a  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  by  Mr. 
Lowrie^  their  Secretary,  notifying  the  House  that  the 
Senate,  having  completed  th^  legislative  business  before 
it,  is  now  reaidy  to  close  the  present  session  of  Congress 
by  an  adjournment. 

Thereupon, 

The  SPEAKER  rose  from  hia  chair,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

GvsTiMCKBi  I  receive  with  sentiments  of  profound  re- 
spect'and  grateful  feeling  the  renewed  expression  of  jour 
approbation  and  confidence  in  my  administration  of  the 
arduous  duties  of  this  high  office.  The  character  and 
power  of  this  House;  the  rank  wUch  it  holds  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world;  the  defep  and  abiding  confidence  of  the 


nation  in  the  intelligence,  virtue,  and  t>atrio^^  of  its 
Representatives,  must  ever  render  the  approbation  or 
censure  of  this  House  a  matter  of  no  ordimuy  importance 
to  those  who  fill  high  places  of  public  trust  and  confidence. 
This  station,  justly  esteemed  among  the  first  in  distinction 
and  honor,  has  UMrays  been  regarded  not  only  as  one  of 
elevated  character,  but  of  severe  responability  andbbor, 
and  of-  extreme  ddicacy.  In  discharging  its  arduous  and 
multifarious  duties^  no  man  can  hope  to  free  himself  froa 
error,  or  to  give  unqualified  or  uraversal  satisfaction.  lo 
times,  even,  of  profound  tranquillity  and  repose,  to  ploie 
every  one  cannot,  and  ou{^  not  to  be  expected.  Aniid 
the  storms  of  political  and  party  excitements,  it  would  be 
idle  and  vain  to  expect  it.  My  path  here  for  the  last  four 
years  has  not  been  strewed  with  roses.  I  have  had,  as  joi 
well  know,  my  full  share  of  responsibility,  embamsameDi, 
and  toil.  I  can  say,  however,  with  truth,  that  I  bare  en- 
deavored to  meet  your  expectations  by  a  zealous  devotioD 
of  mv  time,  and  even  my  health,  to  your  service,  and  bra 
fiiithnil  and  independent  discharge  of  my  public  datj. 
This,  gentiemen,  was  all  that  I  promised  when  I  receired 
this  high  appointment  at  your  bands<  and  in  laying  Hdowi 
I  feel  a  proud  consciousness  that  I  have  redeemed  mj 
pledge;  and  if  the  trust. has  not  been  ably,  it  has,  at  ieaa, 
been  honestly  discharged.  During  the  entire  period  of 
my  service,  and  under  all  the  agitations  of  the  times,  it  las 
been  my  peculiar  good  fortune  and  pleasure  to  receive, 
in  an  almost  unexampled  manner,  the  kindness  and  sap- 
port  of  the  members  of  this  House;  and  in  proof  of  it  I 
may  be  permitted  to  rensirk,  I  hope  without  ytsS^t  tfait 
in  all  the  numerous  and  important  decinons  which  I  bare 
been  called  upon  to  pronounce  from  this  chair,  but  one 
baa  ever  been  reversed  by  the  judgment  of  the  Hoose, 
and  that  under  dicumstances  which  can  cause  me  no  re- 
gret. Can  I,  then,  feel  otherwise  than  gratified  and  flat- 
tered, cheered  and  consoled,  bv  this  renewed  and  distin- 
guished evidence  of  your  confiaence  and  fiivor?  I  receive 
it,  gentlemen,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  has  been  offered;! 
cherish  it  in  my  heart.  It  is  the  highest  and  tiie  oi^R^ 
ward  that  I  either  sought  or  expected;  and  I  shall  cherab  it 
through  life  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  respect,  andtbe 
most  affectionate  gratitude.  God  grant  that  you  maj  vxt^ 
live  to  serve  and  benefit  your  country,  and  enjoy  its  on- 
diminished  confidence;  and,  in  bidding  you  an  affcdwfr 
ate,  and,  perhaps,  last  farewell,  accept,  I  pray  you,  ny 
cordial  and  best  wishes  for  your  individual  hesl^  pro*' 
perity,  and  happiness. 
He  U^en  declared  the  House  to  be  adjourned  ffJK(6«- 
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lWeHidan(*9  Mtnagt, 


mbs8ac;k  or  the  pkesidknt  iw  thk  united 

STATES, 
TO    BOTH    IIOLSKS    OF    C:<»N«RESS. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Second  Stfisini 
of  the  Twenty Jirst  Congress. 

Dkckmdbr  7,  \H^0. 


FeUow-Ciiizens  of  the  Senate 

and  of  the  Ilmise  of  liepre.^entaiivrs  .• 
The  ptcaaure  1  have  iii  conp^tulalinp  you  on  your 
return  to  your  connlitutloii.il  duties  is  much  hcig^hlencd 
hy  the  satisfaction  which  the  condition  of  our  beloved 
country  at  this  period  justly  inspires.  The  heneficcnt 
Autlior  of  all  (^ood  has  granted  to  us,  during  the  present 
year,  ti^alth,  peace,  ami  plenty,  and  numerous  causes  ft>r 
joy  ill  ilie  wonderful  success  which  attends  the  progress 
of  our  fVee  institutions. 

With  a  population  unparalleled  in  its  increase,  and  pos- 
sessing a  character  which  combines  the  hardihood  of  qn- 
terprise  with  the  constderatenete  of  wisdom,  we  see  in 
every  section  of  our  huppy  covintry  a  steady  improvement 
in  the  means  of  social  intercourse,  and  correspondent  ef- 
fects upon  the  genius  and  laws  of  our  extended  republic. 
The  apparent  exceptions  to  the  harmony  of  the  pros- 
pect are  to  be  referred  rather  to  inevitable  diversities  in 
the  various  interests  which  enter  Into  the  composition  of 
so  extensive  a  whole,  than  to  any  want  of  attachment  to 
the  Union — interests  whose  collisions  serve  only,  in  the 
end,  to  foster  the  spirit  of  conciliation  ahd  patriotism,  so 
essential  to  the  preservation  of  that  union  which,  I  most 
devoutly  hope,  is  destmed  to  prove  imperishable.     • 

In  the  midst  of  these  blessings,  we  have  recently  wit- 
nessed changes  in  the  condition  of  other  nations,  which 
may,  in  their  consequences,  call  fur  the  utmost  vigilance, 
wisdolki,  and  unanimi^,  in  our  councils,  and  tlic  exercise 
of  all  the  moderation  and  patriotism  of  our  people. 

The  important  modifications  of  their  Government,  ef- 
fected with  so  much  courage  and  wisdom  by  the  people 
of  France,  afford  a  happy  presage  of  their  future  course, 
and  has  naturally  ehciteu  from  the  kindred  feelings  of 
ttiis  nation  that  spontaneous  and  universal  burst  of  ap- 
plause in  which  you  have  participated.  In  congratulating 
you,  my  fellov-cttitens,  upon  an  event  so  auspicious  to 
the  dearest  interests  of  mankind,  I  do  no  more  than  re- 
spond to  the  Yoice  of  my  country,  without  transcending^ 
in  the  slightest  degree,  that  salutary  maxim  of  the  illus- 
trious Washington,  which  enjoins  an  abstinence  from  all 
interference  with  the  internal  affairs  of  other  nations. 
From  a  people  exercising^,  in  the  most  unlimited  degree, 
the  right  of  self  government,  and  enjoying,  aa  derived 
from  this  proud  cluracttristic,  under  the  favor  of  heaven, 
much  of  tne  happiness  with  which  they  are  blessed  «  a 
people  wtio  can  point  in  triumph  to  their  free  institutions, 
and  challenge  comparison  vith  the  fruits  tbev  bear,  as 
well  as  with  the  moderation,  intellhience,  and  energy, 
with  which  they  are  administered  ;  from  such  a  peo|)le, 
the  deepest  sympathy  was  to  be  expected  in  a  struggte- 
Ibr  the  aacred  pnnoiples  of  liberty,  conducted  in  a  Spunt 
every  way  woithy  of  the  cause,  and  crowned  by  an  hero- 
ic moderation  which  has  disarmed  revolution  of  its  terrors. 
Notwithstanding  the  strong  assurances  which  the  ma«i 
whom  we  so  sincerely  love  JUid  justly  admire  has  given  to 
the  world  of  the  bighcharscter  of  thb  present  King  of  the 
French,  and  which,  if  sustained  to  tlie  end,  will  secure  to 
him  the  proud  appellation  of  Patriot  King,  it  is  nut  in  liis 
suecets^  but  in  that  of  the  great  principle  wliich  has  borne 
him  to  the  throne*-the  paramount  authority  of  the  pub- 
lic will — tliat  the  American  people  rejoice- 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  thit  the  anticipations  wliich 
were  indulged  at  the  date  of  mv  last  commumcation  on 


An  arrangement  has  been  effVcfcd  with  <;reat  Britain, 
in  relation  tti  the  trade  between  t lie  United  SLiIcn  aihl 
licr  West  India  and  North  American  colonies,  which  lus 
settled  a  question  that  has  tor  years  affi>nle-j|  mu'.tcr  for 
contention  and  :dm(Mt  uninterrupted  discu.4si(»ii,  si.il  Itai 
been  the  subject  of  no  leas  than  six  neji^iations,  iii  u  mm- 
ner  which  prtimiscs  results  higldy  favorable  to  th«  partirs 
Tlie  abstract  rip^ht  of  (ireat  Britain  to  nuiiiopolizc  (be 
trade  with  her  colonies,  or  to  exclude  us  from  a  partici- 
pation tluTcin,  has  never  been  denied  by  the  U.  SUtcs 
But  we  have  contende<l,  ami  with  reason,  that  if,  ut  any 
time,  Great  Britain  may  desire  the  prmluctions  of  thi< 
coigitry  as  necessary  to  her  colonies,  they  mt^st  be  re* 
ceived  upon  principles  of  jtist  reciprocity  ;  ami  further, 
that  it  is  making  an  invidious  ami  unfriendly  distinction, 
to  open  her  colonial  ports  to  the  ve»cla  of  other  nations 
ami -close  tlicm  against  tliose.of  the  United  States. 

Antecedently  to.  1794,  a  portion  of  our  productioiu  vti 
admitted  into  the  colonial  islands  of  Great  Britain,  by  par- 
ticular concession,  limited  to  tlie  term  of  one  year,  but 
renewed  from  year  to  year.  In  the  transportation  of 
these  productions,  however,  ourvesseb  were  not  alleweJ 
to  engage  $  this  being  a  privilege  reserved  to  lirilisli  ship- 
ping, -by  which  alone  our  produce  could  be  taken  to  lit 
islands,  and  theirs  brouglit  to  us  in  return.  From  New- 
foundland and  her. continental  possessions,  all  our  produc- 
tions, as  well  as  our  vessels,  were  excluded,  with  oca- 
stonai  relaxations,  by  which,  in  seasons  of  distress,  thr 
former,  were  admitted  in  British  bottoms. 

By  the  treaty  of  1794,  she  offered  to  concede  to  ns,  fur 
a  limited  time,  the  right  of  carrying  to  her  West  India 
possessions.  In  our  vessels  not  exceeding  seventy  tons 
hurden,  and  upon  the  same  terms  as  British  vessels,  any 
productions  of  the  Umled  States  which  British  vessek 
might  im.port  therefrom.  But  this  privilege  was  coupled 
with  CCnditions  which  are  supposed  to  have  led  to  iu  re- 
jection by  the  Senate:  that  is,  that  American  vesseb 
should  land  their  return  cargoes  in  the  United  States  only ; 
and,  moreover,  that  they  should,  during^  tlie  contimiancc 
of  the  privilege  be  precluded  from  carrying  molasse!^ 
sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  or  cotton,  either  from  those  isUnds 
or  from  the  U. States,  to  any  other  part  of  the  wcH^d.  Gnit 
Britain  readily  consented  to  expunge  this  article  firoo  tbc 
treaty  ;  and  subsequent  attempts  to  arrange  the  tenm  ot 
the  trade,  either  by  treaty  stipulations  or  concerted  legit- 
lation,  having  failed,  it  has  been  successively  au^ended 
and  allowed,  according  to  the  vaf3ring  legislalioii  of  ihe 
parties. 

The  following  are  the  prominent  paints  wliich  have,  in 
later  years,  separated  the  two  Governments.  Beodes  i 
restriction,  whereby  all  importations  into  her  colonies  ia 
American  vessels  are  confined  to  our  own  products  earned 
hence,  a  restriction  to  which  it  does  not  appear  that  vc 
have  ever  objected,  a  leading  object  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  has  been  to  prevent  us  from  becoming  the  cani* 
ers  of  British  West  India  comnodicies  to  any  other  coun- 
try than  our  own.  On  the  part  of  the  United  States  it 
has  been  contended*  1st.  Ttiat  the  subject  should  be  re- 
gelated by  treaty  stipulations  in  preference  to  separate  ie- 
gisUtion ;  2d.  That  our  productions,  when  imported  into 
tlie  colonies  in  question,  should  not  be  subject  to  high^ 
duties  tiian  the  productions  of  the  mother  couniiyi  or  of 
her  other  colonial  posseasions  (  And,  3d.  TtuU  ouf^ 
sels  should  be  allowed  to  participate  in  the  circuitous tnde 
between  the  United  Stotes  and  different  psrU  of  theBri- 
tisli  dominions. 

I'he  first  i>oint,  alter  having  been,  for  a  loi^  ^*^ 
strenucmsly  insisted  upon  by  Great  Britain,  was  gireo  up 
by  the  act  of  Fariiament  ot  July,  IS25  ;  all  vesseknf 
fered  to  trade  wiUi  tliQ  colonies  being  permitted  toclor 

ly  articles  which  British  vesseb  mt|[tit 


from  tlieiioc  wiili  any 


the  sabje<^ofourforeigivaffah<have  been  ItiHy  realized   expoK;  and  pniceed  to  any  paK  of  the  worid.  Grot 
m  several  fanpoitant  particulait.  |  Britain  and  Ii5  dependencies  alone  excepted.    On  our 
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pArt,  cjich  of  (he  mbovc  points  Had,  in  succession,  been 
explicitly  abaftidoned  in  negotiations  preceding  tliat  of 
uiiich  the  result  is  now  announced. 

'I'liis  arraii};ement  secures  to  tlie  United  States  every 
advantage  Aslced  by  them,  and  which  the  state  of  the  ne- 
j^tiation  allowed  us  to  insist  upon.  The  tratTe  will  be 
placed  upon  a  footing  decidedly  more  faTorable  to  this 
country  thnn  any  on  which  it  ever  stood  ;  and  our  com* 
mercc  and  navigation  will  enjoy,  in  the  colonial  ports  of 
Great  Britain,  every  privilege  allowed  to  other  nations. 

Tlmt  the  prosperity  of  the  countr}',  so  far  as  it  depends 
on  tins  trade, will  be  greatly  promotedby  the  new  arrange- 
ment, there  can  be  no  doubt.  Independently  of  the  mure 
ubvlous  advantages  of  an  open  and  direct  intercourse,  its 
establishment  wlH  be  attended  with  other  consequences 
of  a  higher  value.  That  which  lists  been  carried  on  since 
the  mutual  interdict  under  all  the  expense  and  Inconve- 
iiietice  unavoidably  incident  to  it,  would  have  been  in- 
supportably  onerous,  had  it  not  been,  in  a  great  degree, 
lightened  by  concerted  evasions  in  the  moue  of  nlaking 
the  transhipntents  at  what  are  called  the  neutral  ports. 
Tliuse  indirections  are  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  na- 
U'otvs  tiiat  have  so  many  motives,  not  only  to  cherish  feel- 
ings of  mutual  friendsliip,  but  to  maintain  such  relations 
as  will  stimuLite  their  respective  citizens  and  subjects  to 
cfiuris  of  direct,  open,  and  honorable  competition  only  { 
and  preserve  them  from  the  influence  of  seductive  and 
vitiating  circumstances. 

V/licn  your  preliminary  interposition  was  asked  at  tlie 
cluse  of  the  last  session,  a  copy  of  the  instructions  under 
which  Mr.  IklcLainc  has  acted,  together  with  Uie  co^nmu- 
itications  which  had  at  that  time  passed  between  him  and 
tiic  ltriti.sh  Government,  was  laid  before  you.  Altbougli 
tlierc  ha.i  not  been  any  thing  in  the  acts  of  the  two  Go« 
vcrnments  which  requires  secrecy,  it  was  thouglit  most 
proper,  in  the  then  state  of  the  negotiation,  to  make  Uiat 
communication  a  confidential  one.  So  soon,  however,  as 
the  evidence  of  execution  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is 
received,  the  whole  matter  shall  be  laid  before  you, when 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  apprehension  which  appears  to 
have  suggested  one  of  the  provisions  ol*  the  act  passed  at 
your  last  ses^iion,  that  the  restoration  of  the  trade  in  ques- 
tion might  be  connected  with  other  subjects",  and  was 
souglii  to  be  obtained  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  public  inter- 
cut in  other  particulars,  was  wholly  unfounded  ;  and  that 
the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  views  of  the 
British  Government  has  been  induced  by  considerations 
a>  honorable  to  both  parties,  as,  I  ti-ust,  the  result  will 
pi'ovc  beneficial. 

This  de>ii-able  result  was,  it  wiH  be  seen,  greatly  pro- 
muted  by  the  liberal  and  confiding  provisions  of  the  act 
ol'  t'ungrcss  of  the  last  session,  by  which  our  ports  were, 
upon  the  reception  and  atnimncialion  by  tl»e  President  of 
'he  required  assurance  on  the  part  of  Great  Uritain, 
lotih Willi  «)pcne»l  to  her  vessels,  before  the  arrangement 
(o  iM  l>c  earned  into  effect  on  her  part ;  pursuing,  in  this 
act  ol  prosj>cctive  Icgislution,  a  similar  course  to  that 
adt^pied  by  Great  Britain,  in  al>olialiing,  by  tier  act  of  Par- 
liainent,  in  1825,  a  restriction  then  existing,  and  permit* 
ting  our  vessels  to  clear  from  the  colonies,  on  their  return- 
voyajjes,  for  any  foreign  coanti-y  whatever,  before  llritish 
usH;lb  had  been  relieved  from  the  restriction  imposed  by 
our  law,  of  returning  directly  from  the  United  States  to 
the  colonics~^a  iv-striction  which  she  rcquiredand  ex- 
{)« cted  that  wc  should  abolish.  Uptin  each  occasion,  a 
htuited  and  temporary  adV^nUge  has  been  given  to  the 
upposiiK  parly,  but  an  advantage  of  no  tmpin'lance  in 
cuiiiparison  witli  the  restoration  of  mutual  confidence 
un  I  good  feelings,  and  the  ultimate  establishment  of  the 
trade  upon  fair  principles. 

It  gives  me  anfcigned  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  Ihii 
ic-oi.at»on  ha!«  been,  tinroughout,  characterised  by  the 
uost  frank  and   friendly  spirit  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 


tain, and  concluded  in  a  manner  strongly  indicative  of  a 
siticere  desire  to  cultivate  the  best  relations  with  the 
United  States.  To  reciprocate  this  disposition  to  the  ful- 
lest extent  of  my  ability,  ism  duty  which  1  sliall  deem  it  a 
privilege  to  discliarge. 

Although  the  result  is,  itself,  the  best  commentary  on 
the  services  rendered  to  his  country  by  our  Minister  at 
the  court  of  St.  James,  it  would  be  doing  violence  to  my 
feelings  were  T  to  dismiss  the  subject  without  expressing 
the  very  high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  talent  and  exertion 
which  have  been  displayed  by  him  on  the  occasion. 

The  injury  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  re- 
sulting from  tJie  exclusion  of  our  retsels  from  the  Black 
sea,'  and  th«  previous  footing  of  mere  sufferance  upon 
which  even  the  limited  trade  enjoyed  by  us  with  Turkey 
has  hitherto  been  placed,  have,  for  a  long  time,  been  a 
source  of  mdch  solicitude  to  this  Government  {  and  sere- 
ral  endeavors  have  been  made  to  obtain  a  better  state  9f 
things.  Sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  object,  I  feU 
it  my  duty  to  leave  no  proper  means  unemployed  to  ao 
quire  for  our  flag  the  same  privileges  that  are  enjoyed  by 
the  principal  Powers  of  £urope.  Commissioners  were, 
consequently,  appointed,  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the 
Sublime  Porte.  Not  long  after  the  member  of  the  com- 
mission who  went  directly  from  the  United  States  had 
sailed,  the  account  of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople,  by  which 
one  of  the  objects  in  view  was  supposed  to  be  secured, 
reached  this  country.  (The  Black  Sea  was  understood  to 
be  opened  to  us.  Under  the  supposition  that  this  waa 
the  case,  the  additional  facilities  to  be  derived  from  th« 
establishmient  of  commercial  regulations  with  the  Forte 
were  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  tp  require  a  pro- 
secution of  the  negotiation  as  originally  contemplated. 
It  was  therefore  persevered  in,  and  resulted  in  a  treaty, 
which  vill  be  forthwith  laid  before  the  Senate. 

^  its  provisions,  a  Iree  passage  is  secured,  without 
tiniiution  of  time,  to  the  vessels  of  tlie  United  States,  to 
and  from  the  Black  Sea,includtng  the  navigation  thereof  { 
and  our  trade  with  Turkey  is  placed  on  the  footing  of  th<; 
most  favored  nation.  The  latter  is  an  arrangement  whol- 
ly independent  of  the  treaty  of  Adrianople  \  and  the 
former  derives  much  value,  not  only  from  tlie  increased 
security  which,  under  any  circumstance^i  it  would  give 
to  the  right  in  question,  but  from  tlie  fact,  ascertained  in 
the  course  of  the  negotiation,  tliat,  by  the  construction 
put  upon  that  treaty  by  Turkey,  the  article  relating  to 
the  passage  of  the  Bosphorus  is  confined  to  nations  hav« 
ing  treaties  with  the  Porte.  The  most  friendly  feelings 
appear  to  be  entertained  by  the  Sultan,  and  an  enlight- 
ened disposition  is  evinced  by  him  to  foster  the  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries  by  the  most  liberal  arrange- 
ments. This  disposition  it  wUl  be  our  duty  and  intervBt 
to  cherish. 

Oar  relations  with  Russia  are  of  the  most  stable  cha- 
racter. Uenpect  for  that  Empire,  and  confidence  in  its 
friendship  towards  the  IJnited  States,  have  been  so  long 
entertained  on  our  part,  and  so  carefully  cherislied  by 
the  present  Emperor  and  his  illustrious  predecessor,  as  to 
have  become  incorporated  with  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  United  States.  No  means  will  be  lei\  unemiduyed  on 
my  part  to  promote  these  salutary  feelings,  and  tliose  im- 
provements of  which  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
tlie  two  countries  is  susceptiblcjand  which  have  derived  in* 
creased  importance  from  our  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porie« 

1  sincerely  regret  to  inform  you  that  our  Minister  late- 
ly commissioned  to  that  Court,  on  whose  distinguished 
talents  and  gteat  experionce  in  public  affairs  I  place  great 
reliance,  has  been  cofil[>enedt  by  extreme  indisposition, 
to  exercise  a  privilege,  which,*  in  consideration  ol  tlie  cx< 
tent  to  which  his  constitution  hud  been  impaired  in  the 
public  service,  was  committed  to  bis  discretion — of  leav- 
ing temporarily  his  post  for  the  advaMage  of  a  more  ge- 
nial chroate. 


IV 
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If  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  improvement  of  his  healih 
should  be  such  a»  to  justify  him  in  doing  so,  lie  will  re- 
pwr  to  St.  Petersburgti,  and  resume  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties.  I  l»ave  received  the  most  satisfactory  as- 
surance that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  public  interests  in 
that  quarter  will  be  preserveil  from"  prejudice,  by  the 
intercourse  which  he  will  continue,  through  the  Secretary 
of  Legation,  with  the  Russian  cabinet. 


The  commercial.  intercour9C  belM'eenlhe  two  countriei 
is  susceptible  of  highly  advantageous  improvementst ;  but 
tlie  sense  of  this  injury  has  had,  and  must  continue  to 
have,  ^  very  unfavwitble  infti»ence  upon  them.  From  it« 
satisfactory  :ifljuHtme»\t,  not  only  a  firm  and  cordial  friend- 
ship, but  a  iTTogres^ive  development  of  all  their  rctatiuHs, 
may  be  expected.  It  is,  thcrefiire,  my  e;irnest  hope  tlui 
this  old  and  vexa'.ious  subject  of  difference  may  be  spetrl- 

•  ft  .V 


You  are  apprised,  although  the  fact  has  not  yet  been  |  dy  removed.  , .     w        . 

officially  announced  to  the  House  of  RepresentaUves,  I  I  feel  tirui  my  confidence  m  our  appeal  to  the  moUvcs 
that  a  treaty  was,  in  the  month  of  March  last,  concluded  1  which  should  govern  a  just  um\  r(»ag«»anmious  Nation,  w 
hetween  the   United    States   and   Denmark,  by  which    alike  warranted  by  Uie  character  of  the  French  people, 


nate  at  the  close  of  its  last  scssion,and  it  now  becomes  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  pass  the  necessary  laws  lor  the  or- 
ganization ot  th«  Moai'd  of  Commissioners  to  distribute 
ttie  indemnity  amongst  the  claimants.  It  is  an  agt^eable 
drcumstance  of  this  adjustment,  that  its  term.**  are  in  con 

^  a.  *A.%-         aI__        ^^.....  ..«.■  >Mla*       ^  M.^»»k«at«kfta^^k«l      ■•I4%4ft*ct         r\W         4lftJ 


on  my  part  to  meet  any  manifestation  of  the  spirit  wc  an- 
ticipate in  one  of  corresponding  frankness  and  liUtralitN. 
The  subjects  of  difference  with  Spain  have  been 
bfouglit  to  the  view  of  that  Government,  by  our  Minister 
there,  with  mucli  force  and  propriety  ;  ami  the  strongeft 

A  >  •«^«aft«  ■  V£*__ 


formity   with  the  previously  ascertained  views   of  the  ,  assurances  have  been  received  of  their  early  and  lavon- 

claimants  themselves  j  thus  removing  all  pretence  for  a  i  ble  consideration. 

Aitifl^  aJCltt^fton  gf  the  subject  in  any  form.  |      The  steps  which  remaineil  to  place  the  matter  tn  coji- 

The  liceotiations  in  regard  to  such  points  in  our  foreign  '■  troversy  between  (;rcat  Britain  and  the  United  Ststes 
li^Utions  M  remained  to  be  adjusted,  have  been  actively  |  fairly  before  the  arbitrator,  have  all  been  takcji  in  tl.c 
^^Z-t  ♦*..'  durinf'  the  recess.  Mateiial  advances  have  i  same  hberal  and  friendly  spirit  which  charactcnzecl  thchc 
prQsevuieu  M*"-jt»  ^KA«B«r*.,. :..  ;.:\}misc  favoiablc    before  announced.     Kecent  events  have  doubtless  senol 

^^^"'Surco^^^^^^^^  ■  to  delay  the  decision,  but  our  Minister  at  the  Court  ot  the 

situation  to  invite  aggression  ;  and  it  will  be  our  fault  d 
she  ever  becomes  so.  Sinqerely  desirous  to  cultivate  the 
most  liberal  and  friendly  relations  with  all ;  ever  ready  to 
fumi  our  engagemcHts  with  Bcrupulous,  fidelity  ;limituig 
our  demands  upon  others  to  mere  justice  ;  holding  our- 
selves  ever  ready  to  do  unto  them  as  we  would  Wish  to  be 
done  by,  and  avoiding  even  the  appearance  ot*  undue 
nartiality  to- any  Nation,  it  api^cars  to  me  impossible  that 
a  simolc  and  sincere  application  of  our  principles  to  our 
forciirii  reUtions  can  fail  to  place  them  ultimately  upon 
the  footmg  on  which  it  is  our  wisli  they  should  rest. 

Of  the  point*  referred  to,  the  most  prominent  are,  our 
claims  upon  France  for  spoliations  upoii  our  commerce  ; 
simiUr  claims  upon  Spain,  togeUier  with  embarrassmertU 
in  the  cororacrcial  intercourse  between  the  two  countries, 
which  ought  to  be  removed  j  Uie  conclusion  ot  the  treaty 
of  commerce  and  navigation  wiUi  Mexico,  which  has  been 
so  long  In  suspense,  as  well  as  the  final  settlement  of  li 
mits  bewcen  ourselvei  and  that  republic  j  and  finally  the 


distinguished  arbitrator  hA«  been  assured  that  it  will  be 
made  within  the  time  coiilcinplated  by  the  treaty. 

I  am  particularly  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that  a 
decitledJy  favorable,  and,  as  1  hope,  lasting  change  has 
been  effected  in  our  relations  with  the  neighboring  re- 
public of  Mexico.  The  unfortunate  and  unfoandwl  ^ua- 
picions  in  regard  to  our  disposition,  which  it  became  m\ 
painful  duty  to  advert  to  on  a  former  occasion,  baveNecn. 
I  believe,  entirely  removed  }  and  the  Government  "fUci- 
ico  has  been  made  to  understand  the  real  character  of  the 
wishes  and  views  of  this  in  regard  to  that  country.  'l1i£ 
consequence  is,  the  establisliment  of  friendship  and  niu- 
tual  confidence.  Such  ai'e  the  aasurances  which  I  lur« 
received,  and  I  see  no  cause  to  doubt  their  sincerity. 

1  had  reason  to  expect  the  conclusion  of  a  cointnerci^ 
treaty  with  Mexico  in  season  for  communication  oti  the 
present  occasion.  Circumstances  whidi  are  not  expU"- 
ed,  but  which,  1  am  persuaded,  arc  not  the  result  of  an 
indisposition  on  her  part  to  enter  into  it,  tiave  prtxiucii 


arbitrament  of  the  question  between  tiic  United  States  '  the  dela>'. 
and  Great  BritJiin  in  regard  to  the  northeastern  boun- :      There  was  reason  to  fear,  in  the  course  of  the  Usl  fum 
^  I  mer,  that  tlie  harmony  of  our  relations  might  be  dtsiurbiJ 

The  negotiation  with  FraiKse  has  been  conducted  by  j  by  the  acts  of  certain  cJaimanls,  under  Mexican  fjnuib, 
our  Minister  with  *eal  and  ability,  and  in  all  respects  to  |  of  teiritory  which  has  hitherto  been  under  our  jiinsibc- 
my  entire  satisfiiction.  Although  the  prospect  of  a  favo-  tion.  The  cooperation  of  the  represeulaiivc  of  Mextcy 
rable  termination  was  occasionally  dimmed  by  counter-  near  this  Gjvemmient  was  asked  on  the  occasiio»,^ml  w-^s 
pretensions,  to  which  the  United  States  could  not  assent,  readily  aft'^nled.  Inslructions  and  advice  have  bccti  givui 
he  yet  had  strong  hopes  of  being  able  to  arrive  at  a  satis  to  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  and  the  Offi  tiers  in  comiauJil 
factory  settlement  with  the  late  Government.  The  nego-  in  the  atljoining  Mexican  Stale,  by  which,  it  U  ho\)t^l, 
tiatioiihas  been  renewed  with  the  present  autiiorities  {  the  quiet  of  that  frontier  will  be  preserved,  uuiil  aM 
and,  sensible  of  tlie  general  and  lively  confidence  of  our   settlement  of  the  dividing  line  sU;ill  have  rcmuved  all 


citizeni  in  Uie  justice  and  magnanimity  of  regeiiemted 
France,  I  regret  the  mor^  not  to  have  it  in  my  poorer, 
yet,  to  announce  the  result  so  confidently  anticipated. 
No  ground,  however,  inconsistent  with  tiiis  expectation, 
has  been  Uken  {  and  I  do  not  allow  myself  tb  doubt  tliat 
justice  wilt  soon  be  done  to  us.  Hie  amount  of  the 
claims,  the  length  of  time  they  have  remained  unsraisfied, 
and  their  iiicootrovertiblo  justice,  make  an  earnest  prose- 
cution of  them  by  thb  Government  an  ui^gent  duty^  The 
illegality  of  the  seizures  and  confiscations  put  of  which 
they  have  arisen  is  not  disputed  ;  and  whatever  distino- 
tions  may  have  heretofore  been  set  up  in  regard  to  the 
liabiUty  of  the  existing  Government  it  is  quite  clear  that 
such  considerations  cuiouot  now  be  inter£)o«ed. 


ground  of  controversy. 

The  exchange  of  ratification-  of  the  treaty  concluded 
last  year  with  Austria  lias  not  yet  taken  place.  The  dc- 
lay  has  been  occasioned  by  the  non-arrival  of  the  rdi\^(^- 
tion  of  that  Government  within  the  time  prescribed  bvtlie 
treaty.  Kenewcil  authority  has  been  asked  for  by  (He 
representative  of  Austria  ;  juid,  in  the  mean  time,  Uic  ra- 
pid^ increasing  trade  and  navigation  between  tiie  tuo 
countries  have  been  pticed  upon  Uie  most  liberal  fou'M^ 
of  our  navigation  acts. 

Several  alleged  depredations  have  been  recently  com- 
mitted on  our  commerce  by  the  national  vessels  uf  Vor- 
tugai  They  have  been  made  Uic  subject  of  iroincdiaic 
r«monsU:ance  and  rccUmation.     1  am  not  yet  pussc&acJ 
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ofstiflTicient  infurmation  to  express  a  definitive  opinion  of 
their  character,  but  expect  soon  to  receive  it.  No  pro- 
per ineuiis  sfiadl  be  omitted  to  o'ltain  for  our  cilizeiM  all 
thu  redress  to  which  they  may  appear  to  be  entitled. 

AlriKiKl  at  the  m  >ineiU  of  theadjourninent  of  your  Uut 
session,  two  bills,  the  one  entitled  "An  act  for  making 
appmpriations  for  building  iij^lit-houses,  lijf^ht-boaL^,  bea- 
cons, and  monuments,  placing  buoys,  and  for  improving 
harbors  and  directing  surveys,"  and  the  either,  *•  An  act 
to  authorize  a  subscription  fi>r  stock  in  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  Canal  Company,"  were  submitted  for  my  appro- 
val. It  was  not  possible,  within  the  time  allowed  me, 
before  the  close  of  the  session,  to  give  these  bills  the 
cunsi.leration  which  was  due  to  their  character  and  impor- 
tance ;  and  I  was  compelled  to  retain  them  fur  that  pur- 
pose. 1  now  avail  myself  of  this  early  opportunity  to  re- 
turn them  to  the- Houses  in  which  they  respectively  ori- 
j^inuted,  with  the  I'casons  whicii,  a'lcr  mature  dehbera- 
lion,  compel  me  to  witidiold  my  approval. 

The  practice  of  defraying  out  ot  .the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  the  expenses  incuiTed  by  the  establishment 
an  1  support  of  ligUt-houscs,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public 
piers,  within  the  bays,  inlets,  harbors,  and  ports  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  render  the  navigation  thereof  safe  and 
c^y,  isc<jeval  with  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and 
has  been  continued  without  interruption  or  dispute. 

As  our  foreiga  commerce  increased,  and  was  extended 
u»lo  the  iruenor  of  the  country  by  the  establishment  of 
ports  ofcntry  a»id  delivery  upon  our  navigable  rivers^  the 
sphere  of  those  expenditures  received  u  corresponding 
eiilarj^ement.  Light-houses,  beacons,  b'lioys,  public  piers, 
aii.l  the  removal  of  sand  bars,  sawyers,,  and  other  partial 
or  temporary  imptdiments  in  the  navigable  rivers  and 
liitrbors  which  were  embraced  in  tiie  revenue  districts 
from  time  to  time  established  by  law,  were  authorized 
upoti  the  same  principle,  and  the  expense  dufrsiyed  in  the 
saina  manner.  Tuat  thesa  expenses  have  at  times  been 
extravagant  and  disproportionate,  is  very  probable.  The 
circunHtances  undur  which  they  are  iifcurred,  are  well 
calculateil  to  lead  to  such  a  result,  unless  their  application 
ii  subjected  to  the  closest  scrutiny.  The  local  advaiOages 
arising  from  the  disbursement  of  pubhc  money  too  Ire- 
qutuily,  it  is  to  be  feared,  invite  appropriations  for  ob- 
jects of  this  character  that  arc  neither  necessary  nor  Uhc- 
lal.  The  number  of  I'lglit-housc  keepers  is  already  very  j 
lir^je,  and  the  bilt  before  mc  proposes  to  a<ldtO  it  fifty- 
one  mure,  of  various  descriptions,  From  representations 
upoi  the  subject  whicli  are  understood  to  be  entitled  to 
re&pcct,  1  am  induced  to  believe  tliat  tliere  has  not  only 
been  great  improvidence  in  the  past  expenditures  of  the 
li'jvernment  upon  these  objects,  but  that  the  security  ot 
i>avig.ition  has,  in  some  instances,  been  diminished  by  the 
iiiiittiplicaUoii  of  ligi It-houses^  and  consetiueut  change  of 
it^iibi,  u[)on  thtt  coast.  It  is  in  this,  as  in'  other  rcsjiccts, 
jur  duly  lo  avoid  all  unnecessary  expense,  as  well  as  eve- 
ry iiicreasc  of  patronage  not  called  for  by  the  public  ser- 
nce.  Uut,  ill  the  discliarge  of  tliat  duty  iu  this  particu- 
ir,  it  must  not  beforgotton  that,  Vn  relatiun  to  our  foreign 
.ornmcrcc,  the  burden  and  benefit  of  protecting  and  ac- 
>jnimoilAling  it  necessarily  go  together,  and  must  do  so 
i>  long  as  the. public  revenue  is  drawn  from  the  peoptb 
hrough  the  custom  house.  U  is  indisputable,  that  what- 
ever gives  facility  and  security  to  navigation,  cheapens 
inports  ;  and  all  who  consume  them  arc  alike  interested 
II  whatever  pitxiuces  this  effect.  If  Uiey  consume,  they 
•ught,  as  they  now  do,  to  pay  ;  otherwise^  they  do  iiui 
r^y.  The  consumer  in  the  most  inland  iState  derives  the 
aine  advantage  from  every  necessary  and  prudent  ex- 
iciuUture  for  tlie  facility  and  security  of  our  ibreign  com- 
iKTce  and  navigatiout  that  he  does  who  residi;rs  in  a  ma- 
itimc  State.  Local  ^xpcmlitures  have  not,  of  themselves, 
correspondent  operation, 
i'rom  a  bill  inaknig  fUrcct  -appropnatious  fur  such  ob- 


jects, I  shouM  not  have  withheld  my  assent.  The  om? 
now  returned  does  so  in  several  particulars,  but  it  also 
contains  appropnations  for  surveys  of  a  local  character, 
which  I  cannot  approve.  It  gives  mt:  satiisfactioii  to  find 
that  no  serious  iticonveniencj  has  arisen  from  withhoKK 
ing  my  approval  from  this  bill  {  nor  will  it,  I  trust,  be 
cause  of  regret  that  an  opportunity  will  be  ttiereby  afford- 
ed for  Congi*ess  to  review  its  provisions  under  circum- 
stances better  calculated  for  full  investig4tion  tli^n  those 
under  which  it  was  passed. 

In  speaking  of  direct  appropriations,  I  mean  not  to  in- 
clude a  practice  whici)  has  obtaiaed  to  some  extent,  and 
to  which  I  have,  in  one  ijistancc,  in  a  different  capacity, 
given  my  assi?nt — that  of  subscribing  to  the  stock  of  pri- 
vate associations.  Positive  experience,  and  a  more  tiio- 
rough  coiiHidera'vion  of  the  subject,  liave  convinced  mc  of 
the  impropriety  as  well  as  inexpediency  of  such  invest- 
ments. All  improvements  effected  by  the  funds  of  the 
nation,  for  general  use,  should  be  open  to  the  enjoyment 
of  all  our  fellow  citi/.en.s  exempt  from  the  payment  of 
tolls,  or  any  imposition  of  tliat  cliaracter.  The  practice 
of  thus  mingling  the  concerns  of  the  Government  with 
those  of  the  States  or  of  individuals,  is  inconsistent  with 
the  object  of  its  institution,  and  highly  impolitic.  Tlic 
successful  operation  of  the  federal  system  can  only  be 
preserved  by  confining  it  to  the  few  and  simple,  but  yet 
impr>Hant  objects  for  which  it  was  designed. 

A  different  practice,  if  allowed  to  progress,  would 
ultimately  change  the  character  of  this  tiovernment,  by 
consolidating  into  one  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, which  were  intended  to  be  kept  forever  distinct. 
I  cannot  perceive  how  bills  authorizijig  such  subscriptions 
can  be  otherwise  regarded  than  as  bills  for  revenue,  and 
consequently  subject  to  the  rule  in  that  respect  prescri- 
bed by  the  Constitution.  If  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  private  companies  is  subordinate  to  that  of  indi- 
viduals, the  management  and  control -of  a  portion  of  the 
public  fiinds  is  delegated  to  an  authority  unknown'to  the 
Constitution,  and  beyond  the  supervision  of  our  consti- 
Vuent«:  ifsuporior,  its  officers  and  agents  will  be  con- 
stantly exposed  to  imputations  of  favoritism  and  oppres- 
sion. Direct  .pr^udice  to  the  public  interest,  or  an  alien- 
ation of  the  affections  and  respect  of  portions  of  the 
people,  may,  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  general  dis- 
credit resulting  to  tlie  Goverhmeot  fi*om  embarking  with 
its  constituents  in  pecuniary  speculations,  be  looked  for 
as  the  probable  fmit  of  such  ass<x:iations.  It  is  no  an- 
swer to  this  objection  to  s;iy  lh:»t  the  extent  of  conse- 
quences like  these  cannot  be  great  from  a  Hmilcd  and 
small  number  of  investments  :  becftuie  experience  in 
other  matters  teaches  us,  and  we  arc  not  at  liberty  to 
disrcganl  its  admonitions,  that^  unless  an  entire  stop  be 
put  to  them,  it  will  soon  be  impossible  to  prevent  their 
accumulation,  until  they  are  spread  over  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  made  tu  embraee  many  of  the  private  and  ap- 
proiM'iate  concerns  of  iiKlividuals. 

l*lie  power  which  the  General  Government  would  ac- 
quire within  the  several  States  by  becoming  the  princi- 
pal stockholder  in  C(»rporations,  controlling  ii\i:ry  canal 
and  each  sixty  or  hundred  miles  of  evei^  iinpurtant  road, 
and  giving  a  proportionate  vote  in  all  theli'  elections,  is 
almost  inconceivable,  and,  in  my  view,  diingei'ous  to  the 
Ubcrties  of  the  people. 

This  mode  of  aiding  such  y^cu'ks  is,  also,  in  its  nature, 
deceptive,  and  in  many  cases  conducive  tu  improvidence 
in  the  admhiistration  of  the  national  funds.  Appropria- 
tions will  be  obtained  with  much  greater  facility,  and 
granted  witli  less  stciu-ily  to  tlic  public  interest,  when 
the  measure  is  thus  disguised,  tbi^n  wiieii  definite  and  di- 
rect expenditures  of  nuMiey  are  asked  for.  Tlie  interests 
of  the  nation  would  doubtiejs  be  better  served  by  avoid- 
ing all  such  indirect  modes  of  aiding  particular  objects. 
Ill  a  Government  like  ours,   more  especially,  sliould  all 
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public  acU  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  simple,  undisguised, 
and  intelligible,  that  they  may  become  fit  subjects -for 
the  approbation  or  anima<lveniion  of  the  people.  Ttie 
bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  T«ouisvillc  and  Port- 
land canal  affords  a  striking^  illustration  of  the  difficuify 
of  withholding  additional  ajipropriations  for  the  same  ob- 
ject, when  the  first  erroneous  step  has  been  taken  by  in- 
stituting a  partnership  between  the  Government  and  pri- 
vate companies.  It  proposes  a  third  subscription  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  when  each  preceding  one  was 
at  the  time  regarded  as  the  extent  of  the  aid  which  Go- 
vernment was  to  render  to  that  work;  and  the  accompa- 
nying bill  for  light'hoiises,  &c.  contains  an  appropriation 
for  a  survey  ot  the  bed  of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  its 
improvement,  by  removing  the  obstruction  which  the  ca- 
nal is  designed  to  mvoid.  This  impnivement,  if  success- 
ful, would  afford  a  free  psssage  to  the  river,  and  render 
the  canal  entirely  useless.  To  such  improvidence  is  the 
course  of  legislation  subject,  in  relation  to  internal  im- 
provements on  local  matters,  even  with  the  best  inten- 
tions on  the  part  of  Congress. 

Although  the  motives  which  have  influenced  me  in  this 
matter  may  be  already  sufficiently  stated,  I  am,  never- 
theless, induced  by  its  importance  to  add  a  few  observa- 
tions of  a  general  diaracter. 

In  my  objections  to  the  bills  authorizing  subscriptions 
to  the  Maysville  and  Rockville  Uoad  Companies,  I  ex- 
pressed my  views  fullv  in  regard  to  the  power  of  Con. 
grcss  to  construct  roads  and  canals  within  a  State,  or  to 
appropriate  money  for  improvements  of  a  local  character. 
1,  at  the  same  time,  intimated  my  belief  that  the  rieht  to 
make  appropriations  for  such  as  were  of  a  national  cha- 
racter had  been  so  generally  acted  upon,  and  so  long 
acquiesced  in  by  the  Federal  and  Slate  Governments,and 
the  constituents  of  each,  as  t6  justify  its  exercise  on  the 
ground  of  continued  and  uninterrupted  usage;  btit  that  it 
was,  neveitlicless,  highly  expedient  that  appropriiitions, 
even  of  that  character,  should,  with  the  exception  made 
at  the  time,  be  deferred  until  the  national  clebt'is  paid, 
and  that,  in  the  mean  while,  some  general  rule  for  the  ac- 
tion of  tiie  Government  in  ^hat  resp'jct  ottght  to  be  esta 
blished. 

These  suggestions  were  not  necessary  to  the  decision 
of  the  question  then  before  me(  and  were,  J  readily  ad 
mit,  intended  to  awaken  the  attention,  aiid  draw  forth 
the  opinions  and  observations,  of  our  constituents,  upon 
a  subject  uf  the  highest  importance  to  their  interests,  and 
one  deslincxl  to  exert  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  fu- 
ture opcratjons  of  our  political  system.  1  know  of  no 
tribunal  to  which  a  public  man  in  this  country,  in  a  case 
of  doubt  and  cliiricu]ty,can  appeal  with  greater  advantage 
or  more  propriety,  than  the  judgment  of  the  people;  atul 
although  I  must  necessarily,  in  the  discharge  of  my  offi- 
cial duties,  be  governed  by  the  dictates  of  my  own  judg- 
roent,|l  have  no  desire  to  conceal  my  anxious  wish  to  con- 
foim,  a'^far  as  i  can,  to  tlic  views  of  those  for  whom  1  act. 

All  irregular  expressions  of  pufilic  opinion  arc  of  neces- 
sity attended  witl»  some  dou*>t  as  to  their  accuracy:  hut, 
making  full  allowances  on  that  account,  I  cannot,  I  think, 
deceive  myself  in  believing  that  the  acts  referred  to,  as 
well  as  the  suggestions  wtiich  I  allowed  myself  to  make 
in  relation  to  their  bearing  upon  the  fuiiire  operations 
of  the  Hovcrnment,  have  been  approved  by  tlie  great  bo- 
dy of  the  people.  Tliat  those  whose  immediate  pecuniary 
interests  are  to  be  affected  by  proposed  expendituns 
should  shrink  from  the  application' of  a  rule  which  pre- 
fers tlicir  moi-e  general  and  remote  interesls  to  those 
which  are  personal  and  immediate,  is  to  be  expected. 
But  even  such  objections  mu^t,  from  the  nature  of, our 
population,  be  but  tcmpohiry  in  their  diu'ation;  and  if  it 
were  otiierwise,  our  course  should  be  the  same,  for  the 
time  is  yet,  1  hope,  far  distant,  when  those  entrusted  with 
power  to  be  exercised  for  the  gooil  of  the  whole,  will 


consider  it  either  honest  or  wise  to  purchase  local  Uv€ 
at  the  sacrifice  of  principle  and  the  general  good. 

So  understanding  public  sentiment,  and  thormr^'hlr 
satisfied  that  the  best  interests  of  our  common  couiUrv 
imperiously  require  that  the  course  which  I  have  reCMn- 
mended  in  this  regard  should  be  adopted,  I  have,  tipon 
the  mo^  mature  consideration,  determhied  to  pursue  it 

It  is  due  to  candor,  as  well  as  to  my  own  feelings  thit 
I  should  express  the  reluctance  and  anxiety  which  1  mu&^ 
at  all  times  experience  in  exercising  the  undoubted  ri^it 
of  the  Executive  to  withhold  his  assent  from  bills  on  otiirr 
grounds  than  their  unconstitutionality.  Tliat  tliis  rigli; 
should  not  be  exercised  on  slight  occasions,  all  will  aU 
mit.  It  is  only  in  matters  of  deep  interest,  when  the 
principle  involved  may  be  justly  reganled  as  next  in  im- 
portance to  infractions  ot  the  Constitution  itself,  iliat 
sucli  a  step  can  be  expected  to  meet  with  the  appruba- 
tion  of  the  people.  Such  an  occa«on  do  I  conscientious 
Iv  believe  the  present  to  be.  In  ttut  discharge  uf  this 
delicate  and  highly  responsible  duty,  1  am  sustained  bv 
the  reflection  that  the  exercise  of  this  power  h;»s  bocn 
deemed  consistent  with  the  obligation  of  official  duty  bv 
several  of  my  predecessors;  an<l  by  the  persuasion,  \w\ 
that,  whatever  liberal  institutions  may  lutve  to  fear  rnim 
the  encroachments  of  Kxecutivc  power,  wliicli  has  been 
every  where  the  cause  of  so  mucli  strife  and  blooJy  con- 
tention, but  little  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  :<  pre- 
cedent by  which  that  authority  denies  to  itself  the  eicr- 
cise  of  powers  that  bring  in  their  train  influence  and  pa- 
tronage of  c^reat  extent ;  and  thus  excludes  the  openttion 
of  personal  interests,  every  where  the  bane  of  ofTicik) 
trust.  I  derive,  too,  no  small  deg^e  of  satisfaction  frum 
the  reflection,  that.  If  1  have  mistaken  tlic  interests  aiivl 
wishes  of  the  people,  the  Constitution  afforls  the  means 
of  soon  redressing  tlie  erro'r,  by  selecting  for  the  pl^cs 
their  favor  has  bestowed  upon  me  a  citizen  whose  opi* 
nions  may  accord  with  tlieir  o^n.  I  trust,  in  the  mcin 
time,  the  interests  of  the  nation  will  be  isaved  fro*^  pre- 
judice, bv  a  rigid  application  of  that  portion  of  the  public 
funds  which  might  otherwise  be  applied  to  different  ob- 
jects to  that  highest  of  all  our  obligations,  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  and  an  opportunity  be  afiTurJedfvr 
the  adoption  of  some  better  rule  for  the  operations  of  ilic 
Government  in  tliis  matter  than  any  wliich  bos  litttivrtt) 
been  acted  upon. 

Frofounilly  impressed  witli  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, not  meirly  as  it  relates  to  the  general  prospenly  of 
the  country,  but  to  the  safety  of  the  federal  system,  I  ci^^ 
not  avoid  repeating  my  earnest  hope  that  all  good  ai- 
zens,  who  take  a  proper  interest  in  the  success  aiid  lur- 
mony  of  our  admirable  political  institutions;  and  whoart 
incapable  of  desiring  to  convert  an  opposite  state  »\ 
things  into  means  fur  the  gratification  of  personal  am'" 
tion — will,  laying  aside  minor  considerttions,  and  discanl 
ing  local  prejudices,  unite  their  honest  exertions  it  c^'j''* 
lish  some  fixed  general  principle,  which  sirall  be  cuilc 
lated  to  effect  the  greatest  extent  of  ptdilic  gootl  i"  f"^- 
gard  to  the  subject  of  internal  improi'eme'nt,  and  afFori 
the  least  ground  for  scctiorud  discontent. 

The  general  ground  of  my  objection  to  local  apjjropri- 
ations  has  been  heretof«>re  cxpi'esseU;  and  I  shall  rtuH*- 
vor  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  what  has  been  alixjady  uri^eJ— 
the  inijjortance  of  sustaining  the  State  sovereignties  •»' 
far  as  is  consistent  with  the  righiful  action  of  the  Fcdtral 
Government,  and  of  preserving  the  greatest  attaaubK* 
liarnKMiy  betwx'cn  them.  1  will  now  only  add  an  c^p^^ 
sion  of  my  conviction — a  conviction  which  every  tUv « 
experience  serves  to  conHrm^-thai  the  political"  creeJ 
which  inculcates  the  pursuit  of  those  great  objects  a»  » 
paramount  duty  is  the  true  faith,  and  one  to  which  »c 
are  mainly  indebted  for  the  present  success  of  the  cn»K 
system,  and  to  which  we  must  alone  look  fur  its  future 
sta'illity. 
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That  there  wre  diversities  in  the  interests  of  the  differ- 
riit  Slates  which  compose  this  extcn:«ive  confederacy, 
must  be  admitted.  Those  diversities,  arising^  imm  situa- 
tion, climate,  population,  and  pursuits,  arc  doubtless,  as 
itisnutiiral  they  sliould  be,  greatly  cxaggeratetL  by  jea- 
.  Iuusicsi«iid  Uiat  spirit  of  rivalry  so  insep^irable  from  neigh- 
lioring-  communities;  These  circumstances  make  it  the 
<htty  of  those  wiio  are  entrusted  with  the  management  of 
itsafl-iii-s  to  neutruli/e  their  cflfects  as  far  as  practicable, 
by  making  the  beneflcial  operation  s>f  tiie  Federal  Go- 
v(;mmcnt  as  ef|ual  ami  equitable  among  tiie  scver;il 
Suites  as  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  great  eniis  of 
its  iuslilution. 

It  is  o!ily  necessary  to  refer  to  undoubted  facts,  to  sec 
i)ow  far  the  past  acts  of  the  Government  upon  the  sub- 
jocl  under  consideration  have  fallen  short  yf  this  object. 
I'Jie  oxpcnditures  ticretofore  miade  for  internal  improve- 
ments amount  to  upwards  of  Hve  millions  of  dollars,  and 
hiive  been  distributed  in  very  unequal  proporliouH 
:»mungst  the  States. .  The  estimated  expense  of  works  of 
which  surveys  have  been  made,  together  witii  that  of  oth- 
ers projected  and  partially  surveyeil,  amount  to  more  than 
ninety-six  millions  of  dollars. 

Tiiat  such  improvements,  on  account  of  parttculai*  cir- 
ciirnHlcinces,  may  be  moro  advantageoiuly  and  beneftcial- 
ly  mailc  in  som«  States  than  in  others;  is  doubtless  true; 
hut  that  they  are  of  a  character  which  should  prevent  an 
oquitahlc  distribution  of  the  fumls  amongst  the  several 
States,  is  not  tu  be  conceded.  The  want  of  this  equita- 
ble distribution  cannot  fail  to  prove  a  prolific  source  of  ir- 
ritation amongst  the  States. 

We  have  it  constantly  before  our  eyes,  tliat  profeMtons 
(»f  siipeiior  zeal  in  the  cause  of  internal  improvement,  and 
a  disposition  to  lavish  the  public  funds   upon  objects  of 
tlKit  character,  are  daily  and  earnestly  put  torth   by  aspi^ 
rants  to  power,  as  constituting  the  liighest  claims  to  the 
confidence  ot  the  people.     Would  it  be;  strange,    under 
such  circumstances,  and  In  tioies    of  great  excitement, 
that  grants  of  this  description  should  find  their  motives  in 
objects  which  may  not  accord   with    the  public    good? 
Those  who  have  not  had  occasion  to  see  and  regret  the 
indication  of  a  minister  uifluence  in  these  matters  in  past 
times,  have  been  more  fortunate  than  myself  in  tlieh*  ob- 
servation of  the  course  of  pubh€  atfaii-s.     If  to  these  evils 
be  added  the   combinations    and    angry  contentions  to 
uhich  such  a  course  of  tilings  gives  rise»  with  their  bale- 
ful influences  upon  tiie  legislation  of  Congress  touching 
the  leading  nnd  appropriate    duties  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, it  was  but  doing  justice  to  the  character  of  our 
people  to  expeet  the  severe  condemnation  of  the   past 
which  the  recent  exhibition  of  publicseniiment  hasevinced. 

Nothing  abort  of  a  radical  change  in  the  action  of  the 
Government  upon  the  subject,  can,  in  my  opinion,  reme- 
dy the  evil.  If,  as  it  would  be  natural  to  expect,  tlie 
Sutes  which  have  been  least  fovored  in  past  appropria- 
tions should  insist  on  being  redressed  in  those  hereafter 
to  be  made,  at  the  expense  of  the  States  which  have  so 
largely  and  disproporiionately  participated,  we  liave,  as 
matters  now  stand,  but  Utile  security  that  the  attempt 
would  do  more  than  change  the  ineqiudity  from  one  quar 
ter  to  another. 

Thus  viewing  the  subject,  I  have  heretofore  felt  it  my 
duly  to  recomhiend  the  adoption  of  some  plan  for  the 
distribution  ot'the  surplus  funds  which  may  at  any  time 
remain  in  U»e  treasury  after  the  national  debt  sliall  have 
been  paid,  among  the  States,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  their  reprcacniativcsi  to  be  applied  by  tlicm  to  objects 
of  internal  improvement.  . 

Although  this  pUii  has  met  with  favor  in  some  porUona 
of  the  Union,  it  has  also  elicited  objections  which  merit 
deliberate  consideration.  A  brief  notice  of  these  objec- 
tions he«  will  not,  therefore,  I  trust,  be  regarded  as  out 
of  place. 


They  rest,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge, 
on  the  following  gi'ounds:  1st,  an  objection  to   the   ratio 
of  distribution;  2(1,  an  appreheasion  tliat  the  existence  of 
such  a  regulation  would  produce  improvident  and  oppres- 
sive taxati(m  to  raise  the   funds  for  dislributicm;  3d,  that 
the  mode    proposed  would  lead  to  the  constructiun  of 
works  of  a  local  nature,  to  the  exclusion  of  such   as  are 
general,  and  as  woidd  consequently  be  of  a   more  useful 
character;  and,  last,  that  it  would  create  a  discrcdital)le 
and  injurious  dependence,  on  the  part  of  the  State  Go« 
vernmehts,  upon  the  federal  power.     (3f  those  who  ob- 
ject to  the  mtio  of  representation  :is  the  basis  of  distribu- 
tion, some  insist  that  the   importations  of  the  respective 
States  would  constitute  cme  ttiat  would  be    more   equita- 
ble; and  others,  again,  that  the  extent  of  their  respeC' 
tive  territories  woukl  furnisli  a  standard  which   would  be 
more  expedient,  and  sufftcieutly  equitable.     I'he  ratio  of 
representation  presented  itself  to   my  mind,  and  it   still 
does^  as  one  of  obvious  ecpiity,  because  pf  its  being  the 
r:itio  of  contribution,  whether  the  funds  to  be  distributed 
oe  derive<l  from  the  customs  or  from  direct  taxation.     It 
does  not  follow,  however,  that  its  adoption  is  indispensa- 
ble to  the  cstablishmenjt  of  the  system  proposed.      There 
may  be  considerations  appertaining  to  the  subject  which 
would  render  a  departure,  to  some  extent,  from  the  rule 
of  contribution,  proper.     Nor  is  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  basis  of  distribution  be  confined  to  one  ground. 
it  may,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  those  whose  right  it  is  to 
fix  it,  it  be  deemed  politic  and  just  to  give  it  that  chai*ac- 
ter,  have  regard  to  several. 

In  my  first  message,  1  stated  it  to  be  my  opinion  that 
*'  it  is  not  probable  that  any  iidjustmentofthe  tariff  upon 
principles  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  will, 
until  a  remote  period,ifever,  leave  the. Government  with- 
out a  conmderable  surplus  in  the  treasury  beyond  what 
may  be  required  for  its  current  service."     I  have  had  no 
cause  to   change  that   opinion,   but  much  to  confirm  it, 
Sliould  these  expectations  be  realized,  a  suitable  fund 
would  thus  be  pro<luced-for  the  plan  under  consideration 
to  operate  upon;  andif  tliere  be  no  such  fund,  its  adop- 
tion will,  in  my-  opinion,  work  no  injury  to  any  interest; 
for  I  cannot  assent  to  the  justness  of  the  apprehension 
tliat  the  establishment  of  tlie  proposed  system  would  tend 
to  the  encoiirageinent  of  improvident  legislation  of  the 
character  supposed.     Whatever  the  proper  authority,  tn 
the  exercise  of  constitutional  power,  shall,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  decide  to  be  for  the  general  good,  will,  in  that 
as  in  other  respects,  deserve  and  receive  the  acquies- 
cence and  support  of  the  whole  country;  and  wc  have 
ample  security  that  every  abuse  of  power  in  that  regard, 
by  the  agents  of  the  people,  will  receive  a  speedy  and 
effectual  corrective  at  their  hands.     Tlie  views  which  I 
take  of  the  future,  founded  on  the  obvious  and  increasing 
improyement  of  all  elaases  of  our  fellow-citizens,  in  intel- 
ligence, and  in  public  and  private  virtue,  leave  me  with- 
out'much  apprenension  on  tliat  head. 

I  do  not  aoubt  that  those  who  come  afler  us  will  be  as 
much  alive  as  we  are  to  the  obligation ,  upon  all  the  trus- 
tees of  political  power  to  exempt  those  for  whom  they 
act  from  all  unnecessary  burdens^  and  as  sensible  of  the 
great  truth,  that  the  resources  of  the  nation, beyond  those 
requVred  for  the  immediate  and  necessary  purposes  of 
Government,  can  no  where  be  so  well  deposited  as  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people. 

It  may  sometimes  happen  that  the  interests  of  particular 
States  would  not  be  deemed  to  coincide  with  the  general 
interest  in  relation  to  improvement  within  such  States. 
But,  if  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  tliis  source  is 
sufficient  to  require  it,  a  discretion  niighl  be  reserved  to 
Congress  to  direct^  to  such  improvements  of  a  general 
character  as  the  States  concerned  might  not  be  disposed 
to  unite  in,  the  application  of  the  quotas  of  those  States, 
under  the  restriction  of  confining  to  each  State  the  ex- 
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peiuliture  of  iis  appropriate  quota.  It  may,  however,  be 
Assumed  as  a  safe  general  rtiie,  that  sucli  improvements 
as  serve  to  increase  ihe  prosperity  oPthe  pespective  States 
in  which  they  are 'made,  by  givinjf  new  facilities  to  trade, 
and  thereby  augmenting  the  wealth  and  comfort  of  their 
inhabitants,  constitute  the  surciit  mode  of  conferring  per- 
manent and  substantial  advantages  upon  the  wl>ole.  l1)e 
strength,  as  well  as  the  (me  glory,  of  the  confederacy,  is 
mainly  founded  on  the  prosperity  ami  power  of  the  seve- 
ral independent  Kovereigntios  of  which  it  is  composed, 
and  the  certainty  with  which  they  can  be  brought  into 
successful,  active  co-opcra.lion,through  ihe  agency  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

It  is,  moreover,  within  the  knowledjre  of  stich  .as  are 
at  all  conversant  with  public  aftairs,  that  scliemes  of  in- 
ternal impi"ovcment  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  pro 
posed,  wluch,  from  their  extent  and  seeming  magnili« 
ccnce,  were  regariled  :«s  of  national  concemmeirt;  but 
which,  tipop  fuller  consideration  and  further  experience, 
woidd  now  be  rejected  with  great  unanimity. 

That  the  plan  under  consideration  would  derive  impor- 
tant advantages  from  its  certainty;  and  that  the  moneys 
set  apart  for  these  purposes  would  be  more  judiciously 
applied  and  economically  expended  imder  the  direction 
of  the  State  Legislatures,  in  which  every  part  of  each 
State  is  immediately  represented,  cannot,  I  think,  be 
doubted.  In  the  new  States  particularly,  where  a  com- 
paratively small  p<}pulation  is  scattered  over  an  extensive 
surface,  and  the  representation  in  Congress  consequently 
ver)'  limited,  it  is  imtural  to  expect  that  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  Federal  Government  woulil  be  more 
likely  to  be  expended  in  the  vicinity  of  those  members 
through  whose  immediate  agency  they  were  obtained, 
than  if  the  iiuids  were  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Legisbture,  in  which  every  county  of  the  State  has  its 
own  representative.  I'his  supposition  does  nut  necessa- 
rily impugn  the  motives  of  Mich  Congressional  represen- 
tatives, nor  is  it  ao  intended.  We  are  all  sensible  of  the 
bias  to  which  the  strongest  minds  and  purest  liearts  are, 
under  such  circumstances,  liable.  In  respect  to  the  last 
objection,  its  probajslo  effect  upon  the  dignity  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  State  Governments,  it  appears  to  me  on- 
ly necessary  to  state  the  case  as  it  is,  and  as  it  wouhl  be  if 
the  measure  proposed  were  adopted,  to  show  that  the 
operation  is  most  likely  to  be  the  very  rovense  of  that 
which  the  objection  supposes. 
In  the  one  case,  the  State  would  receive  its  quota  of 


general  wcdi.  Unless  the  American  people  have  dege- 
neratefl,  the  same  result  csn  be  again  effected,  whenever 
experience  points  ont  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  the  sane 
means  to  uphold  tlie  fid>ric  which  their  fathers  have  rear- 
ed* it  is  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  nuke  a  system  uf 
government  like  ours,  or  any  other,  operate  with  precise 
•quafity  Rpon  Slates  situated  like  those  which  compoic 
this  Confederacy;  nor  is  iifequality  always  injustice.  Eve- 
ry State  cannot  expect  to  shape  the  measures  of  the  Ge- 
neral Government  to  suit  its  own  particular  interests.  Hie 
causes  which  prevent  it  are  seated  in  the  nature  of  thing^ 
and  cannot  be  entirely  cminteracted  by  human  means. 
Mutual  forbearance,  theref(»re,  becomes  a  duty  obligator)' 
upon  all;  and  we  may,  1  am  confident,  count  ona  chcrr- 
fid  compliance  with  this  high  injuiiction,  on  the  part  ('f 
our  constituents.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  viti 
object  to  make  such  comparatively  inconsiderable  sacri- 
fipea  lor  the  preservation  of  riglits  and  privileges,  whicb 
other  less  fiivored  poKions  of  the  world  have  in  vim  «^() 
ed  through  aeas  ofblood  to  acquire.  . 

Our  course  is  a  safe  one,  if  it  be  but  faithfully  acllierrJ 
to.  Acquiescence  in  the  constitutionally  expressed  viQ 
of  the  majority,  and  the  exercise  of  that  will  in  a  spirit 
of  moderation,  justice,  and  brotherly  kindness  ^>ll  ^^ 
stitute  a  cement  which  would  forever  preserve  «ir  Union. 
Those  who  clierish  and  inculcate  sentiments  like  thes^, 
render  a  ifiost  essential  service  to  Uieir  country  ;  whtlbC 
those  who  seek  to  weaken  their  influence,  are,  however 
eonscientiods  and  praiseworthy  their  intentions,  in  effect 
its  worst  enemies. 

If  the  intelligence  and  influence  of  the  country,  in- 
stead of  laboring  to  foment  sectional  prejudices,  to  be 
made  sui>servient  to  party  warfare,  were,  in  good  faitli, 
applied  to  the  enidication  of  causes  of  lt)cal  discontent, 
by  the  improvement  of  our  institutions,  and  by  facilitat- 
ing their  a<laptation  to  the  condition  of  the  times,  this 
task  wotild  prove  one  of  less  difficulty.  May  we  not 
hope  that  the  ol)vi(>fi!rinterests  of  our  common  country, 
and  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened  patriotism,  will,  intk 
end,  lead  the  public  mind  in  that  direction. 

Af\er  all,  the  nature  of  the  subject  does  not  admit  of  & 
plan  wholly-  free  from  objection.  That  whicli  hasfiv 
some  time  been  in  operation  is,  perhaps,  the  worst  that 
could  exist ;  and  every  advance  tlmt  can  be  made  in  its 
improvement  is  a  matter  eminently  worthy  of  your  most 
dciiberaic  attention. 
Iti  s  vexy  possible  that  one  better  calculated  toMTftt 


the  national  revenue  for  domestic  use,  upon  a  fixed  priii-  the  objects  in  view  may  yet  be  devised.  If  so,  it  is  to  be 
ciple,  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  from  a  fund- to  the  creation  hoped  that  thoae  who  disapprove  of  the  past,  and  dis 
of  which  it  had  itself  contrib^ited  its  fair  proportion,  sent  from  what  is  proposed  for  the  future,  will  feci  it  tbeir 
Surely  there  could  be  nothing  derogatory  in  that.  As  duty  to  direct  their  attention  to  it,  as  they  must  be  sens- 
matters  now  stand,  the  States  themselves,  in  their  sove-  ble  tliat,  unless  some  fixed  rule  for  the  action  of  llic  Ye- 
reign  character,  are  not  untrequenily  petitioners  at  the    deral  Government  in  this  respect  is  established,  the conrae 

now  attempted  to  be  arrested  will  be  again  resorted  lo- 
Any  mode  which  is  calculated  to  give  the  greatest  degree 
of  effect  and  liarmony  to  our  legislation  upon  the  sub- 
ject— which  shall  best  serve  to  keep  the  movements  of 
the  Federal  Government  witiiin  the  sphere  intended  b> 
those  wlio  modelled  and  those  whf>  adopted  it— which 
shall  lead  to  the  extinguishment  of  tlie  national  debt  in 
the  shortest  period,  and  impose  the  lightest  burdens  up 
on  our  constituents,  shall  receive  from  me  a  cordial  aiid 
firm  suppott. 

Among  the  objects  of  great  national  concern,  I  cannot 
omit  to  press  again  upon  your  attention  that  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  regulates  tlie  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President.  The  necessity  for  its  amendmcot  i* 
made  so  clear  to  my  mind  by  the  obses^ation  of  its  euK 
and  by  the  many  able  discussions  which  they  have  clici'- 
ad  on  the  flour  of  Congress  and  cfsewhere,  that  1  shouhl 
be  wanting  to  my  duty  were  I  to  withhold  another  ex- 
pression of  my  deep  solioitiide  upon  the  subject.  (^^ 
system  fortunately  contemplates  a  recurrence  to  first  pn»- 


bur  of  I  he  Federal  Legislature  for  such  allowances  out  of 
tlic  national  treasury  as  it  may  comport  with  their  plea- 
sure or  sense  of  duty  to  bestow  upon  them.  It  canuot 
require  argument  to  prove  which  of  the  two  courses  is 
most  compatible  with  the  efficiency  or  respectability  of 
the  State  Governments. 

But  all  these  are  matters  for  discussion^  and  dispassion- 
ate consideration.  That  the  desired  adjustment  would 
be  attended  with  difliculty,afrords  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  attempted.  The  effective  operation  of  such  mo- 
tives would  have  prevented  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion under  which  we  liave  so  long  lived,  and  under  the 
benign  influence  of  which  our  beloved  country  has  so 
signally  prospered.  The  framers  of  that  sacred  instru- 
ment had  gt^eater  difficulties  to  overcome^  and  they  did 
overcome  them.  l*hc  patriotism  of  the  people,  directed 
by  a  deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  Union,  pro- ; 
duccd  mutual  concession  and  rccipn>cal  forbearance. 
Strict  right  was  merged  in  a  spirit  of  compromise,  and  the 
result  has  conseei'ated  their  disinterested  devotion  to  the 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  ($  Sealon'a  Register. 


ix 


Freaident's  Meaaage, 


[2l9t  Cons.  2d  Sxw. 


oipU's,    clinenn^i^,  in  tliis  rrnpect,   froin.all  that  have  pre 
cccicril  it,  and  securing^  it,  I  trust,  equally  against  tb«  de 
oay  and  Uie  commotions  which   hare  ms^ked  the  pro- 
g*ixrss  of  other  Goremments.     Our   fellow-citizens,   too, 
^who,  in  pro|>ortion  lo  tlieir  love  of  libciiy,  keep  a  steady 
eye  upon  the  means  of  susUininjEr'  it,  do  not  require  to  be 
rt'rniiided  of  the  duly  tliey  owe  to  thenuelves  t«r  remedy  I 
all  essential  defects  in  so  vital  a  part   of  their  system. 
%Vhile  thoy  are  sensible  that  every  evil  atteiulant  upon 
it3  operation  is  not  necessarily  indicative  of  a  bad  ocgani- 
zatioiY,  but  may  proceed  frcmi  lempowry  causes,  y^t  the 
habit«ial  presence,   or  even  a  single  instance   of  evils 
which  can  be  clearlv  tmeed  to  an  orj^anic  defect,  will  not, 
I  tr«ist,  be  ovcrlffoked  throuf^h  a  too  scrupulous  venera- 
tion for  the  work  ol  then*  ancestors.     The  Constitution 
wa-s  an  experiment  committed  to  the  viHue  and  intcll.- 
I^ence  of  .the  if reat  mass  of  our  countrymen,  in  whose 
ranks  tlie  framersof  it  themselves  were  to  peiform  the 
(>a.rl  of  patriotic  observation  ami  scrutiny ;  and  if  they 
have  passed  from  the  stage  of  existence  with  an  incrtas- 
ed  coniidence  in  its  general  adaptation  to  our  condition, 
we  should  learn  from  authority  6if  higli  the  duty  of  forti- 
fying' the  points  in  it  which  time  proves  to  be  exposed, 
rather  than   be  deterred  from  approaching  them  by  tlic 
sug^f^estions  of  fear,  or  the  dictates  of  misplaced  rever- 
ence. 

A  proTision  which  does  not   secure   to  the  people  a  di- 
rect choice  of  their  Chief  Magistrate,  but  has  a  tendency 
to  defeat  their  will,  presented  to  my  mind  such  an  incon* 
sistency  with  the  general  spirit  of  our  instituticMS,  that  I 
was  induced  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  tite  substi- 
tute  which  appeared  to  me  at  the  same   thne  the  most 
likely  to  correct  the  evil  and  to  meet  the  views  uf  our 
constitueiits.  The  most  mittur*  reflection  since  Ims  added 
btrengtii  to  ilie  belief  (hat  the  best  interests  of  our  coun- 
try require  the  speedy  adoption  of  some  plan  calculated 
to  e fleet  this  end.     A  contingency  which  sometimes  pla- 
CGA  it  in  the  power  of  a  single  member  of  the  House  of 
KcprescHtaiives  to  decide  an  election  of  so  high  and  so- 
lemn a  character,  is  unjuHt  to  the  people,  and  becomes, 
wiien  it  occurs,  a  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  iodivi- 
duals  thus  brought  into  power,  and  a  c^use  of  distrust  of 
the   representative  body.     Liable  as  the  confederacy  is, 
from  its  great  extent,  to  parties  founded  upon  sectional 
interests,  and  to  a  corresponding  multiplication  of  candi- 
dates for  the  Presitlency,  the  temlency  of  the  constitu- 
tional reference  to  the  Houne  of  Representatives,  is,  to 
Jcvulve  the  election  upon   that  body  in  almost  every  in- 
^tance,  and,  whatever  choice  may  then  be  mwde  among 
the  Candidates  thus  prese^ited  to  them,  to  swell  the  influ- 
ence of  particular  interests  to  a  degree  incoiuiistent  with 
the  general  good.     I'he  conse<luences  of  this  feature  of 
the  Constitution  ap|^ear  fiir  mure  threatening  to  the  peace 
an<l  integfrity  of  the  Union  than  any  which  1  can  conceive 
as  likely  to  result  from  the  simple  legislative  action  of  the 
Federal  Gcivernment. 

It  was  a  leading  object  wiih  tlie  framers  of  the  Con- 
stiitiUon  to  keep  as  separate  as  possible  the  action 
of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  branches  of  the  Go- 
vei'nroent.  To  secure  this  object,  nothing  is  more 
cs^'iitial  than  to  preserve  tlie  fofuicr  from  the  temp- 
tations of  pnrate  ii)ici*e8t,  and,  therefore,  so  t«>  dn*ect 
the  pairynagc  of  the  latter  as  not  to  permit  such  temp- 
tations to  be  ufferetl.  Kxpcriencc  abundaatly  demon- 
str^Ates  that  every  precaution  in  this  respect  is  u  viiluabla 
safeguard  of  liberty,  and  one  wliich  my  reflections  upon 
the  tcuilencies  of  our  system  incUnc  me  to  think  shouUl 
be  made  still  stninger.  It  was  for  this  reason  that,  iJi 
connexion  with  an  amendment  of  tiie  Constitution,  re- 
moving all  intermediate  agency  in  the  choice  uf  the  Fre- 
sident,  I  recommended  some  restrictions  u{M)n  the  re-eli- 
gibility of  that  ofliccr,  and  upon  the  tenure  of  ofiiees  ge- 
nerally.    The  reason  still  exists ;  and  I  renew  tlie  rc- 
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commeiKlation,  with  an  increased   confidence  tlmt  its 
a<lopiion  will  strengthen  those  checks  by  which  the  Con- 
stitution designed  to  sector  the  independence  of  each 
department  <>f  the  Gevernment,  and  promote  the  health, 
ful  ami  equitable  administration  of  all  the  trusts  which  it 
has  createtl.     'Hie  agent  most  likely  to  contravene  this 
design  of  the  Constitution  is  the  Chief  Magistrate.     In 
onler,  particularly,  that  his  ap[>ointment  may,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  any  improper 
influences;  in  order,that  lie  may  approach  the  solemn  re- 
sponsibiliiies  uf  the  highest  otAce  in  the  gift  of  a  free 
pe<»ple,  uiicommitteil  to  any  otiier  course  tlian  the  strict 
line  of  constitutioiuU  duty  j  and  that  the  securities  for 
this  independence  may  be  rendered  as  strong  as  the  ni(- 
ture  of  power,  and  the  weakness  of  its  possessor,  wiU 
admit,  I  cannot  too  earnestly  invite  your  attention  to  the 
propriety  of  promoting  such  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  will  render  htm  ineligible  after  one  term  of 
service. 

It  gives  Me  pleasure  to  announce  to  Congress  that  the 
benevolent  policy  of  the  Government*  steadily  pursued 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
Indians  beyond  the  white  settlemcata,  is  approaching 
to  a  happy  consummation.  Two  important  tnbes  liave 
accepted  the  provision  made  fbr  their  removal  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress ;  and  it  is  believed  that  their  exam- 
ple will  induce  the  remaining  tribes,  also,  to  seek  the 
same  obvious  advantages. 

The  consequences  of  a  speedy  removal  wUl  be  ira* 
portant  to  the  United  States,  to  individual  States,  and  to 
the  Indians  themselves.  The  pecuniary  advantages  which 
it  promises  to  the  Government  are  the  least  of  its  re- 
commendations.    It  puts  an '  end  to  all  possible  danger 
of  collision  between  the  authorities  of  the  General  and 
State  Governments,  on  account  of  the  Indians.    It  will 
place  a  dense  and  civilized  pomilation  in  lai-g«  tracts  of 
country  now  occupi^  by  a  few  savage  hunters.     By 
opening  the  whole  territory  between  Tennessee  on  the 
north,  and  Louisiana  on  the  south,  to  the  'settlement  of 
tl^e  whites,  it  will  incalculably  strengthen  the  southwest- 
ern frotitier,   and    render  the  adjacent  States    strong 
enough  to  repel  future  invasion  without  remote  aid.     It 
Hill  relieve  the    whole   State  of   Mississippi,  and  the 
western  part  of  Alabama,  of  Indian  occupancy ,  and  ena- 
ble those  Sthtes  to  advance  rapidly  in  population,  wealth, 
and  power.     It  will  separate  the  Indiaj|S  from  immediate 
contact  with  settlements  of  whites ;  free  them  from  the 
power  of  tlie  Sutes  ;  enable  them  to  puraue  happiness 
in  their  own  way,  and- under  tlieir  own  rude  institutions  ; 
will  retard  the  progress  of  decay,  which  is  lessening  their 
nunibers  ;  ainJ  perhaps  cause  them  graduAlly,  under  tlie 
protection  of  the  Government,  and  through  the  influence 
of  good  counsels,  to  cast  off  their  savage  habits,  and  be- 
come an  interesting,  civilized,  and  Clu^Bttan  community, 
Theje  coitsequences,  some  of  them  so.  certain«  and  the 
rest  so  probable,  nutke  the  complete  execution  of  the 
plan  sanctioned  by  Congress  at  their  last  session  an  object 
of  much  solicitude. 

Toward  the  aborigines  of  the  country  no  one  can  in- 
dulge a  more  friendly  feeling  tluin  myself^  or  would  go 
funlier  in  attempting  to  reclaim  them  from  their  wander- 
ing habits,  and  make  them  a  happy  and  prosperous  peo- 
ple. 1  liave  endeavored  to  impress  upon  tliem  my  own 
solemn  convictions  of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  Ge- 
neifd  Goveniment  m  relation  to  the  State  authorities. 
For  the  justice  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  SUtes  witliin 
the  scope  of  tlieir  reserved  powers^  thev  are  not  respon- 
sible to  tills  Government.  As  individuals^  we  may  enter- 
tain and  express  our  opinions  of  their siots ;  but^  as  a  Go- 
vernment, we  have  as  little  right  to  contiol  them  as  we 
have  to  prescribe  kws  to  foreign  nations. 

With  a  full  nadersUnding  of  Uie  subject,  the  ChoeUW 
and  Chickasaw  tribes  have,  with  great  unanimity,  deter* 
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mined  to  avail  themselves  of  the  liberal  offers  presented 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  have  ag^ed  «to  remove  be- 
yond  the  Miasisaippi  river.     Treaties  have  been  msde 


tory,  to  pay  the  expense  of  hn  removal,  and  snipport  him  m 
year  in  his  new  abo'le  f  How  many  thouaancU  csf  o«ir  ovn 
people  would  gfladly  embrace  the  opportunity  uf  remov- 


with  them,  which,  m  due  season,  will  be  submitted  for  |  mg  to  the  west  cmi  such  conditions  !     If  the  olTcra  ms<le 


conaderation.  In  negotiating  these  treaties,  they  were 
made  to  undemand  their  true  condition  ;  and  they  have 
prcferrecl  maintaining  their  independence  in  tlie  Western 
forests  to  submitting  to  the  laws  of  the  States  in  which  they 
now  reside.  These  treaties  being  probably  the  last  which 
will  ever  be  made  with  them,  are  characterized  by  great 
liberality  on  the  paK  of  the  Government,  'lliey  give  the 
•Indians  a  liberal  sum  in  consideration  of  their  removal,and 
comfortable  subsistence  on  their  arrival  at  tlieir  new  h^mes. 
If  it  be  thair  real  interest  to  maintain  a  separate  existence, 
they  will  there  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  without  the  incon> 
veniances  ami  vexations  to  which  they  would  unavoida- 
bly have  been  subject  in  Alabama  ami  Mi^saippi . 

Humanity  has  often  wept  over  the  fate  of  the  abori- 
gines of  this  country;  and  philanthropy  haa^een  long 
busily  employed  in  devising  means  to  avert  it.     But  its 

Erogress  has  never  for  a  moment  been  arrcated  ;  and  one 
y  one  have  many  powerful  tribes  disappeared  from  the 
earth.  To  follow  to  the  tomb  the  lasi  of  his  race,  and  to 
tread  on  the  graves  of  extinct  nations,  excites  melancho- 
ly reflections.  But  true  philanthropy  reconciles  the 
mind  to  tlieae  vicissitudes,  as  it  does  to  the  extinction  of 
one  generation  to  make  room  for  another.  In  the  mo- 
numents and  fortresses  of  an  unknown  people,  spread 
over  the  extenaive  regions  of  the  West,  we  behold  the 
memorials  of  a  once  powerful  race,  which  was  extermi- 
nated,  or  has  disappeared,  to  make  nK>mibrthe  existing 
savage  tribes.  Vor  is  there  any  thing  in  this,  which, 
upon  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  general  Interests  of 
the  human  race,  is  to  be  regretted.  Philanthropy  could 
not  wish  to  see  this  continent  restored  to  the  condition 
in  which  it  was  found  by  our  forefathers.  What  g^ood 
man  weuld  prefer  a  country  covered  with  forests,  and 
ranged  by  a  few  thousand  savages,  to  our  extensive  re- 
public, studded  with  cities,  towns,  and  prosperinis  farmH; 
embellished  with  all  II le  improvements  which  art  can  de- 
vise, or  industry  execute;  occupied  by  more  than  twelve 
millions  of  happy  people,  and  filled  with  all  the  blessings 
of  liberty,  civilization,  and  religion  ! 

The  present  policy  of  the  Government  is  but  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  same  progressive  change,    by  a  mikler 
process.  ^  The  tribes  which  occupied  tlie  countries  now 
constituting  the  Eastern  States  were  annihilateil,  or  have 
Ihelttd  away,  to  make  room  for  the  whhes.    The  waves 
of  population  and  civilization  are  rolling  to  \Uc  West- 
ward ;  and  we  now  propose  to  acquire  the  countries  oc- 
cupied by  the  red  men  of  the  South  and  > West,  by  a  fair 
exchange,  and,  at  the  expense  of  the  U.  States,  to  send 
them  to  a  land  where  their  existence  may  be  prolonged, 
and  perbapa  made  perpetual.  Doubtless  it  will  be  painful 
to  leave  the  graves  of  tneir  fathers;  but  what  do  they  more 
than  our  ancestors  did,  or  than  our  children  are  now  doing? 
To  better  their  condition  in  an  unknown  land,  our  fore- 
others  left  all  that  was  dear  in  earthly  objects.     Our  chil- 
dren, by  thousands,  yearly  leave  the  land  of  their  birth,  to 
seek  new  homes  in  distant  regions.    Does  humanity  weep 
at  these  painful  separations  from  every  thing,  animate  and 
inanimate,  with  which  the  young  heart  has  become  en- 
twined ?    Far  from  it.    It  is  rather  a  source  of  joy  that 
our  country  affords  scope  where  our  young  population 
may  range  Unconstrained  in  body  or  in  mind,  developing 
the  power  and  faculties  of  man  in  their  highest  perfec- 
tion.   These  remove  htmdreds,  and  almost  tliousands  of 
miles,  at  their  own  expense,  purchase  the  lands  they  oc- 
cupy»  and  support  themselves  at  their  new  home  from 
the  moment  of  thfur  arrival.     Can  it  be  cruel  in  this  Go- 
vernment, when,  by  events  which  it  cannot  control,  tlie 
Indian  is  made  discontented  in  his  ancient  Jiome,  to  pur- 
chase  his  hmda,  to  give  him  a  new  and   extensive  terri- 


lo  the  Indians  were  extemWd  to  them,  tlaey  vrouki  be 
hailed  with  gmtitude  and  joy. 

And  is  it  supposed  that  the  wandering  asvage  has  % 
8tronge^  attachment  to  his  home,  than  the  settled,  avi- 
lized  Christian  *  Is  it  more  afBicving  to  him  to  leave  thr 
graves  of  his  Others,  than  it  is  to  our  brothers  a  ad  cliil- 
dren.?  Rightly  considered,  the  policy  of  tlie  Genentl 
Government  towards  the  red  man  is  not  only  liberal  but 
generous,  lie  is  lutwitling  to  submit  to  the  laWs  ui  the 
States,  ami  iliingle  witli  tlicir  population.  To  save  hioi 
from  this  alternative,  or  perhaps  uttef^  annihilation,  the 
General  Government  kindly  oners  him  a  new  home,  and 
proposes  to  pay  the  whole  expense  ot  bis  removal  and 
settlement. 

In  tlie  consummation  of  a  policy  ori^naling  at  an  ear- 
ly period,  and  steadily  pursued  by  ft  very  adminiatratuMi 
within  the  present  century — so  jiist  to  the  States,  and  &<> 
generous  to  the  Indians,  thtf  Kxecutive  feels  it  Uas  a  rigtn 
to  expect  the  co-operation  of  Congreas,  and  of  all  gtioil 
and  disinterested  men.  The  States,  moreover,  liaves 
right  to  demand  it.  It  was  substantially  a  part  of  the  com- 
pact which  made  them  members  (x  our  confederac) . 
With  Georgia,  there  is  an  express  contract  ;  with  the 
new  States,  an  implied  one,  of  equal  obligation.  Why, 
in  authorizing  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  l^li«9ouri,  Mis5iij»p- 
pi,  and  AUbama,  to  form  constitutions,  and  become  sepa- 
rate  Sti^tes,  did  Congress  include  within  their  limits  ex- 
tensive tracts  of  Indian  lauds,  apd,  in  some  instances 
powerful  Indian  tribes  }  Was  it  not  understood  by  botu 
parties  that  the  power  of  the  States  was  to  be  co-exten- 
sive with  their  limits,  and  that,  with  all  convenient  dcs- 
patcli,  the  General  Government  should  extinguisli  the  In. 
dian  title,  and  remove  every  obstruction  to  the.  complete 
jurisdiction  of  the  Stste  Governments  over  the  so^l  ' 
Probsbly  not  one  of  those  Slates  would  have  accepted  a 
separate  existence — certainly  it  would  never  have  bee.t 
gi'SMited  by  Congress — Imd  it  been  understood  that  they 
were  to  be  confined  forever  to  those  small  portions  o: 
their  nominal  territory,  the  Indifti  title  to  which  luul  si 
the  time  been  extinguishes!. 

It  is,  therefore,  a  duty  which  this  Government  owes  to 
the  new  States,  lo  extinguish,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  In- 
dian lillc  to  all  bnds  which  Congress  the omelves  have  io- 
cluded  within  their  limits.  When  tliis  is  done,  the  du- 
ties of  tlie  General  Govei-nment  in  relation  to  the  States 
and*  Intlians  williin  their  limits  are  at  an  end.  The  In 
diaiis  may  leave  the  State  or  not,  as  they  choose.  Ti>: 
purchase  of  iheir  lands  docs  not  alter,  in  the  least,  their 
personal  rclarKuis  with  the  State  Government.  No  act 
of  the  General  Government  has  ever  been  deemed  nece^i- 
sar)'  to  give  the  States  jurisdiction  over  the  persons  of  mc 
Indians.  That  they  possess,  by  virtue  of  their  sovereign 
power  within  their  own  limits,  in  as  full  a  manner  befure 
as  atlcr  the  puraliase  of  the  Indian  lands  {  nor  can  thu 
Government  add  to  or  ditninish  it. 

May  we  not  hope,tht:refore,that  all  good  oitizena,and  none 
more  zealously  Uian  those  who  think  the  Indians  oppres- 
sed by  subjection  to  the  laws  of  the  States,  will  unite  ui 
attempting  to  open  the  eyes  of  those  children  of  the 
forest  to  Uieir  true  condition,  and,  by  a  apeedy  lemovAl 
to  relieve  tliem  from  the  evils,  real  or  imaginary,  present 
or  prospective,  with  which  they  may  be  supposed  to  be 
threatened. 

Among  the  numerous  causes  of  congratulation,  (be 
condition  of  our  impost  revenue  deserves  special  men- 
tion, inasmuch  as  it  promises  the  means  of  ext  inguiJ»fi^ 
the  public  debt  sooner  tlian  waa  anticipated,  aivl  fiimidi- 
es  u. strong  illubtration  of  the  practical  effects  of  the  pre 
sent  tariff  upon  our  commercial  interests. 
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The  object  of  the  tariJT  is  objected  to  by  some  at  un* 
constitutional  $  and  it  is  considered  by  almost  all  as  de^ 
f'ective  in  many  of  its  parts. 

11i€  power  to  impo^se  duties  on  imports  originally  be- 
longed to  tlie  several  States.  The  right  to  a(tjiist  those 
duties  with  a  view  to  the  encnuragemetit  uf  domestic 
branches  of  industry  is  so  completely  incidental  to  that 
power,  that  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  the  existence  o(  the 
on«  without  the  otlicr.  The  States  have  delegated  their 
w^hole  authority  over  imports  to  the  General  Government, 
without  limitation  or  restriction,  saviu}^  the  very  inconsi- 
derable reservation  rebting  to  their  inspection  laws. — 
This  authority  having  thus  entirely  p;Lssed  fn)in  the 
States,  the  right  to  exercise  it  for  the  purpose  of  protec- 
tion does  not  exist  in  them  ;  and,  consequently,  if  it  he 
not  possessed  by  the  General  Guvernnient,  it  must  be  ex- 
tinct.  Our  political  system  would  thus  prcsejit  the  ano- 
maly of  a  people  stripped  uf  the  riglit  to  fosier  their  own 
industry,  and  to  counteract  tlie  most  selfish  and  destruc- 
tive policy  which'  might  be  udopte'd  by  foreign  natious. 
'i*hts  surely  cannot  be  the  case:  this  indispensable  power, 
thus  surrendered  by  tUc  States,  nmiit  be  within  tlii;  scope 
of  the  authority  on  the  subject  expressly  delegated  to 
Congress. 

In  this  conclusion,  I  ;yii  confirmed  as  well  by  the  opin- 
ions of  Presidents  Washington,  Jeiferson,  Madison,  and 
Munn>e,  who  have  each  refjieatedly  recommended  the 
exercise  of  tliis  riglit  under  the  Constitution,  as  by  the 
uniform  practice  of  Congress,  the  continued  acquiescence 
of  the  States,  jind  the  general  understanding  of  the. 
people. 

The  difficulties  of  a  more  expedient  adjustment  of  the 
present  tariff",  althougii  great,  ai-e  far  from  being  insur- 
mountable. Some  are  unwilling  to  improve  any  of  its 
parts,  because  they  would  destroy  the  whole:  others  fear 
lo  touch  the  objectionable  parts,  lest  those  they  appi'ove 
should  be  jeopardied.  1  am  persuaded  that  the  advocates 
of  these  conflicting  views  do  injustice  to  the  American 
people,  and  to  their  Hepresentatives.  The  general  inte- 
rciit  is  the  interest  ot*  each:  and  my  confidence  i^  entire, 
that,  to  ensure  the  adoption  of  such  modifications  of  Ihe 
(ariff  as  the  general  interest  requires,  it  is  only  necessary 
Uiat  that  interest  should  be  understood. 

It  is  an  infirmity  of  our  nature  to  nungle  our  interests 
and  prejudices  with  the  operation  of  qur  reasoning  pow- 
ers, and  attribute  to  the  objects  of  our  likes  and  disliltes 
qualities  they  do  not  possess,  and  effects  they  cannot 
prcxiucc.     The  effects  of  the  present  tariff  are  doubtless 
overrated,  both  in  its  evils  and  in  its  advantages.     By  one 
class  of  reasyners,  the  reduced  price  of  cotton  and  other 
agricultural  products  is  ascribed  wholly  to  its  influence, 
and  by  another,  the  reduced  price  of  manufactured  arti- 
cles.    The  probability  is,  tliat  neither  opiniou  approach* 
es  the  truth,  and  that  both  are  induced  by  that  influence 
of  interests  and  prejudices  to  which  I  have  referred. 
Tlie  decrease  of  prices  extends  throughout  the  commer- 
cial world,  embracing  not  o»ly  the  raw  material  and  the 
manufactured  article,  but  provisions   and   lands.     The 
cause  must,  therefore,   be  deeper  and  more  pervading 
than  the  tariff*  of  the  United  States.      It  may,  in  a  mea- 
Mtre,  be  attributable   to  the  increased  value  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  produced  by  a  diminution  of  the  supply* 
and  ail  increase  in  the  demand  ;  while  commerce  has  ra- 
pidly extended  itself,  and  population  has  augmented. 
The  supply  of  gold  and  silver,   the  general  medium  of 
exchange,  has  been  greatly  interrupted  by  civil  convul- 
sions in  the  cuuiiti'ies  from   which  they  are  principally 
drawn.     A  part  of  the  effect,  too,  is  doubtless  owing  lo 
an  increase  of  operatives  and  improvements  in  machine- 
ry.    But,  on  the  whole,  it  is  questionable  whether  the 
reduction  in  the  price  of  lands,  produce,  and  manufac- 
tures, has  been  greater  than  the  appreciation  of  the  stan- 
dard of  value. 


While  the  chief  object  of  duties  should  be  revenue, 
they  may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  encourage  mmnufiitctares. 
In  this  adjustment,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  tlie  Go- 
vernment to  be  guided  by  the  general  good.  Objects  of 
national  importance,  alone,  ought  to  be  protected  ;  of 
these  the  productions  of  our  soil,  our  minei^  and  our 
workshops,  essential  to  national  defence,  occupy  the  first 
rank.  Whatever  other  species  of  domestic  industry,  ha- 
ving the  importance  to  wliich  I  have  referred,  may  be 
expected,  at\er  temporary  protection,  to  compete  with 
foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,  merit  the  same  attention  in 
a' subordinate  degree. 

The  present  tariff  taxes  some  of  the  comforts  of  life 
unnecessarily  high  «  it  underUkes  to  protect  interests 
too  local  and  minute,  to  justify  a  general  exaction  ;  and 
it  also  attempts  to  force  some  kinds  of  manufactures,  for 
which  the  country  is  not  ripe.  Much  relief  will.be  deri- 
ved, in  some  of  these  respects,  from  the  measures  of  your 
last  session. 

The  best,  as  well  as  fairest  mode  of  determining  whe* 
ther,  from  any  just  considerations,  a  particular  interest 
ought  to  receive  protection,  would  be  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion singly  for  deliberation.  If,  after  due  examination  of 
its  merits,  unconnected  with  extraneous  consideration^^ 
such  as  a  desire  to  sustain  a  general  system,  or  to  ptir- 
chase  support  for  a  different  interest — it  should  enlist  in 
its  favor  a  majority  of  the  RepresenUtives  of  the  people, 
there  can  be  little  danger  of  wrong  or  injury  in  adjusting 
the  Uiiff,  with  reference  to  its  protective  effect.  If  thii 
obviously  just  principle  were  honestly  adhered  to,  the 
branches  of  uuhistry  whidi  deserve  protection,  would  be 
saved  from  the  prejudice  excited  against  them,  when 
that  pi*otection  forms  part  of  a  system  by  which  portions 
of  the  country  feel,or  conceive  themselr^s  tp  be.  Oppress- 
ed. What  IS  incalculably  more  important,  the  vital  prin- 
ciple of  our  system— that  principle  which  requires  acquis 
esccnce  in  the  will  #f  the  majority— woukl  be  secure 
from  the  discredit  and  danger  to  which  it  is  exposed  by 
tlie  acts  of  majorities,  founded,  not  on  identity  of  con- 
viction, but  on  combinations  of  small  minorities,entefed 
into  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  assistance  in  tneasures 
which,  resting  solely  on  their  own  merits,  could  never  be 
carried. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  this  is  a  subject  of  so  nuiob  deli- 
cacy, on  account  of  the  extended  interests  it  involves,  as 
to  require  that  it  should  be  touched  with  the  utmost  cau- 
tion ;  and  that,  while  an  abandonment  of  the  policy  in 
which  it  originated— a  policy  coeval  with  our  Govern- 
ment, and  pursued  through  successive  administrations, 
is  neither  to  be  expected  or  desired,  the  people  have  a 
right  to  demand,  and  have  demanded,  that  it  be  so  modi- 
fied as  to  correct  abuses  and  obviate  Injustice. 

That  our  deliberations  on  this  interesting  subject 
should  be  uninfluenced  by  those  partisan  conflicts  that 
are  incident  to  firee  institutions,  is  the  fervent  wish  of  my 
heart.  To  make  this  great  question,  which  unhappily  so 
much  divides  and  excites  the  public  mind,  subservient  to 
the  short-sighted  views  of  fiictiun,  must  destroy  all  hope 
ot  settling  it  satisfactorily  to  the  gre^t  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  for  the  general  interest.  I  cannot,  therefore,  on 
taking  leave  of  the  subject,  too  eamtstly  for  my  own 
feelings  or  the  common  good,  warn  you  against  the 
blighting  consequences  of  such  a  course. 

According  to  the  estimates  at  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, the  receipts  ui  the  treasury  during  the  present  year 
will  amount  to  twenty-four  millions  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  thousand  and  eighteen  dollars*  which  will  ex- 
ceed by  about  three  hundred  thot|sand  dollars  the  esti- 
mate presented  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  total  expenditure  during  the  vear, 
exclusive  of  public  debt,  is  estimated  at  thirteen  millions 
seven  bandreci  and  forty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eleven  dollars;  and  the  payment  on  account  of   pub< 
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lie  debt  for  the  same  period  will  have  been  eleven  mil- 
lions three  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  six  imndred 
and  thirty  dollars  ;  leaving  a  baUince  in  the  treasury,  on 
the  first  of  Jauuaiy,  1831,  of  four  millions  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and   eighty *one 

dollars. 

In  Connexion  with  the  condiGon  of  our  finances,  it  af- 
fords roe  pleasure  tp  remark  that  judicious  and  effi<^ient 
arrangements  have  been  (nade  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  securing  the  pecuniary  responsibility  of  the 
public  officers,  an^  the  more  punctual  payment  of  the 
public  dues.  The  revenue  cutter  service  has  been  or- 
ganized, and  placed  on  a  good  footings  and,  aided  by  an 
increase  of  inspectors  at  exposed  points,  and  the  regula- 
tions adopted  under  the  act  of  May,  1830,  for  the  in8|>ec- 
tion  'and  appraisement  o(  merchandise,  liuvc  produced 
much  improvement  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
topre  security  against  tlie  commission  of  frauds  upon  the 
revenue.  Abuses  in  the  allowances  for  fishing  bounties 
have  also  been  corrected,  and  a  material  saving  in  that 
branch  of  the  service,  thereby  efTected.  In  addition  to 
these  improvements,  the  system  of  expenditure  for  sick 
geanteix  belonging  to  the  merchant  services  h?s  been  re- 
vised i  and,  by  being  rendered  unifgi'm  and  economical, 
the  benefits  of  the  fund  applicable  to  this  object  have 
been  U8eful<y  extended. 

The  prosperity  of  our  countiy  is  also  further  evinced 
by  the  mcreased  revenue  arising  fi*om  the  sale  of  public 
lands,  as  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  documents  accom- 
panying it,  which  are  herewith  transmitted.  1  beg  leave 
to  draw  your  attention  to  this  report,  and  to  the  proprie- 
ty of  making  early  appropriations  for  the  objects  which  it 
specifies. 

Your  attention  is  again  invited  to  the  subjects  connect- 
ed  with  that  portion  of  the  public  interests  entrusted  to 
the  War  Department.  Some  of  them  were  refen'ed  to' 
in  my  former  message;  and  thev  are  presented  in  detail 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  herewith  submit- 
ted. Itefer  you,  also  to  the  report  of  that  officer  for  a 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  Army,  fortifications,  ar»en- 
als,  and  Indian  affairs;  all  of  which,  it  will  be  perceived, 
have  been  guarded  with  zealous  attention  and  care.  It 
is  worthp  ofyour  consideration  whether  the  armaments 
necessary  for  the  fortifications  on  our  maritime  frontier, 
which  are  now,  or  shortly  will  be,  completeil,  should  not 
be  in  readiness  sooner  than  the  customary  appropriations 
will  ^enable  the  Department  to  provide  them.  This  pre- 
caution seems  to  be  due  to  the  general  system  of  fortifica. 
tion  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  Congress,  and  is  re- 
commenced  by  that  maUcim  of  wisdom  which  tells  us  in 
peace  to  prepare  for  war. 

.  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
for  a  highly  satis&ctory  account  of  Uie  manner  in  wiiich 
the  concerns  of  that  Department  have  been  conducted 
during  the  present  year.  Our  position  in  relation  to  the 
most  powerful  nations  of  the  earth,  and  the  present  con- 
dition of  Europe^  admonish  us  to  cherisli  this  arm  of  our 
national  defence  with  peculiar  care.  Separated  by  wide 
seas  from  all  those  Governments  whose  power  we  might 
liaye  reason  to  dread,  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
attempts  at  conquest.  It  is  chiefiy  attacks  upon  our 
commerce,  and  harassing  inroads  u'poii  our  coa^t,  against 
which  we  have  to  guard.  A  naval  force  adequate  to  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  always  afloat,  with  an  accu- 
mulation of  the  means  to  give  it  a  rapid  «xten!»ioj)  in  case 
of  need,  furuishss  the  power  by  which  all  such  aggrehsions 
may  be  prcrented  or  repelle^C  The  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment has,  therefore,  been  recently  directed  more  to 
preserving  the  public  vessels  already  built,  and  pn^vidiiig 
materials  to  be  pface4  in  depdt  for  future  use,  than  to  in 
crea^ng  their  ^idmber.  Wi(h  the  aid  of  Congress^  in  a 
few  years,  Ih^  Government  will  be  prepared,  in  ca^e  of 


emergency,  to  put  afloat  a  powerful  Navy  of  new  abipsal. 
most  as  soon  as  old  ones  could  be  repaired. 

Tfic  motif ficalions  in  this  part  of  tlie  service  suggested 
in  my  last  annual  message,  \«  hich  are  noticed  raore  in  de- 
tail i;i  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  N^vy,  are  again 
recommended  to  your  serioirs  alteniion. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  in  like  manner, 
exhibits  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  important  branch  ot' 
the  Government  under  his  charge.  In  addition  l»>  the 
benefits  already  secured  by  the  operations  of  the  Post- 
office  Departmejit,  coristdenibieimprovunieuts  within  the 
present  year,  have  been  made,  hy  an  increase  in  the  :lc- 
coiniflodatioii  afforded  by  sbigc  coaches,  and  in  the  fre- 
quency and  celerity  of  the  mad  between  some  of  the  mosi 
important  points  of  the  Union. 

Under  tlic  late  contracts,  improvements  have  becti  prtv 
vided  for  the  southern  section  of  the  country,  aud,  at  the 
same  time,  an  annual  saving  made  of  upwunU  of  «event%- 
two  thausjind  dolUi-s.  Notwithstanding  the  excess  of  ex-' 
penditure  beyond  tlie  current  receipts  for  a  few  ycar> 
past,  necessarily  incurred  in  the  fulfilment  of  existing 
contracts,  and  in  the  addiiional  expenses,  between  tltc 
periods  of  contnicting,  to  meet  the  'demands  created  by 
the  mpiil  growth  and  extension  of  our  flourishing  country, 
yet  the  satisfactory  ^assurance  is  jjiven,  that  the  future  m- 
venueof  the  Department  will  be  sQfficient  to  meet  its  ex- 
tensive engagements.  The  system  recently  introduced, 
that  subjects  its  receipts  and  disbursements  to  strict  ^gu- 
lation,  has  entirely  fulfilled  its-  design.  It  gives  full  as- 
surance of  the  punctual  transmissioTi,  as  well  a&  the  secu- 
rity, of  the  funds  of  the  Department.  The  efficiency  and 
industry  of  its  officers,  and  the  ability  and  energy  of  c»ii- 
traclars,  justify  an  increased  coiUidencc  in  its  continued 
prosperity. 

The  attention  of  Congrcs<»  was  called,  on  a  furmer  occa- 
sion, to  the  necessity  of  such  a  modificatiou  <if  tl>e  office 
of  Attorney  General  of  the  Unite<l  Slates  as  woidd  render 
it  more  adequate  to  the  wanii  of  the  public  service.   This 
resulted  in  the  establishment  ot'the  office  of  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  ;  and  the  earliest   measures   were  taken  ta 
give  effact  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  which  authorized 
tlie  appointment  of  that  officer,  anl  defined  his   duite». 
But  it  i$  not  believed  that  this  provision,  however  useful 
in  itself,   is  calculated  to  supersede   the  necessity  of  ex- 
tending the  duties  and  powers  of  the  Attorney  Geficrar* 
office.     On  the  contrary,  I  am  convmced  that  the  pubr*c 
interest  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  giving  to  that  offi- 
cer th^  general  superintendence  of  the  various  law  agent* 
of  the  Government,  and  of  all  law  proce^ings,  whether 
civil  or  criminal,  in    which  the  United  States  may  be  in- 
terested i  allowing  to  him,  at  the  same  time,  such  a  co:ii- 
pensation  as  wouKl  enable  him  to  devote  his  uiidi%idc-d  at- 
tention to  the  public  business.     1  think  such  a  provi^toa 
is  alike  due  to  ihejpu^lic  auil  to  the  officer. 

Occasions  of  reference  from  the  different  l^cctrtiie 
Departments  to  the  Attorney  Gen  .^nd  arc  of  frequent 
occurrence  ;  and  the  prompt  decision  of  the  questions  m 
referred,  tcnd.9  much  tci  facilitate  tlic  desjiatch  of  busi- 
ness in  lliose  Ilepartments.  The  reporj  of  the  Secrelar)- 
of  the  Treasury,  hereto  appended,  allows  also  a  branch 
of  the  public  service  not  specifically  entrusted  to  any 
officer,  which  might  be  advantageously  comatitted  to  ttie 
Attorney  General. 

But,  independently  of  tliose  consideralioiis  this  office 
is  now  one  of  daily  ihtty.  It  was  originally  oi^aui^i- 1, 
and  Its  cumpcnsatinn  fixed,  with  a  vie^v  to  occasional  ser- 
vice, leaving  to  the  incumbent  lime  for  the  exercise  o) 
his  profession  in  piivaie  practice.  The  state  of  ihur^* 
which  warranted  such  an  organization,  no  lfwigcrcxi>u 
The  frequent  claints  upon  tlie  services  of  tins  officer 
would  render  his  absence  from  the  Seat  of  Govertitnent, 
in  professiunul  attendance  upon  the  courts,  injuncus  tt* 
the  public  service  ;  and  the  interests  of  the  Gjvcrnm-.'.ii 
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coulU  nut  fail  to  be   |>i*oinoteil  by  charging  lum  with  the 
j^_*iie«%fcl  supcriiiteiideiioc  of  aW  its  Ic^al  ctjiiccms.^ 

Uu'ler  u  atroi)};  conviction  of'  llic  jitslncikS  of  tht-se 
siig'i^cstion.s  1  reuniimciitl  it  to  Congress  tu  ipukc  ih'c  iic> 
ce^-iury  provinions  for  giving  cHect  lo  ihcm,  iiiid  to  place 
ilie  AttoriMfy  General,  in  re^anl  to  conipensationi  on  the 
s:ime  footing  with  the  hcuilii  of  the  sevt>r<il  executive  De- 
partments. To  thi&  oflicer  might  ulso  be  intrusted  a  cogni- 
zance of  the  ca^csof  insolvency  in  public  debtors,  e»pc- 
ctally  if  the  view.**  which  I  suijiuitted  on  iliis  subject 
]iii>t  year  should  meet  the  apprubation  of  Congreat» — to 
wliicli  1  iig-iiin  solicit  >%»ur  atiention. 

Yuur  attention  is  respecfully  invited  to  the  situ^Uon  of 
the  District  of  CoUiinbiu.  Placed,  by  Uie  Constitution, 
utidcr  the  excfusivc  jurisdiction  and  cunlrul  of  Congress, 
this  District  is  certainly  entitled  to  a  much  greater  slure 
of  \is  consideration  than  it  has  yet  received.  TJi^re  is 
a  want  of  uniforinity  in  its  laws,  particuWly  in  Uiosc  of 
24  penal  character,  which  increases  the  expense  of  their 
adiiutiislration,  and  subject  Uie  people  to  all  the  incon- 
^eiueiices  which  result  from  the  opemtion  of  dif]erw;nt 
codes  in  so  small  a  territory.  On  diliereut  sides  of  the 
Potocnacy  the  same  oHTence  is  punishable  in  unequal  de- 
crees \  and  the  peculiarities  of  many  of  the  early  laws  of 
Marylaikl  and  Yirgijiia  reinain  in  force,  uotwiliistAuding 
tlieir  repugnance,-  in  some  cases,  to  the  improvements 
which  have  superscfled  them  in  those  States. 

Desidcs  a  remedy  fur  these  evils,  wiiich  is  lo-.idly  cal.* 
ed  ior,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  wiielher  a  pi-ovision, 
aulhoruing  the  election  of  a  Delegate  to  represent  the 
wants  of  Ihe  citizens  of  this  District  on  the  floor  uf  Con- 
gress, is  not  due  to  litem,  and  to  the  character  of  our  Go- 
^crament.  No  portion  of  our  citizens  sliould  be  without 
a  practiced  enjoyment  t)f  tlu-  principles  of  freedom^  unCl 
there  is  none  mare  impurtaiil  than  Itiat  wiiicli  cultivates 
a  proper  relation  between  liie  governors  and  the  govern- 
ed. Imperfect  as  thij»  mu:>t  be  in  this  case,  yet  it  is  be- 
lieved that  it  would  bu  greatly  improved  by  a  represcnta- 
tion  in  Con,^;ress,  witii  the  s;iine  privileges  that  are  allow- 
ed to  that  of  tlie  other  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

The  penitentiary  is  ready  for  the  reception  ot  convicts, 
and  only  awaits  the  neceiiaary  legislation  to  put  it  into 
operation;  as  one  object  of  which  i  beg  leave  to  recal  to 
>  our  attention  the  propriety  of  providing  suitable  com- 
pensation for  tJie  officers  charged  with  its  ii*speclion. 

The  importance  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  inqui- 
ry, whether  it  will  be  proper  to'rechiuter  the  ilanlc  of  the 
United  States,  requires  that  L  shoald  again  call  the  atten* 
tion  of  Congress  to  the  subject.  Notlnug  has  occurred 
lo  lessen,  in  any  degree,  tlie  dangers  which  many  of  our 
citizens  apprehend  from  thai  institution,  as  ut  presenLor- 
guiiizcdv  In  the  spirit  of  improvemv-ni  unJ  ciijnproniise 
uliicU  distinguishes  our  country  and  its  institutions,  it  be* 
e  jnics  us  to  inquire  whether  ii  be  not  pos.<»ible  lo  secure 
til;;  .uhantagcs  afforded  by  the  present  UauL  through  the 
agency  of  a  Uank  of  llic  Umted  States  so  modified  in  its 
pi  inciples  and  structure  ua  to  obviate  constitutional  and 
other  objections  ^ 

It  is  tiionght  practicable  lo  organi'^e  such  a  bank,  witii 
the  iK-ce&s.iry  ollicCi>,  as  a  brancli  o(-  llie  Treasury^De- 
p.irtnienl,  based  ou  the  public  and  individual  depOsi'tcs, 
\v;thout  power  to  make  loans  or  purchase  property,  whicb 
bliall  remit  the  fund:»iir  the  Uovernuieiit,  und  llie  c\|ien- 
sv  .3  of  wiiich  may  be  paid,  if  thought  advisable,  by  allow- 
ing ita  <»lHcers  to  sell  bills  of  excaange  to  private  indivi-* 
duals  at  a  moderate  premium.  Nut  being  a  corporate 
holy,  having  no  stockholder^,  debtoj-s,  or  properly,  aUii 
tiul  {'m^  olHcers,  it  would  not  be  obnoxiotu  to  the  con- 
stitutional objections  which  iirc  urged  against  Che  i>reseiil 
b.iiiki  and-  having  no  nijaas  to  operate  on  the  hopes, 
feai.^,  or  interests  of  large  masses  of  the  cOiUmunily,  it 
wtjuhl  be  shorn  of  the  influence  winch  makes  that  bank 
formidable.^   The  Stales  would  be  sLrengthened  by  hdv- 1 


ing  in  their  hands  the  means  of  furnishing  the  local  paper 
cairency  through  their  own  banks;  while  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  thougli  issuing  no  paper,  would  check 
the  isNues  of  the  State  banks,  by  taking  their  notes  in  de- 
posite,  and  for  exchange,  only  so  long  as  they  continue 
to  be  redeemed  with  specie,  in  times  of  public  emergen" 
cy,  tiie  capacities  of  such  an  institutio.i  might  be  enlargcil 
by, legislative  pixiviaions. 

These  suggestions  are  made,  not  so  much  as  a  recom- 
mendation^ as  with  a.  view  of  calling  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  ptfssible  modificatfons  of  a  system  which  can- 
not continue  to  exist  in  its  present  farm  without  occa- 
sional coUisioiis  with  the-  local  authorities,  and  perpetual 
appreiiensions  and  disc>>nteiit  on  the  part  of  Uie  States 
and  the  people. 

In  conclusion,  fello^v-citizeiis,  allow  me  to  invoke,  in 
behalf  of  your  deliberations,  that  spirit  of  conciliation 
and  disinterestedness  whicli  is  tlie  gift  of  patriotism.  Un- 
der an  overriding  and  merciful  Froviden;e,  the  agency 
of  this  spirit  has  thus  far  been  signaUzed  m  the  prospe- 
rity and  glory  of  oar  beloved  country.  May  its  influence 
be  eternal. 

ANDRKIV  JACKSON. 


UEPOIIT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

War  DEPARTMB3rT,-D£c.  1,  1830. 
71  Uie  Fre^ideni  of  ihe  UnUedjStaife. 

Sir  :  I  have    the   honor  to   make  known   to  you  the 
oper.itions  of  this  Department  during  the  present  year, 
anfl'-to  ofFer  such  suggestions  an  appear  to  me  necess:u*y 
to  be  presented.     l*he  Army,  at  the  <hfForent  positions  it 
h'XA  occupied  along  our  western  and   southern  frontiers, 
has   been  cfugaged   in  preserving  quiet   in  those   quar- 
ters, arid  has  fully  succeeded.     Fears  were  entertained  of 
a  serious  rupture  with  ssome  of  our  northwestern  tribes  of 
Indians  ;  but  the  presence  of «  military  force,  and  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  proper  discretion  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom 
tfie  tnist  of  Reconciling  them   W3»  confided,    has  had  the 
effect  to  prevent  it,  and  peace  has  been  the  consequence. 
Similar  apprehensions  have  recently  been  entertained  of 
the  Indians  who,i*e3ide  on  our  southwestern  boundarv, 
and  pre<^utroiiary  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  any 
acts  of  hostility^    I'he  vigilance,  intelligence,  and  discre- 
tion, t)f  our  ofKcers,  induce  a  t>ehef  that,  hy  their  exertions, 
these  distant  tribes  can  be  retained  at  ])eace   with  each 
•theri     OccaVfOfw  I  interruptions  Imve  arisen  from  maraud - 
ini^  parties,  who  range  tlirougli  the  fbrest,  and,  at  points 
distant  from  our  posts,  commit  depredations  :  these  acts,  in 
turn,    pniditce  retaliation.     It  is  important   to  prohibit 
these  aggressions,  if  possible,^  though   no  other  plan  caii 
be  suggested  that  what  h:is  already,  heretofore,  beo«i  pre- 
sented, viz  »  an  authority  to  employ   a  detachment  of 
iiiitunied  troopi.     These,  ranging  through  the  country  at 
ivregular  periods,  would  do  much  more  towards  preser\- 
ing   peace    with  our   Indian  tribes,  an<l  quiet  along  our 
bonlcrs,    than  could   be  efKected  through  any  atigmcnta- 
tion  of  f>ur  posts. 

1  regrwt  to  say  that  desertions  from  the  Army  are  not 
of  less  frequent  occurretice  than  heretofore.  The  num- 
ber, for  th6  prcsen*  year,  ^ill  exceed  one  thousand.  Va- 
rious efU>rts  have  been  made,  and  many  llicories  suggest- 
e<i,tu  arrest  an  evil  so  injurious  to  the  operations  and  cha- 
racter of  an  Army.  None  have  succeeded  !  The  bene* 
voleiit  inteiitioiv'of  the  act  of  Congress  of  last  winter, 
'which  took  from  the  ofVence  the  penalty  of  ilealli,  and  in 
obedience  lo  the  spirit  of  which  all  past  offcncesof  the  kind 
were  by  you  directed  to  be  forgiven,  has  had  no  restrain- 
ing, no  sahitary  effect.  I  am  not  an  advocate  for  the  sever- 
ity of  jtenalties.  The  hope  of  reward^  more  frequently  tlian 
Uic  tear  of  punishment,  operates  beneficially  upon  man- 
kind.    A   resort  to   both  might   be  serviceable.     While 
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penalties  corresponding  with  tlie  nature  of  the  offence 
might  be  imposed  upon  delinquents,  tlie  faithful  and  good 
soldier  should  be  cheered  with  the  expectation  of  reward. 
To  this  end,  an  authority  to  make  some  reasonable  com- 
pensation to  those  who  obtain  an  honorable  discharge 
sliould.be  granted.  In  conformity  to  this  opinion,  I 
would  take  occasion  to  suggest,  that,  while  some  ade> 
quale  penalty  be  imposed  for  so  gross  a  violation  of  duty 
as  that  of  abandoning  a  service  voluntarily  assumed,  it 
may  also  be  provided  that  the  soldier  who  serves  faith- 
fully, and  is  honorably  discharged,  shall  receive,  at  the 
termination  of  his  enlistment,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars.  Let  him  receive,  instead  of  his  present  pay,  four 
dollars  per  month,  retaining  the  residue,  payable  at  the 
end  of  service.  The  difference  in  expense  thu9  crested 
to  the  Government,  for  the  five  years  of  enlistment,  would 
be  but  sixty  dollars  ;  which  mcrease,  it  is  hoped  and  be- 
lieved, wdl  be  more  than  compensated  for  by  a  saving  in 
the  expeuses  which  are  incurred  under  the  present  sys- 
tem of  restraming  desertion.  The  amount  retained  siiould 
be  forfeited  if,  at  any  time,  the  soldier  desert  the 
service.  It  might  operate  as  a  strong  incentive  to  good 
comluct,  and  would  serve  as  a  fund  at  the  close  of  his  en- 
gagement, by  which  to  establish  him  in  some  advantage- 
ous pursuit.  By  the  present  mode,  he  retires  from  the 
Army  dependent  and  poor  as  he  entered  ;  and  often,  in- 
stead of  retuniin^  for  a  time  to  his  family,  enters  the  A^r- 
my  contrary  to  his  inclination,  induced  only  by  his  pover- 
ty and  wants.  Dissatisfaction  takes  place^  and  desertion 
follows. 

Uepeated  efforts  Imve  been  made  to  arrest  this  g^w- 
ing  evil  ;  and  they  should  be  continued,  so  long  as  th^re 
is  a  hope  of  remedy.  'I'he  loss  to  the  service  is  not  so  ma- 
terial. The  great  fear  is,  that,  inY>eacey  the  practice 
may  become  so  frequent  and  familial*  as  in  war  to  lose 
that  odium  whici)  should  atUoli  to  so  aggravated  an  of- 
fence. 

Recently,  by  un  ytxler  from  the  War  Department,  tlie 
whiskey  part  of  the  ration  has  been  taken  away,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  how  far  .a  theory  frequently  introducecf 
might  be  practically  prmluctive  of  benefit.  Time  has  not 
been  aHbrded  to  test  the  experiment ;  but  little  confi* 
dence  is  reposed  in  the  atttmpt.  If  the  plan  suggested — 
the  giving  enlarged  compensation  to  the  noii-cotnmission- 
ed  oificers—which  every  soldier  may  aspire  to  be-^-shall 
fail  to  proiluce  a  remedy,  1  know  not  what  other  can  be 
attempted  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  success.  In 
peace  the  soldier  is  not  stimulated  by  that  buoyancy  which 
in  war  induces  him  to  aspire  to  promotion  through  gal- 
lantry and  good  ctinduct.  To  be  a  non-commissioned 
officer  is  all  that  he  can  hope  for  or  expoct.  .  To  place 
this  class  of  officers  on  a  more  advantageous  and  respect- 
able footing,  for  the  purpose  of  excil'mg  a  spirit  of  emula- 
tion amongst  the  soldiers,  might  prove  highly  serviceable. 
The  subject,  being  one  of  importance,  is  ai  least  worthy 
of  consideration  and  experiment. 

Connected  with  the  Army  is  the  Military  Academy  at 
M'cst  Point.  'I'he  beneficial  cifects  which  have  been  pit>- 
duccd  to  the  country  alrea<1y,  and  the  more  enlarged  ones 
which  are  in  pi*ospect  from  this  valuable  institution,  ren- 
der it  matter  of  importance  that  it  shwdd  be  maintained 
upon  its  prcsciil  liberal  plan  and  principles.  The  edu- 
cating of  two  hundred  andfttly  young  gentlemen,  selected 
iiom  every  Slate  in  tlie  Union,  cannot  fail  to  carry  with  it 
general  advantages  and  benefits  correspondent  to  the 
demands  it  proiluces  on  the  Treasury.  But,  apart  from 
this,  the  education  obtained  there  being  of  a  military  cha- 
racter, the  benefits  diflused  through  every  section  of  our 
country  cannot  but  prove  highly  salutary  when  it 
shall  again  be  involved  in  war.  The  information  which 
is  acquired  there  is  carried  to  the  several  States  :  these 
y<iung  men  become  officers  of  militia  ;  and,  in  time, 
through  the  means  thus  aU'orded,  something  approaching 


to  uniformity  in  the  discipline  of  our  militia  may  be  ex- 
pected. The  able  report  of  the  Board  of  Rxaminers  at 
the  la^l  commencement,  which  accompanies  litis  repor*, 
will  present  in  detail  the  progress  and  advantages  of  the 
institution. 

By  the  act  of  1818,  the  President  of  the  United  SUt«r9 
is  aulhorized  to  confer  upon  the  graduates  of  this  acade- 
my the  appointment  of  brevet  lieutenants.  Already  there 
are  87  supernumerary  officers  thus  created,  who  can- 
not nOw  he  provided  for  in  the  line  of  the  Ann>%  In 
June  next  there  will  probably  be  33  more  added,  which 
will  pioduce  an  excess  of  14  over  the  number  authonze-J. 
The  law  prohibits  brevet  appointments  uf  a  greater  ntirrh 
bttr  than  106 --one  for  each  company;  of  course, upon  a  rea- 
sonable calculation,  but  few,  if  anv,  of  the  caclets,  after 
June,  1831,  will  be  entitled  to  a  brevet  comiaiKnon.  1 
would  respectfully  suggest  whether  some  rule  different 
from  the  present  be  not  necessary  to  restrict  lor  the  fu- 
ture lieutenant  appointments,  retaining  only  so  ouuiy  «s 
might  supply  the  probable  vacancies  which  occur  withm 
the  year.  The  number  of  promotions  to  the  Army  fron 
this  corps,  for  the  last  five  years,  has  averaged  about  22 
annually;  while  the  number  of  graduates  for  the  sannc  peri- 
o<l  has  been  at  an  aveiiige  of  40.  This  excess,  which  t» 
annually  increasing,  has  placed  87  in  waiting  uniil  racan- 
eies  shall  take  place,  and  shows  that.  i|i  the  next  year  pro- 
bably, and  in  the  succeeding  one  certainly,  there  will  be 
an  excess  beyond  what  the  existing  law>  authorizes  to  be 
commissioned.  There  will  then  be  106  supernumerai^- 
brcvct  second  lieutenants  appurtenant  to  the  Army,  at  an 
annual  expense  to  the  Government  of  $80,000. 

In  the  Kngineer  Department,  important  openations,  as 
regartis  the  internal  improvement  of  the  ccMintry,  ha>-e 
been  in  successful  progress.  The  advantages  to  our  com- 
merce from  the  impn>vemcnts  which  have  been  matlc  in 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  have  al- 
ready been  sensibly  felt ;  and  great  good  to  the  commu- 
nity at  large  is  to  be  anticipated  from  further  elTorts. 
The  experiments  beg^n,  and,  in  some  respects,  cxMnplet- 
ed,  show,  that,  at  an  inconsiderable  annual  expense,  the 
Ohio  river  may  be  cleared  of  its  bars  and  shoals,  so 
a^  to  affurd  a  conv«uient  and  safe  navigation  at  those  sea- 
sons of  the  year  wlien,  heretofore ,  it  nas  been  consder- 
ed  impracticable. 

This  subject  well  merits  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. These  rivers  pass  tl)rough  an  immense  and  fertde 
region  of  our  countr>s  the  products  of  which  contribute  es- 
sentially to  advance  our  commercial  interest.  An  incon- 
siderable expenditure  from  the  public  Treasury  will  ha\e 
the  effect  to  give  security  to  a  commerce  which  at  pre- 
sent is  carried  on  at  much  hazard,  aftd,  by  dimiiusliini; 
the  insurance  now  requircd,and  preventing  losses,  speedi- 
ly reimburse  to  tlie  community  the  cost  which  has  been 
incurred,  and  the  expense  which  may  be  requinctl. 
At  present  the  imports  to  the  West  arc  mainly  alon^^ 
these  rivers,  and  the  export  trade  almost  entirely.  Usu- 
ally, for  six  moiitlis  in  the  year,  one  of  these  (the^Ohio) 
ceases  to  l^e  useful,  because  of  the  numerous  obstruc- 
tions, and  consequent  hazards,  which  arc  presented  at 
those  times  when  the  waters  are  materially  reduced.  The 
iticonvcnienco  and  ritji  thus  felt  are  susceptible  of  sucti 
easy  remedy,  and  at  so  small  an  expense,  that  it  becomes 
matter  of  surprise  that  iioprovements  so  important  and 
valuable  to  a  large  community  should  have  been  so  long 
overlooked  or  neglected.  The  necessity  of  improrin|: 
the  navigatitm  of  these  rivers  fur  commercial  purposes, 
'all  admit ;  of  the  practicability  of  effecting  it,  none  can 
doubt.  'I'he'  expenment  lately  made,  through  a  inok* 
dtfiieutt  obstruction  at  a  place  c;d|ed  t!i«  Grand  Chain, 
conclusively  tests  the  feasibility  of  improving  othcx  pla- 
ce8,and  shows  that  the  expense  wiH  be  inconsiderable.  As 
it  regards  this  branch  of  ttie  subject,  however,  it  appean 
to  me  that  the  importance  and  valiy  ot  the  thing  to  bt 
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done,  is  of  infinitely  greater  coniequ^nce  llian  any  ap- 
preheniion  of  charge  which  it  may  occasion  to  the  Trea- 
sury. 

The  breakwater  situatecl  at  the  month  of  the  Delaware 
river  is  another  vahiable  improvement,  which,  within  the 
last  year,  has  been  rapi<lly  progressing.  The  work  has 
already  risen  above  the  water,  and. furnished  evidence 
of  Us  importance  to  our  commerce.  During  tlie  vio- 
lent gale  of  last  September,  several  vessels  which  lay  un- 
der the  protection  bf  this  work  were  preserved.  The 
force  of  the  sea  being  broken  by  its  opposition,  they 
were  enabled  to  keep  at  tlie'ir  moorings,  and  to  ride  out 
the  gale  in  safety.  Fifteen  other  vessels  in  view,  not  pos- 
sessing the  advantages  of  this  position,  were  driven  on 
aliore,  and  lost,  or  gotten  off  at  much  expense.  A  few 
years  will  complete' this  valuable  work.  The  attention 
it  has  receiveil  since  it  was  placed  in  chargejof  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  by  your  direction,  and  the 
a^ivantages  already  derived  from  it,  give  proof  of  the 
propriety  i»f  its  cempletieii,  and  of  Uie  numerous  be- 
nefits it  must  afford  to  commerce .  At  this  heretofore  ha- 
zardous part  of  oiir  coast  navigation,  a  security  will  be  af- 
forded which,  in  a  few  years,  may  occasion  a  saving  of 
property  which  will  amply  compensate  for  the  cost  incur- 
red in  its  construction. 

The  Ordnance  Department  is  progressing  as  rapidly  as 
the  means  afforded  will  permit,  in  arming  the  miiitia  of  the 
States,  and  in  preparing  the  necessary  g^ns  and  carriages 
for  garnishing  tlie  different  fortresses  of  the  country.  It 
is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  appropriation  ap. 
plicable  to  this  service  should  not  be  increased,  so  as  to 
provide  a  suitably  armament  by  the  time  the  different 
fortifications  along  the  coast  shall  be  completed.  For  the 
forts  whieh  are  finished^  a  million  of  dollars  will  be  neces- 
sary 5  but  besides  these,  others  are  in  progress,  and  will 
shortly  be  completed.  With  the  annual  appropriation 
of  $100,000  towards  this  purpose,  it  will  require  ten 
years  to  accomplish  tke  object  for  those  which  are  in  rea- 
diness. Should  we  be  blessed  with  'peace,  no  injury  will 
arise  ;  but  should  war  take  place,  the  effects  upon  our 
country  wotild  be  of  a  serious  and  prejudicial  ch&raoter. 

In  all  the  disbursing  branches  connected  with  the  War 
Departnrient,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  punctuality  and  fidelity 
have  strictly,  and  almost  without  exception,  been  regard- 
ed during  the  year. 

A  new  era  in  the  history  of  this  country  has,  within  a 
few  years^  arisen  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs.  Under  the 
act  of  180Q,  and  the  practices  of  the  Government  result- 
ing therefrom,  principles  have  been  introduced,  tlie  cor- 
rectness of  which  deserves  serious  consideration.  By 
this  act  it  is  prohibited  to  any  one  to  settle  upon  Indian 
lands,  or  to  enter  their  territory  ;  and,  for  its  execution, 
the  President  is  authorized  and  directed  to  employ  the 
•«  military  force"  of  the  country. 

It  is  worthy  of  reflection  how  far  this  act  (as  circum- 
stances exist)  is  to  be  considered  within  the  pale  of  the 
Constitution,  and  obligatory  upon  the  authorities  of  the 
Government.  Before  the  States  were  members  of  this 
Union,  they  were  sovereign.  The  United  States  Govern- 
ment can  legitimately  exercise  those  rights  only  with 
which  the  States  parted  under  their  general  compact. 
To  regulate  their  internal  municipal  atithority  is  a  privi- 
lege which  has  not  been  surrendered  :  Amongst  those 
rights  IS  the  indisputable  one  of  controlling  their  citizens 
ami  governing  them  afVer  their  own  mode, with  tliis  excep- 
tion, that  a  republican  form  of  Government  ik  to  be  secur- 
c<1  to  each.  The  States,  "being  independent  and  sove- 
reig^n  within  their  own  limits,  can  admit  no  check  upon 
their  sovereignty,  whether,  in  its  exercise,  it  affects  one 
citizen  or  another — the  white  or  the  red  man.  By  cour- 
tesy, the  laws  have  been  withheld  from  an  interference 
witi)  the  Indians  within  a  State  ;  and  that  which  hereto 


paramount  constitutional  right.  Surely  this  cannot  be 
correct  according  to  our  notions  and  system  of  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  if  wrong,  the  act  of  1802,  from  the  moment 
the  laws  are  extendetl  oy  a  State  over  Indian  territor)% 
must  cease  to  be  operative.  Reciprocity  is  always  fair 
and  just ;  and  hence  the  law  which  would  make  it  penal 
for  a  white  man  to  tread  unlicensed  upon  soil  held 
through  Indian  occupancy,  should  equally  restrain  the  In- 
dian from  entering  upon  the  domain  of  the  white  man. 
So  far  as  existing  treaties  operate,  the  United  States  pos- 
sess the  power  to  concede  this  or  any  other  privilege,  be- 
cHuse  treaties,  whether  well  or  ill  made,  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  ;  but  Uiey  should  be  such  as  are  permit- 
ted to  be  entered  into  by  the  Constitution,  and  which  do 
not  affect  the  rights  of  a  State  beyond  what  her  ccmsent 
in  becoming  a  member  of  the  Union  has  sanctioned  and 
authorized.  Kvery  tbing  beyond  this  is  usurpation. 

Under  the  authority  confided  by  you,  during  last  sum- 
mer, I  visited  some  of  the  Indian  tribes,  with  a  highly  val- 
luble  auxiliary.  General  John  Coffee,  of   Alabama,  and 
made  known  to  them  then*  situation.   With  the  Choctaws 
and  Chlckasaws,  (the  only  tribes  with  whom  we  negotiat- 
ed,) treaties  were  concluded.  From  all  appearances,  tttey 
were  well    satisfied  with    their  own,  decision,  and   the 
course  which  we  pursued  towards  them.  If  any  difl'erent 
feeling  has  since  been  incited,  it  is  the  work  of  persons 
who  have  sought,  thiough  Uie  channels  of  their  ignt)- 
rance,  to  persuade  them  to  the  belief  that  great  injustice 
has  been  practised.     I  undertake  to  assure  you,  that,  in 
all  we   dia,  the  utmost  fairness  and  candor  were  prac- 
tised.  '  We  sought,  through  persuasion  only,  to  satisfy 
them  that  their  sitimtiou  called   loudly  for  serious  re> 
flection.     Pending  the  negotiation,  no   secret   meetings 
were  had.  no  bribes    were  oflered,  nor  promises  made. 
Every  argument  adduced,  or  suggestion    offered,  was 
in  open   council,  and   in   view   of  those  whose   rights 
were  to  be  affected.     Of  Uiia,  abundant  evidence  exists, 
whatever    may   be  s«id  to  ttie    contrary.      There  was 
no  motive  to  impose  upon  or  to  deceive  them.     Our  in- 
structions forbade  us  to  do  so,  and  our  inclination,  beside, 
was  an  ample  restraint.  The  treaties  concluded  are  ready 
for  submission ;  and  how  far  any  practised  injusiice  or 
want  of  liberality  can  be  imputed,  will  be  fairly  judged  of 
when  their  tenor  aiul  condition  shall  be  disclosed.     If  a 
liberality   ample  and  generous  has  not  been  re^rded, 
our  wibhea  have  failed,  and  our  judgments  been  mistaken. 
During  this  period  I  witnessed  mucli  of  Indian  character 
their  progress,  refinement,  and  march  towards  civilization, 
and  can  well  say,  that,  in  conducting  the  negotiation  eve- 
ry thing  was  done  to  retain  them  in  those  pursuits  which 
should  tend  to  tUeir  advancement,  and  to  which  their  si- 
tuation could  reasonably  lay  claim.     Those  who  so  zea- 
lously have  espoused  their  cau8<^,  and  who  affect  serious- 
ly to  deplore  their  condition,  are  acting  upon  false  premi- 
ses, or  are  moved  by  mistaken  considerations  of  kindness. 
But,  as  mankincl  are  found  to  difler  even  upon  essential 
matters  of  faith,  and  tUeir  ultimate  results,  I  can  well  ima- 
gine that,  in  reference  to  such  a  subject  as  the  present, 
honest  differences  of  opinion  may  be  expected,  and  will 
arise .     Yet^  before  a  desire  be  adopted,  earnestly,  to  re- 
tain these  people  at  their  present  homes,  we  should  be 
careful  not  to   receive  mere  impressions  for  facts,  but  ra- 
ther to  hear  the   suggestions  of  truth  and  reason.     We 
should  look  to  thered  men  as  they  are,  and  not  as  often- 
times they  are  represented  to  be  ;  to  their  inaptitude  to 
live  under  a  well  regulated  syMtein  of  law,  and  to  the  lUii- 
gcr  and  hazard  of  the  experiment.     A  few  of  them  are 
Well  informed  men,  and  capable  of  enjoying  refined  so- 
ciety.    These  are  the  mixed  Indian — the  half  breed,  as 
they  are  usually    termed.     Scarcely   any    of  the  others 
sneak  our  language,  or  are  acquainted  with  the  princi 

nles  of  our  Government.     Little  Impc  should  be  enter- 
:  .       «  1  -  ii •  . ^      -  .L      -..l:^_»    .1 <. 


fore  was  mere  courtesy  is  now  insisted  upon  as  a  matter  of  tained,  even  by  those  most  sanguine  on  the  subject,  that 
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any  material  advances  in  civilization  can  be  made  with  the 
present  ffenemtion — those,  I  mean,  who  are  now  at  ma- 
turity, in  fife.     Care  and  attention  towards  the  rising  g-eii 


orate,  their  present  condition.  To  turn  them  to  industry  is 
of  first  importance.  I.ahor  is  never  an  acce|i1al»lc  pursuit 
to  Indians.  In  their  unimproverl  state,  a  fondness  for  war 
and  the  chftse,  and  oratory  at  tlicir  coimcits,  constitute 
their  leadings  traits,  bectuse  these  affowl  the  hig'hesi  dis- 
tinction. When,throug1i  the  influence  of  cidlure  and  edu 
cation,  their  taste  upon  tliese  subjects  shall  be  chang-ed, 
and  the  character  of  an  induMtrious  agriculturist  be  held 
in  higher  estimaticMi  than  dexterity  of  pursuit  in  the 
chase,  then  may  they  he  expected  to  resort  to  industry, 
and  give  attention  to  the  duties  of  agricniture.  Indispo- 
sition to  manuHl  labor,  so  peculiarly  the  characteristic  of 
an  Indian,  causes  him  to  select  the  poorest  grounds,  T»e- 
cause  of  the  ease  with  which  the  timber  is  felled  and 
cleared  away.  The  exceptions  which  exist  to  this  are 
principally  amongpit  those  of  mixed  Indian  blood,  whose 
tiabits  have  been  improved,  and  whose  nlinds  have  been 
cultivated. 

There  are  three  divisions  in  the  Choctaw  nation,  each 
of  which  is  g^ovem^d  by  a  chief,   who,  within  his  limits, 


thousand    Indiana   being    in  .ittendance  at  the  time,— 

Amongst  tliem  was  great  apparent  unanimity.     Som**  iIM 

object  and  were  dissatisfied,  but  not  as  it  regarded  the 

eration  may  tend  greatly  to  improve,  a«d  in  time  t^meli- j  general  policy  of  treating,    but    because   they  hclievf  il 


themselves  entitled  to  ohtsun,  and  were  solieitinis  to  pro- 
cure  large  reservations.  The  number  thus  influcnrwl 
was  small.  Since  that  time,  active  efforts  have  been 
made  in  the  nation  to  induce  dis5;atisftrtifin  amongst  the 
Indians,  and  to  persuade  them  that  they  had  ticen  greAtI\ 
deceived  and  imposed  upoii. 

-An  old  chief  (  MushulatuKbee,)  who  was  fnvorahle  U 
the  treaty,  by  a  few  of  the  discontented  of  liis  district,  ha*; 
been  recently  deposed,  and  the  name  of  another  sent  i»» 
this  oflice  to  receive  recognition.  The  design  is  proba- 
bly to  show  that  the  people  are  ifisplcased  becau<ie  he 
sfgne<l  the  treaty.  The  answer  returned  to  their  applica- 
tion was,  that,  while  the  GcK'emment  meant  not  to  inte*-. 
fere  witti  their  mode  orjnanner  of  self-government,  ii 
could  not  recogniaie  what  had  been  done  by  a  few;  yet, 
when  a  chief  should  be  chosen  by  a  maiorliv  of  the  dlr- 
sioti,  and  the  fact  so  certified  by  their  General  Council, 
he  would  be  regarded  as  properly  chosen,  and  be  cons'- 
dercd  as  such.  An  examination  of  this'  treaty  uill 
clearly  show,  I  think,  that  justice  and  liberality-  have 


acts  independently  •  f  the  otiiers.     In  his  go*'ernment  he  I  been  regarded.     The  great  majority  of  the  nation  wtr^ 
is  aided  by  minor  and  subordinate  chiefs,  called  captains,    satisfied  when  we  left  them;  and,  trom  information  siune 


each  of  whom  acts  within  his  particular  district.     The 
people  are  subordinate  to  the  captains,  the  captains  tcf 
the  chiefs.     One  of  these  divisions  composes  what  is  call- 
ed the  Christian  District;  the  chief  of  which  is  a  man  of 
good  mind,  with  a  common  Eng'lish  education,  and  is  re 
ligiuus.     His   people,    too,   are  seemingly  pious.     Racb 
night,    pending    the    negotiation,    until     a    late    hour, 
they  were   at  tlicir  exercises,    smging  and   preaching. 
From  every  information,  this  Christian   pdrty,   as  it   is 
termed,  are  not  accurately  and  correctly  informed  as  to 
the  principles  and  faith  u|)on  which  they  profess  to  act. 
A  future  state  of  rewards  afid  punishments  for  virtues  or  fur 
crimes  is  fashioned  by  their  standard  of  savage  life,   and 
its  enjoyments;  and,  in  their  imagination,  is  made  to  con- 
form to  what  they  conceive  to  be  essential  to  constitute 
happiness  or  misery  here.    Judging  from  their  devotional 
conduct,  they  are,  to  all  appearances,  a  religious  people. 
Certainly    there  are   som<;    perceptible   and    beneficial 
changes  amongst  them.     They  have   become  mostly  an 
agTicultunU  people.  The  practice  of  perforating  tlie  nose- 
and  ears  for  the  purpose  of  ornamenting'  them  is  rapidly 
disappearing,and  considered  a  rude  custom.     Vermillion 
paint,  to  ornament  and  to  decorate  the  face,  is,  in  «  great 
measiire,given  up.   A  crediifity  in  supernatural  ag«ncy,in 
witches,  ami  in  witchcraft,  is  fast  yielding;  and  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  particularly  in  one  of  the  districts,   is  in  a 
great  measure  abandoned.  A  reasonable  hope  may  be  en- 
tertained that  ihese  people   may,  in  time,  prove  that  the 
zeal  and  efforts  of  the  Government  to  protect  and  civi- 
lize them  are  not  improperly  bestowed. 
.    In  concluding  a  treaty  with  these  people,  candor  and 
fairness  were  the  only  means  resorted  to  by  the  com- 
missioners.    They  were  given  to  understand  distinctly, 
that,  in  coming  to  visit  them  at  their  solicitation,   and  at 
their  homes,    nti  design  was  entertained  beyOnd  com- 
municating to  Ihcm  a  knowledge  of  their  true  condition, 
and  submitting  to  their  judgment  the  course  of  policy  by 
them  to  be  pui*sued.     We   told  them  the  <ipinioii  enter- 
tained  by  the  Government  as  to  the  authority  of  Missis- 
sippi to  extend  over  them  her  laws;  and  that  the  lfnit«d 
States  posses(<cd    not    the    power  to  prevent    it-     The 
interviews  had  with  them  were  in   open   council,  where 
were  present  the  chiefs  and    warriors,    and  some  of  our 
own    citizens.     Arguments    addressed    to    tlieir    judg- 
ments were  the  means  employed.     No  threat  was  used; 
no  intimidation  attempted.     Under  these  circumstances^ 


r»»ceivcd,  3'et  continue  to  he  satisfied.  Their  anxioi.^ 
desire  is,  fo  get  to  a  country  under  the  protection  oi  thr 
United  States,  where  they  can  be  free  from  any  liability 
to  State  laws,  and  be  able  to  dwell  in  peace  under  their 
own  customs. 

The  Commissioner^  appointed  to  further  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  of  Hulte  dcs  Moits  have  dischargped  th.r 
trust  confided  to  them,  an  I  have  nude  their  report.  The 
misunderstanding  between  the  New  York  an<l  Green 
Kay  Indians  has  been  examined  and  adjusted;  the  report 
to  be  confirmed,  only  requires  your  approval,  agreeaidy 
totheNsecoud  articlcof  tliat  treaty.  * 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  H.  ea  roN, 


TIBPCHT  OF  THE    SECRET \RV  OP  THE  NAV^\ 


Natt  DEP4HTifKiiT,  DeC.  6,  1h:>0. 

The  following  report  t»f  the  transactions  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  diu^ing  the  present  year,  with  a  \\e^ 
of  the  several  subjects  connected  with  its  interests,  i**  re- 
spectfully laid  before  the  President  of  the  Unite<l  State>. 

The  state  of  the  Naw,  since  the  communication  made 
to  you  ill  December  last,  has  been,  g'euerally,  favonble 
to  its  active  exertions  in  the  important  pursuits  in  which 
it  has  been  engaj^ed.  No.  distressing  cisiially  or  marke'I 
calamity  has  assailed  it  since  the  loss  of  the  sloop  of  w^r 
Hornet ;  informution  of  which  lamented  event  was  re- 
ceived prior  to  the  ailjoiirnment  of  the  last  session  d 
Congress. 

The  active  force  employed  within  the  year  hx*?  nt't 
been  essentially  varied  from  that  kept  in  service  for  se- 
veral years  past.  This  consists  of  five  frigates,  ten 
sloops  of  war,  and  four  schooners:  oF  these,  the  mo-^t 
efficient  squadron,  composed  of  two  frigates  and  f«nir 
sloops,  ha.**  been  requirc<l  to  cruize  in  the  Mcditcrran  an 
sea,  where,  fronx  the  larj^c  interest  engaj^cd  in  mercan- 
tile adventures  to  the  several  States  on  its  coasts,  it^  pre- 
sence was  deemed  of  most  importance.  This  h&s  con- 
tinued under  the  command  of  Com.  Diddle.  Two  of  the 
vessels  com}K>Bing  it  have  been  relieved,  their  term<  ri 
service  having  e\pire<l,  and  their  places  supplied  by  tS.- 
sloops  of  war 'Concord  and  Boston;  the  former  "t>cins 
first  ordered  to  convev   the   United  States'  Xlinl**rr  '.*• 


Russia,  and  the  latter  to  take  tl>e  United   Staten'  C*»u^.rl 
treaty   was    concludeil  and    signed,  more    than  five  I  General  to  the  Barbary  Powers. 
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The  state  of  these  vessels  has  been  represented  to  be, 
in  point  of  order  and  preparation  for  service,  every  way 
worthy  of  approbation,  and  the  discipline  exact,  without 
rigor— promising  all  required  efficiency  in  its  force.  Un- 
der the  coniiii;ind  of  this  able  and  vigilmt  officer,  all  the 
necessary  prvKection  has  been  given  to  the  trade  in  that 
<^uarter,  no  case  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Department  of  injuries  from  piratical  attacks  ;  and,  with 
the  several  States  and  sove;*eignties  bonlering  on  its 
ooasts,  the  best  understanding  has  bscn  preserved.  This 
sqtiadron  continues  id  rendezvous  at  the  port  of  Mahon, 
in  the  Island  of  Minorca,  a  privilege  which  has  oecn  con- 
ceded by  the  Government  of  Spain,  aifordihg  great  con- 
veniences to  the  United  States'  squadrons,  especially  at 
seasons  when  their  safety  would  be  endangered  by  re- 
maining at  sea.  Here  they  enjoy  u  respite  from  the  la- 
bors and  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  in  a  climate  mihl  and 
favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  health  of  their  erews, 
after  long  and  laborious  service  at  sea. 

Other  changes  in  the  vessels  employed  in  this  sea  are 
contemplated  during  the  next  year,  but  the  force  is  not 
proposed  to  be  diminished ;  nor,  in  the  present  agitated 
condition  of  the  contiguous  States,  could  this  be  done, 
without  subjecting  the  commercial  enterprises  of  the 
country'  to  the  casualties  attending  a  state  of  warfare, 
should  such  be  the  unhappy,  result  i;i{'  the  present  hostile 
indications  in  that  quarter. 

The  squadron  appointed  to  cruize  on  the  coasts  of 
Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  on  the  Pacific  Ocean 
has  been  steadily  cng^ed  in  guai*ding  the  United  States' 
TDcrcantile  interests  on  these  coasts.  This  service  has 
been  perfonned  with  fidelity  and  success  ;  and  the  flag  of 
the  Union  now  gives  full  security  to  the  merchandise  it  is 
authorized  to  introduce  and  exchange  with  the  respec- 
tive countries  to  which  it  is  carrie<l. 

'I'he  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the  States  of  Chili 
aiid  Peru  and  the  mother  country,  and  between  Brazil 
an<l  Buenos   Ayres,  has  greatly  favored  the  advances  of 
trade,  and  dtminislied  the  hazards  of  mercantile  adven- 
ture  with  every   part  of  the  South  American   continent     .-**«. iMi^a,  t^. 
Bat  the  unstable  and  inefficient  Governments  of  a  part  of   ly  known  i 
these  States  forbid  tlie  idea  that  this  can  be  long  enjoyed,    short  of  the 
without  embarrassmeiUs  and  vexatious  intcinipticms,  un- 
less it  shall  be  sustained  by  the  presence  of  an  active  pro* 
tecting  force.  It  cannot,  consequently,  be  believed  .to  be 
consistent  with    good  policy  to  lessen  the    efHcienoy  of 
this  force- 

Heveral  of  the  vessels  composing  these  two  squadrons 
will  be  relieved  in' the  course  of  the  next  year,  prepara- 
tion fur  that  pitrpose  being  in  active  progress.  It  is  also 
contemplated  to  make  some  changes  in  the  description 
of  force  to  be  employed  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South 
America,  adapting  it-better  for  the  harbors  it  is  forced  to 
look  to  for  sectirity  against  tife  tempestuous  weather  so 
olirn  c^{>ericnced  on  these  coasts. 

Ill  a  former  comnninicatiou  made  to  you,  it  was  noticed 
that  the  sloop  of  war  ViJiccnnes,  commanded  by  Captain 
Finch,  which  liad  composed  one  of  the  squadron  in  the 
Pacific  oceao,  had  been  directed,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term  limited  for  the  cruize  on  the  coasts  of  Chili  and 
Peru,  to  touch  at  the  Marquesas,  Society,  and  Siindwich 
Islands;  ami,  «fter  spending  the  necessary  lime  in  look- 
ing to  tlie  United  States'  commercial  coucenis  in  that 
(piat-ter,  to  take  Canton,  &c.,  in  the  way,  and  thence,  by 
t Jic  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  pursue  the  uwal  route  to  the 
United  States. 

rhis  oixlev  has  been  faithfully  executed:  the  ship  h:vi 
returned  in  good  condition,  whh  its  crew  well  disciplined, 
and  in  excellent  health. 

The  particulars  of  this  voyage  arc  given  in  the  llcporl 
of  Captain  Finch.  These  have  a  claim  to  the  atenltion 
of  itic  public,  from,  the  ii>formutiaii  afforded  o\\  many 
points  relating  to  the  character  and  habKs  of  a  |>eopl'c 
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just  emerging  from  a  state  of  simplicity  and  ignorance, 
and,  from  their  peculiar  locality,  necessarily  controlling 
the  comforts  of  the  largo  number  of  the  United  Stales' 
citizens  who  anniudly  visit  them. 

The  great  amount  of  tonnage  and  capital  employed  in 
whale  fisheries,  in  the  adjoining  seas,  makes  its  conveni- 
ent prosecution  a  mr\tter  of  no  inconsiderable  concern  to 
the  nation.      • 

The  necessity,  also,  for  repose  after  the  long  voyages 
required  by  this  trNtle,  and  the  want  of  supplies  for 
heulth  and  convenience,  and  repairs  of  the  vessels,  ren- 
der these  Islands  places  of  general  rendezvous;  and  it  is 
consequently  of  great  importance,  that  the  most  friendly 
intercourse  be  maintained  with  the  inhabitants.  Captain 
Finch,  by  his  judicious  and  conciliatory  deportment,  has 
probably  secured  a  long  continuance  of  kindly  treatment 
to  his  countrymen  frcim  these  people,  and  has  added 
greatly  to  the  prospects  of  a  successful  termination  of 
their  enterprises. 

Some  extracts  from  this  report  are  herewith  tratismit- 
ted,  marked  A. 

The  squadron  which  has  been  maintained  in  the  West 
Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  consists,  at  present,  of  four 
sloops  of  war  and  three  schooners,  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Elliott.  Several  ciianges  have  been  made 
in  the  vessels  employed  on  this  station,  in  consequence 
•of  the  expiration  of  the  terms  of  servics  of  the  crews,  or 
the  want  of  repairs  of  the  vessels.  No  causes  are  sup- 
posed to  exist  m.aki ng  it  necessary  to  add  to  this  force; 
nor  can  it  be  safely  diminished,  though  the  energy  and 
activity  with  which  it  has  guarded  the  United  States' 
trade,  may  be  said,  for  the  present,  effectually  to  have 
suppressed  piralical  aggres/ton. 

The  great  facilities  afforded  by  the  inlets  and  harbors 
of  the  islands  in  the  Mexican  gulf  for  the  resort  and  con- 
cealment of  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  commission  of 
piracies;  the  class  of  population  with  which  these  islands 
abound,  composed  of  refugees  and  outlaws,  escaped 
from  the  punishment  due  for  crimes  committed  in  other' 
countries,  give  advantages  for  piratical  enterprisesscarce- 
in  any  other  quarter  of  the  globe.  Nothing 
exei*tion  of  positive  and  continued  force  can 
be  expected  to  keep  these  marauders  in  check,  and  give 
the  desired  security  to  trade. 

The  invasion,  which  took  place  during  the  last  year,  of 
the  territories  of  the  Mexican  States,  by  an  armament 
from  the  island  of  Cuba,  having  given  ground  for  appre-  . 
hension  that  the  United  States'  trade  to  these  States 
might  suffer  lro:n  t!»c  pretexts  afforled  by  this  state  of 
conflict  between  the  two  coimtries,  an  act  was  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  authorizing  the  employment 
of  some  additional  force  upon  that  station.  In  conformi- 
ty to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  the  frigate  Brandy  wine, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Ballard,  was  equipped 
and  despatched  for  that  coast,  and  ccmtinued  for  several 
months  to  cruize  in  its  vicinity.  Whatever  danger  might 
have  threatened  the  trade  in  that  qtiartcr,  has  been  ef- 
fectually parried  by  the  means  taken  for  its  protection; 
and  this  ship,  after  retuming  to  the  United  States  for  ne- 
cessary refitments,  luos  since  sailedto  join  the  Mediter- 
ranean s<jiiadroM  and  relieve  the  frigate  Java. 

It  is  believed  that  great  advantages  might  be  derived 
from  ch-inging,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  description  of  na- 
val force  employed  in  the  West  Intlies,  especially  for  the 
suppression  of  ])iracy. . 

Tiie  proposed  change  would  consist  of  the  substitution 
of  three  schooners  in  lieu  of  one  of  the  sloops  of  war 
now  employed  in  that  scn'ice. 

Vessels  of  this  force  would  be  fully  able  to  cope  with 
and  capture  any  piratical  cruizer  which  might  be  expect- 
ed to  be  encountered  on  this  station;  and  they  would 
possess  .the  greater  advantageof  multiplying,  by  the  in^ 
creased  number  of  the  squadrott,  the  cnances  of  discov- 
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erinr  the  enemy,  while  their  structure  aud  inferior  size 
would  diminisli  the  risk  of  being  known  in  tlieir  approach- 
es. Their  lighter  draft  of  water  would  favor  the  pursuit 
into  the  obscure  recesses  and  haunts  of  these  cruizers, 
and  give  the  impoilant  facility  of  entering  many  of  the 
harbors  on  the  Mexican  gulf,  for  security  against  the  fre 
quent  hurricanes  prevailing  in  tropica!  climates- 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  tliat  an  appropriation 
be  made  for  building  the  proposed  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  vessels. 

The  health  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States' 
vessels  of  war  has  been  generally  good,  and  unmterrupt- 
ed  by  tlie  attacks  of  the  epidemic  and  malignant  fevers 
which  are  so  readiW  engendered  in  tropical  dimates,  and 
which  exert  such  ratal  influence  on  the  constitutions  of 
persons  not  familiarised  to  a  residence  in  them.  l*his 
may  be  ascribed,  in  some  degree,  to  tlie  improvetl  sys- 
tem of  ventilation,  and  the  great  neatness  observed  in  the 
economy  of  vessels  of  war,  and  the  adaptation  of  the  diet 
and  dress  of  the  crews  to  the  temperature  of  the  coasts 
and  countries  where  their  duties  are  to  be  performed. 
The  modem  discoveries  in  chemical  science  have  also 
been  resorted  to,  to  preserve  the  mariner  fn>m  the  at- 
tacks of  these  fatal  maladies.  Several  communications 
have  been  received  from  the  Surgical  Department  of  the 
Navy,  by  whom  experiments  on  the  chloride  of  lime  were 
ordered  to  be  made,  giving  the  results  of  thi-ir  obser^a- 
tions  on  its  powers  in  preventing  the  geaemtion  of  such 

From  these  a  few  extracts  have  been  taken,  and  are 
herewith  transmitted,  marked  B. 

These  furnish  subjects  for  con|pitulation  to  the  friends 
of  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  seaman's  life, 
and  indicate  thst  the  period  is  not  remote  when  a  service 
in  the  clnnates  of  the  torrid  zone  wilt  no  longer  be  the 
.  terror  of  nautical  men,  but  will  be  performed  wttli  as  fair 
a  prospect  of  exemption  from  disease  as  is  uow  experi- 
enced in  the  temperate  latitudes. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  exception  to  this  general 
healthfulness  of  the  Navy  has  been  experienced  in  one 
of  the  vessels  of  the  West  India  squadron. 

From  the  communications  of  Commodore  Kltiott,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  on  board 
the  sloop  of  war  Peacock  some  time  in  the  month  of  June 
last,  ana  that  it  continued  to  hai'ass  the  crew  of  that 
vessel  after  its  return  to  Fensaoola,  in  September;  nor 
were  ita  attacks  intermitted  until  it  had  deprived  the  ser- 
vice of  four  valuable  officers,  and  of  several  seamen. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  on  board  this  vessel,  the 
powerful  preventive  agent  above-mentioned  was  not 
used,  the  surgeon  relying,  fur  the  preservation  of  the 
health  of  the  crew,  on  the  superior  cleanliness  and  well 
ventilated  state  of  the  vessel. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  interpreting 
the  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  ve.^- 
sels  in  ordinary,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  com- 
mission, as  admitting  a  greater  latitude  in  its  application 
to  naval  purposes,  than,  it  is  believed,  was  conten>plated 
by  the  framers  of  the  law,  or  was  admissible  by  a  fair  con- 
struction of  its  tt*rma,  have  caused  to  be  built,  out  of  that 
fund,  a  new  sloop  of  warr  in  the  place  of  the  '*  Julm 
Adams,"  which  liad  been  found  defective  in  the  model, 
and  otherwise  unfit  fur  repair. 

This  subject  was  referred  to  your  consideration;  and, 
in  conformity  to  your  decision,  an  order  lias  been  issued, 
requiring  that,  in  future,  the  application  of  this  fund  shall 
be  confined  to  the  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  the 
wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission;  and  that  no  ves- 
sels shall  be  built  or  rebuilt,  unless  authorized  by  a  spe- 
cific appropriation. 

The  condition  of  the  Navy  hospitals  at  most  of  the 


Navy  who  may  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  require  it.  At 
most  of  these  places,  the  only  provision  made  for  their 
comfort  during  illness  is  some  temporary  shelter  or  old 
building,  possessing  no  ot:e  of  the  reqtiimtes  necessary 
t  for  this  purpose.  The  mariner  who  returns  after  long 
and  faithful  service  in  distant  and  uncongenial  climates, 
finds  no  asylum  prepared  for  his  reception  and  recovery 
from  diseases  incident  to  such  service,  hot  is  oonspelled 
to  linger  out  hu  life  in  crowded  and  confined  apartments, 
even  less  favorable  to  his  restoration  than  the  hold  of  tlie 
vessel  from  wliich  he  has  been  discharged. 

The  funds  which  have  accrued  from  the  montlily  de- 
ductions of  the  pay  of  the  Navy,  and  the  several  appro* 
priations  made  by  Congress,  have  been  expended  in  the 
erection  of  two  magnificent  buildings,  neither  of  which 
hss  been  finished,  and  but  o:ic  of  them  (at  Nerfblk^  Va.) 
is  applicable  to,  or  designed  for,  the  accommodation  of 
the  sick.  For  several  years  to  cone,  there  cannot  be 
such  an  accumulation  of  Navy  hospital  capital  iiS  wiU  ens- 
ble  the  Commissioners  of  that  funa  to  engage  in  the  con- 
stmction  of  other  useful  and  permanent  buildings  for 
these  objects. 

At  Pensacola,  to  the  mild  and  salabrious  climate  of 
which  the  invalids  of  the  Navy  look  with  so  much  anxie- 
ty as  a  place  of  refuge  andrestorationfrom  tropical  pesti- 
Jence,  there  is  no  building  which  will  even  protect  the 
'sufferers  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  weauieTf  much 
less  secure  to  them  the  conveniences  and  comforts  whtdi 
their  situation  demands. 

At  New  York,  and  at  Charlcstown,  Massachusetts,  the 
necessary  lands  have  been  purchased  with  the  Navy  hos- 
pital funds  for  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the  use  of  the 
sick,  and  are  in  every  respect  favorably  situated  for  af- 
fording the  advantages  which  such  establishments  should 
possess. 

These  sites,  in  the  vicinity  of  stations  which  are  of  so 
much  importance  to  the  Navy,  firom  the  number  of  effi- 
cient recruits  enlisted  at  them  for  its  service,  remain  un- 
improved, and  unprovided  with  tlie  buildings  that  are  in- 
dispensable for  the  welfiiie  of  the  invalid. 

The  laws  passed  at  the  last  and  preceding  sessions  of 
Congress  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  Navy,  the 
protection  of  Hie  ships  in  ordinary,  and  for  the  preser^s- 
tion  of  the  materiab  for  naval  purposes  collected  at  the 
different  Navy  Yards,  have  received  a  due  share  of  the 
attention  of  the  Department. 

The  construction  of  the  two  dry-docks  authorised  \x^- 
der  the  first  of  these  acts,  at  Boston  and  Norfvdk,  is  pro- 
greasing.  The  one  at  Boston  is  now  in  such  a  ataie  of 
advancement  as  to  induce  the  expectation  that  K  may  be 
broufl^it  into  operation  during  the  ensuing  year,  or  early 
in  loS2.  The  completion  of  these  two  laborious  and 
expensive  works  will  mark  an  important  advance  in  the 
progress  of  our  naval  improvements.  Repairing  the 
ships  of  war  of  the  larger  classes,  hitherto  a  work  of  so 
much  labor,expense,  and  hazard, will  by  the  conveniences 
affoided  of  these  docks,  be  rendered  comparatively  easy, 
and  may  be  executed,  not  only  without  r«sk  and  at  ^iess 
cost  than  formerly,  but  in  a  manner  better  securing  both 
the  strength  and'  durability  of  the  ship.  Paper  marked 
C,  annexed,  contains  information  in  detail  on  this 
subject. 

Extensive  houses  have  been  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  materials  pttHrided  under  this  act«  and  other  build- 
ings are  in  progress,  which  will  give  complete  protec- 
tion to  the  large  stores  now  deposited  at  the  difTerent 
yards,  and  ttiose  which  are  to  be  delivered  under  existing 
contracts. 

The  necessary  examinations  required  by  this  act,  to  de- 
termine the  practicabihty  and  expediency  of  erecting  s 
marine  rail-way,  at  the  Navy  Yard,  Pensacola,  have  been 


Navy  yards  in  the  United  States  is  entirely  deficient  in  I  made  by  one  of  the  United  States'  Engineers. 

the  means  of  giving  accommodation  to  the  invalids  of  the  |     Ths  views  of  this 'officer  on  this  subject  were  laid  be 
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fore  the  Board  of  Navy  Connmissi  oners,  and  they  have 
expressed  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  or  proper, 
under  the  restrictions  and  conditions  imposed  by  the  act, 
to  cause  the  construction  of  this  desirable  improvement 
to  be  attempted. 

It  is  indispensable,  however,  that  some  facility  should 
be  afforded  at  this  most  convenient  position  for  the  re- 
pairs of  the  vessels  of  war  eng^iged  in  the  West  India 
service.  It  is  proposed  that  a  wharf  suitable  for  these 
purposes  should  be  built,  in  place  of  the  contemplated 
rail -way  ;  and  the  necessary  estimates  for  its  erection  arc 
in  readiness  to  be  transmitted. 

Furthers  efforts  have  been  made  fur  Uie  execution  of 
this  act  as  far  as  it  relates. to  the  preservation  of  the  Kve 
oak  sowing  on  the  co.iStji  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Uy  the  f«)»irth  section  of  this  act,  the  President  is  au- 
thorized to  proviue  for  the  preservation  of  this  timber ; 
but  it  s^ms  to  have  been  intended  that  the  power  should 
be  limited  to  that  object.  An  interpretation  of  the  law 
has,  heretofore,  been  entertained,  extending  this  p4>wer 
not  only  to  the  planting  of  the  acorns,  and  the  cultivation 
of  plancations  of  young  trees,  but  to  the  purchase  from 
individuals  of  lands  producing  them.  The  paper  accom- 
panying this,  marked  D,  shows  the  amount  which  has 
been  expanded  on  tliese  plantations,  and  the  sums  which 
have  been  paid  to  individuals  for  the  purchase  of  tracts 
of  such  land. 

When  it  is  considereil  that  this  timber  is  tlie  natural 
product  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  from  the  St. 
Mary's  to  the  3:ibine  :  that  the  greater  part  of  this  be- 
longs to  the  United  States,  ami  is  pmpos.-'d  to  be  retained 
with  a  view  to  preserving  a  supply  of  this  important  ma- 
terial for  the  Navy,  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  for  the 
present  to  engage  in  its  artificial  propagation  or  culture. 

Under  an  impression  that  this  system  is  neither  expe- 
dient, nor  in  conformity  to  the  intentions  of  the  act,  an 
order  has  been  givea  to  discontinue  the  works  after  the 
expiration  of  the  present  year. 

But  the  preservation  of  this  timber  is  an  object  of  great 
importance,  and  should  be  prosecuted  witli  an  active  and 
uiideviating  purpose. 

In  aid  of  those  measures  which '  have  been  heretofore 
resorted  to,  a  vessel  of  such  draft  of  water  as  was  adapt- 
ed to  the  r.ayigation  of  the  rivers  and  creeks  of  tlie  coasts 
of  Florida,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  has  been  selected 
and  fitted  out,  and  the  command  given  to  a  vigilant  and 
enterprismg  oiHcer  of  the  Navy,  who  has  been  required 
to  visit,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  season  or  circumstan- 
ces would  permit,  every  section  of  these  coasts,  and  to 


of  the  African  slave  trade  ;  and  the  appropriations  have 
been  made  with  a  liberality  corresponding  with  the  hu- 
mane intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  laws. 

The  terms  of  these  acts  are  sufficiently  defined  to  be 
readily  intelligible.  Tt  wnidd  seem  that  the  authority 
given  to  tlie  President  was  limited  to  the  support  of  the 
negroes  or  persons  of  color  during  their  stay  in  the  United 
States,  to  their  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  to  the 
delivering  of  them  to  the  care  of  an  agent,  &c.  There 
is  no  power  expressly  vested  in  the  Executive  to  provide, 
after  such  delivery,  eitlier  for  their  support  or  protec- 
tion. A  liberal  interpretation  of  the  law  might  permit 
some  allowance  to  be  mri^de  for  tlieir  maintenance  after 
being  landed,  until  they  could  find  employment  by  which 
it  might  be  earned.  But  this  even  would  be  authority 
from  inference  only,  an  I  should  be  cautiously  exercised. 
The  practice  has  been  <o  furnish  these  persons  with 
provisions  for  a  period  of  time;  after  being  landed  in  Afri- 
ca, varying  from  six  months  to  one  year  ;  to  provide  them 
with  houses,  arms,  and  ammunition  ;  to  pay  for  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications  ;  for  the  building  of  vessels  for  their 
use  ;  and,  in  short,  to  render  all  the  aids  required  for  the 
founding  and  support  of  a  colonial  establishment. 

This  Tatitudi nous  interpretation  of  the  law  has  resulted 
in  the  heavy  expenditures  detailed  in  the  annexed  report. 
Understanding  the  law  in  the  limited  acceptation  repre- 
sented above,  it  will  in  future  be  executed  accordingly, 
and  every  effort  made  by  the  Department  to  confine  the 
application  of  this  fund  within  tl)e  pale  of  its  provisions. 
'I1ie  term  for  which  the  crew  of  the  frigate  Java  had 
been  enlisted  having  nearly  expired,  that|ves8el  has  been 
onlered  to  return  to  the  United  States  ;  in  doing  which, 
the  commander  has  been  required,  in  furtherance  of  the 
humane  policy  pursued  by  the  Government,  to  touch  at 
the  settlement  at  Liberia,  and  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  laws 
which  have  been  enacted  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade. 

In  a  communication  heretofore  made  to  you,  the  opin- 
ion was  expressed,  that  the  number  of  Navy  Yards  now 
established  and  in  operation  was  greater  than  was  requir- 
ed for  the  present  wants  of  the  naval  service,  and  that  a 
part  of  them  were  liable  to  the  further  objection  of  in- 
convenient location,  both  from  their  great  distance  from 
the  ocean,  aiKi  the  deficiency  in  the  depth  of  water  for 
the  larger  classes  of  vessels. 

This  opinion  has  not  been  changed  by  any  information 
since  obtained,  or  by  subsequent  consideration  of  the 
sul^ect. 

Should  it,  however,  become  the  necessary  policy  of 
the  Government  t»  make  a  great  addition  to  its  naval 


use  tke  utmost  effolte  to  suppress  further  depredations  {  force,  it  is  possible  tliey  may  all  be  found  useful,   espe 


upon  the  public  interests.  Surveyors  and  agents  have 
also  been  directed  to  explore  such  parts  of  the  coast  as 
abound  with  the  live  oak,  to  designate  the  boundaries 
between  private  and  public  claims  to  land,  and  to  mark 
out  such  tracts  as  they  may  think  it  most  conducive  to 
the  public  interest  should  be  reserved  for  sale. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  marked  E,  shoytrB  the  several  sums  which  have 
been  paid  in  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1819,  and  other  acts,  making  appropriation  for  support- 
ing and  removing  certain  persons  of  color  from  the 
United  States  to  the  coast  of  Africa.'  It  appears  from 
this  statement,  that,  under  authority  of  these  acts,  252 
persons  of  this  description  have  been  removed  to  the 
settlement  provided  by  the  Colonization  Society  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  {  and  that  there  has  been  expended  there 
for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ten  dolUirs. 

These  several  acts  appear  to  have  been  passed  in  a 
spirit  of  ju:*tice  and  benevolence,  to  repsir,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  injuries  infiicted  by  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  defenceless  persons  who  are  the  subjects 


cially  for  the  repairs  of  the  smaller  classes  of  vessels,  and 
as  depots  fur  materials  for  the  Navy,  collected  from  the 
contiguous  country. 

Whatever  course  may  be  pursued  in  relation  to  these 
establishments,  it  is-believcd  to  be  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance to  the  security  and  general  interests  ef  the  Navy 
that  other  positions  be  sought  for,  possessing  greater  ad- 
vantages, and  not  liable  to  the  objections  whidi  nave  been 
mentioned. 

Few  positions  on  our  maritime  frontier  offer  all  the 
requisites  for  such  purposes.  But  where  these  are  found, 
it  cannot  be  good  policy  to  neglect  the  measures  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  possession  and  improvement  of  them. 

The  advantages  believed  to  be  possessed  by  the  Dry 
Tortugas,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  such  an  establish- 
ment, have  heretofore  been  represented  to  Congress, 
and  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  opinions  of  the  in- 
telligent naval  officers  who  liave  recommended  this  posi- 
tion should  be  tested  by  the  more  minute  examinations 
of  Engineers  possessing  the  scientific  knowledge  neces- 
sary for  its  accurate  determination. 

Pensacola,  as  a  place  of  depot  and  resort  for  vessels  of 
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war  requiring  siipplie*!  or  repain,  li:«s  much  to  recom- 
mend  it,  bf'm^  cunti^tioiiH  tn  (htt  part  of  tlic  Uniteil 
State**  coast  wliicli,  H  may  he  pfc^umc.I,  it  will  long  be 
n«cp»sary  flIioiiKl  be  gtianlcd,  paKtcnlarly  by  that  class  of 
veiseH  whirli  can  safely  <*nti*r  it.<  harbor,  pos<ics:iin^  a 
healthful  climate,  and  the  cotintry  in  its  neighborhood 
aboumlin^  with  the  best  materials  for  tlic  constniction  of 
venselsof  war.  Hittf  as  a  place  of  jjencral  rcmU-zvoiis 
for  fleets  or  9f|iiadron<i  composetl  of  ships  of  the  largest 
classes,  it  cannot,  in  the  prrscnt  stale  of  the  entrance 
into  its  harbor,  be  regardi-tl  as  offering  the  rerjuiretl  fa- 
cilities. 

Frfim  a  report  made  by  the  Department  of  War  to  the 
House  of  Itepresentativi-s  on  the  Jih  Febniary,  1830,  it 
appears  that  a  survey  was  made  of  this  harbor  during  the 
preceding  year,  with  a  view  ol  <letermining  the  practica- 
bili'.  f  deepening  ttic  channel  of  the  entrance  into  this 
harbor,  and  thus  ailapting.it  to  the  great  purposes  of  a 
naval  depot  for  the  United  Stutes*  Navy. 

The  result  of  this  survey  was  entirely  favorable  to  the 
expectation  of  success  from  audi  an  undertaking,  and  at 
an  expense  not  estimated  to  exceed  $107,000.  Whether 
the  work,  if  it  could  be  accomplished,  would  secure  a 
permanent  facility  of  entrance,  uninfluencefl  by  the  ope- 
rations of  the  tides  and  storms,  c;ui  only  be  determined 
by  the  experitnent.  The  olyect,  however,  is  one  of  deep 
interest  to  those  sections  of^^the  United  States  embraced 
within  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  to  those 
engaged  in  conveying  their  productions  to  market. 

The  communicatitm  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy,  dated  19th  October,  1829,  and  addressed  to  you, 
with  the  report  on  naval  affairs,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  aflTorded  some  views  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fitness  of  the  harbor  of  Newport^  Uhode 
Island,  or  some  place  in  the  Narraganset  Day,  for  a  naval 
depot  and  rendezvous  for  the  United  States'  Navy. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  general  advantages  of  this 
harbor  or  bay,  for  such  purposes,  arc,  in  some  respects, 
superior  to  any  position  East  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  In ' 
addition  to  the  information  furnished  by  this  document, 
it  will  bt  found,  on  reference  to  the  surveys  of  Captains 
Evans  and  Perry,  made  by  order  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment In  1815  and  1817,  that  tiie  places  referred  to  com- 
bine almost  every  advantage  desirable  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment {  especially  a  facility  of  ingress  and  egress,  with 
A  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  ships  of  the  largest  classes, 
and  of  a  capacity  to  permit  the  largest  fleets  to  ride  with- 
in their  waters,  in  security  from  storms,  or  obstructions 
from  accumulations  of  ice ;  that  its  proximity  to  tlie  ocean 
gives  all  the  advantages  of  convenient  attack  or  retreat 
&om  an  enemy  {  and  that,  from  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  channels  of  entrance  and  departure,  a  fleet  could 
not  be  blockaded  within  it  without  an  application  of  force 
incomparably  greater  than  the  one  intended  to  be  shut 
up  {  and  that  tt  is  believed  to  be  defensible  at  ah  expense 
far  less  than  that  which  has  been  incurred  for  similax*  ob- 
jects. In  addition  to  these  important  advantages,  it  is  de- 
scribed by  the  ofRccrs  above  named  as  admitting  of  the 
entrance  of  vessels  with  the  wind  blowing  from  points 
of  the  compass  during  the  prevalence  of  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  make  a  port  in  any  harbor  on  the  East- 
ern coast  of  the  Uuited  States.  This  peculiar  facility 
might,  if  the  harbor  was  properly  defended,  result  injthe 
security  of  a  fleet  from  the  attacks  of  a  superior  enemy, 
and  affords  the  strongest  inducements  to  provide  for  its 
•cientifical  survey,  and  the  determination  of  all  tlie 
points  connected  with  the  subject. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  an  appropriation 
be  made,  authorizing  such  survey  by  the  proper  Engi- 
neers, of  the  harbor  of  Newport,  or  other  positions  on 
Narraganset  Ray,  witli  a  view  to  tlie  selection  of  a  site 
offering  the  greatest  number  of  these  advantages,  and 
susceptible  of  defence  at  the  least  expense  to  the  nation. 


Soine  ilifTerence  of  opinion  having  taken  plic*  b**- 
t w«jcn  th*^  C'immiasionera  of  the  Navy  Y.ir!<,  wlnccr." 
appointed  to  cximiue  the  sitei  :it  the  Nivy  Yanl  in  Brfwk- 
lyn  and  (■ovenior'j  I^tlaml,  to  determine  wliirh  oltheta) 
positions  was  more  eligible  for  a  iiavul  depot  and  buiLI- 
ing  yani,  no  s^^lectlon  had  been  maile  for  the  builJin^i 
which  were  required  for  the  several  purposes  of  llic  f*- 
talilishment.  Thisyanl  hatl  conseq«iently  remaine^l  an- 
improve<l,  to  the  gjreat  injury  of  tlie  store  of  mstcmh 
which  had  been  collected  there,  as  well  as  the  geiKnl 
operations  of  building  and  repairing. 

The  subject  having  been  referred  to  yonr  cr>nsiJeB' 
tion,  and  all  the  d<jcuments  explaining  the  rclitive  aJ- 
vantages  of  the  two  sites  having  been  laid  before  yo«,it 
has,  in  conformity  with  your  opinion,  been  ordcreJ  ihi? 
:he  timber-houses  shall  bo  erecte»l  at  the  old  establish- 
ment at  Brooklyn,  until  further  sur^'eys  can  be  made,  »f- 
fbrdtng  such  minute  information  as  wdl  justify  a  final  di<- 
position  of  the  subject. 

1*he  papers  herewith  transmittetl,  marked  F,  fumiih 
statements  comfnudicated  by  the  Board  of  Nav)'  Com- 
miflBioncrs. 

No.  1  sliows  the  number  of  vessels  of  war  in  ordiiufr 
at  the  different  stations,  their  present  conditirMi,  and  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  protecting  them  from 
the  effects  of  the  weathsr,  and  the  expense  which  mitst 
be  incurred  for  their  thorough  repair. 

No.  2  shows  that  there  are  now  on  the  stocks,  will 
protected  from  the  weather,  and  in  a  vcr>'  a<lvanccd  stijjf 
of  preparation,  five  ships  of  the  line  and  seven  fngatw. 
These  can  be  readily  finished  and  put  in  commiwon, 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  deimiwl  m 
increase  of  th^  naval  force. 

Aq  important  circumstance  attending  this  condition  of 
the  vessels  alluded  to,  is,  that  they  may  be  retained  for 
any  length  of  time  in  their  present  situation,  without  ma- 
terial injury  from  any  cause  of  decay,  and  that  this  is  ef- 
fected at  an  expense  scarcely  worth  estimating. 

No.  3  exhibits  the  measures  taken  for  the  protection  « 
the  vessels  in  ordinary  from  further  decay. 

The  list  marked  4,  giving  a  view  of  the  auantiiy  of  ma- 
terials for  the  Navy  collected  at  the  several  places  of  de- 
pot, shows  that,  making  all  due  allowance  for  that  por- 
tion which  has  been  rendered  unfit  for  use  by  their  lon^ 
exposure  to  the  weather,  there  is  still  remaining  a  lirfc 
supply -of  the  most  valuable  qualities. 

The  great  loss  which  has  been  suffered  from  the  cauirt 
mentioned  above,  has  made  it  necessary  to  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  to  prevent  its  future  occurrence  ;  anJ  "H* 
structioiis  liavc  been  issued  to  proviile  in  time  the  neces- 
sary houses  and  timber  sheds,  so  as  to  guard  against  the 
injurious  exposure  of  the  materials  to  the  weather,  af^f 
they  slijill  have  been  deposited  at  the  respective  Narv* 
Yards. 

The  accompanying  extracts  of  letters,  marke  i  G,  w- 
dressed  to  the  Department  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy, 
who  hs'vc  had  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  employ- 
ment of  canvass  made  of  cotton,  on  board  tJieir  respec- 
tive vessels,  are  herewith  presented  for  your  considt;r- 
ation. 

The  results  of  their  observations  go  far  to  confirm  the 
favorable  anticipations  which  have  been  entertained  oi 
the  value  of  this  kind  of  canvass.  And  the  opinion  may 
now,  with  some  confidence,  be  offereil,  that  this  article 
of  domestic  production  will  ultimately  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  importation  of  foreign  hemp,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  a  large  portion  of  the  canvass  required  for  tbc 
United  Slates'  Navy.  . 

The  laws  for  the  government  of  the  Navy  are  believe! 
to  require  revision.  Under  the  vague  and  indctermin»*« 
provisions  of  these  laws,  it  can  scarcely  happen  that  «ra|' 
lar  degrees  of  punishment  will  be  awairded  for  similar  de- 
grees of  oflence. 
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The  tribunals  Invested  with  the  power  of  trying'  per- 
^^oiis  cliurgeil  with  violations  of  these  laws,  may,  in  many 
oases  (if  the  party  has  been  found  fp»ilty)  sentence  the 
oftentlcr  to  suffer  the  severest  penalties  of  the  law,  or  dis- 
miss him  wiih  the  mere  nominal  punishment  of  repri- 
iTiaiul-  the  words  of  the  law,  in  several  of  its  most  impor- 
litiit  articles,  being  tliat  the  ufTender  shall,  on  conviction, 
&c.  "  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  the  court 
^hall  adjudge.*' 

Amongst  the  evils  and  odious  features  of  the  law,  as  an 
institution,  this  very  uncertainty  has  been  cited  as  onur 
Justly  meriting  the  opprobrium  which  has  been  attached 
to  it  ;  and,  pervading  as  it  does  almost  every  part  of  this 
syntem,  it  furni^ihes,  independently  of  other  defects,  an 
irrj^ent  motive  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject  by  the 
National  Legislature. 

Believing  that  the  tisefuhiess  ami  reputation  of  the  Na- 
a  y  are  connected  essentially  with  its  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  regidatiouH  enacted  for  its  gt>vernment,  the  De- 
partment lias  been  assiduously  engaged  in  endeavoring  to 
piHimote  their  proper  observance,  and  to  cause  the  du- 
ties of  its  officers,  especiidly  of  its  junior  membera,  to  be 
discharged  in  alternate  routine,  thtis  imposing  on  each  a 
share  of  the  burdens,  and  giving  to  all  tiie  advantages  to 
be  derived  fVom  a  practical  attention  to  them. 

In  a  communication  made  to  the  honorable  Chairman 
r«f  the  Committees  of  NavaJ  AffVirs  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  I6th  Febniary  last, 
proposing  a  peace  establishment,  some  remarks  were  of- 
fered supporting  the  opijiion  that  it  was  just  and  expedi- 
ent that  an  increase  in  the  rank  of  its  officers  shoul  i  con* 
siitiite  a  part  of  the  naval  system. 

While  the  United  States'  marine  was  conffned  to  a  few 
frigates  and  smaller  vessels,  no  advantage  could  have  been 
g^asned,  in  any  point  of  view,  from  higher  grades  in  the 
naval  service  tlian  that  of  Captain.  But,  since  the  great 
increase  in  the  number  ana  size  of  the  United  States' 
vessels  of  war,  and  as  occasions  arise  in  tlie  service  for' 
their  combination  into  fleets  or  sqtia  irons^  other  duties, 
arduous  and  responsible^  and  requiring  the  possession  uf 
superior  nautical  science  and  general  intelligence,  de- 
volve upon  their  commanders.  These  higher  decrees  of 
qualification  for  the  service,  the  fruit  of  long  and  unre- 
mitting devotion  to  tiicir  acquirement,  merit  a  correspon- 
dent elevation  in  professional  rank  and  distinction. 

It  has  been  supposed,  also,  that  superior  rank  has  a  ten- 
dency to  secure  the  enforcement  of  discipline,  inasmuch 
as  the  orders  of  a  suparior  are  more  readily  and  faithfully 
observed  than  those  of  one  of  equal  grade. 

The  increase  may  certainly  obviate  some  causes  of  ir- 
ritation in  tlie  intercourse  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  with 
hose  of  foreign  nations,  the  least  powerful  of  which  have 
higher  grades  than  are  known  in  this  service,  and  uni- 
versally claim  honors  and  precedence  according  to  their 
rank.  These  must  either  be  yielded,  or  intercourse  sus- 
pended ;  and  this  could  not  but  result  injuriously,  should 
it  be  necessary. for  the  United  States'  vessels  to  co-oper- 
ate with  those  of  other  nations  in  any  difficult  naval  en- 
terprise. 

The  subject  of  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  oificars  of 
the  Navy  has  heretofore  been  brouglit  to  your  considera- 
tion i  and  you  are  again  respectfully  referred  to  the  sug- 
gestions^ offered  in  the  report  made  to  you  on  the  first 
December  last. 

In  anticipation  that  this  measure  will  receive  favorable 
consideration,  estimates,  founded  on  the  scale  of  increas- 
ed compensation  proposed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
are  herewith  tnuismitted. 

l*he  authority  which  is  given  to  the  Department  to 
make  allowances  out  of  the  contingent  fund  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  the  officers  of  ttie  Navy,  for  various  incidental 
purposes,  forms  an  important  item  in  its  duties  and  pow- 
ci-s.     The  disposition  of  this  large  fund  is  wholly  within 


the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  its  applica- 
tion only  limited  by  his  sense  of  justice'  and  expediency. 

Without  urging  that  tliis  discretion  lias,  at  any  time, 
been  improperly  or  unjustly  exsrcised,  it  may  be  said 
that  it  unquestionably  offers  the  means  of  committing 
great  abuses  by  extra vagpint  grants  or  allowances  to  some» 
while  these  benefits  may  be  wholly  withheld  from  others. 

As  far  as  it  is  practicable,  these  allowances,  now  con- 
tingent, should  be  specifically  designated,  securing,  with- 
out the  abuse  of  the  fuml,  a  just  return  to  the  parties  for 
the  sums  nt* cessardy  expended  for  such  incidental  pur- 
poses. 

This,  in  many  cases,  may  be  cfTected  by  legislative 
enactments,  particularly  as  relates  to  travelling  expenses, 
attendance  on  courts  martial,  either  as  members  or  vrit- 
nesses,  the  pay  of  Judge  Advocates,  and  to  ufficers  en- 
gaged on  extra  duty  beyond  the  limits  of  their  station s, 
&c. 

In  the  absence  of  precise  legal  provision  on  these 
points,  the  allowances  in  future  will  be  conKnerl  strictly 
to  the  sums  believed  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  offi<^ers  so  employed. 

In  the  report  made  to  the  honorable  the  Chairman'of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  A'ffairs  in  the  HoHse  of  llepre- 
sentatives,  on  the  2 1st  of  Jamiary  la«t,  a  recommendation 
was  offered,  proposing  some  modification  in  the  powera 
and  duties  of  the  Boanl  of  t^ommissionersof  the  Navy. 

The  Department  has  not  found  c^iuse  to  chan^  the 
opinion  then  expressed,  that  a  division  of  the  duties  of 
the  Navy  Board  would  have  a  tendency  to  secure  the  dis- 
charge of  its  various  duties  more  for  the  public  benefit ; 
tliat  it  would  especially  favor  tliis,  by  directing  '*  the  un- 
divided attention  of  the  offieer  to  the  class  of  duties  which 
may  be  confided  t  >  his  management  ;"  "  that  this  exclu- 
sive devotion  of  his  time  and  talents  to  a  single  train  of 
services  would  enable  him  to  attain  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  their  interest,"  to  adopt  a  better  system  for 
their  execution  ;  and  "  that  it  would  secure  a  stronger 
individual  responsibility  for  their  faithful  discharge." 

The  considerations  enumerated  above  ofTer  their  own 
recommendation ;  and  being  in  concurrence  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  Board  itself,  a  oody  which,  from  expe- 
rience, has  derived  the  means  of  forming  coirect  opinions 
on  the  subject,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  jxieasure  will  result  in  much  public  utility. 

The  documents  marked  H,  T,  K,  show  the  number  of 
deaths,  dismissals,  and  resignations,  which  have  occurred 
within  the  present  year. 

The  estimates  for  the  year  1831  are  herewith  transmit- 
ted, marked  L. 

The  appropriations  for  the  present  year  have  been 
found  more  than  sufficient  for  its  current  expenditures  ; 
and  tiiere  will  remtun  of  them  an  unexpended  balance, 
probably  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars. 

It  has'  been  doubted  by  many  able  and  observant  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy  whether  the  marine  corps,  as  .constitut- 
ing a  part  of  the  naval  fbrce,  might  not  be  dispensed 
with,  without  materially  diminisliing  its  efficiency.  On 
this  point,  the  opinions  of  many  of  the  superior  officers 
of  the  Navy  were  called  for,  and  presented  to  the  honor- 
able Ciiairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the 
Senate,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  These,  it 
appeared,  were  by  no  means  in  accordance  with  each 
other;  and  this  diversity  of  sentiment  anrongst  persons 
best  qualified  to  determine  the  question  has  induced  the 
Department  to  withhold  any  recommendation  on  the 
subject. 

The  laws  authorizing  the  establishment  of  this  corps 
provide  that  it  shall  be  governed  by  the  **  same  rales  and 
articles  of  war  as  are  prescribed  fur  the  military  establish- 
mtnt  of  the  United  states,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
service  in  which  i\  shall  be  employed,"  &c.  Under  this 
provision,  it  had  been  determined  tliat  marines,  while  scr- 
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war  requiring^  siipplten  or  repairs,  lias  much  to  recom- 
mend it,  beinjf  conti^ious  lo  that  part  of  the  United 
States*  coast,  whicli,  it  may  be  pfcsnmcil,  it  will  loiig^bc 
necessary  should  be  guarded,  particularly  by  that  class  of 
vessels  which  cnu  safely  enter  its  harbor,  possessing  a 
healthful  climate,  and  thc'  country  in  its  neif^hborhood 
abounding  with  the  best  materials  for  the  construction  of 
vessels  of  war.  But,  as  a  place  of  general  rencU-zvcwis 
for  fleets  or  squadrons  composed  of  ships  of  the  largest 
classes,  it  cannot,  in  the  present  state  of  the  entrance 
into  its  harbor,  be  regaitlfd  as  offering  the  required  fa- 
cilities. 

From  a  report  made  f)y  the  Department  of  War  to  the 
House  of  Representalivt-S  on  the  5ih  P'ebruary,  1830,  it 
appears  that  a  survey  was  made  of  this  harbor  during  the 
preceding  year,  with  a  view  of  determining  the  practica- 
bili'.  .f  deepening  the  channel  of  the  entrance  into  this 
harbor,  and  thus  a<  lap  ting  it  to  the  g^cat  ptu'poses  of  a 
naval  depot  for  the  United  States'  Navy. 

The  result  of  this  survey  was  entirely  favorable  to  the 
expectation  of  success  from  such  an  undertaking,  and  at 
an  expense  not  estimated  to  exceed  $107,000.  Whether 
the  work,  if  it  could  be  accomplished,  would  secure  a 
permanent  fltcility  of  entrance,  uninfiuencefl  by  the  ope- 
rations of  the  tides  and  storms,  can  only  he  determined 
by  the  experiment.  The  object,  however,  is  one  of  deep 
interest  to  those  sections  of  the  United  States  embraced 
within  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  to  those 
engaged  in  conveying  their  productions  to  market. 

I'he  communicatttm  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy,  dated  19th  October,  1829,  and  addressed  to  you, 
with  the  report  on  naval  affairs,  at  the  commencementof 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  aflTorded  some  views  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fitness  of  the  harbor  of  Newport^  Rhode 
Island,  or  some  place  m  the  Narragansct  Day,  for  a  naval 
depot  and  rendezvous  for  the  Unttetl  States*  Navy. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  general  adv.intages  of  this 
harbor  or  bay,  for  such  purposes,  are,  in  some  respects, 
superior  to  any  position  East  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  In 
addition  to  the  information  fiirnished  by  this  document, 
it  will  bt  found,  on  reference  to  the  surveys  of  Captains 
Evans  and  Perry,  made  by  order  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment in  1815  and  1817,  that  the  places  referred  to  com- 
bine  almost  every  advantage  desirable  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment ;  especially  a  facility  of  ingress  and  egress,  with 
a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  ships  of  the  largest  classes, 
and  of  a  capacity  to  permit  the  largest  fleets  to  ride  widi- 
in  their  waters,  in  security  from  storms,  or  obstructions 
from  accumulations  of  ice ;  that  its  proximity  to  the  ocean 
gives  all  the  advantages  of  convenient  attack  or  retreat 
from  an  enemy  ;  and  that,  from  the  number  and  nature 
of  the  channels  of  entrance  and  departure,  a  fleet  could 
not  be  blockaded  within  it  without  an  application  of  force 
incomparably  greater  than  the  one  intended  to  be  shut 
up  ;  and  that  it  is  believed  to  be  defensible  atati  expense 
far  less  than  that  which  has  been  incurred  for  similar  ob- 
jects. In  addition  to  these  important  advantages,  it  is  de- 
scribed by  the  officers  above  named  as  admitting  of  the 
entrance  of  vessels  with  the  wind  blowing  from  points 
of  the  compass  during  the  prevalence  of  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  make  a  port  in  any  harbor  on  the  East- 
ern coast  of  the  United  States.  This  peculiar  facility 
might,  if  the  harbor  was  properly  defended,  result  injthe 
security  of  a  fleet  from  the  attacks  of  a  superior  enemy, 
and  af^rds  the  strongest  inducements  to  provide  for  its 
•cientifica]  survey,  and  the  deterinination  of  all  the 
points  connected  with  the  subject. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  an  appropriation 
be  made,  authorizing  such  survey  by  the  proper  Engi- 
neers, of  the  harbor  of  Newport,  or  other  positions  on 
Narraganset  Bay,  with  a  view  to  the  selection  of  a  site 
offering  the  greatest  number  of  these  advantages,  and 
susceptible  of  defence  at  the  ]e.ist  expense  to  the  nation. 


Some  difference  of  opinion  having  taken  pUc*  be- 
tween the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Y.irl«,  who  were 
appointed  to  cximine  the  sites  at  the  Navy  Yard  in  Brook* 
lyn  and  Govcrnor*d  fsland,  to  determine  which  of  the  t*f> 
positions  was  more  eligible  for  a  nav:d  depot  and  builtl- 
ingyard,  no  selection  had  been  made  for  thr*.  buildings 
which  were  required  for  the  several  purposes  of  the  «■ 
tahlishment.  This  yard  had  consequently  rcmaiiied  un- 
improved, to  the  gi'eat  injury  of  the  store  of  matcriali 
wliich  had  been  collected  there,  as  well  »s  the  gcnrrtl 
operations  of  building  and  repairing. 

The  subject  having  been  referred  to  your  Cf>nsiden- 
tion,  and  all  the  documents  explaining  the  PcUtive  a^l- 
vantagesof  the  two  sites  having  been  laid  before  you,  it 
has,  in  conformity  with  your  opinion,  been  ordere»l  ihit 
:he  timber-houses  shall  bo  erectcil  at  the  old  estmbli&h- 
mcnt  at  Brooklyn,  until  further  surveys  can  be  made,  af- 
fbrding  such  minute  information  as  wdl  justify  a  final  dti- 
position  of  the  subject. 

The  papers  herewith  transmitted,  marked  F,  funiish 
statements  com^uOic^ted  by  the  Board  of  SsLvy  Cotb- 
miasioncrs. 

No.  1  shows  the  number  of  vessels  of  war  In  ondinarr 
at  the  different  stations,  their  present  condition,  and  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  prrrtccting  them  fry« 
the  effects  of  the  weather,  and  the  expense  which  must 
be  incurred  for  their  tliorough  repair. 

No.  2  shows  thaX  tjiere  arc  now  on  the  stocks,  well 
protected  from  the  weather,  and  in  a  ver)'  advanced  stage 
of  preparation,  five  ships  of  the  line  and  seven  firigate*. 
These  can  be  readily  finished  and  pat  in  commission, 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  demand  an 
increase  of  th^  naval  force. 

Aq  important  circumstance  attending  this  con<lition  of 
the  vessels  alluded  to,  is,  tliat  they  may  be  retained  for 
any  length  of  timp  in  their  present  situation,  without  ma- 
terial injury  firom  any  cause  of  decay,  and  that  this  is  ef- 
fected at  an  expense  scarcely  worth  estimating. 

No.  3  exhibits  Uie  measures  taken  for  the  protection  of 
the  vessels  in  ordinary  from  further  decay. 

The  list  marked  4,  giving  a  view  of  the  quantity  oTaa- 
terials  for  the  Navy  collected  at  the  several  pUces  of  de- 
pot, iliows  that,  making  all  due  allowance  for  that  por- 
tion wliich  has  been  rendered  unfit  for  use  by  their  lon^ 
exposure  to  U»e  weather,  there  is  still  remaining  a  large 
supply  <of  the  most  valuable  qualities. 

The  great  loss  which  has  been  suff*ered  from  the  causes 
mentioned  above,  has  made  it  necessary  to  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  lo  prevent  its  future  occurrence  ;  and  in- 
structions have  be^n  issued  to  provide  in  time  the  neces- 
sary houses  and  timber  sheds,  so  as  to  guard  against  the 
injurious  exposure  of  the  materials  to  the  w<-ather,  after 
they, shall  have  been  deposited  at  the  respective  Navy 
Yards. 

The  accompanying  extracts  of  letters,  marke  !  G,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Department  by  the  officers  of  the  Navy, 
who  hpve  had  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  employ. 
mcnt  of  canvass  made  of  cotton,  on  board  their  respec- 
tive vessels,  are  herewith  presented  for  your  consider- 
ation. 

The  results  of  their  observations  go  far  to  confirm  the 
favorable  anticipations  which  have  been  entertained  of 
tlie  value  of  this  kind  of  canvass.  And  the  opinion  may 
now,  with  some  confidence,  |?e  ofTered,  that  tfiis  article 
of  domestic  production  will  ultimately  supersede  the  ue« 
cessity  for  the  importation  of  foreign  hemp,  for  the  numi- 
facture  of  a  large  portion  of  the  canvass  required  for  ilie 
United  States*  Navy. 

Tile  laws  tov  the  government  of  the  Navy  »re  belie%'eJ 
to  require  revision.  Under  the  vague  and  indeterminate 
provisions  of  these  laws,  it  can  scarcely  happen  that  simi- 
lar degrees  of  punishment  will  be  awarded  for  simitar  il-e- 
grees  of  offence. 
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The  tribunals  investetl  with  the  power  of  trying'  pcr- 
^'>n<3  ciiarged  with  violation:!  of  these  laws,  may,  in  many 
cases,  (if  the  party  has  been  fouiHl  {(<iiilty)  sentence  the 
ofii^nrler  to  suffer  the  severest  penalties  of  the  law,  or  ilis- 
twsH  him  wiih  the  mere  nominal  punishment  of  repri- 
iTiaiicl-  the  words  of  the  law,  in  several  of  its  most  impor- 
tant articles,  being  that  the  ufTender  shall,  on  conviction. 
Sec.  "  aufFer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  the  court 
shall  adjudge.*' 

Amongst  the  evils  and  odiotis  features  of  the  law,  as  an 
institution,  this  very  uncertainty  has  been  cited  as  one 
justly  meriting  the  opprobrium  wliich  has  been  attached 
to  it  ;  and,  perva<ling  as  it  does  almost  every  part  of  this 
system,  it  furnishes,  independently  of  other  defects,  an 
irrg-ent  motive  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject  by  the 
National  Legislature. 

Believing  that  the  usefulness  ami  reputation  of  the  Na- 
\  y  are  connected  essentially  with  its  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  regidaliouji  enacted  foi'its  government,  the  De- 
partment has  been  assiduously  engaged  in  endeavoring  to 
promote  their  proper  observance,  and  to  cause  the  du- 
ties of  it<(  officers,  especi;dty  of  its  junior  members,  to  be 
discharged  in  alternate  routine,  thus  imposing  on  each  a 
share  ot  the  burdens,  and  giving  to  all  the  advantages  to 
be  tlcrtved  fVom  a  practical  attention  to  them. 

In  a  communication  made  to  thehonorable  Chairman 
€*f  the  Committees  of  NavaJ  Affairs  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  1 6th  February  last, 
proposing  a  peace  establishment,  some  remarks  were  of- 
fered  supporting  the  opinion  that  it  was  just  and  expedi- 
ent that  an  increase  to  the  rank  of  its  officers  shotd  i  con- 
stitute a  part  fldT  the  naval  system. 

While  the  United  States'  marine  was  confined  to  a  few 
frigates  and  smaller  vessels,  no  advanuge  could  have  been 
gu:ned,  in  any  point  of  view,  from  higher  gnules  in  the 
nuval  service  tlian  that  of  Captain.  But,  since  the  great 
increase  in  the  number  and  size  of  the  United  States' 
vessels  of  war,  and  as  oceasions  arise  in  the  service  for' 
their  combination  into 'fleets  orsquairons^  other  duties, 
arduous  and  responsible,  and  requiring  the  potssession  uf 
superior  nautical  science  and  general  intelligence,  de- 
volve upon  their  commanders.  'I'hese  higher  decrees  of 
qualification  for  the  service,  the  firuit  of  long  and  unre- 
mitting devotion  to  their  acquirement,  merit  a  correspon- 
dent elevation  in  professional  rank  and  distinction^ 

It  has  been  supposed,  also,  that  superior  rank  has  a  ten- 
dency to  secure  the  enforcement  of  discipline,  inasmuch 
as  the  orders  of  a  superior  are  more  readily  and  faithfully 
observed  than  those  of  one  uf  equal  grade. 

The  increase  may  certainly  obviate  some  canses  of  ir- 
ritation in  tlie  intercourse  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  with 
hose  of  fbreigii  nations,  the  least  powerful  of  which  have 
higher  grades  than  are  known  in  this  service,  and  uni- 
versally claim  honors  and  precedence  according  to  their 
rank.  These  must  either  be  yielded,  or  intercourse  sus- 
pended ;  and  this  could  not  but  result  injuriously,  should 
it  be  necessary.for  the  United  States'  vessels  to  co-oper- 
ate with  those  of  other  nations  in  any  difficult  naval  en- 
tcrpriac. 

The  subject  of  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  officers  of 
the  Navy  has  heretofore  been  brouglU  to  your  considera- 
tion ;  and  you  are  again  respectfully  referred  to  the  sug- 
gestions^ offered  in  the  report  made  to  you  on  the  first 
December  last. 

In  anticipation  that  this  measure  wiil  receive  favorable 
consideration,  estimates,  founded  on  th6  scale  of  increas- 
ed compensation  proposed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
are  herewith  transmitted. 

l*he  authority  which  is  given  to  the  Department  to 
make  allowances  out  of  the  contingent  ftnid  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  the  officers  of  ttie  Navy,  for  various  incidental 
purposes,  forms  an  important  item  in  its  duties  and  pow- 
ers.     The  disposition  of  this  large  fund  is  wholly  within 


the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  its  applica- 
tion only  limited  by  his  sense  of  justice  and  expediency. 

Without  urging  that  this  discretion  lias,  at  any  time, 
been  improperly  or  unjtistly  exercised,  it  may  be  said 
that  it  unquestionably  oflTers  the  means  of  committing 
g^eat  abuses  by  extravagant  grants  or  allowances  to  some» 
while  these  benefits  may  be  wholly  withheld  from  others. 

As  far  as  it  is  practicable,  these  allowances,  now  con- 
tingent, should  be  specifically  designated,  securing,  with- 
out the  abuse  of  the  fuml,  a  just  return  to  the  parties  for 
the  sums  necessarily  expended  for  such  incidental  pur- 
poses. 

This,  in  many  cases,  may  be  effected  by  legislative 
enactments,  particularly  as  relates  to  travelling  expenses, 
attendance  on  courts  martial,  either  as  members  or  wit- 
nesses, the  pay  of  Judge  Advocates,  and  (o  nfiicers  en- 
ga^d  on  extra  duty  beyon<l  the  limits  of  their  stations, 
&c. 

In  the  absence  of  precise  legal  provision  on  these 
points,  the  allowances  in  future  will  be  confined  strictly 
to  the  sums  believc<l  to  be  necessary  to  mret  the  ex- 
penses of  officers  so  employed. 

In  ttie  report  made  to  the  honorable  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  A'ffairs  in  the  House  Of  Uepre- 
sentatives,  <»n  the  2 1st  of  Jamiary  last,  a  recommendation 
was  offereti,  proposing  some  modification  in  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy. 

The  Department  has  not  found  cause  to  change  the 
opinion  then  expressed,  that  a  division  of  the  duties  of 
tlie  Navy  Board  woultl  have  a  tendency  to  secure  the  dis- 
charge of  its  various  duties  more  for  the  pitblic  benefit ; 
tliat  it  would  especially  favor  tliis,  by  directing  "  the  un- 
divided attention  of  the  offieerto  the  class  of  duties  which 
may  be  confided  t  y  his  management  -"  **  that  this  exclu- 
sive <levotion  of  his  time  and  talents  to  a  single  train  of 
services  would  enable  him  to  attain  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  their  interest,"  to  adopt  a  better  system  for 
their  execution  ;  and  "  that  it  would  secure  a  stronger 
individual  responsibility  for  their  faithful  discharge." 

The  considerations  enumerated  above  offer  their  own 
recommendation;  and  being  in  concurrence  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  Board  itself,  a  body  which,  from  expe- 
rience, has  derived  the  means  of  forming  correct  opinions 
on  the  subject,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  jxieasure  will  result  in  much  public  utility. 

The  documents  marked  H,  T,  K,  show  the  number  of 
deaths,  dismissals,  and  resignations,  which  have  occurred 
within  the  present  year. 

The  estimates  for  tiie  year  1831  are  herewith  transmit- 
ted, marked  L. 

The  appropriations  for  the  present  year  have  been 
found  more  than  sufficient  f<»r  its  current  expenditures  ; 
and  there  will  ramain  of  them  an  unexpended  balance, 
probably  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars. 

'It  has'  been  doubted  by  many  able  and  observant  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy  whether  the  marine  corps,  as  .constitut- 
ing a  part  of  the  naval  fbrce,  might  not  be  dispensed 
with,  without  materially  diminishing  its  efficiency.  On 
this  point,  the  opinions  of  many  of  the  superior  officers 
of  the  Navy  were  called  for,  and  presented  to  the  honor- 
able Chairman  of  the  Committee  (m  Naval  AffTairs  of  the 
Senate,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  These,  it 
appeared,  w6re  by  no  means  in  accordance  with  each 
other;  and  this  diversity  of  sentiment  anrongst  persons 
best  qualified  to  determine  the  question  h.is  induced  the 
Department  to  withhold  any  recommendation  on  the 
subject. 

l*he  laws  authorizing  the  establishment  of  tliis  corps 
provide  that  it  shall  be  governed  by  the  *^  same  rales  and 
articles  of  war  as  are  prescribed  for  the  military  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
service  in  which  it  shall  be  employed,"  &c.  Under  this 
provision,  it  had  been  determined  that  marines,  while  ser- 
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ving  at  NftTy  Yards,  shall  be  gfoverned  by  military  Ttgu^ 
lation.  By  this  decision,  two  systems  of  discipUne  are 
brought  into  operation  on  persons  employed  on  duty  at 
the  same  establishment.  The  inconveniences  of  such 
an  arrangement  must  be  apparent.  The  perfect  i^rc' 
servationot  good  order  at  the  Navy  yardi  demands  tiiat 
the  commander  should  have  the  exclusive  government  of 
all  persons  employed  in  service  within  the  limits  of  his 
command. 

Asa  measuie  tending  to  give  reputation  and  eflliciency 
to  the  Navy,  the  cultivation  of  the  minds  of  those  who  are 
to  compose  its  active  members  is  a  subject  of  great  nation- 
al interest  Tt  is  a  fact  which  will  not  be  questioned,  that 
the  early  education  of  the  officeni  of  the  Navy  is  entire- 
ly unequal  to  the.Q)>aracter  they  have  subsequently  to 
sustain. 

Few  appointments  undtfr  the  Government  involve  a 
necessity  for  more  general  and  scientific  attainments. — 
As  oflicersof  the  Navy,  they  are  required  to  act  as  judg- 
es of  the  law  and  evidence,  on  trials  of  their  brother  oiTi- 
cers  for  offences  affecting  the  lives  and  characters  of  the 
accused:  as  commanders  of  ships,  they  should  possess  not 
only  .a  practical  acquaintance  with  seamansliip,  but  an  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  those  branches  of  mathematics  con* 
nected  with  the  science  of  navi(,'ation,with  astronomy  and 
geography;  and,  as  commanders  of  fleets  or  squailrons, 
they  must  be  well  informed  on  all  points  of  international 
law,  having  reference  to  the  rights  of  neutrals  and  belli- 
gerents, the  often  recurring  question  of  the  rights  of 
blockade,  and  other  interdictions  of  intercourse  between 
powers  standing  in  this  relation  to  each  other;  to  possess 
an  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  modern  languages,  to 
enable  them  to  enter  into  discussions  on  points  of  differ- 
ence which  may  arise,  with  the  representatives  of  foreign 
States  speaking  such  foreign  language;  and  it  may  often 
happen  that  the  communications  can  only  be  advantage- 
ously made  in  the  language  of  the  party  with  whom  the 
subject  of  dispute  may  exist.  The  sons  of  the  wealthy 
may  obtain  these  advantages  from  the  bounty  of  their  pa- 
rents; but,  without  the  aid  of  public  instruction,  how  are 
the  sons  of  the  less  affluent  to  become  qualified  to  com- 
mand in  the  naval  service  ^ 

a  may  be  further  remarked,  that,  while  a  school,  on 
the  most  liberal  and  comprehensive  Alan  of  instruction, 
has  been  provided  for  the  military  talent  of  the  country, 
and  has  been  endowed  with  every  attribute  Tor  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  education  of  the  youth  who  a^ire  to  a 
share  in  the  toils  or  honors  of  a  military  life«  the  only  pro- 
vision which  has  been  authorized  by  law  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  midshipmen  in  the  Navy  is  to  be  found  in  the 
allowance  of  $25  per  month  to  the  schoolmasters  retain- 
ed on  board  the  larger  vessels  of  war. 

The  reports  on  the  concerns  of  the  Navy  Hospital  and 
Navy  Pension  funds  will  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  the  ac- 
counts of  the  several  Agents  arc  received.  The  remote- 
ness of  the  residence  of  some  of  the  Agents  of  the  Pen- 
sion fund  mskes  it  difficult  and  inconvenient  to  obtain 
complete  statements  of  their  transactions  to  be  rendered 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  23d  April,  1800. 

In  presenting  views  of  the  policy  which  it  may  be  for 
the  public  interest  should  be  pursued  in  reference  to  the 
naval  establishment,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  the  population  and  general  resources  of  the  na* 
tion,  which  has  already  taken  place,  and  is  daily  advanc- 
ing, leaves  little  to  be  dreaded  from  invasions  of  its  terri- 
tory by  an  external  foe,  detached  as  it  is  from  the  great 
warlike  powers  of  the  world. 

[t  will  be  on  the  ocean,  and  in  the  transit  of  its  mercan- 
tile enterprise  to  distant  markets,  that  the  nation  mav  be 
regarded  as  most  vulnerable  ;  and  to  this  point  should  its 
efiorts  for  defence  be  chiefly  directed. 

The  great  expense  attending  the  support  of  so  large  a 
naval  force  as  may  be  oecasionaUy  required  to  give  seca- 


ritf  to  the  commercial  pursuits  of  the  countnr,  and  to  pro> 
tect  the  accessible  portions  of  the  coasts  from  invasKm 
and  attacks  of  a  foreign  foe,  makes  it  a  matter  of  leading 
importance  that  a  system  be  .pursued  whidi  shall  place 
tlie  resources  of  the  country  in  a  condition  to  be  r^uiUy 
brought  into  action  whenever  the  necessity  presents  it- 
self, without  incurring  the  expense  of  maintaining  &uch 
large  force  when  its  services  are  not  wanted- 

This,  doubtless,  will  be  foufid  to  be  a  task  of  much 
difBcuky.  It  may,  however,  it  is  believed,  in  some  mei- 
sure  -be  attained  by  steadily  adhering  to  the  course  sag- 
rested  to  you  in  a  former  communication — ^to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  supplies  of  all  the  materials  for  the 
construction  of  a  Navy,  which  require  much  time  to  put 
them  in  a  condition  for  use,  and  which  can  be  preserved 
without  material  deterioration  or  decay  ;  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  these  by  seasoning  and  other  processes,  and  the 
preservation  of  them  after  being  so  prepared*  until  re- 
quired to  be  used ;  to  retain  no  more  vessels  of  war  ui 
cotnitfission  than  are  required  for  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  service,  and  to  cause  those  which  it  may  be  jadged 
proper  shoidd  be  built  to  be  reserved  on  the  stocks^  pro 
periy  sheltered,  until  their  services  are  called  for  by  xhr 
national  wants ;  to  provide  for  the  effectual  repair  aiHi 
preservation  of  the  veaselsin  ordinary  ;  to  appoint  to  the 
service  no  larger  number  of  junior- officers  than  can  be 
kept  actively  employed,  either  at  se.i,  at  the  stations  on 
shore,  or  in  the  acquirement  of  a  knowled^  of  the  vari- 
ous brandies  of  their  professional  education.  Oa  this 
latter  point,  it  may  be  remarked,  that,  to  keep  in  the  paj 
of  the  Government  a  greater  number  of  these  of&cen 
than  can  be  usefully  employed,  is  not  only  a  prodifca' 
waste -of  the  public  money,  hut  a  prodigal  abttae  of  the 
character  of  the  youth  of  the  co-intry*  When  thus  ap- 
pointed to  the  Navy,  and  taken  from  the  guardianship  of 
their  natural  friends,  and  thrown,  without  restraint  or  oc- 
cupation, upon  society,  it  can  rarely  happen  that  they  es- 
cape the  dissolute  and  enerrating  habiu  incident  to  a  lite 
of  idleness  and  intlulgence. 

Every  day's  experience  gives  confirmation  to  the  opfn* 
ion,  that  the  worst  effects  to  the  moral  and  profesBioasl 
characters  of  the  Midshipmen  of  the  Navy  result  from  tbU 
state  of  emancipati«in  from  parental  guardiajuliip,  unte- 
•trained  by  the  active  discipline  of  the  service  to  whiob 
they*  nominally  belong. 

Should  the  exigencies  of  tlie  nation  demand  a  suddea 
incr^se  of  tlie  corps,  it  would  be  far  safer  to  resort  to  ap- 
pointments iittde  for  the  occasion,  than  to  rely  upon  su- 
pernumeraries thus  become  negligent  and  iiwubordtnate, 
and  who,  if  brought  into  service,  would  rather  tend  to 
weaken  than  to  augment  its  strength. 

Other  subjects  believed  to  have  a  claim  to  considera- 
tion are,  the  state  of  the  unsettled  accounts  of  the  dis- 
bursing officers,  a  general  survey  of  the  coasts,  liatbors, 
fiic.  The  former  v^as  brought  to  your  notice  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress  :  the  latter,  as  a  measure  afford- 
ing information  on  the  geographical  positions  of  the  prin- 
cipal capes  and  promontories,  the  depth  and  direction  of 
the  channels  of  the  bays  and  harbors,  &c.,  is  a  subject  in- 
timately connected  with  the  securi^  and  prasperity  of 
the  United  States  Navy.  To  these  your  attention  is  again 
respectfully  invited. 

JOHN  BRANCH. 


REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER   GENERAL. 

Post  Orrics  DspAaTKBsrT,  30th  Nov.  1830. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  Statet: 

Sir  :  I  have  tlte  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  report 
of  the  transactions,  condition,  and  prospects,  of  this  De- 
partment. 
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Th«  expenditures  of  the  Department,  for 

the  year  comroeficinip  with  the  1st  of 

July,  183f ,  and  extending  to  the  1st  of 

July,  1828,  we  e        -        -        -  $  1,623,893  80 

TIm  receipts,  bein^^  the  amount  of  pos* 

tarvs    returned  tor  the  same  period, 

were 1,598,877  95 


Showing  an  excess  of  expenditure  be- 
yond the  rerenue,  for  that  year,  of 

The  expenditures,  from  the  Ist  of  July 
1828,  to  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  were 

The  amount  of  postages  returned  for 
the  same  period,  was        ... 

Showing  an  excess  of  expenditure,  for 
that  year,  of     - 

The  total  expenditures  from  the  1st  of 
July,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  July,  1830, 
wei*e       .-.--- 

7b  toit.'  for  compensation 

to  Postmasters,  595,234  93 

Transportation  of  the  mail   1,274,009  98 

Ineidental  expensrt        -  63,463  04 

Tlie  amount  of  postages  returned  for  the 
same  period,  was        ... 


25,015  85 

1,782,132  57 
1,707,418  42 

74.714  15 
1,932,707  95 


1,850,583  10 


Exhibiting  an  excess  of  expenditure  be- 
yond tlie  revenue,  for  this  last  year,  of  82,124  85 

This  deficit  of  the  current  receipts  of  the  last  year  to 
meet  the  expenditures  of  the  department,  it  will  be  ob- 
serred,  has  not  increased,  above  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  in  so  great  a  ratio  as  that  of  the  preceding  year  in- 
creased beyond  the  deficit  of  the  year  anterior  to  the  1st 
of  July,  1828.  The  inference  deduced  from  this  ftict,  as 
well  as  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  Department,  will 
be  shown  more  distinctly  in  an  exhibit  of  tiie  receipts 
arid  expenditures  of  tlie  Department,  by  half  years,  for 
the  two  preceding  years.  Thus  the  regiilar  increase  of 
the  revenue  of  the  Department  will  sufficiently  demon- 
strate its  ability,  by  its  future  receipts,  to  fulfil  its  exten- 
sive engagemenis,  should  no  considerable  charges  be 
created,  for  a  few  years  more,  in  addition  to  those  inci- 
dent to  the  present  establishment; 

The  expenditures  for   the  latter  half  of 

the  year  1828,  wci-e        -        -        -  *  851,190  96 

The  receipts  for  the  same  peri6d        -  826,255  36 


Kxcess  of  expenditure 

The  expenditures  of  the  1st  half  year  of 

1829,  were 

The  receipts, 

Excess  of  expenditure 

The  expenditures  of  the  second  half  year 

of  1829,  were 

The  receipts 

Excess  of  expenditure  fur  that  half 
year         .        .        -        -        . 

The  cxpendittires  of  the  first  half  year 

of  1830,  were  -        .        -        . 

The  receipts 

Excess  for  the  last  half  year 


24,935  60 

930,941  61 
881,163  06 

49,778  55 

948,306  74 
892,827  60 

55,539  14 

984,341  tl 
957  J55  50 

(Tt  should  be  noted  that  the  excess  of  this  last  half  year 
would  have  appeared,  as  it  aetuaUy  wasi  but  #17,019  16, 
had  not  a  portion  3f  the  current  expenditures  thai  were 
made  in  the  preceding  year  been  entered  in  the  accounts 
el  the  first  half  of  the  present  year.) 

The  whole  amount  of  postages  from  the 

1st  of  July,  1829,  to  the  1st  of  July  of 

the  present  year,  as  presented  in  the 

fbre£^ing  statement,  is        >        •        . 
The  amount  of  postage  from  the  1st  of 

July,  1828,  to  the  1st  of  July,  1829, 

was  


1,850,583  10 


Giving  an   increase  in  this  one 

year,  of  .        .        .        - 

The  amount  of  available  funds  'at  the 

disposal  of  the  Department  on  the  1st 

of  July,  1899,  was  reported  to  be 

Deduct  the  excess  of  6xpenditiire  for  the 

last  year 

Leaves  this  amount  of  surplus    - 


1,707,418  42 

145,164  68 

230,849  07 

82,124  85 

148,724  22 


26,585  71 


The  system  of  financial  operations,  as  mentioned  in 
■nr  report  of  last  yeaf,  has  fulfilled  all  the  anticipations 
of  its  efficiency.  The  promptitude  evinced  by  the 
"depositing  Postmasters"  in  gfeneral,  and  the  entire 
certainty  of  the  accounts,  both  with  the  banks  and  tboie 
postmasters,  exclusive  of  the  security  in  all  these  trans- 
actions derived  to  the  public  from  this  system,  have,  in 
no  small  degree,  contributed  to  the  ability  of  the  Depart- 
ment  to  meet  its  extensive  demands. 

In  the  several  States,  improvements  in  nuul  facilities 
have  been  loudly  called  for;  and,  in  many  instances,  the 
growing  population  and  extending  settlemenU  of  the 
country  have  absolutely  required  them.  In  making  such 
improvements,  care  has  been  taken  so  to  extend  them  as 
to  give  the  greatest  possible  accommodation  at  the  least 
expense,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  would  be  most  likely  to 
increase  the  revenue.  It  is  in  part  owing  to  these  im- 
provements that  the  amount  of  revenue  is  so  much  aug- 
mented, though  they  have,  at  the  same  time,  considera- 
bly increased  the  expenditures  of  the  Department. 

Between  the  1st  of  July  1829,  and  the  1st  of  July 
1830,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was  increased,  in 
sUges,  equal  to  745,767  miles  a  year; 

On  horseback  and  ill  sulkies  67,104    do.     do. 

Making  an  annual-  increase  of  trans- 
portation, equal  to  812,871  miles  a  year 
beyond  the  amount  of  any  former  period. 

The  annual  transportation  of  the  mail,  on  the  Ist  of 
July  last,  was  about  9,531,577  miles  in  stages;  and  the 
whole  yearly  transportation  in.  coaches,  steamboats,  sul- 
kies, and  on  horseback,  amounted,  at  that  period,  to 
about  14^500,000  miles. 

The  existing  contracts  for  transporting  the  mail  in  the 
southern  division,  embracing  the  btates  of  Vipginia,North 
Carolina,  South  Carolitui,  Georgia,  and  the  territory  of 
Florida,  will  expire  with  the  current  year.  In  the  re- 
newal  of  thoie  contracts,  provision  has  been  made  for 
extending  sta|pe  accommodations  over  1,502  miles  of  post 
roads,  on  which  the  mail  has  hitherto  been  carried  on 
horses  only,  or  in  sulkies,  and  on  which  the  annual  trans- 
portation in  stages,  will,  from  the  Ist  of  January  next, 
amotmt  to  278,  656  miles.  The  frequency  of  trips  will 
also  be  increased  on  894  miles  of  existing  stage  routes,  to 
the  annual  increase  of  138,358  miles;  making,  together, 
an  increase  of  stage  tranmortaUon  of  the  mail,  from  the 
Ist  of  January  next,  of  417,014  miles  a  year. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  more  frequent  transpor- 
tation of  fhe  mail  on  different  routes,  as  follows: 
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IrxcTtKse  of  tnpA  on  hone  routes    -   .51,824  miles  s  year 
Increase  of  trips  on  existing^  routes, 

changed    from   horse    to   stage 

routes        ...*..  118,456         do. 
Increase  of  trips  on  stage  routes    -  138,358         do. 

Making,  together,a  total  increase  ot  388,638  miles  of 
transportation  of  mails,  in  a  year,  beyond  the  amount  of 
present  transportation  in  that  division,  besides  the  im- 
provement of  substituting  stages  for  horse  transportation. 

Among  these  improTcmetits  are  included,  a  line  of 
stages  from  Edenton  to  Washington,  N.  C;  from  Ncw- 
beni  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. ;  a  steamboat  line  from  UHl- 
mington  to  SmithviDe;  8ca  line  of  stages  from  Smithville, 
N.,  C.  to  Georgetown,  S.  C?  all  of  whu;h  are  to  run 
twice  a  week  each  way.  These  arrangements  will  com- 
plete the  regular  communication,  by  steamboats  and 
stages,  between  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C, 
along  the  sea-board,  by  way  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  Elizabeth 
City,  Edenton,  Washingfton,  Newbern,  Wilmington,  and 
Smithville,  N.  C,  and  Georgetown,  B.  C— an  accommo- 
dation dwred  alike  by  th«  public  and  the  Department. 

ProTision  is  also  made  for  expediting  the  mail  on  many 
important  routes ;  among  which  is  the  whole  route  be- 
tween this  place  and  Port  Mitchell,  via  Richmond,  Va. 
Balsigh.  N.  C,  Columbia,  9.  C,  and  Milledg^eville^Ga., 
which  line  will  be  traversed  in  two  days  less  time  than  at 
present ;  so  that  the  mail  will  run  from  this  city  to  New- 
Orleans  in  13  days,  after  the  1st  of  January  next. 

Allowing  the  average  expense  of  transportation,  by 
horse  or  sulkey,  to  be  five  cents  per  mile,  and  by  stages 
to  be  thirteei\  cents  per  mile,  which  is  about  the  mean 
rate  paid  in  the  southern  division,  the  value  of  these  im- 
provements, exclusive  of  the  value  of  increased  expedi- 
tion, will  be  as  follows  : 

Annual  amount  of  transportation  changed  from  horses  to 
stages,  278,656  miles,  at  8  cents  per  mile, 
(the  mean  difference. )  {^22,293  48 

To  be  added  for  increased  number  of  trips  on 
the  same,  amounting,  annually,  to  118,456 
miles,  at  5  cents  per  mile,  5,922  80 

Increased  number  of  trips  on  former  stage 
routes,  amounting,  annually,  to  138,338 
miles,  at  13  cents  per  mile  17,986  54 

Increased  number  of  trips  on  horse  and  sul- 
key routes,  amounting,  annually,  to  31,824 
miles,  at  5  cents  per  mile,  1,591  20 

Making  the  total  aimual  value  of  the  imjirovc- 


'  The  rules  that  have  been  adopted  in  relation  to  tW*' 
conduct  of  postmasters,  placing  the  investigatioi)  'if  xtl 
official  delinquencies  under  the  immediate  su^criiitcii4 
ance  of  aQ  Assistant,  and  subjecting  them  to  the  strict 
scrutiny  of  an  able  and  vigilant  officer,  has  been  produc- 

i  tive  of  the  happiest  results.  There  are,  at  the  prestut 
time,   in  the    United  States,  8,401   post    offices  ;    anii 

!  among  that  number,  scattered  over  the  whole  Union,  it 
is  not  possible  to  prevent  disotders,  to  the  great  loss  u£ 
individuals,  and  sometimes  of  the  Department,  withcmt 
the  unremitted  and  undivided  attention  of  a  ccmipeteiit 
officer.  The  duties  of  this  branch  of  the  Department, 
umler  its  present  organization,  have,   however,   been  ^t 

,  discharged  as  to  secure  as  great  a  degree  of  confiitcncc 
in  the  fidelity  of  its  officers,  generally,  as  could  liuve  ex- 
isted in  any  former  period,  when  the  number  was  coniju- 
ratively  f  mall. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  g^eat  respect, 

Vour  very  obedient  ser\*ant, 

W.  T.  BAHRV. 


ments, 


$47,793  02 


The  contracts  have  been  made  for  tlic  ensuing  four 
years,  from  the  1st  of  J.^nuary  next,  including  all  tliese 
improvemrnts,  at  a  sum  less  than  tlic  amount  now  paid 
for  transporting  the  mails  in  that  division,  by  ^25,047  87 
To  this  Slim   add  the  estimated  value  of  the 

inipro\cments,  as  before  staled,  47,793  02 

And  the  actual  saving  to  the  Department,  in 
the  renewing  of  the  contracts,  will  amount 
annually  to  72,810  89 

Besides  the  very  considerable  amount  gained  in  the 
increased  expedition  of  the  mails  on  many  routes  of  great 
interest  to  the  community,  the  value  of  which  cannul  be 
well  estimated. 

In  this  saving  in  the  expense  of  the  contracts,  and  tlic 
additional  revenue  wliich  may  be  anticipated  from  the 
improvements  they  secure,  together  with  tlie  general  in- 
crease of  postages,  which  is  still  progressive,  will  be 
seen  a  foundation  for  the  belief  which  has  been  express- 
ed, that  the  current  revenue  of  the  Department  for  the 
succeeding  year,  will  be  sufficient  for  its  disbursements. 


MAJOR  GENGKAJL  MACOMB'S  REPORT. 

Head  Qdahtkks  op  ths  Amsrr, 

fVashmgtoHf  Nov.  30,  laSO. 

Sib  :  In  conformity  with  the  instructions  of  the  AV«r 
Department,  of  the  7th  of  August  last,  I  submit  the  ful- 
lowing  statements  and  returns : 

1.  A  statement  exhibiting  the  organizatioa  of  the 
Army. 

2.  A  return  of  the  actual  state  of  the  Army. 

3.  A  return  exhibiting  the  strength  of  the  Kastem  de- 
partment, designating  the  posts  and  garrisons. 

4.  A  return  exhibiting  the  strength  of  the  Western  de* 
partment,  designatuig  the  posts  and  garrisons. 

5.  A  genetal  niap  of  reference,  exhibiting  the  relative 
situations  of  the  military  posts  occupied  by  the   troop& 

6.  A  statement  showing  the  number  of  recruits  enltsi 
cd  in  the  Army,  from  the  Ist  of  January  to  the  30tii  t.i 
September,  1830. 

7.  An  estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  recruiting 
service  for  the  year  1S31. 

8.  An  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  head  quarter^  U 
the  Army,  for  the  year  1831. 

The  Army  continues  to  maintain  its  character  fur  d-v 
cipline  and  efficiency,  llie  reports  of  the  Inspected 
General  and  of  the  Colonels  of  Artillery,  represent  liie 
gan*isons  and  arsenals  whicli  they  have  visited,. to  he  it 
good  order. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  following  moveTnctit* 
and  ehanges  in  tlie  positions  of  the  troops  have  been  »)t. 
rccted  : 

Owing  to  the  threatened  hostilities  among  tbe  sevei-al 
tribes  inhabiting  the  country  around  the  Prairie  du  Chiefs 
and  which  miglit  eventually  have  led  to  unpleasant  con- 
sequences, not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  our  citizens  (4» 
the  frontiers,  a  detacimicnt  of  four  companies  of  tlie  :<l! 
regiment  of  Infantr)*,  in  cdnformity  with  your  instnictkm^, 
was  ordered  fi'tim  Jcflcrson  barracks,  to  cbH>perate  wth 
the  troops  already  at  the  Prairie  and  in  its  victiiity,  in 
interposmg  thcautltority  of  the  United  States,  anilo'b{i>;- 
ing  the  parties  to  desist  from  carrying  into  effect  tir.fr 
hostile  intentions.     The  appearance  of  the  troops  amorf 
them  produced  the  desired  effect,  by  enabling  the  com- 
manding officer  at  the  Prairie  du  Chien  to  •xliibit  a  force 
sufficiently  powerful  to  induce  the  Indians  to  listen  to  ihz 
friendly  advice  which   he  was  dii^ccted  to  communicate 
to  them  concerning  their  own  interests,  and  to  reirpcct 
tbe  intimation  made  to  them  that  the  Govcmroeot  wotiU 
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notheUoUl  wit\)  indifference  any  diapositien  on  their 
part  to  enter'  into  a  war  that  would  involve,  not  only 
their  own  immediate  welfare,  but  Mso  the  safety  of  our 
own  citizens  established  near  their  borders.  About  the 
same  time,  advices  were  received  that  a  number  of  un- 
authorized persons  had  entere<l  the  country  about  l)u 
Rijqiie  Mines  in  search  of  lead,  in  violation  of  tiie  laws. 
The  same  detachment  was  employed  in  removing  tliem. 
After  fulfiUing  that  duty,  the  detachment  relieved  the 
garrison  at  Ilock  Island,  and  returned  to  its  qtiarters  at 
Jtrfferson  barracks. 

Misunderstandings  liaving  been  manifested  among  the 
tribes  on  the  frontier  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  the 
commanding  officer  at  cantonment  Gibson  was»  in  confor- 
mity with  your  instruction^  directetl  to  use  his  endeavors 
in  pacifying  the  Indians  in  his  vicinity,  and,  ifneceiaary, 
to  employ  the  forpe  under  his  command  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  Indians  were  informed  by  him  of  those  in- 
structions, and  they  viekled  to  hU  counsel  and  advice. 

I'he  troops  whicn  had  been  previously  assembled  upon 
the  frontiers  of  the  Creeks  and  Cherokeea,  in  Geoigia 
and  Alabama,  in  consequence  of  the  disorderly  conduct 
msinifested  among  those  tribes,  and  to  prevent  collisions 
between  them  aiKt  the  white  people,  were  eventually 
marched  into  the  Cherokee  Naticm,^  ta  conformity  with 
y-our  instructions,  to  guard  against  the  difficulties  which, 
it  was  apprehended,  would  grow  out  of  the  conflicting 
operations  of  the  Cherokees  and  the  lawless  intruders 
upon  *he  mineral  district  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
(i«(>rgia.  Having  fulfilled  the  instructions  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  troops  were  directed  to  retire,  for  the 
winter,  to  their  respective  quarters. 

In  conformity  with  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose 
kt  the  last  session  of  Congress,  preparations  have  been 
fnade  for  the  military  occupancy  of  Key  We8t,and  a  com- 
pany of  the  ifourth  regiment  of  ihfantry  has  been  ordered 
:o  take  post  on  that  i&ncU 

Fort  Jackson,  at  the  Balize,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  having. been  repoKed  to  be  so  far  completed 
\.%  to  be  in  a  condition  to  receive  a  garrison  by  the  be- 
pnning  of  January  next,  a  company  of  tlie  second  regi- 
nent  of  artillery  has  been  ordered  to  occupy  it.  The 
ower  constructed  last  year  for  the  defence  of  the  Bayou 
lu  Pre  having  been  fii&hed,  it  has,  in  like  manner,  been 
ru*ri.soned  by  detachments  of  the  same  regiment  from 
orts  Wood  and  Pike. 

Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  two  companies  of  the 
hiiyl  regiment  of  infantry  from  Jefferson  barracks  have 
>cen  ordered  into  the  Choctaw  nation;  and  fourcompa- 
Mcsof  the  same  regiment,  and  from  the  same  station,have 
»een  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Red  river,  to  strengthen 
ur  positions,  and  to  preserve  quiet  amongst  the  Indians 
n  that  quarter. 

In  consequence  of  the  application  of  the  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  the  troops  stationed  at  Baton  Houge,  artd  at 
lie  posts  within  Louisiana,  had  be<n  directed  to  co-ope- 
ate  with  the  authorities  of  that  State  in  suppressing  any 
isurrectionary  movements  that  might  be  discovered.  A 
attalion  of  tlie  fourth  regiment  of  infantry  assembled  at 
lew  Orleans,  and  made  a  demonstration  along  the  banks 
f  the  Mississfjipi,  which  produced  a  salutary  effect 

Some  of  the  principal  fortifications  on  the  sea-board 
ciug  in  a  condition  to  receive  their  arnuiment,  1  feel  it 
iy  duty  to  bring  the  subject  to  your  consideration*  as 
iiey  are,  at  present,  without  any  means  of  defence,  and 
ut  little  preparation  made  towanls  a  supply  of  ordnance 
nd  ortlnance  stores.  As  the  guns  required  for  these 
irtre^ises  mast  principally  be  of  very  heavy  metal,  and 
;w  or  none  of  which  arc,  as  yet,  cast,  it  must  naturally 
iquirc  not  only  large  appropriations,  but  a  considwi'able 
nir',  to  furiu«li  them.  At  the  rate  at  which  the  Onl- 
aiicc  department  is  now  proceeding,  man;^  years  must 
lapse  before  a  sufficient  supply  can  be  furnisljcd  for 
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tlie  defence  of  the  sea  coast:  in  the  mean  time,  circum- 
stances ma^  arise  which  would  place  us  in  a  very  awk- 
ware  predicament;  for,  if*  our  strong  holds  should  fall 
into  the  Innds  of  an  enterprising  enemy,  bringing  with 
him  the  necessary  means  tor  completing  their  defence, 
the  wf>rks  will  become,  instead  of  our  protection,  the 
means  of  our  annoyance.  It  appears  from  the  report  of 
the  Ordiuince  Department,of  November  30th,  182$,  that 
the  usual  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand 
doHars  would  not  complete  the  annaroent  of  the  new 
fortifications  short  of  twenty  years,  while  most  of  the 
works  will  have  been  completed  iit  1832. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  notieed,  in  thb  report, 
the  eril  consequences  resulting  from  the  allowanee  of  ar- 
dent spirits  to  the  troops,  as  a  part  of  their  daily  ration, 
but  ycmr  late  order,  directiii|^  the  abolishment  of  the  is- 
sue of  that  portion  of  the  ration  has  aBtiei|nled  all  my 
wishes  in  that  regard.  The  most  sanguine  hopes  art  en- 
tertained that,  as  soon  as  the  csccMiTe  use  of  aident 
spirits  can  be  reatrained,  the  most  happy  result  miy  be 
anticipated  in  the  melieration  of  the  phynoal  and  moral 
condition  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army. 
Respectfully  8ubmittecl«  ' 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 
Major  General,  Commanding  the  Army  of  the  U«  S. 
To  the  tion.  Jeaa  H.  EaTOir, 

Secretary  of  War. 


RErORT  OF  THa  CHIEF  BNGIKEER. 

EvBiHxiB  DxpamTitiVTy 

Washington,  November  19, 1830. 

Sia :  In  comp1ianc«  with  the  instructions  from  the 
War  Department  of  the  7th  August,  I  have  the  honor  to 
present  the  following  report  and  statementSi  reli^Te  to 
the  operations  of  this  Department  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  3Gth  September  last. 

1.    FOBTiriCATlOHS. 

'  The  construction  of  the  sereral  fortifications  enuoicrat- 
cd  in  my  last  annual  report  has  been  lictirely  and  success- 
fully continued. 

Fort  Hamilton,  in^  the  harbor  of  New  York»  and  Fort 
Jackson,  at  Plaquemine  Bend,  will,  in  a  few  months,  be 
ready  to  receive  their  garrisons;  and  the  tower  at  Bayou 
Dupre,  near  New  Orleans,  is  completed,  and  was,  on  the 
31st  July  last,  reported  to  receive  a  guard. 

Of  the  appropriation  for  contin^ncies  of  fortifications^ 
the  balance  of  last  year's  appropnation,  and  about  g7000 
of  that  of  the  present  year,  have  been  drawn  firom  the 
Treasury,  to  be  appfied  chiefly  to  repairs  at  Fort  Trum- 
bull, Connecticut  \  Fort  Columbus  and  Bedloe'a  Island, 
New  York)  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  riTer;  Forts 
McHenry  and  Washington,  Maryland  i  Fort  Moultrie, 
South  Carolina ;  and  Fort  Wood,  Louisiana.  A  small 
portion  of  that  sum  has  also  been  appUed  to  delHy  the 
expenses  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  fortifications, 
and  those  incident  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  relative 
to  an  examination  of  ntes  fbr  an  armory'on  the  Western 
waters,  a  report  on  which  was  presented  to  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress. 

2.    ClTIl  COKSTSUCTIOSSt 

1.  Huron  Mivert  Ohio. — ^The  western  pier  at  the  en- 
trance of  tliis  river  having  been  completed,  there  remaimi 
to  construct  only  a  part  of  the  eastern  pier,  about  60 
yards  in  extent,  acrosa  the  outer  bar.  The  depth  of  wa« 
ter  in  the  channel  of  entrance  has  increased  to  nine  feet  at 
the  shallovvest  par*. 

2.  Black  Biver,  Ohio.-^At  the  mouth  of  thtt  river, 
about  300  yards  of  pier  work  hava  been  eonitfootcd  dur* 
ing  tlic  past  year,  the  effect  of  which  hci  been  tuch  ta 
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to  warrant  the  most  fiivorable  anticipationa  from  the  com- 
pletion of  the  proposed  plant 

3.  Ckavcland  Harbor^  Ohio, — This  harbor,  at  the  mouth 
of  Cuyaho]^  river,  which  is  of  g^reat  importance  to  the 
navigation  of  lake  Erie,  as  being  the  outlet  of  the  Ohio 
canal,  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  works  erected 
for  removing  the  obstructions  at  its  entrance,  and  it  will 
now  admit  the  largest  class  of  vessels  which  navigate  the 
lake.  To  secure  this  advantage,  a  further  extension  of 
the  western  pier  into  deep  water  is  required. 

4.  Grand  River,  Ohio, — The  piers  at  the  moutli  of  tliis 
river  sustained  some  damages  from  having  been  lefl  in  an 
unfinished  state,  as  mentioned  in  nny  last  annual  report, 
for  want  of  funds  to  complete  them  during  tlieyear  1829, 
in  consequence  of  whicn,  the  appropriation  made  this 
year  for  their  completion  has  not  been  sufficient  to  ef- 
fect th:it  object.  These  works,  Uke  the  others  of  a  simi- 
lar character  on  the  lake  shore,  have  been  productive  of 
great  improvement  in  the  navigation  which  was  to  be  be- 
nefitted by  them. 

5.  Ashtabula  Creeks  OhiO" — The  operation  of  dred- 
ging a  channel  tliroug^i  the  bar  at  the  oiouth  of  this  creek 
has  been  continued  with  success  during  the  past  year.  In 
order  to  render  the  entrance  more  accessible,  it  is  propo- 
sed furtlier  to  extend  the  piers  which  form  the  channel, 
and  an  estimate  for  that  purpose  has  been  submitted  to  you. 

6-  Conneaut  Creek,  Ohio. — To  the  piers  at  the  mouth 
of  this  creek,  which  were  commenced  last  year,  there  has 
been  added  a  length  of  358  yards  of  pier  work,  the  ef- 
fect of  which,  and  of  the  dam  across  the  former  out-let, 
is  already  manifested  by  an  Increased  depth  of  the  chan- 
nel, which  has  now  six  feet  water. 

7.  Presqu*l3ie  Saif,  Pennsylvania, — The  Improve- 
ment of  the  channel  of  entrance  into  this  harbor  still  con- 
tinues, and  there  is  now  not  less  than  nine  feet  water  on 
the  bar.  The  object  of  the  estimate  presented  this  year 
is  to  obtain  the  means  of  repairing  damages  sustained,  du- 
ring a  gale  last  winter,  by  a  dike  constructed  by  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

8.  Dunkirk  Harbor,  New  York,^in  completing  the 
pier  constructed  as  a  breakwater  to  protect  this  Harbor, 
ami  securing  it  against  the  injury  to  be  apprehended 
from  leaving  it,  during  the  winter,  in  an  unfinished  state, 
the  cost  has  exceeded,  by  about  $  700,  the  appropriation 
for  this  year ;  and  that  sum  is»  therefore,  required  to  pay 
the  arrearages  due  on  account  of  the  work. 

9.  Buffalo  Harbor,  New  York. — During  the  past  year 
the  south  pier  and  mole,  forming  the  entrance  to  this  har- 
bor, have  been  completed  to  within  100  feet  of  their  in- 
tended termination  on  the  pier  head  proposed  to  be  con- 
structed as  a  foimdation  for  a  beacon. 

10.  Black  Bock  Harbor^  New  3VA.— The  pier  and  mole 
enclosing  the  western  side  of  this  harbor  have  been  com- 
pleted ;  but  the  cost  of  the  work  done  during  the  last 
year,  has  exceeded,  by  about  $1,800,  the  amount  .of  the 
appropriation.  This  expenditure  was  considered  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  order  to  avoid  jeopardizing  the  safety 
of  the  whole  work,  by  leaving  an  important  part  of  it  in 
an  unfinished  state. 

With  regard  to  tlie  three  harbors  last  named,  viz  :  those 
of  Dunkirk,  Buffalo,  and  Black  Rock,  it  is  proper  to  re- 
mark that  their  protection  is  not  completed  by  the  con- 
struction  of  the  works  already  commenced ;  but,  as  ap- 
propriations for  the  remaining  works  at  these  and  other 
points  wero  contained  in  a  bill  which  was  passed  at  the 
last  seision  of  Congreaa,  but  did  not  become  a  law,  no  no« 
tiee  Is  taken  of  tliero  in  the  estimate  for  next  year. 

n.  OeneueBiver,  New  Tork.'^Toxhe  piers  designed 
to  facilitate  the  entrance  into  this  river,there  has  been  ad- 
iied,  dctring  the  last  year,a  length  of  about  270  yards;  and 
they  will  have  been  extended,  by  the  close  of  this  quar- 
irr,  at  far  as  the  means  afforded  will  allow.  The  benefit 
of  the  works,  though  incomplete,  is  ob-eady  felt  by  tboie 
engaged  m  navigating  Lake  Ontario. 


12.  Big  Sodus  Bay,  New  Kw/f.— The  firsl  apprujr 
ation  for  improving  the  entrance  into  this  Bay  luun^ 
been  applied  to  constructing  a  portion  of  the  pier  on  (hf 
western  side  of  the  Day,  a  corresponding  pier  od  tb^ 
eastern  side  has  been  commenced,  aikl  extended  tot  Jiv 
tance  of  423  yards  frimi  the  shore  ;  and  it  iscxpectalibt 
an  equal  quantity  of  work  will  be  done  next  yesir,  the  i> 
timate  being  based  on  that  supposition. 

13.  Oswceo  Harbor,  New  York  — The  balance  «hidi 
remained  ofthe  appropriation  made  in  1829  fur  itiipnn- 
ing  this  Harbor,  has  been  applied  to  the  coiibtniction  d 
164  yards  of  the  eastern  pier, to  complete  which,  accori 
ing  to  the  original  plan,  an  additional  length  of  60)Vl 
is  required.  To  finish  this  pier,  and  pay  a  balance  due  thr 
contractors,  according  to  agreement,  an  estimite  «hidi 
was  submitted  last  year,  but  on  \»  hich  no  funds  were  i[- 
propriated,  is  again  included  in  the  general  estimate. 

14.  Lovejoy*s  Narrows,  Kennebeck  River,  Maint-S. 
contract  has  been  made  for  completing  the  rcmoralcfife 
obstnictions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Kennebeck  rircr  n 
this  poiut,and  the  operations  have  been  attended  withsiiG 
success  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  the  fumls  available  «<> 
be  sufficient  to  effect  the  object  by  tlie  close  of  next  t«- 

15.  Kennebunk  River,  Maine,^T\\c  new  pier  »t  ih 
entrance  of  this  River  has  been  completctl,  as  was  antic. 
pated  in  my  last  annual  reptirt. 

16.  Berwick  Branch  ofPisealaqua  Biver,  A&m«— Tk 
operations  for  deepening  the  channel  of- this  river  Imt 
been  successfully  earned  on  during  the  last  year.  T^ 
shortness  of  the  season  for  \v<>rking  in  the  water,  ami  ti ' 
occurrence  of  frequent  rains  during  the  summer,  h* 
pre  ventedt  heir  completion,  which  may,  however  bcespt:* 
ed  during  the  next  year,  the  balance  of  fands  availi'' 
being  thouglit  sufficient  for  the  fpurpose. 

17.  Merri/naek  River,  Massaenusetts. — The  small  ap 
propriation  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  lurtj; 
works  at  the  month  of  the  Merrimack,  was  sufficient  on- 
ly to  enable  the  agents  to  give  a  greater  degree  of  stik- 
ity  to  tile  work  previously  constructed,  which  stands  «e:l 
An  appropriation  for  completing  their  construction  vi> 
embraced  in  tlie  bill  of  the  last  session,  "  for  en:cu« 
light-houses,  &c."  which  did  not  become  a  law ,  tlics-ia 
amount  will,  therefore,  be  required  for  the  ensuing  year 

18.  Deer  Islamf,  Boston  Harbo/r,  MassaehuMUs.—ti^' 
sea  wall  for  the  preservation  of  Dcerlskiiid  is  neariyoun- 
pleted,  and  is  represented  by  the  inspecting  officer  i^ » 
fine  piece  of  masonry,  with  regard  both  to  materials  ar ' 
workmanship. 

19.  Plymouth  Beaelt,  Massachusetts, — ^Thc  sec«nty«nJ 
growth  of  this  beach,  though  aided  by  artificial  means 
are  chiefly  the  result  of  natural  causes,  the  beneficial  & 
fects  of  which  continue  to  be  perceiveil. 

20.  Provineelown  Harbor,  Massaehuseiis.^Xn  af^n^ 
has  been  employed  to  apply  tlie  funds  appropriatctl  ior 
the  preservation  of  this  harbor  to  the  planting  of  bete^ 
grass,  and  such  other  measures  as  tlie  available  loevB 
may  enable  him  to  Uke,  for  effecting  the  ol)ject  in  riev 
Additional  funds  are  requisite  for  this  purpose,  but  noes 
timate  is  prcsentecl,  as  an'appropriation  was  included  i" 
the  bill  which  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congm^ 
••for  erecting  light  houses,  fee." 

21.  Hjyannis  Harbor,  Massachuseifs,^^On  tlie  break 
water  intended  ,to  protect  this  harbor,  there  have  b«*« 
deposited  since  the  30th  September,  18J9,  betwee- 
5,000  ami  6,000  tons  of  stone,by  which  the  work  has  beei 
extended  about  250  feet,  in  a  substantial  manner. 

22.  Nantucket  Harbor,  Massaekusetts.'^Tht  <Mf^ 
machine  used  in  cutting  a  channel  through  the  bsrattb<r 
entrance  of  this  harbor  has  been  kept  in  constant  op^r^' 
tion,  whenever  the  state  of  the  weather  would  admit  '^ 
it;  aitd  it  is  expected  that  the  channel  will  be  carm  ' 
quite  throngli  by  the  clo«e  of  the  working  oeoton.  1  iu' 
part  of  it  already  excavated  preserves  iu  depth,  i»' 
seems  to  increase  in  width,  from  which  circttmsuncc »' 
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isihou|i^it,  that,  on  completing  the  cut,  the  action  of  the 
current  will  be  sufAcient  to  keep  it  open. 

23.  Slomr^ton  llarhw^  ConneeliaU, — The  materials 
for  conslnipting  a  breakvrater  to  protect  this  harbor  hav- 
ing been  procured  on  very  favorable  terms,  considerable 
progress  had  been  made  tow^ards  its  completion,  which  will 
be  cfTected  next  year,  by  means  of  the  funds  now  available. 

24.  AfiU  River,  Conneetieui- — The  breakwater  and  dike 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  this  river  are  co?nplet«d. 
The  excavation  of  the  channel,  commenced  this  year, 
but  interrupted  by  the  approacii  ol  cold  weather,  will 
be  contintied  next  summer. 

"25.  Harbors  of  New  Castle^  Marcus  Hook,  Chester,  and 
Pari  Perm,  Delaware  Biter, — Under  an  appropriation 
made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  dredging  machine 
has  been  contracted  for,  and  will  be  applied  to  deepen- 
inj^  these  harbors  ;  but,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  pe- 
tiod  at  which  the  law  was  passed,  the  machinery  was 
not  iini*  hed  before  the  30th  of  Sept.  last ;  a  hired  machine 
ius,  however,  been  in  opci-atioii  during  the  summer. 

26.  Ocraeock  Inlet,  North  CaroRna.— The  dre«lging 
machine  to  be  used  For  ilecpening  this  inlet  was  com* 
picted  and  put  into  successful  operation  on  the  ?th  Au- 
gust, proving  capable  of  excavating  24  cubic  yanls  per 
ho'ir.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the  tempestuous 
weather  between  that  date  and  the  end  of  September, 
but  little  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  opening  the 
channel.  Sufficient  funds  remain  to  carry  on  the  ope- 
rations next  year. 

27.  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina. — Considerable 
progress  had  been  made  in  the  construction  of  jeltees 
designed  to  improve  tlie  navigation  of  this  river  below 
the  town  of  Wilmington,  when  the  occurrence  of  a  gale 
of  unusual  violence  in  August,  caused  the  destruction 
of  a  greater  part  of  the  works.  The  materials  ha\'e, 
however,  again  been  collected,  without  much  loss,  and 
the  injury  will  be  repaired  as  soon  as  practicable. 

28.  7%e  Inland  Paasage,beiween  St.Mary^a  arui  Georgia, 
ojhI  ^'t  John's,  Florida,  has  been  opened  so  as  to  admit,  at 
higli  water,  vessels  drawing  not  more  than  5^  or  6  feet. 

29.  St.  Mark's  River,  Forida, — The  operations  for  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  this  river  have  been  confined 
li>  the  removal  of  trees  overlianging  the  channel,  and  of 
the  logs  in  the  bed  of  the  river — work  which  has  bec» 
perfoiined  by  commcm  labourers.  The  chief  obstruc- 
tions ,  being  oyster  reefe  near  its  mouth,  can  be  remov- 
ed only  by  the  aid  of  machinery,  which  will  be  procured 
during  the  ensuing  winter. 

30.  Appalachieola  River,  jP&rida.— 1  he  sum  of  $2,000 
apprf»priated  lor  improving  this  navigation,  has  been 
found  insufficient  to  procure  such  machinery  as  would 
produce  any  considerable  benefit.  A  part  of  it  has,  how- 
ever, been  applied  to  the  removal  of  snags  from  some  of 
the  most  diflicuk  passes  of  the  river;  and  an  estimate  of 
funds  rcqtjired  for  further  operations  has  been  presented 
to  von. 

31.  Harbor  of  Mobile,  Alabama. — A  dredging  machine 
for  deepening  the  channel  through  Choctaw  Pass,  m  this 
harbor,  was  in  operation  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  10th 
of  September,  wlien  it  was  withdrawn  for  repair;  but 
the  excavations  not  having  the  depth  required  by  con- 
tract, no  payments  were  made  to  the  contractor  prior 
to  the  30th  September. 

32.  Pass  au  Heron,  Alabama. —The  machinery  em- 
ployed in  the  operations  at  this  pass  having  been  much 
injured  in  a  gale  last  autumn,  it  was  not  until  late  in  the 
summer  tliat  the  work  could  be  resumed.  The  engineer 
anticipates  the  opening  of  the  pass  by  the  Isi  December. 

33.  Paseagoula  lUier,  Mississippi.—Ahoui  5,000  cu- 
bic yards  of  eaith  have  been  removedfrom  the  baratthe 
mouth  of  this  river.  The  .operations  were  »u.spcnded  on 
llie  15th  of  August,  the  prevalence  of  easterly  winds 
remlered  it  impracticable  to  continue  them  in  sirch  an  ex^ 


posed  situation,  and  the  dredging  machine  was  transfer- 
red for  a  time  to  Pass  au  Heron. 

34.  Red  River,  ZotMnana.— l*he  operation  of  opening 
a  channel  round  the  Great  Haft  of  lied  river  has  been 
commenced,  since  my  last  annual  report,  on  the  section 
of  the  river  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Raft,  between  the 
outlet  of  lied  Biiyou  and  Clear  lake,  a  distance  of  about 
nineteen  miles,  twelve  of  which  have  been  cleared  out 
and  rendered  navigable  for  boats. 

35.  Mississippi  Jliver. — The  steamboat  and  other  ma- 
chine boats  employed  on  this  river  have  operated,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  between  the  mouth  of  theJMissouri  and 
Bsyou  Sarah,  a  distance  of  more  than  1,000  miles,  in  re- 
moving snag^  and  Billen  timber;  and  a  large  force  has 
been,  at  favorable  times,  engaged  in  cutting  snags  from 
the  sand  bars  that  are  'dry  at  low  water,  and,  at  some 
points,  in  cutting  the  timber  from  the  shores  of  the  river, 
to  prevent  the  formation  of  new  snags.  By  means  of  the 
steamboat  alone,  more  than  2,000  snags  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  channel  between  the  points  above  de- 
signated. 

36.  Ohio  /l*©cr.— The  work  at  the  Grand  Chain  has 
been  actively  carried  on  during  the  low  stage  of  the  wa- 
ter; and  the  Superintendent  reports  that  all  the  danger- 
ous rocks  in  the  Ctiain  have  been  removed  by  blajiting, 
and  buoys  prepared  to  designate  the  channel  thus  formed. 

The  operations  on  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers 
were  carefully  inspected,  Jast  summer,  by  an  officer  of 
the  Corps  of  Engineers,  whose  report  is  highly  favorable 
as  to  the  nkill  and  industry  of  the  Superintendent. 

37.  Cumberland  Road  in  Ohio,  West  of  Zanesville, — 
For  this  branch  of  the  national  road,  the  annual  report 
of  its  condition  on  the  30th  of  September  last  is  not  yet 
received,  which  precludes  the  possibility  of  stating  what 
its  conditio  was  at  that  time;  but,  from  an  inspection 
re])ort  made  in  August  last,  it  is  stated  that  the  arrange- 
ments adopted  by  the  Superintendent  for  its  progress 
were  judicious,  and  conducted  with  zeal,  and  that  the  in- 
structions of  the  Department  in  relation  to  if  were  strictly 
observed. 

38.  Cumberland  Road  in  i^iditana.— Under  the  con- 
tracts of  last  year,  this  road  has  been  opened  and  grub- 
bed the  whole  distance  through  the  State,  and  the  ope- 
ration of  grading  it  is  now  in  progress.  Stone  being 
scarce,  bricks  and  wood  will  be  chiefly  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridges  and  culverts,  whidi  will  not  be 
commenced  until  next  year. 

39.  Cumberland  Road  in  Jllinoisy  Contracts  have  been 
made  for  opening  and  grubbing  this  raad  between  the 
eastern  botmdary  of  the  State  and  Vandalia,  a  distance  of 
66  miles,  of  which  the  59  mi^aeast  of  Vandalia  ar«  to  be 
finished  by  the  close  of  this  year;  the  remainder  by  the 
1st  of  April,  18J1.  The  contracts  are  made  on  very  low- 
terms,  involving  an  expenditure  of  about  f  11,000. 

40.  Road  from  Jhtroit  to  Chicago,  Michigan, — The 
contracts  which  were  made  last  year  for  constructing  the 
unfinished  parts  of  this  road,  between  Detroit  aiid  the 
64th  mile,  have  been  in  most  cases  complied  with,  as 
anticipated  in  my  last  report,  a  few  quarter-mile  sections 
oidy  remaining  to  be  completed  Under  the  appropria- 
tion for  1830,  contracts  have  been  made  for  continuing 
the  road  to  the  86th  mile,  before  the  15th  July,  1831. 

41.  Road  from  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  Michigan,^- 
The  construction  of  I7i  miles  of  this  road,  as  reported 
last  year, was  contracted  for  in  1829,  has  been  completed, 
with  the  exception  of  some  repairs,  which  the  contractom 
are  bound  to  make ;  and  to  oover  the  expense  of  which, 
10  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  work  done  is  rescn'cd.  Far^ 
ther  contmcts  have  been  also  made  for  continuing  tbo 
road  to  the  end  of  the  32d  mile  from  Detroit,  bcwsg  aa 
great  an  extension  as  the  funds  will  authori^, 

42.  Road  from  DeirvU  to  Saganaw,  MichiMm.^Th^ 
|lrogress  mad^  in  the  construction  of  \^^.  road  is  neto-l^ 


XXVlll 


APPENDIX— To  Galea  t$  Seaton's  Register. 


21st  Co xe.  2dSEM.] 


Doeumeni9  accompanying  ike  PrcMidentU  MesBO^e, 


the  same  as  that  on  the  fort  Gratiot  road;  17 ^  miles  havin|^   you  to  the  very  fuU  report  made  by  the  Board  of  Visiters, 
been  completed,  and  contracts  made  fur  continuing  the   at  the  hist  g^eneral  esaminatiou. 
work  to  the  end  of  the  1st  quarter  of  the  33d  mile. 

43.  Boadfirom  Detroit  to  Mtmmee,  AUchigan—lB  com< 
pleted.  A  balance  of  gl4  75  remains  due  to  the  Super 
intendentf  as  stated  in  the  general  estimate  for  1831. 


3.  SurtfcyB  ordered  by  Special  Jets  or  ReaekUions  of 

Congrese, 

The  sunreys  for  which  appropriations  were  made  at 
the  2d  session  of  the  20th  Congress,  and  which  are  enu- 
merated in  my  last  annual  report,  ware  completed  and 
reported  to  Congpress  during  the  last  winter. 

A  survey  of  the  Wabash  river,  with  a  view  to  improv- 
ing its  navigation,  and  an  examination  of  certain  propos- 
edmtes  for  oridges  over  the  Ohio  river,  have  been  made; 
but  the  oflioer  charged  with  these  surveys  having  been 
necessarily  assigned  to  other  duty,  his  reports  on  these 
subjects  are  not  yet  completed. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of 
lUpresentativcs  on  th«  6th  April  last,  a  survey  of  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  and  Ilari- 
tan  livens  about  the  proposed  points  of  junction  with  a 
canal  acroM  New  Jersey,  has  been  made,  and  the  maps 
and  report  are  in  preparation. 

The  aet  appropnatinjg  funds  for  the  location  of  a  canal 
across  the  peninsula  oTFlorida  was  passed  too  late  in  the 
seaaon  to  permit  of  any  thing  being  done  towards  effect- 
ing the  object  before  tliis  autumn,  when  arrangements 
were  made  for  commencing  the  survey. 

4.  Sufveye  under  the  act  of^Oth  April,  1824. 

Under  this  h(«d  the  following  surveys  have  been  in  pro- 
gress during  the  summer  of  this  year: 

1.  Surveys,  with  a  view  to  connect  the  waters  of  lake 
Champlain  with  those  of  the  Connecticut  river,  by  the 
▼alleys  of  Onion  and  Wills  river%  Vermont. 

2.  Survey,  with  a  view  to  unite  the  Connecticut  and 
Pemigewassett,  by  the  valley  of  the  Oliverian,  New 
Hampsliire. 

3.  Survey  of  a  canal  route  {h)m  Taunton  to  Weymouth, 
Hanachusetts. 

4b  Survey  of  the  Connectieut  river,  with  a  view  to  the 
improrement  of  its  navigation  by  canaU  or  otherwise. 

5.  Surrey  of  a  route  tor  a  rail  road  from  Catskill  to  Ca- 
najohare.  New  York. 

6.  Survejrii  with  a  view  to  connect  the  watert  of  lakes 
Erie  and  Michigan  with  those  of  the  Ohio,  Indiana. 

7.  Surrey  ofa  route  fbr  a  canal  from  lake  Michigan  to 
the  IlKiioii  itver,  Illinois. 

8.  Survey  of  die  fklls  of  the  Ohio  at  Louisville. 

The  field  work  of  all  these  surveys  b  completedt  ex- 
cept tiiose  of  the  Tkunton  and  Weymouth  canal,  and  of 
the  liJLe  Michigan  and  llfinois  canal:  the  completion  of; 
^clatter  was  prevented  by  the  illness  of  the  engineen 
employed  on  it. 

At  the  request  of  the  Penniylvania  Canal  Comimaiionr 
ers,  a  topographical  ongineer  has  been  associate^  with 
engineers  appointed  by  them  to  make  certain  examina- 
tions concerning  the  best  mode  of  crossing  the  AHeghany 
nimmit  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal.  The  Baltimore  and 
Sttsquehannah  Bail  Road  Company  have  been  likewise 
aided  in  their  surveys  by  some  of  the  officers  of  thb  De- 
parttnent. 

5.   The  Board  o/Mtemal  Improvemeni- 

After  completing  the  duties  on  whicli  it  was  engaged 
at  the  date  oft  .my  laat  report,  has  been  occupied  chiefly 
in  preparing  a  plan  and  estimate  for  iioprovlng  the  navi- 
gation  of  the  Tennesaee  river,  ot  the  Musele  and  Colbert 
ahoals. 

6.  AfilitaryAeademy. 

For  the  condition  nf  tliis  institution,  and  the  measvrse 
required  for  Its  further  improvement,  i  beg  leave  to  refer 


7.  Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer. 

On  the  several  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  other  sub- 
jects, from  time  to  time  referred  to  this  office,  I  hATciiaJ 
the  honor  to  make  spectal  reports.  The  map  d  tbe 
United  States^  required  by  the  House  of  BepresentaiWes, 
for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  is  in  pro- 
gress, and  nearly  completed. 

The  resolution  of  the  Mouse  of  BepresentatiTcs,  re- 
quiring a  survey  at  or  near  the  outlet  of  lake  Cbsmpiain, 
with  'a  view  to  preparing  a  project  of  defence  for  thit 
part  of  the  frontier,  has  not  been  complied  with,  in  cm 
sequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  question  of  boun- 
daiy  between  the  C  States  and  Canada,  at  that  point 

A  lithographic  press  lor  the  War  Department,  for  the 

Imrchase  of  which  an  appropriation  was  made  at  the 
ast  session  of  Congress,  having  been  attached  to  tlii&  of 
fice,  has  been  used  in  printing  maps,  circulars,  &c. 

The  completion  of  scverad  of  the  fortifications  ihiv 
under  construction  being  near  at  hand,  it  is  respectfully 
recommended  that  arrangements  be  made  for  continuing 
the  system  of  defence  by  ocHnmenting  others.  An  ctii- 
mate  .of  the  funds  that  will  be  required  for  these  aaO 
other  new  ol^ecls  will  be  submitted  to  you. 

The  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Engineer  Department  ut 
fully  exhibited  in  the  annexed  statements,  A  and  B. 

Statement  C  shows  the  fortifications  renudningtobe 
constructedpin  order  t|*  complete  tlie  projected  sysiesi&t 
defence  of  the  sea-board. 

Respectfully  submitted,  C.  GttATlOT, 

Brig.  Gen.  &  Chief  £uginetr. 
To  the  Hon.  Jons  iL  Eaton,  Sec'ry  of  War. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Table  exhibiting  the  works  projected  by  the  Board  i4 
En^neers,  which  have  not  been  commenced,  and  the 
estimate  of  their  cost. 

First  Clan^-to  be  commenced jcu  toon  iupossihk. 

DMignadon  q€  the  work*.  ]£»luiiate*r  llwir  c»t. 


Fort  St.  Philip,  Louisiana  -  $    77.810  79 

Fort  at  Seller's  Point  Flats,  Patapsco  river  673,205  44 

Fort  Tompkins,  New  York            •  420,826  U 

Redoubt  in  advance  of  ditto           -            .  65,l6i  44 

Fort  at  Wilkin's  point.  New  York               .  456,Mi  51 

Fort  at  Throg's  point.  New  York               -  471.181  ^ 

Fort  at  Dumpling's  point,  Rhode  Uknd  759.946  57 

Fort  at  Rose  Island,  Rhode  laUnd              .  82,411 74 
X>ykeB  across  west  passage,  Narragansetl 

roads      -            .            .            .            .  205,000  00 

For  the  defence  of  Boston  harbor  : 

Fort  on  George's  Ishuid         -            -  458,000  oa 

Fort  on  Nantasket  head         -            .  539,000  (K> 

Uinette  in  advance  of  ditto               -  79,000  if* 

Redoubt  No.  2  in  advance  of  ditto  33,000  00 
Redoubt  No.  1  (on  Hog  island)  in  advance 

of  ditto       "            .            .            .  39,000  00 

Dyke  across  Broad  Sound  passa^  140,000  0(' 

Cutting  off  the  summit  of  Gallop  island  2,429  i» 

Works  fbr  the  defence  of  Conaoicut  island, 

Narragansett  bay,  Rhode  Island         -  220,053  4^ 


$4,531,87:^ 


Iti 


Second  Claae'-^to  be  commenced  ai  a  later  period. 
Fort  at  Grand  Terre,  in  Louisiana     •  $  264.517  5? 

Tower  at  Pass  au  Heron,  Bay  of  Mobile  16,577  4) 

Fort  at  Hawkitis'  l»oint,  Pai^>8Co  river  244^337  14 

Fort  at  ST.  Mary's,  Potomac  river        -  205,6<rJ  r» 

Fort  opposite  the  Pea  Patch,  DeUwarc  river  347,257  71 
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put  Coire.  2dSKss. 


1,681,411  66 

1,681,411  66 

31,815  83 

27,793  34 

77,445  21 

132  230  41 


Fort  lit  the  Middle  Ground,  outer  harbor 
of  New  York      -  -  -  - 

Fort  at  East  Bank,  do  do    . 

Fort  Hale,  Connecticut      ... 

Fort  Wooster,  do  ... 

Port  Trtimbull,  do  -  -  . 

Fort  Griswold,  do  ... 

Fort  on  Fort  Preble  Point,  Portland  Harbor, 
Maine  •  •  .  . 

Fort  on  Houite  lalaml  da    - 

Fort  Pickering,  Salem 

Port  for  Naugus  Head,  do 

FortSeawell,  Marblehead 

Fort  for  Jack'ji  Poinl,  do 

Kort  on  Raid  Head,  North  Carolina 

Korl  on  Federal  Point,  do 


103,000  00 

32,000  00 
116,000  00 

35,00Q  00 
116,000  00 

96,000  00 
120,000  00 

12,000  00 

^,340,500  22 


7%ird  CUt38 — (o  be  commenced  at  a  remote  period, 
Phe  rafts  to  obstruct  t!ie  channel  between 


Fortress  Monroe  and  Fort  Calhoun 
^•on,  Craney  Island  Flats 
•'ort  at  NcwpoK  News 
''ort  OH  Naseway  ^UaA 
•'or  the  defence  of  Patuxent  river, 
^ort  on  Thomas'  Point    - 
'art  on  Point  Patience 


1240,568  00 
258,465  14 
244,337  44 
673,205  00 

173,000  00 
164,000  00 


^ort  on  the  narrows  of  Penobscot  river,  Me.  101,000  00 

»1,854,575  58 

RECAPITULATION. 

First  class,  17  works  ^,531,873  10 

Second  class,  19  works  5,340,500  22 

'I'hird  class,  7  works  1,854,575  58 

$11,126,948  90 

AKMABKS* 

The  classification  in  this  table,  distinguisliing  tliree 
eriods,  exhibits  the  works  enumerated  in  the  order  of 
leir  clUciency  to  meet  tlie  earliest  possible  emergency. 


EPORT  OF  THE  QUARTERMASTEIl  GENERAL* 

QVAnTSRMASTSR   GZNXaAL's  OffFICX,  \ 

V/dahingtcn  City,  Nw,  23,  1830.5 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  have  the  honor 
*  report  the  operations  of  this  Department  during  the 
it,  2(1,  and  3d  quarters  of  the  present  year,  to  winch  I 
fcve  added  the  4th  quarter  of  1829-^thus  presenting  the 
suits  of  an  entire  year. 

Tlie  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  several  ofiicers.on  the 
nh  of  September,  1829,  amounted  to  $46,367  68 

Tu  which  is  to  be  added  the  amount  remitted  in  tlie 
4Ut  quarter  of  1829        $113,688  84 


1st  quarter  of  1830 
2d  quarter  of  1830 
3d   quarter  of  1830 


133,791  22 
184,024  00 
282,078  41 


1713,582  47 


Proceeds  of  sales  of  damaged  public  pro 
^rty,  and  of  the  rents  of  lands  and  public 
iU<lings  not  required  for  militaiy  purposes, 
irirtg*  Uie  above  })eriod  7,742  71 


MJiking  a  total  to  be  accounted  for  of 
*Yirliich  there  was  accounted 
for    by  accounts  of  the  3<1 
qusurtrr  of  1829,  rendered 


$767,692  86 


after  the  date  of  the  last  an- 
nual report,  7,033  10 
In  the  4th  quarter 

of  1829  139,050  72 

1st  quarter  of  1830  102,972  11 
2d  quarter  of  1830  178,381  96 
3d  quarter  of  1830  275,711  30 

Deposited  during  the  }  ear  to 
tlie  credit  of  the  lYtasurer 


1703,149  19 
1,864  32 


Leaving  to  be  accounted  for 


$705,013  51 
$62,679  35 


The  accounts  of  five  officers  for  the  3d  quarter  are  yet 
to  be  received,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  reduce  the  bal- 
ance about  $7,000  ;  and  it  lias  been  ascertained  from  the 
statements  already  received  for  tlie  nHMith  of  October, 
that  more  Uian  $48,000  of  tlie  balance  was  applied  during 
that  month  to  the  public  service.  I  entertain  not  a  doubt 
that  the  whole  amount  will  be  accounted  for  at  the  close 
of  the  present  quarter.  The  large  amount  of  public  pro- 
perty under  the  administration  of  the  Department,  wheth- 
er in  the  hands  of  its  oiBcers  or  those  of  companies,  is  re- 
gularly and  promptly  accounted  for. 

I  have  been  able  to  make  a  reduction  in  the  estimates 
for  the  Department  proper  of  about  14,000  dollars:  witli 
judicious  administration,  the  sum  asked  for  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  service  of  the  year. 

Of  the  works  under  the  direction  of  the  Department, 
the  barracks  at  fort  Crawford,  autliorized  by  appropria- 
tions made  at  the  two  last  sessions  of  Congress,  are  in 
sucli  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  com- 
fortable accommodations  being  prepared  for  four  com- 
panies during  the  present  year  \  and  it  is  believed  the  ap- 
propriation will  be  sufficient,  or  nearly  so,  to  com|>lete 
the  works  contemplated. 

The  officer  charged  with  the  improvements  at  Jeffer« 
son  barracks^  autliorized  at  the  last  session  of  Congi-ess, 
reported  On  the  1st  instant  tliat  tliey  would  be  entirely 
finished  by  the  15th  instant.  The  appropriation  will,  be 
sufficient. 

The  barracks  and  quaKers  authorized  at  New  London, 
Connecticut,  by  appropriations  made  at  the  two  last  ses- 
«ons  of  Cong^sf),  liave  been  completed.  A  small  tract 
of  land  adjoining  the  post  is  necessary  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  garrison,  fur  the  purchase  of  which  I  have 
submitted  an  estimate. 

The  barracks  authorized  at  fort  Severn  have  been 
completed  as  far  as  the  appropriation  would  admit :  about 
three  hundred  dollars  are  required  to  finisli  them,  and  an 
appropriation  is  necessary  for  officers'  quarters,  for  which 
anestiinate  has  been  submitted. 

Under  an  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  for  barracks  and  quarters  at  fort  Gratiot,  opir- 
ations  were  commenced  early  in  the  season,  and,  at  the 
date  of  tlie  last  report,  the  work  liad  so  far  advanced  as 
to  leave  but  little  doubt  of  its  completion  during  tlic  en- 
suing winter. 

The  title  to  the  lan<l  occupied  by  the  military  at  furt 
Howard,  Green  bay,  behig  ui'isettled,  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  defer,  for  the  present,  the  erecting  of  the 
barracks  and  quarters  authorized  at  that  place  by  an  ap- 
propriation made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  about  one-thinl 
of  the  military  roatl  in  the  State  of  Maine  had  been  put 
under  contract.  Owing  to  the  difficulties  encountered 
by  the  contractors,  only  a  small  portion  of  the  work  was 
executed  in  the  last  year,  it  has,  however,  been  com- 
pleted in  the  present  season  ;  and  tlie  remainder  of  the 
road  through  to  Houlton  has  been  put  under  contract, 
and  is  in  progress  of  ezcQution.  Operations  were  delay- 
ed m  the  early  part  of  the  year  by  the  extravagant  nature 
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of  the  proposals  which  were  received  in  the  first  instance. 
The  prices  offered  were  so  unreasonable  as  to  induce  the 
determination  to  reject  the  bids,  and  extend  the  time  for 
completing  the  road  to  another  season  ;  by  wltich  course, 
contracts  have  been  formed  on  more  favorable  terms. — 
The  road  is  now  in  such  a  state  of  forwanlness  as  to  be 
passable  for  carriages  a  greater  part  of  its  course,  and  will 
form  an  excellent  winter  communication  between  Ban- 
gor and  Houlton.  Tlie  great  number  of  streams  which 
require  bridges  will  inerease  the  expense  somewhat  be- 
yond the  estimate  of  last  year,  and  will  reiKlcr  a  small  ad- 
ditional appropriation  necessary. 

Operations  «'ere  commenced  early  in  the  year  on  I  he 
road  lea<ling  from  SM.  Augustine  to  New  Smyrna,  in  Flo- 
rida, and  were  continued  until  the  sickly  season  set  in, 
when  they  were  necessarily  suspended.  I'he  section 
lying  between  Tomoka  and  Spruce  creek,  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles,  and  comprshending  sevenil  bridges  and 
many  causeways,  has  been  completed.  The  work  was 
resumed  en  the  1st  instant,  and  the  officer  charj^ed  with 
its  superintendence  reports  that  the  remainder  of  the  n>ad 
through  to  New  Smyrna  will  be  finished  by  the  middle  of 
the  next  month. 

The  military  road  from  Pensacola  to  Tallahassee,  and 
thence  to  St.  Augustine,  has  been  repaired  as  far  as  the 
appropriations  made  for  that  object  would  authorize* 
The  eastern  section,  liowevsr,  lying  between  Alachua 
coart-hrmse  and  Picolati,  on  the  St.  John's  river,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  sixty  miles,  has  not  received  ar.y  repairs. 
The  inhabitants  in  that  vicinity  represented  tliat  the  road 
leading  from  Alachua  coiut'house  to  Jacksonville  would 
afford  greater  convenience  to  the  settlements,  and  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  apply  the  appropriation  exclusively 
to  tliat  portion  of  the  military  road  lying  between  Ala- 
chua and  Tallahassee. 

Instructions  have  been  given,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  the  31st  May  last,  to  repair  the  road  from  Ala 
chua  court-house  to  Jacksonville.     The  bridge  authoriz- 
ed to  he  crrcted  over  the  St.   Sebastian  river,  near  St. 
Augiisiine,  where  the  military  road  crosses  that  stream, 
has  been  finished  during  the  present  year. 

The  road  from  Alachua  to  Marianna,  in  Florida,  for 
which  an  appropriation  was  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  has  been  chiefly  put  under  contract,  and  is 
progressing  satisfactorily.  Operations  have  been  sus- 
pended on  a  portion  of  it,  with  a  view  to  a  better  location 
of  the  route,  by  which  the  distance  will  l^bhortened. 

The  operations  for  the  improvement  or^ackett's  Har- 
bor, suspended  during  the  last  winter,  were  resumed  on 
the  13th  of  April,  and  the  officer  chai^^ed  \»  ilb  the  work 
reports  that  e\'ery  thing  reqtiired  to  be  done  will  be  ac- 
coiDpUslied  during  the  present  season,  and  that  no  fur- 
tiler  improvements  will  be  necessary  for  many  years  to 
C'.me. 

Operatiims  were  resumed  at  the  Delaware  breakwater 
about  the  first  of  April,  and  lyivc  been  attended  with  i. 
success  beyond  our  must  sanguine  expectations. 

The  coniractora  were  boinid,  by  the  terms  of  their 
contract,  to  dehvcr  seventy  thousand  perc!ie>i  of  stone, 
posttivvly,  and  twenty-six  thousand  perches,  conditional- 
ly {  but,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  all  their  fixurcs  at 
thtir  quarries  on  the  Hudson  by  the  ice,  they  were  not 
only  subjected  to  a  heavy  loss,  but  wei'e  de]a)-ed  m  their 
o])erations.  We  had  the  power  to  declare  their  contract 
void,  but  permitted  them  to  go  on  and  deliver  as  much  as 
they  had  it  in  their  power  to  furnish  during  tlie  season. 
As  the  public  interests,  however,  required  that  the  work 
siiould  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  we  availod  ourselves  of 
tlie  delay  of  the  contractors  to  purchase  from  others. 
'i*he  coniractors  delivered  about  forty  thousand  perches, 
and  we  purchased  from  others  upwards  of  seventy  thou- 
sand {  nraking  the  wIkiIc  quantity  deposited  equal  to 
one  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  five  hunched  and  nine 


perches.  This,  added  to  twenty-three  thousaitd  fiie 
hundred  and  seventy  perchep,  deposited  last  year,  nukes 
the  whole  auantity  depositecl  to  the  present  time  one 
humlred  and  thirty-five  thousand  and  seventy-nine  pcith- 
es.  The  length  of  the  deposite  of  stone  on  the  btidi' 
water  is  upwards  of  one  thousand  feet,  or  more  tlunont 
fourth  of  4ts  intended  length  ;  and  that  of  tiic  tlepositc 
on  the  ice  breaker  is  upwanis  of  eight  hundred  feet,  nr 
more  than  one  half  of  its  proposed  length.  Thelowtt 
point  of  the  ice-breaker  and  the  upper  peint  uf  the 
breakwater  are  bn)Uglit  up  quite  to  the  level  ui'  Ingti 
water,  and  comprise  each  an  area  of  seventy  hyune 
hundred  feet  at  the  plane  uf  low  water* 

l*hs  effect  of  the  deposite  already  made,  as  a  lurrier 
to  the  force  of  the  ocean,  has  been  experienceU  bv  virs- 
scls  in  several  instaitces  during  heavy  gales  ()f  vind 
which  prevailed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seasun;  fnr, 
although  there  is  but  a  small  pai*t  of  each  dyke  above  ik 
plane  of  low  Mater,  the  remainder  being  but  a  fcvr  feet 
below  that  plane,  has  contributed  to  make  a  harbor.  1!y 
limiting  tlie  deposite's  of  the  ensuing  season  U>lhe)tr\- 
scnt  foundations*  the  works  can  be  bnniglit  tip  to  (Iteir 
destined  height,  and  made  to  afford  shelter  to  a  inimt>er 
of  vessels,  particularly  those  engaged  in  the  cxcc^itionof 
the  work,  l^he  numerous  wrecks  that  took  place  in  Au- 
gust last,  have  proved  liow  much  such  a  sbeUer  is  tt- 
quircd. 

I'lie  whole  of  the  appropriation  applicable  to  the  vork 
during  the  present  season  will  be  required  to  meet  the 
public  engagements  to  the  close  of  the  year;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sum  of  sixty-two  thousand  dollars  appro- 
priated f(»r  the  first  quarter  of  the  next  year,a  further  ap- 
propriation of  two  hundred  and  eig^it  thousanvl  tloUan 
will  be  required  for  the  service  of  that  year ;  aiu!  it  i>  ^^ 
sped  fully  recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  asked 
for  the  year  1832. 

Having  been  called  on  at  the  last  session  of  Congres 
for  an  estimate'  of  the  expense  of  mounting  a  portion  of 
the  infantry  for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier.  I 
take  this  occasion,  as  a  western  citizen,  4.o  remark,  that 
the  nature  of  the  country  south  of  the  Missouri  river, 
and  the  cliaracter,  habits,  and  resources  of  the  Indbi^ 
who  inhabit  or  range  nn  it,  are  such  a^  to  render  it  im- 
))ossibIe  to  secure  that  frontier  by  infantr)'  alone,  bow 
numei-ous  or  well  appointed  soever  they  may  be,  unless 
horses  be  provided  to  mount  them.  As  «^ell  mi^itve 
leave  the  defence  of  our  maritime  frontier,  and  the  pn>- 
tcction  of  our  foreign  commerce,  to  the  artiUer^'  statlonol 
on  the  sea  board.  The  means  of  pursuing  rapidly,  and 
punishing  promptly,  those  who  aggress,  whether  on  (he 
ocean  or  on  tlie  land,  are  indispensable  to  complete  :»£• 
curity  ;  and  if  ships  of  war  aix»  necessary  in  the  •♦"€  case 
a  mounted  force  is  equally  so  in  the' other.  Were  we 
wiUiout  A  Navy,  depredations  might  be  committex)  np"^) 
bur  commerce  with  entii-e  im|mnity,  not  oidy  on  tiK  \u^ 
seas,  but  within  our  harbors,  and  in  view  uf  mir  ft>rts. 
So,  without  a  mounted  force  south  of  the  Missouri,  the 
Indian,  confident  of  the  capacity  of  hi*  horse  to  bear  him 
beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit,  despises  our  power,  chooses 
his  point  of  attack,  and  «ften  commits  the  outrag<^s  to 
which  he  is  prompted,  either  by  a  spirit  of  revenge  or» 
love  of  plunder,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  oar  troops ; 
and  tlie  impunity  of  tlie  first  act  invariably  leads  to  net' 
aggre8sion.s.  To  compel  him  to  respect  u^  we  mui'- 
make  him  feel  our  power,  or  at  all  events  convii¥:e  bna 
tliat  the  guilty  can  have  no  security  in  flight. 
.  1  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  tliat  pron- 
sion  be  made  to  mount  at  least  one  company  at  each  ^ 
the  posts  south  of  the  Missouri:  and  1  liave  thelifin^>^ 
be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JEdUP,  iiuarttrm99ier  (i-^^ 
The  lion.  John  H.  Katosi, 

Secretary  of  Wttr^  Wikskinglan  Viiy. 
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RKPOUT  OF  THE  PAYMASTEU  GENERAL. 


Paymastkik  Gkhbral's  Opficr, 
Washington  City,  Dec.  I,  laSO. 


1 


Sm  :  Ihave  the  honor,  herewith,  to  submit  a  tabular 
st:i(emeiit  of  the  funds  advanced  to  paymasters,  from  the 
1st  day  uf  October,  1829,  to  the  SOth  of  September, 
1830  ;  the  balances  unezpej^ded.  and  deducted  from  the 
cstinnates  fur  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  prvsent  year  ;  and 
the  balance  yet  to  be  accounte<l  for ;  also  exhibiting 
the  period  to  which  the  troops  in  each  district  have  been 
paid. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen,  U^at,  of  the 
$  1,295,100  drawn  from  the  Treastury,  thcrere  mains  but 
S  13,084  45  to  be  accounted  for;  and  1' have  informa- 
tion that  the  p.iyments  for  which  this  last  sum  was  ad- 
vanced have  been  made,  but  the  accounts  have  not  yet 
reaclie<l  me  ;  they  will  |xrobably  be  received  before  the 
cloiie  of  this  week,  when  the  whole  will  be  accounted* 
for  without  the  loss  of  a  cent. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  add,  that  on  no  former  occa- 
sion have  the  payments,  generally,  been  broiigitt  to  such 
K\(e  periodic,  or  the  accounts  so  fullv  rendered. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

N.    roWSON,  FnymasterGeneraL 
The  Xlon^  J.  II.  Eatost,  Secretary  nf  ff^r. 


UKPORT  FROM  THE  ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 


ORD^TANCt    OfPICR, 

Washington,  yapenil>ef  30,  1850. 

Sin:  I  ha^  e  the  honor 'to  submit  herewith  a  general 
rt'{M»rt  of  the  operations  of  this  office  during  the  year  past. 

Statement  marked  A  exhibitjt  an  account  of  the  mo- 
neys drawn  fn>m  the  Treasury,  and  remitted  through  tiiis 
c»ffice,  during  the  year  1829,  to  disbursing  ofIicei*s  and 
contractors;  ami,  also,  the  amount  of  accounts  rendered, 
and  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  each  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  Xly  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the 
remittances,  during  the  year  18'-.^,  amounted  to 

9  991,496  48 
I'liat   the  accounts  rendered  and  settled, 

during  the  sainc  period,  amounted  to  957,094  55 

And  thai  the  nnezpcuded  balances  remain- 
hiff  in  the  hands  of  the  several  dishtu'sing 
officers  at  the  close  of  the  year,  amount- 
ed to  .      f  34,401  93 
Statement  B  shows  the  amount  of  funds  transmitted  to 
the  several  disbursing  officers  of  this  Department,  and  to 
contractors,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  present 
year ;  by  which  it   wdl  be  seen  that  the   total  amount 
Iransmitted  was  $  708,087  91 
And  that  the  accounts  rendered  amounted^to  620,423  25 

Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  in  (he 
hands  of  disbursing  officers,  on  tlie  SOth 
September,  of  $87,664  66 

Statement  C  exhibits  an  account  of  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  made  at  the  several  armories  ai)d  arsenals, 
during  tlie  year  ending  SOth  September,  1830 ;  by  which 
it  wilfappear  that  26,125  new  muskets^  with  their  va- 
rious appendages,  have  been  made  at  the  armories  ;  and 
that  20,956  small  arms  have  been  cleaned  and  repaired  : 
2,101  holaters,  about  700  setts  of  accoutrements  for  small 
arms,  and  90  new  gun  carriage.*?,  have  been  made  at  the 
arsenals. 

Statement  D  exhibits  the  number  and  description  of 
arms,  arldlery,  and  other  ordnance  supplies,  issued  by 
this  Department  to  the  Armv,.  and  to  the  Engineer  De- 


partment, during  the  year  ending  SOth  September,  1830; 
by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  965  small  arms,  16  gun  car- 
nages,  and  about  1,00Q  setts  of  accoutrements  for  small 
arms,  are  among  the  principal  articles  issued  to  the  army : 
937,700  pounds  of  lead  were  issued  to  the  Engineer  De- 
partment. 

Statement  E  exhibits  an  account  of  the  expenditures 
made,  and  of  the  arms,  and  artillery  carriages-and  equip- 
ments procured,  under  the  act  of  1808,  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  militia,  during  the  year  ending  SOth  Sep- 
tember, 1830  ;  from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  arms 
procured  are,  11,240  musketff,  361  repeating  and  Halls 
rifles,  2,101  hulsters,  and  86  field  artillery  carriages,  with 
their  various  equipments  ;  and  that  tlie  amount  expend- 
eil  was  187,520  39  dollars. 

Statement  ¥  exhibits  an  account  of  the  arm<i  appor- 
tioned to  each  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  fo.[ 
the  year  1829  ;  and  of  the  srtillcfy,  arms,  and  other  mili- 
tary equipments,  distributed  to  the  militia,  during  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1830. 

Statement  G  exhibits  the  general  results  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  public  lead  mine^,  during  the  year  ending 
SOth  September,  1830 ;  to  which  is  appended  a  brief 
statement,  showing  the  quantity  of  lead  made  at  these 
mines,  in  eacli  year,  fmm  1821  to  the  present  time«  By 
these  statements  it  will  be  seen  that  the  rents  which  ac- 
crued during  the  year  past  amotuit  to  563,567  pounds, 
being  890,564  pounds  less  than  tlie  rents  of  the  previous 
year.  The  quantity  of  lead  made  at  the  public  mines, 
during  the  last  year  was  K,3.'>2,058  pounds,  being  less 
than  the  prcxluct  of  the  previous  year  by  6,209,252 
pounds.  This  falling  ofl*in  the  quantity  of  lead  made  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  low  price  which  the  article  has 
borne  in  the  market  for  two  years  past.  The  same  cause 
has  diminishe«l  the  rents,  but  these  have  been  further  re- 
duced by  the  lower  rates  at  which  icnts  have  been  charg- 
ed since  the  1st  of  January  last. 

The  c^uantity  of  lead  whicli  has  accrued  to  the  Unitetl 
States,  tor  the  rent  of  the  mines,  during  the  year  past, 
if  sold  in  the  market,  would  barely  suffice  for  paying  the 
expenses  of  collection. 

it  is  not  probable  that  any  considerable  extension  of 
the  mining  operations  wdl  be  made  for  years  to  come ;  for 
it  is  now  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  our  mines  have 
yielded,  for  a  few  years  past,  a  much  larger  supply  than 
the  consumption  of  the  country  requires  :  and,  unless  a 
market  for  the  excess  be  found  in  foreign  countries,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  even  the  present  rate  of  produc- 
tion can  be  sustained.  During  the  past  year,  a  great  num* 
ber  of  miners  have  abandoned  the  business,  because  the 
low  price  of  lead  did  not  afford  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  the  labor  of  procuring  it. 

It  appears,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  Treasury 
statements  for  a  nnmber  of  years  past,  that^  the  whole 
quantity  of  lead,  in  all  its  various  forms,  which  was  im- 
ported during  a  period  of  ten  years,  commencing  with 
1819,  amounted  to  an  average,  per  annum,  of 

7,835,923  lbs. 
And  that,  during  the  same  peno<l,  the 

quantity  exported  averaged  1,338,218 

Leaving  for  domeatic  consumption  an  ave- 
rage of  6,497,^05 

Which  consisted  of  the  following  kinds, 

VIZ  * 

Of  white  and  red  lead,,  and  litharge        2,786,639 
Of  pig,  bar,   and  sheet   lead,  and  lead 

pipes  2,855,828 

Of  shot  855,238 


Average  quantity  derived  from  importa* 
tions  of  foreign  lead 


6,497,705 


•  • 
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DoeumeniM  aeeompavying  tfte  Preaitlent's  Metaage. 


Prior  to  the  year  1828,  the  product  of  the  public  mines 
had  not  been  so  considerable  as  matenally  to  aflfect  the 
market ;  but,  during  that  year,  the  product  was  stidden- 
ly  increased  to  more  than  twelve  millions  of  potinds  {  and 
durin);  the  same  year,  the  excess  of  importations  w^s 
8,603,439  pounds,  exceeding^  the  average  of  previous 
years  more  than  two  mtlUons.  This,  with  the  product  of 
the  pubKc  mines,  supplied  the  market  with  an  unexpect- 
ed excess-of  fourteen  millions  pounds,  being  equal  to  a 
supply  for  two  years  in  advance. 

During  the  year  1829,  the  public  mines  yielded  four- 
teen and  a  half  mtllions  pounds,  and  the  importation  ceas- 
ed. There  was  an  ex6ess  of  exports,  in  that  year,  of 
nearly  one  and  a  half  millions. 

The  arerage  annual  product  of  the  public  mines,  dur- 
ing the  three  last  yean,  is  12,728,366  pounds,  being 
about  double  the  quantity  usually  received  from  foreign 
countries,  prior  to  the  year  1829. 

The  public  lead  mines  in  Missouri  were  oflTercd  at  pub- 
lic sale  in  October  Ust,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1829. 

The  section  of  countiy  in  which  the  mines  on  the  Up-' 
per  Mississippi  are  situated,  Imvinj^  been  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  treaty  of  Pralnc  du  Chien,  of  Au- 
gtist,  1829,  and  the  value  of  these  mines  having  been 
nilly  developed,  it  is  believed  that  the  time  has  arrived 
for  surveying  and  selling  these  lead  mine  lands,  k  is  stip- 
posetl  that  the  principal  object  of  reserving  these  lands 
from  sale  was  to  prevent  a  monopoly  of  them,  while  their 
extent  and  value  were  but  little  known  to  the  public. 
They  have  now  been  so  extensively  wrouglit,  and  are,  at 
present,  nb  well  known,  that  this  object  has  been  accom- 
plished ;  and  no  reasons  can  be  perceived  why  a  survey 
and  sale  of  them  should  be  longer  deferred. 

independent  of  the  mineral  riches  «>f  these  lands,  the 
climateSs  represented  as  remarkably  salubrious,,  and  the 
soil  as  fmitful,  and  well  adapted  to  suppeK  a  dense  po- 
pulation ;  and  it  may  be  considered  of  national  import- 
ance to  encourage  Ihe  settlement  of  this  remote  and  ex- 
posed frontier.  I  woidd,  therefore,  recommend  that  mea- 
sures be  taken  for  causing  these  lands  to  be  surveyed  and 
B4ild. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

G.  BOMFOKD,  m.CoL  on  Ordnance aerv'tct. 
Hon.  J.  H.  Batox,  Sterdary  of  Wear, 


RKPOUT  FROM  TH£  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF 

SUBSISTENCE. 

Ofptcb  of  thk  Cox.  Gkk.  or  Scbsxstskgx, 
mtthington^  Uth  November,  1830. 

Sm  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  War  of  7th  August  ultimo,  1  have  the  honor  to 
submit  a  statement,  in  duplicate,  of  the  moneys  remitted 
and  charged  to  contractors,  and  the  disbursing  officers  of 
the  commissariat,  in  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  the 
year,  amounting  to  ^  233,013  16,  and  the  monies  account- 
ed for  by  them,  amounting  to  $208,716  64,  leaving  a  ba- 
lance outstanding  of  $24,381 18,  fh>m  which  is  to  be  de- 
ducted $2,808  42,  charged  to  contractors,  not  as  advan- 
ces, or  remittances  exit  of  the  annual  appropriation  for 
1830,  -but  as  the  dilTerence  between  the  prices  of  provi- 
sions previously  contracted  for,  and  the  purchases  made 
by  agents  of  the  Department  in  1829,  to  supply  deficien- 
cies at  several  posts,  and  totally  unconnected  with  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  present  year,  leaving  $21,572  76 
actually  In  the  hands  of  the  assistant  and  acting  assistant 
commissaries,  at  the  expiration  nf  the  3d,  applicable  to, 
and  which  will  be  entirely  accounted  for  in,  the  4th  quar- 
ter of  the  year. 

The  sum  originally  charged  to  contractors  on  their  fail- 
ure as,  by  this  statement,  ]  4,502  31,  of  which  $1,010  11 


has  been  liquidated  ;  and  there  is  little  doubt,  from  the 
solidity  of  the  securities  in  the  cases  of  the  $2,808  42  un- 
settled, and  from  the  disposition  already  evinced,  thit 
the  whole  will  be  promptly  paid  without  resorting  to  wit 

It  affords  me  gt^at  gratification  to  state,  that  of  the 
moneys  remitted  and  charged  in  the  period  erobnced, 
there  has  not  been  one  cent  lost  to  government ;  am)  of 
91  officers  disbursing  in  the  commisaariat,  only  three  ac* 
counts  have  not  been  received  ;  and  althovgh  these  are 
at  the  most  remote  posts,  they  will  in  all  probability  reach 
this  office  during  the  present  month  :  it  is,  however,  b^ 
lioved,  that  if  receivecl,  the  result  of  tiie  statement  wwihl 
not  be  materially  affected. 

Very  respectfully,  your^most  cbt.  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  e.  G.  S, 

Hon.  J.  II.  Eatow,  See*y  of  War. 


REPORT 


FROM    THE 
INDIAN 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
AFFAIRS. 


DCPAHTVXKT  0»    WaB« 

Omcc  ov  IvBTAW  ArrAiBs,  Nov.  26|  1830. 

Sm  ;  In  compliance,  in  part,  with  the  order  of  the  D^ 
partment  of  the  7th  August  last,  1  had  the  honor,  on  the 
22(1  ultinu>,  to  submit  an  estimate,  in  deteil,  for  tlie  cur- 
rent expenses  of  thelndian  Department  tn  the  year  1831, 
amounting  to  $160,690. 

In  further  compliance  with  said  order,  I  now  have  tks 
bmior  to  rnibnit  the  fUtemeiito  herewith,  marked  A  and  B. 

SUtement  A  exhibiu  the  amcHint  remitted  for  disburse- 
ment under  each  head  of  appropriation,  in  the  Indisn  De- 
partment, during  the  Uirce  first  quarters  of  the  yw 
1830  5  the  amount  for  which  accounts  have  been  rcndef- 
ed  under  each  head,  for  the  lame  period  -,  ami  the  bi- 
lances  remaining  to  be  accmmtecl  fbr,  accoiding  to  the 
books  c»f  this  office.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  vhole 
amount  remitted  for  disbursement  within  the  period  men- 
tioned is  ^528,734  18  ;  that  the  whole  amount  for  wbicH 
accounts  have  been  rendered,  is  $401,342  09  ;  and  tto 
the  amount  remaining  to  be  accounted  for  is  $127,392 1». 
It  will  be  seen,  also,  that,  of  the  balances  rerowninf  tj 
be  accounted  for,  thoae  alone,  under  the  beads  of  pay  « 
superintendents  and  agents,  sub-agents,  interpreten,  awl 
blacksmiths,  and  annuities,  when  added  togeUier,  srooutf 
to  the  sum  of  62,914  dollan,  and  31  ceirtB  %  and  whK*, 
If  deducted  from  the  amegate  balance,  to  wil: 
$127,392  09,  will  leave  hot  $64,4^  78  to  be  accousUd 
for  under  all  the  other  heads.  A  comodcrable  portjo" 
of  the  disbursements  for  annuities,  as  well  as  for  other 
objects,  aw  made  by  agents  stationed  at  remote  posHi 
and  often,  owing  to  the  Indians  prolonging  their  abience 
from  their  vilUges  on  their  hunting  excursions,  »* »|^ 
a  period  of  the  year,  that  sufficient  time  has  not  ehpKd 
for  their  returns  for  the  3d  quarter  to  reach  the  Dcpwt- 
ment.  When  these  are  received,  the  baUnce,  if  oi< 
wholly  accounted  for,  will  be  reduce<l  toaverym*" 
sum,  especially  when  compared  with  the  whole  anwjjw 
remitted,  or  with  that  of  tlic  security  beUI  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  officers  through  whom  the  diaburscmenu 
are  made. 

Statement  R  exhibits  the  number  of  schoob  in  the  In- 
dian country,  where  establislied,  by  whom,  the  number  ot 
teachers,  the  number  of  scholars,  and  the  amount  no* 
allowed  a  year  to  each  school  from  the  annual  «ppn>P"t* 
tion  of  $10,000  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indians.  Tbtf 
statement  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  scholarao«r 
that  embraced  in  the  report  from  Uiii  office  for  the  W 
year,  of  242. 

The  amount  remitted  in  the  three  first  quarters  of  J^" 
present  year,  fW>m  the  appropriation  for  the  civili»tioiM^ 
the  Indians,  for  school  aUowances  «  &6,69J,  as  wiU  -< 
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seen  by  reference  to  statement  A.    The  annuunt  of  these 
allowances  to  the  seveml  schools,  as  arranged  to  take  ef- 
fect from  the  Ist  of  July  last,  and  exhibited  by  statement 
B,  is  |6,650 ;  which,  deducted  from  the  annual  appro 
pmtion  of  f  10,000  applicable  to  this  year,  will  leave  a 
balance,  (without  talcing  into  view  any  balance  that  may 
remain  of  former  years,)  on  the  Ist  of  January  next, 'of 
|3,350,  to  be  added  to  the  annual  appropriation  that  will 
then  be  applicable  to  1831,  (making,  together,  $13,350,) 
and  disposed  of,  during  that  year,  as  the  Sccretaiy  of 
War  may  deem  it  expedient  to  direct. 

It  is  believed  that  the  disbursements  xq  the  Indian  De- 
partment for  the  years  1829  and  1830  have  been  confined 
strictly  within  the  appropriations  applicable  to  them,  and 
that  no  arrearages  have  or  will  accrue  on  account  of  dis> 
bursements  made  in  citlier  of  those  years.  But  the  ar- 
rearages which  it  was  ascertained  (and  so  stated  in  the 
report  from  this  office  for  the  last  year,)  had  accrued  to  a 
considerable  amount  in  the  Indian  Department  prior  to 
the  year  1829;  are  still  pressing  on  the  Department,  and 
it  yet  remains  without  any  means  to  meet  them.  Im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  some  adequate  provision 
being  made  for  these  arrearages,  I  have  made  this  refer- 
ence to  them  here,  under  a  hope  that  the  attention  of 
Congress  might  again  be  called,  at  the  ensuing  session, 
to  the  documents  submitted  to  them  on  the  subject  at 
last,  and  an  act  be  passed  making  such  appropriations  as, 
from  tlie  circui^fttanccs  of  the  case,  may  appear  to  be 
proper. 

There  are  some  other  documents-  and  estimates,  which 
were  submitted  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  ap- 
propriations to  carry  intc  effect  sundry  treaty-stipulations 
for  annuities  and  other  objects,  for  the  year  1830  ;  but 
which,  as  no  appropriations  were  made,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  submit  again  at  the  ensuing. session,  to  obtain  ap- 
propriations both  for  the  year  1830  and  1831.  They  will, 
accordingly,  be  prepared  and  reported  in  time  to  be  sub« 
mitted  at  an  early  day  in  the  session. 

Our  relations  with  the  Indians  continue  on  a  friendly 
footing.  Nothing  has  happened  to  interrupt  them  du- 
ring tn :  year,  except  it  be  the  acts  of  hostility  which 
have  occasionally  been  committed  against  each  other  by 
certain  tribes  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  and  which, 
it  was  apprehended  at  one  time,  were  about  to  assume  a 
character  that  would  seriously  disturb  the  peace  of  our 
citizens  along  that  frontier:  but,  by  the  timely  interfer- 
ence of  the  Government,  peace  has  been  made  between 
the  Indians,  and  our  citizens  thereby  secured,  for  the 
present,  at  least,  from  the  disturbances  with  which  they 
were  threatened  by  their  wars. 

The  treaties  concluded  at  the  conferences  ordered  to 
be  held  by  General  Clark  and  Colonel  Morgan,  with  the 
Indians,  for  this  and  other  purposes,  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 
have  lately  been  forwarded  by  General  Clark,  and  are 
filed  in  this  office.  These  treaties,  with  those  recently 
concluded  with  the  Chickasaw  and  Ghocktaw  nations, 
under  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  towards  the  execution  of  the  act  prssed  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  "  to  provide  for  an  exchani^e  of 
lands  with  the  Indians  residing  in  any  of  the  States  or 
Territoriea,  and  for  their  removal  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi," ar«  all  the  treaties  that  have  been  made  with  the 
Indians  nnce  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Thepr  aro  rea- 
dy to  be  laid  before  the  Department  when  required. 

The  Commissioners  (Gen.  £.  Root,  and  James  McCall 
And  J.  T.  Mason,  E8«iuires)  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a 
provision  contained  in  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded at  the  Butte  des  Morts,  the  11th  of  August,  1827, 
to  adjust  the  difficulty  between  the  Menomonee,  and 
Winnebagoj  and  New  York  Indians,  in  relation  to  the 
boundaries  of  their  Unds  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  bay, 
have  oeen  engaged  on  Hut  duty,  and  recently  made  a 
report,  submitting  a  proposition  for  the  adjustment  of 
Voi.  VU— E. 


the  case,  which  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

By  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  at  last  session 
of  Congce*Sf  conditionally  ratifying  the  supplementary 
article,  concluded  the  24th  September,  1829,  to  the 
treaty  with  the  Delaware  Indians  of  the  3d  of  October, 
1818,  certain  lines,  specified  in  said  resolution,  were  re- 
quired to  be  run  and  marked.  Mr.  McCoy,  wlio  was 
employed  to  make  the  survey,  has  been  engaged  on  it, 
but  had  not,  at  the  date  of  the  last  reports  from  him, 
completed  it. 

The  lines  of  the  cessions  made  by  the  treaties  conclud- 
ed at  Prairie  du  Chien,  with  the  Chippewa,  Ottowa,  and 
Pottawatamie,  and  Winnebago  Indians,  on  the  29th  July 
andlst  August,  1829,  and  which  were  ratified  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  have  been  run  by  Mr  Lyon, 
the  surveyor  employed  for  that  purpose;  and  his  report, 
with  the  neld  notes  and  map  of  the  survey,  are  filed  in 
this  office. 

A  report  has  also  been  received  from  Messrs.  J .  S .  Si- 
monson  and  Charles  Noble,  Uie  agents  appointed  to  va- 
lue the  buildings  and  other  improvements  belonging  to 
the  Carey  missionary  estabfishmcnt  on  the  St.  Joseph,  in 
Michigan  Territory,  under  a  provision  made  for  this  pur- 
pose by  the  treaty  with  the  Pottawatamie  Indians,  of  20th 
September,  1828.  It  remuns  for  the  report  of  the  agents 
to  be  submitted  to  Congress  to  obtain  the  necessary  ap- 
propriation to  pay  for  the  improvements,  as  stipulated  by 
the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  just  mentioned. 

A  few  remarks  in  reference  to  the  existing  laws  relating 
to  Indian  affairs,  with  a  view  to  some  change  or  modifi- 
cation of  tlie  provisions  of  the  same  will  close  this  re- 
port. 

The  first  act  providing  for  Indian  annuities,  and  which 
is  still  in  force,  was  passed  in  1796.  Other  acts  for 
the  same  object  have  been  since  passed,  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  were  required  by  new  treaties,  which  are 
limited  or  permanent,  according  to  the  treaty  stipulations 
for  which  they  ftre  intended  to  provide.  A  psjt  of  the 
provisions  of  some  of  them,  though  not  directly  repealed, 
has  been  superseded  bv  treaties  or  acts  of  more  recent 
date;  hence  it  is  difficult  (except  for  persons  who  are  fa- 
miliar with  thes^  changes)  to  distinguish  the  provisions 
that  are  still  in  force  from  those  that  are  not.  There  aie 
now  .twenty-one  acts  under  which  Indian  annuities  are 
drawn,  and  .they  require  as  many  accounts  to  be  opened 
and  kept  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury.  If  the  same  sys- 
tem be  continued,  every  new  treaty  that  stipulates  for  an 
annuity  will  necessarily  increase  tlie  number  of  acts  for 
that  object,  and,  of  course,  the  number  of  accounts.  I 
tlierefore  respectfully  submit,  whether  it  be  not  desirable 
to  change  the  system,  and  adopt  one  which  is  more  sim- 
ple, and  will  require  less  time  and  labor  to  execute  it. 
This,  I  humbly  apprehend,  may  be  attained  by  repealing 
all  the  existing  acts  of  appropriation  for  annuities,  and 
embodying  the  whole  in  one  act,  to  be  passed  annually, 
on  a  statement  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  every  session,  showing  the  annuities  due, 
ahd  to  he  provided  for  in  the  ensuing  yea**.  This  would 
keep  Congress  annually  informed  of  the  state  of  the  In- 
dian annuities,  and  the  actual  amount  required  from  year 
to  year  to  pay  them.  The  appropriation  might  be  made 
in  one  sum,  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  annuities  due 
for  the  year  to  be  provided  for,  or  for  the  specific  sunns 
due,  for  such  year,  to  each  nation  or  tribe.  In  either  case, 
it  would  never  require  more  than  one  account  to  be  open- 
ed on  the  books  of  the  Ttvasury.  With  these  remarks,  I 
respectfully  submit  the  accompanying  statement  of  all 
the  annuities  that  will  be  due  and  payable  in  the  year 
1831,  (marked  C,)  tliat,if  the  object  (which  is  explained 
by  the  foregoing  remarks)  be  approved,  the  same  may 
be  subinitted  to  Congress^  to  be  acted  upon  as  may  be 
esteemed  propert 
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The  act  to  regulate  trade  and  tntercourae  with  the  In- 
dian tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  pass- 
ed in  1802,  is  the  principal  one  that  governs  all  our  rela- 
tions with  the  Indian  tnbes.  Since  this  act  was  passed, 
many  treaties  have  been  concluded,  which,  with  other 
causes  growing  out  of  the  increase  of  our  population,and 
the  consequent  extension  of  our.  settlements,  have  contri- 
buted to  produce  changes  in  our  Indian  relations,  which, 
jt  would  seem,  required  corresponding  changes  in  the 
laws  governing  (hem.  It  is  believed  that  the  line  defined 
by  the  act  of  1803  as  the  Indian  boundary,  and  to  which 
its  provisions  were  intended  particu^rly  to  apply,  has 
long  since  ceased  to  be  so.  H  is,  therefore,  respectfully 
submitted  whether  (he  public  iikterest  does  not  also  re- 
quire such  a  modification  of  the  act  of  1802  as  would  bet- 
ter adapt  its  provisions  to  the  present  state  of  our  Indian 
relations.  A  judicious  modification  of  this  act,  and  others 
connected  with  it,  Ccmbracmg  some  specific  provinon  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  claims  for  depredations,  &c.  which 
are  provided  for  by  the  4th  and  14th  sections)  would,  no 
doubt,  greatly  facilitate  and  open  the  way  for  other  im- 
provements in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  In- 
dian Department,  of  which  the  claims  for  depredations 
just  mentioned  form  no  unimportant  or  inconsiderable 
part  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  should  the 
foregoing  propositions  in  regard  to  tbe  laws  relating,  to 
Indian  anairs  be  deemed  worthy  of  consideration,  much 
useful  and  mwe  detailed  information  may  be  obtained 
from  tbe  report  which  was  made  on  this  subject  by  Gov- 
ernor Cass  and  General  Clark,  and  laid  before  Congress 
tbe  session  before  last;  for  which,  see  State  Papers,  2d 
session  20th  Congress,  vol.  3,  Doc.  No.  117. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAM'L.  S.  HAMILTON. 
To  the  Hon.  Johv  H.  Eatoit,  Secretary  of  War, 

REPORT  FRO&t  THE  PENSION  OFFICE. 


ABSTRACTfrom  the  several  Jgents'  Betumh  showin/f 
the  number  of  Pensicners  whose  deaths  haoe  come  to  thetr 
knowledge^  far  the  year  ending  on  the  4/A  of  Sept,  1830. 


. 

Rev.  Pen- 

Invalid 

▲•IKCIES. 

BKMABKS. 

sioners. 

Pen's. 

Maine 

33 

1 

New  Hampshire 

41 

2 

Massachusetts 

53 

3 

• 

Connecticut 

26 

2 

Rhode  Island 

11 

2 

Vermont 

38 

2 

New  York 

80 

13 

New  Jersey 

8 

2 

Pennsylvania 

13 

3 

Pittsburg  Agency 

14 

3 

Delaware 

^ 

— . 

Blaryland 

9 

9 

Virginia 

9 

3 

- 

Nortli  Carolma 

14 

2 

South  Carolina 

6 

1 

Georspa 

3 

— 

Kentucky 

19 

2 

% 

East  Tennessee 

— 

— 

West  Tennessee 

12 

2 

Ohio 

*— 

— . 

No  returns. 

Indhma 

7 

.... 

Louisiana 

— 

~- 

No  returns. 

Mississippi 

1 

— 

Michigan  Territoty 

— 

*- 

No  returns. 

Illinois 

1 

— 

Alabama 

2 

4 

District  of  Columbia 

* 

— 

No  returns. 

399. 

58 

NUMBER  of  Rteotutimary  and  TmooUd  Penmonen  ox  tk 
rolls  of  the  different  States  and  Tarritpriea^  Oct.  20,  im. 


STATES   AKS    TIRKITOaiBS. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Massac  liusetts 

Connecticut 

Rhode  Island 

Vermont 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Pittsburg  Agency 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

East  Tennessee 

West  Tennessee 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

Michigan  Territory 

Illinois 

Alabama 

Missotui 

Distriat  of  Columbia 


I 


11,722     3,gJ^ 


Number  of  RevokUionary  and  hutaUd  Penstomn  adiei  ^ 
the  roHs  since  the  19th  October,  1829. 
Agencies.        Rev.  Pensioners.    Invalid  Peniioneti 
Maine 

New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
Rhode  Island 
Vermont 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Pittsburg  Agency 
Delaware 
>taryland 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
East  Tcnnesse 
West  Tennessee 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
Micliigan  Territory 
Illinois 
Alabama 
Missouri 
District  of  Columbia 


14 

8 

20 

10 

23 

5 

7 

3 

4 

20 

5 

50 

29 

5 

2 

22 

8 

6 

5 

-. 

1 

2 

1 

25 

4 

10 

6 

1 

3 

1 

16 

16 

7 

4 

9 

4 

12 

5 

3 

3 

-i 

1 

1 

— 

6 

^ 

1 

4 

1 

10 

3 

4 

273 
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REPOBT  ON  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT- 


House  of  RBPiicss3rrATiy£s,  Fsb.  1831. 


r.  HEMPHLLL,  from  the  cotnmitlee  to  which  was  re- 
ferreil  that  part  of  the  President's  Messa^  [of  Decern- 
ber  r,  1830J  relating  to  latemail  IiDprovements,  made 
the  following  Report : 

That  they  have  bestowed  upon  it  that  deliberate  con 
leratton  to  which  its  high  diaracter  and  importance  ai'e 
stiy  entitled. 

The  essential  benefits  to  a  nation  from  goo<l  roads  and 
inals,  and  the  intprorement  of  water  courses^  are  so  uni- 
rrsally  acknowledged,  that  the  Committee  will  not  in- 
stigate the  subject  by  tedious  reasoning.  A  brief  no- 
:e  will  be  all  that  is  necessary.  Their  object  is  rather 
•  bring  into  review  the  laudable  ambition  and  aixlent  de- 
re,  so  long  maiiifetled  by  the  people*  for  the  ergoyment 
'these  real  blessings. 

Mr.  Fulton,  in  bis  letter  of  the  7th  of  December.  1807, 
>  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  eiutble  him,  in  part, 
» prepare  his  report  of  the  4th  of  April,  1808,  remarked 
lat,  *<  it  is  obvious  to  every  one,  who  will  take  the  truu- 
le  to  reflect;  that,  on  a  road  of  the  best  kind,  fourhor- 
i%  and  sometimes  five,  are  necessary  to  transport  only 
infe  tons,  but  on  a  canal,  one  horse  will  draw  twenty-five 
tns,  and  thus  perform  the  work  of  forty  horses  {  the  sav- 
ij?  being  in  the  value  of  the  horses,  the  feeding,  wagons, 
)U  attendance.'*  Hail  road^  wliere  they  can  be  adopt- 
d,  being  notf  ccmsid^vd  of  stmilar  value  to  canals,  like 
»idu  will  follow  from  the  use  of  them. 
The  whole  aav-ing,  on  any  given  line,  must,  in  a  g^cat 
egree,  be  conjectural,  unless  resort  is  made  to  a  very 
linute  calculation.  But  any  one  can  perceive,  from  this 
imple  statement,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  ex- 
enses  of  transportation  would  be  a  certain  gain  to  the 
onsumersp  and,  indirectly,  to  the  whole  community. 
A  barrel  of  flour  can  be  shipped  from  Philadelphia  to 
iverpool,  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  for  fifty 
ents,  while,  on  a  turnpike  road  from  Pittsburg  to  Phi- 
uielpbia,  a  tenth  of  the  distance,  it  would  cost  five  dol- 

iTS. 

A  few  fiu:ta  will  show  the  enormous  expense  of  trans- 
>ortatJon  in  time  of  war.  in  the  late  war,  flour,  in  some 
riitaoces,  coat  the  Government  nearfy  one  hundred  dol- 
irs  per  barrel,  and  pieces  of  artillery  each  near  nne  thou- 
^nd  dollars ;  and  owing  to  the- delay,  were  useless  when 
Itey  arrived.  l*he  first  of  transportation  across  the  peuin- 
ula  between  the  Delaware  and  Ches^eake  bays,  a  dis- 
&nce  of  only  sixteen  miles,  amounted  in  one  year  to  a  lit- 
le  less  tlian  a  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  saving  to  the 
•^non  by  good  roads  and  canals,  would  be  immense,  and 
mount  to  many  millions  in  a  year,  besides  the  wealiii 
>ined  by  Uie  additional  quantity  of  articles  from  the  bow- 
h  and  surfiice  of  the  earth,  Jttw  and  manufactured,  which 
'>^  expedition  and  cheapness  ef  conveyance  to  market 
'ojjld  inevitably  bring  into  existence.. 

f  ue  internal  trade  oi  a  country  increases  with  amas- 
^gnpidity,  and  it  is  considered  by  tlie  ablest  writers  on 
oliticat  economy  to  be  the  moat  profitable  trade  «  cus- 
oners  contract  acquaintances,  and  no  sea  risk  is  in- 

We  have  already  seen  between  two  and  three  thousand 
J<«»P8,  of  upwards  of  fifty  tons  each,  engaged  in  the 
Jiorth  river,  in  England,  there  are  more  than  five  hun- 
.  ^  snips,  none  under  two  hundred  tons,  and  n»any  over 
"  J  ^»  carrying  the  single  article  of  coal  firom  Newcastle 
o  Ujndon.  In  China,  it  is  said  that,  in  consequence  of 
,.„  ,  ^"P^e^  of  their  conveyances,-  their  home  trade  is 
•early  equal  to  tiie  whole  market  in  Europe. 
ica  I  *?""n^K5e  of  the  United  SUtes  with  South  Ame- 
*"ouia  attract  our  earnest  attention.    The  independ- 


ence of  theae  republics  will  form  an  important  era  in  the 
history  of  this  country.  No  country  can  offer  to  us  com- 
mercial advantages  more  rich,  or  more  within  our  reach, 
than  the  Spanish  American  Republics.  Our  territories 
touch. 

The  ports  of  Louisiana  and  Vera  Cruz  are  connected 
with  the  same  sea.  Our  access  to  Mexico  will  be  easy  ; 
and,  as  regards  the  importance  of  tliis  country,  it  is  illus- 
trated by  the  circumstance,  that  it  is  the  richest  and  most 
extensive  of  all  the  Spanish  American  republics.  It  ex- 
ceeds in  magnitude  Spam,  France,  artd  Italy  united.  All 
the  eastern  coast  of  Mexico,  the  kingdom  of  Terra  Firma 
and  Paraguay,  are  nearer  to  tis  than  the  ports  of  Europe, 
presenling.a  wide  range  for  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  United  States.  It  must  be  enlightened  policy  on 
our  part,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  place  the  country  in  a 
condition  to  compete  with  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  to 
draw  a  fair  proportion  of  the  South  American  commerce 
into  our  own  ports,  before  its  rich  channels  are  pre-occupi- 
ed,  in  consequence  of  their  superior  facilities  and  cheap- 
ness in  the  principal  transactions  of  their  internal  trade. 

The  idea  of  improving  the  country  with  national  aid 
was  coeval  with  the  Government.  The  "  Federalist'' 
noticed  it  among  other  advantages  of  the  Union. 

In  No.  14,  written  by  Mr.  Madison,  the  objections 
made  against  the  Constitution  from  tlie  extent  of  country 
were  answered  ;  and,  with  other  reasons^  it  was  snid  : 

'*L.et  it  be  remembered,  in  the  thuxl  place,  that  the 
intercourse  throughout  the  Union  will  be  daily  fiioilitated 
by  new  improvenients.  Uoads  will  be  every  where 
shortened,  and  kept  in  better  order  <  accommoilations  for 
travellers  will  be  multiplied  and  ameliorated  i  an  interior 
navigation  on  our  eastern  side  will  be  opened  througlioat, 
or  nearly  throughout,  the  whole  extent  of  the  thirteen 
States.  'I1ie  communications  between  the  western  and 
Atlantic  districts,  and  the  different  parts  of  each,  will  be 
rendered  more  and  more  easy  by  those  numerous  canals 
with  which  the  beneficence  of  nature  has  intersected  our 
country,  and  winch  art  finds  it  so  little  difficult  to  con- 
nect and  complete." 

The  same  distinguished  statesman  gave  a  practical  con- 
struction to  those  views  of  the  eflect  of  ratifying  the  Fe- 
deral Constitution,  by  submitting  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  1796,  seven  years  after  it  went  into  opera- 
tion, a  resolution  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  a  road 
from  north  to  south,  through  all  the  Atlantic  States,  with 
a  view  to  the  foundation  of  a  system  for  their  improve- 
ment That  the  capacities  of  the  country  for  improve* 
ment  are  equal  to  any  on  the  earth,  there  is  no  difference 
of  opinion. 

Its  vast  extent,  its  variety  of  soil  and  climate,  its  rooun- 
ta'uis  and  valleys,  intersected  with  streams  of  every  size  ; 
its  geographical  separation  hito  distinct  natural  parts, 
each  inviting  tlie  commercial  Intercourse  of  the  others,  by 
artificial  means — the  portion  alohg  the  shores  of  the  At- 
lantic, and  back  to  the  Alleghany  mountains,  being  one  { 
that  on  tlic  lakes  and  St.  Lawrence,  another  \  add  that 
watered  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  branches  composing 
the  thiixl. 

As  soon  as  the  fundefl  debt  of  the  Revolution  was 
nearly  extinguished,  and  Louisiana  acquired,  the  im- 
provements of  the  country  were  commenced.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson caused  a  reconnoissance  ami  survey  to  be  made  of 
a  road  between  the  City  of  Washington  and  New  Or- 
leafis. 

In  1806,  Congress  authorized  the  construction  of  the 
Cumberland  Road,  thereby  assuming  the  principal  pow- 
er for  which  the  real  friends  of  the  policy  have  ever 
since  contended.  In  1808,  Mr.  Gallatin's  celebrated  re< 
port  appeared,  exhibiting  much  solid  iufornuttion .  on  the 
subject  (  but  the  attitude  of  our  relations  soon  after  with 
England  and  France,  and  the  final  declaration  of  war 
against  England,  retaixled  the  execution,  while  it  evinc- 
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ed,  in  the  Btrongest  manner  imaginable*  the  propriety  of 
this  policy .  It  was  seen  from  actual  experience^  thai  the 
money  waited  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  national 
improvements,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  construct 
the  chief  of  those  of  the  most  prominent  character. 

After  the  war,  the  spirit  of  internal  improvement 
again  revived.  It  rose  up  in  the  South  ;  and  on  the  16th 
of  December,  1816,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
setting  apart  toe  bonus  and  nett  annual  profits  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  as  a  permanent  fund  for  internal  improve- 
ments. On  the  33d  of  the  same  month,  a  bill  to  this  ef- 
fect was  reported. 

On  tlie  6th  of  February  following,  a  motion  was  made 
to  strike  out  all  the  first  section  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  a  bill  difierently  expressed,  *for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals,  and  improving  the  navigation  of 
water  courses^  in  order  to  facilitate,  promote,  and  give 
security  to  internal  commerce  among  the  several  States, 
and  to  render  more  easy  and  less  expensive  the  means 
and  provimons  necessary  for  the  common  defence  ;"  the 
fiind  to  be  applied  to  such  objects  as  Congress,  with  the 
assent  of  the  States,  might  direct. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  strik-  {  ment  and  prosperity,  as  I  do  not  conceive  Xhmt  it  ewisti- 


•«  III  health  prevented  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaary 
from  acting  on  the  subject ;  but  the  Secretaiy  of  War, 
on  the  7th  of  January,  1819,  made  an  interesting^  report: 
'A  judicious  system  (he said)  of  roads  and  caiiaW^  con- 
structed for  the  convenience  of  commerce  and  tite  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  only,  without  reference  to  jiitlitar>' 
operations^  is  itself  »mong  the  most  efficient   means  for 
the  more  complete  defence  of  the  tJnited  States.      With- 
out adverting  to  the  fact  that  the  roads  and  canals  vttich 
such  a  system  would  require,  are,  with  a  few  except kms* 
precisely  those  which  would  be  required  for  the  opera- 
tions «if  warj  such  a  system,  by  conaolidatiii^  our  Unioii, 
increasing  our   wealth  and  fiscal  capacity,  would  aid 
greatly  to  our  resources  in  war.     It  is  in  a  state  of  war, 
when  a  nation  is  compelled  to  put  all  of  its  reaooroes  m 
men,  money,  and  skill,  and  devotion  ta  country.  Into  re- 
quisition, that  its  government  realizes,  in  iis  aecurity,  the 
beneficial  effects  from  a  people  made  |>rosperous  aad 
happy  by  a  wise  direction  of  its  resources  in  peace.' 

^  But  I  forbear  to  pursue  this  subject,  tboueh  so  inte- 
resting, and  which,  the  fiirther  it  is  pursued^  will  tlie 
more  clearly  establish  the  intimate  cpnnexion  betweca 
the  defence  and  safipty  of  the  country,  and  its  inaprovc- 


ing  out  the  words  '*  with  the  auent  of  the  motet,'"  which 
being  lost,  the  amendment  waa  earned  i  and,  on  the  8th 
of  February,  1817,  the  bill,  as  amended,  possed  the 
House  of  Representatives.  After  being  agreed  to  in  Hie 
Senate,  it  was  sent  for  the  approbation  of  Mi.  'Madison, 
who,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  rejected  it  on  constitu- 
tional grounds. 

On  tlie  re-consideration,  there  was  still  a  majority  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  In  favor  of  the  bill. 

This  was  the  last  act  of  Mr.  Madison's  administration. 
Mr.  Monroe  being  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  President 
elect,  probably  accorded  with  his  predecessor  in  the  re- 
jection of  the  bill,  as,  at  the  next  session,  the  first  of  his 
administratton,he  gave  his  concurrent  opinion  in  advance, 
without  waiting  to.hear  the  arguments  of  tlie  new  Con- 
gress.   On  the  3d  of  December,  1817,  this  part  of  the 
message  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  on  the  15th  of 
December  a  report  was  made,  in  direct  contradiction  of 
the  sentiments  of  the  President.     The  resolution  which 
closed  it  resting  tlie  power  in  question  on  the  oaeent  of  the 
StateSf  it  was  stricken  out,  and  the  House  finally  resolfed, 
by  a  majority  of  90  to  75,  that  Congress  had  power,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  appropriate   money  for  the  con- 
struction of  post  roads,  militaiy  and  other  roads,  and  for 
the  hnprovement  of  water  courses.     Motions  to,  amend, 
by  inserting  **  with  the  assent  of  the  StcUea^*'  were  nega- 
tived.   Thus,  it  appears  that,  on  the  first  opportunity, 
after  the  opinions  of  two  Presidents  were  declared,  the 
representatives  of  the  people  independently  expressed 
their  own  sentiments  to  the  country. 

**  During  the  same  session,  two  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed— one  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  other 
to  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury,  of  nearly  the  same  im- 
port,requiring  them  to  report  to  the  next  session  a  plan  for 
the  application  of  such  means  as  are  within  the  power  of 
Congress  to  the  purpose  of  opening  and  improving  roads, 
and  making  canals,  together  with  a  statement  of -the  un 
dertakings  of  that  nature,  which,  as  objects  of  public  im- 
provement, mav  require  and  deserve  the  aid  of  the  Go- 
vernment \  and,  alao,  a  statement  of  works,  of  the  nature 
above  mentioned,  which  have  been  eommenced ;  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  them,  the  means  and 
prospect  of  their  being  completed  {  the  public  improve- 
ments carried  on  by  States,  or  by  companies  or  incorpo- 
rations which  have  been  associated  for  sudi  purposes,  to 
which  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  subscribe  or  afford 
assistance  %  the  terms  and  conditions  of  such  associations, 
and  the  state  of  their  funds  \  and  such  information  as,  in 


tutes  tlve  immediate  object  of  this  report. 

After  many  appropriations  for  the  repurs  of  the  C«ia- 
berland  road,  and  other  acts  of  Congre»  nsanifesting 
their  steady  pursuit  of  this  subject,,  a  select  eotnnuttee^ 
in  1832,  was  raised,  wbich^  on  the  2d  of  Jjuiuary, 
brought  in  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  bill  to  procure 
the  necessar)'  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made, 
of  the  routes  of  such  roads  and  canals  aa  tbe  Presideot 
might  deem  of  national  importance,  in  a  comoiercssl 
or  military  p<«nt  of  view,  tor  the  transportation  of  the 
mail. 

In  ia23,  it  was  partially  aeted  on,  indr  on  tke  30th  of 
April,  1824^  it  became  a  law.  The  object  of  this  bc» 
was  to  obtain  information,  and  lay  a  solid  foundattoa  for 
the  improvement  of  the  .country  by  the  aid  mad  direct 
action  of  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  Monroe  signed  the  bill;  atidr  iti  the  same  ac»or«; 
he  approved  of  the  act  authorizing  a  subscription  to  tbe 
stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company. 
At  this  period,  Mr.  Monroe  seems  to  have  yielded  u 
the  current  of  public  opinion,  as  far  as  is  necesaaiy  far 
most  practical  purposes.  - 

The  survey  bill  was  considered  as  the  preciuw)?  to  i& 
future  improvements.  Its  design  was  to  obtain  an  accu- 
rate knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  by  the 
examination  of  scientific  men,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  who  were  to  make  plans,  &c;  of  such  objects 
as  the  President  should  direct,  reserving  to  Congr^fw  to 
select  in  succession  the  routes  which  they  mi^t  deen 
the  TOOst  urgent,  and  of  the  highest  natioiml  imporcaoce, 
to  be  first  executed. 

In  virtue  of  this  act,  many  important  parts  of  the  coon- 
try  have  been  explored,  of  whose  capacities  for  imprtyve- 
ment  we  were  ignorant  The  spirit  of  this  act  accorded 
with  the  practice  of  France  and  other  countries,  where 
every  information  of  this  kind  is  considered  x-aiuable,  and 
collected  and  deposited  in  their  respective  bureaux. 

It  was  not  expected  that  every  survey  made  should  be 
acted  on  immediatelv;  many  years,  it  was  known,  would 
pass  away,  before  alt  could  be  eifected.  Still,  the  in- 
formation was  desirable,  and  advantageous  to  tlte  Vaion, 
the  States,  and  individual  enterprise;  it  aflbrded  a  store 
of  knowledge,  at  all  times  accessible;  and  free  of  ex- 
pense. 

The  proceedings  of  the  engineers  produced  ciTccts  of 
salutary  importance.  They  were  every  where  welcom- 
ed: States  were  awakened  trom  their  letharg}';  and,  ski- 
ed by  the  science  of  which  they  were  in  pos8easion,coai- 


the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  shall  be  material  in  relation  |  panie^  arose,  to  whom  titey  imparted  their  ^'aluabk  i^ 
to  tlie  objects  of  this  resolution." 
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sistance,  and  the  people  became  inspired  with  a  desire 
of  enjoying  the  natuntl  advantages  or  their  country»and, 
in  accordance  with  this  spirit,  were  acting  with  increas- 
ed animation  in  the  promotion  of  its  best  interests. 

The  assistance  given  by  the  General  Government  to 
tlie  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  deserves  here  es- 
pctnal  notice.  It  had  been  in  contemplation  for  more  than 
half  a  century.  The  first  attempt  &ileds  the  second  had 
to  contend  with  unforeseen  embarrassments';  and,  not- 
withstanding the  boldness  and  energy  of  thosc{conducting 
it,  to  say  the  least,  it  is  probable  that  individual  enter- 
prise would  have  sank  under  the  many  •bstacles  which 
were  presented,  and  the  work  have  been  abandoned,had 
not  the  United  States  interposed,  and  aided,  by  their  li- 
beral subscription,  for  stock  in  the  Company.  The  va- 
lue of  this  noble  improvement  to  the^  nation,  as]a  link  qf 
the  Atlantic  canal  along  the  sea  coast,  cannot  be  too  high* 

ly  appreciated. 

The  Louisville  and  Poxtlaiid  canal,  and  the  Dismal 
Swamp  canal,  were  equiJly  indebted  to  the  countenance 
and  protection  of  the  Federal  Government. 

President  Monroe  deemed  an  avenue  over  the  Allegany 
mountains  of  such  national  magnitude  that  the  route  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  was  the  first  which  he 
caused  to  be  surveyed  under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1824.  This  magnificent  undertaking  has  likewise  re- 
ceived the  cotintcnanoe  ot  the  United  States,  by  the  sub- 
scription to  its  stock  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

Acts  passed  to  improve  the  navigation  of  theOhio  river, 
by  removing  bars  and  other  impediments^  to  free  the 
Mississippi  from  the  danger  of  snags  and  sawyers,  and  for 
the  clearing  oC  many  other  rivers.  In  accordance  with 
the  same  spirit,  the  Cumberland  road,  without  reference 
to  the  assent  of  the  State,  was  continued  from  Canton,  in 
Ohio,  to  the  Muskingum  river,  at  Zanesville,  in  that 
State;  and  addUiorad  provisions  were  occasionally  made 
for  the  repairs  of  this  road,  and  its  fuitber  extension;  a 
variety  of  roads  in  the  territories,  and  for  military  purpo- 
ses, had  been  effected;  and  at  the  last  session.  Congress 


The  committee  are  aware  of  no  instance  in  which  Con* 
gress  can  distribute  money  generally  among  the  States, 
unless  it  be  in  the  case  of  education»  which  is  cleariy  dis- 
tinguishable from  that  of  internal  improvements. 

Congress  has  established  the  military  academy  ;  it  has 
also  agreed  with  the  land  purchasers  in  the  new  States  to 
allow  a  certain  proportion  of  the  soil  in  each  township  for 
tiie  benefit  of  schools,  without  indicating  the  mode  and 
manner  of  instruction.  Education  in  every  stage  is  de- 
signed to  qualify  the  rising  generation  for  all  the  ends  of 
citizenship.  In  the  improvement  of  the  raind^ -whether 
by  common  schools  or  the  elevated  seminaries  of  learn- 
ing, there  can  be  no  departure  from  nationality. 

The  committee  will  quote  the  wonls  of  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive, from  his  message,  to  show  its  equal  application 
to  the  power  of  the  United  States  over  internal  improve- 
ments. 

<'  The  power  to  impose  duties  originally  belonged  to 
the  several  States.  The  right  to  adjust  those  duties  with 
a  view  (o  the  encouragement  of  domestic  branches  of  in- 
dustry is  so  completely-  incidental  to  that  power,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  suppose  the  existence  of  the  one  without  the 
other.  Tlie  States  have  delegated  their  whole  authority 
over  importa  to  the  General  Government,  without  limita- 
tion or  restriction,  saving  the  very  inconsiderable  reserva- 
tiori  relating  to  the  inspection  laws.  This  authority  hav- 
ing thus  entirely  passed  from  the  Spates,  the  right  to  ex- 
ercise it  for  the  purpose  of  protection  does  not  exist  in 
them  ;  and  consequently  if  it  be  not  possessed  by  the 
General  Government,  it  must  be  extinct. 

'*  Our  political  system  would  thus  present  the  anomaly 
of  a  People  stripped  of  the  right  to  foster  their  own  in- 
dustry, and  to  counteract  the  most  selfish  and  destructive 
policy  which  might  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations.  This 
surely  can.)ot  be  the  case  :  this  imlispensable  power,  tlius 
surrendered  by  the  States,  must  be  within  the  scope  of 
the  authority  on  the  subject  expressly  delegated." 

To  apply  the  above  where  tiie  object  of  any  internal 
improvement  embraces  two  or  more  States,  the  commit- 


paased  laws  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  the  -Maysville  and  I  tee  will  observe,  that,  antecedent  to  the  Union,  the  States, 
Lexington  Turnpike  Company,  by  a  vote  in  the  House    as  separate  sovereignties,  could  have  entered  into  nego 


of  Representatives  of  96  to  87;  for  stock  m  the  Washing 
ton  aod  Fn*deiick  Turnpike  Company,  by  a  vote  of  74  to 
39;  and  for  stock  irt  the  I-ouisville  and  Portland  Canal 
Company,  by  a  vote  of  80  to  37. 

In  the  two  last  cases,  there  was  little  if  kny  doubt  as  to 
l>i«  nationality  or  expediency  of  the  object;  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  policy  alone  governed  the  members.  They 
present  the  fairest  test  Qf  the  opinion  entertained  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  concerning;  the  propriety 
of  subscribing  for  stock  in  private  companies.  Wherein, 
then,  it  is  most  respectfully  asked,  consists  evidence  of 
a  change  in  the  public  mind  on  this  interesting  subject^ 
[t  may  be  presumed  that  the  message  alludes  to  those 
public  pnnta  which  justified  the  veto  on  the  Maysville 
road  bilP  Is  it  not  a  fair  answer,  that  the  opinion,  thus 
partially  ascertained,  was  founded  on  a  belief  that  the 
'oad  was  of  a  local,  and  not  a  national  character.  Wbe- 
:her  it  was  or  was  ndl,  is  immaterial  at  the  present  mo- 
neiit;  because  it  never  waa  pretended,  by  the  friends  of 
nternal  improvements,  that  Congrew  had  power  over 
nere  local  and  SUte  objects;  and,  for  this  reason,  they 
lave  always  disputed  the  right  to  distribute  money,  ge- 
lerally,  among  the  Sutei,  for  internal  improvements^  as 
he  money,  in  that  case,  might  be  expended  on  local  ob- 
ects,  over  which  Congress  had  no  authority.  The  act 
o  set  apart  the  bonus  and  dividends  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Ji)itcd  States,  to  be  divided  among  the  SUtes  accdrd- 
i^S'  to  the  ratio  of  their  representation,  retained  in  Con- 
rress  the  control  over  the  objects  on  which  the  money 
kras  to  be  expended.  This,  alone,  sustained  its  consti- 
utionality.  Lands  have  also  .beeYi  granted  (or  the  same 
lurpcwe  lor  specified  objects. 


tiations  and  treaties  to  execute  any  extended  line  of  road  or 
canal ;  but,  af\er  its  adoption,  the^  were  excluded  from 
foriiiing  any  compact  with  each  without  the  consent  of 
Congress.     The  States,-then,  have  wholly  surrendered  the 

{)ower  under  which  alone  they  could  liave  effected  great 
eading  and  permanent  roads  or  canals  for  their  mutual 
accommodation,  and  cannot  regain  it  by  the  mere  exer- 
cise  of  their  own  wills.  If  the  power  be  not  extinct  it  is 
wholly  within  the  control  of  llie  United  States  ;  and  must 
fall  witliin  the  scope  ofXbe  authority  over  the  subject 
expressly  delegated  to  Congress,  and  be  directly  inciden- 
tal to  tiiero. 

.  A{^in  :  the  power  to  regelate  commerce  among  the 
States  is  granted  in  the  same  words  with  that  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.  In  the  one  case,  it  is 
agreed  thi^t  imports  can  be  cheapened  by  public  works ; 
the  same  reason  will  apply  to  tlie  power  to  cheapen  the 
transportation  of  inland  trade,  that  being  of  importance 
equal  to  foreign  commerce  ;  and  tfie  power  must  be  as 
necessarily  incidental  to  the  express  power. 

This  directly  incidental  power  carries  with  it  the  full 
means  of  execution  and  protection,  and  does  not  rest  on 
the  undefined  tenor  of  continued  and  uninterrupted 
usage,  which  is  said  to  have  been  employed  *'  at  the  ex- 
pense of  harmony." 

The  committee  will  pursue  this  subject  no  farther 
than  to  say  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  same  constitution 
which  legalizes  the  removal  of  brambles  for  the  free  pas- 
sage of  the  surveyor's  chain^  gives  equal  right  to  con- 
struct the  contemplated  work.  That  there  is  no  parti- 
tion of  power.  If  Congress  can  act  at  all,  it  can  act  witli 
effect;  if  it  can  make  a  road  or  a  canaU  it  can  employ  the 
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Report  on  Internal  Improvement, 


accustomed  means  of  the  cuuntry  to  keep  the  work  in 
repair. 

In  relation  to  the  subject  of  internal  improvemeatSy 
that  tlieie  is  a  line  between  national  and  merely  State  ob- 
jects, of  a  snund  and  practical  meaning,  is  generally  ad- 
mitted {  and  where  this  line  is,  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
roust  decide  in  each  case  as  it  arises. 

With  no  pretension  of  describing  the- precise  line>  tlie 
committee  will  suggest  that  an  object  of  national  improve- 
ment  may  be  entirely  witliin  a  State,  as  a  road  to  a  forti- 
fication, such  as  that  from  New  Orleaus  to  Fort  St.  Philip, 
in  Louisiana  ;  or  perhaps  a  better  illustration  is  supplied 
by  the  Delaware  and  Uaritan  canal,  lying  wholly  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  The  object  roajr  embrace  parts  of 
two  States,  as  a  bridge  ove;-  a  river  dividing  the  States ; 
in  this  instance.  Congress  could  erect  the  bridge,  if  ne> 
cessary  for  any  national  purpose.  In  every  case  where 
the  improvement  is  to  taice  a  wide  range  through  many 
States ;  in  instances  within  a  State  where  an  object  is 
considered  as  a  link  of  an  extended  line  ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  its  end  is  to  connect,  by  artificial  means,  the  g^and 
geographical  divisions  of  the  country  ;  to  draw  the  line. 
It  must  be  expected,  will  sometimes  give  rise  to  debate, 
but  not  more  frequently,  nor  of  a  more  perplexing  na- 
ture, than  will  occur  in  attempting  to  draw  the  line  of 
correct  legislation  on  various  other  subjects. 

The  farifiT  to  protect  American  industry  is  declared  by 
the  President  constitutional,  but  does  he  prescribe  the 
exact  limit  required  for  this  object  ?  Congress  can  im- 
pose  direct  taxes,  yet,  in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  ex- 
cesses would  be  real  grievances. 

But  a  rosd  or  canal,  even  of  a  doubtful  character  as  to 
its  nationality,.  V'ould  benefit  the  country;  so  it  would 
seem  that  no  federal  power  can  be  exercised  with  less 
cause  of  alarm. 

In  adverting  to  the  message,  the  committee  will  not  ex- 
anittie  it  by  paragraphs,  for  Ciear  of  committing  any  error. 
A  particular  part  of  it  can  be  better  interpreted  in  con- 
nexion with  the  whole  ;  tliey  will  only  make  allusion  to 
some  of  the  ideas  conveyed  by  it,  concerning  which 
there  can  be  )io  mistake  ;  leaving  tlie  application  of  their 
general  observations,  where  they  come  in  collision  with 
any  part  of  it,  to  the  judgment  of  the  HousSj  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  answer. 

The  President,  after  carefiilly  revolving  in  his  mind 
the  whole  subject,  has  formed  these  opinions — that  it  is 
improper  and  inexpedient  to  subscribe  for  stock  in  pri- 
vate associations ;  that,  unless  an  entire  .  stop  be  put  to 
the  practice,  certain  bad  consequences  will  follow  ;  and 
that  the  course  heretofore  pursued  to  advance  the  inter- 
nal improvements  of  the  country,  is  the  worst,  perhaps, 
that  could  exist. 

Among  tlie  reasons  for  these  opinions,  it  is  asserted, 
that,  when  an  improvement  is  effected  by  the  funds  of 
the  Uiuon^  the  citizens  ought  to  enjoy  it  without  being 
compelled  to  pay  tolls ;  that  money  so  raised  ought  to 
be  subject  to  the  rule  of  revenue  j  that  discredit  might 
result  from  the  Government's  embarking  with  its  Consti- 
tuents in  joint  stock  associations,  and  that«  in  certain  in- 
stances the  control  of  a  portion  of  the  public  funds 
would  be  delegated  to  an  authority  unknown  to  the  Con 

siitution. 

To  these  objections  and  reasonings  the  committee  re- 
ply, in  the  first  place,  that,  if  it  is  constitutional  to  sub- 
scribe for  tlie  slock  of  private  companies,  which  does  ifot 
appear  to  be  controverted,  none  of  the  agencies  there- 
unto appertaining  can  be  alien  tatlic  Constitution. 

In  regard  to  the  idea  Unit  the  citizuns,  respecting  pub- 
He  improvements,  ought  to  be  exempt  from  tolls  or  any 
imposition  of  that  character,  this  doctrine  would  apply  to 
the  States  with  the  same  force  as  it  would  to  the  Federal 
Union.  In  the  States,  however,  it  is  the  universal  prac- 
tice to  receive  lolls  iVom  those  who  use  the  roads  of  in- 


corporated Aoropaniesy  liv  which  «  sovere*^^  State  is  in- 
terested. The  traveller  gains  an  equivalent,  and  is  not 
beard  to  complain.  To.  say  nothing  of  the  consequcot 
ruin  of  State  enterprises,  if  the  citizens  should  be  treated 
better  by  any  mode  of  internal  improvement,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  General  Government,  thaai  by  the  lavs 
and  irt^titutioDs  of  their  respective  States,  their  aSectiooi 
might  be  unwarily  weaned  from  the  one  and  bestowed 
upon  the  other.  As  yet,  such  favor  has  not  been  ex- 
tended, even  to  American  genius  The  inventor  of  the 
most  valuable  discovery  has  to  pay  for  his  patent. 

With  reference  to  the  rule  of  I'evenue,  it  is  provided  by 
the  Constitution  that  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  iKall 
be  uniform  throughout  the  U«  States  {  but  the  paying  of 
tolls  is  clearly  a  tax.  of  no  description.  A  valuable  consi- 
deration  being  received,  it  is  no  cullectiun  of  revenue.  It 
is  only  a  profit  on  the  revenue  on  hand.  It  is  as  much  s 
contract  as  the  purcliase  of  public  land,  iir  which  case  the 
buyer  is  to  pay  for  the  value  he  receives;  Mid  in  like  oan- 
ner  the  scientific  inventor  has  to  purcliase  his  patent 
liespecting  tlie  impropriety  of  subscribing  for  slock  in 
private  companies, 'this  committee,  and  former  eomiait- 
tees,  and  both  Houses  of  Congress,  have  deemed  that 
tlie  most  eligible  and  least  objectionable  mode  of  effect- 
ing many  c?  the  improvements  of  the  country.  The 
opinion  has  been  as  generally  entertained,  tiiat  the  di- 
rect agency  of  the  Government  ahoald  be  resorted  to 
only  in  cases  where  States  or  private  companies  had  not 
sufficient  interest  or  means  to  induce  them  to  embark  is 
their  execution. 

The  committee  cannot  discover  how  mty  deception 
could  be  practised  in  this  mode  of  expenditure,  more 
than  in  the  direct  application  of  the  public  money-  No 
circumstance  respect mg  the  former  can  be  better  con- 
cealed. The  United  States'  engineen  can  give  as  scco- 
nite  inforination  in  the  one  case  as  in  tlie  other.  In  each, 
the  same  inducements  will  exist  for  additional  appropni- 
tions,  when  the  first  have  proved  inailequate.  Besides, 
when  subscriptiona  are  made,  Coi>gres8  wiUliave  the 
opinion  of  State  Legislatures,  and  the  guarantee  of  pri- 
vate subscriptions  of  stock,  as  to  the  importance  of  the 
undertaking,  before  they  are  begun  ;  and  in  conduction: 
them  afterwards,  the  advantage  of  the  vigilance  and  .seal 
of  interested  and  enterprising  individuals.  In  what  oian- 
ner  disguise  could  be  practised,  the  committee  are  at  a 
1(fet  to  conjecture.  It  must  be  admitted  that  unforeicen 
obstacles  will  occasionally  obstruct  the  progress  of  such 
improvements,  and  call  fOr  additional  aid,  in  defiance  of 
the  Akill,  foresight,  and  honesty  of  man.  The  Chesa- 
peake and.Delaware  Canal,  ai^d  the  I^uisvllle  and  Port- 
land Canal,  Sfford  instances  of  uncommon  occurrence. 
In  the  first,  the  embankment  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, sunk  about  one  hundred  feet  <  and  the  latter  hail 
to  be  excavated  through  a  solid  rock  of  nnusual  ami  un- 
expected hardness. 

In  ordinary  cases,  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals 
is  reduced  to  strict  rulesi  and  contracts  can  be  formed 
with  reasonable  certainty.  Throughout  the  Unioo,  such 
works  are  now  executed  by  such  contracts  ;  which  in* 
corporated  companies  are  as  capable  of  making  as  the 
Government,  and  much  more  likely  to  exetmte  with  vi- 
gor. 

The  Committee  on  Itoads  and  Canab,  in  1825,  after 
describing  what  they  considered  improvements  of  the 
first  class,  proceeded  as  follows  :  •*  The  Committee, 
however,  are  of  opinion,  that  there  is  a  secondary  cUssof 
cases,  in  which  the  General  Government  and  btates  can 
act  conjointly  by  the  subscription  of  stock  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Stales  in  companies  incorpoiuted  in  the  re- 
spective States  for  internal  improvements." 

"  The  plan  proposed,  after  much  reflection,  has  beeo 
deemed  the  most  judicious  of  any  that  can  be  deriseJ* 
It  is  a  plan  of  encouragement,  and  in  its  operation  will 
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not  interfere  with  objects  oftbe  first  class.  It  will  excite 
the  StsteiB  to  incorporate  companies  for  such  objects  as 
win  be  sufficiently  national  to  induce  Congress  to  coun* 
tenance  them.  It  leaved  Congress  to  decide  in  each 
case,  when  presented,  upon  its  own  circumstances  and 
merits.  The  Committee  cannot  conceive  how  tlie  Ge- 
neral GoTcmment  can  aid  in  the  internal  improvements 
of  the  country,  in  most  cases,  with  greater  propriety 
than  by  subscriptions  in  companies  incorpocated  by  the 
respective  States.  Congress  Will  have  X\\t  opinion  of  the 
United  States'  engineers,  who  will  make  the  necessaty 
surveys,  plans,  and  estimates  $  and  it  will  have  the  opi- 
nion of  the  State  in  each  case,  and  intelligent  stockhold* 
ers,  as  to  the  importance  and  probable  profit  of  each 
work  \  and,  finally.  Congress  will  exercise  its  own  judg- 
ment on  the  utility  and  national  character  of  the  work. 
The  prosecution  of  the  works,  besides,  will  be  conduct- 
ed by  iiiterested  individuals^  with  less  expense  and  de- 
lay than  perhaps  it  could  be  done  by  the  public.**    . 

The  plan  of  subscribing  for  stock  in  companies  has, 
also,  the  advantage  of  augmenting  the  expenditures  on 
public  works  far  beyond  the  sum  uivested  by  the  Qene- 
ral  Government.  Congress  may  adopt  the  principle, 
that  no  subscription  shall  be  made  to  any  incorporated 
company  until  a  certain  proportion,  say  two«thuxIs,  of 
the  estimated  expense  be  subscribed  by  a  State  jor  by  in- 
dividuals. By  this  plan,  ten  millions  belonging  to  the 
United  States  would  cause  the  expenditure  of  thirty  mil- 
lions on  public  undertakings  \  and*  in.  time.  Congress 
might  dispose  of  their  stock,  and  uae  the  same  fund  to 
aid  in  other  works. 

The  practice  of  subscribing  for  stock  in  private  com- 
panies by  State  sovereignties,  luLs  long  and  extensively 
prevailed  ;  they  have  joined  their  constituents  in  crea- 
ting banksi  and  in  promoting  improveinents.  Without 
any  disparagement  to  the  General  Government,  Ktate  so- 
vereignties^ in  this  respect,  stand  on^  the  same  footing, 
and  would  be  eqiuilly  subject  to  inconveniences,  if  such 
really  existed.  The  States  of  Penn^lyania,  Maryland, 
sold  Delaware,  subscribed  for  stock  jn  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal ;  Virginia  and  Maryland  subscribed 
to  the  stock  oftbe  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal ;  and  tlie 
practice  has  been  approved  by  four  or  five  distinct  Con- 
^rresses.  To  impair  a  principle 'so  long  acted  ujfon,  it 
would  seem  to  the  Committee  to  requu^  a  train  of  abu- 
ses and  inconveniences  plainly  to  be  u^d  before  tlie  pec^ 
pie.  How  can  any  discredit  result  from  the  Govenv- 
meot's  embarking  with  its  coiwtituenta  io  the  great  work 
of  national  improvements  ? 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  General  Government 
would  ever  associate  itself  with  eompanies  merely  with  a 
view  of  pecuniary  speculation  (  and  by  the  report  oftbe 
Committee  on  Rirads  and  Canals  in  1825,  and  the  bilHac- 
conspanying  it,  a  provision  was  introduced,  allowing  the 
State  or  States  creating  the  companies  to  purchase,  at 
pleasure,  the  stock  of  the  United  States  in  such  compa- 
nies. 

Congress,  it  b  believed,  will  never  be  disposed  to  act 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  StatM,  excep*  in  a  na- 
tional work,  in  which  the  States  6t  inoividualsi  for  want 
of  interest  or  adequate  resources,  are  unwilling  to  embark, 
or^  if  commenced,  are  unable  to  continue  and  complete. 
Such  cases,  in  the  opinion  of  the  comiAittee,  may  be 
considered  as  of  the  first  national  class,  and  cannot  be  in- 
cluded under  any  specific  system. 

The  action  of  the  Government  in  the  first  class  will  re- 
quire other  direct  appropriations,  to  be  expended  under 
Lhe  aifcncy  of  the  United  States,  or  sufawcriptions  for 
itock  in  private  companies.  In  this  class*  also,  it 'is  obvi- 
>U8,  ana  by  none  denied,  that  no  rule  of-  equal  distribu- 
ion  cam  be  adopted.  The  localities  of  the  countnr  will 
■equire  that  much  larger  sums  iriiould  be  expended  in 
ome  parts  of  tlie  country  than  in  othen^    As  an  illustra- 


tion of  thisi  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  would 
absorb  the  equal  distribution  to  which  the  State  of  Dels- 
ware  woul|l  be  entitled  for  perhaps  a  half  century',  wliile 
this  State  is  fiir  less  benefitted  by  the  construction  of  the 
canal  than  many  other  sections  of  the  Union. 

Fair  and  important  considerations  may,  likewise,  in- 
duce more  than  a  proportional  expenditure  of  money  in 
certain  divKuons  of  the  country.  For  instance  :  while 
the  erection  of  public  works  on  the  seaboard  cheapens 
importation j  and  diflTuses' a  general  benefit  among  consu- 
mers, whether  in  the  exterior  or  interior  of  the  country, 
it  must  be  acknowled^d  tliat  the  expenditures  on  lig^it- 
bouses,  beacons,  fortifications,  be.  afford  an  additional 
advantage  to  those  sections  of  the  nation  wherein  they 
are.  erected,  by  the  circulation  of  large  sums,  amounting, 
in  &ct,  .to  nuuiy  millions,  among  the  people  of  those  dis- 
trict^. 

The  new  States  do  not  enjoy  corresponding  advantages; 
and  any  degree  of  equal  benefit,  in  this  respect,  cannot 
be  effected,  unless  more  than  the  representatj\'e  propor- 
tion of  the  funds  of  the  Union  be  expended  among  them. 
As  internal  impnn'ements  are  the  only  (Ejects  of  magni- 
tude alike  advanta^NJS  to  the  new  States  and  to  the 
Union,  it  is  by  acting  on  these  alone  that  Congress  can 
equalize  the  pubic  benefits  of  the  country.  The  new 
States  have  no  unsettled  land  to  constitute  a  fund -for  this 
purpose,  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sate  of  public  lands 
will  avail  very  little  towards  the  execution  oir  their  lead- 
ing roads.  The  rise  and  condition  of  the  western  States 
have,  in  an  eminent  degree,  augmented  the  power  and 
consequence  oftbe  Union..  The  citizens  of  these  exten- 
sive regions  have  purchased  otir  wild  lands,  and  convert- 
ed them  into  use^l  fiirms.  The  intercouree  between 
them  and  the  AUantic  States  is  daily  increasing.  For  the 
mutual  enjoyment  of  the  internal  commerce  thence  aris- 
ing good  roads  and  canals  are  indispensable.  It  is  true, 
the  old  States,  with  few  exceptions^  have  prosecuted  tlfeir 
own  improvements  to  a  great  extent  without  federal  aid  ; 
but  many  of  these  States  possessed  funds  derived  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands,  and  other  sources  not  attainable  in 
the  West.  It  will  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  generous 
and  good  feeling  in  tlie  Atlantic  States  to  aid  tbeir  young- 
er sisters.  A  passage  from  the  late  message  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  FcnnBgrlvania  we  admire  for  its  public  spuitand 
tniiy  American  patriotism.    It  is  as  follows : 

**  Although  extendvely  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
wotks  of  internal  improvement  within  her  own  limits,  and 
at  her  own  individual  expense,  Pennsylvania  has  uniform- 
ly, with  a  magnanimity  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism  which 
does  her  honor,  sdvooated  and  maintained  the  constitu- 
tional  right  of  the  General  Government  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  works  of  internal  improvements  of  a  national 
chuiacter,  tending  to  bind,  and  to  connect  more  closely 
together,  the  remote  parts  of  our  widely  extended  terri- 
tory $  to  multiply  the  faeilities  of  communication  between 
the  dififerent  parts  of  the  Union  i  to  diminish  time  and  dis- 
tance in  the  mlercourse  of  its  citisens  with  each  other  { 
to  beget,  by  means  of  such  intercourse,  feelings  of  amity, 
kinilness,  and  friendship,  instead  of  those  sectional  jca^ 
louaies,  local  prejudices,  and  Unkind  and  uncharitable 
prq>0Mesnon5,  which  a  want  of  free  and  friendly  inter- 
communication is  always  seen  to  produce  ;  and  generally 
to  increase  the  comforts  and  promote  the  prosperity  and 
happihess  of  the  people  of  the  United  SUtes." 

Irwe  descend  from  this  elevation,  and  confine  ourselves 
to  the  narrow,  parsimonious  pursuits  of  gain,  no  policy 
mora  substantial  could  be  devised.  What  roads  or  ca- 
nals, except  cross  roads  for  neigliboring  purposes,  can  be 
made  in  the  west,  which  will  not  benefit  the  Slates  on  the 
Atlantic  ?  . . 

In  whit  direction  will  tliey  look  for  their  sales  and  bar* 
te^ }  It  must  ceitaiolv  be  towards  the  seas  and  roanufitc- 
taring  i^ricts.    All  their  national  highways  will  be  cal- 
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calated  to  meet  the  eastern  impriyvementi,  namely,  those 
of  New  York,  PennsylTania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Qeorvia.  The  Cumberland  road, 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  caniu,  the  canals  of  James  riv^er, 
of  Roanoke,  and  others,  yet  farther  to  the  south,  are  aU 
designed  to  conquer  the  mountains  between  these  tvo 
great  sections  of  our  common  country. 

In  the  secondary  class  of  caaes,  Congress  can  appro- 
priate money  to  national  objects  with  as  judicious  ar- 
rangements among  the  States  as  the  true  interest  of  the 
country  will  demand.  They  can,  as  in  the  bill  of  1816, 
for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  Navy,  set  apart  a  fund  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the  country,  and  appropriate 
so  much  per  annum  to  be  applied  to  national  undertak- 
ings to  be  completed  or  towards  the  discharge  of  ex- 
penses incurred  on  national  objects  already  executed  by 
the  several  States.  Under  such  a  provision.  States  which 
have  led  the  way  in  improving  the  face  of  the  country 
can,  in  part,  be  reimbursed  for  their  valuable  exertions. 

No  tribunal  can  be  se  competent  to  regulate  these  na- 
tional concerns  as  Cong^ress ;  they  bring  intelligence  from 
the  various  parts  of  the  nation,  and  can  impart  to  each 
other  a  knowledge  of  tlie  course  of  trade,  and  of  the 
bearings  which  particular  improvementa  will  have  on 
each  other,  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

Internal  improvements  accommocUte  themselves  to  all 
the  leading  interests  of  the  nation  ;  by  their  facilities  the 
farmers  wul  be  enabled  to  produce  more  and  seU  cheap- 
er ;  by  them  foreign  imported  articles  will  reach  the  con- 
sumers in  the  interior  at  reduced  pricea.  But  with  none 
are  they  more  intimately  connected  than  with  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  as  they  will  cause  a  diminution  of  the ' 
expenses  of  transportation  to  and  from  their  factories ; 
and,  in  time,  will  enable  the  proprietors  to  bear,  without 
injury,  a  reduction  in  the  tariif.  Tbufl»  while  the  dutiea 
on  imports  supply,  in  part,  the  means  of  internal  im- 
provement, those  improvements,  good  roads  and  naviga- 
ble canals,  to  a  still  greater  extent,  lessen  tlie  cost  of 
those  imports  to  the  consumer,  and,  in  enhancing  the 
value  of  hiiB  produce^  enlarge  his  means  of  comfort  and 
enjoyment. 

l*he  opponents  to  the  immediate  execution  of  internal 
improvements,  speak,  repeatedly,  ofjudieious  plans  and 
ayHenUt  without  disclosing  their  ideas  upon  any  practi- 
cable scheme  to  supplant  that  which  they  condemn.  The 
sincerity  of  their  motives  is  not  questioned,  although  the 
tendencies  of  their  scruples  ^cause  only  procrastination^ 
and  leave  us  equally  as  unenlightetied.  What  eytlem 
have  the  States  adopted  to  regulate  improvementa  be- 
tween the  different  parts  of  their  respective  territories, 
better  than  that  hitherto  pursued  by  the  United  States  } 

The  wisdom  and  experience  of  the  legislative  bodiev 
constitute  the  tribunals  which  govern  as  the  ofagecta  are 

presented.  ' 

It  has  also  been  urged  that  the  project  of  national  im- 
provements with  the  funds  of  the  Union  creates  corrupt 
passions  and  excites  vicious  practices.  '  if  the  mere  alle- 
gation of  corruption  is  to  check  the  prosecution  of  inter- 
nal improvementSr  it  will  interpose  a  barrier  against  all 
public  works  ;  for  it  is  equally  applicable,  whetlier  the 
improvements  are  to  be  completeil  by  tlte  States  or  by 
the  Federal  Government.  The  human  heart  will  remain 
unchanged,  and  the  motives  of  influence  cart  never  be 
eradicated.  If  a  road  is  to  be  located  for  sixty  or  one 
hundred  miles,  the  individuals  interested  in  the  route 
will  be  actuated  by  the  same  zeal,  and  practice  the  same 
means  of  gratifying  thei:r  wishes,  whetlier  the  improve- 
ment is  to  be  effected  by  a  county,  by  a  State,  or  by  the 
United  SUtes.  Whenever  a  Stale  engages  hugely  in 
public  undertakinn,  motives  of  interest  can,  with  equal 
propriety,  be  aser&ed  to  the  members  of  the  State  i*e 
gislatures,  as  to  the  representatives  of  the  same  people  in 
Congress. 


The  following  passage  in  the  President's  message  «iiy 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  committee  :  Tliat  "  tlie  ex- 
penditures heretofore  made  for  internal  improvcmcTits 
amount  to  upwards  of  five  millions  of  dollars,'*  and  tk«t 
the  estimated  expense  of  works  of  which  surveys  hart 
been  made,  together  with  that  of  others  projected  and 
partially  surveyed,  amounts  to  more  than  **  ninety-ax  mil- 
lions of  dollars."  The  committee,  apprehending  sone 
mistake  on  this  head,  directed  their  cliainnan  to  oifer 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  transmit  to  Con- 
gress a  statement  of  the  expenditures  heretofore  madeRr 
internal  improvements,  specifying  the  several  works,  ind 
the  expenditures  of  each  ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  esti- 
mated expense  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement  fb: 
which  surveys  have  been  made  t  tOj<ether  with  a  like 
statement  of  the  estimated  expense  of  other  works  pro- 
jected and  partially  surveyed. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  President  trans- 
mitted a  report  from  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Tm- 
sury,  firom  which  it  appears  thai  the  meaning  of  the  Pre- 
sident comprehended  objects  which  the  committee,  here- 
tofore, had  not  included  under  the  head  of  internal  imprpK- 
mente.  Their  idea  was,  that  the  term  internal  improre 
mentf  did  not  embrace  works  affording  facilities  to  fortsgn 
commerce  f  that  the  popular  acceptation  confined  it  ta 
roada  and  canals  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
clearfng  of  rivers  above  tide  water.  • 

It  appears  from  the  Treasury  documents^  that  the  ites 
of  "  five  millions  of  dollars  and  upwards,"  for  iuterrjl 
improvements,  embraces  not  only  expenditures  for  roads 
and  canals,  but  also  the  expenditures  of  the  Goremment, 
unce  Ua  eotn/nerteement^  *■  *  in  tmilding  piere^  imprtmng  ni 
preserving  port%  bays,  and  harhon,  and  remaomg  o&rtu- 
tknu  to  the  navigation  of  rivers.** 

The  tatter  objects,  and  others  of  a  similar  character, 
made  up  nearly  one  half  of  what  is  called  **  expendi- 
tures for  internal  improvements." 

In  referenoe*to  the  item  of  ninetv-six  millions  of  dol- 
lars  and  upwards,  the  communication,  in  answer  to  the 
call  of  the  House,  arranges  the  works  into  three  distinct 
classes— works  con^enced  hy  the  General  Goremment  : 
works  not  con^menced,  for  which  surveys  and  estimates 
have  been  made  ;  wgrks  projected  and  partially  surrey- 
ed  ;  the  estimates  for  the  last  class  bein^  conjecturd 
The  first  class  incbides  all  the  works  commenced  by  the 
General  Government,  and  amounts  only  to  three  fful- 
lions  seven  hundred  and  thirty 4wo  thousand  dollars,  em- 
bracing altoge^Jier  abt>ut  fifty  distinct  works  ;  forty -three 
of  which  are  building  piers,  improving  bays  and  harboni 
and  removing  obstructions  to  the  entrance  and  navigaiioa 
of  riven.  The  other  works  contained  in  this  class  are 
roads  now  under  construction^  all  of  which,  except  the 
Curoberiand  road,  are  in  tlie  territory  of  Michigan. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  second  class  is  near  Bitf 
millions.  It  embraces  fifly^fotir  works,  of  whicli  thirty- 
seven  are  for  the  improvements  of  harbors,  opening  the 
navigation  of  rivers,  and  the  erection  of  piers  and  break- 
waters. The  other  seventeen  are  surveys  and  estimate* 
of  routes  for  roads  and  canals. 

With  reference  to  the  remaining  c1as%  estimated  also 
at  about  fifty  millions,  it  is  made  up  of  all  the  variety  of 
works  embraced'  in  the  other  two  classes.  It  is  conjec- 
tural, and  founded  on  no  ascertained  data. 

The  works  executed  or  commenced  for  the  benefit  uf 
foreign  commerce  have  emanated  from  tlie  Committee  oa 
Commercei 

As  to  internal  improvements  proper,  the  President  is 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  30th  April,  1824^ to  cause  t/te 
necessary  surveys  and  estimates  to  be  made,  and  most  of 
them  have  originated  from  this  Executive  source.  There 
are  but  few  instances  in  which  Congress  would  be  ei- 

Kected  to  bear  the  whole  estimated  expense .    Under  the 
ead  of  the  second-class,  the  Chesap^Jce  and  Obio  Ct- 
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lal  is  put  down  at  an  estimate  of  near  twenty-two  and  a 
laifmiUions  of  dollars.  The  eastern  section  of  this  canal, 
.  space  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  miles,  between 
Vasliington  and  Cumberland,  and  more  than  half  the 
!:ng;th  of  the  entire  canal,  computed  separately  at  eight 
nillions  and  a  quarter  of  this  sum,  is  now  in  progress 
inder  the  direction  of  an  incorporated  company,  with  no 
ther  ud  from  Congress  than  the  subscription  of  a  single 
million  of  dollars,  and  with  resources,  acquired  or  anti« 
ip&ted,  adequate  to  its  completion  without  further  assist- 
nce  from  the  General  Gov^ernment. 

Under  the  same  head,  a  canal  from  Baltimore  to  the 
^otomac  river  is  estimated  at  nearly  three  millions  of  dol- 
i.rs;  but  tlie  project  is  abandoned:  and,  in  lieu  of  it,  a 
ail -road  is  projected,  and  contemplated  to  be  made  with 
irivate  funds. 

^When  we  consider  that  all  the  works  now  in  progress 
•n  the  seaboard,  and  in  the  interior,  only  amount  to  three 
millions  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  dollars, 
iO  Fears  need  be  entertained  of  the  caution  which  Congress 
^  ill  alwaj-s  observe  in  malcine  appropriations  of  money. 

The  committee  conader  the  detailed  communication 
rom  the  President  as  very  important;  and  lest  any  erro- 
ieous  impressions  be  made  concerning  it,  they  have 
teemed  it  proper  to  have  it  annexed  to  this  report. 

As  to  the  **  five  millions  of  dollars  and  upwards,"  ex- 
tended on  internal  improvements,  the  committee  refer  to 
he  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  20th 
>ecember,  1830,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
louse  of  Representatives  of  the  26th  of  May,  1830,  which 
3  also  appended  to  this  report. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Maysville  road,  the  Louisville 
tanal,  and  the  Washington  and  Frederick  turnpike,  the 
rommittee  will  barelv  remark,  that  the  two  latter,  in  their 
udginent,  arc  clearly  of  national  character.  The  one 
onnects  the  seat  of  Government  with  the  whole  Western 
country,  and  the  other  is  greatly  interesting  to  nine  or 
en  Stitcs.  The  Maysville  road  lies  in  the  heart  of  a  fine 
•.aiintry,  and  the  travelling  on  it  is  continual.  It  is  calcu- 
ated  to  facilitate  the  trade  of  a  rich  portion  of  the  Union 
vitli  Pittsburg,  the  lakes,  and  the  towns  and  villages 
y'lng  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  onwards  to  New 
>rleans. 

It  is  represented  **  that  the  present  state  of  the  road 
cquires  about  thirty-six  hours  for  the  transportation  of 
he  mail  from  Maysville  to  Lexington,  a  distance  of  sixty- 
IV e  milei,  and  that,  too,  on  horseback,  exposed  to  every 
(icident  of  weather.  This  state  of  things  generally  con- 
inues  about  six  or  seven  months  during  the  year,  making 
n  average  of  about  thirty  hours,  or  a  little  over  two  miles 
>er  hour,  for  the  transit  of  the  great  western  mail;  the 
ardy,  and  frequently  impeded  progress  of  which,  the 
>eopIe  of  the  West  have  long  considered  a  national 
;ric^'ance.**  A  good  road,  it  is  believed,  would  reduce 
he  transit  of  the  mail  from  Maysville  to  Lexington,  from 
hirty  to  six  hours,  in  all  seasons  of  the  year?  and 
rcate  a  saving  in  carrying  the  mail,  nearly  equal  to  the 
nterest  of  the  money  proposed  to  be  subscribed  by  the 
Jnited  States. 

This  is  but  a  limited  view  of  this  improvement.  It  is  in 
.  direct  line,  and  designed  as  a  link  in  the  contemplated 
lational  road  through  the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Ala- 
»ania,  and  Mississippi,  to  the  great  southwestern  mart  in 
he  State  of  Louisiana,  passing  by  many  towns;  traversing 
Kates  abounding  with  iron  ore,  and  the  various  produc- 
ions  of  the  soil  calculated  for  military  defence  and  inter- 
lal  trade.  In  a  case  thus  circumstanced,  the  committee 
tiink  that  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people 
/ere  the  appropriate  judges.  The  veto  power  had  been 
xerciscd,  in  cases  of  expediency,  but  two  or  three  times 
1  the  last  forty  years.  The  committee  will  pass  over 
hose  recently  made,  and  confine  themselves  to  the  prin- 
ciple which  the  power  contains. 
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The  presidential  veto,  considering  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining two-thirds,  is  nearly  as  absolute  here  as  m  Eng- 
land. No  cause  of  alarm  is  here  sunpested,  as  either 
actually  existing,  or  shortly  to  arise;  still  we  may  fall  on 
evil  timesj  when  a  vain  and  ambitious  man,  armed  wit! i  his 
constitutional  patronage,  would  seize  on  the  example 
afforded  by  a  popular  President  in  days  of  political  calm- 
ness. Should  the  people  become  ftmiKarized  with  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  it  would  lessen  respect  for  them- 
selves and  their  immediate  representatives,  and  be  a  vir- 
tual change  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  It  would 
enable  a  designing  man,  with  but  ordinary  addi*ess,  to 
ingratiate  the  favor  of  the  people,  even  in  opposition  to 
their  own  representatives;  and,  as  soon  as  the  sacred  spark 
of  confidence  in  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  legislation, 
through  their  representatives,  shall  be  dimmed  or  extin- 
guished, then,  indeed,  fears  for  the  liberties  of  the  country 
should  be  seriously  entertained.  This,  of  all  other  powers 
delegated  by  the  constitution,  ought  to  be  most  cautiously 
exercised. 

In  similar  views  on  this  subject,  the  committee  have 
been  preceded  in  the  report  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  President  Monroe's  message  of  1817,  which  grew 
out  of  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Legislature  and 
the  Executive  on  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
made  a  report,  in  which  the  foUowing  passage  occurs  in 
relation  to  this  contested  power: 

"Involving,  as  it  is  supposed,  a  great  constitutional 
question  on  the  one  hand,  and  intimately  connected  on  the 
other  with  the  improvement,  the  prosperity,  the  union; 
and  the  happiness  of  the  United  States,  it  presents  the 
fairest  claims  to  candid  and  diligent  investigation.  Nor  is 
it  without  additional  interest  from  the  division  of  opinion 
to  which  it  has  heretofore  given  rise  between  the  Execu- 
tive and  Legislative  branches  of  the  Government;  a  differ- 
ence which,  in  the  indulgence  of  the  rights  of  free  opin- 
ion, will  be  still  found  to  exist  between  the  sentiments 
promulgated  in  the  message  of  the  President,  and  those 
which  will  be  advanced  by  your  committee  in  this  report; 
nor  do  they  conceive  that  the  expression  in  the  message 
of  the  President,  of  an  opinion  unfavorable  to  the  consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  General  Government,  should  be 
permitted  to  have  any  influence  on  the  disposition  of  Con- 
gress to  legislate  on  this  interesting  subject.  For,  if  the 
constitutional  majority  of  the  two  Houses  should  differ 
with  the  Executive  Department,  the  opinion  of  the  latter, 
however  respectable,  must  yield  to  such  an  expression  of 
their  will.  On  the  other  hand,  if,  from  deference  to  an 
opinion  promulgated  in  an  Executive  communication.  Con- 
gress should  refrain  from  entering  upon  the  consideration 
of  a  question  involving  constitutional  doctrine,  it  might 
happen  that  the  opinion  of  the  President  would  prevent 
the  enaction  of  a  law,  even  though  there  should  be  the 
constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  in  its 
fiivor.  Thus,  by  the  introduction  of  such  a  practice,  the 
presidential  veto  would  acquire  a  force  unknown  to  the 
constitution,  and  the  Legislative  body  would  be  shorn  of 
its  powers,  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  its  strength,  or 
from  indisposition  to  exert  it.  Whilst  ^our  committee  are 
perfecUy  aware  that  nf  thing  like  this  is  contemplated  by 
the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  they  presume 
the  House  of  Representatives  will  scrupulously  avoid  a 
course  which  may  be  construed  into  a  dereliction  of  their 
privileges." 

In  reviewing  the  ground  over  which  we  have  gone, 
the  committee  cannot  perceive  the  "wrongs  of  the  part," 
or  "the  evils  to  be  arrested."  Who,  among  those  most 
unfriendly  to  national  improvements,  could  rejoice  in  the 
annihilation  of  what  has  been  already  accomplished }  The 
Cumberland  road,  admitting  its  gi^at  expense,  growing 
out  of  want  of  experience  in  the  construction  of  such 
works  at  the  time,  nas  been  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the 
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country.  Who  would  wish  its  advantajres  destroyed,  and 
the  dilapidation  of  the  dwellinn  and  flourishing  villages 
to  which  it  has  given  rise?  Who  would  desire  ignoi-ancc 
of  the  topography  of  many  importanta  parts  of  the  Union, 
in  preference  to  the  accurate  knowledge  of  which  we  are 
now  in  possesnon?  To  whom  would  it  give  |>leasure  to 
behold  the  impediments  in  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
replaced?  Would  any  patriot  resist  the  efforts  of  the  na- 
tion in  the  assistance  given  to  effect  a  communication  over 
the  Alleghany,  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  Ohio,  which 
Cieneral  Washington  had  so  much  at  heart,  and  to  which, 
in  his  opening  message  of  1823,  Preadent  Monroe  invited 
the  attention  of  Congress?  And,  lastly,  could  any  citizen 
desire  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  and  the  Dbmal 
Swamp  canal,  to  be  monumental  ruins  of  the  enterprise 
of  their  countr3nnen? 

The  committee  do  not  propose  to  meddle  with  ''  the 
discharge  of  the  pubfic  debt,"  as  now  provided  for  by  ex- 
isting laws.  But,  even  supposing  an  interference,  should 
its  trivial  amount  retard  the  rising  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try? If  we  dedre  to  be  an  example  to  the  other  nations 
of  the  earth,  let  us  not  fold  our  arms.  It  is  the  employ- 
ment of  the  mind,  and  the  activity  of  the  body,  tliat  be- 
stow  true  glory  on  a  nation.  We  can  perform  no  action 
more  beneficial  to  ourselves  and  posterity,  or  afford  no 
precedent  of  more  valuable  instruction  to  others,  than  to 
improve  the  natural  advantages  of  a  country  wluch  the 
beneficence  of  Providence  has  |^ven  us  to  dwell  upon,  and 
which  is  surpassed  by  none  withm  the  compass  of  tlie  ^obe. 

When  can  we  expect  a  more  favorable  opportunity  to 
pursue  this  great  and  good  cause  on  a  scale  intrinsically 
worthy  of  its  innportanoe,  and  of  the  extensive  resources 
of  this  powerful  nation  ?  If  station  gives  infiuence  to  indi- 
vidua!  opinions,  the  committee  are  fortified  with  those  of  | 


the  President's  two  predecessors,  who  agreed  in  scntimeai 
that  the  time  had  arrived  to  prosecute  national  imprwt- 
ments  with  the  funds  of  the  Umon.  Mr.  Monroe  used  these 
emphatic  words  when  the  public  debt  was  more  thia 
double  its  present  amount:  "It  is  of  the  highest  importance 
that  tlie  question  should  be  settled.  If  the  right  eiists,  it 
ought  forthwith  to  be  exercised." 

The  committee  will  trouble  the  House  with  only  a  f«w 
additional  remarks. 

A  change  of  public  sentiment  by  the  great  body  of  the 
people  is  intimated,  and  made,  in  part,  the  found*tion  cf 
future  action.  The  people,  ever  watchful  of  the  true  m- 
tcrestofthe  country,  embarked  early  in  this  cause  aad 
persevered  in  a  manner  the  most  remarkable  and  pn'w- 
worthy.  Although  checked  by  the  vetos  of  two  Prs- 
dents,  and  not  dieered  heartily  by  the  countenance  of 
any,  they  never  abandoned  the  pursuit  of  this  importuit 
object;  and.  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  sdmiB- 
istration,  af^er  the  severest  contest  the  country  had  e«r 
witnessed,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  coming  fresh 
from  among  them,  and  acquainted  with  their  feelings  ari 
wishes,  manifested  again  their  unrelaxed  zeal  in  laTor  oi 
promoting  their  country's  prosperity  by  national  improTt- 
mcnts.  If  there  is  any  change  of  public  opinion,  it  is  jib 
portant  that  it  should  be  known.  No  citizen  reveres  the 
voice  of  this  tribunal  more  than  our  Chief  Magistrate,  and 
none  can  give  more  accurate  information  on  the  subject 
than  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people.  Tljf 
committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution: 


.  Jieaohed,  That  it  is  expedient  that  tlie  General  Govern- 
ment  should  continue  to  prosecute  internal  iroproyemwb 
by  direct  appropriations  ohinoney,  or  by  subscriptions  far 
stock  in  companies  incorporated  in  the  respective  State*. 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

Tr^asvbt  Depahtheict,  Dectmber  15, 1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  •«  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  esti 
blish  the  Treasury  Department." 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  g^eat  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 


The  Hon.  the  Prxsideitt  qftke  Smait  U,  S. 


S.  D.  INGHAM, 
Seeniary  oftht  Treasury. 


REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  «« Act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  establish  tlie  Treasury  Department,"  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  following  report. 

1.    OP   THE    PrSLIC    REVSKUS    AWD    EXPEKDITCRES. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  all  sources,  during  the  year  1828,  were        .  .  - 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  year,  including  payments  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  and  in- 
cluding 1790,069  40  for  awards  under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  were 

llie  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  was        .  .  -  -  - 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  year  1829,  were   .  -  - 

Viz:  Customs  ..------ 

Lands     --------- 

Dividends  on  bank  stock  .----- 

Incidental  receipts  ------- 


$22,681,965  91 

l,517.ir5  13 

490,000  00 

138,486  34 


$24,763,629  ::> 


$5.9727435  81 
24,827,627  >'3 


Making,  with  the  balance,  an  aggregate  of      -----  " 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  year,  were       -  -  '//." 

Vix:  Civillist,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous,  including  $9,033  38  for 

awards  under  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  -  -  -    3,101,514  87 

Military  service,  including  fortifications,  ordnance,   Indian  affairs,  pensions,  ^ 

arming  the  militia,  and  internal  improvements  .  -  -  -    J,250,230  28 

Naval  service,  including  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  Navy  -  -    w^onJH  li 

Public  debt         --------  - 12,383,867  78 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1830,  of       - 


30,800,063  li^ 
25,044.353  4i 


5,755,r04  :^ 
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The  receipts  into  the  Tressuiy  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year, 

are  estimated  at     -  -  -  -  ...  .  .  .19,136,01879 

Viz: 
Customs        ........  17,268,122  74 

Lands 1,293,719  27 

Bank  dividends         .......       490,000  00 

Miscellaneous  .......         84,176  78 


The  receipts  for  the  fourth  quarter  are  estimated  at  -  -  -  -   5,025,000  00 

flaking  the  total  estimated  receipts  of  the  year       .......       24,161,01879 

And,  with  the  balance  on  the  1st  of  Jamtary,  1830^  forming  an  aggregate  of   '      -  •  -       29,916,723  58 

l^he  expenditures  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year  are  estimated 

at 20,780,936  84 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous  ...  2,460,872  48 
Military  service,  including  fortifications,  ordnance,  Indian  afiUrs, 

arming  the  militia,  and  internal  improvements  ...  5,728,976  52 
Naval  establishment,  including  the  gradual  improvement  of  the 

navy  ........  2,651,457  7S 

Public  debt  ......  ■  9,939,630  09 

The  expenditures  for  the  fourth  quarter,  including  $1,415,000  on  account  of  the 

public  debt,  are  esUmated,  on  data  furnished  by  the  respective  Departments,  at    4,316,004  98 

Making  the  total  estimated  expenditures  of  the  year  ......       25,096,94182 

And  leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1831,  an  estimated  balance  of  .  .         4^819,781  76 

kirhich,  however,  includes  the  funds,  estimated  at  $1,400,000,  heretofore  reported  by  tliis  Department  as  not  effective. 
The  appropriations  remaining  unsatisfied  at  the  close  of  the  year  are  estimated  at  $5,256,566  32;  but,  of  this 
amount,  it  is  estimated  by  the  proper  Departments, 

1 .  That  the  sum  of  $3,740,552  96,  only,  will  be  required  for  the  objects  for  which  they  were  appropriated; 
t2.  That  the  sum  of  $1,375,154  77  will  not  be  required,  and  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  an  excess  of  appro- 
priation, and  is  intended  to  be  applied,  witliout  being  reappropriated,  in  aid  of  the  service  of  the  year  1831, 
as  will  more  fully  appear  when  the  estimates  of  the  appropriations  for  that  year  are  presented; 
3.  That  the  sum  of  $140,858  59  will  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  at  the  close  of  the  year,  either  because  the  ob- 
jects for  which  it  was  appropriated  are  completed,  or  because  tliese  moneys  will  not  be  required  for,  or  will 
be  no  longer  applicable  to  them. 

2.    OF  TUI   PUBLIC   DKBT. 

rhe  total  amount  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  of  Janiwry,  1830,  was  -     $48,565,406  50 

Viz: 
.    Funded  debt         ........  48,522,869  93 

Consisting  of — 
lix  per  cent,  stock  -------    6,440,556  17 

•JVC  per  cent,  stocks,  including  the  $7,000,000  subscribed  to  the 
Hank  of  the  United  States  -  -  -  -  -  12,792,000  20 

'cKir  ami  a  half  per  cent,  stock        ....  -  15,994,064  11 

•lirce  percent  stocks         .....  -  13,296,249  45 

.    Unfunded  debt     --.-.-.--         42,536  57 
Consisting  of —  = — 

,egistered  debt,  being  claims  registered  prior  to  the  year  1798,  for 
services  and  supplies  during  the  Revolutionsry  war        •  -  28,921  48 

reaaury  notes  outstanding  ------  8,010  00 

[ississippi  stock  outstandmg  .....  5,605  09 

he  payments  made,  and  to  be  made,  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  for  the  year 
1830,' are  estimated  at       ....---  -11,354,63009 

f  this  sum  there  will  liave  been  paid  for  interest  .  .  .  -  .    1,912,415  27 

•  - 

alcine  the  reduction  in  the  principal  ...*--..  9,442,314  83 

ix:  Six  per  cents.  --....--.    6,440,556  17 

Five  per  cents,  subscribed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States    -  -  -    3,000,000  00 

Registered  debt  .....--.  225  65 

Treasury  notes  ........  833  00 

Mississippi  stock  -  -  -  ...  -  -  -  600  00 

And  leaving  the  total  debt  on  the  1st  of  January,  1831  .  -  -  .  -        39,123,191  68 

x:  Funded  debt    - 39,083,461  88 

Unfunded  debt 40,729  80 
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Of  tlie  sum  applied  to  the  public  debt  in  the  year  1830, 
^10,000,000  were  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
year,  under  the  second  section  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of 
1817;  and  tlie  remaining  $1,354,630  09,  taken  from  sur- 
plus ironeys  in  the  Treasury,  were,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  l'*und,  and  applied  under  the  first 
section  of  the  act  of  24tli  May  last. 

The  five  per  cent,  stock  subscribed  to  the  bank  being 
at  all  times  subject  to  redemption,  and  the  high  market 
price  of  other  stocks  not  offering  any  inducement  to  pur- 
chase, the  discretionary  authority  gfiven  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  the  second  section  of  the  act 
last  referred  to,  has  not  been  exercised;  and,  from  the 
large  amount  of  debt  that  is  redeemable  in  the  year  1831, 
and  within  the  first  two  days  of  1832,  it  is  not  probable 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  resort  to  it  in  the  year  1831. 

The  debt  which  will  remain  unpaid  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1831,  will  be  redeemable  as  follows: 
At  the  pleasure  of  the  Go- 
vernment,   .        -        -  $13,296,397  57  of  3  per  cents. 
And  ...     4,000,000  00  of  5  per  cents., 

subscription  to 
Bank  of  U.  S. 
Afler  six  months'  notice,  -      1,539,336  16  of  4^  per  cents. 
Afler  31st  Dec.  1831,       -      5,000,000  00  of  4^  do. 
After  1st  January,  1832,  -     5,000,000  00  of  4^  do. 
And  -        -        -         999,999  13  of  5  do. 

Afler  31st  Dec.  1832,       -  56,704  77  of  5  do. 

And  -        -        .      2,227,363  97  of  4i  do. 

After  31st  Dec.  1833,       -     2,227,363  98  of  4^  do. 
Afler  1st  January,  1835^  •     4,735,296  30  of  5  do. 

As  the  means  for  the  redemption  of  those  portions  of 
the  public  debt  which  are  redeemable  at  the  commence- 
ment of  any  year  are  to  be  provided  at  the  close  of  the 
previous  year,  and  are  actually  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
at  that  time,  such  stocks  may  be  considered,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  report,  as  redeemable  in  the  previous  year. 

3.    or   THX    ESTIMATES   OF   THE   PUBLIC    BEVEKUS,  AND   XX- 
PEKDITfTHES  FOB  THX  TKAB  1831. 

The  amount  of  imports  into  the  United  States  for  the 
year  endingp.on  the  30th  of  September,  1830,  is  estimated 
at  $68,500,000,  and  the  amount  of  exports  at  $73,800,000; 
of  which  $59,400,000  were  domestic,  and  $14,400,000 
foreign  products. 

The  amount  of  custom-house  bonds  in  suit,  on  the  30th 
September  last,  was  $6,865,420;  which  sum  includes  all 
that  remain  in  suit  ance  the  establishment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  exceeds,  bj  $i73,706,  the  amount  in  suit  on  the 
corresponding  day  of'^the  last  year. 

The  amount  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  which 
accrued  in  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  1830,  is  es- 
timated at  $20,570,000,  and  m  the  fourth  quarter  at 
$5,610,000. 

The  amount  of  debentures  issued  during  the  first  three 
Quarters  of  tlie  year  1830  is  estimated  at  $3,331,895;  and 
Uie  amount  outstanding  on  the  30th  September  last,  and 
chargeable  upon  the  year  1831,  at  $l,411»60l. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  accruing  duty  on  coffee  and 
cocoa  imported  in  1830,  and  remaining  in  store  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1831,  will  be  reduced  about  $500,000,  by  the 
operation  of  the  acts  of  the  last  session,  reducing  the  du- 
ties on  those  articles;  and  that  the  duties  on  coffee,  cocoa, 
salt,  and  molasses,  accruing  in  1831,  and  pavabl^  within 
that  year,  will,  upon  a  like  consumption  to  that  of  1829, 
be  further  diminished  by  those  acta  about  $600,000.  The 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  tonnage,  which'wiU  take  effect  on 
the  1st  of  April  next,  will  further  reduce  the  revenue  of 
the  next  year  about  $75,000.  The  subsequent  reduction 
of  the  duties  on  tea,  cofi*ee,  and  salt,  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1832,  will  probably  lessen  the  usual  importation  of  those 
articles  for  the  demand  of  1831.    But  the  influence  of 


these  circumstances  upon  the  revenue  will  be,  in  some  de- 
gree, counteracted  by  the  increased  capacity  of  the  coub- 
try  for  consumption,  as  evinced  by  the  enlarged  amount 
of  domestic  exports,  tlie  general  prosperity  of  mercantile 
business,  and  the  favorable  state  of  exchan|^  with  forrign 
countries;  to  which  may  be  added  the  opemngof  thetndc 
with  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the 
NoKh  American  continent. 

The  revenue  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  knds  wifl 
be  improved  by  the  same  general  causes  which  tend  to 
improve  that  from  the  customs. 

From  a  view  of  all  those  facts  and  considerations,  the 
receipts  for  the  year  1831  are  estimated  at  $23,340,000, 
viz: 
Customs,  -  -  -  -  -  $21,000,000  00 

Lands, 1,700,000  UO 

Bank  dividends,  ....  490,00000 
Incidental  receipts,  including  arrears  of 

internal  duties,  direct  tax,  and  canal  tolls,         150,000  00 

$23,340,000  00 


The  expenditures  for  1831  are  estimated  at  $23,228,065  86^ 

viz: 

Civil  fist,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscel- 
laneous, ...  -    $2,585,152  SS 

Military  service,  including  fortifications, 
ordnance,  Indian  affairs,  pensions,  arm- 
ing the  militia,  and  internal  improve- 
ment,   -  -  -  -  -      6,789,317  89 

Naval  service,  including  the  gradual  im- 
provementof  thenavy,     -        -  -     3,853,595.'? 

Public  debt,  ....    10,000,000  W 


$23,228,065  86 


In  the  estimate  of  expenditures  for  1831,  are  included 
$1,375,154  77  of  the  appropriations  for  1830,  which  ver; 
not  required  for  the  service  of  that  year;  and  are  applicable 
for  the  service  of  1831 ,  witliout  being  re-appropriated,  tiz. 
civil,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous,  $40,833  1^; 
miliUry,  $815,921  10;  and  navid,  $518,400  49. 

In  respect  to  tlie  cluties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  tbe 
estimate  above  presented  will  not  apply  for  the  succed- 
ing  year;  for,  when  the  reduction  made  at  the  last  sesaiwi 
shall  have  gone  into  full  effect,  the  revenue  will,  according 
to  the  average  of  the  last  four  years,  viz.  from  1826  to 
1829,  inclusive,  be  diminished  $3,664,435. 

The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  will  probabK 
be  somewhat  increased;  but  the  amount  of  these  sdes  will 
be  limited  by  the  ability  of  those  who  purchase  lands  for 
their  own  cultivation,  adventurous  speculation  having 
ceased  with  the  credit  system.  This  source  of  rerenoe, 
therefbre,  except  so  far  as  it  may  be  affected  by  future 
legislation,  may  be  relied  upon  hereafter  to  sustain  tbe 
estimate  made  for  1831. 

The  reduction  in  the  rcceip'ts  from  the  customs  vlll  be 
partially  made  up  by  an  increased  importation  of  the  arti- 
cles on  which  the  duties  have  been  reduced,  at  least  so  fv 
as  the  consumption,  of  them  niay  have  been  hitherto  re- 
strained by  the  amount  of  the  duty;  but  the  reduction  in 
the  rates  of  duty  is  so  great,  that  no  increase  in  tbe  con* 
sumption  can  be  looked  for  so  extensive  as  to  make  up  anr 
considerable  portion  of  tbe  deficiency;  and,  although  tbe 
income  ^nd  exjienditure  of  the  community  may  contintc 
to  bear  the  same  relation  to  each  other  as  heretofore,  tbe 
amount  of  the  duty  saved  to  the  consumer,  instead  of  bti^ 
applied  wholly  to  the  purchase  of  an  increased  quantity  « 
those  articles,  will  be  distributed  upon  all  the  articles « 
consumption,  domestic  and  foreign,  dutiable  and  free. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  probable  changes  in  the  n«^ 
operations  of  the  Government,  when  the  public  debt  sm« 
be  completely  extinguished,  it  is  worthy  of  obaerrttiOfn 
that,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  year,  (1828,)  thi'^' 
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las  been  a  gradual  reduction  of  imports  since  the  year 
.825,  and  a  continued  reduction  in  the  exports  of  foreign 
nerchandise  during  the  same  period.  These  facts  suggest 
'arious  considerations,  to  be  taken  into  view  in  estimating 
he  future  revenues  of  the  Government;  they  also  show, 
mong  other  matters  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  navigating 
nterest  employed  in  foreign  commerce,  and  particularly 
n  the  carrying  trade,  must  have  suffered  a  material  de- 
gression. That  portion  of  the  canying  trade  which  is  un- 
ettered  foy  navigation  laws  will  necessarily  fall  into  the 
lands  of  those  who  can  navigate  cheapest;  and  this  falling 
»jf  gives  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  superiority,  hereto- 
bre  claimed  for  American  skill  and  economy  in  this  pursuit, 
s  yielding  to  more  fortunate  rivalry,  and  sugfgests  the  ex- 
»ediency  of  considering  how  far  that  interest  may,  without 
njury  to  others,  be  refievedfrom  its  depression. 

The  annexed  paper,  marked  M,  exhibits  a  detailed 
;tatement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  imports  and  ex- 
)orts  liable  to  specific  duties,  and  the  value  of  those  pay- 
ng  ad  valorem  duties,  and  of  those  free  of  duty,  from  the 
rear  1821  to  1829  inclusive;  and  will  furnish  the  means 
)f  ascertaining  the  increase  or  decrease  of  each  branch  of 
mport  and  export  trade,  and  the  probable  effect  of  any 
>roposed  change,  as  well  upon  the  revenue  as  upon  the 
various  interests  with  which  they  are  connected. 

Should  it  be  contemplated  by  Congress  to  make  any 
iirther  reduction  of  the  revenues  preparatory  to  the  pe- 
•iod  of  the  filial  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  it  is 
•espectfully  suggested,  that,  in  order  to  avoid  impairing 
he  necessary  means  for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the 
jovernment,  or  encroaching  upon  the  sinking  fund,  it 
vill  be  proper  that  such  reduction  should  take  effect  at 
I  period  sufficiently  remote  for  the  payment  of  the  entire 
lebt,  as  the  reduction  made  at  the  last  session  will  barely 
eave  sufficient  revenue  for  those  objects  during  the  en- 
uing  four  years.  But  there  are  some  articles  on  which 
he  duty  may  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  revenue, 
ind  with  advantage  to  other  interests.  The  most  striking 
example  of  this  nature  will  be  found  in  the  duty  laid  on 
ipices.  If  the  imports  and  exports  of  these  articles, 
cnown  to  be  extensively  consumed,  but  not  produced,  in 
he  United  States,  be  compared,  it  will  be  seen  that, 
luring  the  seven  years  preceding  1828,  the  nominal  ex- 
>orts  have  exceeded  in  value  the  nominal  imports  by  the 
lum  of  $168,155.  Whether  the  consumption  has  been 
supplied  by  fraudulent  importations,  or  whether  deben- 
urcs  have  been  paid  on  fraudulent  exportations,  the  fact 
s  conclusive  evidence  that  nothing  can  be  lost  by  impos- 
iig:  a  lower  duty  on  those  articles.  The  comparison  for 
he  last  two  years  exhibits  a  more  fiivorable  result;  but 
he  difference  is  still  much  less  than  the  actual  consump- 
ion:  and  where  such  extensive  frauds  have  been  so  suc- 
•essfuUy  practised,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  that  any 
legTce  of  vigfilance  sufficient  to  prevent  them  can  be  per- 
Tianently  maintained  under  the  same  temptation. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  respectfully  invited  to  the 
:>peration  of  a  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
' «  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of  the  duties 
>n  imports,"  passed  28th  May,  1830.  The  rule  therein 
srescribed  for  appraising  certain  goods  in  packages,  by 
tdopting  the  value  of  the  best  article  in  each  package  as 
LTi  average  for  the  whole,  went  into  effect  on  the  1st  of 
Gtctober  last.  The  notice  was  too  short  to  allow  of  new 
>rders  being  given  in  all  cases;  and  some  embarrassment 
las  arisen  in  the  appraisement  of  such  articles  as  had,  for 
the  convenience  of  trade,  and  without  any  intent  to  dc- 
raud  the  revenue,  been  usually  put  up  in  mixed  pack- 
ig-es.  In  anticipation  of  this  difficulty,  directions  were 
^ven  to  the  Collectors  to  ascertain,  until  the  Ist'of  Janua- 
•y  next,  the  difference,  in  each  case,  between  the  amount 
if  duty  imposed  according  to  this  mode,  and  that  which 
yvould  have  accrued  accortfing  to  the  customary  mode; 
>ut,  as  the  bonds  have  been  taken  for  the  duties  on  the 


average  value,  some  legislative  provision  will  be  necessary 
to  afford  the  proper  refief.  It  may  also  be  expedient 
to  except  some  articles  from  the  operation  of  the  clause 
before  referred  to.  Laces,  in  particular,  are  represented  to 
be  almost  necessarily  imported  of  different  qualities  in  the 
same  package;  and  some  permanent  inconvenience  will  be 
incurred  to  the  trade  in  these  articles,  if  the  importer  is 
obliged  to  have  them  assorted.  It  is  also  desirable  that 
the  characterof  the  package  for  each  description  of  goods 
reauired  to  be  appraised  upon  the  average  of  the  best 
article,  should  be  defined  by  law.  The  Department  has 
endeavored  to  obviate  some  of  the  inconveniences  arising 
from  the  change,  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  the  ob- 
jects of  the  act,  by  allowing  the  parcels  of  such  good^ 
which  were  put  up  separately,  and  designated  as  packages 
on  the  invoice,  though  enclosed  in  one  general  package, 
to  be  regarded  as  packages  for  appraisement  within  the 
meaning  of  the  law.  But  the  constant  efforts  to  abuse 
this  regulation  on  the  part  of  some  of  those  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  adopted,  and  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  fix- 
ing, without  specific  legislation,  any  positive  limit  to  the 
extent  of  the  parcel  to  be  deemed  a  package,  will  proba- 
bly render  it  necessary,  should  no  alteration  of  the  law 
be  made,  to  rescind  the  order,  and  to  recognise  no  other 
package  than  the  entire  quantity  put  up  in  one  exterior 
box  or  envelope.  The  general  operation  of  the  clause  is 
found,  however,  to  be  oeneficial:  it  facilitates  despatch 
and  uniformity  in  the  appraisement  of  goods,  as  well  as 
prevents  frauds  on  the  revenue;  and,  with  the  aid  of  the 
modifications  suggested,  mercantile  ingenuity  will,  no 
doubt,  find  means,  by  conforming  the  packages  to  the 
objects  of  the  law,  to  avoid  its  inconveniences. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  g^ve  greater  efficiency  to 
the  revenue  cutter  service;  but  it  has  become  manifest 
that  the  compensation  allowed  by  law  to  the  officci*s  is 
inadequate.  The  office  of  third  lieutenant  may,  without 
injury  to  the  service,  be  abolished;  and,  if  ian  equivalent 
of  the  compensation  now  allowed  to  that  officer,  were 
divided  between  the  other  officers,  and  some  addition 
made  to  the  compensation  of  the  warrant  officers,  to  whom 
important  tnists  are  confided,  the  service  would  be  essen- 
tially improved,  with  but  little  increase  of  expense. 

The  regulations  adopted  for  carrying  into  more  com- 
plete effect  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  revenue  arising  from 
customs,  will  be  hereafter  communicated,  in  obedience  to 
the  directions  of  the  10th  section  of  the  act  in  alteration 
of  the  teveral  acts  imposing  duties  on  impoi-ts,  passed  19th 
May,  1828.  There  is  reason  to  believe  tiiat  material  be- 
nefit has  already  been  derived  from  them,  and  that  the 
measures  adopted  will  improve  in  their  effect  with  the  in< 
creased  experience  of  the  officers. 

The  reduction  of  the  duty  on  salt,  made  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  will  take  place  on  the  1st  of  January,  1831, 
and  1st  January,  1832,  respectively,  would  seem  to  ren- 
der it  proper  to  make  a  corresponding  reduction  in  the 
drawback  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  pickled  fish,  which 
is  fixed  by  the  act  of  29th  July,  1813,  at  twenty  cents  per 
barrel,  that  being  at  the  time  the  duty  charged  on  one 
bushel  of  salt.  Unless  the  law  allowing  the  drawback 
shall  be  previously  modified,  the  exporter  will  begin  to 
receive,  after  the  1st  of  January  next,  a  ereater  amount 
of  drawback  than  the  duty  previously  paid  on  the  salt. 

It  is  of  great  importance,  as  well  to  the  revenue  as  to 
all  the  interests  involved  in  the  importation  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise, that  the  action  of  the  custom-houses  should  se- 
cure, as  nearly  as  possible,  a  uniform  payment  of  duty 
upon  the  proper  value  of  imports,  as  contemplated  by 
law;  but  there  are  insuperable  difficulties  opposed  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  object,  under  the  present  system 
of  impost  duties,  to  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
would  respectfully  invite  the  serious  attention  of  Congress. 

The  valuation  on  which  the  ad  valorem  duties  are  now 
laid,  is  ascertained  from  the  true  or  current  value  of  the 
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goods  in  the  market  of  the  foreign  country  in  which  they 
were  manufactured  or  produced,  with  the  addition  of  cer- 
tain charges*  and  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  as  the  case  may 
be,  when  imported  from  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  The  aggregate  of  these  items  on  which 
the  duties  are  laid  is  presumed  to  be  the  value  of  the 

foods  when  offered  for  sale  in  tlie  United  States  market; 
ut  such  is  rarely  the  fact.  It  is  not  possible  for  the  offi- 
cers, even  at  any  one  custom-house,  to  ascertain  the  current 
value  in  the  foreign  market  witli  such  precision  as  will 
render  it  an  item  of  uniform  ratio  to  that  of  tlie  current 
value  in  the  United  States;  and,  whatever  approach  might 
be  made  to  this  point  hy  one  set  of  officers,  aided  by  long 
experience  and  superior  skill,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
the  officers  of  nearlv  one  hundred  separate  custom-house 
establishments  can  be  so  well  informed  of  the  value  of 
goods  at  all  the  places  of  exportation,  or  so  equally  qualified 
by  ability  and  disposition  for  the  performance  of  this  diffi- 
cult duty,  as  to  secure  any  reasonable  degree  of  uniformity 
in  the  imposition  of  the  customs  at  all  the  places  of  impor- 
tation. These  difficulties,  added  to  the  general  repugn 
nance  of  the  officers  to  be  drawn  into  collision  with  the 
importei*s,  will  always  render  the  invoice  pnces  of  mer- 
chandise the  cliief  standard  of  current  value  in  the  foreign 
market;  and  corrections  will  only  be  made  in  cases  of  pal- 
pable error.  This  defective  operation  is  the  highest  per- 
fection which  the  present  system  appears  to  be  capable  of; 
but  there  are  other  important  objections  to  it,  which  are 
worthy  of  great  consideration.  All  impost  ^duties  are  in- 
tended to  be  paid  by  the  consumer.  The  present  plan 
frequently  obliges  the  importer  to  pay  them,  and  proba- 
bly as  oflen  compels  the  consumer  to  pay  more  tlian  the 
proper  charge  upon  his  consumption.  When  goods  are 
bought  at  high  prices  in  the  foreign  market,  and  brought 
into  a  depressed  market  at  home,  the  duty  may  greatly 
exceed  the  advance  which  the  importer  is  able  to  sell  for; 
in  which  event,  a  part  or  the  whole  of  it  falls  on  the  im- 
porter: but  if  the  goods  are  bouglit  at  prices  below  the 
usual  current  value,  and  brought  into  a  market  where  the 
demand  is  brisk,  the  consumer  pays  not  only  the  duty,  but 
nearly  as  great  a  price  for  the  goods  as  if  the  duty  were 
laid  on  their  true  value  at  the  place  of  importation.  In 
the  first  case,  the  operation  may  prove  ruinous  to  the  im- 
porter; and,  in  the  last,  he  receives  in  his  profits  a  portion 
of  what  ought  to  accnie  to  the  Government.  By  these 
operations,  manifest  injury  is  oflen  done  either  to  the  Go- 
vernment, the  consumer,  or  the  importer;  tlie  uncertainty 
and  hazard  of  commercial  enterprise  are  increased;  and, 
wliatever  failures  ensue,  the  Government  will  generally 
incur  a  considerable  portion  of  the  loss. 

As  lon^  as  the  current  value,  or  rather  the  mvoice  price 
of  goods  in  the  foreign  market,  is  made  the  basis  on  which 
duties  are  laid,  peculiar  advantages  will  be  given  to  those 
who  have  the  best  opportunities  of  purchasing  or  making 
up  invoices  at  rates  below  the  current  value.  The  pur- 
chaser who  Liys  in  his  goods  low  not  cnly  derives  a  profit 
directly  from  this  circumstance,  but  from  the  difference 
in  the  amount  of  duty  paid  on  them  at  the  custom-house. 
For  instahce,  a  difference  of  ten  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of 
an  article  paying  a  duty  of  fifly  per  cent,  gives  an  advan- 
tage of  fifteen  per  cent,  to  an  importer  who  can  purchase 
his  goods  at  ten  per  cent,  lower  than  another.  This  ad- 
vantage is  greatly  increased  under  the  operation  of  the 
classification  of  woollen  cloths.  These  are  now  neces- 
sarily imported  at  prices  near  the  minimum  points;  and 
tliosc  who  can  manage,  either  by  making  better  pur- 
chases, or  by  disguising  the  current  value  in  the  invoice, 
to  introduce  cloths  under  a  class  of  duty  below  that  to 
which  they  belong,  derive  a  much  greater  advantage  than 
above  stated.  The  cloths  so  transferred  on  tlie  scale  of 
duties  may  pay  in  one  case  forty-five  cents  per  yard,  in- 
stead of  one  dollar  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  and  such  im- 
porters may  monopolise  the  supply  of  an  extensive  part  of 


the  market  for  that  uticle,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  thoe 
who  have  less  favorable  opportunities  for  purchasn^  or 
will  not  resort  to  unfair  means  in  preparing  their  invokts. 
The  necessary  effect  of  the  system  is,  therefore,  to  thnw 
an  extensive  branch  of  the  importing  business  into  the 
hands  of  foreign  merclianta,  who  can  ahrays  lay  ip  their 
goods  on  better  terms  than  American  houses  having  no 
connexion  abroad,  and  into  the  hands  of  those  who,  vh^ 
ther  foreign  or  American,  are  the  least  scrupulous  of  the 
means  of  gain.  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  adTio> 
tag^  which  the  American  merchant  has  in  selling  is  equrn- 
lent  to  that  which  the  foreigner  has  in  purchasing;  but  he 
cannot  also  compete  with  a  different  rate  of  duty.  Sudi 
a  system,  therefore,  must  either  corrupt  the  Amcricao 
merchant,  or  expel  him  from  all  those  branches  of  bua- 
ness  in  which  these  operations  can  be  carried  on  with  ix- 
cess.  It  is  believed  that  an  effectual  remedy  for  this  se- 
rious and  growing  evil,  is  to  adopt  the  current  value  ofaD 
goods  (subject  to  ad  valorem  duty)  in  the  United  Stata 
as  the  true  dutiable  value — disregarding,  of  course,  the 
cost  in  the  foreign  market,  and  excluding  all  chai^^and 
additions.  Such  a  change,  though  important  in  its  cm- 
sequences,  will  not  vary  the  principle  on  which  imposi 
duties  are  now  presumed  to  be  laid,  and  is  in  confonmt}- 
with  that  which  has  long  been  practised  in  tlie  most  com- 
mercial nation  of  Europe.  According  to  this  plan,  instead 
of  resorting  to  vague  and  arbitrary  rules  to  asccrtjun  the 
value  of  goods  in  the  United  States,  this  object  my  be 
attained  by  direct  means.  Ordinary  experience,  skill,  aal 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  proper  officers,  will  enable 
them  to  determine,  with  all  necessary  accuracy,  the  cur- 
rent value  in  their  own  vicinity;  and  the  mass  of  infone- 
tion  which  might  readily  be  collected  to  correct  error,  if 
any  should  be  made  by  them,  could  not  fail  to  secure  a 
just  and  equal  appraisement.  This  being  accomplished, 
the  Government  will  receive  the  whole  duty  paid  by  the 
consumer,  and  no  more;  the  price  of  goods  will  be  taost 
steady;  merchants  will  be  exposed  to  less  hazard;  and  the 
opportunity  of  fair  competition  between  the  Anaericaiuei 
foreign  merchuint^^so  far  as  it  can  be  effected  by  the  act.o:i 
of  the  Government,  will  be  restored  to  that  equalitj  wbidi 
a  liberal  policy  cannot  deny  to  foreigners,  and  which » 
wise  Government  will  always  desire  to  secure  to  its  ovr. 
citizens. 

An  additional  reason  for  the  proposed  cliange  may  be 
found  in  the  difference  between  the  relative  values  of  gt* 
and  silver,  as  established  by  different  nations,  and  the  la- 
bility to  error  in  estimating  by  law  tlie  value  of  foropi 
moneys  of  account  in  tliose  of  the  United  States.  •  Tim 
may  be  illustrated  by  referring  to  the  money  relations « 
the  United  States  with  Great  Britain  and  with  Portugal- 
The  English  pound  sterling  is  fixed  by  law  at  four  dollars 
and  forty-four  cents.  United  States  money,  while  it  is  vorta 
about  four  dollars  and  eighty  cents;  hence,  the  import^'' 
of  goods  invoiced  in  sterling  money  pays  a  duty  on  sevca 
and  a  half  per  cent.  less  than  they  have  actually  cost.  The 
milh^a  of  Portugal  is  established  by  law  at  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  cents:  its  actual  value  in  United  Stats 
money  is  Ul^%%  cents,  consequently,  the  »J»P»'^*r^ 
goods  fvQUi  Portugal  pays  duty  on  about  eleven  and  a  h«J 
per  cent,  more  than  their  actual  cost;  which  makes  tJie 
difference  between  the  valuation  on  which  dnties  arc  ira- 

Eosed  at  tlie  custom-house,  on  goods  imported  from  Eag- 
ind  and  Portugal,  about  nineteen  per  cent,  in  favor  of  tw 
importations  from  the  former.  These  dSscrepancjOj « 
well  as  all  tliose  which  arise  from  the  occasional  introduc- 
tion of  paper  and  other  currencies  in  foreign  countrie, 
whose  proportional  value  to  gold  or  silver  cannot  be  «- 
curately  ascertained,  will  be  avoided  by  adopting  ihe\v^ 
of  the  goods  in  the  United  States  market  as  the  baas  Jcr 
charging  duties.  ,  This  effect  of  the  monetary  sywfj 
should  of  course  be  taken  into  consideration  in  fixu>ir"'^ 
(unount  of  duty  in  conformity  with  the  proposed  change 
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It  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  rate  of  duty  imposed  in  this 
form  somewhat  lower  than  the  present,  exclusive  of  the 
allowance  for  the  difference  in  the  money,  would  not  only 
produce  more  revenue,  but  give  more  stable  and  substantial 
••eciirity  to  the  interests  of  manufactures  and  commerce. 

The  only  objections  to  this  change  which  appear  to  have 
weight,  are,  first,  the  difficulty  of  making  so  minute  an 
appraisement  as  would  be  necessary  of  all  the  articles  of 
importation,  without  a  considerable  increase  of  custom- 
liouse  officers;  and,  secondly,  of  making  the  appraise- 
ment uniform  at  all  the  ports.  The  first  may,  it  is  be- 
lieved, be  obviated  by  an*anging  the  goods  into  classes  ac- 
cording to  value,  in  such  manner  as  to  render  the  appraise- 
ment not  more  laborious  than  at  present.  These  being  so 
iflj  listed  as  not  materially  to  vary  the  rate  of  duty  between 
contiguous  classes,  and  yet  sufficiently  distinct  to  enable 
Lhe  appraisers  to  assign  each  article,  with  reasonable  ac- 
curacy, to  its  proper  class,  aided  by  an  invoice  of  the  goods 
It  their  value  in  the  United  States,  to  be  furnished  on  oath 
L>y  the  importer,  would  secure  all  the  facilities  desired  for 
expedition  and  accuracy  in  the  appraisement,  with  but  lit- 
tle addition  to  the  number  of  officers  or  the  expenses  of 
:hc  custom-house.  The  second  objection  applies  to  the 
present  system  with  more  force  than  to  that  proposed;  but 
lKIs  difficulty  may  be  removed  by  establishing  a  regidar 
nterconimunication  and  transmission  of  prices  current  and 
»mp]es  between  the  custom-houses,  which  could  not  fail 
:o  prevent  abuses,  and  secure  a  more  uniform  appraise- 
nent  than  when  the  valuation  is  based  on  prices  in  the  fo- 
•eig-u  market,  inasmuch  as  it  will  be  easier  to  ascertain  the 
current  prices  at  the  principal  marts  of  commerce  in  the 
LJnitcd  States  than  in  those  of  foreign  countries. 

In  recommending  these  important  modifications  in  the 
mpost  s^'stem,  as  well  as  those  suggested  in  the  last  annual 
•eport.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  it  is  deemed  by 
he  Department  very  undesirable  to  make  frequent  changes 
n  nneasures  of  public  policy  which  affect  so  extensively 
ndtv'.dual  as  well  as  public  interests,  and  that  proceedings 
>f  this  nature  should  be  subjected  to  a  careful  scnitiny, 
ind  ample  time  given  by  way  of  notice  to  all  who  may  be 
ifFccted  by  them,  as  well  foreigners  as  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  before  they  are  carried  into  effect.  But, 
lot  withstanding  this  indisposition  to  change,  it  is  proper 
o  remark  that  much  of  the  legislation  upon  this  subject, 
uncc  the  act  of  2d  March,  1799,  has  been  adopted  chiefly 
vitli  a  view  to  promote  particular  objects  of  special  interest 
>ressing  upon  the  Government  at  tlie  moment  of  its  action; 
ind  hence  some  necessary  precautions  for  guarding  the 
'eventie,  and  avoiding  the  injuries  liable  to  be  inflicted 
>y  the  changes  upon  those  engaged  in  commerce  afnd  other 
>ursuits,  seem  to  have  been  overlooked.  The  approach- 
ng"  crisis  in  the  fiscal  policy  of  the  United  States  will  re- 
|uire  a  revision  of  an  important  part  of  the  system;  and 
he  opportunity  will  be  propitious  for  a  general  review  of 
ts  defects.  The  proposed  modifications  are,  therefore, 
lO'W  presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress.  To  affoi-d 
ime  for  mature  deliberation,  and  for  collecting  all  the  in- 
brmation  tliat  may  be  necessary,  if  their  adoption  should 
»e  determined  on,  to  reconcile  individual  interests  with 
hoae  of  the  Government. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  D.  INGHAM, 
Secretary  of  Hit  Treasury, 

Xrearuht  Dipahtmsxt, 

December  15,  1830. 


UNITED  STATES'  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Wkst  PoiifT,  June  24,  1850. 

Sik:  The  Board  of  Visiters  to  the  Military  Academy  of 
Vest  Point,  having  completed  their  examinations,  I  here- 
rlth  transmit  their  general  report,  upon  the  various  sub- 


Jects  to  which  their  attention  was  called;  together  with 
the  sub-reports  of  the  committees,  upon  which  the  genertil 
report  was  founded. 

I  hifVe  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

MONTFOHT  STOKES,  of  N.  C. 

President  of  the  Board. 
The  Hon.  Joinc  H.  Eato^,  Secretary  of  JVar, 

UwiTED  Statis'  Military  Acadimt, 

West  Poixt,  June,  1830. 

Honored  by  an  invitation  to  visit  the  United  States*  Mi- 
litary Academy  at  West  Point,  we  have  continued  some 
weeks  industriously  occupied  in  the  arduous,  important, 
and  delightful  task  assigned  to  our  care.  You  requested 
us  to  be  full  and  free  in  our  investigfation  of  every  depart- 
ment; we  have  literally  obeyed  that  injunction,  and  now 
come  respectfully  to  present  the  result  of  our  labors,  not 
in  a  strain  of  formal  applause,  but  in  candidly  discussing, 
on  their  separate  merits,  a  few  of  the  leading  topics  which 
have  presented  themselves. 

Whoever  has  closely  viewed  this  noble  institution,  must 
feel  a  pride  in  its  existence  and  prosperity;  and  we  trust 
it  is'reserved  for  your  hands,  by  a  few  judicious  alterations, 
to  model  into  perfection  this  cradle  of  future  warriors  and 
statesmen. 

The  true  value  of  any  institution  can  be  appreciated, 
only  by  comparing  it  with  the  residts  which  it  was  intei>ded 
to  produce;  we  consider,  then,  that  this  academy  is  ex- 
pected to  furnish  to  the  army  a  supply  of  efficient  officers; 
to  the  militia,  an  intermixture  of  well  trained  citizens, 
qualified  on  emergency  to  discipline  tliat  last  and  best  arm 
of  republics;  to  internal  improvement,  a  corps  of  engineers, 
capable  of  giving  wholesome  direction  to  the  spirit  of 
enterprise  which  pervades  our  country.  It  ought  to  fur- 
nisli  science  for  exploring  the  hidden  treasures  of  our 
mountains,  and  ameliorating  the  agriculture  of  our  valleys; 
nor  is  it  upon  inert  matter  alone  that  it  ought  to  extend  a 
vivifying  influence.  Inheriting  from  our  varied  ancestiy 
the  discordant  characteristics  of  every  people  on  the  globe, 
it  yet  remains  to  form  a  specific  and  all-pervading  charac- 
ter for  the  American  nation;  nor  do  we  conceive  any  surer 
method  of  stamping  upon  the  yet  glowing  wax  a  more 
majestic  form,  than  by  sending  into  every  district  young 
men,  emphatically  the  children  of  our  country,  trained  to 
the  manly  exercise  of  arms,  and  imbued  with  the  tastes 
of  science  and  literature  r  instructed  in  the  principles 
and  action  of  our  political  system,  and  the  living  exemplar 
from  which  soimd  education  may  rear  the  social  edifice. 

These  preliminaries  being  adjusted  in  the  vestibule,  per- 
mit us  to  conduct  you  into  the  interior  of  the  Academy, 
where  we  liave  attended  the  examinat^rns  with  assiduous 
diligence. 

It  would  stretch  this  report  to  inordinate  length,  were 
we  to  detail  the  multifarious  points  examined:  they  can 
be  found  on  the  programme  of  the  professors.  Suffice  it 
to  -say  that,  on  all  branches,  the  answers  were  ready, 
thorough,  evinced  a  fundamental  understanding  of  the 
subject,  and  proved  that  the  judgment  of  the  pupils  had 
been  cultivated,  rather  than  their  memory  superficially 
extended. 

The  art  of  war  is,  and  ought  to  be,  the  g^nd  object  of 
attention.  It  naturally  divides  itself  into  three  branches — 
engineering,  artillery,  and  tactics.  The  tlieory  of  each 
is  explained  on  mathematical  principles,  whether  for  attack 
or  defence,  in  works  or  in  the  field.  The  construction  of 
permament  or  temporary  fortifications;  entrenchments, 
with  their  various  uses  an^  positions;  movements  and  man- 
oeuvres; the  effects  and  manufacture  of  various  projec- 
tiles; in  short,  every  thing  that  could  impress  the  princi- 
ples, or  illustrate  the  practice  of  war,  was  minutely  insisted 
on.  Objections  were  raised,  difficulties  were  proposed, 
searching  questions  were  asked;  on  each  and  ever}*  point, 
the  answers  evinced  the  subjects  to  be  well  understood. 
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The  Board,  however,  without  pretending  to  the  knowledge 
of  military  men,  would  suggest  whether  the  great  and 
almost  exclusive  attention  devoted  to  military  engineering 
and  the  science  of  fortification,  does  not  retrench  what  is 
due  to  the  "  art  militaire"  in  its  most  comprehensive  sense: 
that  is,  to  grand  tactics,  and  what  may  be  termed  the  stra- 
tegy of  war.  A  competent  course  of  instruction  in  this 
department  we  conceive  would  require  an  additional  text 
book,  and  a  regular  course  of  lectures  on  the  art  of  war; 
embracing  for  illustration  descriptions  of  remarkable  bat- 
tles, showing  how  they  were  fought,  what  excellence  of 
generalship  or  stroke  of  genius  won,  or  what  errors  lost 
them.  Aamirably  situated,  also,  as  the  school  is,  with  re- 
gard to  its  topographical  advantages  and  adaptation  to  the 
purpose,  it  would  be  highly  useful  in  perfecting  the  mili- 
tary education  of  the  cadets,  if  they  were  occasionally 
taken  into  the  field,  and  trained  in  the  practical  applica- 
tion of  the  science  of  engineering  and  topography,  in 
which  they  are  so  well  instructed  in  theory. 

An  astqnishing  proficiency  in  drawing  proves  that  no 
ordinary  praise  is  due  to  that  department.  But  its  charac- 
ter is  entirely  civil,  and  confined  to  the  imitation  of  pictures 
and  models.  Is  it  not  essential  that  military  surveyors 
should  be  accustomed  to  sketch  nature  readily  and  accu- 
rately from  the  surrounding  mountsuns^ 

Civil  engineering  has  been  also  well  taught,  and  we  lis- 
tened with  much  pleasure  to  a  discussion  on  the  properties 
and  analysis  of  various  materials;  with  ail  the  details  of 
arches,  bridges,  canals,  locks,  inclined  planes,  roads,  tun- 
nels, railways,  embankments,  harbors,  &c.  We  predict 
that  pupils  of  West  Point  will  deliver  the  country  from 
that  quack  engineering  which  has,  in  divers  instances,  in- 
flicted deep  wounds  upon  our  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment. Architecture  receives  due  attention:  Grecian  and 
Roman  models  have  been  procured,  and  our  country  may 
be  embellished  by  the  taste  of  the  cadets,  provided  they 
abstain  from  imitating  the  buildings  in  which  they  are 
taught  that  science. 

We  have  made  a  patient  and  minute  inquiry  into  the 
police,  discipline,  and  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Military  Aca- 
demy at  West  Point.  Considering  it  to  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  welfare  and  stability  of  tliis  valuable  in- 
stitution, that  its  management,  in  these  respects,  should 
exhibit  fidelity  and  sound  judginent;  and  various  ciixum- 
stances  liaving  conspired  to  render  it  desirable  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  that  the  Department  of  War,  and  the  public 
generally,  should  be  fullv  satisfied  whether  or  not  this  is 
the  case,  we  have  felt  called  upon  to  devote  our  best  at^ 
tention  to  this  branch  of  investigation.  Wc  feel  much 
pleasure  in  acknowledging  that  every  facility  has  been 
given  to  us  by  th«<superintendent.  Books  and  documents 
have  been  freely  thrown  open  to  our  inspection,  and  every 
individual  concerned  lun  fully  and  readily  answered  our 
interrogatories. 

For  the  sake  of  precision,  our  observations  will  be  ar- 
ranged under  the  three  specific  heads:  Police,  Discipline, 
and  Fiscal  Concerns. 

1st.  FoHce. — We  visited  every  part  of  the  institution 
that  properly  comes  under  this  head.  In  the  tailors'  and 
shoemakers'  shops,  we  examined  the  style  of  making  the 
various  articles  of  clothing  provided  for  the  cadets.  We 
also  visited  the  shop  of  the  storekeeper,  and  are  satisfied 
that  these  establishments  are  pUced  under  regulations 
well  adapted  to  secure  the  cadets  from  all  impositions,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  restrain  them  from  any  needless  ex- 
travagance, l^he  mess  hall  and  the  kitchen  were  visited 
several  times  diuing  meals,  and  while  the  food  was  under 
preparation:  the  bill  of  fare  and  the  other  regulations  were 
examined.  We  were  of  opinion,  that  all  the  details  of  the 
establishment  are  so  arranged  as  to  secure  a  cleanly, 
wholesome,  and  abundant  supply  of  food;  and  that  the 
duties  of  the  steward  are  performed  in  a  most  exemplary 
and  faithful  manner.    We  are  no  advocates  of  the  Spartan 


black  broth ;  yet  it  seems  a  question,  whether  youths  oa^ 
to  be  accustomed  to  a  iare  more  generous  than  they  viH 
probably  find  on  returning  to  the  parental  household.  In 
the  house  asugned  for  the  hospital  service,  the  rtwms  sad 
the  apothecary's  shop  were  found  in  perfect  order,  ud 
under  excellent  regulation.  The  building,  howerer,  «:i 
esteemed  to  be  inadeauate  to  the  accommodafion  of  the 
post;  we  were,  therefore,  much  gratified  in  visiting  (at 
new  hospital,  for  which  an  appropriation  was  recentk 
made  by  Congress,  and  which  is  now  almost  ready  for  oc' 
cupation.  It  contains  sufficient  accommodation  for  the 
sick,  together  with  houses  for  the  surgeon  and  his  assis- 
tant, under  the  same  roof.  With  the  neatness  and  solid  tj 
of  the  building,  the  convenience  of  its  internal  arran^^ 
ment,  and  the  beaut^^  of  its  location,  we  were  gratij 
pleased.  While  pursuing  our  inquiries  in  this  deportroeoi, 
we  learned,  that  although  the  cadets  are  not  liable  to  rio- 
lent  and  fatal  diseases,  yet  their  general  health  docs  not 
appear  to  be  as  good  as  would  be  expected  from  the  salu- 
brity of  the  place  in  which  they  live,  and  the  attentioa 
paid  to  their  food,  cleanliness,  &c.  A  very  great  amoiEt 
of  medicines,  such  as  are  administered  in  a  torpid  stste  of 
the  digestive  organs,  and  in  other  diseases  incident  to  per- 
sons of  sedentary-  and  studious  habits,  b  used  at  this  post 
The  proportion  is  believed  to  be  much  greater  than  ilu: 
required  for  any  other  military  station  belonging  to  th: 
United  States.  We  esteem  this  to  arise  from  a  want  c: 
sufficient  bodily  exercise,  and  that  it  exists  principiliT 
during  the  winter  season,  and  in  the  spring.  In  somim 
and  autumn,  the  daily  drills  and  other  excitements  to  bc- 
dily  exercise  are  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  health,  in. 
the  beneficial  result  is  very  obvious:  but  for  neatly  \d 
the  year,  the  military  exercises  are  suspended,  and  t^-^ 
severe  winter  climate,  in  some  measure,  precludes  tiwif 
of  a  voluntary  nature.  The  young  men  are  consequeoiJ 
obliged  to  pass  at  once  from  an  active  state  to  habits  sni- 
entary  and  studious  in  no  common  degree,  and  tbe  esik 
just  intimated  must  follow  of  course.  In  order  to  alleviatr, 
or  entirely  remove  them,  we  are  convinced  that  a  buiUit^ 
should  be  erected  adapted  to  winter  dnlls  and  gymn^^ 
exercises;  and  that  they  should  be  regularly  requirtd- 

The  sutler's  establishment  fell  under  particular  cxiis- 
nation.  Although  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  iio^ 
at  this  station,  yet  we  are  fully  convinced  that  its  At^ 
regulation  prevents  any  injury  resulting  from  it  to  tb? 
cadets;  and  that  the  soldiers  and  laborers,  for  whom  skT-' 
it  is  wanted,  are  much  less  exposed  to  evil  than  if  tbe^ 
were  tempted,  for  want  of  such  a  place,  to  encourage  the 
secret  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  the  esubiisb- 
ment  of  shops  for  selling  in  the  neighborhood,  which  voiiM 
be  under  no  control.  We  are  gUd  to  learn,  that,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  a  temperance  society,  recently 
formed  among  the  soldiers,  and  by  other  measures  pn- 
dently  adopted,  the  consumption  of  spirituous  liquOTs  t*>^ 
manifestly  decreased. 

The  hotels  the  erection  of  which  was  authorized  bTtb« 
Department  of  War,  has  been  occupied  for  a  year  j»A 
and  it  is  at  once  an  ornament  to  the  Point,  and  a  grn' 
accommodation  to  the  numerous  visiters  who  resort  to  ii 
For  many  years  the  want  of  such  an  establishment  h« 
been  seriously  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Point,  and  5? 
the  many  persons  who  were  constantly  landing  tltcrc  froc 
motives  of  curiosity,  or  to  visit  cadets — ^their  friends  or  re- 
latives. Upon  the  farm,  purchased  some  tiroc  since  by 
the  United  States,  there  was,  indeed,  a  tavern,  but  it »» 
useless,  being  altogether  out  of  the  way  of  persons  mt> 
ing  at  the  station,  and  its  purcha.se  was  rendered  expf^ 
ent,  because  it  was  sufficiently  near  the  barracks  to  er.tf- 
the  cadets  to  resort  to  it.  The  present  hotel  is  placed  i ' 
the  best  possible  position  for  the  accommodation  of  ^' 
ers,  and  it  is  under  such  judicious  regulations,  that  no  ss- 
convenience  can  be  reasonably  apprehended  (Vom  it. 

2d.  D/soplmtf.— We  at  first  experienced  some  iittl<  w^ 
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sitation  mt  entering  minutely  into  this  part  of  our  investi- 
gation, Ie«t  it  might  bear  the  appearance  of  an  unwarrant- 
ed distrust  of  the  superintendent  and  the  academic  staif; 
Dut,  considering  the  Department  of  War  and  the  country 
It  large  have  a  right  to  full  and  explicit  information  upon 
Lhis,  as  upon  every  other  point  connected  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  Academy,  and  that  the  Board  of  Visiters 
ire  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  and  communi- 
^ting  this  information,  we  esteemed  ourselves  under  obli- 
^tion  to  proceed.  We  regard  it  as  no  more  than  justice 
:o  the  superintendent  to  say,  tha*^,  so  far  from  having  any 
inwiUingfness  to  being  interrogated  upon  this  head,  he  so- 
icited,  in  the  most  frank  and  honorable  manner,  a  full  and 
ninute  inquiry.  He  made  a  lucid  statenient  of  the  prin- 
iiples  upon  which  every  part  of  the  discipline  of  the  aca- 
lemy  is  conducted,  and  also  exhibited  the  books  and  re- 
paters  in  which  all  the  proceedings  relating  to  it  are  pre- 
ferred. These  we  examined,  and  asked  and  received  full 
nformation  upon  every  point  which  required  elucidation. 
The  deliberate  judgment  at  which  we  have  arrived  is,  that 
to  discipline  could  be  established  upon  sounder  princi- 
>]es,  nor  administered  with  greater  kindness,  discrimina- 
ion,  justice,  and  deci«on,  than  that  of  the  Military  Aca- 
leniy  at  West  Point.  Certain  rules  for  conferring  appro- 
lation  or  administering  reproof  are  laid  down,  well  known, 
mil  understood  by  the  corps  of  cadets.  It  is  believed 
;o  be  impossible  that  any  one  of  them  should  fall  under 
:ensure  without  having  had  previous  and  ample  warning. 
^Vhcther  or  not  the  custom  of  instituting  courts  martial 
:o  try  the  cadets  for  certain  offences,  should  be  continued, 
>r,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  give  this  authority 
entirely  to  the  academic  staff,  we  are  not  prepared  to  ex< 
>ress  a  sentiment.  AVe  have  nb  hesitation,  however,  in 
riving  the  decided  opinion,  that  sentences  passed,  afler  a 
111  I  and  impartial  investigation,  should  be  sustained;  and, 
hat  a  case  must  be  extreme,  indeed,  to  warrant  its  being 
iuspeiided  or  reversed.  We  are  satisfied  that  such  occur- 
ences have  a  tendency  to  weaken  disci plino^  and  bring 
irholesome  authority  into  contempt,  and  tiiat  if  frequently 
repeated  they  would  produce  effects  the  most  injurious  to 
he  true  interests  of  the  Academy. 

Tliere  is  in  successful  operation  a  very  thorough  system 
»r  cU'^stfying  the  cadets,  and  registering  their  relative 
landing,  both  as  it  respects  generaJ  deportment  and  pfo- 
iciency  in  the  various  studies.  This  information  is  trans* 
nitted  to  the  Department  of  War,  in  the  former  case, 
rvery  month,  and,  in  the  latter  case,  every  week.  By 
his  effective  and  judicious  system,  the  public  authori- 
ies  are  almost  as  fully  and  minutely  informed  of  the  re- 
ative  merits  of  the  cadets,  and  of  the  general  condition 
»f  the  national  school,  as  they  could  be  were  it  establish- 
ed at  the  seat  of  Government.  The  only  sug^stion 
vhich  the  committee  has  to.  offer,  under  this  head,  is, 
hat,  if  practicable,  the  parents  and  ^ardians  of  young 
nen  at  tlie  Academy,  should  have  ofRcial  information  con- 
re  rning  tiieir  conduct  and  standing  at  stated  periods,  and 
specially  that  timely  warning  should  be  given  when  cadets 
xhibit  a  tendency  ^o  such  neglect  of  study,  or  irregularity 
if  deportment,  as  will  subject  them  to  censure,  or  such 
latural  incapacity  as  renders  them* unfit  to  receive  the 
tublic  patronage.  We  are  satisfied  that,  whenever  such 
iformation  has  been  requested  by  parents  or  guardians, 
:  lias  been  given  by  the  superintendent  promptly  aitd 
rankly.  But,  if  given  universally  and  statedly,  it  would 
mpose  upon  the  superintendent  an  amount  of  correspond- 
:nce  which,  in  addition  to  his  other  weighty  and  responsi- 
»le  duties,  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  execute,  even 
mder  the  impulse  of  his  well  known  and  devoted  zeal  to 
he  best  interests  of  the  Academy.  If  the  present  sugges- 
ion  then  be  entertained,  some  general  plans  must  be 
dopted  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  and  the  superintendent 
lust  have  the  requisite  assistance.  It  may  be  worthy  of 
tie  serious  consideration  of  the  Department  of  War,  whe- 
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ther  such  a  measure  would  not  be  just  in  iiaelf,  as  alleviat- 
ing the  anxieties  of  parents  and  (^ardiana,  and  also  expe- 
dient, as  having  a  tendency  to  prevent  or  remove  sudi 
prejudices  agamst  the  academy  as  have  been  excited  in 
the  minds  of  those  to  whom  the  information  of  the  serious 
delinquency  of  their  children  or  wards^has  been  communi- 
cated without  previous  warning. 

3d.  Fiaeai  concem», — We  have  not  been  less  diligent 
and  minute  in  our  inquiries  under  this  head,  than  under 
those  which  have  preceded;  on  the  contrary,  if  investiga- 
tions have  been  more  thorough  upon  any  one  point  tlum 
upon  another,  they  have  taken  place  upon  that  now.  under 
consideration.  Having  learned  that  the  attention  of  pre- 
vious Boards  had  not  been  specially  called  to  tliis  subject, 
we  thought  that  a  time  had  arrived  when,  with  advantage 
to  the  service,  and  with  satisfaction  to  those  particularly 
concerned,  and  to  the  country  g^enerally,  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  Academy,  not  only  for  the  past  year,  but  for 
a  number  of  ^ears,  might  be  thoroughly  examined. 

We  have  visited  the  office  of  the  quartermaster,  and,  as 
far  as  his  department  is  connected  with  the  Academy,  (and 
to  this  only  could  our  attention  be  directed  with  proprie* 
ty,)  we  are  fully  satisfied  that  it  is  well  conducted;  the 
system  by  whicli  the  various  books  are  kept  is  very  com- 
plete; and  we  have  no  opinion  to  express  but  that  of  entire 
approbation.  The  office  of  the  treasurei^and  paymaster 
more  fully  employed  our  attention,  as  in  this  office  are 
kept  the  accounts  of  expenditure  amongst  the  cadets,  and 
ofreceipts  and  disbursements  relating  particularly  to  West 
Point.  We  will  first  express,  in  £^neral  termsy  not  sim- 
ply our  approbation,  but  our  admiration  of  the  accuracy 
and  neatness  with  which  the  whole  business  of  this  office 
is  conducted.  In  the  circular  letter  received  from  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  by  the  members  of  the  Board,  it  is  suggest- 
ed to  inquire  particularly  into  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
Academy:  as,  however,  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of 
the  pay  of  the  cadets,  and  of  other  appropriations  made 
by  Congress,  is  regularly  examined  in  another  quarter, 
we  supposed  that  it  was  principally  incumbent  upon  us 
to  examine  relatively  to  the  moneys  which  might  arise 
from  the  property  of  the  United  States  at  the  Point  itself. 
As  reeards  the  cadets,  their  accounts  are  kept  with  great 
precision;  they  have  to  pass  such  repeated  examinadon, 
and  are  so  effectually  checked,  tluit  it  seems  hardly  within 
the  limit  of  possibility  that  any  individual  of  the  corps 
should  suffer  loss,  or  be  permitted  to  indulge  in  extrava- 
gance. Each  one  has  a  pass  book,  being  a  transcript  of 
his  account  on  the  books  of  the  office;  he  has,  also,  a  simi- 
lar book  for  his  running  account  with  the  different  trades- 
people. No  bill  is  discharged  unless  it  has  the  signature 
of  the  cadet  himself,  in  testimony  of  its  correctness;  nor 
can  he  procure  any  article  of  dress,  or  otherwise,  except 
by  express  permission,  under  the  hand  of  the  sunerintend- 
ent.  We  were  fully  satisfied  in  these  particulars.  Our 
attention  was  tlien  directed  to  the  state  of  the  public  pro- 
perty at  this  post.  We  found  in  the  books  accounts  open- 
ed with  two  diflTerent  funds,  called  the  land  fund  and  the 
school  fund.  The  former  was  commenced  by  virtue  of 
authority  derived  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  commu- 
nicated to  the  superintendent  from  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment, in  a  letter  from  General  Macomb,  bearing  date  De- 
cember 20,  1822.  It  appears  that  the  present  superinten- 
dent, finding  that  a  considerable  saving  might  be  made  of 
small  amounts  derived  from  the  public  domain,  which  had 
previously  been  lost  or  thrown  into  the  treasury  without 
discrimination,  suggested  to  the  Engineer  Department  the 
expediency  of  raising  a  fund  from  the  same.  The  idea 
was  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  approved 
by  him,  and  tlie  superintendent  duly  authorized  to  make 
the  proceeds  arising  from  the  public  domain  at  West  Point, 
by  selling  wood,  hoop  poles,  &c.  &c.  a  separate  fund,  to 
be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  institution.  From  this 
source,  and  from  the  rent  of  certain  public  buildings  occu- 


1 


APPENDIX— ro  Oale$  Sf  SeatoviM  Register. 


2l8tCoiro.  3dSxB8.] 


Military  Aeadtmy, 


pied  by  persons  living  at  West  Point,  this  fund  was  accu- 
mulated. We  examined  the  books  relating^  to  its  very 
origin,  and  followed  up  the  accounts  to  the  present  period. 
We  believe  that  every  single  article  of  receipt  and  expen- 
diture came  under  our  notice  and  inspection.  The  wood 
was  sold  to  persons  who,  under  contracts  regfularly  enter- 
ed into,  and  communicated  to  the  Engineer  Dep:«rtment, 
bought  it  on  condition  of  receiving  h^f  the  proceeds  for 
cutting  it  down  and  carrjrin^  it  to  market.  'I'l^ese  pro- 
ceeds are  regularly  entered  m  the  books.  In  some  in- 
stances this  wood  was  purcliased  from  the  contractors  by 
the  quartermaster  for  the  United  States*  service,  and  upon 
reasonable  terms.  On  this  point  we  have  to  observe,  that 
the  fuel  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  station,  during  the 
administration  of  the  present  superintendent,  has  been 
procured  upon  terms  considerably  more  favt>rable  than  at 
any  previous  period.  By  strict  economy  and  good  manage- 
ment the  amount  of  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-six  dollars  and  eighty-fuur  cents  has  thus  been  secured 
to  toe  United  States.  It  has  been  expended  in  erecting 
a  kitchen  to  be  attached  to  the  cadet's  mess  room;  in  con- 
structing barracks,  which  were  much  needed  for  the  mii- 
sictans  of  the  band;  and  the  balance,  of  eight  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  thirteen  dollars,  has  been*  appropriated 
to  building  the  hotel  above  mentioned. 
The  school  fund  has  been  raised  from  the  profits  ac- 


cruing from  the  sutler's  establtshment.  It  has  been  ex- 
pend^ in  erecting  two  school  Iiouses,  and  in  partly  main- 
taining teachers  for  the  children  of  the  soldiers  upon  the 
Point,  and  others  connected  with  the  public  service.  A 
small  amount  of  this  fund  has  been  transferred,  for  a  time, 
to  the  land  fund;  but  is  to  be  returned  when  the  charge 
for  building  the  hotel  is  liquidated. 

The  station  at  West  Point  has  been  greatly  benefited 
in  several  respects,  and  especially  by  the  erection  of  a  large, 
commodious,  and  handsome  hotel,  which  commatids  the 
united  approbation  of  all  who  have  seen  it,  and  which 
every  person,  at  all  acquiunted  with  the  situation,  regards 
as  having  been  a  measure  of  indispensable  necessity.    The 
whole  cost  of  the  hotel  is  seventeen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty-six  doUars  and  twelve  cents;  of  this  sum,  five 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety -five  dollars  and  thirty- 
•even  cents  are  yet  unpaid.  .  This  balance,  however,  is 
rapidly  decreasing  by  the  proceeds  of  the  land  fund,  and 
the  rent  of  the  hotel.     When  tliis  balance  shall  have  been 
entirely  liquidated,  the  whole  rent  of  the  hotel,  which  can 
never  be  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and 
perhaps  more,  will  be  available  to  meet  expenditures  for 
^  the  post  schools,  the  library  of  the  academy,  and  for  (Aher 
valuable  objects  connected  with  it.     From  this  statement 
it  will  be  obvious  that  no  common  degree  of  credit  is  due 
to  the  superintendent,  for  his  watchful  care  over  the  pub- 
lie  interests,  and  for  the  good  judgment  witli  which  they 
have  been  managed.     For  these  important  objects  tlte 
Government  has  not  been  called  upon  to  make' a  single 
appropriation,  nor  have  been  exposed  to  any  expense 
whatever.     The  whole  has  been  accomplished  by  a  rigid 
economy  of  resources  which  might  have  disappeared  ""by 
neglect,  without  the  knowledge  of  any  one,  and  which  in 
some  degree  had  disappeared,  until  arrangements  were 
made  by  the  present  superintendent  to  preserve  and  in- 
crease them,  until  they  amounted  to  a  fund  adequate  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  above  valuable  purposes. 

We  therefore  cannot  satisfy  our  feelings  without  ex- 
pressing our  unqualified  approbation  of  the  faithful  and 
judicious  ctmduct  of  the  superintendent.  We  \vould  es- 
teem it  an  insult  to  his  well  earned  and  well  sustained  re- 
putation, as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor,  to  give  him 
our  public  meed  of  approbation  for  his  integrity  in  con- 
ducting these  measures.  This  can  never  for  a  moment  be 
impeaclied,  from  any  quarter  reputable  in  itself  or  deserv- 
ing notice,  from  its  information  upon  the  subject.  We, 
however,  with  propriety,  can  repeat  our  judgment,  that 


the  land  fund  and  the  school  fund  have  been'  rsisrd  ind 
increased  by  the  exercise  of  strict  economy,  and  hive  btei 
disbursed  for  valuable  and  substantial  Improvements,  vitk 
good  taste  and  sound  judgment. 

Having,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  preceding  rcTiev, 
minutely  examined  the  police  and  fiscal  depsrtmenti  of 
the  institution,  we  eon«der  it  due  to  the  gentlemen  filling 
these  departments,  to  express  our  unanimous  and  w&ra 
approbationof  the  system,  order,  and  efficiency,  withvhici 
the  duties  of  the  military  staff  of  the  post  are  discharged. 
We  have  the  satisfaction  of  declaring  that,  afier  a  pi' 
tient  and  minute  investigation  of  the  internal  police,  tbe 
discipline,  and  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Militaiy  Acad^ 
my  at  West  Point,  we  find  nothing  to  disapprove,  little  to 
suggest,  and  \ery  much  to  commend. 

Warfare,  conMnencing  on  the  ferociou»  onset  of  sange 
barbarian.s,  rose  gradually  with  civilization  into  an  art,  and, 
sinee  the  invention  of  gtmpowder,  has  assumed  the  dipitr 
of  a  science,  based  upon  mathematics  and  natural  philo«- 
phy.  As  such  it  is  treated  at  West  Point.  Without 
troubling  you  with  a  detail  of  the  namei*ous  Tamlfic&tioT<» 
throtigh  which  the  study  is  followed,  we  shall  only  stti^ 
that  we  have  heard  with  interest  and  pleasure  a  rer}'  pro- 
II  Acted  examination  upon  all  ll)e  leading  topics  of  al^^ebn, 
surveying,  shades  and  sliadows,  perspective,  spherical  pro- 
jections, and  the  calcnli.  These,  with  a  long  list  of  o(b& 
nerfbrmances,  form  a  matliematical  exercise,  surpass r^ 
in  extent  and  accuracy  the  course  (we  believe)  of  u^ 
otl>er  academic  institution.  While  we  ps^  a  merited  tri- 
bute to  the  learning  and  assiduity  of  the  preceptors,  ud 
the  talent  and  diligence  of  the  pupils,  we  must  reimr): 
that  this  appesrs^to  us  a  pursuit  of  somewhat  a^ngr(>» 
ing  character.  To  a  certain  extent,  mscthematics  are  iv 
dispensable,  and  must  occupy  much  time,  but  beyond  that 
universal  test,  utility,  we  tlunk  they  ought  to  give  place 
to  studies  of  equal  importance.  Mechanics,  optics,  elec- 
tricity, astronomy,  ana  other  branches  of  natural  philca- 
phy,  next  occupied  our  attention  7  and  we  coasidi-rtbea 
taught  with  a  succesa  as  great  as  possible  with  a  ver)r  fimit- 
ed  apparatus.  Considering  the  high  importance  of  these 
subjects,  an  appropriation  for  this  specific  purpose  vou.i 
be  well  judged  liberality. 

We  think  that  some  modificutions  might  be  bene&cially 
adopted  in  tlie  apportionment  of  attention  allotted  to  eadi 
branch  of  study.     Mathematics  are  indisputably  the  bav 
of  military  science,  and  we  would  by  no  means  dispange 
a  branch  of  study  of  such  pre-eminent  importance.    But 
mathematics  are  not  the  alpha  and  omega  of  tbe  art  of 
war.     Few  minds  are  competent  to  grasp,  and  still  fevtr 
to  carry  into  their  higliest  application,  the  recondite  pn)- 
positions  of  that  science.     Nor  is  this  probably  requiate- 
To  a  certain  extent,  such  inquiries  are  of  paramount  iav 
portance;  but  we  doubt  whether  it  be  essential  to  the  fcr- 
mation  of  an  efficient  officer,  that  he  be  able  to  sohe  evert 
question  on  the  equation  of  osculatory  circles.    Let  fu" 
scope  be  still  afforded  to  genius  of  this  species,  st  often  s» 
it  is  discovered,  and,   when  sufiiciently  matured,  Ut  its 
claims  be  allowed  a  preference  in  the  engineer  and  srJ- 
iery  corps;  but  let  us  not  destroy  talent,  in  its  other  be^ 
tiful  and  useful  forms,   by  clipping  it  into  trianeles  and 
parallelograms.     There  are  other  qualifications  of  the  citi- 
zen) warrior,  characters  never  to  be  separated,}  to  which  we 
recommend  increased  attention;  convinced,  aswesrc.iii*^ 
in  the  conduct  of  war,  genius  of  the  highest  order  fre- 
quently exists,  without  that  peculiar  bent  which  leads  to 
excellence  in  mathematics. 

Dcbtined  to  become  depositaries  of  a  power,  in  its  nature 
arbitrary,  ought  not  these  interesting  youths  to  be  early 
taught  to  appreciate  the  principles,  and  venerate  the  au- 
thority of  law;  and  through  the  kindly  medium  of  phil«J 
phy,  to  view  their  duties  and  relations  towards  friends  ii» 
country }  Circumscribed  by  quarters,  garrisons,  ^"^^^ 
ought  not  the  studies  of  language  and  literature  to  vfoni 
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them,  in  the  pursuits  of  cultivated  taste,  some  refuge  from 
the  tedium  of  indolence,  or  the  excitements  of  conviviality? 
Are  history  and  geog^phy  as  nothing  amongst  the  quali- 
fications of  an  accomplished  soldier?  Under  such  impres- 
sions, we  have  passed,  with  undiminished  interest,  from 
the  laws  of  matter  and  motion,  to  the  mental  fields  of  ethics, 
rhetoric,  and  language.  Upon  international  law,  as  well 
as  upon  the  spirit,  provisions,  and  operation  of  the  federal 
constitution,  the  cadets  have  exhibited  a  very  competent 
knowledge;  but  this  branch  might  be  pushed  with  advan- 
tage into  a  much  wider  inquiry — the  philosophy  of  govern- 
ment in  its  elements,  and  political  economy  in  its  adminis- 
tration. In  ethics,  the  answers  were  accurate,  spirited, 
and  gave  earnest  that  their  duties,  as  men  and  citizens, 
are  well  understood.  We  find  no  fiiult  witli  the  selection 
of  words,  the  turn  of  expression,  or  the  grammatical  con- 
struction, under  which  ideas  wei*e  expressed;  yet  some 
little  attention  might  be  directed  to  these  particulars.  In 
the  place  of  rhetoric,  there  is  a  chasm  to  be  filled  up,  as 
far  as  any  useful  purposes  demand,  with  a  very  succinct 
course.  Facility  anu  grace  in  English  composition  are 
the  results  of  habit;  and  young  men  ought  to  be  exerci^d 
in  committing  their  thoughts  to  paper.  We  therefore  re- 
commend, tluLt  subjects  tor  short  essays  be  given  weekly 
to  students  of  the  first  class. 

Although  tlie  dead  languages  may  not  form  an  object  of 
primary  importance,  nevertheless  they  whose  previous 
education  had  proceeded  upon  this  basis,  ought  not  to  be 
suffered  to  throw  away  acquirements  costing  so  much  time. 
Greek  may  be  superfluous,  but,  following  the  example  of 
English  military  schools,  Latin,  if  known,  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten. 

Our  institutions  contemplate  the  soldier  as  something 
better  than  a  mere  machine  for  fracturing  human  litnbs. 
Peace  is  the  genius  and  natural  state  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment; war  is  only  an  exception  to  the  general  rule:  the 
cadets  ought,  therefore,  to  be  trained  to  maintain  their 
rank  in  civil  as  well  as  military  life.     But  this  cannot  be 
accomplished  without  some  school  library  of  cheap  edi- 
tions   of  English  classical,  historical,   and  miscellaneous 
works,  which  mi^ht  be  made  to  circulate.     A  slight 
monthly  examination  in  geog^phy   and  histoiy  would 
enable  the  professor  to  give  proper  direction  to  this  branch. 
Another  difficulty  is  here  encountered.     No  professor 
can  thoroughly  discuss  his  subject  without  reference  to 
authorities,  and  no  student  can  successfully  follow  a  chain 
of  reasoning,  if  all  inquiry  be  limited  within  the  narrow 
precincts  of  a  text  book.     At  every  step  collateral  views 
arise,  which  cannot  be  pursued  without  access  to  a  libra- 
ry— an  arsenal,  which  ought  to  contain  every  intellectual 
weapon.     A  library  there  is,  rich  in  all  that  regards  mili- 
tary or  physical  science;  but  we  seek  in  vain  for  the  vo- 
lumes of  intellectual  knowledge.     The  professor  has  done 
much,  but  he  has  done  it  from  private  mnds;  and  we  sub- 
mit whether  public  liberality  should  not  afford  a  small  ap- 
|jropriation  for  books  on  moral  and  literary  topics.     To 
read  the  French  with  tolerable  distinctness,  and  to  trans- 
late it  with  facility,  are,  perhaps,  all  that  is  necessary  in 
that  language;  and  these  objects  have  been  successhiUy 
pursued.     Accurate  pronunciation  and  ready  expression 
o&n  only  be  acquired  by  long  mtercourse  with  natives, 
atnd  are  neither  absolutely  requisite  nor  entirely  attainable 
At  the  Academy^  but,  as  the  language  is  taught  by  the 
most  competent  instructors,  such  increased  attention  to 
pronunciation  as  will  not  materially  augment  the  time  con« 
sumed  in  the  study,  is  deemed  expedient. 

Having  recommended  some  extension  of  the  scheme  of 
instruction,  we  naturally  look  for  the  means  by  which  it 
can  be  accomplished.  The  cadets  are  already  tasked  to 
the  extreme  or  their  powers,  and  it  would  be  unreasona* 
1:>le  to  impose  additional  studies,  unless  some  modification 
be  adopted  in  the  mathematical  department,  or  higher 
r|iialificRtions  be  exacted  for  admiKton,  or  the  courae  be 


I  prolonged  to  five  years.  A  union  of  the  first  and  last  of 
these  alternatives  might  be  salutar>',  and  would  grant  an 
additional  hour  daily  for  those  exercises,  on  which  the 
bodily,  nay,  mental  vigpor  of  youth,  so  essentially  de- 
pend. Perhaps  a  school  for  preparing  boys,  during  one 
year  before  their  admission  to  the  rank  or  cadet,  would 
meet  every  difficulty— care  being  taken  to  admit  none 
whose  extreme  youth  renders  it  improbable  that  they  can 
readily  imbibe  instruction.  Sixteen  years  seems  the  low- 
est age  at  which  a  boy  should  be  admitted  as  cadet. 

Considering  the  disadvantages  under  which  the  depart- 
ment of  chemistry  labors,  tlie  examination  upon  that  science 
and  military  pyrotechny,  was  creditable  alike  to  the  in- 
structors and  pupils.  Not  only  the  room  appropriated  for 
this  department,  but  the  chemical  products  and  materials 
are  insufficient;  and  these  pursuits  are  of  importance  suf- 
ficient to  merit  increased  consideration.  A  permanent 
professor,  with  adequate  rank  and  emolument,  additional 
rooms,  and  an  increased  apparatus,  should  be  allowed: 
the  value  of  these  tliree  requisitions  being  in  the  order 
in  wliich  we  state  them. 

The  application  of  mineralogy  and  grcology  to  the  '*art 
militaire,"  may  not  be  of  indispensable  importance;  but 
if  a  large  portion  of  the  cadets  are  destined  to  act  as  civil 
engineers,  and  to  assist  in  developing  the  natural  resources 
of  the  country,  then  these  sciences  assume  a  new  as- 
pect. Some  of  us  have  seen  beds  of  the  roost  valuable 
minerals,  which  had  lun  neglected  and  unknown,  brought 
to  light  and  utility  by  the  cursory  survey  of  a  well  edu- 
cated engineer. 

The  senior  class  of  the  cadets  was  exercised  in  cannon 
and  mortar  firing;  their  shot  and  shells  were  thrown  with 
surprising  accuracy,  and  could  scarcely  have  been  excel- 
led by  veteran  gtmners.  The  whole  corps  was  carried 
through  a  series  of  artillery  and  infantry  evolutions,  and 
performed  all  its  movements  with  a  readiness  and  precision 
which  evinced  thorough  instruction,  practically  as  well  as 
theoretically.  The  muscular  steadiness  and  machine  like 
uniformity  of  a  disciplined  regiment  are  unattainable  by 
youthful  limbs,  but  in  their  celerity  and  aecuracy  of  move- 
ment are  visible  the  elements  of  future  proficiency.  Al- 
though divested  of  much  of  the  pomp  and  circumstance 
of  war,  the  general  effect  was  truly  military.  Having  re- 
viewed the  pupils,  we  now  turn  to  the  preceptors;  and 
the  first  connderation  which  presents  itself  is  the  vital 
importance  of  commanding  the  services  of  men  qualified 
in  the  highest  degree.  In  this  happy  country  the  field  ^ 
is  unbounded  for  uie  employment  of  talent  anduidustry;* 
and  if  any  institution  retuse  an  adequate  remuneration, 
others  are  ready  to  attract  able  men  by  more  liberal  ofljers. 
In  this  respect,  tliere  is  gpround  to  apprehend  a  deteriora- 
tion subversive  of  the  credit  and  value  of  the  \cademy. 
While  the  institution  at  West  Point  exacts  duties  more 
extensive  and  more  harassing  than  perhaps  any  other  sem- 
inary, we  are  constrained  to  say  that  the  emoluments  of 
its  instructors  are  below  the  general  scale.  Of  these 
truths  a  practical  illustration  arose  before  us  in  the  distin- 
guished professor  of  engineering,  who,  it  is  probable, 
quits  the  establishment  U>r  the  employment  of  a  private 
company. 

A  short  inquiry  will  satisfy  you  on  these  pmnts,  as  well 
for  the  increase,  as  for  the  equalization  of  salaries.  Here 
let  us  add,  that,  after  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  superintendent  is  exeixised 
over  the  cadets,  the  Board  is  gratified  to  find  that  author- 
ity administered  in  a  manner  as  parental  and  indulgent  as 
would  comport  with  a  proper  enforcement  of  the  laws  of 
the  academy,  and  with  the  true  interest  of  the  pupil.  In 
this  point  of  view,  as  well  as  in  all  others,  the  United 
States  have  been  peculiarly  fortunate  in  the  gentieman 
who  presides  over  the  institution. 

If  health  and  vigor  be  necesaaiy  to  tlie  prosecution  of 
any  object,  it  is  peculiarly  indispensable  that  the  early 
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training^  of  a  soldier  should  conduce  to  the  primary  quali- 
ties of  endurance,  stren^h,  activity,  and  hardihood.  While 
we  pay  a  tribute  of  applause  to  the  mental  discipline  of 
the  Academy,  we  think  that  the  zeal  of  science  has  over- 
looked somewhat  of  the  attention  due  to  that  homely  adage 
that  a  sound  body  is  most  frequently  the  domicil  of  a  sound 
mind.  We  would  therefore  renew  the  recommendation 
to  a  former  Board,  that  provision  be  made  for  proper  in- 
struction in  horsemansliipy  and  that  increased  attention  be 
directed  to  the  exercise  of  the  sword.  These  are  parts  of 
m  regular  training  in  many  private  academies,  and  seem 
peculiarly  indispensable  in  a  military  establishment.  It 
may  be  true  that  most  boys  can  ride  and  handle  a  weapon 
with  tolerable  dexterity;  but  the  fiite  of  a  battle  frequent- 
ly depends  upon  the  horsemanship  of  an  aid-de-camp ; 
and  an  officer's  only  weapon  of  offence  and  defence  is  his 
sword;  and  we  submit,  that  qualities  upon  which  may  fre- 
quently depend  the  success  of  an  operation,  or  the  life  of 
an  individual,  ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  hazard  and  awk- 
wardness of  self  instruction.  These  are  attainable  in  per- 
fection only  by  the  flexible  muscks  of  youth,  and  might 
l>e  so  arranged  as  to  form  a  healthy  relaxation  from  seden- 
tary occupations.  We  therefore  recommend  that  a  build- 
ing be  erected  for  horsemanship,  the  sword,  and  gymnas- 
tic exercises.  Eight  thousand  dollars  appear  to  us  an  in- 
dispensable provision  f(W  that  object. 

In  this  place  we  may  cursorily  remark,  that,  for  a  situ- 
ation so  higphly  favored  by  nature,  and  intended  to  become 
one  of  our  monuments  of  national  greatness,  some  archi- 
tectural desirn  istnuch  wanted.  When  a  new  building  is 
erected,  it  should  be  upon  a  site  and  afler  some  mcNdel 
which  may  form  part  of  a  general  effect;  whereas,  under 
the  present  system,  the  eye  is  greeted  only  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a  somewhat  irregular  village. 

West  Point  is  an  academy  strictly  national,  founded  for 
the  benefit,  and  supported  by  the  liberality  of  the  people 
at  large.  We  have  scrutinized  with  jealousy,  and  per- 
ceived no  rround  for  insinuating  that  the  distribution  of 
cadetshipa  la  the  appendage  of  power  or  the  tool  of  political 
patronage.  Yet  it  must  not  be  concealed  that  from  such 
a  prejuace,  widely  disseminated,  has  originated  much  of 
the  diasatisflM^tion  manifested  towards  the  institution.  An 
evident  method  presents  itself  to  obviate  such  objections, 
and  place  tlie  establishment  upon  its  proper  popular  basis. 
Let  a  youth  be  selected  from  each  Congressional  district, 
a  bona  fide  inhabitant  within  that  geographical  circle,  and 
in  all  cases  never  to  be  replaced  but  by  one  similarly  quali- 
fied. But  a  wide  margin  should  be  left  for  the  sons  of  de- 
ceased oflUcers  and  the  discretion  of  the  War  Department. 
Let  this  be  represented  by  two  cadets  from  each  SUte 
and  territory.  Thus  the  Academy  will  form  a  portrait  of 
.  Congress;  the  distributions  will  be  in  the  same  ratio  as 
our  population;  every  portion  of  our  country,  however 
remote,  will  enjoy  a  fair  share  of  its  benefits*  and  general 
justice  and  satisfaction  will  be  felt. 

We  shall  not  descend  from  general  remarks  to  minute 
•  details;  but  we  should  do  injustice  to  the  Academic  Staff, 
and  to  the  various  departments,  civil  and  military,  of  this 
noble  institution,  and  an  equal  violence  to  our  own  feel- 
ings, were  we  to  close  without  expressing,  in  broad  and 
unqualified  terms,  our  sense  of  the  fidelity,  diligence,  and 
ability,  with  which  their  respective  avocations  are  con- 
ducted. Such  preceptors  and  such  pupils  are  worthy 
each  of  the  other.  Nor  is  this  a  scanty  praise.  We  see  be- 
fore us  the  flower  of  American  youth,  the  guardians  of 
tlieir  country  in  war,  its  ornaments  in  peace,  congregated 
from  every  region  of  our  wide-spread  republic,  the  des- 
tined warriors  and  statesmen  of  a  future  generation.  May 
the  friendships  of  their  early  life  gi-ow  into  ligaments  bind- 
ing together  the  giant  members  of  our  confederation,  and 
giving  perpetuity  to  those  political  institutions  which  form 
the  best  earthly  hope  of  man! 

In  fostering  this  institution  by  all  the  means  placed  with- 


in your  control,  you  will  render  one  of  the  best  senrice 
to  your  country  which  your  higfh  trust  can  cnabk:  you  to 
perform.  The  extenmon  of  its  benefits,  either  by  the  e&- 
largement  of  the  capacity  and  resources  of  thii  ichool, 
or  by  the  establishment  of  a  second,  in  a  difierentanddi- 
tant  part  of  the  Union,  would  be  one  of  the  moit  substu- 
tial  public  benefits  which  could  mark  your  distingui^ 
administration,  or  be  conferred  upon  our  country  bytiK 
National  Councils. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MosTroau  Stokes,  North  CaroEm. 
^  FreaidentofiheBeai. 

John  M.  WAiirwmiairr,  New  York. 

Jams*  M.  Masok,  Virginia. 

JoRX  TownsKim,  New  York 

James  Shahvon,  Kentucky. 

W.  W.  Seaton,  City  of  Washingtao. 

Wm.  G.  Dicxehsov,  TennesKe. 

Sfbkcsk  Pettie,  MissourL 

Feanklizt  Bachb,  PennsyWsnia. 

Samvel  Ebwakds,  Pennsylvanit. 
#  S.  FiirDi.AT,  Kentucky. 

S.  STSEI.E,  Kentucky. 

Geo.  p.  McCvlloch,  New  Jciser, 
Secretary  of  the  Board. 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  IND1A>'5. 

presented  to  co^rcniiss  jattuart  18,  1831. 

7b  the  Honorabk  SenaU  and  House  of  Bepnxnlaim  i 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemhid 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  delegation  froB  tb 
Cherokee  nation  east  of  the  Mississippi,  thereto  spe- 
cially instructed  by  their  nation,  rcspectfiiHy  showctfc 
unto  your  honorable  bodies  the  afflictive  grievances  vlsid' 
it  has  been  their  unhappy  fate  to  endure  for  sone  tifi^ 
past. 

They  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  ^■ 
mortals  submitted  befiire  you  during  the  hut  sessiofK^ 
Congress,  embracing  subiects  of  great  importance  to  ^ 
interests  and  welfare  of  their  people;  some  of  which tbrr 
beg  leave,  at  this  time,  again  to  repeat. 

The  State  of  Georgia,  in  its  earnest  desire  to  acquis 
the  extent  of  her  chartered  limits,  set  forth  a  chin  to  i 
Targe  portion  of  Cherokee  lands,  as  hiring  been  p«'- 
chased  under  the  treaty  of  the  Ind^n  Springs,  madcvitJ 
the  Creek  nation,  and'  which,  it  is  well  known,  wss  r» 
dered  null  and  void  by  a  subsequent  treaty,  enteroi  iato 
in  1826,  in  this  city,  with  the  same  nation.  Under  tk 
authority  of  said  State,  a  Kne  has  been  run  by  conns- 
sioners,  comprehending  more  than  a  million  of  *^^^ 
land,  lying  north  of  the  established  boundary  betwcfaft? 
Cherokee  and  Ci-eek  nations,  and  to  which  the  latter  de- 
avowed  any  pretension  of  riglit,  claim,  or  interest.  Tte 
subject  was  brought  before  the  President  of  the  t'Bt« 
States,  who  has  caused  a  third  line  to  be  ertsbliihed, «; 
ver  contended  for  by  anjf  of  the  parties,  and  unauthoro^ 
by  any  existing  treaty  with  either  nation,  though  o^^**^ 
declared  shall  be  the  line  between  the  lands  ceded  bytbe 
Creeks  in  1826  to  the  United  States,  and  the  Cheio- 
kecs.  On  the  portion  of  territory  we  have  thus  been  d^ 
prived  of,  were  the  houses  and  homes  of  many  CherokfA 
who  have  been  compelled  to  leave  them,  with  the  bi» 
that  afforded  their  families  subsistence.  "ThetT«tfl 
land,"  says  Governor  Gilmer,  in  his  late  roess^gVi  "  »rf 
which  the  Chcrokees  have  been  removed  by  order  of  w 
President,  is  supposed  to  contain  four  hundred  "^  * 
four  tliousand  six  hundred  and  for^-six  acres,  and  b^ 
subject  to  be  disposed  of,''  &c.  From  the  decision  ot  ck 
President  on  this  subject  of  boundary,  your  mcroon>i^s 
in  behalf  of  their  nation,  beg  leave  to  *PP<?^1  *"!? J 
question  the  legal  and  consdtutiona]  powera  of  the  u^^ 
Magistrate  to  change  or  alter,  in  any  manner,  the  f 
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lished  line  between  tlie  Cherokees  and  Creeks,  without 
their  consent.  A  diiference  of  opinion  had  arisen  in  1801, 
between  the  same  nations,  relative  to  a  certain  part  of 
Lheir  boundary;  and  when  the  subject  was  introduced  at 
iie  War  Department  by  a  deputation  of  Cherokee  chiefe, 
&nd  the  interference  of  the  Government  solicited,  the  fol- 
owin^  reply  was  given  by  direction  of  President  JeiTer- 
lon:  "It  will  be  very  difficult  for  the  President  to  ascer- 
tain the  lines  between  the  several  countries  of  the  red 
people.  They  must  settle  all  such  controversies  among* 
themselves.  If  you  cannot  agree,  how  shall  we  be  able 
:o  decide  correctly.  [See  minutes  of  conferences  holden 
It  the  War  Office,  between  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  a  depu- 
tation from  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  on  behalf  of 
the  said  nation,  on  the  SOth  of  June  andSd  of  July,  1801.] 
During  the  administration  of  the  same  eminent  lawyer  and 
statesman,  tlie  treaty  of  1806  was  made  with  the  Chero- 
kees, by  the  third  article  of  which  the  riyht  of  Indian  na- 
tions is  admitted,  to  settle  and  determine  questions  of 
boundar}'  among  tliemselves,  viz:  "It  is  also  agi*eed  on 
:lie  part  of  the  United  States,  that  the  Government  there- 
of will  use  its  influence  and  best  endeavors  to  prevail  on 
the  Chickasaw  nation  of  Indians  tO  agree  to  the  following 
boundary  between  tliat  nation  and  the  Cherokees,"  &c. 
•*  But  it  is  understood  by  the  contracting  paHies,  that  the 
United  States  do  not  engage  to  have  the  aforesaid  boun- 
iaiy  established,  but  only  to  prevail  on  the  Chickasaw 
nation  to  consent  to  such  a  boundary  between  the  two 
nations."  By  these  references,  we  believe  the  position 
^f  our  nation,  to  be  fully  and  clearly  sustained;  and  that 
lU  agi-eeinent  with  the  Creek  nation  in  1821,  on  this  sub- 
ject, is  binding  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  that  the 
tanction  of  this  Government  was  not  essential  thereto,  to 
make  it  so;  and  that  they  alone,  by  voluntary  surrender 
>r  their  lands,  have  the  right  to  alter  that  boundary. 

By  the  treaty  made  with  the  Arkansas  Cherokees  in 
1328,  inducements  were  held  out  to  the  individuals  of  our 
lation  to  remove  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  join  their 
jrethren,  who  had  withdrawn  from  their  connexion  with 
IS  in  1817  and  1819,  and  established  for  themselves  a  se- 
[>arate  and  distinct  Government,  thereby  absolving  all  the 
political  relationship  which  had  previously  existed  as  citi- 
eens  of  the  same  community.  That  treaty  was  never  pre- 
sented to  the  authority  of  our  nation  for  its  assent,  nor 
the  right  of  the  Arkansas  Cherokees  ever  admitted  to  in- 
terfere with,  or  affect,  in  any  manner,  the  rights  and  in- 
! crests  of  our  people.  Under  its  provisions,  however, 
ndividuals  have  l^en  induced  to  emigrate;  and,  in  pursu- 
tnce  of  the  stipulation  contained  in  one  of  the  articles, 
:hat  the  Government  would  make  to  evei'y  individual  so 
-migrating  "a  just  compensation  for  the  property  he  may 
ibaiulon,"  appraisers  were  appointed  by  the  President, 
ivho  has 'extended  the  term  "property  abandoned"  to 
embrace  the  houses,  farms,  and  lands  upon  which  situated, 
:laimed  by  emigrants,  and  who  have  valued,  agreeably  to 
nstructions,  the  improvements  .so  claimed  or  occupied  bv 
Lhem;  and  it  is  now  contended  that  the  United  States  have 
[acquired  a  title  to  the  lands  as  well  as  to  the  improve- 
ments valued,  and  permission  given  by  the  Executive  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  enter  the  nation,  and  nc- 
::upy  them  to  the  exclusion  of  the  natives.  The  lands 
fcrc,  it  is  well  known,  not  held  in  severalty  by  tlie  Chero- 
kees, but  as  a  nation;  and  this  right  has  been  solemnly 
juai-antied  to  them  by  treaty  with  the  United  States.  The 
rig-ht  of  individuals  to  cede  or  transfer  any  portion  of 
heir  territory  has  never  been  admitted,  either  by  them- 
»elves  or  the  Government;  and  in  point  of  justice  and 
aw,  all  such  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have  thus 
>een  permitted  to  enter  and  settle  upon  the  territory,  are 
ntniders,  and  the  faith  of  this  Government  is  pledged  for 
heir  removal.  W'C  protest  against  the  right  of  the  Ar- 
cansas  Cherokees,  or  the  Government,  to  enter  into  any 


arrangement  to  aflTect  our  rights  contrary  to  the  will  of  the 
nation,  and  also  against  the  introduction  and  continuance 
of  a  population  in  our  country,  bo  detrimental  to  the 
interests  and  peace  of  our  citizens,  the  security  of  their 
persons  and  property  from  insults  and  outrage;  and  so  ut- 
terly at  variance  with  the  plighted  faith  of  this  Govern- 
ment, for  our  territorial  protection  and  promise  of  good 
neighborhood. 

It  is  further  contended  by  the  Executive,  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  acquired  a  title. to  lands  within  the  present 
acknowledged  bounds  of  the  nation,  under  the  seventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1817  with  the  Cherokees,  which 
stipulated  that  the  United  States  should  lease  to  the  In- 
diann  improvements  that  had  been  abandoned  by  er  ' 
grants,  and  who  had  received  compensation  for  the  ben- 
efit of  "  the  poor  and  decrepit  warriors'*  of  the  na- 
tion, and  which  was  to  be .  continued  until  such  improve- ' 
ments  were  "  surrendered  by  the  nation  or  to  the  na- 
tion." By  the  treaty  of  1819,  the  leases  under  that 
of  1817  were  declared  void,  which  is  of  itself  sufficient 
evidence  of  a  surrender  to  the  nation  of  all  such  im- 
provements as  fell  within  its  limits  agreeably  to  the 
boundary  then  established;  and  it  is  moreover  declared, 
that  the  treaty  of  1819  is  a  final  adjustment  of  the  treaty  of 
1-817,  and  the  lands  then  ceded  to  the  United  States  are  in 
full  satisfaction  of  all  claims  which  the  United  States  have 
on  that  nation  on  account  of  a  cession  of  lands  on  the  Ar- 
kansas, for  the  benefit  of  the  emig^tinjf  Cherokees;  yet  a 
claim  has  been  asserted  by  the  Executive,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  to  a  title  to  lands  within  oar  present 
bounds,  acquired  under  an  article  in  the  treaty  of  1817, 
which,  by  the  treaty  of  1819,  was  rendered  void,  and  full»- 
s:itisfied,  which,  it  is  said,  enure  to  the  benefit  of  Georgia, 
and  is  made  another  plea  to  allow  intrusions.  Added  to 
all  these  are  many  other  intruders,  who,  without  any  other 
pretext  than  to  trespass  upon  our  possessions  and  our 
rights,  contrary  to  existing  hiws,  are  allowed  to  annoy  and 
harass  our  peaceable  citizens  to  an  almost  insufferable  de- 
gree. In  many  instances  they  have  by  violence  forced  the 
natives  out  of  their  houses,  and  taken  possession;^  while 
others,  less  daring,  have  erected  buildings  for  their  own 
use,  upon  the  premises  of  the  objects  of  their  oppression. 
The  frequent  complaints  made  through  the  agent,  and 
otherwise,  to  the  Government,  failed  to  produce  the  de- 
sired relief  from  circumstances  so  well  calculated  to  pro- 
duce excitement  and  disturbance  between  the  whites  and 
the  red  people.  To  such  an  alarming  extent  had  intru- 
sion been  indulged,  that  the  aiithori^  of  the  nation,  rely- 
ing on  an  article  of  treaty,  and  the  former  advice  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  when  a 
General  of  the  southern  division  of  the  United  States' 
army  removed  a  few  families  who  had  penetrated  far  into 
the  country,  and  of  the  most  exceptionable  character — a 
measure  demanded  by  the  security  of  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  Cherokees.  It  was  seized  upon  and  de- 
clared a  hostile  movement,  and  an  armed  band  of  intrud- 
ers, in  retaliation,  wreaked  their  vengeance  upon  a  few 
peaceable  individuals.  One  was  cruelly  murdered,  an- 
other wounded,  and  a  third  led  a  prisoner  into  Georgia, 
and  thrown  into  jail,  whence  he  was  subsequently  re- 
leased, after  much  trouble,  by  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
A  report  of  these  transactions  was  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  United  States'  Ag^nt,  which,  however,  re- 
sulted only  in  calling  forth  language  of  exception  against 
our  chiefs;  and  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder  are  still 
trespassing,  in  open  day,  upon  our  rights  and  our  terri- 
tory, which  has  drank  the  blood  of  an  iimcccnt  victim  to 
their  outrages.  During  the  past  summer,  the  United 
States'  troops  were  ordered  into  the  hation,  as  we  believe, 
for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  the  pledges  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  our  protection;  they  removed  the  intru<lei*s,  who 
had  flocked  in  thousands  to  our  gold  mines,  and  a  few  also 
along  the  frontier  settlements;  many,  however,  were  not 
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molested,  and  others  returned  in  a  short  time  after,  plac- 
ing^ at  utter  defiance  the  authority  vested  in  the  United 
States'  Agent,  and  heretofore  exercised  by  his  predeces- 
sors. All  the  Cherokees  who  had  been  engaged  at  their 
^old  mines  were  removed  with  the  intruders,  and  expe* 
rienced  much  injury  and  inconvenience,  under  an  order 
from  the  Department  of  War,  and  during  the  stay  of  the 
troops  in  the  nation  were  not  permitted  to  re-engage  at 
their  mining  operations.  The  troops  have  been  suddenly 
withdrawn,  and  our  country  again  left  exposed  to  the 
ravages  of  intruders.  An  act  has  recently  been  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  authorizing^  the 
Governor  thereof  to  take  possession  of  our  gold  mines, 
and  appropriating  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  that  pur- 
pose ^  and  another  providing  for  the  survey  of  our  coun- 
try into  sections,  and  for  the  appointment  of  magistrates 
therein;  against  which  we  would  most  solemnly  protest,  as 
a  departure  from  tlie  obligations  of  good  faith,  and  the 
desire  to  secure  and  promote  the  peace  and  friendship  so 
often  repeated  in  our  treaties.  The  language  of  the  great 
and  illustrious  Jefferson,  through  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  our  chiefs,  recurs  to  our  memory  with  peculiar  force: 
'•  The  President  listens  willingly  to  your  representations, 
and  requests  you  and  your  nation  to  be  assured  of  the 
friendship  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all  our  proceed- 
ings towards  you  shall  be  directed  by  justice  and  a  sacred 
regard  to  our  treaties.  You  must  be  sensible  that  the 
white  people  are  very  numerous,  and  that  we  should 
therefore  be  desirous  to  buy  your  land  when  you  are  wil- 
ling to  spare  it;  but  we  never  wish  to  buy  except  when 
you  are  perfectly  willing  to  sell.  The  lands  we  have 
heretofore  bought  of  you  have  been  marked  off  by  a  litie, 
and  all  beyond  that  line  we  consider  absolutely  belonging 
to  our  red  brethren.  You  shall  now  receive  the  map  of 
the  last  line,  which  has  heretofore  been  promised  to  you, 
to  stand  in  evidence  between  your  people  and  ours,  and 
to  show  which  lands  belong  to  you  and  which  to  us."  (See 
document  before  referred  to.)  We  would  most  earnestly 
pray  that  the  kind  assurances  of  the  friendship  of  the 
United  States,  by  one  whose  examples  are  so  worthy  of 
imitation,  may  never  be  passed  over  with  an  unfeeling 
heart  for  the  unfortunate  Cherokees;  and  that  all  pro- 
ceedings towards  them  may  be  directed  by  justice  and  a 
sacred  reganl  to  treaties. 

The  Executive  of  the  United  States,  during  the  past 
summer,  issued  an  order  to  the  Agent  for  our  nation, 
changing  tlie  mode  of.  paying  the  annuity,  and  providing 
for  its  distribution  amongst  the  individuals,  averaging 
about  forty-two  cents  each,  contrary  to  the  well  known 
wishes  of  the  Cherokees,  and  their  solemn  protest  against 
the  measure,  the  stipulations  of  existing  treaties,  and  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  Government,  down  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  last  annuity  in  1830.  It  is  a  stipend  due  to 
tlie  nation,  and  has  ever  been  controlled  by  its  authority. 
The  Cherokees  have  a  treasury  into  which  it  is  placed  for 
the  support  of  tlieir  Government — "a  Government  of  re- 
gular law,"  modelled  agreeably  to,  and  in  pursuance  of, 
the  kind  and  parental  advice  of  President  Jefferson,  con- 
tained in  a  written  addresd  to  the  Cherokees,  9th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1809 — and  other  national  objects,  by  which  means 
all  are  enabled  to  enjoy,  in  some  degree,  the  benefits 
arising  from  its  application;  but  of  what  possible  advan- 
tage will  it  be,  if  paid  as  contemplated,  when  hundreds 
will  have  a  hundred  or  more  miles  to  travel,  neglecting 
all  other  business,  to  obtain  the  small  sum  of  about  forty- 
two  cents?  But  it  cannot  be:  we  protest  against  any 
alteration,  and  humbly  hope  that  you  will  direct  tlie  pay- 
ment as  heretofore,  and  in  conformity  with  tlie  treaties 
tmdcr  which  the  fund  is  stipulated.  We  are  aware  that  it 
has  been  asserted  that  the  chiefs  and  others  speculate 
upon  this  fund;  but  it  is  not  so:  even  if  it  were,  would  it 
justify  a  departure  from  the  course  which  the  pledges  of 
the  United  States  have  bound  its  officers  to  pursue?    The 


language  of  one  so  truly  the  friend  of  the  weak  and  th^ 
oppressed  as  tlieX^hief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States  in 
1808,  is  too  explicit  to  pass  unnoticed  on  this  oocasico. 
To  the  Chiefs  of  the  upper  Cherokee  towns  he  spoke  is 
follows: — <*  You  complain  that  you  do  not  receive  your 
just  proportion  of  the  annuities  we  pay  yoar  nation— -^t 
the  chiefs  of  the  lower  towns  take  for  them  more  thsA 
their  share.  My  children,  this  distribution  is  made  by  the 
authority  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  and  accordin^^  to  their 
own  ndes,  over  which  we  have  no  control.  'We  do  our 
duty  in  delivering  the  annuities  to  the  head  men  of  the 
nation,  and  we  pretend  to  no  authority  orer  them,  to  ns 
rigfht  of  directing  how  they  arc  to  be  distribut€?d.*'  (See 
Address,  signed  Th.  Jefferson,  to  the  upper  Cherokeei, 
dated  4th  May,  1808.)  That  the  same  mode  may  be  strll 
continued,  is  all  we  ask,  and  it  is  anxiously  dewred  by  the 
whole  nation.  Since  Uiat  year  there  have  been  no  com- 
plaints on  the  subject;  why,  then,  at  this  late  period,  when 
civilization  has  taught  better  the  manner  in  which  \im 
small  sum  should  be  applied,  is  the  change  in  the  mode 
of  payment  to  be  made? 

During  the  last  session  of  Cong^ss  a  bill  was  passed, 
whose  object,  as  we  understood,  was  to  enable  the  Pre> 
sident  of  the  United  States  to  comply  with  the  compact  of 
1802,  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  afford  means  to  the  Indian  tribes,  whose  grczt 
desires  were  represented,  by  the  advocates  of  its  pasaagr, 
to  effect  their  removal  west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is  not 
desirable  for  us  to  remonstrate  upon  this  occasion,  but  vt 
hope  that  the  kind  indulgence  of  your  honorable  bodies  vJl 
be  extended,  while  we  state  some  of  the  many  cases  of  afR'C- 
tion  and  oppression  which  have  occurred  since  the  passage 
of  the  act.  A  ray  of  hope,  in  the  midst  of  great  apprelienskm, 
seemed  to  shed  its  glimmering  light  on  the  minds  of  ^ 
Cherokees,  to  learn,  firom  the  speeches  of  the  Georgis 
delegation  and  otliers,  in  Congress,  that  nothing  should 
be  practised  on  the  Indians  in  the  operation  of  the  bill, 
or  in  connexion  with  it,  that  benevolence  and  hun^mitr 
could  censure;  that  neither  fbrce  nor  injustice  was  contem- 
plated by  the  Government,  or  the  authorities  of  Georgit; 
and  that  they  should  be  le/t  to  the  exercise  of  their  osn 
free  will.  But  experience  has  taught  us  to  know  tlat  a 
powerful  atixiliai*y  has  been  afforded  to  forward  the  views 
and  the  policy  of  that  and  other  States,  and  of  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States,  towards  the  unfortunate  abori- 
gines of  this  continent.  They  have  looked  back  upoa 
the  scenes  and  prospects  of  other  days,  and  the  contr&si 
with  those  of  the  present  time  has  caused  much  sorrow- 
ful feeling.  Georgia,  in  the  recent  mv^surcs  put  in  force 
to  compel  tlie  Cherokees  to  listen  and  yield  to  the  ek> 
quence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  Government's  spe- 
cial agent,  has  departed  from  the  high  and  magnanirooos 
pledj^s  of  kind  dealing  toward  the  Indians,  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  and  has  frowned  and  threatened  to  prostrate 
their  innocent  determination  to  abide  on  their  ancestral 
territory;  but  without  effect.  She  has  sent  armed  guards 
of  fifties,  tliirties,  and  tens,  in  time  of  profound  peace, 
under  pretence  of  executing  her  laws,  and  when  the  occa- 
sion did  not  require  a  display  of  '*  the  pomp  and  circum- 
stance of  war."  Leaving  the  Indian  children  in  destitu- 
tion to  mourn  tiieir  hapless  lot,  she  has  led  their  fathers 
in  captivity  to  a  distant  land,  to  destroy  their  spirits  by 
immuring  tliem  in  the  walls  of  her  prisons.  In  one  case 
a  white  man,  who  had,  a  long  while  ago,  taken  the  pro- 
tection of  the  nation,  and  married  a  Cherokee  woman, 
and,  under  the  care  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  had  acqnired 
property  and  a  lai*ge  family,  whose  interests  arc  identified 
with  those  of  the  Indians,  having  entered  into  a  mercarr 
tile  partnership  with  two  Cherokees,  he  soon  fell  cot 
with  them,  and  instituted  suits  against  them  in  the  courts 
of  the  nation,  which  decided  against  him.  After  this,  be 
filed  a  bill  in  the  superior  court  of  Gwinnett  county,  in 
Georgia,  against  the  two  Cherokees,  and  prayed  a  writ  at' 
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ne  exeats  before  Au^stin  S.  Clayton,  judge  of  the  court, 
sitting'  in  chancery,  who  awarded  the  writ,  which  was 
served  upon  one  of  them  in  the  Cherokee  nation,  by  a 
deputy  sherifT  of  Georgia,  and,  under  «  guard  of  three 
men,  he  was  carried  about  eighty  miles  to  the  common 
jail  of  Gwinnett  county,  in  the  said  State,  where  he  was 
kept  in  close  confinement  until  the  sitting  of  the  court  in 
September  last,  when  he  was  brought  up  for  trial  before 
his  honor  A.  S.  Clayton,  who  issued  the  writ,  and  was 
discharged,  on  the  ground  tliat  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff* 
was  not  sufficient  to  have  warranted  the  issuing  of  the 
writ.  During  the  same  trip,  by  the  deputy  shenff,  he 
arrested  an  elderly  Cherokee  woman,  a  marned  lady  with 
a  larg^  family,  on  a  plea  of  debt,  and  carried  her  off  cap- 
tive from  her  husband  and  children,  fifteen  miles  on 
towards  Georgia,  when  she  fortunately  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining her  liberty  by  giving  bail. 

In  another  case,  in  tlie  name  and  authurilv  of  George 
R.   Gilmer,  Governor  of  Georgia,  a  bill  was  filed  in  chan- 
cery, in  the  superior  court  of  Hall  county,  in  July  last, 
against  certain  sundry  Cherokees,  praying  for  an  injunc- 
tion  to  stop  them  from  digging  and  searching  for  gold 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  nation;  and  the  bill  being 
sworn  to  before  the  same  A.  S.  Clayton,  he  awarded  an 
injunction  against  the  parties  named  in  the  bill  as  defend- 
anisi»  commanding  them,  forthwith,  to  desist^from  work- 
ing on  those  mines,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  at  a  time  and  place  where  tliere  were  unmolested 
several  thousand  intruders  h*om  Georgia  and  other  States, 
engaged  in  robbing  the  nation  of  gold,  for  which  the 
owners  were  ordered  not  to  work  by  the  said  writ.     Un- 
der the  authority  of  this  injunction,  the  sheriff  of  Hall 
county,  with  an  armed  force,  invaded  the  nation,  consist- 
ing- of  a  colonel,  a  captain,  and  thirty  or  forty  militia  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  who  arrested  a  number  of  Cherokees 
engaged  in  digging  for  gold,  who  were  at  first  rescued  by 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  slationed  near  the  place, 
and  the  sheriff  and  his  parly  themselves  made  prisoners, 
and  conducted  fifteen  miles  to  the  military  camp,  when  a 
council  of  examination  was  held,  and  the  exhibition  of 
their  respective  authorities  was  made,  which  resulted  in 
the  release  of  the  sheriff  and  his  party,  and  a  written  or- 
der  by  the   commanding  officer  of  the    United  States' 
troops,  directing  the  Cherokees  to  submit  to  the  authority 
jf  Georgia,  and  that  r*  furtlicr  protection  could  be  ex- 
tended to  the  Cherokees  at  the  gold  mines,  as  he  could  no 
ongcr  interfere  with  the  laws  of  Georgia,  but  would  af- 
ford aid  in  carrying  them  into  execution.     On  the  return 
af  tlie  sheriff  and  his  party,  they  passed  by  the  Chero- 
l^ees,  who  were  still  engaged  in  digging  for  gold,  and 
>rdercd  them  to  desist,  under  the  penalty  of  being  com- 
nitted  to  jail,  and  proceeded  to  destroy  their  tools  and 
iiachinery  for  cleaning  gold,  and,  after  committing  some 
tirther  aggression,  they  returned.     Shortly  afterwlirds, 
lie  sheriff,  with  a  guard  of  four  men,  and  a  process  from 
lie  State  of  Georgia,  arrested  three  Cherokees  for  diso- 
>eying  the  injunction,  while  peaceably  engaged  in  their 
abors,  and  conducted  them  to  Wadkin'sville,  a  distance  of 
e^venty-five  miles,  before  the  same  A.  S.  Clayton,  wlio 
lien  and  there  sentenced  them  to  pay  a  fine  of  ninety- 
lircc  dollars  cost,  and  stand  committed  to  prison  until 
>aid,  and  also  compelled  them  to  give  their  bond,  in  the 
Aim  of  one  thousa.nd  dollars,  for  their  jiersonal  appear- 
ance before  his  next  court,  to  answer  the  charges  of  vio- 
siting  the  writ  of  injunction  aforesaid.     In  custody  they 
k'ere  retained  five  days,  paid  the  cost,  gave  the  required 
>oncI,   and  did  appear  accordingly  as  bound  by  Judge 
:  lay  ton,  who  dismissed  them,  on  the  ground  that  the  Go- 
ernor  of  Georgia  could  not  become  a  prosecutor  in  the 
;*se.     For  the  unwarrantable  outr.age  committed  on  their 
beJ'ty  and  persons,  no  apology  was  made,  and  the  cost 
bey  had  paid  was  not  refunded. 


tlie  nation  by  an  officer  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  a 
charge  for  murder  committed  upon  the  body  of  another 
Indian,  in  said  nation,  and  carried  to  Hall  county,  and 
placed  in  jail,  to  await  his  trial  under  the  laws  of  that 
State.  After  some  months  confinement,  he  was  taken 
out,  and  tried  by  the  aforesaid  A.  S.  Clayton,  and  sen- 
tenced by  him  to  be  executed  on  the  24th  December  last. 
An  application  was  made  to  Ih^  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  for  a  writ  of  error,  in  order  that  the  case 
might  be  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  proceedings, 
and  was  obtained.  The  arbitrary  manner  in  which  the 
citation  was  treated  by  the  Governor  and  Legislature, 
then  in  session,  are  known  to  you.  The  resolutions 
adopted  on  the  occasion  breathe  a  spirit  towards  our  na- 
tion, of  which  we  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  speak: 
suffice  it  to  say,  therefore,  that  the  writ  of  error  has  been 
disregarded,  and  the  unfortunate  man  executed  agreeably 
to  tlie  sentence  of  the  judge. 

One  other  case:  A  party  of  armed  men,  ten  in  number, 
from  De  Kalb  county,  Georgia,  committed  numerous  out- 
rages, under  the  pretence  of  being  Georgia  officers,  as 
far  as  seventy-five  miles  w!thin  the  nation.  They  arrest- 
ed a  Cherokee  without  cause,  and  compelled  him  to  pay 
a  horse  for  his  release.  Under  forged  claims,  they  at- 
tempted to  arrest  another  individual,  and,  with  him,  his 
negroes,  but  failed:  arrived  at  the  residence  of  another, 
in  his  absence,  they  were  in  the  act  of  driving  his  cattle 
off,  when  tliey  were  rescued  by  his  neigbors,  though  they 
succeeded  in  committing  some  robbery  upon  the  house. 
At  anotlier  place  they  forced  from  an  Indian  his  horse, 
without  even  a  pretended  claim,  and  cruelly  abused  the 
persons  of  two  aged  Cherokees,  one  a  female,  causing  a 
now  of  blood,  because  they  did  not  quietly  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  robbed  of  their  property.  Two  of  their 
children,  who  had  felt  it'  their  duty  to  interfere  for  the 
protection  of  their  aged  parents,  from  an  insult  and  out- 
nigc  so  barbarous,  were  led  captive  into  Georgia,  and 
compelled  for  their  liberty  to  give  their  notes  for  one 
hundred  dollars,  each,  payable  in  ten  days! 

Many  other  cases  of  aggravating  character  could  be 
stated,  did  the  nature  of  a  memorial  allow,  support- 
ed by  unexceptionable  evidence.  To  convince  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  our  friendship  and  devotedness  to  treaty 
oblig:}tion»,  we  have  endured  much,  though  with  bleed- 
ing hearts,  but  in  peace.  And  we  hope  enough  has 
been  done  to  convince  even  the  most  sceptic  that  a  treaty 
**on  reasonable  terms"  can  never  be  obtained  of  our  na- 
tion, and  that  it  is  time  to  close  this  scene  of  operations, 
never  contemplated  by  the  compact  between  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  United  States.  How  far  we  have  contri- 
buted to  keep  bright  the  chain  of  friendship  which  binds 
us  t6  these  United  States,  is  within  the  reach  of  your 
knowledge.  It  is  ours  to  maintain  it,  until,  perhaps,  the 
plaintive  voice  of  an  Indian  from  the  South  shall  no  more 
be  heard  within  your  halls  of  legislation.  Our  nation  and 
our  people  may  cease  to  exist  before  another  revolving 
year  re-assembles  this  august  assembly  of  great  men.  We 
implore  that  our  people  may  not  be  denounced  ^saavagcSy 
unfit  for  the  ''good  neighborhood"  guarantied  to  them 
by  treaty.  We  cannot  better  express  the  rights  of  our 
nation  than  they  are  developed  on  the  face  oi  the  docu- 
ment we  herewith  submit;  and  the  desires  of  our  nation, 
tlmn  to  pray  a  faithful  fulfilment  of  the  promises  made  by 
its  illustrious  author  through  his  Secretary.  Between  the 
compulsive  measures  of  Georgia  and  our  destruction  we 
ask  the  interposition  of  your  authority,  and  a  remembrance 
of  the  bond  of  perpetual  peace  pledged  for  our  safety, 
the  safety  of  the  last  fragment  of  once  mighty  nations, 
that  have  gazed  for  a  while  upon  your  civilization  and  pros- 
perity, but  which  now  totter  on  the  brjnkof  angry  billows 
whose  waves  have  covered  in  oblivion  other  nations  that 


Daring  the  past  summer,  a  Cherokee  was  anested  in  |  were  once  happy,  but  are  now  no  more! 
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Bedudion  of  ike  number  of  Officers  of  the  Jfrmy. 


The  schoob  where  our  children  learn  to  read  the  word 
of  God,  the  churches  were  our  peopU  now  sing  to  his 
praise,  and  where  they  are  taught  that  "of  one  blood  he 
created  all  the  nations  of  the  earth;*'  the  fields  they  have 
cleared,  and  the  orchards  they  have  planted;  the  houses 
they  built,  are  all  dear  to  the  Cherokees,  and  there  they 
expect  to  live  and  to  die,  on  the  lands  inherited  from  their 
lathers,  as  the  firm  friends  of  all  the  people  of  these  Unit- 
ed States.  R.  TAYLOR, 

JOHN  RIDGE, 
W.  S.  COODEY, 
/«  behalf  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 
WisRiiroToir  Citt,  1 5th  January,  1831. 


To  the  beloved  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  the  Litlli 
TuHKET,  on  behalf  of  the  said  naiiont  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  United  States  sends  greeting: 

Frizxd  AirnBROTBER:  The  deputation  appointed  by 
you  to  visit  the  seat  of  Govei*nment  have  arrived,  and  been 
welcomed  by  your  father,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  cordiality;  they  have  spoken,  and  he  has  heard 
all  the  representations  that  they  were  instructed  by  you, 
on  belialf  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  to  make  to  him.  In 
his  name,  I  have  answered  them  in  sincerity  and  truth; 
and  when  they  sliall  report  to  you  what  1  have  said,  I  trust 
that  you  will  feel  all  uneasiness  removed  from  your  minds, 
and  that  you  and  your  nation  will  experience  that  satisfac- 
tion which  must  result  from  a  conviction  of  the  certainty 
with  which  you  may  continue  to  rely  on  the  protection  and 
friendship  of  the  United  States. 

These  can  never  be  forfeited  but  by  the  misconduct  of 
the  red  people  themselves.  Your  father,  the  President, 
instructs  me  to  assure  you,  in  behalf  of  your  nation,  that 
he  will  pay  the  most  sacred  regard  to  the  existing  treaties 
between  your  nation  and  ours,  and  protect  your  whole  ter- 
ritory against  all  intrusions  that  may  be  attempted  by  white 
people;  that  all  encouragement  shall  be  given  to  you  in 
your  just  pursuits  and  laudable  progress  towards  comfort 
and  happiness,  by  the  introduction  of  useful  arts:  that  all 
persons  who  shall  offend  against  our  treaties,  or  against  the 
laws  made  for  your  protection,  shall  be  brought  to  justice; 
or,  if  this  should  be  impracticable,  that  a  faithful  remune- 
ration shall  be  made  to  you;  and  that  he  will  never  aban- 
don his  beloved  Cherokees  nor  their  children,  so  long  as 
they  shall  act  justly  and  peaceably  towards  the  white  peo- 
ple and  their  red  brethren. 

This  is  all  that  lie  requires  from  you  in  return  for  his 
friendship  and  protection:  he  trusts  you  will  not  force  him 
to  recede  from  these  determinations  by  an  improper  and 
unjust  change  of  conduct,  but  that  you  will  give  him  abun- 
dant reason  to  increase,  if  possible,  his  desire  to  see  you 
happy  and  contented  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

I  send  you  by  your  beloved  chief,  the  Glass,  a  chain;  it 
is  made  of  gold,  which  will  never  rust;  and  I  pray  the 
Great  Spirit  to  assist  us  in  keeping  the  chain  of  our  friend- 
ship, of  which  this  golden  chain  is  meant  as  an  emblem, 
bright  for  a  long  succession  of  ages. 

H.  DEARBORN,  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Dkpartmkjtt,  7M  Ju/y,  1801. 

REDUCTION  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Jjetier  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  reducing  the  officers 
of  the  army. 

War  Dspartment,  January  11,  1831. 

Sir:  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  resolution  was 
passed  by  t!ie  House  of  Representatives,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  report  "whether  any  reduction  in 
tJic  number  of  officers  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
can  be  made  without  injury  to  the  public  service,"  &c. 

The  inquiry  presented  by  this  resolution  is  in  reference 


to  the  officers,  not  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army;  uid 
that  I  should  be  enabled  fully  to  answer  it,  inquiriay 
during  last  summer,  were  addressed  to  the  principal  o£- 
cers  at  the  different  posts,  that  their  opinions  might  be 
obtained,  and  their  experience  and  obsenration  availed  oC 
upon  a  subject  of  so  much  importance. 

A  digest  of  the  several  reports  received  by  the  )hj«r 
General  has  been  communicated;  but  amongst  them  there 
is  no  general  concurrence,  by  which  any  certain  concifi- 
sion  can  be  arrived  at.  In  reference  to  the  resolution,  1  aa 
constrained,  therefore,  to  offer  such  opinions  and  sugfs- 
tions,  as  to  the  general  state  and  condition  of  the  armr, 
as  are  the  result  of  my  own  reflections. 

While  our  regular  force  is  small  it  is  a  consoling  reflec- 
tion, that  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  country  to  boast  cf  i 
militia  who  breathe  an  ardent  love  of  country,  and  wbfl 
are  ready  to  devote  themselves  to  any  emergency  ibt 
circumstances  may  impose.  There  is  no  disguising  tk 
fact,  however,  that  they  are  unskilled  in  military  disc- 
pKne,  and  hence  incapable  of  those  efforts  which  shfyil' 
render  them  valuable  and  efficient  in  war.  To  relieve 
against  this,  various  attempts  have  been  nmde.  Efforts  to 
give  some  uniform  organization  to  this  force  have  bc^n 
essayed,  but  in  vain.  The  same  rule  of  disctphne  Uai 
might  prove  operative  in  one  State  may  fail  to  be  bert- 
ficial  in  another.  The  system  is  defective,  aiul  mnst  cos- 
tinue  BO,  until  some  mure  salutary  plan  than  any  yet  d^ 
vised  can  be  adopted. 

It  occurs  to  me,  (and  I  suggest  it  for  consideration  w>Jt 
great  respect,^  that,  in  peace,  an  organization  oftk 
army  and  militia  should  take  place,  based  upon  principit^ 
which  look  altogether  to  a  state  of  war.  In  1612  t^ 
country  was  thrown  into  a  belligerent  attitude,  and  *>^ 
disasters  at  the  commencement  furnish  a  lesson  w!iic^ 
the  intelligence  of  statesmen  ought  not  to  disregard.  R 
will  not  do  to  be  compelled  to  organize  an  army  aban^ 
moments  of  pressure,  and  when  the  pubhc  safety  is  t 
hazard. 

A  preparation  to  be  serviceable  must  take  place  «be^ 
time  and  leisure  afford  the  opportunity.  All  things  bcis? 
in  readiness,  should  war  ensue,  a  coimtry  has  only  tc  reH 
on  the  zeal,  fidelity,  and  bravery  of  her  citizens,  and  tS$' 
every  thing  will  proceed  well.  But  the  excjvise  of*  *ii 
tliese  high  qualities  will  prove  of  slender  avail  if  the  prt- 
paratory  means  for  aiding  and  asr'jting  them  be  wantrf 

It  is  not  the  conceded  policy  of  this  Governmetit  'j< 
keep  in  service  a  large  standing  army,  though  its  practice 
has  always  been  to  retain  one  to  some  extent.  The  eco- 
nomy which  was  practised  in  1801  did  not  suggest  the 
employment  of  a  less  force  than  three  thousand  mrr., 
which  were  under  the  command  of  a  brigadier  genera'- 
Now,  our  population  and  resources  are  three  or  four  tUri^^ 
greater  than  they  were  at  that  period  of  our  historr.  IV 
great  desiderata  to  our  army  is,  to  elevate,  in  some  war. 
the  soldier's  character,  and  to  infuse  proper  .feelings  W 
pride.  Inducements  are  wanting  to  allure  to  the  serrkf 
proper  materials.  Inasmuch  as  a  soldier,  by  existing  hns. 
is  without  the  hope  of  rising  above  the  grade  of  a  n«- 
commissioned  officer,  the  attaining  that  grade  ought  to  b« 
rendered  more  desirable  than  it  is  at  present,  by  havicf 
increased  pay  and  emolument  granted,  with  the  pri«llcg« 
to  the  soldier,  afler  a  limited  period  of  faithful  service,  t- 
retire  and  become  stationary  at  some  vacant  ordnance  p>£. 
where  his  services  could  be  had  by  the  Government,  anc 
an  adequate  support  afforded  him.  By  such  an  ind<ir^ 
ment,  meritorious  men  may  be  brouglit  into  the  army  ser- 
vice, each  of  whom,  aided  by  proper  officers,  vouiJ  ^ 
able  to  give  valuable  instruction  in  a  few  weeks  to  tk 
militia  that  should  be  called  out,  or  to  new  recruits,  is 
they  might  be  wanted.  Properly  inspirited,  every  soUkT 
mi^it  become  a  drill  officer,  the  beneficial  results  ^' 
which,  at  the  onset  of  war,  would  be  sensibly  percrivf^ 
and  felt. 
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The  small  mUitar^*  force  we  possess  upon  the  present 
organization,  is  based  upon  principles  which,  if  occasion 
should  require  it,  may  give  rise  to  immediate  and  benefi- 
cial effects.  The  rank  and  file»  as  they  stand  in  relation 
to  the  number  of  officers  in  command,  arc  of  skeleton 
Ibrm,  and  capable  to  be  multiplied  and  considerably  en- 
larged, should  the  circumstances  of  the  country  make  it 
necessary.  In  an  emem^ency,  the  number  of  troops 
mig'ht  be  doubled  or  tripled,  thereby,  with  the  present 
officers,  in  a  short  time,  to  bring  into  active  and  useful 
scrvioe  a  force  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  men.  This 
was  the  design  had  in  view  by  the  act  of  1821,  which  re- 
duced the  army.  Change  the  organization,  and  let  some 
future  necessi^  demand  an  enlargement,  and  a  new  re- 
cruit, both  of  officers  and  soldiers,  will  be  required,  the 
tciulcncy  and  effect  of  which  would  be  probable  injury 
to  the  public  service. 

For  reasons  which  have  been  often  adverted  to,  the  re- 
liance of  this  country,  in  moments  of  difficulty,  must  be 
upon  the  militia;  and  the  examples  which  past  time  pre- 
sents afford  an  earnest  that  on  this  reliance  we  may  safely 
depend.  But  wliile  frequent  instances  have  occurred  id 
prove  the  value  of  this  defence,  that  it  is  capable  of 
high  and  daring  gallantry,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that, 
to  render  it  still  more  efficient  and  valuable,  the  militia 
sliould  be  disciplined.  To  the  attaining  of  this  important 
object,  the  partial  army  we  possess  might  materially  con- 
duce, when  new  recruits  are  wanted.  Could  we  entcr- 
taun  a  reasonable  expectation  that  the  country  would 
continue  at  peace  for  any  definite  period  of  time,  the 
propriety  of  disregarding,  in  the  interim,  military  prepa- 
ration, and  pride,  and  feeling,  would  be  questionable. 

As  it  relates  to  the  commanci  of  companies,  no  reduc- 
tion and  no  organization  of  Hl«e  officers^  different  from  the 
present  arrangement,  can  be  advantagpeously  made,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  supernumerary  brevet  lieutenants.  In  the 
annual  report  from  the  War  Department,  which  accom- 
panied the  President's  message,  it  is  stated,  that,  in  the 
ensuing  year,  perhaps,  but  certainly  in  the  succeeding  one, 
there  will  be  one  hundred  and  six  lieutenants  attached,  by 
brevet  appointment,  to  the  army,  while  the  number  that 
may  be  taken  into  service,  by  regular  appointment,  can- 
not exceed  twenty-two  annually;  consequently,  there  will 
he  regularly  and  constantly  in  each  year,  eighty-four  su- 
pernumerary officers  not  needed  or  required  by  the  ser- 
vice, and  which  will  occasion  an  annual  expense  of  more 
than  sixty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Goremment 

With  the  exception  here  suggested,  I  can  pefceive  no 
beneficial  change  that  can  be  made  as  it  regains  the  com- 
pany officers,  nor  indeed  any  as  it  regards  the  regimental 
officers.  In  relation  to  these,  the  present  organization  is 
perhaps  as  perfect  and  complete  as  it  can  be  rendered. 

The  officers  retained  under  the  reduction  in  1821  were 
Icnown  to  be  proportionably  greater  than  was  necessary  to 
the  number  of  the  rank  and  file  upon  a  peace  estab- 
lishment; but  the  object  of  the  organization  was  to  pre- 
sent such  a  force,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as  tliat, 
in  war,  the  greatest  possible  efficiency  and  activity  might 
be  attained  at  a  shoK  notice.  But  if  these  principles,  then 
sanctioned,  and  so  long  acquiesced  in,  are  to  be  departed 
from,  and  the  object  of  the  resolution  be  to  organize  the 
army  upon  a  mere  peace  establishment,  in  reference  to 
present  exigencies,  and  without  regard  to  the  probabilities 
of"  u-ar,  and  of  danger,  at  some  future  period,  then,  by 
that  rule  of  adjustment,  it  might,  for  our  present  service, 
be  sufficient  to  place  the  army  under  the  command  of  a 
brigadier  general.  By  such  an  arrangement,  one  major 
f^eneral  and  a  brigadier,  with  three  aids-de-camp,  could  be 
iispcnsed  with,  and  thereby  a  saving  to  the  Government 
i>e  ci'eated  of  more  than  fourteen  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
In  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  pay  department  might 
ilsn  be  reformed  to  advantage,  be  rendered  more  ser- 
ic-eable,  and  less  expensive  than  under  the  present  system. 

Vot.  VIT.— H 


The  law  at  present  authorizes  fourteen  paymasters  to  be 
retained,  which  cost  the  Government  annually  about  thir- 
ty-two thousand  dollars.  Not  more  than  six  appear  to  be 
necessar}*.  The  public  bunness  could,  with  that  number, 
be  better  attended  to,  and  at  a  saving  of  eighteen  or  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars  annually,  to  the  country.  The  peat 
distances  which  the  pi^masters  of  the  army  travel  m  vi- 
siting their  posts,  render  the  carrying  of  money  hazard- 
ous, and  occasion  large  expenses  to  the  Government  on 
account  of  their  transportation.  These  inconveniences 
may  be  avoided  by  retaining  a  few  of  them  to  be  arranged 
at  different  points,  with  a  view  to  disburse  the  necessary 
funds  to  the  subordinate  agents  at  posts.  Let  a  quarter- 
master or  commissary,  at  the  several  posts  where  troops 
are  stationed,  have  the  trust  confided  to  them  of  making 
payments  to  the  troops,  and  the  expense  of  eight  pay- 
masters and  their  clerks  will  be  saved,  and  the  public,  by 
the  arrangement,  be  better  served.  Instead  of  payment 
being  made  to  the  troops  once  in  six  months,  as  is  the 
case  now  at  some  of  the  posts,  it  might  be  done  monthly  or 
weekly.  The  soldier  will  be  better  satisfied,  and  by  hav- 
ing only  small  sums  of  money  in  his  possesion,  will  have 
less  disposition  to  desert,  and  fewer  facilities  to  enable  him 
to  do  so.  Should  this  sug^stion  be  adopted,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  demand, 
from  time  jto  time,  such  bonds,  and  in  such  penalties,  from 
the  princfpal  and  subordinate  paymasters^  as  the  exigency 
of  the  service  might  seem  to  require. 

By  thvi  arrangement  there  would  be  a  considerable 
saving  in  the  expenditures  of  tlie  Government,  even  afler 
making  to  tlie  subordinate  paymasters  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  their  disbursements,  if  to  grant  any  sliall  be 
considered  advisable.  But  whether  the  number  of  pay- 
niters  be  reduced  or  not,  an  authority  should  be  given 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  appoint  pay-aeents  at  distant 
posts,  andjyplace  them  under  bonds  for  the  faithful  per- 
formahceJn  their  duty.  The  paymaster,  for  example, 
who  is  chm^ged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  troops  at 
cantonment  Gibson,  resides  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  To 
visit  this  post  once  in  two  months,  as  the  law  requires, 
will  make  the  transportation  account  alone  nearly  equal 
to  eight  thousand  dollars  a  year.  By  an  act  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  a  post  is  directed  to  be  established  at 
Key  West,  not  fiir  from  the  island  of  Cuba.  One  com- 
pany has  accordingly  been  ordered  there.  Going  to  and 
returning  from  that  post  to  Pensacola,  (the  residence  of 
the  paymaster,)  will  make  his  transportation  account  to 
constitute  a  considerable  item  in  the  course  of  the  year; 
wiien,  by  the  authority  asked  for,  the  pa3rments  may  be 
as  well  and  safely  made  (and  at  a  trifling  expense)  through 
some  selected  officer  of  the  company.  The  nme  remark 
is  applicable  to  all  our  remote  and  distant  posts.  Trans- 
portation accrues  to  the  paymasters  and  their  clerks,  and 
the  expenses  of  a  g^ard  are  oftentimes  to  be  incurred,  to 
g^ive  safe  convoy  to  the  funds  in  their  possesnon.  Sub* 
ordinate  agents  being  stationed  at  these  distant  places,  by 
drafts,  to  be  drawn  on  the  principal  pavmastets,  luge 
expenditures,  and  particularly  the  risk  of  transportation, 
would  be  avoided. 

The  Surgeon  General  of  the  army  might  be  dispensed 
with.  He  has  no  disbursements  to  superintend  or  make, 
no  bonds  to  receive,  no  accounts  to  revise,  or  responsibi- 
lities to  encounter.  The  principal  and  material  duty  to 
be  rendered  by  him,  is  in  the  purchanng  and  distributing 
of  medicines;  a  duty  which  is  performed  by  a  quarter- 
master of  the  army  at  New  York,  at  which  place  medical 
supplies  are  obtained,  and  from  which  point  they  are  dis- 
tributed to  the  several  posts. 

The  two  Inspectors  General  of  the  army,  it  occurs  to 
me,  are  not  essential  to  the  service,  under  a  contemplated 
peace  establishment.  As  these  oiffiees  heretofore  were 
executed,  the  incumbents  were  required  to  make  secret, 
confidential,  communications  to  the  Department,  of  the 
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conduct  of  officers,  together  with  the  more  ^fcneral  duty 
of  reporting  the  situation  of  our  posts,  their  condition, 
arms,  and  armament.  It  is  not  compatible  with  tlie  dig- 
nity, the  feelings,  the  pride,  and  character  of  an  officer, 
to  have  private  confidential  reports  made  of  him  and  his 
command,  to  be  placed  privately  away  amongst  the  ar- 
chives of  the  office.  There  are  some  on  file  of  former 
times,  which,  if  rendered  public,  could  not  fiul  to  pro- 
duce  strife  and  difficulty  amongst  individuals.  Why  in- 
spect the  conduct  of  an  officer?  Reliance  must  be  had 
on  his  pride  of  character.  He  is  unfit  to  command  who 
deserves  not  implicitly  to  be  confided  in.  If,  in  any  thing 
required  by  law  or  regulation,  an  officer  disregards  or 
omits  the  performance  of  the  trusts  confided  to  him,  re- 
medies are  at  hand,  and  vigilance  for  their  fulfilment,  on 
the  part  of  his  associates,  is  seldom  or  ever  wanted.  The 
approach  of  an  inspector  to  a  post  is  nearly  periodical. 
The  officer  in  command  can  calculate^  with  much  accu- 
racy as  to  the  period  of  the  visit,  and  can  well  arrange 
every  thing  to  meet  his  arrival  and  the  inspection.  If  dis- 
posed to  do  his  duty,  the  inspector  brings  no  benefit,  pro- 
duces no  g^ood.  li  careless  of  it,  a  few  days  of  prepara- 
tion will  place  him  securely  beyond  any  effect  from  the 
inquest. 

Harmony  is  essential  to  the  quiet  and  well-beinj^  of  an 
army;  and  to  this  regard  should  be  had,  if  one  is  to  be 
retained.  Strife  and  jealousy  amongst  different  branches 
and  departments  of  it  should  be  avoided,  if  possible. 
Their  consequences  are  disag^eable,  and  their  tendency 
injurious  to  the  public  service.  To  effect  so  desirable  an 
object,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  as  matter  connected  with  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  under  consideration,  that  the 
administrative  brancheti  of  the  staff  of  the  army  should  not 
be  connected  with  the  line  of  the  army.  The  fancied 
ease  and  increased  emolument  which  these  offices  afford, 
make  them  the  cause  of  solicitude  to  those  who  obtain 
them,  and  of  jealousy  on  tlie  part  of  others,  who  are  leas 
successfijl  in  tneir  applications.  To  avoid  this,  it  has  be- 
come an  object  with  the  Department,  in  the  (Ustribution, 
to  equalize  these  appointments  amongfst  the  respective 
regpments,  as  much  as  possible.  It  might  be  preferable 
to  separate  them  entirely;  at  least  the  experiment  might 
be  safely  and  advantageously  essayed  for  the  present,  by 
some  chang^  organization  in  the  Ordnance  Department. 

In  peace,  or  in  war,  this  is  a  most  important  arm  of  our 
service.  Through  it  are  provided  munitions  of  war  to  be 
in  readiness  in  moments  of  danger,  and  by  it  are  con- 
structed the  arms  which  are  required  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.  Immense  quantities  (more  than  ten  mil- 
lions) of  public  property  are  in  its  possession  and  care. 
Officers,  when  composing  a  part  of  the  arm^,  in  justice 
to  themselves,  to  their  own  improvement  in  the  lines, 
and  that  jealousies  may  be  suppressed,  should  occasion- 
ally return  to  their  commands.  Changes  must  take  place, 
and  these  changes  afiect  the  regularity  of  the  svstem,  and 
often  occasion  a  waste  of  public  prd^erty.  A  bill  was  in- 
troduced at  the  last  session,  which,  if  properly  matured, 
and  acted  upon,  would  contribute  to  the  efficiency  of  this 
arm  of  servioe,  and  to  the  public  interest,  and  at  the  same 
time  add  but  little,  if  any  thing,  to  the  present  expenses 
of  the  armic. 

AU  of  which  ia  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  EATON. 

To  the  Spxakbb  of  the  House  of  Represeniativea, 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  to  ao  much  of  the 
reaonUion  of  the  House  of  H^fresentatives  of  the  1th  m- 
stani  as  rttatesto  the  Topographical  Engineers, 

War  Dspakthskt,  January  20, 1831. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  tliat  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of^the  7th  instant,  which  relates 
to  the  topographical  engineers,  I  have  the  honor  to  state: 


That  the  topographical  corps  of  the  army  is  of  great  iO' 

Eortance  to  the  country.  Recently,  its  operationi  have 
een  confined  to  what  may  be  considered  civil  purposei; 
to  the  surveying  of  practicable  routes  for  roads  and  camk, 
and  to  the  opening  and  improving  of  the  narigation  of  our 
streams,  bays,  harbors,  and  inlets.  These,  seemingly,  ut 
all  exclusively  civil  objects,  althougli  they  arc  not  m  in 
reality,  inasmuch  a»  the  information  thus  obtained,  iiiaybt 
serviceably  used  hereafter  in  military  operations.  ^  ben 
war  shall  take  place,  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  Indus- 
try of  this  corps  will  be  found  of  incalcuhble  advantigc- 
A  knowledge  of  tlie  relative  portions  of  places,  of  tkir 
elevations  and  depressions,  and  of  the  advantages  protDiiei 
by  their  occupation,  will  remain  in  the  War  Office,  radv, 
on  proper  occasions,  to  be  turned  to  useful  accoant. 

The  surveys  which  are  now  possessed  are  the  irarii  i^ 
this  useful  and  valuable  corps,  and  have  been  obtaiiicd  n 
the  industrious  pursuit  of  its  duties,  through  succei^c 
seasons.  If  the  works  to  which  they  have  reference  should 
ever  be  undertaken,  the  results  of  tliore  surreys  »re  la 
readiness,  and  furnish  the  necessary  data;  if  not,  th<j 
value  will  still  be  perceived  and  felt  in  future  xnifiun 
operations.  A  commanding  general  may  carefully  vatci 
and  sedulously  g^ard  his  army;  yet,  if  be  be  a  stranger  lo 
the  country,  and  without  information  of  its  rcUtive  ^■ 
tions,  and  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  phces  to 
be  occupied,  he  will  but  g^pe  his  way  in  darkness,  ati 
be  vulnerable  to  an  opposing  officer  who  may  hare  a  b«i- 
ter  knowledge  than  nimself  of  these  facts.'  No  ger<€iil 
can  operate  successfully  who  is  ignorant  of  the  topog^r&pliy 
of  the  country,  and  of  its  assailable  and  defensible  ^^ 
and  of  the  various  positions  to  be  taken,  which  may  btsc- 
fit  himself,  or  produce  injury  to  an  enemv. 

In  this  country  we  have  an  extensive  inland  siA  sari- 
time  fh)ntier,  and  for  their  security  an<l  protection  nucli 
labor  has  yet  to  be  performed.  Our  entire  line  of  frontcr, 
our  bays,  harbors,  and  inlets,  should  be  carefully  team- 
ed and  surveyed.  Points  which  are  assailable,  and  tt? 
mode  of  defending  these,  with  all  necessary  details,  shco- 
be  carefully  looked  into,  and  the  information  so  obtainetit 
treasured  up  with  the  archives  of  the  country. 

Under  this  aspect  of  the  case, ,  the  class.fication  of  tbe 
duties  to  be  performed  by  this  coi'ps,  exclusively  mito, 
may  be  tlius  stated: 

Ist.  Surveys  of  militaiy  positions  for  purposes  of  p^- 
manent  fortifications. 

2d.  Surveys  of  our  inland  frontier,  to  ascertain  the 
points  best  situated  for  defence,  afler  what  manner  attad^ 
may  be  made,  and  the  best  modes  of  opposing  them. 

Sd«  An  examination  of  the  seacoast  generaUy,  and  pv- 
ticularly  of  all  seaports,  bays,  and  inlets,  tlie  avenues  bv 
which  these  may  be  approached,  and  tiie  modes  of  p^>- 
tecting  and  defending  tnem. 

4th.  The  surveying  of  such  mifitary  roads  as  may  QX^^ 
advantagfeously  connect  the  several  military  poattioiisup(n 
our  inland  frontier. 

The  foregoing  remarks  and  statement  of  duties  relate  to 
the  employment  of  the  topographical  engineers  during  * 
state  ot  peace;  but,  in  times  of  war,  for  which  all  its  ^acc 
operations  may  be  considered  as  preparatory,  their  labors 
become  more  exclusively  mifitary,  and  may  be  said  to  e^ 
brace  the  extensive  range  of  duties  of  the  field  engia«;f'» 
and  for  which  their  occupation  in  times  of  peac<  quai»0 
them.  They  are  a  necessary  appendage  to  every  arm.^' 
and,  with  propriety,  may  be  called  the  eyes  of  the  coo- 
mandtng  general,  and  of  the  Government,  as  it  is  upon  the 
results  and  labors  of  such  a  corps  that  all  judicious  pbs* 
of  military  operations  must  be  based. 

The  addition  to  the  present  topographical  cngincer^i 
and  the  organization  required,  and  wliich  is  novv  recom- 
mended, are  such  as  will  form  a  corps,  to  consist  of  <»• 
colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors,  ten  captai/^ 
ten  first  lieutenants,  and  ten  second  lieutenants;  »ft^" 
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lumbers  and  organizfttion  are  considered  as  requisite  to 
neet  the  present  military  wants  of  the  country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  ^,  EATON. 

The  Spxakxb  of  the  Houae  of  Repre»entaiivea* 

ACCOUNTS  IN  SUIT. 

Report  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  TVeaaury,  of  the  aeeounis  in 

suit  on  4th  July,  1830. 

Offics  of  Solicitor  of  ths  Treasurt,  Jan.  6, 1831' 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "Act  to 
»rovidc  for  the  appointment  of  a  Solicitor  of  the  Trea* 
tiry,"  I  h:^ve  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit,  for  the 
II formation  of  Congress,  tlie  following  report: 

In  the  performance  of  the  duty  imposed  upon  the  Soli- 
Itor,  **  to  obtain  from  tlie  several  District  Attorneys  of 
he  United  States  full  and  accurate  accounts  of  all  the 
atises  and  actions  pending  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
itates,  in  which  the  United  States  were  plaintiffs,  on  the 
^th  day  of  July,  and  to  cause  an  abstract  thereof,  showing 
he  names  of  the  parties  in  each  suit,  the  cause  of  action, 
he  time  of  its  commencement,  and  such  other  matters  as 
nay  be  necessary  to  full  information  respecting  the  same, 
o  be  prepared  and  laid  before  Congress,"  soon  after  1 
issumed  the  duties  of  that  office,  the  circular,  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereunto  annexed,  and  marked  A,  containing 
ejaculations  for  the  observance  of  District  Attorneys,  Mar- 
h;ils.  Clerks,  and  Collectors,  was  issued,  and  the  several 
district  Attorneys  required  to  report  the  information 
:alled  for  by  Congress.  From  their  returns  I  have  pre- 
>ared  three  statements,  of  which  the  one  marked  B  exhi- 
>it3  a  report  of  the  suits  brought  on  Treasury  transcripts; 
he  one  marked  C  exhibits  a  report  of  suits  brought  on 
:ustom-hou8e  bonds;  and  the  third,  marked  D,  exhibits  a 
eport  of  suits  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures;  all 
k*hich  were  pending  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last. 

The  returns  of  some  of  the  Attornej'S  did  not  contain 
*  full  information"  respecting  the  suits  in  their  districts, 
•cvcral  were  little  more  than  copies  of  the  docket  entries 
rom  the  records  of  the  Courts.  These  defects  have  in 
>urt  been  supplied,  as  it  respects  suits  on  Treasury  tran- 
ci'ipts.  from  the  register  of  such  suits  transferred  to  this 
>ificc  from  that  of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury;  but 
he  suits  on  custom-house  bonds,  and  for  fines,  penalties, 
nd  forfeitures,  not  being  under  liis  superintendence,  no 
cj^'ister  of  them  was  kept  by  him;  and  of  course  but  little 
II  formation  of  those  which  were  instituted  prior  to  the 
st  clay  of  June  last,  is  in  the*  possession  of  this  office.  Such 
n  formation,  however,  as  it  has  been  practicable  to  collect 
n  these  several  classes  of  suits,  in  the  short  period  since 
his  ofHce  was  estai)lished,  is  contained  in  the  three  state- 
ments abovcmentioned. 

From  these,  it  appears  that  the  amounts  for  which  suits 
k'ere  pending  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  were  as  follows,  viz: 

>n  Treasury  transcripts,  -  -      $1,883,190  57 

>fi  Custom-house  bonds,  -  -        1,248,686  82 


Making  a  total  of 


$3,131,877  39 


The  third  class  of  suits,  for  fines,^  penalties,  and  for- 
iritures,  being  principally  in  rem,  no  accurate  estimate 
an  be  m:ide  of  their  amount. 

An  amount  more  than  three  times  as  large  as  the  above 
I  probably  due  to  the  United  States  on  judgments  ren- 
ercd  previous  to  the  4th  of  July.  With  a  view  to  col- 
.'Ct  iniormation  respecting  the  situation  of  debts  of  this 
escription,  a  circular,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
inexed,  marked  E,  was  directed  to  the  several  District 
ttorneys,  requiring  them  to  report  what  suits  prosecuted 
i  judgment  remained  unsatisfied,  in  which  expectations 
ere  entertained  of  collecting  a  part  of  the  whole  amount 
'  the  debt;  what  process  had  been  issued  on  such  judg- 


ments, and  what  returns  had  been  made;  what  property, 
personal  or  real,  was  bound  by  such  judgment;  where 
such  property  is  situated;  in  whose  possesion  it  was, 
either  as  executors,,  administrators,  assignees,  trustees,  or 
otherwise;  what  were  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  Hens 
on  such  property,  if  any  there  were,  prior  to  that  of  the 
United  States;  what  was  the  prospect  of  recovering  the 
whole  amount^  or  any  part  of  such  judgments;  what  was 
the  amount  expected  to  be  realised;  what  were  the  obsta- 
cles which  have  heretofore  interposed,  and  which  yet 
prevail,  and  the  prospect  of  their  removal;  with  all  other 
matters  important  to  be  known  at  tliis  office. 

The  information  called  for  by  these  several  inquiries,  is 
believed  to  be  essential  to  the  efficient  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  this  office,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  collection 
of  tlie  outstanding  judgment  debts.  To  enable  the  Dis- 
trict Attorneys  to«  furnish  it,  tedious  examinations  of 
records,  and  frequent  resort  to  tlie  assistance  of  the  clerks 
of  the  courts,  are  necessary.  A  g^eat  proportion  of  these 
judgments  having  been  recovered  before  the  present  Dis- 
trict Attorneys  came  into  office,  the  legpal  fees,  which, 
under  existing  laws,  constitute  the  principal  compensation 
to  attorneys,  have  already  been  paid  to  tlieir  predecessors. 
It  is  manifest,  therefore,  as  no  commission  is  allowed  for 
the  collection  of  mone^,  that,  for  the  services  of  the  pre- 
sent Attorneys,  either  in  procuring  the  information  I  have 
called  for  in  the  last  mentioned  circular,  or  for  further 
attention  in  enforcing  tlie  judgments,  no  remuneration 
whatever  is  provided.  Several  Attorneys  have  asked  for 
compensation,  and  some  of  the  clerks  have  refused  their 
aid  without  an  assurance  that  it  will  be  made. 

Some  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  about 
which  information  is  sought,  may  be  formed  from  the 
return  which  was,  about  a  year  ago,  made  by  the  United 
States'  Attorneys  in  die  several  districts,  in  pursuance  of 
an  order  of  the  President,  of  all  the  suits  on  Treasury 
transcripts.     This  return  comprehended  all  suits  of  this 
description,  in  which  judgments  had  been  recovered  by 
the  United  States,  and  remained  unsatisfied  in  part  or  the 
whole,  togetlier  with  all  such  as  were  still  pending. 
The  aggregate  sum  due  upon  them,  was      $7,742,407  80 
Suppose  the  amount  of  the  suits  pending  at 
the  period  of  that  return,  to  be  equal  to 
that  of  the  suits  pending  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  last,  to  wit:  -  -  -      1,776,526  96 

And  deduct  it  from  the  abovcmentioned  ag- 
l^regate,  and  the  balance  on  outstanding 

Judgments  on  Treasury  transcripts,  will 
>e         -  -  -  -  -    $5,645,880  84 

The  aggregpate  amount  of  suits  on  custom- 
house bonds,  including  those  which  are 
j>ending,  as  well  as  those  which  have  been 
prosecuted  to  judgment,  was,  on  the  30th 


September  last. 


Suppose  the  amount  due  on  suits  on  cus- 
tom-house bonds  pending  on  that  day,  to 
be  equal  to  that  of  suits  of  the  same  sort 
pending  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  to 


$6,685,490  00 


wit: 


1,241,686  82 


And  deduct  it  from  the  above  aggregate, 
and  the  balance  due  on  bonds  prosecuted 
to  judgment,  and  remaining  unsatisfied, 
will  be  ....    $5,623,803  18 

This  last  amount,  added  to  that  due  on 
unsatisfied  judgments  on  Treasury  tran- 
scripts, to  wit:  -  -  -      5,645,880  84 


Will  show  the  total  sum  of  principal  due 
to  the  Government  on  outstanding  judg 


mcnts,  to  be 


$11,269,694  02 


Ix 
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To  thia  sum  may  be  added  several  millions  for  interest; 
but  there  oug^t  also  to  be  deducted  from  it  a  considerable 
amount,  which  consists  of  iudrments  against  sureties  on 
ofRcial  and  custom-house  bonds.  The  foregoing  view, 
however,  though  not  exact,  presents  a  sufficient  approxi- 
mation to  the  truth  to  demonstrate  the  importance  of  the 
subject  it  embraces. 

No  remuneration  is  provided  by  law  to  stimulate  the 
zeal  of  the  United  States'  Attorneys  in  the  collection  of 
this  vast  amount  of  debt.  The  legal  fees  in  almost  all  the 
sums  having  already  been  paid  to  their  predecessors  in 
office,  who  instituted  them,  no  inducement  but  a  cold 
sense  of  unprofitable  duty  is  left  to  excite  them  to  exer- 
tion. A  very  great  proportion  of  this  mass  of  debt  b 
due  from  persons  and  estates  that  are  hopelessly  insolvent. 
Still,  however,  it  is  believed  that  a  large  amount,  which 
will  otherwise  be  lost,  might  be  gleaned,  if  an  adequate 
inducement  to  encounter  tne  labor  of  collecting  tlie  infor- 
mation called  for,  and  to  act  vigorously  and  zeuously  after 
obtaining  that  information,  were  held  out  to  District 
Attorneys,  in  tlie  shape  of  a  libera]  commission  on  collec- 
tions. It  would  seem  peculiarly  proper  that  the  com- 
missions now  allowed  to  collectors  of  the  customs  for 
collections  on  bonds  which  are  put  in  suit,  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Attorneys,  who  have  the  labor  and  responsi- 
bility of  making  them.  This  arrangement,  while  it  would 
create  no  additional  expense  to  the  public,  would  operate 
as  a  stimulus  to  vigilance  and  caution  on  the  part  of  Col- 
lectors, in  requiring  such  security  as  would  prevent  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  litigation,  and  to  a  zealous  dis- 
charge of  duty  by  Attorneys,  whenever  litigation  ahould 
become  necessary.  It  is  believed,  also,  that  a  true  econo- 
my would  dictate  an  allowance  of  commissions  to  Attor- 
neys for  collection  in  suits  on  Treasury  transcripts,  as  well 
as  on  custom-house  bonds;  and  that  the  increase  of  the 
sum,  which  would,  in  consequence  of  it,  be  brought  into 
the  Treasur)',  would  be  much  greater  than  tlie  amount  of 
those  commissions. 

The  foregoing  remarks  present  an  imperfect  view  of 
the  prominent  defects  of  the  present  system  of  collecting 
the  public  dues,  when  suit  has  become  necessary;  and  the 
daily  discharge  of  my  official  functions  has  so  forcibly 
impressed  tiiem  on  my  mind,  that  I  have  thought  it  my 
dut^,  in  this  report,  respectfully  to  bring  them  to  the 
notice  of  Congress,  who  alone  have  power  to  provide  an 
adequate  remedy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAXCY, 
Solicitor  of  the  TVeaaury, 
To  the  Hon.  the  Spkakzb  of  the  House  of  Mepreaerttafivea. 

A. 

Circular  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treaeury,  with  regulationa 
to  he  obeerved  by  Dietriet  Aitomeya,  Clerks  of  tne  Circuit 
and  District  Courts,  Marshals^  and  Collectors  of  the  United 
States. 

OrriGx  or  thx  Svlicitob  of  trk  Tbsasurt, 

Washington,  My  27y  1830. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of 
an  apt  passed  at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

On  entering  into  the  relations  which  that  act  has  esta- 
blished between  the  Solicitor  and  the  law  officers  and  Col- 
lectors of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  but  feel  a  deep 
sense  of  the  responsibility  connected  with  the  superinten- 
dence of  the  multifarious  and  important  concerns  commit- 
ted to  my  charge.  Diffused  as  these  concerns  are  tiirough- 
out  this  widely  extended  Union,  they  cannot  be  managed 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  officers  or  parties  concern- 
ed, or  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  Govern- 
ment, without  the  establishment  and  a  punctual  and  exac 


observance  of  regulations,  which  shall  form  a  chain  of  re- 
sponsibility, binding  each  officer  to  his  duty,  from  the  caa»- 
mencement  of  legal  proceedings,  throughout  tbeir  varioQi 
stages,  till  the  execution  of  iudgment  shall  place  the  pub- 
lic dues  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  In  fiaminf 
those  which  I  now  transmit,  I  have  endeavored  to  consuH 
the  convenience  of  the  several  officers  whom  they  affect, 
as  far  as  is  compatible  with  a  just  system  of  accountabilitr. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  expect  tb&t,  in  the 
present  organization  or  a  new  office,  I  have  prepared  a 
system  witiiout  error,  or  that  experience  will  not  poiot 
out  new  checks  or  useful  modifications  and  alterations. 
Such  as  your  reflection  and  observation  may  suggest,  if 
communicated,  will  be  considered  and  examined  with  the 
utmost  care  and  candor,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement 
and  perfection  of  the  system;  but,  until  the  regulations  for 
the  transaction  of  business  now  established  shall  be  modj- 
fied  or  rescinded,  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  an  exact  oi>- 
servance  of  them.  That  the  mutual  dependence  and  pro- 
priety of  the  vai'ious  parts  of  the  system  of  checks  hot 
presented  may  be  seen  and  understood,  by  bein^  viewed 
together,  I  subjoin  to  this  circular  a  copy  of  the  regula- 
tions, established  not  only  for  your  government,  but  fra* 
that  of  ali  the  different  officers,  who  must  contribute  tbeir 
share  of  dut^  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  the  laws  here- 
with transmitted. 

I  place  much  reliance  for  aid,  in  the  discharge  of  niy 
arduous  duties,  not  only  upon  tiie  talents  and  business 
habits  of  the  law  officers  and  collectors  of  the  United 
States,  but  still  more  upon  their  cordial  and  hearty  co-op- 
eration in  devising  the  means  of  carrying  into  complete  ef- 
fect the  great  objects  in  view,  the  punctual  payment  of 
the  public  dues,  and  tiie  prevention  of  frauds  upon  the 
Treasury;  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  a  class  of  citizens  so 
distinguished  for  higli  character,  intelligence,  and  patiiot- 
ism,  will  feel  with  me  an  ambition  to  demonstrate,  by  a 
fkithful  and  efficient  performance  of  our  respectire  duties, 
the  utility  of  our  several  offices,  and  their  adaptation  to  pro- 
mote Uie  public  weal.  On  my  part  it  will  be  my  first  ai^ 
strongest  desire  to  reconcile  a  rigid  and  exact  fulfilmert 
of  the  laborious  and  responsible  task  prescribed  to  me  br 
law,  with  such  observance  of  comity  and  regard  to  the 
feelings  of  all  with  whom  I  am  connected  as  shall  ensare  a 
continuance  of  the  most  ^cordial  and  respectful  relations 
between  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  ejcsI 
fidthful  and  obedient  servant, 

V.  MAXCY, 
Solicitor  of  the  TVnsufy. 

Regulations  to  be  observed  by  the  Collectors  of  the  cu^ioms. 

1.  Whenever  a  revenue  bond  shall  not  have  been  paki 
when  it  becomes  due,  you  will,  to  use  the  terms  of  the 
law  prescribing  vour  duty,  deliver  it  for  suit  to  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  "forthwith  and  without  delay,**  and  « ill 
take  triplicate  receipts  of  the  Attorney;  one  of  which  is 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  first  mail  to  this  office,  toother 
with  a  full  and  exact  description  of  the  date  and  amount 
of  such  bond,  and  of  the  time  when  it  became  payable,  and 
the  names  of  all  the  obligors  thereto;  one  to  be  sent  w:th 
your  first  quarterly  returns  thereafter,  to  the  first  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other  to  be  retained  by  your- 
self. If  any  part  of  the  bond  have  been  pai<l,  the  sjnount 
of  such  payment,  and  the  time  when  made,  must  be  stated. 
That  the  reports  of  the  several  Collectors  may  be  uni- 
form, I  have  sent  you  a  form  for  them. 

2.  Whenever  any  obligor  of  a  bond  put  in  suit  shal^ 
before  execution  is  delivered  to  the  marshal,  pay  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  such  bond  to  you,  you  will  give  him 
triplicate  receipts,  one  of  which  is  to  be  retained  in  his 
own  hands,  and  the  other  two  to  be  delivered  to  the  Dis- 
trict Attornev;  one  of  them  to  be  filed  as  his  authority  for 
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giving  the  necessary  credit  on  the  bond^  uid  for  making 
the  proper  entry  on  the  docket,  and  the  other  to  be  for- 
warded to  this  office,  as  the  voucher  upon  which  he  is  to 
be  discharged  from  responsibility. 

3.  In  like  manner,  you  will  give  to  the  District  Attorney 
triplicate  receipts  for  money  which  he  may  pay  you  from 
the  defendant,  in  discharge  of  bonds  in  suit,  and  specify 
therein  particularly  the  object  for  which  the  money  is 
paid. 

4.  Whenever,  after  execution  is  delivered  to  the  Mar- 
slial,  he  shall  pay  you  a  part  or  the  whole  amount  of  the 

judg-ment,  you  will  deliver  to  him  triplicate  receipts,  that 
he  may  retain  one  himself,  forwanV  one  as  a  voucher  to 

me,  and  send  the  other  witJi  his  regular  returA  to  the  fi^st 
Auditor  of  tlie  Treasury,  to  be  filed  in  his  office. 

5.  In  compliance  with  the  duty  prescribed  in  the  fourth 
section  of  the  above  mentioned  act,  whenever  you  shall 
cause  a  seizure  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
any  forfeiture,  you  will,  by  the  first  mail,  give  information 
thereof  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

Regulations  to  he  observed  hy  District  Attorneys. 

1 .  Whenever  a  bond  shall  be  transmitted  or  delivered  to 
you  for  suit  by  any  Collector,  you  will  give  him  triplicate  re- 
ceipts, and  *' forthwith  and  without  delay"  institute  suits 
against  all  the  parties  thereto.  By  the  first  mail  after- 
wards, you  will  transmit  information  thereof  to  the  Solici- 
tor of  the  Treasury,  together  with  a  full  and  exact  de- 
scription of  the  date  of  such  bond,  the  amount  due  thereon, 
the  time  when  it  became  payable,  and  the  names  of  all  tlie 
obligors.  I  send  you  herewith  printed  forms  of  these  re- 
turns. 

2.  In  like  manner,  whenever  a  transcript  of  the  ac- 
counts of  any  delinquent  public  officer,  certified  by  the 
First  or  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  shall  be  for- 
warded to  you  for  suit  from  this  office,  you  will  immedi- 
ately commence  suit  thereon,  and  by  the  first  mail  give  in- 
formation thereof  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

3.  You  will,  also,  when  any  suitor  action  for  the  reco- 
very of  a  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  sliall  be  instituted, 
immediately  transmit  to  this  office  a  statement  of  such  suit 
or  action,  specifying  the  name  of  the  defendant,  the  cause 
of  the  action,  the  time  of  its  commencement,  with  such  re- 
marks as  are  necessary  to  the  full  understanding  of  the 
same. 

4.  Whenever  any  obligor  of  a  custom-house  bond  shall 
desire  to  discharge  part  or  the  whole  of  his  debt  previous 
to  judgment,  you  will  request  him  to  pay  the  money  to 
the  Collector  who  delivered  the  bond  for  suit,  and  to  take 
triplicate  receipts  therefor.  Two  of  these , receipts  you 
will  require  him  to  deliver  to  you;  one  to  authorize  you  to 
give  him  credit  for  the  amount  thus  paid  on  the  bond,  and 
to  be  retamed  by  you;  the  other  you  will  transmit  to  tlie 
office,  to  serve  as  my  authority  for  giving  you  credit,  and 
discharging  you  from  responsibility.  If,  instead  of  pay- 
ing the  money  to  the  Collector,  as  requested,  he  should 
make  a  tender  of  the  whole  amount  due  the  Government 
to  yourself,  you  will  receive  the  same;  forthwith  deposite 
it,  to  the  credit  of  the  Collector  who  delivered  you  the 
bond  for  suit,  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  an  of- 
fice thereof,  or  some  other  bank  authorized  to  receive 
Government  deposites,  and  take  triplicate  certificates  of 
such  deposite  from  the  cashier,  designating  the  object  for 
which  the  payment  was  made.  One  of  these  you  will  re- 
tain yourself;  one  you  will  transmit  by  the  nrst  mail  to 
this  office,  as  a  voucher  for  your  release  from  responsibili- 
ty; and  the  third  you  will  deliver  or  forward  by  the  first 
mail  to  the  Collector  from  whom  tlie  bond  was  received. 
If  there  be  no  bank  near  in  which  Government  deposites 
are  made,  you  may,  if  more  convenient,  pay  the  amount 
to  the  Collector  who  delivered  the  bond  for  suit,  and  take 
triplicate  receipts  from  him,dcsignating  the  object  for  which 
tlie  payment  was  made.     One  of  these  receipts  you  will 


I'etun  yourself;  one  you  will  transmit  by  tlie  first  mail  to 
this  office,  as  a  voucher  for  your  discharge  from  further 
responsibility;  and  the  third  you  will  forward  by  the  first 
mail  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  placed  on 
file  by  him,  and  to  be  preserved  as  a  check  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Collector's  accounts,.  You  will  direct  him  to 
pay  the  costs  to  the  Marslial,  and  take  duplicate  receipts. 
On  the  defendant's  delivering  one  of  these  receipts  to  you, 
in  addition  to  the  Collector's  receipt  for,  or  the  payment 
to  yourself  of,  the  whole  amount  due  to  tlie  United  States, 
you  will  make  such  entry' on  the  docket  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  the  discharge  of  the  defendant. 

6.  Whenever  anv  defendant  to  a  suit,  other  than  upon  a 
custom-house  bond,  whether  for  debt  or  a  fine,  penalty, 
or  forfeiture,  is  desirous  of  paying  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
the  demand  against  him  previous  to  the  delivery  of  execu- 
tion, you  will  request  him  to  deposite  the  money,  or  such 
part  thereof  as  belongs  to  the  United  States,  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  some  office  thereof,  or  some  oUier 
bank  authorized  to  receive  dcpoffltes  for  the  Government, 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  take 
triplicate  receipts  or  certificates  of  the  cashier,  designa^ 
ting  the  object  on  account  of  which  the  payment  is  made, 
and  deliver  two  of  them  to  you,  upon  which  you  will  give 
them  the  necessary  credit;  and  on  his  producing  to  you, 
in  addition  thereto,  the  receipt  of  the  marshal  for  costs, 
you  will  make,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  entry  on  the  docket  necessary  for  the  security  or  dis- 
charge of  the  defendant.  You  will  retain  one  of  the  cer- 
tificates of  deposite  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  and  the 
other  transmit  to  me  by  the  first  mail.  On  the  receipt  of 
it,  the  necessary  entry  will  be  made  upon  the  books  of 
this  office,  to  release  you  from  responsibility.  ^ 

If  the  defendant,  instead  of  making  deposite  in  bank, 
as  above  mentioned,  should  make  a  tender  of  the  whole 
amount  due  to  the  United  States  to  you,  you  will  receive 
it;  forthwith  deposite  it  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
or  an  office  thereof,  or  some  other  bank  authorized  to  re- 
ceive the  deposites  of  the  Government,  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  take  triplicate 
certificates  of  deposite  of  thi  cashier,  designating  the  ob- 
ject for  which  the  payment  is  made.  One  of  these  you 
will,  by  the  first  mail,  transmit  to  Ibis  office,  as  a  voucher 
for  your  release  from  responsibility;  one  you  will  send  by 
the  first  mail  to  the  Auditor  in  whose  office  the  transcript 
on  which  suit  was  brought  was  prepared;  and  the  tliird 
you  will  retain  yourself. 

6.  Whenever  a  suit  shall  be  prosecuted  to  judgment, 
you  will  deliver  execution  to  the  marshal,  unless  there  be, 
in  your  judgment,  good  reasons  for  delay,  such  as  the 
hopeless  insolvency  of  the  defendant.  Whenever  execu- 
tion is  thus  postponed,  you  will  report  the  case  to  this  of- 
ficer for  instruction.  Whenever  you  deliver  execution  to 
the  marshal,  you  will  take  duplicate  receipts:  one  of  them 
you  will  retain  yourself,  and  the  otlier  you  will  send  by 
the  first  mail  to  this  office,  as  a  voucher  for  your  release 
from  responsibility. 

7.  You  will,  immediately  a(\er  the  end  of  every  term  of 
the  District  and  Circuit  Courts,  or  of  any  State  Courts  in 
which  any  suit  or  suits  may  have  been  instituted  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  forwaixl  to  this  office  a  statement, 
(which  the  law  requires  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk,)  of 
such  cases  as  have  been  decided  during  the  term,  and  such 
as  are  pending,  together  with  all  the  information  which 
may  be  necessary  for  understanding  the  true  situation  of 
each  case.  Your  statement  will  be  sent  in  two  different 
forms,  one  to  contain  the  suits  brought  on  treasury  tran- 
scripts, and  the  otlier  on  custom-house  bonds,  and  for 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures.  Printed  forms  for  these 
returns  are  herewith  sent. 

8.  In  all  cases  in  which  an  appeal  is  taken,  cr  a  writ  of 
error  is  sued  out,  you  will  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  this 
office,  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be,  a  transcript  of  the 
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record,  which  you  will  examine  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
that  it  is  a  faithful  copy,  and  will  accompany  the  same  with 
a  report  of  the  argument  of  the  cause  m  the  court  below, 
noting  the  points  made  and  authorities  referred  to  by  the 
respective  counsel. 

I  take  leave  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  sent  with  the  circular,  by  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  return  after  each  term,  you  are  required  to 
transmit  to  this  office  **  full  and  accurate  accounts  t>f  all 
causes  and  actions  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States"  in  your  district,  "in  which  the  United  States  are 
plaintiffs,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July"  of  the  present  year, 
m  such  a  manner  as  shall  enable  me  to  prepare  an  intelli- 
gible abstract  of  all  such  causes,  showing  the  names  of 
the  parties  in  each  suit,  the  cause  of  action,  the  time  it 
accrued,  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  and 
such  other  matters  as  may  be  necessary  to  full  information 
to  Congress  respecting  the  same.  As  this  abstract  must 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session,  it  is  necessary  that  your  return  should  be  made 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  October  next.  The  forms 
sent  for  your  statement  at  the  end  of  each  term  of  court 
will  answer  the  purpose  of  this  report.  Be  pleased  to 
state,  in  a  very  distinct  manner,  the  cause  of  action,  and 
let  your  observations  in  the  column  of  remarks  be  full,  so 
that  the  object  and  situation  of  each  suit  may  be  clearly 
understood. 

Jiegulationa  to  he  observed  by  Clerks  of  ike  Circuit  and  Dis- 
irid  Courts  of  the  United  States. 

1.  Hereafter,  you  will  forward  to  this  office,  within 
thirty  days  after  Uie  adjournment  of  each  successive  term 
of  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts,  respectively,  of  which 
you  are  clerk,  a  list  of  all  tlie  judgments  and  decrees 
which  have  been  entered  in  the  said^courts,  respectively, 
during  such  term,  to  which  the  United  States  are  parties, 
showing  the  amount  which  has  been  so  adjudged  or  de- 
creed, and  the  costs,  and  stating  the  term  to  which  execu- 
tion thereon  has  been  made  returnable.  You  will  divide 
the  list  into  two  parts,  to  be  sent  in  two  separate  forms, 
one  to  contain  the  judgments  rendered  in  suits  brought 
on  Treasury  transcripts,  and  tlie  other  on  custom-house 
bonds,  and  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures.  I  send 
you  printed  forms  for  these  returns. 

2.  You  will  examine  the  statement  required  by  the 
third  section  of  said  act  to  be  made  by  the  United  States' 
Attorney  for  your  district,  and,  comparing  it  with  the  re- 
cords in  your  charge,  and  finding  it  correct,  you  will 
thereto  subjoin  your  certificate. 

Regulations  to  be  observed  by  MarshtUs. 

1.  Whenever,  before  judgment,  any  defendant  to  a  suit 
f  the  United  States  shall  pay  you  the  costs  which  have 
ccrued^  you  will  give  him  duplicate  receipts,  one  to  be 

Kept  by  himself,  and  the  other  to  be  delivered  to  the  Dis- 
.rict  Attorney. 

2.  Whenever,  in  any  suit  in  which  the  United  States 
are  plaintiffs,  the  District  Attorney  shall  deliver  a  writ  of 
execution  to  vou,  you  will  give  him  duplicate  receipts,  in 
which  you  will  state  the  nam^  of  the  parties,  the  amount 
of  the  judgment  and  costs,  With  the  time  from  which  in- 
terest accrues,  one  of  which  receipts  is  to  be  kept  by  him, 
and  the  other  to  be  transmitted  by  him  to  this  office  as  a 
voucher,  upon  which  an  entry  is  to  be  made  to  release 
him  from  further  responsibility,  and  to  charge  you.  You 
will,  moreover,  by  the  first  mail,  after  execution  in  any 
case  shall  be  delivered  to  you,  transmit  information  there- 
of to  this  office. 

3.  Whenever  the  judgment  has  been  rendered  in  favor 
of  the  United  States  on  a  custom-house  bond,  and  the  exe- 
cution has  been  issued  and  satisfied  by  the  defendant,  you 
will  give  him  a  receipt  therefor.  You  will  immediately 
thereafter  pay  over  the  amount  of  the  judgment  to  the 
Collector  who  delivered  the  bond  for  suit,  and  take  tripli- 


cate receipts  therefor,  in  which  the  parties  are  to  be 
stated,  and  the  amount  of  the  judgment.  One  of  these 
receipts  you  will  keep  for  your  own  protef:tion,  one  yvm. 
will  transmit  to  this  office,  as  my  authority  for  making 
such  entry  on  its  books  as  will  discharge  you  from  further 
responsibility,  and  the  other  you  will  transn^it^  with  rocr 
regular  accounts,  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  to 
be  filed  as  a  check  in  the  settlement  of  the  Collector's  ac- 
counts. 

4.  Whenever  execution  shall  have  been  delivered  to 
you  upon  a  judgment  for  any  other  cause  than  a  custom- 
house bond,  and  you  shall  have  collected  the  money  of  the 
defendant,  you  will  forthwith  deposite  the  amount  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  SXaXe% 
or  one  of  its  offices,  which  may  be  nearest  you,  or  any 
other  bank,  if  nearer  to  you,  which  is  authorized  to  re- 
ceive Government  deposites,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  "States.  You  will  Uke  duplicate  certificate* 
of  deposite  from  the  cashier,  designating^  the  object  for 
which  the  money  is  paid,  one  of  which  you  'wriU  retiin 
yourself,  and  trannmt  the  other  to  this  office,  as  tht 
voucher  upon  which  you  will  be  discharged  from  further 
responsibility. 

5.  Hereafter  you  will  make  the  returns  required  by  the 
eighth  section  of  the  act  of  May  15,  1820,  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department^  to  this  ofiice, 
in  which  you  will  state  the  proceedingps  which  hare  U^fTk 
place  upon  all  writs  of  execution  or  other  process,  which 
have  been  placed  in  your  hands  for  the  <5oJlection  of  tfee 
money  which  has  been  adjudged  and  decreed  to  the  United 
States  in  said  courts  respectively.  1  send  you  printed 
forms  for  these  returns.  You  will  make  these  returns  fR 
two  separate  forms,  one  for  executions  issued  on  judf^- 
ments  in  suits  brou^t  on  treasury  transcripts,  and  the 
other  on  custom4)ouse  bonds,  and  for  fines,  penahjea,  and 
forfeitures. 


REPORT  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

Horss  br  RsraKssirTATiVES,  jAKTAnT  13,  1831. 

Mr.  Mallabt,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  u? 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  noessijCt 
"  as  relates  to  the  tariff*  of  duties  on  imports,  and  so  muc^ 
thereof  as  respects  manufactures,'*  reported: 

That  they  have  taken  this  delicate  subject  into  full  ccn- 
sideraUon.  This  was  due  alike  to  the  source  from  wltence 
a  review  was  recommended,  and  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject  itself.  They  feel  confident  that  they  have  done  it 
without  mingling  with  the  operation  of  their  reasocing' 
powers,  unreasonable  *< likes  and  dislikes,"  eitlier  to  the 
system  of  protecting  domestic  industry,  or  to  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  present  to 
the  House  a  mass  of  statistics  or  labored  arguments,  in  &• 
vor  of  the  protecting  system.  In  the  recent  discussions  of 
the  tariff*,  all  that  cou\d  illustrate  theory,  or  be  proved  br 
experience  in  our  own  and  other  countries,  has  been  pre> 
sented.  Our  Government  has  adopted  and  endeavored  to 
sustain,  by  repeated  legislative  enactments,  a  policy  whkrh 
has  had  the  sanction  of  Washin^on,  Jefferson,  Ma4i$on, 
and  Monroe.  It  has  been  sanctioned  by  **  the  continued 
acquiescence  of  the  States,  and  the  general  understand.r|r 
of  the  people."  Confidence  in  its  permanent  duration  is 
warmly  inspired.  It  is  this  alone  which  can  give  it  vigor- 
ous and  succeuful  action.  A  ^stem  of  protection  msr 
appear  perfect  in  our  statute  books,  and  yet  be  useless  to 
the  country,  if  exposed  to  perpetual  danger.  Skill,  al- 
ready matured,  will  not  venture  upon  uncertainty.  The 
power  of  invention  will  never  be  exerted,  if  it  has  no  con- 
fidence in  the  promise,  and  repeated  promise^  of  support 
Capital  will  never  come  to  the  aid  of  skill  and  enterprise, 
if  it  has  no  security  for  investment.     It  inust  have  confix 


APPENDIX— r©  Gale%  gf  Beaton's  Register. 


Ixiii 


Report  on  Manufactures. 


[21stCoirG.  2d  Sksb. 


ence,  it  must  find  solid  honesty  in  individuals,  as  well  as 
rmncss  in  Government, ^or  it  will  not  be  employed. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  declaration  was 
flen  repeated,  tliat  the  system  of  protection  should  and 
'ould  be  mantained.  It  was  presumed  to  have  come  from 
le  people,  and  dictated  by  them  to  their  representatives, 
'bis  wus  expressed  by  the  most  decisive  majorities  in  Con- 
re  ss,  on  repeated  occasions. 

Its  effects,  so  far  as  they  have  been  developed,  have  an- 
iiered  the  hopes  of  its  most  ardent  friends.  Capital  flows 
idcly  and  freely  through  our  extende^l  country.  The  ge- 
ms of  our  people  has  been  stimulated  to  greater  and  more 
i versified  exertion.  The  useful  arts  are  improving  in 
ver)'  form  that  stern  necessity  or  elegant  taste  may  desire, 
'lie  committee  most  cheerfully  concur  with  the  President 
\  the  animated  view  which  he  has  taken  of  the  condition 
four  country.  They  adopt  his  language  in  describing 
iat  condition.  "  With  a  population  unparalleled  in  its  in* 
rease,  and  possessing  a  character  which  combines  the  bar- 
ihood  of  enterprise  with  the  considerateneas  of  wisdom, 
re  see  in  every  section  of  our  happy  country  a  steady  im- 
rovemcnt  in  the  means  of  social  intercourse  and  corre- 
pondent  effects  upon  the  genius  and  laws  of  our  extended 
epublic."  This  is  the  language  of  truth  and  justice.  It 
)rm9  a  subject  of  high  and  deep  congratulation  to  every 
atriot  mincl.  While  other  nations  are  sufiTering  under  op- 
ressive  burthens,  or  convulsed  with  bloody  revolutions, 
re  witness  among  ourselves,  in  general,  a  calm  and  -confi- 
ent  repose.  We  see  over  all  portions  of  our  broad  coun- 
ry  prosperity  and  happiness  most  equally  and  evenly 
jffused. 

Such  is  the  prospect  before  us.  It  is  the  offspring  of 
ur  fortunate  Government,  and  the  wise  policy  which  has 
een  adopted  of  cultivating  our  own  resources,  by  the 
kill,  and  industry,  and  enterprise  of  our  own  people.  In 
onsidering  that  imperfection  must  be  stamped  on  the  hljgh- 
st  and  best  of  human  institutions,  it  is  matter  of  surprise, 
'that  the  apparent  exceptions  to  the  harmony  of  the  pros- 
ect"  are  so  few.  They  seem  to  arise  rather  from  the 
xcrcise  of  fervid  imagination,  than  from  evils  which  really 
xist.  It  cannot,  however,  be  expected  that  any  co<le  of 
iws,  or  any  form  of  government,  can  dispense  precisely 
be  same  benefits  to  every  individual  under  their  influence, 
»bercver  he  may  reside,  or  whatever  may  be  his  genius 
r  pursuits.  Nature  herself  has  failed  to  do  tliis.  But, 
'hen  we  see  a  great  nation  moving  on  with  stately  steps, 
nimpeded,  to  the  height  of  happiness,  opulence,  and  gran- 
eur;  when  every  portion,  however  minute,  partakes  am- 
'ly  of  general  prosperity,  it  would  seem  that  the  ''appa- 
ent  exceptions  to  the  harmony  of  the  prospect"  might  be 
ermitted  to  melt  down  in  warm  felicitations,  that  the 
'  prospect**  of  our  whole  country  is  so  nobly  g^tifying. 
t  is  to  this  wide  and  comprehensive  prospect  that  we  may 
kfely  look  for  substantial  reasons  to  preserve  that  Union, 
rhich  it  is  "most  devoutly  hoped  may  prove  imperishable." 

The  committee  are  much  gratified  to  have  the  opinion 
r  tlic  President,  clearly  and  fully  expressed,  that  the  ta- 
iff  for  protecting  domestic  industry  is  constitutional.  I'hey 
[link  it  proper  to  quote  language  so  clear  and  unequivocal, 
le  says,  that  **  the  power  to  impose  duties  on  imports  ori- 
inally  belonged  to  the  several  States.  The  right  to  ad- 
Jst  those  duties  witli  a  view  to  the  encouragement  of  do- 
icstic  branches  of  industry,  is  so  completely  incidental  to 
lat  power  that  it  is  difficult  to  suppose  the  existence  of 
nc  without  the  other.  The  States  have  delegated  their 
liole  authority  over  imposts  to  the  General  Government, 
r'ithout  limitation  or  restriction,  saving  the  VC17  inconsi- 
crable  reservation  relating  to  their  inspection  laws.  I'his 
dthority  having  thus  passed  from  the  States,  the  right  to 
xcrcise  it  for  the  purpose  of  protection  does  not  exist  in 
lem ;  and,  consequently,  if  it  be  not  possessed  by  the  Genc- 
il  Government,  it  must  be  extinct.  Our  political  sy.stem 
rouUl  thus  present  the  anomaly  of  a  people  stripped  of  tl\e 


right  to  foster  their  own  industry,  and  to  counteract  the  most 
selfish  and  destructive  policy  which  might  be  adopted  by 
foreign  nations.  This  surely  cannot  be  the  case:  this  in- 
dispensable power,  thus  surrendered  by  the  States,  must 
be  within  the  scope  of  tlie  authority  on  the  subject  ex- 
pressly delegated  to  Congress."  The  committee  would  re- 
commend this  argument  to  the  candid  consideration  of  the 
House.  Most  especially  would  they  invite  to  its  calm  con- 
sideration those  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  honestly  believe 
that  a  protecting  tariff  violates  the  constitution.  If  there 
are  any  who  have  become  regardless  of  the  rights,  inter- 
ests, and  welfare  of  the  great  majority  of  the  nation)  who 
are  determined  that  all  shall  yield  to  their  opinions;  who 
insist  that  they  are  infaUibly  right,  and  every  one  else  is 
absolutely  wrong;  on  such,  reason  and  argument  can  have 
no  influence.  Still,  the  cause  which  enables  our  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate to  give  us  such  a  globing  view  of  the  prosperity 
of  our  country  as  he  has  done,  must  and  will  continue. 
The  States,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  as  expressed  in  the 
message,  and  cannot  be  denied,  had  the  orifpnal  power  of 
imposing  duties  on  imports.  It  is  now  transferred  to  the 
Government  of  the  Union,  in  the  most  ample  manner. 
Had  the  States  retained  it,  tliey  must  have  exercised  it  as 
they  pleased,  to  accomplish  any  object  they  deemed  pro- 
per. It  might  have  been  for  revenue  alone.  It  might  have 
been  employed  eokly  to  counteract  the  selfish  policy  of 
other  States  or  nations.  It  could  have  been  exercised  for 
any  purpose  which  suited  tlie  pleasure  of  sovereign  power. 
But  the  States  have  delegated  their  whole  power  over  im- 
ports to  the  United  States.  It  would  indeed  be  a  strange 
anomaly  if  it  could  not  now  be  exercised  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  it  has  been  transferred,  as  fully  as  it  could 
have  been  b^  the  States  from  which  it  was  derived. 

The  President  has  declared,  that,  **  while  the  chief  oih 
ject  of  duties  should  be  revenue,  they  may  be  so  adjusted 
as  to  encourage  manufactures."    It  seems  to  the  commit- 
tee that  this  remark  is  in  plain  collision  with  the  sentiments 
which  he  has  previously  maintained.  He  has  observed  that 
tlie  authority  to  impose  duties  on  imports,  having  passed 
from  the  States,  "the  right  to  exercise  it  for  the  purpose 
oi* protcctioH  does  not  exist  in  them."  If  it  is  "not  pos- 
sessed by  the  General  Government,  it  must  be  extinct." 
"  Our  political  S3'stem  would  thus  present  the  anomaly  of 
a  people,  stripped  of  a  right  to  foster  their  own  industry, 
and  to  counteract  the  most  selfish  and  destructive  policy 
which  could  be  adopted  by  foreign  nations."    If  revenue 
alone  is  wanted,  duties  for  that  object  should  be  imposed. 
If  protection  to  domestic  industry  is  required,  let  duties 
be  imposed  to  "foster  it."     Why  should  the  chief  object 
be  revenue — ^why  protection  Hcondary — when  the  Trea- 
sury may  be  full  r     Many  now  apprehend  that  our  reve- 
nue is,  and  will  be,  too  abundant.   But  protection  "against 
the  most  selfish  and  destructive  policy  of  foreign  nations" 
can  be  secured  by  duties  on  imports.     By  them  alone* 
Then  they  should  be  adjusted  to  secure  protection.     This 
should  be  the  primary  object.    The  protecting  power 
having  once  belonged  to  the  .States,  and  now  transferred  to 
the  General  Government,  it  may  be  used,  as  the  good  of 
the  nation  demands,  for  a  primary,  not  a  secondary,  object. 
It  ought  not  to  be  loosely  itfbched  to  the  skirts  of  reve- 
nue.    Domestic  industry'  is  a  single,  g^eat,  even  pre-emi- 
nent, interest  of  the   nation.      It  has  been  intrusted  to 
the  guardian  care  of  the  constitution.    It  now  demands 
the  exercise  of  that  power,  which  tlie  States  have  surren- 
dered, for  its  promotion  and  preservation. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  further  obsen'es,  that, 
in  the  adjustment  of  protecting  duties,  the  Government 
should  "  be  guided  by  the  general  good. "  As  an  abstract 
proposition  this  may  be  admitted.  The  general  inter- 
est is  the  interest  cf  each;  and  it  is  only  necessary  that 
that  interest  should  be  understood  to  ensure  the  conlial 
support  of  some  wlio  think  "  it  encourages  abuses  which 
ought  to  be  corrected,  ami  promotes  injustice  which  ought 
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to  be  obviated."  He  also  advises  Congress  that  objects  of 
national  importance  ought  alone  to  be  protected.  Of 
these,  the  productions  of  our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our 
workshops,  *' essential  to  national  defence,  occupy  thd 
first  rank.  Whatever  other  species  of  domestic  industry, 
havihg  the  importance  to  which  I  have  referred,  may  be 
expected,  after  temporary  protection,  to  compete  with 
foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,  merit  the  same  attention  in 
a  subordinate  degree."  Suppose  the  opinion  to  be  cor- 
rect, **that  objects  of  national  importance  ought  alone  to 
be  protected,"  what  then?  The  President  has  not,  by  this 
general  ezpres«on,  afforded  the  least  aid  in  adjusting  the 
details  of  a  protecting  tariff.  If  the  action  of  Government 
could  be  confined  to  abstract  rules  and  principles,  little 
difference  of  opinion  would  probably  exist  in  the  nation. 
The  great  embarrassment  is  found  in  making  an  applica- 
tion of  excellent  theory  to  practical  and  useful  purpose. 
The  protecting  system,  the  tariff,  is  composed  of  humble 
items.  These,  united,  makeup  the  great  mass  of  national 
industry.  Had  the  President  been  pleased  to  designate  a 
few  items  only,  which  he  supposed  to  possess  <*  national 
importance,"  or  had  he  pomted  out  what  « comforts  of 
life  are  taxed  unnecessarily  high — ^what  are^the  interests 
too  local  and  minute  to  justify  a  general  exaction,  which  it 
undertakes  to  protect,  and  what  kinds  of  manufactures  for 
which  the  country  is  not  ripe,  it  attempts  to  force,"  we 
should  then  have  the  light  and  benefit  of  illustration. 

General  theory  may  be  adopted  with  perfect  unanimity. 
Its  application  to  real  use,  its  coming  aown  to  the  every 
day  exertion  of  our  farmers  and  mechanics,  is  a  different 
affair.  Under  general  theory,  any  one  can  make  a  retreat 
and  maintain  that  it  has  been  done  with  consistency  and 
honor.  Theory  is  best  explained  by  its  application  to  the 
axe,  the  plough,  the  hammer,  and  the  spindle.  The  Chief 
Magistrate  presides  over  a  people,  who  are  engaged  in 
unceasing  and  untiring  industry.  Congress  has  ^r  years, 
and  on  repeated  occasions,  exercised  its  wisdom  on  the 
tariff.  Its  best  efforts  have  been  made.  If  errora  (fxist, 
it  would  seem  reasonable  to  expect,  that  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, looking  abroad  from  his  high  station  over  all  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  observing  their  mutual  relations 
and  dependencies,  should  intimate  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  what  particular  business  of  life  has  been  too 
warmly  cherished-^what  too  coldly  neglected .  In  adjust- 
ing the  details  of  the  tariff,  Congress  has  done  what  it 
deemed  best  for  the  general  good.  To  reach  the  em- 
ployments of  life,  it  must  go  down  to  particulars.  If  the 
President  is  still  dissatisfied,  it  might  have  been  hoped  that 
he  would  have  designated  the  precise  error.  It  will 
always  be  borne  in  mind,  by  practical  men,  and  they  com- 
pose the  mass  of  the  nation,  that  abstract  theory,  however 
splendid,  does  but  little  good,  unless  it  comes  to  the  aid  of 
every  muscle  of  labor.  In  what  consists  the  defect  of  the 
existing  tariff?  Individuals  may  discover  imperfections, 
but  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  nation  has  repeatedly  de- 
clared that  material  change  is  not  demanded.  Nothing 
better,  under  existing  circumstances,  can  be  done.  Then 
let  doubt  and  uncertainty  be  avoided.  They  are  evils  next 
to  the  surrender  of  the  whole  system. 

The  message  advises  Con^ss  that  **  objects  of  nation- 
al importance  alone  ought  to  be  protectedj  of  these,  the 
productions  of  our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our  workshops, 
essential  to  national  defence,  occupy  the  first  rank."  It 
is  to  be  presumed  that  Congress  has  not  been  unmindful 
of  productions  «*  essential  to  national  defence."  But  the 
President  says,  "the  present  tariff  taxes  some  of  the  com- 
forts of  life  unnecessarily  high."  They  are  not  defined. 
In  the  minds  of  many,  what  might  be  essential  to  national 
defence,  might  also  promote  the  comforts  of  life.  If  the 
message  meant  only  guns,  powder,  and  bullets,  difference 
of  opinion,  even  then,  might  exist,  as  to  the  c  xtent  of  pro- 
tection which  ought  to  be  aftbrded  to  the  various  ele- 
ments of  which  they  arc  comi)08ed.     Its  practical  mean- 


ing is,  therefore,  obscure.  Iron,  it  is  presumed,  vcuk' 
be  considered  essential  to  "national  defence,"  and,bei:^ 
the  product  of  "our  mines,"  should  be  protected.  Bui 
that  protection  which  would  produce  the  material  fn^i 
musket  would  also  furnish  it  for  axes  and  ploughv  A 
duty  that  would  give  us  domestic  bullets,  is  all  that  ykj^x 
be  required  to  supply  the  country  with  domestic  ksd  for 
every  use.  But  are  muskets,  and  powder,  and  bullets,  iTi 
that  may  be  essential  to  "national  defence?"  Anim^ 
might  be  most  abundantly  provided  with  these,  and  vet 
be  totally  inefficient  in  the  field,  if  it  wanted  hats,  and 
coats,  and  shirts,  and  shoes,  and  blankets.  The  condjtic*. 
of  our  country,  during  the  last  war,  furnished  a  well  de- 
fined illustration  of  this  sentiment.  Various  manuk- 
tures,  then,  were  considered  of  national  importance,  vhkL 
the  doctrines  of  free  trade  now  erase  from  tlie  catalog'tt. 
But  a  duty  imposed  for  promoting  the  domestic  manufa:- 
ture  of  these  articles,  for  military  purposes  alone,  To*i! 
be  an  anomaly  in  the  annals  of  any  nation.  That  pretty- 
ing policy  which  could  supply  die  wants  of  snanLvir 
war  must  be  allowed  to  operate  In  peace.  Htncc*i>f 
difficulty  of  any  classification  of  interests,  while  all  »••« 
distinctly  and  equally  governed  by  the  same  great  confii 
tutional  power  derived  from  the  Suites.  It  is  al«  to  Ik 
remembered  that  peace  with  the  world  is  the  natural  ck 
dition  of  this  country.  It  is  not  the  foreign  bayonet  tlat 
we  have  the  most  reason  to  apprehend:  it  is  the  "?£lfi<^ 
and  destructive  policy  which  might  be  adopted  by  fc«rcif 
nations."  To  guard  against  this  is  an  object  of  "  niriaal 
importance."  For  peace  or  war  tlie  protecting  policy  & 
equally  adapted,  and  it  is  believed  by  the  committee  ik 
the  best  preparation  for  national  defence  maybe  found  is 
the  rigorous  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace.  Our  [wopk 
ought  not  to  be  perpetually  dependent  on  orders  in  coua- 
cil  or  decrees  of  ejnperors.  ,  Our  country  ought  net  tc 
wait,  until  invasion  surrounds  it,  and  then  beg  bbnkfy 
from  invaders  to  warm  a  shivering  army,  engaged  b 
"  national  defence." 

The  President  alludes  to  another  species  of  indusfc^ 
Iiaving  the  importance  to  which  he  before  had  referred,  js^ 
which  may  be  expected,  afler  "temporary  protectior, t; 
compete  with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms."  Thb  sp< 
cies  of  industry,  in  his  opinion,  merits  "  the  same  attcf- 
tion,  in  a  subordinate  degree,"  while,  in  speaking  of  ob- 
jects "essential  to  national  defence,"  he  prescribes  no  tas 
tation,  either  as  to  the  extent  of  protection  oritsduraiici 
The  other  class  he  considers  entitled  to  the  "same  aUcfr 
tion,"  yet  qualified  by  the  expression,  in  "  a  subordiis^f 
degree."  This  qualification  seems  to  render  it  diffio;^ 
if  not  impossible  to  ascertain  the  Extent  of  the  rule  wlsca 
he  has  adopted  for  his  own  action,  and  *lhe  guidance  cf 
Congress.  Instead  of  opening  a  luminous  pathwy,  ^ 
which  all  branches  of  the  Government  may  n>o«  w  ir. 
unison  and  safety,  new  embarrassments  appear  to  U 
added  to  those  already  encountered  by  Congress  in  adjujt- 
ing  the  detailed  provisions  of  the  tarin.  It  would  awcito 
be  the  meaning  of  the  President,  that,  after  a  temporir 
protection  has  been  extended  to  a  manufiicture  foraivi' 
sonable  period,  if  it  "cannot  then  compete  wthforei^ 
labor  on  equal  terms, "  it  docs  not  merit  protection.  1  r-  • 
docti'inc  has  been  repeatedly  advanced  in  Congress,  -f  ■ 
the  committee  presume  it  to  be  the  doctrine  of  the  ^^ 
sage.  But  it  will  not  stand  the  test  of  experiment.  Pncr 
to  the  late  war,  the  coarse  muslins  consumed  in  thelRitet 
States  were  imported  from  India,  and  cost  tlic  conaiio^r 
about  twenty.five  cents  the  yard.  By  the  war  the  flippy 
was  cut  ofl' — our  cotton  mills  began  to  move,  andapaf^* 
supply  was  furnished.  At  its  close,  when  the  India  ccv 
tons  were  again  imported,  most  of  these  establishmti;^ 
were  ruined.  By  the  tariflT  of  1816,  establishing  «<»• 
was  called  the  minimum  duty  on  coarse  cottons,  iheboc? 
market  was  effectually  secured  to  our  bofne  ™»nufacwer|^ 
Under  its    fostering  influence  they  have  flourisIi«' » 
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multiplied;  and  such  have  been  our  improvements  in  skill, 
und  labor,  and  machinery,  that  the  consumer,  instead  of 
paying  twenty-five  cents,  now  purchases  at  home  a  much 
better  article  for  eight  cents  the  yard.  Large  exporta. 
tions  of  tliem  are  made  to  foreign  countries.  They  are 
carried  to  India,  China,  and  South  America,  where  they 
are  sold  to  advantage.  But  suppose  the  protecting  duty 
withdrawn,  andtlie  American  manufacturer  left  to  "com- 
pete with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms.*'  Admit  the  cot- 
tons of  India«  England,  and  Scotland,  and  what  would  be 
the  effect?  Within  two  years  not  a  single  cotton  mill  in 
the  United  States  would  be  in  motion.  The  immense  cap- 
ital invested  in  them,  amounting  to  many  millions,  would 
be  utterly  sunk  to  the  country*,  and  their  owners  irretriev- 
ably ruined.  And  why }  Not  because  we  cannot  make 
goods  asdieap  as  in  Manchester  and  Glasgow,  but  because 
a  war  would  be  waged  by  British  capitsd  agiilnst  Ameri- 
can capital — ti  war  of  extermination.  Such  a  war  has 
been  waged  upon  every  article  of  American  industr}\ 
whenever  the  protecting  duty  lias  been  inadequate,  or  the 
law  extending  the  duty  so  framed,  that  mercantile  cupidity 
and  the  cunning  of  foreign  manufacturers  could  evade  it. 

There  is  another  rule  laid  down  by  the  President  which 
the  committee  have  thought  proper  to  examine.  It  is  con- 
tained in  the  expresnon  that  '*  objects  of  national  import' 
ance  akme  ought  to  be  protected."  Tlie  committee  will 
not  here  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  question  whether 
Congress  may  not  protect  objects  local  in  character.  The 
States,  in  their  original  independence  before  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  could  have  used  the  power  of  impos- 
ing* duties  on  imports  for  the  express  purpose  of  protect- 
ing local  objects,  according  to  the  doctrine  entertained  by 
the  President,  in  which  the  committee  fully  concur.  The 
several  States  no  longer  possess  that  power.  Whe^e  is  it? 
Where  has  it  fled?  On  what  shelf  is  it  laid?  The  Go- 
vernnient  of  the  Union  possesses  it,  or  it  has  become  "ex- 
tinct." If  an  object  did  present  itself,  purely  local  in  its 
character,  and  its  protection  was  demanded  by  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  a  single  State,  and  this  could  be 
best  done,'  or  done  only,  by  the  delegated  power  from  the 
States  to  impose  duties  on  imports,  it  should  be  well  con- 
sidered, before  Congress  rejected  a  proposition  for  that 
purpose.  The  discussion  of  this  subject,  at  this  time,  is 
not  intended.  It  may,  however,  be  intimated  that  it  is  the 
iuty  of  the  General  Government  to  protect  every  State, 
county,  and  town,  in  the  Union  from  invasion.  The  Go- 
vernment of  the  Union  is  bound  to  protect  every  inch  of 
}ur  soil  from  a  hostile  bayonet.  It  has  equal  power  to 
srotect  every  finger  of  domestic  industry  against  foreign 
competition.  Let  it  be  firmly  exercised.  It  matters  but 
ittle  to  real  national  independence,  whether  foreign  guns 
yr  foreign  labor  conquer  us.  However  this  may  be  con« 
nderedy  it  is  fiilly  believed  by  the  committee,  that  the 
present  tariff,  taken  together,  or  in  the  minutest  detail,  is 
lational  in  its  cliaracter,  although  ^the  language  of  the 
President  may  seem  to  imply,  that,  in  this  respect,  it  is 
iefective.  He  has  also  told  us  in  his  message,  that,  **  it 
s  an  infirmity  lof  our  nature,  to  mingle  our  interests  and 
prejudices,  with  the  operation  of  our  reasoning  powers, 
ind  attribute  to  the  objects  of  our  likes  aad  dislikes,  quali- 
ies  they  do  not  possess,  and  effects  they  cannot  produce," 
hat  our  delibemtions  on  this  interesting  subject  should  be 
jninfluenced  "  by  partisan  conflicts,"  and  ahould  not  be 
nade  subservient  <'to  the  short-sighted  views  of  faction." 
rhe  committee  have  a  due  regard  both  to  the  admonition 
ind  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  President;  and  they 
Iso  entertain  a  most  ardent  hope,  that  our  fellow-citizens 
vill  keep  a  steady,  searching  eye  on  every  movement  of 
>olitical  ambition,  in  whatever  quarter  of  our  country  it 
nay  appear.  It  may  speak  well  and  pleasantly  to  the  pub- 
ic ear,  m  hvor  of  a  national  protecting  system,  and  yet, 
v'lth  a  calm,  ^r,  honest-looking  countenance,  scatter 
>ach  mysterious^  yet  captivating  doubts,  as  to  the  value  of 
Vol.  VII I 


its  different  provisions,  that  « small  minorities"  may  be 
taught  how  to  form  a  "combination"  to  overthrow  it. 

What  gives  national  importance  to  an  object,  or  pro- 
duction of  domestic  industry?  How  is  its  national  import- 
ance discovered?  Whence  derived — ^by  what  principle 
decided?  Is  it  the  place  of  production  in  the  United  States; 
that  imparts  to  it  the  character  of  '*  national  importance  ?" 
Must  production  be  found  in  every  narrow  subdivision  of 
the  country?  Must  it,  of  necessity,  be  "general,  not  lo- 
cal ?"  Should  the  answer  be  in  the  affirmative,  the  concen- 
trated wisdom  of  the  nation  would  never  provide  a  protect- 
ing tariff'.  Our  various  soils,  our  different  climates,  our 
diversified  objects  of  industry,  would  present  an  impassa- 
ble baiTier  against  the  adoption  of  any  system  of  protec- 
tion. The  farmer  who  grows  wheat,  asks  tlie  aid  of  Go- 
vernment to  protect  that  article.  He  knows  that  Polatid, 
Russia,  the  Barbary  States  and  France,  may  furnish,  at 
times,  wheat  cheaper  on  the  seaboard,  than  he  can  afford 
it.  When  lie  asks  protection,  an  objection  is  made.  Some 
portions  of  tlie  Union  do  not  produce  wheat  Its  produc- 
tion is  not  general.  It  roust  be  rejected.  Butter  and 
cheese  are  presented  for  protection.  Our  farmers  can 
produce  them  in  abundance.  The  Irish  tenant,  who  sub- 
sists on  the  humblest  fare  that  unfeeling  oppression  deals 
out,  may  furnish  them  cheaper  than  the  cultivators  of  our 
soil.  Yet  it  is  discovered,  that  portions  of  our  extended 
country  are  unable  to  produce  butter  and  cheese.  They 
cannot  be  protected.     They  are  "local"  and  not  general. 

Iron  is  named.  This  is  indispensable  in  peace  and  war. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  for  a  time,  fiimished  by  boors  and 
serfs,  laboring  under  the  Command  of  Russian  and  Swedish 
nobility,  a  little  cheaper  than  the  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey  forgemen  can  produce  it,  and  live  as  independent 
citizens  ought  to  Kve  in  a  fiee  country.  But  iron  is  a 
"local  object,  not  gfeneral."    It  must  be  rejected. 

Hemp  is  named,  an  article  so  valuable  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  all  branches  of  the  navigation  of  our  coimtiy. 
The  strong  arm  of  protection  holds  foreign  navigation 
away  from  our  domestic  trade.  It  should  unfurl  Ameri« 
can  canvass  with  delight.  It  should  also  be  well  kept  in 
mind,  that  the  great  bmly  of  American  consumers  of  foreign 
productions  sustain  navigation  engac;ed  in  foreign  com- 
merce. The  splendid  ship  that  carries  and  brings  is  still 
subordinate  to  the  interests-of  those  who  buy  and  use,  and 
pay  for  the  cargo.  The  merchants  on  our  seaboard  may 
heap  up  wealth,  build  palaces,  command  the  luxuries  of 
life,  but  they  must  well  keep  in  mind,  that  they  all  owe 
their  prosperity  to  the  strong  arm  of  labor;  thev  owe 
to  the  daily  toil  of  our  yeomanry,  whether  engag^  m  sub- 
duing the  summits  of  the  Green  mountains,  or  cultivating 
the  glens  of  the  Allegany.  Let,  then,  the  hemp  of  OhiOy 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  be  protected.  Let  tne  people 
of  those  States  have  a  share  in  the  advantages  of  that  poli- 
cy, which  they  are  willing  to  defend.  If  it  has  so  happea- 
ed,  that  navi^tion  engaged  in  our  foreign  trade,  is  suffer- 
ing from  foreign  competition,  it  is  owing  to  itself.  AH 
which  it  asked  for  protection  was  freely  granted,  ^hen 
it  had  gained  such  an  ascendancy,  as  tt  supposed  would 
enable  it  to  challenge  foreign  aompetition,  it  triiunphantlY 
told  the  Government  that  protection  was  no  lonrer  wanted. 
Hence  treaty  after  treaty  has  been  concluded  ror  recipro- 
cal navigation.  Thii  was  urged  by  the  advocates  of  firee 
trade.  If  now  it  is  a  little  crippled,  if  other  nations  sap- 
ply  us  with  a  little  more  navigation,  is  it  a  greater  evil  than 
if  foreigners  supplied  us  with  a  little  more  iron,  or  hemp, 
or  sugar,  or  cotton,  or  woollens?  Must  the  great  system 
of  protection  be  abandoned,  because  navigation  has  been 
indulged  in  its  wish  and  has  been  somewhat  disappointed? 
The  advocates  of  free  trade  ought  rather  to  rejoice  that 
our  interest  is  free  from  the  fetters  of  protection. 

If  foreign  nations  can  buUd  ships  cheaper  than  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales,  why  not  cheeriiiUy  empknr 
them  ?    AccQnUng  to  the  doctrines  of  free  Uide^  so  much 
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would  be  gained.  But  yet  if  navigation  wants  assistance, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  power  which  pro* 
tected  itH  inrancy,  if  desired,  will  come  cheerfully  again  to 
its  support,  in  every  way  and  by  aU  means  consistent  with 
the  great  interests  of  the  country.  But  hemp  is  a  "  local  not 
a  general'^  production,  and  must,  therefore,  be  rejected. 
Sugar  is  proposed.  It  is  an  article  of  necessity,  comfort, 
and  luxury.  It  cannot  be  produced  in  Maine  or  Penn- 
sylvania. Its  production  must  be  confined  to  the  warm 
region  of  our  country,  where  the  great  staples  of  other 
ports  are  uncongenial.  But  it  must  be  rejected  according 
to  the  rule.  Its  production  is  local — ^not  genei-al.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  cotton  and  wool,  of  every  article 
named  in  the  tariff.  The  greatest  and  most  valuable  pro- 
ductions of  domestic  industry  are  more  or  less  local  in  their 
origln-^not  general.  Hence,  if  the  rule  is,  that  every  por- 
tion of  tlie  country  must  alike  contribute  to  tlie  production 
of  an  article,  t^hich  the  constitution  will  allow  to  be  pro- 
tected, there  never  can  be  a  protecting  tariff  at  all;  human 
wisdom  could  not  devise  one  which  would  confer  the  least 
benefit  on  the  country. 

The  rule  tl>at  any  particular  object  of  domestic  industry 
must  possess  **  national  importance,"  to  entitle  it  to  pro- 
tection, may  be  safely  adopted,  if  properly  understood  and 
applied.  A  broad  view  might  be  taken  of  the  condition 
of  the  country,  of  its  productions,  of  its  various  business, 
of  its  perpetually  blending  and  mingling,  interests.  We 
must  see  tlie  mutual  relations  which  exist  between  tlie 
narrowest  sections  of  our  country,  and  ascertain  how  wide- 
ly and  generally  the  various  productions  of  domestic  in- 
dustry are  di(»tributcd  amongst  the  people.  We  should 
ascertain,  for  the  practical  purpose  of  legislation,  what 
articles  of  domestic  production,  great  or  small,  may  be  re- 
quired for  general  use;  what  articles  the  people  want; 
what  their  comfort  and  convenience  demand;  what  articles 
are  gathered  up  and  distributed  by  the  trade,  business,  and 
commerce  of  the  country.  The  mames  of  the  articles  may  be 
humble — it  may  be  broadcloths,  wood-screws,  thimbles,  bar 
iron,  steam-engines,  or  the  fabrics  of  cotton.  But,  whatever 
its  name,  the  right  of  protection  must  be  considered  witli 
reference  to  the  great  principles  before  mentioned. 

By  these  principles,  it  is  believed,  the  present  tirifT  can 
be  nilly  sustained. 

The  President  has  advised  Cong^ress,  that  the  tariff  is 
considered,  by  almost  all,  as  defective  in  many  of  its  parts. 
Suppose  this  correct,  it  is  proposed  to  inquire  whether 
greater  perfection  can  be  attained.  If  so,  how.'  The 
President  has  left  Congress  unadvised.  The  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  have  recently,  after  their  maturest 
deliberation,  come  to  their  best  result.  The  details  may 
be  imperfect.  As  a  system,  it  "works  well."  Those 
whose  interests  are  involved  are  generally  satisfied.  It  is 
81  subject  of  so  much  delicacy,  that  <<  it  should  be  touched 
with  the  utmost  caution." 

The  committee  must  be  fully  convinced  that  improve- 
ments can  be  made,  or  they  cannot,  with  a  proper  re- 
spect to  tiie  '*  extended  interests  it  involves,"  hazard  an 
effort.  Such  is  the  <*  infirmity  of  our  natures,"  tliat  the 
enemies  of  the  protecting  system  would  rejoice  to  have 
the  benefit  of  little  « likes  and  dislikes,"  to  aid  them  in 


their  attacks.     The  President  also  expresses  his  opinion,  but  with  open 


may  apply  to  other  countries.  As  applied  to  this  countrr, 
it  is  clearly  erroneous.  Appreciation  in  any  commodi^, 
gold,  silver,  com,  or  lumber,  depends,  in  a  great  degw, 
on  abundance  or  scarcity.  If  currency,  whether  cor)- 
posed  of  silver,  gold,  or  bank  notes,  is  plenty,  the  noiBi- 
nal  price  of  all  articles  required  for  general  consumptkw 
will  rise,  because  the  owners  of  currency  must  use  it  for 
profit.  The  greater  the  plenty,  the  more  it  will  be  xisd. 
In  such  case,  less  profit  will  satisfy.  This  cauae  enbix» 
the  price  of  every  tiling  that  currency  purchases: fori; 
must  and  will  be  employed.  The  precious  metalsare  tiie 
base  of  our  national  currency.  Our  coromcrci^  open* 
tions  are  filled  with  them.  Excliange  on  foreign  lutioB 
was  never  lower;  and  if  it  seems  to  be  against  us,  itis 
only  because  we  have,  bylaw,  established  a rehtlFCTalis 
between  silver  and  gold,  which  the  rest  of  the  world  ri3 
not  adopt. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed,  that  the  "  rtdu«d 
price"  of  domestic  productions  is  caused  by  "the  i*- 
creased  i*alue"  of  the  precious  metals.  It  is  to  be  i:- 
tributed  to  domestic  competition,  and  to  an  additiori) 
the  great  supply  of  the  world;  and  that  ifie  ad«nce  of 
the  price  of  cotton,  and  the  steady  support  of  "c^ie 
agi'iculturai  products,"  is  owing  to  the  diveraficdei- 
pToyments  encouraged  by  the  protecting  system.  Hid 
the  precious  metals  ••  increased  in  value,"  the  bencfiiirf 
the  tariff  would  have  been  far  more  conspicuous.  Pn» 
would  have  been  lower  still.  The  tendency  of  sad 
opinions  of  the  President,  as  to  the  cause  of  the  ki? 
prices  of  domestic  manufactures,  is  to  excite  prcja-fee 
against  the  protecting  system;  to  render  it,  inlhecsiaa- 
tioii  of  our  fellow-citizens,  an  object  of  little  importj-^ 
The  error  of  such  opinions  the  committee  consider  ittliftr 
duty  to  expose.  _  ,. 

The  President  has  informed  us,  that  «*  the  best,  «».ii 
as  the  fairest  mode  of  detemuning,  whether,  from  «» 
just  considerations,  a  particular  interest  ought  to  rc:ti« 
protection,  would  be  to  submit  the  question  singly  fc- 
consideration.  If,  after  du^  examination  of  its  D)crA 
unconnected  with  extraneous  considerations^siicb  « * 
desire  to  sustain  a  general  svstem,  or  to  purchase  juppf- 
for  a  different  interest— it  should  enlist  in  its  fa\oratB^ 
rity  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  thvre  cao-s 
but  little  danger  of  wrong  or  injury  in  adjusting  tic  a- 
riff,  irith  reference  to  its  protective  effect'*  The  cos- 
mittee  pass  over  the  caution  against  «*  extraneous  C3» 
derations;"  that  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  Hepr« 
sentatives  of  the  people.  The  suggestions  of  the  P* 
dent,  which  relate  to  the  manner  m  which  a  protectisj 
tariff  should  be  formed,  the  committee  believe  cannot  * 
adopted.  If  such  views  had  prevailed  since  the  ariop«" 
of  the  constitution,  no  tariff  for  the  protection  of  t.c«* 
tic  industry  would  have  existed.  If  they  now  prevail,  a 
all  the  branches  of  the  Goveniment,  the  UrifT  has  do  » 
cape  from  total  destruction.  «     » 

The  framers  of  our  constitution  were  equally  d^-- 
guished  for  profound  intelligence  and  the  purest  jw^^^tiff 
In  their  great  design  to  provide  a  government  for  tti:s  r 
public,  which  should  promote  and  secure  the  \wou*  e- 
terests  of  every  ^  ortion,  did  they  adopt  a  single  yv^^ 
ith  open  and  avowed  desire  to  make  a  genefal  ^P" 


that  '*  the  effects  of  tlie  present  tariff  are  doubtless  over 
rated,  both  in  its  evils  and  advantages."  The  committee 
are  confident  that  its  evils  are  most  unreasonably  **  over- 
rated.'* Its  advantages  are  so  manifest,  that  they  have 
been,  in  the  estimation  of  many,  too  greatly  undervalued. 
The  President  advises  us,  that  the  decreased  price  of  raw 
materials,  manufactured  articles,  provisions,  and  lands, 
arises  from  a  cause  "deeper  and  more  pervading  tlian  the 
tariff  of  the  United  States."  He  supposes  <<  it  may,  in  a 
measure,  be  attributable  to  the  increeued  vaiue  of  the  pre- 
cious metals." 

The  committee  are  unable  to  say  how  far  this  remark 


tem?  Did  not  every  State  present,  in  bold  rehef.  its  «F^ 
rate  claims  and  interests?  Was  not  each  septate  and  «- 
tinct  claim  and  interest  presented  by  the  difierent  ie^»^ 
hers  of  the  Convention,  and  well  considered  by  ihc  vw- 
It  was  by  uniting  interests,  great  and  small,  scattcnrc  , 
and  wide,  that  our  system  of  Government  was  adcp  .>^^ 
Had  "a  particular  interest"  been  submitted  "an,^ 
from  some  portion  of  the  countrj-,  and  that,  a*®""^'^  ,j 
have  been  regarded,  the  Convention  roust  have  ^  .'^ 
without  giving  it  a  glance  of  notice.  But  the  ^^^^^ 
that  august  assembly  did  make  mutual  concessK>ns 
compromises,  in  order  to  establish  a  general  iTsteO- 
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The  President  has  advisee!  Confess,  that  the  power  of 
ipotectinif  domestic  industry,  by  the  aid  of  duties  on  iin- 
>orts,  belonjTs  to  the  General'  Government.  This,  all 
enow,  is  secured  by  a  constitution,  founded  on  liberal 
roncession  and  compromise.  The  committee  believe  that 
he  protecting  power  may  be  exercised,  without  exposure 
o  impeachment  for  motives,  on  the  same  pHnciples  as 
^verned  the  Convention  which  framed  and  recommended 
wir  constitution,  and  the  people  who  ratified  it.  The  ap- 
ilication  of  this  protecting  power  must  be  made  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  There  is  no  other  way 
>y  -a-hicl;  it  can  be  exercised.  Then,  how  can  this  be 
lone?  How  can  it  be  brought  down,  home,  to  business 
ind  bosom?  If  a  blacksmith  asks  the  Government  of  the 
Jnion  to  protect  the  manufacture  of  an  axe,  must  this 
[uestion  be  submitted  *«  singly"  for  deliberation?  Must  a 
eparatc  bill  be  introduced,  and  a  vote  of  Congress  taken? 
Shall  abstract  theory  place  the  seal  of  silence  on  the  lips 
>f  the  blacksmith,  and  forbid  him  to  say  that  he  wishes 
he  forge,  the  loom,  the  sugar  plantation,  also,  to  be  pro- 
ected?  The  consequences  arc  too  plain  for  extensive 
commentary.  The  great  interests  of  the  nation  will  hold 
j^encrous  communion  among  themselves.  They  will 
nsike  common  cause;  they  will  make  mutual  concessions, 
rompromises,  and  even  sacrifices,  to  promote  the  gfeneral 
velfure,  in  imitation  of  the  example  set  by  the  great 
bunders  of  our  Government.  Different  interesU  have  a 
•ig^lit  to  consult  each  other.  Tliey  will  do  so.  They 
lave  always  done  so.  They  must  and  will  act  in  concert  if 
hey  expect  to  exist.  Mutual  aid  may  be  required  by  tlie 
:ivil  interests  of  the  country,  asmuch'as  mutual  assistance 
»ras  once  required  from  the  different  States  at  New  Or- 
eans,  or  Plattsbur|^li.  Statesmen  who  understand  human 
latiire  must  admit  it.  It  is  sanctioned  by  the  purest  ex- 
implcs  of  our  country— of  all  countries.  In  the  adjust- 
nent  of  the  existing  tariff,  it  might  be  presumed  by  ano- 
her  branch  of  the  Government  that  Congress  did  its' duty; 
hat  it  did  not  improperly  obtain  support  for  different  in- 
ercsts.  It  must  still  be  kept  in  mind,  that  if  the  infirmity 
>f  our  nature  rendered  it  defective  in  its  origin,  an  at- 
empt  at  revision  migjit  add  to  its  imperfection. 

American  manufactures  have  had  a  long  and  arduous 
:onflict  with  the  popular,  yet  delusive  doctrine,  that  addi- 
ional  duties  for  their  protection  are  taxes  on  the  consu- 
ner;  and  that  every^man  who  wears  a  coat  pays  the  duty 
m  posed  into  the  pockets  of  the  manufacturer.  The  com- 
n'lttee  will  not  go  into  any  train  of  reasoning  to  show  its 
'allacy.  They  will  merely  advert  to  a  few  facts;  and  they 
congratulate  the  friends  of  the  American  system,  that  the 
nemory  of  every  man  in  the  nation  can  furnish  abundant 
evidence  that  in  all  cases  where  the  material  is' found  at 
)omc,  and  the  protecting  duty  has  been  adequate,  the  do- 
nestic  article  becomes  cheaper  in  price,  and  improved  in 
quality.  Cotton  goods  furnish  a  striking  example  of  this 
nith,  and  every  man  who  wears  a  cotton  shirt  knows  it. 
riie  article  of  nails  furnishes  another  proof,  as  is  well 
cnown  to  every  man  who  builds  a  house.  The  committee 
niglit  enumerate  hundreds  of  articles,  such  as  hats,  caps, 
khoes,  boots,  and  cheese,  to  sustain  them — but  they  know 
t  would  be  superfluous.  The  tax  is  not  paid,  because 
he  articles  are  not  imported.  The  duty  secures  the  mar- 
cet  to  the  home  manufacturer;  and  domestic  competition 
imong  tlte  manufacturers  reduces  the  cost  to  the  lowest 
possible  price,. while,  at  the  same  time,  it  improves  the 
[uality.  This  is  the  plain  truth  of  the  matter;  and  it  is 
10W  so  well  understood  by  the  great  mass  of  the  nation,  that 
he  American  8>'stem  will  not  be  surrenderedmor  abandoned 
(O  long  as  the  people  elect  their  own  rulers.  It  has  taken 
leep  root  in  our  soil — the  tree  is  flourishing,  its  branches 
lave  extended  far  and  wide,and  the  people  will  irown  indig- 
nantly upon  every  effort  to  witlier  its  leaf,  or  to  blast  its 


'nut. 


The  President  liaving,  in  the  proper  exercise  of  hisdu* 


ty,  submitted  to  Cong^ss  his  views  of  the  tariff,  and  these 
having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
it  became  the  committee  to  give  them  a  candid  and  re* 
spectful  consideration*  This  diey  have  endeavored  to  do. 
Being  representatives  of  the  people,  they  have  no  apology 
to  make  for  the  freedom  with  which  the  opinions  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  on  this  interesting  and  delicate  subject, 
have  been  examined. 

In  framing  the  tariff,  they  believe  that  the  acknowledge 
ed  principles  of  the  constitution  have  been  applied,  as 
faithfully  as  **  Washington,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Mon- 
roe," could  have  desired:  that  the  present  tariff,  although 
it  may  be  defective  in  parts,  is  adjusted  on  principles  which 
those'  g^eat  statesmen  approved.  Had  they  been  employ* 
ed  to  consider  its  details,  and  adapt  them  to  the  present 
condition  of  our  country,  and  the  world,  and  their  united 
wisdom  had  been  exerted,  every  one  might  have  discov- 
ered *<  imperfection  in  many  of  its  parts;"  yet,  as  a  system, 
all  of  them  would,  most  cheerfully,  have  given  it  their 
powerful  and  hearty  support.  They  understood  the  *' in- 
firmity of  our  nature"  too  well,  to  de^sig^ate  a  single  inter- 
est, and  trust  it  to  single  consideration.  They  would 
have  made  all  interests  that  required  protection  come  forth 
together,  stand  side  by  side,  and  then  provide  a  system  by 
which  all  could  be  mutually  sustained. 

Tlie  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  tariff  are  national  in  their  character;  that  no  inter- 
est, which  it  has  undertaken  to  protect,  is  "too  minute;" 
that  it  contains  no  evidence  of  attempts  *<to  force  manu- 
factures for  which  the  country  is  not  ripe,"  of  suificient 
importance  to  require  revision;  that  *<no  comforts  of  life 
are  taxed  unnecessarily  high,"  witii  a  proper  regard  to  re- 
venue and  protection;  that  the  "low  prices  of  manu&c- 
tured  articles"  have  not  been  caused  by  the  '*  increased 
value  of  the  precious  metals;"  for  the  precious  metals  were 
never  before  so  abundant  and  cheap  in  the  United  States; 
but,  that  the  low  prices  of  manufactured  articles  are  caus- 
ed, in  a  great  degree,  by  the  existing  tariff,  which  has  made 
the  labor,  skill,  and  enterprise  of  our  people  add  a  vast 
supply  for  consumption  to  the  stores  of  tlie  world. 

'J 'he  committee  fully  believe  that  the  present  general 
prosperity  of  the  country  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the 
protecting  system,  and  if  our  fellow-citizens  can  retain  fiiU 
faith  and  confidence,  that  our  Government  will  firmly  ex- 
ecute its  repeated  and  solemn  promises;  that  it  will  main- 
tain the  high  assurance  of  support  which  our  people  have 
a  right  to  demand  from  its  dignity  and  honors  their  pros- 
perity will  be  daily  and  more  rapidly  promoted,  and  the 
resources  of  our  country  more  and  more  amply  developed. 

The  committee  repeat  that  they  cannot  concur  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  that  in  framing  a  protecting  ti^ 
riff,  each  interest  should  be  presented  **  singly  for  deiibe* 
ration,"  without  any  reference  to  a  general  system.  Bj 
such  a  rule,  it  is  believed,  that  no  protecting  system  could 
ever  have  been  adopted,  and  by  its  influence,  it  is  strongly 
apprehended,  none  can  stand.  The  fears  of  the  commit- 
tee are  the  more  explicitly  declared,  because  enemies  of 
the  system  have,  in  a  manner  that  cannot  be  misunderstood, 
exposed  their  plan  of  operations.  It  is  to  present  each 
object  "singly"  for  deliberation,  and  conquer  the  whole 
system  in  detail. 

The  committee  have  thus  presented  to  the  House  their 
undisgfuised  and  undissembled  opinions  on  the  subject  re- 
ferred, "witli  the  freedom  and  candor  which  they  consid- 
ered the  occasion  for  their  expression"  required.  They 
believe  tliat  the  tariff,  having  been  so  recently  revised,  any 
attempt  to  change  ita  provisions,  at  this  time,  would  spread 
alarm  among  the  g^eat  interests  of  our  country,  shake  con- 
fidence in  the  plighted  faith  of  Government,  destroy  the 
supposed  well-founded  hopesof  millions  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, reduce  them  to  penury,  and  expose  the  wliole  coun- 
try to  the  dangers  of  a  "  most  selfish  policy  which  might 
be  adopted  by  foreign  nations." 
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Counter  Report  on  MEmuJnduree, 


COUNTER  REPORT  UPON  MANUFACTURES. 

House  or  RspasssxTATivxa,  Jax.  13. 

Mr.  MONELL  submitted  the  following  report: 

A  minority  of  the  Cominittee  on  Manutactures,  to  which 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates 
to  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  and  so  much  thereof  as 
respects  manufactures,  not  concurring  in  the  whole  matter 
or  manner  of  the  report  preferred  by  the  majority,  beg 
leave  to  submit  their  views  in  a  separate  report. 

With  the  Pre«dent,  we  fully  concur  in  the  opinion  that 
tbere  is  rreat  cause  for  congratulation  in  the  practical  ope- 
ration or  the  tariff,  proving,  as  it  conclusively  does,  that 
the  injuries  to  our  commercial  interests,  so  confidently 
predicted  by  its  opponents,  have  not  been  realized. 

With  the  Presiaent,  we  also  concur  in  the  constitution- 
ality of  an  adjustment  of  impost  duties,  with  a  view  to  the 
protection  of  our  own  agriculture  and  manufactures.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  frame  a  more  direct,  convincing,  and 
conclusive  argument  on  that  point  than  is  presented  m  the 
message. 

That  the  present  tariff  is  defective  insome  of  its  details, 
we  have  the  concurrent  testimony  of  almost  all  who  have 
written  or  spoken  upon  the  subject  during  its  discussion, 
and  since  its  last  modification.  In  his  message  to  Con- 
gress, at  the  opening  of  December  session,  in  1838,  Presi^ 
dent  Adams  remarked: 

*'  The  tariff  of  the  last  session  was,  in  its  details,  not  ac- 
ceptable to  tlie  great  interests  of  the  Union;  not  even  to 
the  interest  which  it  was  specially  intended  to  subserve. 
Its  object  was  to  balance  the  bui-thcns  on  native  industry, 
hnposed  by  the  operation  of  foreign  laws,  but  not  to  ag- 
gravate the  burthens  of  one  section  of  the  Union  by  the 
relief  afforded  to  another.  To  the  great  principle  sanc- 
tioned in  that  act,  one  of  those  upon  which  the  constitution 
itself  was  framed,  I  hope  and  trust  the  authorities  of  the 
Union  will  adhere.  But  if  any  of  the  duties  imposed  by 
the  act  only  relieve  the  manufacturer  by  aggravating  the 
burthens  of  the  planter,  let  a  careful  revisal  of  its  provi- 
sions, enlightenea  by  the  practical  experience  of  its  effects 
be  directed  to  retain  those  which  impart  protection  to  na- 
ture industry,  and  remove  or  supply  the  place  of  those 
which  only  idleviate  one  national  interest  by  the  depression 
of  another*" 

During  the  progrress  of  the  bill  in  Congress,  a  distin- 
gmshed  friend  of  domestic  industry  from  Vermont  vainly 
attempted  to  amend  it,  and  declared  that  "  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  coarse  fiibric  (woollens)  is  mined  at  a  blow. 
Just  as  we  are  about  to  realize  what  the  friends  of  the 
American  policy  have  foretold  that  American  skill,  indus- 
try, and  enterprise  could  accomplish,  to  make  them  sub- 
servient to  some  fancied  benefit,  we  offer  them  up  as  a 
sacrifice  to  our  enemies." 

A  friend  of  the  protecting  system  from  Massachusetts 
observed,  **  He  was  himself  a  wool  grower,  and  was  firmly 
of  the  belief  that  the  bill  was  utterly  destructive  to  that 
class  of  men;  that  it  put  the  knife  to  the  jugular  vein  of 
eveiy  sheep  in  the  country;  and  that  its  eiffects  would  be 
equidly  destructive  to  the  interests  of  the  manufacturers." 

A  friend  to  the  protecting  policy  from  Maine,  speaking 
the  ]an|^age  of  many  others,  said,  **This  explains  to  us 
why  it  IS  that  those  very  manufacturers  and  their  agents,. 
who  poured  into  the  House  petitions,  beseeching  that  we 
would  sustain  their  sinking  establishments,  now  come  here 
with  remonstrances,  conjuring  us  to  save  them  from  the 
tender  mercies  of  tins  measure.  It  shows  us,  too,  why  the 
bill  is  condemned  by  the  fast  friends  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and,  among  many  others,  by  those  champions  of  the 
American  system,  the  veterans  Nilcs  and  Carey." 

<*  It  is  said  that  the  proposed  duty  on  coarse  v^'ool,  which 
we  now  import  from  the  Mediterranean  and  South  Ameri- 
ca, is  to  benefit  the  agriculturist.  It  is  certainly  a  great 
injury  to  the  manufacturers  and  the  consumers." 


<*  While  this  stinted  measure  of  protection  is  thosdah 
out  to  the  woollens,  unexampled  duties  are  proposed  ca 
other  articles.'* 

**  This  bill  tends  to  oppress  our  navigation,  and  to  de- 
stroy the  markets  for  some  of  our  productions." 

<*  This  bill  greatly  increases  the  expenses  oiAiip  build- 
ing."^ 

<*This  bill  must  powerfully  aid  and  ad^-ance  the  cob- 
n'fal  policy  of  Great  Britain." 

« Every  manufacture  in  Maine,  which  this  maam 
reaches,  it  injures  and  destroys." 

«*  This  bill,  in  its  effects,  co-operates  with  British  poBtr. 
That  favors  the  introduction  of  iron  and  hemp  for  tbcr 
vessels;  this  taxes  them  for  ours." 

**  If  the  question  could  be  proposed  to  the  BritiihPir- 
liament,  they  would  pass  this  bill  for  us  by  sccUmatioe: 
and  should  we  of  this  committee  adopt  it  in  its  pTeseflt 
form,  a  British  statesman  might  well  say  that  wc  dfsem4 
a  pension  from  his  royal  master." 

To  the  authority  of  Mr.  Adams  and  his  cabinet,  ari^- 
pated  by  the  discussion  of  the  present  tariff  before  Ca- 
gress,  might  be  aided  that  of  almost  every  friend  of  tt 
protecting  policy  in  the  Unked  States. 

On  this  point,  therefore,  the  Preadent  concurs  v^ 
President  Adams  and  his  cabinet,  witli  tlie  manufacturtn 
themselves,  and  with  all  intelligent  men. 

We  concur  with  the  President  in  the  opinion  that  tbc< 
who  dare  not. attempt  to  improve  the  tariff,  and  comet 
its  imperfections,  do  injustice  to  the  American  people  id 
to  their  Representatives.  The  people  wish  their  Rep 
sentatives  to  do  right;  nor  will  they  consider  ita  sufficks 
excuse  that  they  feared  to  do  good-  lest  evil  might  cecic 
Snch  a  plea  will  not  be  deemed  very  consistent  with  sbt 
valuable  creed  of  political  faith  or  code  of  good  WPf^ 
Evil  will  never  come  out  of  good.  The  HeprcseotatiTt 
who  does  right  need  not  fear  to  meet  his  constituents.  He 
only  need  fear  and  tremble,  who,  thinking  right,  seeir| 
the  evils  of  an  existing  system,  and  knowing  it  to  be  m- 
rious  and  unjust  in  some  of  its  detuls,  shall,  when  eBvi 
to  account  before  his  constituents,  say,  in  his  defence,  I 
feared  to  trust  myself  and  my  colleagues  in  an  attempt:* 
do  right,  lest  we  should  do  wrong. 

We  felicitate  the  country  that  such  is  not  the  chanctt: 
of  the  President  or  his  message.  He  advances  boJilly  ti 
his  point.  He  does  not  fear  to  do  right,  lest  he  iwj*' 
wrong.  Fortified  by  honesty  of  purpose  and  patriotic  d^ 
votion,  he  has  full  confidence  that  the  people  will  sustah 
him  in  all  his  efforts  to  reform  abuses  and  correct  errt3sa 
our  various  systems  of  law  and  administration.  He  <^' 
but  justice  to  the  American  people  when  he  «ys»  "*^ 
confidence  is  entire,  that,  to  secure  such  modificatjca  ^ 
the  tariff  as  the  general  interest  requires,  it  is  only  ««>■ 
sary  that  that  interest  should  be  understood." 

With  the  Prewdent,  we  think  it  probable  that  the  ff- 
duced  price  of  produce,  raw  materiais,  manufectured  arti- 
cles, and  lands,  is  attributable,  in  some  degree,  toanVa^- 
tion  in  the  supply  of  the  precious  metals.  That  the  j^ 
ducts  of  the  mines  in  Spanish  America  have  been  k$ 
within  the  last  twenty  years  than  they  were  in  the  tver*' 
preceding,  will  not,  we  presume,  be  doubted.  So/'*' 
from  dimmishing,  the  demand  for  the  precious  mct:iU  >^^ 
increased  with  the  increase  of  civilized  population  ami  'j 
extension  of  commerce.  It  was,  therefore,  natural  t^t 
tiieir  value  should  increase.  Undoubted! »,  the  estibfev 
ment  of  extensive  manufactories  in  America,  and  the  im- 
provements in  machinery,  have  tended  to  reduce  the  ,r- 
neral  price  of  vnanufactured  articles;  but  the  same  mis'- 
had  it  operated  separately,  would,  in  this  countrr,  Ij'- 
increased  tiie  price  of  lauds  and  agricultural  produds^ 
Has  such  been  the  result?  No;  lands  and  agricultural  ^f- 
ducts  have  declined  in  price  almost  as  much  as  manul-f- 
tuved  articles.  The  cause  of  this  decline  is  not  our  tar* 
it  is  something  *«  deeper  and  more  pervading."  H  is 
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Lilt  to  account  for  it  in  any  other  way  than  as  die  effect 
f  an  appreciation  of  g^ld  and  silver. 
We  are  aware  that  money  seems  to  be  abundant  in  our 
.mmcrcial  cities,  and  that  it  can  be  borrowed  at  a  low 
ite  of  interest.  This  is  not  the  effect  of  an  increased 
ipply  of  the  precious  metals,  but  of  a  sta^niation  of  trade 
id  business.  So  low  are  the  products  of  commerce,  of 
lanufactures,  and  of  agriculture,  that  rich  men  find  no 
idnccmcnts  to  invest  their  capital  in  those  pursuits. 
[oncy,  therefore,  accumulates  upon  their  hands,  and  they 
re  willsntif  to  lend  it  out,  well  secured,  upon  a  moderate 
itcrcst.  But  were  a  gfeneral  war  in  Europe,  or  any  change 
)  the  affaii*3  of  nations,  to  furnish  a  market  for  our  ngri- 
ultural  productions,  and  revive  our  trade,  the  lending  of 
loney  at  a  low  interest  would  instantly  cease,  and,  with 
le  increased  demand,  apparent  scarcity  would  succeed  to 
pparent  abundance. 

Ilaving  asserted  the  constitutionality  of  the  tariff,  adjnst- 
(l  with  a  view  to  protection,  the  President  gives,  with 
haractt  ristic  point  and  clearness,  his  views  of  its  policy. 
Ve  quote  his  language: 

"While  the  chief  object  of  duties  should  be  revenue, 
hey  may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  encourage  manufactures.  In 
tiis  adjustment,  however,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government 
0  be  guided  by  the  general  good.  Objects  of  national 
Tiportance  alone  ought  to  be  protected;  of  these,  the  pro- 
lucts  of  our  soil,  our  mines,  and  our  workshops,  essential 
0  national  defence,  occupy  the  first  rank.  Whatever 
ithcr  species  of  domestic  industry,  having  the  importance 
0  which  I  have  referred,  may  be  expected,  after  tcmpo- 
ary  protection,  to  compete  with  foreign  labor  on  equal 
erms,  merit  the  same  attention  in  a  suoordinate  degree." 
A  tariff  adjusted  on  these  principles,  we  are  sure,  would 
Deet  the  wishes  of  all  real  friends  of  domestic  industry 
md  the  interests  of  the  country. 

"  Objects  of  national  importance  alone  oueht  to  be  pro- 
ected."  It  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  the  "national 
mportance"  of  an  article  depended  on  the  generality  of 
ts  protection.  Lead  is  found  in  btit  two  or  three  States 
nthe  Union,  yet  who  will  deny  its  rational  importance? 
'erhaps  powder  is  not  made  in  half  a  dozen  States:  yet 
vho  will  deny  its  national  importance?  There  are  not, 
3robably,  a  dozen  cannon  foundries  in  the  Union;  yet 
ji'ho  will  deny  their  **  national  importance?"  If  iron  were 
nade  in  only  one  State,  would  any  man  think  of  denying 
ts  " national  importance?"  To  say  that  the  President 
•ccommends  the  protection  of  only  such  articles  as  are 
)rochiccd  or  manufactured  in  all  or  most  of  the  States,  is 
o  do  violence  to  his  language  and  evident  meaning.  Kvery 
hinif  of  general  necessity  or  general  use,  whether  it  be  of 
general  production  or  not,  is  an  object  of  *•  national  im- 
)ortance,"  and  evidently  embraced  in  the  views  of  the 
'resident. 

**  Of  these,"  he  says,  •*the  productions  of  our  soil,  our 
nines,  our  workshops, essential  to  national  defence,  occupy 
he  first  rank."  We  presume  all  the  friends  of  domestic 
ndustry,  and  of  our  country's  sjifety,  will  concur  with  the 
'resident  in  this  sentiment.  He  speaks  from  the  admoni- 
ions  of  experience.  He  has  seen  our  brave  militia  called 
nto  the  service  of  their  country,  and  exposed  to  a  ruthless 
nvader,  without  arms,  without  ammunition,  and  almost 
jrithout  clothing.  From  want  of  means  of  defence  he  has 
teen  our  cities  exposed  to  plunder,  and  sections  of  our 
'ountry  to  conquest.  It  would  be  unwise  in  our  Govern- 
ncnt  not  to  provide  against  like  dangers  in  future.  **  In 
)eace  prepare  for  war,"  is  a  maxim  as  true  as  it  is  trite, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  it  should  be  the  first  ob- 
ect  in  a  protecting  tariff. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  productions  of  our  soil,  our 
nines,  and  our  workshops,  are  essential  to  our  national 
lefence?  The  President  has  not  thouglit  it  necessary  or 
>roper  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  in  his  communication 
o  Congi'ess.    Doubtless  he  did  not  tliink  it  respectful  to 


inform  Congress,  that  iron,  lead,  cannoni  muskets,  bullets, 
powder,  soldiers'  and  sailors'  clothing,  ships,  with  their 
canvass  and  tackle,  are  articles  essential  to  national  de- 
fence. It  was  fair  to  presume  that  the  experience,  know- 
ledge,  and  sagacity  of  Congress,  were  competent  to  fill 
up  the  list  of  these  articles,  without  encumbering  his  mes- 
sage  with  details.  We  know  that,  with  their  accompani- 
ments  and  component  parts,  embracing  coarse  woollens, 
blankets,  hats,  aud  shoes,  they  constitute  that  class  of  arti- 
cles which  he  says  are  entitled  to  the  first  rank  in  a  tariff 
of  protection. 

•*  Other  species  of  industry,"  of  a  national  importance, 
which,  "after  temporary  protection,"  can  compete  with 
foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,  merit  the  same  attention  in 
a  subordinate  deorree. 

We  are  at  no  loss  to  understand  the  President,  nor  do 
we  hesitate  to  concur  with  him  in  the  sentiment  expressed. 
To  produce  the  manufacture  in  wir  own  country  of  all 
articles  of  general  use  among  our  citizens,  and  enable  us 
to  purchase  them  as  cheap  or  cheaper  than  we  c^  obtain 
them  from  abroad,  is  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  the  tariff, 
and  its  most  deservedly  boasted  effect.  To  attain  an  ob- 
ject so  desirable,  the  President  tlilnks  a  temporary  tax  on 
the  imported  article  not  unjust  or  improper.  That  a  tem- 
porary protection  will,  in  some  branches  of  manufacture, 
produce  this  result,  we  have  the  evidence  of  facts.  India 
cottons,  it  is  stated,  were  formerly  sold  in  the  United 
States  at  twenty-five  cents  per  yard.  A  better  fabric  is 
now  made  in  the  United  States  and  sold  at  eight  cents. 
Although  the  price  of  such  cottons  has  much  declined 
in  India,  yet  the  decline  has  fallen  so  far  short  of  that 
in  the  United  States,  that  Qur  cottons  now  enter  into 
successful  competition  with  them  in  the  markets  of  the 
very  countries  where  they  arc  manufactured.  Our  cot- 
tons succes-sfully  compete  with  the  British  cottons,  also,  in 
all  countries  where  they  are  permitted  to  enter  on  equal 
terms;  and,  it  is  affirmed,  might  be  sold  in  England  itself 
at  a  profit,  \f  they  could  be  atlroilted  free  of  duty.  By  a 
temporary  protection,  therefore,  our  cotton  manufactories 
have  been  established,  and  brought  to  such  perfection, 
that  they  successfully  compete  with  foreign  establishments, 
wherever  they  can  meet  them  on  equal  terms. 

If  they  can  compete  with  foreign  manufactures  in  the 
markets  of  other  countries,  loaded  with  freights  and  com- 
missions, could  they  not  maintain  themselves  without  pro- 
tection in  our  own  markets?  How  does  our  tariff  enable 
our  manufacturers  to  undersell  the  India  fabric  in  the  In- 
dia market?  How  does  it  enable  them  to  undersell  the 
British  in  the  Levant  and  South  America?  It  is  obvious 
that  the  tariff  can  affect  i)re.sent  prices  only  in  our  own 
market.  It  docs  not  affect  the  price  of  coarse  cottons, 
even  at  home:  for  competition  has  so  reduced  it  that  they 
can  be  bought  at  a  less  price  in  the  United  States  than 
India  cdttons  can  in  India.  If  the  tariff  were  now  abolish- 
ed, these  goods  would  continue  to  monopolise  our  own 
market,  and  compete  with  foreign  fabrics  in  the  markets 
of  the  world. 

That  India  cottons  would  not  ag^in  be  seen  in  our  mar- 
kets is  proved  by  the  fact  that  our  cottons  are  sold  at  a 
profit  in  the  markets  of  that  country.  India  cottons  for- 
merly sold  at  twenty -five  cents.  If  the  duty  were  taken  off, 
they 'might  probably  be  afforded  in  our  market  at  twelve 
cents.  Our  own  cottons,  of  a  better  quality,  sell  for  eight. 
Who  would  buy  the  India  cottons  at  twelve,  when  he 
could  get  our  own  and  belter  at  eight? 

Nails  are  another  article  which  domestic  comi)etltion 
has  reduced  in  price,  so  that,  in  some  cases,  we  believe 
the  whole  cost  does  not  now  equal  the  duty. 

The  manufactures  of  hats,  shoes,  and  cabinet  ware, 
have,  from  the  protection  they  have  received,  and  the  skill 
and  industry  oi  our  manufacturers,  attained  such  a  force 
as  to  defy  foreign  competition.  Those  branches  of  our 
agriculture  which  produce  cotton,  wheat,  beef,  pork,  and 
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butter,  Ihoug^h  they  may  have  required  protection  in  their 
infancy,  have  outstripped  all  protection,  furnish  the 
cheapest  and  most  abundant  supply,  and  have  acqtiired  a 
vigor  which  defies  foreign  competition,  and  •'counteracts 
the  most  selfish  and  destructive  policy  of  foreign  nations." 
Many  other  articles  might  be  enumerated,  but  these 
are  sufficient  to  illustrate  tlie  views  of  the  President. 
Temporary  encouragement  has  been  afforded.  These 
«« species  of  domestic  industry"  have  been  enabled  **  to 
compete  with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms."  The  tariff 
upon  these  articles  has  ceased  to  be  a  tax:  for  they  can 
be  purchased  lower  in  our  own  tlian  in  foreign  markets, 
and  their  importation  has  cither  ceased  or  is  fast  diminish- 
ing. 

In  whatever  c.ises  the  same  effect  can  be  produced,  the 
President  thinks,  and  we  think,  that  the  s.-vme  means  of 
protection  should  be  employed.  iJut  if  there  be  no  hope 
of  Ro  establisliing  in  this  country  a  species  of  culture  or 
manufacture  that  it  will  eventually  be  able  **  to  compete 
with  foreign  labor  on  equal  terms,"  to  that  a  tarifl'of  pro- 
tect on  o«aght  not  to  be  applied.  He  would  be  esteemed 
a  madnran  who  should,  by  a  tar'.f?*,  endeavor  to  cstabl  s!i 
in  this  country  the  culture  of  tea,  pepper,  pimento,  cin- 
namon, Peruvian  bark,  and  many  other  prmlucts  not 
adapted  to  our  soil  or  clim.ite,  or  to  the  habits  of  our 
people.  There  are  speciesof  manufactures  which  ])artake 
of  the  same  character.  A  heavy  duty  upon  them  is  an  use- 
less tax  upon  the  consumer.  It  prcKluccfi  no  present,  and 
prom:ses  no  prospective,  good.  Unless  the  proceeds  be 
required  for  revenue,  it  ougl.t  not  to  be  imposed. 

As  specimens  of  interest  embraced  in  the  present  tariff, 
too  minute  and  local  to  merit  protection,  we  may  name 
marble,  capers,  olives,  fig^,  &c.;  and  as  specimens  of 
manufactures  it  attempts  to  force,  for  which  the  country 
is  nf)t  ripe,  wc  mention  silks,  worsted  stuff  goods,  merino 
shawls,  &c. 

Wc  fully  concur  with  the  President  in  the  opinion  that 
"the  best  as  well  as  the  fairest  mode  of  determining 
whetlier,  from  any  just  considerations,  a  particular  inter- 
est ouglit  to  receive  protection,  would  be  to  submit  the 
question  singly  for  deliberation."  Wc  have  not  so  little 
confidence  in  the  people,  or  their  representatives,  as  to 
believe  that  an  appeal  to  local  or  individual  interests  is  ne- 
cessary to  induce  them  to  do  what  the  general  interest  re- 
quires. If  a  single*  interest  were  presented,  they  would 
weigh  the  benefits  and  injuries  which  its  protection  might 
produce  to  the  general  interests  of  the  conntry,  and  de- 
cide without  the  bias  of  local  or  selfish  considerations.  If, 
in  their  opinion,  the  general  good  required  its  protection, 
they  would  grant  it.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  injuj*}'  would 
counterbalance  the  benefits,  they  would  refuse  it. 

it  is  inconceivable  to  us  how  it  can  be  made  a  general 
benefit  to  protect  a  combination  of  interests,  each  of  which, 
taken  separately,  it  would  be  injurious  to  protect.  If  it 
be  inj'irlous  to  protect  each  singly,  llic  mass  of  injury  is 
increased  more  readily  tlian  the  benefits  by  their  combina- 
tion. 

.Suppose  that  MassachusL'tts  has  an  interest  wlilch  she 
wishes  protected,  but,  after  due  consideration,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Congress  that  it  will  produce  twice  the  harm 
that  it  would  good.  It  is  evident  that  her  wislies  ought 
not  to  be  gratified. 

New  York  has  an  interest  which  she  presents  for  pro- 
tection; but  it  is  decided  that  the  general  injviry  of  sue!) 
a  measure  will  be  three  times  as  great  as  the  general  good. 
Of  course  she  ouglit  not  to  be  gratified. 

Virginia  presents  an  interest  for  pTotection:  but  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Congress  that,  in  the  general  scale,  such  a  mea- 
sure will  do  five  times  as  much  harm  as  good.  It  is  evi- 
dent tliat  t'nc  measure  proposed  by  her  ouglit  not  to  be 
adopted. 

Now,  can  these  three  iTi':'.'\sures  become  useful  and  pro- 
per by  combining  them  tcii^  lhcr>     W:ll  not  that  of  Mas- 


sachusetts still  be  twice  as  injurious  as  it  is  beneficlkl; 
that  of  New  York  tliree  times;  and  that  of  Virgina  fivf 
times >  Will  not  the  injury  of  the  combination  be  to  tlie 
benefit  as  ten  to  three?  Extend  the  same  principk  to 
ten  States — twenty  States — all  the  States.  It  is  impossi- 
ble that  the  combination  of  twenty-four  bad  measures  caa 
produce  a  good  measure.  As  soon  should  we  look  to  the 
concentration  of  all  the  vices  to  make  a  g^ood  nuin. 

We,  therefore,  concede  the  justice  of  the  rule  Ud 
down  by  the  President.  It  is  worthy  of  the  mind  whence 
it  comes— a  mind  which  marches  straig'ht  to  its  objtct, 
and  seeks  no  subterfuge  to  deceive  the  people,  or  evade 
responsibility.  Its  observance  would  promote  purity  of 
motive  and  justice  of  action  in  all  our  legislative  acts. 

We  concur  with  the  President  in  the  opinion  tluil  the 
chief  object  of  impost  duties  is  revenue,  and  that  their 
adjustment  so  as  to  protect  manufactures  is  an  incidental 
or  secondary  power.  To  lay  duties  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  protecting  domestic  industry,  would  be  an  anoni- 
aly  in  Government.  What  wovd'd  be  done  with  iXa 
money  collected?  If  our  national  debt  were  paid,  *;.^i 
we  had  no  use  for  money  in  the  concerns  of  Go%'crnmcnt. 
there  would  now  be  an  accumulation  in  the  treasury  tD 
the  amount  of  twenty-four  millions  annually.  If  the  iais 
object  of  the  duty  be  to  protect  domestic  industry,  i\>^ 
object  is  accomplished  when  the  money  is  paid  into  li.^ 
treasury.  Sliall  it  be  hid  in  the  earth,  sunk  in  the  oceia, 
given  to  Government  favorites,  or  distributed  among  the 
manufacturers? 

We  do  not  believe  the  people  of  the  United  Statw 
will  consent  to  pay  twenty -four  millions,  nor  ten  mill.orj, 
nor  five  millions,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  protecting  n»- 
nufactiires.  If  they  perceive  that  the  money  raistil  bv 
protecting  duties  is  not  devoted  to  useful  and  honest  pur- 
poses, they  will  demand  their  reduction  or  repeal. 

We  therefore  concur  with  the  President  in  the  opinion 
that  the  duties  on  articles  constituting  a  portion  of  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  should  be  reduced  or  en- 
tirely repealed.  A  more  certain  means  of  preserving 
the  protecting  duties  could  not  be  recommended.  What 
interest  has  any  portion  of  our  manufacturers^  or  arri- 
culturists  in  preserving  the  duties  on  tea,  cofi'ee,  cocoa, 
pepper,  cinnamon,  or^ny  other  foreign  products  or  ica- 
nufactures  which  do  not  come  into  competition  with  the 
fruits  of  tlieir  own  labor?  The  duties  on  those  articles 
yield  no  protection,  but  they  produce  a  considenthie 
amount  of  revenue.  They  will  continue  to  do  so  after 
the  national  debt  shall  be  extinguished.  Is  it  not  better 
for  the  labor  of  the  country  that  the  amount  of  these 
duties  should  be  levied  upon  other  articles,  tliat  coroe 
into  competition  with  domestic  products?  If  they  con- 
tinue to  be  levied  upon  these  articles,  they  will  dimio- 
ish,  as  they  do  now,  the  amoimt  collected  from  article* 
tlie  manufacture  or  growth  of  which  in  our  own  country 
needs  the  encouragement  of  a  protecting  tariff. 

To  us  nothing  is  plainer  than  that  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  true  friends  of  a  ]>rotecting  tariff  to  repeal  every  duty 
which  has  no  protective  effect.  The  whole  revenue  of 
the  country  would  then  be  adjusted  upon  imports,  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  domestic  industry.  With  a  re- 
iluced  revenue,  the  protection  will  then  be  more  efficient 
than  it  is  now;  and  there  will  be  up  danger  of  a  ruinous 
reaction  after  the  payment  of  the  national  debt. 

The  admonitions  of  the  President  ai-e  tlie  voice  of  vkis- 
dom.  Take  off  the  duties  on  the  necessaries  and  com- 
forts of  life,  and  correct  the  abuses  of  the  tariff.  Adjust 
the  whole  revenues  of  the  country  on  such  imported  ma- 
nufactures and  produce  as  compete  witli  our  own  domes- 
tic labor:  then  will  protection  be  confined  to  its  legitimate 
ohjecls,  the  system  of  protecting  duties  will  be  identified 
with  the  revenue  system  of  the  country,  and  cannot  be 
shaken. 

Most  sincerely  do  we  accord  with  the  Pre«dent  in  the 
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«ntiment«  *<  that  our  deliberations  on  this  interesting^  sub- 
ect  should  be  uninfluenced  by  those  partisan  conflicts  that 
ire  incident  to  free  institutions."  *«  To  make  this  g^eat 
{uestion,  which  unhappily  so  much  divides  and  excites 
he  public  mind,  subservient  to  the  short-sighted  views  of 
action,  must  destroy,  all  hope  of  settling  it  satisfactorily  to 
he  great  body  of  the  people,  and  fof  the  general  inter- 
:st.  1  cannot^ therefore,"  sajs  he,  *<  on  taking  leave  of 
he  subject,  too  earnestly  for  my  own  feelings  or  the  com- 
non  good,  warn  you  against  the  blighting  influence  of 
uch  a  course." 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  from  faction  has  the  tariff 
lerived  most  of  its  bad  features;  and  it  is  faction  only 
rhich  endangers  its  good.  Its  provisions  have  been  ar- 
ang^  too  little  with  a  regard  to  equality,  justice,  and 
he  public  gvx)d,  and  too  much  with  reference  to  eifect 
tn  political  elections;  satisfactory  to  nobody,  injurious  to 
nany,  and  to  some,  as  they  allege,  fatal.  Members  of 
Congress,  fearing  they  should  not  be  able  to  obtain  a  ta- 
■iff  at  that  time,  did  not  think  proper  to  vote  ag^nst  it, 
est  such  an  act  might  have  a  sinister  influence  on  the 
tlcctioii  to  the  Presidency  of  a  political  favorite.  Some,  too, 
oted  for  it)  believing  tliat  in  a  season  of  more  tranquillity 
\s  errors  would  be  corrected,  and  its  defects  supplied. 
*fuw,  men  dare  not  attempt  to  correct,  or  even  acknow* 
edge,  imperfections  and  errors  which  tliey  once  con- 
sumed, lest  they  should  impair  its  force  as  a  political 
veapon. 

Is  this  a  safe  basis  on  which  to  rest  an  essential  branch 
>f  our  domestic  policy,  involving  one  or  two  hundred  mil- 
ions  of  dollars,  and  the  regular  pursuits  of  many  thousands 
}f  our  citizens?  Are  these  immense  interests  to  be  cast 
ipon  the  waves  of  party  strife,  and  rise  and  sink  with  the 
luccess  or  defeat  of  a  pai'ticular  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
lency  ?  Those  who  have  an  agency  in  producing  a  result 
o  disastrous  will  have  much  to  answer  for  to  an  injured 
>eople.  They  attempt  to  put  to  hazard  the  whole  pro- 
ecting  system  upon  the  doubtful  result  of  an  election, 
rhey  destroy  all  certainty  in  this  branch  of  our  domestic 
)ol'cy,  and  fill  those  who  have  property  embarked  in  ma- 
mfuctures  with  anxiety  and  alarm.  Worse  than  the  most 
lespcrale  gamblers,  they  put  to  stake,  not  their  own  mo- 
ley,  but  the  property,  the  pursuits,  the  means  of  subsist- 
ince,  of  tens  of  thousands  of  their  fellow-citizens.  They 
orce  men  engaged  in  quiet  occupations  to  embark  in  con- 
csts  of  party  strife,  as  a  means  of  promoting  their  private 
iitercsts.  I  hey  encourage,  by  tijeory  and  practice,  a  spi- 
'it  of  gaming  in  all  the  affairs  of  society,  which  will  exhibit 
ts  deleterious  effects,  not  on  the  broad  theatre  of  the  na- 
ion  alone,  but  in  States,  towns,  and  corporations;  hazard- 
ng  public  and  private  interests  in  struggles  to  gratify  per- 
lonal  ambition.  They  destroy  the  efficiency  of  the  tariff 
IS  a  means  of  retaliatmg  tiie  selRsh  policy  of  foreigfn  na- 
ions.  Perceiving  that  our  Government  is  actuated  by  no 
lettled  policy,  and  that  its  measures  are  adopted  ana  re- 
icindcd  with  the  alternate  success  of  contending  parties, 
nstead  of  being  brought  to  concession  by  the  effect  of  our 
:ounteracting  legislation  upon  their  essential  interests, 
Jicy  will  await,  and,  perhaps,  promote,  a  change  of  party, 
IS  a  certain  means  of  obtaining  a  change  of  policy.  Our 
country  will  thus  become  powerless  in  its  means  of  retali- 
ition,  if  not  the  scene  9f  foreign  intrigue  and  corruption. 
Finally,  they  destroy  the  respect  of  the  people  for  the  ta- 
riif,  and  lead  them  to  consider  it,  not  as  a  permanent  and 
essential  interest  of  the  country,  but  merely  as  a  weapon 
>f  party  warfare,  to  be  shivered  and  struck  from  the  hand 
)f  a  pohtical  opponent,  or  consigned  to  the  fate  which 
iwaits  its  advocates  in  defeat. 

It  has  too  of\en  been  the  fate  of  good  measures,  in  a  re- 
public, to  be  seized  on  by  aspiring  demagogues  as  a  means 
>f  accomplishing  their  selfish  purposes.  Caring  nothing 
br  the  public  interests,  and  reg^ding  only  their  self  ag- 
^undiscment,  by  professions  of  extraordinary  zeal  they 


have  been  enabled  to  assume  the  station  of  leaders.  To 
maintain  that  position,  and  attain  tlie  prize  of  their  ambi- 
tion, they  outstrip  all  the  honest  and  prudent  advocates  of 
true  policy,  and  push  every  prapular  meastire  to  excess. 
Borne  on  the  tide  of  ])ublic  feeling,  before  their  hypo- 
crisy is  discovered,  they  have  sometimes  been  able  to 
force  themselves  into  the  citadel  of  power.  The  success- 
ful examples  of  unprincipled  ambition  in  other  agpes  and 
countries  may,  in  our  own,  inspire  a  hope  of  success  by 
the  use  of  the  same  means,  in  men  of  like  habit  and  for- 
tune. 

Notliing  can  be  so  fatal  to  the  true  and  lasting  Interests 
of  manufactures,  or  any  other  essential  interest  of  our 
country,  as  the  intemperate  and  hypocritical  support  of 
such  men;  and  yet,  in  the  progress  of  our  history,  these 
gfreat  interests  may  justly  dread  their  fiital  friendships. 
Without  indulging  in  any  invidious  anticipations,  we  may 
expect  that,  as  in  other  countries,  so  in  this,  from  among 
such  men  a  leader  may  appear;  with  eloquent  harangues 
and  artful  appeals  he  may  scatter  delusions  and  lead  rea- 
son captive:  he  may  induce  them  to  think  that  a  high  ta- 
riff on  articles  which  wc  cannot,  as  well  as  those  which 
we  can,  produce,  and  an  unrelenting  persecution  of  all 
who  oppose  it,  constitute  the  true  policy  of  the  republic: 
and  that  he  alone,  placed  at  the  head  of  Government,  can 
give  it  practical  effect.  In  his  grasp  afler  power,  he 
may  seize  upon  every  measure  that  appeals  to  the  person- 
al interests  and  sectional  feeling  of  men,  and  rally  around 
him  a  party  pledged  to  sustain  m  its  then  condition  the  ta- 
riff, or  any  other  measure,  though  deemed  oppressive  by 
many,  and  imperfect  by  all.'  He  may  denounce  prudence 
and  moderation  in  its  support  as  hostility  to  the  system, 
and  stigmatise  as  traitors  those  whom  he  and  his  partisans 
may  have  studiously  excited  to  violent  opposition.  He 
may  denounce  as  hostility  to  the  tariff*  all  opposition  to 
himself,  and  endeavor  to  force  the  community  to  consider 
the  fate  of  the  protecting  policy  as  identified  with  his 
own..  When  such  a  leader  and  such  a  party  shall  appear, 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and  the  in- 
terests of  all  honest  men,  to  resist  their  machinations. 

Do  not  all  manufacturers  see  what,  iu  such  a  case, 
would  be  the  probable  result  of  identifying  themselves 
and  their  great  interests  with  the  ever  varying  fortunes  of 
party,  the  intemperate  zeal  of  faction,  and  the  madness  of 
ambition^  Do  they  not  see  that  they  must  lose  the  confi- 
dence and  support  of  many  honest  citizens^  In  such  an 
alliance,  must  not  their  interests  fall  with  the  faction  to 
whose  merciless  care  they  shall  have  confided  them?  And 
will. they  place  their  establishments,  tlieir  interests,  their 
all,  in  the  hands  of  political  gpimblers  as  a  stake? 

The  history  of  the  past,  indeed,  assures  us  that  the 
demagog^ie  will  never  be  without  his  instruments.  These, 
too,  lor  the  benefit  of  their  patron,  and  hope  of  future 
favor  at  his  hands,  are  ready  to  convert  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  their  country  into  footballs  of  party  contention, 
and  hazard  the  property  and  pursuits  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens in  struggles  for  power.  But  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that 
they  may  never  find  their  way  into  Congress.  Here  let 
us  hope  that  all  men  will  bring  and  retain  an  honest  and 
a  fearless  heart  to  serve  the  public,  and  never  so  far  fore- 
<go  their  duty  as  to  become  the  instruments  of  imchasten- 
cd  ambition — ^to  rally  at  his  watchword,  set  at  nought  the 
reasonable  complaints  of  any  portion  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, refuse  to  amend  defective  laws,  cast  the  essential 
interests  of  their  country  on  the  waves  of  party,  and  sneer 
at  the  counsels  of  age,  the  admonitions  of  experience,  and 
the  expostulations  of  patriotism. 

But  if,  unfortunately  for  the  interests  of  tlie  republic, 
and  for  none  more  so  than  the  interests  of  home  industry, 
such  a  leader  as  we  have  alluded  to  should,  by  the  aid  of 
such  partisans  in  Congress,  be  placed  in  the  Presidential 
chair,  what  may  tlie  country  expect?  It  may  expect 
every  corruption  to  be  nourished,  and  every  abuse  to  bo 
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cherished.  It  may  expect  a  defective  tariff  to  be  made 
worse.  Pledged,  as  be  may  be,  to  maintain  it  ai  it  is, 
the  country  may  expect  protection  to  be  refused  to  any 
interest  to  which  our  growth  and  improvement  may  re- 
quire it  should  be  extended.  Instead  of  protection,  it 
may  expect  taxation.  It  may  expect  its  exactions  to  be 
increased  by  countless  millions,  and  the  moneys  to  be 
expended  in  rewarding  followers,  purchasing  friends, 
pensioning  dependents,  and  in  efforts  to  buy  ovc»  States 
and  neighborhoods,  by  special  favors,  to  the  support  of 
his  re-election,  or  the  election  of  a  designated  successor. 
It  may  expect,  in  the  end,  that  here,  as  in  other  countries 
where  ambition  rules,  taxation  will  be  made  to  reach 
every  article  of  food  and  clothing,  lands,  houses,  fuel, 
hearths,  the  liglit  of  Heaven  itself. 
In  return  for  these  miseries,  it  may  expect  splendid 
rojects  and  magnificent  structures,  honorea  and  adorned 
y  the  gilded  equipages  of  the  rich,  with  the  State  Go- 
vernments annihilated,  property  concentrated  in  the  hands 
of  a  few,  and  the  great  mass  of  tlie  people  oppressed, 
poor,  starving,  desperate,  and  i*ebeHious. 

These  mischiefs  may  be  attempted,  but  we  fear  no  such 
disastrous  results.  To  save  the  tariff  from  all  risks  is  our 
earnest  desire.  This,  we  are  convinced,  can  only  be  done 
by  rescuing  it  from  the  custody  of  demagogies  and  par- 
tisans, correcting  its  errors,  amending  its  imperfections; 
and  appealing  to  the  good  sense  and  justice  of  the  com- 
munity to  eive  it  a  generous  support.  But  if  the  prudent 
counsels  oi  the  chief  who  has  saved  his  country  in  war, 
and  is  honestly  seeking  to  promote  her  interests  and  pre- 
serve her  institutions  in  peace,  are  to  b^  unheeded  or  de- 
rided, and  if  there  are  men  who  are  determined  not  to 
correct  any  of  the  admitted  errors  of  the  tariff,  to  tax  un- 
necessarily W.gh  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  and 
make  it  a  party  question,  with  them  rests  the  responsi- 
bility, and  on  their  heads  be  the  consequences.  With 
our  venerable  President,  we  will  struggle  to  maintain  all 
that  is  valuable  in  the  present  tariff  of  protection,  and  ex- 
tend its  benefits.  But  should  tlie  manufacturers  and 
working  men  find  themselves  overwhelmed  and  ruined 
by  a  reaction  of  public  opinion,  which  shall  sweep  away 
as  well  all  that  is  gfood  as  all  tliat  is  bad  in  the  protecting 
system,  they  will  inquire  who  it  was  that,  by  pertina- 
ciously adhering  to  acknoVIedged  error,  defending  ad- 
mitted imperfections,  insisting  on  unnecessary  exactions, 
and  hazarding  all  in  a  struggle  for  power,  brought  upon 
them  irretrievable  ruin.  The  counsels  of  age  and  ex- 
perience will  then  be  received  with  other  feelings  than 
derision;  and  the  nostrums  of  quack  politicians,  too  pre- 
judiced to  listen  to  truth,  or  too  fiictious  to  regard  it,  will 
oe  remembered  only  with  abhorrence. 

We  cannot  better  cdnclude  than  by  repeating  the  warn- 
ings of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

"That  our  deliberations  on  this  interesting  subject 
should  be  uninfluenced  by  those  partisan  conflicts  that  are 
incident  to  free  institutions,  is  the  fervent  wish  of  my 
heart.  To  make  this  ^reat  question,  which,  unhappily,  so 
much  divides  and  excites  the  public  mind,  subservient  to 
the  short-sighted  views  of  faction,  must  destroy  all  hope 
of  settling  it  satisfactorily  to  the  gp-eat  body  of  the  people, 
and  for  the  general  interest.  I  cannot,  therefore,  on 
taking  leave  of  the  subject,  too  earnestly  for  my  own  feel- 
ings or  the  common  good,  warn  you  against  tiie  blighting 
consequences  of  such  a  course." 

DUTIES  ON  IMPORTED  SUGAR. 

Iw  Senate,  Fehruwry  16,  1831. 

Mr.  DiCRsasox  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  to  reduce  and  fix  the  duties  on  sugars  imported 
into  the  United  State's,  have  bad  the  subjeet  under  con- 
consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report: 


That,  in  making  up  their  opinions  upon  this  subject, 
they  have  not  the  ud  of  anv  petitions,  remonstrances,  or 
documents  of  any  kind,  to  show  the  necessity  or  proprietj 
of  reducing  the  duties  on  sugars,  in  accordance  vithtbe 
provisions  of  the  bill  submitted  to  them. 

Their  attention,  however,  has  been  called  to  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Uouie 
of  Representatives,  of  the  19th  of  last  month,  apon  the 
suhject  of  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane,  and  the  no- 
nufficture  and  refinement  of  sugar.  In  ihis  they  find 
much  information,  obtained  from  sources  on  which  great 
reliance  may  be  placed,  showing  the  necea&itir  of  con- 
tinuing the  present  duties  upon  sugars. 

The  duty  of  two  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  upon  bnvi 
sugar,  when  we  obtained  Louisiana,  was  evideotly  iiDp» 
ed  for  revenue  alone;  during  the  late  war  it  wss  doubled 
for  tlie  purpose  of  revenue.  Under  these  duties,  bov- 
ever,  the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane  and  the  manufacture 
of  Bugfar  grew  up  to  a  degree  of  importance,  that  veB 
merited  the  attention  of  the  Rational  legislature;  andia 
1816  the  duty  wa^  fixed  at  three  c:ents  per  pound,  is 
this  exceeds  the  duty  laid  before  Louisiana  was  obtaiited, 
by  a  half  cent  per  pound,  it  may  be  considered  that  the 
duty  has  been  mcrease^to  that  amount  for  the  protecboi 
and  encouragement  of  one  of  the  most  important  prodncii 
of  agriculture  and  manufacture  which  this  countiy  cai 
boast  of. 

Small  as  this  additional  duty  was,  its  effects  hare  beta 
very  decided  and  extensive.  It  has  diverted  a  large  pw« 
tion  of  the  capital  and  labor,  heretofore  less  profitabir 
employed  in  producing  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  to  ti» 
production  of  sugar,  thereby  relieving,  to  a  certain  ei- 
tent,  the  cultivators  of  those  articles  from  the  preasiit 
created  by  over  production. 

It  appears  tiiat  a  capital  of  about  forty-five  millions  n 
dollars  is  invested  in  establishments  for  raising  the  aipr 
cane,  and  for  manufacturing  sugar  and  molasses,  in  Lou^ 
iana  alone.  That  the  produce  of  these  establishments 
amounted,  in  the  year  1828,  to  ei|fhty-scvcn  thousiH 
nine  hundred  and  sixty -five  hogsbeaos  of  sugar,  vhichj 
nearly  two-thirds  of  all  the  sugar  consumed  in  the  I'nitca 
States.  That  the  produce  of  the  crops  of  1830,  in  Lotu- 
iana,  is  estimated  at  one  hundred  thousand  beheads. 
And  it  is  further  estimated  that  we  have  land  enougb, 
proper  for  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  to  yield  a  sufficiafli 
supply  of  this  article,  for  the  entire  consumption  of  tie 
United  States  for  fifty  years  to  come. 

This  exhibits  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  tbegn^ 
resources  of  our  country,  and  of  the  untiring  industr)'  v» 
enterprise  of  our  citizens;  and  it  is  a  circumstance  no  ks 
gratifying,  that,  while  our  establishments  for  producsf 
suear  have  been  rapidly  increasing,  the  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle has  been  constantly  decreasing,  and  sugar,  which fi^ 
years  ago  sold  in  our  markets  for  ten  cents  per  pound,  s 
now  selling  for  six  cents  per  pound.  The  competibM 
between  the  foreign  and  domestic  production  has  reduced 
and  kept  down  the  price,  as  well  m  our  own  markcH* 
in  the  markets  of  the  islands  from  which  we  make  import- 
ations; so  tiiat,  without  doubt,  the  consumer,  both  hoe 
and  there,  purcliases  the  article  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  k 
could  do  ir  no  more  sugar  was  produced  in  the  Cmtn 
States  now  than  was  produced  in  the  year  1816. 

The  price  of  sugar  will  continue  to  fall,  if,  as  many  k- 
lieve,  the  profit  of  capital  invested  in  establialimente  fw 
producing  sugar  is  greater  than  the  capital  employ^  1* 
the  production  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco;  for  the  capi- 
tal employed  in  the  latter  establishments  will  be  transfeirw 
to  the  former,  until  there  shall  be  an  equality  of  pr<»*-* 
amoiig  them.  Increased  production  will  increase  com- 
petition in  our  markets,  which  must  end  in  a  reduction  o 
prices. 

The  producers  of  sugar  believe,  and  with  good  reajWi 
that  a  reduction  of  the  duties  upon  foreign  sugar  would  M 
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lestructire  of  the  investments  which  they  have  been  in- 
ited  to  make  by  the  laws  of  Congress.  The  benefits 
irhich  have  resulted  fi  om  the  protection  of  the  additional 
lalf  cent  duty  upon  sugar  woukl  be  lost*  should  that  pro- 
ection  be  withdrawn;  and  should  the  duty  be  reduced  to 
>ne  cent  per  pound  on  brown  sugar^  agreeably  to  the  last 
ection  of  the  bill,  it  would  carry  ruin  to  a  large  portion  of 
Hir  citizens  who  have  invested  their  capital  in  sug^r  plan- 
ations,  and  it  would  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  propciiy 
o  the  amount  of  many  millions  of  dollars. 

As  the  production  of  aug^r  in  the  United  States  is  now 
n  a  ti-ain  of  successfid  experiment,  the  committee  think  it 
vould  be  contrary  to  every  principle  of  sound  policy  to 
:heck  its  progress  by  removing  the  cause  of  its  prosperity, 
rhey  consider  the  production  of  this  article,  even  if  con- 
ined  to  Louisiana  alone,  as  one  of  national  importance,  and 
>iie  in  which  every  State  in  the  Union  has  a  deep  interest. 

All  who  furnish  the  capital  and  labor,  the  steam  engines, 
Tiills,  kettles,  tools,  carts,  wagons,  ploughs,  horses,  mules, 
3xcn,  pork,  beef,  fish,  eorn,  flour,  and  other  provisions, 
md  all  articles  of  clothing  necessary  for  those  engaged  in 
Ihc  production  of  sugar—- all  these  participate  in  the  ad- 
lantages  of  this  important  branch  of  industry.  This  ren- 
tiers Louisiana  dependent  upon  the  Southern  and  Westeni 
States  for  a  part  of  her  capital,  labor,  and  supplies,  and 
the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  for  a  large  portion  of  tlie  resi- 
due, and  every  State,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  depend- 
ent upon  Louisiana  for  an  article  indispensably  necessary 
to  the  health  and  comfort  of  every  individual  in  the  Union. 

Hiis  mutual  dependence,  which  cannot  fail  to  attach, 
by  the  strongest  ties,  the  most  southerly  member  of  the 
confederation  to  those  of  the  South,  the  North,  and  the 
West,  is  a  consideration  of  high  importance  in  a  political 
point  of  view,  when  wc  are  admonished,  by  the  si^ns  of 
tJic  times,  to  strengthen,  and  not  to  weaken,  tlic  amicable 
relations  among  the  States. 

The  transportation  of  domestic  sugar  is  already  an  object 
of  great  importance  to  our  commerce  and  navigation.  To 
supply  tJie  Middle  and  Eastern  States  with  this  article  from 
New  Orleans,  requires  as  much  shippii\g  as  to  obtain  it 
from  the  West  Indies,  and  aifords  to  ti)c  sbipper  as  good  a 
profit  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  But  the  profits  of 
the  trade,  if  carried  on  with'  the  West  Indies,  must  be  di- 
vided between  tlic  merchants  of  tlie  two  countries,  while,. 
il  it  is  carried  on  with  Nei^:.  Orleans  the  whole  profit  must 
remain  with  our  own  citizens. 

The  bill  provides  tUat  the  permanent  duties  upon  sugars 
iiliaU  be  such  as  might  have  been  levied  by  tlie  act  of  the 
4th  of  July,  17S9,  Oiat  is,  three  cents  per  pound  upon  loaf 
^ugar,  and  one  cent  per  pound  upon  brown  sugar.  This, 
therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  a  bill  for 
raising  revenue  upon  sugar,  as  much  so  as  it  would  be  if 
no  duties  had  heretofore  been  Uid  upon  this  article,  A  bill 
imposing  duties  upon  articles  of  importation,  whether  such 
duties  shall  be  greater  or  less  than  tliosc  established  by 
pre-existing  laws,  is  equally  a  bill  for  raising  revenue,  and 
«an  only  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee,  therefore,  direct  tiiat  the  bill  referred 
to  them  be  reported  without  amendment,  and  thi.t  their 
<:nairraan,  at  the  proper  time,  move  for  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 


of  the  act  entitled  <  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  tlie 
frontiers,'  passed  the  30th  March,  1802,  have  been  fully 
complied  with  on  tlie  part  of  the  United  States'  Govern- 
ment; and,  if  tliey  have  not,  that  he  inform  the  Senate  of 
the  reasons  that  have  induced  the  Government  to  decline 
the  enforcement  of  the  said  act:"  and  I  now  reply  to  the 


same. 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  INDIAN  TRIBES. 

-^l(^sage  from  the  Fresidmt  »/  ihe  United  States,  in  eompR- 
once  with  a  resolutipn  of  ihe  Senate  relative  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
fftt  In£an  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers, 
passed  the  30th  March,  1802. 

^  FsBttUAiiT  22,  1851. 

^  t>  the  Setmie  of  the  United  States: 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  re- 
<l«»8ting  roe  "to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  provisions 

Vol.  Vn.— K 


According  to  my  views  of  the  act  referred  to,  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  omission  to  carry  into  effect  its  provisions  in 
relation  to  trade  and  intercourse  with  tlie  Indian  tribes,  so 
hx  OS  their  execution  depended  on  the  agency  confided  to 
the  Executive. 

The  numerous  provisions  of  that  act,  designed  to  secure 
to  the  Indians  the  peaceable  possession  of  their  lands,  may 
be  reduced,  substantially,  to  the  following:  That  citizens 
of  the  United  States  are  restrained,  under  sufficient  penal- 
ties, from  entering  upon  the  lands  for  the  purpose  or  hunt- 
ing thereon,  or  of  settling  them,  or  of  giving  their  horses 
and  cattle  the  benefit  of  a  range  upon  them,  or  of  travel- 
ling through  them,  without  a  written  permission^  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  employ 
the  military  force  of  tlie  country  to  secure  the  observance 
of  these  provisions.  The  authority  to  the  President,  how- 
ever, is  not  imperative.  The  language  is,  "  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  President  to  take  such  measures,  and  to  em- 
ploy such  mihtary  force  as  he  may  judge  necessary,  to  re- 
move from  lands  belonging  to,  or  secured  by  treaty  to,  any 
Indian  tribe,  any  c'tizen  who  shall  make  a  settlement 
thereon." 

By  the  19th  section  of  tliis  act,  it  is  provided  that  no> 
thing  in  it  "shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  trade  or 
intercourse  with  the  Indians  living  on  lands  surrounded  by 
settlements  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  being 
within  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  any  of  the  individual 
States."  This  provision  I  have  interpreted  as  being  pro- 
spective in  its  operation,  and  as  applicable,  not  only  to 
Indian  tribes  which,  at  the  date  of  its  passage,  were  sub- 
ject to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  State,  but  to  such,  also,  as 
should  thereafler  become  so.  To  this  construction  of  its 
meaning  I  have  endeavored  to  conform,  and  have  taken  no 
step  inconsistent  with  it.  As  soon,  tlierefore,  as  the  sove- 
reign power  of  the  State  of  Georgia  was  exercised,  by  an 
extension  of  her  laws  throughout  her  limits,  and  I  had  re- 
ceived information  of  the  same,  orders  were  given  to  with- 
draw fi'om  the  State  the  troops  which  had  been  detailed 
to  prevent  intnision  upon  the  Indian  lands  within  it;  and 
these  orders  were  executed.  I'he  reasons  which  dictated 
them  shall  be  frankly  communicated. 

The  principle  recognised  in  the  section  last  quoted  was 
not  for  the  first  time  then  avowed.  It  is  conformable  to  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  Government  before  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  and  amounts  to  a  diftinct  recognition, 
by  Congress,  at  that  early  day,  of  the  doctrine  that  tliat  in- 
strument had  not  varied  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ovpr  Indian  affairs,  frpq)  what  tbe^  ver^  under  the 
articles  of  confederation.  It  is  not  behaved  that  there  is 
a  single  instance  in  the  legislation  of  the  countiy  in  which 
the  Indians  liave  been  regarded  as  possessing  political 
rights,  independent  of  the  control  and  authonty  of  the 
States  within  the  limits  of  which  they  resided.  As  early 
as  the  ye;ir  1^82,  the  journals  of  Congress  will  show  that  no 
claim  of  such  a  cliaraeter  was  countenanced  by  that  body. 
In  that  vear*  the  application  of  a  tribe  of  Indians  residing 
in  South  Carolina,  to  have  certain  tracts  of  land  which  had 
been  reserved  for  their  use  in  that  State,  secured  to  them, 
free  from  intrusion,  and  without  the  right  pf  alienating 
them,  even  with  their  own  consent,  was  brought  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress  hy  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War.  The  resolution  whiph  was  adopted  on  that  occa- 
sion is  OS  follows: 

**  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislature 
I  of  South  Carolina  to  take  such  measures  for  the  sAtisfac- 
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tion  a:ul  security  of  the  said  tril>e»  as  the  said  Lc^slaturc, 
in  their  \v;sd)m,  may  think  fit." 

Here  is  no  assertion  of  the  riglit  of  Congfrcss,  under  the 
articles  of  confederation,  to  interfere  with  tlie  jurisdiction 
of  the  States  over  Indians  within  their  limits;  but  rather  a 
ncgrition  of  it.  They  refused  to  interfere  with  the  sub- 
ject, and  referred  it,  under  a  g-cneral  recommendation, 
back  to  the  State,  to  be  disposed  of  as  her  wisdom  mi^ht 
decide. 

If,  in  addition  to  this  act,  and  the  langtiag-c  of  the-  arti- 
cles of  confederation,  any  thini^  further  can  be  wanting  to 
show  the  early  views  of  the  Government  on  this  subject, 
it  will  be  found  in  the  pT^cl.imation  issued  by  Congress  in 
1783.  It  contains  this  language:  "  The  United  States,  in 
CongfTcss  assembled,  have  thought  proper  to  issue  their 
proclamation,  and  they  do  hereby  prohibit  and  forbid  all 
persons  from  making  settlements  on  lands  inhabited  or 
claimed  hy  Indians,  without  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of 
any  particular  State.**     And  again: 

*^  Resolved,  That  the  preceding  measures  of  Congress, 
relative  to  Indian  affairs,  shall  not  be  construed  to  affect 
the  territorial  claims  of  any  of  the  States,  or  their  legisla- 
tive rights  within  their  respective  limits.** 

It  was  not  then  pretended  that  the  General  Governtncnt 
had  the  pow^r,  in  their  relations  willi  the  Indians,  to  con- 
trol or  oppose  the  inttmal  policy  of  liie  individual  States 
of  this  Union;  and,  if  such  was  the  case,  under  the  articles 
of  confederation,  tlie  only  question  on  the  subject,  since, 
must  arise  out  of  some  more  enlarged  power  or  authority 
given  totlic  General  Government  by  the  present  constitu- 
tion.    Docs  any  such  exist? 

Amongst  the  enumerated  grants  of  Jhe  constitution,  that 
which  relates  to  this  subject  is  expressed  in  tlicsc  words: 
"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regidate  comrtierce  with 
the  Indian  tribes.**  In  the  interpretation  of  this  power, 
we  ought  certainly  to  be  guided  by  wliat  hatl  been  the 
practice  of  the  Government,  and  the  meaning  which  had 
been  generally  attiichcd  to  the  resolves  of  tlie  old  Con- 
gi-cs?,  if  the  words  used  to  convey  it  do  not  clearly  import 
a  different  one,  as  far  as  it  affects  the  question  of  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  individual  States.  The  States  ought  not  to  be 
divested  of  any  part  of  their  antecedent  juristliction,  by  im- 
plication or  douiitful  construction.  Tested  by  this  rule,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  unquestionable,  that  tlie  jurisdiction  of 
the  States  is  lefl  untouched  by  this  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  it  was  designed  to  give  to  the  General  Go- 
vernment complete  control  over  the  trade  and  intercourse 
of  those  Indiana  only  who  were  not  within  the  limits  of  any 
Stiite. 

From  a  view  of  these  acts  referred  to,  and  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  Government,  it  is  manifest  that,  until  re- 
cently, it  has  never  been  maintained  that  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  by  a  State  over  Indians  within  its  ten*itory 
was  subordinate  to  the  power  of  the  Federal  Goveniment. 
That  doctrine  has  not  been  enforced,  nor  even  asserted, 
in  any  of  the  Statci  of  New  England  where  tribes  of  In- 
dians have  resided,  and  where  a  few  of  them  yet  remain. 
These  tribes  have  been  left  to  the  undisturbed  control  of 
the  States  in  which  they  were  found,  in  confoj-mity  with 
the  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the  opinions  prevailing 
up  to  1789,  and  tlic  clear  interpretation  of  the  act  of  1802. 
In  the  State  of  New  York,  where  several  tribes  have  re- 
sided, it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  avoid 
entering  into  quasi  treaty  engagements  with  them,  barely 
appointing  commissioners  occasionally  on  the  pail  of  the 
United  States  to  facilitate  the  objects  of  the  State  in  its  ne- 
gotiations with  them. 

The  Southern  States  present  an  exception  to  this  policy. 
As  early  as  1784,  the  settlements  within  the  limits  of  North 
Carolina  were  advanced  further  to  the  west  than  the  autho- 
rity of  the  state  to  enforce  an  obedience  of  its  laws;  others 
were  in  a  similar  condition.  The  necessities,  therefore,  and 
not  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  Government,  must 


have  suggested  the  policy  of  treating  with  the  Indians  in 
that  quarter,  as  the  only  practicable  mo<le  of  concillitt  rsf 
their  goml  will.  The  United  States,  at  that  period,  lad 
just  emerged  from  a  protracted  war  for  the  achievement 
of  their  independence.  At  the  moment  of  its  conclu>:<»i, 
many  of  these  tribes,  as  powerful  as  they  were  fcrocots 
in  their  mode  of  warfare,  remained  in  arms,  desolating  our 
frontier  settlements.  Under  these  circumstances,  ijje 
first  treaties,  in  1785  and  179^0,  with  the  Cherokees,  wtre 
concluded  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
were  evidently  sanctioned  as  measures  of  necessity,  adapt- 
ed to  the  character  of  the  Indians^  and  indispensable  to  ilic 
peace  and  security  of  the  Western  front.cr.  But  the^Tij ' 
not  be  iHulcrstootl  as  changing  the  political  relations  of  "Jie 
Indians  to  the  States,  or  to  the  Fetlcral  Government,  To 
effect  this  would  have  required  the  operation  of  «^i"t?  s 
different  prhicipfe,  and  the  intervention  of  a  triburjillii^ii' 
er  than  that  of  the  treaty  making  power. 

To  infer  from  tlie  assent  of  the  Government  to  this  de- 
viation from  the  practice' which  had  before  govcmc-fl  jn 
intercourse  with  the  Indians,  and  the  accidental  forbear- 
ance of  the  States  to  assert  their  rght  of  jurisdicticn  cvtr 
them,  tliat  they  had  SiuTcndercd  this  portion  of  their  s<>- 
vereignty,  and  that  its  assumption  now  is  nsurpat "«/«■.  'a 
conceding  too  much  to  the  necessity  which  dictated  t!., 
trcaties,  and  doing  violence  to  the  principles  cf  the  (h.- 
vcrnmcnt,  and  the  rights  of  the  States,  without  bcTicfitj-r. 
in  the  least  degree,  the  Imlians.  The  Indians^  tln;s  ^••:- 
ated,  cannot  be  regarded  in  any  other  light  than  as  n.v Ot- 
hers of  a  foreign  Government,  or  of  that  of  iho  Statt  w  .'li^.- 
in  whose  chartered  limits  thev  reside.  If  in  the  fonr  r. 
the  orifmary  legislation  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  thri?, 
is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  which  was  cstabi»>l.;'. 
for  the  benefit  of  our  own,  not  of  a  foreign  people:  f  Kt 
the  latter,  then,  like  other  citizens,  or  people  ri.*:.:: 
within  the  limits  of  the  States,  thc-y  arc  subject  to  ttu  > 
Jurisdiction  and  control.  To  maintain  a  contiary  <lor*~  . 
and  to  require  the  Executive  to  enforce  it  by  the  cmpi  ;- 
ment  of  a  military  force,  would  he  to  place  in  his  h-..d- » 
power  to  make  war  upon  the  rights  of  the  States,  :>f>d  L.- 
liberties  of  the  country— a  power  Mhlch  should  he  y^zTxi 
in  the  hands  of  no  individual. 

If,  indeed,  the  Indians  are  tt>  be  regarded  as  pcopk-  ;>^ 
sess'ng  rights  which  tliey  can  exercise  independc:iHv  rt" 
tlie  Slates,  much  errw  has  arisen  in  the  intercourse  uf  li 
Government  with  them.     AVhv  is  it  that  thev  h:i;ve  Ikt.  ; 
called  upon  to  assist  in  our  wars,  without  the  pri\i?  r- 
of  exercising  their  own  disciction'  If  an  indepeiuU*n»  pur- 
ple, they  should,  as  such,  be  consulted  and  adv'scd  m-iIu 
but  they  have  not  been.    In  an  oitkr  which  was  issiic  .1  <  • 
me,  from  the  War  Department,  in  Se]itember,  1814,  ihs 
language  is  employed:    •*  All  the  friendly  Indians  sIm*^  It- 
be  organized  and  prepared  to  co-operate  with  yoMT  otHc- 
forces.     There  appears  to  be  some  dissatisfaction  s^rr ti- 
the  Choctaws;  their  friendship  and   services  sh«-mld   K 
secured  without  delay.     The  friendly  Indians  must  be  f«.-i 
and  paid,  and  made  to  figiit  when  and  where  their  Si.i  v.-r*  s 
may  be  required.'*  To  an  independent  and  foreign  pc*-^]  , 
this  would  seem  to  be  assuming,  I  should  suppose,  nttht-r 
too  lofty  a  tone;  one  which  the  Government  would  mi 
have  assumed  if  thev  had  considered  them  in  that  V^V.\. 
Again:  by  the  constitution,  the  power  of  declaring  v  r 
belongs  exclusively  to  Congress.    Wc  have  been  often  c.  - 
gaged  in  war  with  the  Indian  tribes  within  cur  limits;  b  * 
when  have  these  hostilities  been  preceded  or  accomj.i.HnI 
by  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  w  ar  against  the  trll>e  »  h- *» 
was  the  object  of  tl^em?  And  v/sis  the  prosecution  cf  v...:b 
hostilities  an  usurpation,  in  each  cnse,  by  tl:c  Execii'  <t 
which   conducted  tliem,  of  tliC   constitutional  power  U 
Congress?     It  must  have  been  so,  I  appreher.d,  if  lhc*f 
tribes  are  to  be  considered  as  forcigii  end  indipcr;ikt.t 
nations. 

The  steps  taken  to  prevent  intrusion  upon  Indian  !W.< 
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»u;l  their  orig-in  with  the  commencement  of  our  Govern- 
junt,  and  became  the  subject  of  special  legislation  in 
8i>*2,  with  the  reservations  wliic!*  have  been  mentioned  in 
'.ivor  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States.  With  the  excep- 
ion  of  Soutli  Carolina,  who  h;w  uniformly  regulated  the 
;.'l'.ans  within  hvv  limits,  without  the  aid  of  the  General 
invcrnmnit,  thev  have  been  felt  within  all  the  States  of 
!»c  Sout!»,  without  bcingf  understood  to  afitct  their  rights, 
r  prevent  the  exerc'.scof  their  jurisdiction,  whenever  they 
r\ie  in  a  situntion  to  assume  and  enforce  it.  Georgia, 
h:;'i/;]i  iTt:itrri::]ly  concerned,  has,  on  this  principle,  for- 
i;)riic*  to  spread  her  Kg-i'^Lition  further llian  the  settlements 
f  i»  r  own  white  citi^er.s,  until  she  has  recently  perceived, 
.'.t!i:n  lu-'r  limits,  a  people  claiming  to  be  capable  of  self-! 
■)v.'rnmcnt,  sittiiit*'  in  leR-islativc  council,  orjjanizinj;' 
ourts,  und  atbninihteririg'  justice.  To  disarm  siich  an ' 
nom:dous  invasion  of  her  sovereignty,  she  has  declared  j 
cr  (i •..term! nation  to  exectitc  her  own  laws  tlu-ouf^hout . 
ter  limits;  a  step  wl.irh  seems  to  Iwve  been  anticipated 
y  lite  proc!ani:ition  of  178.1,  and  which  is  perfectly  con- 
V..  nt  wltli  the  19th  section  of  the  act  of  1803.  Aecord- 
\:;  ta  the  l.iM;;'i'ins;"e  and  reajoninc;'  of  t'lat  section,  the 
1  .'j.'>  to  tlu"  Sfjuth  and  the  Soutl^west  arc  not  ojily  **  snr- 
;.'.:uled  bv  settlements  of  the  citi/.enr.  of  the  United 
1\.V  s,'*  l)'it  ntc  wvtw  aho  **  wltliin  the  ordinary  jnrisdlc- 
\o\\  ofllic  individual  States."  They  became  so  fi  om  the  mo- 
il -Mt  the  lawsoftiie  State  were  cxlendedovcrthem^  and  the 
i.^i.'  res'dt  follows  the  simku*  determination  of  Alabama 
.1-1  M.s  I'ss-pi)!.  These  States  h:ive  each  a  ri^"ht  to  claim, 
ii  h^-iiair  of  tlielr  position,  now,  on  th*s  question,  tiie  same 
.•-  pt  ct  wMiicli  is  conceded  to  the.  otiier  States  of  the  Ui^ion. 

TowarcW  tills  raca  of  people,  I  entcr*ain  the  kindest 
Ulnars;  and  am  rjot  r.jnsible  tl'.at  the  views,  which  I  have 
;il<cn  of  Ih.ir  true  interests,  are  le.--.r.  favorable  to  them, 
lutn  those  wliich  opi»ose  their  em'.i^Tation  to  the  wei^t. 
'.urb  snce,  I  stated  to  tliem  my  behef,  tliat  if  the  States 
ii'js..*  to  extend  tlieir  laws  over  tl»em,  it  would  not  be  inj 
!i''  ;?o-.vt  r  of  tlje  Federal  Goverr.nient  to  prevent  it.  My 
oinian  rcr.v.i'ns  the  s;ime;  a'vl  I  crm  see  no  allernat.ve  for 
'iiin,  but  that  of  their  removal  to  t!)c  v,'v*st,  or  a  quiet 
•ibm.silon  totiie  State  laws.  If  tliey  prefer  to  remove,  the 
^'nlted  Strives  a^r^o  to  defray  tlieir  expenses,  to  supply 
li  .m  the  ni.anj  of  tr.ansportatlon,  and  a  year's  snpport 
fkr  tht-y  rcacli  their  r.ew  hornet — a  provision  too  Irfjeral 
:i(l  kintl  to  deserve  the  stamp  of  injnstice.  Either  course 
H'D.Ti  scs  ll-.em  peace  an<l  happiness,  whilst  an  obstinate 
'.  :;.v.r;i!icc  in  the  efibrt  to  maintain  their  possessions, 
J  !epj.vd'-'nt  of  Stata  authority,  cannot  fail  to  render  their 
^lidition  still  more  helplesjan<l  miserable.  Such  an  eifort 
•Jiv'it,  tliw-refore,  to  be  discountenanced  by  ail  who  sin- 
Liely  sympatliizc  in  the  fortunes  of  th's  peculiar  peo- 
•!e,  and  csp.eially  by  tlic  politic."?  bodies  of  the  Union,  as 
aletdated  to  disturb  the  h:irmony  of  t!ie  two  Govermncnts, 
1.1  to  endani*er  the  safetv  of  tlic  manv  bleSHinrs  which 
11 /y  enabL*  us  to  enjoy. 

.\"«  eonn'cted  with  t'.ie  su!>ject  of  this  inquiry,  I  beg 

:ivc  to  refer  to  the  accompanying  letter  from  the  Secre- 

sry  of  War,  enclo.tinj*  the  order  whicli  proceeded  from 

!Kit   Department,    and   a   letter  from  the   Governor  of 

Je'.rj^ia. 

ANDHEW  JACKSON. 


I)::r.iUT>n'.NT  or  Wah,  lYuruciry  21,  18ol, 

Sin:  In  ri«ply  to  yj?.r  direction,  tn  be  informed  of  the 
I  i!>e  \i'h'ch  lias  been  pnrsue<l  at  tirs  Department  to  en- 
tree llie  p;'ovis:ons  oftlie  aet  of  March,  1802,  regulating 
•.icK-  and  intercourse  wltli  the  Indian^  I  have  the  honor 
^  S!:ite: 

n  ititv^  tlic  l::?.t  year,  frequent  complaints  were  made, 
;it  p  ".N'vm  from  Gcorg'a  iiid  other  States,  had  entered 
\)y.\  the  l:.n  1;  eft!;.:  Civerokec  Indians,  and  were  digging 
>r  ij  l.l.     The  piotp.ct  of  c^a'i   from  t!ic   puvsTiit   had 


drawn  many  to  the  country.  Riots  had  taken  place,  and 
serious  disturbances  were  threatened  and  feared.  To  pre* 
vent  them,  a  detachmcmt  of  troops  were  ordered  into  tlie 
Indian  country,  under  and  in  pursiumce  of  tlie  act  of  18C2, 
as  will  appear  by  orders  to  the  commanding  oiBcer  station* 
ed  at  Port  Mitchell,  hereto  appended,  marked  1,  2,  3, 

On  the  8th  of  November  last,  another  order  issued,  di- 
recting the  troops  to  retire  from  the  country  of  the  Che- 
rokee Indians,  and  to  resume  their  position  again  at  their 
former  encampment- — [See  order  marked  4.] 

Within  a  day  or  two  after  this  order  was  issued,  infor- 
mation was  officially  communicated  by  the  Governor  of 
Georgia,  that  the  Legislature,  being  in  session,  had  enter- 
ed upon  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  that  the 
laws  of  Georgia  would  be  extended  over  the  Indian  coun- 
trv.     His  letter  is  annexed,  marked  A. 

The  opinion  entcrtarned  by  you  being,  that  the  United 
States  cannot  rightfully  interfere  within  a  St;vte  where  the 
laws  are  extemled,  any  application  to  place  troops  within 
Georg'a,  on  account  of  tlie  r.ct  of  1802,  must,  for  the 
future,  be  disrcg^.utled. 

A'erv  rtsprctfully, 

J.  n.  EAi  ox. 

The  Pars!DF.5T  of  t!ic  United  States. 

No.   1. 
Hr.AD  QuAnTERs  OF  TiiK  Ahmy,  Washixctox, 

March  20,  1830. 

Sin:  I  transmit  to  you,  herewith  annexed,  a  copy  of 
instnictions,  dated  16th  March,  1830,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  tlic  War  Department,  concerning  the  intruders 
upon  the  lands  of  the  Cherokees. 

You  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  intentions  of 
llie  Government,  as  x^xpiessed  in  said  instructions;  and, 
taking  them  for  your  guidance,  you  will  perform  every 
thing  dnecttd  therein.  It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  be 
more  particular  in  regaid  to  that  part  of  the  instructions 
which  relates  to  the  Indians  and  intruders;  but,  as  it  re- 
spects the  troops,  it  is  desired  that  two  companies  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  infantry  should  be  stationed  in  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  in  conformitv  wltli  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  W^ar,  above  alluded  to,  and  hereunto  annexed,  leaving, 
at  Fort  Mitchell,  the  comjjuny  of  ai  tillery,  and  one  com- 
pany of  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry.  This  is,  however, 
on  the  nresumptlon  that  two  companies  of  the  4th  regi- 
ment ot  infantry  will  have  arrived  in  time  to  admit  of  the 
arrangeme!jt  You  will  be  pleased  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  this  letter;  and,  as  often  as  any  thing  of  impor- 
tance occurs,  you  will  communicate  the  same  to  me,  in 
order  that  I  may  lay  the  same  before  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  General^  commanding  tiie  Army. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Brookk, 

Or  Officer  commanding  the  troops  of  the 

United  States  at  Fhrt  Mitchell,  Alabama. 


DE]pAnT7.rEXT  OF  Wab,  Nov.  16,  1830. 

Sia:  The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  you 
instruct  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Mitchell  to  remove 
the  intruders  from  the  lands  of  the  Cherokees.  The 
agent,  Colonel  Montgomery,  will  furnish  him  with  a  list 
of  those  who  are  not  to  be  interfered  with.  Persons  who 
are  entitled  to  live  in  the  nation,  by  virtue  of  any  Indian 
law  or  regulation,  who  are  married  there,  will  not  be  in- 
terrupted. Those  who  have  permits  from  the  agents,  and 
ttiosc  who  are  seated  on  lands,  from  which,  in  pursuance 
of  treaties,  the  Indians  have  removed,  and  which  have  been 
valued  by  commissioners  for  payment  by  the  Government, 
he  will  not  interfere  with.  All  others  will  be  notified  to 
remove  beyond  the  lines  of  the  Clierokee  Indians;  and, 
after  reasonable  notice,  tlie  commanding  officer  will  pro- 


Ixxvi 


APPENDIX— TV  Gales  Sf  Seatan's  Register. 


21st  Coiro.  2d  Ssss.] 


IntereourBt  with  the  Indian  Tribu, 


ceed  to  raze  their  houses  and  destroy  their  fences,  that  the 
laws  of  the  country  may  be  faithfully  administered,  intru- 
sion prevented,  and  quiet  preserved. 

Having^  executed  this  order,  he  will  assume  a  position 
at  some  healtliful  point,  and  occupy  it  with  two  compa- 
nies, to  prevent  intrusnons.  The  most  eligible  may  be 
somewhere  near  the  dividing  ridg^e  which  General  Coflfec 
has  fixed  as  the  boundar}'  to  the  south  between  the  Creeks 
and  Cherokecs.  The  agent  is  furnished  with  a  map  show- 
ing the  boundary.  In  selecting  a  position,  regard  must 
be  had  to  health  and  good  water,  and  to  the  object  on  ac- 
count of  which  the  troops  are  sent — ^the  preventing  mtru- 
sion. 

He  will  issue  notice  to  tlie  Indians  living  south  of  this 
established  line  by  General  Colfee,  to  remove  north  of  it; 
but  will  use  no  violence  towards  them  until  be  sliall  report 
his  proceedings  to  the  Department,  and  obtain  further  in- 
struction. Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  EATON. 

Major  Gen.  A.  Macomb. 

No.  2. 
DsPART^rKXT  OF  Wab,  MoTch  17,  1830. 

Sm:  An  order  was  yestei*day  directed  to  you  concern- 
ing intrusions  on  the  Cherokee  lands.  It  is  hoped  that 
your  appearance  with  the  troops  may  impress  upon  the  in- 
truders the  necessity  of  retiring,  and  thereby  save  you 
from  a  resort  to  forcible  measures.  The  President  would 
have  you  practise  forbearance,  and,  by  that  means,  effect 
peaceably,  if  it  can  be  done,  a  removal  of  the  settlers,  and 
only  to  pursue  the  order  of  razing  tlieir  houses,  and  de- 
stroying tlieir  fences,  when  every  tiling  of  peaceable  effort 
has  failed.  If  a  course  of  violence  shall  be  rendered  una- 
voidable, through  obstinacy  of  the  settlers,  tfie  better 
course  for  you  will  be,  to  proceed  to  operate  first  upon 
some  small  and  detached  settlement,  and,  having  acted,  to 
wait  a  little  while  for  the  information  to  spread,  and  the 
example  to  become  effective.  To  proceed  directly  and 
generally  against  any  numerous  and  strong  settlement, 
might  wake  up  an  excitement,  which  would,  perhaps,  ope- 
rate prejudicially. 

It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that,  in  executing  the  order 
directed  to  you,  an  exercise  of  prudence,  caution,  and 
sound  judgement  be  constantly  regarded.  Every  confidence 
IS  reposed  in  your  discretion,  that,  in  performing  this  un- 
pleasant duty,  it  will  be  done  in  a  way  to  avoid,  as  much 
as  possible,  any  strong  excitement. 

Verv  respeclfullv, 

JOHN  H.  EATON. 

Major  P.  Waokk,  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama. 

No.  3. 
DSPABTMBXT  OF  War,  Morek  17,  1830. 

Siu:  Tou  will  proceed,  without  delay,  to  make  out  a 
list  of  those  persons  within  the  Cherokee  nation  who  have 
settled  upon  lands  which  the  Indians,  under  treaties  made 
with  the  United  Statef^  have  abandoned,  and  which  have 
been  valued  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. These  it  is  not  now  contemplated  to  interrupt,  and 
the  commanding  officer  from  Fort  Mitchell  must  be  ap- 
prized of  their  names. 

You  will  make  a  list,  too,  of  those  who  rightfully  may 
remain  in  the  nation,  whether  under  any  legal  sanction 
from  yourself,  or  by  the  regulations  and  rules  of  the  Indi- 
ans. White  men  having  Indian  families  will  not  be  re- 
moved, unless  their  deportment  and  character  be  such,  in 
your  opinion,  as  to  render  it  necessary. 

The  commanding  ofHcer  from  Fort  Mitchell  is  ordered 
with  a  detachment  of  troops  into  the  Cherokee  nation, 
where  he  is  directed  to  remain.  Soon  as  you  shall  be  ad- 
vised of  his  approach  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Che- 
rokee nation,  you  will  forward  by  the  express  to  him  the 
information  directed  to  be  ^ven  in  this  letter;  also  the 


map  which  was  two  days  ago  sent  to  jou,  together  v'd 
the  enclosed  order.         Very  respectfuUy, 

JOHN  H.  EATON. 
To  Col.  Hugh  Muxtooxxbt, 
Cherokee  Agent,  8cc. 

No.  4. 

HkAD  QrARTEBS  OF  TBK  AlXT, 

Wa^ngian,  Noe.  8,  18j0. 

Sib:  The  purposes  for  which  the  troops  were  onltrix! 
into  the  Cherokee  nation  having,  in  a  great  measure,  bees 
answered,  the  Secretary  of  War  deents  it  advisable,  upo? 
the  approach  of  winter,  tliat  you  retire  to  some  posit.oi 
where  the  troops  can  be  comfortably  accommodated,  .ri 
where  they  will  be  in  >striking  distance  to  meet  any  coii^r 
gency  that  may  arise  out  of  our  Indian  relations,  and  »l  <'. 
eannotattbis  time  be  perceived.     It  is  hoped,  bo» cm:, 
that  no  circumstance  will  occur  which  will  render  it  r^vCs- 
sary  again  to  employ  the  troops  amon^  the  ChcntifN 
particularly  as  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  now  in  scss  of, 
will  doubtless  take  the  proper  and  necessar}-  steps  to  pr 
serve  tranquillity  along  the  Indian  borders.    Yon  «ii 
diercfore,  with  the  detachment  uf  the  4th  reg^.raent  tf  v 
fantry,  retire  upon  Fort  Mitchell;  the  artillery,  »itl.  tic 
exception  of  Captain  Boden*s  company,  now  at  Fort  il.: 
chell,  will  return  to  their  respective  stations,  viz:  iliea-i 
belonging  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fanning*s  coropwA  •«> 
Augusta  arsenal.  Captain  Legate's  company  to  Charleston 
and  Captain  Taylor's  to  Savannali.  » 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  scnanl, 

ALEX.   MACOMB, 
Maj.  Gen.  commanding  the  An;. 
Brevet  Major  P.  Wackr, 

4th  regiment  of  infantr}-,  commanding  the  troops  m  t.< 

Cherokee  nation. 


A. 


EXSCUTIVX  DXPABTXEXT, 

MiUedgeoilk,  Oct.  29,  1831 
Sib:  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  passc^iJ' 
its  last  session,  all  tlie  Cherokee  territory,  and  die  persc« 
occupying  it,  were  subjected  to  the  onlinary  jurisdtct.o 
of  the  State  afler  the  1st  of  June  then  next  ensuing.  Tiu^ 
act  has  gone  into  operation.  The  acknowledgement  b)  tht 
President  of  the  right  of  the  State  to  pass  such  an  act  rea- 
ders it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing*  in  its  justiiicatK* 
The  object  of  diis  "letter  is  to  request  the  President  tin? 
the  United  States'  troops  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  b 
dian  territory  within  Georgia.  The  enforcement  of  tk 
intercourse  law,  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  iscf**- 


non* 


dered  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  jurisdiction  vh:c!^ 
now  exercised  by  its  autliorities  and  must,  if  contir.ixu 
lead  to  difficulties  between  the  officers  of  the  Urtited  Sti'c- 
and  State  Governments,  which  it  is  \ery  desirable  si.n'i''' 
be  avoided.  No  doubt  is  entertained  that  the  object  of  ^ 
President,  in  ordering  the  United  States'  troops  into  t^• 
Cherokee  territorj',  was  the  preservation  of  the  peac-  c 
the  Union.  The  motive  is  duly  appreciated.  The  Ltp 
lature  of  this  State  is  now  in  session.  The  special  cbi^ 
of  its  meeting  is  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the  Mi* 
within  the  Cherokee  country,  and  the  punishment  of  .n- 
trusion  into  it  by  persons  searching  for  gold.  Its  pci»f^ 
are  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  As  it  is  expect-' 
that  the  law  for  the  punishment  of  trespassers  upon  'k 
public  lands  will  go  into  operation  witliin  a  few  day^  tV 
President  is  therefore  requested  to  withdraw  the  troops*^ 
soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done. 

Information  has  been  received  at  this  Department  t.i>' 
the  digging  for  gold  is  still  carried  on  in  various  part*  ^ 
the  Cherokee  territory,  and  tliat  the  extent  of  country  cofh 
taining  mines  is  so  great,  that  it  is  wholly  impossible  i^ 
prevent  it  by  the  use  of  military  force  alone.  It  b»j(lthit 
the  Indians  are  even  more  extensively  employed  in  takir.J 
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I^old  than  before  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  This  proceeds 
from  their  residence  within  the  country,  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  it,  and  other  means  of  avoiding  the  operation  of 
the  troops.  The  fear  of  -the  whites  had  restrained  them 
previously. 

The  writer  of  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  communication 
without  signature  is  known,  and  is  entitled  to  credit. 

The  President  is  assured  that,  whatever  measures  may 
he  adopted  by  the  State  of  Georgia  in  relation  to  the  Che- 
rokees,  the  strongest  desire  will  be  felt  to  make  them  ac- 
cord with  the  policy  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  pre- 
sent administration  of  the  General  Government  upon  the 
same  subject.  Very  respectfully  yours,  &c. 

GEORGE  R.  GILMER. 

To  the  PRK8IDK5T  of  the  U.  S. 


War  BapARTMEjrT,  Sept.  5,  1814. 

Si  b  :  Your  letter  of  August  10th  has  been  received.  The 
avowed  objects  of  the  enemy,  and  the  recent  outrages  of 
all  principles  of  civilized  warfare,  warrant  a  belief  and  ex- 
pectation that  they  will  make  their  devastations  as  exten- 
sive as  their  means  will  enable  them. 

Your  most  prompt  attention  and  vigorous  operations  will 
be  required  in  the  lower  country.  All  the  friendly  Indi- 
ans should  be  organized,  and  prepared  to  co-operate  with 
your  other  forces.  There  appears  to  be  some  dissatisfac- 
tion among  the  Choctaws;  their  friendship  and  services 
should  be  secured  without  delay.  The  friendly  Indians 
must  be  fed  and  paid,  and  made  to  fight  when  and  where 
their  services  may  be  required. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  repair  to  New  Orleans  as 
soon  as  your  arrangements  can  be  accomplished  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  district,  unless  circumstances  should 
render  another  point  more  eligible.         I  have,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

To  Gen.  Aitdrsw  Jacksott. 


REPORT  UPON  THE  JUDICIARY. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  in- 
structing that  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  modifying  the  twenty-fif\h  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  4th  of  September, 
1789,  report: 

That  the  committee,  profoundly  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  matter  referred  to  their  consideration, 
have  bestowed  upon  it  that  deliberation  it  so  eminently 
required;  and  the  investigation  has  resulted  in  a  solemn 
conviction  that  the  twenty -fifth  section  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  14th  September,  1789, 
is  unconstitutional,  and  ouglit  to  be  repealed. 

The  reasons  that  have  induced  this  opinion  the  commit- 
tee will  now  present  for  the  consideratioh  of  the  House. 

The  declaration  of  independence,  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  and  the  articles  of  confederation,  all 
announce  to  the  world  that  the  States  of  the  confederacy 
were  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States,  and  that 
they  had  a  right  to  make  treaties,  form  alliances,  and  to 
do  any  other  acts  that  any  independent  sovereignty  could 
do.  In  the  character  of  sovereign  States,  the  old  confed- 
eration and  the  present  Federal  Government  were  alike 
formed  and  established.  The  defects  of  the  old  confed- 
eration, which  rendered  necessary  tlie  existing  Federal 
Government,  were  its  inability  to  coerce  a  State  to  con- 
tribute its  quota  of  supplies  to  the  general  treasury,  and 
its  want  of  adequate  power  to  manage,  conduct,  and  con- 
trol our  commercial  and  foreign  relations. 

It  was  perceived  in  the  convention  that  framed  the  con- 
stitution, that  a  federal  judiciary  was  indispensably  neces- 
•ary,  as  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the  contemplated 


Government;  and  the  convention,  accordingly,  by  the 
following  clauses  of  that  instrument,  created  such  a  de- 
partment, and  invested  it  with  powers  therein  specified. 

Artxclv  III. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  such  other  inferior 
courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and 
establish.  The  judges  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior 
courts  shall  hold  their  ofliccs  during  good  behavior,  and 
sliall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services  a  compen- 
sation; which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continu- 
ance in  office. 

"  Stc.  2.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases 
arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
their  authority;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other 
public  ministers,  and  consuls;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  be  a  party;  to  controversies  between  two 
or  more  States;  between  a  State  and  the  citizens  of  ano- 
ther State;  between  citizens  of  different  St«ite8;  between 
citizens  of  the  same  State,  claiming  lands  under  grants  of 
different  States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  there- 
of, and  foreign  States,  citizens,  or  subjects. 

'*  In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  minis- 
ters, and  consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a  party, 
the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction.  In 
all  other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  shsU 
have  appellate  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with 
such  exceptions,  ami  under  such  regulations,  as  the  Con- 
gress shall  make." 

AMEimaiEifT — Article  XL 

**  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  suit,  in  law  or  equity,  com- 
menced or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States 
by  citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of 
any  foreign  State." 

The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  act  to  establish  the  ju- 
dicial courts  of  the  United  States,  is  in  these  words  : 

"  Section  XXV. 

**  A  final  judgment  or  decree  of  an^  suit,  in  the  high- 
est court  of  law  or  equity  of  a  State,  ui  which  a  decision 
in  a  suit  could  be  had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  va* 
lidlty  of  a  treaty,  or  statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised 
under,  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  is  against  their 
vali^ty;  or,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  a 
statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised  under,  the  United 
States,  and  the  decision  is  against  their  validity;  or,  where 
is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  a  statute  of,  or  an  au- 
thority exercised  under,  any  State,  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  treaties,  or  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  decision  is  in  favor  of  such 
their  validity;  or  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  con- 
struction of  any  clause  of  the  constitution,  or  of  a  treaty 
or  statute  of,  or  commission  held  under,  the  United  States, 
and  the  decision  is  against  the  title,  right,  privilege,  or 
exemption,  especially  set  up  or  claimed  by  either  party, 
under  such  clause  of  the  said  constitution,  treaty,  statute, 
or  commission,  may  be  re-examined  and  reversed  or 
affirmed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  upon 
a  writ  of  error,  the  citation  being  signed  by  thfe  chief  jus- 
tice or  judge  or  chancellor  of  the  court  rendering  or  pass- 
ing the  judgment  or  decree  complained  of,  or  by  a  justice 
of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  regfulations,  and  the  writ  shall 
have  the  same  effect,  as  if  the  judgment  or  decree  com- 
plained of  had  been  rendered  or  passed  in  a  circuit  court; 
and  the  proceedings  upon  the  revisal  shall,  also,  be  the 
same,  except  that  the  Supreme  Court,  instead  of  remand- 
ing the  cause  for  a  final  decision,  as  before  provided,  may, 
at  tlieir  discretion,  if  the  cause  shall  have  been  once  re- 
manded before,  proceed  to  the  final  decision  of  the  same. 
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and  awarsl  execution.  But  no  error  shall  be  assigned  as 
a  ground  of  reversal  in  any  such  case  as  aforcsjii<l,  than 
such  as  appears  on  the  face  of  the  record,  and  immedi- 
ately respects  the  before  n^entioned  questions  of  validity 
or  construction  of  the  said  constitution,  treaties,  statutes, 
commissions,  or  autliorities  in  dispute." 

In  the  al)ovc  mentioned  sections,  Congress  gives  the 
power  of  a  direct  appeal  from  a  State  court,  to  the  Su- 
prenic  Court  of  tlic  United  Slutes;  but  in  the  opinions  of 
the  comm'.ttee,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  gives 
tlie  riglit  of  appeal  only  from  such  inferior  courts,  as  Con- 
gress s'liall,  from  lime  to  tinjc,  ordain  and  cstHblish.  If 
this  opinion  be  wrong,  tlu'u  haa  tl)e  Supreme  Court  a  su- 
pervisory and  controlling  pov\cr  over  Iwenty-four  sove- 
reign States.  Ik'fore  entering  into  a  particular  comparison 
of  the  a!)oyc  section  of  the  judicial  act  of  1789,  with  tlie 
first  and  second  section  of  tlie  tliird  article  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  the  comniiltee  beg  leave  to 
make  a  few  preliminary  renr^rks  (which  it  is  hoptd  will 
not  be  deemed  impertinent  to  tlie  matter  referred)  on  the 
peculiar  character  and  structure  of  our  comjdex  system 
of  ClovernmcMit. 

Tlie  most  universally  received  maxim  in  the  theory  of 
ptjlitical  libel  ty,  since  the  establishment  of  American  m- 
dependence,  is,  that  the  people  alone  have  the  r'ght, 
eitlier  directly  or  by  representative  conventions,  to  make 
or  alter  their  constitutions  or  forms  of  government,  and 
that  the  Government  can  do  neither.  To  preserve  a  Go- 
vernment thus  formed,  the  division  and  distribution  of  its 
powers,  into  separate  departments  hasal:io  been  as  univer- 
sally admitted  to  be  tbe  best  security.  If  the  Goverument, 
or  any  department  of  it,  be  allowed  to  change  or  alter 
the  constitution,  the  essential  and  vital  principle  of  tlieo- 
r«tical  liberty,  as  established  here,  with  all  its  securities, 
must  inevitibly  be  destroyed. 

This  great  maTcini  ought,  therefore,  to  be  vindicated, 
whenever  violated.  It  has  never,  it  is  true,  been  con- 
tended that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  or 
Congress,  or  both  powers  together,  can  alter  the  form  of 
the  Federal  Government;  but  if  the  power  claimed  for 
the  Supreme  Court  be  submitted  to,  and  the  twcnty-fifili 
section  of  the  judicial  act  be  continued  as  a  part  of  the 
judicial  system  of  flie  United  States,  that  court  will  have 
the  power,  without  any  possible  check,  to  encroach  upon 
the  other  political  departments  of  the  Government. 

Much  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  in  discussing  ques- 
tions of  political  powers  and  rights,  arise  from  blending 
and  confounding  terms  usually  employed  in  expressing 
and  describing  political  laws  and  judgments.  A  proper 
understiuiding  of  the  distinction  between  tliem  will  al- 
ways  enable  us  to  detect  any  attempt  of  the  Government, 
or  any  department  in  it,  to  alter  or  change  tbe  constitu- 
tion. Political  law  is  made  by  the  peojde  to  restrain  Go- 
veriunent;  civil  law  is  made  by  the  Government  to  restrain 
individuals.  The  former  is  a  rule  of  action  for  the  go- 
verning; the  latter  a  rule  of  action  for  the  governed. 

The  Supreme  Court  virtually  claims  the  right,  under 
the  constitution,  to  pronounce  political  judgments,  and 
asserts  the  power,  under  the  judicial  act,  of  carrying 
them  into  execution,  by  coercing  sovereign  States.  The 
con^mittee  readily  admit  that  there  is  gr^at  difficulty  in 
distinguishing  between  political  laws  and  judgments,  and 
civil  laws  and  judgments,  in  most  of  the  Governments  of 
the  world;  but  confidently  believe  that  it  was  foreseen 
and  provided  for  by  the  framers  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, by  the  division  and  limitations  of  power  we  find 
there,  between  the  federal  and  State  Governments.  None 
deny  that  such  a  division  of  powers  was  made  by  the  con- 
stitution, between  the  federal  Government  and tiie  States, 
by  the  grant  of  specific  powers  to  the  former,  and  the 
reservation  of  all  ungranted  powers  to  the  latter;  but  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion  has  existed  as  to  the  power  to 
which  resort  must  be  had  to  determine  questions  and  con- 


troversies that  might  arise  between  the  several  department 
of  our  federative  system.     The  question  is  not  a  new  cc. 
In  the  great  political  contest  in  1798  and  1800,  this  tv:\ 
question  made  a  distinction,  and  marked  the  liiie'of  <liv - 
sion  between  the  two  parties  that  then  divided  tlic  cotir.'n- 
The  federal  party,  who  were  then  iii  power,   a«>*.H<^ 
that  the  fedeit\l  court  (which  had  just  then  declared:;!.' 
enforced  as  const.tutional  the  alien  ai  d  sedit;cm  Uius' 
was  the  tribunal  of  last  resort  established  bv  the  conitiu- 
tion,  to  judge  of  and  determine  questions  of  controvcr  } 
between   tlic  departments  of  the   Federal -GoverurrAit, 
and  betwten   the  Federul  Governfnert  ami  the  Siau-. 
The  republican,  or  State  rights  party  of  that  day,   on  tl : 
contrary,  denied  that  the  judicial  department  of  the  W.-- 
ral  GovcrnnuMit,   or  all  the  dopartincnts  cf  that   Govcn- 
ment  conjointly,  were  empoweicd  to  decide  fir.ally  u  \ 
authoritatively,  in  questions  of  sovereignty,  coi.tio\vi^jt' 
between  a  State  and  tiie  Federal  Goveritmnst,  and  as-cti  i 
and  insisted  tliat  there  was  no  common  tribunal  establ:>!iv-.! 
by  the  constitution  for  sucli  a  purj)Ose,   and  tliat,  cctj^-- 
quently,  each  party  had  the  riglit  to  judge  of  aralc!,.*.:- 
minc   the   extent  f;f  it::;  own   lights  and   powers.      T  •: 
avowed  pol.t.cal  creed  of  that  party  was,  tha.t   th<:  U. o. 
was  the  rt  suit  of  a  compact  between   tlic    ptrople  tf  *.. 
several  States,  in  tl;eir  sovereign  and  corporate  cj:pcc  t.' 
and  characters  of  separate  and  iinlependfut   5ocic:\.-r 
States,  and  not  an  one  entire  people  fcirnxiiig  ciu*  i;^'.   '.:- 
Tliat  these  were  tlie  opinions  and  principles  of  ihc  ri;vi'- 
lican  party  of  that  day,  is  al)undantly  ]iro\  en  by    \!r.  J 
ferson,  Mr.  Madison,  and  nuiiy  other  able   coiistit:if  rJ 
lawyers. 

Tlic  committee  tlo  not  mention  the  names  of  thisi.-  UV 
tinguished  men  for  the  purpose  merely  of  iis'.ng  tl*." 
opinions  as  authority  for  the  principles  they  advocate,  -i-t 
to  establish  the  fact  that  the  great  body  of  the  Amc ric.i 
people  did  pass  upon,  sanction,  and  adopt  these  prnci- 
ples,  as  forming  thetnie  theory  of  our  Government,  wh  c^ 
was  manifested  by  the  promotion  of  these  g-entlcis:  1 1 
the  very  stations  where  these  principles  were  to  be  tc^-ttJ 
by  action  and  practice.  As  it  is  now  a  matter  of  ur.qur- 
tioned  history,  that  Mr.  Jeflerson  penned  the  memrn  i- 
resolutions  commonly  called  the  Kentucky  resoUii'j: > 
and  tliat  Mr.  Madison  wrote  the  Virginia  report,  the  a"- 
mjttee  feel  entitled  to  quote  them  as  authoiit}'  upon  q-i-s- 
tions  of  constitutional  law. 

Kcntuclcy  Resolutions,  passed  JVovcmber  IC/A,  ITiS. 

**  Refohed,  That  the  several  States  composing  tli. 
United  States  of  America,  are  not  united  on  the  pr:iKi[»-- 
of  unlimited  subfhission  to  the  General  Govcriiniciit;  l  ^ 
that,  by  compact,  under  the  stylo  and  title  of  a  c-.r.t*  tc- 
tlon  for  the  United  States,  and  of  amendments  thcr<  :;>. 
they  constituted  a  General  Government  for  special  t,  r- 
poses,  delegated  to  that  Government  certain  dcfin  u 
powers,  reserving,  each  State  to  itself,  the  rcslduarv  tr:a-j< 
of  right  to  their  own  self-government;  and  that  whe'.>> 
ever  the  General  Government  a^umes  undelegated  p<'u- 
ers,  its  acts  are  unauthoritative,  void,  and  of  no  fi*rcc;  t**:.t 
to  this  compact  each  State  acceded  as  a  Stxite,  arul  is  z. 
integral  party;  that  this  Government,  created  bv  tl.is 
compact,  was  not  made  the  exclusive  or  final  judaic  of  tlu 
extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  itself,  since  that  wov*-^ 
have  made  its  discretion,  and  not  the  constitution,  t! : 
measure  of  its  powers;  but  that,  as  in  all  other  cases  :f 
compact  among  parties  having  no  common  jud^,  c»ch 
party  has  an  equal  right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  well  -f 
infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  measure  cf  redress,**' 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  add  the  following  ext;^*.: 
from  the  same  illustrious  source: 

•*  That  the  States  of  North  America,  which  confci'cr- 
ated  to  establish  their  independence  en  the  Govcmini  r.t 
of  Great  Britain,    became,  on  that  acquisition,   free  .'tk' 

•Mr.  Jtfr-ivn. 
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ndependent  Stutes,  and,  as  such,  authoriz'jd  to  constitute 
Governments,  each  for  itself,  in  such  form  as  it  thought  best. 

**  They  declared,  in  tl»c  second  article  of  tlieir  first 
on fciierated  Government,  that  *  each  State  I'etains  its 
overei^nty,  freedom,  and  independence,  andevcrv  power, 
itrisdiction,  and  ri^ht,  which  is  not,  by  this  confederacy, 
xpressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Congfress 
sscmbled.*  They  afterwards  entered  into  a  compact, 
v'iiich  is  called  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  which  they  agreed  to  unite  in  a  single  Go- 
crnmcnt,  as  to  their  relations  with  each  other^  and  with 
breig-n  nations,  and  as  to  certHin  other  articles  particularly 
pecified.  They  retained,  at  the  same  time,  each  to  itself, 
he  other  rights  of  independent  government,  compre* 
lending",  mainly,  tlieir  domestic  interests. 

**  For  the  administration  of  their  federal  branch,  they 
igpeed  to  appoint,  in  conjunction,  a  distinct  set  of  func- 
ionaries,  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary,  in  the  man- 
KM'  settled  in  that  compact,  while  to  each,  severally,  and 
)f  course,  remained  its  original  right  of  appointing,  each 
or  itself,  a  separate  set  of  functionaries,  Icgislutive, 
'xccutivc,  and  judiciary;  also,  for  administering  the  do- 
ncstic  branch  of  their  respective  Governments. 

**  These  two  sets  of  ofiicers,  each  independent  of  the 
>ther,  constitiite  thus  a  whole  of  Government,  for  each 
^*:itc  separately — the  powers  ascribed  to  the  one,  as  spe- 
■Hicrilly  made  federal,  exercised  over  the  whole — the 
csiduiiry  powers,  ^retained  for  the  other,  excrciseablc 
Acitisively  over  its  particular  State — foreign,  herein,  each 
0  llie  others,  us  they  were  before  the  original  compact." 

Tiiat  this  is  the  true  exposition  of  the  powers  and  au- 
horities  of  the  Federal  ami  State  Governments,  is  mani- 
cbted  from  the  gfuardcd  limitation  and  definition  of  the 
^ants  of  power  in  the  compact  itself,  and  by  the  con- 
einpoi-ary  discussions  and  comments  which  the  constitu- 
ioii  underwent,  which  justified  and  recommended  it,  on 
he  ground  that  the  powers  not  given  to  Government  were 
viihhehl  from  it.  But  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  subject, 
lie  amendments  to  the  constitution  expressly  declare,  that 
lie  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  tliecon- 
litution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  arc  reserved 
o  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  delegated  powers 
csiilting  from  the  compact  of  Governments  to  which  tlie 
States  are  parties,  are  limited  by  the  plain  sense  and  inten- 
ion  of  tlie  instrument  constituting  tliat  coFUpact,  and  are 
»o  farther  valid  than  they  are  authorized  by  the  grants 
Miuinerated  in  that  compact,  and  that  it  is  incumbent  in 
his,  as  in  t\crj  other  exercise  of  power  by  the  federal 
.i4jvernmcnt,  to  prove  from  the  constitution  that  it  grants 
be  particular  power  exercised;  that  if  the  powers  granted 
)e  valid,  it  is  solely  because  tliey  are  grunted;  and  all 
Jtlur  powers  not  granted,  are  not  valid. 

Testing"  the  25th  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  by  the 
ortgoing  principles  and  exposition*?,  the  committee  can- 
lot  perceive  any  grant  of  power  in  the  constitution  to 
varrant  the  enactment. 

That  the  constitution  does  not  confer  power  on  tlie 
'cderal  judiciary  over  the  judicial  departments  of  the 
states,  by  any  express  gffant,  is  certain  from  the  fact  that 
lic:  State  judiciaries  are  not  once  named  in  that  instrument. 
J.i  the  contrary,  it  declares  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
..'ij.lcd  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and 
n  sticli  inferior  courts  as  Confifress  mav,  from  time  to  time, 
)raaui  and  establish;  thus  giving  power  to  organize  a  judi- 
*'ul  system  capable  of  exercising  every  function  to  which 
lie  judicial  power  of  tlic  United  States  extended,  "and 
ntc'iid'ng  to  create  a  new  judiciary,  to  exercise  the  judi- 
nal  powers  of  a  new  Government,*'  tinconnected  with, 
ind  independent  of,  the  State  judiciaries.* 

It  is  no  more  nccessarv  to  the  harmonious  action  of  the 


Federal  and  State  Governments,  that  the .  federal  courts 
should  have  power  to  control  the  decisions  of  State  courts 
by  appeal,  than  that  the  Federal  Legislature  should  have 
power  fo  control  the  legislation  of  tlie  States,  or  the  Fe- 
deral Executive  a  State  Executive,  by  a  negative.  It 
cannot  be,  that  when  a  direct  negative  on  the  laws  of  a 
State  was  proposed  in  convention,  m  part  of  the  federal 
constitution,  and  rejected,  that  it  was  intended  tp  confer 
on  the  federal  courts,  by  imp!' cation,  a  i>ower  subjecting 
their  whole  legislation,  and  their  judgments  and  decrees 
on  it,  to  this  negative  of  the  federal  courts.  It  cannot 
be,  that  this  prostration  of  the  independency  of  tlie  State 
judicatories,  this  overthrow  of  the  State  Governments 
as  co-ordinate  powers,  could  be  left  to  any  implication  of 
authority. 

The  committee  arc  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  power 
to  enact  the  25tli  section  above  recited,  is  not  expressed 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  properly  an 
incident  to  any  express  power,  and  necessary  to  its  execu- 
tion. That,  if  continued  and  acquiesced  in  as  construed 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  it  raises  the  decision  of  the  judi- 
ciary above  the  autliority  of  tlie  sovereign  parties  to  the 
constitution,  may  be  a  warrant  for  the  assumption  of  pow- 
ers not  delegated  in  the  other  departments,  nor  carried  by 
the  forms  of  the  constitution  before  the  judicial  de])art- 
ment,  and  whose  decisions  would  be  equally  authoritative 
and  final  with  the  decisions  of  that  department. 

However,  therefore,  it  may  be  admitted  or  denied,  that 
the  judicial  department  of  the  FedcralGovernment  is,  in 
all  questions  submitted  to  It  by  the  forms  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  decide  in  the  last  resort  in  relation  to  the  autliori- 
ties  of  the  other  departments  of  tliat  Government,  it  can 
never  be  authorized  so  to  decide  in  relation  to  the  right  of 
the  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,  from  which  the 
judicial,  as  well  as  the  other  departments,  hold  their  dele- 
gated trusts;  on  any  other  hypothesis,  the  delegtilion  of 
judicial  power  woidd  annul  the  power  delegating  it,  and 
the  concurrence  of  this  department  in  usurped  powers 
might  sul)vert  forever,  and  beyond  the  pojs.blc  reach  of 
any  rigliif.d  remedy,  the  very  constitution  which  all  were 
instituted  to  preserve. 

"The  authority  of  constitutions  over  Governments,  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  peoitle  over  constitutions,  arc  truths 
at  all  times  necessary  to  l)e  kept  in  m'-nd,"*  and  it  is  mat- 
ter of  regret  to  tl>e  committee,  that  it  should  ever  have 
been  asf.erted,  that  the  constitution,  on  whoso  face  is  reen 
so  much  labor  to  enumerate  and  define  the  several  objects 
of  federal  power,  could  intend  to  introduce  in  the  lump, 
in  an  indirect  manner,  atul  by  a  forced  construction,  the 
vast  and  multiform  jurisdiction  involved  in  the  section  of 
the  law  under  consideralion — a  juriMliction  overshadowing 
the  entire  field  of  their  legislation  and  adjudication — a 
jui-isdiction  that  saps  the  foundation  of  the  constitution, 
as  a  system  of  limited  and  specified  pov.ers — obliterates 
the  sovereignty  of  so  many  republics,  rcnowiie<l  for  their 
defiance  of  tyranny,  and  whose  jealous  limitations  of 
power  had  preserved  their  liberty,  and  sccuied  for  them 
a  prosperity  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world. 

Nor  are  tlie  conmi'ttee  unmindful  tliat,  in  practice,  this 
disputed  power  has  given  rise  to  painful  collisions  in  the 
State  and  Federal  authorities,  c:dci;lated  to  disturb  the 
harmony  of  our  system,  and  to  v.-eaken  that  confidence 
and  affection  which  are  due  to  the  respective  Governments 
in  the  constitutional  exercise  of  all  their  functioris. 

The  committee  will  only  adfl  one  more  extract  from  Mr. 
Jcffereon,  which  is  to  l>c  fuwwX  in  a  second  series  of  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  the  Mtli 
November,  1799: 

**  That  if  tliose  who  administer  the  General  Govern- 
ment be  ^jcnnitted  to  transgress  the  limits  fixed  by  the 
compact,  by  a  total  d'srcgard  to  the  speci.il  delegations  of 
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power  therein  contained,  an  annihilation  of  the  State  Go- 
vernments, and  the  erection  upon  their  ruins  of  a  general 
consolidated  Government  will  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence:  that  the  principle  and  construction  contended  for 
by  sundry  of  the  State  Legislatures,  that  the  Genera]  Go- 
vernment is  tlie  exclusive  judge  of  the  extent  of  tlie  pow- 
ers delegated  to  it,  stop  nothing  short  of  despotism,  since 
the  discretion  of  those  who  admmister  the  Government  and 
not  the  constitution,  would  be  the  measure  of  their  pow- 
ers: that  the  several  States  who  formed  that  instrument, 
being  sovereign  and  independent,  have  the  unquestionable 
right  to  judge  of  its  infraction:  and  that  a  nullification  by 
those  sovereignties,  of  all  unauthorized  acts  done  under 
color  of  that  instrument,  is  llie  rightful  remedy." 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  provi- 
sions of  the  twenty-fiftli  section,  and  compare  them  with 
the  powers  of  the  federal  court,  as  conferred  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States;  and  then  submit  for  the 
consideration  of  the  House  two  judicial  decisions  of  the 
highest  respectability,  declaring  the  said  twenty-fifth  sec- 
tion unconstitutional. 

The  whole  judiciiU  power  of  the  United  States  is  de- 
cbired  by  the  constitution  to  be  vested  in  one  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish.  Can  Congress,  by  le- 
gislation, invest  State  courts  with  any  portion  of  that 
power?  Did  the  convention  contemplate,  in  using  the 
term  appellate  jurisdiction,  the  right  and  power  of  taking 
an  appeal  from  a  State  court  to  the  Stiprcmc  Court?  The 
answer  to  these  questions  must  be  found  in  the  constitu- 
tion. The  Supreme  Court  is  given  original  jurisdiction 
only  in  two  classcrs  of  cases,  to  wit:  in  all  cases  affecting 
ambassadorf),  other  public  ministers,  and  consuls,  and 
tiiosc  in  which  a  State  shall  be  a  party.  The  only  cases  in 
which  a  State  can  be  party,  are,  Ist.  wliere  the  controver- 
sy is  between  two  or  more  States;  and  2d,  where  the  contro- 
versy is  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens  tliereof,  and  foreign 
States.  In  all  other  cases,  before  mentioned,  says  tlie 
constitution,  the  Supreme  CouK  shall  have  appellate  ju- 
risdiction. Whaf  courts  have  the  original  jurisdiction  in 
all  those  cases  before  mentioned,  in  the  second  section  of 
the  third  article,  of  which  the  Supreme  Court  has  only  the 
appellate  jurisdiction?  Let  the  constitution  answer:  in  "such 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall,  from  time  to  time,  oixlain 
and  establish."  Is  a  Stale  court  an  inferior  court?  The 
constitution  does  not  say  so.  if  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion had  so  considered  them,  and  had  intended  the  right 
and  power  of  Uking  an  appeal  from  their  judgments  to 
the  Sujjreme  Court,  it  was  an  easy  matter,  and  they,  doubt- 
less, would  have  said  so:  their  omitting  to  do  so,  is  proof 
irresistible  that  the  power  was  not  intended  to  be  given. 
It  is  unreasonable  to  believe  that  they  who  were  so  very 
])recise  and  specific  in  the  enumeration  of  cases  and  pow- 
ers of  infinitely  less  moment,  would  have  lefl  to  implica* 
tion  and  inference,  a  power  that  breaks  down  all  the  bar- 
riers between  the  State  and  Federal  Governments. 

The  constitution  not  only  invests  the  whole  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  in  two  specified  tribunals,  but 
also  prescribes  and  declares  the  duties,  and  rights,  and 
tenure  of  office  of  the  judges  who  shall  constitute  them ; 
not  one  of  which  is  applicable  to  the  courts  or  judges  of 
State  courts.  The  courts,  in  the  first  place,  must  be  such 
as  arc  established  hy  Congress;  the  judges  must  receive 
their  appointments  from  tlie  President,  witl)  the  consent 
of  the  Senate;  they  are  told  to  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behavior;  their  compensation  cannot  be  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office;  and  are  made  liable  to 
be  impeached  and  removed  from  office  by  the  Senate  qf 
the  United  States.  Such  are  the  courts  and  judges  that 
the  constitution  invested  w.th  the  jurisdiction  of  all  **  other 
cases  before  mentioned,"  in  the  second  section  of  the  third 
article  of  that  instrument,  with  the  exception  of  two  classes 
of  cases  over  which  original  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the 


Supreme  Court.  Not  one  of  all  these  requt«tes  charsc' 
tense  State  courts  or  judges.  The  State  courts  are  not 
established  by  Cong^ss;  tke  State  judges  do  not  recdre 
their  appointments  from  the  President,  by  and  with  tbe 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  thev  hold  their  offices 
not  necessarily  during  good  beliavior,  but  bj  such  tenure 
as  the  States  shall  choose;  their  compensation  may  be  di- 
minished at  the  pleasure  of  the  States;  and  they  are  not 
responsible  to,  or  liable  to  be  impeached  before,  the  Se- 
nate of  the  United  States. 

The  comBoittee  are  aware,  that,  since  the  able  and  un* 
linswerable  arguments  on  the  twenty-fiflh  section  in  tbe 
Supreme  Court  of  Virginia,  the  advocates  of  federal  poirer 
have  assumed  the  pontion,  that  the  rig^t  of  appeal  is  claia- 
ed  for  the  federal  court,  on  tlie  g^und,   that  tbe  case 
arises  under  the  laws,  treaties,  and  constitation  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  on  the  ground  that  the  State  tn> 
bunal  is  an  inferior  one,  from  which  a  writ  of  error  would 
lie.     The  natural  result  of  this  will  be,  that,  if  the  po&tiM 
be  true,  it  will  prove  too  much.    If  the  nature  of  the  case 
be  the  only  ground  of  jurisdiction,  will  it  not  authorize 
the  Supreme  Court  to  issue  a  citation  or  writ  of  error  to  a 
court  of  England  or  France,  on  the  pretext  that  some  one 
of  the  Questions  arose  under  a  ti'eaty  of  the  United  Ststtr>' 
A  judicial  tribunal  of  one  of  those  places  is  not  more  inde- 
pendent of  the  federal  court  than  is  a  State  court,  if  tl^ 
character  of  the  case  be  the  only  criterion  or  aulhoritv^  for 
federal  iurisdiction.     Will  it  be  said  that  the  rigiit  of  jui:> 
diction  is  limited  by  the  power  to  enforce  the  mandates  c-t 
of  the  court?    This  beiu^  admitted,  will   not  var\  tit 
result  of  the  present  question.     The  federal  courts' ba^e 
the  same  right  to  issue  a  mandamus,  prohibition,  or  pro- 
cess of  contempt,  to  a  foreign  judg^.     If  the  nature  of  tbe 
case  can  ^ive  jurisdiction,,  as  it  has,  to  a  State  judge,  it  ^as 
also  precisely  the  same  power  to  execute  it.     If  tlie  rigbt 
existed  in  the  first  case,  to  issue  and  to  execute  process, 
the  Supreme  Court   would  virtually  be  hi  vested  with  tht 
power  of  declaring  war;  if  in  tJie  latter  case,    that  courr 
will  have  tlie  power  to  blot  out  from  the  map  any  State  ct 
the  ^nion.     If  tlie  right  to  issue  a  mandatory  process  t-- 
the   legislative,  executive,   and  judicial  authorities  of '. 
State,  be  admiV^l  to  belong  to  the  federal  court  utkLct 
the  constitution,  the  correlative  obligation  on  these  auth-*- 
rities  to  obey,  and  the  rightful  power  to  enforce  it,  are  oS 
vious  and  necessary  sequents.     The  federal  court,   uikkr 
these  admitte<l  principles,  will  have  the  power  to  prohit  t 
State   legislation  by  writs  of  injunction;  to  scqucstr&ic 
State  treasuries,  and  to  imprison  State  functionaries  whe- 
ther governors,  judges,  or  State  Legislatures,   in  a  body. 
Indeed,  the  power  will  not  stop  here;  the  same  reasoi^ 
will  sustain  a  power  in  the  fedeml  couH  to  attach  and  im- 
prison the  President  and  both  Houses  of  Congress.     TV 
power  by  citation  or  writ  of  error,  to  take  a   case  aftir 
judgment,  from  a  State  court,  and  to  remove  it,  for  fira^ 
determination,  to  the  supreme  federal  court,    is  a  mac* 
gi'eater  outrage  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  theorem  - 
cal  and  practical  liberty,  as  estabhshed  here,  than  the  odious 
writ  otquo  tcarranto,  as  it  was  used  in  England  by  a  t}- 
rannical  kingi  to  destroy  the  rights  of  corporations!     Tdc 
end  and  aim,  in  both  cases,  were  similar:  in  England,  f- 
was  to  make  corporations  subservient  to  the  kingly  p4«- 
surei  here,  to  make  States  subservient  to  federal  extran- 
gance  and  aggrandizement. 

The  last  arg^iments  used  by  the  advocates  of  fcdcT^j 
power  is,  that  the  action  of  the  Federal  Government  wfll  be 
so  crippled  by  the  repeal  of  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the 
act  of  1789,  that  its  wholesome  operations  will  be  arrcsicti 
Although  the  committee  will  not  acknowledge  that  surli 
would  be  the  necessary  consequence,  yet  it  may  be  adss^J- 
ted  for  the  sake  of  argument,  without  changing  tbe  resi»i* 

The  committee  believe  that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  d 
Congress  to  repeal,  without  delay,  any  of  its  acts  in  cr^ntra- 
vention  of  the  ccmstitution,  be  the  consequences  what  ih ; 
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may.  If  Congress  had  no  power  to  paA  such  Uws,  they 
arc  null  and  void,  and  ought  not  to  remain  on  the  statute 
book;  if  such  be  really  necessary,  the  power  that  created 
the  constitution  can,  and  will  amend  it.  Necessity  and 
expedience  are  the  pleas  of  the  tyrant;  amendment,  the 
dictate  of  the  constitution.  By  pursuing  the  former 
course,  we  trample  upon  the  constitution?  by  following 
the  latter,  we  go  back  to  the  people,  the  original  source 
of  all  power. 

It  has  also  been  urged  as  a  branch  of  this  argument,  that 
the  twenty.fifth  section  is  indispensable  to  that  supremacy 
of  the  federal  court  which  is  required  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country  with  foreign  Powers,  and  to  render 
uniform  all  judgments  in  treaty  cases.  The  answer  to 
these  objections  to  the  repeal  of  the  twenty-fifth  section, , 
the  committee  believe  to  be  full  and  perfect  in  the  case  of 
Hunter  ns.  Martin,  and  prefer  presenting  it  in  the  language 
of  the  able  judge  who  delivered  it: 

"  I  have  said  that  this  controlling  power  was  not  essen- 
tial to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  nation.*  Without  going 
to  other  considerations  or  authorities  on  the  subject,  it  is 
sufficient  to  remark  that  the  American  people  have  decid- 
ed that  it  is  no  cause  of  offence  to  foreign  nations,  to  have 
their  causes  decided,  and  exclusively  and  finally  decided 
by  the  State  tribunals.  In  that  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution by  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts  is 
prohibited  to  suits  brought  against  the  States  by  foreign 
citizens  or  subjects,  this  construction  is  roost  undoubted, 
»nd  has  never  been  complained  of. 

"Since  the  adoption  of  that  amendment,  the  election  of 
jurisdiction  has  been  entirely  taken  away  from  foreigners 
m  all  suits  against  the  SUtes;  and  those  suits  can  now  be 
brought  in  the  States'  courU  in  exclusion  of  every  other; 
and  tliat,  too,  in  cases,  in  which,  from  the  circumstances 
or  the  States  themselvea  being  parties,  it  might,  perhaps, 
t)c  plausibly  urged  that  the  judges  of  the  State  courts 
were  not  free  from  bias.  I  consider  that  this  declaration 
by  the  American  people,  and  which  has  never  excited  a 
murmur  in  foreign  nations,  has  put  down  the  notion  now 
»n  question.  It  has  settled  the  question  forever,  that  it  is 
no  cause  of  war  to  foreign  nations,  that  the  State  judicia- 
ries  should  finally  decide  the  causes,  elected  tobe  brought 
tnercm  by  their  subjects.  It  has  consequently  over- 
uvrown  the  only  foundation  on  which  th«  whole  super- 
structure  of  the  twenty.fifth  section  of  the  judicial  act  has 
been  supposed  to  rest     . 

**  That  pretence  is  the  only  one  on  which  the  power  in 
question  could  be  attempted  to  be  justified.  That  of  ren- 
acnng  uniform  all  judgments  in  the  case  of  treaties  is  still 
less  tenable,  and  is  even  not  attained  by  the  actual  provi- 
iions  of  the  judicial  act.  Under  that  act,  the  appeal 
equally  hes  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
Where  such  uniformity  already  exists,  and  is  denied  where 
It  IS  wanting. 

*'^^>  u°^  example,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
states  has  decided  against  a  treaty,  and  the  Supreme 
L>ourt  of  a  State  decides  the  same  way,  there  this  unifor- 
fnity  already  exists,  and  yet  the  appeal  is  allowed.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  the- former  court  decides  against  a  treaty, 
ind  the  latter  in  favor  of  it,  this  uniformity  is  wanting. 
ret  the  appeal  is  denied." 

The  following  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Virginia,  in  the  above  stated  case. 

*  The  court  is  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  appel- 
ate power  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  United  States 
r  1"^*  ^3Ltend  to  this  court,  under  a  sound  construction 
«  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  that  so  much  of 
he  25th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  to  establish  the 
udicial  power  of  the  United  States,  as  extends  the  appel- 
ate  judicial  power  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  this  court,  is 
'ot  m  pursuance  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States; 
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and  that  the  writ  of  error  in  this  case  was  improvidenthr 
allowed  under  the  authority  of  that  act;  that  the  proceed- 
ings thereon  in  the  Supreme  Court,  were  coram  nonjudi- 
eem  in  relation  to  this  court,  and  that  obedience  to  its  man- 
date be  declined  by  this  court." 

The  committee  will  present  one  more  judicial  opinion 
of  a  State  Court  against  the  powers  contended  for  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth  t».  Cobbett,*  so- 
lemnly and  unanimously  refused  to  permit  the  defendant, 
who  was  an  alien,  to  remove  a  cause  in  which  he  was  sued 
by  the  State  in  its  Supreme  Court,  into  a  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  States,  notwithstanding  the  comprehensiveness 
of  the  words  of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  judicial  act 
The  court,  after  deciding,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that 
all  power  not  granted  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  remained  with  the  several  States;  that  the  Federal 
Government  was  a  league  or  treaty,  made  by  the  indivi- 
dual States  as  one  party,  and  all  the  States  as  another) 
that  when  two  nations  differ  as  to  the  construction  of  a 
league  or  treaty  existing  between  them,  neither  has  the 
exclusive  right  to  deci<k  it;  and  Uiat  if  one  of  the  States 
should  differ  with  tiie  United  States  as  to  tlie  extent  of  the 
g^nt  made  to  them,  there  is  no  common  umpire  between 
them  but  the  people,  by  an  amendnttnt  of  the  constitu- 
tion; went  on  to  declare  its  own  opinion  on  the  subject, 
and  overruled  the  motion  on  the  gfround  that  the  sovereign 
State  of  Pennsylvania  could  not,  on  account  of  its  dignity, 
be  can-ied  before  that  court.  This  was  the  solemn  and 
unanimous  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  one  of  the 
most  respectable  and  republican  States  of  the  Union. 

The  decisions  of  these  tribunals,  the  committee  conn- 
der  of  high  authority  and  great  weight;  the  judges  who 
composed  them  were  of  exalted  character^  patriotism, 
learning,  and  ability.  They  had  taken  the  same  oath  im- 
posed upon  tiie  federal  judges  to  support  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  superadded  obliga- 
tion to  maintain  the  constitutions  of  the  States,  whose  ju- 
dicial powers  were  confided  to  them. 

The  committee  do  not  pretend  to  originality  in  the  views 
and  principles  of  this  report;  on  the  contrary,  they  believe 
they  could  not  better  discharge  their  duty,  or  render  a 
more  acceptable  service  to  Uie  House,  than  by  presenting 
the  authorities  on  which  it  is  founded.  Believing  the  sec- 
tion of  the  act  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee to  be  unconstitutional,  they  herewith  report  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  same. 

COUNTER  REPORT  UPON  THE  JUDICIARY. 
House  or  RxpaxsxirTATiTxs,  Jait.  ^4. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred 
a  sesolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  instructing  them  *'to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  or  modifying  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  an 
act  entitled  «an  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the 
United  SUtes,"  passed  the  24th  September,  1789,  having 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  repeal  the  same, 
the  minority  of  that  committee,  differing  in  opinion  from 
their  associates  upon  this  important  question,  deem  it  to 
be  their  duty  to  submit  to  the  House  the  following  report: 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  conferred 
upon  Congress  certain  enumerated  powers,  and  expressly 
authorizes  that  body  **  to  make  all  kws  which  shall  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  these  powers  into  execu- 
tion." In  the  construction  of  this  instrument,  it  has  be- 
come an  axiom,  the  truth  of  which  cannot  be  controverted, 
that  "the  General  Government,  though  limited  as  to  its 
objects,  is  supreme  with  respect  to  those  objects." 

The  constitution  has  also  conferred  upon  the  President, 
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**  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  pro- 
Tided  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur,"  tlie 
power  to  make  treaties. 

By  the  second  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  this  instru- 
inent,  it  is  declared,  in  emphatic  language,  that  ''this  con- 
stitution, and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  the 
mdres  in  ever}^  State  snail  be  bound  thereby,  any  tiling 
m  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. " 

The  constitution  having  conferred  upon  Congress  the 
power  of  legislation  over  certain  objects,  and  upon  the 
President  and  Senate  the  power  of  making  treaties  with 
foreign  nations,  the  next  question  which  naturally  present- 
ed itself  to  those  who  framed  it  was,  in  what  manner  it 
would  be  most  proper  that  the  constitution  itself,  and  the 
laws  and  treaties  made  under  its  authority,  should  be  car- 
ried into  execution.  They  have  decidea  this  question  in 
the  following  strong  and  comprehensive  lang^iagc:  **  The 
judicial  power  shalfextend  to  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity, 
arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
their  authority.'*  [Article  3,  Sec.  2.]  This  provision  is  the 
only  one  which  co\^d  have  been  made  in  consistency  with 
the  character  of  the  Government  established  by  the  con- 
stitution. It  would  have  been  a  strange  anomaly  had  that 
instrument  established  a  judiciary  whose  powers  did  not 
embrace  all  the  laws  and  all  the  treaties  made  under  its 
authority.  The  symmetry  of  the  system  would  thus  have 
been  destroyed;  and,  in  many  cases,  Congress  would  have 
had  to  depend  exclusively  for  the  execution  of  their  own 
laws  upon  the  judiciary  of  the  States.  This  principle 
would  have  been  at  war  with  the  spirit  which  pervades 
the  whole  constitution.  It  was  clearly  the  intention  of  its 
framers  to  create  a  Government  which  should  have  the 
power  of  construing  and  executing  its  own  laws,  without 
any  obstruction  from  State  authority.  Accordingly,  we 
find  that  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  extends, 
in  express  terms,  **to  all  cases,"  in  law  and  in  equity, 
arising  under  the  constitution,  the  laws,  and  the  treaties  of 
the  United  States.  This  general  language  comprehends 
precisely  what  it  ought  to  comprehend. 

If  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  does  thus  ex- 
tend to  "  all  cases"  arising  under  the  coivstitution,  tiie  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  Union,  how  could  this  power  be 
brought  into  action  over  such  cases  without  a  law  of  Con- 
gress investing  the  Supreme  Court  with  the  original  and 
appellate  jurisdiction  embraced  by  the  constitution } 

It  was  the  imperious  duty  of  Congress  to  make  sucli  a 
law,  and  it  is  equally  its  duty  to  continue  it:  indeed,  with- 
out it,  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  is  limited 
and  restricted  to  such  cases  only  as  arise  in  the  federal 
courts,  and  is  never  brought  to  bear  upon  numerous  cases, 
evidently  within  its  range. 

When  Congress,  in  the  year  1789,  legislated  upon  this 
•ubject,  they  knew  that  the  State  courts  would  often  be 
called  upon,  in  the  trial  of  causes,  to  g^ve  a  constniction 
to  the  constitution,  the  treaties  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.  What,  then,  was  to  be  dpne }  If  the  decisions  of 
the  State  courts  should  be  final,  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  Union  might  be  construed  to  mean  one  thing  in  one 
State,  and  another  thing  in  another  State. 

All  uniformity  in  their  construction  would  thus  be  de- 
stroyed. Besides,  we  might,  if  this  were  the  case,  get 
into  serious  conflicts  with  foreign  nations,  as  a  treaty  might 
receive  one  construction  in  Pennsylvania,  another  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  third  in  New  York.  Some  common  and  uni- 
form standard  of  construction  was  absolutely  necessary. 

To  remedy  these  and  other  inconveniences,  the  first 
Congress  of  tiie  United  States,  composed,  in  a  considera- 
ble proportion,  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  passed 


the  25th  section  of  the  judicial  act  of  the  24th  September, 
1789.     It  is  in  the  following  words: 

"  Sec  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tliat  a  final  jud^- 
ment  or  decree  in  any  suit,  in  the  highest  court  of  lav  or 
equity  of  a  State,  in  which  a  decision  in  tlie  suit  could  be 
had,  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of*  treaty  or 
statute  of,  or  an  authority  exercised  under,  the  United 
States,  and  the  decision  is  against  their  validity;  or  where 
is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  a  statute  of,  or  ia 
authority*  exercised  under,  any  State,  on  the  ground  of 
their  being  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  treaties,  or  hws 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  is  in  fiivor  of  sudi 
their  validity;  or  where  is  drawn  in  question  the  con^rue- 
tion  of  any  clause  of  the  constitution,  or  of  a  treanor 
statute  of,  or  commission  held  under  the  United,  States, 
and  the  decision  is  against  the  title,  right,  pri\'itegc,  <s 
exemption,  specially  set  up  or  claimed  by  either  pan? 
under  such  clause  x>f  the  said  constitution,  treaty,  r^tute, 
or  commission,  may  be  re-examined  and  reversed,  cr 
affirmed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  up» 
a  writ  of  error,  the  citation  being  signed  by  the  chitfjis- 
tice,  or  judge,  or  chancellor,  of  the  court  renderir^  cr 
passing  the  judgment  or  decree  complained  of,  or  by  » 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  tbe 
same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regulations;  aiid  the 
writ  shall  have  tiie  same  effect,  as  if  the  judgment  or  de- 
cree complained  of  had  been  rendered  or  passed  in  a  cir- 
cuit court;  and  the  proceeding  upon  the  reversal  ^1. 
also  be  the  same,  except  that  the  Supreme  Co^irt,  inittsL 
of  remanding  the  cause  for  a  final  decision,  as  before  }ffo- 
vided,  may,  at  their  discretion,  if  the  cause  shall  have  beer 
once  remanded  before,  proceed  to  a  final  decision  of  'Jje 
same,  and  award  execution.  But  no  oUier  error  shall  b^ 
assigned  or  regarded  as  a  ground  of  reversal,  in  aiiv  sccb 
case  as  aforesaid,  than  such  as  appears  on  the  face  of  'Xz 
record,  and  immediately  respects  the  beforemcnt'HiiKi 
questions  of  validity,  or  construction  of  the  said  ccr-^ita- 
tion,  treaties,  statutes,  commissions,  or  authorities,  in  ^iV 
pute." 

This  section  embraces  three  classes  of  cases.  The  firs!, 
those  in  which  a  State  couit  should  decide  a  law  cr  tre^ 
of  the  United  States  to  be  void,  either  because  it  viob-Lw 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  for  any  oth.r 
reason.  Ought  there  not  in  such  cases  to  be  an  appe&i 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States?  Withuj*. 
such  an  appeal,  the  General  Government  might  be  obKgci 
to  behold  its  own  laws,  and  its  solemn  treaties  annidie<^  ^;> 
the  Judiciary  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  without  5t« 
power  of  redress. 

The  second  class  of  cases  is  of  a  different  character,  t! 
embraces  those  causes  in  which  the  validity  of  State  U«& 
is  contested,  upon  tlie  principle  that  they  violate  U»e  c.-«- 
stitution,  the  laws,  or  the  treaties  of  the  United  Stat^ 
and  have,  therefore,  been  enacted  in  opposition  to  tbe 
Duithority  of  the  "supreme  law  of  the  land."  Cases  of  i^ils 
description  have  been  of  frequent  occurrence.  It  has 
often  been  drawn  into  question  before  the  State  courts 
whether  State  laws  did  or  did  not  violate  the  con^itutico 
of  the  United  States.  Is  it  not  then  essential  to  tlie  prrstr- 
vation  of  the  Generhl  Go\'ernment,  tiiat  the  Supreir* 
Court  of  the  United  States  should  possess  the  power  tf 
reviewing  the  judgments  of  State  courts  in  all  cases 
wherein  they  have  established  the  validity  of  a  State  las. 
in  opposition  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  UiiitcJ 
States? 

The  third  class  differs  essentially  from  each  of  the  i^^ 
first.  In  the  cases  embraced  by  it,  neither  the  validity  oJ* 
acts  of  Congress,  nor  of  treaties,  nor  of  -State  lawi  i* 
called  in  question.  This  clause  of  the  25th  section  mcr.h 
confers  upon  the  Supreme  Court  the  appellate  jtirisdtf- 
tion  of  constniing  the  constitution,  laws,  and  trcatits  Ji 
\  tiie  United  States,  when  their  protection  has  been  invrkcd 
I  by  parties  to  suits  before  Uic  State  courts,  and  ba5  h€:tx\ 
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denied  by  their  decision.  Without  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  in  cases  originating  in  tlie  State  courts,  the  con- 
stitution, laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  would  he 
left  to  be  finally  construed  and  executed  by  a  judicial 
power,  over  which  Congress  has  no  control. 

This  section  docs  not  interfere,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, with  the  independence  of  tlie  State  courts,  in  fi- 
nally deciding  all  cases  arising  exclusively  under  tlieir 
own  constitution  and  laws.  It  leaves  them  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  every  power  which  they  possessed  before  the 
adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  It  merely  declares, 
that,  as  that  constitution  established  a  new  form  of  Go- 
vernment, and  consequently  gave  to  the  State  courts  the 
power  of  consti'tting,  in  certain  cases,  the  constitution, 
the  laws,  and  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  tlie  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  should,  to  this  limited 
extent,  but  not  beyond  it,  possess  the  power  of  reviewing 
their  judgments.  The  section  itself  declares  that  no  other 
error  shall  be  assigned  or  regarded  as  a  ground  of  reversal, 
in  any  such  case  as  aforesaid,  than  such  as  appears  on  the 
fuce  of  the  record,  and  immediately  respects  the  before 
mentioned  questions  of  validity  or  construction  of  the  said 
constitution,  treaties,  statutes,  commissions,  or  authorities 
in  dispute. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  will  now  proceed  to  ad- 
vance, in  a  more  distinct  fonn,  a  few  of  the  reasons  why, 
in  their  opinion,  the  25th  section  of  this  act  ought  not  to 
be  repealed. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  it  ought  to  be  the  chief  object 
of  all  Governments  to  protect  individual  rights.  In  al- 
most every  case,  involving  a  question  before  a  State  court 
under  this  section  of  the  judiciary  act,  the  constitution, 
laws,  or  treaties,  of  the  United  States  arc  interposed  for 
the  protection  of  individuals.  Does  a  citizen  invoke  the 
protection  of  an  act  of  Congress  upon  a  trial  before  a  State 
court,  which  decides  that  act  to  be  unconstitutional  and 
void,  and  renders  judgment  against  him?  this  section  se- 
cures bis  right  of  appeal  from  such  a  decision  to  the  Su-. 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

When  a  citiien,  in  a  suit  before  a  State  court,  contends 
that  a  State  law,  by  which  he  is  assailed,  is  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  therefore  void, 
(if  his  plea  should  be  overrated,)  he  may  bring  this  ques- 
tion before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

In  like  manner,  when  an  individual  claims  any  right  be- 
fore a  State  court  under  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  decision  is  ajfainst  his  claim,  he 
may  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

If  this  section  were  repealed,  all  tliese  important  mdi- 
ridual  rights  would  be  forfeited. 

The  history  of  our  country  abundantly  proves  that  in- 
lividual  States  are  liable  to  high  excitements  and  strong 
prejudices.  The  judges  of  these  States  would  be  more 
>r  less  than  men  if  they  did  not  participate  in  the  feelings 
>f  the  community  by  which  they  are  surrounded.  Under 
ihe  influence  of  these  excitements,  individuals,  whose 
M^hts  happen  to  clash  with  the  prevailing  feeling  of  the 
State,  would  have  but  a  slender  hope  of  obtaining  justice 
>efore  a  State  tribunal.  There  would  be  the  power  and 
he  influence  of  the  State  aovereignty  on  the  one  aide, 
ind  an  individual  who  had  made  himself  obnoxious  to 
lopular  odium  on  the  other.  In  such  cases,  ought  the 
iberty  or  the  property  of  a  citizen,  so  far  as  he  claims 
he  same  under  the -constitution  or  laws  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  decided  before  a  State  court,  without  an  ap- 
leai  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Mited  States,  on  whom 
he  constructioB  of  this  very  constitution  and  these  laws 
las  been  conferred,  in  all  cases,  by  the  constitution? 

The  Supreme  Court,  considering  the  elevated  charac- 
er  of  its  Judges,  and  that  they  reside  in  parts  of  the  Union 
emote  from  each  other,  can  never  be  liable  to  local  ex- 
itetnenta  and  local  prejudices.  To  that  tribunal  our 
itixenfl  can  i4>peal  vith  aafety  and  with  confidence,  (at 


long  as  the  25th  section  of  the  judicial  act  shall  remain 
upon  the  statute  book)  whenever  they  consider  that  their 
rights,  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,  have  been  violated  by  a  State  court.  Besides, 
should  this  section  be  repealed,  it  would  produce  a  denial 
of  equal  justice  to  parties  drawing  in  question  the  consti- 
tution, laws,  or  treaties  of  the  United  States.  In  civil 
actions,  the  plaintiflfmight  then  bring  his  action  in  a  fede- 
ral or  State  court,  as  he  pleased,  and  as  he  thought  he 
should  be  most  likely  to  succeed;  whilst  the  defendant 
would  have  no  option,  but  must  abide  the  consequences 
w  thout  the  power  of  removing  tlie  cause  from  a  State  into 
a  federal  court,  except  in  the  smgle  ease  of  his  being  sued 
out  of  the  district  in  which  he  resides^  and  this,  although 
he  might  have  a  conclu&ve  defence  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Another  reason  for  preserving  this  section  is,  that,  with- 
out it,  there  would  be  no  uniformity  in  the  construction 
and  sidministration  of  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  courts  of  twenty-four  distinct, 
sovereign  States,  each  possess  tlie  power,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, of  deciding  upon  tlie  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  their  construction  may  be  different  in  every 
State  of  the  Union.  That  act  of  Congress  which  conforma 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  is  valid,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia,  may  be  a 
direct  violation  of  the  provisions  of  that  instrument,  and 
be  void,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  South 
Carolina.  A  State  law  in  Vir^nia  mig^t  in  this  manner 
be  declared  constitutional,  whilst  the  same  law,  if  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  would  be  void.  Nay, 
what  would  be  still  more  absurd,  a  law  or  treaty  of  the 
United  States  with  a  foreign  nation,  admitted  to  be  con- 
stitutionally made,  might  secure  rights  to  the  citizens  of 
one  State,  which  would  be  denied  to  those  of  another. 
Although  the  same  constitution  and  laws  govern  the  Union, 
yet  the  rights  acquired  under  them  would  vary  with 
every  degree  of  latitude.  Surely  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution would  have  left  their  work  incomplete,  had  they 
established  no  common  tribunal  to  decide  its  own  con- 
struction, and  that  of  the  laws  and  treaties  made  under  its 
authority.  They  are  not  liable  to  this  chan;e,  because 
the^  have  given  express  power  to  the  Judiciary  of  the 
Union  over  '*  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under 
this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  trea- 
ties made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority." 

The  first  Congress  of  the  United  States  have,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  carried  this  power  into  execution  by  the 
passage  of  the  judicial  act,  and  it  contains  no  provision 
more  important  than  the  25th  section. 

This  section  oug^t  not  to  be  repealed,  because,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciaiy, 
its  repeal  would  serioosly  endanf^er  the  existence  of  this 
Union.  The  clnef  evil  which  existed  under  the  old  con- 
federation, and  which  gave  birth  to  the  present  constitu- 
tion, was,  that  the  General  Government  could  not  act  di- 
rectly upon  the  people,  but  only  by  reqwmtion  upon  so- 
vereign States.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  States 
either  obeyed  or  disobeyed  these  requisitions,  as  they 
thought  proper.  The  present  constitution  was  intended 
to  enable  the  Government  of  the  United  St^es  to  act  im- 
mediately upon  the  people  of  the  States,  and  to  carnr  its 
own  laws  into  full  execution,  by  virtue  of  its  own  authori- 
ty. If  this  section  were  repealed,  the  General  Govern- 
ment would  be  deprived  of  the  power,  by  means  of  its  own 
judiciary,  to  give  effect  either  to  the  constitution  which 
called  it  into  existence,  or  to  the  laws  and  treaties  made  un- 
der its  authority.  It  would  be  compelled  to  submit,  in 
many  important  cases,  to  the  decisions  of  State  courts;  and 
thus  the  very  evil  which  the  present  constitution  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  would  be  entailed  upon  the  people. 
The  iudidary  of  the  States  might  refuse  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect tho  lavs  of  the  United  States;  and  without  that  appeal 
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to  the  Supreme  Court  which  the  25th  secjtion  authorizes, 
these  laws  would  thus  be  entirely  annulled,  and  could  not 
be  executed  without  a  resort  to  force. 

This  position  may  be  illustrated  by  a  few  striking  ex- 
amples. Suppose  the  Legislature  of  one  of  the  States, 
believing  tlie  tariff  laws  to  be  unconstitutional,  should  de- 
termine that  they  ought  not  to  be  executed  within  its  lim- 
its. They  accordingly  pass  a  law,  imposing  the  severest 
penalties  upon  the  collector  and  other  custom-bouse  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  within  their  territory,  if  they 
should  collect  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise. The  collector  proceeds  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  bis  office  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is 
condemned  and  punished  before  a  State  court  for  violating 
tliis  State  law.  Uepcal  this  seclion,  and  the  decision  of 
the  State  court  would  be  final  and  conclusive;  and  any 
State  could  thus  nullify  any  act  of  Congress  which  she 
deemed  to  be  unconstitutional. 

The  Executive  of  one  of  the  States,  in  a  message  to  the 
Legislature,  has  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  land 
belonging -to  the  United  States  within  her  territory  is  now 
the  property  of  the  State,  by  virtue  of  her  sovereigti  au- 
thority. Should  the  Legislature  be  of  the  same  opinion, 
and  pass  a  law  for  the  punishment  of  the  land  officers  of 
the  United  States  who  should  sell  any  oi  the  public  lands 
within  her  limits,  this  transfer  of  property  might  be  virtu- 
Ally  accomplished  by  the  repeal  of  the  25th  section  of  the 
judicial  act.  Our  land  officers  miglit  then  be  severely 
punished,  and  thus  prohibited  by  the  courts  of  that  State 
from  performing  their  duty  under  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
witliout  the  possibility  of  redress  in  any  constitutional  or 
leg^l  form.  In  this  manner,  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  a  vast  domain,  which  has  cost  the  nation  many  millions, 
and  which  jtistly  belongs  to  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  would  be  defeated  or  greatly  impaired. 

Another  illustration  might  be  introduced.  Suppose  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  being  of  opinion  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  unconstitutional, 
were  to  declafe  it  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  inflict. penalties 
upon  all  its  officers  for  making  discounts  or  receiving  de- 
posites.  Should  the  courts  of  that  State  carry  such  a  law 
into  effect,  without  the  25th  section  there  would  be  no 
appeal  from  their  decision;  and  the  Le^slature  and  courts 
of  a  single  State  might  thus  prostrate  an  institution  estab- 
fished  under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

In  all  such  cases,  redress  can  now  be  peaceably  obtain- 
ed in  the  ordinary  administration  of  justice.  A  writ  of 
error  issues  from  the  Supreme  Court,  which  finally  decides 
the  question  whether  the  act  of  Congress  was  constitution- 
al or  not;  and  if  they  determine  in  the  affirmative,  the 
judgment  of  the  State  court  is  reversed.  The  laws  are 
tluis  substituted  instead  of  arms,  and  the  States  kept  within 
their  proper  orbits  by  the  judicial  authority.  But  if  no 
such  appeal  existed,  then,  upon  the  occurrence  of  cases 
of  this  coarmcter,  the  General  Government  would  be  com- 
pelled to  determine  whether  the  Union  should  be  dissolv- 
ed, or  whether  there  should  be  a  recurrence  to  force — ^an 
awful  alternative,  which  we  trust  may  never  be  presented. 
We  will  not  attempt  further  to  portray  the  evils  which 
roi^t  result  from  the  abandonment  of  the  present  jtuiicial 
system.     They  will  strike  every  reflecting  mind. 

It  has  of  late  years  been  contended,  that  this  section  of 
&e  judicial  act  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  Congress  do 
not  possess  the  power  of  investing  the  Supreme  CQurt  with 
appellate  jurisdiction  in  any  case  whicn  has  been  finally 
decided  in  the  courts  of  the  States.  It  has  also  been  con- 
tended, that,  even  if  they  do  possess  this  power,  it  does 
not  extend  to  cases  in  which  a  State  is  a  party.  On  this 
branch  of  the  question,  we  would  refer  the  House  to  the 
very  able  and  conclusive  argument  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  cases  of  Martin  i».  Hunter's 
lessM,  (lit  Wheaton»  304,)  and  Ooheni  vs.  th«  State  of 


Virginia,  (6  Wheatot),  264^)  by  which  the  afBrmative  of 
these  propositions  is  clearly  established.  It  msy  be  proper, 
however,  that  we  should  make  a  few  observations  upon 
this  part  of  the  question.  Those  who  have  arg;aed  in  hvx 
of  these  positions,  assert  that  the  general  words  of  the 
constitution,  extending  the  judicial  power  of  thr  Uiooo 
*<  to  all  cases,  in  law  and  equity,"  arising  under  the  coe- 
stitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  ought,  by  construc- 
tion, to  be  restricted  to  such  cases,  in  law  and  equity,  t$ 
may  originate  in  the  courts  of  the  Union.  Thfy  wodd 
thus  establish  a  limitation  at  war  with  the  letter/and,  ii 
our  opinion,  equally  at  war  with  the  spirit  of  the  instn- 
ment.  Had  such  been  the  intention  of  the  fnunen  of  the 
constitution,  they  well  knew  in  what  language  to  expres 
that  intention.  Had  it  been  their  purpose  to  restrict  tbe 
meaning  of  the  general  lang^gc  which  Ijiev  had  used  is 
the  first  clause  of  the  section,  they  could  have  done  so 
with  much  propria^  in  the  second.  This  chose,  titer 
providing  <*  that,  in  all  cases  aflecting  ambassadors,  otber 
public  ministers,  and  consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  Stste 
shall  be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court  shal)  hare  origin) 
junsdietion,"  proceeds  to  declare  « that,  in  all  the  od»r 
cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  hare  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  a- 
eeptions,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  the  Con^ 
shall  make."  On  the  supposition  contended  for,  H  s 
wholly  unaccountable  that  the  framers  of  the  constitatka 
did  not  limit  the  natural  efiect  of  the  words  used  in  the  fint 
clause,  by  making  the  second  to  read  *'that,  in  all  the 
other  cases  before  mentioned,"  arising  in  the  inferior  ccujs 
of  the  United  States,  "  the  Supreme  Court  shall  bare  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction."  But  no  such  restriction  exists;  ari 
from  the  fair  import  of  the  words  used  in  both  elauxs. 
the  Supreme  Court  possess  the  power  of  finally  deckia; 
"all  cases,  in  law  and  equity,"  arinng  under  the  coBstHa- 
tion,  the  laws,  and  the  treaties  of  the  United  States,  w 
matter  whether  they  may  have  originated  in  a  federal  or 
in  a  State  court,  and  no  matter  whether  Stotes  or  «> 
dividuals  be  the  parties. 

But  it  is  not  our  intention  to  enter  into  a  protracted «•• 
stitutional  argtiment  upon  the  present  occasion,  beo^ 
this  question  has  long  since  been  put  at  rest,  if  anr  tm- 
stitutional  question  can  ever  be  considered  as  settled  a 
this  cotintry.  The  Federalist,  which  is  now  conadertd* 
text-book  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  the  coitttitutifl>» 
and  deservedly  so,  as  well  from  the  great  merit  of  the 
work,  as  the  high  character  of  its  authors,  is  clear  and  ex- 

f>licit  on  this  subject.  Af^er  reasoning  upon  it  at  sow 
ength,  the  author  of  the  83d  number  of  that  produrtic^ 
arrives  at  the  following  conclusion:  «•  To  confine,  tbo^ 
fore,  the  geRcral  expressions  which  gave  appellate  jtfl* 
dictipn  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  appeals  from  the  «h<*- 
dinate  federal  courts,  instead  of  allowing  their  extfn»« 
to  the  State  courts,  would  be  to  abridge  the  latitude  ct 
the  terms,  in  subversion  of  the  intent,  contrary  to  e«i7 
sound  rule  of  interpretation." 

The  Federalist,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  written  w- 
tweenthe  formation  of  the  constitution  and  its  adoption  by 
the  States.  Immediately  after  its  adoption,  Congrts.  bf 
passing  the  25th  section  of  the  judicial  act,  now  sou^t  te 
be  repealed,  fully  confirmed  this  construction.  This  ty 
pellate  jurisdiction  has  ever  since  been  exercised  by  tije 
Supreme  Court  in  a  great  variety  of  cases^  and  *<  *** 
not  aware  that  the  constitutionality  of  its  exercise  baserer 
been  questioned  by  the  decision  of  any  State  court,  eifep* 
in  a  single  instance,  wtiich  did  not  occur  until  the  )^ 
1815.  And  even  in  that  case,  (Hunter  w.  Fw^^'lr  • 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  carried  into  efte« 
according  to  the  existing  law,  without  endangerin?^ 
peace  of  the  country.  . 

The  last  topic  to  wWch  we  would  advert  ^is,  the  <*» 
which  has  been  set  up  to  exempt  the  judgments  obtua* 
by  the  States  of  this  Union,   before  their  own  courts »" 


APPENDIX— r^  Gale$  8f  Beaton's  Register. 


Ixxxv 


Counter  Report  upon  the  Judiciary. 


[21^  CoifO.  2d  Skbs. 


civil  and  criminal  auita,  prosecuted  in  their  name,  from 
being  reviewed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
upon  a  writ  of  error.  Much  stress  has  been  laid  by  those 
furho  sustain  this  claim,  upon  the  |^nend  proposition  that 
I  sovereign  independent  State  cannot  be  sued,  except  by 
its  own  consent.  But  does  this  proposition  apply,  in  its 
extent,  to  the  States  of  this  Union?  That  is  the  question 
for  discussion. 

We  have  in  this  country  an  authority  much  higher  than 
that  of  sovereign  States.  It  is  the  authority  ot  the  sov- 
treign  people  of  each  Stote.  In  Uieir  State  conventions 
they  ratified  the  constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  so 
&r  as  that  constitution  has  deprived  the  States  of  any  of 
the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  they  are  bound  by  it,  because 
such  was  the  will  of  the  people.  The  constitution,  thus  call- 
ed into  existence  by  the  will  of  the  people  of  the  several 
SUtes,  has  declared  itself,  and  the  laws  and  treaties  which 
should  emanate  from  its  authority,  to  be  '*  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land;"  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Why,  then,  should  a  State,  who  has  obUined  a  iudg- 
ment  in  her  own  courts  against  an  individual,  in  violation 
of  this  "  supreme  Uiw  of  the  land,"  be  protected  from 
having  her  judgment  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States?  Is  there  any  reason,  either  in  the  con- 
stitution or  in  natural  justice,  why  judgments  obtained  by 
a  State  in  her  own  courts  should  be  held  sacred,  notwith- 
standing they  violated  the  constitution  and  Uws  of  tlie 
Union,  which  would  not  apply,  at  least  with  equal  force, 
in  favor  of  individual  plaintiffs?  Tiie  constitution  subjects 
to  the  review  of  the  Supreme  Court  all  cases  in  law  or 
equity  arising  under  itself,  or  the  laws  of  the  Union.  It 
excepts  no  caac  bearing  this  character.  Whether  the 
party  be  a  SUte  or  an  individual,  all  must  alike  bow  to  the 
sovereign  will  of  the  people,  expressed  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

In  suits  brought  by  a  Stote  against  an  individual  m  her 
own  courts,  there  is  much  greater  danger  of  oppression, 
considering  the  relative  power  and  influence  of  the  par- 
ties, than  there  would  be  in  controversies  between  indi- 
viduals. And  are  these  to  be  the  only  cases  selected,  in 
which  the  citizen  shall  not  be  permitted  to  protect  him- 
self  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Union  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stotes?    Is  it  not  sufficient 


Sup 

that,  under  the  constitution,  the  Sti^tes  cannot  be  sued  as 
defendants,  without  adding  to  this,  by  a  strained  and  un- 
natural construction,  the  additional  privilege  that  the 
judgmenU  which  they  may  obtain  as  phuntiffs  or  prose- 
cutors before  their  own  courts,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
shall  in  all  cases  be  irreversible? 

We  will  not  repeat  the  considerations  ^hich  have  been 
aheady  urged  to  prove,  that,  unless  this  provision  of  the 
constitution  applies  to  the  SUtes,  the  rights  of  individuals 
will  be  sacrificed,  all  uniformity  of  decision  abandoned, 
and  each  one  of  the  Stotes  will  have  it  in  her  power  to 
set  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Stotes  at  de- 
fiance. 

The  eleventh  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Stotes  interferes  in  no  respect  with  the  principles 
for  which  we  have  contended.     It  is  in  these  words: 

"  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  Stotes  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  suit,  in  law  or  equity,  com- 
menced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  Stotes  by 
citizens  of  another  Stote,  or  by  citizens  or  subjecto  of  any 
foreign  State." 

Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  tlie 
court  in  the  case  of  Cohens  w.  Virginia,  has  given  so 
clear,  and,  in  our  opinion,  so  correct  an  expowtion  of  the 
true  construction  of  the  amendment,  that  we  shall,  m  con- 
clusion, present  to  the  House  a  few  extracts  from  that 
>pinion,  instead  of  any  argument  of  our  own.  He  says 
hat  «thtt  fiorst  impression  made  on  the  mind  by  this 


amendment  is,  that  it  was  intended  for  those  cases,  and 
for  those  only,  in  which  some  demand  against  a  Stote  is 
made  by  an  individual  in  the  courto  of  the  Union.  If  we 
consider  the  causes  to  which  it  is  to  be  traced,  we  are  con* 
ducted  to  the  same  conclusion.  A  general  interest  might 
well  be  felt,  in*leaving  to  a  Stote  the  full  power  of  con- 
sulting ito  convenience  in  the  adjustment  of  ito  debts,  or 
of  other  claims  upon  it;  but  no  interest  could  be  felt  in 
so  dianging  the  relation  between  the  whole  and  ito  parto, 
as  to  strip  the  Government  of  the  means  of  protecting, 
by  the  instrumentolity  of  ito  courts,  the  constitution  and 
laws  from  active  violation.  The  words  of  the  amendment 
appear  to  the  court  to  justify  and  require  this  construc- 
tion. 

<*  To  commence  a  suit,  is  to  demand  something  by  the 
institution  of  process  in  a  court  of  justice;  and  to  prose- 
cute the  suit,  IS,  according  to  the  common  acceptotion  of 
language,  to  continue  that  demand.  By  a  suit  commenced 
by  an  individual  against  a  Stote,  we  should  understond  a 
process  sued  out  by  that  individual  a^inst  the  Stote,  for 
the  purpose  of  estoblishing  some  claim  against  it  by  the 
judgment  of  a  court;  and  the  prosecution  of  that  suit  is 
ito  continuance.  'Whatever  may  be  the  stages  of  ito  pro- 
gress, the  actor  is  still  the  same.  Suito  had  been  com- 
menced in  the  Supreme  Court  against  some  of  the  Stotes 
before  tlie  amendment  was  introduced  into  Congress,  and 
others  might  be  commenced  before  it  should  be  adopted 
by  the  State  Leg^latures,  and  might  be  depending  at  the 
time  of  ito  adoption.  The  object  of  the  amendment  was 
not  only  to  prevent  the  commencement  of  future  suits, 
but  to  arrest  the  prosecution  of  those  which  mig^t  be 
commenced  when  this  article  should  form  a  part  of  the 
constitution.  It  therefore  embraces  both  objecto;  and 
ito  meaning  is,  that  the  judicial  power  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  suit  which  may  be  commenced, 
or  which,  if  already  commenced,  may  be  prosecuted 
against  a  Stote,  by  the  citizens  of  another  Stote.  If  a 
suit,  brought  in  one  court,  and  carried  by  legal  process  to 
a  supervismg  court,  be  a  continuation  of  the  same  suit, 
then  this  suit  is  not  commenced  nor  prosecuted  against  a 
Stote.  It  is  clearly,  in  ito  commencement,  the  suit  of  a 
Stote  against  an  individual,  which  suit  is  transferred  to 
this  court,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  any  claim 
a^inst  the  Stote,  but  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  a  con- 
stitutional defence  against  a  claim  made  bv  a  State. 

**  Under  the  judiciary  act,  the  effect  of  a  writ  of  error 
is  simply  to  bring  the  record  into  court,  and  submit  the 
judgment  of  the  inferior  tribunal  to  re-examination.  It 
does  not,  in  any  manner,  act  upon  the  parties^  it  acts  only 
on  the  record.  It  removes  the  record  into  the  supervis- 
ing tribunal.  'Where,  then,  a  Stote  obtoins  a  judgrnent 
against  an  individual,  and  the  court  rendering  such  judg- 
ment overrules  a  defence  setup  under  the  constitution,  or 
laws  of  the  United  Stotes,  the  transfer  of  this  record  into 
the  Supreme  Court,  for  tl)e  sole  purpose  of  inquiring 
whether  the  judgment  violates  the  constitution  or  laws  of 
the  United  Stotes,  can,  with  no  propriety,  we  think,  be  de- 
nominated a  suit  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  the 
Stote,  whose  judgment  is  so  far  re-examined.  Nothing  is 
demanded  from  the  Stote.  No  claim  against  it,  of  any 
description,  is  asserted  or  prosecuted.  The  party  is  not 
to  be  restored  to  the  possession  of  any  thing.  Essential- 
ly, it  is  an  appeal  on  a  single  point;  and  the  defendant 
who  appeals  from  a  judgment  rendered  a^inst  him,  ia 
never  said  to  commence  or  prosecute  a  suit  against  the 
plaintiff,  who  has  obtoined  the  judgment.  The  writ  of 
error  is  gpven  rather  than  an  appeal,  because  it  is  the  more 
usual  mode  of  removing  suits  at  common  law;  and  be- 
cause, perhaps,  it  is  more  technically  proper,  where  a 
single  point  of  law,  and  not  the  whole  case,  is  to  be  re- 
examined. But  an  appeal  might  be  given,  and  might  be 
so  regulated,  as  to  effect  every  purpose  of  a  writ  of  error. 
The  mode  of  removal  is  form,  not  substance.    Whether 
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it  be  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  no  claim  is  aaserted,  no 
demand  is  made  by  tbe  ori^nal  defendant;  he  only  asserts 
the  constitutional  right  to  nave  his  defence  examined  b^ 
that  tribunal  whose  province  it  is  to  construe  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  Union. 

**  The  only  part  of  the  proceeding  which  is  in  any  man- 
ner personal,  is  the  citation.  And  what  is  the  citation? 
It  is  simply  notice  to  the  opposite  party  that  the  record  is 
transferred  into  another  court,  where  he  may  appear,  or 
decline  to  appear,  as  his  judgment  or  inclination  ma^  de- 
termine. As  the  party  who  luis  obtained  a  judgment  is  out 
of  court,  and  may,  therefore,  not  know  that  his  cause  is 
removed,  common  justice  requires  that  notice  of  the  fact 
should  be  given  him;  but  this  notice  is  not  a  suit,  nor  has 
it  the  effect  of  process.  If  the  party  does  not  choose  to 
appear,  he  cannot  be  brought  into  court,  nor  is  his  failure 
to  appear  considered  as  a  default.  Judgment  cannot  be 
g^ven  against  him  for  his  non-appearance;  but  the  judg- 
ment is  to  be  re-examined,  and  reversed  or  affirmed,  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  party  had  appeared  and  argued  his 
cause. 

"The  point  of  view  in  which  this  writ  of  error,  with 
its  citation,  has  been  considered  uniformly  in  tlie  courts  of 
the  Union,  has  been  well  illustrated  by  a  re&rence  to  the 
course  of  this  court  in  suits  instituted  by  the  United  States. 
The  universally  received  opinion  is,  that  no  suit  can  be 
commenced  or  prosecuted  against  the  United  States;  that 
the  judiciary  act  does  not  authorize  such  suits;  vet  writs 
of  error,  accompanied  with  citations,  have  uniformly  is- 
sued for  tlie  removal  of  judgments  in  favor  of  the  United 
States  into  a  superior  court,  where  they  have,  like  those 
in  favor  of  an  individual,  been  re-examined,  and  aiErmed 
or  reversed.  It  has  never  been  suggested  that  such  writ 
of  error  was  a  suit  against  the  United  States,  and  there- 
fore not  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  appellate  court. 

"  It  is,  t''»en,^  the  opinion  of  the  court,  tliat  the  defen*> 
dant  who  removes  a  judgment  rendered  against  him  by  a 
State  court  into  this  court,  for  the  purpose  of  re-examin- 
ing the  question  whether  that  judgment  be  in  violation  of 
the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  does  not 
commence  or  prosecute  a  suit  against  the  State,  whatever 
may  be  its  opinion,  where  the  effect  of  the  writ  mav  be 
to  restore  the  party  to  the  possession  of  a  thing  which  he 
demands." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN, 
WM.   W.  ELLSWORTH, 
B.  D.  WHITE. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  SURPLUS  FUNDS. 

HoUSa  OF  RSPRKSEITTATIVKS,  JUTCABT  28,  1831. « 

Mr.  Polk,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  the 
"  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds  which  may  at  any 
time  remain  in  the  Treasury  after  the  national  debt  shall 
have  been  paid,  among  the  States,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  their  representatives,  to  be  applied  by  them 
to  objects  of  internal  improvement,"  have  had  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration,  and  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  proposition  to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue  among 
the  States  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  submit- 
ted by  the  Executive  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  is 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  whole  subject  of  mtehial 
improvement,  in  whatever  form,  or  with  whatever  modi- 
fications, power  over  the  subiect  has  been  heretofore  at- 
tempted to  be  exercised  by  the  Federal  Government,  that 
a  comparative  view  of  the  whole  subject,  as  well  of  the 
objections  to  each  mode  as  heretofore  attempted  to  be 
practised  on,  as  to  the  plan  proposed,  and  of  the  advan- 


tages of  each,  is  believed  to  &11  within  the  scope  of  ^> 
appropriate  duties  of  the  committee,  and  is  indispenad'; 
to  a  full  developement  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
them  to  come  to  the  conclusions  at  which  they  have  arrind 

They  propose,  therefore,  as  briefly  as  they  can,  to  a- 
amine  these  various  modes,  as  well  in  regard  to  their  cca- 
stitutionality  as  to  their  expediency,  for  the  purpose  oi 
being  enabled  to  present  more  distinctly  and  clcvh  tis 
views  which  they  entertain  upon  the  particular  propfe- 
tion  submitted  by  the  President,  and  referred  to  their  cw 
sideration  by  the  House. 

Before  they  do  so,  however,  it  may  not  be  improperly 
state,  that  tliey  fully  concur  with  the  Prendent  in  rtctft 
mending,  for  the  present,  **  a  rig[id  application  of  Ihat  por 
tion  of  the  public  funds  which  might  otherwise  be  appU 
to  different  objects,  to  that  highest  of  all  our  oblig»LOL> 
the  pa3rment  of  the  public  debt;"  and  that,  until  the  deb: 
shall  be  finally  extinguished,  no  money  should  be  »ppr» 
priated  from  the  Treasury,  to  be  applied  either  dimtif 
by  the  United  States  to  objects  of  internal  improTemat, 
or  to  be  distributed  among  the  States,  to  be  appticdbjr 
them  to  such  objects. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state,  also,  that,  when  the  de^ 
shall  have  been  paid  off,  they  are  ofopiniontliattlieUxa 
should  be  either  wholly  rep^ed  or  greatly  reduced  up:B 
many  articles,  especially  upon  such  as  are  not  prodtxd 
in  the  United  States,  or,  if  produced,  but  to  a  limited  es- 
tent;  and  upon  such  as  may  be  considered  necessaries  i 
life,  consumed  by  the  poor  as  well  as  by  the  licb,  andt^ 
duties  on  which  impose  onerous  burthens  on  all  d»ssa. 

These  preliminary  considerations,  which  tbe  comoitv 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  state  in  this  place,  will  be  ant 
fully  noticed  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  exercise  a  power  on  t^ 
part  of  the  Federal  Government  over  objects  of  ir.te.'ni 
improvement  in  three  modes: 

1st.  To  construct  works  of  internal  improvement  v;tb 
the  limits  of  the  States,  assuming  jurisdiction  over  the u: 
ritory  which  they  occupy,  with  a  power  to  preserrc  thts 
when  constructed,  and  to  punish  offences  committed  a 
them. 

2d.  *<  To  appropriate  money  from  the  national  Mttsif* 
in  aid  of  such  works  when  undertaken  by  State  autbortj. 
surrendering  the  claim  of  jurisdiction;*'  and, 

3d.  To  ud  in  the  construction  of  such  works  bv  *'xb- 
scribing  to  the  stock  of  private  associations"  or  incorp^ 
rated  companies. 

On  a  question  so  often  and  so  ably  discussed  as  tl»i^ 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  General  Goreminciita 
construct  or  ud  in  the  construction  of  works  of  intcrv 
improvement  within  tlie  limits  of  tlie  States,  in  any  of  ti* 
modes,  the  conynittee  do  not  propose  to  make  an  t\\a^ 
ed  argument^  but  simply  to  state  the  principles  and  totb 
rities  on  which  they  rest  their  opinion. 

In  Mr.  Madison's  celebrated  report  of  December,  I7^« 
(a  production  believed  to  contain  the  soundest  expositx^ 
of  Uie  true  principles  of  the  Federal  Government  estvit 
a  rule  is  laid  down,  which  the  committee  adopt  as  a  souk 
one,  by  which  to  determine  whether  a  given  power » 
granted  by  the  constitution  or  not.  That  rule  is  ^ 
••Whenever  a  question  arises  concerning thecoi»utBti» 
ality  of  a  particular  power,  the  first  question  is,  *'^®^ 
the  power  be  expressed  in  the  constitution.  If  it  be,  w 
question  is  decided.  If  it  be  not  expressed,  the  next  •- 
quiry  must  be,  whether  it  is  properly  an  incident  to  an  ex- 
pressed power,  and  necessary  to  its  execution.  If  it  ^ 
it  may  be  exercised  by  Congress.  If  it  be  not,  ^^^^ 
cannot  exercise  it."  Let,  then,  the  power  claimw^ 
tested  by  this  rule.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  power » 
make  roads  and  canals  is  to  be  •'  found  among  the  pow^ 
express^  vested  in  tlie  Congress."  If,  then,  it  is  Dotw* 
among  the  powers  expressed  in  the  constitution,  *'^*^ 
perly  an  incident  to  an  express  power,  and  ncce«*7 
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itB  execution.^'  Is  it  an  incidental  power,  without  tlie  aid 
of  vhich  any  of  the  express  powers  cannot  be  executed. 
Incidental  powers  are  confined  in  the  constitution  to  the 
authority  **to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution"  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers; but  under  this  power  it  cannot  be  claimed  to  do  any 
thin^  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  might  indirectly 
tend  or  remotely  Icaa  to  such  a  result.  A  power,  to  be 
incidental,  must  not  be  exercised  for  ends  which  make  it 
a  principal  or  substantive  power,  independent  of  the  prin- 
ci|>al  power  to  which  it  is  an  incident.  To  be  an  incident 
to  a  principal  expressed  power, «« necessary  and  proper'*  to 
the  execution  oi  that  principal  expressed  power,  it  must 
be  *<  aeeesaoriai  and  subordinate  to,**  and  «  obviously  fiom 
from"  tliat  expressed  power.  It  must  be  a  power  ♦*  ap- 
pertaining  to  or  foUounng  another,  as  more  worthy  ^vprin- 
dpal."  It  must  be  •*  derivative,  not  primary  and  inaepen- 
dent"  By  applying  these  niles  of  construction  to  the 
constitution,  the  committee  came  irresistibly  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  incidental  power  to  make  roads  and  ca- 
nals is  not  necessary  to  the  execution  of  any  of  the  eranted 
or  express  powers;  that  each  of  them  may  be  carried  into 
full  effect  without  the  aid  of  such  an  incident;  and  tliat, 
therefore,  if  assumed,  it  must  be  as  a  principal  or  substan- 
tire  and  distinct  power  of  itself,  no  where  to  be  found 
among  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  constitution;  and  that 
it  results,  therefore,  that  no  siicli  power  exists. 

As  the  Federal  Government  possesses  no  other  powers 
than  those  specifically  granted  to  it  by  the  constitution, 
and  as  by  the  tenth  amendment  of  the  constitution,  «*  the 
powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  consti- 
tution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people,"  those  who  af- 
firm the  existence  of  any  particular  power,  whether  ex- 
press or  implied,  must  produce  the  constitutional  autho- 
ritj  under  which  it  is  claimed,  and  that  authority  should 
be  $0  clear  as  to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  fact  of 
its  existence,  before  its  exercise  can  be  justified;  for  the 
committee  lay  it  down  as  a  sound  rule  of  legislative  action, 
that,  in  all  cases  of  well  founded  constitutional  doubt,  it 
is  safest  and  wisest  fof  all  the  functionaries  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  abstain  from  exercising  the  doubtfiil  power.  By 
acting^  affirmatively,  they  would  assume  the  exercise  of  a 
doubtful  power,  which  may  not  exist,  and  may  thereby 
exceed  their  authority,  and' produce  an  infraction  of  the 
constitution.  Have  the  advocates  of  the  particidar  power 
in  question  produced  the  clear  and  undoubted  const itu- 
tJonal  authority  under  which  it  is  claimed?  They  all  claim 
Jt  .is  an  incident  to  some  one  or  other  of  the  enumenited 
or  fi^ranted  powers,  but  have  not  been  able  to  apjec  among 
themselves  to  which  of  the  granted  powers  it  is  properly 
incidental.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  it  does  not  ne- 
cessarily  ''appertain  to" or  "obviously  flow  from"  either 
of  ihfm.  They  may  all  be  executed  and  carried  fullv 
«nlo  effect  without  its  aid.  That  clause  of  the  constitu- 
tion, in  regard  to  the  "general  welfare,"  has,  it  is  be- 
licvcd,  been  very  generally  abandoned,  even  by  the 
advocates  of  the  broiulest  construction  of  the  constitution, 
M  containing  no  enlargement  of  the  specific  granted 
powers.  Have  those,  it  is  repeatecf,  who  maintain  the  ex- 
istence of  this  power,  produced  the  clear  and  undoubted 
constitutional  authority  under  which  it  is  claimed }  or  have 
they  not  rather,  at  the  same  time  that  they  differ  in  opinion 
with  each  otlier  as  regards  the  sources  from  which  it  is  to 
be  derived,  by  implication  and  forced  construction,  as- 
sumed its  exercise  witl)outany  practicable  limitations,  and 
thus  made  it  a  principal  power,  no  where  to  be  found  in 
the  constitution? 

A  construction  of  the  constitution  so  broad  as  that  by 
whicU  the  power  in  question  is  defended,  tends  imper- 
ceptibly to  a  consolidation  of  all  power  in  a  Government 
intended  by  its  framers,  and  so  declared  by  the  parties  to 
it,  to  be  one  of  limited  and  specific  powers.     *«  To  conso- 


lidate the  States  into  one  sovereignty,"  says  Mr.  Madison, 
in  his  report  before  referred  to,  "  nothing  more  can  be 
wanted  than  to  supersede  their  respective  sovereignties 
in  the  cases  reserved  to  them,  by  extending  tlie  sove- 
reignty of  the  United  States  to''all  cases  of  tlie  'general 
welfare;'  that  is  to  say,  to  all  cases  whatever." 

<*  That  the  obvious  tendency  and  inevitable  result  of  a 
consolidation  of  the  States  into  one  sovereignty  would  be 
to  transform  Jhe  republican  system  of  the  United  States 
into  a  monarchy,  is  a  point  which  seems  to  have  been  suf- 
ficiently decided  by  the  general  sentiment  of  America. 
In  almost  every  instance  of  discussion  relating  to  the  con- 
solidation in  question,  its  certain  tendency  to  pave  the  way 
to  monarchy  seems  not  to  have  been  contested.  The 
prospect  of  such  a  consolidation  has  formed  the  only  topic 
of  controversy." 

To  guard,  therefore,  against  the  assumption  of  all 
powers  which  encroach  tipon  the  reserved  sovereignty  of 
the  States,  and,  consequently,  tend  to  consolidation,  is  the 
duty  of  all  the  true  friends  of  our  political  system.  The 
assumption  and  the  exercise,  by  the  Federal  Government, 
of  constructive  and  far-fetched  incidental  powers,  are  the 
passes  through  which,  if  ever,  our  liberties  may  be  in- 
vaded. In  a  Government  like  ours,  there  is  less  danger 
from  an  open  enemy  to  our  system,  who  unmasks  himself, 
and  boldly  avows  his  pui-pose,  than  from  the  gradual,  si- 
lent, and  almost  imperceptible  encroachments  by  the  Fe- 
deral Government.  Our  experience  has  shown,  it  is 
believed,  the  continually  manifested  propensity  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  General  Government  to  amplify  and 
strengthen  its  powers  at  the  expense  of  the  reserved  so- 
verelgnties  of  the  States.  And  who  can  doubt,  if  all  the 
incidentxd  and  constructive  powers  which  have  at  different 
times  been  claimed,  (each  resting  on  no  worse  fotmdation 
than  the  one  in  question, )  had  been  assumed  and  exercised, 
that  the  whole  character  of  our  Government  would  have 
been  nidically  changed?  And  yet  each,  when  considered 
separately  and  by  itself,  did  not  seem  hkcly  to  portend 
such  consequences.  The  committee  would  not,  if  they 
could,  excite  any  unjust  odium  against  the  opinions  (ho- 
nestly entertained,  they  have  no  doubt,)  of  those  who 
difter  with  tliem  in  regard  to  the  existence  and  tendency 
of  the  particular  power  in  question;  yet  they  must  say 
that  the  general  course  of  reasoning  by  which  the  power 
to  pass  the  "alien  law,"  and  also  the  "sedition  law,"  was 
defended,  is  substantially  of  the  same  character  as  that 
employed  to  sustain  the  power  in  question.  Let  this  be 
illustrated  according  to  the  rule  which  they  have  adopted 
as  a  sound  one.  There  is  no  express  power  granted  in 
the  constitution  authorizing  Conp-ess  to  pass  either  of 
those  obnoxious  laws.  It  was  claimed  by  its  advocates  as 
a  power  incidental  to  some  of  the  granted  or  express 
powers,  «« necessary  and  projjcr"  to  carry  such  express 
power  into  execution.  The  power  to  pa^s  the  "alien 
law"  was  claimed  as  an  incident,  by  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress, in  a  report  to  the  House  of  Represent.itives  of 
February  21,  1799,  in  the  following  terms:  "  The  right  of 
removing  aliens,  as  an  incident  to  the  power  of  war  and 
peace,  according  to  the  theory  of  the  constitution,  belongs 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stiites."  The  power  to 
pass  the  "sedition  law"  was  claimed  by  one  of  the  States 
[Massachusetts,]  in  her  response  to  the  Virginia  resolu- 
tions, in  the  following  terms:  "Whenever,  therefore,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  effect  any  of  the  objects  designated, 
it  is  perfectly  consonant  to  all  just  rules  of  construction 
to  infer  that  the  usual  means  and  powers,  necessarj'  to  tlie 
attainment  of  that  object,  are  also  granted."  Thus,  bjr 
construction,  the  constitutional  power  to  pass  the  "  sedi- 
tion law"  was  claimed,  as  the  particular  power  now  in 
question  is,  as  an  incidental  power,  or,  what  is  precisely 
the  same  thing,  as  the  "  usiwd  means  and  powers"  necessary 
to  the  execution  of  some  of  the  granted  powers.  It  is 
true  tiiat  the  "sedition  law"  was  a  palpable  violation  of 
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that  article  of  the  constitution  which  provides  that  "Con- 
gress shall  make  no  law  abridging*  the  freedom  of  speech 
or  of  the  press;"  but  that  does  not  change  the  nature  of 
the  argument  by  which  these  constructive  and  incidental 
powers  are  claimed;  for  it  was  gravely  maintained  that  the 
"sedition  law"  was  no  "abridgment  of  the  freedom  of 
speech  or  of  the  press,"  but  was  a  punishment  inflicted 
for  the  abuse  of  this  license. 

It  is  no  part  of  the  purpose  or  of  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  this  place,  to  discuss  the  constitutionality  of  the 
"  alien  and  sedition  laws."  Their  object  was  simply  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  tl)e  general  reasoning  by 
which  the  power  to  pass  them  was  gravely  claimed  by 
their  advocates,  as  illustrative  of  the  danger  of  departing 
from  the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  constitution,  and 
resorting  to  vague  constructions  and  inferences,  on  whicli 
to  exercise  power.  The  moment  we  resort  to  these  loose 
generalities  on  which  to  found  powers,  thcv  become  the 
chief  or  principal  powers,  restrained  only  by  the  discre- 
tion or  accidental  will  of  Congi'ess;  render  nugatory  all 
the  limitations  of  power  in  the  constitution;  and  make  the 
Government,  in  fact,  one  of  unlimited  powers. 

There  is  no  want  of  patriotism  or  attachment  to  our  free 
institutions  among  our  citizens;  but  the  great  misfortune 
under  which  the  country  labors  on  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement  is,  the  difficulty  of  rousing  the  attention  of 
our  people  to  tlie  great  importance  of  adliering  to  the 
written  constitution.  The  usurpation  of  the  power  to 
pass  the  "alien  and  sedition  laws"  shocked  the  public  on 
points  on  which  they  were  sensitive — the  "liberty  of  the 
person,"  and  the  "freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press;" 
and  by  one  general  sentiment  it  was  arrested,  and  its  ad- 
vocates hurled  from  power.  The  cause  of  the  different 
effects  upon  public  sentiment,  produced  by  the  exercise 
of  the  power  thus  usurped  and  promptly  arrested,  and  the 
power  now  claimed  to  carry  on  a  system  of  improvement, 
by  means  of  roadii  and  canals,  constructed  by  the  General 
Government,  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
States,  is  not  that  they  are  powers  of  a  different  genus,  for 
both  are  <lerived  as  incidents,  and  sugtained  by  the  same 
latitudinous  mode  cf  construction;  but  the  difference  is, 
that,  in  the  latter  case,  the  usurpation  is  sweetened  and 
rendered  palatable  by  addressing  itself  to  tlje  selfish  in- 
terests of  sections;  the  promises  it  liolds  out  of  individual 
benefit  and  national  prosperity  are  so  seductive  as  to 
blind  us  to  the  fatal  tendency  of  the  principles  by  which  it  is 
sustained.  Large  amounts  of  the  people's  money  are  pro- 
mised to  be  expended  in  unequal  proportions,  in  particular 
sections  of  country,  and  its  recipients  are  very  naturally 
reluctant  to  turn  from  their  real  or  supposed  immediate 
interests,  and  to  examine  the  dry  and  abstr.ict,  but  at  the 
same  time  vital,  question — does  the  constitution  confer  up- 
on the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  power  to  tax 
the  whole  people  of  the  Union  for  our  local  and  sectional 
advantage?  Thus,  very  many  honestly  acquiesce  in  the 
usurpation  of  tlie  power,  who,  if  they  could  examine  it 
apart  from  the  influence  of  its  connexion  with  their  im- 
mediate interests,  would  not  only  admit  the  alarming  ten- 
dency of  the  principles  on  which  alone  it  can  rest,  but 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  constitutional 
warrant  for  its  exercise,  and  that  it  was  important  to  the 
success  of  the  great  experiment  which  we  are  making  for 
the  world,  as  to  the  capacity  of  man  for  self-government^ 
and  the  value  of  written  constitutions,  tliat  it  should  not 
be  usurped. 

The  committee  tliink  that  such  an  examination,  if  the 
public  mind  could  be  roused  from  the  apparent  lethargy 
and  false  security  in  which  it  reposes,  and  induced  to  make 
it,  would  result  in  satisfying  all  disinterested  men  of  all 
parties,  in  tlie  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  the  last  com- 
munication which  he  ever  made  on  the  subject,  (that  to 
Mr.  Madison,  of  December  24th,  1825,)  that  the  "  right  to 
construct  roads,  open  canals,  and  effect  otlier  internal  im- 


provements within  the  territory  and  joriadictions  exck< 
sively  belonging  to  the  several  States,'*  "  has  not  been 
given  to  that  branch  [the  General  Government]  bj  the 
constitutional  compact,  but  remains  to  each  State  amoflg 
its  domestic  and  unalienated  powers,  exercisable  m-itliia 
itself  and  by  its  domestic  authorities  alone;'*  and  also  vitli 
him  to  "  declare  to  be  most  false  and  unfounded  the  doc- 
trine, that  the  compact,  in  authorizing  its  federal  bracdi 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to 
pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  aed 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  has  given  then 
thereby  a  power  to  do  whatever  thej  may  tmnk  or  pT«- 
tend  would  promote  the  general  wel&re,  which  cnn&trDC* 
tion  would  make  that  of  itself  a  complete  govemmert 
vrithout  limitation  of  powers;  but  that  the  plain  sense  and 
obvious  meaning  were,  that  they  might  levy  the  taxes  n^ 
eessary  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare,  by  the  variots 
acts  of  power  therein  specified  and  delegated  to  them, 
and  by  no  others." 

It  has  been  urred  that  tliis  power  must  exist,  andii&-> 
ly  to  be  inferred,  because  oi^  the  necessity  which  existed 
for  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  at  the  time  of  the  Kkf* 
tion  of  the  constitution,  and  from  the  supposed  fsct  tkt 
these  avenues  and  highways  are  indispensable  to  concKi 
together  distant  parts,  and  bind  in  indissoluble  chains  !b 
union  of  the  States.  If  such  artificial  ligaments  were  ir- 
dispensably  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the  cottntryar 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  it  is  but  reaisonable  to  sjp- 
pose  that  the  constitution  would  have  contained  an  exores 
grant  of  a  power  conceived  to  be  so  important.  None  soc* 
was  granted;  but,  on  the  contrary,  propositions  to  amia 
it  were  more  than  once  expressly  refused  by  the  f«:<k:i! 
convention  which  framed  the  constitution.  One  of  that 
propositions,  made  in  the  convention,  and  which  they  rt- 
fused  to  adopt  as  a  part  of  the  constitution,  was,  to  esia* 
blish  the  ofHce  of*  "Secretary  of  Domestic  Affairs,"3»: 
to  make  it  his  duty  to  "  attend  to  matters  of  g^neni  po- 
lice, the  state  of  agriculture  and  manufiictures,  the  g^> 
ing  of  roads  and  navigations,  and  the  facilitating  cooiiih.- 
nications  through  the  United  States."  The  federal  ct^ 
vention,  then,  having  the  subject  expressly  before  tliea, 
failed  to  insert  in  the  constitution  a  grant  of  a  power  dcv 
claimed  to  be  so  indispensable;  and  the  infisrence,  ther^ 
fore,  is  conclusive,  that  they  intended  to  confer  no  »C 
power. 

The  committee,  without  attempting  to  adduce  all  tfe« 
arguments  or  authorities  upon  the  question,  come  to  *M 
conclusion  with  the  President,  that  the  power  to  coostmct 
roads  and  canals  within  the  States  has  not  been  conferrei: 
by  the  constitution;  and  they  are  also  of  opinion,  tbsttb£ 
power  to  appropriate  money  to  aid  in  their  constnictiau 
although  sanctioned  to  some  extent  by  usage,  is  of  tw 
doubtful  a  character  to  justify  its  exercise  without  a  pr^ 
vious  amendment  of  the  constitution.  They  agree  viS 
him,  that  "  the  successful  operation  of  the  federal  s^fttm 
can  only  be  preserved  by  confining  it  to  the  few  vd 
simple,  but  important,  objects  for  which  it  was  dc5^ 
ed."  They  agree  with  him,  too,  in  the  conviction  ** of 
the  importance  of  sustaining  the  State  sovereignties,  i« 
far  as  is  consistent  with  the  rightful  action  of  the  FedenI 
Government,  and  of  preserving  the  greatest  attainable 
harmony  between  them;"  and  "that  the  political  crtd 
which  inculcates  the  pursuit  of  these  great  objects  u* 
paramount  duty,  is  the  true  faith,  and  one  to  which  we  are 
mainly  indebted  for  the  present  success  of  the  entire  sw- 
teni,  and  to  which  we  must  alone  look  for  its  future  tfa- 
bility." 

The  committee  having  thus  arrived  at  the  conckiaca 
that  the  power  to  prosecute  works  of  internal  iroppe^- 
ment,  in  either  of  the  three  modes  stated,  has  not  b«a 
conferred  by  the  constitution  on  the  Federal  Govcnuneot, 
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or,  if  conferred,  ia  at  least  of  too  doubtfVil  character  to 
justify  its  exercise,  the  inquiry  next  occurs,  whether  the 
power  to  make  the  proposed  distribution  of  the  surplus 
funds  among  the  States,  for  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, has  been  conferred  by  the  constitution. 

On  this  point  the  committee  would  remark,  that  the  ob- 
jections stated  to  the  former  seem  to  apply  with  all  their 
force  to  the  latter.  It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  tiiat 
what  the  Federal  Government  does  not  possess  the  power 
to  do  directly,  it  cannot  do  indirectly.  The  committee  do 
not  under^Und  the  President,  in  his  several  messages,  as 
affirming  the  existence  of  the  power;  but,  after  statmgthe 
insuperable  objections  to  the  present  plan,  he  says,  ''To 
ivoid  these  evils,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  most  safe,  just, 
ind  federal  disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  would  be  its  apportionment  among  the  several 
3totes,  according  to  their  ratio  of  representation?  and, 
should  this  measure  not  be  found  warranted  by  the  consti- 
tution,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  propose  to  the  Stales 
in  amendment  authprixmg  it.  I  regard  an  appeal  to  the 
wurce  of  power,  in  cases  of  real  doubt,  and  when  its  exer- 
sise  ts  deemed  indispensable  to  the  general  welfere,  as 
*mong  the  most  sacred  of  all  our  obligations.  Upon  this 
country,  more  than  any  other,  has,  in  the  providence  of 
[.(Kl,  been  cast  the  special  gnardianship  of  the  great  prin- 
cjple  of  adherence  to  written  constitutions.  If  it  fail  here, 
111  hope  m  regard  to  it  will  be  extinguished.  That  this 
»as  mtended  to  be  a  government  of  limited  and  specific, 
wd  not  general  powers,  must  be  admitted  by  all;  and  it  is 
»mr  duty  to  preserve  for  it  the  character  intended  by  its 
Earners.  If  experience  points  out  the  necessity  of  an  en- 
largement of  these  powers,  let  us  apply  for  it  to  those  for 
whose  benefit  it  is  to  be  exerdsed,  and  not  undermine  the 
whole  system  by  a  resort  to  overstrained  constructions." 
If,  then.  It  were  even  matter  of  doubt,  we  should  rather 
»eek  an  enlargement  of  the  power  in  the  constitutional 
mode  than  assume  its  exercise  without  it.  The  committee 
ire,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed  distribution  of 
the  surplus,  should  it  hereafter  be  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
fernment  to  adopt  tliat  plan,  must  be  authorized  bv  an 
imendment  of  the  constitution.  On' this  point,  too,' the 
committee  are  not  without  authority.  The  Bonus  Bill, 
rejected  by  Mr.  Madison  as  unconstitutional,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1817,  was,  in  many  respects,  analogous  in  its  pro- 
J^isjons  to  the  proposition  now  under  consideration.  That 
bill  appropriated,  set  apart,  and  pledged  a  fixed  sum  an- 
ii«i.'illy,  being  the  Government  bank  bonus,  and  the  divi- 
iendson  the  Government  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement.  By  the 
provisions  of  that  bill,  this  annual  sum,  thus  appropriated 
ind  set  apart,  was  to  be  apportioned  and  divided,  as  it 
wnually  accrued,  among  the  several  States,  in  the  ratio 
JT  Uieir  representation  in  Congress,  to  be  applied,  with 
t!ie  assent  of  each  State,  by  the  Federal  Government,  to 
Objects  of  improvement  within  each  State.  The  proposed 
plan  is  to  distribute  the  annual  sxirplus  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, and  in  the  same  ratio,  but  to  be  applied  by  the 
states.  The  diflTerence  between  the  two  plans  consists 
'imply  in  the  agent  to  be  employed  in  the  application  of 
lie  money.  The  former  required  the  permission  of  the 
iState  within  whose  limits  the  improvement  was  to  be  made, 
lo  authorize  the  United  States  to  apply  it;  the  latter  pro- 
lines to  give  the  money  to  the  States,  to  be  applied  by 
:hem,  each  witliin  its  own  limits.  So  far  as  the  constitii- 
iton  is  supposed  to  confer  the  power  to  do  either  the  one 
)r  the  other,  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  the  difference,  and 
lone,  in  fact,  is  believed  to  exist.  Assuming  that  Mr. 
Vladison  was  right  in  putting  his  veto  on  the  Bonus  Bill, 
he  committee  conceive  that  they  are  sustained  by  the 
vciglit  of  his  higli  authority  in  denying  to  the  Federal  Go- 
■ernment  the  power  in  question,  and  that  it  cannot  be 
afely  exercised  witiiouta  previous  amendment  of  thecon- 
ititution. 
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^  The  attention  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  too,  was  at  an  early  pe- 
riod called  to  the  subject,  in  anticipation  of  an  expected 
surplus  in  the  Treasury,  '*  not  wanted  for  any  existing 
purpose;"  and,  in  his  annual  messa^  of  December,  1806^ 
he  submits  to  Congress  what  disposition  it  might  be  proper 
to  make  of  it;  and,  after  supigesting  as  objects  to  whicn  it 
might  be  beneficially  applied,  ^  public  education,  roads, 
rivers,  canals,  and  such  other  objects  of  pubfic  improve- 
ment as  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  add  to  the  constitu- 
tional enumeration  of  lederal  powers,'*  he  adds,  **  I  sup- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  by  consent  of  the 
States,  necessary,  because  the  objects  now  recommended 
are  not  among  those  enumerated  in  the  constitution,  and 
to  which  it  permits  the  public  moneys  to  be  applied."  To 
dispose  of  the  surplus,  therefore,  in  any  mode,  for  those 
objects,  he  supposed  an  amendment  or  the  constitution 
necessary. 

If  the  power  to  make  the  proposed  distribution  be  now 
vested  in  Congress  by  the  constitution,  the  inquiry  may 
well  be  made,  how  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  to  enforce  the  ^ithftil  application  of  the  funds  when  dis- 
tributed to  the  States.  A  State,  for  instance,  receives  her 
quota  in  the  general  dividend,  and  chooses  to  put  it  into 
her  State  treasury,  and  to  apply  it,  not  to  objects  of  im- 
provement within  her  limits,  as  intended  by  Congress,  but 
to  the  support  of  her  own  Government.  How  is  she  to  be 
forced  to  do  so  ^  She  cannot  be  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  tried  and  punished  for  her 
default.  Is  her  quota  for  the  future  to  be  withheld  from 
her,  and  given  to  others>  That  irould  be  uniust;  for  a 
proportion  of  the  federal  taxes,  from  which  the  surplus 
has  been  derived,  has  been  paid  by  her  citizens.  How, 
then,  is  she  to  be  coerced  to  apply  the  money  as  directed 
by  Congress?  A  law  without  a  sanction  is  a  dead  letter, 
unless  the  party  upon  whom  the  obligation  is  imposed  shall 
voluntarily  perform  it  Without  such  sanction,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  object  of  the  Government  of  the  United  SUtes 
in  making  the  distribution  would  be  dependent  on  the 
separate  will  of  each  State;  and,  on  the  other,  it  would 
behove  the  States  to  consider  how  far  such  sanction,  if  as- 
sumed without  a  previous  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
with  proper  limitations  and  guards,  might  destroy  or 
weaken  the  separate  and  independent  sovereignties  of  the 
States.  These,  among  other  difficulties  inseparably  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  are  merely  stated  by  the  commit- 
tee for  consideration  and  reflection,  should  Congress  un- 
dertake, without  a  previous  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
to  adjust  this  most  difficult  and  vexatious  question. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  possess  the  pow- 
er, under  the  constitution,  to  distribute  the  common  funds 
of  the  Union  in  the  manner  proposed  at  all,  it  must  possess 
it  to  the  most  unlimite<l  extent,  if  Congress  may,  by 
means  of  impost  duties  and  excises,  first  collect  from  thie 
people  an  amount  limited  only  by  their  discretion,  and  next 
divide  it  out  again  among  the  SUtes,  without  any  power  or 
control  over  the  States  in  its  expenditure,  each  State  may, 
if  it  chooses,  repeal  its  internal  taxes,  and  apply  its  divi- 
dend to  the  support  of  its  own  State  Government.  The 
General  Government  would  thus  become  the  mere  agent 
or  tax-gatherer  of  tlie  States,  to  collect  tiie  State  revenue, 
and,  as  must  happen,  in  unequal  proportions,  from  the 
whole  people  in  the  Union,  to  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  the  State  Governments.  At  the  formation  of  the  con- 
stitution, was  any  such  agency  necessary,  or  was  any  such 
intended  to  be  conferred?  In  looking  to  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  it  was  never 
heard  of  as  one,  that  the  States  had  zx\y  difficulty,  under 
the  articles  of  confederation,  in  collecting  the  necessary 
revenue  for  the  suppoK  of  their  respective  State  Govern- 
ments. That  constituted  no  part  of  the  evil  or  inconve- 
nience complained  of^  and  intended  to  be  remedied  or  pro- 
vided for  by  the  new  constitution.  Nor  did  the  States 
intend  to  confer  upon  the  new  Government  which  they 
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were  about  to  create  a  power  to  collect  revenue  for  any 
micb  purpose.  That  was  a  part  of  their  inherent  sove- 
reigfnty,  which  they  chose  to  retain;  and,  had  they  parted 
with  it,  they  would  have  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  depend- 
ence on  the  new  Government,  wholly  subordinate  to  it, 
and  utterly  incompatible  with  tlie  idea  of  their  reserved 
sovereignty,  which  it  cannot  be  seriously  urged  by  any  was 
intended.  Yet,  give  to  the  Federal  Government  an  unli- 
mited power  to  collect  money  by  taxes  on  the  people,  and 
an  unlimited  power  to  disburse  it  by  distribution  among 
the  Sutes,  without  any  power  over  its  application  when 
disbursed,  and  this  will  be  the  practical  operation.  And 
if  this  be  the  practical  operation,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
what  more  is  wanted  to  make  the  Government  of  the 
Union  one  of  consolidated  power.  The  power  **  to  la}' 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts^  and  excisjes,"  was  con- 
ferred, not  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money,  that  it  might 
be  given  back  again  to  the  States,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  supporting  the  State  Governments,  or  for  any  other 
purpose,  but  for  great  national  and  general  purposes,  enu- 
merated and  limited  by  the  constitution  itself.  It  was 
granted  to  the  Federal  Government,  because  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  continued  existence  and  successful 
operation  of  the  new  Government  itself.  It  was  granted, 
first,  to  render  tlie  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises, 
wTitch  miglit  be  imposed,  and  their  collection,  uniform  in 
all  the  States,  and  thereby  to  remedy  the  evil  and  incon- 
venience, not  to  say  injustice,  of  the  countervailing  regu- 
lations, which,  before  that  time,  were  frequently  resorted 
to  by  the  States,  as  against  foreign  nations,  and  against 
each  other;  and,  secondly,  to  enable  the  new  Government 
to  provide  for  its  own  necessary  support,  and  to  pay  the 
debts,  without  being  dependent  on  tlie  tardy  and  uncertain 
contribution  of  the  quotas  before  tliat  time  required  to  be 
furnished  by  the  States. 

The  committee  have  now  presented  to  the  House  the 
opinions  which  they  entertain,  as  well  as  the  reasons  and 
authorities  on  which  those  opinions  rest,  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  constitutional  power,  which  they  have  regard- 
ed as  the  paramount  question  involved  in  the  examination 
of  the  subject  referred  to  them.  If  the  House  shall  not 
concur  with  them  in  opinion,  but  shall  believe  that  the 
power  has  been  conferred  upon  the  Federal  Government 
to  engage  in  a  system  of  internal  improvement  in  either 
of  the  three  modes  first  above  specified,  constituting  the 
present  plan,  then  the  following  may  be  stated  as  some  of 
the  objections  to  the  expediency  of  prosecuting  such  a 
system  in  either  of  those  modes,  which,  it  is  believed, 
would  not  apply  to  the  plan  of  distribution  of  the  surplus 
funds  among  the  States,  should  the  House  be  of  opinion, 
also,  that  the  power  has  been  conferred,  or  that  it  would 
be  expedient  bereafter,  by  a  suitable  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  with  proper  limitations  and  guards,  to  con- 
fer it. 

Ist.  Owing  to  an  unavoidable  diflTerence  of  opinion,  ex- 
tensively prevailing  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,  in  regard 
to  the  present  plan,  our  past  experience  has  shown  Liiat 
one  section  of  the  Union  nas  been  found  arrayed  against 
another:  State  has  been  opposed  to  State;  and,  by  look- 
ing to  the  votes  in  Congress  upon  all  appropriations  for 
improvement,  in  whatever  shape  proposed,  they  will  be 
ibund  to  be  stron^y  marked  by  geographical  boundaries. 
The  people  of  different  sections  of  the  Union  arc  thus 
made  to  regard  each  other  rather  as  domestic  enemies 
and  rivals  in  interest,  than  as  members  of  the  same  com- 
mon Government,  possessing  a  common  interest.  Preju- 
dices are  engendered,  and  sectional  feelings  excited,  cal- 
culated to  produce  tlie  most  deleterious  and  fatal  effects 
upon  the  harmony  of  our  Union,  and  agpinst -which  our 
first  venerated  Chief  Magistrate,  drawing  upon  the  fund 
of  his  ample  experience,  and  speaking  from  his  extensive 
observation  ana  intimate  practical  knowledge  of  our  po- 
BtScal  condition,  warned  us. 


2d.  It  tends  inevitably  to  corruption— to  what,  in  ccir.- 
mon  parlance,  is  understood  by  political  "  lo|^*ro1}.nf^," 
and  to  a  wasteful  and  improvident  expenditure  of  tie 
public  money.  Combinations  of  sectional  and  loa)  inter- 
ests will  be  formed,  strong  enough  to  cany  tbragii 
Congress  every  propontion  for  improvemeiit,  whcthir 
useful  or  not,  whetliev  local  or  national  in  its  chancier, 
and  without  regard  to  the  general  interests  of  the  vboic. 

3d.  If  it  be  attempted  to  confine  the  action  of  thf  (io- 
vernment  to  works  of  a  national  and  not  local  cbsncter- 
a  distinction,  the  disregard  of  which  '*  would  of  neccstr 
lead  to  tlie  subversion  of  the  ftsderal  systems—yet,  in  the 
language  of  the  President,  by  whom  this  distinction  t$ 
referred  to,  *<  tliat  even  this  is  an  unsafe  one,  arbitnrr  is 
its  nature,  and  liable,  consequently,  to  great  abuses,  is  too 
obvious  to  require  the  confirmation  of  experience."  To 
this  it  may  be  added,  tl)at  endless  and  vexatious dispuci 
would  arise  in  Congress,  and  between  Congress  sml  i> 
Executive,  in  determining  wliat  is  national  andvhMrs 
local.  Each  branch  must,  of  consequence,  act  upon  it< 
own  arbitrary  opinion.  One  Congress  may  commcncti 
work  as  national,  and  a  succeedine  Congress  may  thirk  !t 
local,  and  withhold  the  appropriation  to  complete  it.  Sc, 
one  President  may  give  his  sanction  to  a  particuUr  ttci- 
sure  as  national,  and  bis  successor,  considering  it  as  local 
may  withhold  his  approval.  There  is  no  criterion  t 
fixed  rule  by  which  the  question  can  be  settled  or^nt.^ 
factorily  determined. 

4th.  It  disturbs  and  destroys  that  harmony  which  ihocVi 
ever  prevail  in  our  legislative  councils. 

5th.  if  the  system  continues  on  the  present  plan,  tli: 
representatives  of  the  people,  instead  of  acting  for  "^ 
general  interests  of  the  whole,  are  to  be  engaged  in  a  djs- 
reputable  scramble  for  Uie  public  money,  each  ^% 
with  a  view  solely  to  the  sectional  and  local  iotero(><'' 
his  immediate  constituents. 

6th.  A  necessary  consequence  of  tlie  objcctionistitw 
will  be  unequal  and  unjust  appropriations  of  the  pu!>iic 
money,  even  in  those  sections  of  the  Union  whose  repK- 
sentatives  may  advocate  the  policy.  Is  it  just,  for  in- 
stance, that  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  other  Sta'es» 
who  have  already  taxed  Uieir  own  citixens  to  make  ib^' 
own  internal  improvements,  should  now  be  required  i- 
submit  to  the  collection  of  additional  taxes,  levied  on  tixr 
citizens  by  the  Federal  Government,  to  make  iir-prtu- 
ments  in  other  States?  The  inequality,  is,  however,  irw 
strikingly  illustrated,  when  we  look  to  those  sect'orjcl 
the  Union  whose  representatives  either  doubt  the  ex^' 
ence  of  the  power,  or  think  it  inexpedient  to  exercise  h 
who  cannot,  consistently  with  their  opinions,  engage » 
the  general  scramble  for  their  share,  and  whose  constii*- 
ents,  therefore,  who  equally  contribute  to  supply  the  tjtt- 
sury  with  money,  do  not  participate  in  the  approprAtc-^ 
for  these  objects.  Thus,  a  very  Large  portion  of  'f^ 
Union,  in  numbers  and  in  geographical  extent,  wijj^ 
contributes  at  least  its  equal  proportion  of  the  taxes  U< 
the  support  of  Government  and  the  payment  of  the  dtA 
are  compelled  to  see  the  national  treasure,  instead  Uw- 
ing  applied  to  the  legitimate  objects  for  which  Ci  *!> 
raised,  unequally  disbursed,  and  often  iroprovid<r"j) 
squandei'ed  on  objects  of  mere  local  iniproTcroeitU  p» 
portion  of  which  ever  returns  to  Urge  sections  of  couii<f}« 
whose  inhabitants  have  been  taxed  to  pay  It. 

The  distribution  of  the  surplus  which  may  at  an\  i*"  • 
remain  in  the  treasury,  among  the  States,  in  some  fis«.  - 
rateable,  and  equitable  proportion,  it  is  bclcveU,  «o«.- 
be  exempt  from  Uiese  objections;  and  to  this  extent,  ii '' 
be  the  future  policy  of  the  Government  to  proicc'-*'^ 
works  of  this  kind,  it  would  be  the  preferable  mode. 

The  objections  which  have  been  made  to  die  pW|  ^ 
distribution,  and  the  answers  to  them,  as^  stated  b\-^~ 
President,  have  received  the  attentive  consideration  it 'J « 
committee,  and  they  come  to  the  conclusion  thii"^'^ 
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nature  of  the  subject  does  not  admit  of  a  plan  wholly  free 
from  objection."  .  • 

The  committee  do  not  understand  the  President  as  re- 
commending' the  creation  of  a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of 
distributing^  it  out  a^in  among*  the  people  or  the  States; 
but  they  understand  the  recommendation  to  proceed  upon 
tlio  idea  that  it  may  not  be  possible,  in  reference  to  other 
great  interests  in  the  country,  so  to  adjust  our  system  of 
revenue,  until  a  remote  period,  as  not  to  leave  a  surplus  in 
the  Treasury  over  the  current  demand;  and,  in  that  event, 
the  proposition  to  provide  in  time  for  its  distribution,  by 
constitutional  amendment,  (if  amendment  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary,) although  admitted  to  be  attended  with  many  dif- 
ficulties, is  submitted  by  him  for  the  <*  discussion  and  dis- 
passionate consideration"  of  Congfress,  as  a  plan  preferable 
to  any  of  those  heretofore  attempted  to  be  practised  on. 

The  committee  can  readily  perceive  the  difficulty,  and 
indeed  impossibility,  of  devising  any  system  of  revenue, 
whether  levied  in  the  shape  of  direct  or  indirect  taxes  on 
the  people,  that  shall  make  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury, 
for  any  gfiven  period  of  time,  precisely  equal  to  the  ex- 
penditures. Our  revenue  is  at  present  collected  in  the 
sliape  of  indirect  taxea  on  the  people,  by  duties  on  im- 
ports, and  by  the  sales  of  the  public  lands — ^tbe  amount  of 
ther  of  which  for  a  given  ^period  cannot  be  foreseen  or 
known.  The  safety  of  the  Government,  and  the  public 
credit,  may  at  all  times  require  a  smallannual  excess  of  re- 
ceipts over  the  current  expenditures,  to  meet  exigencies, 
public  defalcations,  and  unforeseen  contingencies.  But 
thou^  this  must  be  the  case,  it  is  believed  that  there  is 
nothing  to  justify  the  imposition  of  an  additional,  and  per- 
haps onerous,  tax  on  the  people,  not  wanted  for  the  ordi- 
nary and  useful  or  necessary  purposes  of  the  Government 
in  its  ordinary  functions,  but  for  the  purpose  .avowed  at 
the  tinne  of  levying  the  tax,  of  creating  a  surplus  fund  to 
be  divided  out  again  among*  the  people  or  the  States. 
Nor  do  tlie  committee  so  understand  the  Executive  recom- 
mendation. That  no  such  surplus  fund  should  be  collect- 
ed from  the  people,  to  be  divided  out  again  among  the 
people,  b  evident  from  the  consideration  alone,  that  the 
expenses  of  collection  and  disbursement  must  be  psud;  and 
to  that  extent  the  substance  of  the  people  is  drawn  from 
them,  and,  in  the  end,  they  receive,  in  the  distribution,  after 
having*  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  it  for  a  time,  nothing 
more  than  their  own  money,  diminished  in  amount.  This 
would  be  the  case  upon  the  supposition  that  the  taxes 
were  contributed  equally  by  the  people  of  each  State,  as- 
certained on  the  basis  of  representation,  which,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  cannot  possibly  happen  in  a  Government 
like  ours,  embracing  within  its  limits  such  a  variety  of 
climate,  population,  and  productions,  and  giving  rise  to 
such*  a  variety  of  pursuits  in  its  different  parts.  But  whe- 
Uier  the  taxes  be  levied  equally  or  unequally  on  the  peo- 
ple, th«  comroit^e  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  their 
opinion,  tiiat,  after  the  public  debt  shall  have  been  paid  off, 
no  more  money  should  be  drawn  into  the  lYeasury  from 
the  people  than  shall  be  necc88iu*y  for  the  proper  and  le- 
gitimate administration  of  the  Government.  They  fully 
accord  with  the  President  in  the  sentiment  expressed  in 
his  message  of  the  27th  of  May  last,  returning,  with  his 
reasons  for  its  rejection,  the  Maysville  road  bill,  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that,  however  important  im- 
provements are  admitted  to  be,  they  are  not  the  only  ob- 
jects **  which  demand  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government. 
The  preservation  and  success  of  the  republican  principle 
rest  with  us.  To  elevate  its  cliaracter,  and  extend  its  in- 
fluence, rank  among  our  roost  important  duties;  and  the 
best  means  to  accomplish  tliese  desirable  objects  are 
those  which  will  rivet  the  attachment  of  our  citizens 
to  the  Government  of  their  choice,  by  the  comparative 
ligrlitncss  of  their  public  burthens,  and  by  the  attraction 
which  the  superior  success  of  its  operations  will  present 
to  the  admiration  and  respect  of  the  world. '^    They  are 


of  opinion,  further,  "that  the  resources  of  the  nation,  be- 
yond those  required  for  the  immediate  and  necessary  pur- 
poses of  the  Government,  can  no  where  be  so  well  de- 
posited as  in  the  pockets  of  the  people."  Ours  was  intended 
to  be  a  plain  and  a  cheap  Government,  not  a  splendid  or 
expensive  one;  not  one  imposing  unnecessary  burthens  on 
its  citizens. 

But  it  is  only  in  the  event  that,  afler  the  payment  of  the 
debt,  there  shall  be  found  in  the  Treasury  an  accumulat- 
ing annual  surplus  over  and  above  the  current  expenses, 
which  the  Government  know  not  how  otherwise  to  dispose 
of,  that  the  question  arises,  what  is  to  be  done  with  it? 
The  complaint  in  most  Governments  is,  that  the  rulers  can- 
not wring  from  their  subjects  money  enough,  and  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  loans.  In  this,  we  s1>aU  have  paid  off 
the  debt,  and,  in  the  case  supposed,  will  have  drawn  from 
the  people  more  money  than  we  have  any  use  for,  for  con- 
stitutional purposes^  and  the  question  of^^difBculty  with  us 
will  be,  in  what  manner  we  shall  dispose  of  it.  The  ob- 
vious answer,  it  seems  to  the  committee,  is,  to  reduce  the 
taxes  to  the  standard  o£  the  demands  of  the  Government 
for  all  its  constitutional  pui'poses,  and  leave  what  would 
otherwise  be  surplus  in  the  pockets  of  the  people.  That 
this  may  be  'Safely  done,  without  prejudice  to  any  other 
great  interest  of  such  paramount  importance  as  to  require 
that  the  whole  people  of  the  Union  should  be  taxed  be- 
yond the  amount  required  for  the  support  of  Government, 
they  do  not  hesitate  to  believe. 

.  After  the  debt  shall  have  been  paid,  that  a  reduction  of 
the  taxes  should  be  made,  and,  the  committee  believe, 
may  be  safely  made,  to  the  amount  of  the  sinkinr  fund  at 
present  applicable  to  th^  payment  of  the  debt;  and)  in  that 
event,  there  being  no  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  the  neces- 
sity may  not  occur  for  devising  a  plan  for  its  disbursement 
and  distribution.  That  such  a  reduction  of  the  taxes  as 
shall  be  equivalent  to  the  amount  now  annually  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt  may  be  made,  without  injuriously 
affecting  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country  now  pro- 
tected, and  to  the  great  relief  of  all  those  who  nave  here- 
tofore borne  the  chief  burthens  of  the  debt,  is  not  doubted. 
The  annual  sinking  fhnd  now  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt,  is  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  such  fur- 
ther sum  as  may  at  any  time  remain  unappropriated  in  the 
Treasury.  This  large  amount,  beyond  the  sum  required 
to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government,  has 
been  heretofore  cheerfully  paid  by  the  people,  because  it 
was  "thought  to  be  necessary  to  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  payment  of  the  debts  unavoidably  incur- 
red in  the  acquisition  and  maintenance  of  our  national 
rights  and  liberties."  But  when  the  debts  are  paid,  and 
the  necessity  for  the  continuance  of  the  taxes  to  this 
amount  will  no  longer  exist,  will  not  the  people  demand, 
and  will  they  not  have  a  rieht  to  demand,  at  the  hands  of 
their  representatives,  a  reduction  of  their  taxes  to  that 
amount?  The  character  of  the  American  people  is  great- 
ly mistaken,  or  they  will  make  that  demand.  Not  to  do 
it,  would  be  to  consent  to  be  unnecessarily  taxed,  for  the 
collection  of  money  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  scrambled  for 
by  their  representatives,  or  to  be  a  "bone  of  contention," 
distracting  our  deliberations,  and  marring  the  harmony  of 
the  Union.  That  this  reduction  may  be  made  without  in- 
juriously affecting  any  of  the  great  iivterests  of  the  coun- 
try now  protected,  the  committee  believe  may  be  satisfac- 
torily demonstrated.  It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  at  the  comrtiencement  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  that  the  amount  of  duties  paid  in- 
to the  Treasury  for  the  preceding  year,  (1828,)  on  articles 
not  produced,  or  but  partially  produced,  in  the  United 
States,  was  ^,550,842  13.  A  toUl  repeal  of  these, 
should  this  be  deemed  advisable,  would  certsdnly  operate 
to  the  advantage  of  all  interests,  agricultural,  commercial, 
and  manufacturing.  If  this  be  done,  and  a  reduction  be 
made  of  the  taxes  which  have  heretofore  ^*  borne  icrerely 
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upon  the  laboring  and  less  prosperous  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, bemg  imposed  on  the  necessaries  of  life,"  the 
amount  of  Deduction  would  be  equal  to  the  sinking  fund, 
and,  as  the*coromittce  conceive,  could  operate  no  injury  to 
any  interest,  but,  on  the  contrary,  be  decidedlyfadvantage- 
ous  to  all. 

If,  in  the  contingency,  this  should  not  be  the  case,  and 
there  should  remain  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  they  concur  in  the  opinion,  that  the  present 
plan  of  prosecuting  works  of  internal  improvement  is  tlie 
**wonft  that  could  exists"  and  if  it  shall  be  the  future 
policy  of  the  Government  to  employ  any  portion  of  its 
funds  in  works  of  this  character,  in  anv  mode,  the  plan  of 
distribution  is,  in  their  opinion,  decidedly  preferable  to 
it.  That  plan,  whatever  it  may  be,  they  have  said  they 
believed  must  be  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 
They  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  however,  thus  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  period  when  the  national  debt,  by  the  observ- 
ance of  the  mos^  rigid  economy,  can  be  paid,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  any  plan  of  amendment.  As  by  the 
constitution  the  power  to  propose  amendments  b  pos- 
sessed b^  the  States  as  well  as  by  Congress,  they  have 
thought  it  preferable  simply  to  present  tneir  views  on  the 
whole  subject,  and  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the 
States,  {jif,  in  their  opinion^  proper  to  do  so,)  to  propose 
such  amendments  to  the  constitution,  consistently  with 
their  respective  sovereignties,  vesting  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  such  additional  powers  as  they  mav 
deem  it  wise  and  safe  to  confer  upon  it.  As  any  such 
amendment  would  divest  the  States  of  a  portion  of  their 
present  power,  and  confer  it  upon  the  Government  of  the 
Union,  tnere  would  seem  to  be  a  pecuHar  fitness  that  the 
proposition  should  originate  witn  the  parties  who  are 
about  to  surrender  up  a  psrt  of  tlieir  powers.  Doubtless, 
if  any  plan  can  be  devisea  which  shall  preserve  the  balance 
of  power  between  the  respective  State  and  Federal  Gov- 
eriunents,  and  which  shall  promise  to  operate  for  the 
general  advantage  of  the  wnole  Union,  a  constitutional 
majority  of  the  States  will  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  the  consti- 
tution. The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  a  Govern- 
ment like  ours,  it  is  at  all  times  safe,  and  certainly  wise, 
in  all  cases  of  a  questionable  or  doubtful  power,  to  apply 
to  the  people,  the  only  true  source  of  power,  to  explain, 
enlarge,  or  restrict  it.  And  they  are  willing  to  believe 
that  &ere  is  no  State  in  the  Union  that  woula  not  prefer 
such  a  resort  to  the  opinion  of  her  nster  States,  upon  a 
great  question  of  constitutional  doubt,  to  an  assumption 
of  the  contested  power  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Gor- 
ernmenty  however  much  such  assumption  might  be  cal- 
culated to  promote  her  immediate  and  local  interests. 

With  these  views,  the  committee  submit  the  subject 
referred  to  them  to  the  further  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  of  the  States,  not  doubting  that  it  will  elicit 
all  that  deliberate  consideration  which  its  paramount 
importance*  in  all  its  bearings,  demands. 

COLUMBIA  mVER. 

LdUr  Jrcm  Ch/ntrol  Miley  to  the  Seeretary  of  War, 

WASBiirsTOir  Citt,  Marcht  1829. 

Sib:  You  rec|uest  me  to  communicate  to  you,  by  letter, 
my  opinion,  as  it  regards  a  military  force  best  Calculated 
for  the  protection  of  our  Western  frontier,  the  fur  trade, 
and  our  trade  and  intercourse  direct  from  Missouri  and 
Arkansas  to  the  Mexican  provinces,  &c. 

In  answer  to  your  first  inquiry,  I  will  remark,  that  my 
ideas  on  this  subject  were  communicated  to  a  part  of  the 
representation  in  Congress  from  lirli ^souri  three  years  ago. 
I  then  did,  and  do  yet,  believe,  that  a  mounted  force  is 
the  only  one  that  can  operate  advantageously  in  that 
This  force  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  consist  of 


enlistment,  tlie  privations  peculiar  to  it,  er  tskdm 
made  of  suitable  men  now  in  tlie  army.  Theie  troofn 
ought  to  subsist  tliemselves,  which  they  could  do  with 
convenience  so  soon  as  the  officers  become  acquKoted 
with  the  country  in  which  they  would  have  to  operate. 
In  addition  to  the  rifle>  one-half  of  the  eomnuLnd  abooU 
be  armed  with  sabres.  Four  pieces  of  light  artDlerr 
would  be  found  convenient  and  useful.  The  patent  rifle 
which  I  examined  in  your  office  appears  m  one  puticolv 
to  be  well  calculated  for  thb  service,  inasnuch  u  itaa 
be  conveniently  and  quickly  charged  on  horseback)  but  1 
have  been  heretofore  prejudiced  against  this  dcscriptkit 
of  guns,  believinr  that  they  were  subject,  by  uscitogtt 
out  of  order,  and  could  not  be  repaired  without  naci 
difficulty.  Putting,  therefore,  these  guns  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, of'^the  utility  of  which  I  know  but  little,  Iwciti 
recommend  a  rifle,  the  barrel  of  which  should  notcxcd 
three  feet  in  length,  carrying  a  ball  weiglung  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  ounce,  and  having  metal  sufficient  to  wpport 
a  ball  of  that  size.  I  have  used  the  percusnon  locks  ki 
little,  but  believe  them  admirably  well  constructed  k 
general  use,  but  more  particularly  for  tlie  praiiics,  where 
severe  winds  and  rains  prevail  at  certain  seasons  of  ibc 
year.  Great  convenience  would  be  experienced  by  hitiff 
every  gun  of  the  same  dimensions,  every  spring,  screv, 
ate.  of  the  locks^  of  the  same  «ze  and  form.  Thisbeinf 
the  case,  every  material  of  one  would  fit,  and  might  be 
used  m  any  one.  The  gun  stick,  or  thimble  rod,  oagbtfc 
be  of  large  size,  and  of  wood;  iron  sometimes  batters  tb 
muzzle,  and  makes  the  gun  shoot  wiW.  The  only  differ 
ence  should  be  in  the  length  of  the  breed):  some  sboaU. 
in  this  particular,  be  longer  than  others^  to  suit  the  an?^ 
of  those  who  use  them.  In  their  weif^t,  and  in  erm 
other  particular  except  tlie  breech,  they  ought  to  be  6e 
same.  In  that  case,  when  a  man  became  accustoffltd  tfl 
the  use  of  one,  he  could,  witli  the  same  convenience,  nt 
any  one  of  them.  The  sabre  will  be  found  uaefiil, »« 
almost  indispensable,  in  operations  against  Indians  mou:^ 
ed  on  horseback,  and  armed  with  bows  and  arrovs,Tiut^> 
they  use  with  great  dexterity  and  effect.  The  la^i^ 
the  vicinity  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  are  very  rouch  i»  » 
habit  of  fortifying  some  strong  point  convenient  to  vbfff 
they  intend  attacking  their  enemy,  by  the  way  of  coroj 
their  retreat,  if  unsuccessfiil,  and  fearing  pursuit.  Tbef 
use  the  same  precaution  when  encamped,  whenevcribe? 
apprehend  danrer.  When  covered  in  this  way,  they  ip' 
desperately  before  they  can  be  ousted.  It  is  in  c»je5fl 
this  kind,  as  well  as  in  many  others,  that  artillery  v(fiM^' 
found  convenient.  . 

Five  hundred  troops,  armed  and  equipped  as  propc«i 
would,  in  my.opinion,  be  sufficient  to  contend  apins'?^ 
Indian  force  that  could  be  conveniently  brought  ag^ 
them;  a  much  less  number  might  be  in  danger  of  dewi* 
provided  the  In<Uans  generally  should  be  disposed  to  «" 
against  us.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  the  Government  mo; 
take  to  protect  the  frontiers  and  trade  in  qucstior, « 
ought  to  be  done  effectually.  No  half-way  measuro 
should  be  adopted;  show  a  sufficient  force  in  the  cwi*7 
to  put  down  aU  opposition,  and  all  opposition  will  cc^^ 
without  shed<Mng  of  blood.  But  show  an  incompetJi. 
force,  which  may  tempt  the  Indians  to  attack  ar.d  deW. 
it,  and  the  result  will  not  only  be  tl.e  loss  of  iwny  htw 
and  extreme  mortification,  but  the  expenditure  of  me^? 
to  reach  the  object  in  view  more  than  pcrh*P*^^*f  ^ 
times  the  amoimt  which  will  be  necessary,  sbouW  tn^ 
Government  pursue  the  proper  course  in  the  first  »n^*J* 
The  protection  to  be  afforded  should  be  <**«r^Jj 
equally  as  practicable  to  all  our  citizens  engaged  in 
trade  of  that  country,  whether  to  Santa  Fe  or  with  t 
Indians.  And  as  it  cannot  be  expected  that  erery  »»'*■ 
country.  This  force  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  consist  of  will  be  furnished  an  escort,  let  its  destination  be  where -^ 
about  five  hundred  mounted  riflemen,  who  should  be  en-  may,  the  force  ought,  therefore,  to  be  sufficient  to  o^^' 
listed  expressly  for  that  service,  anticipating,  at  the  time  of  |  awe  the  Indians,  and  thereby  render  escorts  unnecess*; 
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;t  seems  to  me  that  economy  of  lives  and  money  dictates 
his  course.  To  operate  against  the  Indians  who  have 
leretofore  committed  outrag^es  upon  our  Santa  Fe  traders, 
)ne  hundred  men  would  be  all-sufficient;  but  it  is  reason* 
)le  to  suppose  that  the  success  of  the  offenders  on  this 
t)utc  will  induce  others  to  join  them. 

Let  us  consider  the  force  of  the  Indians  in  that  quarter 
vho  are  now  recognised  as  our  enemies;  those  who  have 
aken  a  menacing  attitude,  and  those  who  are,  or  pretend 
0  be,  friendly,  but  who  may  be  brought  to  action  against 
IS.  In  this  way  it  may  be  better  se«n  whether  protection 
i  necessary,  and  what  that  protection  ought  to  be.  The 
ndians  south  of  the  Arkansas  river  I  know  but  little  about; 
hey  are  very  troublesome  to  the  Spanish  settlements,  and 
re  considered  dangerous  iti  that  quarter.  They  are 
barged  with  participating  in  the  recent  depredations  on 
be  Santa  Fe  route;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  principal 
ctors  in  these  outrages,  and  perhaps  the  only  ones,  were 
he  Arapahocs  and  the  Keawas.  These  people  reside  on 
tie  head  waters  of  the  Arkansas,  between  the  Santa  Fe 
oad  and  the  mountains.  They  extend  their  excursions 
3  the  head  waters  of  the  Platte,  and  across  the  mountains 

0  the  Rio  Colorado  of  the  west.  They  can  muster  about 
ive  hundred  warriors,  and  are  tolerably  well  supplied 
nth  arms  and  ammunition.  From  many  circumstances 
b'ithin  my  own  knowledge,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
hcse  peo|^e,  and  from  accounts  received  from  some  of  the 
lanta  Fe  traders  who  were  robbed  last  fall,  I  feel  assured 
bat  these  tiibes  of  Indians  have  been  the  offenders.  They 
re  the  particular  friends  and  relatives  of  the  BUckfoots, 
rbo  reside  on  the  head  waters  of  the  l^Iissouri,  and  who 
re  our  most  bitter  enemies.  These  tribes  keep  up  a 
onstant  intercourse  with  each  other.  In  August,  1825, 
even  hundred  families  of  the  Blackfoots  visited  the  Ara- 
ahoes,  and  remained  with  or  near  them  until  the  ensuing 
ammer.  The  Blackfoots  have  altogether  among  their 
everal  bands  from  four  to  six  thousand  warriors  at  least. 
11  the  course  of  the  last  eighteen  months,  these  people 
averepeatedly  extended  their  war  excursions  entirely 
cross  our  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
arassed,  robbed,  and  slaughtered  our  citizens.  They 
an,  at  any  time,  conveniently  reinforce  the  Arapahoes 
t'ith  one  or  two  thousand  warriors.  They  are  well  armed 
nd  supplied  with  ammunition  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
•any.  Major  Doherty,  United  States'  Indian  agent,  has 
:ivcn  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  Pawnees,  who  are  included 

1  his  agency,  have  determined  to  wage  war  against  us. 
'he  character  of  Major  D.,  his  means  of  information,  and 
lis  knowledge  of  the  Indian  character,  entitle  his  opinion 
3  the  greatest  credit.  I  know,  too,  that  the  Pawnees 
lave  been  dissatisfied,  end  have  repeatedly  threatened  us 
nth  war.  I  was  once  with  that  nation  more  tlian  a  month 
t  tlie  same  time,  when  they  were  very  much  excited.  I 
eard  their  threats,  and  plans  to  execute  them.  Notwith- 
tanding  all  these  circumstancesy  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
hat  they  are  not  yet  prepared,  and  will  not,  therefore,  yet 
ommence  hostilities.  They  want  to  feel  their  wav,  and 
ee  wliat  will  be  the  result  of  the  recent  depredations 
ommitted  on  the  Santa  Fe  route.  Should  these  occur- 
ences pass  unnoticed,  and  nothing  should  be  done  to 
heck  them,  we  may  anticipate  a  war  with  the  Pawnees 
t  some  period  not  lar  distant.  When  they  co(ne  to  tliat 
ictermination,  they  will  remove  (for  they  have  nothing  to 
tind  thein  to  their  villages,  where  they  now  reside  a  part 
f  each  year)  to  the  head  waters  of  the  South  Branch  of 
he  river  Platte,  and  there  operate  with  the  Arapahoes, 
weawas,  and  Blackfoots.  These  several  nations  can  mus- 
er  altogether  seven  thousand  warriors,  four  thousand  of 
fhom  would  be  sufficient  to  take  care  of  their  women 
nd  children,  while  the  balance  of  them  go  to  war.  They 
an  subsist  themselves  altogether,  convenient  to  almost 
ly  one  poiat,  from  the  twenty-fifth  to  the  thirty-eighth 
egree  of  io:ngitude,  and  from  the  northern  to  the  south- 


em  boundary  of  that  portion  of  our  territory.  This  whole 
region  of  country  abounds  in  buffalo  and  other  g^me. 
Any  one  acquainted  with  the  range  of  these  animals  may, 
if  they  do  not  find  them  at  the  spot  where  they  wish  to 
use  them,  procure  them  not  far  off'.  They  are  so  numerous 
that  it  appears  to  me  that  their  numbers  would  increase 
annually,  even  were  the  consumption  of  them  twice  or 
thrice  what  it  now  is. 

By  the  foregoing  statement,  I  have  endeavored  to  give 
you  my  op'mion  of  the  force,  situation,  and  dispo»tion  of 
the  several  bands  of  Indians  from  whom  we  may  expect 
the  greatest  immediate  danger,  and  also  their  means  of 
subsistence  in  the  country  where  their  operations  against 
us  will  be  carried  on.  I  will  now  enumerate  tlie  bands 
with  whom  we  have  friendly  intercourse,  but  whose 
friendship,  as  I  have  before  observed,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
very  precarious.  The  sevei^d  tribes,  as  far  as  we  have 
extenc^d  our  acquaintance  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
can,  I  presume,  muster  from  six  to  eight  thousand  war- 
riors. They  are  located  in  diff*erent  sections  of  that  coun- 
try, where  our  principal  fur  trade  is  carried  on.  On  the 
Missouri,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Platte,  we  have  tlic 
Mahaws,  who  can  furnish  about  four  hundred  warriors; 
the  Pancaes,  two  hundred  and  fifty  warriors;  tlie  several 
bands  of  Sioux,  two  thousand  five  hundred  warriors;  the 
Shawnees,  four  hundred;  the  Arickaras,  si3(  hundred;  tlie 
Jdandans  and  Menatarees,  seven  hundred;  the  Crows, 
ei^lit  hundred.  On  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of 
>Iissouri,  tlie  Osages,  I  suppose,  can  furnish  one  thousand 
warriors;  the  loways,  two  hundred  and  fifty;  the  Kanzas, 
about  four  hundred;  and  the  several  tribes,  or  parts  of 
tribes,  recently  located  there  by  the  General  Government, 
perhaps  from  six  hundred  to  one  thousand  warriors.  I, 
however,  know  but  little  about  these  last  mentioned  In- 
dians: their  numbers  may  be  greater  or  less  than  I  have 
mentioned.  Agreeably  to  this  estimate,  which  I  feci  as- 
sured will  not  diff'er  in  any  great  deg^*ee  from  the  exact 
number,  the  whole  of  tlie  tribes  with  whom  we  have  in- 
tercourse within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  west 
of  the  State  of  Missouri,  can  furnish  about  twenty-two 
thousand  warriors,  from  three  to  four  thousand  of  u  hom 
are  located  immediately  upon  the  western  border  of  Mis- 
souri, and  within  four  or  five  days'  march  thereof;  twelve 
or  fifteen  hundred  of  the  number,  the  Pawnees,  are  now 
threatening  us  with  war;  several  hundred  others  of  this 
number,  tlie  late  emigrants,  were,  a  short  time  since,  (in- 
sti^ted  by  the  British  Government,)  slaughtering  our 
citizens  upon  our  Northern  frontier,  and  continued  to  do 
so  as  long  as  that  Government  desired  it.  They  had  no 
good  cause  for  their  hostility.  They  lived  within  the 
limits  of  tlie  territory  of  the  United  States,  from  wliicli 
tlicy  could  not  retreat  without  the  support  of  the  British, 
and  they  well  knew  that  when  that  Government  ceased  to 
provide  for  them,  they  would  again  be  dependent  upon 
the  United  States  for  territory  on  which  ^they  could  sub- 
sist themselves.  Notwithstanding  all  these  circumstances, 
calculated  to  induce  them  to  cultivate  our  friendship,  or 
at  least  to  observe  a  neutral  course,  at  the  first  suggestion 
of  the  British,  they  raised  the  tomahawk  against  us.  What 
faith  can  be  placed  on  tlie  friendship  of  these  people  ?  They 
well  know  that  they  may  at  any  time  repeat  their  depreda- 
tions upon  us  with  impunity;  that,  should  the  United  States 
provide  the  means  to  pimish  them,  they  can  sue  for  peace  at 
any  time,  with  a  certainty  of  obtaining  it,  and  of  being  re- 
stored to  their  former  hemes  and  privileges.  Under  such 
circumstances,  what  have  they  to  fear  from  repeating 
their  outrages  upon  us?  And  liow  different  is  the  situa- 
tion of  these  Indians  now  from  wtiat  it  was  upon  our 
Northern  frontier  before  the  late  war.  Located  upon  our 
Western  frontier,  where  in  their  rear  they  have  a  wilder- 
ness of  fifteen  hundred  miles  in  extent,  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  use  of  Indians,  the  greater  portion  of  it  literally 
covered  with  buffalo  and  other  gpime,  strongly  fortified  by 
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nature  with  the  Rocky  Mountains,  where  their  retreat  can 
be  safely  covered,  without  a  strong*  force  to  oust  them; 
and  behind  their  natural  fortifications,  they  have  their 
old  friends,  the  British  emissaries,  preparing  materials  for 
rekindling  the  war  fires,  should  it  become  necessary.  If 
ttiese  Indians  should  ever  be  again  disposed  to  raise  the 
tomahawk  against  us,  (and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of 
it,)  tliey  cannot  desire  a  more  eligible  position  than  they 
now  occupy* 

The  fUcts  generally  herein  enumerated  are  not  stated 
as  information  coming  from  othei's,  but  from  my  own  per,- 
sonal  observations.  The  conclusions  which  they  have  led 
me  to,  must,  I  think,  appear  reasonable  to  all  who  will 
properly  consider  them.  If  so,  it  must  forcibly  appear 
that  our  Western  frontier,  and  our  citizens  engaged  in 
their  lawful  and  laudable  pursuits  in  that  country,  want 
the  protection  of  the  General  Government;  and  that  not 
less  than  five  hundred  troops,  equipped  as  proposed,  will 
afford  that  protection.  Our  citizens  immediately  interested 
in  the  country  in  question,  ought  reasonably  to  expect 
this  protection  as  a  matter  of  right;  and  the  Government 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  feel  the  reasonableness  of  their 
claim  as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  military  command,  as  proposed,  should  not  be 
stationary  at  any  one  point,  but  traverse  the  country 
from  place  to  place,  wherever  the  good  of  the  service 
may  seem  to  require.  In  this  way,  the  officers  might 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  country  in  which  they  would 
have  to  operate,  and  also  the  Indian  character,  where  it 
could  be  done  leisurely,  and  without  injury  to  the  troops. 
The  latter  would  be  necessary,  and  the  former  almost  in- 
dispensable, because  such  is  the  situation  of  the  country, 
that  the  safety  of  the  command  might,  in  some  degree, 
depend  upon  this  infoi*mation;  for  instance,  there  are  sec- 
tions of  the  country  for  fifty  to  one  hundred  miles  in  ex- 
tent, in  pui*suing  certain  directions,  entirely  without  water, 
and  other  portions  of  it  almost  equally  destitute  of  subsbst- 
ence  for  men  or  horses.  There  arc  also  inaccessible  moun- 
tains, offering  appearances  of  easy  access,  which  would 
cause  great  fatigue  and  delay  in  attempting  to  cross  them; 
while  otiicrs,  of  much  more  rugged  appearances,  can  be 
easily  penetrated,  when  their  avenues  are  well  known. 
These,  and  numerous  other  clrcinnstances  of  equal  im- 
portance, require  that  the  officer  commanding  troops  in 
that  country  should  have  a  knowledge  of  them  before  ex- 
peditious movements  through  the  country  should  become 
indispensable.  The  troops,  too,  by  moving*  about  as  pro- 
posed, would  be  daily  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  their 
duty,  having  so  frequently  to  harness  their  horses,  cross 
large  and  difficult  rivers,  securing  camps  on  difl^erent  situa- 
tions, and  in  a  variety  of  ways  become  much  more  efficient 
in  the  service.  "When  it  might  not  be  necessary  for  this 
command  to  winter  elsewhere,  they  might  take  up  their 
winter  quarters  on  our  Western  frontier,  where  they 
could  be  subsisted  cheap,  and,  if  necessary,  affijrd  pro- 
tection to  our  frontier.  In  compliance  with  your  request 
in  relation  to  my  manner  of  equipping  and  moving  parties 
of  men  through  the  Indian  country  in  the  course  of  ray 
general  excursions  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  I  will  observe, 
that,  as  mules  are  much  the  best  animals  for  packing  heavy 
b  irthens,  each  man  has  charge  of  two  of  them  for  that 
purpose,  and  one  horse  to  ride.  The  equipage  of  each 
horse  or  mvde  consists  of  two  halters,  one  saddle,  one 
siiddlc  blanket,  one  bear-skin  for  covering  the  pack  or 
saddle,  and  one  packstrap  for  tlie  purpose  of  binding  on 
the  pack,  and  a  bridle  for  the  riding  hoise.  One  of  the 
halters  should  be  made  light  for  common  use,  of  beef  hide, 
dressed  sof\;  the  other  should  be  made  of  hide  dressed  in 
the  same  way,  or  tarred  rope,  sufficiently^ strong  to  hold 
the  liorse  undcr'any  circumstances,  and  so  consti-ucted  as 
to  give  pain  to  the  jaws  when  drawn  very  tight.  The{ 
rein  of  each  halter  should  not  he  loss  than  sixteen  feet 
A  stake  inudc  rS  to»i«jh   hard  wood,   about  two 
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inches  in  diameter,  and  two  feet  long,  with  an  iron  scckt, 
pointed  at  one  end  to  penetrate  the  earth,  and  at  the  o'lc 
end  a  band  of  iron  to  prevent  its  splitting,  should  btprt/ 
vided,  to  be  used  when  in  the  prairies,  with  the  hihtr 
last  described;  this  stake,  when  well  set  in  the  grourJ. 
will  hold  any  horse. 

In  the  organization  of  a  party  of — say  from  s'xty  t: 
eighty  men,  four  of  the  most  confidential  andcxpefiencti 
of  the  number  are  selected  to  aid  in  the  commanJ:  <^ 
rest  are  divided  in  messes  of  eiglit  or  ten.  A  suitibi; 
man  is  also  appointed  at  the  head  of  each  mess,  ub>: 
duty  it  is  to  make  known  the  wants  of  his  mess,  itcth: 
supplies  for  them,  make  distributions,  watch  over  tbt:: 
conduct,  enforce  order,  8cc.  &c. 

The  party  thus  organised,  each  man  receives  the  hc^: 
and  mules  allotted  to  him,  their  equipage,  and  the  pncb 
which  his  mules  are  to  carry;  every  article  so  disposed  r: 
is  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose.  When  1. 
party  reaches  the  Indian  country',  g^eat  order  antlv^^ 
lance  in  the  discbarge  of  their  duty  are  required  of  crtn 
man.  A  variety  of  circumstances  confines  our  march  vfry 
often  to  the  borders  of  large  water-courses,  when  tlat  i- 
the  case,  it  is  found  convenient  and  safe,  when  the  giti  j- 
will  admit,  to  locate  our  camps  (which  are  gcneralk  is^ 
off  in  a  square)  so  as  to  make  the  river  form  one  tn?. 
and  include  as  much  ground  in  it  as  may  be  sufficitnt!>' 
the  whole  number  of  horses,  allowing  for  each  a  nngt- " 
thirty  feet  in  diameter.  On  tlie  arrival  of  the  party  »t  t  - 
camping  ground,  (lie  position  of  each  mess  is  pointed  cd*. 
where  their  packs,  saddles,  &c.  are  taken  off,  and  »^- 
them,  a  breastwork  immediately  put  up,  to  cover  tk' 
from  a  night  attack  by  Indians:  the  horses  arc  then  «^f'- 
ed  and  delivered  to  the  horse  guard,  who  keep  thcffit 
the  best  grass  outside  and  near  the  encampment,  «h?r! 
they  graze  until  sunset,  when  each  man  brings  his  hosa 
within  the  limits  of  the  camp,  exchanges  the  light  h«hff 
for  the  other  more  substantial,  sets  his  stakes,  which  iR 
placed  at  the  distance  of  thirty  feet  from  each  other,  v\ 
secures  his  horses  to  them.  This  range  of  thirty  f«t.  i 
addition  to  the  grass  the  horse  has  collected  outsider 
camp,  w^ill  be  all-sufficient  for  him  during  the  night.  Aftc 
these  regftilations,  the  proceedings  of  the  niglit  are  prtin 
much  the  same  as  are  practised  in  military  camp*^  .^• 
daylight  (when  in  dangerous  parts  of  the  countr})  'f' 
or  more  men  arc  mounted  on  horseback,  and  sent  to  fi 
amine  rarines,  woods,  hills,  and  other  places  within  $^ 
ing  distance  of  the  camp,  where  Indiana  might  wret: 
themselves,  before  the  men  are  allowed  to  leave  '.bfir 
breastworks  to  make  the  necessary  morning  arrangcn** 
before  marching.  When  these  spies  report  favorably.  t'K 
horses  are  then' taken  outside  the  camp,  delivered  tatb? 
horse  guards,  and  allowed  to  graze  until  the  party  ba" 
breakfasted,  and  are  ready  for  saddling.  In  the  lin«/^ 
march,  each  mess  march  together,  and  take  their  chacc 
of  positions  in  the  line  according  to  their  activity  ir.  Bak- 
ing themselves  ready  to  move,  viz.  the  mess  first  ready  ^ 
nuirch  moves  up  in  the  rear  of  an  officer  who  marches  a 
front  of  the  party,  and  takes  choice  of  a  position  in  *)>? 
line,  and  so  they  all  proceed  until  the  line  is  formed:  «* 
in  that  way  they  march  the  whole  of  tliat  day.  Spiw*"^ 
sent  several  miles  ahead,  to  examine  the  country  in  tc' 
vicinity  of  the  route;  and  others  arc  kept  at  the  dtU"^ 
of  a  half  a  mile  or  more  from  the  party,  as  the  wtuat.<F 
of  the  ground  seems  to  require,  in  front,  rear,  and  witb^ 
flanks.  In  making  discoveries  of  Indians,  they  cwiff^ 
nicate  the  same  by  a  signal  or  otherwise  to  the  commit-- 
ing  officer  with  ihc  party,  who  makes  his  arrangtiB^J^^ 
accordingly.  In  this  way  I  have  marched  parties  of  fif^ 
the  whole  way  from  St.  Louts  to  the  vicinity  of  theGrJj^^ 
Lake,  which  is  situated  about  one  himdred  and  fifty  t.w>- 
down  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  scventy-ef 
days.  In  the  month  of  »larch,  1827,  I  fitted  out  a  K' 
of  bixty  men,  mounted  a  piece  of  artillerj-  (a  fwirpwnif 
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on  a  carriage  which  was  drawn  by  two  mules;  the  party 
inarched  to  or  near  the  Grand  Salt  tAke  beyond  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  remained  there  one  month,  stopped  on  the 
way  back  fifteen  days,  and  returned  to  Lexington,  in  the 
western  part  of  Missouri,  in  September,  where  the  party 
was  met  with  every  thing  necessary  for  another  outfit,  and 
did  retuni  (using  the  same  horses  and  mules)  to  the  moun- 
tains by  the  last  of  November,  in  the  same  year. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

W.  H.  ASHLEY. 

Gen.  A.  Macoxh,  Commander-in-ehUf  of  the  Amy  of  the 
U,  States,  Washington  City, 


CULTURE  OF  SILK. 

yir.  SPENCER,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  Peter 
S.  Du  Ponceau,  Esq.,  presenting  to  the  House  a  flag 
of  American  silk  and  manufacture,  made  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  which  was  referred  the 
letter  of  Peter  S.  Du  Ponceau  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House,  announcing  his  presentation  to  the  House  of  a 
silken  flag  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United  States,  made 
of  American  silk,  reeled  from  cocoons,  and  prepared 
and  woven  by  John  D'Homergue,  silk  manufacturer, 
the  entire  process  in  the  manufacture  of  the  same  hav- 
ing been  performed  in  tlie  city  of  Pl>iladelphia,  report: 

That  they  consider  this  specimen  of  American  industry* 
applied,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  production  of  a  fabric  in 
such  general  use  in  the  United  States,  in  the  purchase  of 
which,  in  foreign  countries,  several  millions  of  dollars  are 
annually  drawn  from  this  country,  as  highly  auspicious  to 
the  agriculture  and  arts  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
Mr.  Du  Ponceau,  for  his  patriotic  exertions  in  promoting 
the  culture  of  silk,  and  in  his  efforts  to  excite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  that  important 
branch  of  mdustry,  deserves  the  commendation  of  his 
country.  The  committee  have  received  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Du  Ponceau,  detailing  various  important  facts 
and  remarks  in  reference  to  the  bill  entitled  <*  Ati  act  for 
promoting  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  silk,**  which 
they  have  appended  to  this  report  for  the  information  of 
the  House t  and  the  committee  report  a  resolution,  and 
recommend  its  adoption  by  the  House, 

Hesolve^,  That  the  flag  bearing  the  colors  of  the  United 
States,  presented  to  this  House  by  Peter  S.  Du  Ponceau, 
of  Philadelphia,  made  of  American  silk,  and  prepared 
and  woven  by  John  D*Homergue,  silk  manufacturer,  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  accepted  by  this  House,  and 
that  it  be  displayed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Speaker, 
in  some  conspicuous  part  of  the  hall  of  sitting^  of  this 
House. 

PniLADCLFRiA,  December  7,  1830. 

Siu:  You  will  receive  with  this  Tetter  a  silken  flag,  bear- 
ing the  colors  of  the  United  States.  This  flag  is  made 
entirely  of  American  silk,  reeled  from  the  cocoons,  pre- 
pared and  woven  by  Mr.  J.  D*Homergue,  silk  manufac- 
turer. The  coloring  has  been  done  by  the  best  artist  he 
could  procure  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  he  himself  not 
professing  to  be  a  dyer. 

The  staff  of  this  flag,  with  the  eagle,  measures  about 
fifteen  feet;  the  flag  itself  is  twelve  feet  and  a  half  long, 
and  six  feet  wide.  It  Is  woven  all  in  one  piece,  without  a 
seam. 

I  beg;  sir,  vou  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  this  flag 
most  respectfiilly,  in  my  name,  to  the  honorable  House 
over  which  you  preside,  as  a  sample  of  American  Indus- 
TV,  thus  app  lied  for  the  first  time  to  the  most  valuable  of 
Vnierican  productions,  and  as  a  res\ilt  of  the  efforts  th'?y 


have  made  during  the  last  five  years  for  the  promotion  of 
the  important  branch  of  agriculture  to  which  we  owe  the 
rich  material  of  which  this  flag  is  composed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

-     PETER  S.  DU  PONCEAU. 
Hon.  Andbsw  STsvEsrsoir, 

S^teaker  of  the  Hotue  of  Bepretentatives, 


Philadklphia,  December  13,  1830. 

Sib:  The  bill  for  promoting  the  growth  and  manufac- 
ture of  silk,  which  was  reported  by  you,  in  the  name  of 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  the  House  of  Mepre- 
sentatives  of  the  United  States,  at  their  last  session,  having 
been  unavoidably  postponed,  in  consequence  of  the  pres- 
sure of  other  business,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  op« 
portunity  of  the  recess  to  cause  experiments  to  be  made, 
and  collect  as  many  facts  as  has  been  in  my  power,  in  order 
to  throw  as  much  additional  light  as  possible  on  a  subject 
which  may  be  considered^  in  a  great  degree,  as  new  in  this 
country^  and  on  which,  at  least,  very  little  practical  expe- 
rience has  been  yet  obtained. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  so  to  do,  in  order  to  justify  the 
confidence  with  which  the  committee  were  pleased  to 
honor  me,  by  giving  implicit  credit  to  the  statement  of 
facts  which  I  laid  before  them,  and  by  adopting  and  re- 
commending to  Congress  the  plan  which,  at  their  request, 
1  submitted,  as  the  best  calculated  to  promote  the  import- 
ant object  which  they  had  in  view.  In  many  respects  I 
rejoiced  that  that  opportunity  was  given  me  by  the  post- 
ponement  of  the  bill.  I  have  proceeded  at  my  own  fisk, 
as  if  the  bill  had  been  actually  passed,  and  one  year  has 
beeji  gained  of  the  three  years  which  its  enactments  re- 
quired. 

I  beg^n  with  causing  to  be  printed,  in  a  pamphlet  form, 
two  hundred  copies  (one  hundred  in  the  English,  and  as 
many  in  the  French  language)  of  the  report,  in  purt,  of 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture  of  the  12th  of  March  last, 
with  my  letter  to  you  annexed,  which  I  transmitted  to  my 
correspondents  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  in  order  to 
elicit  opinions  and  obtain  every  possible  information. 
They  made  their  way  as  far  as  Vieima,  in  Austria,  whence 
I  have  lately  received  a  valuable  treatise  on  the  culture 
and  manufacture  of  silk.  What  effects  they  produced 
elsewhere,  will  be  mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  letter. 

I  then  went  with  M.  D'Homergue  to  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, where  the  culture  of  silk  has  been  pursued  for 
the  last  seventy  years.  We  remained  five  days  in  the 
town  of  Mansfield,  where  the  greatest  quantity  of  cocoons 
are  raised,  which  they  make  into  sewing  silk.  There  we 
were  much  surprised  to  find  the  country  poor  in  the  midst 
of  riches*  It  abounds  in  mulberry  trees  of  the  best  spe- 
cies, which  might  feed,  according  to  M.  D'Homergue, 
a  much  greater  quantity  of  silkworms  than  are  raised 
there.  The  soil  is  excellent  for  the  production  of  that 
tree,  and  silkworms  prosper  there,  though  they  are  raised 
without  any  extraordinary  degree  of  care.  The  cocoons 
are  very  fine,  and  their  silk  excellent;  yet,  the  people  of 
that  district  are  far  from  being  rich,  and  money  is  very 
scaice  among  them.  Tlie  chief  advantage  that  they  ap- 
pear to  derive  from  their  sewing  silk  is,  that  it  serves  them 
as  a  kind  of  circulating  medium — skeins  of  silk  of  a  size 
regulated  by  their  acts  of  Assembly  supplying  the  place 
of  coin  and  bank  notes,  through  a  pretty  large  extent  of 
country.  If  they  knew  how  to  prepare  their  silk  for 
exportation,  or  for  the  manufacture  of  those  light  stufl's 
that  arc  so  much  in  use  through  the  United  States,  their 
condition,  I  tliink,  would  be  much  Improved  by  more  pro- 
fitable sources  of  gain,  and  a  greater  influx  of  money.  I 
f(Hind  in  that  State  a  disposition  to  extend  the  culture  of 
silk;  and  large  ordci-s  have  c%en  been  sent  from  tliencc  to 
this  city  for  the  purchaFC  of  mulberry  plants. 
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On  my  return  home,  I  caused  ten  reels  to  be  made  on 
an  improved  plan  of  M.  D'Homcrgue's,  much  simpti6ed 
from  that  of  Piedmont,  and  which  were  found  to  work  ex- 
tremely well.  I  also  caused  a  convenient  shed  to  be  erect- 
ed for  the  filature,  under  which  the  reels  were  placed* 
with  their  furnaces  and  other  necessary  apparatus. 

On  my  leaving  Connecticut,  I  had  left  oi'ders  to  an 
agent  to  purchase  a  large  quantity  of  cocoons.  From 
some  misunderstan^^ing,  it  happened  that  that  order  was 
not  executed  in  time,  so  that  I  obtained  from  thence  a 
much  less  quantity  than  I  expected. 

By  means  of  advertisements  in  the  newspapers,  insert- 
ed, however,  too  late  in  the  season,  and  not  extensively 
enough,  I  obtained  cocoons,  in  various  quantities,  from  the 
States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Virginia,  and  North  Carolina;  a  few  wei^e  sent  to  me  even 
from  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  From  the  last 
of  these  States,  and  from  South  Carolina,  I  would  have 
received  some  considerable  quantities,  if  the  rivers  had 
bceh  navigable  In  the  interior.  On  the  whole,  I  could  only 
collect,  during  the  last  season,  about  four  himdred  and 
twenty  pounds  of  various  qualities;  but  I  have  no  doubt, 
that,  next  year,  by  taking  proper  measures  in  due  time,  a 
sufHcienl  quantity  may  be  obtamed  for  any  reasonable  pur- 
pose, and  that  quantity  will  be  increasing  every  year.  Al- 
thougli  the  reeling  season  is  over,  I  am  still  receiving 
some  from  different  parts  of  the  tJnion.  The  last  T  have 
purchased  came  from  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  I  expect  every  day  six  bushels  from  South  Ca- 
rolina. I  found  no  difficult^'  in  procuring  women  to  work 
at  my  experimental  filature;  they  offered  themselves  in 
abundance,  and  those  whom  I  employed  were  well  pleased 
with  the  business:  they  like  it  much  better  than  working 
in  the  cotton  factories,  because  the  labor  is  lighter,  and 
they  have  the  advantage  of  the  open  air;  for  silk  cannot  be 
reeled  to  advantage  in  a  close  room.  That  work  must  be 
done  under  a  shed,  into  which  the  air  has  full  and  free  ac- 
cess on  all  sides,  except  where  the  sunshines  with  too  much 
power;  and  that  is  provided  against  by  curtains  br  slidei*s. 

I  employed,  at  first,  six,  and  gradually,  afterwards,  so 
many  as  twenty  women  at  the  reels,  who  have  acquired 
more  or  less  skill  in  the  art  of  winding  silk  from  the  co- 
coons, and,  in  general,  did  very  well  under  direction.  M. 
D*Homergue  praises  very  highly  the  adroitness  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  females  of  this  country;  and  has  no  doubt  but 
that  they  will,  in  time>  make  excellent  reelers. 

With  the  aid  of  these  women,  M.  D'Homergue  made,  in 
the  course  of  the  season,  about  fifty  pounds  of  fine  raw 
silk.  When  we  consider  the  small  quantity  of  cocoons 
out  of  which  this  was  made,  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
were  bad  ones,  and  the  considerable  waste  that  must  have 
resulted  from  the  want  of  skill  of  women  just  initiated  in 
the  art,  it  will  be  seen  tliat  the  superiority  ascribed  to 
American  silk  is  not  imaginary,  but  has  a  real  and  solid 
ibundation. 

While  these  operations  were  going  on,  every  decent 
person  who  wished  it,  was  admitted  to  see  the  filature, 
and  tlie  manner  in  whicli  the  women  were  proceeding  in 
their  work.  Noticing  was  done  in  secret;  it  was,  on  the 
contrary,  tlie  wish  of  M.  D'Homergue,  and  my  own,  that 
every  thing  should  be  open  to  the  public  eye.  Nor  were 
our  women  bound  by  any  kind  of  engagement,  to  make  a 
secret  of  the  knowledge  they  acquired,  or  not  to  hire 
themselves  to  others  if  they  thought  proper.  They  were 
left  perfectly  free,  and  are  so  still,  now  that  the  season  is 
at  an  end,  and  that  they  are  no  longer  in  oar  employ.  At 
the  same  time,  sir,  it  is  but  fair  to  say,  that  they  have  not 
yet  reached  that  proficiency  in  the  art  Which  would  enable 
them  to  profit  by  tlicir  labor,  without  being  undeV  tlie  di- 
rection of  a  person  skilled  in  the  business.  The  time  will 
come  when  they  will  be  able  to  set  up  for  themselves 
small  domestic  filature^;  larger  ones  must  always  be  car- 
ried on  under  the  inspection  of  men;  otherwise,  they  will 


ruin  those  who  undertake  them.  It  n  in  large  fiktoKs 
that  women  are  to  be  instructed,  so  as  to  spread  the  utiii 
the  required  degree  of  perfection  through  the  land. 

It  had  been  my  wish  to  have  made  at  least  one  hunditd 
and  fifly  pounds  of  raw  silk,  in  order  to  make  a  &ir  tnl 
of  the  respective  markets  of  England,  France,  andHeiico; 
but  I  soon  discovered  that  it  would  be  impossible  in  the 
first  season,  and  therefore  I  determined  to  put  the  silk  to 
anpther  test.  It  was  evident  tliat,  if  it  couM  be  nuQu&c- 
tured  here  into  fine  stuffs,  to  an  equal,  or  nearly  cqiol, 
degree  of  perfection  with  those  imported  from  Europe,  it 
might  be  also  manufactured  elsewhere,  and  therefore  there 
could  be  no  defect  in  the  mode  of  reeling  it.  1  therefore 
engaged  M.  D'Homergue  to  weave  several  tissues  out  (if 
part  of  the  alk  that  he  had  reeled,  and  the  result  was  pe^ 
fectly  satisfactory.  As  a  sample  of  that  result,  I  have  hrl 
the  honor  of  presenting  the  nag  of  the  United  St^e«  t. 
the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives;  as  it  wiii  U 
no  doubt  accessible  to  the  public  eye,  it  docs  not  bekif 
to  me  to  pass  judgment  upon  its  workmanship.  P&rt  d 
the  machmery  with  which  it  was  woven  was  made  oa  i 
model  imported  by  me  from  Europe  for  the  purpose. 

Thus,  sir,  while  I  only  meant  to  show  to  the  nation  ik 
importance  of  the  art  of  reeling,  and  the  ability  of  M 
D*Homergue  in  that  branch  of  the.  slk  business,  clrcun- 
stances,  which  I  had  not  foreseen,  have  led  me  to  denvci- 
strate  also  the  possibility,  nay,  the  fiicility,  of  introduci'; 
among  us  the  manufacture  of  those  fine  stuffs  for  vhb 
we  pay  so  large  a  tribute  annually  to  Europe;  lo  that  ot? 
citizens  will  have  the  choice  of  exporting  or  manufactr 
ing  their  raw  silk>  as  experience  shall  show  to  them  tk 
advantage  of  either. 

Nothing  proves  better  the  excellence  of  American  sil 
than  that  the  various  webs  which  M.  D'Homergue  bi 
woven  out  of  it,  have  not  undergone  the  opemtioo  vhid) 
is  called  throwing  or  throwsting^  and  yet  that  their  tex^a:? 
possesses  the  necessary  evenness  and  strength.  Touihi^r- 
stand  this  fully,  some  explanation  is  necessary;  and  I  iK| 
to  be  excused  for  briefly  stating  the  different  proctsa 
which  silk  u  ndergoes  in  Europe,  from  tlie  cocoon  to  the  wdi. 

1.  The  first  and  most,  essential  operation  is  that  of  rd- 
ing.  It  is  performed  by  women,  eitlier  by  themselves,  a 
their  domestic  filatures,  or  in  large  filatures,  under  the  is- 
spection  of  men  capable  of  diracting  them.  The  iwfi 
never  reel,  but  merely  superintend  the  work  of  the  ^> 
men,  to  make  them  produce,  in  their  highest  pcrfteti«c 
the  various  qualities  of  raw  silk  required  for  the  differett 
manufactures. 

2.  From  the  filature  the  silk  goes  to  the  silk  thro9iU7, 
to  be  thrown,  as  it  is  called.  The  throwster,  partljby 
the  aid  of  women,  and  partly  of  men  or  boys,  winds,  clafs, 
doubles,  or  unites  more  than  two  threads  together  ffl.» 
one.  These  operations  are  performed  by  means  of  a  c^ 
plicated  machinery,  called  a  throwsting  mill,  to  wh^ch  vt 
added,  as  parts  of  its  necessary  apparatus,  winding,  clei> 
ing,  and  doubling  or  trammmg  engines.  Silk,  ^^"^  P^ 
pared,  is  called  throwing  silk.  If  the  silk  has  been  badlr 
reeled,  the  g^atest  part  of  it  goes  to  waste  >"  ^^f*^ 
tion  of  throwing;  for  the  twisting  machine,  operating  wj» 
the  same  dcCTee  of  force  through  the  whole  length  of  w 
threads  if  they  are  unequal  (which  is  the  common  dd^ 
of  silk  unskilfully  reeled)  the  same  force  which  onlyj*^ 
the  strong  parts,  breaks  the  weak  ones,  and  thnsthcsK 
is  wasted,  and  great  loss  follows.  By  these  operatioiM  >■ 
silk  acquires  consistency  and  strength,  and  becomes  tit  (■ 
weaving  af\er  being  dyed. 

3.  From  the  throwster  the  silk  goes  to  the  dyer,  to  ^ 
ceive  the  impression  of  colors.  The  dyer  begins  «s^ 
boiling  the  thrown  silk,  in  order  to  free  it  from  a  quar.tiy 
of  pira  which  still  ^heres  to  it;  that  done,  he  P'""^*', 
into  his  vats  or  kettles,  to  give  it  coloring.  From  J|}^ -'^j 
it  is  sent  to  the  weaver,  who  manufactures  it  into  dittcrf 
stuffs. 


APPENDIX— To  Galez  S^  Seatan's  Register. 


xcvu 


Culture  of  Silk. 


[2UtCoiro.  2d  Skis. 


No  silk  in  Europe,  as  I  am  informed,  is  boiled  or  dyed, 
vrithont  being  first  thrown;  otherwise,  it  is  said,  it  would 
become  furzy,  and  uniit  for  weaving. 

The  silk  manufactured  by  M.  D'Homergue  has  been 
foiled,  dyed,  and  woven,  without  being  thrown^  and  it 
loes  not  appear  at  all  deficient  in  evenness  or  regularity 
)f  the  threads.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  however,  that  Ame- 
rican silk  will  not  be  improved  by  passing  through  the 
lands  of  the  throwster;  still,  it  is  a  remarkable  quality  that 
t  possesses,  that  it  can,  without  it,  produce  such  stuffs  as 
^i.  D'Homergue  has  exhibited.  It  proceeds  from  the 
(trength  and  nerve  of  the  material,  which  are  the  great 
iharacteristics  of  the  silk  of  this  country. 

For  all  the  operations  above  mentioned,  except  that  of 
'eeling,  there  is  no  danger  of  competent  Workmen  being 
it  any  time  wanting  in  the  United  States.  A  number  of 
lilk  manufacturers,  such  as  throwsters,  dyers,  weavers, 
md  even  machine  makers,  have  arrived  in  our  seaports, 
n  the  course  of  the  present  year,  from  various  parts  of 
Surope,  but  chiefly  from  England,  expecting  to  find  here 
mcouragement  for  their  business.  Several  have  inquired 
|f  me  where  they  could  get  employment;  and  finding  none 
'or  want  of  raw  silk,  most  of  them  have  betaken  themselves 
0  the  cotton  manu&ctories.  There  is  no  doubt  that  m,iny 
norc  will  come  in  consequence  of  the  general  excitement 
vhich  the  culture  of  silk  has  produced  in  this  country,  and 
ilso  because  it  is  well  understood  that  the  silk  manufac* 
ories  are  in  a  declining  state  in  England,  as  well  as  in 
France,  whereby  many  workmen  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ploy. This  was  asserted  to  me,  as  to  the  former  country, 
>7  the  English  manufacturers  who  arrived  here  in  the 
wurse  of  the  last  season. 

As  to  France,  I  need  only  refer  you,  sir,  to  the  me- 
norial  from  the  merchants  of  Lyons  to  their  Government, 
rhich  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  the  committee 
iurin?the  last  session  of  Congress,  where  tlie  fact  is  clear- 
y  and  distinctly  stated;  and  you  will  recollect  that  this 
lecline  is  chiefly  attributed  to  a  great  deal  of  silk  badly 
eeled  being  brought  to  the  market.  Another  very  re- 
narkable  fact  will  corroborate  this  assertion.  I  am  in- 
brmed  by  my  Trench  correspondents,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
eport  of  the  committee  of  the  12th  March  last,  with 
ny  letter  to  yuu,  reached  Nismes,  (a  considerable  silk 
nanufacturing  town  in  the  South  of  France,  in  which 
here  are  several  extensive  filatures,)  the  Chamber  of 
'ommerce  of  this  city  called  a  meeting  of  the  merchants 
[f  ihe  department  of  Gard,  in  which  it  is  situated,  to  con- 
ider  the  expediency  of  petitioning  the  French  Govern- 
nent  to  adopt  for  France  the  plan  which  that  letter  sug- 
gests, to  wit,  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  the  instruc- 
ion  of  young  men,  to  enable  them  to  become  directors  of 
ilatures.  The  meeting  was  appointed  for  the  first  of  Au- 
>ist  last  The  revolution  which  took  place  at  Paris  at  the 
itter  end  of  July,  and  which  was  attended,  at  Nismes, 
nth  considerable  disturbance  and  bloodshed,  by  compel- 
ing  the  peaceable  inhabitants  to  fiy  the  city,  preve^ited 
^at  assembly  from  taking  place;  but  I  am  informed  that  it 
(not lost  sight  of,  and  that  the  plan  will  be  resumed  as  soon 
9  possible.  In  the  mean  time,  my  letters  also  inform  me 
hat  an  eminent  lawyer  has  been  employed  to  draught  the 
itended  petitidh,  and  the  cities  of  Lyons  and  Avignon 
ave  been  invited  to  join  in  the  measure. 

Such  is  the  importance  that  is  attached  in  France  to  the 
rt  of  reeling  silk;  and  I  ought  t6  mention  here,  that,  not- 
Mthstanding  the  great  influx  into  this  country  of  silk  ma- 
ufacturcrs,  of  every  description,  not  one  reeler  has  ap- 
^red,  either  male  or  female;  and  this  comes  in  support 
f  wjiat  I  have  stated  in  my  former  letter  respecting  the 
'fficulty  of  obtaining  such. 

eighteen  months  have  elapsed  since  M.  D'Homergue 

■rived  in  this  country,  at  the  instance  of  a  society  who  well 

nderstood  the  importance  of  the  art  of  reeling.     Almost 

^mediately  on  bis  arrival,  he  pobluhed  his  essays,  in 
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which  he  threw  all  possible  lig^t  upon  the  subject:  those 
essays  have  circulated  in  America  and  Europe.  The  Le- 
gislature of  the  Union  have  thought  them  worthy  of  their 
particular  attention;  and  yet  no  reeler,  except  M.  D'Ho- 
mergue, has  appeared  in  the  United  States,  while  silk  ma- 
nufacturers, of  other  descriptions,  have  come  herein  num- 
bers from  various  parts  of  Europe. 

Thus,  sir,  with  the  exception  of  reeling,  the  United 
States  have  all  the  arts  at  hand  that  are  necessary  for  car- 
rying on  silk  manufactures,  for  which  they  only  want  the 
raw  material  properly  prepared.     I  should  add  that  the 
men  who  profess  those  various  arts  are  all  in  search  of 
labor,  and  that  there  is  danger  of  their  taking  to  manu- 
facturing foreign  silks,  to  the  great  detriment  of  that  of 
our  country.     The  republic  of  Mexico  oflTers  a  strik- 
ing example  of  what  may  happen  here.     In  that  country, 
thejr  manufacture  a  Very  great  quantity  of  sewing  silk, 
besides  shawls,  and  some  other  articles.     They  have  im- 
ported foreign  manufacturers,  who  taught  them  their  arts; 
but  they  neglected  the  planting  of  mulberry  trees,  and 
raising  silk  worms,  although  their  soil  and  chmate  are  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  these  purposes.     The  silk  they  ma- 
nufacture is  imported  fi>om  abroad,  chiefly  from  China, 
and  a  great  deal  of  it  passes  through  this  countr]^  on  its 
way  to  them.   This  sufficiently  explains  the  large  import- 
ations of  raw  silk  which  annually  take  place  in  the  United 
States.    It  appears  from  the  treasury  reports,  that,  in  the 
year  which  ended  on  the  30th  September,  1828,  raw  silk 
was  imported  into  this  country  to  the  amofint  of  $608,709, 
which  amount,  converted  into  silk  stuffs,  would  produce 
several  millions,  but  woiUd,  at  the  same  time,  destroy  the 
hopes  of  our  agriculturists.     By  manufacturing  foreign 
silks,  the  Mexicans  encourage  their  manufactures  and 
commerce  at  the  expense  of  agriculture.     I  am  told, 
however,  that  they  are  beginning  to  plant  mulberry  trees 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Acapulco,  on  the  Pacific;  but  it  is 
probable  tliey  will  not  succeed  for  want  of  good  reelers, 
and  because  bad  habits,  when  once  fixed,  are  with  diffi- 
culty  laid  aside.     I  think  there  is  dangper  of  the  same  thing 
taking  place  in  this  country.     Some  coarse  articles  have 
already  been  made  in  New  York,  out  of  foreign  silks,  and 
offered  for  sale*  there  and  in  this  city. 

The  English,  it  is  true,  have  enriched  themselves  by 
the  manufiicture  of  silk,  although  their  country  does  not 
produce  the  raw  material,  which  they  are  obliged  to  im- 
port from  abroad;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  would  be 
much  richer  if  they  raised  it  at  home.  Of  this  they  are 
very  sensible,  and  it  is  evident  from  the  efforts  they  made 
to  introduce  the  culture  of  silk  into  the  United  States 
while  British  colonies.  They  raise  a  ^eat  deal  of  it  in 
their  possessions  in  Bengal,  which  is  said  to  be  the  finest 
in  the  world,  but  it  comes  to  Europe  badly  reeled  and 
otherwise  ill  prepared,  and  therefore  is  considered  inferior 
to  all  others.  (See  the  Manual  published  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  House  of  Representative^  in  1828,  p.  1T2.) 
In  addition  to  this,  and  in  support  of  the  importance  of  g^ooa 
reeling,  I  beg  leave  to  insert  here  the  statement  of  an  Eng- 
lish silk  broker,  communicated  in  a  letter  from  th(  respect- 
able house  of  Rathbone,  Brothers,  &  Co.  of  Liverpool,  to 
a  gentleman  of  South  Carolma,  who  published  it  in  the 
Sumpter  Gazette  of  the  first  of  May  last:  "Although,"  says 
the  writer,  «  our  importations  from  the  East  Indies  are 
great,  and  this  trade  of  vital  importance  to  our  successful 
competition  with  the  continent,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
neither  the  East  India  Company  nor  the  private  merchants 
h^ve  hitherto  emploved  anv  competent  persons  to  super- 
intend the  reeling  of  the  mlk;  if  that  was  done,  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  but  that  silks  of  the  Eastern  produc- 
tion would  render  us  altogether  independent  of  France  or 
Italy;  for  it  is  an  establuhed  fact  that  silk  of  the  best 
quidity  can  be  produced  in  the  East  Indies  at  a  lower  rate 
than  in  Europe. 
It  is  also  an  established  fact  that  America  produces  silk 
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of  the  best  quality;  and  experiments  have  shown  that  M. 
D'Homertnie  possesses  the  necessary  qualifications  for  di- 
recting a  filature,  and  for  giving  instruction  in  the  art  of 
reeling.  In  addition  to  the  evidence  which  results  from  these 
expenments,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  in  the  course  of  last 
summer,  some  small  samples  of  Philadelphia  raw  silk,  reeled 
by  M.  D'Homergue,  .were  sent  to  L^ons  and  Nismes,  in 
both  of  which  places  it  was  much  admired.  At  Lyons,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  caused  the  samples  to  be. submit- 
ted to  the  proper  tests  by  a  sworn  assizer,  who  pronounc- 
ed it  well  reeled;  and  in  the  account  of  these  proceedings, 
which  wsS  inserted  in  a  Lyons  newspaper  called  the  Pre- 
curseur,  it  was  said  to  be  worth  there  twenty-six  francs 
(five  ddlars)  a  pound.  At  Nismes  it  was  estimated  at 
thirty  francs.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  produce  at 
least  those  prices  in  our  seaports,  to  which  it  is  under- 
stood that  orders  will  be  sent  from  France  as  soon  as 
it  is  known  that  it  may  be  obtained  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities. In  England,  the  prices  of  silk  follow  pretty  nearly 
those  of  France.  In  Mexico,  our  raw  silks  of  the  second 
^  and  thii-d  quality  are  most  in  demand,  and  will  produce 
good  prices.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  they  lapr  heavy 
duties  there  on  the  importation  of  raw  silk,  which  they 
manufacture  and  do  not  produce.  With  this  system,  they 
are  not  likely  soon  to  rival  usj  if  we  should  adopt  one  ca- 
'    pable  of  bringing  our  native  resources  into  full  activity. 

The  only  system,  in  my  opinion,  that  will  produce  that 
effect,  is  the  introduction  of  a  good  method  of  reeling  silk, 
and  its  equal  dissemination  tlirough  the  United  States. 
This  done,  every  thing  else  will  follow.  The  agricultu- 
rist will  raise  cocoons,  because  he  will  find  purchasers;  and 
the  raw  silk  will  be  purchased  by  the  foreign  agents,  or 
employed  by  the  manufacturer  at  home.  I  have  received 
several  letters  from  Nortli  and  South  Cai'olina,  informing 
me  that  a  great  many  cocoons  are  raised  there,  but  that, 
for  want  of  a  market,  they  are  devoured  by  rats  and  insects. 
A  lady  writes  to  me  that  she  has  lost  this  year,  in  that  way, 
near  one  hundred  bushels.  A  general  desire  is  expressed, 
from  one  end  of  the  United  States  to  the  other,  to  see  this 
rich  production  turned  to  a  profitable  account.  I  have 
received  numerous  letters  to  that  effect  from  almost  every 
State  in  the  Union.  The  excitement  in  favor  of  the  silk 
culture  appears  to  me  to  be  general,  and  numbers  are  pre- 
paring to  apply  themselves  to  it. 

It  remains  now  with  Congress  to  take  such  measures  as 
they  shall  think  most  proper  for  tlie  attainment  of  tliat  ob- 
ject. In  making  experiments  and  collecting  facts,  in  order 
to  throw  some  more  light  upon  the  subject,  I  have  done 
my  duty  as  a  citizen,  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  his  coun- 
try. The  committee  will  please  to  recollect  that  I  have 
'  not  obtruded  upon  them  my  opinions  or  my  advice;  and 
that,  in  addressing  them  at  the  last  session,  I  only  yielded 
to  the  most  flattering  invitation.  At  present,  it  is  a  duty 
that  I  owe  to  them,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  support,  by 
facts,  the  theory  that  I  have  advanced,  and  which  they 
have  sanctioned  by  their  approbation. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  M.  D^omergue  persists  in  the 
oflTer  he  made  of  his  services,  and  I  in  Uiat  of  my  gratui- 
tous assistance*  Should  the  bill  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee be  brought  again  to  the  consideration  ot  Congress,  it 
is  to  be  observed  that  three  years  are  no  longer  required, 
and  that  M.  D'Homergue  will  be  ready  to  begin  tlie  in- 
struction of  the  sixty  young  men  on  the  first  of  July  next. 
This  will  require  an  alteration  in  the  terms  of  payment  of 
the  foi-ty  thousand  dollars.  He  suggests  four  equal  half- 
yearly  instalments,  the  firat  to  be  immediately  ufter  the 
passing  of  the  act. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  mention  that  M.  D'Homergue, 
having  inspected  several  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, has  been  astonished  at  the  proficiency  that  this 
country  has  made  in  mechanics  and  the  mechanical  arts, 
which  will,  in  a  great  degree,  supersede  the  necessity  of 
importing  machinery  from  abroad,  when  the  same  effect 


can  be  obtuned  here  from  the  ingenuity  of  our  vork- 
men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  cooadcFatiQe 
and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obecUent  and  very  bantbk 
servant, 

PETER  8.  DUPONCEAU. 
Hon.  Ambbosx  Spxvckk, 

Ckaimumofihe  Committee  on  jSgrituUvn  tjlk 
House  of  Hepreseniaiities  U,  S. 


ASSAYS  OF  FOREIGN  COINS. 

Mint  or  trk  Unitkd  Statu, 

Philadelphia^  January  31,  1831. 

Sib:  Conformably  to  genera]  instructions  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  assays  have  been  made  of  th<:  rd- 
lowing  foreign  coins,  the  result  of  which  is  nov  respect- 
fully submitted. 

GOLD  COINS. 

From  the  assayer's  report,  it  appears  that  the  gold  carji« 
of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal  contain  22  parts  of  fine  pii 
in  24  parts;  those  of  France  21  19-32  parts  of  fine  gold  b 
24  parts;  and  those  of  Spain  20  63-64  parts  fine  in  l\ 
parts. 

The  value,  per  penny  weight,  of  tlie  gold  coins  of  Grui 
Britain  and  Portugal,  deduced  from  the  above  assay,  is  tif 
same  as  that  of  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  viz.  83  b-^ 
cents;  that  of  the  gold  coins  of  France  is  87  1-4  cents;  iri 
that  of  the  gold  coins  of  Spain  84  78-100  cents  per  pennv 
weight. 

These  results  are  very  nearly  conformable  to  tboae  d 
our  previous  assays  of  the  above  coins,  except  in  regsra 
to  gold  coins  of  Spain,  which,  in  this  instance,  give  a  n- 
lue  slightly  above  the  average  of  those  usually  obt&inci 
It  mav  be  confidently  inferred  that  no  reduction  in  fioe- 
ncss  has  been  made  in  eitlier  of  the  coins  mention«ii. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  assays  have  been  made  of  tbf 
gold  coins  of  Mexico  and  Colombia,  issued  in  1S29,  ssd 
of  Central  America,  issued  in  18274  being  tlie  latest  di'^e^ 
procured.  The  result  indicates  an  adherence,  on  the  pait 
of  those  Governments,  to  the  gold  standard  of  Spain;  t:t 
greatest  deviation  from  that  standard  not  being  grr'-«^'^ 
than  Spanish  gold  coins  frequently  exhibit.  The  p:J 
coins  of  those  new  States  may  be  estimated  at  84 2il'>-^' 
cents  per  pennyweight,  which  corresponds  with  the  »«• 
rage  value  thereof,  ascertained  by  the  assays  of  U*^- 

SILVER  COINS. 

Of  Spanish  milled  dollars,  no  latter  dates  have  been  pf> 
cured  than  those  heretofore  assayed  and  reported  on,  vii- 
of  the  year  1 824.  The  fineness  thereof  may  be  staifd  tf 
10  oz.  15  dwts.  12  gnuns  of  fine  silver  in  12  ounces,  ce»- 
formably  to  previous  reports.  The  value  per  ounce  cc!^ 
responding  thereto  is  116  1-10  cents.  Standard  silTeraf 
the  United  States  contains  10  oz.  14  dwts.  4  5-13  JT*^*^ 
fine  silver  in  12  ounces,  the  value  corresponding  to  *hJ* 
is  1 15  38-100  cents  per  ounce. 

Specimens  of  the  Mexican  and  Peruvian  dollar  of  lS-»i 
the  Central  American  of  1829,  and  that  of  La  PUt»  ^ 
1827  and  1828,  have  also  been  submitted  to  exaninat.a 

The  tliree  first  mentioned  are  found  to  be  of  the  re^ 
Spanish  standard;  they  even  incline  to  a  fineness  sligti'' 
superior  to  the  ordinary  Spanish  dollar,  but  not  such  ^^ 
inaicate  any  authorized  appreciation  in  this  respect.  Be 
ing  of  recent  emis^on,  their  weight  exceeds  tl»at  of  'k-. 
dollar  of  Spain  now  in  circulation.  The  intrinac  rahtcc^ 
these  coins  may  be  stated  at  116  1-10  cents  per  ounce,  f 
tale,  they  may  be  estimated  to  average  100  cents  4j  salf 

The  specimens  of  the  dollar  of  La  Plata,  examined  3 
1826,  were  found  equal  in  fineness  to  the  Mexican,  tof^ 
of  less  value  by  tale,  by  reason  of  their  inferiority  thercx 
in  weight.  On  an  average,  they  were  not  found  toK 
worth  more  than  100  cents  each^  '  . 

The  latest-dates  then  examined  were  of  1813^  l«-> 
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T'he  specimens  of  this  coin  issued  in  1827  and  1828,  now 
assayed,  present  results  materially  different  from  the 
Above,  and  indicate  a  very  sensible  deterioration  in  the 
standard  thereof.  These  specimens  vary  from  10  oz.  1 
dwt.  12  grains  fine  silver,  to  10  oz.  7  dwts.  6  ^^ns  in  12 
ounces.  The  former  is  equivalent  to  108^  cents  per  ounce, 
and  the  latter  to  111  6-10  cents  per  ounce.     The  value  of 


the  former,  according^  to  their  ordinary  weight,  will  be,  deduced  therefrom,  not  conceived  to  be  correct  by  your 


by  tale,  about  93  6-10  cents,  and  that  of  the  latter  96i 
ocnts.  Nothing  can  be  usefully  affirmed  of  the  average 
value  of  coins  liable  to  variations  of  this  extent. 

LAte  deposites  of  large  amounts  in  Spanish  dollars,  ex- 
hibit a  result  not  observed  at  the  mint  before  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  year.  They  have*  heretofore  been  stated 
as  producing  on  an  average  100  cents  3  mills,  conformably 
to  the  ascertained  value  of  large  quantities  received  from 
time  to  time  for  coinage.  Recent  deposites  have  produced 
less  than  one  mill  above  their  nominal  value.  This  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  diminished  average  weight  of  those 
coins,  arising  in  part  from  the  cessation  of  new  issues,  and 
probably  still  more  to  the  fact,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  Spanish  dollars  now  remaining  in  the  United  States 
may  be  the  readue  of  parccb  from  which  the  most  perfect 
liave  been  selected  for  the  purposes  of  commerce  and  the 
arts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMV£L  MOORE. 
Hon.  9.  D.  IvsHAX, 

Stcntary-of  the  Trttuury. 


Houses,  which,  in  the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  and,  in  the  House- of  Represent- 
atives, to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House;  that,  in 
tl«e  Senate,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  made  a  re- 
port thereon,  printed  by  order  of  that  body,  which  con- 
tains 'Statements,  supposed  to  have  been  made  bv  3rour 
memorialists  in  the  petition  in  question,  and  conclusions 


WORKERS  IN  IRON. 

pHiLADSLPHiA,  Jonuoty  14^  1831. 

1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying  memo- 
nal,  and,  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  to  request  you  will 
present  the  same  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  over 
which  you  preside. 

The  memorial  is  si^ed  by  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
practical  workers  in  iron,  and  will  be  found,  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  from  our  districts,  and  others  acquaint- 
ed with  the  names,  to  contain  the  ngnatures  of  not  only 
tlie  principal,  but  all  the  intelligent  master-workmen  and 
journeymen  in  the  smithing  business,  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia. 

Several  of  the  memorialists  have  been  informed  by  iron 
masters,  and  owners  of  forges  and  furnaces,  that  these 
gentlemen  themselves  are  at  length  becoming  satisfied 
Qiat  some  modification  of  the  present  ruinous  tariff  on 
iron  is  necessary^  experience  having  sorely  taught  them 
that  the  existing  exorbitant  duties  on  the  importation  of 
the  raw  material,  so  far  from  increasing,  actually  dimi- 
nishes the  demand  for  American  iron. 

"With  the  highest  respect  and  consideration,  I  am,  sir, 
3' our  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SARCHET. 
To  the  Hon.  Andbiw  Stsvcxsoit, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativee^  Waehington. 

MEMORIAL. 

7b  the  Senate  and  Bntse  of  Repreeentatives  of  the  United 
Statet,  in  Congress  assembled^ 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  mechanics,  employed  in  various 
branches  of  the  manufacture  of  iron,  namely,  as  steam 
engine  makers,  anchor  and  chain  smiths,  sbipsmiths, 
machinists,  founders,  hardware  manufacturers,  edge- 
tool  makers,  locksmiths,  coach  and  wagon  smiths,  far- 
riers, whitesmiths^  and  blacksmiths,  respectfully  repre- 
sents: 

That,  at  the  last  session  of  the  present. Congress,  a 
number  of  your  memorialists  presented  a  petition  to  both 


memorialists^  they  therefore  feel  satisfied  that  tlie  facts 
referred  to  by  the  committee  of  the  Senate  have  not  been 
fully  comprehended,  and  that  the  committee  has  thus 
been  led  into  material  errors,  which,  when  clearly  and 
distinctly  pointed  out,  your  memorialists  believe,  will  be- 
come evident  to  both  Houses.  Your  memorialists  accord- 
dingly  respectfully  ask  permission  once  more  to  exhibit 
to  Congress,  in  ^eater  detail,  and  with  all  the  perspi- 
cuity they  can  give  them,  the  practical  facts  on  which 
they  found  th^ir  claim  for  legislative  relief,  accompanied 
by  such  remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
nufactures in  the  Senate  as  are  absolutely  necessarv  to 
prevent  the  former  statements  of  your  memorialists  rrom 
being  misunderstood. 

First.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
in  the  Senate,  afler  quoting  some  of  the  statements  of 
your  memorialists,  remaiks:  '*That,  as  this  petition  is 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  placed  among  our 
documents  for  future  reference,  if  necessary,  it  is  proper 
that  explanations  should  be  given,  to  prevent  erroneous 
impressions,  which  it  is  calculated  to  make."    Your  me- 
morialists believe  the  erroneous  impresnons  here  alluded 
to,  to  be  the  prices  g^ven-  by  them,  in  their  petition,  of 
the  cost  of  iron;  but  Uie  committee,  and  not  your  memo- 
rialistB^  on  this  point,  have  fiUlen  into  error,  by  assuming, 
as  tlie  committee  have  done,  the  returns  made  to  the 
Treasury  Department  as  the  basis  of  their  calculations, 
when,  as  is  well  known,  no  distinction  whatever  is  made 
in  the  Treaauty  returns  between  the  pricea  of  refined  and 
common  iron;  whereas,  in  their  petition,  your  memorial- 
ists expressly  declared,  that,  on  refined  iron,  manu&ctur- 
ed  by  rolling,  which  then  actually  cost  ten  pounds  ster- 
ling per  ton,  or,  at  the  par  value  of  ezchanee,  forty -four 
dollars  and  forty-four  cents,  and  has  since  fallen  to  nine 
pounds  sterling  per  ton,  the  duty  was  dghty  per  cent. ; 
and  that,  on  common  iron,  which  then  cost  six  pounds 
sterling,  or  twenty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  per  ton, 
the  duty  was  one  hundred  and  forty  per  cent ;  and*  so  far 
from  thereby  conveying  "  erroneous  impressions,"  your 
memorialists  have  since  ascertained  that  common  Enghsli 
iron,  at  cargo  price,  was  then  selling  at  five  pounds  five 
shillings  sterling,  or  twenty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents  per  ton,  thus  making  the  duty  actually  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  per  cent.,  or  nineteen  per  cent,  more  than 
your  memorialists  alleged  in  their  petition.    Smaller  sizes 
of  iron,  such  as  half  inch,  either  square  or  it>und,  and  un- 
der, are  subject  to  a  duty  of  seventy-eight  dollars  and 
forty  cents  per  ton,  the  price  of  half  inch  being  six  pounds 
five  shillings  sterling,  or  twenty-seven  dollars  and  sevens- 
seven  cents  on  that  size,  equivalent  to  two  hundred  and 
eighty. two  and  three-quarters  per  cent.,  which,  never- 
theless, continues  to  be  imported!    On  tiie  smaller  sizes 
of  iron,  in  consequence  of  a  difference  in  cost,  although 
subject  to  the  same  apedfic  duty,  the  du^  actually  paid 
is  somewhat  less  per  cent  than  that  on  halt  inch  iron. 

As  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  in  their  report,  have 
pronounced  common  English  iron  to  be  "bad,"  your  me- 
morialists will  be  excused  for  here  inserting  a  set  of  ex- 
periments on  the  strength  of  the  various  malleable  metah^ 
given  in  the  works  of  cufierent  French  and  English  scien- 
tific writers  on  mechanics,  incontestibly  establishing  the 
relative  cohesive  properties  of  these  metals,  and  fully  ve- 
rified by  the  practicsl  experience  of  several  of  your  me- 
morialists. These  expenments  are  on  the  suspension  of 
metallic  bars,  one-quarter  of  an  inch  square  and  six  inches 
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long,  and  show  their  respective  cohesive  strength,  ex- 
pressed in  the  number  of  pounds  which  each  bar  of  me- 
tal would  hold,  namely:  / 

Cast  steel, 8,391  poumls. 

Swedish  iron,  (proper  to  make  steel  of,)  4,504 

Other  descriptions  of  iron         •        -  3,492 

Wrought  copper,     -        -        -        -  2,112 

Cast  copper,             ....  1,192       *• 

Yellow  brass,            ....  1,123       «« 

Cast  tin, 296 

Cast  lead, 114 


f( 


<( 


cc 


By  the  foregoing  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  lead,  the 
toughest  of  all  the  metals,  possesses  least  strength  of  co- 
hesion; whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  cast  steel,  the  most 
britUe  of  the  malleable  metals,  possesses  in  tlie  highest 
derree  stren{^  of  cohesion.  Accordingly,  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  malleable  metals  to  the  various  purposes  of 
business,  their  cohesive  strength,  as  well  as  their  tough- 
ness, have  their  respective  values;  and  in  the  same  me- 
tal—that, for  example,  which  your  memorialists  exclu- 
sively work  up,  namely,  iron — ^these  opposite  properties 
are  found  advantageous,  and  are  respectively  turned  to 
the  best  practical  account.  Hence,  from  its  superior 
toughness,  Spanish  iron,  by  all  competent  judges,  would 
be  preferred  for  rivets,  harpoons,  and  other  articles,  in 
which  toughness  is  principally  required;  and  next  in  point 
of  excellence,  for  ttie  same  uses,  the  best  American  iron 
would  be  selected.  For  iroi>lements  of  husbandry,  crow- 
bars, cut  nails,  and  other  articles  requiring  stifFness,  and 
resistance  against  friction,  Swedish  iron  is  the  best  adapt- 
ed for  these  purposes.  For  sheet  and  rod  iron,  on  ac- 
count of  its  superior  ductility,  Russian  iron  is  generally 
preferred.  English  iron  is  preferred  for  various  pur- 
poses, on  account  of  the  decided  superiority  it  possesses 
m  various  Qualities;  in  chains  and  anchors,  from  its  supe- 
rior strength  of  cohesion,  its  great  excellence  in  welding 
or  uniting,  and  surpassing  every  other  known  iron,  both 
in  tiiis  kttcr  quality,  and  in  its  power  of  resisting  rust  or 
corrosion  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  dampness  or 
fresh  or  salt  water,  for  more  than  a  double  period  of  time; 
in  nuls  for  railways,  spikes,  and  bolts,  on  account  of  the 
superior  manner  in  which  it  is  prepared  in  all  the  various 
forms  required,  as  well  as  from  its  acknowledge  supe- 
riority in  durability;  and  for  wheel-tires*  for  the  same 
properties,  as  well  as  from  the  greater  evenness  with 
which  it  is  always  drawn.  From  the  various  qualities 
above  enumerated,  American,  Swedish,  and  Russian  iron, 
all  manufaictured  by  hammering,  and  English  and  some 
American  iron  manufactured  by  rolling,  of  the  common 
sizes,  are  all  sold  in  this  market  at  n^any  the  same  price, 
to  wit,  at  about  five  dollars  per  cwt. ;  Spanish  iron  being 
not  much  used  or  known  here. 

Secondly.  Your  memorialists  did  not  mean  to  state,  in 
their  former  petition,  that  the  quality  of  the  iron  made  in 
Great  Britain,  which  sells  at  from  sixty  to  sixty-two  dollars 
and  twenty  cents  per  ton,  is  dependent  on  the  hammering 
process,  as  inferred  by  the  committee  of  the  Senate.  The 
quality  of  this,  as  well  as  of  every  other  description  of 
iron,  arises  from  the  purity  or  fineness  it  receives  from 
the  furnace  or  forg«,  in  the  application  of  heat,  and  not 
from  the  process  by  which  it  is  drawn.  The  hammer  is 
used  in  England  in  preparing  large  and  irregular  pieces 
of  iron,  in  which  the  rolling  process  cannot  be  resorted 
to;  and  hence  this  difference  of  price. 

Thirdly,  llie  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
allege  that  your  petitioners  complained  of  the  hardship 
of  purchasing  small  sizes  of  iron  at  the  high  price,  arising 
from  the  duty  of  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound  on  it; 
which,  the  committee  remark,  **if  incurred  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  must  be  altogether  voluntary,  as  the  iron 
may  be  imported  in  bars  of  a  large  size,  and  converted 
into  those  of  a  lesser  size  in  this  country  at  a  rery  small 


expense;"  and  refer  to  the  rollm^  nulls  "which  bare 
been  in  operation  for  several  years  in  the  county  of  M(r- 
ris,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,"  and  elsewhere;  wkft, 
the  committee  assert,  '<  common  bar  iron  may  be  cmrert- 
ed  into  bars  and  bolts,  of  the  snoaller  size,  at  a  ssoaJl  ex- 
pense." Now,  your  memorialists  must  be  permmdts 
say,  in  replying  to  this  statement  of  the  committee  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  hardship  they  complained  of,  arising  Ika 
the  duty  in  question,  is  not,  on  their  part,  «*  voKintaiilr" 
incurred,  and  for  the  reasons  which  they  proceed  to  givf. 
First — Iron  of  the  small  nzes,  paying  three  and  a  hdf 
cents  per  pound  duty,  is  still  imported  and  purchased  b} 
many  of  your  memorialists,  although  these  small  sizes, 
manufiictured  in  this  country,  receive  a  bounty  or  ^'pro- 
tection" equivalent  to  the  duty.  This,  your  mcmoml- 
ists  clearly  conceive,  proves  that  the  statement  of  the  cos- 
mittee  of  the  Senate  is  not  borne  out,  and  is  certainly  t 
variance  with  all  their  experience  upon  a  point  in  vhidi 
they  cannot  be  mistaken;  for,  notwitlisftanding  "the  oaof 
mills  erected  for  rolling  iron  of  these  small  sizes,"  spolei 
of  by  the  committee  as  being  done  **  at  a  small  expensef* 
your  memorialists  still  find  their  advantage  in  purchaabf 
the  imported  article  of  the  same  description,  subject  to 
the  heavy  duty  in  question,  as  well  as  the  other  chtfgesof 
importation.  '  Secondly — ^Tour  memorialists  will  add,  tfaa: 
some  ofthem  have  actually  paid  the  American  manuliCtC' 
rers  twenty-five  doUars  per  ton  for  rolling  iron  of  one  inck 
and  under  into  five-eighths  of  an  incb;  and  from  the  saae 
sizes  into  half  an  inch,  tliirty  dollars  per  ton;  whilst  tbefir- 
mer  sizes,  of  five-eighths  of  an  inch,  only  cost  the  IDanu&^ 
turer  of  hardware  in  Great  Britain  twenty-three  dollarstlsr- 
ty-three  cents  per  ton,  and  the  latter  sizes,  of  half  an  incii, 
only  twenty-seven  dollars  seventy-seven  cents.  Hence  i: 
is,  that,  from  our  own  present  absurd  duties  en  ail  sits 
of  rolled  iron  above  hair  an  inch,  the  British  manu&ctarer 
is  enabled  to  import  into  the  United  States,  in  the  fom  ^ 
hardware,  a  ton  of  iron,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars eighty-three  cents,  including  duty;  and  tIiat,oa  ^ 
sizes  of  rolled  iron  of  half  an  inch,  he  is  also  enabled  t<'^ 
import  into  the  United  States,  in  the  same  form,  a  tea  ^ 
iron,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  dollars  thirty-nine  cents,  in- 
cluding duty;  the  discriminating  duties,  in  faroroftk 
British  manufacturer,  being,  on  all  sizes  of  iron  orer  baif 
an  inch,  thirty-one  dollars  fif^  cents,  and>  on  half  \^ 
seventy  dollars  seventy-seven  and  a  half  cents:  the  dutici 
on  hardware  manufactured  of  tlie  smaller  nzes  of  irco 
being  only  one-eleventh  of  what  they  are  on  iron  as  a  n» 
material;  and  on  hardware  made  of  larger  sizes  about  o:l^ 
sixth:  thus  excluding  such  of  your  memorialists  as  are  co- 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hardware,  from  any  tiaf 
like  a  fair  competition  with  the  same  articles  brought  by 
the  British  importer  into  our  own  market!  Some  of )«^ 
memorialists,  besides,  have  been  informed  by  owr.eft « 
the  largest  and  best  rolling  mills  "in  this  country,"  ta»N 
at  the  present  prices,  they  arc  by  no  means  desirous  w 
convert  common  bar  iron  into  bars  and  bo^ts  of  the  soai> 
est  sizes,  notwithstanding  the  declaration  4>f  tlie  connuttc^ 
of  the  Senate,  that  your  memorialists'  preference  of  t^ 
imported  iron  of  this  description  *'  must  be  altogether  «• 
luntary." 

Fourthly.  The  Committee  on  Manufiictures,  in  the: 
report  to  the  Senate,  refer  to  a  part  of  the  former  petitic" 
of  your  memorialists,  which  stated  that  wheel-tire  ^^ 
holes  punched  in  it,  sheet  iron  cut  and  punched  for  stcR- 
pipes,  boiler  plates  of  a  size  and  punch  for  steam  crgjj 
boilers,  and  hoop  iron  punched,  were  imported  at  the » 
valorem  dutj^  thereon  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  as  "^' 
cases  of  evasions  of  specific  duties,  and  fraods  upon  t» 
revenue;"  and  style  this  part  of  your  memorialists' pct:t* 
••an  exhibition  of  the  mysteries  of  trade,  which  incstj* 
new  to  the  Senate;"  *<as  an  ingenious  plan  to  e^-adetfef 
duties  on  bar  iron,  and,  when  carried  into  ciccutioM 
gross  and  palpable  fraud  upon  the  revenue."   And  ** 
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committee  further  allege,  that  the  importation  of  partially 
manufactured  wheel-tire,  with  holes  punched  in  it,  is  "a 
device  of  the  importers  to  evade  the  duties  upon  bar  iron," 
which,  they  add,  *'  cannot  impose  upon  the  custom-house 
officers,  and,  if  it  should,  will  no  doubt  be  corrected  as 
soon  as  made  known  to  the  Treasury  Department."  In 
reply  to  these  allegations  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate, 
your  memoriatists  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  in- 
dulge in  the  expression  of  feelings  which  an  acute  sense 
of  justice  might  warrant;  and  the  unfeigpfied  respect  they 
entertain  for  both  Houses  of  Congress  will  prevent  any 
animadyersiona,  notwithstanding  the  imputations  which  the 
committee  have  thought  proper  to  cast  upon  such  of  your 
memorialists  as  have  been  accustomed  to  import  iron  ma- 
nufactured in  whole  or  in  part,  in  conformity,  as  they  be- 
lieve, with  a  just  and  strict  interpretation  of  the  revenue 
lavs.  Without  any  infraction,  however,  of  their  respect 
for  both  Houses  of  Congress,  they  may  be  permitted,  in  an- 
swer to  these  allegations  of  the  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures in  the  Senate,  to  observe,  that  the  sections  of  the 
various  acts  now  in  force,  imposing  the  duties  in  question, 
point  out  these  distinctions,  and  not  your  memorialists;  and 
they  believe  have  always  been  so  understood  and  applied,  as 
only  to  subject  irqn  manufactured  in  whole  and  in  part,  not 
otherwise  specified,  to  the  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent 
ad  valorem  thereon.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  act  of  May 
19, 1828,  limits  the  additional  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
duty  to  the  articles  made  of  iron  therein  enumerated,  and 
that  all  other  manufactures  of  iron,  not  otherwise  specifi- 
ed, remain  subject  to  the  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad 
i-alorem  imposed  by  the  act  of  May  22, 1824.  Your  me- 
morialists moreover  assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  the  interpretation  uniformly  given  to  these  sections  of 
the  acts  in  qjuestion  at  the  custom-house,  and,  it  is  be- 
lieved, with  the  entire  sanction  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, has  been  always  to  allow  the  imporUtion  of  iron 
manufactured  in  whole  and  in  part,  when  not  among  the 
articles  specified  in  the  act  of  May  19,  1828,  subject  only 
to  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  imposed 
by  the  act  of  May  22,  1824;  that  this  construction  of  these 
acts  imposing*  the  duty  in  question  is  entirely  correct,  must 
be  obvious  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  if  they  will  refer 
to  an  act  passed  during  the  last  session,  regulating  the  im- 
portation of  railroad  iron,  which  expressly  confines  the 
application  of  its  provisions  to  iron  imported  for  railroadsi 
thus  clearly  showing  that  Congress  deemed  it  necessary  to 
enact  a  law  for  the  express  purpose  of  preventing  iron  so 
imported  from  being  applied  to  any  other  purpose  except 
that  of  rails,  which  might  have  been  done  previous  to  the 
enactment  of  the  said  Taw.  It  is,  besides,  well  known  to 
all  of  our  fellow-citizens  engaged  in,  or  practically  ac- 
quainted with,  the  ironmongery  trade,  tliat,  under  the 
proviaionfof  the  act  of  May  22,  1824,  imposing  the  ad 
valorem  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  manufactures  of 
iron  not  otherwise  specified,  and  not  subsequently  enume- 
rated and  repealed  by  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
May  19,  1828,  it  has  been  the  constant  and  uninterrupted 
practice,  at  this  and  other  ports  in  the  United  States,  to 
import  iron,  manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part,  under  this 
ad  valorem  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Fifthly.  The  first  section  of  the  act  of  May  19.  1828, 
providesthat  bar  or  bolt  iron,  when  manufactured  by  roU- 
mg,  and  above  half  an  inch  diameter,  shall,  on  its  import- 
ation, be  subject  to  a  duty  of  thirty-seven  dollars  per  ton; 
and  iron  of  the  same  description,  but  of  smaller  sizes, 
subject  to  a  duty  of  seventy-eight  dollars  forty  cents  per 
ton.  What  led  the  firamers  of  the  law,  in  this  section  of 
the  act,  to  gfive  such  a  decided  monopoly  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  hardware  and  ironmongery  at  Sheffield  and  Bir- 
jningham,  is  what  your  petitioners  are  fiot  able  to  state; 
but  they  know  and  feel  that  such  is  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
vision  in  question.  This  view,  moreover,  can  be  clearly 
made  manifest  from  the  following  statements  of  a  few  of 


the  many  articles  which  can  be  imported  at  and  under  the 
present  cost  of  bar  iron.  By  the  letter  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  of  the  5th  of  February,  1830,  trans- 
mittin?  statements  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States,  &c.  &c.  printed  by  order  of  %e  House  of 
Representatives,  it  will  be  found,  at  page  88  of  that  docu- 
naent,  that,  in  the  fiscal  year  1828-'9,  there  were  imported 
into  the  United  States  65,896  pounds  of  hammers  and 
sledges  for  blacksmiths,  valued  at  f3,049,  equivalent  to 
$4  66|  per  cwt.,  which  is  33|  cents  below  the  cost  of  bar 
iron  in  this  market,  exclusive  of  diity,  and  of  which  only 
2,097  pounds  were  re-exported;  so  that  63,799  pounds  of 
hammers  and  sledges  have  been  imported,  during  the  year 
mentioned,  for  the  use  of  the  American  manufacturers  of 
these  very  articles.  Wheel-tire,  which  your  memorialists 
in  their  former  petition  asserted  could  be  imported* 
since  that  time  has  actually  been  imported,  in  a  finished 
state,  for  about  $44  17;  whilst  bar  iron,  suitable  for  this 
purpose,  is  now  selling  at  about  90  dollars  per  ton;  more 
than  double  the  price  of  what  it  cost  when  imported  in  a 
manufactured  state  from  a  foreign  country!'  Frying  and 
dripping  pans,  both  in  part  and  in  whole  manufactured, 
are  now,  and^ever  have  been,  imported,  duties  and  all  other 
charges  included,  at  a  less  price  than  the  cost  of  the  sheet 
iron.  Tea  trays,  of  large  sizes,  made  of  doubled  rolled 
sheet  iron,  with  only  one  coat  of  paint  or  japan,  can  be 
imported,  duties  and  other  charges  indudec^  at  $83  73 
per  ton;  whilst  the  iron  required  for  the  same  purposes  is 
selling  at  double  the  price,  namely,  at  from  $160  to  $170 
per  ton.  Tea  tra3r8  of  the  above  descriptions,  therefore* 
can,  and  no  doubt  wiU  be  imported  into  the  United 
States,  to  be  converted  into  stove  doors,  blowers,  coal 
scuttles,  &c.,  as  well  as  an  almost  infinite  number  of  other 
articles  of  foreign  manufacture,  as  a  raw  material,  to  be 
applied  not  Only  to  the  same,  but  various  other  purposes* 
unless  the  present  exorbitant  duties  on  bar,  sheet,  hoop, 
and  rod  iron  be  reduced  to  a  uniform  rate  with  the  duty 
now  imposed  on  the  importation  of  hardwttv.  Again — 
wire.  No.  18,  is  imported,  which  costs  foar  pence  sterling 
per  lb.,  or  £37  68.  8d.  sterling  per  ton  at  par,  equivalent 
to         -  -  •  .         $165  00 

The  duty  thereon,  at  ten  cents  per 

pouno,  is       -  -  -  224  00 

Making  the  cost  of  a^ ton  of  wire,  No. 

18,  duty  included      -  -         $  389  00 


Knitting  needles,  of  the  same  material,  are  imported* 
which  cost  five  pence  sterling  per  pound,  or  per  ton 
equivalent  to  -  -  $194  00 

The  duty  thereon,  25  per  cent  ad 

valorem,  is  -  -  -  52  37 

Making  the  cost  of  a  ton  of  knitting 
neefies,  duty  included,        -  — —  $  246  37 

By  the  above  statement,  it  is  then  manifest  that  a  protec- 
tion is  given  to  the  manufacturers  of  knitting  needles  at 
Birmingham  and  Sheffield,  by  the  duty  in  question* 
amounting  to  $142  63  per  ton;  and  g^nted,  too,  by  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in 
conformity,  as  is  alleged,  with  the  known  wishes  and 
earnest  solicitations  of  masters  and  owners  of  American 
forges  and  furnaces,  and,  what  is  well  worthy  of  note,  be- 
lieved by  them  calculated  to  protect  American  industry! 
And  these  observations  are  equally  applicable  to  wire 
fender?,  sieves,  and  every  other  description  of  manufac- 
tures from  iron.  Again,  hammered  nails,  that  now  pay 
the  exorbitant  duty  of  five  cents  per  pound,  are,  never- 
theless, almost  exclusively  imported,  because  the  present 
duty  on  nail  rods  is  so  enormous  as  to  preclude  all  possi- 
bility of  competition  between  the  domestic  and  foreign 
manufacturer.  This  last  remark  the  following  statement 
will  establish:  The  cost  of  120  pounds  of  nail  rods,  at  Bir- 
mingham or  Sheffield,  is  less  than  six  shilling^  and  three 
pence  sterling,  or,  at  par,  $1  37^;  120  pounds  being 
required  to  produce  lOO  pounds  of  nails;  that  is  to  say. 
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the  cost  of  the  raw  material  of  100  pounds  of  nails,  Viz. 
120  pounds  of  nail  rods  in  England,  is  -         $1  37i 

The  cost  of  three  bushels  of  slack,  (coal,)  at  three 

pence  per  bushel,  is  •  -  -  16 

The  present  duty  is  five  cents  per  pound,  or  5  00 

Making  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  of  100  pounds  — 
of  nails,  duty  included,  to  the  English  manufac- 
turer, -  -  -  -  •  6  54 
On  the  other  hand,  the  cost  of  the  raw  material  of 
100  pounds  of  nails,  viz.  120  pounds  of  nail  rods, 
in  the  United  States,  is      -            -            •  6  60 
The  cost  of  three  bushels  of  coal,  at  28  cents  per 

bushel,  is     .  -  -  •  -  84 

Add  to  this  the  loss  arising  from  difference  of  fii- 
cilit^  in  working,  from  its  inferior  ductility, 
equivalent  to  one-tenth  of  the  labor,  say    -  30 

Making  the  post  of  raw  material  and  difference  of 
labor  of  100  pounds  of  nails,  to  the  American 
manufacturer,         -  -  •  -         f  r  74 

A  difference,  in  point  of  cost,  between  English  and  Ame- 
rican raw  materials^  for  the  manufacture  oF  100  pounds  of 
nails,  equivalent  to  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents.  This 
loss  to  the  American  nailer  is  caused  by  the  American  iron 
maker  not  practically  understanding  the  business.  The 
cost  of  the  iron,  as  compared  with  the  amount  of  labor, 
profit,  coal,  &c.  is  as  seven  to  thirty-five,  or  about  one- 
fifth.  At  this  rate,  the  duty  on  nails  ought  to  be  one-fifth 
on  the  iron,  and  four-fifths  on  the  nails,  to  place  the  nailer 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  iron  master;  but  as  we  have 
averaged  the  cost  of  the  iron  at  one-thiid,  and  the  labor 
and  coals  at  two-thirds,  your  memorialists  will  pursue  the 
same  calculation.  Now,  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound 
being  the  duty  rods  are  subjected  to,  the  duty  on  nails,  at 
the  same  ratio,  should  be  twelve  cents  and  six  mills  per 
poundi  which  at  once  appears  so  extravagant,  that  no  in- 
telligent man,  in  or  out  of  Congress,  could  be  found  its 
advocate.  But  reduce  the  duty  on  rods,  the  raw  material, 
to  a  fair  proportion  with  the  duty  now  imposed  on  nails, 
and  you  at  once  transfer  the  making  of  nails  from  the 
British  to  the  American  manufacturer;  and  the  importa- 
tion of  nail  rods  will  certainly  increase  in  the  same  pro- 
portion tliat  the  importation  of  nails  will  decrease;  but 
your  memorialists  are  further  warranted  in  adding,  that, 
from  the  increased  consumption  of  American  nails,  the 
supply  of  foreigpi  iron  nnist  necessarily  be  increased  also. 
During  the  fiscal  year  1828-*9,  we  imported  two  hundred 
and  sixty-six  tons  of  rods  made  into  nails;  the  first  cost  of 
these  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  tons,  in  the  form  of  rods, 
is  known  not  to  exceed  ^,388  88;  now,  if  your  memo- 
rialists deduct  this  latter  sum  from  the  whole  amount  paid 
to  the  British  manufacturer  of  the  266  tons,  in  nails,  name- 
ly, 36,723  dollars,  it  will  leave  $28,336  18  cents.  This 
last  named  sum,  if  the  duties  were  equalized  in  the  man- 
ner just  pointed  out,  would  give  employment  to  as  many, 
if  not  more  American  nailers,  than  it  now  does  to  the  Bri- 
tish. It  is  known  to  your  memorialists,  from  the  same  in- 
equality in  the  duties  here  alluded  to,  tliat  horse  shoes  are 
actually  becoming  an  article  of  importation,  which  here- 
tofore have  always  been  made  by  American  smiths,  and  the 
cost  of  which,  including  duties  and  other  cWges,  will  not 
exceed  the  present  price  of  bar  iron.  Hoops  for  water 
and  other  descriptions  of  casks,  can  be  imported,  duties 
and  charges  included,  at  57  dollars  per  ton,  being  $21  40 
less  than  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  of  which  they  are 
made.  Hence  a  cooper,  by  importing  his  hoops  ready 
riveted,  and  thus  saving  that  part  of  his  manual  labor  on 
the  hoops,  can  save  at  least  one-half  the  cost  of  the  article, 
when  imported  as  *<hoop  iron,"  or  in  its  state  as  a  raw 
material.  Thus,  it  appears,  whether  your  memorialists 
have  reference  to  bar  iron  paying  37  dollars  per  ton  duty, 
or  sheet  iron,  hoop  iron,  nail  rods,  and  round  or  square 
iron,  of  half  an  inch  and  under,  all  paying  $78  40  per  ton, 
or  wire  paying  from  six  to  ten  cents  per  pound,  the  result  \ 


in  each  particular  case  will  be  thp  same, 'as  has  just  bees 
demonstrated;  making  it,  consequently,  always  cheaper 
to  import  the  above  descriptions  of  iron  in  a  manufactur- 
ed than  in  a  raw  state,  and  thus  depriving  American  arti- 
sans of  employment,  to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled, 
without  injury  to  the  consumers,  to  the  same  extent,  on 
these  descriptions  of  iron,  and  now  not  in  any  manner  ht- 
nefiting  the  masters  and  owners  of  American  for^  aod 
furnaces.  Your  memorialists  cannot  perceive  why  the  im- 
portation of  one  article  of  hardware  should  be  constdereti 
an  evarion  of  the  specific  duty  on  bar  iroq  more  thin  ano- 
ther, as  it  is  egually  applicable  to  every  description  vhitp 
ever,  whether  subject  to  ad  valorem  or  specific  duty;  and 
yet  the  committee  of  the  Senate  contend  that  "there ate 
many  articles  of  hardware  upon  which  there  should  bean 
increase  of  duty,  particularly  upon  bedscrews,  mentiooed 
in  the  petition,''  as  in  opposition  to  all  the  abo%'e  reasonings 
supported  as  it  is  by  the  clearest  and  best  established  &cts. 

Sixthly.  The  Committee  on  Manufactures  in  the  Senate 
remark,  that  *'  They  are  of  opinion  with  the  pe^tiooen, 
that  there  should  be  just  proportion  between  the  duties 
upon  bar  iron  and  those  i^Hin  hardware;  but  that  this pn^ 
portion  can  be  more  property  attained  by  incretsiDg  the 
duties  upon  hardware,  than  by  reducing  &em  upon  iron, 
as  this,  without  injuring  the  manufacturer  of  iron,  vouii 
protect  the  manu&cturer  of  hardware;  but  this,  itaeems^ 
the  petitioners  do  not  ask  or  wish."  Had  the  comnutke 
been  well  acquainted  with  the  practical  effects  of  the  di- 
ties  on  iron  and  hardware,  in  relation  to  their  operations 
each  other,  and  of  course  that  no  duty  on  bardvare,  ihoi^ 
of  tliat  on  iron,  could  **  protect,"  as  it  b  called,  thenaoh 
facturer  of  hardware;  and  the  duty  on  iron  has  aliti^ 
been  shown  to  be  from  159  to  282|  per  cent.,  or  an  ali- 
mentation of  from  six  to  eleven  times  the  present  rates  of 
duties  on  hardware,  which  your  memorialists  would  not 
oiily  consider  impracticable,  but  altogether  unjust,  they 
having  no  other  object  in  the  relief  they  now  pray  for,  thaa 
to  be  enabled  to  bring  their  own  industry  into  &ir  and 
equal  competition  with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  vbick 
the  present  exorbitant  duties  on  the  raw  materials  tkf 
make  use  of  wholly  prevent,  and  which,  they  trust,  bhi^ 
from  the  statements  already  presented,  clearly  app^- 
Your  memorialists  will  be  excused  for  once  more  repeat- 
ing, that,  as  long  as  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  is  highe; 
than  that  on  the  manufactured  article,  so  long  will  the  fo- 
reign  manufacturer  keep  possession  of  the  market.  Mo^ 
over,  if  the  duty  on  hardware  should  be  raised  aboreitt 
present  rates,  so  far  from  benefiting  any  class  of  yoor  B^ 
morialists,  it  would  only  tend  to  substitute  hemp,  leather, 
wood,  and  other  cheap  materials,  for  the  iron  which isnov 
used.  On  the  otlier  hand,  a  fall  in  the  prices  of  iron.  c0^ 
sequent  upon  a  reduction  of  duties,  would  roateriallT  d* 
tend  its  use  and  promote  its  further  consumption;  and  tfaas» 
whilst  at  the  same  time  the  business  of  your  memoivli^ 
would  necessarily  be  increased,  the  whole  country,  ist^ 
capacity  of  consumers,  would  feel  its  benefits.  And  y^ 
memonalists  will  here  be  permitted  further  to  reoiaii 
upon  the  authority  of  all  experience,  that  a  nation  vfaich 
excels  in  the  production  of  cheap  iron,  which  can  o»l^  ^ 
brought  about  by  the  freest  and  most  unUmited  compete 
tion,  must  excel  in  all  tlie  useful  arts. 

Seventhly.  The  committee  of  the  Senate  state,  thai 
"They  have  received  no  information  to  convince  tbea 
that  these  articles,  to  wit,  axes,  adzes,  drawing  kanti, 
cutting  knives,  sickles,  or  reaping  hooks,  scythes,  spade* 
shovels,  bridle  bits,  squares  of  iron  or  steel,  steelyanU 
scalebeams,  socket  chisels,  vices,  and  wood  screws,  are 
not  sufficiently  protected."  Your  memorialists,  in  thor 
former  petition,  did  not,  nor  do  they  now,  ask  for  any  *J- 
ditional  burden  to  be  liud  on  the  consumer  of  the  above 
articles;  but  they  conceive  that  the  fact,  as  stated  bj  the 
committee,  furnishes  satisfactory  proof  that  theroanofe* 
turer  of  the  domestic  is  not  on  as  fiivoiable  a  fbodn|;  '^ 
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fce  American  market,  as  the  manuEicturer  of  the  same  fo- 
^i^n  article.  The  committee  acknowledges  a  duty  of 
inety -five  per  cent  on  raw  iron,  which  your  memorial- 
ts  believe  they  have  already  shown  to  be  from  one  hun- 
re^<l  and  fifty-nine  to  two  hundred  and  eig^ty-two  and 
iree-quarters  per  cent. ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  report 
f  the  committee  states  that  they  have  rcceiyid  no  evi- 
ence  that  the  articles  just  enumerated  are  not  sufficiently 
■^otected.  Now,  to  your  memorialists,  nothing  can  be 
Icarcr  than  that  three  tons  of  iron  in  the  form  of  hardware 
wk  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  as  far  as  the  du- 
es are  in  question,  at  the  same  cost  as  one  ton  of  iron  in 
s  raw  state,  according  to  the  very  statements  furnished  by 
le  committee  themselves.     But,  in  point  of  fact,  from  six 

>  ten  tons  can  be  imported  In  the  state  of  hardware,  for 
ne  ton  in  its  raw  state.  In  averagring'  the  duty  of  seven- 
r-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents  per  ton,  with  that  of  thir- 
r  -»^ven  dollars  per  ton,  supposing  the  duty  on  hardware 

>  be  thirty-five  per  cent.,  it  evidently  appears  that  the 
leMTs  presented  by  your  memorialists  could  not  have  been 
ntirely  understood  by  tlie  committee  of  the  Senate. 

£i^hthly.  The  committee  of  the  Senate  remark,  that 
«  There  must  evidently  be  a  mistake  in  the  statement  of 
lie  petitioners,  that  there  arc  annually  imported  siarty 
tiousand  tons  of  hammered  bar  iron. "  In  reply,  your  me- 
norialists  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  committee  have 
lot  clearly  comprehended  tlie  views  intended  to  be  con- 
eyed  by  this  part  of  your  memorialists*  petition.  Your 
nemorialiats  have  therefore  liow  taken  considerable  pains 
n  procuring  documents  and  information  from  different 
ources,  which  enable  them  to  present,  as  they  hope,  an 
entirely  satisfactory  exhibition  of  the  same  fact,  or  at  least 
IS  far  as  the  subject  will  admit  of  elucidation.  In  tl.e  first 
>lace,  a  quantity  of  iron  contained  in  any  gfiven  quantity 
>f  hardware,  paying  ad  valorem  duty,  cannot  be  come  at 
n  any  other  way  than  by  estimating  it  as  forming  an  ali- 
juot  part  of  the  first  cost,  which  your  memorialists  esti- 
nate  at  one-third.  But  Ahould  it  be  here  urged  that  this 
•ate  is  too  Iiigb,  it  then  is  manifest  that  your  memorialists 
n\\\  have  underrated  their  own  labor,  and  consequently 
would  be  greater  losers.  Proceeding  then  on  this  basis, 
the  following  results  are  obtained,  namely: 
Imports  of  hardware,  subject  to  an  ad  valo- 
rem duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent.  -  ^,725,430 
Imports  of  hardware  paying  a  duty  of  from 
thirty  to  forty  per  cent.,  say  thirty-fi%'e 

per  cent. '       -  440,201 

Imports  of  hardjvare  pniying  specific  duties,  180,515 


The  whole  amount  of  hardware  imported  du- 
ring the  fiscal  year  1828-*9,     -        -        -     ^,346,146 
The  raw  material,  iron,  contained  in  the  above  hard- 
ware, amounted  to  38,939^  tons,  paying  the  ad  valorem 
duty  of  25  percent,  on  the  first  cost  of  the  iron,  which 
was  $23  33  per  ton,  showing  that  each  ton  of  iron  of  this 
description  has  actually  been  introduced  into  the  United 
States  at  the  rate  of  $5  50  per  ton,  or  within  a  small  frac- 
tion thereof.     Hence,  the  above  38,939^  tons  must  have 
paid,  in  duties,  the  sum  of         -        -        -    $214,167  25 
The  hardware  subject  to  specific  duties  con- 
tained 6,289}  tons,  papng,  as  above  stat- 
ed, 35  per  cent,  or  $8  25  per  ton,  -      52,072  92 
And  2,579  tons,  paying  a  specific  dutv,  say 
of$7perton,  .-..'--      18,053  00 

The  whole  i^ount  of  the  duty  paid  on  47,798 

tons  in  hardware, $284,293  17 

Had  the  above  47,798  tons  been  imported  in  its  raw 
state  of  bar,  sheet,  rod,  or  hoop  iron,  the  duty  in  that  case 
would  have  been  $1,568,526,  estimating  the  duty  at  only 
|37  per  ton,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  duty  of  three 
and  a  half  cents,  and  the  first  cost  of  hoop,  sheet,  and  rod 
iron,  and  in  both  cases  assuming  the  lowest  duties,  and  the 


lowest  priced  iron.  At  this  rate,  the  discriminating  duty 
in  favor  of  the  British  manu&cturer  was  actually  $1,284,- 
232  83,  for  the  fiscal  year  1828~'9.  We  abo  imported, 
during  the  same  period,  about  3,000  tons  of  sheet  iron,  in 
the  form  of  tin  plates,  upon  which  the  iron  contained  in 
these  plates,  tin  being  free,  paid  fifteen  per  cent*  ad  valo- 
rem, or  $48,648  90.  Now,  had  this  iron  been  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  the  form  of  sheets,  and  had  here 
been  tinned,  the  duty  on  the  iron  in  sheets  would  have 
been  $78  40  per  ton,  or  -  -  .  -  $235,200  00 
Whilst  in  tin  plates  it  only  paid  the  sum  of  -      48,648  90 

Making  a  discriminating  duty  in  favor  of  the 

British  tinner,  of $186,55110 

During  the  existence  of  such  a  discriminating  duty,  it 
will  be  utterly  impossible  to  embark  in  the  tinning  of  iron 
in  this  country;  and,  it  may  be  added,  furnishes,  it  it  were 
required,  additional  proof  of  the  absurdity  of  the  present 
exorbitant  duties  on  the  raw  material*  Of  steel  and  iron 
wire,  there  were  imported  during  the  year  1828-'9,  into  the 
United  States,  463,145  pounds,  equivalent  to  206  tons  1 
cwt.  2  qrs.  2  lbs.,  on  which  article  the  same  discrimi- 
nating duty  in  favor  of  the  British  wire-workers  has  also 
been  carefully  imposed,  which  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  previous  calculations  in  relation  to  knitting  needles. 
The  following  is,  therefore,  a  recapitulation  of  the  quan- 
tity of  iron  imported  in  the  shape  of  hardware,  with  the 
duty  thereon  which  it  is  now  subject  to,-  namely: 
Hardware  subject  to  the  duty  of  25  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  in  which  the  iron  paid  a  pro- 
portional duty  of  $5  50  per  ton,  -  .  -38,929^  tons 
Hardware  paying  35  per  cent*  duty,  the  iron 

paying  $8  25  per  ton,      ....    6,289^ 
Hardware  paying  specific  rates  of  duty,  in 

which  the  iron  pays  $7  per  ton,  -  .  2,579 
Tin  paying  15  per  cent.,  in  which  tlie  iron 

pays  $12  50  per  ton,  ....  3,000 
Wire,  paying  from  six  to  ten  cents  per  pound .  206 
Sheet,  rod,  hoop,  and  other  descriptions  of 

iron,  paying  three  and  a  half  cents  per  lb.     l,167j 
Bar  iron,  rolled,  paying  a  duty  of  $37  per  ton,    3,332^ 

Making  the  total  of  tlie  above  descriptions  of 
iron,  all  manufactured  by  the  process  of 
rolling, 55,514i 

To  which  add  the  imported  hammered  iron,    29,486 

Making  the  aggregate  quantity  of  iron  import- 
ed into  the  United  States  during  the  year 
1828-'9  amount  to 84,998i 

Of  which  am  3unt  there  liave  been  re-exported, 

in  aU  forms, 3,654^ 


Showing  the  actual  home  consumption  of  fo- 
reign iron  to  be 81,344 

Now,  if  to  this  amount  there  also  be  added 
the  quantity  produced  in  the  United  States, 
which,  according  to  the  estimates  of  iron 
masters  examined  before  the  committee  of 
the  l^ouse  of  Representatives  in  1828,  was 
30,000  tons,  but  which  an  intelligent  prac- 
tical  man,  who  travelled  through  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  fact,  as  the  result  of  the  most 
careful  inquiries,  estimates  at    -        -        -  35,000 


The  annual  consumption  of  iron  in  the  United 

States  will  be 116,344ton^. 

Of  these  35,000  tons  produced  in  the  Un'ted  States, 
10,000  tons  only  reach  the  seaboard,  and,  with  the  81,344 
tons  of  imported  iron,  make  the  actual  quantity  passing 
through  the  hands  of  the  dealers  in  iron  on  the  seaboard 
to  be  91,344  tons,  and  25,000  tons  retained  in  the  interior. 
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there  to  be  used.  From  this  statexnent»  it  appears  that, 
of  rolled  iron,  ten«eleventha  were  imported  in  the  manu- 
fiictured,  and  the  remaining  eleventh  in  the  raw  state; 
that  the  Quantity  of  rolled  iron,  in  all  its  various  forms, 
compared  with  h&mmered  iron,  is  nearly  in  the  proportion 
of  two  to  one;  that  the  American  manufactured  bar  iron 
which  comes  to  the  seaboard,  compared  with  the  import- 
ed foreign  iron  in  all  shapes,  \s  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
nine,  or  out  of  90,000  tons  only  10,000  tons;  and  that  the 
American  iron,  compared  with  foreign  iron  imported  in 
the  state  of  hardware,  is  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  six,  or 
out  of  60,000  tons  only  10,000  tons;  which  last  named 
quantity,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  iron  masters 
who  were  examined  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  1828,  included  every  description  of 
iron  brought  from  the  interior  to  the  seaboard  of  the 
United  States.  Your  memorialists  unhesitatingly'  and  so- 
lemnly aifirm  that  the  protection  which  has  been  granted 
by  the  several  acts  of  Congress  to  this  very  inconsiderable 
quantity  of  American  iron,  forming,  as  has  been  shown, 
so  small  a  portion  of  the  general  supply,  and  the  greatest 
proportion  of  which  is  owned  by  some  of  our  richest  capi- 
talists, has  not  only  been  severely  and  oppressively  bur- 
densome to  your  memorialists,  as  artisans  and  mechanics, 
the  extent  and  prosperity  of  whose  business  are  dependent 
upon  the  abundant  and  cheap  supply  of  this  important  raw 
materia],  but  also  to  all  the  consumers  of  iron,  in  its  almost 
innumerable  forms,  throughout  eveiy  part  of  the  United 
States.  And  your  memorialists  will  add,  that  the  proprie- 
tors of  American  iroli  ore  banks,  forges  and  furnaces,  are, 
by  the  enactments  in  question,  themselves  made  to  feel 
the  folly  of  such  restrictions,  it  having  already  been  de- 
monstated  that  the  effect  of  these  enactments  is  to  cause 
iron  to  be  imported  in  various  manufactured  forms,  and 
thus  lessen  the  demand  for  this  invaluable  metal  in  a  raw 
state,  whether  American  or  otherwise. 

Eighthly.  As  the  committee  of  the  Senate  have  pointed 
out  to  your  memorialists,,  and  may  be  considered  as  having 
recommended  to  them,  to  import  iron  in  bars  of  a  large 
size,  to  be  here  converted  into  the  required  small  sizes  bv 
the  American  rolling  mills,  the  impracticability  of  which 
has  already  been  established,  your  memorialists  feel  autho- 
rized, under  these  circumstances,  to  submit  their  own 
views- on  this  point,  which  entirely  differ  from  those  of  the 
committee  of  the  Senate.  Instead  of  restricting  the  im- 
portation of  iron,  as  is  now  done,  by  enormous  duties  on 
this  material  in  its  crudest  raw  state,  your  memorialists 
would  admit  pig  iron  entirely  free,  and  not  increase  the 
present  duties  on  hardware  or  manufiu:tured  iron,  only 
about  one-third  of  what  they  now  are  on  the  metal  in  its 
crude  state.  On  this  basis  your  memorialists  will  exhibit 
the  following  results:  Pig  iron,  which,  in  Great  Britain, 
generally  sells  at  half  the  price  of  bar  iron  manufactured 
by  rolling,  may  be  estimated  at  three  pounds  sterUng  per 
ton,  at  par  equivalent  to  $13  33. 
1^  tons  of  pig  iron,  the  necessary  quantity  to  make  a  ton 

of  bar,  -  -  -  -  -    $16  66 

Exchange,  six  and  a  quarter  per  cent.,  the  current 

rate,      -  -  •  -  -  -104 

Freight,  one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  ton,  on  one 

and  a  quarter  tons,     -  -  -  -      3  47 

Commission,  insurance,  and  other  charges,  say,  1  00 

The  actual  cost  of  a  ton  and  a  quarter  of  import-        ' 

ed  pig  iron,        -  -  -  -  -    22  17 

175  bushels  of  charcoal,  at  four  cents  per  bushel, 

in  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  -  -      7  00 

Drawing,  by  the  hammering  process,        -  -      9  00 

Allowance  for  water  privilege,  dam,  &c.  -       1  00 

Expense  of  overseeing,  and  contingencies,  -  83 

The  whole  cost  of  a  ton  of  iron  manufactured  by  -^— 

hammering,  when  the  pigs  are  imported  free  of 

duty,     .  -  -  .  -  -    #40  00 

But,  when  manufactured  by  puddling  and  rolling,  the  cost 


of  a  ton  of  iron  would  be  proportionably  less.  In  npport 
of  the  correctness  of  the  above  conclusions,  yourmeiM- 
rialists  will  refer  to  the  testimony  in  relation^to  iron,  gira 
before  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  in  *the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  January,  1828,  by  the  Hon.  Ridurd 
Keese  and  the  Hon.  John  Mitchell,  both  members  of  the 
House,  and  by  Mr.  Joseph  Jaci^son,  of  Morris  coomj, 
New  Jersey;  the  two  former  gentlemen  having  stiled 
before  tha  committee  that  they  had  been  engaged  in  tk 
business  of  making  bar  or  bloom  iron,  and  the  latter,  tbt 
he  was  then,  and  had  been  nearly  all  his  life,  engaged  ia 
the  manufacture  of  iron;  and  all  three  of  the  genUemea 
declared  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  irn 
business.  The  statements  about  to  be  deduced  are  dnwo 
from  an  average  of  the  statements  of  all  three  of  the  ibovt 
named  gentlemen,  and  can  be  verified  by  reference  to  tk 
minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  on  Ui- 
nufactures,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  31st  January,  1828.  Mr.  Mitchell  i: 
will  be  found,  stated  one  hundred  and  seventy-fitebuibels 
of  coal  as  the  computed  average  for  making  and  dnvisf 
a  ton  of  bar  iron  from  pigs;  Mr.  Keeae  said  that  five  hi& 
dred  bushels  of  coal  is  the  usual  quantity;  and  Mr.  Jsck- 
son,  eight  hundred  bushels  the  average  quantity  to  mke 
one  ton  of  bar  iron  from  the  ore.  Bv  averaging  these  s^ 
veral  statements,  it  will  be  seen  that  tour  hundred  and  x- 
venty-five  bushels  of  coal,  at  the  average  cost  of  6veandi 
half  cents  per  bushel,  will  be  saved  in  making  one  too  cf 
iron  from  imported  pigs.  It  will  Uience  follow,  that  in  si 
items  a  saving  of  upwards  of  fifty  dollars  per  ton  viU  be 
effected  bv  importing  iron  in  pigs,  as  will  be  clearlj  exhi- 
bited by  the  following  statement: 
Pig  iron,  if  imported,  cheaper  than  ore,   (as 

stated  by  Mr.  Keese,)  -  - 

Saving,  in  the  quantity  of  coal  required,  in  the 
difference  between  blooming  and  refining  from 
the  pig,  four  hundred  and  sevens-five  bush- 
els, at  five  and  a  half  cents  per  bufl^el. 
Difference  in  cost  of  drawing,  between  the  same 
two  processes,  .... 

Carting,  and  water  carriage  to  New  York, 
Storage,  and  other  expenses,  as  it  can  be  made 
in  or  so  near  the  markets  in  which  the  sales 
can  be  effected,  .  -  -  - 

Wash  ore,  measuring  coal,  small  repairs  about 
the  forge,  &c.  .  .  -  - 


11  £ 


34  53 

8  if) 


4  53 

4  0J 


Amount  of  saving  on  the  above  nx  items,  if  the 
pig  be  imported,  .... 

Now,  if  we  subtract  this  amount  from  what  Mr. 
Keese  assumed  to  be  the  worth  of  a  ton  of 
iron  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  wit,  ninety 
dollars,  the  remainder  will  show  the  price  at 
which,  by  their  statement,  the  same  quantity 
of  a  better  description  of  ih>n  could,  by  the 
refining  process,  be  produced  from  pigs,  and 
yield  tiie  same  pront  to  the  manu&cturer, 
which  is  the  difference  between  $S2  26  and 
$90,*namely,   .  -  .  -  - 


t52^ 


The  cost  of  a  ton  of  iron,  according  to  Mr.  Keese, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  (see  page  23,  Rep.)  _^Oft' 

It  will  be  observed,  that  between  this  statement,  tk 
elements  of  which  have  been  drawn  fi'om  the  testiii«^ 
of  Messrs.  Keese,  Mitchell,  and  Jackson,  and  that  vbicl: 
your  memorialists  have  given,  there  is  a  difference  of  tT3 
dollars  and  twenty-six  cents,  your  memorialists*  cstisa^^ 
of  the  whole  cost  of  a  ton  of  iron  made  from  iropof^^ 
pigs  being  forty  dollars.  As  the  above  gentlciuen  i* 
spoke  of  the  iron  business  being  a  loung  one,  this  difl* 
ence  of  two  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents  per  ton  in  ^ 
favor  would  afford  them  a  handsome  prant,  without  f- 
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cluing  other  deductions  that  could  be  made  from  their 
estimates.  But  they  remarked  befone  the  committee, 
that  their  hands,  team,  work,  coal,  &e.  were  pahl  for  by 
them  in  farm  produce  and  store  g«>od8,  which,  it  is  well 
known,  arc  charged  at  much  higher  rates  than  the  same 
articles  when  obtained  elsewhere,  and  which,  moreoTcr, 
is  admitted  by  these  fj^ntlemen,  in  their  evidence  riven 
before  the  committee,  when  they  expressly  declared  that 
in  this  way  their  ••losses"  were  made  up.  The  differ- 
ence, then,  between  the  rates  at  which  they  dispose  of 
store  goods  and  produce,  and  the  current  cash  prices  of 
the  same  articles,  unquestionably  is  a  prcAt,  which  must 
be  carried  to  the  credit  of  iron,  and  not  to  that  of  goods 
and  produce,  which  c:ui  never  be  conndered,  in  any  cor- 
rect statement,  as  being  worth  more  than  the  common 
market  price.  It  may  be  further  said,  that,  even  accord- 
ing to  their  own  views  of  profit  and  loss,  however  erro- 
neous and  inadmisnble,  as  their  •<  establishments"  furnish 
a  good  market,  some  portion  at  least  of  the  remuneration 
should  be  considered  as  belongine  to  the  "establishment." 
The  results  here  deduced,  in  relation  to  the  manufacture 
of  pig  iron  into  bar,  may  be  applied  equally  to  blooms, 
scraps,  loops,  or  other  iron  in  a  less  manufactured  state 
than  bar;  and  the  effect  of  the  free  importation,  not  only 
of  pigs,  but  of  blooms,  scraps,  loops,  8tc.,  would  be  high- 
ly beneficial  to  American  industiy,  as  the  same  articles 
are  now  imported  in  the  state  of  hardware. 

Ninthly.  When  your  memorialists  compare  the  duties 
on  iron  with  those  on  teas,  coffee,  and  salt,  which,  at  the 
last  session  of  the  present  Congress,  it  was  deemed  expe- 
dient to  reduce,  the  former  will  be  found  to  be  much. 
more  objectionable  than  the  latter.  Iron  in  the  bar  is 
susceptible  of  having  added  to  its  value  double  its  own 
cost;  wliilst  tea,  coffee,  and  salt,  are  all  imported  in  the 
precise  state  they  are  ultimately  consumed. 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  say,  that, 
as  the  statements  in  their  former  petition  were  not  fully 
coTTiprehended  by  the  committee  of  the  3enate  to  whom 
they  were  referred,  and  that  as  they  were,  and  are,  anx- 
io\is  to  make  themselves  clearly  understood,  they  must  be 
excused  for  taking  ut>  so  much  time  with  details  which 
cannot  be  practically  known  but  to  themselves,  and  which, 
they  believe,  fully  warrant  the  relief  for  which  they  now 
earnestly  pray,  namely: 

First.  That  all  the  existing  duties  on  pig  iron,  scraps, 
boiler  plates,  and  all  other  iron  in  loops,  slabs,  blooms, 
or  any  other  state  less  manufactured  than  bar  bon,  be 
ubolished  or  repealed,  and  the  importation  t>f  the  same  be 
admitted  free  of  duty. 

Secondly.  That  all  bar  iron,  manufactured  by  hammer- 
ing-, be  admitted  subject  to  the  duty  of  April  27,  1816,  on 
its  importation,  to  wit,  at  the  rate  of  45  cents  per  cwt. 

Thirdly.  That  all  descriptions  of  iron  manuiiictured  by 
rolling,  including  bar,  bolt,  rod,  sheet,  and  hoop,  of  every 
size  and  quality,  be  admitted,  subject  to  a  duty  not  ex- 
::eedingthat  now  imposed  on  the  importation  of  hardware, 
namely,  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Fourthly.  That  wire  of  iron  or  steel,  of  all  sizes  and 
numbers,  be  admitted,  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  the 
manufactures  of  wire  are  now  on  their  importation  sub- 
jcct  to,  namely,  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Fifthly.  That  the  duty  now  imposed  on  railroad  iron, 
when  punched  in  the  United  States,  be  remitted,  C(r  a 
Irawback  of  Uie  existing  duty  be  allowed  thereon  on  all 
sums  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

And,  lastly,  that  the  existing  duties  on  steel  be  abolish- 
ed, and  the  importation  of  the  same  admitted  firee  of  duty. 

AH,  then,  that  your  memorialists  ask,  is,  that  the  exist- 
iig-  laws  shatl  be  so  modified,  that  the  iron  which  is  now 
m  ported  in  a  state  of  hardware  can  be  imported  in  a 
:ruder  state,  and  thereby  give  equal  advantages  to  your 
nemorialists  with  those  now  enjoyed  by  the  British  in  the 
American  market. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  BLACKSMITHS'  PETITION. 

Iir  Sx!7ATX,  Febbuabt  28,  1831. 

Mr.  Hatvc,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red ••  the  petition  of  upwards  of  three  hundred  mechan- 
ics, citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphis,  em- 
.  ployed  in  tlie  various  branches  of  the  manufacture  of 
u*on4*'  and,  also,  the  petition  of  tlic  ••journeymen  black- 
smiths of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  employed 
in  manufacturing  anchors  and  chain  cables,"  reported: 

That  they  iiave  examined  the  subject  embraced  in  these 
petitions  with  all  the  care  and  attention  which  its  import- 
ance demands.  Whether  the  oppressive  operation  of  the 
present  high  duties  upon  iron  be  considered  in  reference 
to  the  industry  of  the  petitioners,  or  the  burdens  imposed 
upon  the  great  body  of  the  people,  the  question  is  one 
which  is  entitled  to  a  candid  and  thorough  investigation. 
Of  all  the  metals,  iron  contributes  most  to  the  wealth,  the 
comfort,  and  the  improvement  of  society.  It  enters  most 
largely  into  the  consumption  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  of 
men.  It  furnishes  the  mechanic  with  his  tools,  the  farmer 
with  the  implements  of  his  husbandry,  the  merchant  with 
the  means  of  fitting  out  his  ship,  and  the  manufacturer 
with  the  very  instruments  of  his  wealth  and  prosperity. 
The  forest  falls  before  the  axe;  and  it  is  to  the  plough  and 
the  hoe,  the  spade  and  the  harrow,  the  pickaxe  and  tlie 
the  crowbar,  that  tlie  farmer  is  indebted  tor  the  means  of 
bringing  his  fields  into  cultivation,  and  covering  the  wil- 
derness with  •<  a  golden  luilrvest."  In  all  the  operations 
of  husbandry,  iron  is  the  indispensable  assistant  of  the 
husbandman;  without  whose  aid,  his  whole  life  would 
be  wasted  hi  a  vain  struggle  to  overcome  the  evils  and 
hardships  of  his  condition.  He  looks  to  it  for  traces  and 
chains  tor  his  oxen  and  his  ploughs;  for  tire  for  his  wheels; 
for  shoes  and  bits  for  his  norses;  for  locks  for  his  bams, 
and  fastenings  for  his  dwelling  and  enclosures;  for  the 
reaping  and  the  pruning  hook,  the  scythe  and  the  saw, 
the  hatchet  and  the  hammer,  the  scales  and  the  steelyards; 
in  short,  for  almost  all  the  instruments  of  his  prosperity 
and  comfort. 

Iron  is  also  the  very  buns  of  manufiustures.  Without 
its  omnipotent  ud,  what  would  become  of  our  grist  mills 
and  our  saw  milb;  our  rice  machines,  our  cotton  gins,  and 
our  sugar  mills;  our  woollen  and  cotton  factories,  and 
even  our  steam  engines?  Our  streama might  run  on  for- 
ever, and  water  be  evaporated  into  air;  but  the  wheel 
would  stand  still,  and  not  a  shuttle  or  a  spindle  move  in 
obedience  to  the  wiU  of  man.  The  carpenter  and  the 
joiner,  the  millwright  and  the  wheelwright,  the  smith,  the 
currier,  and  the  tanner,  the  paper  maker,  and  the  book 
binder,  nay,  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  mechanic  arts, 
require  iron  and  steel  (to  them  more  precious  than  gold)  for 
the  very  tools  and  implements  of  their  trade.  And  look  at 
the  condition  of  the  shipwright,  the  merchant,  and  the  na- 
vigator. Without  the  spikes  and  the  nails,  the  chains  and 
the  bolts,  supplied  by  iron,  hoW  could  your  ressels, 
•'either  of  commerce  or  of  war,''  be  prepared  to  encoun- 
ter and  overcome  the  perils  of  the  mighty  deep.^  With- 
out an  anchor,  what  ship  could  ride  securely  at  her  moor- 
ings? How  could  your  steamboats,  with  their  vast  and 
complicated  machinery,  be  enabled  to  item  the  currents 
of  your  mighty  rivers^  bringing  together,  in  harmonious 
intercourse,  the  distant  parts  of  our  extended  country,  and 
carrying  back  the  streams  of  knowledge  and  improvement 
into  the  remotest  comers  of  the  Union?  To  civilize  man, 
in  every  situation,  iron  is  an  article  of  indispensable  ne- 
cesnty.  To  borrow  the  words  of  one  of  the  ablest  politi- 
cal economists  of  the  present  day—''  Look  where  you 
will,  in  whatever  direction  yon  turn  your  eyes,  iron  meets 
yoQ  as  the  most  convenient  and  most  necessaty  of  all  sub- 
stances that  are  not  used  for  food,  and  without  which  even 
food  itself  could  not  be  supplied;  and  it  is  found,  from 
universal  experience,  that  every  nation  exhibits  skill,  com- 
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fort,  and  power,  in  proportion  as  the  raw  material  it  pro- 
duced more  abundantly ,  more  cheaply,  and  more  perfect^. 
That  nation  which  is  practically  acquainted  with  the  ma- 
nufacture, properties,  and  uses  of  iron,  mote  than  any 
other,  is  the  most  civilized,  the  wisest,  the  most  powerful, 
and  enjoys  more  of  the  comforts  of  human  existence  than 
any  other,  other  advanta^s  beine  eqiiaV."  Indeed,  when 
we  consider  all  the  diversified  and  important  uses  to  which 
iron  is  applied  in  the  various  pursuits  of  life;  its  almost 
miraculous  influence  in  enlarging  the  bounds  of  science, 
extending  the  powers  and  promoting  the  happiness  of  the 
human  race,  endowing  man  with  an  almost  supreme  do- 
nunion  over  the  elements,  and  enabling  him  to  compel 
them  to  minister  to  his  wants  and  his  comf<u*ts,  we  are  almost 
tempted  to  believe  that  it  is  the  mighty  instrument,  put 
into  our  hands  by  a  wise  and  merciful  Providence,  to  con- 
vert the  primeval  curse  into  the  greatest  of  blessings. 

With  this  brief  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
the  committee  will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  case 
of  the  petitioners.     It  appears  that,  in  March,  1828,  while 
the  tariff  of  that  year  was  before  Congress,  the  black- 
smiths of  Philadelphia  presented  their  petition,  setting 
forth  the  oppressive  and  unequal  operation  of  the  then  ex- 
isting duties  upon  iron,  and  pointing  out  the  injurious  ef- 
fects that  would  necessarily  result  from  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  those  dutiea.  They  even  then  complained  "that 
they  found  themselves  completely  shut  out  of  our  own 
market  by  laws  which  they  were  told  were  made  for  their 
protection;"  that  Ihev  were   *<  precluded  from  participat- 
mg  in  the  supply  of  the  West  ImUan  and  South  American 
markets,  which  they  could  supply  in  many  articles,  if  they 
could  obtain  iron  at  a  reasonable  price;"  that  **  their  busi- 
ness was  more  depressed  than  most,  if  not  all  others;"  and, 
tracing  these  evils  to  the  abandonment  of  the  principle 
**  that  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  should  never  excee<l 
that  on  the  manufactured  article,"  they  earnestly  prayed 
'*tbat  the  duty  on  all  descriptions  of  iron  manufactured 
by  rolling    should  be  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
the  same  as  the  duty  on  hardware."    Regardless,  how- 
ever, of  these  remonstrances,  the  tariff  of  1828  became  a 
law;  and  it  is  certainly  worthy  of  remark,  that,  while  the 
protection  of  American  industry  was  the  kngwn  and  avow- 
ed object  of  that  law,  not  a  single  provision  was  introduced 
in  favor  of  the  blacksmiths,  iustly  claiming  to  be  consider- 
ed *'  as  the  most  useful  mechanics  in  the  world;"  but,  on 
the  contrary,  new  and  still  more  onerous  burdens  were 
imposed  upon  them,  by  adding  seven  dollars  a  ton  to  the 
already  exorbitant  duty  upon  bar  iron,  while  tlic  duty  on 
hardware  was  suffered  to  remain  at  twenty-five  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem.    In  the  year  1830,  the  petitioners,  liav- 
ing,  by  the  further  experience  of  two  years,  realized  more 
fully  the  grievous  operation  of  this  system  upon  their  em- 
ployments, came  again  to  Congress  with  another  humble 
petition,  setting  forth  the  cruel  operation  of  these  laws 
upon  their  industry;  complaining  that  they  had  been  treat- 
ed with  the  most  cruel  injustice,  and  as  **  if  they  were 
not  members  of  the  same  political  family;"  pointing  out 
the  manifest  inequality  <*  of  a  specific  duty  amounting  to 
from  one  hundred  and  forty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  per 
cent,  on  thaX  kind  of  iron  out  of  which  hardware  is  made, 
while  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  only  twenty-five  per  cent,  was 
imposed  upon  the  msjiufactured  article — thus  operating 
against  them  as  a  double  lever,  from  the  duty  on  hardware 
rising  and  falling  with  the  price  of  iron,  while  that  on  iron 
was  specific  and  stationary;"  and  concluding  with  an  ear- 
nest prayer  **  that  they  might  be  put  on  the  same  footing, 
in  our  own- markets,  with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  by  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  to .  an  equidity 
with  that  upon  the  hardware."     This  petition  met  the 
same  fate  as  that  which  had  preceded  it.     The  case  of  the 
petitioners  was  indeed  examined  by  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures;  and,  in  a  report  made  to  the  Senate,  it  was 


not  denied  that  the  petitioners  had  just  cause  for  compbint. 
It  was  admitted  that  they  were  entitled  to  be  pat,  in  our 
own  markets,  on  the  same  footing  as  the  foreign  manure- 
turer,  and  that  this  could  only  be  done  by  establishing"! 
just  proportion  between  the  duties  upon  bar  iron  snd 
thos*  upon  hardware;"  vet,  because  a  reduction  of  tbf 
duty  dn  the  raw  material  was  the  reme^  suggestfd  bj 
the  petitioners,  no  attempt  was  made  to  afford  them  relief. 
Under  aH  these  discouragements,  the  comnuttee  cuinot 
but  admire  the  manly  spirit  whidi  has  induced  the  peti- 
tioners once  more  to  comer  before  Congress,  with  t  coi&- 
plete  vindication  of  themselves  from  all  the  imputatic^ 
which  have  been  attempted  to  be  thrown  upon  tbem,  vhli 
a  clear  and  satisfactory  statement  of  their  grievances,  u>d 
a  full  and  conclusive  refutation  of  all  tlie  arguments  vhicb 
have  heretofore  been  urged  against  their  claims.  Regard- 
ing this  petition  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  valuable  do- 
cuments which  has  of  late  been  issued  from  tlie  Amerion 
press,  the  committee  would  specially  invite  the  attenton 
of  the  Senate  to  it,  as  a  complete  and  satisfactory  expos- 
tion  of  the  whole  merits  of  the  question.     Indulginfrio  ^>^ 
speculations,  building  up  no  new  theories,  the  petitjonen 
have,  as  practical  men,  brought  the  maxims  of  sound  cflir.- 
mon  sense  and  the  lessons  of  experience  to  the  elucldatkA 
of  the  case  before  them,  and  have  deduced  concluso» 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coronxittce,  are  absolute^ 
irresistible. 

It  appears  from  tlie  petition,  (which  is  fully  suiiported 
by  the  statement  of  John  Sarchet,  one  of  the  petitioners,) 
that  English  common  ir^n,  the  material  used  almost  a- 
clusively  in  the  manufacture  of  hardware,  was  selling  :> 
England,  at  the  latest  advices,  at  £5  5«.  sterling,  equtlts 
$23  33  per  ton,  the  duty  on  which,   at  $37  per  ton,  is 
equal  to  159  per  cent. ;  that  the  price  of  smaller  sizes  cf 
the  same  iron  (such  as  half  inch  and  under)  was  £6  5i- 
sterling,  equal  to  $27  75  per  ton,  tlie  duty  on  wliich,  it 
$78  40  per  ton,  amounts  to  282J  per  cent.    It  is  of  tfe 
Utter  description  of  iron  that  hardware  is  chiefly  nao 
factured;  and  the  petitioners  declare  tl^cmsclves  unabk 
to  conceive  what  could  have  "  led  the  fVarocTS  of  i'« 
law,  by  this  discrimination,  to  give  such  a  decided  moss- 
poly  to  the  manufacturers  of  hardware  and  ironmonger}  >i 
Shefficldand  Birmingliam."  An  answer  to  the  question  ray 
probably  be  found  in  the  suggestion  contained  in  thereptft 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  that  *•  there  are  Four's 
mills  which  have  been  in  operation  for  several  years  in  lix 
county  of  Morris,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  d5^ 
where,  where  common  bar  iron  may  be  converted  ir-^ 
bars  and  bolts  of  the  smaller  size,  at  a  small  expense."  U 
is  stated  by  tUe  blacksmiths,  however,  that  some  of  tko: 
have  actually  p:«id  to  the  American  manulacturers  »  ^*- 
lars  a  ton  for  rolling  iron  of  one  inch  and  under  into  five • 
eighths  of  au  inch,  and  from  the  same  sizes  into  half  an  incl- 
30  dollars  a  ton?  while  tlie  whole  cost  of  the  formtr  h 
the   manufacturer  of  hardware  in  Great  Britain  is  c^) 
$23  33  per  ton,  and  of  the  latter  $27  77,  whereby  tfe 
British  manufacturer  is  enabled  to  import  the  same  ii' 
the  United  States,  in  the  form  of  hardware,  (duty  incV^ 
cd,)  at  from  $28  83  to  $35  39  per  ton,   ««tlie  discriff  ^.^ 
ting  duty  in  favor  of  the  British  manufacturers  being:,  ^^ 
all  sizes  of  iron  over  half  an  inch,  $31  50,  and  on  haU-iw 
$70  77^,"  the  duties  on  hai-dware  manufactured  ( f  '- 
smaller  sizes  of  iron  being  only  one-eleventh  of  *  bit  ihr^ 
are  on  iron  as  a  raw  material,  and  on  hardaTirc  wsdi  • 
larger  sizes  about  one-sixth.     In  illustration  of  the  pn^ 
cal  effect  of  these  unequal  duties,  several  cases  arc  stit- 
hy tlie  i)etitioncrs,  and  specimens  of  the  various  descr] 
tions  or  hardware,  as  well  as  of  the  material  of  which  tbt? 
were  severally  made,  have  been  exhibited  to  the  comnw? 
tee.     From  these  statements  it  appears  that,  under  t\i  rf- 
isting  rate  of  duties,  a  ton  of  hammers  and  sledges  cm  x 
imported,  (nay,  it  appears  from  the  last  Treasury  repof* 
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that  they  bare  ftctually  been  imported,)  '*  for  the  use  of 
the  American  manufacturer  of  those  very  articles,"  at  a 
less  cost  than  the  bar  iron  of  which  tiiey  are  made«  Wheel 
tire  has  actually  been  imported  in  a  finished  state  for  about 
547  17,  while  b^r  iron,  suitable  for  this  purpose,  is  selling 
at  about  90  dollars  a  ton,  more  tlian  double  the  price  of 
what  it  costs  when  imported  in  a  manufactured  state. 
Fry'inf;  and  dripping  pans*  both  in  part  and  in  whole  ma- 
nuAiclured,  are  new,  and  ever  have  been,  imported,  duties 
and  all  other  charges  included,  at  a  less'  price  than  the 
cost  of  sheet  iron.     Tea  trays,  of  large  sizes,  made  of  dou- 
ble rolled  sheet  iron,  with  one  coat  of  paint  or  japan,  can 
be  imported,  duties  and  all  other  charges  included,  at  $83  72 
a  ton,  while  the  iron  required  for  the  same  purposes  is 
selling  at  double  the  price,  say  160  to  170  dollars  a  ton. 
Wire,  No.  18»  is  imported,  which  cost  (duty  included  at 
10  cents  a  pound)  389  dolhuv  a  ton,  whUe  a  ton  -of  knit- 
ting needles,  of  the  same  material,  costs  (duty  included) 
onl^  1246  37,  being  $143  63  a  ton  less  than  the  cost  in  the 
United  States  of  the  material  of  which  they  are  made, 
whereby  a  protection  to  that  amount  is  given  to  the  fo- 
reign manufacturer  of  knitting  needles.  Mammered  nails,^ 
which  now  pay  the  exorbitant  duty  of  five  cents  per  pound,' 
are,  nevertheless,  almost  exclusively  imported,   on  ac- 
count of  the  enormous  duty  on  nail  i*ods,  whereby  a  dif- 
ference in  point  of  cost  is  created  between  the  English 
and  American  raw  material  for  the  manufacture  of  nails,  of 
|1  20  in  every  100  pounds.     Hoops,  for  water  and  other 
descriptions  of  casks,  can  be  imported,  duties  and  charges 
included,  at  $57  a  ton,  being.$2l  40  less  than  the  duty  on 
the  raw  material  of  which  they  are  made. 

In  the  petition  of  the  journeymen  blacksmiths,  it  is  fur- 
ther stated,  *<that,  previous' to  the  additional  duty  on  bar 
iron  by  the  act  of  1828,  and  the  fall  on  iron  in  Great 
Britain,  about  tke  same  time,  they  were  enabled  to  sup- 
port their  fiunilies  decently  and  comfortably,  with  a  pros- 
pect of  giving"  some  education  to  their  children;  but  tJie 
:ause9  above  mentioned  have  nearly  driven  the  produce  of 
heir  own  industry  out  of  the  market."  The  means  by  which 
his  result  has  been  produced  are  clearly  set  forth  and  en- 
thiined  in  their  petition,  and  fully  illustrated  by  Mr. 
(archet  ia  hia  statement,  (to  both  of  which  the  committee 
^eg  leave  to  refer,)  from  which  it  manifestly  appears 
iiat  a  ton  of  chain  cables  can  now  be  imported  into  this 
ountry  at  a  less  cost  than  the  rods  out  of  which  they  are 
iade,  whereby  the  petitioners,  who  have  been  for  many 
ears  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  chain  cables,  have 
een  broug'ht  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 
From  these  and  many  other  examples,  it  appears,  that, 
hetber  we  have  refereitce  to  bar  iron  paying  a  duty  of 
lirty-seven  dollars  a  ton,  or  sheet  and  hoop  iron,  nail 
dji,  and  round  or  square  iron  of  half  an  inch  and  under, 
I  paying  a  duty  of  seventy-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents 
r  ton,  OP  wire  paying  from  six  to  ten  cents  per  pound, 
the  result  i«  each  oarticular  case  will  be  the  same, 
*king  it,  consequently,  always  cheaper  to  import  the 
ove  descriptions  of  iron  in  a  manu&ctiu*ed  than  in  a  raw 
ite,"  thus,  of  course,  depriving  the  American  artisans 
employment,  which  result  is  produced,  not  fh>m  tiie 
ty  upon  hsu-dware  being  too  low,  (for  these  duties  ave- 
fe  about  thirty-five  per  cent.)  but  from  the  exorbitant 
ty  on  iron,  averaging  from  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
two  hundred  and  eiglity-two  and  three-fourths  per  cent 
rhe  case,  when  thus  plainly  stated,  carries  with  it  its 
n  best  commentary,  and  renders  argument  unnecessary. 
;U  mjg'ht  the  petitioners  inquire  how  it  has  happened 
t  a  Jaw  BO  oppresave,  unequal,  and  unjust,  could  have 
nd  its  way  into  our  statute  book,  or  been  suffered  to 
lain  there  one  moment  after  its  true  character  had  been 
y  exposed.  It  will  be  for  the  country  to  sav  whether 
true  answ^er  has  not  been  given  bv  Mr.  Sarchet,  when 
lays,  "  that,  in  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  on  iron, 
iron    roasters  have  only  considered  themselves^  and 


have  regarded  the  mechanics  no  more  tlian  if  they  were 
nonentities."  It  would,  indeed,  seem  as  if  the  tarifi*  had 
been  framed  by  a  combination  of  interests,  from  whose 
counsels  the  hard  working,  honest,  and  industrious  me- 
chanics had  been  entirely  excluded.  It  would  almost  ap- 
pear that  the  joint  stock  companies,  the  large  capitalists, 
the  owners  of  woollen  and  cotton  factories,  (<*  those  lords 
df  the  spindle  and  the  loom,")  and  the  wealthy  iron  masters, 
(all  ably  represented  in  the  national  councils,)  have  been 
looking  only  to  their  own  interests,  while  the  mechanic 
and  the  laboring  man  have  been  overlooked  and  disre- 
garded. It  has,  no  doubt,  often  happened,  that  honest 
and  hard  working  men  (unskilled  in  "  the  mvsterioua 
trade"  of  enriching  themselves  at  the  expense  of  others) 
have  found  themselves  pressed  down  by  this  system  of 
indirect  taxation,  though  unable  to  discover  the  secret 
springs  of  that  grand  machine  (miscalled  tlie  American 
system)  by  which  all  their  efforts  are  paralyzed— a  system 
artfully  contrived  '*to  make  the  rich  richer,"  while  it 
humbles  in  the  very  dust  the  best  hopes  of  those  whose 
'*  hai'd  hands  and  honest  hearts"  entitle  them  to  the 
grateful  consideration  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Sarchet  tells  us  that  he  hfts  been  engaged  for  thirty- 
five  years  in  the  blacksmith's  business;  that  he  has  travel- 
led extendi vely,  and  seen  much  of  the  worlds  but  **  that 
he  has  never  seen  any  blacksmiths  so  poor,  or  carrying  oo 
a  less  prosperous  business,  than  those  in  the  United  States 
at  this  time;  which  is  owing,  as  he  believes,  to  the  high 
duty  which  they  are  compelled  to  pay  on  iron." 

The  committee  forbear  from  xnaking  any  further  re- 
marks oiv  tlie  manifest  inequality  and  injustice  of  the 
existing  duties,  and  they  do  this  the  more  readily,  unce, 
whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  prevail  as  to  the  pre- 
cise extent  of  the  evil  complained  of,  there  is  and  can  be 
none  as  to  its  existence,  or  as  to  the  just  claims  of  the  pe- 
titioners to  redress.  The  petitioners  have  insisted  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  '<  due  proportion"  should  be 
observed  between  the  duties  on  the  raw  material  and  the 
manufactured  article;  and  as  the  Committee  on  Manufiic- 
tures,  in  their  report  made  last  year  to  the  Senate,  have 
recognised  the  correctness  of  this  principle,  it  only  re- 
nsains  to  be  considered  by  what  means  this  due  proportion 
can  be  obtained.  The  petitioners  insist  that  this  can  only 
be  accomplished  by  a  reduction-  of  the  existing  duty  on 
the  raw  material,  while  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
contend  that  it  can  be  best  effected  by  a  corresponding 
increase  of  the  duties  on  hardware.  In  proceeding  to  the 
examination  of  this  question,  the  committee  cannot  refrain 
from  the  expression  of  thenr  admiration  of  the  enlishtened 
and  liberal  views  which  seem  to  have  governed  the  peti- 
tioners on  this  occasion.  With  a  magnanimity  worthy  of 
ail  praise,  they  have  scorned  to  relieve  themselves  from 
unjust  and  unequal  burdens,  by  attempting  to  throw  them 
upon  the  shoulders  of  others,  and  have  firmly  and  manfiilly 
resisted  all  the  tempUtions  held  out  to  them  **  to  ask"  that 
their  industry  should  be  protected  by  the  irapontioii  upon 
others  of  the  same  exorbitant  duties  of  which  they  have  so 
justly  complained.* 

The  committee  eould  not  forbear  from  doing  this  justice 
to  the  wisdom  and  the  virtue  which  have  enabled  the  peti- 
tioners-to  discern  the  true  policy  of  the  country,  ami  to 
rise  superior  to^all  temptation.  In  the  examination  which 
they  have  made  of  this  subject,  the  committee  have  been 
forcibly  struck  with  the  sound  and  conclusive  reasons 
which  the  petitioners  have  adduced  in  support  of  the 
position,  diat  a  low  duty  on  the  raw  material  is  the  only 
just  and  effectual  means  by  which  American  manufactures 
can  receive  a  wholesome  encouragement  ^  that  the  <*due 

*  In  «ke  report  ofthe  Committee  on  Msn«Actaret«  it  it  itated  <*  that 
the  eoromittce  are  of  opinion  that  there  •hooJil  be  a  just  ^vpmtion  be- 
tween the  duties  upon  har  inin  and  those  upon  hanfware,  but  that  this 
propcMPiion  ean  be  jsosi  properly-  attained  by  increasing  the  dntj  upon 
ttt  this  it  seems  the  petitionenilo  nut  ask  or  wisa.** 
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proportion"  which  all  admit  oug-ht  to  be  preserved  be- 
tween the  duty  on  the  raw  material  and  that  on  the  manu- 
factured article,  can,  in  this  instance,  only  be  attained 
by  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  former;  and  that  such  a 
measure,  whilst  it  would  duly  encourage  the  American 
mechanics,  and  lessen  the  tax  upon  consumers,  would  not 
be  injurious  to  the  owners  of  the  rich  and  valuable  iron 
mines  of  the  United  States;  and,  so  far  from  diminishing' 
the  resources  of  the  country,  that  such  a  measure  would 
add  g^atly  to  the  comforts  of  the  people,  and  promote 
their  prosperity  in  peace,  and  security  m  war.  Nothing* 
can  be  more  obvious  than  the  position  assumed  by  the  pe- 
titioners, that,  to  preserve  this  ••  due  proportion,"  the 
same  protection  must  be  afforded  to  their  ^industry  that  is 
extended  to  the  iron  masters:  but  as  the  latter  has  been 
shown  (according  to  the  statement  of  the  blacksmiths)  to 
be  equal  to  from  one  hundred  and  fifly-nine  to  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  per  cent.,  it  follows  that  the  duties 
upon  hardware  must  be  augmented  to  an  amount  which 
would  not  only  be  manifestly  unjust,  but  altogether  im- 
practicable. 

The  committee  believe,  with  the  petitioners,  that  if  such 
exorbitant  duties  could  be  imposed  upon  hardware,  so 
far  from  benefiting  any  class  of^the  community,  it  would 
tend  to  introduce  smuggling  and  evasions  of  the  revenue, 
and  lead  extensively  to  the  substitution  of  hemp,  leather, 
wood,  and  other  cheap  materials,  for  the  iron  which  is  now 
used.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  nation  to  introduce  iron 
as  extensively  as  possible  into  the  consumption  of  the 
people,  because  it  is,  of  all  known  materials,  the  strongest,, 
the  most  durable,  and  capable  of  being  applied  to  the 
greatest  variety  of  uses.  All  experience  has  shown  that 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  low  rate 'of  duty,  and  conse- 
quent cheapness  of  the  raw  material,  is  the  general  use  of 
this  aKtcle.  In  this  respect  ^e-  present  condition  of 
England  and  France  furnishes  an  admirabfe  commentary 
on  the  impolicy  of  the  protecting  system,  when  applied  to 
an  article  of  such  primary  necessity,  and  which  contributes 
so  essentially  to  the  comfort,  prosperity,  and  improvement 
of  the  people.  It  is  stated,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
moderate  auty  and  I6w  price  6£  iron  in  England,  the  con- 
sumption of  iron  in  that  country,  in  comparison  with  that 
of  France,  (where  the  protecting  system  has  been  carried 
to  the  utmost  extent,)  IS  (in  proposrtion  to  population)  as 
thirteen  to  one;  and  we  learn  from  the  most  authentic 
sources,  that  the  consequence  is  every  where  to  be  traced 
in  the  more  highly  improved  state  ot  agriculturo  and  tlie 
mechanic  arts  throughout  Great  Britain,  while  in  France 
the'  eye  u  every  where  offended  by  the  rude  machinery 
and  coarse  implements  of  husbandry  which  the  people  are 
constrained  by  the  impolicy  of  their  laws  to  use.  In  Eng- 
land, the  low  duty  has  greatly  enlarged  the  consumption 
of  iron,  and  increased  the  production  of  their  mines,  while 
in  France  the  high  duties  have  produced  directly  the  con- 
trary results. 

Every  dictate  of  justice,  and  every^  consideration  of 
sound  policy,  therefore,  combine  in  bringing  the  commit- 
tee to  the  conclusion  that  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to 
relief^  and  they  are  convinced  that  this  relief  can  only  be 
afforded  by  reducing  the  duty  on  raw  iron,  as  prayed  for 
in  the  petition— a  measure  which,  they  are  satisfied,  would 
be  attended  with  the  happiest  consequences  to  the  whole 
community.  By  reducing  the  duty  on  raw  iron,  this  ma- 
terial, and  every  article  of  hardware,  could  be  furnished 
to  the  consumers  at  a  more  moderate  price.*  By  the  law 
as  it  now  stands,  every  farmer  in  the  country  pays  a  tax 

*  Mr.  Sarehvt  ttstM^  **  tliat,  if  he  eoold  get  bii  inn  IVrejof  dutf,  he 
wouldcoiiira«t  tofViriiish  cut  mils  at  3|  ci-ntt  per  ]K>und:  tbey  .now 
•tril  (ur  fi|  ci'nts.  Hv  would  make  wmuglit  natU  at  an  aiiiouni  less  by 
thfc  duty,  that  irtotay,  at  5  cenu  Icm  than  the  present  priee.*'  Sim)- 
lar  nfduetiona  in  price  woald  protMhIy  h«  produced  in  most  de«cr)p- 
tittns  of  hardware.  Mr*  Sarehet  eatimatea  that,  of  **  the  47,000  tons 
of  hardware  now  annually  imported,  3f,000  tons  yoold  be  manufhe- 
tUKd  in  tbia  country.** 


equal,  it  is  believed,  on  an  average,  to  forty  doDan  en 
every  hundfed  dollars'  worth  of  iron  wliich  he  coMonei 
An  abundant  supply  of  cheap  iron,  while  it  wouM  prti 
new  impulse  to  the  industry  of  our  mechanics,  wouW  sup- 
ply tlie  wants  of  all  other  classes  of  our  fellGW-citizcns  bt 
furnishing  a  better  article,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate.   The 
foreign,  aidded  to  the  domestic  competition,  would  brin; 
down  the  prices  of  bar  iron,  as  well  as  of  hardware,  to 
the  lowest  rate  at  which  they  could  be  furniehed.   hm 
would  be  much  more  generally  used,  and  eveiy  man  in 
the  country- would  be  relieved  from  a  portion  of  the  ttie 
which  he  now  bears.     And  why,  let  us  ask,  sboald  tbs 
blessing  ^ot  be  bestowed  upon  the  people }    Because  it  is 
feared  that  the  profits  of  tne  iron  roasters  weuld  be  ky 
sened;  that,  possibly,  a  few  iron  mines  would  be  thron 
out  of  use,  and  the  supply  of  American  iron  be  diiniri:- 
cd.     That  a  diminution  in  the  price  of  iron  might  csu«i 
few  worn  out  and  worthless  mines  (forced  into  existence. 
and  sustained   by  the  bounty)  to  be  given  up,  and  mi^*-, 
in  Some  instances,  lessen  the  profits  of  the  iron  masJen, 
is  not  improbable)  but  that  the  rich  mines  of  PeniusTtn- 
nia,  or  of  the  Western  country,  would  be  abandoned,  th? 
committee  cannot  bring  themselves  to  believe.    Most»J 
these  mines,  It  has  been  shown,  &re  out  of  the  reicb  rf 
foreigfn  competition.*     They  were  profitably  worked  bf- 
fore  the  revolution,  and  flourished  under  a  protecting cuty 
of  only  five  per  cent.     The  fresh  impulse  that  woultlbi 
given  to  the  industry  of  the  country,  the  increase  in  thi 
consumption  of  iron,  and  the  consequent  enlargement  t/ 
the  demand,   would,  it  is  most  confidently  believed,  prt- 
duce  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  production  of  cer 
mines {  while  the  great  addition  to  the  number,  andcotx 
quent  improvement  in  the  skill,  of  our  artisans  and  r»- 
chanics,  would  enlarge,  in  an  equal  degree,  the  resource* 
of  the  cmmtry  in  peace  and  in  war.     In  eyfcry  vietrofA: 
subject,  therefore,  the  committee  is  satisfied  that  the  rlie: 
prayed  for  by  tlie  petitioners,  while  it  is  essential  Jo  »t 
them  from  impending  ruin,  can  be  afiTorded  not  only  ^^^ 
Out  injury  to  others,  but  with  entire  safety  to  the  couTf'.iy- 
and  to  the  great  and  lasting  benefit  of  the  whole  cccbk- 
nity.     Under  this  strong  conviction,  the  committee  f^'f-^ 
not  hesitate  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petit  c-- 
ers,  but  that  the  few  days  which  now  remain  of  tbc  st* 
sion  must  preclude  all  hope  of  sut:!)  a  measure  bein^>^^ 
on  at  this- time.      They  content  themselves,  therefore, 
with  submitting  the  whole  subject  to  the  fiivorabU*  fts- 
sideration  of  Congress,  with  a  distinct  expression  of  tt 
approbation  of  the  committee  of  the  general  vie vs  of  ti» 
petitioners,  and  the  hope  that  the  blacksmiths  and  vor^^ 
m  iron  -throughout  the  Unitt  d  States  will  not  be  dl«cct- 
raged  by  their  repeated  failures  to  obtain  justice;  but  tb' 


•It  onpcOTS   from  1  be   MnJfmtnl  of  Mr.   Senlm,  tliil  "ti:";  j;"*]! 
are  one  nundred  thousand  mtchan:r«  and  Wurkcm  in  iron  in  <ii^'  ^  '^^ 
ed  Siatei,  there  are  prohnbty  itot  inure  ihao  «*tevra  thoinand  p^^"" 
in  all,  t-mploffd  in  i^rcpariuf;:  aitd  makiuc  bar  iraai,  and  tbtti^'T* 
cludii  wood  choppn-s,  coal  bunicrii,  8te.  &.C.,  and  lkat«if  ihr»»«"w|^^ 
ihrcc*finhi  are  employed  in  the  cimntry,  out  nf  the  rwich  of  ^5*=' 
tion.    Mr.  Sarchet  suppoaes  that  iiot  nurv  ihan  thrcv  thoauna  i^i^" 
number  aremtchanics;  and,  to  g:i«e  ihim  impioynrnt,  ouc  **"*^ 
thouund  btncksDiithx  are  6ppi'r5j>icd,nnd  ihv  addition  uf  lifiy  tL^a*^' 
to  the  number  ]>rcrented.t    Fii'in  an  t  laborate  uta it  vartu  »nd  tf  o- ^ 
tion,  enHUuncd  in  (he  petition,  (to  v hie h  the  cunniiti«<.'  b\ $!>»*' 
rc-ft-r,)  it  also  appears,  mat  ihe  whole  annual  eon*uinptiun  ci  ir>^^- 
the  United  Statu  is  110,344  tons;  that,  of  this  ijuanTuy,  »l,>>^ '<:'*:. 
uf  fureif^,  and  35,000  tons  of  American  iron;  that  of  (kesc  ii- 
tons,  only  i7,000  reach   the  seaboard.    Frcra  this  aiauiacot*  •<»" 
appears,  that,  of  ralkd  iron,  ttu-tlcv»iiths  were  imported  in  m  ts  «•' 
lac ittred,  and  only  one-eleventh  in  the  raw  state;  that  d»«?AiBf"' 
manuAictured  bar  iron,  which  conaaa  to  the  teahnardi  conptR^  *  ; 
the  toreipii,  i 
to  the  report 
Kepresentatives 
sc notion  of  iron  which  is  bmught  ..■.^..  ......  ...,......-—,         , 

Aim  it  is  (pay  the  pi-tiiioncrs;    "fur  the  prouciioii  of  ihi*  «r.«i'»"-^'j 
ble  qonntity  of  Aiuiricau  iron,"  that  the  duties  eomplaimdot  " 
been  imposed.  , 

t  In  support  of  tlii4  statement,  Mr.  Sarcbct  reft  r^  to  inc  tr<i  ••  • 
of  the  iron  master*,  taken  before  the  CommiUrif  on  >!»>•«'"•''"'" 
the  Houte«f  R<'prr9«itative«,  in  1829. 
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they  will  again  bring  forward  their  claims  before  Congress 
at  their  next  session,  in  a  shape  calculated  to  comnmnd  the 
attention  of  that  body,  and  to  ensure  the  blacksmiUis  a 
**  happy  issue"  out  of  all  their  difficulties. 


SUPPLSXKSTTAL  BXPOKT. 

Since  the  aboye  report  was  prepared  by  the  committee, 
a  Tneniorial  has  been  referred  to  them,  signed  by  a  large 
number  of  **  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  and  of  those 
friendly  to  the  production  of  it  in  this  country?"  and  six 
copies  of  the  same,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of 
New  Jersey,  have  also  been  referred  to  them.     This  me- 
morial, it  appears,  has  been  "  got  up"  in  opposition  to 
the  foregoing  petition  of  the  blacksmiths,  the  statements 
and  argtiments  of  which  it  strongly  controverts;  and  the 
memorialists  conclude  with  *<  a  deprecation  of  any  reduc- 
tion of  the  present  rate  of  duties  upon  iton."    The  com- 
mittee have  bestowed  on  these  memorials  that  respectful 
attention  which  is  due  to  the  representations  of  every 
portion  of  their  fellow-citizens.     They  have  examined  the 
ground  assumed  by  the  blacksmiths,  and,  having  compared 
the   reasoning  urged  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  are 
satisfied  that  there  exist  no  such  errors,  either  in  the  facts 
or  arguments  relied  oil  by  the  bkcksmiths,  as  to  shake  the 
confidence  of  the  committee  in  the  soundness  of  their 
views,   or  the  correctness  of  their  conclusions.     Having 
already  occupied  jk>  much  space  in  presenting  their  views 
of  this  question,  they  will  now  only  advert  to  a  few  topics 
introduced  into  this  memorial,  which  seem  to  require  com- 
ment.     With  regard  to  the  surprise  expressed  by  the 
memorialists,  that,  after  such  "  decisive  acts  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,"  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the 
blacksmiths,  an  attempt  should  be  again  made,  by  the 
same  individuals,  <*to  disturb  the  interests  of  the  iron 
manufacturers,"  the  conmiittee  feel  themselves  compelled 
to  declare,  that,  even  if  Congress  had  adopted  the  most 
decisive  acts  in  reference  to  these  claims,  it  would  furnish 
no  just  i^round,  either  of  surprise  or  complaint,  that  Ame- 
rican citizens,  believing  themselves  to  be  aggrieved,  slK>uld 
continue  to  urge  their  just  claims  while  any  hope  of  relief 
shall  remain.    The  ••decisive  acts"  alluded  to,  however, 
consisted  merely  in  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, which  never  received  the   sanction  of  either 
branch  of  Confess.     When  it  is  asserted  that  the  object 
of  the  blacksmiths  is  *•  to  withdraw  the  protection  extend- 
ed to  the  manufacturers  of  iron,"  to  ••  build  up  a  new 
fabric  on  its  ruins,"  and  to  deprive  this  countiy  of  the 
only  mode  by  which  a  supply  of  cheap  Iron  can  be  pro- 
cured, it  is  manifest  that  the  memorialists  have  not  under- 
stood either  tlie  true  objects  of  the  petitioners,  or  the 
means  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  attain  them.    It  is  impos- 
sible to  conceive  that  the  petitioners  could  have  any  other 
object  in  view  than  tliat  which  they  have  avowed,  viz.  the 
securing  an  abundant  supply  of  cheap  iron:  for  it  is  by 
this,  and  this  alone,  that  tliey  can  ever  be  enabled  to  enter 
into  successful  competition  with  British  workmen  "in  the 
manufacture  of  the  various  articles  of  hardware;"  and  if 
this  be  a  ••  new  business,"  it  is  one  that  cannot,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  be  entered  upon  too  soon,  or 
prosecuted  too  earnestly;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  views 
of  the  petitioners,  the  committee  can  hardly  imagine  an 
object  of  greater  ••  national  importance,"  than  to  raise  up, 
by  the  operation  of  a  system  of  just  and  equal  laws,  which 
shall  leave  labor  f^e  to  seek  its  own  employment,  a  band 
of  hardy  and  industrious  mechanics  and  artisans,  consti- 
tuting, as  they  must,  the  strength  and  pride  of  their  coun- 
try, and  who,  if  they  cannot  present  themselves  with 
••  clean  hands,"  will  assuredly  come  with  pure  and  honest 
hearts.     If  these  men  have  justly  incurred  censure  in  sup- 
posing that  ch^p  iron  would  be  more  certainly  obtadned 
by  enlarging  the  field  of  competition,  the  committee  can 


only  say  that  it  is  a  censure  which  they  avc  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  share  with  the  petitioners,  and  with  the  great  mas- 
ters of  the  science  of  political  economy,  whose  labors  have 
enlightened  the  world.  The  notion  that  "high  duties 
reduce  prices,"  and,  at  the  same  time,  afford  protection 
to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  involves  a  paradox  too  gross 
to  be  believed  by  any  one  not  blinded  by  interest,  or  labor- 
ing under  what  the  committee  must  consider  as  a  most 
extraordinary  delusion.  It  is  an  idea  resting,  as  far  as  the 
committee  can  perceive,  on  no  better  foundation  than  the 
great  reduction  in  prices  which  has  taken  place  of  late 
years  in  all  descriptions  of  manufactures—a  reduction  in- 
fluenced by  other  causes  than  the  operation  of  a  tariff  of 
protection,  as  is  fully  proved  from  the  fact  that  it  has  ex- 
tended indiscriminately  to  every  part  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  has  H^een  produced  in  at  least  an  equal  degree  upon 
articles  which  have  received  no  protection.  How  it  is 
possible  that  the  high  duty  on  iron  should  have  reduced 
the  prices,  and  be  calculated  to  reduce  them  still  further, 
while  it  is  Asserted  that  "a  removal  of  the  dtities  would 
be  the  entire  destruction  of  every  iron  establishment  in 
the  United  States,"  is  to  the  committee  utterly  incompre- 
hensible. With  respect  to  the  sarcasms  in  which  the  peti- 
tioners have  indulged  in  referen<5e  to  Mr.  Sarchet,  wno  is 
stigmatized  as  a  «*  foreigner  from  the  island  of  Guernsey, 
laboring  under  the  most  violent  of  all  prejudices — ^an 
English  prejudice,"  the  committee  feel  themselves,  in 
justice  to  Mr.  Sarchet,  bound  to  declare  that  they  have 
never,  in  the  whole  course  of  their  experience,  come 
across  an  individual  possessed  of  more  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  of  clearer  or  more  liberal  views,  freer  from 
prejudice  of  any  description,  or  more  entitled  to  implicit 
confidence.  Though  a  native  of  the  island  of  Guernsey, 
he  has  resided  for  near  thirty  years  in  the  United  States, 
during  the  whole  of  which  period  he  has  been  distinguish- 
ed for  his  industry,  intelligence,  and  probity. 

But,  whatever  may  be  tiie  demerits  of  Mr.  Sarchet,  it 
will  not  be  pretended  tiiat  the  three  hundred  American 
mechanics,  who,  by  joitiing  in  the  petition,  have  given 
their  sanction  to  its  contents,  are  not  as  much  entitled  to 
respect  and  confidence  as  the  memorialists  themselves? 
nor  can  the  country  fail  to  see  the  very  different  ground 
on  which  the  parties  to  this  controversy  stand;  the  one 
claiming  for  their  industry  nothing  but  freedom  from  re- 
straint, and  the  other  asking  for  protection;  the  former 
seeking  only  relief  from  oppression,  and  the  latter  insist- 
ing on  securing  to  themselves  the  fruits  of  that  oppression. 
There  is  a  wide  tUffcrence,  too,  in  the  reliance  to  be  placed 
in  their  respective  statements,  (without  intending  to  im- 
peach the  cnaracter  of  any  of  the  parties.)  The  black* 
smiths,  in  pointing  out  the  inequality  of  the  existing  duties 
upon  raw  and  manufactured  iron,  speak  from  their  own 
personal  experience,  and  a  thorough  practical  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  while  the  memorialists  have  candidly  ac- 
knowledged ••that  they  are  not  sufficiently  conversant 
with  the  details  of  the  stibject  to  judge  whether  or  not 
there  exists  a  just  proportion  between  the  duties  upon 
bar  iron  and  those  upon  hai-dware." 

The  allusions  to  «•  English  prejudices,"  8cc.  &c.  which 
run  through  the  memorid,  camiot  be  misunderstood.  They 
are  the  appeals  too  often  and  too  successfully-made  to  that 
very  prejudice  which  the  memorialists  affect  to  condemn. 
••American  industry"  is  tiie  delusive  phrase  artfully  em- 
ployed by  those  who  choose  to  consider  their  own  industry 
as  exclusively  American,  and  who  attempt  to  conceal,  un- 
der the  mask  of  patriotism,  an  exclusive  devotion  to  their 
own  peculiar  interests.  "  The  true  American  system,  in  tiie 
estimation  of  the  committee,  consists  in  free  trade  and  uh- 
rcstricted  industry;  and  they  cannot  bring  themselves  for 
one  moment  to  believe  that  the  capital  and  industry  em- 
ployed in  the  fabrication  of  cotton  and  woollen  cloths,  or 
in  digging  iron  ore  from  the  mines,  are  more  strictly  Ame- 
rican than  that  employed  In  tiiising  cotton-  or  wool,  in 


ex 
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building*  ships,  .carrying  on  commerce,  or  eyen  converting 
iron  into  hardware.  Nor  can  they  bring  themselves  to 
believe  that  either  of  these  Interests  is  more  entitled  to 
protection  than  the  others,  or  that  any  of  them  can  have 
the  smallest  claim  upon  the  country,  except  that  their 
labor  and  capital  should  be  left  free  to  seek  their  own  em- 
ployment, and  to  secure  their  own  reward,  without  being 
burdened  with  unnecessary  taxes. 

The  complaint  made  agsunst  the  repeated  applications 
to  Congress  to  reduce  the  duties,  «  as  one  of  the  devices 
employed  to  impede  the  progress  and  ^extension  of  the 
manunicture  of  iron  in  this  country,"  is  so  manifestly  un- 
founded and  unjust,  that  the  committee  are  only  induced 
to  notice  it  as  a  manifestation  of  "the  temper  and  spirit" 
which  animate  the  petitioners  on  this  occasion.  It  is  alto- 
gether inconceivable  that  the  mechanics  and  workers  in 
iron  could  have  the  least  desire,  much  less  <*  employ  de- 
vices" of  any  kind,  to  prevent  the  production  of  cheap 
iron  in  this  country,  since  their  own  interest,  as  well  as 
the  welfare  of  their  country,  is  alike  to  be  promoted  by 
obtaining  the  largest  supplies  of  tikis  material,  and  at  the 
cheapest  rates.  It  may  oe  true  that  these  repeated  appli- 
cations "create  alarm  in  those  already  concerned  in  the 
iron  mines;"  and  it  would  no  doubt  be  extensively  grati- 
fying to  them  to  be  allowed  to  consider  '*  the  faith  oT  the 
Government"  as  so  far  "pledged"  to  this  system  of  pro- 
tection as  not  to  suffer  its  stability  ever  to  be  questioned. 
But  tiie  petitioners  may  be  assured,  that,  so  long  as  this 
system  is  felt  by  a  large  and  respectable  portion  of  their 
fellow-citizens  as  a  burden  unjustly  imposed  upon  thera 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers  of  ironi  so  long  will 
the  applications  for  its  modification  continue  to  be  urged 
with  untiring  energy  and  zeal.  It  may  be  worthy  of  their 
consideration,  therefore,  whether  it  would  not  be  to  their 
advantage  to  obtain  that  "security  and  permanence"  for 
their  establislmients,  which  they  consider  as  "  essential  to 
their  success,"  by  consenting,  at  once,  to  such  a  reasona- 
ble reduction  of  the  duty  as  would  remove  all  just  grounds 
for  future  complaint;  and  it  may  be  also  worthy  of  their 
consideration,-  as  patriotic  citizens,  whether  thev  ought 
not  even  to  make  some  sacrifices  to  that  spirit  oi  discon- 
tent which  so  extensively  prevaib  throughout  the  United 
States  in  reference  to  this  system.  The  appeal  which  the 
memorialists  have  made,  in  order  to  enlist  other  interests 
in  their  cause,  by  suggesting  that  the  mechanics'  petition 
"  has  been  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  whole 
system  of  a  protecting  policy,  and  that  it  lays  tlie  axe  to 
the  root  of  the  entire  system,"  contains  a  clear  develop- 
ment of  the  plan  by  which  this  system  is  maintained,  which 
all  admit  to  be  extremely  imperfect,  and,  in  many  of  its 
parts,  grossly  oppressive  and  unjust.  It  is  a  system  main- 
tained by  a  combination,  founded  on  the  mutual  support 
of  whatis  called  aa  "entire  system,"  bu,t  which  is  in  fact 
a  mere  collection  of  exorbitant  duties,  indiscriminately 
imposed  on  raw  materials  and  manufactured  articles,  with- 
out any  method  or  system  whatever — ^a  combination  which 
resists  all  modification  or  improvement,  which  seeks  to 
shut  out  inquiry,  and  would  ever  stifle  complaint.  As  the 
memorialists  have  quoted  the  opinion  of.  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  one  branch  of  this  subject,  we  will 
quote,  for  their  instruction,  his  opinion  on  the  very  point 
now  under  consideration.    In  his  openii^g  message  to  Con 


smiths,  and  that,  with  regard  to  such  as  they  have  contn. 
dieted,  they  have  not  succeeded  in  maintaining  their 
positions.  Take,  for  example,  their  estimate  of  the  <{u»- 
tity  of  iron  now  annually  produced  in  the  United  Stata 
By  a  conjectural  estimate,  founded  on  no  satisfactory  dab, 
they  have  assumed  that  120,000  tons  of  iron  sre  nowu- 
nuslly  produced  in  th's  country;  but  when  the  Comouttee 
on  Manufactures  of  the  House  of  Bepreaentstives  oudei 
"  personal  examination"  of  this  subject  in  1828,  calliif 
before  them  experienced  iron  masters,  they  could  not  ob- 
tain information  of  more  than  30,000  tons;  and  Mr.  Sarcbd 
informs  us  that  a  gentleman,  who  not  long  since  triTelkd 
throt^^  the  United  States,  for  the  express  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  truth  on  the-  subject,  estimated  the  wbok 
production  at  only  35,000  tons;  and  yet  the  mcmomlsO 
have  not  heatated  to  put  down  at  a  venture  the  quui%  i 
iron  made  m  the  United  SUtes  at  130,000  tons.  The  co» 
mittee  will  not  pretend  to  decide  Ihe  question,  but  ceruijiK 
the  weight  of  authority  is  against  the  memorialista.  TV 
committee  are  sensible  that  they  have  already  conaioed 
too  much  time  on  this  subject,  and  they  wUl  theitfin 
conclude  with  the  expression  of  a  decided  opinkm  thait^ 
iron  masters,  and  others  concerned  in  these  petitions,  but 
presented  no  new  fiicts,  and  urged  no  argiuDents>  tbi 
shake  the  positions  assumed  by  tlie  blacksmiths,  or  whid 
go  to  show  that  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  raw  iron  ought 
not  to  take  place. 

John  SarehefB  tiatementt  January  31,  1831. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate.:; 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  Pi' 
ladelphia,  "  mechanics  employed  in  various  branches  ct 
the  manufacture  of  iron«"  praying  for  a  reduction  of  t^ 
duty  on  the  raw  material  used  in  the  various  branches  of 
their  manufacture,  John  Sarchet,  one  of  the  petitioco^ 
was  called  before  the  committee,  and,  on  his  examiutiff. 
said:  That  he  u  a  chain  and  anchor  manufacturer,  sb; 
generally  engaged  in  tlie  ship-smithing  business,  in  P^<^- 
delphia,  where  lie  has  carriea  on  that  ousiness  for  the  ^^ 
six  years.  He  has  been  for  thirty-five  years  engagtci> 
the  blacksmith's  business;  has  resided  in  Pennsylnn&iv 
the  last  fourteen  years^  and  is  well  acquainted  vhhtbt 
course  of  the  iron  business  there.  The  effect  of  the  a^ 
ditionalduty  of  $7  a  ton,  imposed  by  the  tariff  of  1^® 
rolled  iron,  was  most  severely  felt  by  the  workers  io  irta 
It  amounted  to  an  addition  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  soic 
equalities  of  iron  in  which  they  worked:  he  alludes  to  £a|- 
lish  commpn  iron.  [The  witness  here  produced  ip«^ 
mens  of  several  descriptions  of  iron  manufactureif  us 
also  of  the  raw  material  of  which  they  were  made.  1* 
first  consisted  of  two  iron  bars,  the  one  punched  for  in- 
roads, and  the  other  plain,  of  the  like  quality;  the  oeH* 
chain,  and  a  piece  of  the  iron  rod  out  of  which  ii  '* 
made.]  The  witness  then  stated  that  the  duty  oaiv 
bar,  thua  prepared  for  railroads,  was,  when  bud,  t«re# 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem }  the  cost  of  such  inxi  * 
England,  at  the  cash  cargo  price,  was  £5  5f.{  andX5l^ 
at  SIX  months.     In  Wales,  Staffordslure  iron  was  *'^ 

lOs,    a  ton  more  TK*    <kvnj»na*  r^r  rkimohinflpitWaSabO* 
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gress,  the  President  specially  warns  us  against  Uiat  desire  "ptmched  iron,  would  be  about  $S0  a  ton;  while  the  co^ 


'*to  sustain  a  general  system,"  by  "purchasing  the  sup- 
port of  different  interests;"  and  strongly  denounces  "  those 
acts  of  majorities,  founded  not  on  an  identity  of  convic- 
tion, but  in  a  combination  of  small  minorities,  entered  into 
for  the  purpose  of  mutual  asrastance  in  measures  which, 
resting  only  on  their  own  merits,  could  never  be  carried." 
The  committee  arc  inspired  with  fresh  confidence  in  the 
correctness  of  the  views  they  have  taken  on  this  subject, 
from  the  fact  that  the  memorialists  liave  not  attempted  to 
contradict  any  of  the  material  facts  stated  by  the  black- 


The  fair  average 


the  plain  bars,  out  of  which  it  was  made,  would  beaUv 
170  a  ton.  The  first  cost  being  £5  5#.,  and  the  duty  M 
a  ton,  it  followed,  therefore,  that  raiboad  iron  could  V 
imported  at  $20  a  ton  cheaper  than  the  bar  iron  outs 
which  it  is  DMule;  and  it  is,  therefore,  nDposnbletopi*', 
pare  railroad  iron  in  this  country  now. 

Since  the  year  1828,  there  has  been  a  fall  in  the  P"« 
of  iron  in  England,  from  £8  to  £5  10s.  a  ton,  "^^^ 
operated  to  increase  the  duty,  in  consequence  ^^ *^*p2 
a  specific  duty.     Hammered  iron  is  made  in  Enghwi  >^ 
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some  of  it  is  imported  into  this  country.     Reeves  *nd 
Whitaker,  and  Mark  Richards,  of  Pennsylvania,  have  im- 

{>orted  it.  It  costs,  duty  included,  about  $rS  a  ton.  Be> 
ieves  it  to  be  a  mistake  to* suppose  that  the  quality  of  iron 
depends  on  the  process  of  hammering  or  rolling,  bv  which 
it  is  prepared;  thinks  it  depends  chieflv  on  the  purification 
by  fire;  the  oftener  it  is  heated,  and  the  liarder  it  is  pressed, 
the  better  it  will  be. 

Before  the  witness  came  to  Philadelphia,  he  followed 
his  business  in  Ohio.  He  came  to  the  United  slates  in 
1806,  and  went  to  Ohio  in  1807,  where  he  remained  ten 
years.  He  is  a  native  of  the  island  of  Guernsey,  where  he 
followed  his  business  until  he  came  to  thb  country.  The 
witness  knows  of  no  railroad  iron  having  been  used  for 
other  purposes  than  railroads,  either  before  or  after  the 
passage  of  the  law  granting  a  drawback.  In  relation  to 
the  chain  and  rod,  before  alluded  to  by  the  witness,  he 
said  that  a  ton  of  the  chain  could  be  imported  into  this 
country  at  $iO  65  cheaper  than  the  rods  out  of  which  it  is 
manufactured,  allowing  the  same  for  manufacturing  in  each 
country;  the  duty  on  the  former  being  3}  cents  per  lb., 
(equal  to  $78  40  a  ton,)  and  on  the  latter  35  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  Tliere  is  a  difference,  however,  in  rating  such 
chains  as  this,  in  New  York  and  in  Philadelphia:  in  New 
York,  it  is  rated  as  a  chain,  which  pays  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem;  while,  in  Philadelphia,  it  is  called  a 
chain  cable,  and  is  charged  at  three  cent;ii  a  pound.  There 
is  no  doubt,  however,  that  it  ought  to  be  charged  as  a 
chain,  and  not  as  a  cable,  since  it  is  too  snuU  to  be  used 
as  a  cable  for  any  but  oyster  boats,  while  its  proper  and 


high  duty.  l*he  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  chain  ca- 
bles can  afford  no  protection  to  the  American  blacksmitli, 
while  the  duty  on  the  raw  material  is  as  high  as  it  now  is. 
Their  industry  can  only  be  protected  by  bringing  down 
the  duty  on  the  iron,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  procure  the 
material  in  which  they  work  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  the  ma* 
nufacturers  of  other  countries.  This  would  also  encourage 
the  consdmption  of  iron,  and  increase  the  demand  for  their 
labor.  The  witness  here  stated,  that,  though  American 
iron  was  well  fitted  for  several  uses,  as  stated  in  the  black- 
smiths' petition,  yet  it  was  not  adapted  to  the  manufacture 
o£  chain  cables;  in  proof  of  whicli,  he  produced  a  chain 
cable,  one  part  of  which  was  made  of  English,  and  the 
other  of  Americaniron:  the  former  had  been  in  use  for 
six  years,  and  the  latter  for  only  three;  and  yet,  as  might 
be  -seen  on  examination,  while  the  English  part  of  the 
chain  was  s611  good,  the  American  had  been  nearly  cor- 
roded through  with  rust.  This  difference  was  beginning 
to  be  so  well  understood  in  this  country,  that  American 
captains,  who  were  aware  of  it,  would  hardly  take  a  cable 
made  of  American  iron.  An  experienced  whaleman  lately 
told  him  he  would  not  take  a  chain  cable  made  of  Ameri- 
can iron  as  a  gif^.  The  witness  here  exhibited  a  horse- 
shoe imported  from  England,  a  ton  of  which  would  cost 
just  about  the  same  thing  in  this  country  as  the  iron  out  of 
which  they  are  made.  He  exhibited,  also,  some  English 
iron  bedscrews.  It  is  impossible  now  to  make  such  in 
tills  country.  If  witness  should  buy  ths  iron  to  make  a 
gross  of  such  screws,  and  were  to  throw  in  his.  labor  and 
fuel  for  nothing,  he  would  be  glad  to  pay  upwards  of  one 


general  use  is  for  topsail  sheets  and  ties,  for  hoisting  goods  dollar  out  of  his  own  pocket  to  have  them  taken  olf  hii 

up,  &c.  fco.     This  IS  a  half-inch  chain,  and  made  of  Eng-  hands.     The  witness  next  exhibited  a  bundle  of  English 

lish  common  iron;  the  price  of  the  rods  in  England  is 

about  £6  5s.  per  ton,  cash,  cargo  price.     There  is  a  loss 

of  from  12  to  20  per  cent,  in'  manufacturing  rods  into 

chains;  12  per  cent,  may  be  taken  as  tlie  average  loss  in 

manufactunng  iron:  this,  of  course,  increases  the  duty  on 

the  raw  material  in- proportion  to  tliat  on  the  manufactured 

article. 

The  average  price  of  such  iron,  imported  in  large  bars, 
up  to  two  inches,  would  be  from  $73  to  $75,    The  witness 
here  produced  a  bolt,  which,  he  said,  was  imported  in 
bars:    it  cost  $78.     He  had  made  it  into  rods  in  this 
country,  and  it  cost  the  witness  $105;  if  made  in  Eng- 
land,  would  not  have  cost  more  than  $85.     Thinks  the 
expense  of  converting  bars  into  rods  in  this  country 
would  bs  about  $20  a  ton:  he  has  paid  $25  for  five- 
eig^hths,  and  $30  for  half-inch.     It  is  much  cheaper  to 
make  the  bolts  or  bars  originally,  than  to  roll  it  into 
bolts  or  bars  afterwards,  as  this  would  require  a  second 
heating.    It  would  just  make  the  differenoe  between  an 
expense  of  $4  44  and  $20.     The  witness  here  produced 
a  shovel,  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the  handle,  and 
stated  that  the  duty  on  this  article,  and  also  on  fryingpans, 
and  other  articles  made  of  sheet  iron,  is  25  per  centum  ad 
valorem;  and  that  a  ton  of  such  articles  can  be  imported 
into  this  coimtry  at  $34  621ea)  than  the  materials  of  which 
they  are  made;  so  that  it  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  make 
such  articles  in  this  country.     If  the  duty  on  iron  were 
reduced,  he  thinks  that  the*  duty  on  chains  could  also  be 
reduced  in  a  short  time,  without  injury  to  the  chain  makers. 
If  it   were  raised,  as  suggested  by  one  of  the  commit-. 
tee,  [Mr.  DtcKRRso!!,]  the  only  eflVct  would  be  to  drive 
chain  cables  out  of  use  in  this  country,  and  to  introduce 
cordage  as  a  substitute.      He  knows  that  the  present 
high  duty  has  already  produced  that  effect,  to  some  ex- 
tent.    The  ship  owners  would  be  driven,  too,  to  supply 
their  ships  with  chain  cables  abroad,  in  the  place  of  hemp 
cables  carried  ont  from  this  cotintry,  which  would  he  cut 
up  for  junk;  and  where  the  duty  had  been  paid  on  a  chain 
cable,  another  would  be  procured  in  England,  and  the  old 
one    be  turned  over  to  another  ship.     Believes  this  has 
already  been  done  in  some  cases,  in  consequence  of  the 


knitting  needles,  and  confirmed  all  the  facU  sUted  in  the 
blacksmiths'  petition  in  relation  to  them.     The  witness 
then,  referring  to  the  petition,  said  he  had  carefully  ex- 
amined all  the  facts  and  arguments  therein  contained,  as 
well  as  those  contained  in  tlie  former  petitions  on  tlie  same 
subject,  and  that  he  now  confirmed  all  the  statements  con^ 
tained  in  them,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  variations 
which  may  have  taken  place  in  prices  since  they  were 
drawn.     Afler  an  investigation  of  the  whole  subject,  and 
a  careful  examination  of  the  present  condition  of  the  iron 
trade  in  this  country,  and  especially  of  all  classes  of  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  production  and  manufacture  of  iron, 
it  is  his  decided  opinion,  that,  if  rolled  and  hammered  iron 
were  admitted  into  the  United  States  at  a  moderate  duty, 
or  duty  free,  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  advantage  of  all 
the  parties  concerned.     In  support  of  this  opinion,  the 
witness  again  referred  to  the  reasoning  contamed  in  the 
petition,  of  which  he  entirely  approved.    -He  stated,  also, 
among  other  things,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  low  duty 
on  the  raw  material  would  so  much  increase  the  consump- 
tion of  iron  in  this  country,  as  to  compensate  the  owners 
of  mines,  by  the  increased  demand,  for  any  diminution 
which  might  take  place  in  the  price;  that,  though  old, 
worn  out,  and  worthless  mines,  which  may  be  now  worked, 
in  consequence  of  the  hi^^h  duly,  mieht  be  abandoned,  the 
rich  mines  of  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere  could  be  worked 
with  increased  activity  and  profit.     Witness  said  he  knew 
that  a  good  mine  could  be  worked  profitably  in  America 
without  protection,  from  the  fact  that  mines  were  worked 
at  Trois  Rivieres,  in  Canada,  where  the  duty  on  foreign 
iron  was  only  five  per  cent.     The  witness  further  stated, 
thW,  from  a  calculation  founded  on  the  Treasury  reports, 
it  appears  that  47,000  tons  of  hardware  were  now  annually 
imported  into  tliis  country;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that,  if 
the  raw  material  was  cheaper,  35,000  tons  out  of  these 
47,000  would  be  manufactured  in  this  couiitry,  which 
would  grea'tly  increase  tlie  number  of  workers  in  iron,  and 
give  a  new  impulse  to  the  industry  of  the  country.     In 
answer  to  a  question  submitted  by  one  of  the  committee, 
[Mr.  DicKaasow,]  whether  an  additional  duty  of  one  cent 
I  per  pound  on  all  manufactures  of  iron  would  not  remedy 
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the  eyils  of  which  the  bUcksmiths  compUdned  in  their  pe« 
tition,  the  witness  said  that  it  unquestionably  would  not; 
that  the  only  effect  of  such  a  duty  would  be  to  lessen  the 
consumption  of  iron,  and,  indeed,  to  drive  it  out  of  use, 
wherever  hemp,  or  wood,  or  any  other  substitute  could 
be  found  for  it.  The  witness  here  stated  tliat  he  consi- 
dered ^e  existing^  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to 
iron,  imposing,  as  they  do,  a  duty  of  from  159  to  280  per 
cent,  on  the  raw  material,  and  25  per  cent,  on  the  manu- 
factured article,  to  be  exactly  of  the  same  character  as  if 
Great  Britain  should  impose  a  duty  of  from  150  to  280  per 
cent,  on  raw  cotton,  and  25  per  cent,  on  cotton  manufac- 
tures. Great  Britain  encouraged  her  manufactories,  by 
admitting  tlie  raw  material  at  a  low  duty,  or  duty  free; 
and,  to  encourage  our  mechanics,  we  should  do  the  same. 

The  witness  believes  that  mnety-nine  hundredtlia  of  the 
hardware  imported  into  this  country  is  made  of  English 
common  iron,  such  as  he  exhibited  a  specimen  of  in  a  rod 
twisted,  when  cold,  by  himself,  into  a  knot,  which  he  con- 
siders as  establishing  its  good  quality.  Such  iron  cost  in 
Wales  £S  Ss.  cash,  cargo  price.  It  is  stated  in  the  Treasury 
report  that  3,000  tons  of  tliis  iron  are  annually  imported  into 
this  country.  I'he  witness  here  presented  a  specimen  of 
hoop  iron,  punched,  and  said  tliat  the  whole  cost  of  this 
article,  duty  included,  would  be  about  $57  a  ton,  but  the 
duty  alone  and  the  raw  material  would  be  $78  40$  the 
whole  cost  would  be  from  $120  to  $125.  Understands, 
however,  that  the  Treasury' Department  has  decided  that, 
to  constitute  this  article  manufactured  iron,  tlic  hoops 
must  be  riveted;  he  thinks  tlus  must  be  wrong:  for  if  the 
increased  labor  of  the  foreign  workman  is  to  have  the  ef< 
feet  of  lessening  the  dutjr,  this  would  be  tantamount  to  the 
prohibition  of  any  American  labor  being  besto  a  ed  on  such 
articles,  which  must  certainly  be  contrary  to  the  intent  of 
the  law.  The  witness  proceeded  to  give  another  reason 
why  an  increase  of  the  present  duty  on  -manufactured  iron 
could  not  answer  the  purpose  of  the  blacksmiths,  that 
nothing  short  of  a  due  proportion  between  tlie  duty  on 
the  raw  material  and  the  manufactured  article  would  an- 
swer any  purpose;  and  as  the  duty  on  tlie  raw  material 
was  how  from  159  to  280  per  cent.,  an  equivalent  duty 
could  not  possibly  be  imposecion  hardware;  and  if  it  were, 
the  articles  so  taxed  o6uld  not  be  genendly  used.  The 
present  duty  on  rolled  iron  was  %37  a  ton.  To  impose  an 
equivalent  duty  onr  the  manufactured  article,  so  as  to  put 
the  blacksmitlis  on  a  footing  with  the  iron  masters,  would 
require  three  times  that  amount,  say  $111,  or  159  per 
cent.  These  duties,  however,  never  can  be  equalized, 
while  one  is  an  ad  valorem  and  the  other  a  specific  duty; 
both  ought  to  be  an  ad  valorem  duty — a  low  duty,  and 
that  of  equal  amount. 

To  show  the  effect  of  high  and  low  duties  on  the  con- 
sumption of  iron,  and  on  the  number  and  skill  of  the 
workmen  employed  in  the  manufactui*e,  the  witness  refer- 
red to  a  French  work,  entitled  An  Inquii'y  into  the  Mines, 
reviewed  in  the  London  Foreign  Quai*terly  Keview  for  Octo- 
ber, 1830.  He  there  finds  that  the  quantity  of  iron  annually 
consumed  in  France  is  175,000  tons.  In  England,  the 
coosumptton  of  cast  iron  alone  is  700,000  tons;  the  ave- 
rage consumption  in  proportion  to  popidation  is  as  13  to  1; 
and  in  the  same  ratio  will  be  found  the  skill  of  the  me- 
chanics. The  witness  has  seen  a  lady  in  France  holding 
up  the  foqt  of  a  horse,  while  the  blacksmith  (if  he  could 
be  so  called)  was  hammering  on  the  shoe.  Witness  attri- 
butes both  the  sm«ll  quantity  of  iron  consumed  in  France, 
and  the  want  of  skill  in  the  manufacture,  to  the  high  duty 
on  the  raw  material,  which  is  three  or  four  times,  as  high 
in  France  as  in  England.  Thinks,  if  the  duty  on  iron  were 
reduced  in  this  country,  the  consumption  of  chain  cables 
would  be  doubled.  In  France,  wood  is  one  of  the  gi'eat 
substitutes  for  iron.  Hemp  is  another.  Leather  is  also 
much  used,  and  stone,  (as  (or  bridges. )  French  ships  use 
hemp  cables,  while  English  sliips  not  only  use  chain  ca- 


bles, but"  use  iron  aU  over  ^e  ri^ng,  to  an  exte&t  un- 
known in  American  vessels.  Witness  believes  there  bs 
been  some  improvement  in  the  rolling  mills  in  ihiscountir 
of  late  years.  These  mills  are  not  generally  owned  by 
the  iron  masters.  These  mills  wouM  be  worked  nure 
profitably,  if  the  raw  iron  could  be  bought  cheaper,  lat 
witness  thinks,  that,  on  the  whole,  as  much  money  is  p»id 
for  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  England  as  in  this  countir. 
He  made  a  calculation  on  chains,  in  Liverpool,  six  yens 
ago,  and  found  that  witness  paid  here  one  dollar  for  work, 
which  cost  tliere  seventy-five  cents.  In  puddling  iron,  8^. 
a  ton  is  the  present  price  in  England.  Iron  is  genenLj 
made  into  bars  by  two  distinct  dasaes  of  persons,  h 
some  parts  of  England,  a  vein  of.  iron  ore,  four  inches 
thick,  will  be  worked  for  several  hundred  feet;  it  vkkis 
from  27^  io  33^  per  cent.  His  information  on  this  poir.l  s 
derived  from  books.  If  the  duty  on  iron  was  reduced  as 
prayed  for  by  the  blacksmiths  in  their  petition,  the  A» 
rican  workers  in  iron  would  enter  into  competition  v:*i 
the  foreign  manufacturers,  and  he  has  no  doubt  thst  es- 
ployment  would  be  given  to  50,000  mechanics  bcyobd 
those  now  employed  in  the  United  States;  and  tlus  in  ad- 
dition to  tlie  midtitude  of  persons  who  would  be  eiBpl:>y- 
ed  by  or  througli  them,  such  as  coal  diggers,  Ubcicn. 
farmers,  &c.  Sec.  Thinks  cut  and  hammered  nails  wciiii 
tlien  be  furnished  cheaper  than  at  present.  If  «ita^ 
could  get  his  iron  irce  of  duty,  he  would  contract  to  iu- 
nish  cut  nails  at  3^  cents  per  lb.;  they  now  sell  fc(  3% 
He  could  make  wrought  nails  at  an  amount  les  b>  il-. 
duty,  that  is  to  say,  at  five  cents  less  than  the  present  pnct. 
He  made  lately  for  a  railroad  half  a  ton  of  such  iwkit 
11  cents;  they  were  made  mostly  of  Juniata  iron,  and  ccufcl 
have  been  furnished  at  ^  20  per  cwt.  less,  but  for  i: 
duty  on  iron.  These  nails  would  have  been  imported,^ 
they  could  have  been  got  from  England  in  time.  \^^ 
Philadelpliia,  he  knows  of  but  two  hands  now  empioTec 
in  making  wrought  nails.  The  witness  is  confident  if  inc 
was  admitted  at  a  low  doty,  or  duty  free,  there  voulii  be 
a  more  abundant  supply  of  the  article,  both  in  pcacetfi 
in  war,  and  the  capacity  of  the  country  to  furnish  arbdd 
of  iron  of  every  description,  from  cannon  down  lo  A 
would  be  greatly  increased.  If  there  are  now  a  hundred 
thousand  persons,  as  he  believes,  employed  in  the  bbcl^- 
smith's  business  in  this  country,  there  could  be  added  ^ 
least  50,000  to  the  number;  there  would  be  an  incretso: 
demand  for  iron  of  every  description;  the  good  Amenos 
mines  would  yield  nmch  larger  quantities;  and  mostoftbe 
hardware  now  made  in  England  would  be  manu^s^*^ 
in  this  country.  There  is  a  mucli  larger  number  of  F<f' 
sons  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  than  in  vorN 
the  mines.  From  the  testimony  of  the  iron  roasters  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Manufactures  of  the  Hou^  ^  ^ 
presentatives,  in  1828,  (see  report  No,  115,  p.  37,)  it  »p- 
pears  that  but  eleven  thousand  persons  in  all  vei«  f^ 
ployed  in  preparing  and  making  bar  iron;  and  tliisindtx^ 
wood  choppers,  coal  burners,  &c.  &q.,  and  of  this  ofiB* 
her  three-fif\hs  are  employed  in  the  country,  entirely  tut 
of  the  reach  of  competition.  But,  of  this  numbeft  if 
more  than  3,000  are  mechanics;  and  to  give  these  ^^^ 
a  bounty,  100,000  bUcksmiths  are  oppressed,  and  the  sm 
dition  of  50,000  to  their  number  preventttl,  which  '^^ 
add  immensely  to  the  power  and  resources  of  the  countr^i 
in  peace  and  in  war.  The  witness  says  he  has  trartrlicw 
extensively,  and  seen  much  of  the  world,  but  he  has  b^ 
ver  seen  any  blacksmiths  so  poor,  or  carrying  on  a  j** 
prosperous  business,  than  those  of  the-United  States  af^ 
time,  which  is  owing,  as  he  confidently  believes,  to  ti^ 
iiigh  duty  which  they  are  compelled  to  payonifopi  »*^-^^ 
not  only  increases  tlie  price  of  tiie  raw  materia]  in  ^^^ 
they  work,  but  lessens  tlie  demand  for  their  labor.  ^^^.^ 
in  tile  island  of  Guernsey,  the  witness,  by  the  hd>or  of  ^^ 
two  hands,,  realized  £500  sterling  by  the  time  he  u^-' 
years  of  age.    .Thinks  this  could  not  now  be  done  in  w 
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United  States.  Witness  knows  of  an  Englishman,  whose 
name  he  thinks  was  Wood,  who  came  to  this  country  last 
spring',  for  the  purpose,  as  he  understood,  of  establishing' 
a  manufacture  of  iron;  but,  after  examining  the  state  of 
things,  he  went  back,  having  found,  that,  under  the  pre- 
sent high  duty  on  the  raw  material,  Great  Britain  was  the 
place  for  making  iron,  and  manu&cturing  hardware  for 
the  United  States.  That  gentleman  had  travelled  through 
the  country,  and  estimated  the  quantity  of  iron  made  in 
the  United  States  at  35,000  tons. 

The  witness  has  understood  that  Miark  Richards  has  late- 
ly imported  a  quantity  of  hoop  iron  with  holes,  the  duty 
on  which  as  iron,  **  in  part  manufactured,"  would  be  one 
thousand  dollars  less  than  the  iron  of  which  the  hoops  are 
made.  Mr.  Richards  has  declared,  that,  rather  than  pay 
the  duty  on  hoops  as  raw  iron,  he  will  re-export  them.  It 
would  be  a  bounty  to  foreign  labor  if  the  duty  should  he 
reduced  according  to  the  quantity  of  labor  bestowed  upon 
the  article.  Hoop  iron  has  generally  been  imported  in  a 
paw  state.  In  the  duties  which  have  heretofore  been  im- 
}0iied  on  iron,  the  iron  masters  have  only  considered  them- 
elves,  and  have  regarded  the  mechanics  no  more  than  if 
hey  were  nonentities.  Boiler  iron  is  made  principally  in 
Vales,  Stafibrdsliire,  and  Scotland.  Witness  has  for- 
serly  imported  many  tons  of  stovepipes,  by  which  he 
ared  sixty  dollars  a  ton.  He  considers  the  law  clear;  and, 
r  a  higher  duty  had  been  imposed,  he  would  have  resist* 
d  it.  Has  not  imported  any  stovepipes  for  the  last  ten 
ears.  The  witness  here  explained  why  boiler  plates 
ught  to  be  Imported  duty  free,  or  at  a  very  low  duty, 
•oiler  plates  are  now  generally  made  of  American  iron, 
hich  he  thinks  render  them'  weaker  than  the  English 
>iler  plates,  in  consequence  of  the  former  being  move 
lelly,  or  liable  to  scale  off.  When  boiler  plates  are  im- 
irted  from  England,  in  consequence  of  the  high  duty  of 
venty-eight  dollars  a  ton,  thinner  plates  are  imported 
an  are  used  for  similar  purposes  in  England.  The  con- 
quence  in  either  case  is  a  greater  liability  to  explosion 
steamboats  and  steam  engines,  to  the  great  loss  of  pro- 
irty  and  of  life,  and  the  diminution  of  safety  and  comfort 
travelling'.  Since  1817,  there  has  not  been  a  single  in- 
ince  of  the  bursting  of  a  steamboat  in  England,  and  not 
e  on  the  St.  LAwrence,  while  in  this  country,  since  the 
sn'mg  of  navigation  in  the  year  1830,  there  have  been  ntf 
5  than  fifteen  or  sixteen.  If  steam  engines  could  be 
x:ured  cheaper  in  this  country,  their  number  would  be 
^atly  jnereftsed,  and  they  would  be  applied  to  a  variety 
uses  from  which  they  are  now  excluded  in  vai'ious 
.nches  of  xnanu&ctures,  and  especially  of  iron.  Wit- 
B  would  hiiBself  have  had^ne  in  the  establishment  un- 
his  care,  if  the  duty  had  been  less,  and  many  others  in 
iadelphia  would  have  done  the  same.  The  witness, 
thoae  who  are  acting  with  him,  come  here,  not  to  ask 
vor,  but  sheer  justice;  and,  while  looking  to  their  own 
rests,  they  are  equally  mindful  of  the  interests  of  the 
»le  country. 

JOHN  SARCHET. 

ubscribed  and  affirmed  to  before  the  subscriber,  a  jus- 
of  the  peace  of  Washington  county,  District  of  Co- 
bia,  February  7,  1831. 

ROBERT  CLARKE. 

NoTx  by  Mr.  SAacasT. 

find  by  the  books  of  James  Drinker,  of  Philadelphia, 
he  exported  iron  to  England  in  the  years  1771,  % 
*3 ;  that  bar  iron  is  charged  in  tlie  said  books  at  twenty 
ng^s  per  cwt.,  Pennsylvania  currency,  or  ^  66  2-3 
;,  equal  to  ^3  33  1-3  cents  per  ton;  that  the  same  iron 
at  J^15  IO9.  sterling  per  ton  in  Bristol,  England;  that 
roTX.  is  invoiced  at  |»22  and  $22  66  2-3  cents  per  ton; 
best  common  flour  sold,  according  to  said  books,  at 
5  ^  cents  per  cwt.  5  superfine  at  $3  13i  cents  per  cwt. ; 
rlicat  sold  at  one  dollar  per-  bushel  by  the  quantity. 
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Indian  corn  at  fifty-one  and  fifly-two  cents  per  bushel; 
from  which  I  conclude  that  labor  rated  at  about  the  same 
as  at  tliia  time.  An  extract  from  the  said  books  is  now 
handed  to  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
Senate. 


INCREASE  OF  PAY  OF  CAPTAINS  IN  THE  NAVY 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Hr.  Dorset,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
whom  Was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  relates  to  the  navy,  made  the  following  report,  (on 
so  much  thereof  as  recommends  an  increase  of  the 
navy  pay:) 

That,  in  the  infancy  of  the  Government,  when  the  na- 
tional treasury  was  oppressed  with  a  heavy  debt,  and  the 
resources  of  our  country  for  the  purposes  of  national  re- 
venue had  not  been  fully  developed,  statesmen  of  un- 
€|Uestionable  patriotism,  and  eminent  political  sagacity,  re- 
sisted the  policy  of  creating  a  permanent  national  navy, 
under  a  belief  tliat  the  expenses  thereof  would  be  too 
oppressive  on  the  people,  and  who  also  feared  that  our 
vessels  of  war  could  not  contend,  with  any  expectation  of 
conquest,  with  the  old  navies  of  Europe,  and  predicted, 
that,  whenever  they  should  put  to  sea  in  time  of  war, 
they  were  destined  to  flatter  the  pride,  and  to  increase 
the  fleets,  of  our  enemies. 

The  depredations  committed  on  our  commerce,  and 
the  wrongs  inflieted  on  our  seamen,  by  the  corsurs  of  Al- 
giers, at  length  induced  Congress,  in  1794,  to  provide  for 
the  building  of  a  few  vessels  of  war. 

To  raise  the  funds  necessary  for  this  purpose,  an  addi* 
tional  duty  was  laid  on  the  importation  of  certain  enume- 
rated articles,  and  a  loan  was  authorized,  reimbursable 
from  the  pf  oceeds  of  these  duties.  In  1797  and  1798» 
the  cruisers  of  France  entered  within  our  jurisdictional 
limits,  captured  the  visssels  of  her  enemy,  and  committed 
spoliations  on  our  commerce. 

To  repress  these  lawless  acts  of  aggression.  Congress 
provided  for  a  further  increase  of  our  navy.  The  pres- 
sure on  the  national  revenue  had  net  then  been  lessened, 
neither  had  those  doubts  and  fears  as  to  the  policy  of  cre- 
ating a  permanent  navy  subsided.  These  acts  did  not, 
look  to  such  an  establishment.  They  owed  their  origin 
to  the  immediate  necessities  of  the  nation  for  maritime 
defence,  and  were  to  be  inoperative  if  peace  should  be 
restored. 

This  indispomtion  towards  a  pennanent  navy,  the  tem- 
porary character  of  the  service,  and  the  necesnty  for  the 
immediate  addition  to  the  public  burdens  which  this  in- 
crease of  our  naval  armament  imposed,  must  have  in- 
duced Congress  to  have  graduated  the  navy  pay  as  low  as 
practicable  consistently  with  the  public  service.  No  cer^ 
taiii  and  regular  addition  has  since  been  m^e  to  it. 
The  brilliant  achievements  of  the  navy  during  the  late 
war  produced  a  revolution  in  the  public  opinion  in  its  fa- 
vor. The  nation  became  convinced  of  the  expediency 
of  fostering  its  growth,  and  that  the  pay  of  its  gaUant  offi- 
cers was  too  small;  and  Congress,  by  the  act  of  1815, 
vested  in  the  President  a  discretionary  power  of  enlarg- 
ing it  twenty-five-  per  cent.,  whenever  tue  nature  of  the 
service  in  which  the  navy  should  be  employed,  should,  in 
his  judgment,  require  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  late  war  the  public  debt  luid  been 
much  increased.  An  anzi^y  for  its  prompt  reduction 
pervaded  the  community. 

A  system  of  general  retrenchment  was. adopted  by  Con- 
gress, and  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  the  Preai-  . 
dent  by  the  act  of  1815  was  withdrawn  by  the  act  of 
February,  1817. 

The  committee  submit,  herewith,  a  tabular  statement, 
allowing  the  navy  pay  from  1794  until  the  present  time. 
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Ihereaae  of  Pay  of  Captaint^ 


Congress,  after  many  appeals  to  its  munificence  and 
justice,  expressed  its  conviction  that  the  pay  of  lieuten- 
ants aiul  surgeons  in  the  navy  was  inadequate,  and,  by  the 
acts  of  1818  and  1828,  increased  theirs. 

The  committee  have  presented  this  historical  account 
of  the  rise,  progress,  and  present  state  of  the  navy  pay, 
to  aid  Congress  in  its  deliberations  on  the  question  now 
presented.  Do  justice  and  sound  policy  require  an  in- 
crease of  the  pay  of  captains  and  masters  commandant? 

The  late  and  present  Chief  Magistrate  (notwitlistand- 
ing  his  solicitude  to  prevent  any  diversion  of  the  revenue 
from  the  early  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt)  have, 
in  their  annual  communications,  earnestly  recommended 
to  Congress  to  increase  the  navy  pay. 

The  committee  mean  not  to  advocate  the  degrading  doc- 
trine, that  the  recommendations  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
ought,  without  inquiry,  to  be  adopted;  but  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  his  opinion,  communicated  to  Cong^ss  on  his 
high  responsibility,  as  to  the  expediency  of  measures  with- 
in his  own  immediate  and  personal  knowledge  and  obser- 
vation, is  entitled  to  very  high  consideration. 

His  military  life  eminently  qualifies  him  to  judg^  as  to 
the  expenses' necessarily  incurfed  by  officers  in  either 
branch  of  thepublic  defenpe. 

Distributive  justice  requires  that  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  officers  of  equal  gi'ade,  rendering  like  services, 
discharging  like  duties,  and  exposed  to  like  dangers, 
should  approximate.  A  legislation  which  neglects  this 
great  fundamental  principle  of  national  justice,  engen- 
ders repintngfs,  dissatisfaction,  and  jealousies.  It  cannot 
but  be  regretted  that  the  laws  of  Congress  furnish,  in  re- 
lation to  the  army  and  navy,  most  glaring  departures  from 
this  harmonizing  principle.  The  relative  rank  o(the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy  is  g^raduated  thus: 
t^  A  captain  under  five  years,  whose  pay  is  one  -thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  ranks  with  a  lieutenant 
colonel,  who  receives  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy-two  dollan  and  thirty-two  6ents. 

A  captain  over  five  years,  and  under  ten,  ranks  with  a 
colonel,  who  receives  two-  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty^one  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

A  captain  over  ten  years,  and  under  fifteen,  ranks  with 
a  brigadier  gene^l,  who  receives  four  tliousand  ibur  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents* 

A  captain  over  fifteen  years  ranks  with  a  major  general, 
who  re<^eives  six  thousimd  five  hundred  and  twelve  dol- 
lars and  nxty-four  cents. 

A  master  commandant,  whose  pay  is  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars,  ranks  with  a  major^  who 
receives  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  six  dollars  and 
Airty-two  cents. 

The  land  ofi^cer  is  selected  in  his  youth,  placed  under 
the  control  of  professors  eminent  for  their  moral  worth 
and  scientific  attainments,  and  paid  by  the  Government. 
After  remaininr  four  years  in  this  state  of  pupilage  and 
probation,  he  is  called  into  the  army,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  appointed  to  services,  canning  with  them  pay. and 
emoluments  greater  than  those  of  a  sea  officer  who  may 
have  spent  twenty  years  in  the  service. 

No  system  of  instruction  at  the  public  expense  has 
been  adopted  for  the  navy  service. 

The  midshipman  may  devote  any  portion  of  his  time 
which  can  be  spared  from  his  naval  duties,  to  obtain  iti- 
■tniction  in  the  line  of  his  profession,  and  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. 

This  is  not  the  only  inequality.  The  various  grades  of 
rank  in  the  army  gpve  room  for  promotion.  It  is  not  so 
with  the  naval  service.  The  captain  of  to-day,  notwitli- 
staading  he  may  remain  in  the  public  service  during  a 
long  life,  must  die  a  captain,  as  Congress  has  not  yet 
deemed  it  expedient  to  establish  a  higher  rank  in  the 
naval  service. 

But  the  inequality  does  not  stop  here;  the  army  offi- 


cer is  rewarded  for  ten  years  of  meritorious  services  Thh 
a  brevet  rank,  conferring  honor,  and  bringing  vHh  it  it 
increase  of  pay. 

The  officer  of  the  navy  receives  from  his  countrr  w 
such  flattering  mark  of  distinction,  although  he  nsy  tare, 
fVom  the  vigor  of  youth  to  the  decrepitude  of  old  a^ 
spent  his  life  without  intermission  in  tShe  exercise  of  his 
profession,  with  honor  to  himself,  and  with  profit  ind 

JpTory  to  his  country,  as  there  is  no  brevet  rank  established 
or  the  navy. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  collect  infb^ 
mation  from  official  sources,  as  to  the  relative  number  of 
promotions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  army  and  nirjr 
since  1816,  and  also  the  number  of  brevet  rank  vbicfa  hs 
been  granted  from  that  period. 

While  Congress  has  thus  made  such  hononble  and  pro- 
vident provinon  for  the  gallant  officers  of  the  anny.tbose 
of  the  navy  (who  have,  with  such  consummate  valor,  ad- 
mirable skill,  and  noble  daring,  sustained  the  honor  d 
our  in&nt  flag  against  every  foe,  and  who,  at  the  pro«i- 
est  period  of  the  naval  glory  of  England,  dispelled,  br 
successive  victories,  that  confidence  in  her  naval  inritc- 
bility,  which  a  series  of  brilliant  and  extenninatinf  tri' 
umphs  over  the  combined  navies  of  Europe  had  produceii,' 
have  experienced  from  Congress  a  mortifying  indifferecc 
to  every  appeal  and  commendation  made  to  it,  to  approii- 
mate  their  pay  to  that  of  the  army. 

Is  there  any  thing  in  the  character  of  the  two  scrricw 
Vhich  vindicates  this  disparity  in  emoluments  and  boner, 
and  this  indifference  to  the  claims  of  the  na>7  offioers' 
Does  the  army  serviee  require  a  higher  order  of  intelkd. 
or  greater  professional  attunments^  Is  it  moreexpcs^: 
to  danger,  or  attended  with  greater  deprivations!  Docs 
it  impose  higher  responsibilities^  or  have  the  present  incr 
incumbents  a  greater  claim  on  the  justice,  gratitude,  un) 
munificence  of  their  country,  than  those  of  the  naty^ 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  procure  & 
list  of  the  deaths  in  the  navy  since  1816.  It  p^e9entsapi^ 
ture  of  noortality  at  which  (when  contrasted  with  thenoe^- 
ber  of  those  employed)  the  naval  officer  looks  with  tb 
most  fearful  and  agonizing  forebodings,  whenever  be  i^ 
ordered  to  cruise  under  a  tropical  sun,  more  fraugiit  fib 
danger  to  human  life  than  even  the  carnage  of  battk;i 
risk  from  which  the  army  officer  is  exempted,  as  be  s 
most  generally  employed  at  salubrious  stations.  ^^^^ 
the  disparity  between  these  two  branches  of  ournaw 
defence  is  thus  demonstrated  to  he»  that  between  the  cin 
list  and  navy  is  still  more  glaring. 

The  committee  exhibit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  present  pay  of  the  civil  list^  from  which  ii^?- 
pears  that  the  clerk  who  transcribes  the  executive  ordm 

to  the  naval  officer^  and  who  gives  not  to  1ms. official  du- 
ties more  than  six  hours  in  the  dav,  enjoying  all  the  cosr 
forts  of  domestic  life,  receives  from  his  GoverniKiii » 
higher  pay  than  the  naval  officer,  who,  leaving  his  boB*. 
and  while  guarding  with  parental  solicitude  the  li^^  ^ 
his  crew,expH0ses  h^  own  m  every  iclimate;  protecting  otf 
commerce^  vindicating  our  honor,  regulating,  uponahij^ 
and  fearful  responsibility,  our  intercourse  wltn  fore|B 
nations,  and  exposinghimself  in  battle  whenever  his  cous- 

try  calls. 

This  inequality  in  our  legislation  does  not  stop  ^^^ 
here.  The  present  navy  pay  was  graduated  in  1799.  Tw 
pay  of  all  the  -officers  of  the  Government  on  the  cini  b- 
established  before  them»  has  been  increased. 

Either  the  enlumoed  price  of  the  necessaries  of  liie»  tne 
changed  condition  of  society,  or  the  increased  resource » 
of  the  Government,  giving  rise  to  more  liberal  "°^** 
to  the  value  of  official  services,  must  have  conduced 
this  increase  of  compensation. 

The  navy  officers  have  a  right  to  expect,  «P<»  ^^^^ 
principle  of  justice,  that  the  same  causes  sbotild  be  p  ■ 
ductive  of  tlie  like  results  in  relation  to  them. 
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Lands  tQ  Officers  in  the  late  War. 
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The  ori^nal  sphere  of  action  of  no  branch  of  the  public 
service  has  been  so  enlarged  as  that  of  the  navy.  The 
pay  was  fixed  at  a  period  when  the  operations  of  the 
navy  were  limited  principally  to  the  duty  of  convoy.  Its 
most  enthusiastic  friends,  then,  never  anticipated  Uiat  our 
naval  flag  would  visit  every  part  of  the  habitable  globe, 
waving  over  ships  of  war  which  would  attract  attention, 
excite  admiration,  and  be  adopted  as  models  for  imitation 
by  the  principal  maritime  Powers  of  Europe. 

This  event,  so  flattering  to  our  national  pride,  has  been 
realized.  This  attractive  condition  of  our  navy,  and  its 
expanded  intercourse,  impose  upon  its  officers  the  roost 
distressing  and  pecuniary  expenditures. 

Our  national  character,  and  the  obligations  of  society, 
lonstrain  them  to  reciprocate  the  courtesies  which  are 
extended  to  them,  and  which  they  could  not  decline 
*ithout  incurring  the  imputations  or  mercenary  motives. 

The  naval  officer,  when  afloat,  requires  two  separate 
|5tablishments.  His  family  must  be  housed,  clothed,  and 
ed,  and  liis  children  educated.  His  own  table  must  be 
upplied  from  foreign  markets,  and  at  the  most  exorbitant 
jrices.  The  efficiency  and  harmony  of  the  service  re- 
juirethat  he  should  extend  to  the  officers  of  the  ship, 
nd  of  the  squadron,  the  hospitality  of  his  table.  It  ap- 
»ears  to  the  committee,  that  every  observer  of  domestic 
xpenditure,  of  the  present  state  of  society,  and  of  our 
aval  character  and  operations,  must  be  convinced  that 
le  navy  pay  is  not  sufficient  for  these  double  establish- 
lents.  So  oppressive  have  they  been,  that,  in  tlie  gene- 
d,  there  has  been  no  saving  of  money  .nmong  our  naval 
Kcers.  There  are  very  few  of  them  who  are  not  con-; 
rained,  when  they  go  to  sea,  to  leave  with  their  families 
lotment  tickets  of  tlieir  montlily  pay.  Naval  officers,  of 
Iroltted  prudence  and  economy,  have  returned  from  a 
ng  cruise  without  saving  a  dollar  of  their  pay.  While 
e  simplicity  of  our  republican  institutions  requires  that 
ere  shall  be  no  prodigal  expenditure  of  public  money 
gratl/y  the  vanity  of  official  stations,  a  just  and  provi- 
iit  policy  requires  that  those  who  devote  themselves  to 
e  public  service,  and  their  lives  to  danger  for  thjB  pub- 
good,  should  receive  from  the  public  treasury  the 
ans  of  supporting  their  families,  and  those  expenses 
lich  the  stations  to  which  tliey  are  called  imperiously 
pose,  and  from  which  they  cannot  shrink  without  de- 
idiition  of  national  and  Individual  character. 
The  committee  have  procured  a  statement  of  the  navy 
'  of  some  of  the  European  nations;  and  it  is  submittetf, 
Lhat  Congress  may  conti*ast  theirs  with  ours, 
mmcdiaiely  after  the  late  European  war,  1n  a  time  of 
found  peace,  and  when  their  national  debt  was  the  most 
ircssive,  the  people  of  England  loudly  murmured  against 
<lisparity  of  pay  between  their  land  and  naval  forces, 

remonstrated  against  the  lowncss  of  the  navy  pay. 
tso  murmurines  and  remonstrances  were  not  disregard- 

An  order  of  council,  in  1817,  passed,  approximating 
navy  pay  to  that  of  the  array,  and  was  received  with 
cral  satisfaction. 
J)c  committee  verily  believe  that  a  similar  approxlma 


sal  opinion,  that,  in  all  future  wars  with  European  Powers, 
our  national  honor  is  to  be  sustuned,  that  our  rights  are 
to  be  vindicated,  and  our  homes  are  to  be  protected,  by  a 
navy.  Under  this  conviction,  millions  of  the  public  money 
have  been  expended  in  providing  for  the  permanent  in- 
crease of  the  navy. 

At  the  present  time,  when  Europie  is  convulsed  by  re- 
volution, portending  an  appeal  to  arms,  and  whieh  may 
eventually' drive  us  from  our  pacific  relations,  it  is  all-im- 
portant that  a  fair  compensation  should  tranquillize  the 
mind  of  the  navy  officer,  reconcile  him  to  the  service,  and 
render  it  desirable  to  others. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  preceding  considerationa, 
the  committee  arc  of  opinion  that  a  just  and  enlightened 
policy  requires  that  the  pay  of  the  captains  and  masters 
commandant  should  be  increased. 

The  committee  ha\'e  forborne  to  interfere  with  that  of 
lieutenants  and  surgeons.  Inasmuch  as  they  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  any  recent  circumstances  require  any  legis- 
lation in  relation  to  their  pay'. 

The  committee  find,  that,  from  the  first  organization  of 
the  navy,  a  practice  has  prevailed  in  the  Navy  Department 
of  allowing  to  the  navy  officers  emoluments  contingent  on 
services  performed  by  them,  supposed  to  be  not  strictly 
within  the  range  of  their  naval  duties. 

From  the  nature  of  the  service,  it  was  impracticable  to 
foresee  and  to  provide  by  legfislation  for  all  the  duties  which 
the  officer  might  be  called  on  to  perform. 

Much,  therefore,  was  left  for  Executive  discretion. 

These  contingent  emoluments  have  been  productive  of 
much  embarrassment  in  tKeir  adjustment  to  the  head  of  the 
department,  and  of  much  jealousy  and  discontent  among 
the  officei*Si  and,  as  experience  has  now  pointed  6ut  the 
general  character  of  these  duties,  the  spirit  of  the  Govern- 
ment requires  that  official  discretion  should  be  circum- 
scribed by  legislative  provision. 

The  Government  has  quarters  for  the  commandant  at 
all  of  our  navy  stations  except  Baltimore.  The  commit- 
tee have,  therefore,  made  provision  for  one  at  tliat  place. 
The  cabin  furniture,  except  fixtures,  for  our  ships  of  war, 
has  heretofore  been  fumisned  by  the  commander,  and  an 
allowance  has  been  made  to  him,  graduated  according  to 
the  class  of  the  ship.  The  committee  think  it  advisable  to 
let  the  Government  exclusively  furnish  the  cabiM. 

The  committee  have,  in  accordance  with  t):iese  views, 
reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  increase  oC  the  pay  of 
captains  and  masters  commandant,  gradus'ting  the  same 
upon  the  principle  of  assimilated  rank,  ?ja  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

j^  statement  of  assimilated  rank  in  ike  present  state  of  the 

navy, 

'  There  are  in  the  navy  thirty-seven  captains, 
17  of  whom 'have  been  in  commission  above  fifteen  years^ 

and  rank  with  a  major  general. 
3  have  been  in  commission  over  ten  and  under  fifteen 
years,  and  rank  with  a  brigadier  general. 


of  pay  would  be  received  by  the  American  people,  in     ®  ^^    w  "  '?i  ^®"^»«*?"  **"^«»  *«»  «^  over  five  years, 
moment  of  national  wealth,  with  high  approbation.       and  rank  with  a  colonel.  ,       ^    ., 

iffh-minded  and  magnanimous  people  are  afways  pleas-    ^  h*ve  been  in  commission  undcrfive  years,  and  rank  with 

t  seeing  the  vindicators  of  their  rights  receiving  from       *  Ueutenant  colonel. 

•  Governnient  adequate  remuneration.  ^y 

reat  Bntain  giniduates  her  pay  according  to  the  ratings     ' 

;r  ships. 

lis  is  in  consonance  With  the  frame  of  her  Govern- 

:,  which  recognises  the  necessity  of  sustaining  the  Ex- 

ve  Department  by  an  increase  of  its  patronage.    Such 

le  of  graduation  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  incorpo- 
into  the  naval  code  of  this  country,  because  of  that 

tendency  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  Executive  patron- 

e  experience  of  the  last  war  has  produced  a  univer- 


There  are  in  the  navv  thirty-three  masters  command, 
ant,  who  rank  with  a  major. 


LANDS  TO  OFFICERS  IN  THE  LATE  WAR. 
Housa  or  RspasssKTATiVBS,  Mabcd  1,  1831. 

Mr.  Dui^CAir,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  have  been  referred  sundry  memorials  from  the 
Legislatures  of  States,  and  of  officei*s  of  the  armv  of 
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Lands  to  Officers  in  the  lafe  War. 


the  United  St&tes  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,. 

and  who  were  disbanded  at  its  termination,   praying 

that  lands  may  be  granted  to  officers  who  ser\'ed  in 

that  war,  and  were  disbanded  at  its  termination,  and  to 

the  heirs  of  those  who  were  killed  in  battle,  or  died  in 

service,  reported: 

That  they  have  g^ven  to  the  subject  that  serious  ami  de- 
liberate attention  which  its  importance  to  the  memorialists, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  and  to  the  nation,  in  the  ef- 
fects which  its  decision  may  have  in  aftertimes. 

Before  proceeding  to  pronounce  tlie  result  of  their  de- 
liberations, the  committee  will  take  a  view  of  the  proceeid- 
ings  which  have  already  been  had  by  the  House  upon  this 
subjeot. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great  Britjun,  a  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House,  fixing  the  military  peace  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  for  disbanding  a  portion  of 
that  gallant  army  which  had  so  successfully  carried  tlie 
country  through  that  war.  The  sixth  section  of  that  bill 
contained  the  following  clause; 

"  That  there  shall,  moreover,  be  allowed  and  granted 
to  every  such  ofHccr,  [meaning  those  who  should  be  dis- 
banded,] in  consideration  of  services  during  the  late  war, 
the  following  donations  in  land,  viz.  to  a  major  gcnei-al, 
2,560  acres;  to  a  brigadier  general,  1,920  acres;  to  each 
colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel,  1,280  acres;  to  each  major, 
960  acres;  to  each  captain,  640  acres;  to  each  subaltern, 
480;  and  to  the  representatives  of  such  officers  as  shall 
have  fallen,  or  died  in  service,  during  the  late  war,  the 
like  number  of  acres,  according  to  the  rank  they  held,  re- 
spectively, at  the  time  of  their  decease,  to  be  designated, 
surveyed,  and  laid  off  at  the  public  expense." 

On  the  27tli  of  February,  1815,  a  few  davs  before  the 
termination  of  the  session,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Can- 
non, a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  strike  out  this  portion  of  the  bill. 
The  question  was  taken  bv  ayes  and  noes,  and  the  motion 
prevailed  by  a  majority  uf  only  fnur  votes. 

On  the  next  day,  the  29th  February,  1815,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Alston  to  reconsider  the  vote  upon  striking 
out  the  provision.  The  vote  on  reconsideration  was  also 
taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  prevailed  by  a  majority  of 
fourteen  votes. 

The  question  was  then  again  put,  on  sti'lking  out  the 
clause,  and  decided  against  it.  Upon  the  second  vote  the 
ayes  and  noes  were  not  taken;  and  the  committee  have 
learned  that  the  opposition  to  it  had  been  almost  wholly, 
if  hot  entirely,  withdrawn  in  the  House. 

In  this  form  the  bill  went  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States;  in  which  body  it  was  amended,  by  increasing  the 
amount  of  force  to  be  retained  from  six  thousand  to  fif- 
teen thousand  men,  and  by  striking  out  the  bounty  land 
provision. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  the  House  of  Representatives  disa- 
greed to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate.  Oil  the  same 
day,  the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amendments.  The  House 
also  insisted:  a  conference  was  proposed,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House.  The  conferees  reported  a  compromise,  that 
the  Senate  should  agree  to  reduce  the  army, to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  that  the  House  should  abandon  that  portion  of  the 
bill  which  provided  grants  of  land  to  the  disbanded  officers. 
On  the  3d  of  March,  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  al- 
most at  its  last  hour,  the  compromise  recommended  by  the 
conferees  came  up  for  consideration;  and  the  question  to 
agree  to  that  portion  of  it  which  abandoned  grants  of  land 
to  the  officers  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  carried  by 
a  bare  majority  of  two  votes — ayes  57 ^  noes  55.  That 
part  of  the  compromise  which  related  to  the  number  of 
men  to  be  retained  in  service,  was  carried  by  a  very  large 
majority-*-70  to  38. 

Thus,  it  will  be  perceived  that  these  gallant  men,  at  the 
only  period  when  their  claims  came  fairly  before  the  House 
for  decision,  lost  their  land  by  only  two  votes,  and  that. 


too,  in  consequence  of  a  compromise  between  the  twt) 
Houses  upon  the  subject  of  the  quantum  of  force  to  k  re- 
tained in  the  service. 

At  the  succeeding  session  of  Congress,  (the  Ut  of  tt 
14th,)  the  subject  was  again  brought  up;  and  on  i)\e  I3tli 
of  December,  1816,  a  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  bj 
its  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  autliorlzlng  gr&nis  i 
land  to  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  late  war,  and  tk 
heirs  and  representatives  of  those  who  were  kilktlorded 
in  service. 

This  bill  was  permitted  to  remain  wlUiout  any  action  o? 
decision  thereon,  until  the  Congress  in  which  itwasTt- 
ported  expired. 

On  the  9th  December,  1817,  Uie  following  resolutiv- 
was  introduced  into  the  House: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  lav  fcrtl" 
disbanded  and  deranged  officers  of  the  army  of  the  Vnui 
Slates  who  served  in  the  late  war  against  Great  Bi.tiir, 
by  donations  in  land,  viz.  to  a  major  general  1,280  acres, 
a  brigadier  general  1,120  acres,  a  colonel  and  lieuUr-f. 
colonel  960  acres  each,  a  major  800  acres,  a  captain  ii.' 
acres,  and  subalterns  480  acres. 

And  no  further  action  took  place  during  the  scsaon. 

Thus  the  matter  remained  until  the  fii-st  sessonoftie 
nineteentli  Congress,  when  it  was  again  brought  biS^^ 
the  House  by  a  simultaneous  effort  of  the  offictrs  thes- 
selves.  Their  memorials  were  referred  to  a  select  z^i- 
mlttee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  Mr.  Ganiscj^, 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Swan,  of  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Bailey,  f 
Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky. 

This  committee,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1826,  nad?  - 
favorable  report,  wliich  is  herein  embodied,  vii. 

•*  The  select  6ommittee  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  officers  of  the  army  of  the  late  war,  ^rty 
ing  a  grant  of  land,  in  consideration  of  their  sacriticrt 
and  services,  report: 

«*That  it  is  deemed  bv  the  committee  but  fair  and  ra 
sonable.  that  tlie  merits  of  their  clsum  should  be  dulyinrt*- 
tlgated  and  considered  by  the  House.  Their  seycrt  vu 
arduous  services,  in  the  momentous  struggle  in  which  th  \ 
were  engaged,  entitles  their  application  to  the  most  lifc  ."i- 
consideration  that  justice  and  sound  policy  viW  aD-'» 
With  a  view,  therefere,  to  bring  the  suoject  fairly  bef^ 
the  House,  and  that  it  may  act  on  the  question  unincias- 
bered  by  details,  tlie  committee  propose  to  the  Houst  tte 
following  resolution  : 

Mesolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision,  b?  b^. 
for  granting  to  each  of  the  officers  of  the  array,  who  jctt- 
ed  during  the  late  war,  a  c^uantlty  of  land,  acconl-rf^t 
their  rank,  as  a  remuneration  for  their  sacrifices,  sufit: 
ings,  and  faithful  services." 

The  press  of  business  usually  attendant  on  ^bf.J^'^j 
portion  of  a  session  of  Congress  precluded  the  pos&ibili }  a 
a  deliberate  consideration  of  this  report.  It  docs  not  »f- 
pear  from  the  journals  of  tlic  House  that  it  ever  ca^e  u} 
for  final  decision.  , 

At  three  subsequent  sessions  of  Congress,  viz.  tlie  slcc^ 
of  the  nineteenth,  the  first  of  the  twentieth,  and  the  tint 
of  the  twenty -first,  the  subject  was  again  referred  to  ccs- 
mittees;  but  the  multiplicity  of  more  pressing  or  imn^^^'j- 
ate  concerns  having  so  exclusively  engrossed  their  ar.ci- 
tlon  as  to  preclude  tlie  possibility  of  devoting  that  attcnt.^ 
to  this  subject  which  its  magnitude  and  importance  rcv*'^' 
ed,  it  passed  off  until  the  present  time. 

Thus,  this  subject  has,  with  little  internilssion,  b^J 
before  Congp-ess  from  the  termination  of  the  late  war  w^t. 
Great  Britain  to  the  present  time.  ^        . 

In  the  commencement  of  the  war  which  terminated  ib 
establishing  the  independence  of  our  countrj',  p>y  t^* 
subsistence  were  the  only  rewards  held  out  by  the  w- 
vernment  to  tlieir  officers  and  soldiers.  To  their  own  ex 
ertions  were  tliey  to  be  indebted  for  that  greater  and  ^^^ 
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inestimable  reward — their  own  liberty,  and  that  of  thefr 

posterity.     Yet,  notwithstanding  the  great  and  inappre- 

cisible  value  of  the  prize  which  was  to  be  won  or  lost,  not- 

\v'it)istandinf  the  overflowing  patriotism  of  the  country, 

the  love  of  freedom  inherent  in  man,  and  the  desire  to  win 

it  for  himself  and  to  transmit  it  to  his  children,  as  well  as 

the  monthly  pay  promised  the  officers  by  the  Government, 

it  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to  stimulate  the  zeal  and 

patriotism,  enliven  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  officers  of 

tbat  army,  and  to  induce  them  to  continue  in  the  army,  to 

make  them  promises  of  large  grants  of  land;  accordingly. 

Congress,  as  early  as  the  16th  of  September,  1776,  passed 

a  resolve  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  its  army  should 

receive  grants  of  land.     The  salutary  consequences,  and 

the  higli  importance  of  this  promise,  were  seen  almost  as 

soon  as  it  was  adopted.     Many  highly  meritorious  officers, 

wliose  pecuniary  embarrassments,  or  the  situation  of  whose 

familiei),  seemed  to  render  it  their  duty  to  retire  from  the 

public  service  to  provide  for  their  families,  buoyed  up  with 

Uie  pleasing  anticipation  of  this  ultimate  source  of  profit, 

abandoned  their  intentions  to  retire,  and  continued  in  the 

service  till  the  final  triumph  cf  the  cause  in  which  they 

liad  acquired  a  consideration  of  no,  mean  impoKance  in 

iny  hotly  contested  war.     But,  in  order  the  more  clearly 

to  show  tlie  sense  entertained  by  the  country  of  the  im- 

aortance  of  the  services  of  the  officers  of  tlie  revolutionary 

irmy,  several  of  th«  States  of  the  Union,  within  whose 

)oundarIcs  or  jurisdiction  there  were  vacant  and  unappro- 

)r;ated  lands,  notwithstanding  that  the  General  Congress 

lad  already  made  liberal  promises,  following  the  ecnerous 

mpulse  thus  given^  did,  from  time  to  time,  provide  liberal 

jounties  in  land  for  tlieir  respective  State  lines  in  the  con- 

incntal  service. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Irltain,  but  afler  it  was  perceived  that  a  controversy  with 
iat  nation  was  no  longer  to  be  avoided,  witliout  a  sacrl- 
ce  of  the  independence  which  had  been  so  nobly  won  by : 
ie  army  of  the  revolution,  Congress,  aware  of  the  vast 
encfits  which  had  resulted  in  the  resolution  from  the  pro- 
line of  land  to  the  soldiers,  adopted  the  very  same  policy 
f  promising  grants  of  land  to  the  privates. 
By  the  act  of  December  24th,  1811,  the  soldiers,  whose 
iiUstment  that  act  authorized,  received  one  hundred  and 
xty  acres;  and  subse(^uently,  whilst  the  war  which  soon 
ter  followed  was  raging  in  its  utmost  fury,  and  to  en- 
>uragc  enlistments,  the  quantum  was  increased  to  three 
indrcd  and  twenty  acres.  It  was  in  the  army  to  which 
>unties  wer£  thus  given  to  privates,  that  the  memorialists 
ere  officers;  and  gallant  officers  the  history  of  that  war 
iply  proves  they  were.  If  the  soldiers  of  that  army,  and 
en  the  heirs  of  those  who  volunteered  their  services  for 
^Ivcn  and  short  period,  but  who  were  killed  or  died  in 
rvice,  had  such  large  recognised  claims  on  the  bounty  of 
s  nation,  it  is  not,  in  the  opiiuon  of  the  committee,  easily 
be  perceived  why  their  officers,  who,  by  toil,  industry, 
i  sleepless  nig'hts,  ministered  to  their  wants.  Watched 
er  their  health  and  safety,  drilled  them  into  efficiency, 
ought  them  into  the  field,  and  fought  at  their  head,  have 
t  claims  equally  strong. 

Further,,  to  show  the  inequality  which  appeared  to  have 
isted  in  the  leg'islation  of  that  day,  a  bounty  of  land  was 
miiscd  to  the  heirs  of  volunteers,  including  their  officers, 
o  might  be  killed  or  die  in  service;  and  regular  boun- 
i  in  land  were  promised  to  volunteers  from  Canada,, 
luding,  specially,  tlie  officers  of  every  g^ade,  from  a 
onel  to  a  subaltern.  Many  of  these  volunteer  officers, 
h  native  and  Canadian,  fought  side  by  side  with  the 
morialists  against  the  common  enemy;  and  if,  by  the  for- 
c  of  war,  one  of  each  description  sealed  his  devotion  to 
country  on  the  battle  field  by  his  life,  the  family  of  the 
jnteer  wouJd  be  rewarded  by  a  erant  of  a  large  and 
table  tract  of  public  domain,  to  be  an  asylum  and  a 
le  for  the  wldo"w  and  the  children  of  a  gpllant  father. 


while  the  widow  and  the  children  of  the  officer  of  the 
regular  army,  whose  claims  upon  his  country,  by  every 
process  of  reasoning,  must  be  admitted  to  be  at  least  as 
strong  as  those  of  any  volunteer  of  any  description  wliat- 
ever,  had  to  bear  their  loss,  with  no  other  reward  but  the 
sympathy  of  their  friends,  and  the  legacy  of  his  brave  and 
lionorable  name.  But  this  is  not  all.  There  have  been 
instances  where  officers  have  lost  tlieir  fives  in  battle,  or 
in  the  discharge  of  perilous  duties,  and  whose  papers  at 
the  same  time  were  lost  or  destroyed,  in  which  their  heirs, 
instead  of  receiving  a  reward  from  the  common  stock  for 
their  irreparable  loss,  have  b'een  called  upon  to  refund 
money  to  the  public — moneys  placed  in  the  hands  of  theii* 
father  for  distribution,  of  the  faithful  application  of  which, 
in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  papers,  no  certain  evidence 
could  be  produced;  and,  in  the  recovery  of  this  doubtful 
debt,  the  home  which  had  been  lefl  to  the  fatherless  chil- 
dren has  been  sold  from  them,  and  they  have  been  turned 
penny  less  upon  the  earth.  This  is  no  imaginary  picture: 
the  fact  has  occurred  in  more  cases  than  one,  and  the  me- 
morials on  the  files  of  the  House,  it  is  believed,  will  attest  it. 

But  it  was  not  alone  to  tlie  army  of  the  revolution,  the 
soldiers  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  Canadian 
volunteers,  that  the  policy  of  making  grants  of  land  has 
been  confined;  tlie  principle  has  extended  much  further. 
On  the  14th  of  August,  1776,  land  was  promised  to  all  those 
who  would  leave  the  service  of  England,  and  become  re- 
sidents of  the  States,  without  even  requiring  them  to  enter 
the  service  of  the  country.  On  the  23d  of  April,  1813, 
large  grants  of  land  were  promised  to  subjects  of  the  King 
of  England  who  would  abandon  his  provinces  of  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia,  and  take  refuge  within  tlie  United  States; 
and  ^mple  provision  has  been  made,  and  at  different  times, 
recently,  too,  for  giving  full  and  complete  effect  to^hese 
promises. 

In  referring  to  these  grants  to  native  voluntecra  and 
Canadian  volunteers  in  the  late  war,  and  to  deserters  and 
refugees  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  committee  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  in  any  manner  condemmng 
the  policy  which  dictated  them;  on  the  contrary,  they 
believe  it  to.  have  been  the  result  of  a  wise  forecast  of  the 
future.  They  have  referred  to  them  as  an  illustration  of 
the  singularity  of  the  fact  tha^  these  descriptions  of  per- 
sons should  have  been  so  liberally  provided  for,  while  the 
officers  of  the  regular  army,  upon  whom  devolved  the 
great  burden  of  war,  should  be  turned  off,  af\er  having 
gloriously  accomplished .  their  work,  with  nothing  but 
scars,  broken  constitutions,  and,  in  many  cases,  ruined 
fortunes.  It  is  true,  they  had  the  consolation  knowing 
they  had  gloriously  sustained  the  honor  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  their  country. 

The  meiporialists  have  themselves  eloquently  remarked 
that  they  have  sought  in  vain  for  the  reasons  which  shoidd 
deprive  the  officers  of  the  second  war  of  independence  of 
the  munificence  which  was  extended  to  tliose  of  the  first; 
for  although,  as  a  body,  they  may  not  have  suffered  so 
much  or  so,  long,  yet  they  exhibited  the  same  valor  and 
love  of  liberty.  They  did  not,  like  the  refuffees,  flee  the 
realms  of  oppression  in  search  of  liberty  in  a  foreign  land; 
they  protected  the  trees  their  fathers  planted  at  home; 
and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Canadian  volunteers,  who  aban- 
donded  the  country  of  their  enemy  and  joined  a  foreign 
standard,  and  tlien  in  company  with  the  memoriulists 
fought  and  foiled  the  enemy  on  his  own  soil,  it  is  hoped 
that  Congress,  who  have  been  so  munificent  to  one,  will 
not  remain  indifferent  to  the  just  claims  of  the  other. 

Contrast  the  case  of  the  officers  of  the  army  with  tliat 
of  the  officers  of  the  navy  in  the  war,  and  how  great  is 
the  difference  between  them,  and  how  exceedingly  disad- 
vantageous to  the  former.  By  the  regulations  of  the  na- 
val service,  the  officers  and  men  pai*ticipated  in  every 
capture,  great  or  small,  which  they  might  make.  If  the 
captured  was  less  in  force  tlian  the  captor,  half  the  amount 
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Lands  to  Officer ^  in  the  late  War, 


was  divided  among  the  captors;  if  the  opposing  forces 
were  equal,  or  if  the  captured  were  superior  to  the  cap- 
tor, the  whole  value  became  the  property  of  the  captors. 
By  these  wise  and  salutary  regulations,  an  additional  im- 
pulse was  g^ven  to  the  ardent  courage  and  daring  enter- 
prise of  our  naval  officers  and  seamen.  It  is  believed 
that  almost  every  officer  and  seaman  in  that  service  real- 
ized a  much  larger  sum  in  pHze  money  tiian  is  the  va1ii6 
of  the  land  w^hich  it  has  been  proposed  to  give  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  of  correlative  rank  who  served  ip  the 
same  war. 

How  stands  the  case  of  the  army?  If  a  battle  be  won, 
a  fortress  stormed,  a  convoy  of  provisions  or  munitions  of 
war  be  intercepted  or  captured,  the  soldier  has  nothing, 
the  officer  has  nothing,  all  belongs  to  the  public;  no  di- 
vision of  spoil  here,  as  in  the  other  great  arm  of  national 
defence.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that,  while  many  of 
our  gallant  naval  heroes  came  out  of  the  war  with  s])lcn- 
did  fortunes,  won  by  their  valor  and  good  luck,  not  a  sin- 
gle officer  of  the  ai-my  retived  from  that  service  a  whit 
tlie  better  in  worldly  goods;  altiiough  he  may  have  fought 
as  desperately,  and  been  as  thickly  covered  with  the  lau- 
rels of  victory,  as  his  brothers  of  the  navy. 

It  would,  therefore,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  be  but 
an  act  of  common  justice  to  make  up  this  inanifcst  in- 
equality between  the  officers  of  the  army  and  the  navy, 
by  a  grant  of  land  to  the  former. 

The  late  war  with  Great  Britain  has  been  emphatically 
called  the  secAul  war  of  independence;  it  has  been  so 
termed  in  papers,  public,  private,-  and  official;  it  has 
been  so  termed  in  speeches,  in  Congi'css  and  out  of  Con- 
gress; it  has  been  so  considered  at  home  and  abroad;  it 
has  been  so  considered  by  statesmen  and  citizens,  in  and 
out  of  office.  Why,  then,  is  it  not  proper  and  expedient 
that  a  portion  at  least  of  the  s:ime  measure  of  reward 
which  was  meted  out  to  tlic  gallant  and  glorious  band 
of  the  revolution,  should  also  be  meted  out  to  those  who, 
in  a  later  period,  fought  so  valiantly  and  so  gloriously  for 
the  preservation  and  perpetuation  of  the  blessings  won 
in  the  first  contest?  If  it  is  improper  or  inexpedient  to 
do  so,  your  committee  are  unable  to  perceive  it.  The 
committee  have  here  used  the  phrase  "a  portion  of  the 
measure  of  reward  meted  out  to  the  gallant  band  of  the 
revolution." 

The  reason  for  using  that  phrase,  is  to  be  understood 
in  reference  to  the  many  acts  of  munificence  to  the  offi- 
cers of  that  army,  which  have  not  been,  nor  is  it  contem- 
plated ever  will  be,  extended  to  the  officers  of  the  late 
army.  Witness  the  half  pay  for  life  granted  to  the  sur- 
vivors; the  half  pay  for  seven  years  granted  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  who  were  killed  or  died  in  service; 
the  subsequent  commutation  of  half  pay  for  life;  the  full 
pay  for  life  granted  to  the  survivors  by  the  act  of  May, 
1828;  and  the  bill  passed  by  the  House  at  the  present 
session  of  Congi'tss,  extending  the  provisions  of  Jbrmer 
acts  to  all  those  who  by  any  technicality  in  said  acts  had 
not  been  brought  within  their  provisions;  also,  over  the 
militia;  to  say  nothing  of  the  vast  benefits  confvrred  by 
acts  of  1818  and  1820. 

Surely,  when  all  these  grants  to  the  heroes  of  the  re- 
volution are  considered,  it  cannot  be  deemed  unreasona- 
ble to  gi'ant  the  small  boon  of  a  tract  of  waste,  unappro- 
priated land  to  the  heroes  of  the  late  war. 

The  more  ctcarly  to  illustrate  the  claims  of  the  mcnu)- 
rialists  to  some  further  compensation  for  their  services, 
and  to  show  the  inequality  which  has  been  made  to  exist 
between  the  officers  of  the  late  army  and  the  officers  of 
the  present  army,  the  committee  herewith  present  an  ex- 
hibit, showing  the  diftercnce  between  the  monthly  and 
annual  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  two  ar- 
mies respectively,  of  correlative  rank,  and,  also,  showing 
the  total  amount  which  that  montldy  difference  would 
give  in  three  years. 


Difftrence  per  monfh  between 
the  pay  of  offleei*  of  the  laic 

Diffmna 

Uuttjon. 

and  preKiit  army. 

Colonel,      .        -        .      $69  50 

. 

$2.502  00 

Lieutenant  Colonel,    -        73  98 

. 

2.663  28 

Major,         -        -        -        67  81 

- 

2,^1  16 

Captain,      -         •         •         64  66^ 

- 

2,2:754 

First  Lieutenant,         -        54  35 

•                • 

l,9i6  6. 

Second  Lieutenant,     -        54  Z5 

- 

1,956  60 

This  difference  is  owing  to  an  increase  of  r^tioiis,  r^H 
contingent  allowances  made  to  the  present  army,  jwi 
properly  made,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  trd  x 
only  mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  officfli 
in  question  were  not  fully  compensated. 

The  committee  have  not  g^ne  through  the  whole  de- 
scriptive list  of  officers  of  an  army;  nor  have  they  V-^c: 
into  tl]c  account  those  of  the  stuff  who  hold  comm»ss.-K 
in  the  line.  The  grades  they  have  omitted  bear  the  sacT 
relative  portion  of  difference  in  pay,  &c.  as  tho*;  t;.ty 
have  enumerated.  With  respect  to  the  staff  taken  fre~ 
the  line,  the  difference  is  still  greater  against  the  b'f 
army,  as  the  additional  pay  and  emoluments  of  tl.e  id 
is  not  only  greater  now  than  in  1814,  but  the  numbe-j 
of  that  descrij>tion  of  officers  are  also  much  greater,  • 
proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  armv,  than  it  was  dLr;i. 
the  late  war,  thereby  greatly  multiplying  the  chances*, 
increase  of  pay  to  the  younger  officers  of  the  present  ari'v 

From  this  relative  view  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  r: 
officers  of  the  army  of  1814,  and  the  army  of  I8JI.1 
would  appear  that  the  difference  agfainst  the  officen  « 
the  la*e  war,  for  the  average  period  of  three  years,  isn  :rt 
than  double  the  value  of  the  land  which  it  has  been  nr- 
posed  to  grant  them;  and,  as  it  respects  the  inferior  cS 
cers,  it  is  more  than  quadrupled.  Thus,  on  the  score  ct 
evenhanded  and  common  justice,  it  would  seem  but  f^ir 
that  their  claim  should  be  granted,  were  there  noslHklr^ 
or  peculiar  circumstances  of  difference  in  the  tire « 
manner  of  their  employments.  That  difference  U  t:' 
great,  in  every  respect,  to  be  passed  over  witliout  sue?;!*- 
tion.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  a  fact  well  known  that  cujy 
species  of  provision  and  clothing  was  at  least  fifty  pe: 
cent,  highc^  during  the  late  war  than  at  the  prestat  p^ 
riwl;  a  fact,  which  your  committee  liumbly  conccivf,  of 
itself,  sufficient  to  induce  Congress  to  g^nt  the  praytf'' 
the  memorialists.  The  nature  of  the  employracat  of  ti: 
officers  of  the  two  periods,  if  also  considered,  would  tj- 
title  those  in  a  state  of  active  and  desperate  warfare  'jH 
a  brave  and  wily  enemy,  and  who  were  at  the  sametx^ 
constantly  subjected  to  every  species  of  privation  s"; 
suffering,  and  to  all  the  dangers,  casualties,  an*l  \.c  v-- 
tudes  of  war,  to  a  preference  over  those  who  sire  only  ct.- 
gaged  in  the  peace  occupations  of  an  aimy,  howt^r 
faithful  and  well'  the  duties  of  the  latter  may  be  dr 
charged. 

It  is  useless  to  pursue  further  the  parallel  between  \^ 
emoluments  of  officers  of  the  two  periods;  in  every  ^-^ 
in  which  it  may  be  placed,  the  disadvantage  is  pnsentt^ 
in  bolder  and  bolder  relief  against  the  bwve  and  iutfcrir: 
band  of  the  htte  war. 

At  all  periods  in  which  this  subject  has  undergo'* 
the  serious  and  deliberate  investigation  of  comniitl-^  cf 
the  House,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  tliat  it  has  rccciit<l' 
favorable  consideration,  and  that  at  no  period  has  »ny  ut|j 
vorable  opinion  been  expressed,  either  by  the  Housi  *• 
self,  or  by  either  of  its  committees.  The  only  time  ;'• 
which  the  subject  came  fully  before  the  House  for  u- 
cussion,  and  was  discussed  after  the  most  serious  dchbt.:> 
lion,  it  was  passed  in  the  House,  and  failed  only  by  rc^^*^ 
of  a  compromise  between  the  two  Houses  at  the  last  ts- 
piring  moments  of  a  laborious  and  anxious  session  ot  ti|<- 
gress,  (in  which  it  was  indispensably  necessar)'  that  t  p"' 
tion  of  the  army  should  be  disbanded,)  upon  a<lis8f^'^* 
ment  between  the  two  Houses  as  to  the  quantum  o(  f<>"^ 
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0  be  retained  io  service;  a  question,  in  the  then  deranged 
tate  of  the'fi nances  of  the  country,  of  paramount  import- 
ince.  The  friends  of  this  measure,  under  all  tlie  circum- 
tances  of  the  case,  patriotically  waived  the  claims  of 
he  suffering  officers,  but  never  contemplated  their  aban- 
donment. 

From  the  course  pursued  in  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
:  is  fair  to  infer  that  a  like  course  would  have  been  pur- 
jed  in  the  late  war,  had  that  war  continued  but  a  year 
r  two  longer.  Congress  did  not,  at  the  commencement 
r  the  rcvohitionary  contest,  provide  for  grants  of  land 
>  their  officers;  that  promise  was  not  made  until  some 
sars  liad  elapsed;  yet  it  was  made.  Had  the  late  war 
)ntinued  a  year  or  two  longer,  there  is  everj'  reason  to 
^lieve  that  a  like  course  would  have  been  pursued, 
be  officers  themselves  expected  it;  they  conceived  it 
le  to  tliem  as  an  expression  of  the  feeling  of  the  Go- 
Tnment  for  their  sulferings  and  privations,  as  well  as  a 
tVp-ard  for  tlieir  services  and  sacrifices;  and  that  they  still 
ink  it  due  to  them,  is  evidenced  by  the  reiteration  of 
eir  claims. 

The  present  condition -of  many  of  these  brave  and  pa- 
otic  men  requires  that  they  should  no  longer  be  neg- , 
;tecl  or  postponed.  Some,  it  is  true,  may  be  in  easy 
d  flourishing  circumstances;  but  it  is  believed  to  be  a 
;t,  that  a  majority  of  those  who  are  in  existence,  are  far 
)m  being  placecl  in  such  a  situation  as  to  render  these 
ants  a  matter  of  indifference,  or  of  little  or  no  con- 
rn.  Many  of  them  have  since  sought  employment^ 
i  found  an  honorable  g^ve  in  a  foreign  land.  Many  of 
:m  are  known  to  be  in  needy  circumstances,  residing 
the  public  lands,  on  that  frontier  which  they  so  faith- 
iy  and  gallantly  defended,  while  the  widows  and  or- 
ans  of  others  are  in  poverty  and  want;  and  if  the  grant 
re  now  made,  it  would  be  esteemed  as  a  boon  sent,  as 
rere,  from  heaven,  to  relieve  their  wants  and  distresses. 
Hie  usage  of  this,  as  well  as  of  almost  all  other  Go- 
•nments,  gave  the  officers  of  the  late  array  reason  to 
>ect,  that,  after  the  close  of  their  toils,  and  peace  and 
urity  had  been  secured  at  home,  and  respect  had  been 
breed  abroad,  they  would  be  recpm])ensed  by  some 
tering  and  substantial  testimonial  of  their  counti^'s 
titude.  Without  such  a  feeling  as  this,  it  is  impossi- 
to  suppose  that  officers  of  inferior  grades  would  have 
lained  so  long  in  the  service,  as  it  is  notorious  that 
r  pay  was  wholly  inadequate  to  their  maintenance 
he  field;  and,  however  patriotic  they  may  have  been, 
essity  would  soon  liave  driven  them -into  retirement, 
^as  because  they  were  buoyed  up  by  this  hope,  that 
'  remained. 

he  committee  have  observed,  that  it  is  the  usage  of 
ernmcnts  to  give  some  additional  as  well  as  substan- 
evidence  of  the  country's  gratitude  to  those  who  have 

1  its  defenders  in  the  hour  of  peril  or  calamity:  sound 
;y  has  ever  dictated  this  course;  and  monarchs  even, 
ever  despotic,  have  seldom,  if  ever,  been  found  to 
ect  it.  This  Government,  no  more  than  that  of  any 
r  country,  has  no  patent  right  for  the  preservation  of 
eace,  or  for  its  protection  against  foreign  aggression; 

should  the  time  again  come,  when  it  will  need  the 
tance  of  its  citizens  in  a  similar  or  other  controversy, 
>uld  find  its  account  in  doing,  even  at  this  late  period, 
wbicli  it  oug^ht  to  have  done  years  ago,  and  which  is 
sought  to  be  done. 

IS,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
irs  of  the  army  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
strong  claims  upon  the  justice  as  well  as  upon  the 
ditj'  of  the  country,  and  that  every  noble  principle 
ir  nature  requires  us  to  satisfy  them.  Under  these 
al  views  of  the  subject,  and  of  many  others  which 
does  not  permit  the  committee  to  enumerate,  they 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  just,  politic,  and  ex- 
nt,  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists,  and  gene- 


rally to  make  provision  for  a  grant  of  land  to  such  officers 
as  Were  disbanded  in  tlie  consolidation  of  regiments  dur- 
ing, and  who  served  to  the  close  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  were  disbanded  at  its  termination,  and  for  the 
iieirs  of  those  who  died  or  were  killed  in  service;  and  for 
this  purpose  the  committee  herewith  report  a  bill. 

COPY-RIGHT. 

Horsx  or  Hepasskittatives,  December  17,  1830. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
havin|^  had  under  consideration  the  laws  relating  to 
cony-right,  presented  to  the  House,  for  its  adoption,  the 
bill  accompanying  this  report: 

At  tlie  second  session  of  the  first  Congress,  a  statute 
was  passed  to  secure  to  authors  the  copy-right  of  their 
books,  charts,  and  maps.  In  1802,  a  like  statute  was 
passed  to  secure  the  copy-right  of  prints.  In  both  of 
these  statutes,  there  are  provisions  which  are  useless  and 
burdensome,  and  in  which  there  are  likewise  discrepan- 
cies. It  has  furthermore  been  claimed,  and,  it  seems  to 
your  committee,  with  propriety,  that  the  law  of  copy- 
right ought  to  extend  to  musical  compositions,  as  does  the 
Eni^lish  law.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  your  committee,  in 
preparing  the  accompanying  bill,  to  bring  tlie  two  sta- 
tutes into  one,  and  to  make  that  free  from  the  objections 
alluded  to,  but  chiefly  to  enlarge  the  period  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  copy-right,  and  thereby  to  plaoe  authors  in  this 
country  more  nearly  upon  an  equality  with  authors  in 
other  countries. 

The  power  of  securing  the  rights  of  authors,  by  giving 
them  a  copy-right,  is,  by  the  constitution,  exclusively  vest- 
ed in  Congress;  and  your  committee  think  that  the  object 
contemplated  is  well  worthy  of  the  consideration  and  le- 
gislation of  Congress.  While,  for  the  most  obvious  rea- 
sons, the  United  States  ought  to  be  foremost  among  na- 
tions in  encouraging  science  and  literature,  by  securing 
the  fruits  of  intellectual  labor,  she  is,  in  this  thing,  very 
far  behind  them  all,  as  a  reference  to  their  laws  will  show. 

In  the  United  States,  by  the  existing  laws,  a  copy-right  is 
secured  to  the  author,  in  the  first  instance,  for  'fourteen 
years;  and  if,  at  the  end  of  that  period,  he  be  living,  then 
for  fourteen  yeai*s  more;  but,  if  he  be  not  then  living,  the 
copy-right  is  determined,  aldiough,  by  the  very  event  of 
the  death  of  the  author,  his  family  stand  in  more  need  of  the 
only  means  of  subsistence  ordinarily  left  to  them.  In  Eng- 
land, the  right  of  an  author  to  the  exclusive  and  perpetual 
profits  of  his  book  was  enjoyed,  and  never  questioned,  until 
It  was  decided  in  Parliament,  by  a  small  vote,  in  the  case  of 
Miller  tw.  Taylor,  in  the  year  1769,  and  contrary  to  a  deci- 
sion of  the  same  case  in  the  King's  Bench,  that  the  statute 
of  Ann  had  abridged  tlic  common  law  right,  which,  it  was 
conceded,  had  existed,  instead  of  merely  guarding  and 
securing  it  by  forfeitures  for  a  limited  time,  as  was  ob- 
viously intended.  But  Parliament,  feeling  the  injustice 
of  the  statute  of  Ann,  thus  construed,  afterwards  passed  a 
statute,  which  is  now  the  law  of  that  king^lom,  securing 
to  an  author  a  copy-right  for  twenty-eight  years,  and,  if 
he  be  living  at  the  end  of  that  period,  for  his  life.  In  France, 
before  1826,  a  copy-right  was  secured  to  the  author  for 
life,  to  his  widow  for  her  life,  and  then  to  his  children  for 
twenty-six  years.  In  1826,  the  King  appointed  a  numerous 
board  of  commissioners  to  revise  the  law  of  litci'ary  pro- 
perty. They  reported  a  bill  extending  the  period  of  enjoy- 
ment to  fifty  years  after  the  death  of  the  author,  which  is 
now  the  law  of  France.  In  Russia,  a  copy-right  is  secur- 
ed for  life,  and  twenty  years  afterwards.  In  Germany, 
Norway,  and  Sweden,  the  right  is  held  to  be  perpetual. 

It  is  believed  that  this  comparison  shows  that  the  United 
States  are  far  behind  the  States  of  Europe  in  securing  the> 
fruits  of  intellectual  labor,  and  in  encouraging  men  of 
letters. 

Your  committee  believe  that  the  just  claims  of  authoi's 


cxx 


APPENDIX— 7o  Gales  8f  Seaton't  Register. 


21st  Co^o.  3d  Skss.] 


Mileage  of  Members  of  Congress, — Duiy  on  Imparled  Sail. 


require  from  our  le^slation  a  protection  not  less  than  what 
is  proposed  in  the  bill  reported.  Upon  the  first  princi- 
ples of  proprietorship  in  property,  an  author  has  an  ex- 
clusive and  perpetual  right,  in  preference  to  any  other,  to 
the  fruits  of  his  labor.  Though  the  nature  of  literary  pro- 
perty is  peculiar,  it  is  not  the  ]ess  real  and  valuable.  If 
labor  and  effort  in  producing  what  before  was  not  possess- 
ed or  known,  will  give  title,  then  tlie  literary  man  has  title, 
perfect  and  absolute,  and  should  have  his  reward:  he 
writes  and  he  labors  as  assiduously  as  does  the  mechanic  or 
husbandman.  The  scholar,  who  secludes  himself  and 
wastes  his  life,  and  often  his  property,  to  enlighten  the 
world,  has  the  best  right  to  the  profits  of  those  labors:  the 
planter,  the  mechanic,  the  professional  man,  cannot  pre- 
fer a  better  title  to  what  is  admitted  to  be  his  own.  Nor 
is  there  any  doubt  what  the  interest  and  honor  of  the 
country  demand  on  this  suMect.  We  are  justly  proud  of 
the  knowledgfe  and  virtue  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Shall  we 
not  encourage  the  means  of  that  knowledge,  and  enlighten 
that  virtue,  so  necessary  to  the  security  and  judicious  ex- 
ercise of  civil  and  political  rights?*  We  ought  to  present 
every  reasonable  inducement  to  influence  men  to  conse- 
crate their  talents  to  the  advancement  of  science.  It  can- 
not be  for  the  interest  or  honor  of  our  country  that  intel- 
lectual labor  should  be  depreciated,  and  a  life  devoted  to 
research  and  laborious  study  terminate  in  disappointment 
and  poverty. 

Your  committee  do  not  perceive  any  reason  for  denying 
to  authors  the  protection  of  the  law,  to  the  extent  propos- 
ed. There  is  no  serious  danger  of  a  monopolv.  The 
question  is,  whether  the  author  or  the  bookseller  shall 
reap  the  reward.  It  is  for  the  interest  of  the  author  to 
supply  the  market  upon  such  terms  as  will  ensure  the 
gi^atest  sale;  and  he  will  always  do  this. 

This  bill  secures  to  the  author  a  copy-rijjlit  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  in  the  first  instance,  with  a  right  of  renewal 
for  fourteen  more,  if,  at  the  end  of  the  first  period,  the 
author  be  living,  or  shall  leave  a  family.  It  is  believed 
that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  not  too  liberal,  and  that 
Congress  ought  not  to  do  less  than  is^proposed.  Even 
this  is  less  than  is  done  in  any  one  of  the  European  States 
referred  to. 


MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

House  of  Refbesestativxs,  Janvabt  7,  1831. 

Mr.  Hall,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures, 
to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House  relative 
to  a  uniform  rule  for  estimating  mileage  of  members  of 
Congress,  reported: 

That  the  subject,  upon  investigation,  seems  attended 
with  difficulties  which  render  it  impracticable  to  establish 
any  rule  which  will  operate  entirely  equal.  That  the  ex- 
isting law,  if  its  plain  and  evident  intention  is  carried  into 
effect,  will  approximate  sufficiently  [near  equality  to  render 
any  alteration  unnecessary,  unless  a  rule  is  adopted  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Ser- 
geant at  Arms  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  the 
aid  of  each  member  of  either  House,  and  Delegate  of  a 
Territory,  assisted  by  the  Postmaster  General,  to  make  an 
estimate,  as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  actual  distance  (in  a 
direct  line)  of  the  residence  of  each  Member,  Senator, 
and  Ddegate,  from  the  seat  of  Government;  and  that  the 
mileage  of  Senators,  Members,  and  Delegates,  be  com- 
puted according  to  such  estimate.  It  did  not  seem  expe- 
dient to  tlie  committee  to  adopt  this  principle  in  the  shape 
of  a  bill;  and  it  is  believed  that  no  other  method  would  ar- 
rive at  or  approximate  to  equality  so  nearly  as  to  render  a 
changfe  of  the  law  materially  beneficial.  It  seems  evident  to 
the  committee,  that  the  intention  of  the  law  of  1818  is  simply 
this:  that  each  member  is  to  be  paid  for  the  miles  he  does 
travel,  and  not  for  those  he  does  not  travel;  but  tliat  the 
miles  which  he  does  travel,  and  for  which  he  is  to  receive 


pay,  are  the^miles  usually  or  most  generally  travelled,  ficx 
the  neighborhood  or  part  of  the  country  in  vhich  he  k- 
«des.  This  seems  to  be  tlie  obvious  intention  of  tlie  bv. 
and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  members  of  Canjirrs 
were  to  have  any  greater  or  lesser  privileges  in  tiavtirnj: 
to  and  from  the  seat  of  Government  than  other  peopit. 
And  it  is  presumed,  if  due  attention  was  paid  to  thii  prx- 
ciple,  though  there  would  still,  from  the  very  nature  cf 
thmgs,  be  variations,  yet,  in  the  main,  equality  and  justice 
might  generally  be  as  nearly  arrhred  at  as  bv  any  otktr 
mode  of  computation;  imless,  indeed,  the  resfhctire  pr.^ 
ciple,  under  the  supervision  of  the  members,  the  ofBcc^ 
of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  almh 
alluded  to,  should  be  adopted.  This,  if  equallt}-  is  the  o^ 
ject,  is  decidedly  preferable;  but,  if  retrenchment  is  toe 
end  in  view,  a  reauction  of  the  amount  for  every  t^istr 
miles,  from  what  it  now  is,  would  be  the  remedy.  Bq' 
even  the  restricted  method  could  not  arrive  at  equib 
We  have  heard  here  a  great  deal  about  constructifc  jai> 
neys.  Does  any  man  believe  that  it  was  the  intentioo  d 
the  law  that  members  should  be  paid  for  journeys  thcvcA' 
not  make?  There  have  been  very  great  apparent  tmft 
committed;  arid  the  committee,  in  discharge  of  their  te 
in  seckinp^  the  aid  of  the  Postmaster  General,  have,  so  fe 
from  having  obtained  from  that  source  such  certaintra- 
might,  though  very  erroneously,  have  been  wppc^d  ' 
be  in  possession  of  that  officer,  been  sustained  in  tbi^ 
opinion  of  the  difficulties  attending  the  subject,  b>  the 
foUovring  remarks:  "The  course  now  pursued  by  Hk 
Post  Office  Department  is,  where  the  distance  bat  t:^ 
been  ascertained  by  actual  survey,  to  obtain  from  differ- 
ent postmasters  on  a  route  the  stated  distances  from  ok 
office  to  another.  •  These,  in  some  few  instances,  ba^- 
been  obtuned  by  measurement,  especially  on  tumpicr 
roads;  but  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  them  ire  g'vcr 
by  mere  estimate,  according  to  the  reputed  distarc.^ 
in  their  neighborhoods.  The  reports  of  postmasters  fi 
the  estimated  distanOesoflen  differ  considerably  one  froc 
another;  in  some  instances,  from  five  to  ten  per  cent.  Ic 
such  cAses,  the  mean  is  generally  taken."  Again,  he  si}S 
"  No  rate  can  be  g^ven  to  equalize  the  mileage  of  ntr- 
bers  of  Cong^ss,  unless  the  several  distances  should  be 
ascertained  by  actual  measurement:  an  approiimation  s 
all  that  could  be  hoped  for.  Perhaps  the  post  route  d 
which  the  mail  is  most  usually  transported  would  comei^ 
near  to  the  object  sought  as  any  other  general  rule  *J»' 
could  be  laid  down.*'  And,  in  conclusion,  he  obscr*» 
"Probably  the  most  eligible  plan  would  be,  to  toke  the 
most  usual  post  route  as  the  criterion  for  a  general  nil^ 
subject  to  such  exceptions  as  Congress,  in  their  wisdooH 
should  deem  advisable." 

~  The  committee  will  suggest  that,  should  it  be  the  ^i 
of  the  House  that  either  of  the  phins  presented  in  this  R- 
port  should  be  adopted,  or  that  it  should,  by  a  specit^t 
act,  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  AccountiO' 
both  Houses,  who  have  tlic  subject,  respectively  for  c*^ 
specially  committed  to  them,  that  then  the  Committc<  w 
Public  Expenditures,  or  any  other  appropriate  coinmitt«> 
be  imperatively  required  to  report  to  that  effect  by  bm- 

The  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  having  b^ 
instructed  by  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  subj^^ 
have  done  so;  and,  being  unable  to  come  to  or  devise  »f» 
definite'  plan;  ask  to  be  discharged  from  tlie  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

DUTY  ON  IMPORTED  SALT. 
Houss  or  Rkpbeskvtativxs,  Fsbbdaet  3, 1&)1> 
Mr.  Mallabt,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  "  memorial  of  the  manofactuf- 
ers  of  salt  in  Kenhawa  cotmty,  Virginis,  prsyi"?  •* 
restoration  of  the  duty  on  imported  salt,"  prfscoted  » 
the  House  the  following  report: 
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The  committee  have  taken  the  same  into  consideration, 
and  are  fully  of  opinion  that  the  laws  of  the  last  sesnon  of 
Cong^ress,  reducing^  the  duty  on  foreign  salt,  ought  to  be 
suspended  from  fiirtlier  operation.  The  reasons  ibr  ttiat 
opmon  they  respectfully  offer  to  the  House.  They  will 
be  stated  witli  all  the  brevity  which  the  subject  allows. 

The  committee  consider  salt  as  an  article  of  first  neces- 
sity, demanded  alike  by  the  rich  and  poor.  It  is  essential, 
at  least,  to  a  comfortable  support  of  human  life.  It  is 
useful  in  many  of  the  arts,  and  all-important  to  the  g^reat 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country.  Its  value  cannot  be 
^stimated  too  high.  It  is  on  the  gronnd  that  it  is  an  article 
)f  general  and  all-pervading  necessity,  that  the  committee 
.Irish  to  consider  tlie  subject.  It  seems,  therefore,  to  tlie 
«mmittee,  that  the  higher  it  ranks  among  the  articles  re- 
quired by  necessity,  the  more  imperious  is  the  duty  of  the 
xovernment  to  provide  for  its  production.  It  ought  not 
D  be  exposed  to  danger  from  an^  cause  which  can  be 
verted.  The  more  earnestly  this  or  any  other  article 
!Uiy  be  demanded  by  necessity,  the  greater  should  be 
ur  exertions  to  secure  an  ample  and  permanent  supply. 
Ve  should  provide  against  all  contingencies  which  may 
roduce  want  and  distress  among  the  people.  Nothing 
light  to  be  left  to  chance,  when  perfect  or  even  partial 
SGurity  can  be  attained. 

Food  and  raiment  may  supply  the  earliest  and  most 
ressing  wants.  The  great  mass  of  our  people  could  pro- 
ide  these  from  the  soil,  aided  by  household  labor  and  a 
w  mechanic  arts,  which  never  fail  to  spring  up  within 
le  narrow  circles  of  society.  After  these  are  obtained, 
^tiling  can  come  more  effectually  to  the  relief  of  want 
an  the  article  in  question.  CoflFee,  tea,  sugar,  silks — ^^a 
ousand  things  would  be  abandoned  before  salt  could  be 
spensed  with. 

Should  war  again  take  place  with  the  great  maritime 
»wer  of  Europe;  should  other  nations,  m)m  which  we 
rive  a  portion  of  our  supplies,  in  a  fit  of  jealousy  or  re- 
lation, interrupt  our  trade;  should  our  own  Govern- 
:nt  resort  again  to  non-intercourse  or  non-importation; 
>uld  any  sudden  revolution  in  commerce  take  place,  all 
I  see  the  dangers  to  which  our  people  would  be  exposed* 
rhe  means  of  procuring  a  full  ana  adequate  supply  ex- 
in  our  own  country.  I'hey  are  found  on  the  long  line 
our  seacoast,  in  numerous  parts  of  our  deep  interior, 
e  manufacture  already  exists,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  ex- 
t,  in  nineteen  of  the  twenty-four  States  of  the  Union, 
estments  of  capital,  improvements  for  perfecting  the 
cle,  were  daily  making,  and  would  liave  continued 
li  accelerated  rapidity,  had  they  not  been  partially  ar- 
cd  by  the  act  of  last  session. 

r  our  country  must  depend  on  a  foreign  supply,  the 
sumers  of  all  classes  are  exposed  to  other  oangers. 
:  p^reatest  proportion  of  imports  will  be  made  in  qur 
icipal  seaports.  The  salt  trade  is  conducted  by  com- 
itivcly  a  U;w.  It  is  not  cut  up  and  divided  as  much  as 
of  other  branches  of  foreigpi  business.  It  is  generally 
:ived  by  our  ahipping  rather  at  ballast  than  for  the 
>oses  of  profitable  freight  It  is  easily  monopolized. 
merchants  on  the  seaboard  could,  whenever  they 
Kcd,  take  it  under  their  own  control.  Like  every 
r  class  of  our  citizens,  they  are  in  pursuit  of  gain. 
nonopolize  an  article  at  common  pricesi  and  then  de- 
:l  exorbitant  profits,  is  no  uncommon  occurrence.  To- 
Lhe  market  is  glutted,  and  prices  settle  down  to  the 
st  point,  when  monopoly  advances,  and  grasps  the 
e.  Next  week  there  seems  to  be  a  scarcity,  and 
rs  advance  as  high  as  speculation  can  reach.  This  is 
dered  one  of  tiie  most  capital  operations  of  trade, 
rticle  has  been  more  under  its  influence  than  salt.  If, 
e,  it  has  been  less  so,  it  is  owing  to  the  great  domestic 
iction.  Xhe  effects  of  this  will  be  more  fully  ex- 
ed  in  this  report, 
sides  the  common  danger  of  dependence  on  exteriu^i 
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supply,  it  is  heightened  by  a  knowledge  of  the  lact  that  a 
great  proportion  of  that  supply  is  derived  from  a  single  na- 
tion and  its  dependencies. 
In  1826,  we  received  from  Great  Bri* 

tain  and  its  dependencies,      -  3,533,796  bushels. 

From  all  other  places,  -  -  1,030,924 


In  all,    .... 

In  1829^  from  Great  BriUin  and  its 

dependencies. 
From  all  other  places, 

In  all,    .... 


4,564,720  bushels. 


4,114,047  bushels. 
1,831,500 


5,945,547  bushels. 


Even  under  the  influence  of  the  great  domestic  supply, 
during  the  past  season,  salt  in  some  of  our  cities  rose  to 
55  cents  the  bushel;  recently  it  sold  at  42^.  It  was  sup- 
posed by  many  that  the  advance  was  caused  by  a  belief 
that  the  domestic  production  would  have  been  hmited  un- 
der the  influence  of  tiie  act  of  last  session^  But,  had  the 
recent  sales  been  effected  at  10  cents,  instead  of  42^,  the 
country  trader  will  be  required  to  pay  the  common  mar- 
ket price,  when  he  shall  resort  to  the  emporium  to  re- 
plenish his  store  next  spring. 

This  also  applies,  in  some  degree,  to  Uie  country  trade. 
The  great  proportion  of  Northern  mercantile  business  con- 
centrates in  New  York.  It  is  carried  on  chiefly  at  some 
annual  periods,  spring  and  fall.  Country  merchants  un- 
derstand with  great  accuracy  the  condition  of  their  cus* 
tomers,  what  supplies  are  needed,  and  what  proportion, 
amonsr  several  in  the  same  town  or  village,  each  usually 
furnishes.  All  are  careful  not  to  overstock  the  market. 
If  one  purchases  in  New  York  at  a  price  reduced  to  the 
lowest  point  from  some  accidental  cause,  and  ten  days  af- 
ter Ills  neijphbor  purcKases  at  a  higher  price  of  five  or  ten 
cents  per  bu^el,  still  they  both  must  ofter  the  article  in  the 
same  market.  Should  the  highest  purchaser  feel  confident 
that  he  can  dispose  of  what  he  has  bought  in  a  reasonable 
time,  he  will  keep  up  the  price  to  meet  cost  and  profit. 
This  is  equally  known  to  the  lowest  purchaser,  and  ne  can 
safely  ask  the  same  price  for  what  cost  him  much  less  than 
it  cost  the  other.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  the  consumer 
gains  little  or  nothing  by  the  common  fluctuations  of  trade; 
he  pays  for  all  the  profits  of  monopoly  and  speculation, 
and  enjoys  no  equivalent  in  return.  It  would  seem  that 
these  remarks  applv  with  even  greater  force  to  the  vast 
population  west  of  the  mountains,  in  the  broad  valley  of 
the  B^lississippi. 

The  quantity  of  salt  imported  into  New  Orleans,  in 
1830,  was  a  littie  less  than  400,000  bushels.  The  quantity 
manufactured  on  the  Western  waters  amounted  to  about 
2,400,000.  The  present  consumption  reauires  at  least 
2,800,000.  From  the  rapid  increase  of  population, 
3,500,000  bushels  in  a  short  period  will  be  required,  and 
the  ratio  of  increased  consumption  will  rapidly  advance 
for  half  a  century  to  come.  Suppose  the  required  supply 
should  be  imported,  the  importation  must,  of  necessity, 
be  confined  to  a  few  individuals;  it  would  be  exposed  to 
all  the  varied  causes  of  fluctuating  trade.  New  Orleans 
would  be  the  only  door  through  which  it  could  pass  to  the 
immense  Western  regions.  It  must  be  bought  at  all  events. 
Concentrated  at  one  point,  it  could  be  gathered  up  br 
monopoly,  having  unlimited  capital  at  control,  and  dealt 
out  to  waiting  want  and  necessity,  at  prices  which  specu- 
lation might  please  to  demand.  A  domestic  supply  is  now 
certain,  and  may  be  forever  secured.  It  can  never  be 
controlled  by  any  external  circumstances.  Domestic  mo- 
nopoly cannot  exist  to  any  dangerous  extent  among  nearly 
a  hundred  establishments,  scattered  along  a  line  of  a  thou- 
sand miles,  and  where  new  sources  of  supply,  to  any  ex- 
tent, may  be  opened  whenever  they  may  be  re<]^uired. 

It  appears,  by  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  and 
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annexed  to  this  report,  that  there  has  been  a  steady  and 
rapid  decline  in  the  price  of  salt  in  the  Western  country 
nnce  1820.  At  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  the  years  1817, 
'18,  '19,  and  '20,  salt  sold  from  two  to  three  dollars  per 
bushel  of  fifty  poundo.  The  present  price  is  62^  cents; 
75  cents  is  the  average  price  for  the  past  year.  At  Louis- 
ville, the  price,  during^  the  season  past,  has  been  from  45 
to  50  cents.  In  Madison villc,  Indiana,  the  price,  for  the 
past  twelve  months,  has  been  50  cents  per  bushel.  At 
St.  Louis,  during  the  same  period,  the  price  has  varied 
from  56  to  62}  cents. 

It  would  seem  that  when  the  article  can  be  obtained  in 


observed,  one  of  the  g^reatest  dangers  to  which  the  ccs- 
sumers  of  salt  would  be  exposed,  is  a  monopoly  ofihesr- 
ticle  by  the  dealers  on  the  seaboard,  if  we  depended  EoIeW 
on  a  foreign  supply.  This  has  been  in  a  gfreat  iwiaw 
prevented  by  the  immense  quantity  manufacturfd  in  th: 
United  States*  If  an  effort  was  made  by  speculator;  lo 
raise  the  price  of  the  foreign  article  exorbitantly  h'gh  b» 
monopoly,  country  dealers  would  leave  it  on  their  kre^- 
If  tliey  should  purchase  and  transport  it  to  the  interior,  t* 
people  would  not  purchase,because  a  great  stock  of  dcnsfs- 
tic  salt  is  always  to  be  foimd,  or  can  be  easily  obtained,  tt  aic- 
derate  rates.  Before  this  could  be  exhausted,  sales  of  thif 
foreign  article  must  be  made.     Countr)-  capital  woulti  fjl 


abundance  at  such  prices,  there  is  no  substantial  reason 

for  complaint,  more  especially  when  it  is  mainly  owing  to  I  in  the  contest.      Prices  given  to  seaboard  speculation 

the  domestic  supply,  produced  under  the  influence  of  pro- 1  would  come  down  to  prices  demanded  by  the  domeitiev 


tecting  duties,  and,  also,  when  there  is  every  reason  to 
anticipate  a  continued  reduction  if  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer may  be  permitted  to  pursue  his  course  unmolested. 

By  some,  it  may  be  supposed,  that,  if  prices  are  advanc- 
ed by  monopoly  or  the  fluctuations  of  trade,  the  manufac- 
turer can  participate  in  the  advantages  equally  with  the 
dealer  in  the  foreign  article.  This  would  be  impossible. 
It  is  only  by  a  regular,  steady  demand  and  price  that  he 
can  pursue  his  business.  When  there  will  be  a  glut  in 
the  market,  when  scarcity,  when  monopoly  will  control, 
he  cannot  foresee.  An  extraordinary  depression  in  price, 
for  a  season,  may  ruin  him.  His  capital  liiay  be  wasted 
before  remunerating  prices  return.  It  requires  years  for 
the  manufacturer  to  make  preparations;  the  rise  of  all 
prices  may  be  effected  in  a  moment.  ITncertainty  will 
prevent  the  use  of  establishments  already  in  existence,  and 
new  ones  will  not  be  undertaken. 

The  committee  cannot  discover  any  object  more  valua- 
ble, more  national,  more  vitally  important  to  the  country, 
than  a  steady,  uniform,  abundant,  and  uncontrollable  sup- 
ply of  an  article  so  essential  at  all  times  to  every  rank  and 
condition  of  life.  It  should  be  secured  by  all  reasonable 
means  which  the  Government  can  command.  It  is  easily 
accomplished  by  a  Just  improvement  of  the  resources 
which  the  nation  possesses  within  itself  in  the  fullest  abun- 
dance. By  pursuing  this  course,  the  numerous  dangers 
to  which  our  ]feople  are  perpetually  exposed  while  de- 
pendent on  foreign  supply,  would  be  readily  averted. 

The  committee  would  now  allude  to  the  effects  which 
^clearly  have  been  produced  by  the  domestic  manufacture 
of  salt.  On  an  average  for  each  of  the  last  five  years,  it 
amounted  to  about  4,250,000  bushels.  Importations  for 
the  same  period,  annually,  have  averaged  about  5,500,000 
bushels;  the  annual  consumption  of  ail  kinds,  9,750,000. 
Suppose  the  domestic  manufacture  destroyed — the  annual 
production  of  4,250,000  annihilated — what  must  be  the 
consequence?  The  effect,  for  a  season,  might  be,  per- 
haps, to  depress  prices,  because  a  gooil  supply,  botn  of 
foreign  and  domestic  salt,  u  on  hand,  waiting  (he  ordinary 
demands  of  consumption.  In  anticipation  of  an  advance 
in  price,  the  foreign  surplus,  if  any,  or  even  a  drauglit  on 
common  supply  from  abroad,  might  be  made,  and  thrown 
into  our  markets.  A  momentary  glut  would  take  place, 
and  depression  of  price  might  foUow.  But  another  con- 
sequence would  rapidly  succeed.  The  domestic  produc- 
tion of  nearly  one-half  which  the  country  consumes  would 
be  nearly  destroyed,  and  a  limited  supply  take  place. 
This  would,  of  course,"  be  attended  with  the  highest  prices. 
But  the  work  of  destruction  would  be  completed.  This 
great  necessary  of  life  would  depend  on  foreign  labor,  fo- 
reign capita],  the  vicissitudes  of  foreign  trade,  and  of  fo- 
reign and  domestic  speculation.  The  ruins  of  our  manu- 
factories would  be  a  perpetual  warning  against  any  further 
effort.  Should,  at  some  future  day,  the  wants  of  the 
country  offer  protection,  prudence  would  avoid  the  allure- 
ment to  another  sacrifice. 

The  committee  would  offer  anntlicr  reason  'u\  favor  of 
retaining  the  former  duty  oh  foreign  sidt.     As  has  been 


tide.  Here  is  the  distinct  cause  why  a  monopolj  by  ocr 
seaboard  merchants  would  be  wholly  unavailing.  %t 
should  the  country  depend  entirely  on  the  foreign  iiipc:' 
ations,  or  chiefly,  every  one  can  readily  perceive  'it 
danger  to  which  all  classes  of  consumers  would  be  espi- 
ed. Little  sympathy  would  be  felt  for  them  by  those  ist-? 
were  graining  fortunes,  even  at  the  expense  cf  v&nt  'd 
suffering.  The  country  dealers  must  piu'chase,  and  codd 
safely  purchase.  The  people  must  buy  of  the  mercbui, 
or  live  without;  to  no  other  source  of  supply  cooMtkj 
look.  If  the  domestic  manufacture  flourishes,  tbeptoc' 
can  pass  by  the  foreign-  article  with  indiflerence.  Tl«t 
along  the  seacoast  can  find  it  there;  those  in  the  Xoi^i 
can  find  abundance  at  the  great  salt  works  of  New  Yttk 
from  thence  it  is  readily  distributed,  by  canals  and  Uc^* 
to  every  part  of  the  interior.  The  West  can  be  aippN 
abundantly  from  its  own  resources.  Monopoly  finds  a  is:- 
rier  against  its  operations  in  every  part  of  the  coant:; 
In  case  of  war  or  interruption  of  commerce,  and  foresp 
supply  is  withheld,  every  thing  is  prepared  for  an  exit  • 
sion  to  meet  every  possible  want. 

Another  reason  is  offered.  The  domestic  inar.uf»c^cT 
employs  and  sustains  thousands  of  our  people.  T^ 
have  been  diverted  from  other  pursuits,  sSrcady  reci' 
to  the  lowest  point  of  profit.  .The  people  arourd "^ 
manufactories,  for  a  considerable  distance,  can  cbv.t 
supply  in  exchange  for  various  articles,  which  they  hj-- 
to  spare,  and  which  could  not  bear  transportation  to  tb» 
places  where  Ibreign  salt  is  obtained. 

Ag^n:  Four  or  five  millions  of  bushels  of  salt  g«jf|? 
multiply  domestic  exchanges.  The  operation  isgciKni. 
confined  to  the  interior,  and  most  of  the  direct  aisd  itr. 
diate  benefits  begin  and  end  there.  This,  it  is  true,  roj 
diminish  the  business  of  those  engaged  in  the  fortigi*- 
trade,  and  may  be  the  sole  cause,  in  the  minds  of  bj* 
for  desiring  a  total  suppression  of  the  domestic  frtsn-'-' 
ture.  All  know  that  the  sharp  eye  of  foreign  comtrfrc* 
has  watched,  and  is  watching,  the  progress  of  «loJnd« 
ind\istry  with  jealous  alarm.  In  a  case  like  the  prcs'''- 
where  the  foreign  article  must,  of  necessity,  passtbn^^ 
the  hands  of  the  seaboard  merchants,  it  is  vcr)-  c--^' 
that  they,  like  all  other  classes  of  people,  shcuUl  i»?y^ 
that  whatever  business  was  profitable  to  them,  icw^^'J^ 
tribute  to  the  general  good;  that  nothing  could  ^^ 
to  the  country  unless  they  shared  in  the  profits,  i^^^^f" 
fore,  becomes  the  duty  of^  tlie  Government  to  examine '-c* 
interests  of  all  with  strict  impartiality,  consider  i.  ^ 
fairly,  and  adjust  them  in  a  manner  best  calculated  top? 
mote  tlic  prosperity  of  every  portion  of  our  country- 

The  committee  confflderin|^,  also,  that  the  article  of* 
is  one  of  indispensable  necessity;  that  to  depend  on  forru 
nations  for  a  supply  would  be  almost  as  dangerous  »  • 
allow  them  to  control  the  air;  that  a  superintending  Pr^ 
dence  has  placed  the  means  of  abundance  within inc'^ 
disturbed^dominioh  of  our  own  people  and  Goycnja  - 
it  clearly  comes  within  the  range  ot  the  protecting  ^^* 
and  policy.  It  does  n'ot  belong  to  that  class  of  ariicK  '^ 
which  duties  were  laid  for  revenue  akmc.    N<»  o"^  ^"^" 
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supposed  tlutt  the  duty  on  tea,  pepper,  pimento,  cinna- 
mon, Peruvian  bark,  capers,  and  olives,  was  intended  to 
protect  or  encourage  tlieir  production.  They  have  no 
connexion  with  the  protecting'  tariff.  Duty  on  these  was 
for  revenue;  and  when  revenue  is  no  longer  wanted,  it 
may  be  repealed  with  perfect  safety.  But  this  by  no  means 
implies  that  duties  which  really  effectually  sustain  some 
ralihibU  branch  of  domestic  industry,  should  be  abandon- 
ed. Cven  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  would  be  a  lesser  evil. 
The  committee  will  proceed  to  consider  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  Government  in  relation  to  salt,  and  the 
claims  which  the  manufsu:turer  has  to  a  coptinued  support. 
The  first  duty  on  salt  was  imposed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, in  1789.  Its  preamble  declares,  <«  Whereas  it  is 
necesaaiy  for  the  support  of  Government,  and  for  the  dis- 
charge of  tlie  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  encou- 
ragement and  protection  of  manufactures,  that  duties  be 
laid  on  goods,  wares,  and  mercliandises,  imported."  In 
this  preamble  is  found  a  full  and  ample  recognition  of  the 
power  to  encourage  and  protect  manufactures,  instanta- 
seousty  following  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  On 
ttit  wuLS  laid  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  bushel — a  duty  higher, 
n  proportion  to  the  foreign  value  of  the  article,  than- was 
aid  on  almost  every  other.  It  nrust  have  been  well  known 
n  our  early  life  a?  a  nation,  bow  dangerous  and  unavailing 
t  was  to  look  abroad  for  a  supply.  All  of  the  members 
<rho  composed  the  Congress  of  1789,  most  have  seen  the 
niseries  of  the  revolution;  most  of  them  must  have  largely 
ihared  in  tlie  common  > sufferings.  The  policy  of  encou- 
aging  and  protecting  the  domestic  manufacture  was 
prompted  by  a  full  knowledge  of  the  privations  of  a  pa- 
riot  army,  in  every  degree  of  distress,  of  the  wants  of  the 
rhole  country.  During  4he  last  war,  also,  our  formers, 
he  middling  classes,  and  the  poor,  well  remember  how 
ear  was  the  price  of  the  article,  and  how  difficult  to  obtain 
.  Then  the  Government  and  people  urged  on  the  ma- 
ufactiirer  to  the  gi'catest  exertion;  even  called  it  patriotic, 
nd  promised  faithful,  cordial,  and  lasting  support.  If, 
uring  the  late  war  and  restrictions  on  foreign  commerce, 
iir  people  suffered  less,  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  was 
ttirely  owing  to  the  vigorous  efforts  of  our  manufactur- 
"s.  But,  when  open  and  apparent  danger  seems  to  be 
tmoved  to  a  distanee,  appeals  are  often  made  totlie  sup- 
Dsed  interests  of  the  middling  classes  and  the  poor,  to 
orifice  those  who  provided  for  their  wants  in  the  time  of 
eir  utmost  need. 

By  the  act  of  August,  1790,  the  duty  on  foreign  salt 
IS  advanced  to  twelve  cents  the  bushel.  In  1797,  the 
ity  on  each  bushel  was  twenty  cents.  This  act  remained 
force  for  ten  years.  In  1807,  all  duties  on  salt  were 
olished.  The  committee  arc  advised  from  the  best  au- 
)rityy  that  no  reduction  of  prices  was  the  consequence. 
'  the  act  of  July,  1813,  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  per 
shel  was  aeain  imposed,  to  takexffect  on  the  1st  Janua- 
1814,  and  to  continue  in  operation  until  the  end  of  the 
rn  existing  war,  and  one  year  afterwards*  By  the  act 
April,  1816,  on  a  general  revision  of  the  tariff,  the  duty 
twenty  cents  per  bushel  on  salt  was  made  perpetual, 
e  tariff  of  1816  was  intended  to  provide  a  revenue,  and 
he  same  time  to  be  so  adja«»ted  as  to  give  efficient  pro- 
tion  to  the  different  branches  of  manufacture  which  had 
ung  into  existence  from  previous  protection,  or  from 
trictions  on  commerce,  or  from  the  war  itself.  The 
ff,  as  a  protecting  system,  since  1816,  has  been  twice 
ised,  and  at  each  time  tlie  protecting  duties  have  been 
mented  on  almost  every  article  of  foreign  production 
cli  came  in  competition  with  the  domestic  manufac- 
',  excepting  tlie  single  article  of  salt.  The  duty  on 
is  now  twenty  cents  per  bushel,  the  same  as  was  laid 
he  act  of  1797,  repealed  in  1807>  and  re-enacted  in 
{.  Prom  this  brier  hutory  of  our  legislation  on  the 
cct;  from  the  deep  root  which  the  manu&cture  of  salt 
aken  in  the  country;  from  the  sacrificea  about  to  be 


required  of  a  numerous  body  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and 
from  the.  exposure  of  tlie  whole  country  to  the  dangers 
which  have  been  described,  the  comnuttee  moat  respect- 
fully repeat  the  hope  that  the  House  will  review  itsopinion* 
as  expresKd  in  the  act  of  the  last  session.  Could  the  Go- 
vernment have  given  more  decisive  assurances  of  support 
to  any  branch  of  manufacture  than  it  has  to  this?  Could 
our  fellow-citizens  have  asked  a  more  solemn  pledge  of 
support  than  has  been  given?  It  was  never  urg^d  on  the 
Government  by  manufacturers;  it  was  not  the  result  of 
anxious  and  urgent  solicitations  on  their  part,  but  a  spon- 
taneous movement  on  the  part  of  the  Government  itself, 
tQ  accomplish  a  great  national  object.  The  voice  of  ex- 
perience was  then  heard;  its  admonitions  were  then  felt; 
and  it  might  have  been  hoped,  that,  in  peace  and  pros- 
perity, they  would  not  have  been  forgotten. 

It  appears  that  the  capital  invested  in  the  manufacture  of 
salt  amounts  to  about  $7,000,000.  The  product,  in  1829, 
may  be  safely  estimated  at  4,500,000  bushels.  The  amount 
ntanufactured  in  1830  has  already  diminished,  from  alarm 
caused  by  the  recent  reduction  of  duty.  The  number  of 
persons  actually  engaged  is  about  3,600.  They,  with 
those  immediately  dependent,  will  make  an  aggregate  of 
14,000.  And  here  it  may  be  remarked,  that,  to  sustain 
this  great  number  of  people,  agricultural  products,  to  an 
immense  amount,  are  constantly  required.  These  are  ob- 
tained in  exchange,  in  a  great  degree,  for  the  article  ma- 
nufactured. But  they  are  so  scattered  over  the  surface  of 
our  extended  country,  that  the  market  they  afford  escapes 
superficial  observation.  If  they,  or  a  fourth  part,  were 
concentrated  at  any  one  point  of  the  countiy,  the  effects 
wouki  be  most  distinctly  apparent  The  little  army  du- 
ring the  late  war  stationed  on  our  frontiers,  drew  supplies 
for  hundreds  of  miles  around  it.  Our  farmers  and  me- 
chanics well  knew  how  great  was  the  market  it  afforded. 
Had  it  been  dispersed  in  companies  over  nineteen  States^ 
like  the  manufacturers  of  salt,  the  effects  would  have  been 
scarcely  perceptible,  although,  in  the  a^egate,  equally 
important  to  the  whole  country,  in  fumishmg  a  market  with 
supplies,  as  if  it  had  been  assembled  in  one  encampment. 

The  committee  cannot  avoid  the  repetition  of  the  state- 
ment, that  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  was  laid  as  early  as 
1797,  and  continued,  with  but  a  single  interruption,  to 
1830.  At  the  time  of  that  interruption,  the  manufacture 
had  scarcely  commenced.  From  1813  to  the  last  session, 
a  period  of"^  seventeen  years,  during  which  time  the  pro- 
tecting tariff  having  undergone  repeated  changes  and 
modifications,  the  duty  on  sut  has  been  undisturbed  and 
untouched.  During  this  period  of  seventeen  years,  the 
manufacture  has  been  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  quality 
daily  improved  by  advancing  skill  and  continued  expe- 
rience. Why,  then,  should  so  many  thousands  of  our 
fellow-citizens  be  abandoned  at  a  time  when  they  supposed 
themselves  reposing  in  perfect  security  under  the  protect- 
ing shield  of  their  Government,^  '  It  is  a  republican  Go- 
vernment, and  bound  to  protect  its  citizens  in  their  varioua 
pursuits,  and  most  especially  when  that  Go? eminent  has 
allured  them  to  engage  in  new  occupations,  which  are 

giving  every  promise  of  success,  and  are  contributing 
irgely  to  the  independence  of  the  country.  When  orders 
in  council  from  England,  and  decrees  of  Napoleon,  exposed 
neutral  commerce  to  every  peril  on  the  ocean,  our  mer- 
chants, with  open  eyes,  encountered  all  hazards.  Their 
enterprise  exposed  them  to  spoliations.  Aided  by  a  gene- 
ral sympathy,  the  help  of  Government  has  been  repeat- 
edly invoked  to  their  assistance.  lu  utmost  exertions  have 
been  made,  and  are  now  making,  to  obtain  indemnity. 
Appeals  have  been  of\en  made  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  nation,  to  demand  redress,  even  by  arms.  l*he  com- 
mittee hope  thousands  of  hunible  manu&cturers  of  salt 
may  be  objects  of  national  regard. 

The  committee  will  refer  to  an  argument  which  has  been 
usedy  and  which,  it  is  supposed,  was  attended  with  con- 
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piderable  influence:  it  was  the  imposition  of  a  duty  of 
twelre  and  one-half  cents  per  bushel,  b^  the  State  of  New 
York,  on  all  salt  manufactured  in  her  limits.  It  was  sup- 
posed by  many  to  be  unjust,  in  a  nngle  State,  to  tax  a 
domestic  production,  whtdi  entered  into  genenl  use,  for 
the  purpose  of  filling  her  treasury,  when,  as  they  sup- 
posed,  stie  was  enabled  to  do  so  by  *  duty  laid  by  the  Ge- 
neral Government  on  a  similar  foreign  article.  Were  the 
interests  of  that  State  alone  involved,  this  opinion  might 
be  correct.  But  a  wider  view  must  be  taken;  we  must 
see  how  far  other  parts  of  the  Union  are  concerned. 

The  committee  consider  the  duty  imposed  by  tlie  Go- 
vernment of  New  York  is  both  just  and  equitable.  This, 
it  is  fuller  believed,  can  be  sustained,  without  resorting  to 
tlie  particular  interests  of  that  State  for  asnstance. 

The  g^at  canal  policy  of  NewYork  has  been  executed. 
As  was  anticipated  by  the  liberal  and  expanded  views  of 
her  statesmen,  the  benefits  would  not,  could  not,  be  con- 
fined within  her  own  boundaries.  They  would  be  carried, 
in  a  greater  or  less  proportion,  to  eyery  part  of  the  Union; 
they  would  promote,  in  an  ample  degree,  the  commercial 
operations  of  our  country  with  the  whole  world.  To  a 
great  extent,  it  equalizes  the  inequalities  of  nature.  It 
places  our  people  of  the  interior,  in  some  degree,  in  pos- 
session of  comforts  and  enjoyments,  which,  without  it, 
would  be  confined  to  those  who  occupy  the  banks  of  some 
frith  of  the  ocean. 

Among  othe^  considerations  which  urged  on  the  com- 

Sletion  of  the  Erie  canal,  were  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
'om  tlie  improvement  of  the  rich  salt  springs  near  the 
centre  of  the  State.  Unless  in  time  of  war  or  commercial 
embarrassments,  when  the  article  of  sah  could  command 
any  price  which  want  and  suffering  could  pay,  they  were 
of  little  value  to  the  State  or  the  country  st  large.  Hence 
was  derived  one  of  the  strong(:6t  inducements  to  perform 
that  great  work.  The  effect  has  fully  answered  expecta- 
tion. Every  farmer,  the  middling  classes,  and  the  poor, 
now  enjoy  a  full  proportion  of  the  advantages  which  have 
resulted. 

In  1829,  the  quantity  of  salt  manufactured  in  that  State 
was  1,291,000  bushels,  or  nearly  one-seventh  of  all  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States.  This,  by  inland  navigpation, 
is  added  to  the  common  stock  of  the  country,  and  tends 
to  diminish  the  common  price  to  the  consumer.  Before 
the  canals  were  constructed,  our  farmers  remember  that 
they  cheerfully  paid  six  or  seven  dollars  per  barrel  for 
Onondaga  salt  of  a  miserable  Quality ;  now  they  obtain  a 
superior  article  for  one^third  or  that  price.  The  differ- 
ence in  price  is  mainly  caused  by  tlie  difference  in  ex- 
pense between  land  and  water  transpoi*tation.  If  the 
Erie  canal  had  not  been  completed,  the  manufacture  would 
have  been  trifling,  and  the  benefits  confined  to  narrow 
limits.     In  times  of  scarcity,  produced  by  any  cause,  the 

Keople  of  the  great  Northern  section  of  the  country  could 
ave  no  relief  from  that  source,  unless  «t  the  most  enor- 
mous expense.  Now,  happen  what  may,  they  are  secure 
of  an  abundant  supply,  at  reasonable  prices. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  unreasonable  or  unjust  in  the 
State  of  New  York  to  demand  some  remuneration  for  her 
exertions  and  expenditures  from  those  who  participate  so 
largely  in  the  advantages  which  have  been  produced.  The 
tax  sinks  into  insignificance  when  the  causes  of  its  impo- 
sition are  understood.  To  require  a  surrender  of  the  duty 
at  this  time,  and  under  circumstances  which  have  been 
explained,  is  clearly  inequitable  and  unjust.  IVhen  the 
canals  were  first  finished,  and  while  their  first  benefits-u'ere 
flowing  wide,  then  the  State  tax  on  salt  was  never  made 
the  subject  of  complaint.  What  was  considered,  a  few 
years  ago,  a  just  ana  honest  claim,  is  now,  in  the  minds  of 
many,  nothing  short  of  palpable  oppression. 

It  is  iJso  urred,  that,  if  the  State  of  New  York  can  lay 
a  duty  on  the  domestic  article,  it  affords  evidence  that  the 
manufacture  has  gained  such  an  ascendancy  that  protec- 


tion is  no  longer  required.  If  this  is  coiTect,  the  sr- 
gument  exhausts  itself.  If  the  domestic  article  has  be- 
come so  cheap  and  abundant  as  to  beair  an  ezciae,  the  re- 
movid  of  the  foreign  duty  would  produce  no  practical 
effect.  Supposed  relief  could  exist  only  in  tbeoret'.cal 
imagination. 

But  the  committee  are  fully  convinced  that  no  manufiK- 
tory  of  salt,  of  any  importance,  could  bear  taxation,  ex- 
cept that  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  causes  are  ap- 
parent. One  is,  the  superior  quality  of  tbe  teKnes,  ard 
the  inexhaustible  supply  of  mineral  water  which  thcv  af- 
ford; another,  the  extended  and  unceasing*  msirket  foani 
along  the  great  Western  lakes,  along  the  va]]«> jr  of  talc 
Champlain  and  the  Hudson,  through  the  interior  of  the 
State.  Hence,  a  capital  of  above  three  millions  of  dollan 
has  been  invested,  and  labor  stimulated  to  its  utmost  exer- 
tion. Another,  the  facilities  afforded  by  canaJ  navigatr:^ 
in  the  transportation  of  fuel  from  places  at  which  it  is  tkr 
most  abundantly  and  most  cheaply  supplied  $  but,  abon 
all,  the  ease,  the  economy,  and  rapidity,  with  which  it  en 
be  distributed  to  millions  of  consumers,  from  ChamplAis 
to  Green  Bay.  No  other  manufacturing  establishsoen^s  t 
the  United  States  enjoy  these  advantages  in  so  great  a  d.- 
g^re.  A  tax,  which  may  be  safely  laid  on  tbe  manti&t- 
ture  in  that  State,  would  prostrate  every  other  manu^- 
tory  in  the  Union.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  uiireasor^ 
ble  to  subject  all  tKe  manufacturing  establishments  of  tk 
country  to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  destniction,  becaose 
New  York,  at  the  price  of  enormous  expenditures  on  ber 
own  account,  has  improved  her  natural  resources  be>p:.d 
any  other  State;  especially  when,  with  the  duty  imposed, 
she  fiimishes  the  article  of  salt  as  cheap  as  it  can  be  asp- 
plied  firem  any  other  source.  That  Sute  haa  a  perfe^ 
right,  and  possesses  the  power,  to  counteract  the  tfuc^i 
of  national  legislation  on  this  subject.  If  it  is  exerc:sc<f, 
none  have  just  reason  to  complain. 

The  committee  do  not  suppose  that  every  mano&ctcr 
of  salt  in  the  United  States  will  be  destroyed,  if  the  act  tf 
the  last  session  should  take  full  effect.  Some  few  po»»c5s 
such  natural  advantages,  that  they  may  continue  in  full  cr 
partial  operation.  But  it  is  con«dcred  that  the  greater 
proportion  must  surrender  to  inevitable  ruin. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  urged,  tliat  the  quality  of  domtj- 
tic  salt  is  decidedly  inferior  to  the  foreign,  and  wholly  un- 
fit for  some  of  the  most  important  uses  for  which  it  ?«  n- 
quired.  Some  suppose  it  wants  strength;  others,  tliut  :t  s 
combined  with  ingredients  which  render  its  use  uraft 
This  might  have  been  partially  true  in  the  beginuiig  ci 
its  manufacture,  when  skill  and  experience  had  not  b<c- 
acquired;  but  no  person  of  intellip^cnceisnow  unacqua^r.:- 
ed  with  the  great  perfection  to  which  the  article  is  brougtt. 
The  best  qualities  are  now  produced  on  the  seacoast  in 
Massachusetts,  at  the  salt  springs  of  New  York,  and  xt 
some  of  the  salines  of  the  Western  country.  They  h««  e 
stood  the  most  rigid  tests  of  analysis,  and  are  found  to  p(»* 
seas  even  greater  purity  than  the  foreign  article.  Th.>  » 
just  beginning  to  be  understood  in  the  country*  at  I'^rjre. 
The  domestic  salt,  at  first,  like  all  new  productions  in  >-  y 
country,  was  undoubtedly  defective.  Prejudices  cxVa  i 
against  it,  which  required  time  to  rtmove.  The  pr^*: 
mass  of  the  people  are  slow  and  cautious  in  changing  tn.-  r 
pursuits,  or  the  use  of  any  valuable  article  to  wh'.ch  the} 
are  accustomed,  and  in  which  they  have  confide  rev 
These  prejudices  are  rapidly  giving  way  in  favor  of  i.c- 
mestic  salt;  and  if  the  manufacture  may  be  permittifi  'o 
advance,  it  will,  the  committee  are  fully  convinced,  obt  ji 
a  decided  preference  by  all  classes  of  consumers. 

It  is  natural,  in  a  country  like  the  United  States,  v^hcre 
the  people  engage  in  their  pursuits  with  unparallekd  ac- 
tivity and  ardor,  that  anxiety  sliould  exist  to  see  c%c:y 
object  which  may  be  undertaken  most  rapidly  acetic- 
plished.  The  development  of  skill,  as  applied  to  tbe  i  ft- 
nil  arts,  of^en  becomes  too  tardy  for  exottcd  hope  a«Hl  n- 
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pectttion;  and,  unless  perfection  is  obtained  at  a  single 
efTort,  apprehensions  are  felt  that  it  can  neyer  be  ac- 
quired. In  other  countries,  numerous  branches  of  roanu- 
Actures  required  centuries  to  bring  them  to  tlietr  present 
state  of  improvement.  Many  of  them  have  been  equalled, 
if  not  surpassed,  in  the  United  States,  within  twenty  or 
thirty  years;  others  are  advancing  with  a  steady  pace,  .and 
with  perfect  certainty  will  be  successful,  if  the  Govern- 
ment will  adhere  to  the  policy  which  it  has  given  the  most 
solemn  pledges  to  maintain.  The  protecting  policy  is  not 
intended  solely  for  the  present  day,  but  to  operate  during 
national  existence. 

The  manufacture  of  salt  has  been  in  operation  but  little 
more  than  fifteen  years.  Its  progress  has  been  as  great 
and  beneficial  as  could  have  been  expected.  It  had  never 
been  more  productive  in  quantity,  or  more  improved  in 
(juality,  than  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law  in  ques' 
hon.  Preparations  were  extensively  making,  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  for  a  great  and  continued  extension. 
These  have  been  arrested,  and  are  now  waiting  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Government  on  the  application  for  relief. 
Upon  this  will  depend  renewed  exertion,  6r  a  general 
abandonment  of  the  manufacture. 

While  the  committee  are  of  ol^nion  that  the  passage  of 
the  law  of  the  last  session  was  impolitic,  much  evil  may 
be  averted  by  a  repeal  of  so  much  as  remains  to  take  ef- 
fect. The  manufacture  may  struggle  on  and  survive.  The 
experiment  can  be  made,  under  a  reliance  that  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress  will  be  exercised  as  any  future  occasion 
may  require. 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  to  repoal  so 
much  of  "An  act  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt,**  passed 
May  39,  1830,  as  has  not  gone  into  operation. 

Memorial  of  the  manufacturers  of  «alt  in  Kenhawa  coun- 
ty,  Virginia,  praying  for  a  restoration  of  the  duty  on 
imported  salt. 

7b  the  Senate  and  Iknue  of  Jiepresentativet  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congreaa  aesemlued: 

The  manufacturers  of  salt  in  the  county  &t  Kenhawa, 
n  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  have  seen,  with  the 
nost  serious  apprehensions  and  concern,  the  proceedings 
lad  in  Congress  at  its  last  semi  on,  in  relation  to  tlie  pro- 
cctive  duty  which  heretofore  sustained  and  extended  the 
alt  business  in  the  United  States. 

They  had  not  been  inattentive  to  the  manifestations  of 
infriendly  feelings  towards  this  branch  of  American  in- 
lustry;  and  took  early  measures,  by  which  they  placed  be- 
ore  the  Government  some  of  the  facts  and  reasons  tend- 
ig,  as  they  thought,  to  show  that  the  home  manufacture 
f  salt  could  not  be  given  up  to  a  less  restrained  foreign 
ompetition,  without  eminently  endangering  tlie  home  re- 
ources  for  one  of  the  most  important  -and  essential  arti- 
(es  of  domestic  use  and  public  interest;  and  their  memo- 
ial,  now  on  the  files  of  Congress,  and  printed  by  order  of 
»e  Senate  of  the  21st  of  January,  1828,  is  most  respect- 
dly  referred  to,  and  its  consideration  earnestly  solicited. 

The  duty  on  salt,  as  a  source  of  revenue,  and  as  an  en- 
juragement  to  domestic  enterprise  in  its  production,  is 
>eval  with  the  Government. 

The  first  Congress  which  assembled  under  our  present 
>nBtitution,  by  an  act,  approved  by  the  President  on  the 
)th  of  July,  1789,  imposed  adtity  of  six  cents  per  bushel 
I  all  salt  imported  into  the  State?.     The  same  Congress, 

their  next  session,  by  an  act  of  the  lOtli  August,  1790, 
creased  the  duty  to  twelve  cents  per  Bushel. 

These  enactments  laid  the  foundation  for  the  experi- 
ents  which  were  made  in  the  production  of  salt  along 
r  Eastern  coast,  and  added  additional  stimulus  to  the  re- 
arches  making  in  the  West  for  the  discovery  of  supplies 

this  necessary  of  life. 

The  encouragement,  however,  wm  not  deemed  ade- 


quate to  a  sufficiently  rapid  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  cotmtry;  and,  on  the  30th  September,  1797,  Con- 
gress augmented  the  duty  on  foreign  salt  to  twenty  cents 
per  bushel. 

The  great  variety,  however,  of  commercial  objects 
which  then  attracted'  the  limited  capital  of  the  country, 
left  but  little  for  investments  in  manufrcture»of  any  kind) 
and  salt  remained  among  the  most  languid.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  experiment  was  made  during  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's administration,  when  the  resources  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  superabundant,  and  but  little  capital  invested 
in  salt  making,  of  introducing  supplies  from  abroad,  with- 
out charge;  and,  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1807,  all  salt  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  after  the  31st  of  December 
in  that  year  was  declared  free  of  duty. 

Happily  was  it  for  the  interest  of  the  country  that  this 
experiment  was  made!  Salt  ¥ras  imported,  without  im- 
post, from  the  1st  of  Januar}',  1808,  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1814;  and  we  affirm,  without  the  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, that  the  article  was  higher  throughout  the  United 
States  during  those  six  years,  than  during  any  period  of 
the  same  length,  from  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion up  to  the  present  time.  But  this  interesting  fact  will 
be  again  adverted  to,  and  more  fully  examined. 

During  the  late  war,  the  disastrous  effects  of  relying 
upon  others,  in  time  of  peace,  for  an  article  which  enters 
so  essentially  into  the  very  existence  of  civilized  society, 
and  the  baneful  influence  that  had  followed  Uie  abandon- 
ment of  the  attempt  to  bring  the  resources  of  a  home  sup- 
ply into  useful  development,  and  their  products  to  an  ele- 
vation somewhat  commensurate  to  the  national  demand, 
became  strongly  apparent  to  all;  and,  under  the  liberal  and 
enlarged  national  policy  which  then  marked  the  course  of 
the  exemitive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, tlie  duty  of  twenty  cents  per  btishel  on  imported 
salt  was  renewed,  and,  by  the  act  of  the  20th  July,  1813, 
was  reimpbsed  on  all  salt  imported  after  the  Ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1814.  It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the 
same  act  which  renewed  this  duty,  gave  the  drawbacks 
and  bounties  for  the  encouragement  of  the  fisheries,  by 
which  that  important  source  of  national  wealth,  and  in- 
valuable school  of  seamen,  has  been  sustained  and  pre- 
scr^'ed  to  the  Union.  This  act,  although  rendered  tem- 
porary by  the  limitation  M'hich  it  contained,  was,  in  1816, 
made  permanent. 

The  close  of  the  long  and  sanguinary  war  which  had 
desolated  Europe  for  nearly  a  qtuu'ter  of  a  century, 
brouglit  into  the  field  of  foreig^i  commerce  a  host  of  com- 
petitors, by  which  the  profits  on  commercial  capital  pre- 
viously employed  in  foreign  trade  became  greatly  lessen- 
ed, and  its  owners,  seeking  for  it  more  secure  and  advanta- 
geous employment,  turned  their  attention  to  manufactures. 

In  estimating  the  safety  and  security  with  which  such 
investments  mtght  be  made,  it  could  not  escape  the  saga- 
city of  the  more  observing  part  of  the  community,  that 
the  genius  of  the  Government  had  Steadily  and  pernranent- 
1y  tended  to  the  protection  and  fostering  of  our  manufac- 
tories, particularly  sucli  as  relieved  us  irom  dependence 
on  foreign  nations  for  supplies  of  commodities  of  primary 
necessity- 

The  earliest  operations  of  Congress  had  uniformly 
conpled  the  encouragement  and  protection  of  manufac- 
tures with  the  support  of  Government,  and  the  discharge 
of  the  national  debt.  General  Washington,  in  December, 
1796,  had  used  the  following  language: 

"  Congress  have  repeatedly,  and  not  with  success,  di- 
rected their  attention  to  the  encoin^gement  of  manufac- 
tures. The  object  is  of  too  much  consequence  not  to  en- 
sure a  continuance  of  their  efforts,  in  every  way  which 
shall  appear  eligible.  As  a  general  rule,  manufactures, 
on  public  account,  are  inexpedient.  But  where  the  state 
of  things  in  a  country  leaves  little  hope  that  certain 
branches  of  iranufacture  will,  for  a  great  length  of  time. 
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obtain,  when  these  are  of  a  nature  essential  to  the  fur- 
nishing and  equipping  of  the  public  force  in  tinte  of  war, 
are  not  establishments  for  procuring  them  oo  public  ac* 
cDunt,  to  the  extent  of  the  ordinary  demand  for  the  pub- 
lic service,  recommended  bj  strong  considerations  ot  na- 
tional policy,  as  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  ?  Ought 
our  country  to  remain,  in  such  cases,  dependent  on  fo- 
reign supply,  precarious,  because  liable  to  be  interrupt- 
ed?" 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1808,  less  than  two  years  after  tlie  re- 
peal of  the  salt  duty,  pressed  upon  Congress  the  necessity 
of  protecting  duties,  as  the  only-  means  of  rendering  our 
manufactories  permanent,  in  tiie  following  strong  and  de- 
ciiHve  terms: 

'<  The  suspension  of  our  foreign  commerce,  produced 
by  the  injustice  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  the  conse- 
quent losses  and  sacrifices  of  our  citizens,  are  subjects  of 
just  concern.  The  situation  into  which  we  have  thus  been 
forced,  has  impelled  us  to  apply  a  portion  of  our  industry 
and  capital  to  internal  manufactures  and  improvements. 
The  extent  of  this  conversion  is  daily  increasing;  and  little 
doubt  remains  that  the  establishments  formed,  and  form- 
ing, will,  under  the  auspices  of  cheaper  materials  and  sub- 
s':stence,  the  freedom  of  labor  from  taxation  witli  us,  and 
of  protecting  duties  and  prohibitions,  become  permanent." 

The  same  gentleman,  in  1816,  when  unconnected  with 
the  Government,  and  indulging  in  a  retired  and  calm  re- 
view of  the  policy  of  the  country,  with  all  that  ardent  de- 
votion to  the  liberty,  independence,  and  prosperity  of  the 
American  people,  which  so  strongly  characterized  him 
through  life,  poured  forth  his  feelings  in  glowing  terms 
to  his  friend^  as  follows: 

"  We  have  experienced  what  we  did  not  then  believe, 
that  there  exists  both  profligacy  and  power  enough  to  ex- 
clude us  from  the  field  of  interchange  with  other  nation&4 
that,  to  be  independent  lor  the  comforts  of  life,  we  must 
fabricate  them  ourselves.  We  must  now  place  the  manu- 
factiu-er  by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist.  The  former 
question  is  suppressed,  or  rather  assumes  a  new  form. 
The  g^nd  in<juiry  now  is,  shall  we  make  our  own  com- 
forts^ or  go  without  them  at  the  will  of  a  foreign  nation? 
He,  therefore,  who  is  now  against  domestic  manufactures, 
must  be  for  reducing  us  either  to  a  dependence  on  that 
nation,  or  be  clothed  in  skins,  and  to  live  like  wild 
beasts  in  dens  and  caverns.  I  am  proud  to  say  I  am  not 
one  of  these." 

Mr.  Madison's  frequent  exhortations  to  protect  and  fos- 
ter the  several  branches  of  manufacture  which  had  been 
recently  instituted  or  extended  by  the  laudable  exertions 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  are  numerous;  and  from  among  lliem 
the  following  are  selected: 

Extract  from  Mr.  Madi8on*8mesaage  of  November  29, 1809. 

*<In  a  cultivation  of  the  materials,  and  the.  extension  of 
useful  manufactures,  more  especially  in  tlie  general  appli- 
cation to  household  fiibrics,  we  behold  a  rapid  diminution 
o.f  our  dependence  on  foreign  supplies.  Nor  is  it  unwor- 
thy of  reflection,  that  this  revolution  in  our  pursuits  and 
habits  is  in  no  slight  degree  a  consequence  of  those  impo- 
litic and  arbitrary  edicts,  by  which  the  contending  nations, 
in  endeavoring  each  of  them  to  obstruct  our  trade  with  the 
other,  have  so  far  abridged  our  means  of  procuring  the 
productions  and  manufactures  of  which  our  own  are  now 
taking  the  place." 

In  his  message  of  the  18th  February,  1815,  he  uses  the 
following  earnest  language : 

*•  There  is  no  subject  which  can  enter  with  gi'eater 
force  into  the  deliberations  pf  Congress,  than  a  considera- 
tion of  the  means^  to  preserve  and  promote  -the  manufac- 
tures which  have  sprung  into  existence,  and  attained  an 
unparalleled  m&ttirity,  throughout  the  United  States,  du- 
ring the  period  of  the  European  wars.  This  source  of  na- 
tional independence  and  wealth  I  anxiously  recommend. 


therefore,  to  the  prompt  and  constant  guardiansbip  ^ 
Congress." 

Mr.  Monroe,  equally  devoted  to  the  great  mterest  of  tae 
republic,  and  earnestly  desirous  of  piling  the  Averiaa 
people  beyond  the  reach  of  foreign  control,  as  to  the  B^ 
cessaries  and  comforts  of  life)  pressed  the  subject  upoa 
Congress  in  terms  the  most  decisive. 

Extract  from  3^.  Monroe* s  message  ofith  Mardy  1821. 

*'  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  more  complete  our  in- 
ternal resources,  and  the  less  dependent  we  are  on  for«ip 
Powers  for  any  national  as  well  as  domestic  purpose,  tk 
greater  and  more  stable  will  be  the  public  ielicitr.  Bf 
the  increase  of  domestic  manufactures  will  the  dentar^for 
the  raw  materials  at  home  be  increased,  and  thus  vill  tte 
dependence  of  the  several  parts  of  our  Union  on  esci 
other,  and  the  strength  of  the  Union  itself,  be  proportita- 
ably  augmented." 

Again,  in  his  message  of  December  2d,  1823,  he  siw: 

"Under  this  impression,  I  recommeixicd  aTeTiefoi 
the  tari£r,  for  the  purpose  of  aflTording  such  additioial  pro- 
tection to  those  articles  which  we  are  prepared  to  inisi* 
facture,  or  which  are  more  immediately  connected  v^ 
the  defence  and  independence  of  our  country." 

The  uniform  views  of  the  Executive  branch  of  ourGfr 
vernment  did  not,  however,  constitute  the  only  guiwEtj 
on  which  the  capitalists  relied  for  the  permanent  skwsj 
of  their  investments  in  the  manu&cture  of  salt.  Id  '^ 
year  1818,  a  committee  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTa 
was  charged  with  inquiring  into  the  expediency  and  p^- 
priety  of  repealing  or  reducing  the  duty  on  salt.  After  i 
patient  and  full  examination  of  the  subject  in  »11  >(s  reti^ 
tions,  that  committee,  through  its  chairmsn,  Mr.  Lomft. 
placed  its  veto  on  the  proposition,  in  which  the  HcascJ^ 
Representatives  concurred.  Mr.  Crawford,  then  « tk 
head  of  the  Treasuiy  Department,  was  also  applied  to  fe 
his  opinion  of  the  policy  which  tlic  salt  duty  created  ac 
sustained;  and  his  reply  to  the  House  of  Reprcscnt»t>« 
was  decisive  of  its  preservation,  so  far  as  the  opinion  of  tbs! 
distinguished  statesman  could  influence  the  opinions  a<^ 
policy  of  th*  country. 

At  this  period  the  most  sceptical  gave  up  tlieir  doobts^ 
the  most  timid  relinquished  their  fears  of  an  osciliatif 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in  relation  to  ibc 
manufacture  of  salt.  The  early  and  increased  protecws 
given  to  the  home  production  of  this  indispenssble  artick 
by  tlie  first  and  fifth  Congress;  the  concurrent  opin;o««' 
all  who  had  administered  the  Government,  from  its  fc««v 
dation  upwards,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Jeficraon'scx 
periment,  the  history  of  which  furnishes  the  most  obr.«i 
security  against  its  repetition;  the  deliberate  dctcminatjoa 
of  the  Government,  in  1'818,  to  render  the  country  is^- 
pendent  of  foreign  and  uncertain  supplies,  by  giving  pi* 
manent  security  to  the  domestic  manufkcture,  inducect^ 
most  liberal  investments  in  sith  making.  New  sources  c< 
supply  were  sought  out:  old  establishments,  orginiicc* 
meet  tlie  pressing  and  perhaps  temporary  demands  oci:^ 
sioned  by  the  war,  underwent  extensive  renovation,  Ki>{^' 
ing  them  to  permanent  use  an^  more  economical  open* 
tions.  New  establishments  grevk  up  in  every*  quarte'i  ^ 
til  scarce  a  State  in  the  Union  is  now  without  ssltfiircac^ 
or  salt  vats! 

During  the  revision  of  the  tariff  laws  in  1824  and  18^& 
no  serious  purpose  was  jnanifested  from  any  qoarttr  to 
reduce  or  abolish  tlie  protection  given  to  domestic  sah:^^ 
that  the  previous  confidence  reposed  in  the  sppsrej'^'? 
settled  policy  of  the  Government  annually  acquirf^ 
strength,  and  led  to  corresponding  expenditures  in  tW 
branch  of  business. 

This  delusive  state  of  security  became  so  unirerasl}  that 
at  the  close  of  the  Ust  year,  the  investments  in  saltmakjnj 
could  not  have  been  less  than  six  millions  of  doUarfc/J 
could  the  number  of  pei^onsio  the  United  SUtes,  wstaiD«^ 
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y  this  field  of  industry,  huve  been  leas  than  three  thousand 
X  hundred,  besides  their  families.  Even  at  the  com- 
lencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congrea%  the  general  in- 
ications  of  security  were  increased.  A  motion  to  inquire 
ito  the  expediency  of  a  repeal  did  not  meet  with  the  usual 
ourtesy  of  a  reference,  but  was  rejected  by  a  Uu^e  vote; 
,  was  reserved  for  a  period  of  the  most  unsuspecting  con- 
dence,  towards  the  end  of  the  session,  when  the  policy 
f  alnnost  forty  years  was  suddenly  abandoned,  snd  pro- 
erty  probably  to  the  amount  of  six  millions  of  dollars  sur- 
endered  up  to  a  ruinous  competition  with  foreiflrnera,  by 
tie  passage  of  "  An  act  to  reduce  the  duty  on  saut" 

That  a  measure  so  disastrous  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
irnerican  people  should  have  been  so  unexpectedly  re- 
olved  upon,  and  so  speedily  executed,  was  as  much  a  mat- 
sr  of  surprise  and  of  inscrutable  mystery,  as  that,  of  the 
jng  list  of  protected  articles,  the  one  entering  into  the 
>od  and  sustenance  of  every  human  being  in  the  country 
hould  liave  been  singly  seized  upon,  and  placed  almost 
rithout  the  pale  of  protection,  and  the  whole  community 
endered  in  a  great  measure  dependent  upon  the  preca- 
ious  and  fluctuating  resource  of  forei^  supplies. 

Annong  the  incidents  connected  with  congressional  le- 
gislation on  this  subject,  it  is  a  remarkyible  fact,  that  no 
»etiUon  from  the  people  has  ever  reached  the  legislative 
lall,  complaining  of  the  salt  duty  either  as  oppressive  or 
njurioua  to  their  interests,  and  satisfactorily  shows  the 
ig'ht  in  which  they  have  regarded  this  protection,  and  its 
endency  to  secure  them  a  pure  and  cneap  supply,  inde- 
lendent  of  foreign  resources. 

That  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  salt  business  in 
he  United  States  may  be  in  some  measure  apprec'utted, 
ind  that  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  or  dependent 
m  thU  employment  may  be  more  justly  estimated,  a  tabu- 
ar  statement  is  appended,  marked  A,  principally  compiU 
^  from  the  documents  accompanying  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
iepreaentatives,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1830,  with  means 
>f  correction  and  additions  derived  firom  an  extensive  cor* 
*espondence  with  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  salt  business 
hrou^hout  the  Union." 

From  this  statement,  it  appears  that  salt  is  manufactur- 
ed in  g'reater  or  smaller  quantities  in  two  of  the  Territo- 
•iesy  Arkansas  and  Florida,  and  twenty  out  of  the  twenty- 
bur  States.  So  universal  are  the  resources  of  domestic 
udt,  that  no  quarter  of  the  Union  is  without  adequate 
neans  of  producing  it,  to  any  extent  which  present  or  fu- 
ure  demands  may  require;  and  so  equally  is  it  placed  with- 
n  the  reach  of  industry  and  enterprise  along  the  whole 
:oast,  and  from  Ontario  to  the  Sabine,  that  no  protected 
(ource  of  national  wealth,  except  that  of  iron,  is  so  g^ne- 
'Ally  diffused  throughout  the  Union,  and  so  equalizes  tlie 
>urdens  (if  any  should  result  from  the  fostering  policy 
litherto  pursued)  or  the  certain  and  extensive  benefits 
that  must  follow  the  general  development  of  this  mineral 
treasure. 

The  act  of  the  39th  of  I^Uy,  1830,  although  levelled  at 
i  particular  article,  and  carrying  injury  to  the  community 


ing  the  labor  of  the  country  in  excess,  must  feel  the  inju- 
rious consequences  of  converting  this  portion  of  our  peo- 
ple from  consumers  into  producers.  And  to  this  act  we 
may  safely  aftribe  the  diminution  of  that  confidence  which 
alone  induced  the  enterprise  and  capital  of  our  country  to 
embark  in  support  of  its  real  independence,  by  freeing  ua 
from  reliance  on  the  workshops,  the  ore  banks,  and  salt 
mines  of  Europe. 

The  abolition  of  one-half  of  the  duty  on  foreign  salt  could 
not  have  resulted  from  any  supposed  incapacity  of  the 
country  to  produce  an  adeauate  supply;  for  no  nation  pos- 
sesses so  great  a  variety  or  inexhaustible  sources.  Two 
thousand  miles  of  coast  is  washed  by  a  brine  yielding  a 
bushel  of  salt  from  350  gallons  of  water.  The  saline  dis- 
trict of  the  interior  stretches  from  Lake  Onondaga,  in  New 
York,  to  Saline  lake,  in  Louisiana,  following  in  its  general 
course  the  Appalachian  range,  and  extending  to  a  breadth 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  mUes  from  the  western  base  of 
this  chain  of  mountains.  At  various  places  throughout 
this  vast  district,  the  "sources  of  the  salt  have  been  pene- 
trated at  great  expense,  and  manufactories  commensurate 
to  the  extent  of  population,  and  the  wants  of  the  country, 
have  been  carried  on  with  water  varying  in  streng^  from 
forty-five  to  four  hundred  j^Uons  to  the  bushel. 

On  the  western  border  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, tliis  important  mineral  is  still  more  abundant,  pre- 
senting itself  at  additional  points  to  almost  every  explorer 
of  that  interesting  region.  And  the  Saline  lake  of  Louis- 
iana, the  salt  springs  of  Ouachita,  those  of  the  Illinois 
branch  of  the  Arkansas,  Boon's  salines  on  the  Missouri, 
Lockhart*s  on  the  Lemoyne,  the  almost  saturated  brine 
of  the  Neosho,  and  the  masses  of  salt  brought  from  the 
sources  of  the  Arkansas,  of  pure  quality,  strongly  attest 
the  value  and  imj^ortance  of  retaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
American  people  the  production  of  salt  for  their  own  use, 
as  well  as  n'om  the  prospect  of  its  forming  at  some  future 
period  an  important  branch  of  our  national  exports. 

Formerly,  the  argument  was  urged  with  some  plausibi- 
lity, that  the  repeal  of  the  salt  duty  would  not  affect  the 
manufactories  of  the  interior.  It,  however,  required  but 
a  slight  examination  of  the  course  of  the  Western  trade, 
the  multiplication  of  steamboats  on  the  Western  waters, 
and  the  disparity  between  the  ascending  and  descending 
cargoes,  to  produce  universal  conviction  of  the  destructive 
effects  of  such  a  measure  upon  the  salt  business,  from  the 
Alleghany  to  the  Itocky  Mountains.  So  obvious  has  this 
result  become,  that  a  prominent  advocate  of  the  repeal 
has  placed  his  recommendation  of  the  measure  on  the  ex- 
.press  ground  of  supplying  the  Western  States  with  foreign 
salt!  That  no  misconception  may  arise,  his  words  are 
given.  Speaking  of  the  effect  of  a  repesd  of  the  duty,  he 
says: 

<*Tl)e  levee  at  New  Orleans  would  be  covered;  the 
warehouses  would  be  crammed  with  salt;  the  barter  trade 
would  become  extensive  and  universal,  if  this  odious  duty 
was  suppressed.  A  bushel  of  com  or  potatoes,  a  few 
pounds  of  butter,  or  a  few  pounds  of  beef  or  pork,  would 
purchase  a  sack  of  salt;  the  steamboats  would  bring  it  up 


snly  to  the  extent  of  its  production  and  consumption,  can-  for  a  trifle;  and  all  the  upper  States  of  the  great  valley, 
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not  fail  to  produce  apprehensions  and  alarm  in  the  minds 
3f  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  great  business  of  manufac- 
turing*. 

Iron,  which  is  so  extensively  consumed  in  the  salt  busi- 
ness, as  to  render  it  probable  that  from  125  to  200  tons  of 
malleable,  and  from  380  to  400  tons  of  cast  metal,  are  an- 
nually required,  can  scarcely  sustain  the  protection  now 
yielded  to  it,  if  these  important  'sources  of  demand  are 
crippled  or  destroyed. 

The  consumption  of  protected  cotton  and  woollen  fa- 
brics, and  of  sugar,  by  more  than  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred persons  engaged  in  salt  making,  together  with  their 
families,  must  be  influenced  by  their  reduced  means  of 
pure!  I  nil  ng.     Agriculture  and  planting,  already  employ- 


where  salt  is  so  scarce,  so  dear,  and  so  indispensable  for 
rearing  stock  and  curing  provison,  in  addition  to  all  its  va- 
rious uses,  would  be  cheaply  and  abundantly  supplied  with 
that  article." 

This  argument  proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  a  repeal 
of  the  doty  would  cheapen  the  commodity  to  the  consu- 
mer in  a  degree  equivalent  to  the  injury  to  be  inflicted  on 
the  manufacturer.  It  is  true,  that,  so  long  as  the  contest 
for  the  markets  is  well  sustained  by  importation  and  home 
production,  as  is  the  case  at  present,  salt  will  be  afforded 
throughout  the  country  at  its  minimum  price.  It  is  now 
brought  to  the  United  States  almost,  if  not  altogether,  as 
ballast,  or  to  fill  that  tonnage  which  would  otlierwise  re- 
tuni  home  unemployed;  but  if  the  conflict  is  yielded  by 
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the  American  manufacturers,  the  increased  demand  for 
forei^  supplies  must  immediately  rise  to  an  amount  beyond 
what  can  be  brought  in  this  way,  and  consequently  it  must 
come  charg^ed  with  the  freights  and  profits  of  ordinary  mer- 
chandise, and  immediately  rise  to  sixty  and  eiglity  cents  in 
our  ports,  as  in  1807. 

The  present  supply  of  salt  in  the  United  States  presents 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  the  duty  on  importations 
has  augmented,  not  lessened,  the  quantity  in  market)  and 
that  its  redundancy  has  chcapenecl  the  article  to  the  cson- 
sumer  below  what  a  repeal  of  the  duty  could  have  effect- 
ed. In  1800,  when  not  more  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  bushels  were  annually  made  at  home,  our  im- 
portations of  salt  amounted  to  3,441,819  bushels.  The 
total  population  of  the  United  States  then  was  5,303,666, 
which  gives  about  44  pounds  of  salt  as  the  yearly  consump- 
tion of  each  person.  Salt,  during  that  year,  under  a  duty 
of  twenty  cents,  averaged  about  sixty  cents  per  bushel  at 
the  ports  of  delivery,  and  rang^  from  one  dollar  to  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  the  interior.  In  1807  and 
1808,  when  salt  was  imported  free  of  duty,  and  before  the 
price  or  the  supply  was  affected  by  commercial  restric- 
tions, its  range  m  the  maritime  ports  was  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  cents,  and  from  one  to  two  dollars  in  the  Western 
States. 

These  admonitory  facts,  contrasted  with  the  present 
state  of  supply  and  price,  at  once  demonstrate  the  fidlacy 
of  looking  to  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  rather  than  to  com- 
petidun  in  the  markets,  for  the  cheapening  of  this  article. 
We  imported  last  year  5,901,157  bushels,  besides  the 
quantity  reshipped;  and  the  home  manufacture  for  the 
same  period,  according  to  the  information  collected  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  corrected  and  somewliat 
enlarged  by  private  correspondence,  amounted  to  4,444,- 
929  bushels;  which,  if  our  population  amounts  to  twelve 
and  a  half  tnillions,  gives  a  consumption  of  44  pounds  to 
each  individual,  and  leaves  a  surplus  of  524,650  bushels 
in  the  hands  of  tlie  importer  and  manufacturer,  towards 
the  supply  of  the  succeeding  year.  The  effect  upon  the 
price  or  value  of  any  commcklity,  by  introducing^  a  redun- 
dancy into  the  market,  is  familiar  to  all,  and  .cannot  be 
more  strongly  exemplified  than  in  the  present  instance. 
In  1807  and  1808,  when  salt  was  introduced  without  tax 
or  duty,  but  only  commensurate  to  the  wants  of  the  coiin- 
try,  the  price  varied  at  the  most  favorable  points  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  cents.  Throughout  the  year  1829, 
under  a  duty  of  twenty  cents,  it  has  averaged,  in  the  prin- 
cipal importing  towns,  about  forty-five  cents. 

In  the  Western  States,  the  mean  price  of  salt,  in  1807 
and  1808,  was  two  dollars  per  bushel.  In  1829,  the  price, 
from  Pittsburg  to  Natchez,  and  on  the  principal  tributa- 
ries of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  has  fluctuated  between 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  and  seventy-five  cents.  Yet  those 
who  advocate  the  abolition  of  the  duty  proceed  upon  tlie 

S round  of  cheapening  salt  to  the  consumer!  a^d  of  ren- 
ering  it  more  aoundant  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 
Recent  occurrences  have,  in  some  measure,  tested  the 
accuracy  of  these  conclusions.  The  Cincinnati  and  Louis- 
ville markets,  generally  well  supplied  from  the  Virginia 
works,  became  somewhat  bare  during  the  very  low  water 
of  the  past  autumn.  The  price  had  been  steadily  kept 
down  to  forty-five  and  fifty  cents;  but,  on  the  first  appear- 
ance of  a  scarcity  of  Kenhawa  salt,  the  holders  of  the  fo- 
reign commodity  put  it  up  to  seveniy-fivc  cents  per  bushel, 
and  would  have  continued  this  exorbitant  price,  had  not 
the  Virginia  manufacturers,  at  more  than  double  tlie  ordi- 
nary expense,  replenished  those  markets,  and  reduced 
the  article  to  its  accustomed  rate. 

The  American  duty  on  imported  salt  has  been  likened 
to  the  grand  gabtlU  of  France,  which  reduced  the  con- 
sumption of  the  taxed  piovinces  to  nine  and  one-sixth 
pounds  to  each  Individual;  and  to  the  feh  dt  we  system  of 
Great  Britain,  under  which  about  50,000  tons  of  taxed 


salt  were  consumed  b^  a  population  of  twelve  millions,  ud 
under  which  the  residue  >  of  the  demand  was  supplied  b? 
the  demoralizing  practices  of  evading  the  revenue.  These 
hateful  taxes  were  not  imposed  on  foreign  supplies  ocK 
but  were  taxes  levied  on  salt  produced  within  those  k- 
spective  kin^oms,  advancing  the  price  to  the  wbject, 
and  restrainmg  the  manufacturer  in  Uie  sune  ^neron 
proportion. 

With  the  tax  which  was  pliable  at  the  salt-pans,  Nt{)«- 
leon  was  enabled  to  complete  the  grand  entnnee  into 
Italy,  over  the  Simplon.  In  England,  the  duty,  amount- 
ing to  $3  33  per  bushel*  besides  the  cost  of  production, 
was  paid  on  consumption  within  the  kingdom,  vhik  lE 
salt  exported  to  foreign  countries  was  exeiDpt»l  fromtia 
burdensome  imposition. 

The  striking  dissimilarity  of  the  governmental  enctioH 
in  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  United  Sutes,  i 
manifest.  In  the  two  first,  it  was  made  the  en^iw  of 
draining  from  the  people  most  exorbitant  sums  of  mocev, 
and- of  diminishing  the  amount  of  the  manu&cturer'sW 
ness,  in  the  same  ratio;  compelling  the  inhabitants  as 
only  to  reduce  the  quantity  made  and  consumed  at  \\mt 
to  one-fourth  of  the  supply  enjoyed  by  the  American  peo- 
ple, but  for  which  they  were  compelled  to  pay  seven  \sm 
tlie  price,  per  bushel,  which  the  article  commands  is  "k 
United  Statea.  That  a  system  so  oppressive  and  disi- 
trotts  to  tlie  working  classes,  both  of  oianufacttirers  aei 
consumers,  should  have  been  suffered  to  exist  so  long,  ii 
our  only  ground  of  surprise,  except  the  singular  corcQvy 
deduced  from  it  by  some  of  our  leading  statesmen,  vte 
infer,  that,  because  England  has  relieved  her  people  Ira 
those  odious  burdens,  the  American  Government  ougk 
to  give  up  her  citizens  to  the  rapacity  of  foreign  ttlttn 
and  exporters:  because  Great  Britain  has  relieved  beri» 
nufacturers  of  salt  from  the  most  oppressive  ratiaiDaii 
Congress  ought  to  witlidraw  its  protecting  care  frtsnoBr 
infant  establishments. 

The  English  and  French  internal  duty  uniformly  v-i 
steadily  diminished  the  quantity  of  salt  manufactured  with- 
in those  kingdoms,  while  the  light  protecting  duty  of  tt 
United  States  has  as  uniformly  advanced  the  home  wppi^* 

In  1820,  the  marshals  reported  the  quantity  manuk- 
tured  in  that  year  at  1,149,725  bushels,  lo  18^,  "^ 
quantity  manufactured  within  the  United  States  was,  oo 
careful  examination  of  the  subject,  estimated  at4,llS,C*}D 
bushelsf  and,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassing appreaeo* 
sions  which  have  recently  hung  over  this  branch  of  \t>^ 
try,  it  will  be  found  tliat  the  present  annual  product  cf  off 
salt  works  is  not  less  than  4,444,929  bushels.  Tbedytf 
hitherto  paid  has  cflected,  as  has  been  shown,  a  reductia 
of  price  to  the  consumer  in  every  part  of  the  Union:  is 
the  West,  by  placing  the  foreign  and  domestic  artick  ic 
such  fair  competition  as  to  reduce  each  to  its  numimiB 
price;  in  the  East,  by  home  production,  and  by  ezclt»iii9 
so  great  a  portion  of  foreign  salt  from  the  Western  vateHi 
as  to  leave  a  large  surplus  alonr  the  whole  Atlantic  bor- 
der, by  which  the  price  lias  been  there  reduced  fn* 
twenty-five  to  filly  per  cent,  below  what  the  oommodi^ 
commanded  in  1807  and  1808,  when  impoitedireeof  dutr. 

Has  the  shipping  interest  suffered  1>y  this  protectire  ^^ 
gulation^  or  has  the  exorbitancy  of  the  duty  lessened  iio- 
portations?  From  the  year  1792  to  1800,  inclusiTc,  tbc 
average  amount  of  foreign  salt  received  in  the  t'nit^ 
States  was  2,769,745  bushels.  The  quantity  impoiic<I 
from  1801  to  1806,  inclusive,  averaged  3,750,632  busheb^ 
From  the  commencement  of  1807  to  the  1st  of  Januai?* 
1814,  as  no  duty  was  collected,  no  evidence  of  the  qutf* 
tity  brougfht  in  is  to  be  found  in  the  Trcasur}'  Departn*^^ 
Rut,  from  1815  to  1820,  the  progressive  increase  of  io> 
portation  was  manifested,  and  the  average  incresM  of  thoft 
six  years  amounted  to.  4,009,855  bushels  per  annum* 
From  1821  to  1826,  inclusive,  the  rate  of  increase*  as  «* 
piTScrved,  owing,  it  is  presumed,  to  the  rapid  roultipii'* 
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lion  of  domestic  manufkctories;  but  the  mean  amount  for 
those  SIX  years  was  but  little  short  of  the  average  of  the 
preceding  six,  being  3,890,893  bushels. 

The  removal  of  the  burdensome  restrictions  from  the 
English  salt  makers,  and  the  consequent  enlargement  of 
their  works,  sp  Increased  the  exports  from  that  country, 
that,  in  defiance  of  protection  and  duties  at  home,  we  re- 
ceived, from  the  1st  of  October,  1828,  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  following  year,  5,945,547  bushels  of  fo- 
reig-n  salt;  and,  from  an  official  statement  received  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  it  will  be  found,  that,  so  great 
was  the  importation  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  1829, 
that,  changfing  the  fiscal  to  the  calendar  year,  the  salt  re- 
ceived into  the  United  States,  in  1829,  amounted  to  the 
enormous  quantity  of  6,494,370  bushels. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  protection  heretofore  given  to 
donnestic  salt,  so  far  from  diminishing  our  foreign  trade  in 
that  article,  has  been  attended  with  a  regular  increase; 
and  that  our  commercial  marine  has  received  augmented 
employment  in  its  transportation,  while  its  carrying  trade 
lias  diminished  u)  almost  every  other  species  of  merchan- 
dise; and  yet  it  has  been  the  policy  of  our  Government  to 
seize  the  moment  when  our  manufacture  is  in  its  first 
struggle  for  existence,  and  when  we  are  encountering  this 
appalling  augmentation  of  foreign  supply,  to  remove  one- 
half  of  the  protection  which  mainly  brought  the  salt  esta- 
blishments into  existence,  and  without  which  tliey  must 
probably  fall  before  the  superior  capital  and  facilities  of 
their  foreign  competitors. 

If  it  is  deemed  important  that  the  revenue  laws  should 
be  modified,  with  a  view  to  inci*ease  the  employment  of 
American  tonnage  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  it  is  humbly 
submitted  whether  the  experiment  can,  with  justice  and 
propriety  be  confined  to  a  single*  article  of  home  produc- 
ioii.  In  following  this  inquiry,  it  is  by  no  means  intended 
;o  question  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  saving  from  ruin- 
>us  competition  every  branch  of  manufacturing  and  pro- 
liictive  industry  in  which  we  have  made  encouraging  ex- 
periments; but,  if  this  rule  is  not  to  be  preserved  in  its 
general  and  beneficial  influence,  the  inquiry  occurs,  why 


variety  of  other  articles,  present  themselves,  with  which 
mr  vessels  could  be  more  profitably  employed  than  in 
ransporting  salt,  as  these  would  pay  higher  freights  in 
jroportion  to  bidk,  and  which,  by  their  liberal  introduc- 
ion  from  abroad,  would  really  lighten  the  burdens  which 
ur  citizens  must  encounter  in  creating  and  preserving, 
or  a  time,  any  impoitant  branch  of  manufacture.  Lead, 
1  bars  or  sheets,  pays  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound; 
I  shot,  five  cents;  ground  in  oil,  or  formed  into  pipes, 
le  same;  which  protection,  we  should  suppose,  on  first 
icw,  was  scarcely  needed  by  the  home  producer,  who 
ends  it  at  $2  50  per  hundred  along  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
ssippi;  yet,  to  guard  against  an  influx  disastrous  to  the 
vvners  and  workers  of  lead  mines,  the  foreign  article  is 
xcluded  by  a  duty  amounting  to  from  seventy-seven  to 
no  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  ton. 

Coal  pays  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  bushel,  and  iron  thir- 
.'-scveii  dollars  per  ton.  If  the  duty  were  reduced  one- 
alf  on  these  articles  of  primary  necessity,  they  would  fur- 
sh  more  eligible  and  more  profitable  freights  to  our  ships 
iturning  from  Liverpool,  and  relieve,  to  a  much  greater 
cg-ree,  the  burdens  of  taxation  so  loudly  complained  of 
y  the  advocates  of  a  free  importation  of  salt,  and  not  more 
^riously  affect  those  engaged  in  the  home  supply  than  the 
eduction  of  duty  docs  those  encagfed  in  the  sadt  trade. 

Sugar,  now  paying  a  duty  of  from  three  to  twelve  cents, 
:cording  to  its  quality,  for  the  protection  and  encourage- 
ent  of  our  Southern  fellow-citizens,  and  which  enters 
to  the  daily  consumption  of  every  family,  by  a  similar  re- 
Lc lion  of  the  duty,  and  upon  the  same  hypothesis,  would 

vc  been  cheapened  to  all  who  use  it,  and  enlarged  the 


India  trade.  Had  our  tariff  laws  underwent  a  general  mot 
dification,  upon  the  principle  applied  to  salt,  the  increased 
commerce  in  these  few  enumerated  articles  might  alone 
have  essentially  diminished  the  importation  of  that  article, 
by  attracting  commercial  operations  to  other  commodities 
within  the  range  of  diminution.  This  view  of  the  subject 
is  presented,  rather  to  show  the  extreme  injury  done  to 
one  particular  branch  of  domestic  industry,  than  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  other  pursuits  into  tlie  same  vortex. 

It  is  certainly  a  subject  of  national  felicitation  to  witness 
thedevelopment  of  the  rich  resources  of  the  Mississippi 
States  in  coal,  sugar,  iron,  and  lead;  and  no  pleasing  re- 
flection could  attend  the  contemplation  of  their  palsied  ef- 
forts and  hopeless  struggles  with  unrestrained  foreign 
competition;  although  such  a  state  of  things  might,  as  has 
been  shown,  prove  less  injurious  to  the  manufacturers  of 
salt,  than  their  encountering  alone  the  undivided  force  of 
foreign  competition. 

Among  the  plausible  grounds  upon  which  the  salt  du^ 
has  been  assailed,  the  quality  of  the  American  article  ho]<u 
a  conspicuous  place;  and,  so  far  hai  this  prejudice  been 
carried,  that  the  domestic  salt  is  believed  to  be  excluded 
in  preparing  provisions  for  the  navy,  and  perhaps  for  the 
army.     That  the  Westenr  salt  is  sometimes  discolored  by 
combinations  of  ferruginous  matter,  is  fiimifiar  to  all  who 
use'  it,  and  with  many  it  is  a  mark  of  recommendation,  as 
it  identifies  the  commodity  with  wliat  they  have  long  em- 
ployed, and  with  the  excellence  of  which  they  are  well 
acquainted.     It  may,  however,  be  remarked,  that  the 
number  of  estal^lishments  is  so  great,  that  various  degrees 
of  perfection,  in  the  preparation  of  salt,  necessarily,  and, 
perhaps  inevitably  exist,  and  lead,  to  the  production  of 
some  of  inferior  quality;  but  this  is  the  invariable  conse- 
quence of  every  branch  of  business  in  its^arlier  stages. 
Time,  competition,  increasing  experience,  and  wholesome 
inspection  laws,  are  rapidly  diminishing  the  production  of 
impure  salt,  and  must  shortly  banish  all  of  that  grade  from 
the  markets. 

The  general  character  of  the  Western  salt,  and  particu- 
lariy  that  manufactured  on  the  Kenhawa  river,  will  not 


s  salt  selected  for  sacrifice?     Iron,  coal,  lead,  sugar,  and  suffer  in  comparison  with  that  of  Lymington,  introduced 


so  extensively  into  tlie  United  States,  as  the  frequent  pre- 
ference given  by  purchasers  to  the  former  abundantly 
proves.  If,  however,  coarser  salt  is  really  necessary  for 
packing  salted  provisions,  it  requires  but  the  protecting 
agency  of  the  Government  in  favor  of  its  production  by 
solar  evaporation  to  extend  the  supply  to  any  desirable 
amount. 

The  enterprise  of  individuals  has  already  made  extensive 
progress,  in  New  York,  in  this  species  of  maimfacture,  in 
which  the  size  of  crystal  and  purity  of  mineral  do  not  suf- 
fer in  comparison  with  the  best  salt  of  Europe;  and,  al- 
though this  expensive  mode  of  production  can  only  be 
sustained  through  its  infancy  by  the  fixed  and  permanent 
policy  of  the  Government,  it  requires  but  moderate  foster- 
ing to  become  as  general  as  the  sources  of  supply. 

Should  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  in  the  interim, 
require  a  relaxation  in  favor  of  the  coarser  salt,  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  entire  manufacture  ought  to  be  surrender- 
ed; a  system  of  drawbacks,  remitting  the  duty  on  all  salt 
used  in  putting  up  pork,  beef,  and  fish,  would  remedy  the 
want  of  that  peculiar  article,  and  but  slightly  affect  the 
general  operations  of  the  salt  business. 

The  unexampled  exclusion  of  American  salt  by  the 
Navy  Board,  can  only  be  accounted  for  on  the  gfround 
that  those  gentlemen  have  acted  under  misrepresentation 
or  misapprehension  as  to  the  various  qualities  of  our  do- 
mestic supply.  If  the  exclusion  had  been  limited  to  the 
inferior  quality,  or  to  the  kinds  deemed  unfit  for  packing 
and  preserving  barrelled  provisions  on  long  voyages,  it 
would  have  stimulated  to  the  production  of  the  kinds 
suited  to  those  special  purposes;  but  a  sweeping  rejection 


nployment  of  American  shipping  engaged  in  the  West  can  only  operate  as  a  general  disparagement  of  our  own 
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salt,  and  the  diacourag«ment  of  any  attempta  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

A  review  of  table  G  shows  us  how  deeply  the  English  salt 
makers  are  interested  in  the  questions  under  considera- 
tion: although  salt  costs  fifty  per  cent,  higher  in  England 
than  in  the  West  Indies,  and  notwithstanding  her  general 
exclusion  of  the  products  of  our  agriculture,  and  the  ex- 
cessive burdens  she  imposes  on  those  of  the  planting  States,. 
we  imported  from  that  lungdom,  between  the  oOth  of 
September,  1828,  and  the  Ist  of  October,  1829,  more 
than  one-half  of  tlie  foreig^i  supply,  and  from  Great  Bri- 
tain and  lier  dependencies,  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
salt  received  in  the  United  States  from  abroad.. 

These  facts  also  demonstrate  how  much  the  importation 
of  this  article  is  governed  by  the  course  of  our  foreign 
commerce^  and  how  little  by  the  price  at  the  place  from 
whence  it  comesy  or  tlie  vicinity  oi  the  points  at  which  it 
is  produced. 

The  fact  may  not  be  generally  known,  that  salt  in  Eng- 
land is  a  drug  at  the  price  for  which  it  is  sent  to  the  United 
States;  and  from  which  it  follows  tliat,  as  soon  as  the  vic- 
tory ^all  be  achieved  by  the  importer  over  the  home 
manufacturer,  the  price  must  rise,  and  the  ten  cents  of 
duty  relinquished  here  will  be  a  bounty  of  like  amount  to 
the  foreign  producer;  and  can  it  be  the  policy  of  the 
American  Government  thus  to  sacrifice  her  citizens  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  British  capitalists,  or  to  destroy  from 
six  to  seven  millions  of  American  property,  under  the  der 
lusive  hope  of  obtaining  a  cheaper  supply  of  salt?    We 
trust  that,  before  this  perilous  experiment  is  made.  Con- 
gress will  reflect  that  capital  in  trade,  if  excluded  from 
one  channel,  still  continues  active,  and  finds  employment 
In  another.     But  that  is  not  so  with  investments  in  this 
business;  they  are  fixed.  If  the  salt  establishments  are  de- 
stroyed, the  annihilation  of  the  capital  is  as  complete  as  if 
buried  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean.     If  *<the  cultivation, 
within  ourselves,  of  the  means  of  national  defence'and  in- 
dependence" has  not  lost  its  value,  we  yet  hope  that  the 
fostering  hand  of  Congress  will  not  be  withdrawn  from 
this  important  branch  of  manufacture.     In  a  war  with  a 
maintime  nation,  it  must  be  principally,  if  not  altogether, 
relied  on.  The  condition  of  our  country  in  the  two  former 
wars  with  Great  Britain  cannot  but  be  recollected;  and  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  the  want  of  a  home  supply  of 
salt  was  felt  among  the  moat  disastrous  results  of^  those 
struggles.     What  was  found  more  essential  to  national  de- 
fence than  this  indispensable  means  of  supplying  and  pre- 
serving the  food  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  well  as  furnish- 
ing the  inhabitants  with  this  necessary  article  j>f  lifi:^ 
What  nation  can  boast  of  independence,  that  relies  on  fo- 
reign countritts  for  the  primary  articles  of  food  ?    In  the 
language  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  now  at  the  head 
of  the  Government,  **lt  is  time  that  we  should  become  a 
little  more  Americanized,  and,  instead  of  feeding  the  pau- 
pers and  laborers  of  England,  feed  our  own;  or  else  in  a 
short  time,  by  continuing  our  present  policy,  we  shall  all  be 
rendered  paupers  ourselves."     The  example  of  England 
herself  is  before  us.     In  the  whole  history  of  her  political 
economy,  no  instance  is  found  of  her  ever  having  once 
adopted  a  policy  for  acquiring  a  manufacture,  and  after- 
wards changing  it  in  the  slightest  degree.      The  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  she  has  never  failed  to  acquire  and 
establish  such  manufacture,  however  unpromising  in  its 
commencement;  and  she  has  invariably  obtained  the  arti- 
cle manufactured  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  of  better  quality, 
than  it  could  be  imported.      It  is  owing  to  this  salutary 
feature  in  her  policy,  more  than  to  any  other  circumstance, 
that  she  now  stands  unrivalled  in  her  manufactures,  in 
commerce,  and  in  wealth. 

Some  notice  has  been  taken  of  a  supposed  monopoly 
among  the  manufacturers  of  salt  in  the  West,  to  increase 
the  price  of  the  article  to  the  consumer — ^a  suegestion,  as 
little  sustained  by  the  facts,  as  the  hypothesis  that  a  repeal 


of  the  duty  will  not  afiect  the  salt  makers  of  that  tepon. 
A  business  carried  on  on  almost  eveiy  tributaxy  of  the 
Ohio,  and  spread  through  sevei)  or  eight  States*  is  not  in 
its  nature  susceptible  of  concerted  actioir  or  combined 
operation.  So  wild  a  project  was  never  thought  of,  muc& 
less  attempted.  If  the  imputation  is  directed  to  the  manu- 
facturera  of  salt  on  the  Great  Kenhawa,  it  ia  eoually  with- 
out foundation.  These  works  have  met  with  animated 
and  almost  overwhelming  competition  in  almost  all  the 
markets  winch  they  have  supplied;  and,  during  aome  yem 
past,  a  part  of  the  manufiicturers,  to  supply  tbemsekes 
with  the  means  of  carrying  on  their  businesa,  and  to  save 
themselves  from  the  threatened  ruin,  contracrted  witk 
capitalists  for  the  sale  of  salt  which  they  made.  The  mi-a- 
sure  resulted  from  a  want  of  adequate  protection  on  the 
part  of  Government,  and  the  consequent  excess  of  s^.t 
introduced  into  the  Western  States.  This  excess  be- 
yond the  consumption  also  compelled,  at  a  most  serioos 
loss  to  the  trade,  the  abandonment  of  nnanj  salt  velh» 
which  otherwise  might  have  been  profitably  employed  is 
active  business,  and  has  for  some  years  constrained  the 
manufacturers  to  limit  their  production,  to  their  Tcry  se- 
rious disadvantage. 

These  certaimy  were  not  measures  of  choice,  but  of 
stern  necessity,  which  tlie  Government  only  could  luve 
prevented,  by  securing  the  home  market  to  the  home  prt»- 
ducer.  During  those  years  of  difficulty  and  entbarrajs- 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers,  they  scdd  their  sak 
at  very  reduced  rates,  to  meet  the  exigencies  under  which 
they  were  placed^  and  if  tlie  purchasers  availed  themsehrei 
of  their  stock  on  hand  to  augment  the  price,  (which  is  not 
believol  to  have  been  the  case,)  no  part  of  the  profits  ac- 
crued to  the  salt  makers,  nor  had  they  any  agency  in  tbe 
subsequent  sales.  They,  therefore,  cannot  but  think  thai 
wanton  injustice  alone  could  seek  an  excuse  for  the  rt  peal 
of  the  duly  in  measures  which  had  their  origin  in  the  in- 
adequacy of  its  amount^  and  in  the  condition  of  our  fo- 
reign commerce.  Monopoly  on  the  Keiihawa,  with  t 
view  to  profit,  could  scarcely  find  a  place  in  tlie  riew*  of 
the  manufacturers,  as,  with  a  very  moderate  share  of  sa- 
gacity, they  would  not  fail  to  peiccive  tl»e  effect  of  su::^ 
an  attempt.  Any  increase  of  price  beyond  what  was  es- 
sential to  tlie  carrying  on  of  their  business,  Woukl  operate 
more  effectually  as  a  bounty  to  the  minor  works,  ilian  as 
a  source  of  gain  to  the  controlling  establishments;  so  thit 
cverj'  increase  of  price  in  their  commodity  would  effectu- 
ally stimulate  the  production  of  others,  anci  bring  increased 
supplies,  both  from  home  and  abroad,  into  the  mark<.-is 
for  which  they  were  competitors,  by  which  their  saJ« 
would  inevitably  be  narrowed^  and  tlicir  business  f<rc- 
judiced. 

At  present,  and  for  some  time  past,  the  salt  business 
has  been  more  methodically  conducted.  With  a  view  *.:> 
abridge  the  expenses  which  accrue  in  effecting  sales,  ai^. 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  every  market  a  more  roc- 
stant  and  regular  supply,  an  agency  or  factorage  has  het-r. 
effected,  which  is  no  less  advantageous  to  tlie  consun*.fr 
than  the  manufacturer.  The  factors,  as  is  usual  in  snch 
cases,  make  a  small  advance  upon  the  salt  delivcrrto  io 
their  hands,  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  securing  the  mar.u- 
facturer,  and  enabling  him  to  prosecute  his  operati<Hi> 
The  factor  is  then  bound  to  keep  a  constant  and  suffic'ent 
supply  in  all  the  markets  usually  frequented,  and,  aJicr 
sales  have  been  made,  to  pay  over  to  each  manufiictiutr. 
pro  raiOf  the  whole  proceeds  of  such  sales,  subject  oriy 
to  the  deductions  of  the  advance  payment,  the  expen&.> 
incurred  in  reaching  the  markets,  and  a  small  commission 
as  a  compensation  to  the  agent.  Under  this  arrangeme  r.t, 
the  manufacturers  have  the  regulation  of  the  price  of  tV 
commodity,  which  the  active  and  increasing  competit'.cn 
in  the  West,  of  a  necessity,  keeps  at  its  minimum. 

This  arrangement  secures  to  every  market  a  full  supph. 
and  reduces  th^  price  to  the  consumer,  by  diminishing  the 
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expense  inseparable  from  an  agency  for  each  establish- 
ment, and  obriates  the  inconvenience  of  individual  sliip- 
ments,  by  which  some  markets  were  overstocked,  and 
others  insidequately  supplied;  but,  with  all  the  economy 
which  it  introduces  into  the  business  of  vending  the  com- 
modity, and  with  all  the  improvements  in  process  of  pre- 
paring the  salt,  the  foreign  supply  along  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  leaves  but  little  hopes  of  sustaining  the  com- 
petition, without  the  restoration  of  the  former  duty. 

The  amount  of  these  importations  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  precision,  but  the  aggregate  may  be  approximated 
by  the  following  known  amounts,  shipped  from  Orleans, 
and  received  during  the  fore  part  of  toe  present  year: 

B\iahc*lt. 
At  Nashville,  and  on  the  Cumberland,  -        -  125,000 
At  Louisville,  and  Above  the  mouth  of  Cumber- 
land river,         88,000 

At  Cincinnati,  and  above  Louisville,      -        -  55,000 

At  Florence,          -        -        -        -    "  -        -  35,000 

At  »Iaysville, 5,000 

On  the  Lower  l^ssissippi,  and  western  district 

of  Tennessee, 12,000 

St  Louis  and  Upper  Mississippi,              -        -  45,000 


Total  bushels. 


►365,000 


The  deep  interest  which  Virginia  ought  to  feel  in  the 
preservation  of  her  salt  trade,  is  illustrated  by  the  leading 
and  successful  establishments  on  the  Great  Kenhawa  and 
on  the  Ilolston.  The  extent  of  the  operations  of  the  first 
is  evidenced  by  the  inspector's  returns;  and  of  the  latter, 
by  the  communications  of  General  Preston  and  Colonel 
White.  The  ag^^regate  quantity  being  more  than  suffi- 
cient for  the  entire  population  of  Virginia,  at  forty-four 
pounds  of  salt  for  each  person,  and  rorming  a  source  of 
wealth  and  independence  to  the  Commonwealth,  unappre- 
ciable  in  the  minds  of  those  who  examine  with  care  the 
latent  causes  of  national  prosperity  and  individual  hap- 
piness. 

The  amQunt  of  property  put  in  jeopardy  by  the  enact- 
ment of  last  winter,  from  a  reasonable  estimate,  amounts 
to  from  six  to  seven  millions,  distributed  over  twenty 
States.  The  number  of  persons  employed,  fVom  the  best 
evidences  which  are  accessible,  are  oelieved  to  be  about 
tliree  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifly-tbree?  and  if  we  may 
estimate  their  families  as  averaging  four  members,  not 
less  than  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  twelve  per- 
sons are  now  dependent  on  the  continuance  of  this  branch 
of  industry?  and  surely  no  parental  Government,  charged 
with  the  destinies  of  a  nation,  can  fail  to  give  the  most  se- 
rious consideration  to  a  measure  affecting  such  a  mass  of 
property,  and  uivolving  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
so  large  a  portion  of  its  people^  or  venture  updn  the  con- 
summation of  an  experiment  fraught  with  such  evident 
danger. 

The  salt  bunneas  rivals  no  one  of  the  great  springs  of 
national  wealth,  while  it  is  au^uliary  to  some  ofthe  highest 
importance.  It  does  not  draw  its  contribution!!  from 
what  other  pursuits  might  develop,  but  brings  into  action 
the  brine  of  the  ocean,  and  the  salt  springs  fed  from  the 
bowel^  of  the  earth,  which  otherwise  would  remain  va- 
lueless. 

The  shock  which  has  been  given  to  this  mass  of  proper- 
ty, and  to  the  employment  and  resources  of  so  many  of 
our  people,  is  felt  throughout  the  Union,  and  can  only  be 
arrested  by  the  repeal  of  tiie  obnoxious  act.  It  has  not 
yet  commenced  its  operations;  investments  have  not  yet 
been  made  with  a  view  to  its  provisions,  and  its  repeal 
cannot,  therefore,  prejudice  the  interests  of  any. 

Under  the  libenu  patronagfe  of  the  Government,  and 

•  Mttcb  of  thi*  quantity   if  rr«eiTc€  at  New  Orleani,  coaitwitc, 
rrom  tlie  Norihero  purtt. 


with  the  unlimited  resources  which  are  possessed,  the  salt 
business  must  extend  itself  until  it  reaches  the  limit  by 
which  every  manufacture  musb  be  bounded — tiie  ultimate 
demand  on  the  one  side,  and  the  minimum  price  of  a 
living  profit  on  the  other;  improving  in  quality  as  the 
lights  of  science  and  the  aids  of  experience  shall  shed 
their  influence  over  its  operations,  and,  ere  long,  ^ving 
a  cheaper  and  better  commodity  for  the  consumption  of 
tlie  American  people,. than  foreign  States  can  supply,  as 
is  now  measurably  illustrated  by  the  Kenhawa  works, 
whose  capacity  for  production  is  fully  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  whole  Western  States,  should  circumstances 
warrant  the  exertion  of  their  resources. 

-But,  if  once  destroyed,  the  loss  is  irretrievable.  If  the 
modern  doctrine  of  free  trade,  taught  by  those- whose 
manufactures  are  advanced    beyond    competition,    and 

1>ressed  upon  those  whose  establishments  must  be  annihi* 
ated  by  its  adoption,  is  to  mark  the  course  of  our  Govern- 
ment, tiie  consequence  must,  in  our  humble  judgments, 
be  the  prostration  of  every  manufiicture  which  our  people 
have  attempted,  and  that  of  salt  among  the  earliest  sacri- 
fices. The  lessons  of  experience  may  come,  but  they 
will  come  too  late;  for  statesmen  cannot  rebuild  by  legis- 
lation what  their  laws  have  destroyed;  as  all  roust  be 
aware  that  when  a  manufacture  is  once  abandoned  by  the 
policy  of  the  Government  whose  protection  gives  it  exist- 
ence, or  whose  fostering  care  gave  it  extension,  confidence 
is  at  an  end;  and  prudent  men  will  not  risk  Uieir  capital 
when  they  see  it  has  been  lost  by  a  change  of  opinion 
which  may  again  occur,  and  overwhelm  them  in  the  ruin 
of  a  new  experiment. 

The  earnest  conttderation  which  the  manufacturers  of 
salt  in  the  county  of  Kenhawa  have  given  to  this  subject, 
satisfies  them  of  tiie  correctness  ofthe  facts,  and  the  accura- 
cy of  theconclusions  which  they  have  urged,  and  constrains 
them  to  address  themselves  for  relief  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  Congress,  with  the  confident  prayer  and  ex- 

Eectation  that  we  policy  indicated  by  the  enactment  of  the 
ist  sesmon  will  be  reviewed  and  retraced,  and  the  duty 
on  foreign  salt  restored  at  least  to  its  former  amount. 
They  deem  it  unnecessary  to  remonstrate  against  a  further 
reduction  of  the  impost,  because  they  are  satisfied  that  no 
state  of  things  can  arise,  in  wh\ph  the  representatives  of 
the  people  and  the  States  can  be  induced  further  and  more 
rapidly  to  crush  the  important  establishments  ofthe  country. 
Unanimously  concurred  in  at  a  numerous  meeting  of 
the  manufactufers  of  salt,  held,  in  pursuance  of  public 
notice,  at  Terra  Sahs,  in  the  county  of  Kenhawa,  on  the 
22d  day  of  October,  1830;  and  subscribed  for  and  ou 
their  beludf,  and  by  their  order. 

JOEL  SHREWSBUBY,  Chairman. 
Ajcnaxw  Pabks,  ikarttary. 

CURRENT  COINS. 

Iv  SxiUTX,  DxcxxBXK  15,  1830. 

Mr.  Saktobd,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  current  coins,  and  to  report 
such  amendments  of  the  existing  laws  concerning  coins 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  mi^e  the  following  report: 

The  coins  now  in  the  United  States,  and  the  bank  notes 
now  circulating  as  mon^,  are  estimated  to  amount  to  about 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  The  coins  are  estimated 
to  amount  to  about  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars;  of 
which  sum,  it  b  estimated  that  about  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  are  held  by  the  banks,  and  about  eight  millions  of 
dollars  are  in  circulation  among  the  people.  The  bank  notes 
in  circulation  are  estimated  to  amount  to  about  seventy- 
seven  nuUions  of  dollars.  The  amount  of  monejr  in  circu- 
lation among  the  people  ii^  accordingly,  about  eighty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  consisting  of  about  seventv-seven  mil- 
lions of  bank  notes  and  about  eight  millions  of  cdns. 

The  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  of  coins  14  the 
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estimated  avertre  of  the  coins  held  by  the  banks,  for  seve- 
ral years  preceding*  this  time.  The  banks  in  the  principal 
seaports  have,  at  this  time,  an  unusual  quantity! of  coins; 
and  the  amount  of  coins  now  held  by  those  banks  is  much 
greater  than  the  sums  which  they  have  generally  held. 

Of  the  sura  of  seventy-seven  millions  of  dollars  of  bank 
notes  in  circulation,  it  is  estimated  that  about  one-half  con- 
sists of  notes  ibr  sums  exceeding  five  dollars,  about  one- 
fburth  of  notes  for  iive  dollars,  and  about  one-fourth  of 
notes  for  sums  less  tlian  five  dollars.  The  notes  /or  sums 
less  than  five  dollars  are  chiefly  for  one  dollar,  two  dollars, 
and  three  dollars,  and  a  great  portion  of  them  consists  of 
notes  for  one  dollar. 

The  power  to  establish  banks  is  claimed  and  exercised 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  also  by  each 
of  the  States.  There  are  now  in  the  United  States  about 
five  hundred  incorporated  banks,  and  the  number  is  an- 
nually increased. 

The  public  reveiiue  of  the  United  States,  and  of  every 
one  of  the  States,  is  collected  and  disbursed  almost  wholly 
in  bank  notes. 

The  coins  held  by  the  banks,  and  in  circulation  among 
the  people,  are  silver.  All  the  coins  in  common  circulation, 
and  most  of  those  held  by  the  banks,  are  half  dollars  and 
the  minor  silver  pieces. 

We  have  no  gold  coins  in  circulation. 

This  country  has  never  determined  that  either  gold  or 
silver  should  be  used  as  money,  in  exclusion  of  the  other 
metal.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  evidently 
contemplates,  in  the  power  conferred  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of 
foreign  coins,  and  the  restriction  imposed  on  the  States 
to  make  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  coins  a  tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts,  that  the  money  of  this  country  shall  be  gold 
and  silver.  Our  system  of  money,  established  in  the  year 
1792,  fully  adopts  the  principle  that  it  is  expedient  to  coin 
and  use  both  metals  as  money;  and  such  has  always  been 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  fact  that  we  have  no  gold  coins  in  use,  is  not  the 
intended  effect  of  our  institutions.  It  has  resulted  from 
too  low  a  valuation  of  gold  in  respect  to  silver  when  our 
system  was  established,  and  a  progressive  rise  in  the  rela- 
tive value  of  gold  since  that  time.  By  our  sj'stem,  the 
two  metals  are  coined  upon  the  basis  that  one  pound  of 
gold  is  equal  in  value  to  fifteen  pounds  of  silver;  and  all 
our  coinage  of  the  two  metals  has  been  executed  in  con- 
formity to  this  relative  valuation.  This  proportion  was  too 
low  a  valuation  of  gold  in  the  year  1792;  and  it  is  certainly 
much  too  low  a  valuation  of  gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  at 
this  time.  Our  gold  coins,  being  mnch  underrated  in  re- 
spect to  siWer,  have  never  had  any  general  circulation  in 
the  country;  they  have  ceased  to  be  used  as  money;  they 
are  merely  merchandise,  purchased  by  a  considerable  pre- 
mium over  silver;  and  they  are  used  in  manufactures,  or 
exported  to  Europe. 

Our  public  coinage  of  ^Id  is  now  wholly  without  any 
public  benefit.  We  prohibit  and  punish  all  private  coin- 
age of  gold;  we  coin  this  metal  at  the  mint,  upon  a  prin- 
ciple which  does  not  permit  it  to  circulate  as  money;  and 
we  pay  the  expense  of  this  useless  coinage.  In  practice, 
this  ccttn^^  affords  a  facility  to  the  possessor  of  gold  bul- 
lion, since  it  enables  him  to  employ  the  mint  to  weigh  and 
assay  his  bullion,  and  to  divide  it  into  very  convenient 
portions  without  expense  to  himself.  When  the  coins  are 
received  from  the  mint,  they  are  sold  for  their  value  as 
bullion;  some  of  them  are  used  in  manufactures,  and  the 
greater  part  are  exported.  If  we  will  not  rectify  the  legal 
proportion  between  the  coins  of  the  two  metals,  we  ought 
to  abolish  the  coinage  of  gold,  save  a  useless  expense^  and 
leave  gold  to  be  treated  like  other  metals  not  coined  as 
money. 

Each  of  the'  two  metals  is  peculiarly  convenient  for  pur- 
poses to  which  the  other  is  not  well  adapted.     SUver  is 


divisible  into  pieces  of  small  weight  and  small  value,  &rid 
is  convenient  for  payments- of  moderate  amount,  but  s 
very  inconvenient  when  large  sums  are  paid  or  transport- 
ed. Gold,  containing  the  greatest  value  in  the  stnalk-Ki 
compass  and  weig^it,  cannot  be  well  used  in  pieces  rat- 
ciently  small  for  very  small  payment!^  but  is  cmincour 
convenient  for  large  payments  and  long  transpomtion. 
These  different  advantages  cannot  be  enjoyed  without  the 
use  of  botli  metals:  neither  metal  can  be  conveniently  used 
as  a  measure  of  value,  in  the  form  of  bullion;  andukn 
only  one  of  tlie  metals  is  coined,  the  great  convenience  gi 
using  the  other  in  the  form  of  coins  is  denied. 

If  both  metals  are  coined,  they  must,  to  render  ti.fia 
entirely  convenient,  be  arranged  into  one  system  of  mew 
and  the  value  which  each  metal  bears  in  relation  to  tk 
other,  is  the  basis  upon  which  the  connexion  of  the  tw« 
species  of  coins  must  rest.  But  these  metals,  thorgafv 
less  variable  in  value  than  otlier  thin^,  are  sjtill  subject  tr 
variation;  and  tlie  two  species  of  coins  will  not  cimiU'. 
together,  unless  their  relative  value  is  very  nearly  *ilj»is»! 
to  the  relative  market  value  of  the  two  metals.  To  «cv?t 
the  use  of  the  two  species  of  coins,  the  relative  Tah<  o( 
the  two  species  of  metals  must  be  adopted  as  the  rchui 
value  of  the  two  species  of  coins;  and,  for  the  same  par- 
pose,  the  relative  value  of  .the  two  species  of  coins  mustV< 
chang^  when  any  considerable  change  in  the  rcbtit. 
value  of  the  two  metals  takes  place,  llie  relative  nk. 
of  gold  and  silver  at  any  time  may  be  sufficiently  isrr- 
tained;  the  two  species  of  coins  may  be  adjusted  to  tb' 
relative  value;  ana  such  an  adjustment  will  secure  the  :> 
of  tlie  coins  of  both  metals,  so  long  as  the  relative  iu:kct 
value  of  the  two  metals  sbaJl  continue  nearly  the  s^me  '«i' 
the  legal  proportion  of  the  coins.  When  a  legal  propou; ' 
is  established,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  how  lorg  the  reii- 
tive  market  value  of  the  two  metals  will  continue,  vithiv 
material  variation;  but  experience  has  shoivn  that  a^Ji 
ble  adjustment  will,  in  general,  secure  adequate  por'j<^ 
of  the  two  species  of  com  during  a  long  period. 

Minute  variations  in  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  $ih'' 
occur  without  end.  They  result  from  fluctuations  In  tt; 
demand  or  the  supply  of  the  respective  metals;  thty  ait, 
Generally,  of  short  duration;  and  they  are,  in  gencnu,^^ 
orations  which  compensate  each  other,  and  leave  the  *^- 
rage  of  relative  value  unvaried.  Such  fiuctuation>  rt.) 
little  disturb  the  concurrent  circulation  of  the  two  spece 
of  coins;  and  even  greater  fluctuations  may  occur,  -•>• 
still  leave  a  sufficient  supply  of  the  j:oins  of  C2ch  mctii^ 
circulation*  When  a  disparity  in  relative  value,  belvcci' 
the  two  species  of  coins  and  the  two  metals  in  bullc  < 
occurs,  a  premium  on  the  underrated  coins  follo%^  ^'^ 
this  premium  is  an  inconvenience;  but  while  the  prcci-uit 
is  small,  it  may  leave  an  adequate  supply  of  that  spece^oi 
coins.  While  the  coins  of  either  metal  may  be  eas.ly  c> 
tained  by  coins  of  the  other  metal,  the  general  utility  af 
the  two  species  of  ooins  is  attained;  and  variations  vii'^'' 
do  not  defeat  that  object  are  of  little  moment.  Tbi>«'^- 
gree  of  harmony  between  the  coins  of  the  two  metal?  -' 
entirely  att^unable,  and  is  sufficient  for  practical  ccnvc- 
nience.  Those  considerable  and  durable  variations,  uli'C-i 
afler  a  due  adjustment  of  the  coins,  are  sufficient  to  ri^<^ 
either  species  of  coins  from  currency,  are  of  slow  progrcs.- 
When  they  take  place,  the  remedy  is,  to  act  again  ups. 
tlic  principle  which  led  to  preceding  adjustments,  i^  *•« 
conform  the  coins  to  the  actaal  relative  value  of  the  t^'^" 
metals. 

The  necessity  of  occasional  cdiustments  is  a  small  incc^ 
venience  when  compared  with  the  great  inconvcnicDCc  c 
using  only  one  of  the  metals;  and  such  has  been  the  exp« 
rien«e  of  mankind. 

Our  money  now  :n  use  is  bank  notes  and  silver.  B^'|' 
notes  are  pressed  into  every  channel  of  circulation;  a**^ 
though  no  man  is  legally  bound  to  receive  them,  they  -^ 
generally  received.    So  great  is  the  amount  of  bank  fi<^^ 
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in  circulation,  so  widely  are  these  notes  diffused  through 
our  extensive  country,  and  so  much  is  silver  banished  from 
circulation,  that  the  option  to  demand  silver  is  not  within 
the  reach  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  The  creditor, 
and  especially  tlie  poor  man,  who  can  neither  wait  for  pay> 
ment  nor  go  to  a'  bank  to  demand  silver,  accepts  the  bank 
notes  which  are  offered  to  him,  not  because  he  prefers 
them  to  silver,  but,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  because  he  is 
in  effect  constrained  to. accept  them  or  nothing.  One  of 
many  causes  which  swell  this  torrent,  and  impose  upon  the 
people  a  species  of  necessity  to  use  paper  money,  is  the 
want  of  gold  coins. 

Gold  and  silver  have  intrinsic  value  in  all  times  and  all 
circumstances;  and  coins  of  these  metals  are  money  in  all 
the  exigencies  of  men  and  societies.  Credit  is  a  substitute 
for  money;  but  it  is  a  substitute  dependent  upon  local 
and  temporary  opinion  and  the  casualties  of  human  affairs, 
and  is  liable  to  great  abuses.  The  coins  should  be  such, 
that  when  credit  is  substituted  f(H*  gold  and  silver,  either 
of  these  metals  may  still  be  used  by  all  who  do  not  choose 
to  give  credit;  and  still  more  is  it  necessary,  when  credit  h 
impaired  or  destroyed,  that  gfold  and  silver  should  readily 
take  its  place.  Whether  a  country  has  paper  money  or 
not,  the  system  of  coins  should  be  the  same.  All  paper 
money  consists  in  promises  to  pay  coins;  «nd  the  coins  for 
which  promises  are  issued,  should  be  such  as  sound  prin- 
ciples require  where  no  paper  money  exists. 

Bank  notes  are  frequently  received  in  preference  to 
sliver,  when  gold  coins  would  be  more  convenient  or  de- 
sirable than  bank  notes.     In  such  cases^  gold  would  be 
used  if  it  could  be  procured;  and  it  should  be  attainable. 
To  refuse  to  coin  gold  for  the*  sake  of  paper  money,  or 
because  paper  money  occupies  a  place  which  gold  would 
fill,  would  be  a  mischievous  error.     A  bad  state  of  the 
coins  is  a  gresA  evil;  but  when  such. a  state  of  the  coins  is 
continued,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  use  of  paper 
money,  th^  end  is  pernicious,  and  the  means  are  u^n  abuse 
of  power.    Our  banks  have  the  right  to  pay  their  notes  in 
silver;  and  they  ought  not  also  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
an  entire  banishment  of  gold  coins  from  the  United  States. 
There  will  surely  be  sufficient  scope  for  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes,  when  the  coins  which  they  do  not  expel  from 
use  shall  consist  partly  of  both  metals:  and  if  it  is  the  inte- 
rest of  the  ban^s  that  we  should  have  no  gold  coins,  the 
public  interest  of  the  country  is,  that  we  should  have  coins 
of  gold  as  well  as  coins  of  silver. 

If  the  slow  and  gradual  variations  which  take  place  in 
the  values  of  gold  and  silver,  are  an  objection  to  the  use 
3f  both  these  metals  as  money,  far  greater  is  the  objection 
o  paper  money  issued  in  such  quantities  as  must  necessa- 
*ily  produce  great  fluctuations.  Strange,  indeed,  must  be 
hat  policy  which  can  tolerate  five  hundred  different  kinds 
)f  paper  money,  and  cannot  tolerate  both  g^ld  and  silver; 
rhich  cannot  endure  the  instability  of  the  precious  metals, 
tnd  can  submit  to  the  great  derangement  of  values  pro- 
luced  by  excessive  and  fluctuating  issues  of  bank  notes. 

The  power  to  coin  money  and  regpulate  its  value,  resides 
xclusively  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Our 
aper  money  is  issued  by  a  multitude  of  banks  established 
y  different  authorities,  and  under  no  common  control; 
ud  when  we  do  not  suffer  the  evil,  we  are  constantly  ex- 
oseci  to  the  danger  of  excessive  issues  of  bank  notes, 
inhere  the  circulating  coins  are  both  gold  and  silver,  pa- 
er  money  is  less  used  than  it  is  where  all  the  coins  are  of 
Iver;  and  the  currency  of  gold  coins  in  our  country  will 
md  to  repress  this  constant  tendency  <o  excess  of  paper 
loney.  So  far  as  the  use  of  gold  coins  in  addition  to  sil- 
!r  may  counteract  this  excess,  the  effect  will  be  benefi- 
al.  If  all  our  banks  were  uader  the  control  of  one 
overnmenty  the  use  of  gold,  as  welt  as  silver,  in  coins, 
mid  be  a  most  salutary  check  upon  excessive  issues.  In 
e  actual  atate  of  our  paper  money,  it  is  much  more  ne- 
ssatry  that  this  check  should  exiat  and  operate;  and  tlie 


first  step  to  this  object  is  the  due  exercise  of  the  power 
to  coin  gold  and  silver.  The  coinage  of  both  these  metals 
is  not  only  dictated  by  the  sense  of  the  constitution  and 
the  soundest  principles  of  public  economy,'  but  is'  also  re- 
quired by  the  condition  of  our  paper  money:  and  this 
measure  entrusted  solely  to  this  Government,  is  one  of  its 
high  dttties  to  the  country. 

Whether,  therefore,  we  consider  this  question  upon 
principles  which  should  prevail  in  all  times  and  all  coun- 
tnes,  or  in  reference  to  the  peculiarities  of  our  own  con- 
dition, it  is  expedient  that  we  should  coin  and  use  gold  as 
well  as  silver. 

While  we  have  so  much  paper  money,  we  cannot  have 
any  g^at  quantity  of  the  precious  metals  in  use,  as  money; 
and  while  this  extensive  use  of  paper  money  shall  con- 
tinue, an  adjustment  of  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
silver  will  not  bring  much  gold  iuto  circulation.  Still,  the 
necessar)'  adjustment  should  be  made.  No  man  can  fore- 
see how  far  the  present  course  of  issuing  paper  money 
will  proceed,  or  how  long  paper  money  in  its  present 
forms  and  abundance  will  be  tolerated.  Whatever  may 
happen  in  respect  to  paper  money,  the  precious  metals 
should  always  be  coined,  and  a  sound  system  of  coins 
should  be  in  constant  operation,  to  the  end  that  whether 
paper  money  should  be  used  or  not,  and  whether  the 
amount  of -our  coins  shall  be  great  or  small,  a  portion  of 
them  may  consist  of  gold,  and  another  portion  of  silver. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  29th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1828,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed 
to  ascertain,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  possible,  the  propor- 
tional value  of  gold  and  silver  in  relation  to  each  other; 
and  to  state  such  alterations  in  the  gold  coins  of  the  United 
States,  as  may  be  necessary  to  conform  those  coins  to  the 
silver  coins,  in  true  relative  value.  On  the  4th  day  of 
May  last,  the  Secretary  made  a  report  to  the  Senate.  This 
very  able  report  presents  a  mass  of  facts  and  statements 
which  are  highly  important;  and  among  tlie  papers  an- 
nexed to  it,  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  which  is  inesti- 
mable, for  sound  and  just  views  of  the  use  of  gold  and 
silver  as  money. 

By  our  ^'stem,  the  expense  of  coining  both  gold  and 
silver  is  defrayed  by  the  Government;  ana  the  coins  them- 
selves are  not  subjected  to  any  charge.  He  who  brings 
gold  or  silver  to  the  mint  to  be  coined,  receives,  in  return, 
the  same  quantity  of  pure  metal  in  coins  which  he  delivers 
to  the  mint  in  bullion.  The  proportional  value  of  the  two 
metals  in  our  coins  should,  therefore,  be  tlie  relative  in- 
trinsic value  of  pure  gold  and  pure  silver. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  it  may  be  expedient  to  coin 
our  gold  in  a  ratio  to  silver  of  one  or  two  per  centum  less 
than  the  relative  market  value  of  gold  to  silver;  but  this 
idea  is  inadmissible.  l*he  end  of  coining  the  two  metals 
is,  that  tliey  may  circulate  together;  that  every  person 
who  has  corns  of  either  silver  or  gold,  may  easily  exchange 
them  for  coins  of  the  other  metal;  and  that  the  people 
may  enjoy  the  advantage  of  using  either  species  of  coins, 
according  to  convenience  or  pleasure.  To  attain  this  end, 
the  two  metals  must  bear  the  same  relative  value  in  coins 
which  they  bear  as  bullion.  Where  gold  bullion  and  silver 
bullion  are  wanted,  they  are  supplied  in  suitable  propor- 
tions, according  to  the  demand  for  each  metal;  ana  where 
gold  coins  and  silver  coins  arc  adjusted  in  value  to  the 
relative  market  value  of  the  two  metals,  the  due  portions 
of  the  two  species  of  coins  are  determined  by  convenience 
and  tttility.  '  A  legal  proportion  different  from  the  relative 
market  value  of  the  two  metals,  banishes  the  coins  of  the 
underrated  metal  from  circulation,  or  confines  them  to 
partial  use,  with  a  premium  over  the  coins  of  the  other 
metal,  and,  therefore,  either  defeats  the  object  of  a  legal 
proportion,  or  abridges  its  benefits.  If  it  is  expedient 
that  both  metals  should  be  used  in  coins,  hoth  species  of 
coins  should  circulate  freely,  and  without  the  embarrass- 
ment of  purchasing  one  by  a  prc«nium  upon  the  other; 
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and  neither  of  them  should  be,  more  than  the  other,  a  Bub- 
ject  of  traffic.  No  legal  advantage  should  be  given  to 
either  metal,  in  the  relative  valuation  of  the  two  metals 
in  the  coins:  and  our  legal  proportion  should  be  the  true 
relative  value  of  g^ld  and  silver  in  the  United  States. 

The  relative  ^ue  of  gold  and  silver  is  found  in  the 
prices  which  these  metals  bear  when  they  purchase  each 
otlier;  and  an  average  of  a  great  number  of  prices,  du- 
ring a  considerable  period,  is  regarded  as  the  relative  value 
of  the  two  metals,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  pro- 
portional value  of  the  two  species  of  coins. 

Statements  of  the  prices  of  gold  in  this  country  are 
annexed  to  Mr.  Ingham's  report;  and  many  others  have 
been  obtsuned.  A  mere  average  of  all  the  prices  which 
appear  in  the  statements,  would  not  deserve  reliance  as  a 
true  expression  of  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals, 
for  the  purpose  of  an  adjustment:  and  all  such  statements 
must  be  examined  with  g^eat  circumspection  and  attention 
to  many  circumstances,  in  order  to  deduce  from  them  sa- 
tisfactory evidence  of  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals 
in  the  United  States. 

Our  gold  coins,  the  gold  coins  of  other  countries,  and 
gx)ld  in  bullion,  are  all  sold  and  bought  as  bullion.  The 
prices  paid  for  our  gold  coins  are  expressed  very  simply, 
by  the  premiums  on  the  nominal  value  of  those  coins. 
Gold  bullion  and  foreign  gold  coins  fluctuate  somewhat 
more  than  our  own  gold  coins;  but  the  prices  of  all  of 
them  are  in  gener^  nearly  the  same:  and  tlie  prices  of 
gold  in  all  its  forms  may  be  considered  as  expressed  by 
the  rates  of  premium  on  our  gold  coins.  An  examination 
of  these  premiums  will,  therefore,  sufficiently  compre- 
hend the  prices  of  all  gold  in  this  country. 

The  premiums  paid  for  our  gold  coins  have  varied  much 
at  different  times;  the  lowest  premium  having  been  one 
per  centum,  and  the  highest  six  and  three-fourUis  per  cen- 
tum, lliese  are  the  limits  of  fluctuation,  according  to  the 
statements;  but  it  is  ascertained  that  in  some  few  instances 
tlie  premium  paid  has  been  seven  per  centum. 

Our  gold  coins  are  considered  to  be  one-half  of  one  per 
centum  defective  in  weight  and  standard;  and  this  allow- 
ance is  made  in  connexion  with  the  premiums,  in  the  cal- 
culations which  follow. 

Our  supply  of  gold  from  foreign  countries  is  constant; 
and  the  domestic  supply  from  the  Southern  States  is  now 
considerable.  The  demand  for  gold  in  this  country  is  for 
manufactures  and  for  exportation.  A  yery  considerable 
quantity  is  used  in  manufactures,  and  the  demand  for  gold 
for  this  purpose  is  very  steady;  but  the  quantity  used  in 
manufactures  is  far  less  than  the  quantity  exported.  The 
chief  demand  for  gold  is  for  exportation;  and  this  demand 
is  sometimes  £^eat,  and  at  other  times  it  entirely  ceases. 
Hence  result  great  fluctuations  in  the  prices  .of  gold  in 
this  country. 

One  principal  reason  of  these  great  fluctuations  in  the 
prices  of  gold,  is,  that  we  do  not  use  gold  atf  money.  Bul- 
lion fluctuates  more  than  coins;  but  where  either  of  the 
precious  metals  is  used  as  money,  the  demand  for  coins 
tends  strongly  to  ^ivc  stability  to  the  value  of  that  metal, 
both  in  coins  and  m  bullion.  If  there  were  a  steady  inter- 
nal demand  for  gold  coins  as  money^  in  addition  to  the 
demands  for  manufactures  and  for  exportation,  there  would 
be  far  more  stability  in  the  prices  of  gold  in  this  country. 

Another  cause  of  these  fluctuations  exists  in  fluctua- 
tions of  the  medium  by  which  gold  is  purchased.  Our 
money  in  use  is  silver  and  bank  notes;  far  the  greater  part 
in  bank  notes;  and  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion is  sometimes  greatly  increased,  and  at  other  times 
greatly  reduced.  These  fluctuations  of  the  amount  of 
circulating  money  raise  or  reduce  the  pVices  of  gold  as 
they  affect  all  other  prices. 

Tlie  great  demand  for  gold  is  for  exportation  to  Europe, 
and  especially  to  England;  and  this  demand,  much  more 
than  any  other,  governs  the  prices  of  gold  in  the  United 


States.  When  gold  is  not  wanted  for  exportation  to  Eif  • 
land,  all  other  demand  for  it  is  so  small,  that  it  f»llt  a 
price  considerably  below  the  general  average  oX  itsnise: 
and,  excepting  the  ordinary  demand  for  nuinu&cturts,  lit- 
tle is  bought  or  sold,  until  the  course  of  commerce  ipia 
produces  a  demand  for  gold  for  exportatioQ.  The  pnces 
of  gold  are,  therefore,  governed,  to  a  great  extent,  by  tk 
current  rates  of  exchange  on  England;  gold  rising  in  piict 
as  these  r»tes  of  exchange  rise,  and  ndlingas  theyfaL 
When  exchange  on  England  is  low,  gold  is  so  Me  u(k- 
mand,  that  it  evidently  falls  much  bdfow  the  general  rdt- 
tive  value  which  gold  bears  to  silver,  either  inthiscoantry 
or  in  Europe.  When  the  rates  of  exchange  on  Engbad 
are  low,  the  prices  of  gold  follow  the  prices  of  bills,  ud 
not  the  price  of  silver:  and  when  the  remittances  an 
made  partly  in  bills  and  partly  in  gold,  the  price  of  gdd 
is  still  determined  by  the  rates  of  exchange.  WbeQO- 
change  and  gold  both  rise  to  such  rates^  that  alrer  i 
exported  to  England,  the  two  metals  are  placed  agiis^ 
each  other  in  active  use,  and  gold  receives  its  Ttluatks 
in  respect  to  silver  from  the  two  demands  for  noou&c- 
tures  and  exportation. 

We  have  thus  diflTerent  states  of  prices  of  gold;  est 
when  neither  of  the  precious  metals  is  exported;  anotie 
iKrhen  gold  is  exported,  and  silver  is  not  exported;  od 
another  when  both  the  metals  are  exported. 

The  relative  valuation  of  the  two  metals  in  the  ccb 
should  be  such  that  neither  species  of  coins  vill  be  ei 
ported  in  preference  to  the  otner.^  If  the  two  metilsB 
valued  in  the  coins  at  such  a  rate,  in  comparison  with  ad 
other,  that  one  species  of  coins  is  exported  while  the  ottff 
remains,  the  c^ject  of  an  adjustment  is  not  attained  IV 
existing  evil  for  which  we  seek  a  remedy,  its  that  oar  goie 
coins  beijig  underrated  in  respect  to  our  silver  coii^  <^ 
not  circulate,  and  are  exported.  The  lover  prices  of  off 
gold  when  it  is  used  only  in  manufiictures,  do  not  expRS 
Uie  relative  value  of  goM  and  silver,  which  will  render  tk 
coins  of  both  metals  equally  subject  to  exportation,  in 
average  of  all  the  premiums  on  our  gold  taken,  wHb^ 
discrimination,  is  three  and  seven-e^hths  per  centum:  a. 
we  know  with  certainty  that  gold  is  exported  to  Ej«tefl 
in  preference  to  silver,  and  with  more  profit,  until  tb- 
prices  of  gold  rise  to  a  much  higher  preouum. 

We  cannot  have  the  use  of  gold  coins  while  it  is  idbR 
profitable  to  export  them  than  to  export  silver:  v^^^ 
impossible  to  retain  g^ld  coins  in  the  countiy,  unless  tbff 
legal  value  in  relation  to  silver  is  such,  that  when  onec^ 
talor  tlie  other,  or  both,  must  be  exported,  there  shall  ^ 
no  profit  in  exporting  gold  rather  than  silver. 

Our  coins  or  both  metals  are  intended  for  doDQesbcc^ 
culation;  and  the  relative  valuation  of  gold  and  ali* 
which  will  ensure  this  object,  cannot  be  found  either  id  tbe 
prices  of  gold,  which  occur  when  neither  of  the  two  » 
tals  is  exported,  or  in  the  prices  which  prevail  when  g* 
is  exported  and  stiver  is  not  exported.  The  rehsrt 
valuation  which  will  ensure  the  concurrent  circuhlioiij| 
the  two  species  of  coins,  must  be  found  in  the  prices  vbio 
the  two  metals  bear  when  both  are  exported:  and  ^ 
average  for  the  purpose  of  an  adjustment  roust  be  dnr 
from  the  prices  which  prevail  when  both  mctaJs  areei- 
ported,  or  are  in  demand  for  exportation. 

The  prices  of  gold  exhibited  in  the  statements  of  cuitos 
prices,  are  prices  actOally  paid  when  there  arc  sales,  a»^ 
estimated  rates  when  there  is  no  sale.  These  stateiea^ 
do  not  show  the  number  of  sales,  or  the  quantity  sohi  K 
any  time;  nor  do  they  discriminate  between  ^'^^"^Jj"^ 
and  estimated  values.  If  tlie  different  sales  of  gold,  t^ 
the  quantities  sold  at  different  times,  were  stated,  u»^ 
actu^  prices  were  distinniished  from  estimated  ^"'^' 
would  appear  that  when  the  premium  on  our  P^^^  5 
large  quantities  of  this  metal  are  sold  and  P^^^^*^^~i^ 
when  the  premium  is  low,  the  quantity  bou^t  tndso» 
small;  and  that  when  there  is  no  sale,  the  prices sUtediR 


APPENDIX— To  GahB  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


cxxxv 


Current  Coins, 


[21st  Cove.  2d  Ssss. 


estimates  founded  in  most  cases  upon  the  lower  prices  of 
rold.  When  these  facts  are  disregarded,  and  an  equation 
3  drawn  from  all  the  rates  of  premium  stated  for  a  lone 
leriod,  it  produces  too  lo«r  a'  valuation  of  gold:  and  reli- 
Ace  for  a  just  average  roust  be  placed  upon  those  prices 
or  which  the  greater  part  of  this  merchandise  is  bought 
tnd  sold,  rather  than  upon  those  lower  prices  which  are 
ither  nominal,  or  real  only  when  gold  is  not  exported 
roro  the  United  States. 

At  tliis  time»  the  premium  on  our  g^ld  coins  does  not 
zceed  two  per  centum:  and,  according  to  this  premium, 
he  value  of  gold  in  respect  to  silver  would  be  15.375  to 
;.  Yet  the  relative  value  of  gold  is  now  unquestionably 
nuch  higher  than  this  ratio,  both  in  America  and  Europe. 
Exchange  on  England  is  now  low:  the  only  demand  for 
pold  is  for  manufactures;  and  the  supply  much  exceedslhe 
leinand  for  this  object.  Ttus  very  low  premium,  result- 
ng  from  low  rates  of  exchange  on  England,  is  for  the 
ime  a  real  price  of  gold;  but  it  is  certainly  not  that  price 
rhich  will  place  the  two  metals  in  such  relative  valuation, 
bat  when  a  demand  for  exportation  shall  arrive,  either  gold 
T  silver  may  be  exported  with  equal  profit.  . 

Silver  is  not  exported  to  Europe*  until  exchange  on 
^giand  rises  to  aboU|t  nine  and-a  half  per  centum  of  no- 
oinal  premium:  and  when  exchange  on  England  is  at  this 
ate,  the  premiums  on  our  g^ld  appear  to  be  very  seldom 
sss  tlian  nve  per  centum,  and  generally  at  higher  rates, 
rhough,  when  bills  on  England  are.  at  nine  and  a  half  per 
entum  of  nominal  premium,  silver  begins  to  be  exported, 
et  little  is  then  exported;  and  it  appears  certain  that  siU 
er  is  not  exported  equally  with  gold,  until  biUs  on  Eng*- 
ind  rise  to  ten  and  a  half  or  eleven  per  centum  of  nomi- 
lal  premium.  When  exchange  on  England  is  at  ten  and  a 
lalf  per  centum  of  nominal  premium,  the  premiums  on 
ur  gold  appear  to  be  very  seldom  less  tlian  nve  and  a  half 
ter  centum,  and  generally  at  higher  rates* 

An  average  of  the  pi*emiums  on  our  g^ld,  of  five  per 
entum,  and  higher  rates,  not  exceeding  six  and  three- 
Mirths  per  centum,  is  five  and  seven-eightlis  per  centum, 
lut  as  the  premium  lias  seldom  risen  to  six  and  three- 
)urth8  per  centum,  and  most  of  the  sales  of  gold  for  ex- 
ortition  liave  been  made  for  premiums  between  four  and 
lialf  and  six  and  a  half  per  centum,  the  average  of  the 
igher  premiums  may  rather  be  estimated  at  nve  and  a 
Alf  per  centum. 

The  table  £,  subjoined  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  letter,  isa  state- 
!ient  of  the  rates  of  exchange  on  England,  and  tlie  pre- 
liums  on  our  g^ld  coins,  for  each  month  of  a  period  of 
Dur  years  and  a  lialf,  commencing  with  January,  1825, 
nd  ending  with  June,  1829.  Mr.  Gallatin  states  that  the 
verage  premium  on  our  g^ld  coins  for  the  whole  of  that 
eriocl  has  been  about  five  and  one-sixth  per  centum  on 
leir  nominal  value;  and  he  estimates  tlie  ratio  of  gold  to 
liver,  deduced  from  this^rate  of  premium,  to  be  15.82 

3l. 

If  we  select  any  particular  period  for  an  average  of 
rcmiums,  the  period  stated  in  the  table  £,  being  re- 
ent  and  of  considerable  length,  is  very  proper  for  that 
urpose;  but,  during  other  considerable  periods,  tlie  pre- 
kiums  on  our  gold  and  the  rates  of  exchange  on  England 
ave  be  en  much  lower  than  tliey  were  from  January,  1825, 
)  June,  1829.  WlM^ther  we  take  the  premiums  of  one 
eriod  or  those  of  anotlier^  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
Iver  which  will  secure  the  circulation  of  botli  metals  in 
sins,  must  be  found  in  the  premiums  which  prevail  when 
oth  silver  and  g^ld  are  exported.       / 

To  avoid  the  inaccuracy  which  may  exist  in  compiled 
atements  and  estimated  rates,  a  great  number  of  prices 
n  actual  sales  of  gold  in  the  city  of  New  York  have  been 
>tained;  and  many  of  these  saleft  took  place  during  the 
eriod  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1825,  to  the  last  day 
r  June,  1829.  An  average  of  all  the  premiums  on  our 
>ld  paid  on  these  actual  sales  during  that  period  is  5.58 


per  centum.     The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  result- 
ing from  this  rate  of  premium  is  15.912  to  1. 

When  all  these  facts  and  circumstances  are  duly  estimat- 
ed, the  conclusion  is,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  an  adjustment 
which  shall  place  the  coins  of  the  two  metals  in  such  rela- 
tion to  each  other,  that  both  may  circulate  in  the  United 
States,  our  average  must  be  drawn  from  the  premiums  on 
our  gold,  higher  than  about  four  and  a  half  or  four  and 
three-fourths  per  centum;  and  that  the  average  of  this 
higher  class  of  premiums  is  about  five  and  a  half  per  cen- 
tum. This  is  the  lowest  average  which  can  be  deduced 
from  tliose  prices  of  gold  which  prevail  in  this  country, 
when  both  gold  and  silver  receive  their  valuations  from 
demand  for  internal  use  and  demand  for  exportation  to 
Europe.  According  to  this  average  price  of  gold,  the  rela- 
tive value  of  gold  and  silver  in  our  coins  should  be  15.9  to  1 . 

In  France,  the  relative  value  of  gold  to  silver  is  about 
12.82  to  1. 

In  Great  Britain,  gfold  is  in  value  to  silver  about  as 
15.86  to  1. 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  Spain  has  been 
16  to  1  during  the  last  fifty  or  sfxtv  years;  and,  according 
to  recent  information,  the  value  of  gold  in  Spain  is  now 
a  little  higher  than  this  proportion. 

In  Portugal,  the  rise  of  gold  and  the  decline  of  silver 
in  relative  value  were  slower  and  later  than  in  Spain :  but 
the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  in  Portugal  is  now 
about  16  to  1,  and  this  proportion  appears  to  have  pre- 
vailed there  for  many  years. 

Tlie  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  American 
countries  south  of  the  United  States  is  a  fact  of  great  im- 
portance in  this  inquiry.  In  countries  which  produce  one 
or  both  of  the  precious  metals  in  considerable  quantities, 
the  supply  from  the  mines  fluctuates;  these  fluctuations  are 
sometimes  great;  and  an  extraordinarv  supply,  or  an  un- 
usual failure  of  either  metal,  affects  the  relative  value  of 
the  two  metals.  In  most  of  the  American  countries  which 
contain  rich  mines  of  these  metals,  the  values  of  gold  and 
silver  have  been,  during  many  years,  disturbed  by  war, 
civil  commotions,  and  arbitrary  rcg^iUtions,  concerning 
the  mines  and  commerce  in  these  metals.  These  circum- 
stances render  it  difficult  to  obtain  exact  information  con- 
cerning the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  in  those  coim- 
tries;  but  though  this  relative  value  cannot  be  ascertained 
with  accuracy,  it  may  still  be  discovered,  so  far  as  to  leave 
little  uncertainty. 

From  the  information  which  can  be  obtained,  it  appears 
that  the  value  of  gold  in  relation  to  silver  is  about  16  to  1 
in  all  the  American  countries  south  of  the  United  States. 
This  relative  value  seems  to  have  prevailed  in  those  parts 
of  America  which  were  formerly  Spanish,  and  especially 
in  Mexico  and  Peru,  during  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years. 
In  Brazil,  gold  was,  for  a  long  time,  somewhat  leas  valua- 
ble; but,  during  the  last  ten  years,  the  relative  value  of  the 
two  metals  in  Brazil  has  also  been  about  16  to  1.  In  the 
West  Indies,  the  two  metals  fluctuate  much,  in  respect  to 
each  otlier;  but  the  ratio  of  16  to  1  seems  to  be  the  average 
of  relative  value. 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  this  countiy 
must  depend  principally  upon  their  relative  value  in  the 
countries  from  which  we  receive  these  metals,  and  their 
relative  value  in  the  cmintries  to  which  we  send  them;  and 
their  relative  value  here  must  be  determined  as  much 
by  the  prices  for  which  we  buy  g^ld  and  silver,  as  by  the 
prices  ix>r  which  we  sell  these  metals.  When  we  deduce 
the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  this  country 
from  relative  values  existing  in  other  countries,  wc  must 
resort  as  well  to  the  countries  from  which  these  metals  are 
imported,  as  to  the  countries  to  which  they  are  exported; 
and  ouf  conclu«on  must  be  drawn  from  both  sources. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  foreign  commerce,  our  sup- 
ply of  gtild  and  silver  is  received  chiefly  from  the  Amc- 
riean  countries  south  of  the  United  States.     More  than 
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one'third  of  the  whole  is  now  received  fVora  Mexico. 
We  export  gold  and  silver  to  Great  Britain,  siWer  to 
France,  some  silver  to  China  and  the  south  of  Asia,  and 
some  gold  and  silver  to  other  countries.  Our  exports  of 
silver  to  China  were  formerly  great,  and  are  now  small. 
During  the  year  ending  on  the  SCfth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1828,  the  amount  of  our  exports  of  silver  to  India 
and  China  was  less  than  one  million  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and  for  the  year  ending  on  tlie  30tli 
day  of  September,  1829,  our  exports  of  silver  to  the  same 
countries  did  not  amount  tp  one  million  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Far  the  greater  part  of  all  the 
gold  and  silver  exported  from  this  country  is  sent  to 
Europe. 

If  we  take  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
American  countries  from  which  we  receive  these  metals 
to  be  16  to  1,  and  the  average  of  the  relative  value  of  the 
two  metals  in  all  Europe  to  be  15.85  to  1,  the  medium  be- 
tween these  valuations  is  15.925  to  1;  and  this  ratio  coin- 
cides very  nearly  with  the  proportion  deduced  from  those 
actual  prices  which  prevail  in  this  country,  when  both  sil- 
ver and  gold  are  exported  to  Europe. 

The  Government  of  the  Netherlands  has  recently  ad- 
justed the  relative  value  of  the  tuo  metals  in  the  corns  of 
that  country,  and  lias  established  the  proportion  between 
g^ld  and  silver  at  15.875  to  1;  but  the  detaib  which  may 
attend  this  regidation^  in  respect  to  charges  for  coinage  or 
other  particulars,  are  not  known. 

Uy  the  regulations  of  Spain,  the  proportional  value  of 
gold  and  silver  at  the  mint  is  16  to  1,  and  has  been  so 
since  the  year  1779.  There  is,  probably,  a  seignorage  on 
the  coinage  of  these  metals  at  the  mint:  but  the  Spanish 
regulations  in  this  respect  are  not  accurately  known.  It 
is  certain  that  in  Spain  the  coins  of  the  two  metals  circu- 
late together;  that  silver  is  much  more  abundant  than  gold; 
and  that  the  gold  coins  usually  bear  a  small  premium  over 
the  coins  of  silver. 

The  regulation  concerning  the  relative  value  of  the  two 
metals  in  tlie  coins,  established  by  Spain  in  1779,  was  at 
the  same  time  extended  to  all  the  mints  in  Spanish  Ameri- 
ca; and  since  that  time  gold  and  silver  have  been  coined 
by  all  the  mints  under  the  power  of  Spain,  in  conformity 
to  that  regulation. 

Since  the  American  countries,  formerly  Spanish,  and 
now  independent,  have  established  their  own  mints,  they 
have  observed  the  same  regulation;  and  their  coinage  of 
the  two  metals  is  according  to  the  value  of  16  to  1. 

The  proportion  between  gold  and  silver  in  the  Portu- 
guese coins  of  the  two  metals  is  16  to  1,  and  Iuls  been  so 
since  the  year  1820.  In  Portugal,  tlie  coins  of  both  me- 
tals circulate  togetlier;  but  much  the  greater  part  of  the 
circulating  coins  is  silver. 

In  Brazil,  the  proportional  value  of  gold  and  silver  at 
tlie  mint  is  16  to  1. 

Thus,  according  to  all  the  information  which  can  be  ob- 
tained, a  pound  of  gold  -fi  now  worth  sixteen  pounds  of 
silver  in  all  America  south  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
Spain  and  Portugal:  and,  in  all  these  countries,  this  relative 
value  has  been  adopted  as  tlie  proportional  value  of  the 
two  metals  in  the  coins.  Though,  in  some  of  these  coun- 
tries, this  proportion  may  be  varied  in  effect,  by  charges 
on  coinage;  and,  in  some  of  them,  the  coins  deviate  from 
this  proportion,  in  the  weight  or  fineness  of  tlie  coins  of 
one  or  the  other  metal;  yet  the  Cvovernments  of  all  these 
countries  have,  evidently,  considered  the  relative  value  of 
gold  and  silver  to  be  16  to  1:  and  the  concurrent  circula- 
tion of  the  coins  of  tlie  two  metals  in  these  countries  has 
well  justified  tliat  opinion. 

So  far  as  the  relative  value  of  g^ld  and  silver  in  this 
country  is  uncertain,  there  are  reasons  of  great  weight, 
which  should  induce  us  to  assign  a  high  valuation  to  gold 
in  relation  to  silver. 

The  labor  of  counting  or  weighing  the  coins  which  may 


be  necessary  for  a  remittance  to  a  foreign  conntrT,  isks^ 
in  the  case  of  gold  than  in  the  case  of  silver;  and  vbereiE 
other  circumstances  are  equal,  this  reason  alone  pradsKi 
Ihe  exportation  of  gold  rather  than  silver. 

When  the  relative  value  of  the  two  species  of  coimiC' 
cords  exactly  with  the  relative  market  value  of  tht  trt 
metals,  gold  coins  are  expcnled  in  preference  to  sihcr 
coins;  the  risk  and  expense  of  exportation  being  greater :) 
the  case  of  silver  than  in  the  case  of  gold. 

When  g^ld  and  silver  sent  to  Europe,  and  especUlkt- 
England,  have  arrived,  gold  is  in  general  conrerted  nx 
the  money  of  the  country,  or  avsulable  funds,  tomeTt  t 
sooner  than  silver;  and  gold  is,  for  this  reason,  a  better r- 
miltance. 

Gold  is  rising  in  value,  in  relation  to  nlver.  Daring  the 
last  three  hunwed  years,  gold  has,  with  some  temporm 
exceptions,  been  gradually  advancing  in  value:  dutiiifthe 
last  twenty  years,  the  enhljicement  of  gold  in  respect  t 
silver  has  been  quite  as  great  as  it  had  ever  before  b^ 
during  any  equal  period;  and  gold  stiii  continues  tone 
Tlie  immense  power  of  machinery  which  has  been  bro'j|'.: 
into  use  in  our  own  time,  is  fully  applicable,  and  is  r.^ 
applied,  to  mines  of  silver;  and  the  quantity  of  sihrerci 
tracted  from  the  earth  has,  from  this  cause,'  been  lireilt 
greatly  increased.  The  quantity  of  gold  obtained  ^ 
the  earth  has  not  been  much  increased  by  any  recent  b 
provement  of  art.  The  present  progress  of  change  ce> 
.tainly  is,  to  raise- gold  and  depreciate  silver,  in  respect* 
each  other;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  gold  will  cci^' 
nue  to  rise,  and  silver  to  fall,  in  the  future  coune  of  tie 
relative  value. 

If  our  g^ld  coins  should  circulate  to  any  considerableei- 
tent,  the  ^mand  for  gold* for  coinage  would  in  some  <i^ 
gree  enhance  the  value  of  that  metal  in  relation  to  an: 
in  tliis  country. 

Gold  is,  more  than  nlver,  banished  from  use  by  pipn 
money:  and  our  gold  coins,  in  order  to  circulate,  most  be 
able  to  contend  not  only  with  the  demand  for  gold  tc  be 
sent  abroad,  but  also  with  the  expelling  influence  of  p»p* 
money  at  home. 

If  we  should  underrate  our  gold  coins,  they  vili'^ 
no  general  circulation.  They  will  be  used  in  miniLi*- 
tures,  or  will  flow  through  the  established  channels ofccT- 
merce  as  they  now  flow,  almost  directly  from  the  mitt  ? 
Philadelphia  to  Europe.  If  we  should  slightly  orerat: 
gold,  we  shall  secure  tlie  use  of  gold  coins;  and  ve  osf 
lose  some  silver,  but  the  loss  of  our  silver  coins  even  tlioi 
would  not  &llow  to  an  inconvenient  extent  AIiim^  ^ 
our  silver  coins  are  half  dollars  and  the  minor  parts  of  tl' 
dollar.  These  coins  are  indispensable  in  their  pn^p" 
sphere  of  circulation :  their  place  cannot  be  filled  either  tf 
gold  or  bank  notes;  and  these  cmns  are  not  ofien  exert- 
ed. We  have  a  steady  supply  of  alver  in  bullion;  and  tiff 
mint  is  now  able  to  coin  any  necessary  or  desirable  (^^ 
tity  of  either  or  both  of  the  precious  metals.  An  aiW/- 
ment  of  the  relative  value  of  the  two  species  of  coins  «riS 
as  much  accuracy  as  may  be  practicable,  must  bring  ^f^ 
gold  coins  into  circulation;  and  the  gold  brought  into  cur 
rency  may  in  some  degree  displace  the  silver  coins:  ^^ 
it  will,  in  a  much  greater  degree,  take  the  place  of  M 
notes. 

The  general  course  of  our  exchanges  with  Europe^ 
against  us;  and  when  remittances  cannot  be  advant»gt(<^ 
ly  made  by  bills,  gold  is  sent  to  Europe,  and  especiiJlf' 
Great  Britain,  so  long  as  gold  is  not  evidently  too  di4?' 
this  country,  in  comparison  with  silver.  For  ihisporp**^ 
gold,  other  circumstances  being  equal,  is  much  preffne»i 
to  silver;  and  gold  rises  to  its  highest  value  in  rebtkww 
silver,  before  silver  is  exported.  This  established  cuitf-^ 
of  commerce,  in  which  gold  is  a  cnstomar)'  and  &vont« 
remittance,  tends  to  maintain  this  metal  at  a  bighnlu^i^ 
relation  to  silver.  Still,  this  cuirent  is  not  con*in^«  ^-^ 
when  gold  is  not  in  demand  for  exportation,  its  pnf « '"^ 
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filver  falls.  But  in  order  that  both  gold  and  nlver  should 
rirculate  as  money,  it  is  necessary  tnat  demands  for  ex- 
)ortation  should  fall  upon  both  metals;  that  when  a  de- 
nand  for  exportation  occurs,  it  should  in  general  be  as 
>roiitable  to  export  one  of  them  as  the  otker;  and  the  re- 
ative  valuation  wliich  will  ensure  this  object,  is  that  which 
rxtsts  when  both  metals'  are  or  may  be  exported  with 
:rqual  profit. 

These  considerations  are  submitted,  not  to  recommend 
.ny  deviation  whatever  from  the  true  relative  value  of  the 
wo  metals  in  this  country,  so  far  as  that  value  is  an  ascer- 
ained  fact;  but  to  show,  that  so  far  as  the  relative  value  of 
pld  and  silver  is  uncertain,  we  may  safely  assign  a  high 
valuation  to  g^ld,  within  the  limits  of  that  uncertainty. 

The  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one  is  recommended  by  some 
:onsiderations  which  deserve  attention.  Though  Mr.  Ing- 
kam  proposes  a  lower  valuation  of  gold,  he  is  of  opinion 
hat  the  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one  is  necessary  to  render  gold 
ind  silver  equally  attainable  in  the  United  States.  Mr> 
•Vhlte  is  also  of  opinion  that  no  valuation  of  gold,  less  in 
espcct  to  sUvcr  than  sixteen  to  one,  would  effectually  rc- 
ain  our  gold  coins  in  use.  Spain,  Portugal,  and  all  the 
Imerican  countries  which  have  mints,  excepting  tliese 
Jnited  States,  have  established  the  proportion  of  sixteen 
o  one  as  the  basis  of  their  coinage;  and  if  we  should  adopt 
he  same  proportion,  one  uniform  rule  would  prevail  in  all 
;he  independent  countries  in  America.  Much  more  of  the 
wo  metals  is  now  coined,  upon  the  basis  that  gold  is  in 
^aluc  to  silver  as  sixteen  to  one,  than  according  to  any 
»ther  proportion.     If  it  is  expedient  to  conform  our  ratio 

0  the  existing  proportion  of  any  other  country,  it  must  be 
expedient  to  adopt  that  proportion  which  prevails  most 
nridely*  and  the  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one  is  now  far  the  most 
txteiisive  example.  A  rule  so  extensive  is  entitled  to  re- 
spect; but  the  practical  operation  of  the  rule  is  much  more 
nstructive;  since  it  shows  that  this  relative  valuation  of  the 
w^o  metals  secures  their  concurrent  circulation  in  coins  in 

1  verj'  large  part  of  the  world. 

But  our  adjustment  must  be  founded  on  the  relative  va- 
ue  of  gold  and  silver  in  our  own  country;  and  the  ratio  of 
ixtecn  to  one  is  a  valuation  of  gold  somewhat  too  high 
n  the  United  States. 

Upon  all  the  facts  before  us,  the  ratio  of  15.9  to  1  an- 
)ears  the  most  eligible.  This  proportion  assigns  to  gfold 
he  averagfc  of  value  which  gold  bears  to  silver,  when  both 
netals  are  in  demand,  for  exportation:  and  it  seems  more 
ikely  than  any  other  ratio  to  attafn  and  reconcile  the  ob- 
ccts  of  a  proportional  valuation.  It  is  accordingly  recom- 
nended  as  the  relative  valuation  most  proper  to  be  esta- 
>lished  in  our  coins  of  the  two  metals. 

Various  other  ratios  have  been  suggested;  but  any  pro- 
>ort'ion  by  which  gold  shall  be  estimated  less  in  respect  to 
ilver  than  15.9  to  1,  will,  it  is  believed,  be  altogether  insuf- 
icicnt  to  ensure  the  circulation  of  gold  coins  in  this  country. 

Still,  it  will  be  better  to  adopt  any  of  the  lower  valua- 
ions  of  gold  which  have  been  proposed,  than  to  continue 
>ur  coinage  of  this  metal  according  to  the  existing  leg^l 
iroportion. 

The  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  can  never  be  stat- 
:d  with  infallible  accuracy;  but  the  entire  certainty  which 
i  unattainable,  is  not  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
tlisiiing  a  proportional  value  between  the  coins  of  the  two 
netals.  A  near  approach  to  the  relative  market  value  of  the 
wo  metals  is  sufficient  for  this  practical  object.  When  the 
dative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  any  country  is  exam- 
ned  with  the  greatest  care,  different  results  are  obtained 
ly  different  persons;  and  no  adjustment  can  ever  be  made, 
v^ithout  encountering  thb  apparent  difficulty.  In  our  own 
asc,  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  true  proportion  is 
ncreascd  by  great  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  gold;  and 
t  was  to  be  expected  that  various  opinions  concerning 
he  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  in  this  country  should 
tppcar.  The  variety  of  opinions  and  propositions  respect- 
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ing  the  ratio  proper  to  be  established  in  our  coins,  should 
not  deter  us  from  an  amendment  of  the  existing  propor- 
tion. The  difficulty  of  ascertunin^  the  true  relation  of 
value  between  gold  and  silver  in  this  country,  which  now 
exists,  will  continue  to  exist  until  we  shall  use  both  gold 
and  silver  as  money;  and  if  a  new  adjustment  should  not 
be  entirely  correct,  it  will,  by  its  Operation,  at  least,  lay  a 
foundation  >for  a  more  accurate  valuation.  The  opinions 
which  have  been  expressed  by  others,  the  opinions  now 
submitted,  and  the  facts  and  reasons  by  which  all  the  dif- 
ferent opinions  are  supported,  are  now  before  the  Senate; 
and,  from  these  materials,  the  proportion  which  shall  be 
deemed  most  eligible,  may  be  selected. 

A  bill  is  submitted,  which,  leaving  the  silver  coins  un* 
altered,  proposes  that  our  gold  coins  shall  contain  the  quan- 
tities of  metal  which  result  from  the  relative  valuation  of 
15.9  to  X<  The  weight  of  an  eagle,  according  to  this  rela- 
tive valuation,  will  be  233  36-53  grains  of  pure  gold,  and 
254  38-53  g^ins  of  standard  gold:  and  a  table  is  subjoined 
to  this  report,  by  which  the  weights  of  an  eag^e  resulting 
from  various  other  proportions  are  exhibited. 

SILVER  COINS. 

House  OF  RsPRXsxvTATivBS,  Fbbruabt  22, 1831. 

Mr.  Write,  of  New  York,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  23d 
December,  1830,  directing  them  **  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  dollars  of  the  new 
American  Governments,  and  five  franc  fncces,  shall  be 
a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands; 
and,  also,  whether  any  additional  regulations  are  neces- 
sary relative  to  the  recoinage  of  foreign  silver  coin  at 
the  mint,"  reported: 

That  the  authority  "  to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,"  is  one  of  the  powers  spe- 
cially and  exclusively  granted  to  Congress  by  tne  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  and,  in  Uie  exercise  of  this 
appendage  of  sovereignty,  various  regulations  have  been 
enacted  in  regard  to  foreign  coins  and  coinage. 

The  constitutional  expression  clearly  justifies  the  infer- 
ence that  foreign  coins  were  current  money,  and  that  their 
adjustment  and  retention  in  circulation  were  desired  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  A  brief  con^deration  of 
the  usages  of  other  States,  and  a  minute  inquiry  into  our 
own  practice  and  present  circumstances,  will  be  useful 
guides  in  the  progress  towards  just  conclusions. 

Although  national  coins  are  usually  and  appropriately 
the  metallic  cnrrency  of  the  commercial  world,  yet  some 
States  have  risen  to  the  highest  rank  in  commerce  and 
general  prosperity  without  adopting  the  principle  of  a 
standard  of  value  exclusively  in  their  own  coins.  England 
and  France  have  maintained  the  exclusive  system;  but  Hol- 
land, Hamburg,  Genoa,  China,  and  the  United  States, 
have,  more  or  less,  fireely  received  the  coins  of  well 
known  mints  at  their  intrinsic  value.  Peculiarity  of  cir- 
cumstances may  have  induced  or  recommended  this  diver* 
sity  of  regulations,  but  there  is  not  any  evidence  in  the 
historical  result,  that  the  exclusive  system  was  particularly 
beneficial,  or  that  the  free  reception  of  foreign  coins  was 
inconvenient  in  practice,  or  prejudiciad  in  its  effects.  Our 
own  experience  corroborates  the  latter  view. 

France  is  an  imposing  instance  of  g^at  national  pros- 
perity under  a  rig^d  and  persevering  adherence  to  its  own 
coins;  still,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  reception  of  fo- 
reign coins,  at  their  intrinsic  value,  with  their  use  restrict- 
ed to  larg^  commercial  transactions,  could  have  operated 
otherwise  than  beneficially.  The  profit  upon  money  trans- 
actions depends  materially  upon  its  prompt  and  easy  dis- 
bursement; and  its  being  undervalued  at  the  mint,  as  is 
the  case  in  France,  amounts  to  a  tax  and  restraint  upon  its 
importation,  and,  to  that  extent,  it  diminishes  or  prejudices 
exchanges. 
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Durinr  the  progress  of  Holland  to  pre-eminence  in  trade  was  universally  ciirrent»  from  the  fact,  that,  althmigh  m 


and  weuth,  (and  until  very  recently,)  the  introduction  of 
foreign  coins  was  uniformly  encouraged.  Money  was 
coined  for  small  domestic  purposes,  but  every  description 
of  gold  and  silver  coins  was  received  at  the  bank  accord- 
ing to  its  real  value,  and  there  assimilated  to  the  commer- 
cial currency,  under  the  general  title  of  "Banco."  Ge- 
noa at  an  early  period,  and  Hamburg  to  this. day,  have, 
with  great  advantage;  practised  a  nmilar  system  of  mer- 
cantile accommodation,  except  tliat  the  deposites  in  the 
bank  of  the  latter  city  have  always  been  restricted  to  sil- 
ver. It  is  alleged  that  the  money  of  commerce  in  China 
is  foreign  coins  converted  into  gold  and  silver  ingots  of 
certain  nneness. 

The  monetary  system  of  England  is  comparatively  mo- 
dern, and  it  is  peculiar  to  that  nation.  Except  the  late 
period  of  war,  their  regulations,  for  more  than  a  century, 
established  in  practice  the  principle,  now  in  legal  opera- 
tion, of  a  nngle  standard  in  gold,  but  a  mixed  currency. 
Bank  notes,  at  one  time  not  less  than  £20  sterling,  after- 
terwards  £10,  and  now  £5,  redeemable,  on  demand,  in 
gold,  are  issued  and  used  as  the  ch:ef  circulating  medium 
for  discharging  commercial  or  other  large  obligations. 
But  it  is  contemplated  that  all  minor  transactions,  retail 
business,  wages  of  labor,  &c.  should  be  paid  in  g^l^,  un- 
less under  the  value  of  for^-two  shillings,  when  it  is  optional 
to  use  silver  coins.  Under  tliis  arrangement,  it  is  com- 
puted that  the  currencv  of  England  is  composed  of  thirty 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  in  paper,  twenty-two  millions 
of  gold,  and  eight  millions  of  silver;  one-half  of  the  entire 
circulation  being  metallic.  Foreign  coins  are  not  a  legal 
tender,  but  gold,  in  every  shape,  is  current,  at  a  trivial 
discount,  (one-sixth'  of  a  per  cent  at  present,)  or  occa- 
monally  at  the  mint  value,  coinage  being  free.  Silver  is 
there  a  commodity,  varying  in  price  with  the  foreign  ex- 
changes; a  seignorag^  of  six  per  cent,  being  exacted  at 
the  mint,  its  coinage  becomes  a  Government  business,  and 
the  supply  is  regulated  by  the  amount  of  effective  demand. 
This  limited  use  of  silver  rather  tends  to  depress  its  mar- 
ket value,  the  more  especially  as.  this  metal,  which  Eng- 
land rejects,  is,  generally  speaking,  the  practical  currency 
and  money  of  Uie  commercial  world.  The  British  nation, 
nevertheless,  contend,  tliat  this  inconvenience  is  amply 
compensated  by  the  steady  preservation  of  the  value  of  the 
money  unit,  and  the  retention  of  the  customary  coins  per- 
manently in  circulation. 

Our  own  practice,  in  regard  to  gold  and  silver  money, 
has  differed  materially  from  the  usage  of  any  of  the  na- 
tions adverted  to;  and,  as  custom  has  an  important  influ- 
ence in  establishing  predilections,  a  minute  and  accurate 
inquiry  on  this  head  may  prove  advantageous  and  in- 
structive. 

Foreira  gold  and  silver  coins  were  the  only  description 
of  metallic  currency  that  circulated  in  these  States  ante- 
rior to  1792.  In  that  year.  Congress  authorized  the  erec- 
tion of  a  mint,  regulated  the  proportions  of  gold  to  silver, 
and  established  a  relative  value  in  all  foreign  coins  then 
current,  according  to  their  intrinsic  worth — rendering 
them  concurrent  tenders  in  payments,  in  conformity  with 
the  language  of  the  constitution,  which  distinctly  intimated 
the  necessity  and  utility  of  their  circulation. 

Although  gold  and  silver  coins  have  both  been  used  and 
regulated  by  law,  yet  it  is  believed  that  silver  coins  alone 
were  legally  recognised  during  our  colonial  history.  Whatr 
ever  may  have  been  the  case  in  this  respect,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  a  "  Spanish  dollar"  was  originally  the  prac- 
tical money  unit;  and  if  obligations  have  been  discharged 
with  gold  and  with  paper,  as  well  as  silver,  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Spanish  dollars  have,  at  all  times,  constituted,  spe- 
cially, or  In*  implication,  the  basb  of  exchange  and  the 
measure  ot  the  contract. 

Our  money  of  account  was  originally  an  ideal  unit,  call- 
ed a  pound;  but  it  is  very  evident  that  the  Spanish  dollar 


value  varied  in  the  colonies  from  4s.  Sd.  to  8t.  cunencr 
each,  it  was  uniformly  estimated,  in  computations  of  a- 
change  with  England,  at  4<.  6d.  sterling.  The  unirer- 
sality  of  that  estimate  is  presumptive  evidence  Ibit  ^ 
Spanish  dollar  was  the  practical  currency  of  the  colock«; 
and  our  adherence  to  a  mode  of  calculation  so  obviou^ 
erroneous  exhibits  such  pertinacity  as  will  only  atUcfc  ta 
old  and  well-founded  habiU;  but  the  nature  of  theesii^ 
mate  proves,  incontrovertibly,  the  antiquity  of  its  pw- 
tice.  Spanisli  dollars  of  that  value  ceased  to  circuLtL  j\ 
tale  in  1728.  From  the  reign  of  Philip  UI  of  Spaiu/tny 
that  time,  the  standard  fineness  of  silver  wasin-6d:: 
hierosfine;  therefore,  the  marc  of  Castile,  3,557  gniri, 
must  have  yielded  SJ  dollars,  containing  389  4-lG  gTj;^^ 
but  the  remedy  then  being  (two  grains  fine)  nearly  tbra 
grains  each,  the  value  of  dollars,  antecedent  to  ih»t  pc 
nod,  was,  likely,  from  386^  to  387i  grains  of  Ene  thcf 
According  to  the  British  sUndard,  establislied  in  h !. 
444  grains  of  fine  silver  being  rated  at  5*.  2d.  sttrii?. 
4«.  6rf.  were  represented  by  386  7-10  grains,  equiTaIer,r«) 
the  average  value  of  the  Spanish  dollar,  as  above  stotcu 
in  circulation  previous  to  1728.  . 

Sir  Isaac  Newton's  return  of  assays,  made  by  ordr  cs 
the  British  Government  earlier  than  1717,  contains  ua 
statement: 


Dwtf. 

Gnim. 

Kng^  f  Undftrd. 

Vilw 

• 

Dwtf. 

Or*int. 

Dollar  of  Spain, 
OoUar  of  Mexico, 
Pillar  dollar, 

17 

17 
17 

12 

10^9 
9 

17 
17 
17 

10  1-10 
8  7-10 
9 

4tl 
4  S  !•« 
4  S  7-< 

IllW. 


And  Ricard,  in  his  «« Traits  General  du  Commerce,"  in- 
serts that  it  was  rare  to  see  in  the  British  American  pn> 
vinces  any  English  coins,  but  that  the  following  fort'- 
silver  coins  were  made  legal  tenders  in  payment,  ^)  ^ 
act  of  Parliament,  passed  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Acr.. 
in  1706,  viz:  German  rix  dolUrs,  Flemish  ducatootv 
French  crowns,  Portuguese  crusadoes,  and  Dutch  ihn- 
guilder  pieces,  at  specified  rates:  and  the  varictjof- 
Spanish  dollars  is  designated  thus: 


Dollar*  of 


Sfville,  or  Mexico,  wvirfat, 
Si-vilk.or  Peruviui,    do. 
Pillar  dollar,  do. 


DwU. 

Or*  int. 

Value 
sterling. 

•.  d. 

17 

IS 

46 

17 

1% 

4.S 

17 

u 

4  6  3-4 

YtiK 

cunt**!' 


Which  several  circumstances  fully  establish  the  p^'* 
that  the  Spanish  dollar  has  been,  throughout  the  criU 
period  of  our  commercial  history,  the  practical  or  Icg^ 
money  unit,  and  the  chief  instrument  of  exchange.     ^ , 

In  1728,  the  sUndard  puritv  of  alver  in  the  Spani>)i-  ^ 
lar  was  reduced  to  eleven  dinhieros,  equal  to  odo.^g^'^ 
being  a  reduction  in  value  of  1  1-2  per  cent.;  and  an?* 
edict,  issued  in  1772,  established  the  regulation  whjcii^ 
prevails,  often  dinhieros  and  three-fourths  fine,  cquiv»J'-^ 
to  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  grains  sud  sc^f" 
eighths  to  each  dollar,  witli  but  one  g^in  fine  for  rtnic<j* 

In  1786,  the  Congress  of  the  confederation  »dop|t;'> 
dollar  as  the  money  unit,  and  fixed  its  value  at  $75C>i .  ^ 
grains  of  fine  silver,  the  coins  to  contain  one-twelfth  |* 
of  alloy.  ,. 

General  Hamilton,  in  his  celebrated  report  upon  ^ 
establishment  of  the  mint  in  1791,  recognised  the  Sp*"»^ 
dollar  as  the  practical  standard  of  the  United  States.  ^- 
from  some  cause  not  now  susceptible  of  satisfactory  ^^ 
planation,  he  does  not  appear  to  have  ascertained  con^- 
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Y  the  precise  value  of  that  coin  which  he  evidently 
csired  to  adopt  as  the  unit  and  basis  of  our  monetary 
ystcm.  The  art  of  assay  must  have  been  then  very  im- 
terfectly  understood  in  the  United  States,  as  he  notes  a 
iflTcrcnce  of  twonty-four  grains  in  the  result  of  various 
xperiments;  an  incredible  disproportion  in  coins  of 
stablished  and  universally  good  reputation. 

The  European  assays,  w^ch  returned  the  quantity  of 
ne  silver  at  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  to  three  hun- 
red  and  seventy-four  grains,  were  probably  a  correct 
ecord  of  every  variety  m  circulation;  but,  as  the  regula- 
lons  of  all  mints  are  dictated  with  fractional  precision,  it 
ught  to  have  been  inferred  that  a  discrepance  of  six 
rains  was  attributable  to  wear,  and  not  to  irregularity  in 
le  fabrication  of  such  a  valuable  commodity.  General 
lamilton  assumed  the  average,  instead  of  the  highest 
ssay,  as  the  g^roundwork  of  his  system;  and  having  added 
lereto  one-fourth  of  a  grain,  in  order  to  attain  numerical 
xaclncss  in  the  relative  value  of  gold,  our  dollar  or  money 
nit  was  finally  regulated  in  1792  by  a  law  of  Congress, 
'hich  altered  the  value  of  the  unit  adopted  in  1786,  in 
^e  following  terms:  "There  shall  be,  from  time  to  time, 
'.ruck  and  coined  at  the  said  mint,  dollars  or  units,  each 
}  be  of  the  value  of  a  Spanish  milled  dollar,  as  tlie  same 
I  now  current,  and  to  contain  three  hundred  and  seven- 
r-one  grains  and  one-fourth  of  pure,  or  four  hundred  and 
xtecn  grains  of  standard  silver." 

The  early  operations  of  the  mint  do  not  appear  to  have 
onformed  to  this  legal  regulation.  Amongst  various  as- 
iys  made  in  London  by  eminent  artists,  as  furnished  by 
>r.  Kelly,  American  dollars  are  stated  as  follows: 


Yeart. 


1795, 
1798, 
180S, 

Tcrageofs  ]rMr«» 


WcigrhC. 


dwu.  irn. 
17    8 
17  10  1-3 
17  10 
17    8 


EnglUli  •landiird. 


dwt». 

0  13  wone, 

7  do. 
10  1?    do. 

8  1-3    do. 


Gmiiif  or  fiue 
•ilrcr. 


373.0 
375 
348.3 
370 


"Whatever  may.  have  been  the  rate  or  regularity  of  the 
lint  operations,  the  quantity  of  dollars  coined  in  twenty- 
ircc  years,  ending  with  1816,  (1,400,000,)  was  too  trivial 
>  create  any  distinction  in  value  in  internal  circulation: 
ir  customary  standard,  the  Spanish  dollar,  constituted 
ten,  and  at  all  times,  the  chief  portion  of  the  metallic  cur- 
:ncy,  as  well  as  of  the  specie  held  by  the  banks.  It  con- 
nued  to  be  the  practical  tender  and  measure  of  contracts; 
id  the  concurrent  circulation  of  so  small  a  portion  of  ouf 
A'n  coins  occasioned  no  inconvenient  discrimination.  Con- 
'css  ceased  to  regulate  the  value  of  one  description  of  fo- 
Mgn  coins  aAer  another,  until,  finally,  in  1827,  none  were 
xognisedas  legal  tenders,  except  our  ancient  money,  the 
Spanish  milled  dollar."  If  plurality  rightfuUy  confers 
^nomination,  these  dollars  should  always  have  been  de- 
jnated  as  "  Spanish  American  dollars;"  they  were  coin- 
I  by  the  mints  of  this  continent,  and  the  dolbrs  of  Spain 
ere  rarely  seen  in  circulation. 

Political  events  have  given  new  and  more  respectable 
ties  to  the  countries  from  whence  these  coins  nave  al- 
ays  issued,  and  a  chancfe  of  name  alone  has  withdrawn 
■e  privilege  of  presenting  these  dollars  as  a  legal  tender 
payments. 

Very  recently  a  demand  for  specie,  upon  one  of  the 
ost  respectable  banks  in  our  commercial  metropolis, 
as  met  by  a  tender  of  dollars  coined  by  the  mints  of 
rnerica,  formerly  Spanish,  and  refiised:  the  friendly  aid 
r  another  institution  furnished  the  required  amount  in 
nited  States'  coin,  and  relieved  the  bank  from  the  mor- 
ning and  painful  alternative  of  acknowledging  its  ina- 
lity  to  redeem  its  notes  with  lawful  money;  thereby 
^zarding  the  enforcement  of  the  penal  article  of  its  char- 


ter, which  inflicts  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  interest 
until  the  demand  is  legally  discharged.  The  money  ten- 
dered was  well  known  to  be  of  the  same  standard  as  the 
"Spanish  milled  dollars,"  and  about  one-half  per  cent, 
more  valuable  than  our  coin;  fulfilling,  in  every  essential 
quality,  the  spirit  and  object  of  the  law,  yet  liable,  on  any' 
occasion,  to  be  refused,  from  a  nominal  discrepance  with 
the  legal  requisition. 

The  various  laws  of  Cong^ss  in  respect  to  foreiga 
coins  having  obviously  contemplated  their  rejection  from 
general  circulation  so^soon  as  circumstances  might  conve- 
niently authorize  that  measure,  and  as  the  "  Spanbh  mill- 
ed dollar"  will  ere  long  disappear  in  foreign  trade,  the 
present  occasion  appears  favorable  to  an  expanded  con- 
sideration of  this  subject. 

In  countries  where  gold  and  silver  compose  exclusive- 
ly, or  chiefly,  the  currency,  it  is  a  general  and  very  con- 
venient practice  to  use  national  coins.  The  public  seal  is 
a  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  value,  and  the  money  unit 
and  its  parts,  being  uniformly  exhibited,  fitcilitates  com- 
putation. This  usual  practice  did  not,  however,  obtain, 
when  our  circulation  was  principally  metallic;  and  the 
motives  of  convenience,  which  recommend  an  extensive 
issue  of  standard  coins,  cease  io  have  influence  in  our  pre- 
sent circumstances.  Our  currency  is  bank  notes,  to  the 
exclumon  of  the  predous  metals,  except  as  chang^.  The 
money  unit  of  the  United  States,  or  its  concurrent  tender, 
*<  Spanish  milled  dollars,"  is  rarely,  if  ever,  seen  in  circu- 
lation. The  currency  differs  from  that  of  all  other  na- 
tions extensively  commercial,  in  being  truly  and  efiective* 
ly  paper,  secured  by  a  specie  fund,  held  by  its  issuers, 
the  banks. 

The  public  are  deeply  interested  in  the  amount  of  this 
safety  fund;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  of  any  importance 
to  their  convenience  or  security,  whether  it  consists  of 
g^ld,  or  of  silver,  of  coins,  or  bullion. 

Its  peculiar  character  cannot  be  of  any  consequence  to 
the  banks,  as  their  interest  merely  requires  a  supply  sufli- 
cient  for  evtry  exigency,  of  whatever  may  be  aesig^ted 
lawfiil  money. 

Gold  and  silver,  whether  coined  or  not,  are  viewed  in 
the  commercial  world  as  bullion,  and  valued  according  to 
their  quantity  of  fine  metal.  -The  stamp  of  the  Umted 
States  adds  nothing  to  the  value  of  the  precious  metals 
abroad;  and,  as  it  is  a  costly  impression,  it  should  only  be 
applied  when  necessary  to  the  g^eneral  convenience  of  the 
community.  It  is  not  perceived  in  what  respect  the  pub- 
lic convenience  is  promoted  by  the  ccnnage  of  silver, 
which  passes  temporarily  into  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  and 
is  soon  afterwards  again  melted  by  refiners  in  foreign 
nations. 

That  such  is  the  course  and  effect  of  commercial  ente> 
prise,  will  be  evident  upon  reference  to  the  mint  opera- 
tions, and  to  our  trade  in  the  precious  metals. 

The  director  of  the  mint  sUtes  that  the  Anmrican  coin 
possessed  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its 
branches,  is  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars,  or  about  one- 
sixth  part  of  its  specie.  Assuming  a  similar  ratio  for  the 
State  banks,  (which  is  a  liberal  estimate,  considering  the 
advantageous  position  of  the  former  institution,)  the  en* 
tire  amount  of  American  coin  held  by  the  banks  does  not, 
likely,  much  exceed  four  millions  of  dollars.  Taking  the 
issues  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollar  notes,  in  the  Eastern 
States,  as  a  guide,  it  does  not  seem  probable  that  there  is 
a  grreater  amount  of  silver  in  general  circulation,  of  all  de- 
nonunations,  tbuan  five  millions  of  dollars,  of  which,  per- 
haps, three  to  four  millions  are  American  coin. 

According  to  this  estimate,  the  national  coins  do  not, 
likely,  exceed  seven  to  eight  millions  of  dollars  in  silver. 
The  mint  has  fabricated  thirty-seven  millions,  of  which 
nine  m'Jlions  were  of  gold.  Considering  that  twenty  mil- 
lions of  silver  coins  have  been  issued  since  1817,  and  about 
eleven  millions  within  the  last  five  years»  the  inutility  and 
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inexpediency  of  extensive  operations  at  the  mint  we  mani- 
fest. Our  coins  being  less  valui^ble  than  Spanish  dollars, 
or  those  of  the  new  American  States,  would  have  the  effect 
to  maintain  them  exclusively  in  domestic  circulation,  if 
the  currency  was  metallic;  but  the  same  cause,  that  of  be- 
ing overrated,  induces  the  banks  to  tender  them  on  all  oc- 
casions when  specie  is  demanded  for  exportation,  unless 
they  can  obtain  an  acceptable  profit  on  their  foreign  dol- 
lars. The  difference  or  intrinsic  value  is  about  four  to 
five  mills  each,  but  foreign  dollars  hltve  commanded  from 
one-half  to  one  and  one-fourth  per  cent,  premium;  hence 
the  inferiority  in  value  of  our  coins  tends  to  hasten  their 
exportation. 

The  amount  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  exported 
annually,  during  five  years  ending  with  September,  1829, 
appears  to  be  about  six  and  one-third  millUons  of  dol- 
lars. 


Inportf.  Mrrdwndiie. 

1825,  Mexico  and  8.  America,  $6,014,900 

1826,  do.  6,778,200 

1827  do.  4,735.800 

1828  do.  6,136,700 
1829,                    do.  5,913,500 


Spe«ft^ 

3,6&4,ooe 

3,657,14^- 

5,672,510 


1825,  specie  exported, 

1826,  do. 

1827,  do. 

1828,  do. 
1829)  do. 


$8,797,055 
4,098,678 
6,971,306 
7,550,439 
4,311,134 

5)31,728,612 


Average  exports  yearly,        $6,345,722 


5)29,579,100     24,251,730 
Imports  yearly  average,        $5,915,820       4,850^oOC 

These  various  details  appear  to  authorize  the  follow li^ 
conclusions: 

First  That  it  is  of  no  importance  to  the  publjc,  or  o 
the  banks,  the  description  of  the  silver  money  that  cowi- 
tutes  the  specie  fund,  provided  a  sufliciency  of  Amencaa 
coin  for  change  can  be  obtained,  and  that.  Congress  ^^t 
a  legal  character,  as  was  the  practice  forracrly,  to  6? 
foreign  coins  which  usually  circulate  in  general  coimnwce. 

Second.  That  American  coins  being  overrated,  Bgtt :-. 
comparison  with  foreign  dollars,  does  not  prevent  tljer 

free  exportationr  ,  ^      .,       r     •  ^         i     -     u 

Third.  That  the  demand  for  silver  for  internal  ciroJa- 

tion  is  ofvery  trivial  amount.  ,3       ^    ., 

Fourth.  That  a  large  portion  of  the  gold  and  silver  cocs 


The  average  yearly  amount  of  American  coins  for  three 
years,  (which  are  the  only  distinct  returns,)  is  about 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 


1827,  American  coins  expoKed, 

1828,  do. 

1829,  do. 


$1,043,600 
693,000 
612,900 

,3)2,349,500 


imported  is  purchased  with  foreign  prodace,  and  is  a 
transit,  destined,  through  our  agency,  for  distribution,  tr 
supply  the  wants  of  other  nations. 

If  tiiese  opinions  are  well  founded,  the  |nold  and  aJrer 
coins  imported  are  commercial  commodities,  calcuhtc' 
for  foreign  consumption,  and  entitled  to  every  facUitysfiS 
privilege  consistent  witli  sound  policy.       ^  _  ^. 

An  error  having  been  committed  in  establishing  tJw  "«► 
y  unit  "of  the  value  of  a  Spanish  dollar"  at  three  1 


Average  annual  export,  $783, 167 

From  which  it  appears  that  there  are,  in  all,  upwards  of 
seven  millions  of  dollars  annually  exported. 

The  imports  of  g^ld  and  silver,  during  the  same  time, 
average  seven  and  one-fifth  millions. 


1825,  specie  imported, 

1826,  do. 

1827,  do. 

1828,  do. 

1829,  do. 


$6,150,765 
6,880,966 
8,151,130 
7,489,741 
7,403,612 

5)36,076,214 


Average  imports  yearly,        $7,215,243 

During  the  same  period,  the  exports  to  Mexico  and 
South  America  averaged,  yearly,  domestic  produce,  about 
four  and  a  half  milhonsj  foreign  produce,  six  millions, 
viz. 

Export*.  DomMtie.  Foreign. 

1825,  Mexico  and  S.  America,    $5,117,900      8,533,400 

1826,  do,  4,717,700  8,237,600 

1827,  do.  4,561,500  4,879,600 

1828,  do.  4,622,200  4,509,800 

1829,  do.  4,242,400  3,459,100 

5)23,261,700    29,619,500 


Exports  average  yeariy,        $4,652,360      5,923,900 


Imports  from  these  countries  nearly  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  merchandise,  and  nearly  five  millions  of  gold  and 
»lver. 


dred  and  seventy-one  grains  and  one-fourth  of  pure  skf, 
there  are  two  modes  in  which  the  existing  and  conaequetf 
Inconvenience  may  be  remedied.  .   -.    • 

First.  The  error  may  be  rectified,  without  mactuii 
any  injory  of  consequence,  or  prejudice  to  property  cr 
contracts,  by  causing  the  rate  of  coinage  to  conform  fe 
the  original  and  clearly  expressed  intention  of  the  law,  tbu 
of  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  grains  of  fine  silver  > 
the  uiut  or  dollar,  being  the  value  of  a  Spanish  dolUr  : 
1792,  and  limiting  the  tender  of  the  half  dollars  now  -a 
circulation  to  payments  of  ten  dollars;  or. 

Second.  The  inconvenient  eflTect  of  the  error  xnay  be 
corrected  by  adhering  to  the  established  and  existing  mhtr 
sUndard,  by  rejecting  the  ancient  currency  and  money©: 
contract,  a  «*  Spanish  milled  dollar,"  as  a  tender  by  tale, 
and  by  estimating  all  foreign  coins  as  bullion,  and  ref- 
lating the  measure  of  its  value  by  its  quantity. 

The  committee  are  decidedl3r  in  favor  of  thb  kRer 
course.  A  new  and  powerful  mint  is  nearly  completfd 
and  American  corns  ought  hereafter  to  be  the<»nh  bk- 
tallic  money  in  liomestic  circulation.  The  Spanish  doU»r 
will  soon  be  unknown  in  foreign  trade;  the  dollars  of  tbf 
new  American  States  have  not  yet  been  legally  recof- 
nised;  and  specie  being  unusually  abundant,  the  ciroi*- 
stances  are  propitious  to  the  permanent  adoption  ofi 
measure  which  has  been  long  contemplated. 

The  silver  coins  in  the  banks  should  be  viewed  as  tl : 
money  of  commerce,  tiie  value  of  which  is  determined  is 
its  quantity  of  fine  metal.  This  course  is  in  acc<Hdai!Ct 
with  sound  mercantile  principles,  and  with  former  usagt 
Congress  has  repeatedly  sanctioned  it  by  regulating  *i- 
value  of  British,  Portuguese,  French,  and  Spanish  goli. 
and  also  of  five  franc  pieces  and  crowns  of  France;  gi^ii? 
them  currency,  according  to  their  ivdght  when  tendered, 
at  rates  calculated  to  mmute  fractions,  varying  with  tk 
standards  of  their  respective  mints;  a  course  of  poBcT 
which  is  equitable  to  all  in  its  effects,  and  beneficial  ^ 
well  as  accommodating  to  commercial  operations. 
Our  merchants  import  these  dollars  to  dischaige  thci: 
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ebts,  or  to  make  purchases  from  foreicm  nations.  When 
iie  imported  dollar  of  373^  to  374  g^ms  of  fine  silver  is 
eceived  on  arrival  at  the  value  of  371  i  grains,  the  import- 
ig  merchant  is  taxed  two-thirds  of  one  per  cent,  upon 
lis  property,  which  is  money.  Suppose  these  dollars  are 
ninted  into  American  coins,  one  hundred  dollars  and  one- 
lalf  will  be  furnished  to  the  depositor  for  every  one  hundred 
loUars  imported,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  of 
>ne  and  one-fourth  per  cent.,  according  to  Uie  statement 
)f  tlie  director  of  tne  mint;  and  when  thus  converted,  at 
his  heavy  expense  to  the  public,  the  one  hundred  and 
•ne-half  dollars  of  American  coin  are  less  valuable  abroad 
han  the  one  hundred  dollars  imported,  as  will  be  perceiv- 
d  by  reference  to  copies  of  actual  sales  in  France.* 

If  these  coins  were  a  legal  tender  on  the  principle  of  re- 
flation applied  to  other  coins  noted,  being  current,  by 
kreigiit,  at  the  correct  value  ascertained  by  mint  experi- 
nents,  that  of  116  1-10  cents  per  ounce,  justice  would  be 
endered  to  the  importing  merchant;  a  heavy  annual  ex- 
»ense  would  be  saved  to  the  United  States;  and  banking 
.nd  conmiercial  transactions  would  be  greatly  facilitated, 
f  our  currency  was  metallic,  public  convenience  might 
'casonably  demand,  and  properly  discharge,  the  expense 
)f  coining  all  silver  previous  to  its  being  tendered  in  pay- 
nents. 

The  foreign  dollars  being  imported  for  noi  other  object 
han  exportation,  it  appears  to  be  a  departure  from  sound 
>olicy,  to  countenance  regulations  that  cause  a  deduction 
antamount  to  the  imposition  of  a  tax  of  one-half  per  cent. 
HI  a  commodity,  as  it  were,  but  temporarily  in  entrepot. 

It  is  yet  more  injudicious  to  incur  a  heavy  annual  ex- 
>cnse  at  the  mint,  m  giving  these  coins  a  new  character 
[that  of  United  States'  dollars)  less  known  in  commerce, 
kiid«  consequently,  rather  a  disadvantageous  alteration. 

The  chances  of  profit  to  the  merchant  ai*c  greater  when 
in  export  of  the  precious  metals  is  made  in  foreign  coins. 
rhey  may  be  returned  to  the  countries  from  whence  they 
ssued,  or  where  they  are  current,  and  be  used  on  arrival 
IS  effective  money;  or  some  of  them  may  be  received  in 
>articular  States  with  partiality,  as  is  the  case  in  France 
vith  Spanish  dollars,  or  those  of  the  new  States,  which 
ippear  to  command  six  centimes  each,  or  about  11-7  per 
:cnt.  more  than  our  coins,  althougH  the  difference,  ac- 
:ording  to  the  mint  test,  is  but  one-half  per  cent. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Lnd  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  whose  opinions  are  justly 
intitled  to  g^eat  respect,  that  the  existing  inconveniences 
vould  be  removed,  by  regulating  the  Mexican  dollar  alone 
IS  a  legal  tender,  by  tale,  in  all  payments. 

The  committee  are  inclined  to  view  this  recommenda- 
ion  as  not  sufficiently  efficacious.  Our  uniform  appella- 
ion  ,of  "Spanish  milled  dollars"  embraced  the  corns  of 
9 pain,  and  of  its  various  mints  in  America.  The  discri- 
nination  suggested  might  not  be  viewed  agreeably;  and 
here  is  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  South  American  dol- 
ars  (except  those  of  Colombia)  differ  in  any  degree  as  to 
itandard  fineness,  nor  b  the  least  valiuible  of  them  inferior 
o  our  dollar. 

The  measure  proposed  would  prevent  the  recurrence 
>f  the  difficulty  experienced  at  New  York,  but  it  could 
lave  no  tendency  to  establish  Mexican  dollars  of  373 i  to 
>r4  grains  in  concurrent  and  promiscuous  circulation  with 
\.mcrican  coin  of  37H  grains  of  fine  silver.  It  would  not 
•elieve  the  mint  from  its  present  oppressive  duty  of  coin- 
ng,  uselessly,  foreign  dollars,  at  the  heavy  expense  of 
wcnty  thousand  dollars  yearly,  nor  would  it  produce  the 
lesirablc  and  equitable  effect  of  enabling  our  enterprising 
nerchants  to  obtain  the  just  value  for  their  money  on  its 
irrival.  Formerly,  when  a  merchant  imported  crowns  or 
ive  franc  pieces,  or  gold,  he  was  authorized  to  tender 
hem  in  all  payments  at  their  intrinsic  worth  in  fine  metal, 
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as  ascertained  by  the  mint.  If  this  just  right  be  so  restrict- 
ed as  to  protect  the  community  in  their  ordinary  dealings 
from  inconvenience,  the  regulation  of  all  such  foreign 
coins  as  our  merchants  trade  in,  as  legal  tenders,  (accord- 
ing to  quantity  of  fine  metal,)  cannot  fail  to  facilitate  and 
benefit  commercial  transactions. 

In  conformity  with  these  views,  the  committee  recom- 
mend that  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Central  America,  Peru, 
Chili,  and  La  Plata,  and  also  the  dollars  restampcd  in 
Brazil,  of  the  denomination  of  960  reas,  shall  be  a  legal 
tender  in  all  payments  above  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, at  the  rate  of  116  1-10  cents  per  ounce  troy,  pro- 
vided the  aforesaid  coins  shall  be  of  the  usual  standard 
fineness  of  10  ounces  15^  pennyweights  of  fine  silver  to 
the  pound  troy  of  12  oimces;  and  that  the  five  franc  pieces 
of  France,  of  the  stanoard  of  10  ounces  16  pennyweights 
fine  to  the  pound  troy,  shall  likewise  be  a  legal  tender  in 
all  payments  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  at  the  rate  of 
116  4--10  cents  per  ounce  troy. 

The  committee  bee  leave  to  annex  to  this  report  some 
valuable  documents  m  relation  to  the  mint,  which  have 
been  furnislied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  com- 
munications from  the  highly  respectable  director  of  that 
institution  will  be  perused  with  much  interest  and  satisfac- 
tion, as  Uiey  exhibit  great  skill  and  accuracy  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  scientific,  intricate,  and  important  esta- 
blishment. 

The  result  of  the  mint  operations  may  be  stated  tlius: 
1794  to  1830,  27  years- 


Gold  coined. 
Silver  coined, 


Expense, 
Wastage, 


-  9,335,000 

-  27,480,000 

$36,815,000 


854,000 
117,000 


$971,000  or  2J  per  cent.' 


Gain  on  copper,  $127,200 


1817  to  1830,  14  year*— 
G*)ld, 
Silver, 

•                        • 

-  3,800,000 

-  20,100,000 

1 
> 

$23,900,000 

Expense, 
Wastage, 

-      325,000 
66,000 

1826  to  1830,  5  years- 
Gold, 
Silver, 

$391,000  or 

IJ  per  cent. 

-  1,303,000 

-  10,937,000 

1 

$12,240,000 

Expense, 
Wastage, 

-       121,500 
30,000 

$151,500  or  li  per  cent. 

Annual  average  deposite  of  silver, 

1826  to  1830,  5  years- 
Bullion.    -  -  -            -        600,000 
Mexican  dollars  -  1,500,000 
Spanish  dollars,  -  150,000 
Various  coins,  -  150,000 


Coins, 
Average  yearly  depositc  of  silver. 


1,800,000 


$2,400,000 
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From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  mint  has  coin- 
ed, since  its  establishment  in  1794,  aboiit  thirty-seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  of  which  amount  four-fifths  probably  have 
been  exported,  leaving  only  seven  to  eight  millions  in  the 
United  States,  after  incurring  the  heavy  expenditure  of 
nearly  one  million  of  dollars. 

The  silver  coinage  of  the  last  five  years  is  nearly  eleven 
millions,  or  about  two-fifths  of  the  entire  quantity  minted 
of  ti)at  metal.  Of  these  eleven  millions,  about  eight  mil- 
lions have  been  coined  from  foreign  dollars,  chiefly  of  that 
description  which  is  most  current  in  general  commerce. 
Tlie'  new  character  will  certainly  not  be  advantageous  to 
their  final  disposal,  though  it  has  been  effected  at  an  ex- 
pense to  the  public  of  fully  one  hrndred  thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  have  already  expressed  the  opinion  that 
this  weighty  expenditure  of  the  public  money  on  standard 
foreign  coins  is  not  recompensed  by  any  sort  of  public 
benefit;  and  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  the 
director  of  the  mint  affords  strong  confirmatory  testimony 
of  its  correctness. 

«*  The  specie  of  the  United  States'  Bank  is  now  nearly 
eleven  Tiillions,  and  of  this  amount  they  have  less  than  two 
millions  in  our  coin— a  sum  which  docs  not  exceed  tlie 
amount  delivered  that  bank  from  the  mint  within  the  pre- 
sent year.  Our  coinage  for  that  institution,  from  1824  to 
this  time,  exceeds  eleven  millions  of  dollars." 

This  account  seems  to  authorize  the  impression  that  our 
coins  go  abroad  almost  as  speedily  as  they  are  fabricated. 
"Wliatever  may  be  truly  tlie  case,  it  is  very  evident  that  the 
minting  of  foreign  coins  is  a  useless  expenditure  of  the 
public  revenue  to  a  large  amount  annually. 

If  the  total  quantity  of  coins  in  general  circulation  be 
correctly  estimated  at  five  millions  of  dollars,  the  wear  and 
necessaiy  supply  for  an  increasing  population  cannot, under 
our  present  system  of  money,  create  a  yearly  demand  for 
more  than  two  to  three  hundred  tliousand  dollars  of  new 
coins,  in  addition  to  the  amount  in  circulation. 

The  deposite  of  silver  bullion,  for  five  years  pist,  ap- 
pears to  be  increasing;  and  its  annual  averagx!  being 
$600,000,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  but  the  mint  will  be 
abundantly  supplied  with  silver  for  every  useful  and  de- 
sirable object. 

The  director  of  the  mint  is  of  opinion  that  certificates 
ofdepositesmaybe  issued  in  one  to  Ave  days;  and  the  com- 
mittee recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the 
expediency  of  adopting  such  measures  as  will  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  amount  of  all 
deposltes  of  bullion  as  speedily  as  the  value  can  be  ascer- 
tained, deducting  therefrom  one  half  per  cent.,  which  the 
director  states  to  be  the  usual  discount  on  these  certificates. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  the  mint  return, 
that  there  must  be  a  scarcity  of  quarter  dollars,  and  they 
think  the  operations  of  the  mint  might  be  advantageously 
extended  in  the  fabrication  of  that  coin,  and  also  of  dimes 
and  half  dimes.  LAtc  experiments  amon^t  the  scientific 
artists  of  France  encourage  the  expectation  of  improve- 
ments in  the  mode  of  assay,  calculated  to  establish  greater 
accuracy  and  uniformity  in  its  results. 

The  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  re- 
ference to  the  relative  proportion  of  alloy  in  coins,  is  ju- 
dicious, and  its  adoption  would  simplify  the  process  of 
alloying.  The  decimal  divisions  are  convenient,  and  ap- 
propriate to  our  monetary  system.  Onc-tentli  part  of 
standard  coins,  whether  ^old  or  silver,  is  recommended  by 
convenience.  The  existing  proportion  of  179  to  1,664, 
in  silver  coins,  is  very  irregular,  and  without  any  apparent 
benefit. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  of  our  silver  coins  should 
contain  minute  fractions  of  a  g^ain,  when  an  entire  grain 
of  silver  is  only  worth  about  one-fourth  of  one  cent.  The 
singular  minuteness  of  fractions,  usual  in  all  mint  r^^gula- 
tions,  is  inconvenient  in  calculation,  and  unsuitable  as  a 
measure,  where  the  value  depends  exclusively  on  its  quan- 


tity. It  was  wisely  and  appositely  remarked  by  an  emi- 
nent philosopher,  that  the  '*  broken  proportion  of  base; 
metals  to  silver,  in  the  standard  of  the  several  mints,  kcbb 
to  have  been  introduced  by  the  skill  of  men  employed  ia 
coining,  to  keep  that  art  (as  all  trades  are  called)  a  mji- 
tery,  rather  than  for  any  use  or  necessity  there  vas  for 
such  broken  numbers.'* 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  beg  leave  to  report  the 
accompanying  bill. 

A. 

Horsx  or  Rkpaesextatitu, 

Select  Committee  on  Coins,  January  5,  1831. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Select  Committee  onCda 
to  enclose  tor  your  consideration  a  copy  of  the  rcsolutioB 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2od  uhitno,  asd 
to  ask  the  fatvor  of  your  communicating  to  them  vahnar 
tion  on  the  following  points: 

Ist.  What  has  been  the  result  of  the  experience  of  tbc 
director  of  the  mint,  in  regard  to  a  coroparatiTe  csliiKit 
of  silver  dollars,  issued  by  Spain,  or  its  American  prciis- 
ces,  and  those  subsequently  coined  by  the  new  Go\m- 
ments  in  those  provinces,  as  to  fineness,  weight,  aal 
workmanship  ? 

2d.  Has  any  thing  occurred  in  the  course  of  his  imy 
tigations,  rendering  it  necessary  to  vary  the  sbit«ncf.ts 
which  he  furnished  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  December,  1826,  of  the  average  result  of  numcrMo 
assays  of  dollars  of  the  new  American  States,  or  of  fivf 
franc  pieces  of  France? 

3d.  Are  Spanish  American  dollars,  or  those  of  the  ne» 
States,  or  five  franc  pieces,  frequently  deposited,  and  ia 
considerable  amounts,  for  coinage  ?  And  does  the  rttan 
in 'American  coin  realize  th^  value  estimated  in  the  report 
of  assays,  yielding  to  the  depositor  on  the  two  fonuer » 
gain,  by  tale,  of  four  to  seven  mills  each?  Or  whatisibe 
general  or  average  result? 

4th.  What  is  found  to  be  the  degree  of  fineness  of  PlaU 
Pina,  and  also  of  other  silver  bullion,  usually  impeiw 
from  Mexico  and  South  America? 

5th.  What  have  been  the  relative  proportions  of  sihcr 
bullion,  and  of  coin,  (distinguishing  old  or  defaced  iroBi 
new,  or  coins  of  fiill  weight,)  annually  received  at  tbc 
mint,  from  1816  to  1830,  incluave?  And  what  qianW} 
of  silver  coin,  distinguishing  the  denominations,  has  bcdi 
minted  yearly  during  that  period? 

6th.  What  is  the  average  amount  of  loss  in  coina^  a? 
on  the  estimated  value  by  assay  of  silver  bullion  or  cuir, 
to  the  depositor  and  to  the  mint  respectively? 
-  7th.  Is  the  loss  thus  accruing  upon  bullion  influcKia 
by  the  relative  fineness  of  the  metal,  or  is  it  greater  upcn 
old  or  new  coins?  And  what  is  the  amount  per  ccr.1  uj- 
on  each  denomination? 

8th.  What  is  the  average  expense  (including^  arKU*- 
tinguishing  the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  tlic  mint)  ci 
coining  half  dollars?  And  docs  the  aggregate  cost  »*•'?' 
and  to  what  extent,  when  manufactured  from  bullioa  or 
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9th.  What  number  of  half  dollars  can  be  coined  monJ:- 
ly  at  the  mint,  when  at  full  work? 

10th.  What  quantity  of  the  like  work  will  the  newnur' 
probably  execute?  And  when  is  it  expected  to  coiBirencc 
operations? 

11th.  What  are  the  relative  quantities  of  dollars  sikI 
half  dollars  that  can  be  coined  in  an  equal  period  «f  tJ»f  ^ 
And  what  is  the  amount  of  aggregate  expense  respectircl' 

12th.  Assuming  the  experience  of  recent  years  as  tie 
basis  for  estimating  the  probable  extent  of  co'mage  of  w 
descriptions,  within  what  time,  from  the  receipt  of  buBJ^ 
or  coin,  might  the  mint  undertake  to  stipulate  with  tbc 
depositor  for  the  delivery  of  coin  when  the  new  cstabfijS- 
ment  is  completed? 
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I3tb.  How  many  davs  usually  elapse  before  a  mint  cer- 
iRcate  is  issued?  And  would  it  be  convenient  and  prac- 
icable  to  fix  a  certain  and  short  period  for  rendering  these 
eceipU,  without  reference  to  the  quantity  of  bullion  or 
oin  deposited? 

14th.  What  is  the  rate  or  discount  at  which  the  banks 
n  Philadelphia  generally  cash  mint  certificates? 

15th.  Does  the  assayer  melt  the  entire  mass  of  metal  or 
oin  deposited  before  he  puts  it  to  the  test,  or  u  the  esti- 
latc  of  purity  made  upon  an  assay  of  a  small  portion  of 
he  quantity?  And  if  8o»  is  it  found  generally,  in  com- 
tlcting  the  refining,  that  the  result  corresponds  or  disa- 
:rees  with  the  original  estimate? 

16th.  Is  the  mode  of  assaying  silver  at  the  mint  invaria- 
le.^  And  if  so,  are  the  results  uniform,  or  are  important 
ariations  occasionally  experienced  in  testing  similar  mix- 
ures  of  metal?  What  is  the  mean  heat  in  fusion?  What 
3  the  proportion  of  lead  to  fine  metal?  Are  the'cupels 
tf  the  ordmary  shape,  or  formed  with  high  sides' 

irth.  Have  any  experiments  been  made  at  the  mint, 
esting  the  fineness  of  silver  by  what  is  termed  the  humid 
node,  precipitating  a  quantity  of  silver  (previously  dis- 
olved  in  nitric  acid)  in  a  preparation  of  water  and  ma- 
inc  salt? 

18th.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  oblige  the 
:ominittee  by  causing  assays  to  be  executed  with  the  ereat- 
;st  accuracy,  and  with  all  convenient  despatch,  of  nine 
vhole  and  nine  half  dollars,  coined  at  the  mint,  and  taken 
ndiscriminately  from  a  mass  of  recent  issues,  and  also  of 
line  dollars  lately  minted  in  Mexico,  and  in  Peru,  during 
he  same  year,  and  also  of  nine  five  franc  pieces  of  full 
vei^ht,  the  operation  to  be  performed  on  one-third  part  of 
ach  denomination  of  these  coins,  at  the  mean  or  ordinary 
emperature  used,  at  a  low  heat,  and  also  at  an  elevated 
emperature;  and,  in  one  of  each  of  these  three  distinct 
>pe  rations,  the  quantity  of  lead  used  is  to  be  precisely  one- 
hirtl  of  the  weight  of  fine  silver. 

Xhe  committee  request  your  opinion  as  to  tlie  expedien- 
;y,  in  the  existing  state  of  our  currency,  of  making  tlie 
silver  dollars  of  the  late  Spanisli  possessions  in  America, 
md  fivefi'anc  pieces  of  France,  legal  tenders  in  payments, 
tccording  to  our  standard  f  and  they  will  feel  obliged  by 
my  suggestions  which  you  may  think  it  advisable  to  pre- 
|ent  as  to  the  propriety  or  utility  of  additional  regulations 
or  the  government  of  the  mint,  in  respect  to  minting  fo- 
'eign  coins,  when  of  full  weight  and  standard  fineness,  as 
veil  as  to  the  practicability  or  advantage  of  the  Treasury 
issuming  the  responsibiUty  of  disbursing  promptly  the 
imount  of  all  deposites  of  bullion  at  the  mint,  at  the  ave- 
■a^c  or  current  rate  of  discount  upon  mint  certificates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
lient  servant, 

CAMPBELL  P.  WHITE. 

Hon.  S.  D.  IiroHAH,  Secretary  of  the  Tream/ry* 

B. 

Trxasubt  Depabtms^t,  February 9  1831. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  ^ou  two  letters  from 
.he  director  of  the  mint,  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  pro- 
pounded in  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  14th  January.  The 
considerations,  which  seem  entitled  to  weight  in  determin- 
ngthe  propriety  of  making  Mexican  dollars  and  five  fi-anc 
nieces  a  legal  tender,  are  so  fully  presented  by  the  direc- 
or  of  the  mint,  that  there  appears  to  be  but  little  to  add. 
1  do  not  perceive  any  injury  that  can  arise  from  admitting 
>oth  these  coins  as  a  tender  for  a  limited  time,  provided 
t  be  done  at  such  weight  as  will  clearly  make  it  the  inte- 
rest of  all  who  hold  them  to  cause  them  to  be  coined.  The 
lircctur  of  the  mint  has  estimated  tlie  cost  of  coinage  to 
he  holder  of  bullion  at  about  one  per  cent.  The  foreign 
:oins  intended  to  be  made  a  tender,  should  of  course  con- 
ain  an  excess  of  metal  over  the  legal  value,  which  would 
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somewhat  more  than  remunerate  for  this  loss,  as  an 
duceroent  to  send  them  to  the  mfnt. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe,  in  connexion  with  the  various 
matters  referred  to  your  committee,  that,  in  the  report 
made  to  the  Senate  in  1830,  on  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and  silver,  the  ratio  of  1  to  15'S-8  was  recommended  as 
the  most  suitaUe  to  be  established'  in  tlie  coin.  It  has 
since  been  suggested  from  a  highly  respectable  source, 
that  the  ratio  of  1  to  15.5769  might  be  preferable,  on  ac- 
count of  its  rendering  the  raUo  in  the  standard  metal  1  to 
16,  whereby  the  coins  could  be  used  as  weights  for  each 
other,  one  silver  dollar  being  made  thereby  equal  to  six- 
teen g^ld  dollars.  At  the  first  view,  this  effect  appeared  so 
desirable  as  to  justify  a  corresponding  modification  in  the 
ratio  to  secure  it;  but,  upon  further  reflection,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  coined  pieces,  subject  to  continual 
change  by  attrition,  cannot  be  depended  upon  as  standards 
of  weight,  and  more  especially  as  the  small  silver  pieces 
upon  this  pbn  must  be  chiefly  used  to  weigh  gold  coins. 
The  former,  of  course  soon  becoming  light,  will  be  bad 
standards  to  weigh  gfold  with,  and,  so  far  as  they  might  be 
relied  upon  for  that  purpose,  would  tend  to  encourage 
the  circulation  of  light  g^ld  coins. 

Another  modification  has  occurred  to  me,  which  is  not 
liable  to  these  objections,  and  has  all  the  simplicity  which 
could  be  desired.  If  the  standard  for  gold  and  silver 
co:ns  be  established  at  9-10  fine,  1-10  alloy,  and  the  ratio 
of  1  to  15  5-8  in  the  pure  metals  be  adopted,  the  eagle 
will  weigh  237^  grains  pure,  and  264  p*ains  standard,  and 
the  silver  dollar  will  weigh  371^  grains  pure,  and  412} 
standio^d,  which  will  relider  the  weight  of  the  eagle  and 
its  parts  in  whole  g^ns,  and  also  that  of  the  dollar  and 
its  parts  in  grains  and  binial  divisions  thereof. 

The  adoption  of  9-10  fine  for  the  standard  will  also  be 
attended  with  some  advantages,  whenever  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  aacertun  the  value  of  the  coins  by  weight.  The 
more  simple  this  intricate  subject  can  be  made,  the  grat- 
er number  of  persons  will  be  protected  from  the  skill  of 
the  few.  The  present  standard  for  our  silver  coins  of 
1485-1664  is  peculiarly  exceptionable  on  this  account;  and 
as  there  is,  I  believe,  no  doubt  but  tlie  mixture  of  9-10 
fine,  and  1-10  alloy,  will  make  as  durable  a  coin  as  any 
other,  there  seems  to  be  really  no  ob^jection  whatever  to 
such  a  modification.  I  need  scarcely  add,  that,  in  all  the 
changes  I  have  suggested  in  the  report  on  the  relative 
values  of  the  metal,  or  elsewhere,  the  present  weight  of 
the  fine  silver  in  tlie  dollar  is  not  intended  to  be  changed, 
or  its  intrinsic  value  affected  in  the  slightest  degree.  When 
the  weight  of  the  dollar  was  fixed  at  416  grains  standard, 
it  was  probably  intended  to  correspond  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble with  the  Spanish  dollar,  then  almost  the  only  coin  iii 
circulation.  That  reason  is  not  now  entitled  to  much,  if 
any,  weight,  as  the  proportion  of  Spanish  dollars  to  United 
States*  is  small,  and,  when  the  increased  power  of  the  mint 
takes  effect,  must  daily  diminish. 

I  take  the  occasion  further  to  remark  tliat  the  ratio  of 
1  to  15  5-8  renders  the  pound  sterling  ^  75 J;  but  as  the 
intrinsic  value  of  the  pound  sterling  in  silver  dollars  must 
depend  on  the  market  value  of  the  fine  silver  contained 
in  a  dollar,  it  is  not  important  that  the  leg^l  par  of  ex- 
change should  conform  to  the  regulation  of  the  relative 
value  of  the  metals  in  the  coins.  It  would,  in  fact,  be 
more  convenient  .to  make  the'  legal  par  conform  to  tlie 
market  value  of  the  metal  in  which  the  star.dard  of  value 
in  the  United  States  is  determined;  because,  in  that  case, 
there  would  be  no  difference  between  the  nominal  and  the 
real  par.  The  relative  value  of  ^old  and  silver  in  the 
market,  as  heretofore  ascertained,  is  very  near  1  to  15.8. 
The  pound  sterling  will,  therefore,  at  real  par,  be  wortli 
$4  80;  and  if  tlie  legal  par  were  to  be  changed,  the  pound 
sterling  bhould  be  estimated  at  that  sum,  which  is  in  fact 
its  present  true  value,  asestim&tcd  in  all  operations  of  ex- 
change with  England.     And  if  it  were  so  fixed  by  law. 
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it  would  simplify  these  operations  materially,  besides  fur- 
nishing a  most  convenient  mode  for  computing  exchanges 
with  Britain:  240  pence  (pound  sterling)  being  equal  to 
480  cents;  1  penny  sterling  is  equal  to  2  cents. 

But  to  alter  Oie  legal  par  from  $4  44  to  $4  80  for  the 
pound  sterling,  would  increase  the  invoice  value  of  import- 
ation from  England  about  8  per  cent.  The  change  ought 
not,  therefore,  to  be  made,  without  full  consideration  of 
its  effect  in  this  particular.  In  the  mean  time,  however, 
there  is  no  objection  to  changing  the  ratio  of  the  pure  metal 
in  the  coins.  There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  pre- 
sent ratio  of  1  to  15  fixes  gold  altogether  too  low;  and 
unless  the  United  States'  mines  should  fVtrnlsh  it  in  such 
abundance  as  to  reduce  the  price  throughout  the  world,  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  maintain  gold  to  any  extent  in  cir- 
culation, without  raising  its  value  in  the  coins.  The  ratio 
of  1  to  15  5-8,  and  standard  of  9-10  fine,  are  recommend- 
ed by  so  many  considerations,  as  to  require  some  special 
reason  for  adopting  any  other;  but  if  that  be  deemed 
proper,  I  should  strongly  incline  to  prefer  a  lower  rather 
than  a  higher  valuation  of  the  gold,  for  the  reasons  stated 
in  the  report  before  referred  to.  But  on  this  point  I  can 
only  observe  that  there  is  no  reasonable  ground  now  visi- 
ble for  apprehending  an  injurious  exportation  of  the  silver 
coin  under  the  ratio  proposed;  and  we  may  be  tl»e  more 
encouraged  in  adopting  it,  by  the  decision  of  the  Senate  in 
fiivor  of  a  considerably  higher  value  for  gold,  viz.  1 5.9  to  1 . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

S.   D.  INGHAM. 

Hon.  C.  P.  White. 


C. 

MlWT   OP   THE    UWTTKD    StATBS, 

Fhilade^kia,  January  22,  1831. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  your  request,  under  date  of 
the  7th,  accompanying  a  copy  of  the  letter  therein  refer- 
red to,  addressed  to  the  department  by  a  select  committee 
of  .the  House  of  Representatives,  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
submit  the  information  in  my  possession,  on  the  several 
points  presented  by  the  committee,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to,  numerically,  in  their  order,  without  reciting  them. 

1st.  The  dollars  issued  by  the  new  States  of  Mexico, 
Central  America,  and  Peru,  are  equal  in  fineness  and 
weight  to  those  issued  under  the  dominion  of  Spain.  The 
Bolivian  dollar,  and  that  of  La  Plata,  are  probably  equal 
to  the  foregoing,  but  are  rare  and  little  known  at  the  mint. 
The  Chilian  dollar  is  of  the  same  fineness  as  the  above ,  but 
inferior  thereto  in  weight,  usually,  by  one  grain  each.  All 
those  coins  exhibit,  in  general,  a  less  careful  workmanship 
than  the  ordinary  Spanish  dollar.  The  Colombian  coin, 
improperly  called  a  dollar,  is  far  inferior  to  its  denomina- 
tion, both  in  fineness  and  weight. 

2d.  The  statements  communicf»tcd  to  the  President,  De- 
cember 27,  1826,  are  not  impaired  by  the  results  of  sub- 
sequent assays,  in  regard  to  the  fineness  of  the  coins  issued 
by  the  new  American  States.  They  are,  however,  foiuid 
to  weigh  slightly  less  in  recent  deposites  than  those  state- 
ments exhibit.  This  results  partly  from  the  increasing 
proportioir  of  coins,  somewhat  diminished  by  wear,  which 
enter  now  into  all. deposites  of  that  description,  and  partly 
from  the  fact  that  our  weights  have  been  adjusted  since 
that  day  by  the  standard  troy  pound  designated  in  the  act 
of  Congress  of  May  19th,  1828,  and  have  thereby  become 
a  little  heavier.  We  have  had  so  little  experience  in  re- 
gard to  the  five  franc  pieces  since  1826,  that  nothing  can 
be  usefully  added,  respecting  coins,  to  the  statements  then 
made,  except  in  regard  to  their  weight,  which  will  be  ef- 
fected in  some  degree  by  the  considerations  just  mention- 
ed. A  few  specimens  of  the  issues  of  1829  were  tried  in 
that  year  at  your  request,  and  their  value  found  to  be 
ninety-thre^  cents  four  mills,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of 


the  30th  September,  annexed  to  your  report  on  the  nlae 
of  gold  and  silver. 

3d.  Spanish  dollars,  and  those  of  the  new  Meiioa 
States,  espe<^lly  Mexico,  form  a  very  conadcnble  pn- 
portion  of  the  deposites  at  the  mint,  as  will  appetr  b\  re- 
ferring to  table  A,  hereto  annexed.  The  considc-raiki> 
mentioned  under  No.  2  tend  to  render  the  result  l««fj- 
vorable  to  the  depositors  than  the  statements  before  »il:>I- 
ed  to  would  indicate.  The  average  gain  on  Mexican  d!- 
lars,  as  now  received,  may  be  estimated  at  from  four  to  live 
mills  each. 

In  regard  to  the  Spanish  dollar,  our  experience  vitla 
the  past  year,  and  especially  in  recent  deposites,  bubeni 
conspicuously  at  variance  with  the  statements  of  1826.  Se- 
veral deposites  of  large  sums  have  been  found  toaffcrdi 
very  trivial  gain  on  rccoinage.  This  is  due  wboU)  to : 
deficit  in  weight  not  exhibited  at  the  nunt  in  any  fornsr 
year,  and  indicating  that  a  considerable  proportion  cf'i. 
Spanish  dollars  remaining  In  tlie  United  States  are  i- 
residue  of  parcels  from  which  the  most  perfect  coins  bi^; 
been  selected.  The  effect  of  this,  added  to  the  sit<pt 
sion  of  new  emissions,  by  which  their  average  weight c^^r 
be  partially  sustained,  must  render  such  results  in  rcUi  : 
to  deposites  of  the  Spanish  dollar  frequent  hereafter,  i 
deposite  of  these  coins,  amounting  to  $170,000,  wc:gh.<:  * 
the  13th  instant,  is  a  flirther  illustration  of  this  fact— i: 
gain  being  only  nine-tenths  of  a  mill  per  dollar. 

Five  franc  pieces  are  not  deposited  in  such  quantitcj;- 
to  afford  data  for  an  average  in  regard  to  them.  N'o  i- 
posite  of  this  coin,  meriting  notice,  has  been  made  in  rcc ::: 
years. 

^th.  Of  the  amount  of  bullion  received  within  the  p? 
riod  embraced  by  table  A,  and  exhibited  in  the  first  «^ 
lumn,  above  one-tentli  part  consisted  of  Plata  Pina.  T  > 
term  is  applied  to  silver  collected  by  the  aid  of  imu-an. 
and  brought  to  the  mint  without  having  been  melted.  The 
average  value  of  this  form  of  bullion,  when  reduced  tn 
condition  suitable  for  assaying,  may  be  stated  at  fl  25  per 
ounce  troy,  being  about  eight  and  one-lhird  per  cent  ^-^^ 
the  standard  value  of  our  silver  coins.  It  is  to  be  nC.-i 
however,  that  Plata  Pina  is  subjected  to  melting  bcfow.^ 
is  assayed,  and  in  this  process  is  diminished,  on  an  annf . 
about  three  per  cent,  in  weight,  by  the  disspation  of »s- 
remains  of  mercury,  and  of  humidity  absorbed  br  the  p- 
rous  quality  of  this  form  of  bullion,  as  also  the  separata' 
of  other  extraneous  matters  occa^onally  found  therein;*' 
that,  in  this  condition  of  its  ordinary  delivery  at  the  il«^. 
its  value  may  be  estimated  at  about  five  and  one-thini  pc^ 
cent,  above  its  weight  in  silver  coins.  Bullion  of  ot'iff 
descriptions^  on  an  average  ofthe  whole  amount embwi^ 
in  tlic  table,  is  found  to  be  worth  about  |1  21  cents  pc* 
ounce,  being  about  five  per  cent,  above  the  value  of  stifl^ 
ard  silver.  It  is  proper  to  state,  that  all  ulvcr,  not  in  ^^  | 
form  of  coin,  is  in  this  arrangement  denominated  butt^ 
which  thus  includes  a  proportion  of  plate.  The  prtj- 
mass  of  it,  however,  consistsof  silver  which  has  been »'•*" 
ed  only,  but  not  wrought  in  any  manner. 

5th.  Table  A  exhibits  the  proportions  of  silver  bmBj* 
and  coin  received  a{  the  mint,  and  also  the  anwunt  of  tf- 
several  denominations  of  silver  coins  issued  annually,  trc-r 
1815  to  1830,  inclusive.  No  separation  is  made  of  old  a:^ 
defaced  from  new  and  perfect  coins.  They  are  all  rtc«riv 
ed  by  weight  as  bullion.  In  the  cohtron  of  various  ca* 
a  large  amount  of  irregular  coins  of  Spanish  Atnencj  3 
embraced,  called  hammered  and  cast  dollars;  also,  *li  ^- 
European  coins,  of  which,  except  the  five  fi^nc  pj<^"*' 
the  amount  is  inconsiderable;  and  of  these,  less  thant^' 
hundred  thousand  dollars  are  to  be  found  scparateU  C' 
posited,  within  the  period  assumed.  The  column  dtnom 
nated  Mexican  dollars  embraces  also  that  of  CentnJ  Afic 
rica,  Peru,  and  Chili,  which  are  generally  deposited  »'^- 
the  Mexican,  but  constitute  an  inconsiderable  propo:.'* 
of  the  amount  under  this  head. 
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6th.  The  average  loss  by  wastage  on  silver  coinage  may 
be  stated  at  the  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
roined.  The  last  four  years  g^ve  a  small  fraction  less. 
This  is  borne  by  the  United  States;  the  depositor  receiv- 
ng-  in  coins,  agreettbW'  to  law,  all  the  fine  metal  he  brings 
ind  without  charge  \i  the  bullion  be  of  standard  quality, 
(f  it  be  above  standard,  the  depositor  is  charged  for-the 
-eqiiisite  alloy,  and,  if  below  standard,  he  is  charged  with 
he  expense  of  the  materials  required  for  refining. 

7th.  The  wastage  is  not  influenced  by  the  character  of 
he  bulliDQ  as  to  fineness,  unless  it  be  such  as  to  require 
-efining.  In  this  operation  tliere  must  be  some  loss,  and 
ill  the  processes  by  which  Other  bullion  is  exposed  to  loss 
LTc  subsequently  to  be  passed  through.  Tne  waste  on 
'c  fining  will  be  in  some  proportion  to  the  degree  of  base- 
les^i,  but  the  ratio  has  not  been  determined.  The  wast- 
igxi  is  ascertained  only  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Very  few 
lepo&ites  of  coins  require  to  be  refined.  They  are  among 
iie  deposites,  therefore,  liable  to  the  least  wastage,  and 
here  is  no  appreciable  difference,  in  this  respect,  between 
lew  and  old  coins. 

8th.  The  expense  of  the  coinagfc  of  silver  is  necessarily 
combined  with  that  of  gold.  On  an  average,  however,  of 
he  years  1826  and  1828,  inclusive,  in  which  the  coinage 
)f  gx>ld  was  inconsiderable,  and  may,  therefore,  in  a  gene- 
-sd  estimate,  be  disregarded,  the  expense,  excluding  wast- 
Lg^e,  it  appears,  may  oe  stated  at  one  per  cent.,  witli  a 
rery  near  approximation  to  exactness— the  wastage,  as  be- 
x>re  mentioned,  being  the  fourth  of  one  percent.,  and 
naking  the  whole  expense  for  that  period  about  one  and 
i  quarter  per  cent.,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  ave- 
rage for  a  silver  coinage  of  about  $2,.100,000  yearly.  This 
3er  centage  of  expenditure  will  diminish  with  the  amount 
>f  issues,  a  portion  of  the  annual  charges  of  the  mint  being 
ixed.  The  gradations  of  reduction  cannot,  however,  be 
)ow  determined,  but  it  is  believed  tliat  the  expense  on  a 
:oinagfe  of  four  millions  of  dollars  may  be  effected  at  some- 
iiing*  less  than  one  per  cent,  including  wastage. 

There  is  no  apparent  difference  in  expense  Between  de- 
losites  of  the  ordinary  character  of  bullion,  and  those  of 
breign  coins  usually  received  at  tlie  mint  Both  un- 
xrrought  bullion  and  coins,  which  require  to  be  melted  be- 
fore assaying,  are  to  that  extent  more  expensive  to  the 
LTnited  States  than  deposites  in  which  this  may  be  dispens- 
:d  with,  the  materials  and  labor  thus  required  being  a  part 
>f  the  general  expenses  of  the  mint;  but  the  difference 
eludes  notice  by  its  minuteness,  when  singly  designated, 

9th.  Our  present  force  is  adequate  to  the  coinage  of  six 
lundred  thousand  half  dollars  monthly.  This  result  will 
>c  in  some  measure  affected  by  the  attention  given  to  the 
(mailer  denominations,  but  so  that  the  amount  of  the  year's 
;oinage  will  accord  nearly  with  the  above.  This  is  ezdu- 
tive  of  gold,  the  amount  of  which,  if  unusually  large,  will 
lomewliat  impede  the  silver  coinage. 

10th.  The  new  mint  will  be  competent,  no  doubt,  to 
:he  coinage  often  millions,  in  due  proportions,  of  the  dif- 
ferent denominations  of  our  coins,  if  bullion  be  regularly 
aipplied.  Its  utmost  power  I  would  not  now  venture  to 
ndicate.  The  coinage  will,  it  is  hoped,  commence  as 
;arly  as  August  next.  The  fourth  of  July  was  designated 
Ls  the  time,  when  the  corner  stone  was  laid;  but  this,  I  ap- 
prehend, cannot  be  accomplished.  The  establisliment 
fi'iM  not  probably  be  in  reaainess  for  vigorous  operation 
ill  near  the  close  of  the  present  year.  It  is  not  relied  on 
:o  promote  the  issues  of  this  year  more  than  will  be  equiva- 
cut  to  the  retardation  of  a  removal. 

11th.  Three  thousand  dollars,  in  dollars,  most  probably 
nore,  may  be  coined  in  the  same  time  as  two  thousand  in 
lalf  dollars,  with  an  equal  number  of  presses{  and  the  an- 
lual  expense,  wastage  excepted,  would  be  about  the  same, 
rhe  wastage  per  cent,  on  dollars  would  be  less  than  on 
he  lower  denominations,  but  the  difference  would  be  un- 
mportant  between  dollars  and  half  dollars. 
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ISth.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  demand  for  coinage  may 
be  met  by  the  new  mint,  with  a  delay  rarely  exceeding 
twenty  days..  Prompt  payment,  as  soon  as  the  value  shall 
have  been  ascertained,  will,  it  is  supposed,  be  practicable 
for  all  depositev  of  moderate  amount. 

13th.  The  value  of  a  deposite  requiring  only  a  single  as- 
say is  generally  ascertained,  and  a  certificate  issued  in 
twenty-fbur  hours.  If  there  are  several  parcels,  and  es- 
pecially if  they  require  previous  melting,  the  time  is  ex- 
tended to  two  or  three  days;  and  if  the  number  be  large, 
and  also  require  melting,  the  delay  will  occasionally  ex- 
tend to  four  or  five  days. 

•  14th.  The  banks  generally  cash  mint  certificates  at  a 
deduction  of  tlie  half  of  one  per  cent.,  if  the  coinage  is  not 
apprehended  to  be  very  remote:  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  without  regard  to  the  interval  to  elapse  before  coin- 
age, receives  mint  certificates  at  that  reduction. 

15th.  The  assayer  takes  a  small  piece  from  each  bar  or 
separate  mass  of  bullion,  and  estimates  the  whole  vahie 
from  the  assay  of  that  piece.  The  result,  in  regard  to  the 
mass  generally,  confirms  the  correctness  of  the  estimate 
deduced  from  the  assay  thus  made.  In  a  given  instance 
this  will  be,  occasionally,  incorrect;  on  an  average,  how- 
ever, it  will  be  found  liable  to  no  important  failure.  In 
the  process,  now  frequent  at  the  mint,  of  parting  gold  and 
silver,  the  small  assay  is  tested. by  an  actual  analysis  of  the 
whole  mitss;  permitting  the  two  metals  to  be  separately 
weighed.  This  is  a  happy  experiment  of  tlie  correctness 
of  the  assay,  and  the  accordance  with  it  is  generally  satis- 
factory. It  may  be  remarked  that  the  purity  of  our  coins 
is  not  dependent  wholly  on  the  assay  ot  bulhon  or  foreign 
coins  when  deposited;  all  ingots  prepared  therefrom  for 
coinage  are,  before  delivery  to  the  chief  coiner,  assayed 
again,  and  returned  to  the  melting  pot  when  found  to  re- 
quire it. 

Foreign  coins  of  well  established  cliaracter,  when  de- 
posited, are  estimated  on  their  known  fineness,  the  assa^ 
bein^  ^om  time  to  time  employed  to  ascertain  their  uni- 
formity in  this  respect  This  is  particularly  convenient 
and  almost  indispensable  in  our  present  establishment:  tlie 
dela^  of  malting  large  deposites  of  coins  would  be  sensibly 
felt  m  the  business  of  the  year.  In  the  new  mint  tl)is  dif- 
ficulty will  be  removed,  and,  without  retarding  the  ordi- 
nary operations,  coins  can  be  very  generally  melted  before 
assaying. 

16th.  The  mode  of  assaying  hitherto  pursued  for  wlver 
has  been  that  of  cupellation.  It  is  not  perfectly  constant 
in  its  results.  A  liability  to  errors  amounting  to  the  half 
of  one  per  cent  is  well  known  to  be  involved  in  the  pro- 
cess, if  the  ordinary  directions  for  condactin|^  it  are  relied 
~~   without  any  corrective  of  its  irregularities.     This  lia- 


on. 


bility  is,  however,  very  much  re^itricted  by  introducing 
into  the  muffle,  along  with  the  assays  in  question,  another 
piece  of  determinate  standard,  and  near  the  fineness  of  the 
metal  tried.  The  causes  which  operated  to  render  the 
assay  incorrect,  extend  their  influence  to  the  proof  piece, 
and  aflTord  the  measure  of  the  corrections  to  be  applied  in 
the  case— not  a  perfect,  but  a  valuable  correction. 

The  assayer  of  the  mint  has  acquired,  by  long  experi- 
ence, a  facility  in  judging  of  the  condition  of  his  muffle, 
which,  frequently  confirmed  by  the  employment  of  the 
proof  piece,  renders  his  results  more  constant  and  exact 
than  are  usually  obtsuned,  I  apprehend,  from  this  process. 

The  heal  employed  is  not  determined  by  any  form  of 
pyrometer.  It  is,  during  the  early  pi^rt  of  the  process, 
insufficient  to  sustain  fine  silver  in  a  state  of  fu«on.  To- 
wards the  close,  the  heat  is  excited  as  the  alloy  is  dissipat- 
ed, so  as  to  keep  the  wlver  fused  when  it  becomes  fine, 
though  it  would  not,  during  the  process,  melt  fine  silver. 
This  appears  to  be  Uie  desirable  point  of  temperature.  At 
a  lower  beat,  the  assay  would  become  fixed  and  constant 
before  it  would  become  fine,  and  the  process  thus  be  de- 
feated.   The  eye  of  the  assayer  judges  when  the  silver 
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has  become  divested  of  its  alloy.     Too  high  a  temperature 
urges  on  the  pcocess,  and  wastes  a  portion  of  the  silver. 

The  difficulty  of  measuring  high  degrees  of  heat  accu- 
rately, occasions  wide  discrepancies  in  the  temperature  as- 
signed by  different  authorities  as  the  melting  point  of  sil- 
ver. It  is  probable  that  the  final  temperature  of  a  success- 
ful assay  may  be  about  4,000  degrees  of  Fahrenheit. 

The  proportion  of  lead  to  fine  silver,  in  our  ordinary 
assays,  is  about  seven  grains  of  lead  to  one  of  silver.  The 
common  form  of  cupel  is  employed,  a  shallow  cup. 

No  silver  assays  luve  been  made  here  in  the  humid  way. 
The  subject  having,  however,  attracted  the  attention  of 
foreign  assavers  and  chemists,  and  the  probability  being 
great  that  they  may  be  led  to  select  this  method,  under 
some  modification,  in  preference  to  cupellation,  a  series 
of  experiments  will  be  considered  worthy  of  attention  with 
us,  .though  the  practice  before  mentioned,  of  recurring  fre- 
quently to  a  proof  piece,  renders  us  less  sensible  of  the 
necessity  of  a  change  in  this  regard.  A  facile  process  in 
the  humid  way  would,  however,  be  decidedly  prefer- 
able. 

18th.  The  assays  requested  have  been  completed,  and 
the  results  thereof  will  be  seen  in  table  B.  In  regard  to 
a  particular  experiment,  of  performing  a  part  of  those  as- 
says with  a  portion  of  lead,  exactly  one-third  of  the  fine 
silver,  the  suggestion  has  been  exactly  complied  with. 
This  quantity  of  lead  forms,  however,  no  envelope  for  the 
metal  tried.  An  assay  piece,  thus  exposed,  was  uniformly 
reduced  about  five  pennyweights  below  those  enveloped 
in  the  usual  form  with  lead,  and  placed  in  the  samemunle. 
After  three  trials,  with  similar  results,  the  experiment  was 
discontinued,  as  it  somewhat  interfered  with  the  equal  ar- 
rangement of  the  other  assay  pieces. 

Nine  pieces  of  each  of  the  coins  mentioned  by  the  com- 
mittee, taken  without  selection,  except  as  to  dates,  the 
latest  being  sought  for,  were  severally  divided  int^  three 
sections.  Assay  pieces  were  made  from  each  section  of 
the  same  coin>  and  exposed  in  the  same  muffle,  succesmve- 
ly,  to  the  several  graaes  of  temperature.  The  result  given 
under  each  degree  of  temperature  in  the  table,  is,  there- 
fore, the  average  of  three  assays,  thus  made,  of  three  dif- 
ferent specimens  of  the  same  coin. 

In  all  cases,  the  same  coin  was  experimented  on  succes- 
sively, throufffa  the  different  grades  of  heat,  without  in- 
terruption,  the  heat  being  further  raised  for  each  suc- 
ceeding experiment. 

The  proof  piece,  of  the  fineness  stated,  was  always  il^ 
troduced  along  with  the  assay  piece.  The  variable  effect 
on  this  proof,  under  a  temperature  intended  to  be  the  same, 
indicates  the  difficulty  or  adjusting  this  point,  and  the  ir- 
regularities of  result  which  this  uncertunty  of  temperature 
involves.  In  the  low  and  medium  grade  of  temperature, 
which  may  be  considered  as  the  extreme  limits  of  our  or- 
dinary assay  heat,  the  highest  error  of  the  proof  piece, 
from  its  actual  fineness,  it  appears,  is  fifteen  grains  in  ex- 
cess. This  is  an  error  of  fifteen  g^ns  fine  silver  in  the 
troy  pound  of  five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  grains 
stancuu^,  being  a  fraction  over  the  fourth  of  one  per  cent. 
The  assay  piece,  in  this  case,  without  the  proof  to  correct 
it,  would  have  given  an  enormous  result  to  that  extent. 

The  average  of  the  low  and  medium  temperatures,  it 
appears,  is  very  nearly  true  in  the  proof  piece?  the  gi*eat- 
est  deviation  from  the  fineness  due  to  it,  combining  the  two 
assays,  scarcely  exceeds  two  grains.  The  true  state  of 
the  coins  will,  therefore,  be  but  derived  from  a  similar 
average.  If  this  be  applied  to  the  doUar  of  the  United 
States  alone,  taking  care  to  correct  the  assa]^  hj  the 
proof,  this  coin  appears  one  and  one-fourth  g^ins  in  tiie 
pound  too  fine.  Applied  in  the  same  manner  to  the  half 
dollar,  this  coin  appears  5  6-13  grains  inferior.  The  mean 
is  4  3-13,  or  the  one-fourteenth  of  one  per  cent,  nearly. 
The  same  measure  being  applied  to  the  five  franc  piece, 
this  coin  appears  three  grains  and  two-thirds  in  the  pound 


inferior  to  its  standard,  which  is  about  the  one-fiftefiil  •.' 
one  per  cent. 

The  result  in  regard  to  the  Peruvian  and  Meiican  ^i 
lars  requires  particular  explanation.     One  section  (rf  tV 
former  of  these  coins  gave  constantly,  in  alltempentiircv 
a  degfrce  of  fineness  higher,  by  nearly  one  and  s  half  pe-- 
ny  weights,  than  the  ordinary  grade  of  that  coin.   XrMtf 
Mexican,  on  the  contrary,  one  section  gaveconitar.!lT3 
result  about  one  pennyweight  and  eighteen  grains  inftno- 
In  both  descriptions,  the  c^er  two  sections  gave  rt»d% 
conformable  to  our  ordinary  experience.    1  hare  cog 
sidered  it  best  to  report  on  both  precisely  as  the  facts « 
curred,  without  resorting  to  a  change  of  specimens.  T:r. 
is  not  the  smallest  ground  for  suppo»ng  that  either  isl* 
thing  but  an  accidental  variety.     They  exhibit  ^tr^ 
the  irregularities  to  which  tiie  ordinary  assay  i»  liabk, 
not  cautiously  conducted,  and  with  a  frequent  rcftrtx: 
to  a  proof  standard.    All  the  specimens,  both  of  PeniTa. 
and  Mexican  dollars,  were  of  1830,  as  were  also  the  in 
franc  pieces,  except  two  of  1829,  but  equally  perfect. 
•  The  inquiry  respecting  the  expediency  of  makingcc4 
foreign  coins  a  legal  tender,  is  not,  probably,  inteiK><l 
be  addressed  to  me.      I  shall  be  excused,  however,  f.' 
expressing  briefly  that  the  condition  of  the  Spanish  •.. 
lar  current  at  the  present  day  renders  its  rejection  pn 
bable,  as  a  tender,  and  exposes  those'  institutions  »k 
are  liable  to  be  called  on  for  large  payments  to  mucb  » 
barrassment,  while  they  may  be  well  supplied  with  oir 
dollars,  worth  more  than  their  nominal  value.    Tbte 
tension  of  the  tender  beyond  the  Mexican  dollar  vJ!-. 
it  is  presumed,  be  necessary.     That  coin  abounds  h  •- 
country  to  an  extent,  probably,  twofold  the  anwLB' 
all  the  other  dollars  of  the  new  American  States.   It  ^ 
become  fkmiliar  ♦o  us,  and  is  decidedly  of  more  in^i ' 
value  than  the  Spanish  dollar  has  been  for  the  Uii  tf '  ' 
years.     In  two  or  three  years,  so  many  of  the  M  \^' 
dollars,  which  are  profitable  for  coinage,  will  reacj? 
mint,  that  the  issues  therefrom  will  place  our  aiin&' 
beyond  tiie  reach  of  further  embarrassment. 

The  amount  of  our  own  coins  now  in  the  United  Sfci> 
cannot  much  exceed  seventeen  millions  of  dollars.  Ti» 
may  be  expected  to  be  doubled  in  thr^c  years  after - 
completion  of  the  new  mint.  It  could  be  much  inc«> 
pidly  done,  if  bullion  should  be  abundantly  and  regiir 
supplied;  but  time  will  be  required  to  solicit  three  ct' 
from  their  distant  position  to  the  mint,  unless  the  Gci- 
ment  should  adopt  the  policy  of  supplying  buUioD  !'• 
direct  operation. 

If  the  Mexican  dollar  be  made  a  legal  tender,  itB-^^ 
sumed  it  will  be  in  the  same  terms  as  those  used  in  r^ 
tion  to  the  Spanish  dollar,  viz.  at  one  hundred  ccdLujA 
provided  the  weight  thereof  be  not  less  than  perer^ 
pennyweights  and  seven  grains.  There  will  thus  » 
a  sufficient  inducement  of  profit  on  their  coinage  to  c* 
pensate  the  banks  for  presenting  them  at  the  mint.  Ti*! 
will  be  worth  from  four  to  five  mills  above  their  .e? 
valuation.  ,         ^ 

The  five  franc  pieces  associate  so  inconveniently  » 
our  decimal  denominations,  that  they  have  never  be*  • 
popular  coin.  If,  however,  it  should  be  deenicdrc* 
sary  to  make  them  a  legal  tender  agwn  for  a  limited  tSK. 
it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  the  law  by  which  tbey  v«^'- 
formerly  made  so,  involves  an  incongruity.  They  »^ 
made  a  legal  tender  at  one  dollar  and  sixteen  cf"^-^: 
ounce,  and  also  at  ninety-three  cents  and  three  m'llb  c^ 
provided  their  weight  should  not  be  less  than  sixteei  ?* 
nv weights  and  two  grains.  They  never  wcj^b  this-  I' 
above  their  weight  when  issued  from  the  mint.  U  *™J 
seem  judicious  to  have  an  inducement  for  the  ^^"^ 
of  five  franc  pieces,  nearly  equivalent  to  that  p^^  *L 
can  dollar.  The  valuation  of  one  dollar  and  sixtcec  «* 
per  ounce  will  have  this  effect,  their  ^'alue  beinf  '-^ 
neariy  $\  16.4  per  ounce.     If  made  a  temler  by  »« 
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ninety-three  cents,  provided  their  weight  be  not  less  than 
sixteen  pennyweights  and  one  grain,  a  similar  inducement 
would  remain:  the  five  franc  piece  of  sixteen  pennyweights 
lud  one  grain  is  worth  ninety-three  cents  and  three  mills 
ind  one-third, 

I  may  be  permitted  to  8ay>  in  regard  to  further  regula- 
tions for  tlie  mint,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  defer  tlie 
lubject  until  next  session.  There  are  various  points  which 
1 13  wished  to  submit,  at  that  time,  to  the  consideration  of 
[^on^ess,  for  the  improvement  of  the  institution.  The 
rhole  system  of  laws  in  regard  to  it,  which  are  now  dis- 
ributed  through  the  various  volumes  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
;ress,  would  be  advantageous  if  digested  into  one  act, 
rith  emendations  in  various  particulars.     In  the  interim, 

series  of  careful  experiments  will  be  made,  which  is  al- 
eady  commenced,  on  the  subject  of  the  humid  assay  for 
iver;  the  result  of  which  can  be  usefully  compared  with 
lose  obtained  by  the  measures  now  in  train  in  Europe. 

The  payment  of  deposites  on  behalf  of  the  treasury  at 
le  prevailing  deduction,  if  not  left  optional  with  the  de- 
oaitor  to  accept  or  decline,  would  greatly  restrict  the 
mount  of  our  deposites  of  foreign  coins.  The  banks  are 
le  chief  deposites  of  these;  to  them  prompt  payment  is 
r  no  great  moment,  and  the  gun  on  coinage  a  prevailing 
ducement.  The  deductioA  would  absorb  this  gain.  A 
;guIation  on  this  point  is  among  the  subjects  entitled  to 
ireful  regard,  when  the  whole  system  is  taken  up  for 
iprovement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
ent  servant, 

SAMUEL  MOORE. 
Hon.  S.  D.  I^oBAM,  Secretary  of  the  TVeaawry, 


D. 


MlKT  OP  TBS  UWITID  StATXS, 

Philadelphia^  January  28, 1831. 

Sir:  The  Information  requested  in  your  letter  of  the 
th,  received  on  the  20th,  in  regard  to  the  wastage,  de- 
site,  and  expenses  on  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver;  the 
irges  on  each  metal  separately ;  excluding,  but  stating 
t  g^ain  on  copper  for  each  year  since  1815;  and  also  the 
penditure  on  the  new  mint,  will  be  found  in  the  annex- 
table,  except  the  particular  last  mentioned, 
rhe  ag^r^^egate  amount  of  deposites  and  coinage  of  gold 
1  silver  is  given  for  each  year  of  the  period  named,  with 

Ag'gregftte  expense  thereon,  excluding  wastage;  the 
lual  wasti^e  on  both  metals,  jointly,  being  abo  given 
the  whole  period.  I 

L  specification  of  the  gold  and  silver  coinage,  with  tlie 
ttag-e  on  each,  severally,  is  given  only  for  the  last  seven 
rs,  beginning  with  1824;  the  purpose  of  comparison, 
as  been  believed,  would  be  satisfactorily  attained  with- 

extending  the  analysis  further.  This  will  be  done,. 
ire  ver,  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be,  if  desired.  Recent 
rs,  it  may  be  remarked,  being*  those  of  the  most  abun- 
t  coinage,  offer  the  most  instructive  data, 
^he  irregularity  of  the  proportion  of  expenditure  to 
lag^  oocafflonally  observed,  is  to  be  explained  by  the 
umstance,  that,  within  certain  years,  other  than  the 
nary  expenses  were  incurred,  such  as  the  erection  or 
lir  oF  some  building,  or  the  construction  of  new  ma- 
»ery- 

hii  expenses  stated  are  those  sustained  by  the  United 
es;  tbose  paid  by  depositors,  for  alloy,  refining,  &c. 
n  required,  are  not  included. 

he  expenses  of  the  coinage  of  gold  and  silver  are  un- 
dAbly  combined  in  our  accounts,  so  that  the  proportion 
to  each  cannot  be  specified.  Our  gpold  coinage  has 
*ra\\y  been  too  small  to  be  felt  very  sensibly  in  the  ex- 
,cs  oF  the  year.  It  is  believed  that  the  expenses  of  a 
i.g-c  of  three  millions  of  dollars  in  g^ld,  wastage  ex- 
edy   vrould  not  exceed  one-half  of  one  per  cent.,  and 


that  the  addition  of  two  millions  more  would  not  add  more 
than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  additional  coinage, 
wastage  excepted.  The  coinage  of  three  millions  in  silver, 
in  due  proportions,  of  the  various  denominations  of  our 
coin,  may  be  estimated  to  cost,  wastage  excepted,  about 
five-sixths  of  one  percent,  and  an  addition  of  two  millions 
nore  would  not,  probably,  cost  more  than  one-tiiird  of 
one  per  cent,  wastage  excepted,  on  the  additional  coinage. 
There  is  no  charge  on  the  coinage  either  of  gold  or 
silver.  Bullion  above  standard  is  alloyed,  and  that  below 
standard  is  refined,  at  the  expense  of  the  depositor.  These 
preliminary  operations  place  the  deposite  on  i^par  with  one 
of  standard  fineness,  the  coinage  or  which  is  tree,  the  de- 
positor receiving  in  coins  the  fiill  weight  of  the  standard 
DuUion  deposited.  This  is  the  inducement  by  which  bul- 
lion is  solicited  to  the  mint  The  United  States  provides 
neither  g^ld  nor  silver  for  coinage 

The  per  centage  of  expense  diminishes  as  the  amount 
coined  becomes  g^reater—^ertain  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment being  fixed.  The  ccnnage  of  gold  and  silver  for 
the  whole  sixteen  years  is  near^  twenty-four  millions,  or 
about  one  and  a  half  millions  annually;  the  expense  of 
which,  excluding  wastage,  wiU  be  found  to  be  one  and  a 
half  per  cent,  very  nearly.  The  coinage  of  the  last  seven 
years  b  115,806,270  50,  or  $2,258,000,  in  round  num- 
bers, yearly;  and  the  expense  thereon,  it  appears,  is  one 
per  cent,  and  a  minute  fraction.  The  averagfe  coinage  of 
the  last  two  years  is  $2,714,400,  and  the  expense,  exclud* 
ing  wastage,  is  eighty-nine  hundredths  of  one  per  cent 

The  aggregate  wastage  of  the  whole  period  of  sixteen 
years  is  twenty-seven  and  a  half  hundredths  of  one  per 
cent.  The  wastage  of  the  last  seven  years  is  twenty-four 
hundredths  ofone  per  cent,  that  of  the  silver  being  twenty- 
four  and  a  half  hundredths,  and  that  of  the  gold  nineteen 
and  a  half  hundredths  of  one  per  cent. 

In  regard  to  wastage,  it  is  further  to  be  observed,  that 
a  portion  of  this  Is  from  time  to  time  recovered  from  the 
broken  crucibles,  &c.  which  are  carefully  reserved  for  this 
purpose  to  a  convement  period.  During  the  suspension 
of  business  consequent  on  the  late  war,  the  amdunt  of 
$2,859  39  was  thus  recovered,  and  passed  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States.  Means  will  be  provided  in  the  new 
mint  for  triturating  the  fragments  of  crucibles  and  other 
refuse,  and  making  the  recoveries  alluded  to  yearly. 

The  gain  on  copper,  as  stated  in  the  table,^  is  subject  to 
a  deduction  for  the  expense  of  distributing  copper  coins 
to  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  amount  thus  to  be 
deducted  may  be  estimated  at  about  five  per  cent,  on  the 
profit  exhibited,  thus  reducing  the  whole  gain  on  copper 
for  the  last  nxteen  years  to  about  $86,000.  The  gain  is 
stated  on  the  books  of  the  mint  when  the  copper  f<H*  coin- 
age is  received.  The  coihag^  and  distribution,  however, 
may  be  partially  or  wholly  in  the  ensuing  year.  The  ex- 
pense of.  coining  copper  is  embraced  in  that  of  gold  and 
silver. 

The  profit  on  copper,  estimating  from  the  increased 
demand  for  cents,  will,  probably,  in  the  present  year,  and 
on  an  average  of  future  years,  be  not  less  than  $10,000, 
diminishing  to  that  extent  the  effective  chargpe  of  the  mint 
establishment. 

The  sum  of  the  expenditure  on  the  new  mint,  includmg 
the  site,  is  $108,667  64.  A  few  accounts  not  yet  rendered, 
it  is  conjectured,  may  amount  to  nearly  $1«500  in  addition 
to  the  above. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  MOOBE. 

Hon.  S.  D.  Ibtohax,  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury. 


A  bill  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins 

within  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaeniaiives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That, 
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from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  for  three  years 
thereafter,  and  no  longer,  the  fbllowing  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  be  a 
leg^  tender,  by  weight,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and 
demands,  at  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  say :  Tlie  dollars 
of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chili,  Central  America,  and  La  Plata, 
and  Ihose  restamped  in  Brfizil,  of  the  value  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty  reas,  when  of  not  less  fineness  than  ten 
ounces  fifteen  pennyweights  and  twelve  grains  of  pure  sil- 
ver in  the  troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  (»  standard  silver, 
at  oite  hundred  and  sixteen  cents  and  one-tenth  of  a  cent 
per  ounce;  and  the  five  iVanc  pieces  of  France,  when  of 
not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  and  sixteen  pennyweights 
in  twelve  ounces  troy  of  standard  silver,  at  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  cents  and  four-tenths  of  a  cent  per  ounce ;  Provided^ 
and  U  is  hereby  declared^  That  such  tender  by  weight  shall 
not  extend  to  the  payment  of  any  debt  or  demand  for  a  less 
sum  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  jfuHhet  enaeted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  assays  of 
the  aforesaid  silver  coins,  made  current  by  <his  act,  to  be 
had  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  at  least  once  in  every 
year,  and  to  make  report  of  the  result  thereof  to  Congress. " 

GOLD  COINS. 

HOUSX  OF  RSFBZSXHTATIVXS,  FSBBUAXT  22,  1831. 

Mr.  White,  of  New  York,  from  the  Select  committee  on 
Coins,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  Uie 
United  States,"  reported: 

That  die  subject  presented  to  them  involves,  in  its  con- 
sequences, the  highest  attribute  of  sovereignty,  the  deli- 
cate relations  which  subsist  between  debtor  and  creditor, 
the  important  interests  of  industry,  and  ultimately  the 
value  of  all  property;  and  emanating  from  a  source  enti- 
tled to  great  respect,  they  have  given  to  it  the  most  mature 
examination;  but  finding  themselves  obliged  to  dissent 
from  the  conclusions  at  which  the  Senate  have  arrived, 
they  now  submit  the  result  of  their  inquiry  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  proposes  to  alter  the  standard 
which  has  regulated  the  measure  of  contracts  for  nearly 
forty  years.  The  change  intended  to  be  effected  is  to 
raise  the  relative  value  of  gold  from  1  for  15,  to  1  for  15.9 
of  silver,  equivalent  to  an  alteration  of  six  per  centum  in 
the  existing  standard. 

It  was  judiciously  remarked  by  the  distinguished  and 
enlightened  statesman  who  presided  over  the  Treasury 
Department  when  the  present  regulation  was  adopted  by 
Congress,  that  "  there  is  scarcely  any  point  in  the  econo- 
my of  national  affairs  of  greater  moment  than  the  uniform 
preservation  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  money  unit;  on 
this  the  security  and  steady  value  of  property  essentially 
depend." 

The  committee,  duly  impressed  with  the  wisdom  of  that 
sentiment,  feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  examine,  with  care 
and  deliberation,  the  reasons  adduced  in  support  of  such 
an  important  alteration  in  a  regulation  of  g^eat  public 
interest. 

It  m  alleged  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 

Senate— 

ist.  That  <Uhis  proportion  (1  to  15)  was  too  low  a 
valuation  of  gold  in  the  year  1792,  and  much  too  low  a 
valuation  of  gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  at  this  time." 

2d.  That,  ••during  the  last  three  hundred  years,  gold 
lias,  with  some  temporary  exceptions,  been  gradually  ad- 
vancing in  value.  During  the  last  twenty  years,  tlie  en- 
hancement of  gold  in  respect  to  silver  has  been  quite  as 
great  as  it  had  ever  before  been  during  any  equal  period; 
And  gold  still  continues  to  rise." 

3d.  That  ••the  general  course  of  our  exchanges  with 
Europe  is  against  us;  and  when  remittances  cannot  be  ad- 


vantaffeously  made  b^  bills,  gold  is  sent  to  Europe,  aid 
especially  to  Great  Britain,  so  long  as  gold  is  not  rvideat!^ 
too  dear  in  this  country,  in  comparison  with  nlrer.  Bot, 
in  order  tliat  both  gold  and  silver  should  circulate  as  so- 
ney,  it  is  necessary  that  demands  for  exportation  dK<id 
fall  upon  both  metals,  that  when  a  demand  for  exporti^on 
occurs,  it  should,  in  general,  be  as  profitable  to  export 
one  of  them  as  the  other;  and  the  relative  valuation  vk^!^ 
will  ensure  this  object,  is  that  which  exists  vben  bots 
metals  are,  or  may  be,  exported  with  equal  profit** 

4th.  Tliat  ••  much  more  of  tite  two  metals  is  now  cas- 
ed upon  the  basis  that  gold  is  in  value  to  silver  as  slitecp 
to  one,  than  according  to  any  other  proportion.  If  it  is 
expedient  to  conform  our  ratio  to  the  existing  property 
of  any  other  country,  it  must  be  expedient  to  adopt  da: 
proportion  which  prevails  most  widely,  and  the  nh^ 
sixteen  to  one  is  now  far  the  most  extensive  example.  A 
rule  so  extensive  is  entitled  to  respect;  but  the  ^ivAal 
operation  of  the  rule  is  much  more  instructive,  sgcc  « 
shows  that  this  relative  valuation  of  the  two  metals  seams 
their  concurrent  circulation  in  coins  in  a  very  large  piit 
of  the  world." 

5th.  That  '^our  pubfic  coinage  of  gold  is  nov  v!k!) 
without  any  public  benefit.  If  we  will  not  rectify  u 
legal  proportion  between  the  coins  of  the  two  roetals  ^ 
ought  to  abolish  the  coinage  of  gold,  save  the  useless  ei- 
pense,  and  leave  gold  to  be  treated  like  other  metals  r.t 
coined  as  money." 

The  recommendations  suggested,  and  the  adnntitft 
anticipated,  are — 

1st.  That  ••  our  system  of  money,  established  in  thcyo: 
1792,  fully  adopts  the  principle,  that  it  is  ezpedicfitb^ 
coin  and  use  both  metals  as  money;  and  such  has  alv'.^^ 
been  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  tlie  United  States." 

2d.  That  •'  each  of  tlie  two  metali  is  peculiaHy  «" 
venient  for  purposes  to  which  the  other  is  not  well  «3af'; 
ed.  Silver  is  divisible  into  pieces  of  small  welgbl  r*. 
small  value,  and  is  convenient  for  payments  of  nwdw^ 
amount,  but  is  very  inconvenient  when  large  sudusk 
paid  or  transported.  And  tliese  diflTcrent  advantages  o^- 
not  be  enjoyed  without  tlie  use  of  both  metals.'*  ^ 

3d.  **  Where  the  circulating  coins  are  bothgoW»-'^ 
silver,  paper  money  is  less  used  than  it  is  where  all  l: 
coins  are  of  silver;  and  the  currency  of  gold  coins  ioc^ 
country  will  tend  to  repress  this  constant  tendency  to  fi- 
cess  or  paper  money.  Our  money  now  in  uac  is  t*f-i 
notes  and  silver.  Bank  notes  are  pressed  into  everj  ch»- 
nel  of  circulation;  though  no  man  is  legally  bound  to.v 
ceive  them,  they  are  generally  received.  Sojjreatisaf 
amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation,  so  widely  arc  ti^ 
notes  diffused  through  our  extensive  country,  and  so  b«« 
is  silver  banished  from  circulation,  that  the  option  te  «■ 
mand  silver  is  not  within  the  reach  of  the  gnat  bodr- 
the  people." 

••The  creditor,  and  especially  the  poor  man,  ^^^ 
neither  wait  for  payment,  nor  go  to  a  bank  to  Att&A 
silver,  accepts  the  bank  notes  which  are  offered  to  hj- 
not  because  he  prefers  them  to  silver,  but,  in  a  mult  tJ« 
of  casesj  because  he  is,  in  effect,  constrained  to  acctf- 
them  or  nothing.  One  of  many  causes  wliicb  svell  th&tfif- 
rent,  and  impose  upon  the  people  a  species  of  neccssin 
to  use  jiaper  money,  is  the  want  of  gold  coins.    The  «^ 
of  coining  the  two  metals  is,  tliat  they  may  circuUif » 
gether;  that  every  person  who  has  coins  of  cither  suy.^ 
or  g^ld,  may  easily  exchange  them  for  coins  of  the  ci-f^ 
metal,  and  that  the  people  may  enjoy  the  advantag"^ 
using  either  species  of  coins,  according  to  conTcnKOC* 
pleasure." 

4th.   **  Bank  notes  are  frequently  receircd  in  pfCK^^ 
to  silver,  when  gold  coins  would  be  more  convcMJfJ  ^ 
desirable  than  bank  notes.     In  such  cases,  gold  ^^*^y 
used  if  it  could  be  procured,  and  it  should  be  attatna- 
To  refuse  to  coin  gold  for  tliC  sake  of  paper  moaej.  - 
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>ecause  paper  money  occupies  a  place  which  gold  would 
ill,  would  be  a  mischievous  error.      A  bad  state  of  the 
:oins  is  a  great  evil;  but  when  such  a  state  of  the  coins  is 
:ontinued  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  use  of  paper 
noney,  the  end  is  pernicious,  and  the  means  are  an  abuse  of 
>ower.     Our  banks  have  the  right  to  pay  their  notes  in 
iilver,  and  they  oqght  not  also  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
in  entire  banishment  of  rold  coins  from  the  United  States. 
There  will  surely  be  sumcicnt  scope  for  the  circulation  of 
>ank  notes,  when  the  coins  which  they  do  not  expel  from 
ise  shall  consist  partly  of  both  metids;  and  if  it  is'  the 
nterest  of  the  banks  that  we  should  have  no  gold  coins, 
he  public  interest  of  the  country  19,  that  we  should  have 
:oins  of  gold  as  well  as  coins  of  silver." 

The  regulation  proposed  will  produce,  if  adopted,  a 
''ery  important  alteration  in  the  existing  standard  of  value; 
indy  as  it  has  apparently  originated  from  the  views  now 
Ictailed,  which  comprise  a  full  consideration  of  the  mone- 
ary  system  of  the  United  States,  the  committee  feel  re- 
uctantly  compelled  to  undertake  the  investigation  of  an 
mportant,  difficult,  and  intricate  subject,  upon  which  the 
nost  acute  and  enlightened  intellects  have  disagreed. 

This  examination  will  necessarily  involve  the  considera- 
ion  of  general  principles,  the  standard  of  value,  the  prac- 
ice  of  commercial  nations,  and  a  particular  reference  to 
he  currency  of  the  United  States;  which  various  and  per- 
plexing questions  the  committee  will  endeavor  to  discuss 
vith  all  practicable  brevity. 

Gold  and  silver  are  the  money  of  commerce — the  mcr- 
;]iandise  for  which  all  other  commodities  are  freely  ex- 
changed by  the  general  consent  of  mankind.  They  are 
he  measure  of  value,  and  are  universally  received  as  the 
ntrinsic  equivalent  in  all  exchanges.  These  precious  me- 
als were  adopted,  and  are  maintained,  as  the  currency^or 
noney  of  the  world,  from  their  being  less  variable  than 
>ther  metals,  and  homogeneous  in  respect  to  durability 
ind  divisibility. 

They  are,  however,  exposed  to  two  important  varia- 
tons. 

1  St.  In  reference  to  other  commodities,  if  the  mines  be- 
come more  or  less  productive,  or  from  any  cause  that  will 
dter  the  relative  proportions  which  the  g^ld  and  silver, 
used  as  money,  bear  to  that  of  the  aggi^egiite  amount,  or 
eal  value  of  exchangeable  commodities,  money  price  being 
egiilated  by  these  respective  proportions:  and, 

2d.  The  value  of  gold  in  respect  to  silver  is  very  fluc- 
uating. 

Their  relative  values  may  vary  with  the  amount  of  sup- 
)ly  furnished  by  the  mines  respectively.  It  will  change 
%-ith  the  variations  in  the  relative  amotmt  of  labor  expend- 
ed on  the  production  of  these  metals.  If  the  quantity 
>roduced  be  appropriated  to  manufacturing  purposes, 
ind  as  currency,  in  different  relative  proportions,  at  dif- 
erent  periods,  an  alteration  in  value  will  ensue;  a  great 
liminiition,  or  an  extensive  increase  of  demand  for  either 
)f  the  precious  metals,  arising  from  a  change  in  the  usual 
;ourse  of  trade,  or  from  an  alteration  in  the  circulating 
nedium  of  a  wealthy  nation,  will  produce  an  important 
:hange  in  their  relative  value,  whether  silver  be  enccted, 
Ls  instanced  in  the  Asiatic  trade;  or  gold,  as  we  have  sen- 
sibly experienced  in  our  intercourse  with  England. 

Silver,  in  reference  to  silver,  is  unchangeable,  and  equi- 
ralent  to  the  like  quantity  of  fine  metal,  in  all  tlrties,  and 
n  all  countries.  It  is,  besides,  universally  current;  ajid  it  is 
:he  instrument  principally  used  as  the  money  of  commerce. 

Gold  possesses  the  same  peculiar  properties,  although 
t  is  not  so  extensively  used  in  effecting  exchanges.  Either 
>f  them  arc  received  freely  as  the  money  of  the  world; 
md  each,  in  a  state  of  purity,  preserves  its  identity  and 
mmutabilKy. 

Gold  and  Silver,  used  as  a  common  standard,  are,  in  the 
lature  of  things,  subject  to  various  and  frequent  fluctua- 
lions;  while  the  regulation  of  the  standard  of  value,  in 


either  metal,  is  liable  to  variation  only  in  reference  to 
commodities. 

^  Governments  and  political  economists  alt  agree  in  opi- 
nion as  to  the  necessity  or  utility  of  a  uniform  measure. 
They,  nevertheless,  diner*  as  to  the  expediency  of  repi- 
lating  the  standard  of  value  in  one  or  both  metals,  although 
the  nearer  approach  to  invariableness,  in  the  selection  of 
one  metal,  is  obvious  and  incontrovertible. 

The  bill  under  consideration  contemplates  such  a  regu- 
lation of  the  standi  as  will  not  only  obviate  prejudicial 
variations,  but  "Becure  such  "concurrent  circulation  in 
coins"  of  both  metals,  "that  every  person,  who  has  coins 
of  either  silver  or  gold,  may  easily  exch  mge  them  for 
coins  of  the  other  metal,  and  that  the  people  may  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  using  either  species  of  coins,  accordmg 
to  convenience  or  pleasure." 

^  The  committee  would  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in 
aiding  with  their  most  zealous  efforts  in  the  establish- 
ment of  any  regulations  calculated  to  contribute  to  the 
convenience  or  gratification  of  the  community,  enter- 
taining, however,  serious  doubts  of  the  practicability  of 
securing  the  desirable  objects  contemplated  through  the 
medium  of  legislative  enactments.  They  think  it  expe- 
dient, as  an  evidence  of  their  sincere  desire  to  effect  a 
satisfactory  and  impartial  investigation,  to  note,  briefly, 
the^  sentiments  of  some  of  the  most  distingxiished  and 
eminent  writers. 

General  Hamilton,  who  was  the  founder  of  our  present 
system,  distinctly  recogiiised  the  correctness  of  the  posi- 
tion, that  the  single  standard  is  the  least  variable  mea- 
sure, and  he  was  inclined  to  select  g^ld. 

He  states  that  the  "inducement  to  such  a  preference  (one 
metal)  is  to  render  the  unit  as  little  variable  as  possible, 
because  on  this  depends  the  steady  value  of  all  contracts, 
and,  in  a  certain  sense,  of  all  other  propei*ty;  and  it  is 
truly  observed,  that  if  the  unit  belong  inoiscnminately  to 
both  the  metals,  it  is  subject  to  all  tiie  fluctuations  that 
happen  in  the  relative  value  which  they  bear  to  each 
other;  but  the  same  reason  would  lead  to  annexing  it  to 
that  particular  one  which  is  itself  the  least  liajble  to  varia- 
tion, if  there  be,  in  this  respect,  any  discernible  differ- 
ence between  the  two. 

"  Gold  may,  perhaps^  in*  certain  senses,  be  said  to  have 
greater  stability  than  silver,  as  being  of  superior  value. 
Less  liberties  have  been  taken  with  it  in  the  reflations 
of  other  countries."  He  was  finally  of  opinion  that, 
"upon  the  whole,  it  seems  to  be  most  advisable,  as  has 
been  observed,  not  to  attach  the  unit  excluavely  to 
either  of  the  metils,  because  this  cannot  be  done  effect- 
ively without  destroying  the  office  and  character  of  one 
of  tiiem  as  money,  and  reducing  it  to  the  situation  of  a 
mere  merchandise,  which  accordingly  at  different  times 
has  been  proposed  fVom  different  and  very  respectable 
quarters;  but  which  would  probably  be  a  greater  evil 
than  occasional  variations  in  the  unit,  from  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  relative  value  of  the  metals,  especially  if  care 
be  taken  to  regulate  tiie  proportions  between  them  with 
an  eye  to  the  average  commercial  value.  To  annul  the 
use  of  either  of  the  metals,  is  to  abridge  the  quantity  of 
circulating  medium,  and  is  liable  to  all  the  objections 
which  arise  from  the  comparison  of  the  benefits  of  a  full, 
with  the  evils  of  a  scanty  circulation." 

Sir  William  Petty,  in  his  posthumous  work,  published 
in  1691,  is  stated  to  be  the  first  who  suggested  "  that  the 
coin  which  was  to  be  the  principal  measure  of  property 
ought  to  be  made  of  one  metal  only.  Money  is  under- 
stood to  be  the  uniform  measure  and  rule  for  the  value  of 
all  commodities;  that  one  of  the  two  precious  metals  is 
only  a  fit  matter  for  money;  and,  as  matters  now  stand, 
silver  is  the  matter  of  money." 

That  profound  philosopher,  Mr.  Locke,  thus  expresses 
himself:  "I  have  spoken  of  silver  coin  alone,  because 
that  makes  the  monev  of  account  and  measure  of  trade 
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all  through  the  world:  for  all  contracts  are,  I  think,  every 
where  made,  and  accounts  kept,  in  silver.  I  am  sure  thev 
are  so  in  England,  and  in  the  neighboring  countries.  Sil- 
ver, therefore,  and  silver  alone,  is  the  measure  of  com- 
merce. Two  metals,  gold  and  silver,  cannot  be  the 
measure  of  commerce  both  together  in  any  country,  be- 
cause the  measure  of  commerce  must  be  perpetually  the 
same,  invariable,  and  keeping  the  same  proportion  of  va- 
lue in  all  its  parts.  But  so  only  one  metal  does,  or  can 
do,  to  itself.  So  silver  is  to  silver,  and  gold  to  gold;  but 
gold  and  silver  change  their  value  one  to  another:  for, 
supposing  them  to  be  in  value  as  sixteen  to  one  now,,  per- 
haps the  next  month  they  may  be  as  fifleen  and  three- 
fourths,  or  fifteen  and  seven-eighths  to  one;  and  one  may 
as  well  make  a  measure  to  be  used  as  a  yard,  whose  parts 
lengthen  and  shorten,  as  a  measure  of  trade  of  materials 
that  have  not  always  a  settled,  invariable  measure  to  one 
another.  One  metal,  therefore,  alone,  can  be  the  money 
of  account  and  contract  in  any  country.  The  fittest  for 
this  use,  of  all  others,  is  silver.  Gold,  though  not  the 
money  of  the  world,  and  the  measure  of  commerce,  nor 
fit  to  be  so,  may,  and  ought  to  be  coined,  to  ascertain  its 
fineness  and  weight;  and  such  coin  may  safely  have  a  price 
as  well  as  a  stamp  set  upon  it  by  public  authority,  so  the 
value  set  be  under  tlie  market  price." 

Lord  Liverpool,  who  was  master  of  the  mint  in  England, 
and  whose  system  of  money  is  now  in  practical  operation 
in  that  countr}',  thus  remarks:  **  Experience  has  proved, 
that  when  coins  of  two  metals  arc  made  legal  tenders  at 
given  rates,  those  who  have  any  payments  to  make  will 
prefer  to  discharge  the  debt  or  obligation  by  paying  in 
that  coin  which  is  overrated;  and  in  this  manner,  gold,  be- 
ing overrated,  became  the  practical  currency  of  England. 
In  the  reign  of  King  William,   by  prochunation,   gold 
guineas,  worth  but  20*.  8rf.,  were  made  current  at  21«., 
which,  being  4d.  more,  or  1  19-31  per  centum  too  liigh, 
made  g^ld  the  principal  measure  or  tender  in  payments." 
He  was  of  opinion  **  that  the  money  or  coins  of  any  coun- 
try, which  are  to  be  the  measure  of  property,  can  be 
made  of  one  metal  only;*'  and  that  gold  was  the  fittest 
metal  for  a  rich  country  like  England.     He  proposed  that 
**  tlie  new  silver  coins  shall  not  be  a  legal  tender  for  any 
sum  exceeding  the  nominal  value  of  the  largest  piece  of 
gold  coin  in  currency.     This  ra  the  highest  state  of  per- 
fection to  which  any  system  of  coinage  can,  in  my  opinion, 
be  brought.**  He  considered  it  necessary  to  exact  a  heavy 
seig^orage  on  silver  coin,  to  secure  its  permanency  in  cir- 
culation; and  maintained  tliatsuch  an  overvaluation  would 
not  prejudice  prices.     <•  When  the  silver  coins  were  the 
principal  measure  of  property,  and  were  greatly  defect- 
ive, the  price  of  all  commodities  rose  in  proportion;  but 
since  the  gold  coins  are  become  the  principal  measure  of 
property,  though  our  silver  coins  are  on  an  average  as  de- 
fective as  they  were  before,  (about  J,)  the  price  of  com- 
modities, even  when  purchased  with  silver  coins,  has  not 
risen  on  account  of  the  defect  of  these  silver  coins.     The 
present  defective  silver  coins  continue  to  be  paid  and  re- 
ce'.yed  at  their  nominal  value,  and  according  to  the  rate  at 
which  they  can  be  exchanged  for  our  gold  coins;  some- 
times, when  they  are  wanted  for  particular  purposes,  they 
are  exchanged  even  at  a  premium  above  their  nominal 
•  value." 

He  thought  tliat  prices  of  commodities  were  "influ- 
enced by  a  defect  in  that  sort  of  coin  only  which  is  the 
principal  measure  of  property,  and  in  which  ourlialances 
to  foreign  countries  are*  regulated  and  paid.*' 

Mr.  Ricaixlo,  who  attained  well-merited  celebrity,  in  ad- 
verting to  the  English  currency,  observes:  *«  It  appears, 
then,  Uiat  whilst  each  of  the  two  metals  was  equaily  a 
legal  tender  for  debts  of  any  amount,  we  were  subject  to 
a  constant  change  in  the  principal  standard  measure  of 
value.  It  would  sometimes  be  gold,  sometimes  silver,  de- 
pending entirely  on  the  variations  in  the  relative  value  of 


the  two  metals;  and,  at  such  times,  the  metal  which  vu 
not  the  standard  would  be  melted  and  withdrawn  from 
circulation,  as  its  value  would  be  greater  in  buinon  thin 
in  coin.  This  was  an  inconvenience  which  it  was  highly 
desirable  should  be  remedied;  but  so  slow  is  the  progrca 
of  improvement,  that,  although  it  had  been  unanswenbW 
demonstrated  by  Mr.  Locke,  and  had  been  noticed  by  d 
writers  on  the  subject  of  money  since  his  day,  a  better 
system  was  never  adopted  till  the  last  sesaon  of  ParEi- 
ment,  when  it  was  enacted  that  gold  only  should  be  alegil 
tender  for  any  sum  exceeding  42*." 

A  highly  respectable  authority,  >Ir.  Gallatin,  in  his  abk 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  maintains  the  so- 
periority  of  the  double  standard,  and  the  practicability  of 
keeping  both  metals  in  circulation.  He  instancei  Fn&n 
as  the  country  "  which  afibnls  the  best  and  most  ean^ 
means  to  ascertain  the  fact,  as  it  is  far  the  most  wetlthr 
country  in  which  both  g^ldand  silver  coins  circulate  smU- 
taiieously .  During  the  thirteen  last  years,  there  Iws n^t: 
been  a  premium  on  silver  coins,  and  there  has  abnofi  al- 
ways been  one  on  gold  coins;  but  it  is  vei^^  rarely,  a&i 
only  fbr  very  short  periods,  that  this  premium  on  ^^ 
coins  ha?  ever  fallen  below  one-fifth,  or  exceeded  fctf- 
fifths  per  cent.,  and  th^  average  is  about  one-half  ntbcr 
below  than  above  it  The  relative  value  of  gold  to  sO^rr 
bullion  is,  therefore,  fixed  at  the  rate  of  3,091.197,  m:.j 
equal  to  15.69  to  1.  Each  metal  is  brought  to  the  ri-t 
in  gfreater  or  less  quantities  respectively,  according  to  tie 
fluctuations  in  their  relative  market  value.  But  »U 
proves  that  this  ratio  docs  not  essentially  differ  frop  tk 
true  average  market  relative  value,  is,  that  the  mintU 
been  abun£intly  supplied  with  both  for  the  last  twcntj*6Tt 
years,  the  coinage  of  France  being  far  greater  than  tU 
of  uny  other  country. 

"  The  present  rate  (of  our  gold  standard)  was  the  re 

suit  of  information  clearly  incorrect  respectmi^  the  then 

relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  Europe,  which  ^is^- 

presented  as  being  at  tlie  rate  of  leas' than  15  to  1,  «^ 

it  was,  in  fact,  15.5  to  15.6  to  1.     If  gold  coins  art  r**- 

by  law  to  their  true  value,  they  will  not  be  eiporicii  » 

long  as  the  exchange  on  London  is  not  above  l|  per  ^' 

tum  above  the  true  par,  or  about  8  J  per  cent,  nominal, « 

now  calculated.     Whenever  the  exchange  isabo«  ^ 

rate,  there  is  no  means  to  prevent  the  exportation;  aw*^ 

the  general  tendencv  of  our  exchanges  with  Europe  b 

against  us,  this  affords  a  reason  why,  in  fixing  the  nU^ 

value  of  the  two  metals,  gold  may  be  a  little  ovcrrJ'^ 

beyond  the  ratio  deduced  from  the  average  premium  « 

French  gold  coins  in  France.     But  this  should  be  d^' 

cautiously,  as  there  is  always  danger  in  going  beyocuvU' 

the  well  ascertained  facts  will  warrant."    Adverting  t? 

Spanish  American  coins,  he  observes,  in  respect  to  tic 

various  rates  of  premium  on  doubloons:  •«  This  affords  p 

criterion  whatever  of  the  relative  value  of  the  two  intti> 

as  it  is  exclusively  due  to  the  varying  demand  for  the  H»- 

vana  and  South  American  markets,  where,  by  int:"^ 

regulations,  the  doubloon  is  rated  never  less  than  Jlti  »&* 

generally  at  |17.     This  arbitrary  order  drives,  of  ccurrf, 

silver  from  the  market,  and,  without  raising,  actually,  g^ 

to  that  rate,  Jias,  nevertheless,  a  considerable  eflcctoni* 

price  of  that  particular  coin.     As  there  is  not  in  nature 

any  permanent  standard  of  value,  it  has  been  objecte<l » 

the  simultaneous  circulation  of  Uie  two  metals  as  a  kg* 

tender,  that,  in  addition  to  the  fluctuations  in  the  price « 

either  gold  or  silver,  if  only  one  of  the  two  was  matlc  lae 

sole  circulating  medium,  the  fluctuations  in  their  it^^*^ 

value  increase  the  uncertainty  of  the  standard.    GrcJi 

Britain,  till  the  year  1797,  when  the  suspension  of  a* 

payments  took  place,  and  all  other  nations  to  this  day,  M 

used  the  two  metals  simultaneously,  without  any  prac'  «*• 

injury,  and  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  commu»t]f» 

though  in  many  instances  sufl&cient  care  had  net  ben 

taken  to  assimilate  the  legal  to  the  average  market  \*^ 
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of  the  two  metala — a  fact  so  notorious*  fio  univeraa],  and 
so  constant,  is  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  objection,  though 
the  abstract  reasoning  on  which  it  is.  founded  is  correct, 
can  have  no  weight  in  practice." 

In  respect  to  the  opinion  that  the  English  demand  for 
^old,  upon  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  had  sud- 
denly influenced  its  relative  value,  it  is  elsewhere  stated, 
that  '*  any  extraordinary  demand  from  a  particular  country 
is  met  without  difficulty,  or  sensibly  affecting  the  price  of 
the  metal  required."  This  decisive  fact,  (the  premium  in 
France  on  gold  not  having  exceeded  1-5  to  1-2  per  cent.) 
'*  also  shows  tliat  it  is  erroneously  that  the  exportation  of 
American  gold  coins,  which  commenced  in  the  year  1821, 
has  been  ascribed  to  that  extraordinary  demand.  That 
exportation  has  been  continued  uninterruptedly  after  that 
cause  had  ceased  to  operate,  and,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter, 
is  due  to  the  alteration  from  that  epoch  in  the  rate  of  ex- 
changes." 

>lr.  Tooke,  an  eminent  writer,  is  inclined  to  doubt  the 
cx»rrectne88  of  the  opinion,  that  the  British  demand  in- 
creased the  relative  value  of  gold,  and  he  remarks,  **  these 
circumstances,  collectively,"  (dioiinution  in  the  export  of 
silver  to  Asia,  and  the  emancipation  of  Spanidi  America,) 
**are  likely  to  have  increased  the  supply  of  silver,  and 
g^ive  reason  to  expect  that  the  fall  in  the.  price  of  silver 
arose  from  a  relative  increase  of  its  quantity  and  conse- 
quent diminution  of  its  value,  rather  thi^n  from  a  diminish- 
ed quantity  and  increased  value  of  gold."  He  admits, 
however,  that  |' all  information  hitherto  accessible  relating 
to  the  proportion  of  the  supply  and  demand  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  is  vague,  and  insufficient  to  build  any  prac- 
tical conclusion  upon;  and  the  only  object  of  the  argu- 
ments brought  forward  is  to  afford  grounds  for  calling  in 
question  the  opposite  presumption,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
has  been  much  too  generally  and  hastily  admitted." 

Mr.  Tooke  thinks  that  England  probably  possessed 
twenty  millions  of  pounds  sterling  or  gold  before  1797; 
the  greater  part  of  which,  he  calculates,  would  be  forth- 
coming  from  the  hiding  places  of  the  hoarders,  or  from 
the  continent  of  Europe;  **  none  (gold)  being  absbhitely 
necessary  (on  the  continent)  as  the  standard  or  basis  of 
their  circulation,  which  is  silver »" 

Mr.  Baring,  an  eminent  banker,  and  accustomed  to  pe- 
cuniary transactions  of  tlie  most  extensive  and  various 
nature,  is  an  advocate  of  the  double  standard,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  England.  He 
asserts  that,  **if  gold  and  silver  were  concurrent  legal 
tenders  at  the  old  mint  regulation,  (1  to  15.2,)  silver 
would  at  present  be  the  practical  standard,  as  the  debtor 
always  acquits  himself  in  the  cheapest  metal  he  is  enabled 
to  do  so  by  law.  Gold  was  his  cheapest  payment  previous 
to  1797,  and,  therefore,  the  practical  standard  of  the  coun- 
try at  that  time;  in  conseauence  of  subsequent  variations 
in  the  price  between  gold  and  silver,  silver  would  be  so 
now.  The  practical  currency  may  change  from  one  metal 
to  another  in  a  short  space  of  time;  the  &ct  of  gold  hav- 
ing-  been  the  practical  tender  in  this  country  under  the 
former  system,  and  that  silver  would  be  so  if  that  system 
continued,  is  a  practical  proof  of  it. 

•«  It  will  vary  with  the  variations  in  the  relative  value  of 
the  metals,  however  wisely  you  may  adjust  the  difference. 
The  variation  in  France  is  seldom  above  a  tenth  per  cent. : 
it  sometimes  runs  up  to  a  quarter  per  cent. :  it  has  been,  I 
am  told,  something  higher  on  particular  occasions.  A  very 
slight  difference  of  one-tenth  or  one-fourth  per  cent, 
would  determine  the  use  of  one  metal  or  another. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  when  this  country  (England) 
returned  to  payments  in  specie,  supposing  we  wanted  from 
fifleen  to  twenty  millions  of  pounds,  (of  gt>ld,  for  instance,) 
and  that  to  that  extent  there  was  a  demand  on  the  rest  of 
the  world  for  gold,  grold  got  an  increased  value  from  that 
circumstance. 

**  This  country  partially  rejecting  gold  as  its  tender,  the 


effect  would  be  to  reduce  to  some  extent  the  value  of  g^ld 
over  the  rest  of  the  world." 

One  of  his  leading  motives  in  recommending  the  incor- 
poration of  silver  in  the  standard,  appears  to  have  been  an 
impression,  that  it  was  "evident  that  the  Bank,  (of  England) 
wishing  to  reinforce  its  supply  of  specie,  can  do  so  with 
infinitely  increased  facility,  with  the  power  of  either  draw- 
ing in  gold  or  silver,  than  if  jt  were  confined  to  only  one 
of^the  metals.  The  choice  is  already  much;  but  the  cir- 
cumstance that  silver  is  the  practical  standard  of  Europe, 
more  than  doubles  the  certainty  and  facility  of  procuring 
a  supply." 

The  substance  of  Mr.  Baring's  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  British  Parliament,  being  subsequently  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Bank  of  England  in  four 
queries,  the  governor  and  directors  of  the  bank,  in  part, 
thus  reply. 

*  <  1st.  Pravided  there  be  sufficient  currency  in  the  coun- 
try for  the  small  payments,  there  does  not  appear  to  the 
bank  to  be  any  advantage  in  the  proposed  addition  of  sil- 
ver as  a  general  legal  tender,  from  the  great  difficulty  of 
retaining  gold  as  the  bulk  of  the  currency  under  such  an 
arrangement, 

^  2d.  It  does  not  appear  that  it  would  afford  to  the  bank 
any  security  against  combinations  to  their  prejudice, 
nor  would  it  enable  the  bank  more  readily  to  rectify  the 
foreign  exchanges,  nor  to  provide  with  less  difficulty  for 
periods  of  panic.  Neither  does  it  appear  to  tlie  bank  that 
it  would  facilitate  tlieir  procui'ing,  when  necessary,  sup- 
plies of  gold  from  abroaa. 

(*3d.  Thb  bank  can  see  no  advantage  in  reverting  to 
the  former  system  of  making  silver  by  weight  a  legal  ten- 
der to  any  amount;  and  they  are  fuxthei*  of  opinion,  that 
a  varying  scale  of  value  in  any  metal  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  prejudicial  in  its  effects  upon  all  contracts." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  masterly  and 
elaborate  report  to  the  Senate  during  the  last  session, 
*'  respecting  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver.  Sec." 
remarks,  in  reference  to  the  double  standard,  **that  how- 
ever exactly  the  proper  equilibrium  of  values  of  gold  and 
silver  may  be  adjusted  at  the  mint,  the  balance  is  likely  to 
be  disturbed  by  causes  which  can  neither  be  anticipated 
nor  controlled  by  political  power."  And,  in  the  course  of 
his  able  disquisition,  he  arrives  at  the  apparently  sound 
and  rational  conclusion,  that  the  regulation  of  the  measure 
of  value  in  both  metals  is  inherently  defective,  and  re- 
quires to  be  remedied,  and  that  '*this  remedy  is  to  be 
round  in  the  establishment  of  one  standard  measure  of 
property  only.  The  proposition  that  there  can  be  but  one 
standflrd,  in  fact  is  self-evident.  I'he  option  of  Govern- 
ments charged  with  this  duty,  is,  therefore,  between  hav- 
ing property  measured  sometimes  by  gold,  sometimes  by 
silver,  and  selecting  that  metal  which  is  best  adapted  to  the 
purpose  for  the  only  standard.  Silver  ought  to  be  t\ie 
standard  measui'e  of  property  in  the  United  States,  and 
maintained  by  mint  regulations  as  the  chief  material  for 
njetallic  currency." 

Such  discordancy  of  opinion  amongst  writers  distin- 
guished for  profound  and  philosophical  views,  and  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  the  subject  under. conmderationj  is  per- 
plexing and  enibarrassing. 

The  committee  have  endeavored  to  form  a  just  and  im- 
partial estimate  of  the  various  principles  respectively  sus- 
tained; and  they  will  now  proceed  to  make  some  appro- 
priate observations  upon  them,  as  general  truths,  and, 
also,  in  reference  to  the  fitness  of  their  application  t«  the 
existing  and  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  United  States. 

Gold  or  silver  is  the  money  of  commerce,  and  the  mea- 
sure of  value.  It  is  freely  received  every  where  as  the 
equivalent  in  exchange  for  all  other  articles.  It  is,  by 
general  consent,  the  representative  of  value,  the  pledge 
cheerfully  taken  in  fulfilment  of  bargains,  because  tlie  re- 
ceiver knows  that  he  can  with  it  purchase  such  things  as 
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he  desires.  It  is  the  instrument  by  which  transfers  can  be 
most  conveniently  eflfected,  but  it  is  not  the  aKicle  really 
wanted. 

Commodities  are  the  things  actually  exchanged  and  re- 
quired— provisions,  clothing,  materials  for  manufacture, 
or  for  other  use.  Money  facilitates  exchanges,  but  its 
value  is  in  circulation.  Commodities  are  valuable  in  ex- 
change, and  valuable,  also,  as  useful  or  consunuible  he- 
cessaries.  The  real  value  of  these  depends  upon  the 
quantity  of  labor  expended  upon  their  production,  but 
not  in  any  degree  upon  nioney  price,  or  the  quantity  of 
gold -or  silver  required  to  measure  their  nominal  value,  or 
to  effect  their  exchange.  This  price  or  quantity  is  rege- 
lated by  the  productiveness  of  the  mines,  and  by  the.relfr> 
tion  which  the  portion  of  that  product,  pending  in  cur- 
rency, bears  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  exchangeable 
merchandise. 

Since  the  discovery  of  America,  the  increase  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  has  greatly  exceeded  the  relative  increase  of 
commodities;  »>Td  and  silver  are  estimated  to  have  multi- 
plied in  a  fourfold  ratio. 

Money  has  become  so  abundant  that  prices  have  risen 

freatly;  the  labor  which  was  formerly  exchanged  for  one 
oUar,  will  now  purchase  four  silver  dollars. 

This  change  would  seem  to  indicate  a  vast  increase  in 
the  value  of  labor,  and  consequently  of  individual  wealth, 
in  the  view  of  those  who  consider  a  great  deal  of  money 
^  and  riches  as  synonymous;  yet  it  is  not  perceived  in  what 
respect  this  great  increase  of  g^ld  and  silver  has  influenc- 
ed tlie  real  value  of  useful  commodities.  It  has  sensibly 
altered  the  money  price  of  every  thing,  ana  tiiereby  di- 
minished its  convenience,  as  the  instrument  and  measure 
of  commerce,  by  rendering  it  more  cumbrous,  requiring 
four  times  the  quantity  or  weight  of  gold  or  silver  to  mea- 
sure the  same  value,  and  multiplying  in  the  like  ratio  the 
number  of  coins,  and  the  labor  of  counting  them,  without 
adding,  in  any  manner,  to  their  utility  as  money,  or  to 
their  vahie  as  property.  If  one-half  of  the  entire  amount 
of  g^ld  and  silver  now  in  use  was  immediately  to  disap- 
pear, or  as  suddenly  to  be  doubled  in  its  quantity,  the  con- 
sequence would  be  g^evousto  debtors,  or  to  creditors;  but 
it  is  very  evident  that  the  real  wealth  of  society  would  ex- 
perience no  change  from  either  event.  The  productive 
power  of  industry  would  be  neither  increased  nor  dimin- 
ished; nor  would  any  alteration  take  place  in  the  utility  of 
its  products. 

Industry  produces  commodities,  and  frugality  accumu- 
lates capital;  but  its  real  value  does  not  depend  upon  its 
money  value. 

Where  exchangeable  merchandise  abounds,  gold  and 
silver  will  be  comparatively  abundant.  Hence,  countries, 
rich  in  productions,  will  always  have  more  money  circu- 
lating than  nations  which  produce  fewer  commodities. 
The  possession  of  a  large  amount  of  money  is  the  effect, 
but  not  the  cause  of  wealth:  yet  a  greater  abundance  of 
g^ld  or  silver,  in  rich  States,  being  very  visible,  it  has  er- 
roneously been  viewed  as  the  cause  producing  greater 
wealth;  and  various  projects  have  been  frequently  sug- 
gested, or  adopted,  to  brine  into  particular  countries  more 
than  the  natural  supply  of  money,  or  to  manufacture  it 
from  other  materials  than  gold  or  silver.  Distinguished 
statesmen  have  occasionally  countenanced  tliese  sugges- 
tions; and  the  value  which  has  been  attached  to  a  large 
supply  of  the  precious  metals  has  been  evinced  by  inflict- 
ing severe  penalties  upon  the  exporters  of  gold  or  silver; 
in  exhibiting  indignation  against,  or  questioning  the  patri- 
otism of  such  traden  as  ship  away  money  where  its  ex- 
portation was  permitted,  by  a  g^eat  solicitude  to  encourage 
intercourse  with  those  countries  which  possess  or  dis- 
tribute the  produce  of  the  mines;  and  in  denying  or  ques- 
tioning the  advantage  of  trading  with  any  nation  which 
required  g^ld  or  silver  in  exchange  for  its  merchandise. 
It  \\ua  been  exhibited  in  an  anxious  desire  to  have  the 


standard  of  value  regulated  in  both  metals,  lest  the 
utility  of  either  mieht  be  diminished  on  becoming  i  coik- 
modity,  or  under  the  apprehension  that  the  rejection  of 
either  gold  or  silver  as  a  legal  tender  would  contract  the 
field  of  supply,  or  inflict  the  evils  of  a  scanty  ciicula^on. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  wealth  consists  inn 
abundance  of  necessariei^  conveniences,  and  luxuries, 
that  lands,  minerals,  labor-saving  machines,  uxful  com- 
modities, &c.  &c.  are  the  constituent  parts  of  national 
wealth;  and  that  its  amount  depends  upon  the skillandlD- 
dustry  of  its  inhabitants. 

Industrious  and  skilful  nations  will  possess  a  large  abut 
of  the  gokl  and  silver  used  as  money  in  commtrce;  bvt 
that  arises  from  the  superior  value  of  their  eichangeabk 
produce. 

The  value  of  money  is,  in  an  inverse  ratio  with  its  qai!i- 
ti^,  relatively  dear  or  cheap,  according  to  the  propoitioa 
which  the  entire  amount  of  geld  and  silver  in  drcuittiai 
bears  to  the  ag^egate  value  of  exchangeable  commafi- 
tics.  The  interest  of  every  nation  requires  its  ju^  pn- 
portion  of  the  money  of  the  world;  and  if  commerce  n 
free  and  unrestrained,  its  operations  would  assuredly  eStc 
an  equitable  distribution. 

The  course  is  natural  and  obvious.  Redundance  tvss 
prices,  imports  increase,  or  exports  diminish;  either  cco- 
sequence  creates  an  adverse  exchange;  and  iht  supeHI:- 
ous  supply  of  money  goes  off  to  other  nations,  to  liouidite 
balances.  On  the  other  hand,  scarcity  of  money  lover 
prices,  increases  exports,  or  brings  in  money  to  buy  chop 
geods.  In  the  nature  of  things,  redundancy  or  scarcity 
must  be  temporary,  -as  mercantile  sagacity  is  ever  actireaik: 
vigilant  to  profit  by  the  smallest  variations  in  value;  vA 
whilst  pureuing  gain,  it  prevents  money  from  undula&Bf 
greatly^  or  dindvantageously  to  the  steady  occupatioi^ 
producera. 

The  correctness  of  the  principle,  that  money  will  N 
its  level  in  the  gfreat  sea  of  commerce,  unless  obstnictcd 
by  artificial  mounds,  erected  by  legislative  or  local  n^ 
tions,  was  forcibly  illustrated  in  the  case  of  France  i 
ir94-'5. 

Statesmen  of  transcendent  talents,  Mr.  Pitt  and  1^ 
Burke,  confidently  anticipated  a  complete  overthrow  a 
the  power  of  France,  from  the  want  of  money  to  carrr  • 
wariike  operations— <he  inevitable  consequence,  as  the? 
supposed,  of  the  destruction  of  the  assignat  currcficf> 
Yet,  what  is  the  historical  &ct>  The  assignat  bubble  big*. 
inflicting,  without  doubt,  a  serious  amount  of  indhidBil 
distress,  but  the  productive  power  of  France  being  unfr 
jurcd,  and  the  products  of  its  industry  being  real  »caw» 
and  valuable  commodities  in  exchange.  Gold  and  she. 
which  is  the  instrument  of  exchange,  rushed  into  Fr»K« 
in  a  powerful  stream,  filling  speedily  every  chanodof  cff- 
culation  with  its  proper,  useful,  and  relative  proporiioo  a 


coin. 


Instead  of  France,  with  her  great  wealth,  beang  }^ 
trated  and  in  poverty,  as  was  predicted  by  these  g^^^ 
men,  she  quickly  possessed  more  gold  and  alverthan^ 
nation  in  Europe — a  result  in  strict  accordance  with  *« 
established  principles  in  the  monetary  system. 

France  possessed  a  l*Tre  supply,  comparatively,  of  sx^ 
ney,  because  she  was  In  uict  the  richest  nation  in  £un^ 
excepting  England,  who  had  forcibly  driven  gold  and  *• 
ver  out  of  circulation,  by  substituting  bank  notes.  C»; 
sidering  that  these  incontrovertible  prindples,  in  regK^ 
to  gold  or  ffllver  money,  have  been  practically  verified  Sj 
the  powcrftil  and  instructive  example  of  France,  it  is  ^\ 
surprising,  that,  in  subsequent  times,  complaints  dicii^j 
be  made  of  the  want  of  metallic  coin,  or  of  a  particu^* 
kind  of  the  precious  metals. 

It  cannot  be  tiic  interest  of  any  country,  if  it  were  pi*- 
ticable,  to  possess  a  greater  amount  of  the  precious  i»e<^^ 
(which  are  costly  merchandise)  than  its  just  pTopo»«»» 
because  the  value  of  gold  or  nlver^  as  moBey»  cco»> 


APPENDIX— Td  Gale$  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


clii 


CMd  Coins. 


[2l9t  Cove.  3d  SX8B. 


iltogether  in  its  utility,  u  an  instrament,  for  efiecting*  ex- 
changes, or  for  measuring  the  value  of  commodities.  Its 
rolue  being  relative,  and  only  in  exchange,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  an  important  consideration  to  any  country, 
irhether  the  instrument,  which  it  thus  uses  as  a  labor- 
laving  machine  in  barter,  he  composed  of  gold,  or  of  sil- 
ver, or  of  both  metals. 

The  committee  are  induced  to  believe  that  every  nation 
Rrill  possess  its  equitable  and  useful  portion  of  the  gold 
ind  silver  used  as  money.  If  they  do  not  repulse  it  from 
iomestic  circulation,  by  substituting  a  different  medium  of 
Mchange,  one  metal  may  be  selected,  with  a  certain  as- 
lurance  of  uniformly  possessing,  in  the  metal  chosen,  such 
iroportion  of  the  entire  amount  of  the  money  of  com- 
oerce  as  their  exchangeable  commodities  bear  to  the  to- 
al  amount  of  merchandise  produced. 

If  both  metals  are  preferred,  the  like  relative  propor- 
ion  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  metallic  currency  will  be 
)osse98ed,  subject  to  frequent  changes  from  gold  to  silver, 
ind  vice  versa,  according  to  the  variations  in  the  relative 
»lue  of  these  metals. 

The  currency  of  the  commercial  world  consisting  of 
;old  as  well  as  silver,  it  is  apparently  correct  and  rational 

0  conclude,  that  the  indiscriminate  use  of  both  metals 
just  be  convenient  and  advantageous  to  every  community, 
'here  is,  however,  a  material  distinction  between  the 
loney  of  commerce  and  the  money  of  a  particular  State, 
^hich  merits  notice.  Gold  and  silver  circulate  in  general 
ommerce  as  money;  but  whether  they  are  tendered  in 
«w  or  defaced  coins,  of  the  standard  of  one  mint,  or  a 
lixture  of  all  mints,  or  in  metal  of  every  variety  of  form 
nd  purity,  they  are  all  viewed  as  bullion,  and  valuei'd  in 
>pci^  markets  according  to  the  quantity  or  weiglit  of 
ne  metal. 

Whether  a  nation  uses  exclusively  one  metal  for  its  inter- 
al  trade,  or  establishes  a  legal  value  in  both  gold  and  sil- 
cr,  it  has  been  ascertained  by  experience  that  one  metal 
nly  will  be  the  practical  standard.  Traders  will  usually 
nd  it  their  interest  to  can7  to  each  country  that  de- 
-fiption  of  metal  which  is  the  current  or  exclusive  legfal 
Muler,  because  the  former  is  always  an  overvalued  metal, 
"kI  the  latter  is  of  nearly  invariable  value.  The  opera- 
ona  of  trade  being  incessant  and  universal,  the  value  of 
lid  or  silver  is  tested  by  the  estimate  of  each  nation;  and 

1  average  relative  value  is  thus  ascertained  and  establish- 
1»  with  such  an  approach  to  accuracy  as  enables  mcr- 
>ants  and  money  dealers,  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  to 
^"tct  exchangees  freely  and  securely  for  the  money  of 
►mmerce,  whether  tendered  in  gold  or  in  silver. 
But  the  money  of  a  particular  State  is  the  medium  of 
cchange,  and  measure  of  value  and  of  contracts,  not 
Jy  for  traders  and  money  dealers,  but  for  every  mcm- 
■r  of  the  community.     Public  convenience,  therefore, 
quires  that  it  should  be  coined.    Nations  generally-  esta- 
«h  a  measure  of  value,  founded  upon  an  ideal  unit,  or 
oney  of  account  and  contract. 

Coins,  regelated  in  conformity  to  this  standard,  usually 
«npose  the  metallic  currency;  and  they  are  genei-ally  the 
Jy  legal  tender  in  payments. 

Where  g^ld  or  silver  constitutes  the  national  currency, 
ch  a  regulation  is  a  matter  of  great  public  interest, 
le  stamp  set  upon  the  metal  is  the  seal  of  the  State,  cer- 
ring;  as  to  the  fineness  and  weight  of  the  coin,  which  se- 
res implicit  confidence  as  to  its  intrinsic  value;  and  the 
>ney  unit,  or  its  integral  parts,  or  multiples,  being  exhi- 
«d  in  every  coin,  facilitates  enumeration,  exchanges, 
d  payments,  and  contributes  essentially  to  the  conveni- 
ce  and  advantage  of  the  public. 

The  money  of  a  State  thus  differing  in  some  essential 
rticulars  from  the  money  of  commerce,  the  inquiry  may 
|nade  with  consistency  and  propriety,  whether  it  is  roost 
licious  or  expedient  to  regulate  the  standard  in  gold,  or 
silver,  or  in  both  metals.' 

Vor.  VII.~U 


Several  of  the  eminent  authorities  quoted,  including 
some  of  those  who  are  practically  acquainted  with  money 
transactions,  strenuously  maintain  the  superior  advantages 
of  the  double  standard,  contending, 

1st.  That,  in  rHecting  either  gSd  or  silver,  the  risk  is 
incurred:  '*that  if  the  rise  is  only  on  one  of  the  metals  for 
which  there  happens  to  be  a  greater  demand,  and  that 
should  be  the  sole  legal  tender,  it  will  be  exported,  and 
diminish,  in  a  most  inconvenient  way,  the  whole  amount 
of  specie — a  diminution  which,  in  that  case,  cannot  be  re- 
medied, by  resorting  to  the  other  metal  which  is  not  a  le- 
gal tender;"  and  it  is  thought  to  limit  the  "  facility  of  pro- 
curing a  siipply  of  gold  and  silver,"  and  that  it  causes  "  the 
evils  of  a  scanty  circulation."" 

2d.  That  the  rejection  of  either  metal  has  the  effect  of 
"  destroying  the  office  and  character  of  one  of  them  as 
money,  afid  reducing  it  to  the  situation  of  a  mere  merchan- 
dise." 

3d.  Although  it  is  conceived  to  be  not  possible  **  that 
any  degree  otskill  or  ingenuity,  in  adjusting  the  propor- 
tions of  gold  and  silver,  can  be  such  as  to  prevent  the  one 
or  the  other  from  having  a  preference,  and  becoming 
practically,  in  the  course  of  a  short  period  of  ^ears,  the 
currency  of  the  country,  almost  to  ttie  exclusion  of  the 
otlier,  except  for  purposes  of  convenience,"  it  is,  never- 
theless, alleged  that  ^e  hazards  from  alterations  in  the 
measure  of  contracts,  by  "  those  fluctuations  in  the  rela- 
tive value  of  the  two  species  of  coin,  are  a  quantity  which 
may  be  neglected;"  and  it  is  maintained  that  ''the  neces- 
sity of  occasional  adjustment  is  a  small  inconvenience,  Avhen 
compared  with  the  great  inconvenience  of  u^ng  only  one 
of  the  metals." 

The  committee  having  already  expressed  their  convic- 
tion that  the  operations  of  commerce,  if  unimpeded  hf 
local  and  artificial  obstacles,  will  certainly  secure  to  eycTj 
country  its  useful  and  equitable  proportion  of  the  money 
of  the  world,  they  feel  compelled,  reluctantly,  to  withhold 
their  assent  to  the  opinions  preferred  in  support  of  the 
double  standard.  They  cannot  admit,  that,  by  i-ejecting 
one  of  the  metals,  any  of  the  injurious  consequences  pre- 
dicted would  ensue. 

England  maybe  instanced  as  a  practical  and  forcible 
exemplification.  She  has  by  law  recently  (and  for  more 
than  one  hundred  yeai*s  previously,  in  practice)  rejected 
silver  as  a  tender  in  large  payments,  and  adopted  gold  (the 
most  costly,  and  scarce,  and  least  used  as  money,  of  the 
two  metals)  as  the  measure  and  instrument  for  effecting 
exchanges.  A  subsequent  act,  restraining  the  issue  of 
bank  notes  under  five  pounds  sterling,  opened  an  exten- 
sive field  for  circulation,  which  was  immediately  filled  with 
gold;  and  her  experience  since,  notwitlistanding  the  wild 
and  inconsiderate  speculations  of  1825,  may,  with  that  of 
preceding  times,  in  regjardto  pecuniary  resources,  be  com- 
pared with  the  means  of  any  other  nation  to  test  the  accu- 
racy of  these  disadvantageous  allegations  against  the  single 
standard. 

The  free  city  of  Bremen,  an  example  on  a  very  differ- 
ent scale  of  operations,  uses  gold  exclusively,  without  any 
known  inconvenience. 

Hamburg,  a  neighboring  city,  of  g^reat  business  and 
wealth,  has  for  centuries  confined  commercial  payments 
to  silver. 

For  ten  years  past  we  have,  in  practice,  repudiated  gpold; 
and  it  is  believed  that  money  has  not  been  more  abundant 
for  the  same  length  of  time  in  our  commercial  history.  Our 
recent  practice  has  in  reality  reduced  gold  "to  the  situa- 
tion of  a  mere  merchandise,"  but  certainly  without  injuring 
its  utility  as  money;  for  it  is  picked  up  with  avidity,  even 
in  small  sums,  and  exchanged  with  the  greatest  readiness 
for  bank  notes,  redeemable  on  demand  with  stiver,  or  ef- 
fective in  instant  payments.  Its  value  of  coarse  varies  ac- 
cording to  our  pecuniary  i*elations^ith  England,  the  great 
market  of  the  world  for  gold. 
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If  an  extensive  demand  was  now  to  arise  for  gold,  which 
is  <*  the  sole  legal  tender"  in  England  and  Bremen,  its  ex- 
port would  take  place,  untrl  scarcity  of  money  was  sensi- 
bly felt.  Commoalties  would  then  decline  in  price,  or  there 
would  be  a  diminution  of  imports,  until  money  found  itajust 
and  natural  leveljdifTering  in  no  perceivable  respect  from  the 
effects  produced,  by  an  adverse  balance  of  payments,  upon 
other  States  using  silver,  or  which  have  an  established  legal 
tender  in  both  metals.  For  example,  in  1827-'8,  we  became 
largely  indebted  to  England  and  France.  Our  silver  was 
exported  to  a  great  amount,  as  well  as  all  the  ^old  that 
could  be  procured.  The  banks  curtailed  their  discounts; 
money  became  vei-y  scarce ;  we  imported  comparatively  lessf 
the  balance  was  soon  liquidated;  and  we  worked  through 
that  adverse  period  with  as  little  difficulty,  suffering,  or  dis- 
tress, and  recovered  from  its  ill  eflTects,  asi  speedily  as 
on  any  of  the  many  previous  occasions  that  we  have  en- 
countered the  ebbs  in  commerce;  although  the  increased 
value  of  gold  had,  in  effect,  rciected  it  from  cii  culation, 
and  deprived  us  of  the  power  alleged  to  be  remediate  of 
"  resorting  to  the  other  metal,  which  is  not  a  legal  tender." 

Our  own  experience,  and  that  of  other  nations,  thus  ap- 
pearing to  confirm  in  praclice  the  accuracy  of  the  princi- 
ples previously  deduced,  the  committee  cunnot  resist  the 
conviction  that  the  regulation  of  a  national  standard  in 
gold,  or  in  silver,  or  in  both  mctah,  will  not,  in  any  re- 
spect, influence  the  pecuniary  resources  of  a  State,  or  con- 
tribute any  relief  wluitever  in  periods  of  exigency.  Unfa- 
vorable bidances  with  foreign  countries  must  be  discharged 
with  gold  or  silver,  or  commodities.  Debtor  nations,  not 
possessing  mines  of  the  pKcious  metals,  must  regulate  their 
imports  according  to  the  exchangeable  value  of  their  sur- 
plus produce.  They  have  no  other  means  of  purchasing 
money,  or  other  foreign  merchandise.  The  ill  effects  of 
bad  seasons,  and  other  unusual  and  adverse  events,  which 
occasion  temporary  pressure,  are  soon  rectified  by  indus* 
try  and  frugality. 

The  great  and  inherent  defect  in  the  double  standard, 
that  has  produced  the  evil  of  which  we  now  complain, 
(the  disappearance  of  g^ld,)  and  which  has  invited  the 
remedy  of  a  new  adjustment  of  its  relative  value,  is  de- 
serving of  particular  and  grave  consideration. 

It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  the  capacious  mind 
which  delineated  the  system  of  money  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, expressed  a  strong  desire  "  to  render  the  unit  as 
uttle  variable  as  possible,  because  on  this  depends  the 
steady  value  of  all  contracts,  and,  in  a  certain  sense,  of  all 
other  property."  He  was  well  aware  **tliatif  the  unit 
belong  indiscriminately  to  both  metals,  it  is  subject  to  all 
the  fluctuations  that  happen  in  the  relative  value  which 
they  bear  to  each  other.." 

He  appears  to  have  been  strongly  inclined  to  select  gold 
as  the  only  measure  of  value;  and  the  difficulty  which  he 
experienced  in  arriving  at  the  final  conclusion  to  recom- 
mend both  metals,  is  clearly  evidenced  by  the  undecided 
terms  in  which  it  ia announced:  '*But,  upon  the  whole,  it 
seems  to  be  most  advisable,"  &c.     The  obvious  advanta- 

Ses  of  the  single  standard  having  yielded  to  the  prepon- 
erant  influence  of  an  apprehension  that  the  rejected  me- 
tal would  be  injured,  as  money,  by  "reducing  it  to  the 
situation  of  a  mere  merchandise;"  and  that  <<  to  annul  the 
use  of  either  of  the  metals  as  money,  is  to  abridge  the 
quantity  of  circulating  medium,  and  is  liable  to  all  the  ob- 
jections which  arise  from  a  comparison  of  the  benefits  of 
a  full,  with  the  evils  of  a  scanty  circulation"— evils  which 
were  sensibly  experienced  at  that  time,  whatever  causes 
may  have  produced  tliem,  subsequent  experience,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  last  ten  years,  having  furnished 
strong  reasons  to  doubt  if  tlie  cause  of  those  evils  was  ac- 
curately conjectured.  The  committee  are  induced,  from 
that  circumstance,  to  believe  that  the  views  which  they 
have  now  expressed  do  not  differ  essentially  from  an  au- 
thority so  deservedly  entitled  to  their  respect. 


There  does  npt  appear  to  be  any  diversity  of  opinioBts 
to  one  radical  defect  in  the  diKible  standard— the  uotvoid- 
able  necesnty  of  occasional  adjustments,  or,  in  other  wordi, 
of  alterations  in  the  measure  of  value  and  of  contracts. 
The  effects  of  these  changes  are  variously  estimated.  A 
large  majority  of  the  writers  quoted  maintain  thattlieoTer- 
rated  metal  will  always  be  **  the  practical  currency,  [wbicii] 
may  change  fi'om  one  metal  to  the  other  in  a  short  period 
of  time.  Gold  was  his  cheapest  payment,  and,  therefore, 
the  practical  standard  of  tne  country  (England)  at  tk 
time.  In  consequence  of  subsequent  variations  in  t^ 
price  between  gold  and  silver,  silver  would  be  so  nov,  a 
the  debtor  always  acquits  himself  in  the  cheapest  meUlh: 
is  enabled  to  do  so  by  law. 

'*  Whikt  each  of  the  two  metals  was  equally  a  Ic^ ten- 
der for  debts  of  any  amount,  we  were  subject  to  a  oat- 
stant  change  in  the  principal  measure  of  value." 

'^  Experience  has  proved,  that  when  coins  of  the  lr& 
metals  are  made  a  legal  tender  at  given  rates,  those  ibo 
have  any  payments  to  make  will  prefer  to  discharge  tk 
debt  or  obligation,  by  paying  in  that  coin  which  is  ctct- 
rated." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  justly  remarks, that '^i 
the  ratio  is  so  adjusted  as  to  maintain  both  metals,  for  U 
time  being,  in  equilibrium,  subsequent  fluctuations  ilsj 
expel  tliat  which  is  most  necessary  to  the  currency." 

These  opinions,  which  in  times  past  were  tbeoiici  ftf 
our  meditation,  are  now  realized  in  practice.  To  usttiK 
language  of  a  highly  distinguished  and  learned  Senaii?. 
Mr.  Webster,  «*The  £ngli&  standard  of  value  is  gtii; 
witli  us,  that  office  is  performed  by  gold,  and  by  $K:r 
also,  at  a  fixed  relation  to  each  other:  but  our  estimate  ^ 
silver  is  rather  higher,  in  proportion  to  gold,  than  i^>i 
nations  give  it;  it  is  higher  especially  than  in  En^M  tt 
the  present  moment. 

**  The  consequence  is,  tliat  silver,  which  remains  a  lefb 
currency  with  us,  stays  here,  whUe  the  gold  has  fts:< 
abroad,  verifying  tlie  universal  truth,  that  if  two  currtfi- 
cies  be  allowed  to  exist,  of  diflerent  values,  that  whet  is 
cheapest  will  fill  up  the  whole  circulation." 

It  is,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  alleged^  "tliat  lW 
fluctuations  are  a  quantity  which  may  be  ncglectc<i;' 
«« that  Great  Britain,  till  the  year  1797,  when  the  suspcr 
sion  of  cash  payments  took  place,  and  all  other  natiaf 
to  this  day,  have  used  the  two  metals  simultaneousJj,  '^^^• 
out  any  practical  injury,  and  to  the  great  advantage  ofu 
conununity ;"  and  it  is  also  maintained,  that  '<  the  prac^- 
cal  operation  of  the  rule  {goid.  to  silver,  one  to  sbteec> 
is  much  more  instructive,  since  it  shows  that  this  reiit*- 
valuation  of  the  two  metals  secures  their  concurrent  a*- 
culation  in  coins  in  a  very  large  part  of  the  world." 

7*he  semblance  of  disagreement  amongst  these  vnts^ 
as  to  realities,  induces  the  supposition,  that  the  t\^ 
sions,  '*all  other  nations  to  this  day  have  used  ihets^ 
metals  simultaneously,"  *<that  this  relative  ^-aluaton  ^ 
the  two  metals  secures  theu*  concurrent  circulatioii  "' 
coins,"  should  likely  be  construed,  in  the  restricted  ^i» 
of  a  legal  right,  to  tender  them  indiscriminately  in  I^!' 
ments. 

The  committee  are  not  qualified  by  experience  topK" 
nounce  with  decision  as  to  the  usages,  or  the  respeC" 
advantages,  of  the  money  systems  of  other  nations;  bb-. 
upon  a  dehberate  and  candid  oonsideration  of  thevarif  < 
statements  submitted,  and  a  careful  examination  of  iW'''* 
valuable  documents,  particularly  those  furnished  by  ^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  they  arc  inclined  seriou.*!}  ^ 
question  the  pi*acticability  of  devising  any  rcgubtioo?^ 
the  standard,  which  will  accomplish  uie  desirable  objt*r' 
of  the  bill,  80  that  **  every  person  who  has  coins  of  eitbc 
silver  or  gold  may  easily  exchange  them  for  coins  of  ^-^ 
other  metal;  and  that  tlie  people  may  enjoy  thead^ant*?- 
of  using  either  species  of  coins,  according^  to  conreDi<^rr 
or  pleasure." 
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The  committee  cannot  doubt  that  the  following'  facta 
re  satisfactorily  established  by  the  concurrent  testimony 
f  the  respectable  evidence  adduced. 

1st.  That  gt>ld  was  the  practical  standard  of  England 
rom  1717  tifl  1797,  in  consequence  of  its  being  the  over- 
ated  or  cheapest  metal,  though  the  proportions  were 
nly  1  for  15.2  of  silver,  and  silver  corns  were  a  legal 
ender  by  tale  until  1774,  and  by  weight  subsequently. 

2d.  «*That  silver  is  the  practical  standard  (or  the  con- 
ncnt)  of  Europe,**  **none  (gold)  being  absolutely  neces- 
siry  (on  the  continent)  as  the  stanc!ard  or  basis  of  the  cir- 
ulation,  which  is  silver,**  although  several  nations  regu- 
Lte  the  measure  of  value  in  both  metals,  and  with  such 
ccuracy  that  the  premium  on  gold  **  in  France  is  seldom 
bove  a*  tenth  per  cent,  and  sometimes  runs  up  to  aquar- 
er  per  cent.** 

3d.  That  g^ld  is  the  money  of  contract  in  "Havana 
nd  South  America,**  because  it  is  overrated,  and  "this 
rbitrarj'  order  drives  of  course  silver  from  the  market." 

The  simple  fact,  that  gold  bears  a  premium  in  France 
nd  in  the  United  States,  and  silver  in  Havana  and  in 
outh  America,  appears  to  furnish  incontrovertible  evi- 
ence  that  the  metal  thus  undervalued  does  not  circulate 
onciirrently  or  simultaneously*  with  the  overrated  metal, 
f  currency  thus  discriminated  produces  in  its  operations 
hat  description  of  concurrent  circulation  contemplated 
>y  the  passage  of  this  bill,  the  result  does  not  conform  to 
he  proverbial  acuteness  of  money  dealers  and  traders. 
"hey  are  not  in  the  habit  of  paymg  a  premiimi,  .how- 
vcr  minute,  for  what  can  be  obtained  freely  without 
barge;  and  that  which  is  **  concomitant  in  agency,** 
•r  acting  together  *•  in  general  circulation,"  must  be  sup- 
tosed  to  be  within  the  reach  of  every  man.  Judging  by 
<uv  own  experience  in  relation  to  tliis  point,  it  is  mani- 
est  that  a  premium  on  gold  has  banished  it  entirely  from* 
irculation;  that  the  periodical  demand  for  dollars  in  for- 
mer times,  for  Asia,  had,  during  its  continuance,  tlie  like 
ffect  upon  silver;  and  that,  in  1827  and  l928,  a  premium 
tf  one-half  to  one  per  cent,  on  Spanish  dollars,  or  those 
f  the  new  American  States,  witnheld  them  lUtogether 
rom  public  use,  although  they  constituted  the  great  bulk 
•f  the  specie  fund  of  the  United  States. 

The  difference  in  value,  indicated  by  small  premiums, 
nay  not  prejudice  contracts  of  ordinary  amoiuit;  but  all 
xpcrience  testifies,  that  the  customary  currency  of  a  State 
lay  be  changed,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  unin- 
armed  portion  of  the  community,  by  the  slight  induce- 
lent  of  a  small  fraction  of  a  per  cent,  profit. 

Sir  Isaac  Newton  relates,  that  louis  d'ors  of  France, 
rorth  but  17#.  Ojrf.  sterling,  became  current  in  England 
t  178.  6d.,  and,  upon  being  forbidden,  at  his  instance,  to 
►ass  for  more  than  17#.  they  were  immediately  brought 
ito  the  mint  to  the  amount  qf  £1,400,000  sterling;  at 
nother  time  moidores  were  current  in  the  West  of  England 
t  28*,,  which  were  intrinsically  worth  27*.  7rf.,  and  the 
ountry  was  full  of  them.  Upon  orders  being  issued  that 
^e  public  receivers  should  take  them  at  278.  6d.  only, 
\cy  disappeared  immediately.  A  profit  of  2J  per  cent, 
rought  in  plenty  of  louis  d'ors,  and  the  loss  of  three- 
ighths  per  cent,  drove  them  out  oF  circulation;  1^  per 
ent.  profit  brought  in  the  moidores,  and  three-tenths  per 
ent.  loss  made  them  disappear  entirely.  ''  It  was  (then) 
vident  (as  we  know  now)  that  they  who  traffic  in  coins 
rill  trade  for  a  very  small  profit.** 

Besides  the  inconvenience  of  frequent  changes  in  an 
istrument  so  incessantly  used  as  money,  Buctuations  will 
ccasionally  occur,  such  as  we  wish  at  present  to  remedy, 
lat  have  a  detrimental  influence  on  contracts;  for  in- 
tance,  a  sale  made  on  credit,  in  1820,  to  the  amount  of 
;n  dollara,  was,  according  to  our  legal  standard,  and  in 
:]uity,  an  agreement,  by  implication,  that  the  seller  should 
?ceive  in  pajrment  3,712^  grains  of  silver,  of  the  value  of 
47^  grains  of  gold.     If  this  contract  terminated  in  1821, 


it  would  have  been  discharged  with  ten  silver  dollars, 
which  could  have  been  purchased  with  238i  grwns  of 
gold;  and  if  the  bargain  bad  not  expired  until  1822,  the 
payment  might  have  been  effected  with  230  grains  of  gold, 
being  a  reduction  in  the  first  case  of  three  and  five-eighths 
per  cent,  and  in  the  latter  instance  of  fully  seven  per 
cent.,  from  the  amount  agreed  upon  by  tacit  stipulation; 
and,  consequently,  a  departure  from  the  spirit  of  the 
agreement,  and  a  violation  of  contract,  tliough  sanctioned 
by  the  letter  of  the  law.  If  tht  standard  should  be  regu- 
lated on  the  basis  proposed  in  this  bill,  233^  grains  of  gold 
will  be  equivalent  to  ten  silver  dollars.  Suppose  that, 
before  the  termination  of  a  similar  contract,  an  important 
demand  for  silver  for  Asia,  or  elsewhere,  should  suddenly 
arisfe,  or  that  the  British  Government  should  return,  in 
compliance  with  powerful  solicitations,  to  the  standard  of 
value  in  force  previous  to  1819,  which  measure  Mr.  Baring 
thinks  would  reduce  the  value  of  gold  3|  per  cent.,  will  not 
the  payer  then  discharge  his  debt  in  gold,  and  realize  3j  per 
cent. ,  or  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  profit,  resultmg 
from  the  influence  of  unforeseen  contingencies  upon  the 
relative  value  of  these  metals^  Is  it  judicious,  or  consistent 
with  a  high  and  just  regard  for  the  equitable  discharge  of 
obligations,  to  expose  pending  contracts  to  the  hazard  of 
prejudicial  vicissitudes,  from  causes  beyond  the  national 
control? 

Is  there  any  thing. in  the  ordinary  course  of  events  which 
justifies  a  legal  regulation,  that,  under  every  change,  must 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  seller? 

Are  not  buyers  and  sellers,  in  the  free  exercise  of  pri- 
vate judgment,  on  a  perfect  footing  of  equality,  as  to 
chances  of  benefit  from  a  bargain,  or  as  to  claim  for  legis- 
lative protection?  And  if  so,  why  should  the  law  be  framed 
on  such  a  principle  as  to  act  uniformly  in  favor  of  the  pur- 
chaser? 

What  are  the  compensative  inducements  to  maintain 
regulations  so  obviously  obnoxious  to  animadvers'^on?  The 
committee  are  obliged  to  acknowledge,  af\er  the  most  at- 
tentive and  deliberate  investigation,  that,  if  correspondent 
advantages  really  appertain  to  this  system,  they  must  con- 
fess their  inability  to  discover  them. 

It  seems  to  be  universally  admitted  that  the  regulation 
of  the  standard  in  one  metal  is  the  nearest  practicable  ap- 
proach to  invariableness,  and  that  every  attainable  degree 
of  uniformity  is  highly  desirable.  If  the  only  legal  tender 
in  payments  were  dollars,  each  containing  o7lf  grains  of 
fine  silver,  or  24 j  grains  of  fine  jp^^^ld,  the  meamire  would 
be  in  quantity  as  invariable  as  a  loot  of  twelve  inches{  and 
once  established  as  the  national  standard,  no  alteration  or 
interference  on  the  part  of  Cong^ss  would  ever  afterwards 
be  required.  Silver  being  to  silver,  and  gold  to  gold^ 
identical  and  invariable,  either  of  them  may  and  will 
change  in  its  relative  value  to  commodities,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  in  the  event  of  a  material  variation  in  ita 
cost  at  the  mines,  or  from  a  great  alteration  in  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  exchangeable  merchandise (  but  such  im- 
portant changes  are  of  rare  occurrence,  or  of  too  slow  and 
gradual  growth,  to  prejudice  contracts  during  their  usual 
term  of  pendency.  Whatever  might  be  the  relative  value 
of  gold  to  silver,  or  however  frequent  their  fluctuationi^ 
the  standard  measure  in  one  metal  would  be  unaffectedf 
371i  grains  of  silver  would  never  cease  to  be  equal  to  the 
like  quantity  of  the  same  metal.  National  produce  would 
be  estimated  and  exchanged  in  conformity  to  this  measure, 
and  contracts  would  be  discharged  in  accordance  with  the 
striot  letter  of  the  law,  and  the  fair  and  equitable  construc- 
tion of  the  agreement. 

The  public  would  have  the  g^tification  of  umng  the  coin 
to  which  custom  and  convenience  wiU  have  attached  them. 
Foreign  nations  would  not  have  an  opportunity  to  with- 
draw one  description  of  our  currency,  and  to  replace  it 
with  the  other,  to  their  profit;  nor  would  it  be  ever  neces- 
sary to  entertain  and  discuss  this  very  intricate  and  contro- 
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verted  sabject,  or  to  deliberate  on  the  passage  of  a  bill 
which  contemplated  an  important  and  serious  change  in 
the  money  unit^  upon  the  invariableness  of  which  the  steady 
value  of  property  essentially  depends.  The  alteration  in 
the  quantity  of  g^ld,  representing  ten  dollars,  from  247  j 
grains  to  233}  grains,  is  an  actual  reduction  of  six  per 
cent,  from  the  previously  existing  and  long  prevailing 
measure  of  contracts.  Surely  a  change  of  such  important 
character  should  not  be  made,  unless  deeply  interesting 
to  the  public  welfare;  for,  as  General  Hamilton  has  wisely 
and  appositely  remarked,  **  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver 
'in  the  national  coins,  corresponding  with  a  gpven  sum,  can- 
not be  made  less  than  heretofore,  without  disturbing  the 
balance  of  intrinsic  value,  and  making  every  acre  of  land, 
as  well  as  every  bushel  of  wheat,  of  less  actual  worth  than 
in  time  past." 

As  it  may,  however,  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature 
to  attempt  an  effectual  adjustment  of  the  relative  value  of 
gold,  some  inquiry  into  the  causes  producing  this  necessity 
may  be  appropriate. 

Lord  Liverpool,  Mr.  Baring,  and.  Mr.  Ricardo,  state, 
the  practical  currency  of  England,  from  1717  till  1797, 
ivas  gold,  in  consequence  of  its  being  the  overvalued  me- 
tal relatively,  and  tne  cheapest  payment,  althotigh,  during 
that  period,  the  established  staiKlard  was  but  15.2  of  silver 
for  1  of  g^ld. 

The  legal  value  of  the  guinea  was  fixed,  in  1717,  by 
tho  recommendation  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  roaster 
of  the  mint,  at  21«.  sterling  each,  which  price  he  esti- 
mated to  be  Ad.  or  one  and  five-eighths  per  cent,  higher 
than  its  averare  value  in  commerce. 

The  quotation  of  prices  of  bullion  in  the  London  mar- 
ket, furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  since  1760, 
corroborates  the  opinion,  that  gold  was  overrated  in  the 
mint  regulations;  the  prices  of  gold  and  silver  during  ten 
years  of  profound  peace,  from  1783  until  1792,  are  upon 
an  average  in  the  relative  proportions  of  1  of  gt}ld  for 
14.76  of  silver,  indicating  a  premium  of  about  three  per 
cent,  on  alver;  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that,  in>  the  year 
1785  alone,  did  the  market  price  of  gold  conform  to  the 
legal  standard. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  export  of  gt)1d 
from  the  United  States,  of  consequence,  from  1792  till 
1821 — a  period  of  such  extraordinary  commercial  vicissi- 
tudes, that  exchange  must  have  occasionally  been  unfavor- 
able. The  relative  legal  value  during  that  time  was  only 
15  of  silver  for  1  ofgold;  and  nlver  having  been  frequent- 
ly at  a  premium  of  one  to  three  per  cent.,  gold  could  of 
course  nave  been  obtained  without  difficulty.  Such  re- 
spectable opinions  and  confirmatory  circumstances,  con- 
nected with  the  fact  that  England  has  long  been  the  great 
market  for  gold,  seem  to  authorize  the  inference  that  Ge* 
neral  Hamilton  did  not  undervalue  gold  in  1792. 

The  coinage  of  Prance  in  1785-*6,  having  been  repulated 
at  1  of  gold  for  15^  of  silver,  exhibits  a  material  difference 
in  the  estimate  of  value  in  that  country.  It  may,  however, 
be  observed,  that  some  period  of  tranquillity,  and  of  pub- 
lic confidence,  as  well  as  an  adverse  balance  of  payments 
with  other  nations^  is  necessary  to  test  the  accuracy  of  such 
regubitions.  Internal  dissatismction,  loss  of  public  credit, 
revolutionary  movements,  failure  in  paper  currency,  do- 
mestic or  foreign  wars,  influence  materially  the  relative 
value  of  gold  to  silver,  in  consideration  of  the  compara- 
tive portableness  of  gold,  for  concealment,  or  for  facili- 
tating military  operations;  one  or  other  of  these  extrinsic 
causes  influenced,  in  some  degree,  the  pecuniary  reg^ila- 
tions  of  France,  from  1785-*6  till  1816.  The  fact  that  gold, 
in  France,  did  not  command  a  premium  of  more  than  one- 
half  per  cent,  "during  the  four  years  which  immediately 
followed  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  in  England," 
cannot,  it  is  conceived,  be  considered  "  a  conclusive  proof 
that  it  could  not  at  most  have  enhanced  the  price  of  gold 
more  than  three- tenths  per  cent.,  since,  in  that  case,  the 


advance  would  also  have  taken  place  in  France,  whence, 
in  fact,  a  considerable  portion  of  that  demand  was  lup- 
plied."  The  proof  is  admitted  to  be  conclusive  as  to  the 
actual  value  ofgold  in  France;  but  it  must  be  recollected, 
that  if  the  balance  of  payments  between  England  and 
France  was  about  equal,  and  there  cannot  be  much  pR. 
ponderance  where  the  currency  is  metallic,  the  charges  of 
transportation  must  in  such  case  be  added,  in  order  teas' 
certain  the  English  value.  Suppose  that  the  proportlosi 
in  French  coin  are  equal  to  1  for  15.7  of  silver,  if  a  pre- 
mium of  three -tenths  per  cent.,  probable  deficiency  is  the 
weight  of  circulating  coin  one-naif  per  cent.,  and  'wni- 
ancc,  freight,  &o.  one-half  percent.,  be  added,  it  votkl 
place  gold  in  England  ttt  the  high  relative  rate  of  1  for 
15.9  or  silver,  equivalent  to  a  premium  of  six  per  ccbI 
upon  our  mint  price.  That  the  demand  for  gold  w«  le:- 
sibly  experienced  io  France  at  that  period,  may  be  iDfcr- 
red  from  a  statement  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  mint&vi 
France,  according  to  Mr.  Tooke;  In  1818,  the  amount  uu 
126  millions  of  francs;  in  1819,  52  millions;  in  182vl,  lb 
millions;  and  \i\  1821,  when  the  British  demand  wasacthe. 
the  coinage  of  gold  in  France  nearly  ceased,  being  o'>ly 
four  hundred  thousand  francs  in  that  year. 

If  the  statement  of  the  relative  amounts  of  supply  of  tbe 
precious  metals  is  entitled  to  any  confidence,  the  increiK 
\\\  the  production  of  gold  since  the  commencement  of  re- 
volutionary movements  in  Spanish  America,  in  1810,  ic.; 
have  fully  compensated  the  reduction  in  the  dei&aui  f« 
silver  in  Asia. 

If  the  value  ofgold  had  risen  from  an  increase  of  cost  it 
tlie  mines,  which  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  constitL'id 
its  real  value,  that  increase  of  value  would  doubtless  \»' 
been  distinctly  exhibited  in  England  antecedent  to  ir^T. 
and  since,  in  general  commerce,  whether  England  bd 
returned  to  specie  payments  or  not,  there  were  certi.&i} 
no  indications  that  gold  was  rated  too  low  in  our  sUtdu^ 
of  1  to  15  eai'Iier  than  1821,  when  the  English  dcmafid 
commenced.  The  fact  of  concomitance  in  events  'a  vA 
relied  upon  as  a  proof  of  eifective  agency;  but  a  great <ie- 
mand  for  g^ld  and  an  incr^sed  relative  ^iilne  for  gokl  be- 
ing coeval  circumstances,  and  in  accordance  with  lLei» 
versally  admitted  principle  that  a  new  or  suddea  incmx 
of  demand  will  enhance  prices,  it  appears  to  be  a  naac^ 
and  rational  inference,  that  the  British  demand  for  put 
was  the  cause  of  increasing  its  value  in  re^ttct  to  ftl^er- 
Mr.  Baring  thinks  *<  there  is  no  doubt  thatvbcntt* 
country  (England^  returned  to  payments  in  specie,^ 
po»ng  we  wanted  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of  pwa& 
of  gold,  for  instance,  and  that  to  that  extent  there  vui 
demand  on  the  .rest  of  the  world  for  gold,  gold  got  tf 
increased  value  from  tliat  circumstance.'' 

Mr.  Tooke  admits,  that,  at  first,  he  coincided  in  tb 
opinion,  but,  subsequently,  he  was  inclined  toquesti(.it^s 
**  presumption,  (which,  in  my  opinion,  baa  been  mud)  ti» 
generally  and  hastily  admitted,'*)  chiefly  on  the  grori 
that  the  supply  of  silver  has  actually  increased;  a  condv 
sion  which  is  not  sanctioned  by  any  authentic  record  vf^ 
in  the  knowledge  of  tlie  committee,  and  at  variance  »i* 
the  effects  usually  produced  by  revolutions  and  saiiguo>'7 
civil  wars,  in  any  country,  upon  the  amount  of  its  rt2{^ 
commodity  for  exportation. 

The  annual  product  of  gold  for  coinage,  and  for  njr««- 
factures,  is  not  estimated  to  exceed  two  millions  of  po*^ 
sterling.  Whether  England  required  from  foreign  n*t«^ 
twenty,  fifteen,  or  even  ten  millions  of  pounds,  toe  asga^ 
tude  of  either  amount  could  scarcely  fail  to  hafe  an  im- 
portant influence  on  the  relative  value  of  the  preciowff-- 
tals.  If  the  aggregate  quantity  ofgold  and  silver,  usedfi 
money,  was  unchangeable,  the  suspension  or  resuntp^- 
of  specie  paymentsi,  by  any  g^eat  nation,  would  influence 
the  money  prices  exclusively,  and  but  !digbtly  or  tempo^ 
rarily  disturb  the  relative  vidue  of  the  metals;  but  vi^D  -J 
is  well  known  that  the  precious  metals  are  purchiK^  - 
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ast  quantitiefi  for  other  purposes  than  money,  it  seems 
euonable  to  conclude  that  a  sudden  demand  for  gold,  as 
loncy,  equivalent  to  five,  eirht,  or  ten  years  of  the  entire 
roduce  of  tlie  gold  mines  of  the  world,,  must  necessarily, 
I  competition  with  the  manufacturing  demand,  enhance 
i  value  in  reference  to  tilver.  If  it  could  be  clearly  de- 
lonstrated  (which  may  be  questioned)  that  the  rise  in 
old,  in  1821,  has  been  ftiUy  maintained  since,  the  com- 
littce  are  not  prepared  to  admit  that  this  circumstance 
•ould  controvert  their  position,  because  the  vacuum  cre- 
^d  by  such  an  immense  draught  on  other  nations  cannot 
e  speedily  filled.  The  bullion  market  of  England  has 
een  more  fluctuating  than  might  be  expected,  if  the  rise 
as  tlie  result  of  increased  cost  in  the  production  of  grold. 
The  quotations  adverted  to  furnish  the  following  result: 

1821,  y 

1822,  V  Average  relative  value  1  of  gold,  for 

1823,3 

1824,^ 

1825,  ^Average  relative  value  1  of  gold,  for 

1826,3 

1827  '5 

1828,'  5  ^^^^S^  relative  value  1  of  gold,  for 

1829,  Average  relative  value  1  of  gold,  for 

1830,  Average  relative  value  1  of  gold,  for        

But,  admitting  the  uncertainty  of  estimates  or  predic 

ons  as  to  the  present  or  future  amount  of  supply  of  the 
recious  metals  respectively,  it  may  nevertheless  not  be 
relevant  to  remark,  that,  as  the  exploration  of  new 
lines  of  great  promise  speedily  become  matters  of  no- 
wiety,  and  as  universal  experience  has  established  the 
ict  that  mines  long  and  deeply  worked  become  less  pro- 
uctive,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded  that  the  amount  of 
Iver  annually  furnished  is  not  upon  the  increase;  whilst, 
fi  the  other  hand,  we  have  positive  evidence  of  a  rapid 
crease  (as  yet,  to  be  sure,  not  comparatively  on  a  great 
ade)  in  our  own  country,  in  the  production  of  gold  from 
anes  represented  to  be  of  great  territorial  extent,  and 
t  encouraging  and  fruitfiil  appearance. 
After  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  circumstances 
>nnected  with  the  rise  of  gold,  the  possible  contingen- 
es,  and  the  prospects  as  to  amount  of  supply,  the  com- 
iittee  are  of  opinion  Hiat  its  present  relative  valuation  in 
Mnmerce  is  not  likely  to  be  maintained;  and  they,  there- 
•re,  cannot  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  value  pro- 
oeed,  that  of  1  for  15,9  of  silver. 
If  they  were  well  persuaded  that  the  rise  will  be  per- 
anent,  it  would  not  change  their  sentiments  in  regard 
'  the  inexpediency  of  attaching  a  price  to  gold  higher 
lan  its  average  rate  in  the  commercial  world.  When 
►ins  circulated  freely  in  the  United  States,  silver  com- 
Mcd  the  chief  part  of  the  currencv;  it  has  at  all  times 
nncd  a  large  portion  of  our  specie  fund:  our  money 
ut  was  founded  upon  tke  computed  value  of  a  Spanish 
Iter  dollar.  It  has  ever  been  the  actual  or  implied  mea- 
M  of  contracts.  Silver  is  the  money  to  which  we  have 
'tn  accustomed;  and  it  is,  also,  generally  speaking,  the 
t)ney  of  commerce.  Public  and  mercantile  convemence 
uting  in  favor  of  silver  as  coin,  it  would  appear  to  be 
gldy  injudicious  to  hazard  the  loss  of  our  silver,  by 
evating  the  value  of  gold  even  to  its  average  rate  in 
namerce. 

The  committee  are  finally  of  opinion  that  the  rate  pro- 
wed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  1  of  gold  for 
.625  of  silver,  is  the  utmost  limit  to  which  the  value 
n  be  raised,  with  a  due  regard  to  a  paramount  interest — 
e  preservation  of  our  rilver  as  the  basis  of  circulation. 
The  committee  have  not  overlooked  the  fair  claims  of 
r  own  gold  miners;  and  they  will  now  proceed  to  show 
St  the  decision  against  a  high  estimate  is  in  no  degree 
urious  to  their  interest. 

Mr.  Crawford*  in  his  much  esteemed  report  on  curren- 
►  makes  the  following  sensible  and  important  observa- 


tion: «*  If  paper  can  be  made  to  circulate,  independent 
of  its  employment  in  the  transmission  of  funds,  gx>ld  and 
silver  to  the  same  extent  will  be  exported.  If  paper 
will  be  received  and  employed  generally  as  the  medium 
of  exchange,  and  especially  if  it  is  issued  in  bills  of  small 
denominations,  the  amount  of  specie  which  will  be  ex- 

{)orted  will  be  great  in  proportion  to  the  paper  in  circu- 
ation .  If  this  position  be  correct,  the  power  of  Congress 
will  be  insufficient  to  retain  any  considerable  portion  of 
gold  or  silver  in  the  United  States." 

These  opinions  are  so  decisive  as  to  the  inutility  of  le- 
gislative regulations,  with  the  view  of  placing  and  main- 
taining g;ola  and  silver  coin  in  general  circulation,  that 
the  committee  Will  try  their  accuracy  by  the  convictive 
if  not  infallible  test  or  our  own  experience. 

It  may  be  affirmed  that  our  currency,  at  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  was  almost  entirely  composed  of^g^ld 
and  silver  money;  the  Bank  of  North  America  was  in 
operation,  but  its  notes  had  not  likely  much  circulation. 
In  1791,  tiie  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  instituted; 
but  it  is  presumed  that  its  issues  were  neither  very  great, 
nor  perhaps  intended  to  be  of  that  denomination  which 
passes  easily  into  wide  circulation,  as  General  Hamilton, 
who  projected  that  institution,  was  of  opinion  that  **  bank 
circulation  is  desirable  rather  as  an  auxiliary  to,  than  as  a 
substitute  for,  that  of  the  precious  metals."  It  is  be- 
lieved, that,  so  lately  as  the  year  1800,  coin  constituted 
the  bulk  of  the  circulation,  and  was  the  chief  instrument 
used  for  effecting  exchanges  of  small  amount.  Bank 
notes  were  rarely  seen  soutii  of  the  Potomac,  or  west  of 
the  mountains;  and  having  had  probably  a  restricted  cir- 
culation in  the  interior  of  any  State,  it  is  not  unlikely  but 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States,  until  that  period, 
(banks  being  too  feV  and  distant  to  be  used-  as  general 
depositories,)  did  enjoy  the  advantage  of  "using  eitiier 
species  of  coins,  according  to  convenience  or  pleasure." 

Subsequently,  banks  increased  in  rapid  succession;  pub- 
lic confidence  and  convenience  facilitated  the  issue  of 
their  notes;  and  bank  bills  very  soon  ejected  gold  and 
silver  coins  from  every  channel  of  circulation  which  the  de- 
nomination of  the  notes  were  adapted  tolill.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  extensive  substitution  or  paper  in  place  of  coin, 
gold  and  silver  circulated  partially  until  tne  war.  It  is 
not  known  correctly  when  the  emission  of  notes  under 
five  dollars  commenced;  but  presuming  that  few  of  that 
denomination  were  issued  before  the  war,  it  is  evident 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  gold  and  silver  was  neces- 
sary to  the  public  convenience,  and,  being  necessar}^',  it 
was  no  doubt  possessed.  The  notes  of  local  banks  ge- 
nerally do  not  circulate  freely  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
State;'  and  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  having 
issued  no  bills  of  a  lower  denomination  than  ten  dollars, 
travelling  expenses,  and  other  objects  of  distant  disburse- 
ment, created  a  connderable  demand  for  gold  or  silver, 
whilst  the  vast  variety  of  minor  expenditures  under  five 
dollars  must  have  retained  in  circulation  a  large  amount 
of  Spanish  or  American  dollars. 

It  IS  a  reasonable  and  moderate  estimate  to  suppose 
that  a  popiriation  of  seven  and  a  half  millions,  in  1811, 
required,  for  the  purposes  recited,  not  less  than  seven  or 
eight  millions  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  independent  of  the 
integral  parts  of  a  dollar,  wanted  as  change.  Silver  dol- 
lars were  of  necessity  in  circulation,  as  there«iwas  no  sub- 
stitute, and  gold  was  probably  more  abundant  than  was 
indispensable  to  public  convenience;  being  the  overrated 
metal,  it  was  no  aoubt  paid  out  by  the  banks,  in  order  to 
check  the  exportation  of  silver,  or  to  realize  a  profit  on 
its  sale.  The  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
occasioned  a  great  increase  of  local  institutions;  war  soon 
succeeded,  specie  payments  were  suspended,  and  the 
whole  country  was  inundated  with  notes  from  one-six- 
teenth part  or  a  dollar  upwards,  to  the  entire  exclusion 
j  of  the  precious  metals. 
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After  the  banks  resumed  specie  payments,  silver  con- 
tinued to  be  occasionally  in  demand  for  exportation,  at  a 
premium.  Gold  bein?  consec|uent]y  the  cheapest  metal, 
composed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  specie  fund;  and 
it  was  tendered  and  psud  out  by  the  banks  in  preference 
to  silver,  until  the  year  1821,  when  the  English  demand 
commenced.  Since  that  time,  gold  has  disappeared  en- 
tirely from  circulation,  and  also  from  the  vaults  of  the 
banks.  The  resumption  of  cash  payments  did  not  restore 
our  circulation  to  the  footing  of  1811.  Five  dollar  notes 
have  been  constantly  issued  h^  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  notes  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars, 
circulate  in  a  great  majority  of  the  States,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  silver,  except  as  change. 

This  brief  statement  exhibits  the  prog^ressive  alterations 
in  our  currency,  from  coin  to  bank  notes,  issuing,  finally, 
in  a  paper  circulation,  (redeemable  on  demand  with  spe- 
cie,) and  no  coin  above  the  fractional  parts  of  a  dollar — 
a  result  which  illustrates  and  verifies  the  assertion  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  that,  *<if  paper  will  be  received  and  employ- 
ed generally  as  the  meaium  of  exchange,  and  especially 
if  it  is  used  in  bills  of  small  denomination,"  it  will  be  im- 
practicable V*to  retain  any  considerable  portion  of  gold 
or  silver  in  the  United  States."  The  current  of  business 
which  inevitably  produces  this  effect,  is  well  understood, 
or  easily  explained.  The  advantages  enjoyed  by  a  bank 
over  an  individual  money  lender,  arises  from  such  gene- 
ral confidence  in  its  sohdity  as  induces  the  deposite,  for 
safe  keeping,  of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  community,  and 
the  reception  of  its  notes  as  money.  These  are  the 
sources  of  profit  beyond  the  use  of  its  capital,  and  of 
tliesc  tlie  chief  is  usually  its  issues.  Banks  not  only  hold 
the  surplus  funds  of  the  society,  aiid  furnish  the  circulat- 
ing fhedium,  but  every  payment  and  receipt  of  magnitude 
is  made  tlirough  their  agency.  The  entire  currency  of 
the  United  States  is  thus  constantly  flowing  into  the  banks, 
and  out  again  into  general  circulation. 

If  the  profit  of  these  institutions  depends  materially 
upon  the  emission  of  tlieir  paper,  is  it  likely,  is  it  rea- 
sonable, to  expect  that  they  will  ever  voluntarily  make 
payments  in  coin?  If  money  is  not  much  wanted,  the 
issue  of  notes  strengthens  their  vaults,  and  places  them 
in  an  attitude  to  meet  with  facility  the  first  improvement 
in  business.  If  money  is  in  fair  demand,  wiQ  not  the  de- 
sire to  realize  large  profits  keep  their  specie  as  low  as 
prudence  will  authorize,  and  cause  tliem  to  regard  with 
solicitude  its  emission?  Is  it  not  obvious  that  their  inte- 
rest presents,  constantly,  a  strong  inducement  to  avoid 
the  disbursement  of  specie  ?  Have  we  not  all  experienc- 
ed, or  heard  of  the  reluctance  with  which  banks  part 
with  coin?  And  is  it  not  well  known,  that  when  money 
is  in  demand,  instead  of  meeting  a  call  for  specie  with 
cheerfulness  and  accommodation,  the  general  desire  and 
practice  is  to  tender  tliat  description  of  coin  which  the 
applicant  does  not  want?  If  gold  is  demanded,  will  not 
silver  "be  tendered,  and  the  reverse  ? 

Th»  course  of  business  is  in  accordance  with  the  na- 
ture of  the  vocation;  and  it  is  not  mentioned  witli  the 
slightest  disposition  to  imply  censure  or  disapprobation, 
but  to  show,  in  tlie  practical  operation  of  our  money  sys- 
tem, the  inefficacy  of  any  measure  to  increase  the  circu- 
lation of  gold  or  of  silver,  whilst  bank  notes  retjun  the 
public  confidence,  and  are  issued  of  small  denominations. 

The  legal  authority  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the 
United  States  was  one  of  the  powers  granted  to  Congress 
hy  the  constitution;  but  its  practical  efficiency  is  exer- 
cised exclusively  by  the  banks.  The  money  used  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  every  object  of  inter- 
nal trade,  is  bank  bills.  The  specie  basis,  which  sustains 
the  circulation,  is  regulated  in  its  amount  according  to  the 
pleasure  or  discretion  of  the  issuers  of  the  paper.  The 
notes  are  redeemable  on  demand  in  coin;  but  that  lia- 
bility, however  beneficial  as  a  security,  has  no  effect  upon 


the  composition  of  llie  circulating  medium.  Any  sun 
demanded  will  be  promptly  obtained,  for  concealment^ 
or  manu&cture,  or  for  exportation;  but  whatever  maybr 
the  amount  of  specie  withdrawn  from  the  bank  for  other 
purposes,  the  circulation  of  coin  is  but  mofnentarilr  io- 
creased,  as  the  strong  current  of  payments  speedily  car- 
ries it  back  to  the  banks,  whose  interest  it  is  to  reissue  \ 
less  costly  substitute. 

The  committee  have  thus  minutely  examiaed  the  course 
of  banking  operations,  in  order  to  show,  as  they  conceire, 
that  if  <*bank  notes  are  pressed  into  every  channel  of 
circulation,"  so  "  diffused  through  our  extenave  co«d- 
try,  and  so  much  is  silver  banished  from  circulation,  tin' 
the  option  to  demand  silver  is  not  within  the  reach  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people;**  yet  it  does  not  appear  how 
3ib  difficulty  would  be  removed  by^  the  coinajee  of  goki 
Congress  can  establish  such  a  relative  value  tor  gold,  ^ 
would  soon  convert  all  tlie  silver  in  the  vaults  of  the  baiib 
into  that  metal;  but  it  is  apprehended  that  '*  the  power 
of  Congress  will  be  insufficient"  to  force  ^Id  into  c\w> 
lation,  while  five  and  ten  dollar  notes  are  issued  and  i^a- 
tained  in  circulation  by  public  confidence. 

Cordially  concurring  in  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
the  remark,  that  *<  a  bad  state  of  the  c(nns  is  a  great  e^I 
but  when  such  a  state  of  the  coins  is  continued  fc?  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  use  of  paper  money,  the  er^^ 
IS  pernicious,  and  the  means  are  an  abuse  of  power,"  the 
committee  nevertheless  cannot  perceive  wherein  the  le- 
gislative authority  can  be  exercised,  under  existing  r>- 
cumstances,  so  as  to  improve  or  alter  the  domestic  circu- 
lation. 

Leaving  out  of  view  the  past  year,  during-  which  *Jie 
balance  of  payments  with  other  nations  has  been  unusu^Jk 
in  our  favor,  it  is  questionable  if  the  total  amount  of  ^- 
cle,  generally,  in  the  United  States,  £as  much  excet^ed 
the  amount  possessed  nearly  thirty  years  agt>,  althnt^i- 
population  has  more  than  doubl^  and  wealth  has  in- 
creased in  a  much  grater  ratio.  The  amount  of  silTer 
in  circulation,  of  which  a  half  dollar  is  the  highest  de- 
nomination, is  estimated  at  five  to  eight  millions;  ^ 
former  is  likely  the  most  accurate  conjecture^  as  a  hr^ 
majority  of  the  States,  including  those  w^hich  have  bs^ 
the  greatest  progress  in  commerce  and  numulacture% 
use  notes  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars.  Accardin^  to 
a  statement  entitled  to  respect,  the  circulation  of  the 
State  banks  on  the  1st  January,  1830,  deducting  the  not^s 
of  other  banks  on  hand,  was  about  thirty-six  milhons  of 
dollars;  of  which  the  notes  under  five  dollars  aroountei 
to  something  less  than  five  millions,  the  specie  about  ths*- 
teen  millions,  the  nett  issues  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were  about  thirteen  millions,  its  specie  seven  cJ- 
lions — total  circulation  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars  ef 
notes,  and  five  millions  of  alver,  with  a  reserved  fund  ^ 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  held  by  the  banks. 

As  these  issues  are  sustained  in  circulation  by  pub& 
opinion,  the  community  must  be  satisfied  with  their  sife- 
ty  and  convenience,  or  the  power  which  sustains  wcbH 
promptly  be  withdrawn.  We  have  commerce  and  wealth 
enough  to  bring  and  buy  the  precious  metals^  as  well  a» 
many  other  luxuries  that  we  purchase;  and  we  may  there- 
fore be  considered  as  exemplifying  in  part  the  general 
opinion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  regard  to  paper  cuireiHrr 
and  the  precious  metals,  who  states  in  his  report  oa 
coins,  that  <*  wherever  trade  has  existed  without  the  pa- 
per, specie  has  been  abundant,  and  scarce  always  vfaere 
the  paper  has  existed,  either  with  or  without  the  tr»le: 
we  must  conclude,  that  when  precious  metals  become 
scarce,  wh'de  the  price  of  fweign  and  domestic  prodec- 
tions  continues  high,  their  scarcity  results  not  from  t!»r 
country  being  unable  to  procure  or  retain  them,  but  fivm 
its  choosing  to  employ  a  substitute  for  their  use." 

It  has,  however,  been  suggested  byahighly  reipectabie 
authority,  frequently  adverted  to,  that  «*  Congress  zw. 
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^  it  deems  proper,  lay  a  stamp  duty  on  small  notes, 
.^hich  will  put  an  end  to  their  circulation «"  and  it  has  also 
->een  proposed,  "in order  to  bring- g^ld more  generallr 
nto  circulation,  that  all  notes  under  the  denomination  of 
-«n  dollars  might  be  suppressed.'-'  **  The  reduction  in  the 
^niount  of  the  paper  currency,  ari»ng  from  a  suppres- 
sion of  the  small  notes,  may  be  estimated  at  nx  or  seven, 
*nd  that  produced  by  the  suppression  of  the  five  dollar 
notes  at  about  eig^ht  millions.  Both  togfether  would  pro- 
bably lessen  the  paper  currency,  by  one-fourth,  and  sub- 
'ititute  silver  and  g^ld  coins  in  fieu  thereof." 

The  partial  introduction  of  told  and  silver  coins  into 
general  circulation  would,  no  doubt,  render  our  current 
medium  a  more  certain  and  stable  measure  of  exchange, 
f*.nd  contribute  to  the  gratification  of  those  who  prefer 
coins  to  paper.  The  committee  jre  not  insensible  of  the 
advantages  thus  proposed;  and  if  circumstances  autho- 
rized any  effectual  changti,  they  would  readily  concur  in 
such  measures  of  melioration  as  expediency  mi&^ht  sug- 
gest. They  arc  of  opinion  that  the  wages  of  labor,  and 
the  produce  which  small  farmers  pass  immediately  to  the 
consumers,  might,  with  advanta^  and  propriety,  be  paid 
in  coin,  on  the  ground  that  this  mdustrious  and  deserving 
class,  who  derive  no  benefit  from  the  credit  system,  should 
not  encounter  any  risk  in  the  medium  of  payment. 

An  alteration  of  this  nature  would  open  an  extensive 
home  market  to  our  miners,  as  gt)ld  might  then  be  coined 
at  such  a  regnlation  of  value  as  would  secure  its  perma- 
nency in  circulation;  and  if  it  were  limited  to  effect  the 
small  payments  noted,  it  would  not  expose  our  silver  to 
hazard,  nor  would  such  a  measure  as  is  apprehended  raise 
prices  injuriously,  it  having  been  ascertained  by  lone*  ex- 
perience in  England,  that  ♦•this  rise  is  influenced  bv  a 
defect  in  that  sort  of  coin  ^only  which  is  the  principal 
measure  of  property,  and  in' which  our  balances  to  foreign 
countries  are  regulated  and  paid;"  for,  as  Mr.  Ricardo 
remarks,  **  the  silver  currency  was,  during  a  great  part 
of  this  period,  (a  long  period  previous  to  1797,)  very 
much  debased;  but  it  existed  in  a  degree  of  scarcity,  and 
therefore,  on  tlie  principle  which  1  have  before  explain- 
ed, it  never  sunk  in  its  current  value." 

But  there  will  be  time  enough  to  ascertiun  distinctly 
the  public  opinion  in  regard  to  alterations  of  important 
character,  before  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
interfere  with  efficiency. 

Independent  of  other  existing  difficulties,  the  commit- 
tee entertain  the  decided  conviction  that  the  public  faith 
solemnly  guaranties  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  the  privilege  to  issue  notes  of  five  dollars. 
The  numerous  reports  and  officii  statements  which 
have  been  made  to  Congress  upon  coins  and  currency, 
abundantly  testify  that  some  dissatisfiictlon  has  long  sub- 
sisted in  regard  to  our  circulating  medium. 

The  committee,  therefore,  were  of  opinion,  that,  how- 
ever tedious  a  minute  disquisition  upon  a  subject  of  such 
intricacy  mi^ht  appear^  it  was  their  duty  to  effect  a  com- 
plete investigation. 

Notwithstanding  the  notoriety  of  g^eat  discordancy  of 
views  prepared  the  committee  to  encounter  the  difficulty 
of  makinfi^  an  election  amongst  authorities  of  equal  emi- 
nence and  capacity,  yet  it  has  been  the  cause  of  much 
regret  that  their  conclusions  have  oflentimes  differed 
from  the  sentiments  of  those  for  whose  judgment  they 
entertain  high  respect 

The  committee  have  carefully  collated  the  diverse 
opinions  of  many  writers  of  g^eat  distinction  and  cele- 
brity, upon  this  complicate  and  controvertible  subject; 
and  having  engaged  in  its  examination  with  unprejudiced 
minds,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  arrive  at  just  views  of 
general  principles,  and  of  their  beneficial  adaptation  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  United  States,  they  will 
now  conclude  their  report  with  a  recapitulation  of  their 
deliberations  and  investigations. 


Ist.  That  the  operations  of  commerce  will  assuredly 
dispense  to  every  country  its  equitable  and  useful  pro- 
portion of  the  grold  and  sdver  in  currency,  if  it  is  not  re- 
polsed  by  paper,  or  subjected  to  leg^  restrictions. 

2d.  That  it  cannot  be  of  essential  importance  to  any 
State,  whether  its  proportion  of  the  money  of  commerce 
thus  distributed  consists  of  gold,  or  of  silver,  or  of  both 
metals,  it  being  the  instrument  of  excliange,  but  not  the 
commodity  really  wanted. 

3d.  That  there  are  inherent  and  incurable  defects  in 
the  system,  which  regulates  the  standard  of  value  in  both 
gt>ld  and  silver:  its  instability  a6  a  measure  of  contracts, 
and  mutability  as  the  practical  currency  of  a  particular 
nation,  are  serious  imperfections;  whilst  the  impossibility 
of  maintaining  both  metals  in  concurrent,  simuhaneous,  or 
promiscuous  circulation,  appears  to  be  clearly  ascertained. 

4th.  That  the  standard  being  fixed  in  one  metal,  is  the 
neareA  approach  to  invariableness,  and  prechides  the  ne- 
cessity of  further  legislative  interference. 

5th.  That  gx>ld  and  silver  will  not  circulate  promiscu- 
oiuly  and  concurrently  for  similar  purposes  of  disburse- 
ment, nor  can  coins  of  either  metal  be  sustained  in  circu- 
lation with  bank  notes,  possessing  public  confidence,  of 
the  like  denominations. 

'6th.  That  if  tlie  national  interest  or  convenience  should 
reouire  the  permanent  use  of  gold  eagles  and  their  parts, 
and  also  of  silver  dollars,  the  issue  of  bank  bills  or  one, 
two,  three,  five,  and  ten  doUars,  must  be  prohibited. 

7th.  That  if  it  should  hereafter  be  deemed  advisable  to 
maintain  both  gold  and  silver  coins  in  steady  circulation, 
and  to  preserve  silver  as  the  measure  of  commerce  and  of 
contracts,  g^ld  must  be  restricted  to  small  payments. 

8th.  l*hat  if  it  is  the  intention  to  preserve  silver  as  the 
principal  measure  of  exchange,  permanently  and  secure- 
ly, it  will  be  necessary  to  estimate  the  relative  value  of 
gold  under  its  present  average,  or  probable  future  value 
in  general  commerce. 

Influenced  by  these  conmderations,  the  committee  re- 
commend that  the  standard  value  of  gold  be  regelated 
according'  to  the  ratio  of  1  of  gt)ld  tor  15  625-1000  of 
silver;  and  that  the  portion  of  alloy  hereafter  used  in 
coinage  be  established  at  one-tenth,  and  therefore  sub- 
mit the  following  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 

Gmini.  Grains, 

fine  pild.  •Undard  gold. 

The  gold  eagle  to  contain  337.6       —      264 

half  eagle  -  118.8       -       132 

quarter  eagle      -  59.4      ««         66 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  DANISH  WEST  INDIES. 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting copies  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  minister  of  Denmark,  in  relation 
to  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  said  Stales 
and  the  Danish  West  India  islands,  &c. 

7b  the  House  of  Bepresentativta  of  the  United  ^atea: 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Congress  the  copy  of  a  corre- 
spondence which  lately  passed  between  Major  General 
Von  Scholten,  his  Daiush  Majesty's  Governor  General  of 
his  West  India  possessions,  and  special  minister  to  the 
United  States,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State, 
concerning  the  regulation  of  the  commercial  intercourse 
'between  those  possessions  and  the  United  States,  which 
comprehends  the  propositions  that  General  Von  Scholten 
made  to  this  Government,  in  behalf  of  his  sovereign,  upon 
that  subject,  and  the  answers  of  tlie  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  same;  the  last  showing  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
Government  declined  acceding  to  the  overtures  of  the 
Danish  envoy. 

This  correspondence  is  now  submitted  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  in  compliance  with  the  wish  and  request  of 
General  Von  Scholten  himself,  and  under  the  full  persua- 
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sion,  upon  my  part,  that  it  will  receive  all  the  attention 
and  consideration  to  which  the  very  friendly  relations  that 
have  so  long  suhaisted  between  tlie  United  States  and  the 
Kin^  of  Denmark  especially  entitle  it  in  the  councils  of 

this  Union. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Wabhtkotok,  31*/  December^  1830. 

Liu  of  papers  aeeompanyins  the  Message  of  the  President  of 

the  31«<  December,  1830. 

I«etter,  General  Von  Scholten  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  27th 
October  1830. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  General  Von  Scholten,  29th 

November,  1830. 
General  Von  Scholten  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  4th 

December,  1830. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Gen.  Von  Scholten,  10th 

December,  1830. 
Gen.  Von  Scholten  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,    lith 

December,  1830. 

General  Von  Sehoiten^  Special  Minister  from  Denmark,  to 
Mr.  Fan  Buren,  Secretary  of  State  oft/us  Vniicd  States. 

CiTT  or  WASHiKeTOir,  October  27,  1830. 

The  undersigned,  Major  General  Von  Scholten,  Go- 
vernor General  of  Ws  Danish  Majesty's  West  India  pos- 
sessions, and  charged  with  a  special  mission  near  the 
United  States'  Government,  has  had  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting verbally  to  his  Excellency  Martin  Van  Buren, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  how  deeply 
the  interest  of  his  Danish  Majesty's  West  India  posses- 
sions has  been  affected  by  the  high  duties  imposed  upon 
their  staples  in  the  United  States,  and  the  consequent  ne- 
cessity to  his  Majesty's  Government  of  taking  such  mea- 
sures as  shall  secure  to  the  colonies  a  market  for  their  pro- 
ducts, in  return  for  the  supplies  they  shall  want,  and 
which  they  have  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  taking  from 
the  United  States. 

Ever  anxious  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  subjects,  his 
Majesty  has  invariatly  encouragped  and  protected  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  of  this  description  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Majesty's  West  India  possessions,  as  an  in- 
tercourse founded  in  nature  by  the  proximity  of  the  geo- 
grapUcal  position  of  both  territories,  and  tiie  fitness  of 
their  products  for  a  mutual  exchange.  Acting  upon 
this  principle,  his  Majesty  never  went  to  the  ftill  extent 
of  the  colonial  system  in  reserving  to  the  mother  coun- 
try an  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  colonies, 
but  admitted,  at  all  times,  American  ships  and  their  car- 
gt)es,  while  the  ships  of  all  otlier  nations  were  excluded. 
The  undersigned  is  frank  to  allow  that  this  was  not  con- 
ffldered  a  favor  bestowed  upon  America,  but  tlie  conse- 
quence only  of  a  system  which  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
the  colonies  recommended;  yet  it  bears  an  unequivocal 
stamp  of  a  friendly  disposition  towards  the  United  States, 
inasmuch  as  his  Majesty  did  not  suffer  any  jealousy  with 
regard  to  the  shipping  interest  of  Denmark,  or  any  defi- 
ciency in  a  fair  reciprocity  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  divert  him,  in  his  colonial  system,  from  that  policy  which 
nature,  in  his  judgment,  pointed  out  and  recomm^ded, 
of  allowing  the  colonies  to  take  their  supplies  frt>m  the 
United  States,  while  the  United  States  were  willing  to 
take  their  sugar  and  rum  in  return. 

His  Majesty  saw,  no  dmibt  with  regret,  the  persever- 
ance with  which  the  United  States'  Government  formerly 
adhered  to  a  ^stem  of  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost,  which  excluded  altogether  Danish  ships  from 
any  participation  whatever  in  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Majesty's  West  India  posses- 
sions, and  more  particularly  the  strong  character  which 
this  disposition  assumed  in  the  year  1803,  when  the  ques- 
tion of  abolishing  discriminating  duties,  upon  the  princi- 


ple of  reciprocity,  was  agitated  and  lost  in  ConpNS;  ret 
no  countervailine  measures  were  ever  adopted  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's colonies,  from  a  due -regard  to  the  interest  of  ftese 
colonies,  and  the  ships  of  the  United  States  were  conse- 
quently lefV,  for  more  than  forty  years,  in  full  and  eick- 
dve  possession  of  the  whole  carrying  trade  betijreen  ad 
colonies  and  the  United  States.  The  Anierican  ship« 
have,  however,  of  late  msdntained  the  same  ground,  nrt- 
withstanding  the  convention  of  the  26th  of  April,  18C5, 
by  which  Danish  ships  nwre  admittcdtoafiuroompetitioii 
w'ith  them;  and  it  has,  therefore,  been  fully  establishedbT 
actual  experiment,  that  all  the  benefit  to  be  derived  br 
the  shipping  interest  from  any  commercial  intercourse  br- 
tween  the  United  States  and  his  Majesty's  West  India  po^ 
sessions,  is  entirely  and  exclusively  in  favor  of  the  I'nf.fd 
States,  as  an  advantage  naturally  belonging  to  them  f«n 
the  proximity  of  their  position,  and  the  character  of  *h 
trade;  and  it  is,  therefore,  now  neither  disputed  nor  cw-^ 
plained  of. 

But  when  the  shipping  interest  of  the  United  States  a 
so  essentially  benefited  by  a  commercial  intercourse »Tri; 
his  Majesty's  West  India  possessions,  it  is  a  subject  cfr- 
gret  that  the  United  States  should  not  have  been  coirt  ,> 
with  this  advantage,  but  should  have  proceeded  up«i 
system  inchoating  a  persuasion  that  the  colonies  wm:ldb« 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  their  supplies  from  the  It'- 
cd  States,  whether  the  Umted  States  would  tike  'Jtf  : 
products  in  return  or  not.  This  is  justly  to  be  regrets 
because  tliose  pretensions  are  entirely  at  variance « ti 
the  first  principle  of  all  commercial  intercourse,  that  rf 
being  based  upon  a  mutual  exchange  of  comnKKlitie«:i>» 
whid),  moreover,  is  so  apparent  and  direct  in  itsappUf 
tion,  with  regard  to  the  relation  in  which  his  MAJe«tj*« 
West  India  possessions  stand  to  the  United  States, 

The  climate  and  soil  in  the  island  of  St.  Croix  bei-f 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  cultivation  and  maniifactire^ 
sugar  and  rum,  those  articles  have  been  bultivated  tx^ 
manufactured  in  preference  to  provisions;  and  the  I  niul 
States  beine  placed  by  nature  m  a  reverse  positioD,  '-v 
exchange  of  tlieir  respective  products  was  a  natu^^^j;- 
sequence,  and,  as  sucti,  favored  and  encouraged  bv  Is 
Majesty's  Government.  The  planters  of  the  islw«l^^- 
St.  Croix  have  thus  been  in  the  constant  habit,  fromt.^ 
verv  time  the  island  came  into  his  Majesty's  possesaoM' 
taking  their  supplies  from  the  United  States,  andofto-A- 
ing  to  the  United  States  for  a  market  for  their  sugars*^ 
rum  in  return.  Nay,  so  decidedly  has  this  been  ther^. 
that  the  prevailing  usage  of  the  island  has  been,  and  «i 
is,  to  effect  this  exchange  of  sug^ar  and  rum  a^nst ap- 
plies in  a  direct  manner,  without  the  intervention  of  a^ 
ney.  In  this  way,  almost  the  whole  of  the  rummanuw- 
tured  in  the  island  has,  for  vears,  been  dispo*^  cf^ 
American  merchants,  supplying  the  estates  with  I«as 
meal,  flour,  salted  provisions,  hoops,  staves,  in  short,  ercy 
thing  coming  under  the  denomination  of  supplies,  OBt» 
express  condition  of  taking  rum  in  payment  at  a  cena* 
pnce.  The  rum,  however,  not  being  sufficient  bv  itsi' 
to  cover  the  expenses  for  supplies,  a  great  portion  of  tw 
sug^  crop  Has  annually  been  employed  and  dispo««  • 
in  the  same  manner.  From  this  character  of  the  tsdr, 
and  which  exhibits  its  real  nature,  it  is  evident  tlwt » ^ 
fiisal  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  admitting  «?»•• 
and  rum  from  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  on  fiiir  terms,  f^ 
the  market  of  the  United  States,  in  exchange  of  supp^ 
thence  to  be  received,  must  inevitably  destroy  the  tr«K. 
and  put  an  end  to  the  intercourse  altogether.  , 

The  United  States  possess,  unquestionably,  grett  natiir^ 
advantages  over  Europe  in  general  in  the  supplj'ingof*^- 
West  Indies;  but  those  advantages  are  certainly  o^frn-^" 
when  the  colonies  are  conaderedasdepending  upon tfiffl 

exclusively,  or  without  any  regard  to  terms.  It  ^**^' 
known  fiict,  that  the  cultivation  of  provirions  has  berf 
carried  to  a  great  extent  in  the  British  islands,  asconne^^ 
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ed  with  their  a^cultund  and  commercial  mtem;  and  the 
experiment  was  likewlae  succefisfully  made  in  the  island 
of  St.  Croix  during  the  British  occupation,  but  afler- 
wards  abandoned  upon  the  restoration  of  the  island,  on 
account  of  the  facility  afforded  by  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment to  IIk  commercial  intercourse  and  exchange  of  com- 
modities witli  the  United  States.  Nor  is  the  expense, 
difficulty,  and  inconvenience  in  getting  supplies  from  Eu- 
rope so  great  as  generally  represented.  The  bulk '  of 
exports  from  the  colonies  surpasses  that  of  imports  to  such 
\  aeme  that  the  outward  bound  freight  forms  but  a  very 
nnau  item  in  the  expense,  and  brings,  therefore,  Europe, 
IS  it  were,  so  much  nearer  to  the  West  Indies.  The  Bri* 
dsh  colonies,  in  particular,  were  never  supplied  with  saH- 
rd  provisions  from  the  United  States^  and,  by  a  reference 

0  the  statistical  account  of  the  iskmd  of  Cuba,  by  Go> 
fcmor  V^elez,  and  inserted  in  abstract  in  the  American 
Quarterly  Review  for  June,  this  year,  an  .evidence  will 
}e  had  of  what  may  be  effected  by  legislative  measures, 
A^hen  circumstances  make  it  desirable  to  encourage  the 
applying  of  the  colonies  from  Europe.  It  will  be  seen 
vitli  astonishment  how  the  importation  of  flour  from. the 
Jnited  States  into  the  Havana  has  decreased  of  late  years, 
he  same  having  been  68,395  barrels  in  the  year  1827, 
jid  only  30,83U  in  the  ^ear  1828;  while  that  from,  Spain 
ras  but  37,662  barrels  in  the  former  ^ear,  and  rose  to 
16, 642  in  the  latter.  It  is,  therefore,  neither  visionary  nor 
)f  difficult  execution  to  give  such  a  direction  to  the  trade 
f  the  West  Indies,  and  the  less  so  when  it  is  the  natural 
ourae  which  the  trade  ultimately  must  take  under  a  pro- 
kibitory  system  in  the  United  States  against  the  staples  of 
be  West  Indies. 

The  undersigned  has  laid  particular  stress  upon  the  mu- 
ial  exchan^  of  products,  as  the  first  principle  of  all 
ommercial  uitercourse,  and  as  being  of  more  direct  ap- 
L'cation  to  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
nd  his  Hajestjr's  West  India  possessions.  Supposing, 
pan  this  principle,  an  exchange  of  rum  against  Indian 
leal  to  be  allowed  in  the  United^tates,  without  any  duty 
hatever,  this  commercial  convertibility  of  Indian  meal 
ito  rum  may  fairly  be  stated  as  a  simile  to  the  operation 
fdistiUin^t — ^with  that  difference  only,  that  the  building 
mployed  is  a  ship  instead  of  a  distillery,  and  the  hancb 
.mencan   seamen  instead  of  common   laborers.      Such 

1  exchange  of  products,  however,  which,  in  the  opl- 
lon  of  the  undersigned,  would  have  been  fair  and  profit* 
3le  to  both  parties,  giving  a  result  according  to  the 
3tion  of  those  concerned,  lias  been  interdicted  by  the 
riff  of  the  United  States,  not  with  a  view  to  the 
re?ention  of  intemperance,  as  no  tax  or  restraint  what- 
r'er  has  been  imposed  upon  the  distilling  of  spirits  from 
-ain  or  molasses,  nor  to  protect  New  Orleans  rum,  which, 
om  peculiar  circumstances  unfavorable  to  its  manufac- 
re,  does  not  constitute  a  staple  in  the  market,  but  sole- 

for  the  purpose  of  precludioig  a  foreign  article  from  the 
merican  market,  and  superseding  it  by  an  exclusive  pri- 
lege  given  to  a  domestic  manufacture  knovm  by  the 
jne  of  New  England  rum.  This  rum  is  manu&ctiu*ed 
Dm  foreign  molasses,  allowed  to  be  imported  for  that 
irpose  chiefly,  and  not  from  New  Orleans  molasses, 
lich  bears  a  higher  price  in  the  market  as  a  substitue  for 
gar.  New  England  rum  is,  therefore,  not  a  domes- 
;  article  in  its  raw  materials;  but  as  molasses  d<^s  not 
ike  a  g^ood  quality  of  rum  without  a  due  proportion  of 
immings,  which  are  not  to  be  had  in  the  New  England 
sites,  the  JMew  England  rum  is  besides  of  a  very  inferior 
ality  to  that  manufactured  in  the  West  Indies,  and  he- 
mes only  marketable  for  home  consumption  by  an  ad- 
xture  of  a  certain  proportion  of  St.  Croix  rum;  after 
lich,  this  spurious  article  is  thrown  into  the  market,  and 
ssed  off  under  the  name  of  St  Croix  rum:  nay,  so  great 
he  difference  between  St.  Croix  rum  and  New  Eng^ 
d  ruro,  that,  notwithstanding  the  prohibitory  duty  im- 
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posed  upon  foreign  spirits  in  the  United  States,  a  small 

auaotity  of  St.  Croix  rum  continues  to  be  impoKed  for 
le  above  purpose,  and  is  actually  paid  for,  on  account  of 
the  high  duty,  at  the  rate  of  eighty-five  cents  per  gallon, 
while  the  pnce  of  New  England  rum  is  only  twenty-rix. 
Exclusive  protection  has  thus  been  given  to  a  mott  infe- 
rior article,  which  has  been  foreed  upon  the  eonsumera 
without  any  other  benefit  to  the  country  than  what  may 
result  from  the  employment  given  to  a  very  limited  num- 
ber of  hands  in  the  operation  of  distilling  the  molasses, 
while  the  vital  interest  of  a  neighboring  colony  has  been 
disregarded,  possessing  in  its  climate  and  soil  a  natural 
advantage  in  producing  a  superior  article,  constitiitingA 
by  nature,  a  staple  commodi^  of  its  production,  and  re* 
ceiving  almost  witfiout  restriction  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  to  a  very  large  amount;  by  which  means,  the  indus- 
try of  this  country,  in  its  various  branches,  has  been  encour- 
aged and  maintained  in  the  same  proportion;  even  the  stills, 
worms,  vats,  and  butts,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  rum  in 
the  island  of  St  Croix,  are  Uken  fi^m  the  United  States. 
In  all  the  bar-rooms  thronghoutthe  Union,  the  name 
of  St.  Croix  rum  is  stiU  conspicuous  as  a  sign  of  the  ex- 
tensive intercourse  which  formerly  existed  between  the 
United  States  and  the  ishtndof  St.  Croix,  and  of  the  great 
demand  its  produce  met  with  in  the  American  market. 
At  that  time  it  was  the  real  and  genuine  article^  which 
was  sold  every  where  without  adulteration;  while  at  pre- 
sent  only  the  name  is  borrowed,  to  cover  an  imitation 
spirit  of  a  most  inferior  quality. 

It  has  been  shown  above  how  this  great  ehange  has 
been  brought  about^  to  ^e  great  mjiuy  of  the  island  of 
St.  Croix,  without  any  adequate  profit  to  the  United 
States;  and,  by  further  pursuing  its  conseouences,  a  total 
change  in  the  trade  of  the  colony  will  be  round  to  be  the 
inevitable  result.  The  island  of  St.  Croix  cannot  give  up 
the  natural  advantages  possessed  by  her  in  making  rum 
of  a  superior  quality  from  her  molasses  and  skimmings  on 
the  spot.  If,  therefore,  the  prohibitory  system  be  per- 
sisted  in  on  the  part  of  the  Unitkd  States,  all  the  rrnn  ma- 
nufactured in  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  being,  as  the  suppo- 
sition is,  excluded  from  the  American  market,  which  for- 
merly even  constituted  its  only  market,  must  of  course  be 
shipped  to  Europe;  and,  when  so  shipped,  all  the  sup- 
plies required,  to  that  extent  in  value,  must  be  taken  from 
the  same  quarter. 

The  undersigned  knows  from  actual  experience,  as  Go- 
vernor Genend  of  his  Majesty's  West  India  possessions, 
tiiat  it  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  in  the  power  of  uie  planters 
c^  the  island  of  St.  Croix  to  contract  for  their  supplies 
in  any  other  way  than  by  barter,  or  a  direct  exchange  of 
commodities.  The  supplies  must  be  contracted  for,  pay- 
able in  rum  and  sugar;  and  rum  and  sugar  must  be  given 
in  payment  for  supplies.  To  buy  supplies  in  money,  to 
raise  that  money  by  biUs  of  exchange,  and  to  rely  upon 
the  pavment  or  such  bills  from  the  proceeds  of  produce 
shipped  to  a  third  place,  distant  from  the  colony  as  Den- 
mark is,  is  altogether  impracticable.  The  planters  have 
not  the  credit  to  do  it,  nor  is  it  their  interest  so  to  act.  It 
is  the^merchant's  business  to  take  the  chances  of  the  mar- 
kets upon  himself,  to  fiimish  the  supplies,  and  to  take 
rum  and  soear  in  return,  and  thus  to  close  the  transaction 
with  the  planter  at  once.  From  this  character  of  the 
trade,  the  course  it  will  and  necessarily  must  take,  under 
the  circumstances  above  stated,  is  eviaent;  and  hence  it 
becomes  incumbent  upon  his  Bfajesty's  Government  to 
anticipate  the  result  by  legislative  measures  calculated  to 
facilitate  the  tranation  from  the  present  system,  which  is 
altogether  in  fiivor  of  a  commercial  intercourse  with  the 
United  States,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  supplies  required, 
to  a  new  system^  limited  in  its  principles  by  the  encou- 
ragement and  protection  which  the  colonial  trade  of  the 
mother  country  shall  require,  and  upon  which  the  colony, 
under  such  circumstances,  must  be  thrown  for  its  supplies. 
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between  the  United  States  and  Denmark,  founded  upon 
reciprocal  conceasiona  of  exclusivs  pririleg^es.  This  con- 
▼iction«  and  the  regret  if  draws  after  it,  the  undersigned 
has  been  directed  to  express  to  General  Von  Schohen. 

The  course  of  policy  which  has  invariably  been  pur- 
sued by  the  United  States  in  their  commercial  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  and  for  a  departure  from  which  their 
Government  can,  at  this  time,  discover  no  adequate  cause, 
even  if  existing'  and  imperative  obligations  did  not  put  it 
out  of  their  power  to  do  so,  has  been  to  extend  equal  pri- 
vileges to  all  nations  who  consent  to  reciprocate  them  witli 
the  United  States;  and  their  legislation  has  been  uniform- 
ly predicated  upon  that  principle.  The  President  would 
have  found  in  this  coi^aideration  alone,  apart  from  all 
others,  a  powerful  motive  for  the  utmost  caution  in  con- 
ndering  a  proposition,  which,  like  that  contained  in  Gen. 
Von  Schotten's  note,  involved  a  departure  from  general 
principles  and  unifbrai  practice.  But,  in  coming  to  a  de- 
termination as  to  the  course  proper  for  him  to  pursue,  he 
has  been  governed  by  motives  which  lefi  him  still  less 
free  to  act  upon  the  subject  in  a  manner  more;  consonant 
wi^  the  desire  entertained  by  his  Daiush Majesty.  These 
motives  have  thar  source  in  the  treaties  now  in  force  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  other  nations,  by  virtue  of 
which  the  productions  of  all  of  them,  without  distinction, 
are  admitted  into  our  ports  upon  payment  of  equal  du* 
ties,  and,  in  all  other  respects,  upon  equal  conditions. 
These  stipulations  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  make  any  exception,  in  that  regard,  in  favor  of 
the  possesrions  or  his  Danish  Majesty'. 

In  reply  to  so  much  of  General  Von  Scholten*8  note  as 
remonstrates  against  the  injurious  effects  produced  by  the 
heavy  duties  imposed  upon  the  productions  of  hit  Danish 
Majesty's  colomal  possessions  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  and  alhides  to  measures  of  redress  and  indemnity 
which  bis  Majesty  may  feel  himself  constrained  to  resort 
to,  m  case  of  rejection  b^  the  United  States  of  the  pro- 
positions offered  lor  their  acceptance  by  General  Von 
Scholten,  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  say  that  the 
duties  complained  of  form  a  part  of  the  genera]  legisla- 
tive poficy  of  the  United  States,  adopted  with  a  view  to 
tile  protection  of  their  own  productions,  which  the  Pre- 
sident considers  as  being  unaer  the  pecuhar  and  appro- 
priate direction  of  Congress~-a  direction  which  he  does 
not  wish  to  embarrass  or  abridge  by  any  conventional 
compacts  entered  into  by  the  Executive  authority  with 
foreign  States.  He  can,  however,  with  confidence,  as- 
sure Oenenl  Von  Schoken,  as  well  from  lus  knowledge 
of  tiie  prevailing  sentiment  in  that  body,  as  from  the 
known  good  will  tmiversally  existing  towards  Denmark 
in  the  United  States,  and  which  hiw  extended  itself  to 
every  branch  of  this  Government,  that  a  failure  on  its 
part  to  modify  itsla\;'s  with  a  reference  to  the  particular 
mtereste  of  his  Danish  Majesty's  possesnons  can  never 
be  mstiy  attributable  to  a  want  of  dispodtion  to  improve 
and  cherish  the  most  liberal  and  friendly  relations  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Dei^mark,  and  to  extend 
their  connneroial  intercourse,  as  far  as  that  can  be  done 
consistently  wkh  the  respective  interests  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

General  Von  Scholten  has,  in  the  note  to  which  this  is 
an  answer^  alluded  to  the  measures  which,  in  the  event 
of  the  United  States  declining  to  accept  his  propositions, 
his  Danish  Majesly  would  feel  himself  compelled  to 
adopt,  in  order  to  mvert  the  trade  of  his  West  India  pos- 
sessions  from  its  present  channel,  and  to  secure  to  the 
produce  of  those  colonies,  in  some  country  other  than 
the  United  States,  an  exchange  upon  advantageous  terms. 
Upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  the  undersigned  is  di- 
rected to  state  to  General  Von  Scholten,  that,  after  the 
many  prooft  which  the  United  States  have  received  of  his 
Danish  Majesty's  friendly  dispositions  towards  them,  and 
llie  ftiH  and  frank  explanation  now  given  of  the  motives 


which  govern  the  decision  of  their  Executive  on  thisocca. 
8:on,  the  President  feels  confident,  that,  whatever  iBijr 
be  the  character  of  those  measures,  they  wifl  be  dictated 
by  no  considerations  inconnstent  with  existing  treatih, 
or  that  may  at  all  impair  the  good  understanding  vh'ch 
has  characterized  the  relation^  between  the  two  countries. 
Any  measure  adopted  in  that  spirit,  whose  sole  objcd 
will  be  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  Majesty's  colwiiil 
subjects,  whatever  may  be  its  effects  upon  the  commeTre 
of  the  United  States,  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  by  tk 
President  with  the  same  liberal  and  fKendly  feelii^viiS 
which,  it  is  hoped,  his  Majesty  will  consider  the  coodwt 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  this  negotiation.  To  th'i 
sentiment  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  add  his  o»t  con- 
viction that,  in  the  arrangements  which  the  Danish  Go- 
vernment may  find  it  expedient  to  adopt  In  relation  to  n 
West  India  trade,  it  will  not  lose  si^ht  of  the  natural »d 
undoubted  advantages  which  it  derives  from  the  reUtot 
geographical  ntuation,  and  the  respective  prodactons,rf 
the  Danish  islands  and  the  United  States. 

In  concluding  this  note,  the  undersgned  cannot,  is 
justice  to  his  -own  feelings,  refrain  fct)m  eipresan?  fe 
General  Von  Scholten  his  deep  sense  of  the  sa6s£ifrkT 
which  he  has  derived  from  the  frank  and  friendly  naaaer 
in  which  this  negotiation  has  been  opened  and  conducti»i 
by  General  Von  Scholten.  Such  dispontions  rooHKt 
but  meet  with  a  full  reciprocation  on  the  part  of  this €> 
vemment;  and  the  undersigned  finds  in  theic  mitol 
good  feelings  an  additional  cause  to  regret  that  it  coiid 
not  reconcile  with  its  own  sense  of  duty  and  expedieaf? 
a  ready  acceptance  of  the  friendly  overtures  made  bvtk 
Government  of  his  Danish  Majesty. 

The  undersigned  avails  himseff  of  this  opportuiEfri» 
renew  to  General  Von  Scholten  the  assurance  of  his  a* 
distinguished  connderation. 

M.  VAN  BUBEN 

General  Von  Scholten  tc  Mr,  Fan  Burai. 

WisHfHOToir,  December  4,  W\ 
The  undersigned,  Major  Gen.  Von  Scholten,  Gorensr 
General  of  his  Danish  Majesty's  West  India  posses-iJ', 
and  charged  with  a  special  mission  near  the  United  SU*^^ 
Government,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recfif 
of  the  note  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the  29th  rf' 
mo  by  Mr.  Martin  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  Stale  of  tk 
United  States;  and,  while  he  laments  the  faihire  of  K^ 
mission,  therein  communicated,  he  cannot  buthifUT>> 
preciate  the  frankness  and  candor  with  which  the  Sec- 
tary of  State,  by  the  President's  order,  has  entered urs^' 
the  ii^bole  question. 

It  is  not  for  the  undersigned  to  put  any  conftwft:* 
upon  the  engagements  into  which  the  United  Stite?*  G^ 
vemment  may  nave  entered.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  tk 
United  States'  Government  has  expressed  itself  boiiwll^ 
solemn  treaties  not  to  make  specific  duties  the  subject  of 
reciprocity  in  a  commercial  intercourse  with  other  m^*- 
and  the  undersigned  must,  of  course,  abide  bvtJiatdfc- 
sion.  It  not  oiuy  remo^'es  every  question  of  anv  p-^ 
cukLf  convention  being  concluded  between  Denmark^ 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  colonial  tr^-. 
but  precluded  even  the  pos»bilitv  of  any  act  of  Cor^ 
authorizing  thePrewdent  of  the"  United  Statei  to  Tt dK^ 
the  duties  within  certain  Ihnits  in  favor  of  any  partfuitf 
colony  or  nation  that  might  adopt  a  similar  or  spec  £c  r 
duction  of  duties  in  return. 

But  although  specific  dutiM  may  no*  enter  into  tf* 
commercial  arrangements  between  two  nations,  it  cm^ 
be  maintained  that  no  reference  whatever  is  had  to  *^ 
duties  imposed  upon  commerce  bv  spontaneous lejnsbta 
of  either  party.  If  the  bounties' or  nature  were  e<r^: 
distributed  throughout  the  world,  and  evm  coi^et? 
adapted  to  every  kind  of  production,  there  wdgbt  hey^- 
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shance  of  accommodnting'  industry  to  any  particular  le- 
gislation; but  when  the  production  of  a  country  is  mark- 
ed out  by  nature,  and  its  staples  naturally  confined  to  one 
9r  tw^o  articles,  which  is  the  case  with  the  island  of  St. 
Croix,  the  produce  of  which  con^sts  exclusively  of  sugar 
and  rum,  it  is  evident  that  any  prohibitory  duty  upon  the 
mportation  of  those  articles  into  the  United  States  will 
IS  effectually  close  the  ports  of  the  United  States  against 
.he  whole  industry  of  that  country  as  if  the  law  were  so 
expressed  in  direct  terms.  The  possibility  of  a  circuitous 
ntercourse  by  the  means  of  the  industry  of  a  third  or 
fourth  nation,  cannot  be  assigned  as  an  adequate  compen- 
ation  for  the  loss  of  a  direct  one,  which  must  be  aUowed 
to  be  the  only  consideration,  5n  a  commercial  point'  of 
new,  between  two  countries,  relative  to  the  industry  of 
Lheir  people.  A  ftdr  system  of  duties  and  imposts,  which 
shall  admit  the  possibility  of  an  exchange  of  commodi- 
ies,  appears,  therefore,  to  be  the  indispensable  condition 
contemplated  by  the  commercial  interest  throughout  the 
irorld;  and  a  departure  from  it,  by  exorbitant  and  prohi- 
)itor}'  duties,  never  failed  to  draw  forth  complaints  from 
he  parties  aggrieved,  though  the  present  state  of  com- 
nerce  docs  not  admit  of  a  more  specific  expression.  From 
his  view  of  the  subject,  the  underagned  cannot  relin- 
quish the  hope  that  it  may  be  deemed  fair  by  the  United 
States'  Government,  and  at  the  same  time  siut  its  own  in- 
erest,  to  modify  and  reduce  the  present  duties,  which 
feigh  so  heavily  upon  the  staples  of  the  West  Inches,  not 
is  a  favor  to  any  colony  in  particular,  but  as  a  general 
neasure  only,  for  tlie  purpose  of  preserving  a  beneficial  in- 
ercourse  with  the  West  Indies.  Whereas,  however,  the 
Secretary  x>f  State  has  stated  it  to  be  a  subject  which  the 
President  considers  as  being  under  the  peculiar  and  ap- 
)ropria.te  direction  of  Congress,  the  undersigned  is  appre- 
lensive  lest  he  should  be  wanting  in  his  duty  with  regard 
o  the  interest  confided  to  his  care,  if  he  did  not  most 
espcctfully  request  from  the  Prendent  that  the  various 
)bservations  made  by  the  undersigned,  relative  to  the 
West  India  trade,  miglit  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of 
:he  United  States,  which  shall  have  to  decide  upon  a  rule 
)f  policy,  in  which  the  interest  of  a  most  important  part 
)f  his  Btbjesty's  possesaons  is  so  deeply  concerfied.  The 
indersigned  takes,  therefore,  tlie  liberty  to  request  the 
kvoT  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  submit  to  the  President 
}f  the  United  States  his  present  note. 

In  discussing-  the  subject  of  a  commercial  intercourse 
>etween  the  United  States  and  his  Danish  Majesty's  West 
,'ndia  possessions,  the  undersigned  has  proceeded  with 
Vankness  and  candor,  and  is  happy  to  fina  that  the  Secre- 
ary  of  State  has  done  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that 
10  unfriendly  feelings  have  been  involved  in  the  qu<^ 
ion.  From  an  impression  that  a  concentrated  trade  vnth 
he  United  States  would  be  more  beneficial  to  file  iriand 
»f  St.  Crotx,  as  susceptible  of  more  certainty  and  regu- 
arity  in  its  operation  than  a  scattered  intercourse  ^nth 
Europe  in  general,  the  trade  of  the  colony  was  actually 
K)  confined  by  law.  American  vessels  were  the  Only  fo- 
%i^n  vessels  aidmttted  into  the  colony,  and  the  intercourse 
vith  the  United  States  the  only  foreign  ititerco«irse,  be- 
rond  the  West  fTidJa-seas,  allowed.  No  wonder,  then, 
hat  tliis  intercourse  should  have  increased  to  the  extent 
t  at  one  time  did,  nor  that  an  embarrassment  should  have 
>cen  felt  in  the  same  ratio,  when  the  resources  of  the 
colony  actiudly  were  rendered  unavailable  in  the  Ameri- 
can market.  This  havuig  been  the  case,  the  system  be- 
came no  longer  tenable;  and,  in  explaining  that  circum- 
tance  to  the  United  States'  Government,  the  undersigned 
latters  himself  to  have  removed  every  unfavorable  im- 
)ression  which  otherwise  might  result  from  the  adoption 
>f  a  new  system  for  the  colonial  trade  of  the  island  of 
St.  Croix,  should  a  continuation  of  the  present  duties  in 
he  United  .States  tipon  the  staples  of  the  West  Indies 


render  the  same  indispensably  necessary:  he  feels,  how- 
ever, perfectly  satisfied  that  no  departure  from  the  present 
system  will  be  made  without  the  greatest  reluctance,  and 
th&t,  therefore^  it  will  be  limited  to  such  measures  only 
as  the  interest  of  the  colony  may  be  deemed  imperiously 
to  require. 

Although  the  negotiations  opened  by  the  undersiened 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  have  not  led  to  a  resim  fa- 
vorable to  the  views  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  yet  the 
undersigpned  has  derived  great  satisfaction  from  the  good 
feeling  and  friendly  disposition  evinced  by  the  United 
States'  Gbvemment  upon-  this  occasion,  and  which  pre- 
sents an  additional  pled^  of  that  good  understanding 
between  the  two  countries  which  it  will  no  less  be  his 
Majesty's  desire  to  cultivate  and  improve. 

In  concluding  this  note,  the  undersisned  begs  leave  to 
express  to  'the  Secretary  of  State  the  mllest  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  courtesy  which  has  been  extended  to  him, 
and  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of  his  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

^  P.  VON  SCHOLTEN. 

Mr.  M^BTiar  Vak  Bvasir, 

Secretary  of  StaU  of  the  United  Statei, 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  General  Von  SehoUen, 

DxPABTVE3fT  OP  StATB, 

WaxJUngton^  Dee.  10,  1830. 

The  underrigned,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  has  submitted  to  the  President  the  note  which 
Major  General  Yon  Scholten,  Governor  General  of  his 
Danish  Majesty's  West  India  possessions,  and  his  special 
minister  to  the  United  States,  was  pleased  to  address  to 
him  on  the  4th  instant,  in  reply  to  the  one  which  the  un- 
dersigned, by  direction  of  the  President,  wrote  to  him  on 
the  29th  ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  certain  propositions 
which  he  had  made  to  this  Government,  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Danish  Majesty's  said  possessions. 

The  undersigned  is  expressly  directed  by  the  Presdent 
to  observe  to  General  Von  Scholten,  as  he  has  the  honor 
of  doing,  in  reply  to  this  last  communication  from  him, 
that,  in  the  exercise  of  the  high  and  responnble  duty 
witli  which  he  is  charged  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
this  Union*  in  reg^ard  to  its  foreign  relations,  he  could  de- 
rive no  greater  satisfaction  than  from  a  cardial  and  zealous 
co-operation  with  his  Danish  Majesty  in  accommodating 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Danish  West  In^Ua  possessions  to  the  views  and 
wishes  of  his  Danish  Majesty  upon  the  subject,  as  far  as 
this  might  be  found  competent  to  him,  and  not  incompati- 
ble mth  his  sense  of  the  paramount  interests  of  his  con- 
stituents, or  of  their  engagements  toother  States.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  is  likewise  espe- 
cially instructed  by  the  Preadent  to  repeat  to  General 
Von  Scholten,  upon  the  present  occasion,  the  deep  re- 
gret which  was  experienced  at  having  been  obligca,  by 
the  considerations  which  are  already  made  known  to  him, 
to  dechne  acceding  to  the  overtures  of  Genei'al  Von 
Scholten,  in  behalf  of  his  sovereign,  upon  that  important 
concern.  The  undertigned  has  great  pleasure,  however, 
in  stating,  by  Erection  also  of  the  President,  that  he  will 
take  an  early  opportunity,  in  conformity  with  the  wish 
expressed  by  General  Von  Scholten,  to  submit  to  Con- 
gress, during  its  present  session,  a  copy  of  the  entire  cor- 
respondence which  has  passed  between  General  Von 
Scholten  and  this  department,  in  relation  to  the  proposed 
modification  of  the  commercial  intercourse  referred  to. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  General  Von  Scholten  the 
assurance  of  his  dis^nguished  consideration. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
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General  Von  SchoUen  to  Mr.  Van  Bwren^ 

Wasbinotoit,  Dtcembtr  11,  1830. 

The  undersigned.  Major  General  Von  Scbolten,  Go- 
vernor General  of  His  Danish  Ms^esty'a  West  India  pos- 
sessions, and  charged  with  a  special  mission  to  the  United 
States'  Government,  has  the  nonor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  him  on  the  10th  of  tiiis 


montti  by  iMr.  Martin  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State  of|  ^t^l^^!?/^!?!!*!^*^  '^L^l^'^^'^^^Jl 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  final  answer  from  '*"*'^'"'*'*  '  "  "'"*"  "**         •  *"*    "•*  ""  "•*•  •**■      "*' 

the  Prendent  of  tiie  United  States  respecting  the  propo- 
sitions made  by  the  undersigned  for  the  regulation  of  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  with  his  Danish  Majesty's 
possessions;  which  propositions  are  positively  and  finally 
declared  unacceptable  by  the  President,  but  in  such  terms 
and  spirit  of  friendly  disposition  towards  bis  Danish  Bfa- 
jesty's  Government,  as  cannot  fail  to  prove  gratifying. 

With  respect  to  the  part?  of  the  above  note  communi- 
cating the  President's  consent  to  the  respectful  request 
of  the  undersigned,  that  his  former  statements  respecting 
the  United  States'  commerce  with  his  Danish  Majesty^ 
West  India  possessions  might  be  laid  before  Congress,  the 
undersigned  begs  leai'e  to  express  his  full  sense  of  the 
readiness  and  unreserve  with  which  the  above  request, 
in  behalf  of  his  Government,  has  been  acceded  to,  and 
his  sincere  hope  that  an  early  and  favorable  decision  upon 
the  desired  mocUfication  in  their  commercial  intercourse 
may  still  render  a  continuation  of  the  same  possible. 

In  this  hope,  and  relyme  with  all  the  confidence  and 
security  which  the  liberal  and  friendlv  proceedings  of 
the  SecretaiT  of  State,  in  the  course  of  the  late  negotia- 
tions, so  justly  mspire,  upon  the  frank  concurrence  of  the 
United  States'  Government  for  the  attainment  of  the  ob- 
ject in  vicwi  the  undersigned  considers  the  interest  of 
his  Danish  Majesty's  West  India  possessions  in  the  de- 
sired modification  as  thus  more  secure  than  his  own  con- 
tinued presence  could  possibly  render  it;  and  begs  leave, 
in  case  of  any  additional  information  or  communication 
being  required,  to  refet  the  Secretary  of  SUte  to  his 
Danish  Majesty^s  charge  d'affaires,  Chevalier  Steen  Bille, 
for  such. 

The  undersigned  has,  therefore,  in  conclusion,  only  to 
add  the  renewed  assurances  of  the  high  g^tification  and 
pleasure  derived  from  the  courtesy  and  frankness  with 
which  the  late  negotiations  have  invariably  been  marked 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States'  Government,  and  to  re- 
quest the  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  will  re- 
ceive the  President's  directions  respecting  the  time  when 
it  may  be  his  pleasure  to  allow  the  undersigned  the  honor 
of  waiting  on  him,  previous  to  his  departure  from  the  city. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of^tiic  present  opportu- 
nity to  tender  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of 
his  high  consideration. 

P.  V.  SCHOLTEN. 


mercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  all  othrr 
parts  of  tiie  British  dominions  or  possessions  should  be 
lefl  on  a  footiAg  not  less  favorable  to  the  United  Statea 
than  it  now  is;  and-to  the  act  not  specifying  the  terms  upca 
which  British  vesseb  coming  fitHn  tlie  Northern  coloiues 
should  be  adjnitted  to  entiy  into  the  ports  of  the  Uiuud 
States^  an  apprehension  was  entertained  by  the  GoTen* 


TRADE  WITH  BRITISH  COLONIES. 

Message  from  the  President  of  tiie  United  States,  trarifr- 
mitting  the  papers  relating  to  the  recent  arrangement 
in  relation  to  the  trade  between  tiic  United  States  and 
tiie  Britisli  colonies,  &c. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  IMUed  States.- 

I  communicate  to  Congress  the  papers  relating  to  the 
recent  arrangement  with  Great  Britain,  with  respect  to 
the  trade  between  her  colonial  possessions  and  the  United 
States,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  message  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents,  that,  owing  to  the 
omisMon,  in  tiie  act  of  tiie  29tii  May  last,  of  a  clause  ex- 
pressly restricting  importations  into  the  British  colonies 
in  American  vessels  to  the  productions  of  the  United 
States;  to  the  amendment  engrafted  upon  that  act  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  providing  that,  when  tiie  trade 
with  the  West  India  colonies  should  be  opened,  the  com- 


rangement^  claims  might  be  set  dp,  on  our  part,  inc(m> 
sistent  with  the  propotttions  submitted  by  our  minisUr, 
and  with  the  term3  to  whidi  she  was  willing  to  agre«; 
and  that  this  circumstance  led  to  explanatJons  betveeri 
Mr.  McLane  and  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  respecting  tbe 
intentions  of  Congress,  and  the  true  construction  to  be 
given  to  the  act  referred  to. 

To  the  interpretation  given  by  them  to  that  ad,  I  dy 
not  hentate  to  agree.  It  was  quite  clear  fhmt,  in  adopt* 
ing  the  amendment  refured  to»  Confess  couid  not  bsst 
intended  to  preclude  future  alterations  in  the  exists^ 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  other  parts  of 
the  British  dominions;  and  the  suppontioa  that  the  anss- 
^on  to  restrict,  in  terms,  the  importations  to  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country  ta  which  the  vessels  reapecUveh 
belong,  was  intentional,  was  prephided  by  the  piopoib 
tions  previously  made  by  this  Government  to  that  of  Grcas 
Britain,  and  which  were  before  Congress  at  the  time  &' 
the  passa^  of  the  act,  bv  the  principles  which  goven 
the  maritmie  legislation  of  the  two  countries^  and  oy  tbe 
provisions  of  the  existing  commercial  tresXy  betircea 
them. 

Actuated  by  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  convinced 
that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  real  intentions  of  Cos* 
gress,  I  feh  it  my  da^  to  give  effect  to  the  sftangemei^ 
by  issuing  the  required  proclamation,  of  which  a  copv  is 
likewise  nerewith  communicated. 

ANDREW  JACKSOS 

WaSHiHotov,  3d  January,  1831. 

Lui  of  papers  aceompanying  the  Message  of  the  Premier 
of  the  3a  January,  1831. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Bmen  to  Mr.  McLjae, 
dated  20th  Jufy,  1829. 

Extract  c^a  letter  from  same  to  same,  dated  5th  Ac- 
gust,  1829. 

Copy  of  a  letter  hvm  Mr.  McLane  to  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen, dated  12th  Deoember,  1829. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr. 
McLane,  dated  Uth  December,  1829. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  McLaar, 
dated  26th  December,  1829. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  McLane  to  the  Eari  of  Aber< 
daen,  dated  16th  March,  1830. 

Extract  of  aletter  from  Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  Van  BercB» 
dated  6th  April,  1830. 

Extractor  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  McLase. 
dated  18th  June,  1830. 

Copy  of  aletter  frcm  Mr.  McLane  to  the  Eariof  Aber 
deen,  d«ked  19«h  July,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  mm  same  to  Mr.  Van  Bnreup  daScd 
20th  August,  1830. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr. 
McLane,  dated  17th  Augtut,  1830. 

Gcmy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buien  to  Mr.  Mcl^ane. 
dated  5th  October,  183a 

Copy  of  a  proclamation  of  the  Prendent,  dateii  Sxk 
October,  1830. 

Copy  <^  a  circular.  Instructions  from  the  Treasure  tp 
the  collectors,  dated  Gth  October,  1830. 

Extract  of  a  letter  frtan  Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  VasBurefh. 
dated  6th  November,  18S0. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  McLane  to  the  Eari  of  Ahc.'^- 
deen,  dated  3d  November,  1830. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  ^e  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr. 
ilcLane,  dated  5th  November,  1830. 

Copy  of  the  Britiah  order  in  council,  dated  5th  No- 
vember, 1830. 

Copy  of  the  British  schedule  of  duties. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  McLane  to  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
lated  22d  Noyember,  1830. 

Extracts  of  a  kUcrJrom  Mr,  Fan  Burcn  h  Mr.  McLane^ 

dated  My  20,  1829. 

First.  The  tradehdwunihe  United StttUg and  the BritUh 
American  oofentiM.— The  policy  of  the  United  States  in 
'elation  to  their  commercial  intercourse  with  other  na- 
ions,  is  founded  on  principles  of  perfect  ei]^uality  and 
•eciprocity.  By  the  adoption  of  these  principles,  they 
iAve  endeavored  to  relieve  themselves  n'om  tne  discus- 
dons,  discontents,  and  embarrassments,  inseparable  from 
Kc  imposition  of  burdensome  discriminations.  These 
>rinciples  were  avowed  whilst  they  were  yet  struggling;' 
or  their  independence,  are  recorded  in  their  first  treaty, 
md  have  since  been  adhered  to  with  the  most  scrupulous 
idelity.  In  the  prear  1815  they  repealed  all  their  acts 
inposn?  discriminating  tonnage  duties  on  foreign  ships 
»r  vessels,  and  of  impost,  so  far  as  respected  the  produce 
VT  manufacture  of  the  nations  to  which  such  foreign  ships 
»r  vessels  misht  belong;  such  repeal  to  take  eflfect  m 
avor  of  any  roreign  nation  which  sl^ould  abolish  similar 
luties,  so  far  as  they  operated  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
Jnited  States. 

In  the  year  1817,  they  restricted  the  importation  into 
he  United  States,  in  foreign  vessels,  to  articles  of  the 
rrowth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  Uie  country  to  which 
(uch  vessels  belonged,  or  as  could  only  be,  or  were  most 
isually,  shipped  in  the  first  instance  from  such  country; 
provided  that  such  regulations  should  not  extend  to  the 
ressels  of  any  foreign  nation  which  had  not  adopted,  or 
hould  not  adopt,  a  similar  regulation  with  regard  to  them. 

In  the  year  1824,  they  declared  the  suspension  of  all 
liscrimJnating  duties,  in  relation  to  the  vessels  and  pro- 
luce  of  several  European  nations,  and  of  their  territories 
n  Europe,  wluch  had  accepted  of  the  terms  proffered 
>y  the  act  of  1815,  and  conferred  authority  upon  the 
['resident  to  extend  the  same  exemption  to  all  nations 
hereafter  complying  with  its  requirements;  and  in  1828 
in  act  was  passed,  authorizinsr  the  President  to  extend 
:hc  exemption  in  regard  to  alien  duties,  which,  by  the 
lets  of  1815  and  1^4,  was  restricted  to  the  productions 
)f  the  countiy  to  which  the  vessel  belongs,  to  the  pro- 
luctions  of  any  foreign  country  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  tlie  vessels  of  any  nation  which  would  allow  a 
iiinilar  exemption  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 

I'he  terms  proposed  by  our  act  of  1815  were  adopted 
in  the  commercial  tieaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Ureat  Britain  in  the  same  year,  which  has  been  twice  ex- 
tended, and  is  now  in  full  force.  By  it,  tlie  commercial 
intercourse  between  .the  United  States  and  the  British 
9osscssions  in  Europe  is  established  upon  just  and  equal 
'erms.  ITie  United  States  desired  to  place  their  trade 
A'ith  tlie  British  American  colonies  on  the  same  footing. 
The  Gov^ftunent  of  Great  Britain  would  not  then  consent 
:o  tliat  arrangement;  and  it  was  consequently  stipulated 
n  the  treaty  tliat  the  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty's  possessions  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  on  the  c(mtincnt  of  North  America,  should 
not  be  affected  by  any  of  its  provisions,  and  that  each 
3arty  should  remain  in  complete  possession  of  its  respectr 
vc  rights  with  reg^d  to  such  intercourse.  The  trade 
md  intercourse  between  Uie  United  States  and  the  British 
:olonies  previous  to,  and  at  that  time,  were  such  only  as 
rerc  permittetl  by  British  legislation,  or  regulation  by 
>rders  in  council.  It  had  always  been  of  a  restricted 
md  unequal  character,  and  every  previous  attempt  to 


place  it  upon  just  terms  had  wholly  failed.  Since  1815, 
both  Governments  have  uniformly  admitted  it  to  be  their 
botief  that  a  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  colonial  possessions  referred  to, 
upon  terms  of  fair  reciprocity,  would  promote  their  mu- 
tual interests. 

To  establish  it  upon  such  terms  has  always  been  the 
sincere  object  of  this  country,  and,  until  ft  very  late  pe- 
riod, the  avowed  wish  of  Great  Britain. 

The  twelve  years  which  have  elapsed,  have,  with  occa- 
sional intermission,  been  emploved  in  endeavors  to  ar- 
range those  terms  by  negotiation,  or  to  secure  them 
through  the  agency  of  separate  legislative  enactments; 
and,  although  tlie  two  Governments  have  more  Uian  once 
concurred  in  eacl(  other's  views  as  to  the  conditions  to 
which  tbey  would  assent,  their  respective  acts  have  re- 
sulted in  the  almost  entire  suppression  of  the  trade.  Since 
the  1st  December,  1826,  there  has  been  a  total  non-inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  British  American 
colonies  in  British  vessels,  and  the  same  in  regard  to 
American  vessels,  (with  the  exception  of  the  permission 
allowed  to  the  latter  to  carry  on  a  direct  trade  with  the 
British  North  American  possessions,  the  Bahama  islands, 
and  the  island  of  Anguilla,  upon  terms  prescribed  by 
GrQat  Britun  alone.)  The  acts  of  the  two  Governments 
which  have  led  to  this  result,  are  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  pottlions  which  they  respectively  occupy,  and 
of  a  nature  calcidated  to  have  so  much  influence  on  the 
measures  of  conciliation  and  redress  which  may  be  adopt- 
ed, as  to  render  it  important  that  they  should  be  fully 
known  and  accurately  understood.  Your  participation  in 
the  public  councils  has  ^ven  you  a  general  view  of  their 
principal  outlines;  but  it  is  thought  advisable  to  Ornish 
you  with  a  more  particular  exposition  than  the  opportu- 
nities you  have  enjoyed  would  allow  you  to  obtain.  A 
very  brief  sketch  of  such  as  are  m.ost  prominent,  is,  with 
this  view,  submitted  to  you. 

The  direct  trade  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  was  found  to  be  so  interwoven  with,  and  de- 
pendent upon,  that  between  the  United  States  and  the 
colonies,  as,  in  a  great  measure,  to  deprive  the  former 
of  the  advantages  intendeVl  to  be  secured  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  1815,  so  long  as  the  intercourse  of  the  colonies 
was  monopolized  by  British  navigntors.  Several  efforts 
were  consequently  made,  between  the  years  1815  and 
1818,  to  induce  the  British  Government  to  adjust  this 
coUisinn  of  interests  by  amicable  negotiation.  Tiiey  were 
unsuccessful.  In  1817,  a  proposition  was  sul>mitted  to 
our  minister  at  London,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  I^rd  Castlereagh,  which  was  said  to 
contain  all  that  could  tlien  be  assented  to  by  Great  Britain 
towards  admitting  the  United  States  to  a  participation  in 
the  trade  between  them  and  the  colonies.  By  this  it  was 
proposed  to  extend  to  the  United  States  the  provisions  of 
their  free  port  acts,  which  authorized  a  limited  trade  with 
portions  of  her  colonies  to  the  colonial  inhabitants  of  fo- 
reign European  possessions,  in  vessels  of  one  deck,  with 
some  additional  provisions  in  relation  to  the  trade  with 
Bermuda,  'l\irk's  Island,  and  the  British  territories  in 
North  America. 

The  terms  contained  in  this  proportion  were  decided 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be  inadmissi- 
ble, and  countervailing  measures  weie  resorted  to. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  18lh  of  April,  1818,  con- 
cerning navigation,  was  passed.  Its  object  was  to  coun- 
teract acts  ot  a  like  character  long  before  existing  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britiun,  restrictive  of  the  trade  with  her 
colonies  in  vessels  of  the  United  States.  By  that  act  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  were  closed  against  British 
vessels  coming  from  any  British  colony  which  was,  by  the 
ordinary  laws  of  navigation  and  trade,  closed  ag^nst  ves- 
sels  of  the  United  States;  and  British  vessels  sailing  with 
cargoes  from  ports  of  the  United  States  were  laid  under 
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bonds  to  land  their  carg^oes  in  some  port  or  place  other 
than  a  colony  closed  against  vesseb  of  the  United  States. 

The  negotiation  was  in  the  same  year  renewed,  »nd 
another  attempt,  equally  unsuccessful,  was  made  to  open 
the  trade,  and  establish  it  upon  principles  which  were 
claimed  by  our  Government  to  be  those  of  fair  reciprocity. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  «  sup- 
plementary  to  an  act  entitled  <An  act  conceminflp  navi- 
gation,' *'  followed.  By  it,  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
were,  afler  a  certain  day,  closed  against  British  vessels 
coming  or  arriving  by  sea  from  any  British  coloaial  port 
in  the  West  Indies  or  America;  and  similar  bonds  were 
required  from  British  vessels  sailing  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  not  to  land  their  cargoes  in  any  British 
American  colony.  Articles  of  British  West  Indian  and 
North  American  produce  were  allowed  by  this  act  to  be 
imported  into  the  United  States,  only  direct  from  the 
colony  of  which  they  were  wholly  the  produce,  growth, 
or  manufacture.  Thus  establishing  a  non-intercourse  in 
British  vessels  witli  all  the  British  American  colonies,  and 
prohibiting  the  introduction  into  the  United  States  of  all 
articles  tlie  produce  of  those  colonies,  except  that  of  each 
colony  imported  directly  from  itself. 

Such  was  tlie  relative  state  of  the  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies,  respectively, 
from  September,  1820,  till  the  passing  of  the  act  of  Par- 
liament of  the  24th  of  June,  1822,  and  the  consequent 
proclamation  of  the  President. 

By  the  act  of  the  6th.  of  May,'  1822,  in  anticipation  of  the 
passage  of  the  British  act  last  referred  to,  Congress  autho- 
rized the  President,  upon  his  being  satisfied  that  the  British 
colonial  ports  were  opened  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  to  open  their  ports  to  British  vessels  upon  terms  of 
reciprocal  advantage.  The  act  of  Parliament  or  June,  1 822, 
repealed  several  existing  acts,  and  opened  certain  of  the 
colonial  ports  to  the  admission  of  American  vessels  laden 
with  certain  articles  of  American  produce,  upon  specified 


conditions,  and  restricting  the  intercourse  to  the  direct  ^colonies  was  carried  on  from  that  time,  until  it  vis  »> 


trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  colonies.  The 
Ptesident,  by  his  proclamation,  issued  immediately  after 
ihe  receipt  of  the  British  act,  opened  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  to  British  vessels  engaged  in  the  colonial 
trade,  subject  to  a  like  restriction,  and  upon  terms  which 
were  deemed  to  be  of  reciprocal  and  equal  advantage, 
fatut  retaining  our  discriminating  duties.  -The  retention 
of  the  discriminating  duties  was  made  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint and  discussion  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  measure  was  justified  by  ours,  as  being  only 
a  fair  equivalent  for  the  imposition  of  protecting  duties 
on  American  produce  in  all,  and  export  duties  in  some,  of 
the  colonies. 

The  King  had  authority,  by  act  of  Parliament,  to  inter- 
dict the  trade  to  all  nations  which  refused  to  allow  privi- 
leges to  British  vessels  engaged  in  the  colonial  trade, 
equal  to  those  granted  to  foreign  vessels  by  the  act  of  the 
24th  of  June,  1822,  and,  also,  to  impose  countervailing 
duties,  but  neither  power  was  then  exercised. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  Ist  of  March,  1823,  was  the 
next  material  step  in  the  movements  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments. At  the  period  of  its  passage,  the  two  countries 
were  engaged  in  an  extensive  and  vsiuable  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  the  colonies,  by  virtue  of  the  British 
act  of  Parliament  and  the  President's  proclamation,  our 
discriminating  duties  remaining  unrepealed,  but  continuing 
to  be  a  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

The  influence  which  the  passage  of  this  act  has  ob- 
viously had  upon  the  course  of  afiairs  in  relation  to  the 
trade  in  Question,  together  with  the  circumstance  that  the 
closing  or  our  ports  was  the  effect  of  its  terms,  renders  it 
important  that  its  provisions  should  be  distinctly  under- 
stood.    They  were,  in  substance,  the  following: 

Ist.  It  continued  the  suspension  of  the  acts  of  1818  and 
1820,  already  effected  by  the  President's  proclamation. 


and  opened  our  ports  to  a  direct  trade  only  with  mch  of 
the  British  colonial  ports  as  had  been  opened  to  ui  by  tbe 
act  of  Parliament  of  June,  1822,  subject,  as  things  tbei 
stood,  to  the  payment,  by  Britl^  vessels,  of  our  tlien  cr 
discriminating  duties. 

2dly.  It  put  forth  a  claim,  which  bad  been  previod/ 
advanced  by  us  in  our  negotiations  upon  the  subject,  }a. 
always  resisted  by  Great  Britain,,  viz.  that  no  higher  di- 
ties  should  be  imposed  upon  the  productions  of  the  United 
States  in  the  British  colonial  ports,  than  upon  those  of 
Great  Britain  herself,  or  her  other  colonies,  sod  v\i):\ 
had  been  levied  for  the  protection  of  their  own  produc« 
This  was  done  by  giving  an  autliority  to  the  Presldem  b 
suspend  the  payment  of  our  discriminating  dutiu  bi 
British  vessels  coming  from  the  colonies,  upon  beiog  »& 
fied  that  no  such  duties  were  levied  in  the  colonies  on  a: 
produce,  and  by  declaring  that,  until  such  evidence  n 
given,  payment  should  continue  to  be  exacted. 

3dly.  It  restricted  the  trade  to  such  British  vesseb  s 
had  come  directly  from  the  colonial  ports,  and  iud  iM 
touched  at  any  other  port  aiier  they  lert  the  colony. 

4thly.  U  declared  that  its  provisions  should  only  be  - 
force  so  long  as  the  privileges  granted  by  the  actofPc- 
liament  of  June,  1822,  were  allowed  to  our  vesscU,  v^- 
that  if,  at  any  time  thereafter,  the  trade,  or  any  put  of i 
was  pro^bited  to  us  by  Great  Britain,  through  ui  sjctc:' 
Parliament  or  order  in  council,  and  that  fiurt  procUiff.^: 
by  the  President,  each  and  every  of  its  provisions  sbodi 
cease,  and  the  actsdf  1818  and  1820  be  revi>eau^t 
full  force. 

The  passage  of  this  act  was  followed  by  the  excrc^ 
of  the  authority  given  to  the  King  to  impose  countcn-i 
ing  duties;  and  they  were  accordingly  imposed  to  a 
amount  equal  to  ours,  by  an  (H^er  in  council  of  the  CIn 
Juty,  1823,  upon  all  American  vessels  and  thev  c^r^ 
arriving  in  tlie  colonial  ports.  Under  these  reciprccai 
impositions,  the  trade  between  the  United  States  aiidciei 


pressed  by  both  Governments,  in  the  manner  hereiuft^^ 
stated. 

l*he  negpotlation  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Rush  in  Juus.^. 
1824.  In  its  course,  propositions  for  regulating  u 
trade  were  submitted  by  him,  which  received  the  »a<* 
of  the  British  plenipotentiaries,  with  the  exceptioB  c 
that  prohibiting  the  imposition  oif  protecting  duties  in  t^^ 
colonies,  to  which  their  dissent  was  ^pressed  a  ^i 
strongest  terms. 

Mr.  Rush's  instructions  precluded  him  from  sctLs? 
the  matter  upon  any  other  terms,  and  the  negotots" 
was  suspended  in  the  month  of  June  following. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1825,  an  act  of  ParluuBeni  « 
passed,  allowing  the  trade  with  the  British  colooi»!£ 
North  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  to  aU  fore-gr.  w 
tions,  upon  conditions  which  will  be  hereafter  refcnw 
to.  It  limited  the  privileges  thus  granted  to  foreign  «* 
sels,  to  the  ships  or  those  countries,  noC  having  coloft.^^ 
which  should  place  the  commerce  and  navigation  c- 
Great  Britain,  and  her  possesrions  abroad,  upon  the  foct- 
ing  of  the  most&vored  nation,  unless  the  King,  bron:^? 
in  council,  should  in  any  case  deem  it  expedient  to  gnr 
the  whole  or  any  of  such  privileges  to  die  ships  o(  c) 
foreign  country,  although  the  required  condition  vnsvff- 
in  all  respects,  complied  with  by  such  counti}'- 

Mr.  King  was  sent  to  England  in  the  summer  of  i^'--; 
but  without  instructions  upon  this  point.  His  contiBU^i 
indispotttion  induced  him  to  return  in  the  sinuM^/^ 
1826,  and  diu>ing  that  period  no  step  was  taken  by  «^ 
Government. 

In  the  winter  of  1825-'6,  an  attempt  wss  n)»(i'_ 
Congress  to  meet  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  ^^^'^ 
correspondent  legislation,  but  it  failed;  and  altbottga  ^ 
trade  might,  and  most  probably  wouM,  have  been  mrt^^ 
if  the  act  then  introduced  had  become  a  law,  it  is  n<^'' 
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theless  tru«,  sis  hfta  been  stated,  that  it  would  not  have 
been  a  strict  compliance  with  the  British  act,  if  it  had 
passed. 

In  the  summer  of  1826,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  sent  to  Eng*- 
land  with  instructions,  whdch  authorized  him  to  conclude 
an  arrangement  of  the  colonial  question  upon  terms  sub- 
stantially the  same  with  those  which  were  offered  by  the 
British  plenipotentiaries  to  Mr.  Rush  in  1824;  but  his  au- 
thority was  confined  to  an  adjustment  by  treaty  stipu- 
lation. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  1826,  the  King^,  by  order  in  coun- 
cil, founded  upon  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825, 
declared  that  the  United  States  had  not  complied  with 
the  conditions  of  the  act,  and  therefore  directed  tiiat  the 
trade  and  intercourse  hetween  the  United  States  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  British  colonial  ports  should  cease  from 
md  after  the  first  day  of  December  then  following. 

Mr.  Gallatin  arrived  in  England  a  few  days  after  the 
3ublication  of  those  orders  in  council.  The  determi- 
lation  of  the  British  Government  to  decline  all  further 
\cg-otiation  upon  the  subject,  was  promptly  and  defini- 
ively  announced  to  him.  The  foundation  of  this  deter- 
nination  was  avowed  to  consist  principally  in  the  reiterated 
'cfusals  of  this  Government  to  accept  of  the  only  terms 
»  wliich  Great  Britain  would  agree,  and  a  subsequent 
:hangc  of  the  colonial  policy  of  that  Government,  by 
>pening  her  colonial  ports  to  all  foreign  nations  upon  the 
renditions  set  forth  in  their  acts  of  Parliament.  The 
vhole  subject  was  laid  before  Congress  by  the  Presi- 
lent  in  the  winter  of  18£7,  and  an  unsuccessful  attempt 
nacle  to  obtain  tlie  passage  of  a  law  requiring  our  ports 

0  be  closed  also.  Congress  having  a^oumed  without 
loing  any  thing  in  the  matter,  tlie  President,  by  his  pro- 
tlamation  dated  the  mil  day  of  March,  1827,  declared 
he  trade  between  tlic  United  SUtes  and  all  the  British 
clonics,  with  which  it  had  been  allowed  by  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1822,  to  be  prohibited,  and  tlie  acts  of  Con- 
fess of  1818  and  1820  to  be  revived. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1827,  another  British  order  in 
ouncil  was  issued,  embracing  the  regulation  of  the  colo- 
ilal  trade  with  Great  Britain  with  all  nations;  reciting  the 
•assage  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  by  which  it  was  declared 
iiat  one  year  from  the  time  of  passing  the  act  of  July, 
825,  should  be  the  period  in  which  au  acceptance  of  its 
revisions  by  foreign  nations  should  be  valid;  declaring 
rhat  nations  liad  so  accepted  the  same,  and  closing  their 
orts  against  all  those  that  had  not:  among  the  latter,  the 
United  States  were  included. 

The  extent  and  operations  of  our  acts  of  18 1 8  and  1820 
ave  been  before  stated.  The  commercial  relations 
etween  the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies  liave 
een  regukted  by  their  provisions,  and  the  British  order 
i  council  of  July,  1827,  from  that  period  to  the  present 
ly.  By  instructions  from  tliis  department,  of  the  11th 
*  April,  1827,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  authorized  to  announce 

1  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  the  acquiescence  of 
is  in  the  proposition  that  the  colonial  trade  should  be 
tgulated  by  law,  and  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the 
ritish  Government  to  open  the  trade  by  separate  acts  of 
gislation.  This  was  distinct! v  done  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in 
s  note  to  Lord  Dudley  of  the  4th  of  June,  1827.  He 
»s  further  informed  that  tlie  President  was  willing  to 
commend  to  Congress,  at  its  next  session — 

1st.  To  suspend  the  alien  duties  on  British  vessels  and 
rg-oes,  and  to  allow  their  entry  into  our  ports  with  the 
nae  kind  of  British  colonial  produce  as  may  be  imported 
American  vessehi — the  vessels  of  both  countries  paying 
uul  charges. 

2dly.  To  abolish  the  restrictions  in  the  act  of  1823  to 
z  direct  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
itish  colonies,  thus  leaving  Great  Britain  in  the  exclu- 
e  possession  of  the  circuitous  trade  between  Great 
Itain  proper  through  her  colox4esf  and  he  was  directed 
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to  inquire  whether  tlie  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  to 
that  effect  would  lead  to  the  revocation  of  the  order  in 
council  of  July,  1826,  to  the  abolition  of  the  discriminating 
duties  on  American  vessels  in  the  British  colonial  ports, 
and  to  the  enjoyment  by  our  vessels  of  the  advantagfes 
offered  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1825.  The  effect 
of  these  concessions,  it  was  pointed  out  to  him,  would  be 
a  wiuver  of  tlie  claim  of  the  United  States,  aa  made  in  the 
act  of  March,  1823,  to  the  admission  into  tlie  colonial  ports 
of  our  produce  upon  the  payment  of  the  same  duties  aa 
iumilar  produce  from  otlier  parts  of  the  British  pKMses- 
sions  was  required  to  pay. 

^No  answer  was  made  by  the  British  Government  to  Mr. 
allatin's  note  of  the  4th  of  June,  1827,  announcing  tlie 
willingness  of  this  Government  to  arrange  the  trade  by 
separate  legislation;  and  &tr.  Canning,  on  being  applied 
to  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to  know  whether  he  might  expect  a 
reply,  informed  him  that  such  was  not  the  intention;  that 
they  considered  that  note  as  merely  furnishing  explana^ 
tions;  and  he  expressed  his  surprise  that  any  doubt  could 
exist  as  to  the  final  disposition  of  the  British  Govemrttent 
upon  that  subject. 

>i.  After  Mr.  Canning's  death,  the  willingness  of  the 
United  States  to  accept,  through  the  medium  of  separate 
legislation,  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Paiiiament  of  the  5th 
July,  1825,  was  ag^in  communicated  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to 
the  British  Government,  by  a  note  to  Lord  Dudley  of  the 
17th  August,  1827,  in  which  he  requested  to  be  informed 
whether,  if  Confess  complied  with  the  recommendations 
which  the  President  was  willing  to  make,  the  United 
States  would  be  admitted  to  the  trade  and  intercourse 
allowed  by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  5th  July,  1825. 

Mr.  Huskisson,  in  a  subsequent  conference,  informed 
Mr.  Gallatin  that  Great  Britain  considered  the  colonial  in- 
tercourse as  exclusively  under  her  control,  and  that  what- 
ever terms  might  be  g^ranted  to  foreigners,  would  be  con- 
sidered as  an  indulgence;  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
whether,  in  any  way,  or  if  at  all,  on  what  terms  it  would 
be  opened  to  the  United  States,  in  case  of  their  repealing 
their  restrictive  acts. 

Lord  Dudley,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  letters  of  the 
4th  June  and  17th  August,  after  reviewing  the  ^rounds 
urged  by  the  United  States  to  justify  themselves  in  omit- 
ting to  accept  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July, 
1825,  decUned  committing  the  British  Government  as  to 
their  coiu*se  in  the  event  of  the  United  States  adopting 
the  measures  proposed,  on  the  following  grounds,  viz. 
1st,  That  much  must  of  necessity  depend  upon  the  details 
of  the  act  which  Congress  might  pass;  2dly,  more  on  the 
condition  of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  passage,  and 
the  views  which  the  British  Government  might  then  have 
of  tlieir  interest  in  the  matter;  and,  Sdly,  that  any  stipula- 
tions on  the  subject  would  be  a  virtual  departure  from 
the. ground  taken  by  his  Government  to  re^plate  the  trade 
by  law,  and  to  decline  all  further  negotiation  concern- 
ing it. 

The  last  information  in  the  possession  of  this  Govern- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  views  of  the  present  British  min- 
istry upon  this  subject,  is  derived  from  Mr.  Barbour  in 
January  last.     He  states  that,  in  a  communication  held 
with  Lord  Aberdeen,  in  the  presence  of  the  Duke  of  Wei-  ^  V 
ling^n,  the  former  expressed  his  desire  of  having  the   ' 
colonial  trade  question  judiciously  adjusted,  andhisconvic- 
tion  that  the  interdict  was  ii\jurious  to  the  colonies,  with- 
out a  proportionate  benefit  to  any  other  section  of  the 
empire.    But,  from  subsequent  conversation  with  hislord- 
ship,  and  fitun  information  derived  from  other  sources^ 
Mr.  Barbour  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  British  Go- 
vernment does  not  contemplate  any  relaxation  of  its  colo- 
nial system  in  favor  of  this  country;  that  our  late  tariff^ 
together  with  a  strong  conviction  of  their  incapacity  to 
compete  upon  equal  terms  with  our  navigation,  contri- 
butes to  this  disposition;  and  that  that  GoTemment  would 
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willing'ly  withdraw  the  privileges  of  trading  with  its  colo- 
nies, which  it  has  granted  to  other  nations,  if  that  could 
conveniently  be  done. 

Such  is  the  present  state  of  our  commercial  relations 
with  the  Britisn  colonies;  and  such  the  steps  by  which  we 
have  arrived  at  it.  "| 

In  reviewing  the  events  which  have  preceded,  and  more 
or  less  contributed  to,  a  result  so  much  to  be  regretted, 
there  will  be  found  three  g^undsupon  which  we  are  most 
assailable:  first,  in  our  too  long  and  too  tenaciously  resist- 
ing the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  impose  protecting  duties 
in  her  colonies;  secondly,  in  not  reheving  her  vessels  from 
\  the  restriction  of  retummg  direct  from  the  United  States 
,  to  the  colonies,  after  permission  had  been  given  by  Great 
Britain  to  our  vessels  to  clear  out  from  the  colonies  to  any 
other  than  a  British  port;  and,  thirdly,  in  omitting  to  ac- 
cept the  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July, 
1825,  after  the  subject  had  been  brought  before  Congress, 
and  deliberately  acted  upon  by  our  Government.  It  is, 
without  doubt,  to  the  combined  operation  of  these  causes 
that  we  are  to  attribute  the  British  interdict  You  will, 
therefore,  see  the  propriety  of  possessing  yourself  fully  of 
all  the  explanatory  and  nutigating  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  them,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  obviate,  as 
far  as  practicable,  the  un&vorable  impression  which  they 
have  produced.  -v^ 

The  trade,  although  not  wholly  suppressed,  is  altogether 
changed  in  its  character.  Instead  of  being  direct,  ac- 
tive, and  profitable  as  it  once  was,  it  is  circuitous,  burden- 
some, ana  comparatively  profitless.  The  importation  of 
the  produce  or  the  British  West  India  colonies  into  the 
United  States  may  be  said  to  have  substantially  ceased. 
It  is  wholly  prohibited  in  British  vessek,  and  allowed  only 
direct  from  the  producing  colony.  By  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil, the  admission  of  American  vessels  is  prohibited.  Con- 
sequently, whatever  of  British  West  India  produce  is 
brought  into  this  country  (with  the  exception  of  what  has 
been  recently  allowed  to  be  imported  from  the  Bahama 
islandi,  and  the  island  of  Anguilla')  must  either  be  brought 
by  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  wnich  are  permitted,  un- 
der the  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825,  to  clear  from  the 
colonies  for  any  other  ports,  except  in  Great  Britain  and 
her  potsesttons,  or  it  must  be  imported  as  the  growth  or 
produce  of  other  colonies,  to  which  the  vessels  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  admitted,  and  thus  introduced  in  evasion  of 
our  law.  / 

The  export  trade  has  been  more  considerable,  though 
greatly  and  injuriously  reduced.  The  decrees  of  nature, 
by  which  the  British  West  Indies  are  made  dependent  on 
the  United  States  for  a  great  portion  of  their  necessary 
supplies,  tfiough  erroneously  rewsted,  haye  not  been  alto- 

Esther  frustrated  by  the  retaliatory  and  improvident  legis- 
tion  of  the  two  countries.  Large  quantities  of  American 
productions  still  find  their  way  to  the  colonies.  The  un- 
certMnty  as  to  how  much  of  our  produce  is  used  in  the 
ports  to  which  the  exportations  are  nominally  made,  ren- 
ders it  impossible  to  speak  witli  accuracy  as  to  the  amount 
actually  consumed  in  the  British  West  India  colonies  since 
the  ports  were  closed.  In  the  opinion  of  intelligent  mer- 
chants, it  is  about  half  as  much  as  immediately  before  tlie 
interdict.  It  is  carried  in  American  vessels  to  the  islands 
of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Bartholomew  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  the  open  ports  in  the  British  North  American  posses- 
sions on  the  other.  From  those  ports,  it  finds  its  way  to 
the  British  West  India  colonies,  under  different  regulations, 
in  British  vessels.  This  trade  is  burdened  with  double 
freight  and  insurance,  the  charges  of  landing  and  reship- 
ptng,  and  also  commissions  and  duties  in  the  neutral  ports, 
for  that  portion  which  goes  by  the  way  of  St.  Thomas  and 
8t.  Bardralomew.  The  extra  expenses  thus  produced 
have  been  estimated  at  fifty  per  centum  on  the  first  cost 
of  lumber,  and  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  centum  on 
provisions.     A  great  reduction  of  the  quantity  of  our  ex- 


ports, and  the  entire  exclusion  from  the  tiade  of  many  ir- 
ticles  of  a  perishable  nature,  which  cannot  nov  be  Kotla 
consequence  of  the  increased  lengtii  of  the  voyage,  vitJi 
its  unfavorable  effects  upon  our  navigation,  are  the  cbkf 
injuria  which  result  to  our  citizens  from  this  state  of  UusgL 
It  oppresses  the  West  India  planter,  by  unavoidftblj  ia- 
creasin]^  the  prices  of  such  articles  of  American  prodace 
as  he  still  finas  it  his  interest  to  purchase,  notwithsUndifii 
the  disadvantages  imposed  upon  their  introduction.  It  i:^ 
moreover,  understood,  that  the  indirect  trade  is  carried  on 
on  British  account,  and  that,  therefore,  the  principal  part 
of  the  extra  expenses  to  which  it  is  subjected  comes  ulti- 
mately out  of  their  pockets. 

^  It  is  the  anxious  wish  of  the  President  to  put  an  end  to 
a  state  of  things  so  injurious  to  all  parties.  He  is  viUbf 
to  regelate  the  trade  in  question  upon  terms  of  recipronl 
advantage,  and  to  adopt  for  that  purpose  those  vliici 
Great  Britain  has  herself  elected,  and  which  are  prescnV 
ed  by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  5th  July,  1825,  as  it  be* 
derstood  by  us.  You  are  directed  to  vasike.  a  full  andfhsk 
exposition  of  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  President  in  tbii 
respect,  at  as  early  a  period,  and  in  such  manner,  as  rn 
may  judge  best  calculated  to  accomplish  them,  and  to  pal 
it  in  his  power  to  communicate  the  result  of  this  ovcrtuit 
to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session.  He  is  ad- 
monished by  the  past  of  the  inutility  of  protracted  *sfi* 
sions  upon  a  subject  which  has  been  over  and  over  >gia 
debated.  He  does  not,  therefore,  wish  to  occupy  >(».v 
harass  the  British  cabinet  by  their  repetition.  Yott  areis- 
thorized  to  say  to  the  British  Government,  on  the  part  cs 
the  United  States,  that  they  will  open  their  ports  to  Br 
tish  vessels  coming  from  the  British  colonies  laden  vi<^ 
such  colonial  productions  as  can  be  imported  in  Aaff- 
caii  vessels,  and  upon  terms  in  all  respects  equally  fav«» 
ble;  and  that  they  will  aho  abolish  the  restriction  eostib^ 
ed  in  our  act  of  1833,  confining  the  trade  to  a  direct  is- 
tercourse,  upon  condition  that  Great  Britain  will  ^ 
American  vessels  the  privileges  of  trade  and  intefcaw 
which  were  oflTered  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1855- 

The  President  indulge?  a  confident  expectation  tbtfn 
British  Government  will  assent  to  an  adjustment  upontb(« 
terms.  He  is  compelled  to  think  so,  from  a  conriction  dsj 
such  an  arrangement  would  promote  the  true  intcrestsrf 
both  parties — a  result  which  he  is  confident  is  as  modi^* 
sired  by  Great  Britain  as  it  can  be  by  himself,  beausew 
has  heretofore  given  her  deliberate  assent  to  tliese  tem« 
(and  be  finds  nothing  in  the  condition  of  the  ii^u^ 
which  renders  them  less  proper  now  than  thej  vere  tha.; 
and,  finalh\  because  he  is  unwilling  to  believe  thai  Gi^ 
Britain  would  make  so  invidious  a  Sstinction  astoeiw 
us  from  a  trade  which  she  allows  to  the  rest  of  the  cofr 
mercial  world.  The  United  States  do  not  controTf^w- 
right  to  monopolize  the  trade  with  her  colonies;  andif »« 
same  interdict  which  excludes  them  from  her  colGif* 
ports  was  extended  to  others,  they  would  not  ^^i^ 
But  the  British  Government  cannot  be  insenabk  to^ 
tendency  which  a  discrimination  of  the  character  refen^ 
to  must  unavoidably  have,  to  alienate  those  libetal  ^ 
friendly  feelings  now  entertained  towards  her  by  our  p^ 
pie,  and  which  it  should  be  the  pleasure,  as  it  is  the  dutf, 
of  both  Governments  to  cherish  and  perpetuate. 

If  the  omission  of  this  Government  to  accept  of  tbt 
terms  proposed,  when  heretofore  offered,  be  urged  as* 
objection  to  their  adoption  now,  it  will  be  your  dti?^ 
make  the  British  Government  sensible  of  the  injustice  iv 
inexpediency  of  such  a  course. 

The  opportunities  which  you  have  derived  from  a  p*"" 
ticipatlon  in  our  public  councils,  as  well  as  other  source 
of  information,  will  enable  you  to  speak  with  ^^^^^j\ 
(as  far  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  and  useful  so  to  do)  o 
the  respective  parts  taken  b^  those  to  whom  the  admn> 
tration  of  this  Government  is  now  committed,  in  rebt* 
to  the  course  heretofore  pursued  upon  the  subject  ofu* 
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colonial  trade.  Their  views  upon  that  point  have  been 
lubmitted  to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
;ounse1s  by  which  your  conduct  is  now  directed  are  the 
•csult  of  the  judgment  expressed  by  the  only  earthly  tri- 
>una]  to  which  the  late  adntinistration  was  amenabks  for 
ts  acts.  It  should  be  sufficient  that  the  claims  set  up  by 
hem,  and  which  caused  the  interruption  of  the  traoe  in 
|uestion,  have  been  explicitly  abandoned  by  those  who 
irst  asserted  them,  and  are  not  revived  by  their  siicces- 
tors.  If  Great  Britain  deems  it  adverse  to  her  interests 
0  allow  us  to  participate  in  the  trade  with  her  colonies, 
iod  finds  nothing  in  the  extension  of  it  to  others  to  induce 
ler  to  Apply  the  same  rule  to  us,  she  will,  we  hope,  be 
enslble  or  the  propriety  of  placing  her  refusal  on  those 
grounds.  To  set  up  the  acts  of  the  kte  administration  as 
he  cause  of  forfeiture  of  privileg^es  which  would  othervj^ 
irise  be  extended  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
rould,  under  existing  circumstances,  be  unjust  in  itself, 
nd  could  not  fail  to  excite  their  deepest  sensibility.  The 
one  of  feeling  which  a  course  so  unwise  and  untenable  is 
^Icukted  to  produce,  would  doubtless  be  greatly  aggra- 
"atedby  the  consciousness  that  Great  Britain  has,  by  order 
n  council,  opened  her  colonial  ports  to  Russia  and  France, 
lotwitlistanding  a  similar  omission  on  their  part  to  accept 
he  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  July,  1825. 

You  cannot  press  tliis  view  of  the  subject  too  earnestly 
ipon  the  consideration  of  the  British  ministry.  It  has 
teanngs  and  relations  that  reach  beyond  the  immediate 
luestion  under  discussion. 

Should  the  amount  of  our  protecting  duties  upon  the 
iroductions  of  her  colonies,  or  upon  the  manufactures  of 
he  mother  country,  be  referred  to,  in  connexion  witli 
his  matter,  you  will  be  at  no  loss  for  the  reply.  The  du- 
ies  upon  our  agricultural  productions,  when  imported 
nto  Great  Britain,  are,  beyond  comparison,  greater  than 
hose  imposed  by  the  United  States  on  the  productions 
>r  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  or  her  colonies;  and  the 
lenial  of  her  right  to  impose  duties  on  articles  the  pro- 
luction  of  the  United  States,  when  imported  into  the  co- 
onies,  in  order  to  protect  those  of  tne  colonies  them- 
elves,  or  of  the  mother  country,  was.  a  leading  and 
vowed  motive  for  the  stand  taken  by  Great  Britain 
Q  relation  to  the  colonial  trade.  This  is  a  subject 
•n  which  each  nation  must  judge  for  itself.  I^  is  one 
ipon  which,  it  is  well  known,  there  exists  g^eat  di- 
ersity  of  opinion  among  our  own  citizens,  but  in  respect 
0  which  no  stipulations  can  be  made  with  a  foreign 
*ower,  at  least  without  reciprocal  engfagements  on  the 
>art  of  such  Power— engagements  into  which  tliere  is  no 
eason  to  believe  that  tlie  Government  of  Great  Britain 
rould  at  this  time  enter.  If,  by  the  imposition  of  those 
lutici*,  the  United  States  can  secure  the  production  of 
be  same  articles  at  home,  it  is  their  right  and  tlielr  duty 
0  persevere.  If  not,  the  principal  burden  falls  upon 
lieir  own  citizens,  and  consequently  furnishes  no  cause 
f  complaint  on  the  part  of  others. 

If  the  encouragement,  by  Great  Britain,  of  her  North 
American  possessions  in  the  growth  and  production  of 
imilar  articles  to  those  with  which  we  supply  her  West 
ndia  colonies,  is  the  motive,  the  objection  is  no  less  ob- 
ions.  To  that  end,  the  parent  Government  now  exer- 
ises,  without  complaint  or  objection  on  our  part,  the 
ommon  right  of  imposing  higher  duties  on  articles  which 
re  not,  than  on  those  whidi  are,  tlie  growth  or  produce  of 
tteir  North  American  possessions;  and,  in  doing  so,  she 
xercises  to  the  full  the  right  conceded  to  all  nations,  of 
ncouragin?  home  productions  by  the  imposition  of  pro- 
acting  duties.  The  exclusion  of  one  nation  from  the 
rivilege  of  bringing  into  the  ports  of  another  articles 
iiat  come  in  competition  with  home  productions,  whilst 
lielr  introduction  is  conceded  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  is 

measure  which  cannot  find  its  justification  in  any  prin- 
iples  applicable  to  the  protective  system.     If,  however, 


the  President  should  be  disappointed  in  his  expectations, 
founded  on  these  and  other  corresponding  views  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  wishes  you  to  ask  (arequest  which  he  is  confident 
will  be  readil)r  ^^ranted)  that  you  may  be  finvored  with  an 
etirly  and  definitive  answer  to  the  propositions  you  are  au- 
thorized to  submit  He  makes  this  appeal  to  the  candor  of 
the  British  Government,  that  he  may  be  enabled  (in  the 
event  alluded  to)  to  lay  before  Cong^ss,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  the  result  of  this  over- 
ture, to  the  end  that  that  portion  of  the  capital  and  enter- 
prise of  our  country,  which  is  now  waiting  the  decision 
of  the  Question,  may  seek  other  channeb  of  employment. 

Should  your  advances  be  met  in  the  spirit  in  which  they 
are  offered,  it  will  become  important  to  conuder  of  the 
form  in  which  the  proposed  aajustment  ought  to  be  made. 

This  Government  has  heretofore  strenuously  contend- 
ed for  an  arrangement  by  treaty,  and  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain has  as  strenuously  opposed  any  other  mode  than  that 
of  separate  legislation.  The  President  is  willing  to  adopt 
either  mode.  If  the  views  of  the  British  Government  are 
now  different  in  that  respect,  and  an  arrangement  by  trea- 
ty be  acceptable,  you  are  authorized  to  conclude  it  upon 
the  principles  of  these  instructions.  In  that  event,  the 
President  relies  upon  your  known  discretion  and  intelli- 
gence, tliat  the  ortiolea  to  which  you  agpree  shall  be  in 
such  form  as  will  carry  into  full  and  fair  effect  the  views 
of  this  Government  as  now  expressed. 

If  (which  is  most  probable)  a  resort  to  mutual  legisla- 
tion is  preferred,  the  consideration  of  the  mode  best  cal- 
culated for  tlie  satisfaction  of  both  parties  will  occupy 
your  attention. 

V  That  may  be  effected  in  one  of  two  ways,  viz.  either  by  an 
order  in  council,  opening  tlie  British  ports  to  American  ves- 
sels after  a  certain  day,  in  the  event  of  Uie  United  States 
having  before  that  time  complied  with  the  conditions  of 
the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  5th  of  July,  1825,  by  open- 
ing our  ports  to  the  admission  of  British  vessels,  ana  al- 
lowing their  entry  with  the  same  kind  of  British  or  colo- 
nial produce  as  may  be  imported  in  American  vessels,  the 
vessels  of  both  countries  paying  the  same  charges;  by  sus- 
pending the  alien  duties  on  British  vessels  and  cargoes, 
and  by  abolishing  the  restrictions  in  our  act  of  1823  to 
the  direct  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  colonies — ^thus  leaving  Great  Britain  in  possession 
of  the  circuitous  trade  between  Great  Britain  proper  and 
the  United  States,  through  the  British  colonies.  Or,  the 
President  will  recommend  the  same  measures  to  Con- 
gress at  their  next  session,  on  being  assured  by  the  Bri- 
tish Government  that  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  to 
that  effect  will  lead  to  the  revocation  of  the  British  order 
in  council  of  July,  1827,  to  the  abolition  or  suspension  of 
all  discriminating  duties  on  American  vessels  in  the  British 
colonial  ports,  and  to  the  enjoyment  by  us  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  last  mentioned  act  of  Parliament. 

You  are  authorized  to  agree  to  either  mode,  but  the 
former  is,  for  many  reasons,  to  be  preferred.  ^  In  all  that 
is  said  upon  the  subject,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
President,  whatever  may  be  his  wishes,  or  the  course  he 
might  otherwise  adopt,  has  no  authority  to  move  in  the 
matter  without  the  aid  of  Congress.  The  only  laws  re- 
latjng  to  this  subject,  now  in  force,  are  the  acts  of  1818 
and  1820,  by  virtue  of  which  our  ports  are  closed  against 
the  admission  of  British  vessels  engaged  in  the  colonial 
trade.  They  do  not  confer  a  dispensing  power  on  the 
Preffldent,  and  he  has  no  such  authority  derived  from  any 
other  source. 

Some  explanatory  act,  or  a  stipulation  having  a  pro- 
spective view  to  such  provision  as  Congress  may  make, 
will  certainly  be  necessary  to  enable  the  United  States  to 
avail  tliemselvcs  of  the  privileges  offered  by  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  1825.  By  that  act  we  are  required,  as  a 
condition  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  advantages,  to  place  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain  and  her  pos- 


clxxii 


APPENDIX— To  GaUs  8f  SeatorCs  Register. 


21st  CoK».  2d  Sxss.] 


Trade  with  British  Cohmtt, 


/ 


sessions  abroad  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tion. If  it  is  meant  by  the  condition  that  the  commerce 
and  naTintion  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  her  possessions 
abroad,  shall  be  c^tuitously  and  generally  placed  on  the 
■ame  footings  with  those  of  the  most  favored  nation,  by 
granting^  to  them  privileges  which  are  allowed  by  us  to 
other  nations  for  equivalents  received,  it  would  be  wholly 
inadmisnble.  ^\ 

By  the  laws  of  both  countries,  the  vessels  of  each  ar^ 
prohibited  from  importing  into  the  ports  of  the  other 
any  other  productions  than  those  of  the  country  to  which 
such  vesaels  respectively  belong.  By  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  tnis  restriction  is  applied  only  to  those 
countries  which  apply  a  similar  interdict  to  dur  commerce. 
Almost  all  other  countries  have  excluded  it  from  their 
navigation  codes:  such  nations,  therefore,  enjoy  the  pri- 
vilege of  importing  from  any  country  upon  paying  our 
alien  duties — a  privilege  which  we  cannot  extend  to  Great 
Britain,  because  her  laws  deny  it  to  us. 

Our  discriminating  duties,  also,  have,  in  consequence 
of  arrangements  by  treaty,  been  abolished  as  to  certain 
nations,  and  their  vessels  and  cargoes  admitted  on  equal 
terms  with  those  of  the  United  States.  We  have,  more- 
over, treaties  with  Central  America  and  Denmark,  by 
which  it  is  stipulated  tliat  whatever  can  be  imported  to,  or 
exported  from,  either  country,  from  or  to  any  foreign 
place,  in  its  own  vessels,  may  be  so  imported  or  exported 
m  the  vessels  of  the  othercountry,  on  the  payment  of  the 
nme  duties.  Should  the  terms  '"  most  favored  nation" 
be  understood  by  Great  Britain  in  the  sense  I  have  refer- 
red to,  she  would  entitle  herself,  in  case  of  a  literal  com- 
pliance on  our  part  with  the  tei-ms  of  the  act  of  1825,  to 
all  those  privileges  for  her  European  navigfation  and  com- 
merce, without  reciprocating  them  to  the  United  States — 
a  privUege  she  would,  it  is  hoped,  be  too  just  to  desire, 
and  which,  certainly,  the  United  States  could  not  for  a 
moment  think  of  granting.  The  force  of  these  objec- 
tions, and  the  necessity  or  preliminary  explanations  upon 
this  head  proceeding  from  the  British  Government,  was 
virtually  admitted  by  Lord  Dudley,  in  his  reply  to  Mr. 
Gallatin's  notes  of  the  4th  of  June  and  17th  of  July,  1826; 
but  he  conndered  them  as  answered  by  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Gallatin,  that  the  President  was  willing  to  recommend 
certain  specific  measures  to  Congress,  as  a  fulfilment  of 
the  conditions  of  the  act  of  1825,  and  the  President  would 
have  adopted  them  himself  if  he  had  been  clothed  with 
authority  to  that  effect. 

The  simple  and  sufficient  reply  to  this  view  of  the  mat- 
ter is,  that  those  measures  were  proposed  by  the  United 
States,  not  as  a  strict  compliance  with  the  conditions  re- 
qxiired,  but  as  all  that  they  could  oflTer,  and  with  an  ac- 
companying declaration  that  they  fell  short  of  \^hat  the 
act  of  1825  required,  and  would  still  leave  our  commerce 
with  the  colonies  dependent  upon  the  future  dispensation 
of  the  British  Government.  The  validity  of  this  opinion 
Lord  Dudley  did  not  attempt  to  controvert. 

If  it  is  then  true  that  either  further  preliminary  legis- 
lative  acts,  or  a  prospective  stipulation  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  be  necessary,  a  previous  order  in  council 
should  be  preferred:  First.  Because  it  would  obviate  the 
two  principal  objections  stated  by  Lord  Dudley  to  her 
binding  herself  for  the  future.  Those  objections  were, 
that  the  future  course  of  Great  Britain  must,  necessarily, 
in  part,  depend  upon  the  details  of  such  act  as  .Congress 
mi^t  pass;  and  that  the  very  fact  of  making  such  a  stipu- 
lation would  be  a  departure  from  a  ground  which  their 
Government  had  taken  upon  fiill  dcLberation,  that  they 
would  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  drawn  into  any  nego- 
tiation upon  the  subject  of  the  colonial  trade,  but  claimed 
for  themselves  the  right  to  regnlate  it  by  their  own  sepa- 
rate and  independent  legislative  acts.  The  mode  pro- 
posed would  manifestly  Aviate  tiie  first  objection,  and 
avoid  the  other.     Secondly.  Because  such  an  act  on  the 


part  of  Great  Britain,  afVer  the  past  transactions  of  the 
two  Governments  on  this  subject,  could  not  fiul  to  reroore 
all  asperities  from  tlie  minds  of  our  people,  and  contri- 
bute more  ths^n  an  adjustment  in  any  other  form  to  pro- 
duce that  spirit  of  mutual  kindness  between  the  tvo 
countries  which  it  is  the  interest  of  both  to  cheri^,  tsA 
which  the  President  is  earnestly  solicitous  to  maintun. 

Assuming  that  the  step  can  be  taken  by  Great  Britain 
(as  it  assuredly  can)  without  disparagement,  the  conside- 
ration stated  would,  it  is  believed,  have  a  persuasive  in- 
fluence on  her  conduct.  In  issuing  such  an  order  k 
council,  the  British  Government  would  only  be  actznf 
upon  the  same  policy  which  it  has  in  part  already  pursced 
in  relation  to  the  Bahama  islands  and  the  island  of  Afi- 
giiiUa.  Great  Britain  revoked  her  order  in  council  ^ 
July,  1827,  as  to  those  islands,  because  it  was  reqtur?d 
by  a  due  regard  to  her  interests.  That  being  ascertaiced 
no  consideration  of  form  or  matter  of  feeling'  wasallovei 
to  interfere.  What  good  reason  can  be  assigned  wbf 
the  same  should  not  be  done  for  the  maintenance  tf 
greater  interests,  and  under  more  eligible  circumstanct*' 
Should  that  mode,  however,  be  declined,  it  is  hoped  i&a: 

the  only  remaining  one  will  be  adopted  without  hesits^t  .- 

•  •••  •••  •• 

I  will  add  nothing  as  to  the  impropriety  of  suCene^ 
any  feelings  that  find  their  origin  in  the  past  pretensnb 
of  this  Government  to  have  an  adverse  influence  upo' 
the  present  conduct  of  Great  Britain. .  Without  such  a: 
assurance  on  her  part,  your  mission,  so  far  as  relate^  'rt 
the  colonial  trade,  must  be  wholly  inopcratire.  If  tLi 
result  is  produced  by  a  real  change  of  opinion  on  the  pir 
of  the  British  ministry  with  respect  to  the  reciprocal  &d 
vantages  of  the  trade,  and  a  determination  to  exclude  t*^? 
United  States  from  it,  in  order  to  promote  her  own  ^z^- 
rests,  and  that  is  frankly  and  promptiy  avowed,  the  «  beie 
matter  will  be  at  least  intelligibly  concluded.  I^  boverer. 
they  are  not  prepared  to  take  this  ground,  but  ^r 
themselves  to  desire  that  the  United  States  aboukl,  vl  ex- 
piation of  supposed  past  encroachments,  be  driven  to  tb^ 
necessity  of  retracing  their  legislative  steps,  mTX^s^ 
knowledge  of  its  effect,  and  wholly  dependent  upc«  tk 
indulgence  of  Great  Britain,  they  cannot  be  insenssbic  c' 
the  extreme  improbability  that  any  further  measore  -a  - 
be  taken  by  Congress,  before  whom  (in  the  event  aH^jft- 
to)  it  would  probably  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Presdor 
to*  lay  the  whole  matter. 

Eactradofakiier,  dated  Sth  Jhigusty  1829,  fntm  J^.  V-- 
Btiren  to  Mr,  McLmu,  then  at  New  Fork. 

I  forgot  to  speak  to  you  upon  the  subject  of  the  y^rc 
bable  impression  that  will  be  made  upon  the  British  E-r> 
try  by  the  rumors  and  speculations  that  have  appear*- 
here  in  regard  to  the  character  of  your  instruction^.  a~* 
;to  suggest  the  importance  of  putting  them  infcnni!;. 
but  fully  and  early,  in  possession  of  your  vie»-s  upon  ti^: 
point. 

Mr,  McLane  to  the  Earl  of  Merdeau 

9,  CHAKnos  Stkist,  CATurniaR  S«.rAVE, 

DeeemUr  12,  1S2S 

My  Lord:  I  had  flattered  myself  with  the  hope  of -^ 

ceiving  before  this  time  a  decisive  answer  from  hi-  Mt 

iesty's  Government  to  the  propositions  which  1  hr^  ^ 

.honor  to  make  some  time  since  for  an  airangenient  of*-' 

;  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Atn*r"  * " 

j colonies;  but,  while  I  regret  the  delay  that  has  tai" 

place,  1  am  aware  that  it  has  hitherto  been  unavo-d*: ' 

In  the  hope,  however,  that,  al\er  the  various  convert 

|tions  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  his  Mf- " 

ty's  ministers  in  the  course  of  this  negotiation,  tbe^  r  ■ 

be  prepared  definitively  to  dispose  of  the  subject,  I  b'>* 

leave  to  make  your  lordship  the  present  coomianicat*-' 
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In  enterjne  upon  the  negotiation,  I  separated  this  from 
the  oHier  objects  of  my  mission,  and  presented  it  singly 
)efore  his  Majesty's  ministers,  that  it  might  receive  their 
^arly  consideration  and  prompt  decision,  and  that  I  might 
hereby  the  better  promote  the  views  and  wishes  of  my 
jovernment.  I  early  informed  your  lordship  of  the 
inxious  desire  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that 
Jie  question  may  be  put  immediately  and  entirely  at  rest. 
!n  this  he  is  influenced  not  merely  by  a  wish  to  liberate 
ind  give  activity  to  such  portion  of  the  capital  of  his  fel- 
oW'CitJzens  as  may  be  awaiting  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
ion,  but  also  by  the  higher  motive  of  speedily  terminating 
I  state  of  things  daily  becoming  more  prejudicial  to  the 
ricndly  relations  of  the  two  countries. 

Disclaiming,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  reply 
o  certain  observations  of  your  lordship,  all  hostility  to 
his  country  in  their  system  of  protecting  duties,  and  dis- 
jonnecting  that  system  from  any  arrangement  of  this  par- 
ticular question,  I  endeavored  to  lay  this  subject  before 
lis  Majesty's  ministers  divested  of  lul  considerations  but 
Rich  as  peculiarly  relate  to  this  branch  of  the  commerce 
jetween  the  two  nations. 

Conceiving  that  experience  had  already  proved  tlie  ex- 
sting  colonial  regulations  to  be  injurious  to  the  interests 
}f  both  countries,  the  President  was  induced  to  hope  that 
true  policy  alone  would  dispose  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
nent  to  change  them.  He  could  perceive  no  good  reason 
ft'hy  Great  Britain  should  now  refuse  her  assent  to  the 
terms  of  arrangement  which  she  herself  had  heretofore 
roluntarily  proposed;  and,  as  the  order  in  council  of  Jiily, 
1826,  ^d  not  embrace  Russia  and  Sweden,  though  both 
urere  within  the  scope  d  the  act  of  1825,  and  as  it  had 
been  subsequently  rescinded  as  to  Spain  without  equiva- 
lent, he  was  unwilling  to  suppose  that  any  unfriendly  mo- 
tive could  induce  a  pecuhar  and  permanent  exclusion  of 
he  United  States  from  participation  in  a  trade  thus  con- 
:eded  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

In  fact  it  appeared  that  a  material  alteration  had  taken 
place  in  the  colonial  system,  and  in  the  relations  between 
the  two  countries,  produced  by  the  recent  relaxation  of 
the  order  in  council  in  favor  of  Spun,  which  left  the 
United  States  the  sole  excluded  power,  and  by  the  inju- 
rious operation  of  the*  existing  regulations  upon  the 
merest?  of  Great  Britun.  It  was  not  unreasonable, 
:herefore,  to  suppose  that  the  nep'Otiation  might  be  ad- 
vantageously resumed;  that  the  British  Government  might 
3e  induced  to  rescind  entirely  their  order  in  council  of 
1826,  and  that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  might  imme- 
iJately  be  made  by  the  reciprocal  acta  o^  both  Govem- 
nents. 

In  the  course  of  my  negotiation,  however,  I  have  met 
ik'ith  dilBculties  much  greater  than  had  been  anticipated, 
rhere  were  objections  opposed  to  any  arrangement. 
\mong  these  were  the  measures  of  the  United  States  re- 
itricting  the  British  colonial  commerce  subsequently  to 
heir  failure  to  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  act  of  Par- 
liament of  1S25,  and  the  claims  to  protection  urged  by 
ihose  interests  which  are  supposed  to  have  grown  up  in 
Faith  of  the  act  of  1825,  and  the  order  in  council  of  1826. 
Indeed,  I  distinctly  understood  that  these  were  insupera- 
:)Ie  obstacles  to  any  relaxation  iu  the  colonial  system  of 
Great  Britain,  unless  some  previous  change  should  be 
made  in  the  legislation  of  the  United  States. 

With  this  understanding,  though  1  by  no  means  admit- 
ted the  force  of  these  objections,  I  deemed  it  expedient, 
n  this  state  of  the  negotiation,  to  make  the  following  pro- 
position: That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
thould  now  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  Par- 
iament  of  July  5,  1825,  by  an  express  law  opening  their 
>orts  for  the  admission  of  British  vessels,  and  by  allowing 
heir  entry  with  the  same  kind  of  British  colonial  produce 
u  may  be  imported  in  American  vessels,  the  vessels  of 
>oth  countries  paying  the  same  charges;  suspending  the 


ali^n  duties  on  British  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  abolishing 


the  restrictions  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  1823  to  the  di- 
rect intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonies;  and  that  such  a  law  should  be  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  a  revocation  of  the  British  order  in  council  of 
the  27th  July,  1826,  the  abolition  or  suspension  of  all 
discriminating  duties  on  American  vessek  in  the  British 
colonial  ports,  and  the  enjoyment,  by  the  United  States, 
of  the  aavantages  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  5th  of 
July,  1825. 

By  this  offer  on  the  part  of  my  Government,  I  hoped  to 
remove  even  the  pretence  of  complaint  against  its  mea- 
sures; and  I  trusted  that,  in  thus  throwing  open,  by  its 
own  act,  to  all  of  his  Maiesty's  subjects,  a  trade  at  present 
enjoyed  by  but  a  few,  it  would  effectually  silence  those 
partfal  interests  which,  springing  out  of  a  system  of  re- 
striction, and  depending  as  much  upon  the  countervailing 
laws  of  the  United  States  as  upon  the  regulations  of  their 
own  Government,  subsist  entirely  upon  the  misfortunes  of 
the  British  West  India  planters,  and  the  embarrassments 
of  the  general  commercial  capital  and  enterprise  of  boUi 
nations. 

In  repeating  the  proposition,  as  I  now  have  the  honor 
to  do,  and  in  renewing  my  solicitation  that  it  may  be  taken 
into  early  and  candid  consideration,  and  produce  a  prompt 
and  favorable  reply,  I  refrain  from  leading  to  further  dis- 
cussion and  delay  by  a  more  detailed  reference  to  the  va- 
rious suggestions  by  which,  in  the  course  of  the  negotia- 
tion, I  have  had  the  honor  to  recommend  it. 

Entertaining,  however,  the  conviction  1  have  heretofore 
expressed,  of  the  wasting  elfects  of  the  present  regula- 
tions upon  the  substantial  interest  of  the  two  countries,  I 
cannot  close  this  letter  without  again  remarking  that  delay 
can  only  tend  to  increase  tlie  difficulties  on  both  sides  to 
any  future  adjustment,  and  that  it  will  be  difficult  for  the 
United  States  to  reconcile  the  marked  and  invidious  rela- 
tion in  which  they  are  now  placed  with  their  idea  of  jus- 
tice, or  with  the  amicable  professions  of  this  Government. 
That  relation  involves  consequences  reaching  far  beyond 
the  immediate  subject  in  discussion,  and  of  infinitely 
greater  importance  to  the  future  intercourse  of  both  coun- 
tries than  any  value  which  the  trade  afi*ected  by  these  re- 
gulations may  be  supposed  to  possess. 

It  is  this  view  of  the  subject  which  unites  the  sympathy 
of  all  interests  in  the  United  States  with  their  commercial 
enterprise,  which  touches  the  pride  and  sensibility  of 
every  class  of  their  population,  and  which,  I  trust,  will 
make  its  due  appeal  to  the  candor  and  Uberality  of  his 
Majesty's  Government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  high 
consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 
lordship's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

LOUW  McLAKE. 

To  tlie  Right  Honorable  the 

Earl  of  Absbdxsit,  &c. 

7he  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  McLane, 

FoBxiox  Oppick,  December  14,  1829. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor, to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  formally  recording  the  desire  entertained  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  (and  previously  de- 
clared by  you  in  verbal  conferences)  for  the  removal  of 
the  existing  restrictions  on  the  intercourse  between  the 
British  West  India  colonies  and  the  United  States,  with  the 
view  of  placing  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries  on  a 
footing  more  consonant  with  the  substantial  interests  of 
both  nations,  and  with  the  amicable  relations  which  happi- 
ly subsist  between  them. 

I  shall  lose  no  time  in  bringing  the  propositions  contain- 
ed in  your  letter  under  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's 
Government.  . 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on 
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this  question,  of  which  you  are  already  apprised  of  some 
of  the  difficulties,  you  may  be  assured  that  his  Majesty's 
Government  will  enter  into  the  consideration  of  it  with  the 
most  friendly  feelings  towards  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ABERDEEN. 

Louis  McLahb,  Esq.  &c. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  McLtme. 

DXVABTKBKT   OT    StATI, 

Wtuhingtm,  December  26,  1829. 

Your  despatch  No.  5  has  been  duly  received,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  President.  From  subsequent  bu^.  unofficial 
information,  he  is  induced  to  believe  that  the  Britisli  cabi- 
net are  disposed  to  reciprocate  the  liberal  views  by  which 
he  is  himself  actuated,  by  the  adoption  of  some  just  and 
equally  beneficial  arrangement  in  reg^ard  to  the  colonial 
trade:  but  that,  for  reasons  applicable  to  their  side  only, 
they  denre  a  short  delay  before  a  final  decision  is  made 
upon  the  subject.  Connding  in  the  sincerity  of  the  pro- 
fessions which  are  understood  to  have  been  made  to  you, 
and  equally  anxious  to  remove  all  grounds  of  uneasiness 
between  the  two  countries,  tlie  President  has  directed  me 
to  communicate  to  you  his  views  in  regard  to  the  question 
of  time.  This  shall  be  done  in  the  same  frank  and  friendly 
spirit  which  characterizes  your  general  instructions  in  this 
regard,  and  which  has  left  in  them  nothing  that  requires 
concealment.  Not  foreseeing  any  difficulty  or  embarrass- 
ment to  the  British  Government  in  coming  to  a  prompt 
decision  upon  that  branch  of  the  subject  of  difference  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  you  were  instructed  to  ask  for 
such  decision  at  as  early  a  period  as  should  be  found  con- 
sistent with  perfect  respect  and  courtesy.  The  motive  of 
this  Government  for  pursuing  that  course  was  avowed  to 
consist  in  a  belief  that  no  practical  g^od  could  result  from 
a  protracted  discussion  of  matters  already  so  fully  debat- 
ed, and  in  a  desire  to  communicate  the  result,  whatever  it 
might  be,  to  Congress,  for  its  own  action,  and  the  inform- 
ation of  its  constituents.  The  explanations  wliich  are 
imderstood  to  have  been  made  to  you  by  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  British  cabinet,  are,  however,  sufficient  to  in- 
duce the  President  to  acquiesce  in  a  compliance,  on  your 
part,  with  their  wishes  in  regard  to  time,  provided  tlie  pro- 
posed delay  be  not  such  as  to  defeat  the  expressed  views 
of  this  Government  in  case  of  a  result  adverse  to  its 
wishes.  For  the  probable  length  of  the  present  session,  and 
the  period  at  which  the  President  ought  to  be  possessed 
of  the  final  decision  of  the  British  Government,  to  enable 
him  to  lay  it  before  Congress  in  due  season,  your  own 
judgment  and  knowledge  of  circumstances  may,  with 
safety,  be  relied  upon.  The  reasons  for  doing  so  at  an 
early  period  are  very  strong;  but  the  President  is  disposed 
to  content  himself,  under  existing  circumstances,  with  any 
course  which  will  enable  him  to  protect  the  interests  of 
this  country  from  the  injuries  that  might  result  from  long 
delay.  Your  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  whole  sub- 
ject  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  a  particu- 
lar consideration  of  the  measures  which  would,  most  pi-o- 
bably,  be  regarded  by  this  Government  as  proper  and  ex- 
pedient, on  our  part,  in  the  event  of  an  entire  failure  of 
the  negotiation,  ahd  enables  you  to  form  a  proper  estimate 
of  the  value  of  time  in  respect  to  the  utility  of  their  adop- 
tion. You  will  be  governed,  accoixlingly,  by  a  view  of 
all  these  circumstances,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  proposed 
delay  which  would  be  acceptable  here,  in  reference  to  the 
adjustment  of  this  important  interest.       • 

Independently  of  the  steps  necessary  and  practicable  to 
open  and  improve  new  channels  for  the  trade  which  would 
thus  be  permanently  abandoned,  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  defeating  the  interested  views  of  the  Noithern  British 


colonies  is  a  subject  which  is  earnestly  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of^this  Government. 

The  desire  so  strongly  manifested  in  tliat  quarter  to gite 
permanency  to  a  state  of  thin^  altogether  artificial  in  its 
character,  and  as  much  at  variance  with  the  repeated  »nd 
solemn  opinions  of  both  Governments  as  with  the  best  in. 
terests  of  the  two  countries,  has  excited  much  scnsibHttr 
here;  and  the  active  agency  which  that  interest  is  umkr^ 
stood  to  exercise  in  thwarting  your  efforts  to  place  oatu?^ 
on  their  only  natural  and  true  footing,  serves  gre»tly  u 
increase  that  feeling.  The  propriety  of  an  immediak 
legislative  provinon,  prohibiting,  our  trade  with  the  Can- 
das,  and  other  free  ports,  after  a  certain  day,  if  the  pr^ 
sent  colonial  regulations  of  Great  Britain  should  at  thi 
time  remain  unchanged,  is  strongly  advocated;  bat  t^ 
President  is  disinclined  to  bring  that  subject  to  the  utkt 
of  Congress  during  the  pendency  of  your  negotiation,  bt 
the  apprehension  that  the  step  might,  under  these  drcis- 
stances,  be  regpirded  as  wearing  the  appearance  of  mcnae, 
and  thus  give  an  acrimonious  character  to  a  negoti&6oB 
which  it  is  his  wish  should  be  of  the  most  kind  and  amb- 
ble  nature. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  President's  message  will  aid  the  • 
beral  views  which  the  principal  members  of  the  B:  Li 
cabinet  are  understood  to  entertain  upon  this  pdrt,  ss 
disabusing  the  mind  of  the  English  public  in  regard  to  t» 
views  and  wishes  of  this  country,  and  by  impressing  it  vii 
just  notions  of  tlie  sentiments  of  the  President.  Thert 
certainly  never  was  a  time  better  calculated  for  the  3^ 
provement  of  the  relations  between  the  two  countri»  tia? 
the  present.  The  solicitude  sincerely  felt  by  the  Pr^• 
dent  upon  this  head,  is  greater  than  the  occasion  refers' 
to  would  allow  him  to  express:  and  I  am  persuaded  tb: 
there  has  been  no  event  in  his  public  life  tliat  has  cati^i 
him  as  much  regret  as  he  would  experience  in  failing  tc 
be  instrumental  in  the  establisliment  of  the  verv  bcstut 
dcrstanding  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bnt^a- 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  aervaf.t, 

M.  VAN  BUHt.S. 

Mr.  McLane  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

9,  Chasoos  SraxsT,  Poutlahd  Flack, 

Landmiy  March  16^  \^' 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  mins'f^ 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  America.  % 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  his  11'/*- 
ty's  principal  Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiun,  t;'» 
proposition  which  he  nad  the  honor  to  submit  in  sTitrf 
on  the  12th  of  December  last,  for  an  arrangement  ot  tM 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  ArkHc^ 
colonies,  and  in  praying  for  a  decision  thereupon,  i»  •<^<^ 
enced,  not  merely  by  considerations  of  duty,  urging  ^ 
to  avoid  further  delay,  but  by  a  hope  that  the  time  alrt**f 
afforded  for  deliberation  has  been  sufficient  to  enablj  ks 
Majesty's  nMnisters  to  judge  of  the  reasonableness  of » 
demands. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  is  already  aware  that,  vhaJfTff 
may  be  the  disposition  which  his  Majesty's  GoTerexti* 
may  now  be  pleased  to  make  of  this  subject,  it  mu>t  ci^ 
cessarily  be  final,  and  indicative  of  the  policy  to  which  i 
will  be  necessary,  in  future,  to  adapt  the  commercial  re* 
tions  of  each  country.  As  the  regidations  on  the  part  « 
the  United  States  which  will  follow  the  decison  of  ti^ 
Government  can  be  adopted  by  the  Congress  alone,  it  ^ 
comes  the  duty  of  the  undersigned  to  ascertain  and  tni>* 
mit  such  decision  during  the  present  session  of  tliat  If?*'-' 
tive  body.  But,  while  the  undersigned  again  solicits  ti^ 
earliest  convenient  answer  to  his  proposition,  he  caw^ 
but  repeat  that  it  will  be  happ^  for  both  countrici  if  «>^ 
measures  shall  coincide  in  cultivating  those  liberal  pnR"^ 
pies  of  mutual  accommodation  which  arc  the  clemcntj^ 
common  prosperity  and  united  strength. 
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However  the  fact  may  be  regretted  and  condemn- 
ed by  enlightened  statesmen,  it  cannot  be  concealed 
;hat  ancient  prejudice!  and  unworthy  animosities  do  still 
inge^  among  the  people  of  both  countries^  and  the  Earl 
)f  Aberdeen  has  been  too  distinguished  an  observer  of 
ivents,  not  to  perceive  the  operation  of  those  causes  in 
bstering  a  spirit  of  commerdal  jealousy,  especially  in  re- 
ation  to  the  colonial  trade. 

It  should  be  the  desire,  as  it  is  the  interest,  of  both  Go- 
rernments  to  extinguish  these  cai^aes  of  mutual  bitterness; 
0  correct  the  errors  which  may  have  interrupted  the  bar- 
nony  of  their  past  intercourse;  to  discard  from  their  cOm- 
Dercial  regulations  measures  of  hostile  monopoly;  and  to 
idopt,  instead,  a  generous  system  of  frank  and  amicable 
ompetition. 

There  has  never  occurred,  in  the  history  of  the  two 
lountries,  a  fairer  opportunity  than  the  present  to  effect 
his  desirable  object;  and  the  undersigned  feels  pleasure 
n  remarking  the  favorable  disposition  professed  by  both 
joremments  on  the  subject.  He  hega  to  suggest,  how- 
rer,  that  this  period  of  amicable  expressions  deserves  also 
0  be  signalized  by  acts  of  mutual  concession,  which  may 
emain  to  the  people  of  both  countries  as  earnests  of  those 
iberal  relations  which  their  Governments  have  resolved  to 
ultivate.  Such  would  be  embraced  in  the  proposition 
irhich  the  undersigned  has  already  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
Bit;  namely,  that  the  United  States  should  do  now  that 
irhich  they  might  have  done  in  1835 — rescind  the  mea- 
ures  which  may  be  alleged  to  have  contributed  to  the 
(resent  evil,  and  repeal  the  laws  which  have  been  matters 
»f  complaint;  and  that  Englaml  should  assent  now  to  a 
neasure  which,  but  a  few  years  since,  she  herself  pro- 
tosed. 

The  under8i|;iied  is  unwilling  to  pass  from  this  topic 
rithout  reassurmg  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  that  it  is  from 
onsiderations  of  this  kuid  that  the  subject  derives  its 
lighest  importance  in  the  view  of  his  Government.  There 
3  no  disposition  to  deny  the  injurious  effects  of  the  exist- 
ng  regulations  upon  the  commercial  and  navigating  enter- 
prise of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  associated,  as  it 
^dently  is,  with  the  substantial  prosperity  of  the  British 
Vest  India  colonies.  Much  of  tne  injury,  however,  and 
specially  that  arising  from  the  temporary  inactivity  of  a 
tortion  of  American  capital,  might  soon  be  remedied  by 
cts  of  the  LegiHature,  opening  new  channels  for  com- 
nercial  enterprise.  But  tne  evU  most  to  be  apprehended 
»,  that,  in  recurring,  on  both  sides,  to  the  remedy  of 
egislative  enactments,  a  spirit  of  competition  might  be 
tnmediately  awakened,  which,  however  dispassionately  it 
night  commence,  would  be  too  apt,  in  a  httle  while,  to 
•ecome  angry  and  retaliating.  In  cases  of  the  kind,  as 
las  been  too  well  proved,  one  step  necessarily  leads  to 
nother,  each  tending  more  and  more  to  estrange  the  two 
ations,  and  to  produce  mutual  injuries,  deeply  to  be  de- 
lored  when  they  can  no  longer  be  remedied. 

It  is  far  from  the  intention  of  the  undersigned  to  inti- 
nate  that  the  United  States  could  be  disposed  to  complain 
f  any  conunercial  regulation  of  Great  Britain,  which,  by  a 
ystem  of  reasonable  preference,  should  consult  the  inte- 
csts  of  her  own  subjects,  provided  it  were  done  in  a  spirit  of 
mity  and  impartiality,  and  that  it  should  place  all  nations 
n  an  equal  footing.  But,  when  the  Umted  States  shall 
hink  they  have  grounds  to  consider  themselves  singled 
•ut  from^  all  other  nations,  and  made  the  exclusive  object 
f  an  injurious  regulation;  when  they  shall  imagine  it 
^veiled  at  their  prosperity  alone,  either  in  retaliation  of 
'ast  deeds,  or  for  interested  purposes-^to  secure  some 
dventitious  advantage,  or  to  encourage  a  hostile  com- 
•etition,  by  means  of  commercial  monopoly;  however 
istifiable,  in  such  case,  they  may  admit  the  regula- 
on  to  be,  in  point  of  strict  right,  they  will  hardly  be 
ble  to  refrain,  not  merely  from  complaint,  but  from  a 
ourse  of  measures  calculated,  aathey  may  think,  tp  avert 


the  intended  injiury,  though  pregnant,  perhaps,  with  con* 
sequences  to  be  ultimately  lamented. 

While  the  undersigned  would,  in  no  degree,  impur  the 
full  force  of  these  considerations,  he  would,  at  the  same 
time,  be  distinctly  understood  as  not  employing  the  lan- 
guage of  menace.  He  has  conducted  his  whole  negotia- 
tion with  an  unfeigned  and  anxious  desire  to  see  tlie 
relations  of  the  two  countries  placed  on  a  footing  equally 
advantageous  and  honorable  to  both,  as  the  only  means  of  ' 
ensuring  lasting  amity;  but,  being  profbundlv  sensible  of 
the  causes  by  which  this  desirable  object  may  be  defeated, 
he  has  framed  his  proposition  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ena- 
ble his  Majesty's  ministers  to  co-operate  in  his  views, 
without  departing  from  the  principles  of  their  system  of 
colonial  trade  and  government.  To  this  effect,  the  pro- 
position which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  submit  concedes 
to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  reflating  the  trade  with  her 
colonies  according  to  her  own  interests,  and  asks  no  ex- 
emption from  the  discriminating  duties  which  she  has 
instituted  in  favor  of  her  own  possessions.  It  invites  a 
participation  in  a  direct,  rather  than  a  circuitous  trade, 
upon  terms  which  Great  Britain  deliberately  adopted  in 
1825  as  beneficial  to  her  colonies,  and  which  slie  continues 
to  the  present  day  to  allow  to  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 
A  rejection  of  it,  therefore,  would  appear  to  result,  not 
from  any  condemnation  of  the  direct  trade,  or  any  con- 
viction of  the  impolicy  of  permitting  it  with  the  West 
India  colonies,  but  rather  from  a  determination  of  exclud* 
ing  from  it  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  alone. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  undersized  to  undertake 
here  the  difficult  task  of  minutely  recapitulating  on  paper 
the  various  sug^stions  by  which,  in  the  course  of  his 
conferences  with  his  Majesty's  ministers,  he  has  endea- 
vored to  enforce  an  arrangement  on  the  terms  heretofore 
stated.  He  trusts,  however,  to  be  excused,  if,  in  making 
this  last  application  for  an  early  decision,  be  should  recur 
to  a  few  of  the  more  leading  considerations  connected 
with  the  present  state  of  the  negotiation. 

And  here  the  undersigned  bees  leave  to  observe,  that, 
whatever  hope  he  may  have  indulged  on  this  subject  at 
any  period  of  the  negotiation,  it  has  been  founded,  not  so 
much  upon  the  expectation  of  peculiar  favor  to  the  United 
States,  as  of  a  liberal  compliance,  by  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, with  its  own  regulations,  in  allowing  the  United 
States  to  participate  in  a  trade  permitted  to  all  the  rest  of 
the  world,  so  far  as  their  participation  should  contribute 
to  the  purposes  for  which  such  trade  was,  in  any  manner, 
authorized. 

The  arrangement,  therefore,  proposed  by  the  under- 
signed, does  not  urge  upon  the  British  Government  a  de- 
parture from  what  may  be  considered  its  ordinary  colonial 
regfulations,  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  but  a  re- 
currence to  a  course  of  trade  beneficial  alike  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  and  the  colonial  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  and  which  has  been  interrupted  by  causes 
not  foreseen  by  the  latter,  and  highly  disadvantageous  to 
both  nations. 

It  was  the  hope  of  the  undersigned,  that,  if  the  interests 
of  that  portion  of  the  British  dominions  which,  in  the  sixth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reig^n,  dictated  the  regula- 
tions proposed  by  the  act  of  Parliament  of  that  year,  could 
be  subserved  by  their  adoption  now.  Great  Britain  would 
not  be  prevented,  by  any  causes  accidentally  or  improvi- 
dently  arising,  or  by  any  exclusive  policy  towards  the 
United  States,  from  renewing  now  the  offer  she  then 
made. 

The  undersigned  is  not  disposed  to  deny  tlrat  any  de- 
parture fVom  the  rigid  policy  by  which  the  colonies  are 
excluded  from  all  commercial  intercourse,  except  with 
the  mother  country,  must  be  founded  on  the  interests  of 
the  colonies  themselves,  and  it  will  be  doubtless  conceded 
that  such  was  the  object  of  the  regulations  proposed  by 
the  act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  which  were  intended  to  fur- 
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nish  the  Briti9h  West  India  islands  with  a  more  extensive 
market  for  their  productions,  and  with  the  means  of  sup- 
plying* themselves,  on  the  cheapest  terms,  with  all  articles 
of  foreign  produce  of  which  they  might  stand  in  need. 

The  act  of  1825  was,  in  fact,  a  relaxation  of  the  pre- 
vious policy,  affording'  to  the  West  India  colonies  advan- 
tages of  trade  which  they  had  not  previously  enjoyed, 
and  offering  the  benefit  of  their  commerce  to  all  the  world. 
It  will  scarcely  be  denied  that  this  relaxation  was  dictated 
by  a  wise  regard  for  the  peculiar  wants  of  those  islands. 
Abundant  proof  of  this  maybe  found  in  the  reciprocal  pri- 
vileges granted  at  tlie  same  time  to  the  other  possessions 
of  Great  Britain,  the  interests  of  which  might  be  supposed 
to  be  affected  by  these  regulations;  and  more  especially 
in  the  privileges  conferred  on  the  Northern  possessions,  of 
introducing  their  grain  into  England  at  a  fixed  and  mode- 
rate duty,  and  of  receiving  in  exchange,  and  importing 
directly  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  productions  similar  to 
those  of  the  West  India  islands;  and  also  in  the  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  the  Mauritius  sugar,  in  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  to  an  equality  with  that  on  the  West  India 
sugar. 

It  will  scarcely  be  doubted  that  these  privileges  were 
fully  commensurate  with  the  object.  Indeed,  it  must  be 
perceived  that  they  were  of  extensive  scope  and  growing 
importance,  materially  affecting  the  present  and  prospec- 
tive trade  of  the  West  India  planters.  They  conferrcd  on 
the  Northern  possessions  a  free  and  direct  trade,  not  only 
with  the  Eurooean  ports,  but  with  the  continent  of  South 
America,  in  which  are  countries  daily  increasing  in  re- 
sources, and  destined,  beyond  a  doubt,  when  the  advan- 
tages of  their  soil  and  climate  shall  be  properly  cultivated, 
to  become  rival  growers  of  the  West  India  produce. 

It  may  be  sa^ly  affirmed  that  these  are  privileges  of 
greater  magnitude  than  any  conferred  by  the  same  act  on 
the  West  India  islands;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
they  are  still  enjoyed  by  those  possessions,  constituting  a 
source  of  profit  and  prosperity;  while  of  those  for  which 
they  were  given  as  an  equivalent,  the  West  India  planter 
has  been  almost  ever  since  deprived. 

It  could  not  be  imagined  that  the  remotest  forethought 
was  entertained  of  this  state  of  things,  by  which  the  West 
India  islands  would  ultimately  be  deprived  of  their  most 
natural  and  profitable  market,  and  their  interesta  sacri- 
ficed to  the  adventitious  prosperity  of  possessions  which 
already,  in  the  privileges  heretofore  alluded  to,  and  in  the 
scale  of  discriminating  duties  provided  by  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, enjoyed  advantages  equivalent  to  any  accorded 
by  the  protecting  policy  of  Great  Britain.  Much  less 
could  the  undersigned  permit  himself  to  suppose  that  the 
act  of  1825  contemplated  any  other  objects  than  those 
wliich  it  ostensibly  imported,  or  that  those  objects  cotlld 
be  permanently  defeated  by  accidental  causes. 

The  undersigned  need  not  here  enter  into  a  particular 
defence  of  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
seasonably  to  embrace  the  offer  of  the  direct  trade  made  by 
Great  Britain  in  the  year  1825,  and  to  which  allusion  has 
so  frequently  been  made.  Whether  it  be  a  subject  more 
of  regret  or  of  censure,  it  ought  to  be  enough  that  the 
claims  advanced  in  justification  of  it  have  since  been  aban- 
doned by  those  who  made  them,  have  received  no  sanc- 
tion from  tiie  people  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they 
are  not  now  revived.  If  it  be  the  intention  of  Great  Britain 
to  perpetuate  the  present  state  of  things  from  a  belief  that 
it  18  more  for  her  interest,  she  will  require  no  warrant 
from  the  past;  and  if  she  intend  it  for  any  otlier  purpose, 
the  mistakes  of  the  past  will  not  justify  a  policy  observed 
towards  the  United  States  alone,  while  unenforced  against 
other  nations  chargeable  with  similar  neglect.  If  these 
mistakes  have  led  to  the  mutual  injury  of  both  countries, 
there  ought  rather  to  be  inspired  a  disposition  to  remedy 
such  injury,  and  to  prevent  ita  future  recurrence. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  may  be  content  to  admit 


that,  in  cc^sequence  of  the  failure  by  the  past  administnr 
tion  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  bj 
repealing  certain  restrictions  in  their  lawa  deemed  incom- 
patible with  the  interests  of  the  colonies.  Great  Britain 
thought  proper,  by  order  in  council,  to  exclude  them 
from  the  direct  trade  authorized  by  that  act.  But  it  cai^ 
not,  therefore,  be  supposed  that  they  were  thus  excluded 
because  Great  Britain  had  repented  of  the  regulations  of 
1825,  which  she  continued  to  extend  to  all  other  nations, 
thougli  some  of  them,  too,  had  neglected  the  conditiov 
of  that  act;  neither  could  it  be  supposed  that  the  import- 
ance of  a  direct  trade  with  the  United  States  had  in  uty 
degpree  diminished. 

It  is  not  a  fair  inference  from  any  measure,  neither  is  it 
avowed  on  the  face  of  any  public  document  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, that,  by  the  interdict  applied  by  the  order  in  council, 
she  intended,  permanentiy  and  unchangeably,  to  deprive 
the  United  States  and  her  West  In<^a  islands  of  the  benefii 
of  a  direct  trade,  which. had  always  been  deemed  of  the 
first  importance  to  both.  The  opposite  is  the  natural  ii:* 
ference;  and  it  is  due  to  the  character  of  Great  Britaic, 
and  to  her  knowledge  of  her  true  interests,  to  believe  tbal 
the  adjustment  of  trade  with  her  several  posacasoos  bv 
the  act  of  1825,  was,  in  her  opinion,  sakitary,  and  thatabc 
oug^t  to  secure  it  in  every  part,  and  togpve  it  more  com- 
plete  effect,  by  her  order  in  council,  the  true  intent  of 
which  was  to  exclude  the  United  States  from  the  direct  tnde 
merely  until  they  should  consent  to  engage  in  it  on  tcras 
mutually  advantageous.  It  was  thus,  whilst  her  other  posses- 
sions were  left  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  pririle^s,  Groi 
Britun  intended  to  secure  to  the  West  India  islands  tbe 
commercial  benefits  which  had  been  designed  for  tbts: 
by  these  regulations. 

Nor  are  the  answers  heretofore  given  by  this  Govern- 
ment in  the  course  of  previous  negotiations,  incompatible 
with  this  interpretation  of  the  order  in  council.     Sfxx 
applying  the  interdict  for  the  purposes  of  the  act  of  18^, 
it  was  not  unreasonable  that  the  time  of  its  remoTal  sfeaul-i 
be  adapted  to  the  same  ends.     It  might  have  been  d^- 
signed,  not  merely  to  evince  the  predilection  of  Grf  ai 
Britain  for  regulations  adopted  in  1825,  but  to  manifest  ^a 
all  other  nations  the  mutual  advantages  of  that  ctxorx  of 
trade,  and  to  yield  to  a  liberal  spirit  when  that  cfcr-c: 
should  be  produced.     The  language  of  the  late  Mr.  Cra- 
ning, and  of  Lord  Dudley,  authorizes  this  belief     Mr- 
Canning  said  no  more  than  that  the  British  GovemnerL-: 
would  not  feel  bound  to  remove  tiie  interdict,  as  a  msttcrr 
of  course,  whenever  it  might  suit  a  foreign  natioo  tc 
consider  her  measures;  implying,  surely,  tluLt,  under 
circumstances,  our  overture  would  not  be  rejected, 
the  negotiation  with  Blr.  Canning,  moreover,  the 
can  pretensions,  which,  before  that  time,  had  embarrasacid 
an  arrangement,  were  not  conceded;  and  on  that  groas«i. 
particularly,  Mr.  Gallatin's  proposition  was  then  declin'=>d 
At  the  time  of  the  negotiation  with  Lord  Dudley,  ne^btsj 
party  had  felt  the  effects  of  a  state  of  things  which  De.tJL:.^r 
had  ever  contemplated,  and  for  which  Great  Britaia   fta»d 
never,  until  then,  manifested  any  desire. 

Without  attempting' here  to  point  out  tiie  error  oft^c^-d 
Dudley's  conception  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  proportion,  the-  gti 
dersigned  contents  himself  witii  sug^g^ting  that  his  aiksrvrer 
most  particularly  referred  to  the  proposition  roerel_^    i  - 
regard  to  Uic  form  and  the  time.     It  neither  said  nor    um 
mated,  as,  had  such  been  the  intention,  it  unquestionk^^^ 
would  have  done,   that  Great  Britain  deagned,  b^    tii'r 
order  in  council,  peitnanentiy  to  abandon  the  objects  cc' 
her  act  of  1825. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  such  inference  would  t^^"  irv 
compatible  with  the  views  entertained  by  the  psTreae-a' 
ministry,  as  expressed  in  the  order  in  council  of  X  1^2^ 
gfratuitously  extending  and  continuing  to  Spain  the 
leges  granted  by  the  aot  of  1825,  which  she,  ala^ 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  Sf  Beaton's  Register. 


clxxvii 


Trade  with  British  Coiontea. 


[21st  COKG.  2d  SEBi. 


forfeited,  by  failing',  up  to  that  period,  to  comply  with  the 
conditions. 

On  no  supposition,  consistent  with  ordinary  iofipar- 
iialily  towards  a  friendly  nation,  can  this  order  be  recon- 
:ile(l,  than  tiiat  the  whole  stibject  rested  in  the  discretion 
)f  the  ministry,  to  be  changed  and  modified  at  any  time 
»'hen  they  mi^ht  deem  it  expedient. 

The  unierstgned,  therefore,  takes  leave  to  suppose  that 
he  present  state  of  things  is  new  and  unexpected  in  the 
;o]ontal  history  of  Great  Britain;  that  the  interests  and  ad- 
•antagfes  dependent  upon  it  are  adventitious,  subordinate, 
f  not  opposed,  to  the  objects  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
1825,  and  injurious  to  the  interests  contemplated  by  that 
ict;  and  that  it  was  neither  intended  to  be  produced  nor 
)crpctuated  by  the  ortler  in  council  of  1826.  He  is  in- 
liiced,  therefore,  by  these  considerations,  to  renew  his 
lope  that  the  real  purposes  of  that  order  may  now  be  ful- 
illed,  and  the  cardinal  object  of  the  act  of  1825  effectually 
)romoted. 

He  would  venture  to  ask,  moreover,  whether  those  in- 
crests  which  have  recently  sprung  up  out  of  this  adven- 
itious  state  of  things,  which  depend  upon  accidental 
.auses,  and  subsist  upon  the  sufferinfirs  of  others  more  an- 
fient  in  standing,  and  at  least  equal  in  magnitude,  have 
ny  peculi.ir  claim  to  be  upheld.  They  connected  thcm- 
teivei  witli  a  course  of  trade  subversive  of  Uie  leading 
notives  of  the  act  of  1825,  and  necessarily  temporary, 
md  which  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  convert  into  a  per- 
nancnt  arrangement,  unless  it  could  be  proved  that  it  had 
ittained,  or  was  likely  to  attain,  in  some  other  way,  all 
he  objects  contemplated  by  that  act. 

The  regulations  of  the  sixth  year  of  his  present  Majesty's 
•eign  were  not  adopted  without  reason,  or  uncalled  for  by 
he  condition  of  the  West  India  colonies.  The  improvi- 
lent  legislation  with  which  their  trade  with  the  United 
(Utes  lias  been  unhappily  restricted,  subsequently  to  the 
car  1822,  had  produced  embarrassments  which  all  ac- 
aiowlcclged,  and  which  the  measures  of  1825  proposed 
0  obviate,  by  extending  the  market  for  their  productions, 
nd  enlarging  the  means  of  a  cheap  supply. 

Such,  it  must  be  admitted,  was  the  obvious  remedy  for 
he  evil}  and,  if  their  own  picture  of  actual  distress  and 
mbarrassment  be  not  overdrawn,  the  situation  of  the 
Vest  India  planters  is  more  in  need  of  its  application  at 
resent  than  in  the  year  1825.  Seldom,  indeed,  if  ever, 
ave  tlieir  distresses  been  more  intense,  or  tlieir  supplica- 
ions  for  relief  more  urgent. 

It  is  also  true  that,  according  to  usual  custom  in  periods 
f  public  distress,  Ihc  evils  which  now  afflict  the  West 
ndia  planters  have  been  ascribed  to  causes  various  in  their 
ature,  and  not  always  consistent.  For  evils  of  general 
revalence,  however,  there  is  always  some  cause  of  gene- 
d  and  uniform  operation;  and  it  certainly  is  not  unfair  to 
fg  ic  that  the  same  circumstances  which  have  led  to  such 

calamitous  state  of  things  at  one  period,  may  lead  to 
milar  eifects  at  another;  therefore,  that  an  aggravation 
f  those  causes  which  produced  the  embarrassments  pre- 
alent  from  1822  to  1825,  may  produce  the  same,  in  a  still 
lore  oppressive  degree,  at  present,  and  may  render  them 
(Supportable  hereafter. 

That  there  u  aa  immense  reduction  in  the  value  of  colo- 
aJ  produce,  is  not  a  matter  of  conjectural  speculation. 

will  not  be  denied  that  it  has  been  taking  place  gradually 
nee  the  interruption  of  the  direct  trade,  until  it  may  be 
irmed  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  a  single  hogshead  of 
igar  are  leas,  by  ten  pounds  sterling,  than  they  were  in 
le  hwt  year. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  doubt  to  the  undersigned  tliat  the 
•tal  loss  to  the  West  India  planters  of  a  direct  trade  with 
»e  United  States,  the  most  natural  source  of  their  sup- 
ies,  and  the  roost  profitable  market  for  their  productions, 
r  enhancing  the  price  of  the  one,  and  not  merely  lower- 
g  the  price»  but  diminishing  the  quantity  of  the  other*  | 
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is  sufficient,  without  the  aid  of  other  causes  which  might 
be  cited,  to  produce  a  state  of  distress  greater  even  than 
that  of  which  they  at  present  complain. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  scarcely  need  be  informed 
that  the  consumption,  in  the  United  States,  of  West  India 
produce  is  very  considerable;  but  it  may  not  be  super- 
fluous to  state  that,  of  foreign  sugfar  alone,  it  is  certainly 
little  less  than  sixty  millions  of  pounds  per  annum;  of  fo- 
reign molasses,  it  is  not  less  than  thirteen  millions  of  gallons; 
and  of  foreign  rum,  it  is  equal  to  three  millions  and  a  half; 
and  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  present  embarrassments 
of  the  direct  trade,  the  importation  of  British  West  India 
produce  has  substantially  ceased. 

It  does  not  appear,  in  the  mean  time,  that  the  planter 
has  been  indemnified  for  his  loss  by  any  other  market.  In 
thAt  of  London,  he  certainly  has  not:  it  neither  requires 
the  surplus  produce  thus  lefl  on  the  hands  of  the  planter, 
nor  offers  him  an  equal  price  for  that  which  it  consumes. 

The  freight  to  New  York  is  one  shilling,  and  to  London 
five  shillings  per  hundred  weight;  the  difference  of  in- 
surance between  the  two  places,  also,  is  as  one  to  six  per 
cent.  The  price  of  su^r,  therefore,  ought  to  be  pro- 
portionably  higher  in  the  London  market  The  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  will  perceive,  however,  by  a  reference  to  tlic 
prices  current  of  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  London,  al- 
ready submitted  to  his  inspection,  that,  instead  of  being 
greater,  the  price  is  less  m  the  market  of  London  than  in 
that  of  the  United  States.  The  sugar  of  St.  Croix,  which 
is  of  an  inferior  quality  to  that  of  Jamaica,  is  quoted  in 
the  prices  current  of  the  United  States  at  from  eight  to 
ten  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight;  and  while 
the  price  of  nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  after  deducting 
fVeight  and  duty,  would  nett  twenty-five  shillings  sterling, 
the  prices  in  London,  it  is  believecf,  do  not  nett  more  than 
twenty-two  shillings  per  hundred  weight,  for  sugar  of 
similar  quality.  The  undersigned  begs  leave  also  to  re- 
mark, that  an  examination  of  the  same  prices  current, 
for  the  purpode  of  comparing  the  prices  of  the  lower  quali- 
ties of  sugar,  as  well  as  of  rum,  would  present  a  more  strik- 
ing disparity  in  fiivor  of  the  market  of  the  United  States. 

It  may  not  be  necessary  to  assert  the  impossibility  of 
supplying  the  West  India  blands  at  present  without  the  aid, 
directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  United  States.  If  this  were 
not  the  case,  unless  the  supplies  could  be  drawn  from 
other  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  the  undersigned  will 
not  imagine  that  there  could  beany  motive  or  pretence,  as 
between  other  nations,  to  exclude  the  United  States,  more 
especially  as  it  is  not  likely  that  any  other  nation  could 
furnish  them  on  terms  equally  advantageous. 

But  the  undersigned  may  assert  with  perfect  safety,  that, 
for  a  great  portion  of  their  principal  supplies,  especially 
flour,  Indian  meal,  rice,  boat^  staves,  and  shingles,  the 
West  India  islands  must  be,  for  a  long  time,  dependent 
upon  the  United  State*;  for  rice,  in  tact,  they  must  al- 
ways be  so.  The  proximity  of  the  United  States  and  the 
West  India  islands  to  each  other;  the  adaptation  of  their 
productions  to  their  mutual  wants;  the  capacity  of  the 
United  States  to  furnish  the  principal  articles  of  pro- 
visions, at  all  seasons,  in  a  f^esh  state,  and  by  a  ch^p 
navigation;  and,  above  all,  the  extent  and  steadfiurtness  of 
their  demand  for  the  island  production^  not  only  consti- 
tute them  the  best  customers  of  the  planters,  but  give 
them  advantages  for  such  a  trade  not  possessed  by  any 
other  nation.  Even  the  British  Northern  possessions,  if  in 
fiict  they  were  equally  capable  of  producing  the  necessary 
articles,  could  not  enter  into  competition  upon  equal  terms. 
The  physical  impediments  which,  for  at  least  half  the  year, 
embarrass  their  intercourse  with  the  islands,  compel  the 
latter,  during  that  time,  to  look  elsewhere  for  any  imme- 
diate supplies  of  which  they  may  stand  in  need.  - 

Not  to  dwell  too  minutely  on  this  point,  the  underngned 
will  content  himself  with  referring  to  the  general  course 
and  extent  of  this  trade  in  all  past  times;  to  the  value  of 
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the  supplies  uniformly  furnished  by  t})e  United  States, 
under  all  the  disadvantages  of  a  restricted  and  embarrass- 
ed intercourse;  and  to  the  vast  amount  which  is  even  now 
finding  its  way  through  indirect  and  difficult,  and  conse- 
quently expensive  channeb,  under  a  positive  and  total  in- 
terdict of  the  direct  trade.  Surely  if  other  parts,  with 
which  the  trade  is  not  merely  direct,  but  highly  favored, 
were  actually  able,  from  their  own  resources  and  produc- 
tions, tx>  furnish  these  supplies,  there  would  be  no  recourse 
for  them  to  the  United  States. 

The  undersij?ned  is  unable  to  speak  with  precision  of 
the  amount  of  provisions  and  otlier  articles  actually  sup- 
plied from  the  United  States  in  the  present  course  of  busi- 
ness. There  is  a  difficulty  in  tracing  the  trade  through 
the  numerous  channels  into  wluch  it  has  been  diverted 
from  its  natural  course.  Tabular  statements  are  not,  in  all 
respects,  full  and  accurate;  especially  when  they  relate  to 
merchandise  transported  across  tlie  frontier  lines,  and  pass- 
ing down  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Northern  possessions; 
of  such  there  being  but  little,  if  any,  account  taken  in  the 
custom-houses.  \ 

These  circumstances  render  all  conclusions  on  this  sub- 
ject more  or  less  matters  of  conjecture.  It  is  the  opinion, 
however,  of  the  most  intelligent  persons  engaged  in  the 
trade,  both  before  and  since  the  order  in  council  of  1826, 
and  an  opinion  which,  it  is  believed,  cannot  be  contro- 
verted, that  an  amount  equal  to  more  than  a  half  of  that 
heretofore  exported  through  the  direct  channels  still  con- 
tinues to  go  by  the  present  circuitous  routes.  It  has  even 
been  asserted  by  intelligent  commercial  men,  that  Jamaica 
has  not  consumed  less  of  the  flour,  and  provisions  gene- 
rally, of  the  United  States,  though  at  an  additional  and 
oppressive  expense,  than  when  the  trade  was  direct.  The 
routes  through  which  these  supplies  now  pass  comprehend 
not  merely  the  Northern  possessions,  which  have  the  soli- 
tary advantage  of  occasionally  affording  a  better  assort- 
ment of  g^oods,  but  the  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St. 
Bartholomew,  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  and  the  port  of 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba. 

It  is  believed  that  those  facts  will  be  fully  sustained,  so 
far  as  certain  official  returns  in  the  archives  of  this  Go- 
vernment, to  which  the  undersigned  has  had  access,  may 
be  relied  on.  One  of  these,  being  a  comparative  account 
of  tlie  quantity  of  provisions  and  lumber  impoi'ted  into 
the  British  West  Indies  in  the  years  1825  and  1828,  the 
undersigned  has  already  submitted  to  the  £ai*l  of  Aber- 
deen as  deserving  of  particular  attention.  It  would  ap- 
pear from  this,  that,  oi  tlie  corn  and  grain  imported  into 
those  islands  in  1825,  amounting  to  383,332  bushels, 
237,248  bushels  were  introduced  from  tli^  United  States, 
7,012  from  the  British  colonies  in  North  America,  9,249 
from  the  foreign. West  Indies,  1,584  from  foreign  Europe, 
and  the  remainder  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
islands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey;  thus  constituting  Uie 
United  States,  in  the  regular  course  of  the  trade,  the  natu- 
ral and  cheapest  source  of  supply.  It  also  appeal's  that 
in  the  year  1828,  of  the  aggregate  importation,  then  re- 
duced to  351,832  bushels,  27  bushels  only  were  inti'oduced 
directly  from  the  United  States;  but,  from  the  foreign 
West  Indies,  126,221;  from  the  British  colonies  in  Nortli 
America,  45,495;  from  foreign  Europe,  464;  and  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  &c.  172,718  bushels. 

In  1825,  there  were  imported  into  the  same  islands 
202,737  barrels  of  meal  and  flour;  of  which  the  United 
States  supplied  directly  161,568;  tlie  British  colonies  in 
North  America,  4,232;  foreign  Europe,  400;  foreign  West 
Indies,  21,090,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  &c.  15,447  bar- 
rels. In  1828,  the  aggregate  importation  of  the  same  arti- 
cles was  206,653  barrels;  of  which  the  United  States  sent 
directly  940  barrels,  and  the  foreign  West  Indies,  142,092; 
the  British  colonies  in  North  America,  36,766;  foreign 
Europe,  1,135,  and  the  United  Kingdom,  25,331. 

A  similar  result  is  more  strikingly  presented  in  the  article 


of  rice;  and  it  is  also  shown  by  the  same  account,  that,  of  tlie 
amount  of  lumber  introduced  since  the  interruption  of  (he 
direct  trade,  nearly  one-half  of  the  most  valuable  kiod^ 
which  previously  went  directly  from  the  United  States^ 
passed  through  the  foreign  West  Indies;  of  Bbinglfsooni' 
derably  more  than  one-half;  and  of  staves,  a  greater  iratnba 
were  imported  from  the  foreign  West  Indies  in  1828,  thu 
were  introduced  directly  from  tlie  United  States  in  1823. 

It  will  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  Eari  of  Aber- 
deen tliat  the  foreign  West  Indies  derive  tlieir  meacso^ 
exporting  the.se  articles  principally,  if  not  cxcIusvc't, 
from  the  United  States;  and  that,  while  the  importance  to 
the  planters  of  tbclr  direct  trade  with  tlie  latter  i;>  t:ri 
exemplifled  by  these  statements,  it  is  also  shown  that  the 
diversion  of  it  into  indirect  and  circuitous  channels  dos 
not  confer  equally  substantial  advantages  upon  the  firitiii 
Northern  colonies. 

With  tliis  view  of  tlie  subject,  the  undersigned  txko 
leave  to  ask,  why  may  not  tlicse  supplies,  whicb  out 
thus  necessarily  be  drawn  from  the  United  States,  b: 
furnished  by  means  of  a  direct  traded  It  muat  be  i^- 
mittcd  tliat  the  evils  of  the  indirect  trade  full  upca  Mm 
planters.  Among  these  may  be  considered  the  ch:ap 
of  double  freight  and  insurance,  the  expenses  of  tnib^T- 
ment,  and  the  commissions  and  duties  in  the  neutral  isiand^ 
estimated  at  iifly  per  centum  on  the  iirst  cost  of  luisber. 
and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  centum  on  provisions,  b^* 
far  as  this  estimate  relates  to  lumber,  it  is  mlly  wamni«! 
by  the  official  account  of  the  comparative  prices  of  ti^ 
article  in  Jamaica  in  tlie  years  1825  and  1828,  alreadv  9^ 
mittedto  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen;  and,  as  it  respects  pi» 
insions,  the  duty  of  five  sliillings  per  barrel  on  flour,  'ji 
in  proportion  on  other  articles,  as  completely  sustais^- 
But  to  these  evils^  great  as  they  are,  must  be  added  the  tc£ii 
loss  of  t)ie  market  offered  by  the  United  States  under  i^ 
rect  trade,  the  extent  and  advantages  of  wliich  have  alredr 
been  shown,  and  would  have  continued  for  an  iodcn^ti 
length  of  time,  if  not  interrupted  by  these  TcstnTaoBi 

It  is  true  the  cultivation  of  sugar  had  been  commcflCtii 
and  is  extending  in  the  United  States,  but  under  diinci 
ties  and  impediments  arising  from  tlie  nature  of  the  climtr, 
and  the  frequent  injury  of  the  crops  by  the  variahleQ» 
of  the  seasons.  It  has  to  contend,  also»  with  the  suferv 
ority,  if  not  the  indispensable  necesuty  of  foreign  »i|V 
for  the  purpose  of  the  refiner.  The  demand  of  thelase: 
is  steadfast  and  increasing,  being  commensurate,  notroerdjr 
with  the  consumption  of  refined  sugar  in  the  VwtsS 
States,  but  tlie  gi'owing  trade  in  it  with  all  parts  oi  tk 
world.  The  exportation  of  refined  sugar  has  abo  b^a 
further  encouraged  by  a  recent  augnientatioD  of  the  <br- 
back,  pfaicin^  it  on  an  equal  footing  with  domestic  su^' 
in  respect  to  foreign  markets.  Under  these  circumsrincOi 
while  the  direct  trade  remained  open,  there  would,  ubv 
been  said,  liave  continued  a  great  and  augroendng  <^- 
mand  for  the  West  India  sugars  for  an  indefinite  lengtlt^ 
time.  The  present  restrictions,  how^ever,  menace  tU 
planter  with  it*  total  loss,  if,  in  fact,  they  have  not  ilrttf' 
ensured  it.  In  proportion  as  they  augment  the  emban**- 
ments  and  expense  of  tlie  trade  with  the  Britiih  ^^^-^ 
India  islands,  Uiey  compel  the  United  Sutcs  to  grow  'i<* 
own  sugar,  and  act  as  bounties  to  encourage  and  in->p^^< 
its  cultivation;  or  they  induce  them  to  look  for  tbeire- 
dispensable  supplies  to  other  islands  more  liberal  in  ttf 
commercial  regulations. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  planters,  while  they  lose  a  nart^^ 
ample,  constant,  profitable,  and  contiguous*  find  i'^  '^ 
demnification  in  that  of  tlie  Northern  possessions,  w'"** 
consumption  is  comparatively  limited,  nor  in  that  m  '-- 
mother  country?  for  there,  in  addition  to  the  low  pr<<* 
already  adverted  to,  they  must  encounter  the  sugar  d  t'- 
Mauritius,  which,  being  now  placed  on  an  equality  *  - 
their  own,  lias  increased  the  amount  of  its  impoi-tatJtiJ-.  ^ 
the  course  of  five  years»  from  four  thousand  »x  1^^'^^  '^ ' 
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lo  a  little  less,  as  it  is  believed,  than  thirty  thousand  tons. 
From  this  state  of  things,  therefore,  serious  injury  arises 
to  the  trade,  both  of  the  United  States  and  cf  the  British 
West  India  islands.     So  far  as  that  injury  presses  upon 
the  latter,  it  is  confidently  submitted  whether  plenary  re- 
lief can  be  found,  as  has  been  supposed,  in  the  redaction 
of  duties  upon  their  produce,  unless  it  be  in  a  manner  to 
gfive  them  a  monopoly  in  the  liome  market  equal  to  that 
of  which  they  have  been  deprived  in  tlie  United  States;  or 
even  then,  unless  the  reduction  be  in  proportion,  not  mere- 
ly to  the  loss  of  the  market,  but  to  the  mcreased  charges 
intident  to  the  indirect  tracle  for  their  necessary  supplies. 
The  supply  of  sugar  is  already  greater  than  the  demand 
of  the  home  market;  and  the  amount  of  reduction  of  duty 
could  not  be  a  clear  gain  to  the  planter,  because  it  would 
be  also  attended  with  a  partial  fall  of  the  price,  and  his 
gain  could  be  in  proportion  to  the  latter  only.  This  mode 
of  relief,  without  a  correspondent  reduction  of  the  bounty 
allowed  to  the  refiner,  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  re- 
venue, but,  with  such  reduction,  much  more  injurious  to 
the  refiner;  and  if,  as  it  may  be  well  supposed,  one-half, 
at  least,  of  the  sugars  imported  from  the  West  Indies  are 
manufactured  for  exportation,  it  is  not  likely  that  such 
mode  of  relief  woula,  in  any  event,  be  beneficial  to  the 
planter.     It  is  suggested  with  g^eat    respect  and  defe- 
rence, that  the  more  obvious  and  natural  remedy  for  an  evil, 
which  all  must  admit,  would  be  to  remove  the  cause. 
This  would  be  done  by  cheapening  the  supplies,  and  ex- 
tending the  market  for  the  productions  of  the  islands,  and 
by  authorizing  a  direct  trade  with  the  United  States  to  a 
degree  commensurate  with  the  interests  and  necessities  of 
the  islands,  and  on  such  terms  as  arc  now  allowed,  for 
similar  purposes,  to  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  partial  application  of  a  like  remedy  produced  a  sa- 
lutary effect  from  1825  to  1826,  and,  therefore,  it  may 
well  be  presumed  that  a  more  tliorough  experiment  on 
both  sides,  at  present,  would  be  still  more  beneficial.  At 
tha.t  time,  undoubtedly,  the  British  Northern  possessions 
neither  complained  nor  had  cause  of  complsunt;  still  less 
can  any  such  cause  have  arisen  since,  as  their  monopoly 
of  the  direct  trade,  instead  of  relieving,  has  only  aggra- 
%'ated  the  sufferings  of  the  planters! 

n  has  been  stated  to  the  undersigned,  however,  as  the 
opinion  of  Great  Britain,  that,  while  devising  mca.sures 
for  the  relief  of  the  West  Indies,  it  is,  at  the  same  time, 
indispensably  necessary   to  consider  the  claims  of  the 
Northern  possessions  to  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
certain  accidental  advantages.     Though  the  undersig^ied 
hy  no  means  admits  the  justice  of  these  claims,  he  would 
observe,  that,  if  they  are  to  receive  protection,  it  ought, 
at  least,   to  be  effected  in  some  way  not  inconsistent  with 
the  meditated  relief  of  the  planters.     This  might  be  don« 
by  g^ranting  greater  facilities  for  the  introduction  of  the 
produce  of  the  Northern  possessions  into  the  mother  coun- 
try— a  measure  which  would*  not  merely  benefit  them,  but 
would  ensure  important  advantages  to  Great  Britain,  by 
increasing  her  reventie,  and  augmenting  and  perpetuating 
the  consumption  of  her  manufactures  in  those  possessions. 
But  the  proposition  does  not  go  to  exclude  the  produc- 
tions  of  the  Northern  colonies,  or  even  to  expose  them 
without    protection  to  a  competition   with  those  of  the 
United   States.     It  supposes,  on  the  contrary,  that,  as  far 
as  tiie  former  are  capable  of  producing  the  articles  in 
demand,  a  fair  preference  is  already  secured  to  them  in 
the   West  India  market  by  the  scale  of  duties  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  1825,  and  fully  commensurate,  consistently 
with  the  interests  of  the  planters,  with  that  object.    That 
scale  could  only  prove  insufficient  if  the  capacity  to  produce 
did  not  exist,  or  should  depend  for  its  existence  upon  an 
exclusive  monopoly  ruinous  to  all  other  interests. 

It  is  not  for  the  undersigned,  therefore,  to  object  to  that 
scale  of  duties  as  regulated  by  the  act  of  1825,  though  it 


possessions  of  Great  Britun  l^n  equal,  or  even  a  better 
chance  in  tlie  West  India  market;  but  he  requires  tliat  the 
United  States,  as  far  as  they  are  capable  of  supplying  its 
wants,  may  be  permitted,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
world,  to  contribute  supplies  by  a  direct  trade,  and  that 
they  may  be  the  carriers  of  such  of  their  own  productions 
as  are  indispensable  or  highly  necessary  to  the  planters. 
That  the  Northern  possessions  have  an  interest  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  the  undersigned  does  not  mean  to 
deny,  nor  particularly  to  state.  It  is  sufficient  for  him  to 
repeat  what  has  been  already  remarked,  that  the  interests 
which  have  grown  up  in  that  quarter  are  adventitious  in 
their  character,  and  subordinate  to  all  the  great  considera- 
tions connected  with  this  subject.  They  may  be  of  some 
importance  in  themselves,  and  yet  there  may  be  views  of 
higher  moment  and  grander  scope,  to  some  of  which  allu- 
sion has  already  been  made,  before  which,  in  every  sense, 
they  ought  to  give  way. 

It  will  be  difficult  to  maintain  the  propriety  of  the  claim 
by  the  Northern  possessions,  that  they  should  be  secured 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  direct  trade  with  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  that  it  should  be  denied  to  other  possessions  of 
Great  Britain,  to  whom  it  is  more  necessar}'. 

Of  the  capacity  of  the  British  West  Indies  to  supply 
with  their  productions  all  tlie  demands  of  the  Northern  co- 
lonies, there  can  be  no  doubt;  yet  those  colonies,  W  a  di- 
rect trade,  may  introduce  similar  productions  from  foreign 
countries.  Why,  then,  may  not  the  British  islands  be  per- 
mitted by  the  same  medium  to  introduce  those  articles 
which  the  Northern  possessions  cannot  supply,  and  for 
which  they  are  dependent  upon  others?  If  the  Canadian 
may  import  from  foreign  countries,  by  a  direct  trade,  mer- 
chandise of  which  he  is  not  in  need  for  his  own  subsistence, 
and  which  he  may  procure  from  other  colonies  of  Great 
Britain,  why  may  not  the  West  Indian  receive  from  the 
United  States  in  the  same  direct  manner  that  which  is 
indispensably  necessary  to  him,  and  which  none  of  his 
Majesty's  colonies  can  supply? 

The  undersigfied  does  not  pretend  to  state,  since  he  is 
unable  to  obtain  the  information  requisite  to  enable  him  to 
state  with  accuracy,  the  precise  proportion  which  the  pro- 
ductive capacity  of  the  Northern  possessions  bears  to  the 
wants  of  the  West  India  islands.  It  is  the  general  opinion 
that  the  productions  of  those  possessions,  especially  corn 
and  other  bread  stuffs,  but  little  exceed  the  quantity  re- 
quired for  their  owii  consumption;  and  that  the  amount  of 
those  articles,  and  even  of  lumber  exported  by  them  to 
the  mother  country,  the  West  Indies,  and  to  other  parts, 
is  derived  principadly  from  the  United  States,  and  from 
some  ports  of  Europe.  This  opinion  would  seem  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  state  of  tlie  trade  between  those  posses- 
sions and  the  United  States,  and  by  the  encouragement 
given  heretofore,  and  at  present,  by  low  duties,  to  the  in- 
troduction into  th^ir  ports  from  the  latter  of  most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  foregoing  ailicles. 

The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  tlie  British  Ame- 
rican colonies  consist  principally  of  flour,  meal,  Indian 
corn,  wheat,  ship  bread,  rice,  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  butter, 
and  lumber;  amounting  annually,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  prear,  to  from  two  and  one-half  and  three 
and  one-half  millions  of  dollars,  and  little  inferior  in  value 
to  the  aggregfate  exports  from  the  United  States  to  the 
British  West  India  islands  in  an  open  trade. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  has  already  inspected  the  official 
tables  of  the  exports  of  domestic  articles  from  the  United 
States  during  the  year  1827;  and  tliough,  for  purposes  of 
comparison,  similar  tables  for  1828  would  be  more  pre- 
cise, it  is  believed  they  would  not  (fiminish,  if  they  did  not 
add  to  the  weight  of  those  of  1827.  From  this  statement, 
and  a  recurrence  to  the  account  already  explained,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  amount  of  produce  passing  down  the  St. 
Lawrence,  of  which,  as  has  been  observed,  little,  if  any. 


must  be  allowed  to  give  the  productions  of  the  Northern  account  is  taken  in  the  United  States,  the  Earl  of  Ab*><> 


clxxx 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  Sf  SeatorCs  Register. 


21st  Cong.  2d  Sxss.] 


Trade  with  Britidh  Colonies. 


cleen  will  perceive  that,  afler  a  full  experiment  of  the  ad- 
vantages afforded  to  the  British  Northern  colonies  bj  the 
present  course  of  trade,  they  are  in  fact  dependent  upon 
the  United  States  for  considerably  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  their  exports  to  the  British  West  Indies. 

By  these  statements,  it  appears  that,  in  1828,  the  British 
Northern  colonies  exported  to  the  British  West  India 
islands  45,495  bushels  of  corn  and  grain,  and,  as  far  as  the 
trade  in  1827  may  be  considered  indicative  of  that  of  1828, 
they  received  from  the  United  States  88,456  bushels  of 
the  same  articles;  that,  of  flour  and  meal,  they  received 
from  the  United  States  136,770  barrels,  and  exported  to 
the  West  Indies,  only  3^,766;  and  that  a  like  proportion  is 
observable  in  the  ai'ticles  of  ship  bread,  and  biscuit,  and 
rice.  Of  lumber,  the  official  taples  of  the  United  States 
are  not  supposed  to  afford  any  satisfactory  account;  and,  in 
respect  to  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  the  British  statement  is 
silent;  though  it  will  probably  be  conceded  that  the  sup- 
plies of  the  latter  articles  are  principally  from  the  United 
States. 

On  looking  to  the  large  amount  of  importations  from 
the  United  States  by  the  British  Northern  colonies,  the 
comparatively  small  exportation  from  the  latter  to  the  Bri- 
tish West  Indies  cannot  escape  observation.  I'hat  these 
islands  require  much  more  than  the  quantity  furnished 
them  by  the  North,  is  shown,  not  only  by  the  table  of  their 
direct  trade  with  the  United  States,  but  by  the  amount 
furnished  at  present,  under  all  the  pressure  of  the  dis- 
criminating duties,  from  the  foreign  West  Indies.  It  i^  a 
matter,  in  fact,  that  4qcs  not  admit  of  a  doubt.  That  the 
Northern  coloniea  do  npt,  under  tl^se  circumstances,  send 
more  of  the  produce  received  by  them  from  the  United 
States,  must  be  either  because  a  great  part  of  it  is  absorb- 
ed by  the  demands  for  the  home  consumption,  or  that  it  is 
necessary  for  their  export  trade  with  other  parts  of  the 
world.  The  first  cause  satisfactorily  evinces  the  incapaci- 
ty of  those  possessions,  even  under  their  present  advan- 
tages, to  augment,  in  any  considerable  deg^'ee,  their  own 
productions;  the  last  does  not  merely  evince  this,  but  ma- 
nifests more  strikingly  the  inexpediency  of  their  claim  to  a 
monopoly  of  the  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  United  States,  upon  whose  productions  tliey  are 
themselves  dependent,  not  only  for  their  trade  jwith  the 
West  Indies,  but  also  for  tliat  with  the  mother  country, 
and  with  the  foreign  European  ports. 

If  these  facts  should  be  considered  as  requiring  further 
confirmation,  it  may  be  found  in  tlic  testimony  of  several 
of  the  most  intelligent  inhabitants  of  the  Northern  colo- 
niea, taken,  in  1826,  before  the  select  committee  on  emi- 
gration, by  which  it  appears  that,  at  that  period,  and  pre- 
viously. Lower  Canauadid  not  supply  any  flour  suited  to 
the  West  India  market;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  exports 
of  the  Upper  Province,  not  exceeding  40,000  barrels, 
were  disposed  of  in  tlic  ports  of  Newfoundland,  New 
Brunswick,  and  Halifax,  and  Were  insufficient  for  their 
wants;  that  Quebec  depended,  in  a  great  degree,  for  pro- 
visions, upon  the  supplies  furnished  by  the  United  States; 
and  that  Canada,  at  the  time,  found  the  utmost  difficulty  In 
subsisting  her  own  population.  It  was  further  stated  In 
that  testimony,  that  **  there  was  not  sufficient  corn  grown 
in  Upper  Canada  to  induce  any  foreign  market  to  deal  with 
them;  and  that  it  would  be  extremely  desirable,  for  some 
vears  to  come,  to  introduce  American  flour  into  tlie  Cana- 
das,  in  order  to  make  up  their  deficit  for  the  supply  of  llie 
West  Indies:*'  that,  in  fact,  tlieir  own  supply  to  the  West 
Indian  merchant  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  **  that  they 
formed  a  very  secondary  consideration  in  his  estimation." 
One  of  the  persons  examined  on  that  occasion,  a  legislative 
counciror  of  Lower  Canada,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  and  as 
one  which  he  thought  would  be  taken  for  granted,  that 
the  provinces  of  the  two  Canadas  would  not  be  able,  from 
their  own  produce,  to  supply  a  single  barrel  of  flour  to 
the  Wfbt  Indian  market  for  the  ne\t  twenty  years.    With- 


out presuming  that  any  of  these  opinions  are  in  all  respects 
accurate,  but  making  ever^  allowance  for  the  cbaiacttT 
of  such  answers,  which,  if*^  in  any  degree  erroneous,  art 
hkely  to  err  in  favor  of  the  Canadas,  it  may  be  safely  and 
confidently  assumed  that  the  Northern  poasesaons  do  net 
now,  and  cannot  for  a  great  number  of  years,  bowei-er 
they  may  be  favored  and  encouraged^  produce  the  requi- 
site supplies  for  the  West  Indies.  They  must  rely  upon 
other  sources,  and  principally  upon  the  United  States,  nit 
merely  to  furnish  the  deficiency,  but  as  consamers  of  tUe 
West  India  produce.  To  this  extent,  and  for  these  piL'- 
poses,  the  proposition  of  the  undersigned  asks  for  a  dirtct 
mtercourse.  The  undersigned  would  here  observe,  mc-e- 
over,  that  the  Northern  colonies  offer  as-lit  tie  advantage 
in  their  demand  for  the  produce  of  the  British  West  IiKi.: 
islands,  as  in  their  capacity  to  furnish  supplies.  He  ;> 
aware  of  the  erroneous  supposition  that  the  United  State*, 
in  their  direct  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies  bcretofi  rr. 
did  not  take  so  much  of  their  produce  as  of  specie,  to  be  :>> 
vested,  as  it  was  imagined,  in  the  produce  ol* other  islar;d-. 
So  far,  however,  as  it  may  be  thought  to  argue  an  ud^ 
vorable  course  of  trade  between  the  United  States  axe 
tliose  islands,  he  may  confidently  rely  for  its  refutatton,  r/: 
only  upon  its  obvious  improbability,  but  upon  the  pasf, 
and  even  the  present  course  of  the' trade. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  restrictions  by  which  the  trSrde  c/ 
the  United  States  with  the  British  M'est  Indies  has  been  st 
frec^uentfy  embarrassed,  offered  peculiar  inducements  ts 
the  nnportation  of  specie;  but  on  thi$  head  the  unders-gix<! 
may  venture  to  affirm  that  the  amount  of  specie  has  nit.  :*. 
any  period  of  the  direct  trade,  exceeded  much  more  tLi- 
one-fourth  of  the  importation  into  the  United  Sta'.fs 
through  those  islands. 

Without  stopping  to  detect  the  error  of  supposing  s-7 
thing  unfavorable  to  the  general  result  of  trade  frota  tU 
exchange  of  specie  for  produce,  which  Lord  Abtrdotr.  j 
aware  is  a  natural  occurrence,  incident  to  commerce  is  '- 
parts  of  the  world,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  obscr^  e  thai,  *> 
the  advantages  of  the  direct  trade  to  the  West  India  pl^*^** 
were  never  doubted,  it  may  fairly  be  inferred  that  tl»:  ei 
changes  were  mutually  made  in  the  most  profitable  med  • 
um.     That  specie  was  occasionally  received  for  paj":  of !' : 
supplies  furnished  by  the  United  States,  need  not  b..'c  - 
nled;  which  would  prove,  only,  that,  from  the  gentraJ  r  - 
suit  of  their  traffic  with  other  parts,  the  West  India  flar: 
trs  were  enabled  to  deal  more  profitably  in  specie  ;tr  \  t 
produce  of  the  United  States — ^thus  affording' add^ticx* 
illustration  of  the  mutual  advantage  of  their  int«rrcti:r>  - 
But  the  undersigned  takes  leave  wholly  to  doubt  tt»t  >i  .- 
cle  was  so  taken  i'uv  the  purpose  of  being  invested  in  >" 
lar  articles  in  the  foreign  Islands. 

Unless  an  occasional  instance  of  the  kind  has  beta  ;^> 
duced  by*  the  pressure  of  those  restrictions  which   :  .- 
now  proposed  to  abolish,  the  occurrence  of  it  wolK.  -t 
g'ue  in  the  merchant  tlic  unaccountable  folly  of  subsr  * 
ting  to  a  prolonged  voyage,  l)ut  reduced  frcigiit,  a  .j:  *" 
the  other  disadvantages  of  a  circuitous  trade,  in  tiie  feircl: 
afler  commodities  which  lay  ready  at  hand,  and  whkrh  b*- 
mlght  convey   imniedlivtely  to   his  market  by  a  dr^c: 
voyage,  and  at  a  better  freight. 

It  will  doubtless,  however,  occur  to  Lord  AbtrJt    ' 
that,  wliatever  may  have  been  the  course  c  r  nature  of  tL 
exchanges  in  a  direct  trade,  tliey  were  not  merely  ad»j^*  - 
to  the  necessities  of  the  paities,  but  aie  not  hkely  to  l 
improvcd  under  the  embarrassments  of  an  indirect  tr&n 
or  that  more  produce ,  and  less  specie  would  pw*  •  " 
through  the  ciicultous  than  the  direct  channel. 

Though  the  Northern  colonies  may  become  the  cor 
riers,  they  do  not  tliereby  become  the  consumers,  cxn  ^ 
to  a  limited  extent,  of  the  West  India  produce.    1  - 
capacity  to  consume  in  produce  the  value  of  all  suf f'  «^ 
can'ied  by  them  to  the  West  Indies,  or  even  of  ifcif  ^'" 
gt)ing  from  the  United  Stjitcs,  will  not  be  ascrtecJ  «**:- 
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therefore,  it  is  not  perceived  how  such  produce  can  be 
received  by  them,  unless  from  a  reliance  on  the  consump- 
tion of  it  in  the  Unitvd  States,  or  other  foreign  parts.    In- 
deed, in  some  of  the  official  and  other  statements  furnished 
by  those  provinces  to  the  British  Government,  the  advan- 
tages of  a  free  transit  of  American  flour  through  the 
Northern  possessions  are  ar^ed  from  the  expectation 
that  tliose  districts  in  the  United  States  which  furnish  the 
flour  will  receive  from  the  Canadians  foreign  produce  in 
barter!    Not  to  advert  to  the  complete  annihilation  of 
such  expectation  by  an  interdict  of  the  supply  through 
such  a  channel,  it  must  be  obvious  that  the  United  States 
will  pot  take  more  produce  or  less  specie  under  the  em- 
barrassments of  an  indirect  intercourse.     It  is,  on  the 
contrary,  reasonable  to  infer  that,  in  such  case,  for  the 
more  bulky  articles  of  West  India  produce,  they  would 
be  led  to  rely,  in  a  still  greater  degree,  upon  foreign 
islands,  with  augmented  facilities)  and  that  they  would 
require  specie  in  return  for  that  portion  of  their  supplies 
passing  through  the  Northern  colonies;  thereby  increas- 
ing rather  titan  diminishing  the  drain  of  that  article,  so  far 
as  it  may  be  supposed  to  be  aflected  by  those  regulations. 
The  undersigned  would  beg  leave  further  to  observe, 
that  a  refusal  of  the  proposition  which  he  has  had  the 
honor  to  make  can  have  no  other  obvious  pretence  than, 
by  means  of  a  monopoly,  to  give  a  forced  growth  to  the 
productions  of  the  Nortliern  possessions,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  compel  the  carrying  of  the  produce  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  the  British  West  Indies  through  their 
ports! 

The  vei-y  necessity  of  a  monopoly  to  effect  such  a  pur- 
pose, however,  clearly  points  out  the  difficulties  of  pro- 
duction, and  the  embarrassments  of  such  a  course  of  trade, 
and  shows  the  losses  and  distresses  to  which  the  planter 
must  be  subjected  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time. 

It  is  by  no  means  certain,  however,  that  these  objects 
are  consistent  with  each  othei,  and  that  the  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the  productions  of  the  United  States  through  the 
Northern  ports  would  not  as  eilectually  discourage  the 
productions  of  those  possessions  as  the  direct  trade,  and 
m  this  w&y  perpetuate  the  monopoly.     Such  a  result  is 
shown  to  be  mure  than  pro!)able  by  tl:e  foregoing  obser- 
vations, and  by  tlie  official  statements  to  wliich  they  ap- 
ply.    But  it  is  perfectly  certain  that,  if  this  monopoly 
should  have  the  intend  d  effect  of  fostering  the  growth 
«n   Canada  of  the  Articles  required  for  the  West  India 
market,  it  woulel  also  have  the  effect  of  impelling  the 
United  States  to  the  cultivation  within  themselves  of  the 
articles  for  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  elopcnd 
upon   the  Wci^t  Indies,  and  consequently  of  diminishing 
tlieir  elemar.d  for  those  arlicUs.     The  abJity  of  tlie  North 
to  supply  the  planter,  therefore,  wouM  be  attemlcd  uitli 
the  lobs  to  the  latter  of  the  means  of  purchasing  tlie  supply. 
The  reasonable  duty  ijroposeel  by  the  act  of  1825,  even 
without  the  aid  of  the  addUional  privile'g(;s  to  which  the 
unelcrsigned  has  heretofore  )>j*esumed  to  allude,  by  gra- 
dually and  reciprocally  developing  the  resources  snd  the 
means   of  consumption  of  the  Northern  posbCssiouF,  by 
providing  a  neccbsary  revenue- for  the  planteis,  and  in 
the    interim   i^ff'oiding  them    an   advantageous    market, 
would  be  much  more  cff  ecltinl  in  attaining  idl  rational  and 
desirable  ends. 

Frciii  an  impartial  view  of  all  the  considerations  inyolv- 
cel  !n  the  sul)ject,  may  not  such  a  course  be  deemed  wor- 
thy at  least  of  an  experiment?  Whetlier  wc  regarel  the 
g^enerul  deductions  of  argument,  or  the  series  of  indis- 
putable facts  arising  out  of  the  course  of  trade  before  and 
Siiice  the  order  in  council  of  1826,  it  can  scarcely  be  de- 
nied that  the  present  sti\te  of  things  luis,  thus  far,  pro- 
duced greater  injury  to  the  British  West  Indies  than 
benefit  to  tlie  British  Noithern  possessions;  and  that  the 
re-f^Iartions  of  the  act  of  1825  would  be  extremely  bene- 
Jic  al  to  the  planteis,  if  indeed  not  absolutely  remedial  of, 


their  great  distress,  will  not  be  questioned.  Erom  a  re- 
currence to  those  regulations,  therefore,  much  positive 
good  is  certain  to  arise;  whereas  the  injury  apprehended 
to  others  exists  only  in  conjecture,  can  be  ascertained 
only  hy  experience,  and  may  always  be  remedied  by  the 
protecting  measures  of  Great  Britain.  *  It  would  appear, 
therefore,  to  the  undersigned,  not  merely  courteous  to 
the  United  States,  but  just  to  the  various  possessions  pf 
Great  Brita?n,  to  recur  to  the  expedient  of  trying,  under 
the  favorable  legislation  of  both  countries,  die  real  udlity 
of  the  adjustment  of  1825. 

If  the  encouragement  of  the  Northern  productions  be 
not  sufficient  in  its  results  to  justify  the  permanent  exclu- 
sion of  those  of  the  United  States  from  the  British  West 
India  islands,  it  is  equally  unreasonable  to  insist  that  the 
latter  and  the  produce  of  the  islands  shall  be  carried  cir- 
cuitously  through  the  Nortliern  ports,  at  a  loss  to  the  pro- 
ducer. The  present  demand,  in  addition  to  the  indemni- 
ties actually  enjoyed  by  the  Northern  ports,  strips  the 
West  India  planter  ftf  every  advantage  intended  for  liim  , 
by  the  act  of  1825,  taking  from  him  not  merely  the  gene- 
ral benefits  of  a  direct  ti-ade,  but  at  the  same  time  depriv- 
ing him  of  the  revenue  provided  for  the  support  or  the 
local  Government.  That  the  productions  sent  through 
the  Canadas  are  not  cheaper  in  the  West  Indies  than  those 
going  through  other  ports,  is  shown  by  the  fact,  already 
made  apparent,  that  a  very  important  part  of  their  supply 
is  carried  in  the  latter  way,  and  especially  through  the 
Danish  islands;  but,  as  no  duty  is  collected  on  that  com- 
ing from  the  British  possessions,  the  planter,  on  liis  paying 
the  same  price  as  for  that  charged  with  a  duty,  must,  in 
addition,  make  up,  by  some  other  means,  tlie  loss  to  his 
revenue. 

It  is  at  such  sacrifices  of  public  con^derations,  anel  of 
important  interests  of  Great  Britain  herself,  that  the  pre- 
sent claim  is  made,  of  forcing  the  trade  of  the  Umted 
States  with  the  British  West  India  islands  through  the 
Britisli  Northern  possessions. 

The  undersigned  might  here  ask  the  question,  whether 
advantages  like  these  now  claimed,  uncertain  and  con- 
tingent as  they  must  necessarily  be,  deserved  to  be  chc- 
lished  at  the  risk  which  must  eventually  attend  them?  Are 
they  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  justify  the  encouragement 
of  a  spirit  of  jealousy  between  two  neighboring  nations, 
M  hose  prosperity,  it  is  admitted,  would  be  best  promoted 
by  mutual  good' will,  or  the  so\Ving  in  the  population  of 
these  Northern  possessions  tlie  seeds  of  commercial  hos- 
tility, which  m»y  produce  roote  of  bitterness  difficult  to 
beeradicateel? 

The  unders'gneel,  however,  hopea  to  be  excused  for 
asking  Lord  Aberdeen  to  consider  whetlier  this  claim  be 
not  as  dfficult  of  attainment  in  fact,  as  it  is  of  justificr- 
tion  in  reason. 

That  the  United  States  may  be  prevented  from  enjoy- 
ing a  direct  trade  with  the  British  West  India  islands,  is 
not  to  be  questioned;  but  it  dees  not  follow  that  they  can 
be  compelled  to  carry  on  the  indirect  trade  through  the 
British  Northern  possessions  in  preference  to  the  otlier 
ports,  and  in  opposition  to  tlie  interest  and  inclinations  of 
the  American  people.  To  ensure  a  continuance  of  such 
a  ccnstniined  state  of  things,  would  require  a  far  greater 
degree  of  fiivor  than  Great  Britain  gives  to  those  posses- 
sions at  prcscn*,  or  could  give  at  any  time,  without  effect- 
ing the  ruin  of  her  West  India  planters. 

The  present  course  of  trade  through  tliose  colonies,  in 
fact,  owes  its  existence,  in  a  gi-oat  measure,  to  the  tolera- 
tion ani  forbearance  of  the  United  States.  They  have 
submitted  to  it  for  the  n  oment,  in  the  expectation  that  the 
regulations  of  the  order  of  1826  wt^re  meiely  temporary, 
and  would  \  ield,  in  due  time,  to  a  liberal  regard  to  the 
general  interests  of  commerce.  But  when  Great  Britain 
shall  avow  the  intention  permanently  to  exclude  the 
United  States  fi-om  the  direct  trade  with  her  West  India 
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islands,  and  to  compel  the  interchange  of  their  products 
to  pass  through  her  Northern  possessions,  for  the  purpose 
of  creating^  or  sustaining  rival  interests  in  that  quarter,  it 
will  then  be  for  the  United  States  to  decide  whether  their 
indirect  trade  may  not  be  more  profitably  conducted 
through  other  channels. 

So  entirely  depemlcnt  are  the  Northern  possessions  up- 
on the  will  of  tlic  United  States  for  the  advantages  which 
they  now  enjoy,  that  a  simple  repeal  of  the  restrictions 
alluded  to  in  the  proposition  which  the  undersigned  had 
the  honor  to  submit,  if  the  United  States  could  be  sup- 
posed so  entirely  unmindful  of  their  navigation  interests 
and  enterprise,  as  to  make  it,  without  any  act  on  the  part4-  But,  in  addition  to  the  general  disfavor  with  which  in 
of  Great  Britain,  would  effectually  destroy  their  monopoly,  expectation  of  benefit  from  a  contraband  tndc  shouH  b-. 


cmiragement  or  countenance  from  its  measures  and  pc- 
licy. 

If  no  other  motive  opposed  the  adoption  of  such  ui  al- 
ternative. Great  Britain  would  find  a  sufficient  one  in  the 
certainty  that,  however,  for  the  moment,  it  might  mirii- 
ter  to  the  jealousy,  or  appear  to  favor  the  interests,  of  ber 
subjects  in  the  colonies,  it  would  eventually  produce  the 
most  baneful  effects  upon  their  morals  and  their  habiu. 
Thus  corrupted,  tlie  skill  and  hardihood  acquired  in  etxl- 
ing  and  transgressing  the  laws  of  a  neighboring  coontir, 
would  afterwards  be  practised  against  those  of  their  en 
Government. 


And,  moreover,  if  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  or  pro 
per  to  aim  measures  at  tlicsc  provinces  alone,  the  permis- 
sion of  a  direct  trade  from  the  ports  of  the  Unite<l  States 
to  the  British  islands,  in  British  vessels,  other  than  those 
owned  in  the  Noilhern  ports,  would  not  only  break  up 
the  existing  trade  in  that  direction,  but  would  forever 
blight  even  the  imaginary  prospects  of  future  production. 
The  advantages  to  the  United  States,  however,  of  em- 
ploying their  own  navigation  in  a  part,  at  least,  of  the 
trade— of  enlarging  and  conciliating  their  interests  in  the 
colonies  of  France,  Spain,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  and, 
by  reciprocal  accommodations,  of  gradually  increasing  the 
niarket  in  those  parts,  botli  for  demand  and  supply,  would 
powerfully,  if  not  irresistibly,  tempt  their  trade  into  those 
channels.  Indeed,  the  official  returns  heretofore  explain- 
ed, sufficiently  show  that  it  has,  in  fact,  been  already  in- 
vited thither,  in  a  considerable  degree,  by  advantages 
which  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  augment,  until  the  com- 
modities could  be  introduced  as  cheap  as  those  of  Great 
Britain,  unless  the  latter  should  be  protected  by  a  higher 
scale  of  duties  than  was  contemplated  by  the  act  of  1835, 
and  one  beyond  the  ability  of  the  planters  to  endure. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  do  the  undersigned  the  jus- 
lice  to  believe  that,  in  discussing  the  contingent  policy  of 
the  two  countries  in  the  arrangement  of  then*  commercial 
enterprise,  he  holds  forth  no  apprehended  event  with  a 
view  to  intimidate,  or  through  a  desire  that  it  may  take 
place.  He  will  also  perceive  that  the  measures  last  al- 
luded to  would  not  necessarily  imply,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  either  resentment  or  retaliation;  but  would 
be  resorted  to  as  the  system  of  commercial  regulation  cal- 
culated, under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  give  the 
best  direction  to  an  important  branch  of  their  enterprise. 

To  such  extent  they  would  be  altogether  practicable, 
and  might  be  supposed  indispensably  neccs-wry.  They 
might,  indeed,  from  the  natural  tendency  of  such  mea- 
sures, and  the  peculiar  influence  of  events,  and  in  the 
total  loss  of  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  Nortliern  possessions. 

In  such  a  view  of  the  subject,  though  the  undersigned 
will  not  here  undertake  to  pronounce  upon  the  value  of 
the  trade  in  question,  he  would  suggest  that  it  may  be 
worthv  the  consideration  of  these  who  claim  the  advanta- 
ges of*^  monopoly  rather  than  of  fair  competition,  whctlier 
the  loss  of  it,  with  the  chance  of  contesting  with  the  fo- 
reign islands  for  the  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  be  pre- 
ferable  to  a  reasonable  enjoyment  of  both. 

That  the  United  States  possess  the  means  of  effectually 
controlling  their  trade  through  and  with  the  British  North- 
em  colonies,  the  undenigned  is  fully  confident. 

He  is  aware,  however,  that  a  contrary  idea  has  been 
entertained  by  some,  who  may  have  rcgiirdcd  the  subject 
in  a  narrow  or  interested  point  of  view. 

In  adverting  to  this  topic,  the  undersigned  will  not  per- 
mit himself  to  suppose  that  the  possibiUty  of  evading  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  producing  a 
course  of  contraband  trade,  in  violation  of  their  legitimate 
regulations,  can  for  a  moment  enter  into  the  calculations 
of  this  Government,  or  receive  the  remotest  degree  of  en- 


met.  Lord  Aberdeen  may  be  assured  that  it  would  not  It 
difficult  for  the  United  States  to  prevent  such  a  trade  ihe- 
gether.  A  more  efficient  cordon  of  police,  and  a  grea'i? 
degree  of  vigilance,  might  be  requisite  than  in  ardirin 
timesf  but  the  fidelity  of  the  American  custom-house  rt- 
cera  has  been  thoroughly  proved,  and  their  eiertc^ 
even  upon  this  frontier,  have  in  general  been  adequite*. 
all  substantial  purposes.  Such  was  the  case  eren  «br 
they  were  called  upon  to  enfotce  the  embargo  and  »*- 
intercourse  laws,  when  they  received  but  little  symyJ^  < 
or  encouragement  from  the  moral  sense  of  the  conrimu;  :r< 
I'he  fact  is,  however,  too  clear  to  require  argument,  \3i: 
the  amount  of  trade  to  be  carried  on  by  smuggling,  ho«- 
ever  successful,  would  be  inconsiderable  in  coin|Mr» 
with  the  extent  and  profits  of  a  legal  and  regular  ir-tc- 
courae,  and,  therefore,  is  entitled  to  but  little  weight,  err 
when  reg^arded  with  a  view  to  pecuniary  results.  L~. 
Aberdeen  will  not  require  to  be  reminded,  that,  to  pr.- 
vent  illicit  trade,  it  is  chiefly  necessary  to  remote  t 
temptation  of  high  prices,  or  to' create  a  risk  greater  tha 
the  reward  to  be  gained  by  successful  fraud.  Noilnf 
could  be  m6re  easy  than  this,  in  respect  to  thciDod(°^ 
intercourse  now  under  consideration. 

The  interposition  of  tlie  custom-house  officer  vak: 
scarcely  be  requisite  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  V«f 
India  produce  into  the  United  States  througli  the  Norlho 
colonies.  Arrangements  could'readily  be  made  with  ik 
Powcrato  which  the  foreign  islands  belong,  to  fumMtiiif 
requisite  supplies  of  West  India  produce  from  t}.a» 
islands,  on  cheap  terms,  and  in  steady  and  abundant  qo-- 
tities.  These  arrangements  would  of  themselves  fwl*  ^ 
competition.  But  whilst  American  flour  can  be  cvrxi 
to  the  British  West  Indies  as  cheap  from  the  United  Sj'cs 
through  the  foreign  islands  as  through  the  Korihemp^ 
sessions,  though  subject  to  the  discriminating  duti,  •' 
favor  of  the  latter,  of  five  shillings  per  barrel,  it  »1I~*' 
be  supposed  that  the  bulky  articles  of  sugar,  rum,  i^^ 
molasses,  without  such  aid,  can  be  tempted  throu^  ^' 
Northtni  possessions  by  the  risk  of  detection,  aiul  thc;^- 
nalties  of  the  law. 

Hie  undersigned  docs  not  believe  that  the  tcmpl-''^ » 
and  facilities  for  the  introduction  into  the  Northern  f^* 
nies  of  flour  and  other  articles  from  the  United  ^tfc'^^ 
are  materially  grater. 

So  far  as  the  ti-ade  with  the  Britisli  West  Indie- fi« 
operate  as  an  inducement,  it  has  been  seen  already  tW 
American  produce  is  carried  thither  as  cheap  through  tt^ 
foreign  islands  as  ,the  Northern  ports.  The  supph  " 
American  ffour  in  the  Northern  colonies  is  believed  lo'^ 
principally  furnished  by  the  Genesee  country,  and  ^i<^ 
country  bordering  upon  Lake  Erie;  and  it  stands  adwittfi. 
in  the  evidence  upon  the  archives  of  the  House  of  Cc* 
mons,  that,  for  flour,  the  market  at  New  York  is  pii^J*'^ 
better  than  the  market  at  Montreal  and  Quebec.  ln<-^' 
so  important  is  the  operation  of  these  fiicts,  that  the  ff -^ 
intelligent  merchants  suppose  that  so  much  of  the  An^r* 
can  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies,  as  passes  thm"  i* 
the  Northern  colonies  instead  of  the  foreipi  islaw^  ^ 
chiefly  diverted  thither  by  the  greater  facilities  of  p'*" 
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curing  in  thoae  pnrU  aii  assorted  car^o  suitable  to  tlie 
West  India  market. 

In  the  testimony  afforded  by  the  inhabitants  of  Lower 
Canada  to  tlie  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1826,  it  was  asserted,  and  remained  uncontradicted,  that, 
"  against  the  superintendence  of  the  British  custom-house 
officers,  it  would  l>e  impossible  to  smuggle  any  part  of  a 
cargo,  or  even  a  barrel  of  flour,  into  tlie  province  of  Lower 
Canada."  On  this  jnround  they  were  enabled  to  encourage 
tJie  introduction  of  American  flour,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  their  exports  to  the  West  Indies  and  other 
places,  without  danger  of  its  being  brought  into  the  home 
consumption;  and  the  encouragement  then  given  shows  the 
importance  attached  by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  tliat 
evidence.  On  tliis  supposition.  Lord  Aberdeen  will  readily 
acknowledge  the  facility  with  which  the  United  States, 
througtimeansof  a  custom-house  police,  strengthened  and 
extended  according  to  tlieir  means,  may  accomplish  the 
same  ends;  more  ^specially  as  the  readier  intercliction  of 
the  return  trade  from  Canada  into  the  United  States,  by  di- 
minishing the  means  of  payment;  would  also  diminish  the 
motives  to  incur  the  risk  and  penalties  incident  to  a  pro- 
hibited trade.     The  undersigned  is  apprehensive  that  he 
has  already  dwelt  longer  upon  these  considerations  than 
is  necessary,  after  so  much  personal  explanation  as  he  has 
heretofore  had  the  honor  of  yielding,  and  will  content 
himself,  as  to  any  further  arguments  that  mig'ht  be  offered, 
with  referring  to  the  various  other  suggestions  which  have 
been  made  by  him  in  the  course  of  this  negotiation.     He 
cannot,  however,  entirely  dismiss  the  subject,  witliout  re- 
peating, for  the  last  time,  his  deep  solicitude  for  the  result, 
and  without  most  earnest^  recalling  the  attention  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  the  state  in  which  the  relations  between 
the  two  countries  would  be  left  should  this  point  be  unfa- 
vorably decided.      In  such  case,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  while  disappointed  in  its  cherished  hopes 
of  an  arrangement  by  mutual  and  reasonable  concessions, 
would  find  nothing  conciliating*  in  the  retrospect  of  a  long 
course  of  fruitless  negotiation,  and  notliing  cheering  in 
the  future  prospect,  darkened,  as  it  would  be,  by  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  recurrence,  by  the  two  nations,  to  that  system 
of  countervailing  measures  that  has  already  proved  so 
detrimental  to  their  harmony  and  welfare. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Lord 
Aberdeen  the  assurance  of  his  highest  respect  and  con- 
sideration. 

LOUIS  McLANE. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Amsrdeeit,  &c. 

Ej:traei  of  a  ktter  from  Mr.  McLane  to  Ifr.   Fan  Buren, 

dated 

LoiTDoir,  Jlpril  6,  1830. 

Sir:  I  Iiave  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Aberdeen  to- 
day, which  I  sought  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the  deflni- 
Livc  answer  to  my  proposition  relative  to  the  colonial  trade. 
In  my  previous  conference,  he  gave  me  some  reason  to 
?xpect  that  it  would  be  g^ven  in  time  for  this  packet,  but 
[  reg-ret  to  say  that  this  expectation  has  not  been  realized. 
He  assures  me  that  the  delay  has  been  wholly  unavoidable, 
ind  that  it  proceeds  from  no  indisposition  to  obviate  the 
lifliculties,  if  that  be  practicable,  which  lie  in  tlie  way  of 
I  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  question. 

I  have  not  failed  to  represent  to  him  the  very  serious 
ijury  and  embarrassment  which  must  result  from  delay- 
ng-  the  answer  until  the  Congress  shall  rise,  and  of  what 

rear  may  be  the  insuperable  difliculties  of  any  prospect- 
re  leg-islation  with  a  view  to  a  future  arrangement.  None 
f  tiiese  efforts  have  yet  proved  sufficient  to  bring  the 
nsvtrer. 

Undcr  tliese  circumstances,  unless  Congress  shall  con- 
nue  in  session  until  the  arrival  of  the  packet  of  the  16th 
istanty    which  I  hope  they  will  do,  it  will  not  be  possible 


to  g^t  the  decision  in  time  to  be  submitted  to  that  body. 
Deeply  as  I  lament  this  state  of  things,  I  need  scarcely  say 
that  it  has  not  been  possible  for  me,  by  any  exertion,  to 
avoid  it. 

In  this  stage  of  the  business  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
remark,  that  the  negotiation  must  end  in  one  of  three 
modes;  in  a  positive  refusal  to  change  the  present  regula- 
tions, or  a  revocation  of  the  order  in  council  of  1826,  upon 
the  terms  of  my  proposition,  or  in  a  revocation  of  that 
order,  with  some  increase  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  in  favor  of  the  productions  of 
the  Northern  possessions. 

Looking  as  well  to  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  as  to 
the  obstinate  and  persevering  opposition,  by  the  interests 
in  those  Northern  possessions,  to  any  change  whatever, 
and  to  the  influence  which  it  is  obvious  they  exercise  here, 
I  confess  that  the  last  mode  appears  to  me  the  most  pro- 
bable. I  do  not  believe  that  any  legislation  by  Congress, 
with  a  view  to  that  state  of  things,  and  vesting  in  the  Pre- 
sident a  discretion  to  regulate  the  trade  or  rescind  our 
laws  in  either  of  these  contingencies,  would  in  any  manner 
prove  prejudicial. 

Extracts  of  a  kiier  from  Mr.   Fan  Burm  to  3fi-.  McLane, 

dated 
Drpartmsitt  of  Statb,  Washington,  Jtmt  18,  1830. 

Sm:  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  confiden- 
tial message  which  was  sent  by  the  President  to  the  two 
Houses  or  Congress,  during  its  late  session,  in  pursuance 
of  your  suggestion,  that  the  measure  recommended  by  it 
might  be  made  useful  in  your  negotiations  with  the  British 
Government,  togfcther  with  a  copy  of  the  law  which  was 

the  result  of  that  message. 

•  •  •  ••••• 

It  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  law  referred  to,  with 
the  motives  in  which  it  originated,  and  which  secured  it  a 
rapid  passage  through  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  with- 
out material  opposition  from  any  quax-ter  whatever,  added 
to  the  frank  and  liberal  offer  and  explanations  already 
made  to  the  British  Government  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  tliis,  will,  of  themselves,  be  regarded 
by  that  Government  as  affording  sufficient  ground  for  its 
changing  the  position  which  it  occupied  in  regard  to  the 
subject  of  its  colonial  trade,  in  all  its  bearings,  so  far  as  it 
affected  the  United  States,  at  the  period  of  the  accession 
to  power  of  the  present  ministry,  and  for  the  adoption  of 
a  course  of  policy  which  may  lead  to  the  speedy  and  mu- 
tually advantageous  revival  of  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  West  India  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  if, 
indeed,  that  important  concern  should  not  have  been  al- 
ready sjttisfactorily  adjusted.  It  ought  to  be  regarded, 
likewise,  as  a  direct  conciliatory  step  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  of  the  highest  character,  as  emanating  from 
its  executive  and  legislative  authorities  combined,  and  as  a  ,-  ^ 
solemn  public  movement  on  our  part  towards  a  friendly 
accommodation  with  the  British  Government,  upon  terms 
of  a  fair  and  just  reciprocity. 

You  will  have  been  made  acquainted,  in  the  instructions 
which  have  been  heretofore  g^ven  you,  with  the  opinion 
of  the  President  as  to  the  course  which  would  most  pro- 
bably be  pursued  by  the  United  States  if  Great  Britain 
should  think  proper  to  insist,  as  a  preliminary  measure, 
upon  the  unconditional  repeal  of  our  laws,  or  should  be 
so  selfish  as  to  desire  to  engross  for  its  navigation  the 
whole  of  the  carrying  trade  between  this  country  and  its 
West  India  colonial  possessions.  But  that  your  negotia- 
tion may  continue  to  be  characterized  by  that  spirit  of 
frankness  which  it  has  hitherto  been  a  leading  object  on 
our  part  to  infuse  into  it,  I  am  directed  explicitly  to  state, 
upon  this  occasion,  that  the  President  will  consider  it  his 
duty,  in  case  that  negotiation  should  eventuate  unfavorably 
upon  this  point,  to  recommend  to  Congress  an  extension 
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of  the  interdict  now  existing  as  to  the  West  India  posses- 
sions of  Great  Britain,  to  those  which  she  holds  in  the 
Northern  parts  of  this  continent,  and  the  adoption  of  pro- 
per measures  for  enforcing  its  rigid  observance,  as  a 
course  wKich  would,  in  his  judgment,  best  comport,  in 
such  an  event,  with  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and 
correspond  with  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  character 
and  past  conduct  of  this  Government.  It  is  not  for  him, 
however,  to  anticipate  with  certainty  the  effect  of  such 
suggestions  upon  the  national  councils  of  the  Union,  though 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  in  such  a  case,  any  thing  will 
be  omitted  on  their  part  to  vindicate  the  tionor  and  main- 
tain the  interests  of  this  Government. 

Mr,  McLane  to  the  Earl  of  Jberdeen. 

9,  Cha^dos  Stbxet,  Portland  Place, 

July  12,  1830. 
The  Bt,  lion,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  &c. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has  had  the  honor 
already,  in  a  personal  conference,  to  explain  to  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  certain  measures  adopted  by  the  CongT'ess 
of  the  United  States,  during  their  late  session,  which  have 
an  immediate  and  important  bearing  on  the  relations  of 
the  two  countries,  and  upon  the  proposition  heretofore 
submitted  by  the  undersigned  respecting  the  West  India 
trade.  Having  received  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  an 
intimation  of  the  propriety  of  communicating  th'ose  mea- 
sures in  a  more  formal  manner,  the  undersigned  has  the 
honor  herewith  to  transmit  such  information  on  liie  sub- 
ject as  he  is  now  in  possession  of 

The  first  of  the  measures  alluded  to  is  an  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  President,  in 
the  recess  of  Congress,  to  annul  all  the  restrictive  and  dis- 
criminating measures  of  the  United  States,  and  to  open 
the  ports  to  British  vessels  trading  with  the  British  West 
Indies,  in' the  manner  particularly  pointed  out  in  the  act; 
a  copy  of  which,  for  the  better  explanation  of  the  case, 
the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  subjoin. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  also  to  inform  Lord 
Aberdeen,  that,  during  the  late  session  of  tlie  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  several  other  laws  were  passed,  by 
which,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  certain  articles 
of  the  produce  of  the  West  India  islands,  and  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  Great  Britain,  by  previous  regulations,  the  fol- 
lowing duties  only  arc  to  be  collected,  that  is  to  say:  Upon 
molasses,  a  duty  of  five  cents,  instead  of  ten  cents,  per 
gallon,  allowing  at  the  same  time  a  drawback  of  the  duty 
upon  all  rum  which  may  be  manufactured  from  that  arti- 
cle, and  exported  from  the  United  States; 

On  salt,  a  duty  of  ten.  Instead  of  twenty,  cents  per 
bushel; 

On  cocoa,  a  duty  of  one  cent  per  pound  on  all  imported 
af^cr  the  31st  of  December,  1830,  or  remaining  at  that 
time  in  the  custom-house  stores  under  the  bond  of  the 
importer; 

And  on  cofTec,  a  duty  of  two,  instead  of  five,  cents  per 
pound,  from  and  afler  the  31st  of  December,  1830;  and 
of  one  cent  per  pound  from  and  afler  the  31st  day  of  De* 
cember,  1831;  and  the  same  duties  to  be  taken  on  coffee 
remaining  at  the  respective  times  under  bond  in  the  cus- 
tom-house stores. 

The  undersigned  will  not  permit  himself  to  doubt,  that, 
in  the  first  of  these  acts,  emanating  from  the  frank  and 
•friendly  spirit  which  the  President  has  uniformly  profess- 
ed, and  passed  with  an  avowed  reference  to  the  pending 
negotiation,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  see  new  and  irre- 
sistible motives  for  concurring  in  the  promotion  of  the  end 
to  which  this  measure  directly  leads. 

Such  a  measure  could  not  have  been  recommeftded  by 
the  President  without  incurring  a  deep  responsibility  to- 


wards his  own  country,  and  feeling  a  confident  reliance 
upon  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  this. 

It  is  a  voluntary  and  leading  step  in  the  conciliating  po 
llcy  of  the  two  nations,  taken  in  disdain  of  the  restniDls 
of  form,  and  which,  if  met  in  a  corresponding  spirit,  can- 
not fail  to  produce  that  friendly  intercourse  and  real  har- 
mony so  ardently  desired  by  those  who  consult  the  true 
interests  and  glory  of  both  countries.  It  concedes  in  its 
terms  all  the  power  in  the  regulation  of  the  colonial  trade, 
and  authorizes  the  President  to  confer  on  British  veaseb 
all  those  privileges,  as  well  in  the  circuitous  as  the  direct 
voyage,  which  great  Britain  has  at  any  time  demanded  a* 
desired.  It  has  done  this  in  the  only  manner  in  irhicfa  it 
was  possible  for  Congress,  at  the  present  moment,  vid 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  act,  without  a  total  a:>^ 
donment  of  even  those  advantages  conceded  by  the  present 
regulations  of  Great  Britain,  and  without  raian^  up  nev 
interests  to  oppose  or  obstruct  the  favorable  dispoEition  ex- 
pressed by  this  Government.  Nor  will  the  undersigned  cos- 
ceal  his  hope  and  belief  ^at  this  act  will  stamp  me  ncp> 
tlatlon  with  a  new  and  more  favorable  character;  and  tiut 
the  United  States  having  thus  taken  the  first  step,  aeo 
particularly  defined  the  terms  of  their  legislation,  t^^ 
mode  of  adj  ustment  may  be  disencumbered  of  even  those  c> 
jections  with  wlilch  it  was  supposed  to  be  embarrassed  vLea 
submitted  to  Lord  t)udley,  and  by  the  answer  which  on  1 121 
occasion  was  given  to  Mr.  Gallatin.  The  objections  sie 
gested  at  that  period  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  had  k 
special  or  exclusive  reference  to  the  measure  in  questkc, 
but  to  the  giving  of  any  prospective  pledge  by  which  ^ 
might  commit  herself  to  the  adoption  of  any  specific  Bee 
of  conduct  contingent  on  events  which  could  not  be  fcrt- 
seen,  and  to  the  entering  into  any  informal  agreement  2s 
to  mutual  acts  of  legislation,  while  it  was  impossible  tc  as- 
ticlpate  the  details  with  which  those  acts  nfight  be  accoa- 
panied,  or  the  position  and  circumstances  in  which  '^ 
two  countries,  and  the  commercial  commonwealth  grin- 
rally,  might  be  placed  at  the  time  when  the  laws  crated 
should  come  into  effect.  If  these  objections  could  at  asr 
time  have  been  essential  to  the  subject,  which  the  vt^'.j- 
signed  by  no  means  admits,  they  certainly  arc  not  so  x. 
present. 

The  act  of  Congress  has  been  passed  without  any  pledge, 
prospective  or  otherwise;  it,  therefore,  relieves  the  9^- 
j ustment  of  this  subject  from  that  part  of  the  diffiailtr. 
The  details  of  the  colonial  legislation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  ai*e  precisely  defined  and  fiiUy  explained  bv 
the  law.  Frankly  announcing  all  this,  it  leaves  to  Great 
Britain  herself  the  selection  of  the  mode  and  time  in  whiclu 
accoi*ding  to  her  conception  of  her  own  interests,  she  aaj 
restore  the  direct  trade  between  the  United  States  aod  the 
West  Indies.  She  is  enabled  deliberately  to  do  this  «:ti 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  before  mentioned  details*  and  of 
the  precise  position  and  circumstances,  as  well  of  the  twxj 
nations  as  of^the  commercial  commonwealth  in  general,  ^ 
the  time  when  the  measures  are  to  come  into  effect  Thi> 
she  may  do  without  any  risk  as  to  the  future,  and  with  the 
certainty  that,  while  doing  an  act  of  justice  to  a  fHendJ* 
Power,  and  relieving  it  from  an  invidious  exclusion  fns^ 
advantages  allowed  to  all  other  nations,  she  is  contributing 
matcriaUy  to  the  prosperity  of  her  possessions  in  the  Wt^t 
Indies. 

The  undersigned  will  not  dismiss  this  subject  »itbo*-t 
expressing  the  hope  and  persuasion  that,  in  the  other  me^ 
sures  of  Congress  alluded  to,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  vnT 
find  not  merely  all  the  considerations  heretofore  urged  f:*r 
giving  new  fkcilitles  to  the  trade  between  the  United  Stato 
and  the  British  West  Indies  materially  strengthened,  if  jic< 
absolutely  confirmed,  but  that  a  further  ana  more  fivors- 
ble  alteration  is  thereby  made  in  the  object  and  character 
of  the  negotiation. 

These  measures  manifest  at  least  a  laudable  dcsj>e  f  • 
loose  the  shackles  of  trade  and  commerce,  wbicb,  if  Er^- 
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And  U  so  disposed,  she  cannot  better  encourag^e  than  by  a 
•elaxadon  of  her  own  restraints  upon  the  particular  branch 
)f  trade  under  discussion. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  has  been  already  informed  that 
he  consumption  of  foreig'n  molasses  in  the  United  States 
s  not  less  than  thirteen  millions  of  gallons,  even  under  the 
liscouragement  of  the  hi^  rate  of  duty  and  a  denial  of  the 
irawback,  which  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  cliief  source 
»f  consumption — ^the  distilleries  of  New  England.  It  is 
»bviou8,  however,  that  the  reduction  of  the  duty  to  its 
>resent  low  rate,  and  the  allowance  of  the  drawback,  must 
well  the  demand  for  this  article  even  beyond  the  ordinary 
mount,  which,  in  the  regular  course  of  a  direct  trade, 
irould  seek  its  principal  supply  in  the  British  West  In- 
lies. 

Of  coffee,  not  less  thiiiy-seven  millions  of  pounds  were 
nnuaUy  imported  into  the  United  States;  and  of  those  in 

regular  trade,  not  less  than  eight  millions  from  the  Bri- 
ish  West  Indies. 

Of  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  cocoa  annually  im- 
(orled  into  the  United  States,  little  less  than  one-fourth 
/as  brought  from  tlie  British  West  Indies. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  readily  perceive  that  the  re- 
uctioii  of  duty  on  these  articles,  and  especially  on  coffee, 

0  a  rate  which  will  soon  be  little  more  than  nominal,  can- 
ot  fail  to  at  least  double  the  importation. 

These  remarks  apply  with  even  additional  force  to  the 
rticle  of  salt,  the  consumption  of  which  is  more  depend- 
nt  on  the  rate  of  duty  than  that  of  any  other  necessary 
flife.  ^ 

The  enormous  quantity  of  this  article  requisite  to  supply 
lie  wants  of  twelve  millions  of  people  is  too  obvious  to 
eed  any  conjectural  assertion;  but  it  is  worthy  of  obser- 
ation  that,  notwithstanding*  the  extent  of  the  home  sup- 
ly  encouraged  by  the  hi^h  duty  of  twenty  cents  per 
ushel,  the  annual  importation  of  that  article  from  abroad 
^Idom  amounted  to  less  than  five  millions  of  bushels.  Of 
lis  amount  more  than  three  millions  came  from  Great  Bri- 
lin  and  her  possessions,  her  West  India  islands  furnishing 
t  least  one  million. 

To  what  extent  this  amount  may  be  enlarged  by  the  in- 
reased  consumption  arising  fVom  the  low  rate  of  duty  and 
le  advantages  of  an  easy  t^de,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  may 
»di]y  conjecture. 

It  should  be  remarked,  also,  that,  while  the  conaump- 
:>n  of  this  article  is  thus  aug'mentcd,  the  diminution  of  the 
ity  must  proportionably  diminish  the  price  of  salted  pro- 
sions.  So  fiiir  as  these,  therefore,  form  part  of  the  sup- 
ics  to  tlie  West  Indies,  the  subsistence  of  the  islands  will 

1  cheapened,  while  the  demand  for  their  produce  is  in- 
eased. 

It  should  not  escape  tlie  attention  of  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
^en  that  the  provisions  of  these  acts  of  the  Congress,  so 
r  as  they  relate  to  cocoa,  coffee,  and  salt,  confer  encou- 
gement  on  the  trade  of  the  West  Indies  with  the  United 
ates,  Avhich  did  not  exist,  and  could  not  have  been  corn 
mplaicd  at  the  period  of  passing  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
(25.  They,  therefore,  superadd  new  and  important  mo- 
es  for  restoring  the  trade  then  offered,  and  for  restoring 
upon  terms  not  less  favorable. 

While  the  participation  of  the  British  islands  is  invited 
tlie  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  enlarged  and  in- 
easing:  demand  of  the  United  States  for  the  produce  of 
c  West  Indies,  the  undersigned  takes  leave  to  suggest 
e  expediency  of  seeurine  that  participation  before  the 
uie  may  be  exclusively  diverted  into  other  channels  by 
e  superior  advantages  of  a  direct  intercourse  with  other 
ands. 

In  closing  this  communication  to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
e  undersigned  will  take  the  occasion  to  repeat  his  deep  in- 
rcbt  in  the  subject,  and  a  renewed  hope  of  an  early  and 
rorable  issue.  The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  will  not  fultoap- 
eciate  the  spirit  and  motive  by  which  the  President  was 
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actuated ^in  recommending,  and  the  Congress  in  passing, 
the  act  to  which  allusion  was  first  made.  The  enects  of 
delay  upon  the  commercial  enterprise  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  disappointment  of  interests  desirous  of  a  different 
•measure  of  legislation,  though  they  offered  great  embar- 
rassments, were  not  the  greatest  difficulties  attendant  upon 
that  act.  To  give  to  Great  Britain  the  fullest  time  to  con- 
sult her  own  interest  and  convenience;  to  make  a  further 
and  a  signal  effort  to  place  the  commercial  relations  of  the 
two  countries  upon  a  fooling  of  sure  and  lasting  harmony; 
and  to  guard,  in  a  manner  consistently  with  duty,  against 
delay  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  could  only  be  done 
by  a  measure  calculated  also  to  awaken  at  once  the  spirit 
of  commercial  speculation,  and  to  create  new  expectations 
of  favorable  dispositions  on  the  part  of  this  Oovemment. 

If,  as  the  undersigned  will  continue  to  hope,  the  Bri- 
tish Government  should  find  it  their  interest  to  realize  these 
expectations,  their  measures  will  derive  additional  g^race 
from  the  frankness  and  promptitude  with  which  thev  may 
be  adopted;  and  if,  unfortunately,  these  hopes  are  destin- 
ed to  experience  a  disappointment,  it  is  not  less  the  duty 
of  his  Majesty's  Government  td  quiet  the  public  expecta- 
tions thus  excited,  and  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  may  be  in  its 
power,  the  injurious  effects  thereof,  by  giving  an  early 
reply  to  the  application  which,  in  behalf  of  his  Govem- 
meiit,  the  undersigned  has  had  the  honor  to  submit. 

The  undersigned  avuls  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  Lord  Aberdeen  the  assurances  of  his  highest  considera- 
tion. 

LOUIS  McLANE. 

Mr,  McLane  to  Mr,  Van  Burett, 

LoNDOir,  August  20,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  forward  herewith  a  letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  dated  the  17th  instant,  by 
which  it  will  be  perceived  that  my  negotiation  for  the  co- 
lonial trade  is  successfully  closed;  and  that  this  Govern- 
ment consents  to  restore  to  us  the  direct  intercourse  with 
her  American  colonies,  upon  the  terms  of  the  proposition 
submitted  by  me  on  the  12th  of  December  last. 

It  will  be  perceived,  also,  that,  from  an  apprehension 
that  the  late  act  of  Congress  might  admit  of  an  interpre- 
tation incompatible  with  the  tei'ms  of  my  proposition,  and 
the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  5th  July,  1825,  the  British 
Government  have  accompanied  their  consent  with  an  ex- 
planation of  the  construction  which,  in  their  opinion,  the 
law  ought  to  receive,  and  to  which  their  proceedings  wiU 
be  conformed.  This  is  precautionary,  however,  and  in- 
tended to  guard  against  misapprehension  in  future.  The 
proclamation  of  the  President,  which  is  auOiorized  upon 
evidence  satisfactoi*y  to  himself,  will  be  immediately  fol- 
lowed, upon  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  revocation 
of  the  order  in  council  of  July,  1827,  the  abolition  of  the 
discriminating  duties  on  American  vessels  in  British  colo- 
nial ports,  and  by  extending  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  tiie  advantages  of  the  act  of  Partiament  of  the  5th 
July,  1825. 

If  it  had  been  admitted  that  the  late  act  of  Congress  va- 
ried intentionally  from  the  terms  of  our  proposition,  and 
the  British  act  of  the  5th  July,  1825,  and  denoanded  ad- 
vantages not  contemplated  by  the  latter,  it  would  have 
been  considered  as  reviving  pretensions  already  given  up, 
and  must  have  had  the  enect  of  entirely  defeating  any 
hope  of  recovering  the  colonial  trade.  Recurring  to  your 
letter  of  the  18th  June  last,  communicating  the  President's 
message  to  Congress,  and  a  copy  of  the  law,  I  did  not 
doubt  that  the  act  was,  in  fact,  intended  to  authorize  the 
President  to  give  effect,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  the 
known  and  uniform  object  of  the  negotiation,  and  to  accept 
a  renewal  of  the  trade  upon  the  terms  of  the  proposition 
which  I  had  been  authorized  to  make.  I  felt  it  my  duty, 
therefore,  to  concur  in  the  suggestion,  that  the  supposed 
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deviations  in  the  law  from  the  act  of  the  5th  July,  1825, 
were  apparent  merely,  and  neither  intentional,  nor  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  any  new  claim  upon  the  part  of  our 
Government. 

My  instructions  authorized  roe  to  propose  that  the  Unit- 
ed State8.6hould  now  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  act 
of  5th  July,  1825,  by  repealing  our  restrictive  laws,  "  if 
such  a  measure  would  lead  to  the  revocation  of  the  order 
in  council  of  July,  1827,  to  the  abolition  or  suspension  of 
all  discriminating  duties  on  American  vessels  in  the  British 
colonial  ports,  and  to  the  enjoyment  by  us  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  last  mentioned  act  of  Parliament." 

These  instructions  were  literally  pursued  in  the  propo- 
ntion  which  I  submitted  in  December  last,  and,  together 
with  it,  were  communicated  to  Congress.  But  it  will  be 
apparent  to  you  that,  if  the  law  necessarily  authorize  a  dif- 
ferent construction  tlian  that  adopted  by  this  Government, 
it  will  not  be  a  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the  act 
of  Parliament,  but  demand  advantages  which,  by  that  act, 
are  expressly  denied,  and  by  this  Government  allowed  to 
no  other  country. 

The  navigation  act  of  Great  Britain,  by  which  all  her 
previous  acts  upon  that  subject  are  repealed,  and  her  s^'s^ 
tem  permanently  established,  passed  simultaneously  witli 
the  act  of  the  5th  July,  1825,  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
British  possessions  abroad;  and  by  that  act  the  importation, 
both  into  her  European  and  colonial  ports,  is  restricted  to 
the  vessels  of  the  country  of  which  the  articles  imported 
shall  be  the  produce.  Nor  has  this  restriction  been  con- 
sidered inconsistent  with  our  commercial  convention  with 
Great  Britain,  which  we  have  anxiously  ^ught  to  extend 
to  the  colonial  intercourse.  The  beforementioned  act  of 
the  5th  July,  1825,  regulating  the  trade  with  the  British 
possessions  abroad,  refers,  in  express  terms,  to  the  act 
concerning  navigation,  and  limits  the  right  of  importation 
into  the  British  colonial  ports  to  American  produce,  and 
tft  vessels  coming  directly  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  By  acceaing  to  the  terms  of  our  proposition,  there- 
fore. Great  Britain  extends  to  our  vessels  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  act  of  5th  July,  1825.  She  moreover  places 
the  United  States,  in  the  intercourse  with  the  colonies,  on 
the  same  footing  with  all  other  nations;  and  by  assenting 
to  regulations,  though  by  legislative  enactment,  in  the 
colonial  trade,  similar  to  those  provided  by  our  commercial 
convention  for  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  possessions  in  Europe,  she  now  concedes 
to  us,  in  this  respect»  substantially  that  which  we  have 
been  ineffectually  seeking  since  the' year  1815. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  restriction  of  the  right  of  im- 
portation into  the  colonies  to  articles  of  American  pro- 
duce, was  at  any  period  seriously  objected  to  by  our 
Government.  Nor  can  the  difference,  in  this  respect, 
between  American  and  British  vessels,  if  we  allow  it  to 
continue,  be  an  object  of  much  importance  in  any  point 
of  view.  It  will  generally  be  our  interest,  as  it  is  that  of 
every  other  nation,  to  allow  the  exportation  of  its  surplus 
foreign  produce  in  the  vessels  of  any  other  country.  It 
must  be  observed,  also,  that  this  is  a  privilege  resulting 
from  the  general  spirit  of  our  laws,  and  therefore  resting 
in  our  discretion .  There  is  nothing  in  the  arrangement 
now  proposed  to  prevent  the  United  States  from  hereafter 
denying  to  British  vessels  tliis  advantage,  if  it  prove  inju- 
rious to  their  commerce,  and  in  placing  by  that  means  the 
vesseb  of  both  countries,  in  this  respect,  upon  an  equal 
footing.  I  ought  to  observe,  however,  that  sound  policy 
would  not  warrant  such  a  measure  at  any  time. 

Independently  of  these  considerations,  it  is  certain  that 
both  the  restrictions  now  reserved  by  the  construction 
adopted  by  this  Cvovernment  were  absolutely  conceded  by 
ours  before  the  present  negotiation  commenced,  and  could 
not  have  been  renewed  at  present  with  any  hope  of  suc- 
cess. More  than  has  been  secured  by  the  present  labors, 
the  concesnons  of  the.  last  administration  precluded  us 


from  demanding.    But  if  this  bad  not  been  so,  iDurc  couM 
not  have  been  obtained. 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  Clay  of  the  27th  of 
October,  1826,  the  meaning  of  the  Britirii  act  of  ParliA- 
ment  of  5th  July,  1825,  which  does  not  appear  to  lure 
been  previously  understood  by  our  Government,  is  fiiDj 
and  intelligibly  explained.  To  ascertain  the  precise  state 
of  the  reg^ations  at  that  period,  and  the  extent  of  tk 
conditions  and  restrictions  prescribed  by  the  ftmous  act 
of  July,  1825,  Mr.  Gallatin  reviewed  all  the  Britial)  statutes 
upon  this  subject,  and  superadded  the  following  obserta- 
tions. 

*<  From  what  precedes,  it  follows,  first,  that  the  restric- 
tion which  limits  the  importations  in  foreign  ressehcf 
gtx)ds  into  the  British  West  Indies  and  American  colonies 
to  vessels  of  tiie  country  of  which  the  goods  are  the  pr> 
duce,  and  coming  direct  from  such  country,  having  beci 
revived  by  the  navigation  act  of  the  5th  of  July»  182i,  d 
still  in  force;  secondly,  that  the  restriction  which  Emjtfd 
the  exportations  in  foreign  vessels  of  goods  exported  tror 
the  British  West  Indies  and  American  colonies  to  a  cErrd 
exportation  to  the  country  to  whi<^  such  vessel  did  be- 
long, is  so  far  repealed  as  that  such  exportations  in  such 
vessels  may  be  made  to  any  country  whatever.  Great  Bri- 
tain and  its  dependencies  excepted." 

"Although  there  is  no  prospect  that  any  ammgremr:: 
will  shorUy  take  place  on  that  subject,  yet  it  is  dfrsira^^ic 
to  be  prepared  for  any  contingency.  And  I  wish  that  tfrr 
President  would  take  into  consideration  whether,  supprs. 
ing  an  arrangement,  either  by  convention  ^r  by  mniii^ 
modification  on  both  sides  of  existing  laws  or  regvlaiicti. 
to  be  practicable,  it  would  be  proper,  so  far  as  relates  tv 
navigation,  to  agree  to  tlie  terms  contained  in  the  act»  t 
Parliament." 

**  The  most  important  of  the  restrictions  on  the  dirtr' 
or  circuitous  trade,  that  which  limited  the   exportttk^ 
from  the  British  West  Indies  in  American  vessels  tc  iht 
United  States,  has  been  repealed;  and  there  remain  bs" 
two — such  exportations  cannot  be  made  in  American  v:-^ 
sels  to  Great  Britain  or  her  dependencies,  a  point  on  «bk± 
we  cannot  insist,  and  which  is  already  given  up  by  the  x> 
structions;  and  the  importations  into  those  cc^onks  tif 
American  produce,  must,  if  made  in  American  vesseb.  te 
direct  from  the  United  States.     Is  it  necessary,  on  tbt: 
account,  to  insist  on  the  right  of  preventing  British  ves- 
sels, other  than  those  coming  direct  from  the  coioiL'r», 
from  clearing  from  the  United  States  for  those  cokniio 
Or,  in  other  words,  (for  it  is  clear  that  with  such  ttOtc- 
tion  no  arrangement  is  practicable,)  is  it  worth  while,  tc* 
that  account,  to  continue  to  cut  off  altogether  the  Istr?- 
course  between  the  United  States  and  tiie  British  coIok^ 
On  that  question  I  beg  leave  to  submit  two  obsemi?k<ss 
First.  The  right  of  importing  produce  of  the  United  S^rs 
into  British  West  Indies  from  other  places  thui  the  Inrts-- 
States,  is  in  itself  of  no  great  value.  It  might  occa^ettlry 
be  convenient,  when  the  market  of  Cuba  or  of  other  jxrts 
in  tile  Gulf  of  Mexico  was  |^lutted  with  American  ptc^ 
duce,  to  have  a  right  to  take  it  in  American  vessels  to  'iie 
British  West  India  ports;  but  it  is  but  rarely  tliat  t>r« 
will  not,  from  the  same  causes,  be  also  glutted  at  the  stir« 
time,  and  that  the  expense  of  a  double  voyage  and  fi^ijffe^ 
could  be  incurred.     Secondly.    Whilst  contending  fc:  a 
nominal  reciprocity,  we  must  acknowledge  that  the  ahc^ 
party  must  consider  how  far  tliis  reciprocity  will  benx. 
It  is  now  ascertained  that  four-fifths  of  the  tonnage  lb- 
ployed  in  our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  hersdf  art- 
American,  and  only  one-fifth  Britisli^    Con«derinp  tV- 
speciesof  population,  the  climate,  and  commercial  cap '-^ 
of  the  West  Indies,  and  the  distance  of  Great  Britain.  * 
is  utterly  impossible  that  the  direct  intercourse  beiwert 
the  United  States  and  the  British  West  Indies  sbookl  k^ 
with  equal  duties  and  charges,  be  carried  on  in  i  s^i 
greater  proportion  in  vessels  of  the  United  States^    1'^^ 
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Illy  compensation,  in  that  respect,  to  Great  Britain,  is  to 
e  found  in  the  circuitous  voyagfes  which  British  vessels 
aay  make  from  that  country  through  the  United  States 
nd  her  West  India  colonies;  and  I  reel  quite  confident — 
think  any  man  acquainted  with  the  subject  will  be  of  the 
ame  opinion — that  even  (granting  them  that  privilege,  will 
eave  more  than  tlirec-fourths  of  the  intercourse  to  our 
Tssels!!*'  ♦  •  •  •  • 

"  It  will  not  escape  you  that  the  intercourse  by  sea  be- 
ween  the  United  States  and  the  British  West  Indies  and 
I^orth  American  colonies  has  already  been  considered  as 
lecessarily  connected  together  by  the  British  Govern- 
nent,  and  that  this  connexion  has  been  kept  up  in  the  acts 
•f  Parliament,  in  the  articles  proposed  to  Mr.  Rush,  and 
Hflecd  in  all  former  proposals  on  their  part.** 

In  consequence,  as  it  maybe  supposed,  of  this  explana- 
ion  and  advice  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  our  Government 
henceforward  abandoned  whatever  pretensions  they  may 
lave  previously  set  up  beyond  the  acts  of  Parliament.    In 

letter  from  Mr.  Clay,  dated  the  11th  April,  1827,  con- 
aining  further  instructions  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  he  was  inform- 
d  «*  that  the  President  is  willing  to  recommend  to  Con- 
r^^ss,  at  its  next  session,  first,  to  suspend  the  alien  duties 
m  British  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  allow  their  entry  into 
>ur  ports  with  the  same  kind  of  British  or  British  colonial 
)roduce  as  may  be  imported  in  American  vessels,  the  ves- 
cls  of  both  countries  paying  the  same  charges;  and,  se- 
condly, to  abolish  the  restriction  in  the  act  of  1823  to  the 
iirect  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bri- 
ish  colonies,  leaving  Great  Britain  in  the  exclusive  posses- 
ion of  the  circuitous  trade  between  Great  Britain  proper, 
hrongh  her  colonies,  and  the  United  States.  Mr.  Gallatin  will 
nqtiire  whether  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  to  that 
effect  would  lead  to  the  revocation  of  the  British  order  in 
■ouncil  of  July,  1827,  to  the  abolition  of  the  discriminating 
luties  on  American  vessels  in  the  British  colonial  ports, 
ind  to  the  enjoyment  by  our  vessels  of  the  advantages 
offered  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1825." 

These  propositions  were  communicated  by  Mr.  Gallatin 
D  the  British  Government,  in  a  note  to  Lord  Dudley,  of 
he  17th  of  August,  1827,  in  which  he  remarks  that  "this 
node  would  repeal  all  former  acts  of  the  American  Go- 
vernment wliich  had  been  objected  to  by  Great  Britain, 
ulfil  the  condition  in  the  act  of  Parliament  as  now  under- 
tood,  and  remove  every  obstacle  in  the  wav  to  an  arrange- 
nent;  but  that  it  would  be  useless  for  the  President  to 
(lake  such  recommendation  without  first  ascertaining  the 
itentions  of  the  British  Government;"  and  he  therefore 
iquired  •*  whether,  upon  the  passage  of  such  an  act  as 
he  President  proposes  to  recommend,  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  allow  to  American  vessels  the  privileges  of 
rade  and  intercourse  according  to  the  act  of  the  5th  of 
nly,  1825."  With  these  communications,  it  will  be  seen 
hat  my  instructions,  and  the  overture  by  me  submitted 
•n  t'lc  12th  of  December  last,  and  now  assented  to  by 
>feat  Britain,  arc  entirely  coincident. 

I  liave  been  thus  minute,  that  the  precise  and  uniform 
J^jcct  of  our  negotiation  with  this  Government  should  not 
e  mistaken;  and  that  the  President,  clearly  and  explicitly 
mderstanding  these,  may  feel  no  hesitation,  wTien  execut- 
ing" the  law,  to  interpret  each  particular  clause  in  con- 
ormity  with  the  obvious  scope  and  design  of  the  act. 

Less  difficulty,  if  possible,  than  on  these  points,  can 
'list  in  regard  to  the  entiy  of  British  vessels  and  their 
argoesin  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  from  the  islands, 
•rovinces,  or  colonies,  designated  in  the  second  section  of 
he  net.  According  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  despatch,  "the 
ritercotirsc  by  sea  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bri- 
sh  West  Indies  and  North  American  colonies  has  already 
cen  considered  as  necessarily  connected  togfether  by  the 
Iriti.sh  Government,  and  that  this  connexion  has  been 
ept  up  in  all  the  acts  of  Parliament."  It  will  not,  there-, 
ire,  be  now  separated.     The  general  terms  employed  in  | 


this  section  are  sufiiciently  comprehensive  to  embrace  any 
description  of  entry;  and  in  his  instructions  to  the  several 
collectors,  the  President  may  properly  direct  an  entry 
similar  to  that  specified  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and 
in  the  spirit  of  our  proposition. 

Such,  I  presume,  was  the  purpose  of  the  lav.  I  have, 
however,  suggested  to  this  Government,  in  answer  to  the 
difliculty  felt  upon  this  point,  the  possibility  that  thes« 
general  terms  may  have  proceeded  mm  an  apprehension 
of  the  existing  discriminating  duty  of  one  dollar  per  ton 
on  American  vessels  in  these  Northern  colonial  ports. 
Should  such  be  the  case,  it  will  not  escape  vou  that  this 
duty  is  prescribed  by  the  order  of  the  King  in  eouncil,  in 
1823,  in  retaliation  of  our  law  of  that  year;  and  that,  by 
the  terms  of  my  proposition,  it  will  be  now  abolished. 

If  the  remaining  words  of  apparent  diflicuity  constitute 
a  provision  inconsistent  with  our  proposition  and  the  act 
of  5th  July,  1825,  I  am  obliged  to  confess  myself  inca^ 
pablc  of  comprehending  either  their  object  or  meaning. 
I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  followinp^  clause:  '•Leaving  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  British  dominions  or  possessions  on  a  footing 
not  less  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  it  now  is." 

Such  a  provision,  or  any  thing  resembling  it,  is  now  in- 
troduced for  the  first  time  into  our  legislation  upon  this 
subject.  With  all  oth6r  parts  of  the  British  dominions, 
our  commercial  intercourse  is  regulated  either  bjr  the  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain,  or,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ports  in  the  Northern  provinces,  absolutely^  prohibited  by 
acts  of  Parliament.  No  legisUtion  on  citner  side  can 
affect  the  stipulations  of  the  convention,  and  any  rclaxa^ 
tion  of  existing  prohibitions  must  be  beneficial. 

This  clause,  as  it  stands,  if  it  be  not  ahogetfaer  miga- 
tory  and  out  of  place,  would  seem  rather  to  apprehend 
some  evil,  not  understood  or  explained,  from  aavantages 
to  be  conferred  on  our  trade  by  Great  Britiun.  In  any 
view  of  the  subject,  however,  it  can  properly  relate  only 
to  the  footing  on  which  our  commercial  intercourse  with 
other  ports  will  be  lefl  at  the  time  of  conceding  such  ad- 
vantages. Happily,  therefore,  with  whatever  object  the 
clause  may  have  been  introduced,  the  President  may  issue 
his  proclamation  with  eveiy  assurance  that  the  correspond- 
ent acts  on  the  part  of  this  Government  will  leave  **  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  all  other 
parts  of  the  British  dominions  on  a  footing  not  less  favora- 
ble to  the  United  States  than  it  now  is." 

That  you  may  have  all  the  British  actsof  ParViament  re- 
lative to  this  subject  before  you,  and  compare  without  dif- 
ficulty the  various  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July, 
1825,  for  the  encouragement  of  British  shipping  and  navi- 
gation, and  of  that  of  the  same  date  reg^ilating  the  trade 
with  the  British  possessions  abroad,  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  forward  you  •*  Hume's  Custom  Laws,"  containing 
all  that  may  be  useful  in  your  researches. 

The  observations  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  relative  to 
the  scale  of  duties  in  favor  of  those  interests  incidentally 
fostered  by  the  suspension  of  the  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  the  West  Indies,  are  less  unfavorable 
than,  at  the  date  of  my  despatch  of  the  6th  of  April,  I 
had  reason  to  apprehend.  It  was  on  the  ground  of  this 
apprehension,  prmcipally,  that,  in  my  note  to  Lord  Aber- 
deen of  the  12th  of  July  last,  I  alluded  so  particularly  to 
the  acts  of  Congress  reducing  the  duty  on  several  articles 
of  West  India  produce. 

Though  it  may  be  probable  that  the  schedule  of  duties 
adopted  contemporaneously  with  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
the  5th  of  July,  1825,  will  be  hereafter  modified,  the  ef- 
fect must  be  more  severely  felt  by  the  West  India  planter, 
already  overburdened,  than  by  our  merchants;  and  in 
this  there  is  a  safe  g^iaranty  against  any  excessive  altera- 
tion. There  is  g^od  reason  to  believe,  moreover,  that 
such  modification,  whenever  it  shall  be  made,  will  consist 
in  reducing  the  duty  on  some  important  articles,  while  it 
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may  increase  it  oq  others;  and  that  our  trade,  in  the  ag-  which  note,  therefore,  the  undersigned  will  pnnd{n% 


greg^te,  will  not  be  materially  affected.  This  modifica 
tion,  however,  is  not  a  part  or  condition  of  the  present 
arrangement,  and  will  tlierefore  depend  upon  future  con- 
tingencies, of  which  each  nation  will  be  free  to  take  ad- 
vantage; and  ours,  particularly,  to  resort  to  countervailing 
duties,  if  tliat  course  be  deemed  expedient.  On  this 
question,  we  will  always  have  the  West  Indian  interest  on 
our  side;  and  that,  after  the  concessions  heretofore  made, 
is  all  we  can  expect.  The  arrangement  now  proposed  will 
restore  to  our  vessels  the  direct  trade  with  ttic  British  co- 
lonial ports,  and  place  the  navigation  of  both  countries  in 
that  trade  upon  an  equal  footing.  We  may  safely  rely  upon 
the  skill  and  enterprise  of  the  American  merchants  to 
accomplish  the  rest. 

I  need  scarcely  refer  to  the  period  for  which  this  ques- 
tion has  embarrassed  the  trade  of  our  citizens  and  the  re- 
lations of  the  two  countries,  nor  to  the  numerous  failures 
which  have  attended  the  efforts  of  our  Government  to  ad- 
just it.  But  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  in  pro- 
ducing these  failures,  technical  interpretations  and  mis- 
apprehenson  of  legal  provisions  have  had  their  full  share. 
Sensible  of  this,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  guard,  if  possible, 
against  their  recurrence;  and  after  the  solicitude  and  per- 
severance with  which  I  have  conducted  the  negotiation,  I 
could  not  shun  the  responsibility  of  attempting  to  recon- 
cile the  apparent  obscurities  of  the  law  with  the  clear  and 
frank  object  of  our  Government.  I  am  happy  to  believe, 
moreover,  that,  in  the  attempt,  I  am  fully  sustained  by 
the  soundest  principles  of  construction.  In  any  event,  I 
shall  feel  conscious  that,  with  the  sincerest  desire  to  con- 
form to  the  instructions,  and  sustain  the  character  of  the 
Executive,  I  have  faithfully  contributed  to  succor  the  en- 
terprise of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  to  place  the  foreign 
relations  of  the  country  upon  a  foundatioh  of  lasting  har- 
mony. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE. 
To  the  Hon.  Martik  Vait  Burex, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to  Mr,  McLane. 

FoREioir  Office,  August  17,  1830. 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
StAte  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  McLane,  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
of  America  to  this  court,  dated  the  12th  ultimo,  commu- 
nicating certain  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by 
Congress  with  a  view  to  remove  the  obstacles  which  have 
hitherto  impeded  the  re-establishment  of  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
West  India  colonies. 

Previously  to  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  his 
Majesty's  Government  had  already  had  under  their  con- 
sideration Mr.  McLane's  note  of  the  16th  March  last,  ex- 
planatory of  the  proposition  contained  in  his  letter  of  the 
12th  of  December,  1829,  with  reference  to  the  same  sub- 
ject; and  the  undersigned  assures  Mr.  McLane  that  his 
Majesty's  Government,  in  the  earnest  and  dispassionate 
attention  which  they  bestowed  upon  this  proposition,  were 
actuated  by  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  by  a  sincere  disposition  to 
meet  the  proposals  which  he  was  authorized  to  make,  \ti 
the  spirit  with  which  they  were  offered. 

But  the  undersigned  considers  it  imnecessary  now  to 
enter  into  any  detailed  discussion  of  tlie  points  embraced 
in  those  previous  communications  of  Mr.  McLane,  because 
they  are  in  a  great  measure  superseded  by  the  more  spe- 
cific, and  therefore  more  «itisfactory,  propositions  con- 
tained in  his  note  of  the  12th  ultimo;  to  the  contents  of 


confine  his  present  observations. 

Of  the  character  and  effect  of  the  recent  messore  of  tb< 
American  Congress,  Mr.  McLane  observes,  that  "itcoih 
cedes,  in  its  terms,  all  the  power  in  the  regulation  of  tk 
colonial  trade,  and  authorizes  the  President  to  confer  ei 
British  subjects  all  those  privileges,  as  well  in  the  circui- 
tous as  the  direct  voyage,  which  Great  Britain  has  at  anv 
time  demanded  or  desired." 

In  this  declaration  the  undersigned  is  hsppv  to  observe 
the  same  spirit  and  disposition  which  dictated  Mr.  McLaiK's 
former  communications,  wherein  he  announced  the  rea£- 
ness  and  desire  of  the  American  Government  **to  conpli 
with  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1825,'*&hI 
also,  **that  the  claims  advanced  in  justification  of  theon^ 
sion  of  the  United  States  to  embrace  the  offers  of  tk» 
country,  have  been  abandoned  by  those  who  urged  tbec 
and  have  received  no  sanction  from  the  people  cftue 
United  States;"  and  the  undersigned  readily  admits,  tht, 
if  the  bill  passed  by  the  American  Legislature  be  weQ  d- 
culated  practically  to  fulfil  tlie  expressed  intentions  of  ts 
framers,  it  must  have  the  effect  of  removing  all  tiSae 
grounds  of  difference  between  the  two  Govcrnmenls,  ii& 
relation  to  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  colonies,  which  have  been  the  subject  of  go  isuci 
discussion,  and  which  have  constituted  the  mun  caux  ef 
the  suspension  of  tlie  intercourse  by  those  restrictiTc  tcfi 
of  the  United  States  which  the  American  GovemineDt  it 
now  prepared  to  repeal. 

The  proposition  now  made  by  Mr.  McLane  for  the  re- 
vocation of  the  order  in  council  of  1826,  stands  up«i 
ground  materially  different  from  that  on  which  the  lase 
question  was  brought  forward  in  the  notes  of  Mr.  GsSiLi 
in  1827,  and  even  in  the  more  explanatory  OTerturtsit 
Mr.  McLane,  contained  in  his  communications  of  Deoa- 
her,  1829,  and  March,  1830. 

Those  several  proposals  were,  all  of  them,  inritsiiGai 
to  the  British  Government  to  pledge  itself,  hypothetioHy, 
to  the  revocation  of  the  order  in  council,  in  the  event  afs 
repeal  oftlioscactsof  the  American  Congress  which  g&re 
occasion  to  it.  His  Majesty's  Government  dediottito 
g:ive  that  prospective  pledge  or  assurance,  on  the  groiirJ} 
stated  in  Lord  Dudley's  note  of  tlie  1st  October,  1^ 
But  the  objections  then  urged  are  not  applicable  totbe 
present  overture.  Provision  has  now  been  made  bjia 
act  of  the  American  Legislature,  for  the  re-eatablisbKest 
of  the  suspended  intercourse  upon  certain  terms  and  as- 
ditions;  and  that  act  being  now  before  his  Majesty's  Gc* 
vernment,  it  is  for  them  to  decide  whether  they  are  pre- 
pared to  adopt  a  corresponding  measure  on  the  put  ^ 
Great  Britain  for  that  object. 

The  undersigned  is  ready  to  admit  tliat,  in  spirit  s»£ 
substance,  tlie  bill  transmitted  by  Mr.  McLane  is  ^^ 
formable  to  the  view  which  he  takes  of  it  in  the  eiprcs- 
sion  before  quoted  from  his  note  of  the  12th  July;  '*^ 
that  it  is  calculated,  therefore,  to  afford  to  Great  Bri:»: 
complete  satisfaction  on  the  several  points  which  ba^ 
been  heretofore  in  dispute  between  the  two  countrc^ 
He  has  also  received,  witl)  much  satisfaction,  the  cspV 
nation  which  Mr.  McLane  has  afforded  him  verbaliy.  t** 
the  last  conference  which  tlie  undersigned  had  the  h<ff<r 
of  holding  with  him,  upon  those  passages  in  wbicb  t.t 
wording  of  the  bill  appears  obscure,  and  in  which  it  setf*^ 
at  least  doubtful  whether  the  practical  construction  of  ^ 
would  fully  correspond  with  the  intentions  of  the  Anien- 
can  Government,  as  expressed  by  Mr.  McLane.  B\;t  ^ 
is,  nevertheless,  necessary,  in  order  to  remove  all  poss^ 
bility  of  future  misapprehension  upon  so  important  a  s:^- 
jcct,  that  he  should  recapitulate  the  points  upon  vi'^'i 
those  doubts  have  arisen,  and  distinctly  state  the  sen*  ^ 
which  the  undersigned  considers  Mr.  McLane  as  concv^r 
ring  with  him  in  the  interpretation  uf  them. 

The  first  point  in  which  a  question  might  arise,  is  in  ti*^ 
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)assag^e  of  the  bill  wherein  it  is  declared,  as  one  of  the 
onditions  on  which  the  restrictions  now  imposed  by  the 
Jnited  States  may  be  removed,  "that  the  vessels  of  the 
Jnited  States,  and  their  cai*goes,  on  entering  the  ports  of 
he  British  possessions,  as  aforesaid,  (viz.  in  the  West 
ndies,  on  the  continent  of  America,  the  Bahama  islands, 
he  Calcos,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer  islands,)  shall  not 
>e  subject  to  other  or  higher  duties  of  tonnage  or  impostt, 
tr  charges  of  any  other  description,  than  would  be  im- 
)osed  on  British  vessels,  or  their  cargoes,  arriving  in  the. 
aid  colonial  posse«uons  from  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
a."  It  is  not  quite  clear  whether  the  concluding  words, 
*  fron)  the  United  States  of  America,"  are  meant  to  apply 
0  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  their  cargoes,  in 
he  iirst  part  of  the  parag^ph,  as  well  as  to  those  of  Great 
Iritainor  her  colonies,  in  the  latter  part. 

It  can  scarcely,  indeed,  have  been  intended  that  this 
tipulation  should  extend  to  American  vessels  coming  with 
argoes  from  any  other  places  than  the  United  States,  be- 
cause it  is  well  known  that,  under  the  navigation  laws  of 
Ireat  Britain,  no  foreigli  vessel  could  bring  a  cargo  to  any 
Jritish  colonial  port  from  any  other  country  than  its  own. 

The  next  condition  expressed  in  the  act  is,  "that  the 
essels  of  the  United  State*")  may  import  into  the  said  colo- 
lial  possessions  from  the  United  States  any  article  or  ar- 
ides  which  could  be  imported  in  a  British  vessel  into 
he  said  possessions  from  the  United  States." 

In  this  passage  it  is  not  made  sufficiently  clear  that  the 
irticles  to  be  imported  on  eaual  terms  by  British  or  Ame- 
ican  vessels  from  the  United  States  must  be  the  produce 
)f  the  United  States.  The  undersigned,  however,  can- 
)ot  but  suppose  that  such  a  limitation  must  have  beencon> 
emplated,  because  the  clause  of  the  navigation  act  alrea- 
\y  adverted  to,  whereby  an  American  vessel  would  be 
trecluded  from  bringing  any  article  not  the  produce  of 
America  to  a  British  colonial  port,  is  not  only  a  subject  of 
miversal  notoriety,  but  the  same  provision  is  distinctly 
nade  in  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  which  has  been  so 
>ften  referred  to  in  the  discussions  on  this  subject. 

It  was  also  necessary  that  the  undersigned  should  ask 
or  some  explanation  of  that  section  of  the  bill  which  has 
eference  to  the  entry  of  vessels  into  the  ports  of  the 
Jnited  States  from  the  continental  colonies  of  Great  Bri- 
ain  in  North  America.  These  are  not  placed,  in  the  terms 
)f  the  act,  on  the  same  footing. as  the  ships  coming  from 
he  colonies  of  the  West  Indies. 

With  respect  to  the  latter,  the  express  provision  made 
or  the  direct  intercourse  with  those  colonics,  together 
nth  the  simultaneous  repeal  of  the  several  American  acts 
vWich  interdict,  at  present,  the  carriage  of  goods  from 
he  United  States  to  West  Indian  ports,  in  ships  having 
rrived  from  other  ports  in  the  British  dominions,  appears 
iilly  to  warrant  tne  expression  before  quoted,  or  Mr. 
icLane,  "that  the  act  would  confer  on  British  vessels  all 
hose  privileges,  as  well  in  the  circuitous  as  in  the  direct 
oyage,  which  Great  Britain  has  at  any  time  demanded. " 
tut,  with  regard  to  the  continental  colonies,  there  is 
nerely  a  provision  for  *' admitting  to  entry,  in  the  ports 
f  the  United  States,  British  vessels  or  their  cargoes  from 
he  islands,  provinces,  or  colonies  of  Great  Britjun,  on  or 
tear  the  North  American  continent,  and  north  or  east  of 
he  United  States."  It  must,  indeed,  be  presumed,  tliat 
esscls  from  these  colonies  are  intended  to  be  admitted 
ipon  the  same  terms,  in  nil  respects,  and  to  be  entitled  to 
he  same  privileges,  as  British  ships  from  any  other  Bri- 
ish  colony. 

The  act  of  Congress  requires,  as  a  further  condition, 
hat,  when  the  intercourse  with  the  West  India  colonies 
hall  be  opened  by  Great  Britain,  "the  commercial  inter- 
ourse  of  the  United  Stales  with  all  other  parts  of  the 
iritish  dominions  or  possessions  shall  be  left  on  a  footing 
tot  less  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  it  now  is." 


ists,  at  this  time,  no  intention  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  commercial  policy  of  Great  Britain,  and  equally  that 
there  is  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  restrict,  in  any  measure,  the  commercial  relations 
between  this  country  and  the  United  States,  yet  the  posi- 
tive condition  to  maintain  unchanged,  or  upon  any  parti- 
cular footing  of  favor,  every  part  of  our  system  of  trade 
affecting  our  intercourse  with  America,  could  not,  with 
propriety,  be  made  the  subject  of  any  specific  engage- 
ment connected  with  the  renewal  of  the  colonial  inter- 
course. Whether  that  intercourse  be  renewed  or  not,  it 
ought  to  remain  at  all  times  as  free  as  it  now  is,  both  to 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  to  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  commercial  re- 
gulations as  either  State  may  deem  to  be  expedient  for  its 
own  interests,  consistently  with  the  obligations  of  existing 
treaties. 

It  is  due  to  the  candor  with  which  the  communications 
of  Mr.  McLAne  have  been  made  on  this  subject,  that  tjie 
undersigned  should  be  thus  explicit  in  noticing  the  pas- 
sage in  the  bill  to  which  he  has  now  adverted. 

Mr.  McLane,  in  his  note  of  the  12th  ultimo,  has  de- 
scribed and  explained  the  material  diminution  which  has 
been  made  in  the  duties  payable  in  the  United  States  on 
the  importation  of  certain  articles  of  colonial  produce. 
This  measure  h-os  been  viewed  by  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  sincere  satisfaction,  as  indicating  a  disposition 
to  cultivate  a  commercial  intercourse  with  his  Majesty's 
colonies,  upon  a  footing  of  greater  freedom  and  reciprocal 
advantage  than  has  hitherto  existed.  But  the  undersigned 
must  frankly  state,  that,  in  the  general  consideration  of 
the  question  now  to  be  determined,  no  weight  ought  to  be 
assigned  to  the  reduction  of  those  duties,  as  forming  any 
part  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  re-establishment  of  the 
intercourse  may  he  acceded  to.  Those  changes  are  part  of 
the  general  scneme  of  taxation  which  the  American  Go- 
vernment may,  at  all  times,  impose  or  modify,  with  the 
same  freedom  as  that  which  Great  Britain  may  exercise  in 
the  regulation  of  any  part  of  its  system  of  duties;  and  it  is 
the  more  essential  that  his  ^lajesty's  Government  should 
not  contract,  by  implication,  any  engagement  towards  that 
of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  such  alterations,  be- 
cause his  Majesty's  Government  have  alrqady  had  under 
their  consideration  the  expediency  of  introducing  some 
modifications  into  the  schedule  of  duties  attached  to  the 
act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  with  a  view  more  effectually 
to  support  the  interests  of  the  British  North  American 
colonies.  To  those  interests,  fostered,  as  they  have  inci- 
dentally been,  by  the  suspension  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween tlie  United  States  and  the  West  Indies,  his  Majes- 
ty's Government  will  continue  to  look  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  afford  them  such  protection  by  discriminating 
duties  as  may  appear  to  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of 
other  parts  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  with  a  sound 
policy  in  the  commercial  relations  of  this  country  with  all 
other  States. 

The  undersigned  has  thought  it  desirable  that  this  point 
shoidd  be  distinctly  understood  on  both  sides,  in  order  that 
no  doubt  should  exist  of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  vary 
those  duties  from  time  to  time,  according  to  her  own  views 
of  expediency,  unfettered  by  any  obligation,  expressed  or 
iihplied,  towards  the  United  States  or  any  other  country. 
The  undersigned  adverts  again  with  satisfaction  to  the 
verbal  explanations  which  he  has  receivedfrom  Mr.  McLane 
of  those  passages  in  the  act  of  Congress  which  have 
not  appeared  to  the  undersigned  to  be  literally  adapted  to 
ihe  provisions  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1825.  He  con. 
curs  with  Mr.  McLane  in  thinking  that  these  will  be  found 
to  have  been  merely  apparent  deviations  from  the  condi. 
tions  of  that  statute,  because  the  whole  of  the  recent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  American  Government  and  Legislature  in 
this  matter  have  been  manifestly  and  expressly  founded 


Although  it  may  be  most  truly  stated  that  there  ex-|upon  a  determination  to  conform  to  it.     Any  other  view 
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of  the  subject  would  be  entirely  at  variance  with  the  tenor 
of  the  several  communications  from  Mr.  McLane  before 
adverted  to,  which  have  all  been  conformable  to  the  ex- 
plicit proposition  contained  in  his  note  of  the  12th  Decem- 
ber, 1829,  «*  that  the  Government  of  the  United  State* 
should  now  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment of  July  5,  1825,  by  an  express  law,  opening*  their 
ports  for  the  admission  of  British  vessels,  and  by  allowing 
their  entry  with  the  same  kind  of  British  colonial  produce 
as  may  be  imported  in  American  vessels,  tho  vessels  of 
both  countries  paying  the  same  charges;  suspending  the 
alien  duties  on  British  vessels  and  cargoes,  and  abolishing 
the  restrictions  in  the  act  of  Congi'ess  of  1823  to  the 
direct  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  colonies;  and  that  such  a  law  should  be  immediately 
followed  by  a  revocation  of  the  British  order  in  council  of 
the  27th  July,  1826,  the  abolition  or  suspension  of  all  dis 
criminating  duties  on  American  vessels  in  the  British  colo 
nial  ports,  and  the  enjoyment,  by  the  United  States,  of 
the  advantages  of  the  act  of  Parliament  of  the  5th  July, 
1825."  It  only  remains,  therefore,  for  the  undersigned  to 
assure  Mr.  McLane,  that,  if  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  determine  to  give  effect  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
in  conformity  >yith  the  construction  put  upon  its  provisions 
both  by  Mr.  McLane  and  by  tlie  undersigned,  all  difficulty 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  way  of  a  renewal  of 
the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  West 
Indies,  according  to  the  foregoing  proposition  made  by 
Mr.  McLane,  will  thereby  be  removed. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr.  McLane 
the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

ABERDEEN. 

Levis  McLaxe,  Esq.  &c. 

Jkfi*.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  MeLaru, 

Departkk?(t  op  State, 

iVashington,  October  5,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  20th  August  was,  on  the  3d 
instant,  received  at  this  department,  and,  with  its  contents, 
laid^efoi'e  the  President. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  proclamation,  and 
instructions  from  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  collec- 
tors of  customs,  that  the  President  has  adopted  without 
reserve  the  construction  given  to  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  29th  of  May,  1830,  by  Lord  Aberdeen  and  yourself, 
by  accepting  the  assurance  of  the  British  Government, 
with  the  accompanying  explanations,  as  a  compliance  with 
its  requisitions,  and  by  doing  all  that  was  necessary  to  car- 
ry the  proposed  arrangement  into  complete  effect  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  By  virtue  of  the  President's 
proclamation,  and  the  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress 
above  referred  to,  our  restrictive  acts  are  repealed,  and 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  opened  to  British  vessels 
commg  from  any  of  the  British  colonial  possessions  men- 
tioned in  both  sections  of  the  act,  upon  the  terms  stated  in 
that  act,  and  in  the  accompanying  instruction.  The  Presi- 
dent does  not  doubt  that,  having  thus  giving  effect  to  the  ar- 
rangement on  the  part  of  this  Government,  that  of  Great 
Britain  will,  without  delay,  do  what  is  necessary  on  its  side 
to  remove  all  existing  obstructions  to  the  renewal  of  tlie 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
colonial  possessions  referred  to,  according  to  the  proposi- 
tion submitted  by  you  and  accepted  by  that  Government. 
He  allows  himself  also  to  expect  that  the  circumstance 
that  the  ports  of  the  United  States  are  forthwith  open  to 
British  vessels,  whilst  the  opening  of  tliosc  of  Great 
Britain  must  uwait  the  action  of  the  British  Government, 
thus  producing  temporarily  an  unequal  operation,  will  in- 
duce his  Majesty's  Government  to  give  to  the  matter  its 
earliest  attention. 

The  President  has  derived  g^reat  satisfaction  from  the 
candor  and  liberality  which  have  characterized  the  con- 


duct of  his  Majesty's  ministers  throughout  the  ncgotiatior^ 
and  particularly  in  not  suffering  the  inadvertencies  of  our 
legislation,  attributable  to  the  ha^te  and  confitaon  of  the 
closing  scenes  of  the  session,  to  defeat  or  delay  the  adjust- 
ment of  a  question,  with  respect  to  the  substance  of  which, 
and  the  interest  of  the  two  countries,  in  its  adjustmciit, 
both  Governments  are  now  happily  of  one  opinion.  He 
cherishes  the  most  livelv  anticipations  of  the  solid  beTie6t9 
which  will  flow  from  the  trade  that  is  about  to  revive,  as 
well  as  of  the  benign  influence  which  the  satisfiictory  re- 
moval of  a  long  standing  and  vexatious  impediment  to  the 
extension  of  their  commercial  intercourse  is  calculated  to 
exercise  upon  the  relations  between  the  two  countries 
It  is  his  wish  that  you  should  make  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment acquainted  with  these  sentiments,  and  assure  it  thi! 
he  will  neglect  no  opportunity  which  may  present  itstlf  to 
prove  his  sincere  desire  to  strengthen  and  improve  tlwse 
relations  by  every  act  within  the  sphere  of  his  authorl'y 
which  may  contribute  to  confirm  the  good  understandirf 
so  happily  established. 

It  is  also  to  me  a  pleasing  duty  to  express  to  ycu,  as  I 
am  directed  to  do,  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  President 
with  your  conduct  on  this  important  occasion.  The  ut- 
tiring  zeal,  patriotic  .exertions,  and  g^eat  ability,  whcs 
you  have  displayed  in  the  difficult  negotiation  thus  sat- 
factorily  concluded,  realize  all  the  anticipations  he  W. 
formed  from  the  employment  of  your  talents  in  this  im- 
portant branch  of  the  public  service,  and  entitle  yen  u 
the  thanks  of  your  country.  To  these  sentiments  1  beg 
leave  to  add  the  expression  of  my  own  unqualified  ap- 
probation of  all  your  acts  since  the  commencement  of  voir 
mission  near  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 

I  am,  w^ith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Louis  McLane,  Esq.  Envoy  Extraordinary,  &c^ 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

A  PBOCLAMATIOir. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Cnited 
States,  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  it  is  provided,  that,  ti'hfii- 
ever  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  receive  ntii' 
factory  evidence  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britiin  «3l 
open  the  ports  in  its  colonial  possessions  in  the  We<  l^ 
dies,  on  the  continent  of  South  America,  the  BrJian* 
islands,  the  Caicos,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer  island*,  to 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  for  an  indefinite  or  fcr  % 
limited  term,  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  t.T^ 
their  cargoes,  on  entering  the  colonial  ports  aforesaid,  shsfl 
not  be  subject  to  other  or  higher  duties  of  tonnage  or  :ir.- 
post,  or  cliarges  of  any  other  description,  than  w  ooW  be 
imposed  on  British  vessels,  or  their  cargoes,  arri^inp* 
the  said  colonial  possessions  from  the  United  States;  tHat 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States  may  import  into  the  s»  J 
colonial  possessions,  from  the  United  States,  any  article  or 
articles  which  could  be  imported  in  a  British  vessel  into 
the  said  possessions  from  the  United  States;  and  tbut  iU 
vessels  of  the  United  States  may  export  firom  the  Britsh 
colonies  aforementioned,  to  any  country  whatever,  other 
than  the  dominions  or  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  sny 
article  or  articles  that  can  be  exported  therefrom  in  a 
British  vessel,  to  any  country  other  than  the  British  dc- 
minions  or  possessions  aforesaid — leaving  the  commercial 
intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  all  other  parts  of  the 
British  dominions  or  possessions  on  a  footing  not  liss 
favorable  to  the  Unitca  States  than  it  now  is — that  then, 
and  in  such  case,  the  President  of  the  United  States  shit 
be  authorized,  at  any  time  before  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  issue  his  proclamation,  declaring  that  he  has  rf- 
ceived  such  evidence;  and  that,  thereupon,  and  from  trr 
date  of  such  proclamation,  the  ports  of  the  tjnited  5tate^ 
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shall  be  opened  indefinitely,  or  for  a  term  fixed,  as  the  | 
case  maybe,  to  British  vessels  coming  from  the  said  British 
colonial  possessions,  and  their  cargoes,  subject  to  no  other 
or  higher  duty  of  tonnage  or  impost,  or  cliarge  of  any 
description  whatever,  than  would  be  levied  on  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  or  their  cargoes,  arriving  from  the 
said  British  possessions;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  British  vessels  to  import  into  the  United  States,  and 
to  export  therefrom,  any  article  or  articles  which  may  be 
imporfed  or  exported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  the  act  entitled  **An  act  concerning  navigation," 
passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighteen,  an  act  supplementary  thereto, 
passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  and  an  act  entitled  <'An  act  to  re- 
gulate the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
btates  and  certain  British  ports,"  passed  on  the  first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -three,  shall, 
in  such  case  be  suspended  or  absolutely  repealed,  as  the 
case  may  require: 

And  whereas,  by  the  said  act,  it  is  further  provided, 
that,  whenever  the  ports  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
been  opened  under  the  authority  thereby  given,  British 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  shall  be  admitted  to  an  entry  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  from  the  islands,  provinces, 
or  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  on  or  near  the  North  Ameri- 
can continent,  and  north  or  east  of  the  United  States: 

And  whereas  satisfactory  evidence  has  been  received  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  that,  whenever  he  shall 
give  effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid,  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  will  open,  for  an  indefinite 
period,  the  ports  of  its  colonial  possessions  in  the  West  In- 
dies, on  the  continent  of  South  America,  the  Bahama 
islands,  the  Caicq^,  and  tiie  Bermuda  or  Somer  islands,  to 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  their  cargoes,  upon 
the  terms,  and  according  to  the  requisitions,  of  tiie  afore- 
said act  of  Congress: 

Now,  therefore,  I  Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  declare  and  proclaim 
that  such  evidence  lias  been  received  by  me;  and  that,  by 
tiic  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  29th  of 
May,  1830,  the  ports  of  the  United'  States  are,  from  the 
date  of  this  proclamation,  open  to  British  vessels  coming 
from  the  said  British  possessions,  and  their  cargoes,  upon 
the  terms  set  forth  in  the  said  act;  the  act  entitled  *<  An 
act  concerning  navigation,"  passed  on  the  18th  of  April, 
1818,  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed  the  15th  of 
May,  1820,  and  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  regulate  the 
commercial  intercourse  beweeen  the  United  States  and 
certain  British  ports,"  passed  the  1st  of  March,  1823,  arc 
absolutely  repealed;  and  British  vessels  and  their  car- 
goes are  admitted  to  an  entry  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  (irom  the  islands,  provinces,  and  colonies  of  Great 
Britain,  on  or  near  the  North  American  continent,  and 
north  or  east  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the 
5th  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1830,  and 
the  fifly-fifth  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
S  lates 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
By  the  President : 

M.  Vax  Bur  en, 

Seerttary  of  State. 

Circular  to  the  Collectors  of  Customs. 

TUKASURY  DkPAHTMKNT, 

October  6,  1830. 

Sir:  You  will  perceive  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, herewith  transmitted,  that,  from  and  after  the  date 
thereof,  tiie  act  entitled  «'  An  act  concerning  navigation," 
passed  on  the  18th  of  April,  1818,  an  act  supplementary 


thereto,  passed  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  and  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  British  ports,"  passed  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1823,  are  absolutely  repealed;  and  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  are  opened  to  British  vessels  and  their 
cargoes  coming  from  the  British  colonial  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies,  on  tiie  continent  of  South  America,  the  Ba- 
hama islands,  the  Caicos,  and  the  Bermuda  or  Somer  islands; 
also,  from  the  islands,  provinces,  or  colonies  of  Great  Britain 
on  or  near  the  North  American  continent,  and  north  or  cast 
of  the  United  States.  By  virtue  of  the  authority  of  this  pro- 
clamation, and  in  conformity  with  the  arrangeifient  made 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  under 
the  sanction  of  the  President,  you  are  instructed  to  admit 
to  entr)'  such  vessels,  being  laden  with  the  productions 
of  Great  Britain  or  her  said  colonies,  subject  to  the  same 
duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  and  other  charges,  as  arc 
levied  on  the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  their  cargt>es, 
arriving  from  the  said  British  colonies.  You  will,  also, 
grant  clearances  to  British  vessels  for  the  several  ports  of 
the  aforesaid  colonial  possessions  of  Great  Britain,  such 
vessels  being  laden  with  such  articles  as  may  be  exported 
from  the  United  States  in  vessels  of  the  United  States: 
and  British  vessels,  coming  from  the  said  British  colonial 
possessions,  may  also  be  cleared  for  foreigii  ports  and 
places  other  than  those  in  the  said  British  colonial  posses- 
sions, being  laden  with  such  articles  as  may  be  exported 
from  the  United  States  in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM, 

Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury. 

Extract: — J!^.  McLane  to  Mr,  Vmi  Buren,  dated 

JLoirvoir,  November  6,  1830. 

I  received  on  the  2d  instant  your  despatch,  number  22, 
of  the  5th  October,  transmitting  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  and  instnictions  from  the  Treasury  Department 
to  the  collectors  of  customs,  executing,  on  the  part  of  our 
Government,  the  proposed  arrangement  with  this,  for  the 
restoration  of  the  direct  intercourse  with  the  British  West 
Indies.  I  communicated  tiiese  documents  to  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  on  the  3d  instant,  and  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith  his  answer  thereto,  and  an  order  of  theKuig 
in  council,  completing  the  proposed  arrangement  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  fully  closing  the  negotiation 
upon  this  important  part  of  our  relations. 

This  arrangement  has  already  produced,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  produce,  considerable  dissatisfaction  in  the  British 
Northern  provinces,  and  with  those  interests  which  have 
been  mcidcntally  fostered  by  the  omission  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  5th  July, 
1825,  and  the  British  order  in  council  of  July,  1826.  It 
may  be  expected,  therefore,  as  1  have  already  stated  in 
my  former  despatches,  that  some  attempt  will  be  imme- 
diately made  to  reconcile  those  interests  to  the  restoration 
of  the  direct  intercourse.  Some  of  the  duties  in  favor  of 
the  Northern  productions  will,  doubtless,  be  increased, 
but  others  will  be  reduced.  I  cannot,  however,  at  this 
moment,  speak  fully  or  with  entire  certainty  of  the  inten- 
tions of  this  Government  in  that  respect. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  inform  you,  that,  by  the  act 
of  Parliament  of  the  2d  July,  1827,  entitled  «*  An  act  to 
amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  customs,"  the  importation 
of  salted  beef  and  pork  is  admitted  into  Newfoundland 
free  of  duty,  and  into  aU  tiie  other  British  ports  at  a  duty 
of  twelve  shillings  sterling  the  hundred  weight.  Under 
the  present  arrangement,  by  which  the  colonial  ports  arc 
now  opened  to  our  vessels,  we  shall  be  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefit of  this  act,  mid  in  that  way  acquire  a  valuable  bmnch 
of  trade,  which  we  could  not  have  enjovcd  by  the  famous 
act  of  5th  Julv,  1825, 
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Tradt  with  Britiah  Colonies, 


Mr.  McLane  to  Lord  Aberdeen. 

9»  CUAXDOS  StBEET,  POBTLAITD  PLACX, 

November  3,  1830. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  eztraordinaiy  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith  to  tlie  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  a  pro- 
clamation issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
on  the  5th  of  October  last,  and,  also,  a  letter  of  instruc- 
tions from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity 
thereto,  to  the  several  collectors  of  the  United  States,  re- 
moving the  restrictions  on  the  trade  in  British  vessels  with 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  and  the  colonial  possessions 
of  Great  Britain.  And  the  undersigned  takes  leave  to  add, 
that,  although  these  papers  appear  to  be  sufficiently  clear 
and  explicit,  he  will  take  much  pleasure  in  making  any 
further  persSrlBl  explanation  of  their  import  that  may  be 
considered  desirable. 

It  will  be  perceived,  however,  that,  by  virtue  of  the 
foregoing  proclamation,  and  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
Cong^ss  of  the  29th  May,  1830,  the  restrictive  acts  of 
the  United  States  are  absolutely  repealed;  that  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  are  open  to  the  admission  and  entry  of 
British  vessels  coming  from  any  of  the  British  ports  men- 
tioned in  both  sections  of  the  said  act,  with  the  same  kind 
of  British  colonial  produce  as  may  be  imported  in  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  upon  the  same  terms;  that  the  alien  du- 
ties, in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on  British  vessels, 
and  their  cargoes,  and  also  the  restrictions  in  the  act  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  1823  to  the  direct  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  the  British  West 
India  colonies,  are  abolished. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  state  further,  that 
these  acts  have  been  performed  by  the  President  in  con- 
formity with  tlie  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  of  the  ITlh 
of  August  last;  and  that,  by  accepting  the  assurance  of  the 
British  Government,  with  the  accompanying  explanation, 
as  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  29th  May,  1830,  and  doing  all  that  was  ne- 
cessary on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  effect  the  pro- 
posed arrangement,  he  has  adppted,  without  reserve,  the 
construction  put  upon  the  act  of  Congress  both  by  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  and  the  undersigned. 

In  communicating  these  documents  to  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen, the  undersigned  is  instructed  to  inform  him  that  the 
President  has  derived  great  satisfaction  from  the  candor 
manifested  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  in  the  course  of  the 
negotiation;  and  that,  having  thus  given  effect  to  the  ar- 
rangement on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  he  does  not 
doubt  that  Great  Britain,  acting  in  the  spirit  and  terms  of 
the  proposition  submitted  by  the  undersigned,  and  accept- 
ed in  the  letter  of  Lord  Aberdeen  of  the  17th  of  August 
last,  will  as  promptly  comply  with  those  terms  on  her 
part,  and  remove  the  existing  obstructions  to  the  renewal 
of  the  intercourse  between  tlie  ports  of  the  United  States 
and  the  British  colonial  possessions. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  takes  leave  to  state,  that, 
from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  the 
vessels  of  Great  Britain  have  been  and  are  actually  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  advantages  of  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, while  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  and  must 
remain  excluded  from  the  same  until  the  requisite  mea- 
sures shall  be  adopted  by  this  Government.  The  under- 
signed has  the  honor  to  ask,  therefore,  that  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  will  enable  him  to  communicate  the  adoption  of 
those  measures  to  his  Government,  by  the  opportunity 
which  will  offer  for  that  purpose  on  the  6th  instant. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  tliis  occasion  to  re- 
new to  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  the  assurance  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

LOUIS  McI.ANE. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  ABKimREjr,  &c. 


Lord  Aberdeen  to  Mr.  Meldme* 

FoRsiGs^  'Ofticb,  Nacember  5,  1830. 

The  undersigned,  his  Majesty's  princlpaJ  Secretary  U 
State  for  Foreign  Affurs,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  note  of  Mr.  McLane,  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  Sta.tes 
at  this  court,  of  the  3d  instant,  in  which  he  encloses  a  pro- 
clamation issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 
the  5th  ultimo,  and  also  a  letter  of  instructions  from  tbt 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  thereto,  to  the 
several  collectors  of  the  United  States,  removing  the  re> 
strictions  on  the  trade  in  British  vessels  with  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  and  the  colonial  possessiona  of  Gr«»t 
Britain. 

Mr.  McLAne  observes,  that,  by  virtue  of  the  prochmt- 
tion  in  question,  and  the  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  29th  May,  1830,  the  restrictive  acta  of  the  Uoltd 
States  are  absolutely  repealed;  that  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  are  opened  to  the  admission  and  entry  of  Brii^ 
vessels  coming  from  any  of  the  British  porta  mentioned  is 
both  sections  of  the  said  act,  witli  the  same  kind  of  Brin^fc 
colonial  produce  as  may  be  imported  in  American  ves^^.  U» 
and  upon  the  same  terms;  that  the  alien  duties,  in  the  pcrts 
of  the  United  States,  on  British  vessels  and  th^  car^enes, 
and  also  the  restrictions  in  the  act  of  Congress  ot  the 
United  States  of  1823  to  the  direct  intercourse  bet  veer 
the  United  States  and  the  British  West  India  colonies,  x:t 
abolished. 

Mr.  McLane  adds,  that,  in  performing  these  acts,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  adopted,  without  re- 
serve, tlie  construction  put  upon  the  act  of  Congress  gf 
the  29th  of  May,  1830,  by  himself,  and  by  the  undeT£gr.ed 
in  his  note  of  the  17th  of  August  last 

The  undersigned  having  stated  to  Mr.  McJLane,  in  his 
above  mentioned  note,  that,  under  such  circumstances,  JI 
difficulty  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  v  ay  of  lie 
renewal  of  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  asd 
the  West  Indies,  according  to  the  proposition  made  ty 
Mr.  McLane,  would  be  removed,  he  has  now  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  Mr.  McLane  the  accompanying  copy  of  an  c«r- 
der  issued  by  his  Majesty  inxouncil  this  day,  for  regulating 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  uni 
his  Majesty's  possessions  abroad. 

The  undersigned  cannot  omit  this  opportunity-  of  ex- 
pressing to  Mr.  McLane  the  satisfaction  of  his  Majc»t>'f 
Government  at  the  promptitude  and  frankness  with  wh-cL 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  concurred  in  the 
view  taken  b^  them  of  this  question;  and  at  tlie  coi^ar- 
<|uent  extension  of  that  commercial  intercourse  whk:i 
it  is  so  much  the  interest  of  both  countries  to  iLain- 
tain,  and  which  his  Majesty  will  always  he  found  ^nccrch 
desirous  to  promote  by  all  the  means  m  his  power. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  re> 
new  to  Mr.  McLane  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consi- 
deration. 

ABERDEEN. 

Louis  McLaite,  Esq.  &c. 

At  thk  Coukt  it  St.  Jaxes*, 

Novembers,  1830. 

Present:  The  King^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  council 
Whereas,  by  a  certain  act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  li*^ 
sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  George 
the  Fourth,  entitled  *«  An  act  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the 
British  possessions  abroad,"  after  reciting  that  ^'bythe 
law  of  navigation  foreign  ships  are  permitted  to  import 
into  any  of  the  British  possessions  abroad,  from  the  cuud- 
trics  to  which  they  belong,  goods  the  produce  of  thi»e 
counties,  and  to  export  goods  from  such  possesaomi  to  be 
carried  to  any  foreign  country  whatever,  and  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  such  permission  should  be  subject  to  certiii) 
conditions,  it  is  therefore  enacted,  that  tl»  privileges  there- 
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bjr  gnnted  to  fbrti^  ahipi  ahaU  be  United  to  the  ships  of 
those  countries  which,  baring  colonial  possessiona,  shall 
grant  the  like  priyilege  of  trying  with  tnose  possessions 
to  British  sbipsi  or  which,  not  navinr  colonial  posses- 
son%  shall  place  the  commerce  and  fiayigation  of  this 
country  and  of  its  possessions  abroad  upon  the  same  foot* 
ing  of  the  most  fiivored  nation,  unless  his  Majesty,  by  his 
Older  in  council,  shall  in  any  case  deem  it  expedient  to 
grant  the  whole  or  any  of  such  privileges  to  the  ships^  of 
any  forei^  country,  although  the  conditions  aforesaid 
shall  not  m  all  respects  be  fulfilled  by  such  foreign  coun- 
try:"   And  whereas,  by  a  certun  onler  of  his  said  late 
l&jesty  in  council,  bwing  date  the  37th  day  of  July, 
18^6,  after  reciting  that  the  conditions  mentioned  and  re- 
ferred to  in  the  said  act  of  Parliament  had  not- in  all  re- 
spects been  fulfilled  by  the  GoTemment  of  the  Umted 
States  of  America,  and  that,  therefore,  the  privileges  so 
granted  as  aforesud  by  the  law  of  navigation  to  foreign  ships 
could  not  lawfully  be  ezeroised  or  enjoyed  by  the  ships 
of  the  United  States  aforesaid,  unless  his  Kajesty,  by 
order  in  council,  should  grant  the  whole  or  any  of  such  pri- 
vileges to  the  ships  of  the  UnKed  States  aforesaid,  his  said 
late  Majesty  did,  m  pursuance  of  the  powers  in  him  vested 
by  the  said  act,  grant  the  privileses  aforesaid  to  the  ships 
of  the  said  United  States,  but  did  thereby  provide  and  de- 
clare that  such  privileges  should  abaolutely  cease  and 
determine  in  his  Majesty's  possessions  in  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America,  and  in  certain  other  of  his  Majesty's 
possesnons  abroad,  upon  and  from  certain  days  in  the  said 
order  for  that  purpose  appointed,  and  which  are  long  since 
passed :  And  whereas,  by  a  certain  other  otder  of  his  said 
late  Majesty  in  council,  bearing  date  tiie  16th  of  July, 
1827,  the  said  last  mentioned  order  was  confirmed:  And 
whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  Parliament  in  that 
belmlf  cnade  and  provided,  his  said  late  Maie8ty,>y  a 
certain  order  in  council,  bearing  date  the  31st  day  of  July, 
1823,  and  by  the  said  order  in  council,  bearing  date  the 
27tb  day  of  July,  1836,  was  pleased  to  order  that  there 
should  be  charged  on  all  vessels  of  the  said  United  States 
which  should  enter  any  of  the  ports  of  his  Majesty's  pos- 


sesnons  in  the  West  Indies  or  America,  with  articles  of 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  said  States^ 
certain  duties  of  tonnage  and  of  customs  therein  particu* 
larljr  specified:  And  whereas  it  hath  been  made  to  appear 
to  his  Maiesty  in  council,  that  the  restrictions  heretofore 
imposed  by  me  laws  of  the  United  States  aforesud  upon 
British  vessels  navigating  between  the  said  States  and  his 
Majesty's  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  and  America  have 
been  repealed,  and  that  the  discriminating  duties  of  ton- 
nage and  of  customs  heretofore  imposed  by  the  laws  of 
the  said  United  States  upon  Britidi  vessels  and  their  car- 
goes, entering  the  ports  of  the  said  States  from  his  Majes- 
ty's said  poasesrions,  have  been  also  repealed;  and  that  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  are  now  open  to  British  vessels 
and  their  cargoes  coming  from  his  Majes^'s  possessions 
aforesaid:  His  Maiesty  doth,  therefore,  with  advice  of  his 
privy  council,  and  in  pursuance  and  exercise  of  the  pow- 
ers so  vested  in  him  as  aforesaid,  bjr  the  said  act  so  passed 
in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reien  of  his  said  late  Majesty,  or 
by  any  other  act  or  acts  of  Parliament,  declare  that  the 
said  recited  orders  in  council  of  the  Slst  day  of  July,  1823, 
and  of  the  27th  day  of  July,  1826,  and  the  said  order  in 
council  of  the  16th  day  of  JiUy,  1837,  (so  far  as  the  such  last 
mentioned  order  relates  to  the  said  United  States,)  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  revoked:  And  lus 
Majesty  doth  fiirther,  by  the  advice  aforesaid,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  the  powers  aforesaid,  declare  that  the  ships  of 
and  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America  may  im- 
port from  the  United  States  aforesaid,  into  the  British  pos- 
sesnons  abroad,  goods  the  produce  of  those  States,  and 
may  export  goods  fhim  the  British  possessions  abroad,  to 
be  earned  to  any  forogn  country  whatever. 

And  the  Bight  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
his  Majesty's  Treasurv,  and  tiie  Rig^t  Honorable  Sir 
George  Murray,  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  are  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein,  as  to 
them  may  respectively  appertain. 

JAMES^BULLEB. 
A  true  copy. 

Coujrcu  Orvicx,  Wbitsball,  Ifov,  6, 1830. 


[The  schedule  of  duties,  and  the  extract  of  a  letter  relating  to  it^  (referred  to  in  the  list  of  papers,)  are  omitted.] 
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THB  THIBB  DAT  OF  XABCHy  OBB  THOUSABB  BtOHT  HUBOBBD  ABB  TBIBTT-OBI* 


kN  ACT  to  chan£^  the  time  of  holding  the  rule  term 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  West  Tennessee. 

Be  it  tnacUd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta 
'vea  of  the  United  States  of  America  m  Congress  assem* 
ted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District  Judge  of 
'cnnessee,  to  bold  a  term  of  the  Circuit  Court  at  Nash- 
iUe,  for  the  Dbtrict  of- West  Tennessee,  on  the  first 
londay  in  March,  in  each  year»  who  shall  have  power  to 
lake  all  necessary  rules  and  orders  touching  any  suit» 
&tion,  appeal,  writ  of  error,  process,  pleading^  or  pro 
sedings,  that  may  be  pending  in  said  Circuit  Court,  or 
lat  may  have  issued  returnable  to  the  Circuit  Court  to 
e  holden  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  next,  prepa- 
^ory  to  the  hearing,  trial,  or  decision  of  such  action, 
lit,  appeal,  writ  St  error,  process,  pleadings,  or  pro- 
sedings ;  and  aU  writs  and  process  may  hereafter  be  re- 
imable  to  the  said  Courts  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Mon- 
ly  in  March,  in  the  same  manner  as  to  the  sessions  of 
le  Circuit  Courts  directed  by  law  to  be  held  at  Nash- 
Ile  on  tlie  first  Monday  in  September  of  each  year ;  and 
ke  writs  and  other  process  returnable  to  the  said  Circuit 
ourt  on  the  first  Monday  in  September,  may  bear  teste 
I  the  first  Monday  in  March. 

Sbc.  2.  Jkklbeit  further  enacted.  That  the  said  District 
idge  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  or 
any  other  period  of  time,  more  than  three  months  he- 
re the  September  term  of  said  Court :  Provided^  That 
»  final  iu^(ment  be  rendered  at  said  term  to  be  held 
'  the  District  Judge,  except  by  the  consent  of  both 
rtics. 

ANDREW  STEVBNSON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kepresentattves. 

JOHN  C.  CALHOUN, 

President  of  tJie  Senate. 
Approved:  Januaiy  13, 1831. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

^  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  paying  to  the  State  of  Illinois  three  per  centum  of 
the  nett  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  within  the  same." 

Be  it  enaetedf  &e.  That  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled,  an 
:  to  provide  for  paying  tu  the  State  of  Illinois  three  per 
itum  of  the  nett  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  ttie 
blic  lands  within  the  same,"  approved  the  twelfth  of 
cember,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  as  requires  an 
lual  account  of  the  application,  by  the  said  State,  of 

Vqu  VII— ^. 


tlie  said  three  per  centum  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
Appravfd:  Januaiy  13, 1831 

AN  ACT  malting  appropriations  for  carrying  Into  efi*ect 

certain  Indian  Treaties. 

Be  it  enaetedf  &e.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
onethoufand  eight  hundred  and  thirty: 

For  the  annual  support  of  a  school  for  the  education 
of  Indian  youth,  as  stipulated  for  by  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  fifth  or  August,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six,  with  the  Chippewa  tribe  orlndians, 
one  thousand  dollars « 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  of  two  thousand  dollars, 
and  also  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  for  education, 
as  stipukted  ibr  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
sixteenth  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six, with  the  Potawattamies,  the  annual  sum  of  four 
thousand  dollars'; 

For  the  annual  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  miller,  and 
for  furnishing  annually  one  hundred  and  sixty  bushels  of 
salt,  under  the  same .  treaty,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars ; 

For  the  payment  of  the  permanent  and  limited  annui- 
ties provided  for  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Pottawattamtes,  of  the  twentieth  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -eight,  annually  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars ; 

For  tobacco,  iront  steel,  education,  annuity  to  the 
principal  chie^and  employment  of  laberen,  by  aame  arti- 
cle, one  thousani  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars ; 

For  payment  of  permanent  annuity  under  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Miamies,  of  the  twenly-thiitl 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-siz» 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars ; 

For  iron,  steel,  tobacco,  and  laborers,  by  same  article* 
one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  support  of  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  for  education, 
under  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Approved:  January  13,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  benefit  of  schoobin  Lawrence  county^ 

Mississippi. 

Be  it  engttedt  &e.  That  one  section  of  the  public  lands 
subject  to  private  entry  and  sale  in  the  stateaf  Missia- 
tippi,  bo  located  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Khoois  in 
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Lawrence  county,  in  said  State,  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth 
section,  sold  and  patented  to  Will  Whitehead. 

Sec  2.  ^nd  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  any  person  ap- 
pc  inted  by  order  uf  the  Probate  Court,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  I^awrencc,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
locate  the  quantity  of  land  named  in  this  act,  for  the  pur- 
poses above  immed. 

Approved:  January  13, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Fitzgerald. 

Be  it  enaetedt  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  place  Aaron  Fitzgerald  on  th«  pension  list  during 
life,  at  twelve  dollars  per  month,  instead  of  the  pension 
which  he  now  receives. 

8kg.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaefed,  1'hat  there  be  paid 
to  tlie  said  Aaron  Fitzgerald  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty-one  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents;  bein?  the  diffe- 
rence between  six  dollars  per  month  actually  allowed  him 
as  a  pension,  and  eight  doliars  per  month  which  ought  to 
have  been  allowed  biro  from  the  twenty-fin»t  of  February, 
one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  to  the  eleventh 
'  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  ;  and 
that  the  said  sum  be  paid  to  him  out  of  any  nioney  in 
the  Treasunf  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved:  January  13, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  **  An  act  tO  provide 
for  paying  to  the  States  of  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and 
Alabama,  three  per  centum  of  the  nett  proceeds  aris- 
ing from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  within  the  same." 

Be  il  enacted,  &c.  That  so  much  of  an  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  States  of  Missouri^ 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  three  per  centum  of  the  nett 
proceeds  arising  from  the  Sale  of  the  public  lands  within 
the  same,"  approved  the  third  of  May,  eighteen  luindred 
and  twentytwo,  as  requires  an  annual  account  of  the  ap- 
plication of  the  said  three  per  centum,  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved*  January  19, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Fitzgerald. 

Be  it  enacted,  8ic.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  lo  cause  to  be  paid  to  Thonuis 
Fitzgerald,  an  invalid  pensioner  of  the  United  States,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  twenty- 
two  cents,  being  arrearages  of  pension  to  which  he  is 
entitled  on  account  of  a  total  disability  received  while 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  which  has  here- 
tofore been  witliheld  in  cansequenoe  of  a  mistake  in  first 
plaang  his  name  on  the  pension  roll. 

Approved:  January  19,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  cloaing  certain  accounts,  ami  making  ap* 
propriatioBs  fbt  arrearages  in  the  Indian  Department 

Be  it  enacted,  tie.  That  the  stim  of  sixty  one  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, for  arrearages  in  tlie  Indian  Depaitment,  the 
same  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  balances  on  ac- 
counts presented  and  settled  by  the  proper  accounting 
officer,  and  now  actually  due,  M'hich  accrued  previous  k> 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

SzC.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  and  closing  the  accounts  in  the  office  of  the 
Second  Auditor,  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  prior  to  the 
date  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  direct  tranfers  to  be  madefrom  such  balances  of 
moneys  heretofore  appropriated  to  carry  into  effect  cer- 
tain  Indian  treaties  as  are  no  longer  required  for  their 


several  objects,  to  the  credit  of  certun  other  heads  of 
Indian  expenditure,  under  which  balances  teeming  pn. 
viously  to  the  aliove  date,  remain  due  to  certain  indiri. 
vidua] s,  and  appear  upon  the  books  of  the  Second  h- 
ditor ;  also,  to  direct  similar  trmnsfi-rs  to  be  msde  to  ud 
from  the  several  specific  heads  of  donting«iides  of  tbe 
Indian  Department,  pay  of  agents,  sub-ageftts,  and  ]se- 
sents  to  Indians ;  and,  also,  of  the  sum  of  five  thooasd 
and  fourteen  dollars  and  fifieen  cents  from  the  head  i 
subsistence  of  t^xe  army,  to  the  head  of  Indian  expeati- 
ture,  under  which  that  amount  was  actually  applied  aid 
expended :  Provided,  atuKWS,  That  no  such  tnnsfe 
shall  be  made  unless  it  satisfactorily  appear  that  the  ipe 
cific  expenditure  was  actually  made  for  the  lerncect 
Indian  affain,  in  good  faith,  by  an  authorized  agent  of 
the  Government,  and  before  the  date  aforesaid,  and  ik 
the  balances  from  which  such  transfers  are  autboriudt? 
be  made  are  not  necessary  for  the  specific  paipme  i 
their  original  appropriation. 

•  Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  the  Seo^T 
of  the  I'reasury  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  pij '« 
Mark  and  R.  H.  Bean,  of  Arkansas,  out  of  any  money  a 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  right  tb» 
sand  seven  hundred  and  forty-eijgnt  dollan  and  iwes^ 
five  cents,  for  supplies  fumisl>ed  to  the  ciDigcant  Cnet 
Indians  by  direction  of  former  Indian  agents :  PraM 
That  the  said  Beans  shall  first  present  sufficient  evider^ 
to  the  proper  accounting  officer,  that  credit  was  origiial 
ly  pvcn  by  them  to  the  Government  of  the  Ib^e'- 
States,  and' that  no  part  of  the  amount  has  been  ««»• 
ed  by  them,  or  satisfied,  directly  or  indirectly,  firoa  ^ 
ag^nt  through  whom  tliey  sold  or  contracted. 
Approved,  January  27, 1831*. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriattona  for  the  paymest  of  s- 
volutionary  and  invalid  pensioners. 

Be  U  enacted,  &c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  isdtk 
same  arc  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  ofwf  »> 
ney  in  tlie  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  pr 
ing  revolutionary  and  invalid  pensioners,  viz  : 

For  payment  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  for  the  J* 
one  thousand  etglit  hundred  and  thirty -one,  one  m^ 
deven  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  paying  the  invalid  pensioners,  in  the  year  ok 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  one,  tww  hundwdifc 
seventy-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  doDft 
in  addition  to  an  unexpnted  balance  of  appropnatifli'» 
invalid  pensioners  of  twenty-nine  thousand  twobawW 
and  foriy-six  dollars  ninety-five  cents.  . 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  five  (boatf^ 
dollars. 

Approved,  Jamiary  27,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District Coar* 
of  the  United  States  fof  the  Districts  of  Maine  aci  •^ 
linois,  and  Northern  District  of  Alabama. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  terms  of  the  DistrictCwJ^ 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Northern  District  of  Abw 
ma,  which  are  now  directed  by  law  to  be  held  on  J»' 
fir4t  Mondays  of  March  and  October  in  each  y^*r^ 
hereafler  be  held  on  the  second  Mondays  of  Apt»  *  j 
October  in  each  year  ;  and  that  the  term  of  the  Dsir-- 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  ^' 
which  is  now  directed  by  law  to  be  held  on  the  wc^^' 
Tuesday  of  September  in  each  year,  shall  bcreaRff^ 
lield  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September  in  **^JV J^; 
and  all  procetoes  which  may  have  issued,  or  whicn  w*j 
herqafler  issue,  returnnble  to  the  next  succeeding  te[»; 
of  tlie  said  District  Cmirts  as  heretofore  eslabiiahed^^ 
be  held  returnable,  and  be  retunicd,  to  tfiosc  tf rffi*  * 
which  they  are  severally  changed  by  this  act. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  «rB»  * 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  Slates  for  il*c  ^^'" 
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of  lUinoisy  which  are  now  directed  by  law  to  be  held  on 
the  thrrd  Mondays  of  June  and  November  in  each  year» 
s})a]l  hereafter  be  helil  on  the  first  Mondays  of  May  and 
December  in  each  year  \  and  all  process  which  may  have 
issued,  or  which  shall  hereafler  issue,  returnable  to  the 
next  succeeding  terms  of  the  said  District  Court  as  here- 
tofore  established,  shall  be  held  returnable,  and  be  re- 
turned,  to  thase  terms  to  which  they  are  severally  chanff- 
ed  by  this  act. 
Approved,  January  27. 1^1. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  time  for  entering  certain  dona- 
tion claims  to  land  in  ilie  Territory  of  Arkansas 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  provisions  of  the  eighth 
and  ninth  secticms  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved 
twenty-fourth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  aid  the  State  of 
Ohio  In  extending  tiie  Miami  Canal  from  Dayton  tu  Lake 
Erie,  and  to  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  said  State  to  aid 
in  tlie  construction  of  the  Canab  authorized  by  law,  and 
fo  making  donations  of  land  to  certain  persons  in  ArkaiT- 
sa-*  Territory  /'  and  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
**  An  act  restricting  the  location  of  certain  land  claims 
in  the  Tcrritoi-y  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  sixth  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-ninC  ;  and,  also,  the  provisions  of  the  act,  enti- 
tied  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  certain  flis 
nations  in  Arkansas  ;"  approved  thirteenth  January,  one 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  be,  and  same  are 
hereby,  continued  in  force  fur  tlie  period  of  two  years, 
from  tiie  twenty-fourth  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-one  :  Prwided^  That  nothing  in  this  act,  or 
the  fureguing  acts,  shxiU  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  fi*pm  bringing  the  said 
lands  in  Arkansas  into  nwrket  \inder  the  existing  laws : 
and  sill  claims  to  donations  under  the  before  recited  act, 
which  shall  not  haVe  been  presented  and  allowed  by  the 
proper  authorities  on  or  before  the  day  which  shall  be 
fixed  on  by  the  President  for  the  sale  of  said  land,  are 
hereby  declared  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

Approved,  January  4.7,  18J1. 

/^N  ACT  further  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  "an 
»n  act  making  further  provision  for  settling  the  claims 
to  land,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  pasjed  the  Uiir- 
teenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ami 
twelve. 

J?e  it  enacted,  Ue.  That  the  United  States  do  hereby 
elinquish  to- the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  or  vil- 
ag^s  of  Portage  des  Siuux,  Saint  Charles,  Saint  Louis, 
»aint  Ferdinand,  Villa  a  Robert,  Caronde let.  Saint  Ge 
tevieve,  New  Madrid,  New  Bourbon,  and  Little  Prairie, 
11  the  Stute  of  Missouri,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest 
»f  the  United  States  in  and  to  the  town  or  village  Iota, 
lit  lots,  common  field  lots,  and  commons  in,  adjoining 
ncl  belonging  to,  the  said  towns  or  viUage»,>confirmed 
o  til  em  respectively,  by  tlie  first  section  of  the  act  of 
Jongress,  entitled  "  An  act  making  further  provision  for 
ettling  the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  .Missouri," 
.A3sed  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
undred  and  twelve,  to  be  held  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
%\S.  towns  and  villages,  in  full  property,  according  to 
leir  several  rights  therein,  to  be  regulated  or  disposed 
r  for  the  use-  of  the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  laws 
r  the  State  of  Missouri . 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  lliat  the  United 
tates  do  hereby  relinquish  all  their  light,  title,  and  in- 
rrcst,  in  and  to  tiie  town  and  village  lots,  out  lots,  and 
i^/nmon  field  lots,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  reserved  for 
ics  support  of  schools,  in  the  respective  towns  and  vil- 
^cs  atorcsaid,  by  the  second  section  of  the  above  re- 
r^d  act  of  Congress;  and  that  the  same  shall  be  sold 
•  disposed  of,  or  regulated  for  the  said  purposes^  in  sueh 


manner,  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Legislature  of  said 
State. 
Approved,  Janui^ry  «7, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representative*  of 
Edward  Moore,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  i/e.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  pay 
to  the  legal  representatives  of  Edward  Moore,  deceaaea, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  forty- 
two  cents,  reported  on  the  books  of  the  Fourth  Auditor 
of  the  IVeasury  to  the  said  £dWard  Moore,  for  his  share 
of  the  prize  money  for  the  British  vessels  captured  on 
Lake  Erie,  during  the  late  war ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  27, 1831. 

AN  ACT  making  proviaion  for  the  compensation  of  wit- 
nesses, and  payment  of  other  expenses  atttending  the 
trial  of  the  impeachment  of  James  U.  Peck. 
Be  it  enacted,  6f  e.  That  to  every  witness  summonsed 
to  attend  tbe   trial  of  the  impeachment  of  Jaraei  H. 
l*eck,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  for  every  day'a 
attendance  upon  the  said  trial,  the  sum  of  four  dollars  { 
and  also  for  mileage,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  for  every 
mile  distance  coming  to  the  City  of  Washington,  and 
returning  to  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  the  witnes 
ses  respectively,  computing  the  said  distance  by  the 
usual  route  of  travel  by  land. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  ascertain  and  cer- 
tify the  amount  due  to  each  witness  for  attendance  and 
mileage;  which  certificate  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher 
to  entitle  the  wit  ness  to  receive  fW>m  tiie  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  the  amount  certified  to  be  due,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Sec.  3.  Jtnd  tte  itfurtlter  enacted.  That  to  the  Marshal 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  there  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid,  for  every  day's  attendance  upon  the  Court  of  im- 
peachment, during  the  said  trial,  the  sum  of  five  dollars, 
the  amount  to  be  ascertained  and  certified  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  ;  which  certificate  shall  be  a  sufficient 
vvucher  to  entitle  the  said  Marshal  to  receive  from  the 
IVeasiiry  of  the  United  States,  the  amount  certified  to  be 
due,  unlesq  otlierwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Sec<  4.  And  be  it  further  entuied.  That  there  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Marshal  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  the  sum  of 
nfty  dollars  ;  and  to  the  Marshal  of  the  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas, the  sum  of  five  dollars,  for  servinjL*  and  returning 
subpcenas  for  witnesses,  issued  by  order  of  the  said  Court. 
Sec.  5.  And  tie  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of 
thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
h)  hereby,  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred 
uiKler  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  February  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  construction  of  three  Schoon- 
ers for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Beit  enacted,  &c.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built,  equipped,  and  employed  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  tliree  Schooners,  not  exceeding  twelve 
guns  each  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  eighty-seven  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  be,  and  the  aame  is  here- 
by, appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
foregoing  provisions  into  eflTect. 

Approved,  February  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  copy 

rights. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  my  person  or  persons,  being  &  citizen  or  citi- 
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zens  of  the  United  States,  or  resident  therein,  who  shall 
be  the  aathor  or»  authors  of  any  book  or  books,  map^, 
chart,  or  musical  composition,  which  may  be  now  made 
or  composed,  and  not  printed  and  published,  or  shall 
hereafter  be  made  or  composed,  or  who  shall  invent, 
design,  etch,  engrave,  work,  or  causis  to  be  eng^raved, 
etched,  or  worked  from  his  own  design,  any  print  or  en- 
mivtng,  and  the  executors,  administrators,  or  legal  as- 
signs <n  such  person  or  persons,  shall  hare  the  sole  right 
and  liberty  of  printing,  re-printing,  publishing,  and 
vending  such  book  or  books,  map,  chart,  musical  com- 
position, print,  cut,  or  eng^ving,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
for  the  term  of  twenty  eight  years  from  the  time  ofrecord- 
ingthe  title  thereof,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed. 
.Sxc.  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  »t  the  expi- 
ration of  the  aforesaid  term  of  years,  such  author,  inven- 
tor, designer,  engraver,  or  any  of  them,  where  the  work 
had  been  originally  composed  and  made  by  more  than 
one  person,  be  still  liviDg,  and  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  resident  therein,  or  being  dead,  shall 
have  left  a  widow,  or  cliild,  or  children,  either  or  all  then 
living,  the  same  exclusive  rigtit  shall  be  continued  to 
such  author,  designer,  or  engraver,  or,  if  dead,  then  to 
such  widow  and  child,  or  children,  for  the  further  term 
of  fourteen  years:  Provided,  That  the  title  of  the  work 
so  secured  snail  be  a  second  time  recorded,  and  all  such 
other  regulations  as  are  herein  required  in  regard  to  ori- 
ginal copy-rights,  be  complied  with  in  respect  to  such 
renewed  copy-right,  and  that  within  six  months  before 
the  expiration  of  the  first  term. 

Sxo.  3.  And  he  it  further  enfictedf  Tliat  in  all  cases  of 
renewal  of  copy-ri^ht  under  this  act,  such  author  or 
proprietor  shall,  within  two  months  from  tlie  date  of  said 
renea'al,  cause  a  copy  of  the  record  thereof  to  be  pub- 
lished in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  the 
United  States,  for  the  space  of  four  weeks. 

SsG.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  unless  he  shall,  be- 
fore publication,  deposit  a  printed  copy  of  the  title  of 
such  book,  or  books,  map,  chart,,  musical  composition, 
print,  cut,  or  engraving,  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  dis- 
trict  court  of  the  said  district  wherein  the  author  or  proprie- 
tor shall  reside,  and  the  clerk  of  such  court  is  hereby  di- 
rected and  required  to  record  the  same  thereof  forthwith, 
in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing (giving  a  copy  of  the  title,  under  the  seal  of  the 
court,  to  the  said  author  or  proprietor,  whenevcfr  he  shall 
require  the  same :)  ^' District  of  to  wit:    Be 

it  remembered,  that  on  the  day  of 

Anno  dominiy  A.  B.  of  the  said  District,  hath  de- 

posited in  this  office  the  title  of  a  book,  (map,  chart,  or 
otherwise,  as  the  case  may,)  the  title  of  which  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit.  (here  insert  the  title,)  the  right 
whereof  he  claims  as  author  (or  proprietor  as  the  case 
may  be;)  in  conformitv  with  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
*  An  aot  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting  copy- 
rights.' C.  D.  Clerk  of  the  District.'*  For  which  re- 
cord, the  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  from  the  per- 
son claiming  such  right  as  aforesaid,  fif^y  cents;  and  the 
like  sum  for  every  copy,  under  seal,  actually  given  to 
such  person  or  his  assigns.  And  the  author  or  proprie- 
tor of  any  such  book,  map,  chart,  musical  composition, 
print,  cut,  or  engravkig,  shall,  within  three  months  from 
the  publication  of  said  book,  map,  chart,  musical  com- 
position, print,  cut,  or  engraving,  deliver  or  cause  to  be 
delivered  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  said  dis- 
trict. And  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  each  dis- 
trict court,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  to  transmit  a  cer- 
tified list  of  all  such  records  of  copy-right^  including  the 
titles  so  recorded,  and  the  dates  of  reconl,  and  also  all 
the  several  copies  of  books  or  other  works  deposited  in 
his  office  according  to  this  act,  to  the  Secretai^  of  State, 
to  be  preserved  in  bis  office. 


Skg.  5.  And  be  it  further  tnaetedt  That  no  penon  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  unless  be  shtligirc 
information  of  copy-right  being  secured,  by  caasin^tobc 
inserted,  in  the  several  copies  of  each  and  every  fditica 
published  during  the  term  secured  on  the  title  psge,  or 
the  page  immediately  following,  if  it  be  aboolc,  or,  ifi 
map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engnr* 
i"fir*  by  causing  to  be  impressed  on  the  (ace  thereof,  m 
a  volume  of  maps,  charts,  music,  or  engrsTings,  upon  the 
title  or  frontispiece  thereof,  the  following  vords,  tIi  : 
'*  Entered  according  to  act  of  Congress,  in  the  }es 
by  A.  B.,  in  the  clerk's  office  of  tbedis^ri 
court  of  ^'  (as  the  case  may  be.) 

Sec,  6,  And  he  it  fwiher  enacted.  Thai  if  anyotbtr 
person  or  persons,  from  and  after  the  recording:  tbttde 
of  any  book  or  books,  according  to  this  act,  shall,  vithie 
the  term  or  terihs  herein  limited,  print,  publish,  or  ii* 
port,  or  eause  to  be  printed,  published,  or  imported,  isf 
copy  of  such  book,  or  books,  without  the  consent  of  tite 
person  legally  entitled  to  the  copy-right  thereof,  first  likl 
and  obtained  in  writing,'  signed  in  presence  of  two  tr 
more  credible  witnesses,  or  shall,  knowing  the  saiMt-j 
be  so  printed  or  imported,  publish,  sell,  or  expose 'j 
sale,  or  cause  to  be  published,  sold,  or  exposed  to  stlc 
any  copy  of  such  book  without  such  consent  in  vr'ithf; 
then  such  offender  shall  forfeit  every  copy  of  such  boti 
to  the  person  legally,  at  the  time,  entitled  to  the  cop»- 
right  thereof;  and  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay  fifty  ft* 
for  every  such  sheet  which  may  be  found  in  his  posses 
sion,  either  printed  or  printing,  published,  imponoJ,cr 
exposed  to  sale,  contrary  to  the  intent  of  this  act,  these 
moiety  thereof  to  such  legal  owner  of  the  copyrgtfi 
aforesai<l,  and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  UniteilSian^ 
to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  ha«4 
competent  jurisdiction  thereof. 

Sac.  7.  And  he  it  further  entteUd,  That,  if  injpcf 
son  or  persons,  af^er  the  reconKng  the  title  of  any  pr*. 
or  cut,  or  engraving,  map,  chart,  or  musical  compostier, 
according  to  the  provisions'of  this  act,  shall,  whhiniif 
terra  or  terms,  limited  by  tliis  act,  engrave,  ctds  cf 
work,  sell,  or  copy,  or  cause  to  be  engraved,  etcfcei 
worked,  or  sold,  or  copied,  either  on  the^  whole,  or  \ 
varying,  adding  to,  or  diminishing  the  main  design,  »^- 
intent  to  evade  the  law,  or  shall  print  or  import  for«>. 
or  cause  to  be  printed  or  imported  for  sale,  any  such  sip, 
chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  orengravinf,  ^- 
any  parts  thereof,  without  the  consent  of  the  propnft;? 
or  proprietors  of  the  copy-right  thereof,  firrt  obtaiBei« 
writing,  signed  in  the  presence  of  two  credible  fiti»_ 
ses  J  or,  knowing  the  same  to  be  so  printed  or  iispctfi^ 
without  such  consent,  shall  publi8h,8eU  or  expose  to  al'. 
or  in  any  manner  dispose  of  any  such  map,  ch»it,  w^ 
cal  composition, engraving,cut,or  print, without  such  c» 
sent,  as  aforesaid ;  then  such  an  offender  or  oSv%^' 
shall  forfeit  the  plate  or  plates  on  which  such  n»P'*^ 
musical  composition,  engraving,  cut,  or  print,  ^^ 
copied,  and  also  all  and  every  sheet  thereof  so  copw"^ 
printed,-  as  aforesaid,  to  the  proprietor  or  pwpR*'«"^ 
the  copy-right  thert:of;  and  shall  further  firfieit  o»e«» 
lar  for  every  sheet  of  such  map,  chart,  musicul  co»?» 
lion,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  which  may  be  foand  ly ^ 
or  their  possession,  printed  or  pubhshed,  or  ^}?^\^ 
sale,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  messing «  *^' 
act ;  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  proprietor  ^f 
prietors,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  lar- 
States,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  having  co«np«-^ 
jurisdiction  thereof.  ^ 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thut  nothing  »n  iw*' 
shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  prohibit  the  import»t-»^ 
vending,  printing,  or  publishing,  of  any  map,  chartf  ^*^ 
musical  composition,  print  or  engraving,  written,  cos?* 
ed,  or  made,  bv  any  person  not  being  a  citixen  «  '  * 
United  States,  nor  resident  within  tlie  jurisdictkm  tbei^ 
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Sxc.  9.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  itny  pecaon  or 
persons,  who  shall  print  or  publish  sny  manuscript  what* 
!ver  without  the  consent  or  -the  author  or  legal  prbprie- 
or  iirst  obtained  as  aforesaid,  (if  such  author  or  proprie- 
or  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  resident  therein,) 
ihall  lie  liable  to  suffer  and  pay  to  the  author  or  proprie- 
or,  all  damages  occasioned  by  such  injury,  to  be  recov- 
ered by  a  special  action  on  the  ease  founded  upon  this 
ict,  in  any  court  having  cognisance  thereof:  and  the  se- 
veral courts  of  the  United  States  empowered  to  grant  In- 
unctions to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  au- 
hors  and  inventors  are  -hereby  empowered  to  ^nt  in- 
unctions, in  like  manner,  according  to  the  principles  of 
squity,  to  restrain  such  publication  of  any  manuscript'  as 
iforesaid. 

Sxc  10.  And  be  it  further  enaded^  That,  if  any  perMn 
)r  persons  shall  be  sued  or  prosecuted,  for  any  matter, 
ict,  or  thing  done  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  he  ^r 
Jiey  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  g^ve  the  special 
natter  in  evidence. 

9kc.  ll.  4nd  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any  per* 
ton  or  persons,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
ihall  print,  or  publish  any  book,  ma^i,  chart,musical  com- 
position, print,  cut,  or  eng^ving,  not  having  legalljrac- 
lulred  the  copy-right  thereof,  and  shall  insert  or  inipress 
hat  the  same  hath  been  entered  according  to  act  of  Con- 
fess, or  words  purporting  the' same,  every  person  so  of- 
ending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars  {  one 
noiety  thereof  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
md  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  re- 
:overed  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  of  record  having 
cognizance  thereof. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  further  enaded^  That,  in  all  recove- 
ies  under  this  act, either  for  damages,  forfeitures,  or  pe- 
lalties,  full  costs  shall  be  allowed  thereon,  any  thing  in 
my  former  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

SsG.  13.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  no  action  or 
>rosecution  shall  be  maintained,  in  any  case  of  forfeiture 
)r  penalty  under  this  act,  unless  the  same  shall  have 
teen  commenced  within  two  years  after  the  cause  shall 
Hive  arisen. 

Skc.  14.  And  be  it  Jkirther  enacted.  That  the  '« Act  for 
he  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies 
)f  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  pro- 
)rietors  of  such  copies  during  the  times  therein  mention- 
ed," passed  May  thirty>first,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
iredand  ninety,  and  the  act  supplementaiy  thereto,  pas- 
ted April  twenty.ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
wo,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby^  repealed  :  saving, 
always,  such  rights  as  may  have  been  obtained  in  con- 
brmity  to  their  provisions. 

Sxc.  15.  And  be  itfitriher  enacted.  That  all  and  several 
he  provisions  of  this  act,  intended  iortlie  protection  and 
lecurity  of  copy-rights,  and  providing  remedies,  penal- 
les,  and  forfeitures,  in  case  of  violation  thereof^  shall  be 
leld  and  construed  to  extend  to  the  benefit  of  the  legal 
iroprietor  or  proprietors  of  each  and  every  copy-right 
leretofore  obtained,  according  to  law,  during  the  term 
hereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  copy-rieht-had 
>een  entered  and  secured  according  to  the  direcfions  of 
his  act.     • 

Sac.  16.  And  be  it  further  enojcted.  That,  whenever  a 
:opy-rigbt  has  been  heretofoi%  obtained  by  an  author  or 
LUthors,  inventor,  designer,  or  engraver,  of  any  book, 
nap,  ciiart,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  or  by  a  proprietor 
>f  the  same  :  if  sueh  author  or  authors,  or  either  of* them, 
luch  inventor,  dengner,  or  engravor,be  living  at  the  pas- 
lage  of  this  act,  then  sueh  autlior  or  authors,  or  the  sur- 
rjvor  of  them,  such  inventor,  engraver,  or  diesigner,  shall 
continue  to  have  the  same  exclusive  ri^ht  to  his  book, 
:hart,  map,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  with  the  benefit  of 
iach  and  all  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  the  security 
ih«>r*of.  for  such  additional  period  of  time  as  will,  to- 


gether with  the  time  which  shall  have  elapsed  from  the 
first  entry  of  such  copy-right,  make  up  the  ter>ii  of  twen- 
ty-eight years,  with  the  same  right  to  his  wido«%  child,  or 
children,  to  renew  the  copy-right,at  the  expiration  there- 
of, as  is  above  provided  in  relation  to  copy 'rights  origina- 
ally  secured  under  this  act.  And  if  such  author  or  au- 
thors, inventor,  deaij^tr,  or  engcaver,  shall  not  be  living 
at  the  passage  of  this  act,  tlien,  his  or  their  heifs,  execu- 
tors ahd  administrators,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  ex- 
clusive enjoyment  of  said  copy-right,  with  the  benefit  of 
each  and  all  the  provisions  ^of  this  act  for  tlie  security 
thereof,  for  the  period  of  twenty-eight  years  from  the 
first  entry  of  said  copy-right,  with  the  likci  privilege  of 
renewal  to  tlie  widow,  child,  or  children,  of  author  or  au« 
thors,  designer,  inventor,  or  engraver,  as  is  provided  in 
relation  to  copy  rights  originally  secured  tnder  this  act : 
Provided^WiiX  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  copy-right 
heretofore  secured,  the  term  of  which  has  already  ex- 
pired. 
Approved,  Februar)'3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  act  for  Uking  tb(  Fifth  Census. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
such  of  the  assistants  to  tlie  Marshals  in  the  respective 
States  and  Territories,  who  have  net,  before  the  passage 
of  this  act,  made  their  respective  returns  to  such  Mar- 
shals, under  the  act  hereby  amended,  to  complete  their 
enumerations  and  make  their  returns  under  the  said  act, 
at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  June,  and  for  the 
Marshals  of  such  States  and  Territories  to  make  tlieir 
retnma  to  the  Seoretary  of  State  at  any  time  before  the 
first  day  of  August,ORe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thiny- 
one :  Pravidm,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
deemed  to  release  such  Marshals  and  assis'ants  fVom  the 
penalties  contained  in  tlie  act  aforesaid,  unless  their  re- 
turns shall  be  made  within  the  time  prescribed  in  this  act: 
And  Provided furihxr.  That  no  persons  be  included  in  the 
returns  made  under  the  present  act,  unleas  such  persons 
sh^l  have  been  .  inhabitants'  of  tlie  Districts  for  which 
such  returns  sliall  be  made,  on  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  copies  of 
returns  and  aggregate  amounts  directed  to  be  filed  by 
the  Marshals  witn  the  clerks  ofthe  several  District  courts, 
and  Supreme  Courts  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  preserved  by  said  clerks,  and  remain  in 
theit  offices  respectively;  and  so  much  of  the  Act  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  requires  that  they  shall 
be  transmitted  by  said  clerks  to  the  Department  of  State, 
is  herebv  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  note  all  the  clerical 
errors  in  tlie  returns  of  the  Marshals  and  Assistants,  whe- 
ther in  the  additions^  classification  of  inhabitants,  or 
otherwise,  and  cause  said  notes  to  be  printed  with  the 
aggregate  returns  of  the  Marshals,  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress. 

Approved,  February  3, 1831. 

AN   ACT  for  the  relief  of  Matthias  Boll  and  William 

Jackson. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to 
be  issued  to  Matthias  Roll,  a  private  in  the  New  Jersey 
line,  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  a  duplicate  of  military 
bounty  land  warrant,  number  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  bixty-four,  for  one  hundred  acres  ef  land,  which  is- 
sued to  Matthew,  alias  Matthias  Roll,  the  twenty-third 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six, and  which  has  been  lost  And  the  said  Matthias 
Roll  shall  have  the  said  duplicate  located  and  proceeded 
upon,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  an  original  war- 
rant ;  and  the  said  original  warrant  is  hereby  declared 
null  am!  void. 
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Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  it  furthtr  enaded,  That  the  SecreUry 
of  War  cause  to  be  issued  to  WilUain  Jsckson,  a  private 
in  the  Vil'ginialine  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  a  duplicate 
of  militaiy  bounty  land  warrant,  number  one  thousand 
and  thirty-six,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  Und,  which  issued 
to  said  William  Jackson  on  the  tliirteenth  day  of  April, 
eighteen  liundred  and  twenty>two,  and  which  has  been 
lost;  and  that  said  William  Jackson  shall  liave  all  the 
riglit  undtr  said  duplicate  that  he  could  or  might  have 
under  the  original  warrant ;  and  the  said  original  warrant 
IB  hereby  decUred  null  and  void. 

Approved  :  February  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  iimend  the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  quiet 
tlie  titles  (4  certain  purchasers  of  lands  between  the 
lines  of  Lqdlow  and  Roberts,  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
approved  the  twenty -sixth  of  May,  in  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty. 

Be  it  enacted,  8ic.  That  in  addition  to  the  sum  appro- 
priated by  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  to  quiet  the  titles 
of  certain  puidbasers  of  lands  between  the  lines  of  Lud- 
low and  Roberts,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  approved  the 
twenty-sixth  of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  Inindred  and 
thirty,  the  Fresident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appnipriated,  to  Pliilip  Doddridge, 
the  claimant  of  the  Virginia  military  siirvey,  luimbered 
six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  eigiit,  for  seven 
hundred  acres,  being  one  of  the  Virginia  military  surveys, 
in  the  said  act  mentioned,  lying  between  the  lines  of 
Ludlow  and  Roberts,  in  the  StaUe  of  Ohio,  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and 
•ixty-eight  cents,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cen- 
tuni  per  annum,  from  the  fifth  day  of  March  eighteen 
and  twenty  five,  until  paid ;  the  said  Philip  having  alrea- 
dy conveyed  to  the  United  States  the  title  to  the  said 
seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  tlie  act  of  Congress  before  recited.  Tliis  act 
shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 
Approved  :  February  12,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  the  charges  imposed  on  passports 

and  clearances. 

Be  U  enacted,  &c.  That,  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  first 
of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  en- 
titled **An  act  providing  passports  for  the  ships  and  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,"  as  imposes  a  charge  of  ten 
dollaia  for  passports,  and  of  four  dollars  for  a  clearance, 
to  any  ship  or  vessel  bound  on  a  voyage  to  any  foreign 
country,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  to  take 
effect  from  and  after  the  thirty -first  day  of  March  of  the 
present  year. 

Approved  :  February  12,  1831. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  ibsue  a 

patent  to  John  Powell. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  SUte  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  issue  let- 
ters  patent,  in  the  usual  form,  to  John  Powell,  for  his 
invention  of  a  machine  *'  fin*  the  purpose  of  separating  the 
metal  from  gold  ore,  and  tlie  auriferous  earth  of  alluvial 
deposites,"  upon  his  compliance  with  all  the  provisions 
of  tlie  existing  laws,  except  so  fur  as  tliey  require,  on  the 
part  of  aliens,  a  residence  of  two  years  in  the  United 

States. 

Approved  i  February  12, 1831. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  therein 

named. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  offer  at  public  sale,  as 


soon  as  may  be,  the  south-weat,  north- vest,  andnortlt- 
east  quarters  of  section  number  twenty-five,  of  tovnsbip 
number  six,  in  range  number  one  west,  in  tkc  CiitciR- 
nati  District,  under  the  same  rules  and  regulstioos  that 
govern  the  sale  of  other  public  lands  of  the  Uoitd 
States. 
Approved,  Februaiy  12,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  act  granting  «*  certain  rdinquislt- 

ed  and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  State  of  Abbisa, 

f«)r  the  purpose  of  improving  the   navigation  of  ik 

Tennesjee,  Coo8a,Cahawba,  and  Blackwurrior  rireK," 

approvid  the  twenty-third  day  of  May,  onethwrnad 

eight  liundred  and  twenty -eight. 

'  Be  it  enacted,  &c.  ThatitshaUand  may  beUvfulfwtbe 

State  of  Alabama,  by  the  Board  of  Canal  Commisuopen 

appointed  by  her  for  that  purpose,to  contract  fir  and  cm- 

struct  that  part  of  the  caiutl  round  the  iluscle  shoah,  x- 

ginning  at  Campbell's  ferry,  and  nmningupthcmrta 

Lamb's  ferry,  before  they  contract  for,  or  complete  ilss^ 

})art  of  the  said  contemplated  caiml  between  Campbdi'i 
erry  and  Florence;  any  thinf  in  the  act  to  which  this « 
an  amendment  to  the  conttary  notwithatanding. 

Sec  2.  And  U  it  further  enucied.  That  it  shall  be  lit 
duty  of  the  Engineers  of  the  United  States  vho  bve 
this  matter  in  charge,  to  fiumiah  to  said  Board  of  Coe^ 
missi .  k«ra,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  plan  of  that  section 
of  the  Canal  above  contempkted  first  to  beexeoittA 
connecting  it  with  the  river  at  or  near  to  Campbell's  fe: 
ry,  and  at  the  moat  eligible  point  at,  or  immediate!)  be 
low  Lamb's  ferry,  on  the  cheapest  practicable  pltn,  o 
conformity  with  said  original  act,  to  be  approved  bj  *<k 
President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  3.  And  Ife  it  further  enacted^  Thatihe  secUDa'S 
said  Canal  above  Lamb's  ferry,  shall,  by  said  Engtae€^ 
be  so  planned  as  to  connect  it  with  the  deep  water .« 
the  river  at  or  above  Lamb's  ferry,  and  the  secliw  i>e- 
low  Campbell's  ftrrj',  sliall,  in  like  ntanner,  be  conrrfc: 
ed  with  the  deep  water  at  or  below  said  Ust  mentiand 
ferry. 

Approved,  February  12,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  transportation  of  roerchanvi:* 
by  land  or  by  water  with  the  benefit  of  debenlare. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  passafc  fi 
this  act,  all  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  imported  is'* 
the  United  States,  the  duties  on  which  have  been  \ml 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  may  be  transported  by  laad,  cr 
partly  by  land  and  partly  by  water,  from  the  district  "n^io 
which  they  were  imported  to  two  other  districts,  and«- 
portedfrom  either  of  them  with  the  benefit  of  drattriuck 
Provided,  I'hat  all  regulations  and  formalities  dov'  "^ 
force  relating  to  the  transportation  of  goods,  wires,  v 
merchandise,  by  land  or  by  water,  frarn  the  district  iaia 
which  they  were  imported  to  another  district,  for  tl>c 
bene^t  of  brawback,  and  such  othtr  regulations  w  «[« 
,pr  ^scribed  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  td  which  tbisB 
an «  ddltion,  for  the  fuither  transportation  of  such  gootb, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  to  other  districts,  sUaU  be  cos- 
plied  with  :  Jtuf  prm)idedal8o.  That  all  the  reguhtiow 
and  formalities  now  in  forte,  respecting  the  exportsti® 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  for  the  benefit  of  df»»- 
back,  shall  be  complied  with,  so  far  as  may  be  coiisisifSt 
witir  the  other  proviuons  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  s-^ 
addition-;  and  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  sliall  be,  «aj 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  prescribe  the  form  tA  Ui 
certificate  to  be  used,  and  the  oaths  to  be  taken,  ony^ 
transportation  of  such  g^ods,  wares,*  or  mercharnfc^ 
from  the  second  district  into  which  they  may  be  so  brcwp 
to  the  third  district. 

Approved  :  February  12,  1831. 
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Laws  of  the  Onited  Stales, 


[2Ut  Cove.  2d  8zbs. 


lN  act  for  the  relief  of  WiUi am  Smith^admtnistrator  of 

John  Taylor,  deceased. 

Beitenaded,  &c.  That  the  Register  of  the  LAndOf 
ce  at  Cahawba  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authortEed  and  di- 
ected  to  cancel  the  relinquishment  made  by  the  said 
Ytlliam  Smith,  as  administrator  of  John  Taylor,  deceaa- 
aI,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  oife  thousand  eight 
lundred  and  twenty  five,  of  the  west  half  of  the  south- 
vest  quarter  of  land,  of  section  fifteen,  in  township  ten, 
>f  rangeiburteen,  in  Butler  county,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
lamu,  and  which  still  remains  unsold  by  the  United 
itates;  and  that  he  be  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver 
•ver  the  certificate  therefor  to  the  said  William  ;  and  the 
aid  William  Smith^is  authorized  and  empowered  to  dis- 
>ose  of  the  same  by  assignment  or  otherwise,  in  as  fidl 
nd  ample  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  which 
ic  might  or  could  have  done  before  the  relinquishment 
liereofi  and  that  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  given  by 
his  act  to  the  said  William  Smith  shall  be  given  and  ex- 
ended  to  his  assignee  or  assignees;  and  that  the  saidWil- 
iam  Smith,  or  his  assignee  or  assignees,  be  allowed  to 
lold  the  same,  free  from  forfMiure  for  twelve  momhs 
^om  the  passage  of  this  law :  Provided,  nevertheless.  That 
he  said  William  Si^ith  shall,  before  he  be  entitled  to 
lie  benefit  of  this  act,  pay  over  to  the  receiver  of  public 
none>s  at  Cahawba>  the  sum  of  ninety-nine  dollars  and 
kinety-eightand  a  quarter  cents,'  that  being  the  full 
jnount  of  money  which  had  been  paid  thereon  previous 
o  the  relinquishment,  and  which  has  been  transferred 
nd  credited  on  other  lands  purchased  by  hid  intestate  in 
lis  lifetime. 

Approved,  February  12, 1831, 

\N  ACT  to  provide  hereafter  for  the  payment  of  six 
thousand  dollars  annually  to  the  Seneca  Indians,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enaeied.  Sec.  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sum  of  one 
lundred  thousand  dollars,  being  the  amount  placed  in  the 
lands  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  trust,  for 
lie  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians,  situated  in  the  State  of  New 
fork,  be  hereafter  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Indian  ap- 
>ropriation  fund :  snd  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  ait- 
horized  to  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of 
ndians,*the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  annually,  in  the 
vay  aifd  manner,  as  heretofore  practised,  to  be  paid  out 
»f  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
»f  War  be  authorised  to  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  Se- 
leca  tribe  of  Indians,  the  sum  or  two  thousand  six  hun- 
Ired  and  fourteen  dollars  and  forty  cents,  out  of  any  mo- 
ley  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  on  ac- 
x>unt  of  the  deficiency,  by  that  amount,  in  the  ^uro  paid 
tvcr  to  said  Indians  the  last  year. 

Approved,  February  19,  1831. 


VN  ACT  to  esUblish  a  Land  Office  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  if  fnactcd,  &c.  Tliat  all  the  public  lands  to  which 
he  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  lying  west  of  the 
neridian  line,  in  the  Territory  vS  Michigan,  shall  consti- 
ute  a  new  land  district ;  and,  f()r  the  sale  of  the  public 
ands  within  the  said  district,  there  shall  be  a  Land  Of- 
ice  established  at  such  place  within  tlie  district,  as  the 
'resident  of  the  United  States  may  designate,  who  is 
lereby  authorized  to  change  the  location  of  such  office, 
irhenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  interest  may  require 
L  - 

Sec.  2.  dnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Land  Office 
low  established  at  Monroe,  shall  be  removed  to  the 
I  lace  designated  for  the  location  of  this  office,  and  the 
Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Monroe  Land  Office^  sliaH 


superintend  the  sales  of  public  lands  within  said  district, 
who  shall  give  security  in  the  same  manner,  In  the  same 
sums,  and  whose  compensation,  emoluments,  duties,  and 
authorities,  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at  th^r  of- 
fice, as  are  or  may  be  by  law  provided,  in  relation  to  the 
Registers  and  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  in  the  several 
offices  established  for  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

Sec.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  public 
lands  lying  east  of  the  Meridian  line  hi  the  Territory 
aforesaid,  which  are  not  now  embraced  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  attached  thereto  {  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the 
Land  Office  in  said  district  to  depoait  in  the  Land  Office 
at  Detroit  all  the  records,  books  and  papers,  surveys, 
&c.  which  pertain  to  said  Land  Office  at  Monroe,  which 
shall  be  kept  by  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Land 
Oflice  at  Detroit,  as  a  part  of  the  records  of  said  office. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  all  such  public 
lands  as  shall  have  been  offered  for  sale  to  the  lughest 
bidder  at  Monroe  or  Detroit,  pursuant  to  any  proclama- 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
are  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  which 
lands  remain  unsold  at  tlie  taking  effect  of  this  act,  shall 
be  subject  to  be  entered  and  sold  at  private  sale,  by  the 
Registers  of  the  Land  Offices  to  which  they  are  hereby 
attached ;  and  all  provisions  of  law  applicable  to  the 
public  lands,  to  whicli  tliis  act  applies,  shall  continue  in 
full  force  and  effect.     ^ 

Stc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  soamchof  the 
Sfate  of  Illinois  as  lies  between  the  Illinois  and  Miasissip- 
pi  rivers,  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  base  line,  on  the 
north  by  the  northern  boundary  of  that  State,  and  on 
the  extreme  east  by  the  third  principal  Meridhin,  be 
formed  Into  a  sep;»rate  land  district,  the  offices  for  which 
to  be  located  where  it  will  best  accommodate  purchasers 
and  others,  by  the  President  *,  and  a  Register  and  Re« 
ceiver  shall  be  appointed  at  such  time  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  deem  proper.. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  anotlier  dis- 
trict be  also  formed  in  that  State,  on  the  north  of  the 
dividing  line  between  townships  sixteen  and  seventeen 
north  of  the  base  line,  and  east  of  the  tliifd  principal 
Meridian,  including  aU  that  part  of  tlie  State  to  its 
northern  boundary,  tlie  offices  for  which  to  be  located 
by  the  President,  where  the  public  interest  and  the  con- 
venience of  purchasers  may  require ;  and  a  Register  and 
Receiver  shall  be  appointed  at  such  time  aa  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  deem  proper. 

Sec.  7,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Registers 
and  Receivers  shall  reside,  respectively,  at  the  places 
where  the  Land  Offices  are  located,  ^ive  security  in  the 
same  manner,  in  the  same  sums,  and  wliose  compensa- 
tion, emoluments,  and  duties,  and  authority,  in  every  re- 
spect, be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands  which  shall 
be  disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  may  be  by  law  provided 
in  relation  to  Ihe  Registers  and  Receivers  of  public  mo- 
neys in  the  several  ofiices  established  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  uf  the  United  States  north-west  of  the  river 
Ohio. 

Ssc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  lands 
shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law 
for  the  sale  of  other  lands  of  the  United  States  :  Provi* 
Jed,  that  no  tracts  of  land  excepted  from  sales  by  virtue 
of  any  forn^er  acts,  shall  be  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Sko.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  lands 
to  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished,  lying  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Indiana  which  is  east  of  the  Lake 
Michigah,  bordering  upon  the  northern  line  of  said  State, 
and  not  attached  to  any  land  district,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  attached  to  the  Fort  Wayne  District. 

Approved,  February  19,  183  L 
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Lawi  of  tki  United  States. 


AN  ACT  lespecting  the  jurisdiction  of  certain  District 

Courts. 

J9e  it  enaeiedf  he  Tli*t  the  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  northern  District  of  New  Yorki  the 
western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  the  District  of  Indiana, 
the  District  of  Illinois,  the  District  of  Missouri,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Mississippi,  the  western  District  of  I^uisiana, 
the  eastern  District  of  Louiriana,  the  northern  Dtstrict  ot 
Alabama,  and  the  southern  District  of  Ahibama,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  a  District 
Cmirt  siisil  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  Districts, 
have  jiudsdiction  of  all  causes,  except  appeals  and  writs 
of  error,  which  now  are,or  hereafter  may  by  law  be  made, 
eogniziiile  in  a  Circuit  Court,  and  shall  proceed  therein 
in  the  same  manner  as  a  Circuit  Court.  » 

Approved,  February  19, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  William  Burris,  of  Mississippi. 

Be  it  enadedt  &c.  That  William  Burns  he  allowed  to 
relinquish  to  the  United  States  the  east  half  of  the  quar- 
ter of  section  twenty-one,  township  three,  range  six,east, 
containing  eighty  ^cres  entered  by  mistake,  and  to  locate 
in  lieu  thereof,  another  half  quarter  section  of  land  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  which  has  been  offered  at  public  sale  and 
is  now  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale. 

Approved,  February  19,  1831." 

AN  ACT  tu  alter  and  amend  "  An  act  to  set  apkrt  and 
dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive. 

Be  it  enacted,  8ic.  That  all  persons  entitled  to  lands, 
under  a  Contract  entered  into  on  the  eighth  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  Cliarles 
Villar,  agent  of  the  Fombecbee  Associatiou,  in  pursuance 
of  ''  An  set  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public 
lands  for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine 
and  olive"  approved  on  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventeen,  their  hein,  devisees  or  assigns, 
who  appear  by  the  report  of  William  L.  Adams,  special 
agent  of  the  treasury,  appointed  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  tlie  twentieth  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty -six,  to  have  complied  with 
the  conditions  of  settlement  and  cultivation,  as  stipula- 
ted for  in  said  contract  or  who  shall  hereafter  made  it  ap- 
pear to  the  satishiction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  they  have  so  comolied,  shall  on  paying  into  the 
Treasury  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  the  acre  pre- 
vious to  the  thifil  of.  March,  eignteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
thi«e  receive  a  patent  lor  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fisrtherenaded^ThsAtiiipenoM  who 
became  entitled  to  an  allotment  of  land  under  said  con* 
tract,  their  heirB,devisees,  or  assigns,  who  have  failed  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  settlement  and  cultivation 
withm  the  period  required  thereby,  who  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  be  in  the  actual  occupan- 
cy and  cultivation  of  the  same,  shall,  on  paving  into  the 
Treasury  one  dollar  and  twenty  live  cents  the  acre,  pre- 
viotis  to  the  third  of  March, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  receive  a  patent  for  the  same.  • 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  widow  and 
cliildren  of  any  person  who  became  entitled  to  an  allot- 
ment  of  land  under  said  contract,  and  died  without  per- 
forming the  conditions  required,  shall,  on  paying  into 
the  Treasury,  one  dollar  and  twenty-live  cents  per  acre, 
previous  to  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-tiirec,  receive  a  patent  for  the  same. 

Approved:  February  19,  1831. 


AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  completion  tMi 
support  of  the  Penitentiaiy  in  the  District  of  Cobm- 
bia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  tndded,  &c.  That,  in  addition  to  tiie  unexpeod- 
ed  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  eighteen  hundred  vA. 
twenty-nine,  now  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Inspectors, 
there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the  sop- 
port  of  the  said  penitentiary,  for  the  pay  of  its  oicen, 
the  erection  of  additional  buildings  and  improrementi; 
for  a  wharf  and  lea  wall ;  the  purchase  of  materials,  tooii 
and  implements  of  trade ;  the  purchase  of  'radditkml 
ground  for  the  institution ;  the  draining  of  the  manfa 
east  of  the  penitentiary,  and  other  contingent  ezpenies, 
the  sum' of  thirty -six  thousand  three  hundred  indsitr 
dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tressiiry  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  .  I'fomded,  Tbit  oo 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  at  any  one  time  ;  and  that  no  subsequent  dnfl 
shall  be  made,  until  the  amount  previously  dravn  sbiH 
be  duly  accounted  for  by  pi\>per  Touchers,  reguUrijr 
numbered,  and  an  abstract  of  which  shall  accompar}* 
the  sam^. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  majorit)  ^ 
the  inspectors  shall  certify  upon  said  abstnct,  th&t  tbe 
amount  of  moneys,  as  stated  therein,  have  been  actiuIK 
and  necessarily  expended  ,  and  hirther,  the  affidaTitao; 
the  wardeti  and  clerk,  taken  before  a  judge  or  justire  ■( 
the  peace,  shall  be  endorsed  on  said  abstract,  stating 
that  the  iaioneys  mentioned  therein,  and  vouchen  *> 
compahying  the  same,  have  been  actually  paid  to  the 
persons,  and  for  the  purposes  stated  in  sstd  sbstncb 
and  vouchers. 

Sec  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  tlic  wardesrf 
the  said  penitentiary  shall  be  appointeci  by  the  Prts* 
dent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Seaate; 
and  said  warden  shall  appoint,  and  may  remove,  at  hs 
pleasure,  all  its  subordinate  officers,  excepting  the  ckfk, 
who  shall  be  appointed  and  removed  by  the  inspecton, 
or  a  majority  of  them. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  nuniber  of 
inspectors  shall  hereafter  be  reduced  to  three,  a  oajoritT 
of  whom  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  traiusctioa  c( 
business,  and  shall  receive  an  annual  salary,  payable  qotf* 
ter-yearly,  of  two  hundred  and  fiftv  dollars  each. . 

S^c.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  aAa 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  salaiy  of  the  warden  of  ^ 
said  penitentiary  shall  be  fifteen  Hundred  dollsn  per  la- 
num. 

Approved:  February 25,  1831. 


AN  ACT  to  authorise  the  appointment  of  a  sub^feot 
to  the  Winnebago  Indians,  on  Bock  river. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  an  additional  sub-agent  be  il- 
lowed  to  the  Winnebago  tribe  of  lndian%  to  reade  on 
the  waters  of  Rdck  river  (  and  that  tlie  said  agent  ihiQ 
be  appointed  as  like  officers  are  appointed,  and  receive 
the  same  amount  of  compensation. 

Approved  :  Februaiy  25, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navr  Ut 
make  compensation  to  the  heirs  of  Talislcrro  Living- 
ston and  Francis  W.  Armstrong,  for  the  maintenance 
of  fifteen  Africans  illegally. imported  into  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Xavy  be 
authorized  to  pav,  out  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
suppression  of  the  stave  trade,  tlie  claim  of  the  hein  of 
Taliaferro  Livingston,  late  Marshal  of  the  United  Stato 
for  the  district  of  Alabama,  for  the  maintenance  of  trf- 
teen  Afticans,  illegally  in^orted  iiito  the  United  State* 
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n  the  schooners  Ix>niaa  ami  Harino,  in  one  thousand 
jight  h\uiilreU  ami  eighteen  :  Provided^  That  satisfactory 
.wideiKe  of  the  reasonableness  of  the  ciiurges  fur  said 
naistenance  «haU  be  furnisliedt  and  that  the  sums  re* 
:eived  by  the  sand  Livingston  for  the  hire  of  said  Afri- 
:an8,  and  fiir  the  labor  performed  for  him,  by  them,  if 
my,  be  accounted  fur  and  deducted. 

Sec.  2.  JSnd  be  it  futlUer  enacted.  That  the  same  al- 
owai»ce  shall  be  maile  to  Francis  W.  Armstrong,  Marshal 
if  the  United  States  fur  the  district  of  Alabama,  for  the 
ime  tliat  the  aforesaid  fifteen  Africans  were  kept  by 
lim,  subject,  in  the  settlement,  to  the  same  restrictions 
provided  fur  in  the  first  sectton  of  this  act. 

Approved  :  February  35, 1831 

iN  ACT  supplemental  to  an  act,  passed  on.  tiie  thirty- 
first  March,  one  thousand  ei;rht  hundred  and  thirty,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  and  for  the  suppression  of  fratlilident   practices 
at  the  public  sales  of  lands  of  the  United  States." 
Bt  it  maeled,  U.C.  That    all  purchasers,  their   l>eirs  or 
assignees,  of  such  of  the  public  bnds  as  were  sold  on  a 
:redit  for  a  less  price  than  fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  and 
on  which  a  further  credit  has  been  taken  under  any  of 
Ihe  laws    passed    for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  and  which    lands    have    reverted  to  the   United 
States  on  account  of  the  balance  due  thereon  not  having 
l)een  paid  or  discitarged,  agreeably    to  said  relief  laws, 
ihall  be  entitled  to  patents,  without  fuK her  payment,  in 
dl  instances  where  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  or  a 
^eater  sum,  per  acre,  shall  have  been  paid(  or  where 
[uyment  to    that  amount  shall  nut  have  been   heretofore 
made,  such  purchasers,    their    heirs   or  assignees,  ailiall 
liave  the  nght  of  pre-emption  until  the  fonrtii  day  of  Ju- 
ly, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  by  pacing 
into  the  proper  Und  office  such  sum,  in  addition  to  the 
unount  heretofore  paid,  as  will,  together,  amount  to  the 
minimum  price  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  at  the 
lime  of  such  payment. 

Sec.  2.  Jhm  be  Ufurihtr  enaeied.  That  all  such  occu- 
[)ants  of  relinquished    land  as  are  contemplated   and  de- 
icribed  in  the  second  section  of  the  above  recited  act,  to 
Nrhicli  this  is  a  supplement,  as  are    in  possession  of  land 
Mrhich  was  sold  on  credit,  for  a  leas    sum   than  fourteen 
lollars  per  acne,  shall  have  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the 
tame    lands,  according   to  the  legal  subdivisions  of  sec- 
lions,  not  exceeding  the  quantity  of  two  quarter  sections 
n  contigtiotis  tracts  or  contiguous  to  other  lands  held  by 
iuch  occupants  respectively,  until  the  fotuih.day  of  July, 
jne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,    upon   their 
>aylng  into  a  proper  of!ice,(or  all  land  originally  sold  fora 
price  not  exceeduig  five  dollars  per  acre,  one  dolbr  and 
:wenty-nvc  cents  per  acret  and  for  all  lands  which  origi- 
nally sold  for  moro  than  five  dollars,  and  not  exceeding 
'ourteen  dollars  per  acre,  tlie  amount  of  the  first   instal- 
neut  heretofore  paid;  such  occupants  first  proving  their 
xissession,  respectively  in  conformity  to  the  pr«>visions  of 
he  said  act,  to  which  tht4  is  a  supplement,  in  the  ntanner 
vhich  has  been  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
aeneral  Land  OHice,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  tliereof : 
f'rooidedf  however.  That  in  all  cases  where  proof  of  posses- 
tion  has  been  already  made  under  said  recited  act,  proof 
;hall  not  again  beTequire<l,  unless  tl)e  applicant  choose  to 
ake  other  land  than  that  to  which  such  procyf  applies. 

Sec.  3.  Jind  be  it  furiher  enacted  That  the  provisions 
)f  this  act  shall  extend  lo  all  town  property  of  which  tlie 
government  htis  been  proprietors,  and  not  subsequently 
old,  when  full  payment  has  not  been  made  :  Promded, 
The  original  purchasers,  or  their  assignees,  pay  into  the 
>roper  Und  office,  on  o^  before  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
hou«and. eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  one  half  of  the 
original  purchase  money,  without  interest 
Approved  :  February  25,  1831« 
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AN  ACT  to  incorporate  Saint  Vincent's  Orphan  Asylum» 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  U  enaded,  &e.  That  William  Matthews,  Matthew 
Deagle,  Peter  S.  Shreiber,  IMiomas  Carbery,  and  William 
Hiekey,  and  their  successors  in  office,  are  hereliy  made, 
declared,  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  bo<ly  police, 
in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever,  imder 
tlie  name,  style,  and  title  of  Saint  Vincent's  Orphan 
Asylum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and  smgtt- 
lar  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  legacies,  annuities,  rights, 
privileges,  goods,  and  chattels,  th:it  may  hereafter  he 
given,  granted,  sold,  devised,  or  bequeathed  to  Saint 
Vincent's  Orphan  Asylum,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  vest* 
ed  in,  and  confirmed  to,  the  said  corporation  ;  and  that 
th6y  may  purchase,  take,  receive,  ana  enjoy  any  lands 
tenements,  rents,  annuities  rights,  or  privileges,  or  any 
g^oods,  chattels  or  other  effects,  of  what  kind  or  nature 
soever,  which  shall,  or  may  hereafter  be  given,  gfranted, 
sold,  bequeathed,  or  devised  unto  them,  or  either  of  them, 
as  I'rusteetf  of  the  said  Asylum,  by  any  person  or  persons 
bo<lies  politic  or  corporate,  capable  (if  making  such  grant, 
and  to  dispose  of  the  same  :  Prooided,  The  clear  annual 
income  ot  property  to  be  acquired  by  said  corporation 
shall,  at  n(»4«me,  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  ii  fwihtr  enacted.  That  the  said  corpo- 
ration, by  the  name  ami  style  aforesaid,  be,  and  shall  be 
hereafter,  capable,  in  law  ami  equity,  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
to  plead  and  beimplewdcd,  within  the  District  of  Cohim- 
bia  and  elsewhere,  in  as  effectual  a  manner  as  other  per- 
sons or  corporations  can  sue  or  be  sued ;  aiul  tliat  they 
sitall  adopt  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  use, 
alter,  or  exchange  at  pleasure  ;  that  they  may  appoint 
such  officers  as  they  aliall  deem  necessary  and  proper,  to 
assign  them  tlieir  duties  and  regelate  their  compensation, 
and  to  remove  any  or  all  of  them,  and  appoint  others  &8 
of\cn  as  they  shall  think  fit ;  and  the  said  corporation 
shall  make  such  laws  as  may  be  useful  for  the  government 
and  support,  and  for  the  general  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  of  the  said  Allium,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  ami 
not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or  the 
laws  in  force  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  time 
being,  aad  the  same  to  alter,  amend,  or  abrogate  at  plea* 
sure. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  a  further  enatted.  That  there  shall  be 
a  meeting  of  the  regular  annual  contributors  to  the  8«ip- 
port  of  Saint  Vincent's  Orphan  Asylum,  in  the  month  of 
June,  in  each  year,  the  hour,  and  day,  and  manner  of 
giving  notice  for  which,  to  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws  ; 
at  which  meeting,  by  those  who  from  the  by  laws  may 
be  qualified  to  vote,  nine  female  managers  sliall  be  elect- 
ed, who  shall  appoint  a  first  and  second  Directress  <^n<l 
may  fill  all  vacancies  in  their  own  Board,  until  the  next 
annual  election  ;  and  the  present  managers  may  continue 
in  office  until  the  election  iiTjune  next. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  with  the  consent 
and  approbation  of  the  parent,  guardian,  or  fKends  who 
mav  have  the  care  of  any  male  or  female  child,  or  where  a 
ehild  may  be  destitute  of  any  friend  or  protector,  the 
same  may  be  received  into  Saint  Vincent's  Orphan 
Asylum,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  made  by  the 
by-laws  And  there  protected,  instructed,  and  supported  : 
and  they  ehall  not  ibereaf\er  be  withdrawn,  or  be  at  li- 
berty Uiemaelves  to  withdraw  from  the  Asylum,  without 
the  consent  or  dismissal  of  the  corporation  aforesaid,  un- 
til, if  a  male,  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty, 
one  years  or,  if  a  female,  the  age  of  eighteen  years  \ 
but,  up  to  the  ages  aforesaid  respectively,  they  shall  re- 
main subject  to  the  direction  of  the  said  corporation,  un- 
lets they  may,  by  the  same,  be  exonerated  from  service 
previous  to  attaining  those  ages  respectively  ;  and  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  the  power  to  bind  any  child 
under  tlwir  care,  for  the  purpo»6  of  acquiring  a  know- 
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led|^  of  some  useful  trade^  occupation  or  profesvon,  iin> 
der  Mich  conditions  as  may  be  determined  by  tiie  by- 
laws, a  copy  of  which  conditions  shall  be  delivered  to, 
and  they  aliull  be  binding  on  ev^iry  person  to  whom  any 
child  may  be  so  liound  ;  that  there  may  also  be  estab- 
Itshedy  in  connexion  with  Saint  Vincent's  Orphan's  Asy- 
lum, schools  fur  the  daily  attendance  of  i^ltildren  whose 
parents  or  guardians  are  or  may  be  unable  to  pay  for 
their  instruction,  or  whose  parents  or  guanliaiis  may 
contribute  towards  the  support  of  tlie  Asylum,  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  made  in  the  by-Uws. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  vacancy 
whichi  from  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  may  hap 
pen  in  theUoard  of  Trustees,  sliall  be  filled  according  to 
the  mode  lo  be  prescribed  in  the  by-laws ;  that  they 
may  hold  such  meetings  as  they  sliall  think  proper,  nnd, 
to  give  form  to  tlieir  jiroceedings,  may  appoint  such  offi- 
cers M  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  provide  proper 
checks  and  responsibilities  for  the  security  of  the  pro- 
perty and  funds  of  the  corporation  aforesaid  ;  that  they 
shall  keep  a  journal  of  tiieir  proceedings,  upon  which 
the  by-laws  shall  be  recorded  ;  and  that  they  shall  make 
report,  at  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  in  June,  of  the 
aflraini  and  condition  of  the  institution  for  tlie  preceding 
year. 

Sec  7.  And  6e  it  further  enacted^  That  it  may  be  law- 
ful  for  Congress  hereafter  to  altet,  amend,  modify,  or  re- 
peal the  foregoing  act. 

Approved  :  February  35,  1S31. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  indemnification  under  tiie  <»invention 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Denmark,  of  the  twenty.eigluh  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty,  and  for  the  distribution  among  such 
claimants,  of  the  Aims  to  be  paid  by  the  nanish  Go- 
vernment to  that  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
stipulation  of  the  SHid  convention. 
Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  commissioners  who  are  or 
may  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  witir  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in 
pursuance  of  the  third  article  of  the  convetUion  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Denmark,  signed  at  Copenhagen  tiic  twenty-eiglith 
day  uf  MarclY,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ami  thirty, 
shall  meet  at  Washington  City,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, andf  within  the  space  uf  two  years  from  \\\t  time  of 
their  first  meeting,  shall  receive,  examine,  and  decide 
upon  the  amount  and  validity  of  all  such  claims  as  may 
be  presented  to  tliem,  and  are  provided  for  by  the  con- 
vention referred  to,  accordin|f  to  the  merits  of  the  seve- 
ral cases,  and  to  justice,  cquit}',  and  tlio  law  of  nations 
and  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  convention. 

Sec.  2.  Aiui  Ife  it  further  enacted,  I'hat  all  records,  do- 
cuments,  or  other  papers,  iPtiich  now  are  in,  or  hereaf 
ter,  during  the  continuance  of  this  commission,  may 
come  into  th6  possession  of  the  Department  of  State,  in 
relation  to  such  claims,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  cotn- 
misnon  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  Jhid  be  it  further  enactul,  Hiat  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  a  majority  of  them,  with  their  Secretary, 
whose  appointment  is  liereinafler  provided  for,  shall  con- 
vene in  this  city  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  next,  and 
shall  proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  their  commission ; 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  i-equired  forthwith  ailcr  the  passing  of 
this  act,  to  give  notice  of  tlie  siul  intended  meeting,  to 
be  published  in  one  or  mure  public  gazettes  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  and  in  such  other  publfc  papers,  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  as  he  may  de- 
signate. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enfuUd,  f  hat  the  saiil  com- 
misstoners  shall  proceed  immediately  after  their  meeting  1 


in  the  City  of  Washington,  with  all  convenient  despstch, 
to  arrange  and  docket  the  several  chiima,  and  to  cotadn 
the  evidence  which  shall  have  been,  or  which  maj  beof 
fered  by  the  respective  claimants,  ai]owin|;'  such  funlier 
time  for  the  production  of  such  further  evMlence  as  say 
be  required,  and  as-tliey  shall  think  reasofubtc  srd  just; 
and  they  shall  thereupon  nroceeil  to  determine  tbt  n-i 
claims,  and  to  award  distribution  of  the  sums  to  be  ic- 
ceived  by  the  United  States  from  tlie  King  of  Denmark, 
under  the  siipulations  of  the  Convention  aforesaid,  mm^ 
the  several  claimants,  according  to  th'eir  respective  rig;bi& 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  t!%e  said  con- 
missioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  a%< 
empowered  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulatt6i^ 
not  contravening  the  laws  of  the  land,  the  proviscna  i: 
this  act,  or  the  provisions  of  the  said  Convention,  forar 
rying  their  said  ctjmmission  into  fiiU  and  cooaplete  efTcO. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaetett^  That  the  Presklfr^t 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aulhonzed.tt 
and  with  the  advice  and  ooosent  of  the  Senate,  tot:- 
point  a  Secretarv  to  the  said  commission. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  coo- 
missioners  and  Secretary  sliall  severally  take  an  oalb  kr 
the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  compean* 
tion  of  the  respective  officers  for  whose  appointment  ;^» 
viuon  is  made  by  this  act  shall  not  exceed  the  fotfovi^ 
sums  :  to  each  of  tlie  said  comquissioners  at  the  rate  d 
three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  to  the  Secrete? 
of  the  Board  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  &> 
num  ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  U, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  make  such  prurision  fo- 
tlie  contingent  ei^penses  of  the  said  comnmnion  as  ^i^ 
appear  to  him  reasonable  and  proper;  and  the  said  »^ 
ries  and  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  tk 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  moneys  vs 
be  received  from  the  Danisdi  Government  under  the  oe^ 
vention  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  ti»^ 
United  States,  and  shall  constitute  a  fund  for  sati^r^ 
the  awards  of  the  commission  provided  for  by  this  act. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  comlIMfi^ 
cations  to  or  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  C^mms 
sioners  on  the  bus;Res8  of  tlie  commission,  shail  pass  bj 
mail  free  of  postage. 

Sec.  U.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  aa  soon  as  H,r 
said  commission  shall  be  executed  and  eompleted,  tit. 
recoixls,  documents,  and  all  other  papers  in  the  pos^ 
sion  of  the  commission  or  its  oflicecs  shall  be  dcpce^t- 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Approved:  February  25,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  Punishment  of  Crimes  in  the  Distrki  v 

Columbia. 
Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  Ue    That,  from  and    aft«  vW 
passage  of  this  act,  every  person  who  shall  be  ooovkted 
in  any  court  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  any  *j**t'- 


following  offences,   to  wit  :  manslaughter,   aasauH 
battery  with  intent  to  kill,  arson,  rape,  amilt  and 
tery  with  .intent  to   commit  a  rape,  bof|r^*Tt   rtrfjbtn 
horse  stealing,  mayhem,  bigamy,  perjury,  or  sMbomat;-^. 
of  perjury,  larceny,  if  the  property  stolen  is  of  the  ^-alt:; 
of  five  dollars  or  upwards,  forgery,  obtaimncr  by  ^5* 
pretencesany  goods  or  chattels,  money,  bank  mAe,  fir  ■ 
missory  note,  or  any  other  instrument  in  wfitiii|p  £or  c:t« 
payment  or  delivery  of  money  oi*  other  valuable  dM^,  • 
of  keeping  a  faro  baink  or  other  common  ganung  tsMe,  f-e 
ty  larceny  upon  a  second  conviction*  committed  aAcr  ':*- 
passage  of  this  act,  fciiallbe  sentenced  to  sufTer  ptirn: 
inent  oy  imprisonment  and  labor,  for  the  time  askd  I'ssr- 
hereinafter  prescribed,  in   the  peiiiteiitiary  for    tltr  l>  t 
trict  of  Columbia. 


it 
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Laws  of  the  Untied  Staiea, 
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Sec.  2.  jSnd  be  it  furiher  enaded.  That  every  person 
:Uiiy  convicted  of  manslaufi^hter,  or  of  any  assault  and 
!>attery  will)  intent  to  kill,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer 
mprtsonment  and  labor,  for  the  first  offence  for  a  period 
tiot  less  than  two  nor  more  than  eiebt  years,  for  the  se- 
cond offence  for  a  period  not  less  inan  six  nor  more  tlian 
ifleen  years. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  cnacied^  That  every  person 
luly  convicted  of  the  crime  of  maliciously,  wilfully,  or 
raudulcntly  burning  tiny  dwelling  house,  or  any  other 
Douse,  bam  or  stmble  adjoining  thereto,  or  any  store,  barn 
>r  out- house,  having  goods,  tobacco,  hay  or  grain  there* 
n,  although  the  same  shall  not  be  adjoinmg  to  any 
ilwclling  house  ;  or  of  maliciously  and  wilfully  burning 
my  of  the  public  buildings  in  the  cities,  towns,  or  coun* 
jes  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  or  the  said  cities,  towns  or  counties;  or  any 
:hurch,  meeting-hoase,  or  other  building  for  public 
irorship,  belonging.to  any  voluntary  society,  or  body 
:or|)orate  ;  or  any  college,  academy,  school-house,  or 
ihrar}'  ;  or  any  ship  or  vessel,  afloat  or  building  {  or  as 
}eing  accessary  thereto,  shall  be  henlenced  to  suffer 
m])risonment  and  labor,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  one, 
lor  more  than  ten  years  for  the  first  offence,  and  not 
less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  years  for  tlie  second 
)ffencc. 

Sec.  4.  Aui  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  free 
person  duly  convicted  of  rape,  or  as  being  accessary 
thereto  before  the  fact,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  im- 
prisonment  and  labor,  for  the  first  offence  for  a  period 
iot  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  thirty  yeai'S,  aiid  for  the 
lecond  offence  for  and  during  the  period  of  his  natund 
Ife. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That -every  free  pcr- 
>on  duly  convicted  of  an  assault  and  battery,  with  intent 
:o  commit  a  rape,  shall  be  punished  for  the  first  offence 
>y  undergooig  confinement  in  the  Penitentiary  for  a  pe- 
*iod  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  for 
he  second  for  a  period  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
ifleen  years. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeled^  ThM  every  person 
hily  convicted  of  burglary,  or  as  accessary  thereto  before 
:he  fast,  or  of  robbery,  or  as  accessary  thereto  before  the 
act,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  labor 
br  the  first  offence  for  a  period  not  less  than  three  nor 
Dore  than  seven  years,  and  for  the  second  offence  for  a 
leriod  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  every  person 
.  nvicled  of  horse  Bteftlinff,  mayhem,  bigamy,  or  as  be- 
ng  accessary  to  any  of  said  crimes  before  the  fact,  shall 
)e  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  labor,  for  the 
irst  offence  for  a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
■even  years,  and  for  the  second  offence  for  a  period  not 
ess  than  five  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  every  person 
ionviclcd  ot  penury,  or  subornation  of  perjury,  shall  be 
lentenccd  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  labor,  for  the  first 
ifTence  for  a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten 
rears,  and  for  the  second  offence  for  a  period  not  less 
iian  five  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person 
:onvicted  offeloniously  stealing,  taking,  and  carrying 
iway,  any  goods  or  chattels,  or  other  personal  property, 
)f  the  value  of  five  dollars  or  upwards,  or  any  bank  note, 
[promissory  note,  or  any  other  instrument  of  writing,  for 
be  payment  or  delivery  of  money  or  other  valuable 
•hing,  to  the  amount  of  five  dollars  or  upwards,  shall  be 
tentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  labor,  for  the  first 
)frence  for  a  period  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three 
^ears,  and  for  the  second  offence  for  a  period  not  less 
ban  three  nor  more  titan  ten  years. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  eveiy  person 
unvicted  of  receiving  stolen  gbods.   or  any  article  the 


stealing  of  which  is  made  pmnishable  by  this  act,  to  the 
value  of  five  dollars  or  upwards,  knowing  them  to  have 
been  stolen,  or  of  being  an  accessary  afler  the  fact  in 
any  felony,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment 
and  labor,  for  the  first  offence  for  a  period  not  less  than 
one  nor  more  than  five  years,  and  for  the  second  offence 
for  a  period  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person 
duly  convicted  of  having  falsely  forged  and  counterfeit- 
ed any  gold  or  silver  coin,  which  now  is,  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter be,  passing  or  in  circuhition  wUhin  the  District  of  Co« 
lumbia  ;  or  of  having  falsely  uttered,  paid,  x>r  tendered  in 
payment,  any  such  counterfeit  or  forged  coin,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  forged  and  counterfeit ;  or  of  having  aid- 
ed, abetted  or  commanded  tlie  perpetration  of  either  of 
the  said  ofl'ences  -,  or  of  having  falsely  made,  altered,  forc- 
ed, or  counterfeited,  or  caused  or  procured  to  be  falsely 
made,  altered,  foi*ged,  or  counterfeited,  or  having  willing- 
ly aided  or  assisted  in  falsely  making,  altering,  forging,  or 
counterfeiting,  any  paper,  writing,  or  printed  paper,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  right  of  any  otiier  person,  body  politic, 
or  corporate,  or  voluntary  association,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud such  person,  body  politic  or  corporate,  or  volunta- 
ry association,  or  of  haying  passed,  uUered,  or  publish- 
ed, or  attempted  to  pass,  utter  or  publij»h,  as  true,  any 
such  falsely  made,  altered,  forged,  or  counterfeited  pa- 
per, writing  or  printed  paper,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  right 
of  any  other  peiaon,  body  politic  or  corporate,  or  volun- 
tary association,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  made, 
altered,  forged,  or  counterfeiteil,  with  intent  to  defraud 
such  penson,  body  politic  or  corporate,  or  voluntary  as- 
sociation, shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  imprisonment  and 
labor,  for  the  first  offence  for  a  period  not  less  than  one 
year  nor  more  than  seven  years,  for  tlte  second  offence, 
for  a  period  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years. 
Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  person 
duly  convicted  of  obtaining  by  false  pretences  any  goods 
or  cliattels,  money,  bank  note,  promissory  note,  or  any 
other  instrument  in  writing,  for  the  payment  or  delivery 
of  money  or  other  valuable  thing,  or  of  keeping  a  faro 
bank  or  gaming  table,, sliall  be  sentenced  to  suflTer  impri- 
sonment and  labor,  for  a  period  not  less  than  one  year, 
no^  more  than  five  years  :  and  every  person,  so  offend- 
ing, shall  be  a  competent  witness  against  every  other 
person  oflTending  in  the  same  transaction,  and  may  be 
compelled  to  appear  and  give  evidence  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  persons ;  but  Uie  testimony  so  given  shall 
not  be  used  in  any  prosecution  or  proceeding,  civil  or 
criminal,  ag^nst  the  person  so  testifying. 

Sec  13.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  every  person, 
u])on  a  second  conviction  of  larceny,  where  the  proper- 
ty stolen  is  under  the  value  of  five  dollars,  or  upon^i  se- 
cond conviction  of  receiving  stolen  raods,  knowing  them 
to  be  stolen,  where  the  property  stolen  is  under  tlie  va- 
lue of  five  dollars,  shall  be  sentenced  to  suffer  imprison- 
ment and  lubor,  for  a  period  not  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  three  years. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  capital 
felonies  and  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  not  here- 
in specially  provided  for,  except  murder,^  treason,  and 
Eiracy,  shall  hereafter  be  punislied  by  uDDrisonment  and 
ibor  ill  the  Penitentiary  of  said  District,  tor  a  period  not 
less  than  seven  nor  more  than  twenty  years. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  every  otlier 
finally,  misdemeanor,  or  offence  not  provided  for  by  this 
act,  may  and  shall  be  punished  as  heretofore,  except  tliat, 
in  all  cases  where  whipping  is  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
punishment,  except,  in  tlie  cases  of  sllves,  the  court 
shall  substitute  Uierefor  imprisonment  in  the  county 
jaili  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enactedf  That  all  definitions 
and  descriptions  of  crimes  ;  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  in- 
capacities, the  restitution  of  property,  or  the  payment  of 
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the  value  tlieteof  {  and  crety  other  mttter  not  provided 
Ibr  m  tlm  act,  be,  and  the  aBsie  shall  reottiii,  aa  bereto- 
iwe> 

See.  17.  ^fimf  5e  ^<  further  enatied.  That  if  anf  free 
penofi  ihaH»  in  the  Mid  Diitriet,  onlavfully,  by  fbice 
and  violence,  take  and  cany  avay,  or  caiiae  to  be  taken 
and  carried  away,  or  ihall,  by  finitid  unlawfully  aednce, 
or  eaoae  to  be  aeduced,  any  me  negro  or  mulatto^  from 
an^  part  of  the  taid  Piatrict  to  an^  other  part  of  the  aid 
lliftrict,  or  to  any  other  place,  with  deiigrn,  or  intention 
to  tell  or  diapoae  of  auch  negro  or  mulatto,  or  to  cause 
him  or  her  to  be  kept  and  detained  as  a  slave  for  life,  or 
servant  for  yean,  t^rry  auch  person  ao  offending,  hai  or 
her  connaellori^  aiders  and  abettors^  riiall,  on  conviction  ' 
thered^  be  |iunidhed  by  fine,  not  exceeding  five  tho«Mand 
doHara,  and  imprisonment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor, 
in  ttie  Penitentiafy,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  twelve 
year%  according  to  the  enormity  of  the  offence. 

9ec.  18.  Snahe  it  further  tnaded^  That  nothing  here- 
in contMned  shall  be  conatrued  to  apply  to  slaves  not  re- 
sidents  of  the  District  of  Columbia  {  but  such  slaves 
shall,  for  all  offences  committed  in  said  District,  be  pun- 
ished a|^recably  to  the  bws  as  they  now  exist :  Provided 
that  this  act  sImII  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  sbves. 
\   Approved,  March  2, 1831. 

.  AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  certain  furtifications 

during  the  year  one  tlio«isand  eight  hundred  and  thir^ 

ty-one. 

Be  it  enacted,  fcc.  I'hat  the  following  rums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasuiy  for  certiiin  fortin- 
catiora^  viz : 

Por  the  preservation  of  (George's  island,  Boston  luu^ 
bor,  6we  thousand  dolUm. 

For  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  IsUnd,  one  hundred  thousand 
dolfaun. 

For  the  completion  of  fort  Hamilton,  New  York,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  repairing  fort  Columbus  and  castle  Williams,  New 
Turk,  twenty-five  thotisand  dothmi. 

For  fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  eiglily  thousand  doHan. 

For  fort  Calhoun,  Virginia,  eiglity  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  fort  Macon,  seventy  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  tlie  fort  on  Oak  island,  North 
Carolina,  ninety  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  a  fort  at  Mobile  point,  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  the  battery  at  Bienvenu,  Louisiana, 
three  thousand  four  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  fi>rt  Wood,  Louisiana,  three  thousand 
six  hundred  dultars. 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications,  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 
Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  certain  importers  of  foreign 

merchandize. 
Be  it  enaetedt  8cc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  extend  relief  to 
any  importer  of  foreign  merchandise  who  may  have 
beien  cnarged,  under  the  provisions  of  the  tliird  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  «•  An  act,  for  the  more  efi'ectual  col- 
lection  of  the  duties  on  imports,"  passed  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty,  with  any  duty  in  addition  to  the  duties  existing  on 
Boeh  merchandise  previous  to  the  passage  of  said  act,  to 
the  amount  of  such  additional  duty  :  Pfwdded^  said  mer- 
chandise ahftH  have  been  imported  previous  to  the  first 


d^  of 

shall  be  entitled  to  the 

thia  act,  who,  by  the 

by  lums^,  or  his 

could  have  oompGed  with  the 

section  of  said  act ; 

shall  require  and 


tobepre«bj 


of  the  aMd  uurd 

of  theTreaney 

evadcnce,  dwd 

adtthaiiodi 


diligence  has  been  used,  and  that  hel 
and  without  any  intent  to  violate  « 
of  aaid  ttnid  aectioa,  before  he  sfadi  gfant  the  Ttiiri 
herem  provided. 
Approved,  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  sale  of  the  landa  in  tke  State  of  IS- 
nois  reserved  for  the  oae  of  the  aidi  springi  ss  ik 
Vermilfion  river  in  that  State. 

Be  ii  enatUd,  Sec  That  the  State  of  Ufinois  shifl  te. 
and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  emp&wered  to  caoK  to  ^ 
sold  and  conveyed,  io  such  manner  and  on  audi  tero& 
and  conditions  as  the  Legisbture  of  said  State  kbor 
may  direct,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  rcieneil 
and  set  apart  by  the  Vresitlent  of  the  United  SUtcs,  w 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  eighteen  bundml  wi 
twei.t^'five  for  the  uae  of  the  sah  works  on  the  \tml 
lion  rnrer,  in  said  State,  and  to  apply  tlie  proceeds  oi' 
such  sale  to  such  objects  as  the  Legislature  of  ssid  Sti'e 
has  or  nuy  direct  *  Fronded^  said  utid  shall  not  be  >:1- 
for  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Approved,  Marcli  2, 1831. 

AK.  ACT  for  the    relief  of  the    dtixena  of  Siuviiee- 

town. 

Beil  enacted^  &c.  That  it  shall  ami  may  be  lavfclfar 
any  purclMser,  tlie  assignee  or  legal  representative  of  isv 
purchaser,  of  any  in  or  out-lot  or  lots  in  the  tovn  ci 
Shawneetown  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  which  lot  or  lo> 
may  luive  reverted  for  the  non-payment  o(  the  ptiicbtfe 
money,  to  re-enter  the  same  lot  or  lou  which  nay  bare 
so  reverted,  witli  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  £>* 
trict  of  Siiawneeiown,  at  any  time  within  sis  okonCd 
afler  the  passage  of  this  act,  upon  the  foUowing  \enb 
and  conditions,  to  wit :  by  paying,  in  addition  to  what  bt& 
heretofore  been  paid  upon  each  in-lot,  five  dolUn^  »s^ 
upon  each  out-lot,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  per 
acre, 
^ec.  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  emtded.  That  there  be,  uti 
hereby  is,  granted  to  the  Trustees  of  the  town  of  Slav- 
neetown,  and  their  successors  in  office,  for  ever,  iiitnitf* 
to  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  for  the  purpose  <rf 
graduating  and  paving  the  river  bank  within  the  linits&f 
said  town,  all  the  vacanl^onnd  not  necessary  forttreds 
all  the  in  or  out-lots  within  the  boundis  of  mk\  tovo* 
which  remain  iinseld,  and  all  auch  aa  may  remain  iiosoiJ 
under  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  thb  act ;  UiU 
act  to  be  carried  into  cfiect  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  JJind  Office. 
Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  parduit 
an  additional  quantity  of  land  for  the  fiirtificaUom>^ 
Fort  Washington,  upon  the  river  Potomac 

Be  it  enacted,  I1iat  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  And  ite 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  purchase,  in  fee  simple,  fnw 
the  execiflrix  or  trustees  of  William  Dudley  Diggcs^  de- 
ceased, a  certain  piece  of  land  required  for  the  compleic 
defence  of  the  u  ork  at  Fort  Washington,  on  the  Pot^► 
mac,  according  to  a  survey  of  the  same,  deposited  in  uc 
Topographical  Bureau,  at  Washington  :  Protddtd,  ib« 
said  purchase  can  be  effected  for  the  release  of  tte 
amount  of  a  judgment  against  William  Dudley  Digges 
deceased,  for  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  stxtv 
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nine  dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents,  with  interest  from 
ninth  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
until  paid,  and  costs,  which  the  sureties  of  the  late  Ro- 
be K  Brent  have  assigned  to  the  United  States  :  Jnd 
provided,  further^  That  those  who  are  legally  autliorized 
to  convey  the  said  land  shall  make  and  execute  a  good 
title  thereto,  in  fee  simple,  with  an  acquittance  of  all 
claims  agamst.the  United  States,  for  the  previous  use  or 
occuoation  of  all  or  any  portion  of  the  premises,  or  for 
any  alleged  injury  to  an  adjacent  ftshery,  the  right  and 
title  to  which  is  to  be  released  to  the  United  States. 

Sec  3.  JBtnd  be  H  farther  enacted.  That,  upon  the 
completion  of  the  above  purchase,  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  specified,  the  proper  officer  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to.  enter  up 
satisfiiction  upon  the  judgment  aforesaid. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  Tliomas  Porter,  of  Indiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  tlie  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
lie  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  place  the  name 
of  Thomas  Porter  on  the  list  of  invalid  p<;gsioners,  and 
to  pay  hinr.  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  montli,  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  day  of  Januar}',  eigiiteeii  hundred  and 
tliirty-one. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  fur  the  relief  of  Willism  Clower. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be, 
am!  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  \o  settle  the 
claim  of  William  Clower,  for  carrying  the  mail  between 
Greenville  and  Fayette,  Mississippi,  upon  principles  of 
equity  and  justice. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  C.  Whittier. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  be  paid  to  Simeon  C. 
Whittier,  of  Hallowell,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap|>ropriated,  Uie 
principal  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  doPars  and 
fifty-three  cents,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty ;  and,  also^  the  fur- 
ther principal  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with  interest 
thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from 
the  ninth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eiglU  hundred 
and  twenty  ;  and,  also,  the  further  principal  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  one  dollars  and  two  cents,  with  interest 
(hereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from 
tiie  thirty-first  day  of  May,  one  thousaiul  eight  hundred 
tfiid  twenty-eight  ;  the  said  several  sums  having  been  iU 
leg^Ally  demanded  and  received  by  the  United  Slates  of 
said  Whittier,  as  one  of  llie  sureties  of  Daniel  Evans,  for- 
merly a  Collector  of  the  Direct  Taxes  and  Internal  Du- 
ties for  the  fpurth  collection  district  in  Massachusetts. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Rbenezer  Rollins. 

Be  it  enacted^  Sec.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
br,  and  he  is  heniby,  authorized  to  pay  to  Ebenczer  Rol- 
lins, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otliertvise  ap- 
propriated, twelve  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents^  being  the  amount  of  drawback  on  twenty-nine 
liup^sheads,  four  barrels,  and  fifty- two  bags  of  coflee, 
which  were  exported  in  the  ship  Rebecca  Coffin,  for  Got- 
tenburg,  although  the  said  ship  did  not  proceed  to  sea 
until  after  the  expiration  uf  twelve  months  from  the  time 
of  tlie  entry  of  the  said  merchandise  :  Provided,  That  the 
said  merchandise  was  shipped  on  board  said  vessel,  and 
cleared  at  the  custom-house,  befbre  the  expiration  of 
twelve  months  fh>m  the  time  of  its  entr}-,  and  that  all  the 


other  requirements  of  the  law,  to  entitle  it  to  dcbentti^^ 
have  been  complied  with. 
Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Daniel  Mclntire,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  pay  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Daniel  Mc- 
lntire, late  an  invalid  penwoner,  deceased,  the  sum  due 
said  pensioner  at  his  death. 

Approved:  March 2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  E.  Sprague. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  pay  to  Joseph  E.  Sprague  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  iorty*nine  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  full  for  ser- 
vices rendered  by  him  as  counselier  and  attorney  in  at- 
tending to  and  takihg  depositions,  in  cases  in  which  the 
United  States  wereinterested. 

Approved  :  Biarch  2,  1831.  - 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Daly,  late  of  Canada. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  to  John  Daly,  late 
of  New  Ark,  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  out  of  any 
'  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollai*s,  being  for  supplies  furnished 
and  services  rendered  to  the  army  of  the  United  States 
in  Canada,  and  for  losses  of  property  sustained  by  him  on 
the  Niagara  frontier  ddring  the  late  war. 

Approved;  March 2.  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  lire  relief  of  Nathaniel  Clieevcr,  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otlierwise  appropriated,  to  Na- 
thaniel Cheevcr,  Ariel  Mann,  Benjamin  Dearborn,  Tho- 
.masB.  Coolidge,  and  Stephen  Tuckcrrnian,  who  were 
formerly  inhabitants  of  the  town  uf  Hallowell,  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  each  and  severally,  the  principal  sum  of 
tliree  hundreil  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  nfty-thrce  cents, 
with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  jier  centum  per 
annum,  from  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one  Uiousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  ;  and  hIm  the  turlher  principal  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  witii  interest  thereon,  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  ninth  day 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  -, 
the  said  several  sums  having  been  illegally  demanded 
and  received  by  the  United  States  af  each  of  the  above- 
mentioned  persons,  as  one  uf  tlie  sureties  of  Daniel 
Evans,  tbrmerly  a  collector  of  the  direct  taxes  and  inter- 
nal duties  for  the  fourth  collection  district  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tlud,  if  said  Clieever, 
Mann,  Dearborn,  Coolidge,  and  Tuckerman,  or  any  of 
them,  have  d^rceased,  or  biiall  decease  before  tlie  pay- 
ment shall  be  made  to  each  of  them,  respectively,  as 
above  provided,  then  said  sums  uf  tJirce  hundred  and 
fifty -six  dollar-i  and  fifty-three  cents,  and  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
executors  or  administrators  of  each  of  the  said  persons  so 
deceased. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Peters  a!id  Poiid. 

Be  it  etmcted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  to  Peters  and  Pond, 
roercliants  of  Boston,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  forty-five  cents, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otlierwise  appro- 
priated ;  being  the  moiety  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  ih.e 
United  States  on  the  sale  of  their  schooner  Anna  and  her 
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cargo,  which  had  been  seized  and  condemned  for  a  tioU- 
lion  of  tlir.  revenue  laws  by  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Georgia,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  deducting  there- 
irom  the  duties  accruing  on  said  moiety. 
Approved,  March  2,  laSl. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Lucien  Harper. 

Be  it  enacUd,  &c.  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Lu- 
cien Harper,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents,  being  the  specie  value  of  a  certificate  issued  by 
Francis  Hopkinson,  treasurer  of  lo^ns,  numbered  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty,  with  interest  on  the  said 
specie  value,  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  ;  which  certificate  was  issued 
in  the  name  of  Captain  George  Wolsey,  and  of  which  tlie 
said  Lucien  Harper  is  now  owner :  Providedf  That  the 
said  Lucien  Harper  shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the 
first  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  a  bond  in  such  sum  and 
with  such  security  as  the'  said  Comptroller  shall  direct 
and  approve,  .to  indemnify  the  United  States  from  and 
against  tlie  lawful  claim  of  any  other  person  or  persons 
for,  or  on  account  of,  the  said  certificate. 

Approved,  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  James  Sprague. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  James  Spi^ague  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  locate  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  by  legal  subdivisions,  on  any  public  land  in 
the  state  of  Ohio  now  offered  for  sale,  at  the  minimum 
price,  in  satisfaction  of  an  equal  quantity  of  land  hereto- 
fore located  by  the  said  James  Sprague  on  the  east  half 
of  the  eighth  section  of  the  fiAh  township,  in  the  twenty- 
second  range,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty- 
third  of  April,  one  thou:tand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
from  which  the  said  James  has  been  evicted  by  an  older 
title  ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  issue  to  the  said  James  Sprague  a  patent 
for  the  land  so  located,  on  his  producing  the  certificate 
of  the  Register  of  die  laud  office  within  whose  district  the 
location  may  be  made. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  tu  provide  for  the  final  settlement  and  adjust- 
ment of  the  various  claims  preferred  by  James  Monroe 
against  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enactedt  &c.  Tiiat,  for  public  services,  losses,  and 
sacrifices,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated  to  be  paid  to  James  Monroe,  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  which  shall  be  in 
full  of  all  demands  of  the  said  James  Monroe  for  claims 
aforesaid  :  Provided,  The  accounting  officer  of  the  I'rea* 
sury  Department  shall,  upon  an  examination  of  his  ac- 
counts, believe  so  much  is  due  to  him  upon  the  princi- 
ples o^'  equity  and  justice. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-one. 

Be  it  exacted  fkc.  Hiat  the  following  sums  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
unappropriated  money  in  tlie  Treasury,  viz  : 

Fur  pay  and  mileage  of  the  Members  of  Congress  and 
Delegates,  three  hundred  and  seven  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty  eight  dollars. 

For  pay  ot'  the  Officers  and  Clerks  of  both  Houses, 
'>ur  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 


For  stationaiy,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  inc'idcAW 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  tweDt}'^De 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eiglity-fivc  dollan. 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  ami  alt  oilier  iociilental 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Kepriseau. 
tives,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  The  said  two  bm 
last  named  to  be  applied  to  Uie  payment  of  the  onfinv)' 
I  expenditures  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repnrsentt- 
tives^  severally,  and  to  no  other  purpose 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  assistant  LibranAbs, 
two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Library,  and  pay  if 
messengers,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  boolu  for  the  1  jbrary  of  Congres, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  Presidfct 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  the  Setre- 
tar>-  of  tl»e  Treasury,  the  SecreUry  of  War,  the  Sec«t»- 
ry  of  the  Navy,  and  Uie  Postmaster  General,  sxty  thgu* 
sand  dolUrs. 

For  Clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office  of  tfjc  Secre- 
tary of  State,  nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  dolbn. 

For  Clerlv^  machinist,  and  messenger,  in  the  Piteot 
Office,  five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  tlie  pcfnn- 
ment  of  State,  including  the  printing  and  packing  tie 
Laws,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compiling,  prihtnig,  and  binding  the  biennial  re- 
gister to  the  thirtieth  ^ptember,  one  thousand  eifht 
hundred  and  thirty- one,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  cf 
Congress  of  twenty-seventh.  April,  one  tliMiand  eigtt 
hundred  and  sixteen,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  storage  of  Laws  and  Documents,  three  hundred 
and  forty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Patent  Office,  to  wit 
books,  parchment,   stationary,  and  fuel,   an<l  including 
extra  Clerk  hire,  one  thousand  five   hundred  and  thirty 
dollars. 

For  repairs  and  improvements  of  gifiunds  and  buiHii^* 
of  the  Patent  Office,  three  hundred  and  sixty  doDan. 

For  compensation  of  the  superintendent  and  watdn 
men  of  the  northeast  executive  building,  eight  Imndred 
and  fifty  dollars 

For  satisfying  the  claim  of  John  MarslialT,  late  lap^na- 
tendent  of  the  War  and  Nary  building8,one  hundred  aod 
thirty  seven  dollan. 

For  contiflg^^ut  expenses  of  said  btiikling,  inchidii^ 
fuel,  labor,  oil,  repairs  of  building,  engines  and  buckets, 
and  improvement  ot  ground,  three  thousand  three  hen- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Clerks  and  measengen  in  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  fifteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Trc*- 
sury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengen  in  the 
office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  nineteen  tbotjoand  ose 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the 
I'reasury,  three  thoui»nd  dollars. 

For  compensatioH  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  ten  thousand  fourbuR- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  tb« 
office  of  the  First  Auditor,  thirteen  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  ibe 
office  of  the  Second  Auditor  sixteen  tliousand  nine  hua 
dred  dollars. 
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For  compcnHitioii  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasu- 
ry»  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tlie  clerks  and  mesaengera  in  the 
office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  twenty-one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dolhirs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, tliree  thousand  dolUrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  an  the 
ofiiceof  the  Fourth  Auditor,  seventeen  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollan. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fiftli  Auditor  of  the  Treasu- 
ry,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Fifih  Auditor,  twelve  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

F(»r  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  tiie  United 
States,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  six  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Ti*easury, 
three  thousand  dolUrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks- and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  twenty  four  thoii- 
sand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  I^nd  ^  Office, 
twenty  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and  for  tempora- 
ry  clerks,  to  enable  the  Commissioner  to  bring  up  the 
business  of  his  office,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  commutation  of  five  years  full  pay  to  Mountjoy 
Bailey;  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  five  humlred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
oflfice  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  stationar}*,  printing,  and  all  other 
incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  offices 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  following  several 
sums,  viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasury,  including  advertising 
and  extra  copying,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  one  tliou- 
sand  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Thgrd  Auditor,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Fiflh  Auditor,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  1'reasury,  tiiree 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
I^and  Office,  including  compensation  for  maps  requir- 
ed by  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  twenty  thinl  of  Fe- 
bruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
nine  thousand  dollacs- 

For  compensation  for  extra  aid,  during  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty,  in  the  issuing  military  land 
fmr-r%.  o4tcnts  founded    on     Virginia  military    surveys, 


!  and  writing  and  recording  patents  for  lands  sold,  four 
'  thousand  doUarst 

Fujr  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  in« 
eluding  purchase  of  law  books  for  tiiat  office,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  translations,  and  for  transmitting  passports  and 
sea-letters,  three  hundred  dolhirs. 

For  stating  and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  ItUndred  and  thirty  one,  one 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  watchmen 
of  the  southeast  executive  building,  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  continent  expenses  of  said  building,  including 
fuel,  labor,  oil,  repairs  of  building,  engines  and  buck- 
ets, and  improvement  of  adjoining  ground,  three  thon- 
sand  three  liundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  tliti  Secretary 
of  War,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  the  War  Department, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Paymaster  General,  four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Commiaaary  General  of  Purchases,  four  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  General,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  officr,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  including  ex- 
penses of  advertising,  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  tliousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  drawing  instniments,  repairing  instruments,  pur- 
chase and  repair  of  books  and  maps,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  service  of  a  lithographer,  and  for  materials  and 
repairs  for  the  hthographic  press,  six  hundred  and  thirty 
aix  dollars. 

For  arrears  of  the  tame,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Ordnance  Of- 
fice, two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensiition  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Stir^ 
geon  General,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dolbrs. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Quarter  Master  General,  two  thousand  one  hundreti  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  salar}'  of.  the  snperintendantand  watchmen  of 
the  northwest  executive  building,  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 
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Lams  of  the  Ohited  SMea. 


For  contingent  expenses  uf  said  building,  inckiding 
fuel,  labor,  oil,  repairs  of  building,  and  enginen*  and  im- 

Erovement  of  adjoining  ^groun<l,  three  thousand    three 
undred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  ihe  clerks  ana  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  eleven  thouband  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Board  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commtssiun- 
ersof  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  draughtsman,  and 
messenger,  in  tlie  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fidy  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  Board,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  superintendant  of  the  southwest 
executive  Ituilding,  and  the  watchman,  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including 
fuel,  repairs  of  building,  engines,  and  improvement  of 
ground,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tiie  two  Assistant  Postmasters 
General,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  tlie 
office  of  the  Postmaster  General,  forty^one  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  superinlendency  of  the  buildings^  making  up 
blanks  and  compensation  to  two  watchmen  ai*d  one  labo- 
rer, sixteen  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  extra  clerks  employed  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  by  the  late  Postmaster  General 
from  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  to  the  first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars,  twenty-seven  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  temporary  and  extra  cletks 
employed  m  the  Post  Office  Department,  since  the  first 
dayof  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  to  the  thirty-first  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty,  fiflean  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  dollars,  eiglit  cents. 

For  completing  the  new  Post  Office  building,  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  dollars,  three  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and' Michigan,  two. thousand  dollars. 

Fair  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  South  of  Tennessee, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tlie  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  including  two  hundred  dollars  of  arrears,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Uhnois,  Missouri, 
and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Alabama,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars^ 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Buildings  in  Washuigton  City,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of  the  Mint, 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  assistants  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  Mint,  including  extra  clerk  hire  and  Jabor- 
ers,  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 


For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  and  repsin, 
cost  of  macliinery,  for  allowance  for  wastage  in  i^ld  ami 
silver  coinage,  of  tlie  Mint,  thirteen  thousand  &re  hun- 
dred aiul  ninety  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governors  Judges,  and  SeeiV' 
Ury  of  the  Midiigan  Territory,  seven  Uioussml  t\^\\ 
hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Michigan  Territon, 
thK«  hundred  and  fif\y  ilollars. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  tlie  membrrs  of  ib< 
Legislative  Council,  p«jr  oi  the  officers  of  tlie  Councl, 
fuel,  stationary,  and  printing,  and  repairs  of  the  U-gt^L 
tive  hall,  including  arrearages,  eight  thousand  ttto  Um, 
drcd  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Sew- 
tary  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  including  additiuiul  coo. 
pensation  to  each  Judge,  to  thirUeth  June,  onethiHuafi') 
eight  hundred  and  thirty  one,  nine   Uiotiaand  four  U- 
dred  dollars. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  LegisUlive  Couacil  uf  »>'» 
Territory,  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  doibrv 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkansas  Tcmwn, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  I^gisUture  of  Ar^n 
sas,  by  act  of  twenty -fourth  May,  one  thousand  eight  \wm 
dretl  and  twenty-eight,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  JJlars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secjt- 
tary  of  the  Florida  Territory,  including  adilitional  tu* 
pensation  for  the  Judges  fur  extra  duty  under  thr  tm:\  ^A 
twenty-thinl  May,  one  thotmand  eiglit  hundretl  and  t«ei. 
ty-eight,  fifteen  thousand  three  hundred  aiul  fofiy  <><ic 

dollars. 

For  contingent    expenses  of  the    Florida  TcriUKy, 

three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  t'.f 
Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  pay  of  officers  wwi  ^t- 
vants  of  the  Coimcil>  fuel,  stationary,  printing  si»d  li^- 
tribution  «»f  the  laws ;  including  two  hundred  ami  fort> 
eight  dolbirs  for  arrears,  seven  thousaiKl  six  hundPcU  ii - 
forty  dollars'.  ' 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  ssMcatc 
Judges  ami  district  judges  of  the  Unite<l  States,inclod.A<; 
arrearages  arising  from  mcreaaed  salaries  of  certain  di»- 
trict  Judges  under  the  act  of  May  tveiity-ninth,  one  ilwo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  eighty -seven  huiulreJ  »»i 
twenty  dollars,  eighteen  cents. 

For  the  salaries  of  Chief  Justice  and  aasociale  JuiIfTO 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  Judges  of  Uie  Ur^ 
phans'  Courts  of  the  said  District,  nine  thousand  fi^relw"- 
dred  dollars.  . 

For  compensation  to  William  Cranch,  Chief  Ju*oe« 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  prt- 
paring  a  code  of  civil  and  crimiiuil  jurisprudence,  in  co^ 
pliance  with  nn  act  of  Congress,  approved  29tli  Xl't^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  one  thooww 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  twl- 

ed  States,  fotir  thousand  dollars. 

For  compenteition  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  .\t« 
torney  General,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  continpencies  to  the  office  of  the  Attorney  Cent- 
ral, five  hundred  dollars. 

For  a  messenger  in  said  office,  five  hundred  dolbn. 

For  purchase  of  book  fbr  office  of  Attorney  Gencni, 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  already  incurred  in  ^\iH 
up  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General,  seven  han«lreJ 
and  thirty-three  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  lleporter  of  the  decision  ot 
the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  doUBrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  District  Attorneys  sial  Mar- 
shals, as  granted  by  law,  including  those  in  the  KMf** 
Territories,  elev«n  thousand  three  tuMdred  dolhn. 
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Por  defraying^  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme,  Circuit, 
and  District  Couris  of  the  United  States,  including  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  also,  for  Jurors  and  witnesses,  in 
aid  of  the  ftinds  arising  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfei- 
tures, incurred  in  the  yelr  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty 
one,  and  preceding  years ;  Md,  likewise,  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned, and  of  prosecutions  for  offences  committed 
a^inst  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of  pri- 
sooers,  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by  the 
late  and  present  Governments,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
di^ed  and  fifty  doUart. 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light-houses,  float- 
lag  lights,  beacons,  buoys,  snd  stakeages,  including  tlie 
purchase  of  oil,  keepers'  sabu*ies,  repairs  and  improve- 
ments, and  contingent  expenses,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  dolArs. 

For  building  liglit-houses  on  Uttle  Watt's  isUnt],  Hfl- 
r>]and  ;  on  CUy  island,  Maryland  i  at  tlie  entrance  of 
Roanoke  Sound,  in  North  Carolina  s  at  or  near  Clioctaw 
Point,  in  Alabama ;  and  near  St.  Mark's  harbor,  in  Flo- 
rida— ^twenty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  being 
the  amount  of  biiances  of  moneys  heretofore  appropriated 
to  the  said  objects ;  which  said  several  balances  are  here- 
by re^appmpriated  to  the  several  objecU  specificaHy. 

For  the  salaries  of  HegiBters  and  Receivers  of  Land 
Offices  whei«  there  are  no  sales,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  keepers  of  the  public  archives 
in  Florida,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  stationary  and  books  for  the  offices  of  Comnussioa- 
ers  of  Loans,  Ave  hundred  doUars. 

For  allowance  to  Assistant  Counsel  and  District  Attor- 
ney, under  the  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro- 
viding for  the  settlement  of  private  bind  cUims  in  Flori- 
da, dated  twenty-third  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  including  contingencies,  eight 
thousand  dollars^  including  the  unexpended  baUnce  of 
the  last  year's  appropriation  for  the  same  objects. 

Yot  the  third  payment  to  Luigi  Persico^  for  sutues  for 
the  Gaj^ol,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  executive 
buildings,  and  painting  the  8amC|  six  thousand  five  hun- 
arvd  dollan. 

Tor  suTvevlng  the  public  hnds,  including  the  amount 
oT  arreangies  due  for  the  last  year,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  saUrles  of  th«  Ministers  of  the  United  SUtes 
to  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Russia,  the  Netherlands, 
and  Colombia,  ^(ty  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  LegaUon  to  the 
same  places,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Chaig^  dea  Affaires  to  Portugal, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Brazil.  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  Peru, 
Mexico,  and  Guatemala,  forty  thousand  five  hundred 

dollars. 

Fov  outfit  of  the  piesent  iCniiterto  Bussia*  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  outfits  of  the  Charge  des  Affaire*  *t  Peru,  Chili, 
Brazil,  and  Guatemala,  eighteen  thousand -dollars. 

For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  Chwf6  des  Affaire^  for 
the  salary  of  a  Dn^goman  at  Constantinople,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Legation,  thirty-six  thousand 
live  hundred  dolkrs  :  to  wit— For  the  outfit  of  a  Charge 
des  Affah^s,  foUr  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  i  for  sa-> 
laiy  of  a  Charge  des  Afiaires,  four  thousand  five  hundred 
doUars  ;  for  salary  of  a  Droguman  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Lega^ 
tion.  twenty-five  thousand  d<Mlar8. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  » in 
addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
hereinafter  appropriated,  the  sqpn  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars.  • 
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For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for  claims  at  London  and 
Paris,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  pf  intercourse  with  the  Barbaiy  Pow- 
ers, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,  in 
foreign  countries,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercmirse, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  May  twenty-nintb, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  tlie  accounts  of  certain  diplomatic  functionaries, 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  claims  for  property  lost,  captured 
or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  the  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion made  by  tlie  act  of  third  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  five,  heretofore  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund,  thirty*two  thousand  seventy-three  dollars  and 
eighty  cents. 

For  the  compensation  due  to  James  Parker  for  investi- 
gating the  accounts  of  Robert  Arnold,  late  Colleclor  of 
Amboy,two  hundred  thirty  nine  dolUursand  sixty  fburcents. 

For  the  designating  and  marking  the  boundary  line 
between  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  dbtrict  of  Arkan- 
MS,  three  thousand  dollars }  the  same  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Por  preparing  a  revision  of  the  former  estimates  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Approved :  March  3,  1831. 

AN  A(^T  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement of  certain  liarbors,  and  removing  obstruc- 
tions in  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers. 

Be  it  fnaeted^  &e.  That  the  following  sums  of  money 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated,  forcanying 
on  and  completiiM^  certain  works  heretofore  commenced, 
to  be  pud  out  of  an^  money  in  the  l>easuty  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  viz. : 

For  removing  obstructions  at  tlie  mouth  of  Huron  river, 
OhiOb  thtee  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  removing  sand  bar  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Black 
river,  Ohio,  nine  thousand  twohundred and  seventy-five 
dollars.  . 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  Cleavelaiid  harbor, 
Ohio,  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventpr  dollars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  Grand  river,  Ohio,  five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eigi^  dollars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  Ashtabiua  creek,  Ohio,  seven  thousand  and  fif- 
teen dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  Conneaut  oreek,Ohi<H 
six  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of' 
Presque  Isle,  Pennsylvania,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
doUara. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  faenesee  river.  New 
York,  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  removing  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Sodus 
bay.  New  York,  seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty  doOars. 

For  completing  piers  at  Oswego^  New  York,  two 
thousand  eigfit  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  ninety 
two  cents. 

For  daim  of  contractors  for  losses  by  storms  in  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-nine,  five  hundred  and  nineteen 
dollars. 

For  balance  due  contractors  for  said  piers,  eighty-four 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

For  8ecurin|f  the  works  oi  Osweg^  harbor.  New  York, 
by  a  stone  pier-head  and  mole^  ^ghteen  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars. 
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For  eompletinf?  the  pier,  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo 
harbor.  New  York,  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  securing  and  completing  the  works  at  the  har 
bor  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  six  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  further  protection  and  preservation  of  the  beach 
of  Previncetown,  Massachusetts,  two  thousand  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  repair  and  completion  of  the  breakwater  at 
the  mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  Massachusetts,  sixteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  repairs  to  piers  at  the  entrance  of  Ken 
nebunk  river,  Maine,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  se 
veiity-five  dollars. 

For  completing  the  sea  wall  for  the  preservation  of 
DeerlslandfBoston  harbor, Massachusetts, twelve  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  repairing  Plymouth  beach,  Massachusetts,  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  breakwater  at  Hyannts  harbor, 
Massachusetts,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  dolbu«. 

For  removing  the  bar  at  the  moutli  of  Nantucket  har- 
bor, Massachusetts,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  apd  six- 
ty five  dollars. 


For  repairs  and  improvements  of  navy  yards,  two  Iraa. 
dred  and  forty ^four  thousitnd  dollars. 

For  the  erection  ork  wharf  at  the  navy  yard  it  PeMs* 
cola,  twenty-eight*  thousand  tw^  hundred  and  fifty  doK 
lars. 

For  defraying  expenses  that  may  accrue  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty««ne  for  the 
following  purposes,  viz : 

For  freight  and  transportation  of  materials  and  itoro 
of  every  description;  for  wharfage  and  dockage,  storage 
and  rent,  travelling  expenses  of  officers*  and  tramporta' 
tion  of  seimen,  house  rent,  chamber  money,  and  fiicl, 
and  candles  to  officers  other  than  those  attached  to  ittry 
yards  and  stations,  and  for  officers  io  sick  quarien,wheie 
there  is  no  hospital,  and  for  funeral  expenses;  for  com- 
misnons,  clerk  hire,  and  oiRce  rent  stationary  and  fuel 
to  navy  agents;  for  premiums  and  incidental  expenses  of 
recruiting;  for  apprehending  deserters;  for  compenstiks 
to  judge  advocates;  for  per  diem  allowances  ft>r  persons 
attending  courU  martiaJ  and  courts  of  Inquiry;  and  fw 
officers  engaged  in  extra  scnice  beyond  the  limiu  cf 
their  stations;  for  printing  and  stationaiy  of  evcIyd^ 
scription,  and  for  books,  m«p9»  charts,  and  matbenstiol 
and  nautical  instruments,  chronoraetefs,  modeli  ind 
drawings,  for  purchase  and  repair  of  steam  and  fire  ea- 


For  improving  the  harbors  -of  New   Castle,  Marcus  I  gines,  and  for  machinery;  for  purchase  and  maiotenaace 
■   —  .-    .-         .    ..     ^  .  ,       '  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts*  timber  whceli,  Md 

workmen's  tools  df  every  descriptioo;  for  posUge  of  let- 
ters on  public  service;  for  pilotage;  for  cabin  furniture  of 
vessels  in  comm'wrion  ;  and  for  furniture  of  officen* 
houses  at  navy  yards;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public 
property;  for  awistance  rendered  to' vessels  in  distrea. 
for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  applicable  to»Ji) 


llook,Chester  and  Port  Penn,  in  the  Delaware  river,  four 
thousand  dolUrs. 

For  improving  Cape  Fear  river,  below  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  twentyrfive  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
^ve^  dollars. 

For  canning  on  the  works  for  the  improvements  of 
OcFscock  iiilet,  North  Carolinsi  seventeen  thousand 
dolUrs. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in.  the  ri- 
ver and  haroor  of  St.  Mark's  Florida,  seven  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Ap* 
palachicola  river,  Florida,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearage  due  Major  Birch  ftnr  survey  of  the  Raft 
of  Red  river,  Louisiana,  ohe  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  arrearage  due  the  superintendent  of  the  works  at 
Black  Rock  harbor.  New  York,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  arrearage  due  for  materials  delivered  to  the  works 
at  Dunkirk  harbor.  New  York,  seven  hundred  and  two 
dollars  fifty  cents. 

For  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Delaware  breakwatert 
two  hundred  and  eight  thousand  dolUrs. 

Approved.  March  2,  1831, 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
one. 

Be  ii  enaet^f  h,c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated: 

For  pay  and  substance  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
pay  of  seamen,one  million  two.hundred  and  8e%'enty»eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars. 

For  pay  of  superintendents,navarconatructors,  and  all 
the  civil  establishment  of  the  several  navy  ysrds  and  sta- 
tions, fifty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  ana  eighty  dol- 
lars. 

For  provisions,  one  hundred  seventy-three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  the  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  six  hundred  and  fifteen 
tliousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  hospital  stores,and 
other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  twenty«five  thoO- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars. 


other  appropriation  ;  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for  foT|es. 
foundaries,  and  stea>n  engines;  fi)r  candles,  ofl,  and  fad 
for  vessels  in  commission  and  in  ordinary;  ft>f  wpwrs « 
magazines  and  powder  houses;  for  preparing  mouWifor 
ships  to  be  built;  and  for  no  other  object  or  pdip« 
whatever,  two  hundred  and  fiftv  thoosaiid  dblfcrj. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  obJecU  arisiag  during  wf 
year  6ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  »m 
not' herein  before  enumerated,  ^we  thousand  doUars. 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  »bJ 
privates  and  for  subsistence  of  officers  of  the  nonw 
corps,  one  hundred  and  nine  thousand  three  hundred  a* 
seventy-three  dollars;  the  pay,  subsistence,  e»»"^?"!^ 
and  allowances  of  the  swd  officers,  non-coram««oo« 
officers,  and  privates,  to  be  l.»e  same  as  they  ^^'cppc- 
viouBly  fo  the  first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  huwlrta 
and  twenty-nine. 

For  subsistence  for  four  hundred  and  suty^ne  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  and  wJj 
erwomen  serving  on  shore,twenty  thousand  one  hundiw 
and  ninety-one  dollars.  . 

For  clothing,  twenty  eight  thousand  seven  hundrtdiw 

sixty-five  dollars. 

For  fuel,  nine  thousand,  snd  ninety-eight  dollsrv. 

For  contingent  expenses,  fourteen  thousand  doHu* 

For  military  stores,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  aixy 
nine  dollars.  .     . 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  acU  for  tlie  Bttppr«»«  « 
the  shve  trade,includtng  the  support  in  theUnited  Stitts 
and  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  monUis  after  Uieir  «mn» 
in  Aft^ca,  of  all  persons  removed  from  tho^  United  Stitff 
under  the  said  acts,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  said  several  sums  to  be  respectively  applied  to  we 
several  objects  of  appropriation  abovemcntiooeo,'"  *^ 
dition  to  the  unexpended  baUncea  of  appropriatioB  '^^ 
similar  objecU  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  liusdif'^ 
and  thirty.  *  ^ 

For  the  support  of  certain  A  fiicans  brought  intoUi«|«^ 
of  New  Orleans  in  the  Spanish  schooner  Fcnix,  »nd  iw» 
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in  the  charge  of  the  Marshal  of  the  eastern  district  of 
Lotiisiana,  six  thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  their 
support  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  twenty  cents  per  day. 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  Sutesto  allow 
compensfttJon  to  Captain  William  B.  Finch,  for  extra  ser- 
vices and  expenses  in  command  of  the  sloop  of  war  Vin- 
cennea,  in  the  years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  nine,  and  one  thousand  eig^ht  hundred  %nd  thirty, 
fire  thousand  dollars;  the  accounts  for  such  services  and 
expenses  to  be  settled  under  the  flirection  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

For  compensation  to  Captain  Benjamin  Pendleton  for 
moneys  paid  by  him  for  cancelling'  the  charter  party, 
and  outfit  and  demurrage  of  the  brig  Seraph,  of  Stoning- 
ton,  for  his  pay  as  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Navy,  and  for  mo- 
neys paid  by  him  to  the  ship  keeper  of  the  said  vessel, 
four  thAUsand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

For  re-building  and  removing  the  monument  erected 
in  the  navy  yard  at  Washington  by  the  officers  of  the 
American  Navy,  to  the  memory  of  those  who  fell  in  battle 
in  the  Tripolitan  war,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-one 
liundrM  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. . 

See.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  barracks 
at  Philadelphia,  and  which  has  passed  to  the  surplus 
fund,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re-appropriated  to  the 
aftid  object. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 


AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  carrying  on  certain 
roads  and  works  of  Internal  improvement,  and  for  pro- 
viding for  surveys. 

Be  it  enacted.  See.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  several  objects  re- 
spectively herein  named,  to  be  applied  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thtrty.one,  the  same  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  viz  : 

For  continuing  the  road  from  Detroit  towards  Chicago, 
Michigan,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  road  from  Detroit,  to  Fort  Gratiot, 
Michigan,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  road  from  Detroit  to  Saganaw  Bay, 
eight  thousand  dollars 

Por  arrearages  due  to  T.  S.  Knapp,  fourteen  dollars  and 
seventy  five  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expenses,  incidental  to  making  exa- 
minations and  surveys  under  the  act  of  the  thirtieth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Iwenty.four, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollats. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Misus- 
sippi  rivers,  to  be  expended  under  the  existing  laws,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

I'hat  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  the  Oliio  and  Mississippi 'rivers 
frqfn  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  in  removing  the  obstnic- 
tions  in  the  channels  at  the  shoal  places  and  ripples,  and 
by  such  other  means  as  nuiy  be  deemed  best  for  the 
deepening  of  the  channels  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  said 
sum  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  the  superintendent  appoint- 
ed to  execute  said  works  of  improvement ;  and  the  Pre- 
sident is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  take  bond 
with  approved  security  in  fifty  thousand  dollars,  condi* 
tinned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  requi- 
red of  him  under  such  instructions  as  may  be  gi^^  him 
for  the  improven»ent  of  the  navigation  of  said  rivers,  and 
that  an  officer  of  engineers  be  associated  with  said  super- 
intendent, with  authority  to  suspend  the  operation  of  any 


work,  or  payment  of  any  account,  until  the  order  of  the 
President  is  received. 

To  open  a  road  from  Washington,  in  Arkansas  Territo- 
sy,  to  Jackson,  in  said  Territory,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Approved  :  March  2, 1831.  , 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 

certain  Indian  treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  following  sums  bey  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  tho«isand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one  : 

For  the  annual  support  of  a  school  for  the  education  of 
Indian  youth,  as  stipulated  for  by  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty  ot  the  fifth  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  with  the  Chippewa  tribe  of  Indians,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  also  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  for  educa- 
tion, as  stipulated  for  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  sixteenth  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  with  the  Potawattamies,  the  annual  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars.  - 

For  the  annual  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  miller,  and 
for  furnishing,  annually,  one  hundred  \md  sixty  bushels  of 
salt,  under  the  same  treaty,  onet  thousand  five  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  permanent  and  limited  annul- 
ties  provided  for  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  witli 
the  Potawattamies  of  the  twentieth  of  Septeml>er,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  annually  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

^  For  tobacco,  iron,  steel,  education,  annui^  to  the  prin- 
cipal chief,  and  employment  of  laborers,  by  same  ai-ticle, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  permanent  annuity  under  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Miamiesof  the  twenty-thiid 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  iron,  steel,  tobacco,  and  laborers,  by  same  article, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  support  of  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  for  education, 
under  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty,  two  thousand  dolUrs. 

For  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  and  improvements  at  the  Dwight  Mission  estab- 
lishment, by  the  society  engaged  in  instructing  Cherokee 
children,  according  to  the  nftli  article  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Cherokee  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  of  the  sixth 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifteen  dollsra,  the  said 
society  agreeing  and  stipulating  to  expend  the  amount  so 
paid  in  the  erection  of  other  buildings  and  improvements 
for  like  purposes,  in  the  country  ceded  to  the  Cherokees 
by  the  same  treaty.  For  the  payment  in  full  of  the  value 
of  improvements  abandoned  by  the  Cherokees  of  Arkan- 
sas who  have  emigrated  from  the  country  ceded  by  them  ' 
by  the  treaty  afuresaid,as  assessed  accor^ng  to  the  provi- 
trions  thereof,  in  addition  to  the  balance  which  may  re- 
main of  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  thousand  dullara,  appro- 
priated by  an  act  of  March  the  second,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  forty-five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cenU  :  For  pay- 
nient  for  five  hundred  rifies  delivered  in  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  far  the  emigrating  Che- 
rokees, including  the  cost  of  transportation,  seven  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Approved,  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  Treaties. 

Be  it  enaeUd,  8ic.  That  the  following  sums  bb,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  pay  tlie  expenses  in- 
cuvred  in  negomtinr,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
treaty  of  peace  afid  friendihip,  and  the  treaty  of  cession, 
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ttiUred  into  at  Pnme  du  Cbiea  on  the  6fteeatli  dajr  of 
Jalir«  rficliteeo  bumlrrd  ind  tliirty*  vitJi  the  H'wiwippi 
«M  Mbfoitri  bawls  of  SiottXy  tbe  Sacs  and  Foiks,  nrinne- 
buboes  and  Menooiofuefi  Ottoca,  Omahasy  Muaouriei^ 
ana  lovaya  tribes  of  Indcana ,  t*z  : 

For  pfcsentiy  ptovmona,  pAy  of  eomoHanoncfs  and  ae- 
enflmft  tfanaportation,  and  all  other  expenses  atteodaig  I 
the  negritiatkHi  of  aaid  tfeatiea,  tventy-luur  thuoaand  two  . 
bondred  and  foorteen  doOan  snd  seveiity-two  cents.         | 

Fol'  anmssties  atipulaled  for  hy  tbe  fawih  article  of  the  ) 
treaty  of  ttwmon^  ajimially,  for  ten  years  viz  ?  to  the  Saca^ ' 
three  thousand  dollari ;  Fa%t»,  three  thouaand  dollars;* 
Sioux  of  HitKmppt,  two  tliouiand  doHars ;  Yaneton  and  j 
Sontie  bamli^  three  thousand  dollars ;  Omahas,  two  thou-  f 
mnd  Ikre  hundred  dollars ;  Ottoes  and  Miaaouriea,  two  j 
thouoand  lire  bondred  doDars;  loways*  two  thouaand 
fire  bnodrad  dollars  $  Sacs  o^  Uiaso«iri  Rirer,  fire  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  support  of  a  bbcksmith,  and  for  tools,  as  stipulated 
by  tbo  same  article,  annually,  for  ten  years,  riz  :  for  tlie 
Sioux  of  %lissisflippi,  one  thousand  dollars ;  Yaneton  and  ' 
Santie  bands,  one  thousand  dolUn  $  Omahas,  one  thou* ; 
sand  dollars  {  Ottoes  and  If  istoories^  oae  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  loways,  thrce^  hundred  dollars ;  Sacs  of  Missouri 
Hirer,  seren  hundred  dollars. 

For  a^^idtural  impletnents,  as  stipulated  by  same  ar- 
ticlef  annually,  for  ton  years'  riz :  for  the  Sioux  of  Mis- 
mmpptf  seven  hundred  dollars  {  Yaneton  and  Santie 
bandi^  four  hundred  dollars  $  Omahas^  fire  hundred  dol- 
lars I  Ottoes  and  Missouries,  five  hundred  dollars  { 
lowavs,  six  hundred  dollars  t  Sacs  of  Missouri  River,  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  transportation  of  annuitiei^  tools,  and  agricultural 
implements,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  education,  as  stipulated  by  the  fifth 
article,  for  ten  vears,  to  he  applied  in  tlie  discretion  of 
tho  President  of  the  United  States,  annually,  three  thou- 
sand dolUrs. 

For  expenses  of  running  the  lines  as  agreed  by  the 
leventh  article  of  said  treaty,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

Rec.  3.  Jitid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fullowing 
sums  be,  and  the  sftroe  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  carry 
into  tffka  the  supplementary  article,  concluded  at  Coun- 
cil Camp,  on  James'  Fork  of  White  River,  Missouri,  the 
twenty-fourth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nine, to  the  treaty  with  the  Uelawares  of  the  third  day 
of  October,  eis^teen  hundred  and  eighteen,  viz  : 

For  fumishmg forty  horses  for  tbe  Dela wares,  one  thou*' 
sand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  six  wagons  and  ox  teams  to  assist  them 
In  removing,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dot- 
lani. 

For  expense  of  farming  utensils,  and  tools  for  building 
houses,  four  thousand  doltars. 

For  provisions  on  their  journey,  and  one  year  after 
their  removal  to  their  new  country,  forty-five  thousand 
dollara. 

For  building  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  pavment  of  the  permanent  annuity  to  the  Del- 
awares,  one  ttiousand  dollars^ 

For  expenses  of  surveying  the  lines  of  the  land  as- 
slgf^ed  to  the  Delawares  by  sai<l  article,  four  thousand 
one  Itundred  and  nine  dollars  and  eighty-one  centa. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  aforesaid 
sums  of  money  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasu- 
ry not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  JInd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  fur  carrying 
Into  cflTeot  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians, 
concluded  at  IHneing  Rabbit  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  htindred  and  thirty,  the  aum 
of  eigbtv  thouaand  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  dolbus 
arc  hereby  appropriated,  to  wit;  * 


isrtii- 


and  broadswords  for 
fiAeea«fa  article, 
three  doDafs. 

For  expeaacs  in  MUta^  flK 
tion  to  cattle,  twelve  thnnasoil  fi. . 

ForedccaiioB  as  stipulated  by  tbe  twcntieti  article « 
ten  thousand  doBaBs. 

For  bsilding  couocfl  haiisci,  booses  for  tiiA,  lad 
churches,^  stipulated  by  tbe  aaoK  article,  tea  iboiat&i 
dollais. 

For  expenses  of  teacbet^  bbeka^iths  a«i  dbopi,  iml 
a  mill  wr^t,  by  the  sane  article  fivetboasodfiie  tMo- 
dreddol]ars» 

For  blankets^  rifles^  aimmiitiou,  Axes,  boc%  pkiQ^ 
ginning  wheels^  carda^  1oo«bb^  iroo  and  4«e],  tveoiy 
seven  thousand  ax  hundred  and  fiffy-live  doDan. 

For  transportation  and  oont:ogencie%  fire  tfaoiui&l 
dollars :  which  said  appropriatioo,  to  cany  into  effect  tb 
aaid  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  trOte  of  Indians,  shaD  bf 
paid  oat  of  any  money  in  the  'freasory  not  othenriseip- 
propriated. 

Approved:  March  3;  1831. 

« 

AN  ACT  making appropriatiofis  lor  the  mifiiaiy  itxva 
for  the  year  one  thouiond  eight<hu  ndred  and  tbirij-ooe. 

Be  U  enatled,  Uc  lliat  tbe  Ibllowii^  sums  be,  sfid  ti» 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  07  up- 
appropn&ted  money  in  tbe  Treasury,  for  the  aerrice  a 
the  military  eaSablialiraent  for  tbe  year  one  thousand  6^ 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  viz: 

For  pay  of  the  army  and  aubastenoe  of  the  efficen, 
one  million  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  six  haodre^j 
and  twelve  dollars. 

For  fura^  for  officer^  forty-eight  thousand  fix  baa- 
dred  and  nineteen  dollars. 

For  clothing  for  the  servanta  of  officers  twentyiv>t 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  officers^  ia  ac- 
tion to  an  unexpended  balance  of  aeventy-five  tbouo^ 
dolbrs,  two  hundred  and  aixty-six  thouaand  three  bon- 
dred dollars. 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  equipage,  cookiai 
utensils,  and  liospital  fiimiture,  in  additioo  to  m&temi3 
and  clothing  on  hand,  amounting  to  eighty4ive  thousaffi! 
dollars,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-seven  dollars. 

For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  thirty  tbM- 
sand  dollars. 

For  various  expenses  in  the  Qiuutermaater's  Deps^- 
ment,  viz  :  For  fuel,  forage,  straw,  stationaiy,  blaab»  re- 
pairing of  officera'  quarters,  barracksyatore-bouses,  »m 
hospitals  ;  for  erecting  temporary  cantonments  and  guif 
ho<ises ;  for  rent  of  quarters,  store-houses,  and  land ;  ^ 
postage  of  letters  on  public  service  \  fat  expenses « 
courts  martial,  including  compensation  of  judge  al^O' 
cates,  members,  and  witnesses ;  for  extra  pay  to  ^^ 
employed  on  extra  labor,  under  the  act  of  March  teoond, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  ;  for  expense* 
of  expresses,  escorts  to  pajnnasters,  aod  other  continff^ 
gencies  of  the  Quartermaster'a  Department,  two  htiniM 
and  twenty-six  thousand  eiglit  hundred  doilais. 

For  transpurUtion  of  officer's  baggage,  and  aOovanee 
for  travel,  in  lieu  of  transportation,  and  for  per  diem  al- 
lowance to  officers  on  topographical  doty  fifty  »ereA 
thouaand  dollars. 

For  transportation  of  clothing,  subsistence,  of^"*??; 
and  of  lead  from  the  mines,  and  for  transportation  of  tb< 
army,  and  funds  for  pay  of  the  army,  incloding  the  sew- 
ral  contingencies  and  items  of  expenditure  at  tbe  se^^ 
ral  stations  and  gairiaons,  usually  estimated  under  tK 
head  of  tranaportation  of  tbe  army,  one  bundred  anJ 
teathottsaod  dollars. 
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iPor  U)e  complcltion  of  the  barrackc  at  Fort  Winneb«- 
I^Oy  fiv8  thousand  dollars,  being  the  balance  of  an  ap- 
propriation heretofoi*e  made  for  the  erection  of  bar- 
racks at  Green  Bay,  and  not  needed  for  that  service, 
which  balance  is  hereby  transferred  and  appropriated  to 
the  purijose  above  narned. 

For  the  payment  of  tertJii  mounted  volunteers  of  the 
Territory  of  ArkaniuMW  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  iti  the  ytfttr  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twentj^eight,  the  sum  of  Ave  hundred  and  eighty  dolhuv 
and  eighty-three  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
against  the  United  States,  for  the  services  of  her  militia 
against  the  Indians,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty>iiine^  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  and 
eigfaty-fiFe  dollars  and  ftfty-four  cents:  Provided^  That 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall,  upon  a  full  investigation,  be 
siitisfied  that  the  United  States  arc  liable  for  the  payment 
of  the  said  militia,  under  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
tenth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  c^  the 
United  States^ 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Visiters 
at  West  Point,  nfteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel,  forage,  stationary,  printing,  transportation, 
and  postage  for  the  Military  Academy,  eight  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  and  improvements  of  buildings  and  grounds 
at  West  Point  three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  of  adjutant's  clerk  and  Quartermaster's  clerk, 
nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library,  fourteen 
hundred  dollars. 

For  philovophical  apparatus,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  models  for  fortifications,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  models  for  drawing,  for  repairing  instrumients,  for 
chemical  and  rotneralogical  apparatus,  »even  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  incidental  expenses  of  tife 
Academy,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  army,  ten  thousand  dollars.  ■ 

For  the  national  asmories,  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollar:^. 

For  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  tiie  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service,  six- 
ty-eight thousand  dollars.     • 

For  arsenals,  ninety-four  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
tars.  ' 

For  the  recruiting  service,  thirty-(ve  thous3ind  six 
hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  recruiting  service,  fif- 
teen thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifly>twu  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  an  unexpended  balance  of  five  thounnd  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  an  invalid  pensioner,  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  dollars  twenty-two  cents^  being  ar- 
rearages of  pension  due  him  by  law. 

For  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  five  thousand  dollars. 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pay  for  medals  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  Indian  chiefs^  three  thousand 
dollars. 

For  completing  the  Mars  hill  Road  in  Maine,  and  mak- 
ing bridges  on  the  same,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  tlie  fuKher  extension,  and  »he  completion  of  the 
walls  and  embankments  for  conveying  water  to  the  works 
at  Harper's  Ferry  Armory,  Virginia,  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 


AN  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of 

the  United  Statea. 
B^  (tentuUd^  &c.  That  any  person  who  was  an  insol- 
vent debtor  ota  or  before  the  first  day  of  Jaduary  lastw  and 
who  is  indebted  to  the  United  State*  for  any  sUm  of^  mo- 
ney then  due,  which  he  is  anable  to  pay^  iinfess  such  per- 
son be  indebted'as  the  principal  in  an  official  bond,  or  for 
public  money  received  by  him,  and  not  paid  ortr  or  ac-' 
counted  for  according  to  law,  or  for  any  finet  forfeiturev 
or  penalty,  incurred  by  the  violation  of  any  law  of 
of  the  United  States,  may  make  application  in  writing, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  release  or  discharge  of 
the  said  debt ;  which  application  shall  state,  as  near  as 
may  be,  the  time  when  the  applicant  became  insolvent, 
how  soon  thereafter  he  made  known  his  insolvency  to  his 
creditors,  the  cause  or  causes,  and  the  amount  of  such 
insolvency  ;  and,  also,  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal, 
which  the  said  applicant  owned  at  the  time  of  his  insol- 
vency, and  the  manner  in  which  such  estate  has  been  dis- 
posed of  ;  and  what  estate,  if  any,  he  has  since  owned, 
and  still  owns. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Dis- 
I  trict  Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  or 
Territory  within  which  .the  said  applicant  shall  reside,  a 
certificate  copy  of  the  said  application,  witli  such  instruc- 
tions as  he  may  think  proper  i  and  it  sliall  be  the  duty 
of  *the  said  District  Attorney  to  lay  the  said  copy  of  such 
application  before  the  Commissioner  or  Commissioners  of 
insolvency  to  be  appf>inted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  to 
appear  and  act  before  them  as  counsel  in  behalf  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  ap- 
point any  nuAiber  of  cominissioners  of  insolvency  he  may 
think  proper,  not  exceeding  three  in  each  judicial  Dis- 
trict or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  who,  before  they 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  shall  sever- 
ally take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  before  any  Judge  of  a  District 
Court  of  thd  United  SUtes,  Uiat  tliey  will  faithfully  exe- 
cute  tiie  trust  committed  to  them  :  and  it  shall  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  said  Qommissioner  or  commissioners  to  proceed 
publicly  to  examine  the  books,  papers,  and  vouchers  of 
each  of  the  said  applicants «  and  they,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  also  be  authorized  to  examine  each  of  the  said  ap- 
plicants, or  any  other  person  or  persons,  upon  oath  or  af- 
firmation, touching  the  said  application  :  ^nd  it  aliall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  to 
make  a  report,in,writing,to  the  said  Secretary»of  the  result 
of  their  examination  in  each  ca«e,  therein  '  particularly 
stating,  as-  near  as  may  be,  the  time  when  the  applicant 
became  insolvent,  bow  soon  thereafter  he  made  known 
his  insolvency  to  his  creditors,  the  cause  or  causes,  and 
the  amount  of  such  insolvency  ;  and,  also,  all  the  estate, 
real  and  personal,  which  the  said  applicant  owned  at  the 
time  of  his  insolvency,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  es- 
tate has  been  disposed  of  $  and  what  estate,  if  any,  he 
has  since  owned,  and  still  owns. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enaetedf  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  after  he  shall  Iwve  received  the  report 
of  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners,  shall  proceed 
to  examine  the  circumstances  of  each  case  {  and  if  it  shall 
have  been  proved  to  his-  satisfaction  tliat  the  said  debtor  is 
unable  to  pay  tlie  said  debt  or  debts  which  he  owes  to  the 
United  States;  that  he  hath  done  no  act  fraudulently  to  de- 
prive the  United  Sutes  of  their  legal  priority  ;  that  he 
has  not  been  guilty  of  any  fraud,  nor  made  any  convey- 
ance of  his  estate,  real  or  personal.  In  trust  for  himself,  ur 
with  an  intent  tc  defraud  the  United  States,  jor  whereby 
to  expect  any  benefit  or  advantage  to  himaelf  or  family  ; 
then  and  in  that  case,the  said  Secretary  may  compromise 
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the  value  thereof;  and  crety  other  matter  not  provided 
fbr  in  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  shall  remain,  as  hereto- 
fore. ^ 

8ec.  17.  Jind  he  it  Juriher  enaeiedf  That  if  any  free 
person  shall.  In  the  said  District,  unlawfully,  by  force 
and  violence,  take  and  carry  away,  or  cause  to  be  taken 
and  carried  away,  or  shall,  by  firaud  unlawfully  seduce, 
or  cause  to  be  seduced,  any  free  ne^ro  or  mulatto,  from 
any  part  of  the  said  District  to  any  other  part  of  the  said 
District,  or  to  any  other  place,  with  desifirn,  or  intention 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  such  negro  or  mulatto,  or  to  cause 
him  or  her  to  be  kept  and  detained  as  a  slave  for  life,  or 
servant  for  yearn,  every  such  person  so  offending,  his  or 
her  counsellors,  aiders  and  abettors,  shall,  on  conviction 
diereof,  be  punished  by  fine,  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  imprisonment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor, 
in  tlie  Penitentiary,  for  any  time  n«t  exceeding  twelve 
years,  according  to  the  enormity  of  the  offence. 

Sec  18.  Jnahe  it  fitrther  enadedy  That  nothing  here- 
in contfluned  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  slaves  not  re- 
sidents of  the  District  of  Columbia  \  t>ut  such  slaves 
shall,  for  all  offences  committed  in  said  District,  be  pun- 
ished fl|;re«ably  to  the  laws  as  they  now  exist :  Framded 
that  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  slaves. 
\   Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

.  AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 
during  the  year  one  th<i<isand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-one. 

J8e  it  enacted,  &c.  I'hat  the  following  mms  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
unappnjpriated  money  in  the  Treasury  for  cerCiiin  foriifi- 
cationsy  viz : 

For  the  preservation  of  Geoi*ge's  island,  Boston  har- 
bor, five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Adams,  Khode  Island,  one  hundred  thousand 
doHXTB. 

Forihe  completion  of  fort  Hamilton,  New  York,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  repairing  fort  Columbus  and  caslle  Williams,  New 
York,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  eighty  tliousand  doHars. 

For  fbrt  Calhoun,  Virginia,  eiglity  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  fbrt  Macon,  seventy  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  the  fort  on  Oak  island.  North 
Carolina,  ninety  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  a  fort  at  Mobile  point,  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  the  battery  at  Bienvenu,  Louisiana, 
three  thousand  four  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  fbrt  Wood,  Louisiana,  three  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications,  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  Ibr  the  relief  of  certain  importers  of  foreign 

merchandize. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  extend  relief  to 
any  importer  of  foreign  merchandise  who  may  have 
been  charged,  under  the  provisions  of  the  third  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  ••  An  act,  for  the  more  effectual  col- 
lection  of  the  duties  on  imports,"  p<issed  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty,  with  any  duty  in  addition  to  the  duties  existmg  on 
such  merchandiK  previous  to  the  passage  of  said  act,  to 
the  amount  of  such  additional  duty  :  Provided,  said  mer- 
chandiK  shaH  have  been  imported  previous  to*  the  first 


day  of  January  last :  Pimoidedf  ai^a.  That  no  pers«n 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  r^ief  authorized  to  be  ^ven  bv 
this  act,  who,  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  diU^eace, 
by  himself,  or  his  agents,  fatctors,  or  correspoo!kiit% 
could  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  third 
section  of  said  act ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmr 
shall  require  and  receive  satisfactory  evidence,  from 
every  person  claiming  the  benefits  of  this  act,  that  sock 
diligence  has  been  UMd,  and  that  he  has  acted  bou  6de, 
and  without  any  intent  to  violate  or  evade  tiie  prorisioiift 
of  said  third  section,  before  he  ahaU  ^rmiit  tke  t^ 
herein  provided. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  ode  of  the  lands  in  the  State  of  II- 
nois  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  salt  springs  ob  (ke 
Vermillion  river  in  that  State. 

Me  it  enacted^  &c  That  the  State  of  Illinois  shillbe, 
and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  caose  to  bs 
sold  and  conveyed,  in  such  manner  and  on  such  terns 
and  conditions  as  the  L^slature  of  said  Sttte  bscf 
may  direct,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  lands  resend 
and  set  apart  by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtei,oi 
tlie  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  vJ 
twei.ty-five  for  the  use  of  the  salt  works  on  the  Vemii- 
lion  river,  in  said  State,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds^ 
such  sale  to  such  objects  as  the  Legislature  of  said  Sbie 
has  or  may  direct  •  Provided^  said  mnd  shall  not  be  sxM 
for  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty- 6 ve  cents  per  tot. 

Approved,  March  2, 1831. 

Al?.  ACT  for  ihe    relief  of  the    citizens  oT  Shasiiee- 

town. 

Be  it  enacted^  Slc.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfil  k 
any  purchaser,  the  assignee  or  legal  representative  of  aay 
purchaser,  of  any  in  or  out-lot  or  lots  in  the  tovn  !^ 
Shawneetown  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  which  lutorloi^ 
may  have  reverted  for  tlte  non-payment  of  the  puicl&te 
money,  to  re-enter  the  same  lot  or  lots  wjiich  ouj  bi't 
so  reverted,  with  the  Regijiter  and  Receiver  of  tbed^ 
trict  of  Sliawneeiown,  at  any  time  within  six  swa^ 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  upon  tlie  following  ter» 
and  conditions,  to  wit :  by  paying,  in  addition  to  wb»t  ia^ 
heretofore  been  paid  upon  each  in-lot,  five  dolbtvs&i 
upon  each  out-loit,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  ceatS}  pet 
acre. 
-Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat  tliere  be,  »J 
hereby  is,  granted  to  the  Trusteea  of  the  town  of  Sbv- 
nectown,  and  their  successors  in  office,  for  ever,  iotxQst, 
to  sell,  or  othei'wiae  dispose  of*  for  the  purpose  ^ 
graduating  and  paving  liie  river  bank  within  the  fioitio] 
said  town,  all  the  vacant  ^oand  not  ncceasary  fior  streeb. 
all  the  in  or  out-lots  within  the  bounds  of  M  t<'*B, 
which  remain  unsaid,  and  all  such  as  may  remain  uisS'J 
under  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act  s  ^ 
act  to  be  carried  into  efiect  under  the  direction  ci  \^^ 
(Commissioner  of  the  General  iJuid  Office. 
Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pafdiiie 
an  additional  quantity  of  land  for  the  fiirtificslioib»i 
Fort  Washington,  upon  the  river  Potomac. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  aod  He 
is  hereb}',  authorized  to  purchase,  in  fee  simple,  fn^ 
the  execitlrix  or  tnistees  of  Wilfiam  Dudley  Digge«»  ^^■ 
ceased,  a  certain  piece  of  land  required  for  tlie  compiete 
defence  of  the  uork  at  Fort  Washington,  on  the  r«>'" 
mac,  according  to  a  survey  of  the  same,  deposited  in  u 
Topographical  Bureau,  at  Washington  :  Prwdtd,  i^' 
said  purchase  can  be  effected  for  tlie  release  of  ^^ 
amount  of  a  Judgment  agpainst  WilUam  Dudley  Vi\t^ 
deceased,  for  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  sad  ^V 
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n'tne  dolfcirs  and  eighty -seven  cents,  with  intereM  from 
ninth  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
until  paid,  and  costs,  which  the  sureties  of  the  late  Ro- 
bert Brent  have  assigned  to  the  United  States  :  Aid 
iftrocided,  further^  That  those  who  are  legally  authorized 
to  convey  the  said  land  shall  make  and  execute  a  good 
title  theretOb  in  fee  simple,  with  an  acquittance  of  all 
claims  against  the  United  States,  for  the  previous  use  or 
occunation  of  all  or  any  portion  of  the  prremises,  or  for 
my  alleged  injury  to  an  adjacent  ftaherjr,  the  right  and 
jtleto  which  is  to  be  released  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  ii  /urther  enacted,  That,  upon  the 
completion  of  the  above  purchase,  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  specified,  the  proper  officer  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  authorized  to  enter  up 
ntisfaction  upon  the  judgment  aforesaid. 

Approted,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  Thomas  Porter,  of  Indiana. 

Beit  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
tie  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  place  the  name 
»f  Thomas  Porter  on  the  list  of  invalid  p^sioners,  and 
to  p»y  hin.  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
iiirty-one. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  fur  the  relief  of  William  Clower. 

Dt  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be, 
nid  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  lo  settle  the 
:bim  of  William  Clower,  for  carrying  the  mail  between 
fjreenville  and  Fayette,  Sklississippi,  upon  principles  of 
equity  and  justice. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  C.  Whittier. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  be  paid  to  Simeon  C. 
Whittier,  of  Hallowell,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  out  of  any 
money  in  tlie  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  tlie 
principal  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  doHars  and 
fifty-three  cents,  with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  «x 
per  centom  per  annum,  from  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty ;  and,  also,  the  fur- 
ther principal  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with  interest 
iliereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from 
llie  nintli  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eiglu  hundred 
ind  twenty  ;  and,  also,  the  further  principal  sum  of  two 
liundred  and  one  dollars  and  two  cents,  with  interest 
thrreon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from 
the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
iiul  twenty-eight  ;  the  said  several  sums  having  been  iU 
kgally  demanded  and  received  by  the  United  States  of 
aid  Wiuttier,  as  one  of  tl>e  sureties  of  Oaniel  Evans,  for- 
merly a  Collector  of  tlie  Direct  Taxes  and  Internal  Du- 
ties fiir  the  fourth  collection  district  in  Massachusetts. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Kbcnezer  Rollins. 

Be  it  enacted^  8cc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastirv 
>r,  and  he  is  her«by,  authorized  to  pay  to  Ebenczer  Rol- 
ins,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otlicrwise  ap- 
propriated, twelve  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and 
ifty  cents,  being  the  amount  of  drawback  on  twenty-nine 
mj^eads,  four  barrels,  and  fifty-two  bags  of  cofl't^e, 
vhich  were  exported  in  the  ship  Rebecca  Coffin,  for  Got- 
enburjF,  although  the  said  ship  did  not  proceed  to  sea 
intil  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the  time 
>f  the  entry  of  the  said  merchandise  :  Provided,  That  the 
aid  merchandise  was  shipped  on  board  said  vessel,  and 
cleared  at  the  custom-house,  before  the  expiration  of 
welve  months  from  the  time  of  its  tntty,  and  that  all  the 


other  requirements  of  the  law,  to  entitle  it  to  debenttife^ 
have  been  complied  with. 
Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Daniel  Mclntire,  deceased. 

Beit  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  pay  to  the  legal  representatives  of  Daniel  Mc- 
lntire, late  an  invalid  pensioner,  deceased,  the  sum  due 
said  pensioner  at  his  death. 

Approved:  &larch2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  E.  Sprague. 

Be  ii  enacted,  &c.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  pay  to  Joseph  E.  Sprague  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars,  out  or  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  full  for  ser- 
vices rendered  by  him  as  counselier  and  attorney  in  at- 
tending to  and  taking  depositions,  in  cases  in  which  the 
United  States  Were  interested. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831.  • 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Daly,  late  of  Canada. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is^  directed  to  pay  to  John  Daly,  late 
of  New  Ark,  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  out  of  any 
n)oney  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollai's,  being  for  supplies  furnished 
and  services  rendered  to  the  army  of  the  United  States 
in  Canada,  and  for  losses  of  property  sustained  by  him  on 
the  Niagara  frontier  dilring  the  late  war. 

Approved  ;  March  2.  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  tire  relief  of  Nathaniel  Chcevcr,  and  others*. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  tiie  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Na- 
thaniel Cheevcr,  Ariel  Mann,  Benjamin  Dearborn,  Tho- 
mas B.  Coolidge,  and  Stephen  Tuckcrman,  who  were 
formerly  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hallowell,  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  each  and  severally,  the  principal  sum  of 
tliree  hundred  and  fifly-six  dollars  and  fitty-three  cents, 
with  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  $  and  aUo  the  turlher  principal  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars  each,  with  interest  thereon,  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  ninth  day 
of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  i 
the  said  several  sums  having  been  illegally  demanded 
and  received  by  the  United  States  ef  each  of  tlie  above- 
mentioned  persons,  as  one  of  tl)e  sureties  of  Daniel 
Evans,  formerly  a  collector  of  the  direct  taxes  and  inter- 
nal dulit-s  for  the  fourth  collection  district  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

Sec.  a.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  Tluit,  if  said  Cheever, 
Mann,  Dearborn,  Coolidge,  and  Tuckerman,  or  any  of 
them,  have  deceased,  or  btiall  decease  before  tlie  pay- 
ment shall  be  made  to  each  of  them,  respectively,  as 
above  provided,  then  said  sums  of  Uirce  hundred  and 
fifty-six  dollarn  and  fifty-three  cents,  and  ouc  liundred 
dollars,  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
executors  or  administrators  of  each  of  the  said  persons  so 
deceased. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  Peters  and  Poiid. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tix-asury 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  to  Peters  and  P»)ikI, 
merchants  of  Boston,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  forty-five  cents, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated ;  being  the  moiety  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  on  the  sale  of  their  schooner  Anna  and  her 
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cargOf  which  had  been  seized  and  condemned  for  a  viola- 
tion of  thr  revenue  laws  by  the  District  Court  of  tiie 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Geoi*gia9  in  the  year  one 
thousaiul  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  deducting  there- 
irom  the  duties  accruing  on  said  moiety. 
Approved,  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Lucien  Harper. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Lu- 
cien Harper,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents,  being  the  specie  value  of  a  certificate  issued  by 
Francis  Hopktnson,  4reasurer  of  lo^ns,  numbered  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty,  with  interest  on  the  said 
specie  value,  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  ;  which  certificate  was  issued 
in  tiie  name  of  Captain  George  Wolsey,  and  of  which  tlie 
said  Lucien  Harper  is  now  owner :  Provided^  That  the 
said  Lucien  Harper  shall  first  execute  and  deliver  to  the 
firat  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  a  bond  in  such  sum  and 
with  such  security  as  the*  said  Comptroller  shall  direct 
and  approve,  .to  indemnify  the  United  States  from  and 
against  the  lawful  claim  of  any  other  person  or  persons 
for,  or  on  account  of,  the  said  certificate. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  James  Sprague. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  James  Sprague  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  locate  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  by  legal  subdivisions,  on  any  public  land  in 
the  state  of  Ohio  now  offered  for  sale,  at  the  minimum 
price,  in  satisfaction  of  an  equal  quantity  of  land  hereto- 
fore located  by  the  said  James  Sprague  on  the  east  lialf 
of  the  eighth  section  of  the  fifth  township,  in  the  twenty- 
second  range,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twenty, 
third  of  April,  one  thou:iand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
from  which  the  said  James  has  been  evicted  by  an  older 
title  {  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  issue  to  the  said  James  Sprague  a  patent 
for  the  land  so  located,  ori  his  producing  the  certificate 
of  the  Register  of  tiie  land  office  wittiin  whose  district  the 
location  may  be  made. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  tu  provide  for  the  final  settlement  and  adjust- 
ment of  the  various  claims  prcfciTed  by  James  Monroe 
against  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  for  public  services,  losses,  and 
sacrifices,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  is  hereby 
appropriated  to  be  paid  to  James  Monroe,  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  ottierwise  apprapriated,  which  shall  be  in 
full  of  all  demands  of  the  said  James  Monroe  for  claims 
aforesaid  :  Provided,  The  accounting  officer  of  the  'J'rea- 
sury  Department  shall,  upon  an  examination  of  his  ac- 
counts, believe  so  much  is  due  to  him  upon  the  princi- 
ples o^*  equity  arid  justice. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  tlie  support  of  Go- 
vernment for  tlie  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-one. 

Be  it  enacted ,  &c.  That  the  follow ing  sums  be,  and 
the  same  are  hei*eby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury,  viz  : 

Fur  pay  and  mileage  of  the  Members  of  Congress  and 
Delegates,  tiirce  hundred  and  seven  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty  eight  dollHrs. 

For  pay  of  the  Officers  and  Clerks  of  both  Houses, 
thiriy-four  thousand  three  hunilrcd  dollars. 


For  stationary,  fuel,  printing-,  and  all  other  iacidenlsl 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  twenty-nine 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eiglity-five  dollars. 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  incidental 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Reprcseat^ 
tives,  one  hu mired  thousand  dollars  The  said  two  uibk 
last  named  to  be  applied  to  tiie  payment  of  the  ordinir)' 
expenditures  of  the  Senate  and  House  c»f  Represent!, 
tives^  severally,  and  to  no  other  purpose 

For  salary  of  the  piincipal  and  assistant  Librarians, 
two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Library',  and  psy  of 
messengers,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  hooka  for  the  labmry  di  Congress, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  ancl  Vice  Pres«d£sl 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secre> 
tar}*  of  tlie  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  IVar,  ilic  SecreU- 
ry  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  Geiteral,  sixty  thgu- 
sand  dollars. 

For  Clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Setfc- 
tary  of  State,  nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  Clerhm  nuichinist,  ami  messenger,  i»  the  Patent 
Office,  five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  tlie  Depsn- 
ment  of  State,  including  the  printing  and  i>acking  tbe 
Laws,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compiling,  printing,  and  binding  the  biennial  re- 
gister to  the  thirtieth  September,  one  thoinand  eigbi 
hundred  and  thir^y-one,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  twenty-seventh.  April,  one  thtvusand  etgU 
hundred  and  sixteen,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  storage  of  Laws  and  Documents,  three  hundred 
and  forty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expanses  of  the  Patent  Office,    to  vtt 
books,  parchment,   stationary,  and  fuel,    and   includia^ 
extra  Clerk  hire,  one  thousand  five   hundred  and  iltirty 
dollars. 

For  repairs  and  improvements  of  grfmnds  and  huildif^ 
of  the  Patent  Office,  three  hundred  and  Hzty  dolbis. 

For  compensation  of  the  superintemlent  and  watcii- 
men  of  the  northeast  executive  building,  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars 

For  satisfying  the  claim  of  John  Marslialt,  late  saperia- 
tendent  of  the  War  and  Navy  buildinga^one  hundred  and 
thirty  seven  doliaii. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  iacltidit^ 
fuel,  labor,  oil,  repairs  of  building,  engines  and  biickeU, 
and  improvement  of  ground,  three  tliouaand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tix-asaty,  fifteen  iho^j- 
sand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Trea- 
sury, three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  is  tire 
office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  nineteen  thousand  mac 
hundred  dollars. . 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of  tl.e 
I'reasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensatioH  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  ten  thousand  four  bua- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  tlie  Trca^it^' 
ry,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  tlie 
office  of  the  First  Auditor,  thirteen  thousand  nine  huu- 
dred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messei^per  ia  \ht 
office  of  the  Second  Auditor  sixteen  tliousand  nine  bun- 
dred  dollars. 
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For  compenntion  to  tlie  Third  Auditor  of  the  TreMu- 
y,  three  thougand  doUnrB. 

For  compensation  to  ihe  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
)fBce  of  the  Third  Auditor,  twenty>one  thousand  nine 
lundred  and  fifty  dolhira. 

For  compensation  to  the-  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
iiry,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
>fficeof  the  Fourth  Auditor,  seventeen  thousand  leven 
lundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasu- 
y,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
>f!ice  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  twelve  thousand  eight  hun- 
(red  dolbrs. 

Fcir  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  tiie  United 
ilatcs,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
tffice  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  six  thou- 
and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  tlie  Treasury, 
lirce  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks- and  roessengera  in  the 
tffice  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  twenty  four  thoti- 
and  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissiuner  of  the  General 
jind  Ofllice,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
ffice  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  I^nd  Office, 
wenty  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and  for  tempora- 
Y  clerks,  to  enable  the  Commissioner  to  bring  up  the 
usiness  of  his  office,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  commutation  of  five  years  full  pay  to  Mountjuy 
tailcy;  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
tree  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
ffice  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand 
inc  limidred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Commission- 
rs  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  stationar>',  printing,  and  all  other 
icidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  offices 
f  the  Treasury  Department,  the  following  several 
jms,  viz; 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasury,  including  advertising 
id  extra  copying,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  one  thousand 
hilars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  one  tliou- 
nd  dollars. 

For  ihe  office  of  the  FirHt  Auditor,  eight  hundred 
L>llars. 

For  the  office  of  tlie  Second  Auditor,  eight  hundred 
>llarB. 
p'or  tlie  office  of  the  l1>rjrd  Auditor,    one    thousand 

diars. 
For  the  office  of  the  Fourth   Auditor,  one    thousand 

^e  hundred  dollars. 

For  Ihe  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  thousand 
diars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
Ten  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  I'reasury,  tiiree 
lOtimnd  dollars. 

For  the  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
and  Office,  including  compensation  for  maps  requir- 
I  by  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  twenty  thini  of  Fe- 
iiary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
ne   thousand  doUaci. 

For  compensation  for  extra  aid,  during  one  thousand 
tjhi  hundred  and  thirty,  in  the  issuing  military  land 
r'r^,    «>4Unts  founded    on     Virginia  military    stirveys, 


and  writing  and  recording  patents  for  lands  sold,  four 
thousand  dolUrs* 

Fur  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  in- 
cluding purchase  of  law  books  for  that  office,  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  translations,  and  for  transmitting  passports  and 
sea-letters,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  stating  and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  one,  one 
thousand  four  hundred  doIUirs. 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  watclimen 
of  the  southeast  executive  building,  eigtit  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  contin|fent  expenses  of  said  building,  including 
fuel,  labor,  od,  repairs  of  building,  engines  and  buck- 
ets, and  improvement  of  adjoining  ground,  three  thou- 
sand three  Itundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty  one  thou- 
san<l  nx  hundred  and  fifty  dolbu^ 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  tli0  Secretary 
of  War,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  the  War  Department, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Paymaster  General,  four  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Commiflsaiy  €ieneralof  Purchases,  fourtlMiu- 
sand  two  hundred  dolbrs. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  General,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  officr,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  t.)  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  including  ex- 
penses of  advertising,  two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  drawing  instruments,  repairing  instruments,  pur- 
chase and  repair  of  books  and  maps,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  service  of  a  lithographer,  and  for  materials  and 
repairs  for  the  lithographic  press,  six  hundred  and  thirty 
six  dollars. 

For  arrears  of  the  nme,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollai-s. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Ordnance  Of^ 
fice,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Sur- 
geon General,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dollan. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Quarter  Master  General,  two  thousand  one  hundreti  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  salar}'  of.  the  stiperintendant  and  watchmen  of 
the  northwest  executive  budding,  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dolian. 
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Laws  of  the  Ohited  SkUea. 


For  contingent  expenses  of  aaid  buildinf^,  inckiding 
fuel,  labor,  oil,  repairs  of  b  uilding,  and  engines,  and  im- 
provement of  adjoining  ^grountl,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  ihe  clerks  and  messengers  m  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  eleven  ihoutAnd  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  thousand 

dollars.  *.   u     m 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 
Board  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensaiinu  to  tlie  Secretaiy  cif  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  draughtsman,  and 
messenger,  in  IIjc  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fidy  dollars. 
For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  Board,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  superintendant  of  the  southwest 
executive  "building,  and  the  watchman,  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including 
fuel,  repairs  of  building,  engines,  and  improvement  4>f 
ground,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  A'ssiatant  Postmasters 
General,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Postmaster  General,  forty-one  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  superintendency  of  the  buildings,  makinf^  up 
blanks  and  compensation  to  two  watchmen  and  one  Ubo- 
rer,  sixteen  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  extra  clerks  employed  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  by  the  late  Postmaster  General 
from  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  to  the  first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars,  twenty-seven  cents.    . 

For  compensation  to  the  temporary  and  extra  cletks 
employed  in  the  Host  Office  Department,  since  the  first 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  to  the  thirty-first  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty,  flflean  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  dollars,  eiglit  cents. 

For  completing  the  new  Post  Office  building,  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  dollars,  three  cents. 

For  co)mpens«tion  to  the  Surveyor  General  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and- Michigan,  two.  thousand  dollars. 

Fov  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  South  of  Tennessee, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tlie  clerks  tn  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  including  two  hundred  dollars  of  arrears,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  lllmois,  Missouri, 
and  Arkansas,  two  tliousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Alabama,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said 
Surveyor,  one  tliouaand  five  hundred  dolUnk 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  PubKc 
Buildings  in  Washington  City,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of  the  Mink, 
nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  assistants  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  Mint,  including  extra  clerk  hire  and  labor- 
ers, fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 


For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  mad  repairs, 
cost  of  machinery,  for  allow»ncc  fur  wasUge  in  i^oW  and 
silver  coinage,  ot  the  Mint,  thirteen  tliouflaiid  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secre- 
Ury  of  the  MicJiigan  Territory,  seven  tliCHiaand  eig<.i 
hundred  dollars. 

F«r  contingent  expenses  of  the  MicJiig«n  Terrjtorr, 

three  hundred  and  i(iy  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Coundl, 
fuel,  stationary,  and  printing,  and  repairs  of  the  WgiO^ 
tive  hall,  including  arrearages,  eight  thousand  two  fuin 
dred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges*  and  Secr^ 
tary  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  including  additioittl  coe, 
pensation  to  each  Judge,  to  thirtieth  June,  one  ihousaiKl 
eight   hundred  and  thirty-one,  nine   tliouaand  four  hy  *- 

dretl  dollars.  .  .,    r      i 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  Legislative  Council  uf  s»  3 
Territory,  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkanaaa  Terriiun, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  incidental  expenses  of  the  Legtslature  of  Arkaa 
sas,  by  act  of  twenty -fourth  May,  one  tlMntsaml  eight  hcs 
dred  and  twenty-eight,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dolhn. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secre 
tary  of  the  Florida  Territory,  including  additional  «*a- 
pensation  for  the  Judges  for  extra  duty   under  tlie  ad  ^A 
twenty-thinl  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundreil  and  iwtn.- 
ty-eight,  fifteen   thousand  three  hundred   mid  forty  nlu: 

For  eontingent  expenses  of  the  FlorulA  Tcmlurv. 
three  hundred  and  fifly  dollar*. 

For  compensation  and  mdeage  of  the  members  of  th- 
Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  pay  of  officen  and  ser. 
vants  of  the  Coimcil,  fuel,  stationary,  printrn^  and  d  - 
tribution  of  the  laws;  including  two  hundred  arfedfatv 
eight  dolkrs  for  arrears,  seven  thousand  ax  hundred  s» 

forty  dollars.  ' 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  a&3oc3«2e 
Judges  u\u\  district  judges  of  the  Unitetl  SUtes,inckidifs' 
arrearages  arising  from  increased  salaries  of  oertain  dbr 
trict  Judges  under  the  act  of  May  t  wenty-ninlh,  one  the.*- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  eighty -seven  Kundred  ai«5 
twenty  dollars,  eighteen  cents. 

For  the  salaries  of  Chief  Justice  and  associate  Jodfrei 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  Judges  of  llie  Or- 
phans' Courts  of  the  said  District,  nine  thousand  fi%'e  hun- 
dred dollars.  ,     ^^.   ^  .        r 

For  compensation  to  William  Cranch,  Chief  Janice  ot 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  Ibr  prv- 
paring  a  code  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisprudence,  in  com- 
pliance with  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  29th  Apri, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  one    UukessiHi 

dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of  tlie  Coil- 
ed States,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compenteition  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  At- 
torney General,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingencies  to  the  office  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ra], five  hundred  dolbu^ 

For  a  messenger  in  said  office,  five  hundred  dotlars. 

For  purchase  of  book  for  offiice  of  Attorney  GeRcn]. 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  already  incurred  in  fitting 
up  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General,  seven  hunrlred 
and  thirty-three  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Ueporter  of  the  decisions  «' 
the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  dollara. 

For  compensation  to  the  District  Attorneys  and  Maf 
shals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those  in  the  scsrcni 
Territories,  eleven  thousand  three  hundred  duUars. 
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For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme*  Circuit, 
and  District  Couns  of  the  United  States,  including  the 
District  of  Columbia  \  also,  for  jurors  and  witnesses,  in 
aid  of  the  funds  arising  from  fiaes»  penalties,  and  fuHVi- 
tures,  incurred  in  the  yeSr  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty 
one,  and  preceding  ^ears  {  and,  likewise,  for  defying 
the  expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  United  States  are  con- 
cerned, and  of  prosecutions  for  offences  committed 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of  pri- 
Bonem,  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by  the 
late  and  present  GovemmentSy  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
ired  and  filly  doOart. 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light  houses,  float- 
ing lights,  beacons,  buoys,  and  stakeages,  including  the 
purchase  of  oil,  keepers'  sabu*ies,  repairs  and  improve- 
ments, and  contingent  expenses,  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
:hree  thousand  one  humlt«d  and  iifty«six  dolAirs. 

For  building  Ught-bouses  on  Uttle  Watt's  islaut],  Mft. 
-yls^nd  ;  on  Clay  island,  Maryland «  at  the  entrance  of 
Roanoke  Sound,  in  Noith  Carolina  \  at  or  near  Choctaw 
Point,  in  AUbama ;  and  near  St.  Mark's  harbor,  in  Flo- 
-fda — twenty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  being 
he  amount  of  bsJances  of  moneys  heretofore  appropriated 
:o  the  said  d>jeets ;  which  said  several  balances  are  here- 
>y  re>approprikted  to  the  several  objects  specificany. 

For  the  salauriea  of  Kegisteni  and  Receivers  of  Land 
offices  where  there  are  no  sales,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  keepers  of  the  public  archives 
n  Florida,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  stationary  and  books  for  tlie  offices  of  Commission- 
!rs  of  Loans,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  Assistant  Counsel  and  District  Attor- 
ley.  under  the  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro- 
iding  for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  Flori- 
ia»  dated  twenty-third  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  including  continfrencies,  eight 
housand  dollars^  including  the  unexpended  balance  of 
he  last  year's  appropriation  for  the  same  objects. 

For  the  third  payment  to  Luigt  Persico,  for  statues  for 
he  Capitol,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  executive 
•uildings,  and  painting  the  samci  six  thousand  five  Itun- 
[red  dollars. 

"For  surveying  the  publiclands,  including  the  amount 
f  arrearag«8  due  for  the  last  year,  one  hundred  and 
iurty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  tiw  Ministers  of  the  Upited  SUtes 
>  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Russia,  the  Netherlands, 
n<l  Colombia,  fifty  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  Legation  to  the 
ame  places,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  sakfies  of  the  Chaig^  dea  Affaires  to  Portugal, 
)enroark,  Sweden,  Brazil.  Buenos  Ayres,  ChiU,  Peru, 
lexico,  and  Guatemala,  .forty  thousand  five  hundred 
ollars. 

For  outfit  of  the  present  iCnisterto  Russia,  umo  thou- 
ind  dollars. 

For  outfits  of  the  Chwv^  des  Affaires  at  Peru,  Chili, 
Brazil,  and  Guatemala,  eighteen  thousand -dollars. 

For  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  Chai^  des  Affairet^  for 
ie  salary  of  a  Drogoman  at  Constantinople,  and  for  the 
ontingent  expenses  of  the  Legation,  thuly-six  thousand 
ve  hundred  dolbrs  :  to  wit— For  the  outfit  of  a  Charge 
es  Affaires,  foUr  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  i  for  sa-. 
iiy  of  a  Charge  des  Afiairos,  four  thousand  five  hundred 
ollars  ;  for  ssJary  of  a  Dro^man  two  thousand  five  hun- 
red  dollars ;  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Lega^ 
on,  twenty-five  thousand  dcMlars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  ^  in 
ddition  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  Ihpusand  dollars 
ereinafter  appropriated,  the  8«|m  of  fifteen  thousand 
ollars.  • 
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For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for  claims  at  London  and 
Paris,  four  thousand  dolUrs. 

For  the  expenses  .of  intercourse  with  the  Barbaty  Pow- 
ers, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen,  in 
foreign  countries,  twenty  thousand  dulUirs. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreigpi  intercourse, 
twenty.five  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  May  twenty-ninth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tliirty,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  certain  diplomatic  functionaries, 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  dolUrs. 

For  the  payment  of  claims  for  property  lost,  captured 
or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  the  baUnce  of  the  appropria- 
tion made  by  the  act  of  third  Maroh,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  five,  heretofore  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund,  thirty-two  thousand  seventy-three  dolkrs  and 
eighty  cents. 

For  the  compensation  due  to  James  Parker  for  investi- 
gating the  accounts'  of  Robert  Arnold,  bte  Collector  of 
Amboy,two  hundred  thirty  nine  dolhuvand  sixty  four  cents. 

For  the  designating  and  marking  the  boundary  line 
between  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  district  of  Arkan* 
sas»  three  thousand  dollars )  the  same  to  be  expended 
under  the  ducection  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

For  preparing  a  revision  of  the  former  estimates  of  the 
population  of  the  United  States,  one  thousand  dolUmi. 

Approved :  March  3, 1831. 

AN  A(JT  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  im- 
provement of  certain  liarbors,  and  removing  obstruc- 
tions in  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers. 

Be  it  pMcUd^  &e.  That  the  following  sums  of  money 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated,  for  carrying 
on  and  completing  certain  works  heretofore  commenced, 
to  be  paid  out  of  an^  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  viz. : 

For  removing  obstructions  at  tlie  itiouth  of  Huron  river, 
ObiOb  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  removing  sand  bar  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Black 
river,  Ohio,  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars.  . 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  Cleaveland  harbor, 
Ohio,  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  Grand  river,  Ohio,  five  thoksand  six  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  Asbtabiua  creek,  Ohio^  seven  thousand  and  fif- 
teen dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  Conneaut  creek,Ohio^ 
six  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of' 
Presque  Isle,  Penn^lvania,  one  thousand  seven  bundled 
doUara. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  Genesee  fiver.  New 
York,  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  removing  obstructioos  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Sodus 
bay,  New  York,  seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  and 
fifty  doUan. 

For  completing-  piers  at  Oswego^  New  York,  two 
thousand  eigfit  hundred  and  twelve  doHara  and  ninety- 
two  cents. 

For  ofaum  of  contractors  lor  losses  by  storms  in  eigh- 
teen hundred  ahd  twenty-nine,  five  hundred  and  nineteen 
d^lars. 

For  balance  due  contractota  for  said  pien,  eighty-four 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

For  8ecuHn|r  the  works  oi  Oswe|^  harbor.  New  York, 
by  a  stone  pier-head  and  mole,  ^gbteen  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars. 
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For  completinf?  the  pier,  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo 
harbor,  New  York,  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  securing  and  completing  the  works  at  the  har 
bor  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  six  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  further  protection  find  preservation  of  the  beach 
of  Previneetown,  Massachusetts,  two  thousand  and  fiAy 
dollars. 

For  the  repair  and  completion  of  the  breakwater  at 
the  mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  Massachusetts,  sixteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  repairs  to  piers  at  the  entrance  of  Ken 
nebunk  river,  Maine,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  se 
venty-live  dollars. 

For  completing  the  sea  wall  for  the  preservation  of 
DeerIsland,Bo8ton  harbor,Massachusetts,twelve  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  repairing  Plymouth  beach,  Massachusetts,  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  b!'eakwater  at  Hyannis  harbor, 
Massachusetts,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  removing  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Nantucket  har- 
bor, Massachusetts,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  apd  six- 
ty five  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbors  <»f  New  Castle,  Marcus 
llook,Chester  and  Port  Penn,  in  the  Delaware  river,  four 
thousand  dolUrs. 

For  improving  Cape  Fear  river,  below  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  twenty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
five  dollars. 

For  carrying  on  the  works  for  the  improvements  of 
Ocracock  inlet.  North  Carolina,  seventeen  thousand 
dolUrs. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in.  the  ri- 
ver and  haroor  of  St.  Mark's  Florida,  seven  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Ap* 
palachicola  river,  Florida,  eight  thousand  dolUrs. 

For  arrearage  due  Major  Birch  for  survey  of  the  Raft 
of  Red  river,  Louisiana,  ofie  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
dolfatfs  and  fif\y  cents. 

For  arrearage  due  the  superintendent  of  the  works  st 
Black  Rock  harbor.  New  York,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  arrearage  due  for  materials  delivered  to  the  works 
at  Dunkirk  hiu4>or.  New  York,  seven  hundred  and  two 
dollars  fifty  cents. 

For  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Delaware  breakwater, 
two  hundred  and  eight  thousand  dolUrs. 
Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
one. 

Be  it  enad^f  he.  That  the  foUovringsums  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated: 

For  pay  and  substance  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and 
pay  of  seamen,one  million  two.hundred  and  seventy-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars. 

For  pay  of  superintendepts,navarconatructors,  and  all 
the  civil  establisliment  of  the  several  navy  yards  and  sta- 
tions, fifty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  ana  eighty  dol- 
lars. 

For  provisions,  one  hundred  seventy-three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty-three  dolUrs. 

For  repairs  of  vesseb  in  ordinary,  and  the  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  aix  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  medicines,  surgical  instruments, hospital  8tores,and 
other  expenses  on  account  of  the  mck,  twenty-five  thoO- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars. 


For  repairs  and  improvements  of  navy  yards,  two  bea- 
dred  and  forty-four  thousiind  dollars. 

For  the  erection  of^  wharf  at  the  navy  yard  at  Pensi' 
coU,  twenty-eight *^  thousand  twp  hundred  «nd  fifty  AA- 
Urs- 

For  defraying  expenses  that  may  accme  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one  for  the 
following  purposes,  viz : 

For  fi^ight  and  transportation  of  materiala  snd  stores 
of  every  description;  for  wharfage  and  dockage,  stonge 
and  rent,  travelling  expenses  of  officers,  and  trwisporti' 
tion  of  seimen,  house  rent,  chamber  money,  and  fnd, 
and  candles  to  officers  other  than  those  attached  to  navy 
yards  and  stations,  and  for  officers  ki  sick  quarten^where 
there  is  no  hospital,  and  for  funeral  expenses;  for  cos. 
misnons,  clerk  hire,  and  office  rent,  stationary  andfad 
to  navy  ageqts;  for  premiums  and  incidental  expenses  of 
recruiting;  for  apprehending  deserters;  for  coBBpensatkn 
to  judge  advocates;  for  per  diem- allowances  for  peraosf 
attending  courts  roartiaJ  and  courts  of  Inquiry;  and  ^ 
officers  engaged  in  extra  sen  ice  beyond  the  limito  of 
their  stations;  for  printing  and  sUtionary  of  every  de- 
scription, and  for  books,  maps,  charts,  and  matbeoiatial 
and   nautical  instruments,    chronometers,    modeb  ar-d 
drawings,  for  purchase  and  repair  of  steam  and  fire  eiK 
gines,  and  fbr  machinery;  for  purchase  and  maiatenanoe 
of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timber  whech,  and 
workmen's  tooU  &f  every  description;  for  postage  of  let- 
ters on  public  service;  for  pilotage;  fbr  cabin  fttmtture  ci 
vessels  in  commission  ;  and  for  fiimiture   of  officen* 
houses  at  navy  yards;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  publ  c 
property;  far  aFsisUnce  rendered  to' vessels  ui  distres, 
tor  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  applicable  to  ait; 
other  appropriation  ;  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for  forges. 
foundaries,  and  steam  engines;  for  candles,  ail,  and  fiiel 
for  vessels  in  commission  and  in  ordinarj';  fbr  repain  of 
magazines  and  powder  houses;  fbr  preparing  moulds  for 
ships  to  be  built ;  and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose 
whatever,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thonsatid  dtlttow. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arisii^  during  tfee 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Hurty-oiie,  asd 
not  herein  before  enumerated,  Ave  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-com  mismoned  offiocn»  ast} 
privates  and  for  subustence  of  officers  of  the  narirc 
corps,  one  hundred  and  nine  thousand  three  hundred  a«! 
seventy-three  dollars;  the  pay,  subsistence,  enokiniest^ 
and  allowances  of  the  said  officers.  non-commissioDed 
officers,  and  privates,  to  be  l.ie  same  as  they  were  pre- 
viously to  the  first  of  April,  one  thousand  eigbl  hundred 
and  twenty-nipe. 

For  subsistence  for  four  hundred  and  aixtT-one  noe* 
commissioned  officers,  musicUna,  and  privates,  and  wash- 
erwomen serving  on  shore,twenty  thousand  one  bundml 
and  ninety-one  dollars. 

For  clothing,  twenty  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  a*^ 
sixty-five  dollars. 

For  fuel,  nine  thousand  and  ninety-eight  dollars. 
For  contingent  expenses,  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 
For  mifitary  stores,  two  thousand  dolUrs. 
For  medicines,  two  thousand  three  htmdred  and  aixty- 
nine  doIUrs. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  acts  for  the  auppresaion  ot 
the  slave  trade,inelttding  the  support  in  theUmted  Stsftcs, 
and  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  roonllis  after  their  arrival 
In  Africa,  of  all  persons  removed  from  tho*  United  States 
under  the  said  acts,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  said  several  sums  to  be  respectively  applied  to  the 
several  objects  of  approprUtion  abovementioaed,  in  al- 
dition  to  the  unexpended  baUnces  of  appropriation  f^-' 
similar  objects  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hund^*-^ 
and  thirty.  * 

For  the  support  of  certain  Africans  brouglit  into  tlie  port 
of  New  Orleans  in  tlie  Spanisli  schooner  Fenix.  and  saw 
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in  the  char^  of  the  Marshal  of  the  eaitern  district  of 
Louisiana,  six  thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  their 
support  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  twenty  cents  per  day. 

Xo  enable  the  President  of  the  United  Sutesto  allow 
compensation  to  Captain  William  B.  Finch,  for  extra  ser- 
vices and  expenses  in  command'  of  the  stoop  of  war  Vin- 
cennes^  in  the  years  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
t«renty  nine,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  %nd  thirty, 
five  thousand  dollars;  the  accounts  for  such  services  and 
expenses  to  be  settled  under  tlie  flirection  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

For  compensation  to  Captain  Benjamin  Pendleton  for 
moneys  paid  by  him  for  canoelling  the  charter  party, 
and  outfit  and  demurrage  of  the  brig  Seraph,  of  Stoning- 
ton,  for  his  pay  as  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Navy,  and  for  mo- 
neya  paid  by  him  to  the  ship  keeper  of  the  said  vessel, 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars. 

For  re-building  and  removing  the  monument  erected 
in  the  navy  yard  at  Waahing^ton  by  the  officers  of  the 
American  Navy,  to  the  memory  of  those  who  fell  in  battle 
in  the  Tripolitan  war,  a  sum  not  exceeding  tweoty-one 
hundrM  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. . 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfupther  tnaeied.  That  the  sum  here- 
tofore appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  barracks 
at  Philadelphia,  and  which  has  passed  to  the  surplus 
fund,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re-appropriated  to  the 
said  object. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 


AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  carrying  on  certain 
roads  and  works  of  Internal  improvement,  and  for  pro- 
viding for  surveys. 

jBe  it  enacted^  Sec.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  several  objects  re- 
spectively herein  named,  to  be  applied  during  the  year 
on^  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. one,  the  same  to 
be  paiil  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  viz  : 

Ker  continuing  the  road  from  Detroit  towards  Chicago, 
Michigan,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  road  from  Detroit,  to  Fort  Gratiot, 
Michigan,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  road  'rom  Detroit  to  Sagahaw  Bay, 
eig'ht  thousand  dollars 

For  arrearages  due  to  T.  S.  Knapp,  fourteen  dollars  and 
seventy  five  cents. 

Foi"  defraying  the  expenses,  incidental  to  making  exa- 
miwations  and  surveys  under  the  act  of  the  thirtieth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
twenty-five  thousand  doHara. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi  rivers,  to  be  expended  under  the  existing  laws,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

1"hat  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
i>e,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
roxn  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  in  removing  the  obstnic- 
:ions  in  the  channels  at  the  shoal  places  and  ripples,  and 
>y  such  other  means  as  may  be  deemed  best  for  the 
leepeningof  the  channels  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  said 
(um  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
lent  of  the  United  States,  by  the  superintendent  appoint- 
ed to  execute  said  works  of  improvement ;  and  the  Pre- 
sident is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  take  bond 
ritli  approved  security  in  fifty  thousand  dollars,  condi« 
ioned  tor  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  reqai- 
ed  of  him  under  such  instructions  as  may  be  gi/eti  him 
9r  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  said  rivers,  and 
liat  an  umcer  of  engineers  be  associated  with  said  super- 
^tendent,  with  authority  to  suspend  the  operation  of  any  I 


work,  or  payment  of  any  account,  until  the  order  of  the 
President  is  received . 

To  open  a  road  from  Washington,  in  Arkansas  Territo- 
sy,  to  Jackson,  in  said  Territory,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Approved  :  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  making  appra\)rIations  for  carrying  into  effect 

certain  Indian  treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  following  sums  bef  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the 
'  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one  : 

For  tlie  annual  support  of  a  school  for  the  education  of 
Indian  youth,  as  stipulated  for  by  the  sixth  article  of  tiie 
treaty  of  the  fifth  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  with  tlie  Chippewa  tribe  of  Indians,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  also  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  for  educa- 
tion, as  stipulated  for  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  sixteenth  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  with  liic  Potawattamies,  the  anniul  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annual  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  miller,  and 
for  furnishing,  annually,  one  hundred  \md  sixty  bushels  of 
salt,  under  the  same  tr^ty,  oneKtho«isand  five  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  permanent  and  limited  annui- 
ties provided  for  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  witli 
the  Potawattamies  of  the  twentieth  of  Septen^er,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  annually  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

^  For  tobacco.  Iron,  steel,  education,  annui^  to  the  prin- 
cipal chief,  and  employment  of  laborers,  by  same  article, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  permanent  annuity  under  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Miamiesof  the  twenty-thiid 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six, 
twenty -Ave  thousand  dollars. 

For  iron,  steel,  tobacco,  and  laborers,  by  same  article^ 
one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  supiiort  of  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  for  education, 
under  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  and  improvements  at  the  Dwight  Mission  estab- 
lishment, by  the  society  engaged  in  instructing  Cherokee 
children,  according  to  the  nfUi  article  of  the  treaty  with 
ihe  Cherokee  Indians  west  of  the  Missis&ippi,  of  the  sixth 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
eleven  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifteen  dollara,  the  said 
society  agreeing  and  stipulating  to  expend  the  amount  so 
paid  in  the  erection  of  other  buildings  and  improvements 
for  like  purposes,  in  tlie  country  ceded  to  the  Cherokeea 
by  the  same  treaty.  For  the  payment  in  full  of  the  value 
of  improvements  abandoned  by  the  Cherokees  of  Arkan. 
sas  who  have  emigrated  from  the  country  ceded  by  them  * 
by  tlie  treaty  afuresaid,as  assessed  according  to  the  provi- 
ifions  thereof,  in  addition  to  the  balance  which  may  re- 
main of  tlie  sum  of  thirty-seven  thousand  dollais,  appro- 
priated by  an  act  of  March  the  second,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  forty-five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents :  For  pay- 
ment for  five  hundred  rifles  delivered  in  one  thoumnd 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine  fsr  the  emigrating  Che- 
rokees, including  the  cost  of  transportation,  seven  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  Treaties. 

Be  it  enacted^  8ic.  That  the  foUnwing  sums  b(,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  pay  tlie  expeaisss  in- 
cuired  in  negotiating,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
treaty  of  peace  aftd  friendship,  and  the  treaty  of  cesdoni 
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enten^d  into  at  Prairie  dii  Chicn  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
JulTy  eig^hteen  hundred  and  thirty,  with  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  bands  of  Sioux,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  Winne- 
iMuroes  and  Menomonies,  Ottoes,  Omahas,  Missouries, 
and  loways  tribes  of  Indians,  viz  *. 

For  presents,  provisions,  pay  of  commissioners  and  se« 
Cretary,  transportation,  and  all  other  expenses  attending 
the  negotiation  of  said  treaties,  twenty-fuur  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents. 

Fof  annuities  stipulated  for  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  cession,  annually,  for  ten  years,  viz :  to  the  Sacs, 
three  thousand  dollars ;  Foxes,  three  thousand  dollars ; 
Sioux  of  Mississippi,  two  thousand  doHars ;  Yancton  and 
Santie  bands,  three  thousand  dollars ;  Omahas,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars ;  Ottoes  and  Missouries,  two 
thotiiand  five  hundred  dollars ;  Iowa]|rs,  two  thousand 
ihy^  hundred  dollars ;  Sacs  of  Missouri  Itiver,  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  support  of  a  blacksmith,  and  for  tools,  as  stipulated 
by  the  same  article,  annually,  for  ten  years,  viz  :  fur  the 
Sioux  of  Mississippi,  one  thousand  dollars ;  Yancton  and 
Santie  bands,  one  thousand  dollars  ;  Omahas,  one  thou- 
sand dollars  ;  Ottoes  and  Missouries,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  loways,  three^  hundred  dollars  ;  Sacs  of  Missouri 
River,  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  agricultural  impletnents,  aa  sUpulated  by  same  ar- 
ticle, annually,  for  ten  years'  viz :  for  the  Sioux  of  Mis- 
sissippi, seven  hundred  dollars;  Tancton  and  Santie 
bands,  four  hundred  dollars ;  Omahas,  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  Ottoes  and  Missouries,  five  hundred  dollars  \ 
loways,  six  hundred  dollars ;  Sacs  of  Missouri  River,  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  transportation  of  annuities^  tools,  and  agricultural 
implements,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses^  of  education,  as  stipulated  by  the  fif^h 
article,  for  ten  years,  to  be  applied  in  tlie  discretion  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  annually,  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  expenses  of  nnining  the  lines  as  agreed  by  the 
seventh  article  of  said  treaty,  nine  thousa^td  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following 
sums  be«  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  carry 
into  effect  the  supplementary  article,  concluded  at  Coun- 
cil Camp,  on  James'  Fork  of  White  River,  Missouri,  the 
twenty-fourth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-nine, to  the  treaty  with  the  Uelawares  of  the  third  day 
of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  viz  : 

For  fumishmg forty  horses  for  the  Dela wares,  one  thou' 
sand  six  hundr^  dollars. 

For  expense  of  six  wagons  and  ox  teams  to  assist  them 
in  removing,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars. 

For  expense  of  farming  utensils,  ami  tools  for  building 
houses,  four  thousand  duitars. 

For  provisions  on  their  journey,  and  one  year  after 
their  removal  to  their  new  country,  forty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  buildings  grist  and  saw  mill,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  permanent  annuity  to  the  Dat- 
awares, one  thousand  dollars^ 

For  expenses  of  surveying  the  lines  of  the  land  as- 
signed to  the  Delawares  by  said  article,  four  thousand 
one  fiundred  and  nine  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  aforesaid 
sums  of  money  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasu- 
ry not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.' And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  fur  carrying 
into  efiect  the  treaty  with  the  ChoeUw  tribe  of  Indians, 
concUided  at  Dancing  Rabbit  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  the  sum 
of  eighty  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty*eight  dolhus 
are  bert^y  appropriated,  to  wit;  • 


For  salaries  to  chiefs  and  others,  and  auita  of  clelbes 
and  broadswords  for  ninety-nine  captains  as  stipulated  by 
fifteenth  article^  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninet)- 
three  dollars. 

For  expenses  in  fulfilling  the  sixteenth  artiele  ui  rda- 
tion  to  cattle,  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dsflara. 

For  education  as  stipulated  by  the  tweotiein  article, 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  building  council  houses,  houses  for  cbiefe*  and 
churches, Iks  stipulated  by  the  saoie  article,  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  teachen,  blacksmitha  and  shops,  and 
a  mill  Wright,  by  the  same  article,  five  tlioiiaaiid  fvv^  Ihid- 
dced  dollars. 

For  blankets^  rifies,  amraunition,  axes,  hoes,  pkmglis, 
spinning  wheels,  cards^  looms,  iron  and  steel,  iwentj^ 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars. 

For  transportation  and  contingencies,  fivie  thousssd 
dollars :  which  said  appropriatioo,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
said  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indiana,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  'treasury  not  othenrise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved:  March  3,  1S3U 

• 

AN  ACT  makingapprqjiriationa  for  the  mUitary  servicr 
for  the  year  one  thoutand  eight  Jiundtvd  and  tbirtr-ooe. 

Be  U  enacted,  Ue*  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  tb« 
same  are  liereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  cMit  of  any  oa- 
appropri&ted  money  in  the  Treaauiy,  for  the  service  e( 
the  miliiaiy  establishment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eigfet 
huniired  and  thirty-one,  viz: 

For  pay  of  the  army  and  subsistence  of  th«  'efficei% 
one  million  onehundi^  and  eigf it  thousand  six  handre-J 
and  twelve  dollars. 

For  foraf^  for  officers^  forty-eight  thousand  six  bun> 
dred  and  nmeteen  dollars. 

For  clothing  for  the  servanta  of  officers  I  v^  Aly-tv» 
tliousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  officers,  i«  addi- 
tion to  an  unexpended  balance  of  seventy-five  tfaoossfid 
dollars,  two  hundred  and  sixty ^stx  thousand  three  fasn- 
drecl  dollars. 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  equipage^  cookls^ 
utensils,  and  liospital  ftimiture,  in  addition- to  tnatertaU 
and  clothinr  on  hand,  amounting  to  eig^ity-five  thoosai^ 
dollars,  one  nundred  and  thirteen  thousand  sereii  hundred 
and  forty -seven  dollars. 

For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  tfairty  tba^- 
sand  dolUirs. 

For  various  expenses  in  the  Qtiartermaatet^s  Depart- 
ment, viz  :  For  fuel,  forage,  straw,  stationary,  blanfc^  re- 
pairing of  officers'  quarters,  barnicks,8tore4MntseB,  and 
hospitals  ;  for  erecting  teroporaiy  cantonments  and  gua- 
hmises ;  for  rent  of  quarters,  store-houses,  and  land  ;  far 
postage  of  letters  on  public  service  \  for  expenses  of 
courts  martial,  inclnding  compensaUon  of  jtftdge  advo- 
cates, members,  and  witnesses  \  for  extra  pay  to  soldiers 
employed  on  extra  labor,  under  the  act  of  March  second, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  ;  for  expe»e» 
of  expresses,  escorts  to  pajnnasters,  and  other  contingen* 
gencies  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  two  handred 
and  twenty-six  thousand  eiglit  hundred  doUara. 

For  transportation  of  officer's  baggage,  and  aOowsKnce 
for  travel,  in  lieu  of  transportation,  and  for  per  diem  al- 
lowance to  officers  on  topographical  dnty  fifty  serea 
thousand  dollars. 

For  transportation  of  clothing,  subsistence,  ofdnanoc. 
and  of  lead  from  the  mines,  and  for  transportation  of  thr 
army,  and  funds  for  pay  of  the  army,  inclnding  the  seve- 
ral contingencies  and  items  of  expenditare  at  the  seve- 
ral stations  and  garrisons,  usually  estimated  under  the 
head  of  transportation  of  tbe  army,  one  hundred  azii 
ten  thousand  dollars. 
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!For  the  complcltion  of  the  barracks  at  Fort  Winneha* 
^o,  fiv«  thoufland  dollart,  being  the  balance  of  an  ap- 
[)rop nation  heretofore  made  for  the  erection  0f  bar- 
racks at  Green  Bay,  and  not  needed  for  that  service, 
which  balance  is  hereby  transferred  and  appropriated  to 
the  purpose  above  named. 

For  the  payment  of  '-Cert-tin  mounted  voUmteers  of  the 
Fcrritory  of  ArkansM^  whilst  in  the  tervice  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  y^Wr  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
Lwenty>eight,the  sum  oi  Ave  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 
and  eighty-three  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
sgBinst  the  United  States,  for  the  services  of  her  militia 
against  the  Indians,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-ninci  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  and 
eig>hty-five  dollars  and  ftfty-four  cents  t  Provided^  That 
the  Secretaiy  of  War  shall,  upon  a  full  investigation,  be 
satisfied  that  the  United  States  arc  liable  for  the  payment 
of  the  said  militia,  under  the  second  para^ph  of  the 
tenth  section  of  the  dm  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States^ 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Visiters 
at  West  Point,  nfteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  ^el,  fofage,  stationary,  printing,  transportation, 
and  postage  for  tbe  Military  Academy,  eight  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  and  improvements  of  buildings  and  grounds 
at  West  Point  three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  of  adjutant's  derk  and  Quartermaster's  clerk, 
nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library,  fourteen 
hundred  dollars. 

For  philosophical  apparatus,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  me<lels  for  fortifications,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  models  for  drawing,  for  repairing  instruments,  for 
chemical  and  mineralogical  apparatus,  »even  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  incidental  expenses  of  tlTe 
Academy,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty- two,  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  army,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  atmories,  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service,  six- 
ty-eight thousand  dollars.     • 

For  arsenals,  ninety-four  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
tars. 

For  the  recruiting  sen  ice,  thirty-$ve^  thousand  six 
hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  four  thousand  dolbrs. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  recruiting  service,  fif- 
teen thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  an  unexpended  balance  of  five  thounnd  dollars. 

To  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  an  invalid  pensioner,  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  dollars  twenty-two  cents,  being  ar- 
hearages  of  pension  due  him  by  law. 

For  airearages  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  five  thousand  dollars. 

1*0  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pay  for  medals  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  Indian  chiefs^  three  thousand 
dollars. 

For  completing  the  Mars  hill  Road  in  Maine,  and  nuk- 
ing bridges  on  the  same,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  further  extension,  and  rhe  completion  of  the 
walls  and  embankments  for  conveying  water  to  the  works 
at  Harper's  Ferry  Armory,  Virginia,  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 


AN  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  deiiftors  of 

the  United  SUte«. 

B^  Henmsiedt  &c.  Tliat  any  person  who  was  an  insol- 
vent debtor  dn  or  before  tbe  first  day  of  Jariuary  last^  and 
who  is  indebted  to  the  United  State*  for  any  si<m  of  mo- 
ney then  due*  which  he  is  diuible  to  pay^  unfess  such  per- 
son be  indebted'as  the  principal  in  an  offiotal  bond,  or  for 
public  money  received  by  him,  and  not  paid  over  or  ac-' 
counted  for  according  to  UVp  or  for  any  iin€,  forfeltare> 
or  penaltjT,  incurred  by  the  violation  of  any  law  of 
of  the  United  States,  may  make  application  in  writing, 
Ainder  oath  or  aflirmation,to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  release  or  discliarge  of 
the  said  debt ;  which  application  shall  state,  as  near  as 
may  be,  the  time  when  the  applicant  became  insolvent, 
how  soon  thereafter  he  made  Known  his  insolvency  to  bis 
creditors,  the  cause  er  causes,  and  the  amount  of  such 
insolvency  ;  and,  also,  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal, 
which  the  said  applicant  owned  at  the  time  of  his  insol- 
vency, and  the  manner  in  which  such  estate  has  been  dis- 
posed of  ;  and  what  estate,  if  any,  he  has  since  owned, 
and  still  owns. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  furiher  erwded.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  of  the  'United  States  for  the  District  or 
Territory  within  which. the  said  applicant  shall  reside,  a 
certificate  copy  of  the  said  application,  with  such  instruc- 
tions as  he  may  tliink  proper  {  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  'the  said  District  Attorney  to  lay  the  said  copy  of  such 
application  before  the  Commissioner  or  Commissioners  of 
insolvency  to  be  apMinted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  to 
appear  and  act  before  them  as  counsel  in  behalf  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  ap- 
point any  nuflnoer  of  comjnissionei's  of  insolvency  he  may 
think  proper,  not  exceeding  three  in  each  judicial  Dis- 
trict or  Territory  of  tlie  United  States,  who,  before  they 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  shall  sever* 
ally  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  before  any  Judge  of  a  District 
Court  of  thd  United  SUtes,  Uiat  they  will  faithfiilly  exe- 
cute  tJie  trust  committed  to  them  :  and  it  shall  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  to  proceed 
publicly  to  examine  the  books,  papers,  an<l  vouchers  of 
each  of  the  said  applicaoui  (  and  they,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  also  be  authorized  to  examine  each  of  the  said  ap- 
plicants, or  any  ether  person  or  persons,  upon  oath  or  af- 
firmation, touching  the  said  application  :  ^nd  it  aliall  be 
the  duty  of  tbe  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  to 
make  a  report,in«writing,to  the  said  Secretary,of  the  result 
of  their  examination  in  each  case,  therein  'particularly 
stating,  as- near  as  may  be,  the  time  when  the  applicant 
became  insolvent,  bow  soon  thereafter  he  made  known 
his  insolvency  to  his  creditors,  the  cause  or  causes,  and 
the  amount  of  such  insolvency  ;  and,  also,  all  the  estate, 
real  and  personal,  which  the  said  applicant  owned  at  the 
time  of  his  insolvency,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  es- 
tate has  been  disposed  of  j  and  what  estate,  if  any,  he 
has  since  owned,  and  still  owns. 

Sec.  4.  Jnd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  after  he  shall  luive  received  the  report 
of  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners,  shall  proceed 
to  examine  the  circumstances  of  each  case  ;  and  if  it  shall 
have  been  proved  to  his-  satisfaction  that  the  said  debtor  is 
unable  to  pay  tlie  said  debt  or  debts  which  he  owes  to  the 
United  States;  that  he  hath  done  no  act  fraudulently  to  de- 
prive the  United  Sutes  of  their  legal  priority  \  that  he 
has  not  been  guilty  of  any  fraud,  nor  made  any  convey- 
ance of  his  estate,  real  or  personal,  in  trust  for  himst  If,  ur 
with  an  intent  tc  defraud  the  United  States,  or  whereby 
to  expect  any  benefit  or  advantage  to  himself  or  family  ; 
then  and  in  that  case, the  said  Secretary  may  compromise 
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"with  the  Mid  debtor,upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  be 
may  think  reasonable  and  proper  under  all  the  circum- 
stances •f  the  case,  and  may  execute  a  release  to  him  or 
her  for  the  amount  of  the  said  debt  or  debts  which  he  or 
she  may  owe  to  the  United  States  ;  which  said  release 
■ball  contain  a  recital  that  the  foregoing  particulars  have 
been  satisfactorily  proved  to  tlie  said  Secretary  :  Provi- 
dedt  howevetp  that  the  said  release  shall  be  rendered  null 
and  void,  if  it  shall  at  any  time  be  ascertained  that  the 
■aid  insolvent  debtor  hath  obtained  the  same  upon  false 
suggestions. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  tlie  saidinsol- 
vent  debtor,  or  any  other  person,  shall  falsely  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation  under  tliis  act,  he  or  she  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  peijury,  and  shall  suffer  the  pains  and 
penalties  in  that  case  provided. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  cacti  of  the  said 
commissioners  of  insolvency  shall  receive  five  dollars  per 
day  for  each  day  they  shall  be  actually  employed  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty  under  this  act ;  which  sum  to- 
gether with  the  actual  expense  incuiTt  d  for  office  rent 
and  all  other  contingencies,  provided  the  same  shall  not, 
in  the  whole,  exceed  two  dollars  per  day,  shall  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  se\  eral  appliciiiits  by  the  said  commis- 
sioner or  commissioners,  under  the  direcUon  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  according  to  the  time  occupied 
in  the  investigation  of  each  case ;  and  each  of  the  said 
applicants,  immediately  afler  the  investigation  of  his  or 
her  case  shall  be  completed,  by  the  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners, and  before  the  report  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  said  Secretary,  shall  pay  his  or  ^er  respective  propor- 
tions of  the  same :  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
commissioner  or  commissioners  to  transmit  with  his  or 
their  report,  in  each  case,  a  statement,  under  oath  or  af- 
firmation, to  the  said  Secretary,  of  the  time  actually  ac- 
cupied  in  the  investigation  theceof  and  the  amount  which 
they  shall  have  received  from  the  said  applicant. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  compensa- 
tion to  be  paid  to  the  District  Attorney  of  each  district 
and  territory  shall  be  five  dollars  for  each  day  he  shall 
be  actually  employed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further, ^enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  annually 
to  Congress  the  names  of  the  applicants  under  this  act, 
and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  debt  or  debts  due  froni 
each  to  the  Unite<l  States  {  and,  also,  the  names  of  those 
who  shall  have  obtained  releases,  together  widi  the  terms 
of  compromise  in  each  case. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated, 
to  be  paid  put  of  any  money  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effiect  the  provisions  d 
this  act. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force  for  three  years  and  no  longer. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  Road 
in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for 
the  purpose  of  opening,  grading,  and  making  the  Cum- 
berland road,  westwardly  of  ZanesVille,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio*}  and  that  the  bum  of  nine  hundred  and  fif^y  dol- 
lars be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  repairs 
on  the  said  road  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thiKy  <  and  also  the  further  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  dollars,  to  be  expended  under  the 
directions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  completing  the 
payments  to  individuals  for  work  heretofore  done  on  the 
Cumberland  road,  east  of  Slanesville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
under  the  directions  of  the  superintendent  of  said  road,  or 
so  much  ot  said  sum  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  that 


purpose ;  also  for  the  payment  of  arrearages  for  the  sur. 
vey  of  the  said  road  from  S&anesville  to  the  capital  of  Mis- 
souri, two  hundred  and  aixty-five  doHars  and  ei^hty^iTc 
cents ;  and  that  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  doHan 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated*  for  tJie  pvirpose 
of  opening,  g^rading^,  and  bridging,  the  Cumberland  Road, 
in  the  State  of  Indiana,  includmg  a  bridge  over  White 
River,  near  Indianopolis,  and  progressing  with  the  work 
to  the  eastern  and  western  boundaries  of  said  State  ;  i^  J 
that.the  sum  of  sixty -six  thousand  dollars  be,  and  tltesaiae 
is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  opening,  gnri. 
infif,  and  briaging  the  Cumberland  Road,  in  the  Slate  d 
Illinois  ;  which  sunM  shall  he  paid  out  of  a^ny  ntuney  roC 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  replaced  out  of  tlie  fund  r- 
served  for  laying  out  and  making*  roads  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Congfreas,  by  the  several  acts  passed  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Stf:tes  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  ists 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori^nal  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the  imi&:- 
diate  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  the  superinteR^i* 
ents  heretofore  appointed,  or  hereafter  to  be  appoirued, 
in  the  States  of  Ohio.  Indiana,  and  llhnois,  shall,  uo^kr 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  »e«is- 
rately  superintend,  in  a  faithful  manner,  such  parts  of 
said  road  as  may  be  desi|^sted  to  each,  and  d«^urie  i>%( 
money,  each  giving  bond  and  security  as  he  ahall  direct 
and  fehall  receive  such  compensation  as,  in  his  opini<i% 
shall  be  equitable  and  just,  not  exceeding:,  to  eacJi,  ihn 
heretofore  allowed  by  law  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
Cumberland  Road,  in  the  State  of  OHio. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  making  provision  for  a  subscription  to  a  ccs- 
pilifttion  of  Congressional  Documents.  | 

Be  it  cfwetedj  &c.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  d 
Representatives  hereby  is  authorized  antl  direct^J 
to  subscribe  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  :ls 
compilation  of  Congressional  documents  proposed  to  be 
published  by  Gales  &  Seatoo;  Provided,  That  the  docu- 
ments shall  be  selected  Under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  ef  the  House  of  Reprt 
sentatives:  And  provided,  atto.  That  ti)e  price  paid  tx 
the  printing  of  the  said  copies  shall  be  at  a  rate  not  ci- 
eeeding  that  of  the  price  paid  to  the  printer  of  Congress 
for  printing  the  documents  of  the  two  Houses. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

• 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  DepaK- 

ment  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  iad 

thirty-one. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  following  sums  be  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated  nM>ney  h 
the  Treasury,  for  the  Indian  Department,forthe  jesr  oae 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-oue,  viz. : 

For  pay  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affttrs  at  St 
Louis  and  the  several.  Indian  ageiits,as  authorized  by  lav. 
twenty -nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  of  sub-agents,  as  authorized  by  lav,  nine<ees 
thousand  five  Imndred  dollars. 

For  presents  to  Indiana,  as  authorized  by  the  aet  of  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  fifteen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  pay  of  Indian  interpreters  and  translators  employed 
at  the  several  superintendencies  and  ageDCies,twenty-oRe 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  pay  of  gun  and  blacksmiths,  and  their  assistants* 
employed  within  the  auperintendencies  and  agencies, 
under  the  treaty  provisions  and  the  orders  of  the  SLCrc- 
tary  of  War,  eig^teetr  thousand  three  hundred  and  fur> 
dollars. 

For  iron,  steel,  coal,  and  other  ezpenaea  attending- 1!  e 
gun  and  blacksmith's  shops»  five  thousand  four  hunumi 
and  twenty-six  dollars. 
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Kor  expense  qf  transportation  &nd  difftribittion  of  Indian 
nnuities,nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars. 

'For  expense  of  provisions  for  Indians  at  the  distribu- 
on  of  annuities  while  on  vints  of  business  with  the  dif- 
;rent  superintendents  and  agents,  and  when  assembled 
n  business  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety 

0  liars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  Indian  Department,  twenty 

1  sou  sand  dollars. 

For  expenses  incurred  in  surveying  the  north-western 
loundary  lines  of  the  Miami  and  Potawatamie  cessions 
y  treaties  of  sixteenth  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
red  and  twenty -six,  and  twenty  third  October,  one  thou- 
and  eig^t  hundred  and  twenty-six,  two  hundred  and 
wrenty-seven  dollars. 

For  surveying  and  dividing  the  reservation  g^nted  to 
tie  balf'breed  Sacs  and  Foxes  by  the  treaty  of  fourth 
Lu^ist,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
wo  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  claims  for  Indian  depre- 
latlons,  heretofore  allowed  at  the  Department  of  War, 
»ne  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  payments  made  for  provisions  and  necessary  assist- 
ince  to  Indians  emigrating  to  the  West,  and  to  those 
ribes  now  settled  on  or  near  the  Kansas  river,  west  of 
he  Missouri,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore 
nade  for  that  object  by  act  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
fig^t  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  eighty-six  cents. 

For  provisions  and  other  assistance  to  Indians  remov- 
ng  to  the  West  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missou- 
*T,  required  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
jne,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  building  houses  fur  Indian  agents,  sub-agents, 
blacksmith's  «iops  in  all  the  several  agencies,  seven 
.housand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following 
(un)s,carried  tojthe  surplus  fund,  at  the  .commencement  of 
.he  present  year,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appro- 
priated, viz: 

For  additional  expense  at  the  Red  river  agency,  per 
tot  of  ninth  May,  one  thousand  eight  Iiundrcd  and  twen- 
ty-eij^ht,  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  extinguishment  of  the  title  of  the  Creeks  to  land 
in  Georeia,per  act  tweDty':sixth  May,  one  thousand  eight 
tiundredand  twenty-four,  balance  re-appropriated  twen- 
ty<6rst  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty.nine  dollars  and  fifly- 
seveii  cents. 

For  claims  against  the  Osages,  by  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  per  act  third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nineteen,  balance  re-appropriated  twenty-first  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty -four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  extinguishment  of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokees  to 
their  lands  in  Georgia,  per  act  ninth  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  forty-six  'thousand 
one  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  fif^y  cents. 

For  carrying  into  efTect  the  treaty  concluded  with  the 
Creeks,  fifteenth  November, eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-seven, per  act  twenty-fourth  May*,  eighteen  hundred 
aiKl  twentv-eight,  four  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  sixth  Mtiy,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-eight,  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, for  their  removal,  &c.  from  Georgia,  per  act  twen- 
ty-fourth May,  one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  t^enty- 
eiglit,  fif\y-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
Jollars  and  nineteen  cents. 

For  expense  of  Indian  delegations  to  explore  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Mississippi,  per  act  twenty-fourth  May, 
^il^hteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  one  hundred  and 
riHyninc  dollars. 


For  running  the  Indian  boundary  line  in  Florida,  per 
aot  twenty-sixth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  forty-nine 
cents. 

For  purchase  of  Creek  and  Cherokee  reservations, 
per  act  second  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty* 
three,  twenty-one  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  treating  with  the  Choctaws  and  Chic* 
kasaws,  for  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  within 
the  limits  of  Mississippi,  per  act  twentieth  May,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  tweniy-six,  six  hundred  and  fif\y  eight 
dollars. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  oflTences 
committed  in  cutting,  destroying,  or  removing  live  oak 
aiKl  other  timber,  or  trees  reserved  for  naval  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
cut,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  cut,  or  aid,  assist,  or  be  em- 
ployed in  cutting,or  shall  wantonly  destroy, or  cause  or  pro- 
cure to  be  wantonly  de8troyed,or  aid,  assist,  or  be  employ- 
ed in  wantonly  destroying  any  live  oak  or  red  cedar  tree 
or  trees,  or  other  timber  standing,  growing,  or  being  on 
any  lands  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  pursuance  of 
any  law  passed,  or  hereafter  to  be  passed,  shall  have 
been  reserved  or  |Ki.rchased  for  the  use  jof  the  United 
States,  for  supplying  or  furnishing  therefrom,  timber  for 
the  navy  of  the  United  States  ;  or  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  remove,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  removed,  or 
aid,  or  assist,  or  be  employed  m  removing  from  any  such 
lands  which  shall  have  been  reserved  or  purchased  as 
aforesaid,  any  live  oak  or  red  cedar  tree,  or  trees,  or 
other  timber,  unless  duly  authorized  so  to  do,  by  order, 
in  writing,  of  a  competent. officer,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  ;  or  if  any  person  or  persona 
shall  cut,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  cut,  or  aid,  or  assist, 
or  be  employed  in  cutting  any  live  oak  or  red  cedar  tree 
or  trees,  or  other  timber  on,  or  shall  remove,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  removed,  or  aid,  or  assist,  or  be  employed 
m  removing  any  live  oak  or  red  cedar  trees,  or  other  tim- 
ber from  any  other  lands  of  the  United  States,  acquired, 
or  hereafter  to  be  acquired,  with  intent  to  export,  dis- 
pose of,  use,  or  employ  the  same  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever, other  than  for  the  use  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
Slates;  every  such,  person  or  persons  so  offending,  on 
conviction  thereof  before  any  court  having  competent 
jurisdiction,  shall,  for  every^uch  offenee,  pay  a  tine  not 
leHs  than  triple  the  value  of  the  tree  or  trees,  or  timber 
so  cut,  destroyed,  or  removed,  and  shall  be  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  twelve  months 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  the  master, 
owner,  or  consignee  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall,  know- 
ingly, take  on  board  any  timber  cut  on  lands  which  shall 
have  been  reserved  or  purchased  as  aforesaid,  without 
proper  atitbority,  and  for  the  use  of  the  navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  t  or  shall  take  on  board  any  live  oak  or  red 
cedar  timber  cut  on  any  other  lands  of  the  United  States, 
with  intent  to  transport  the  same  to  any  port  .or  place 
within  the  United  States,  or  to  export  the  same  to  any 
foreign  country,  the  ship  or  .vessel  on  board  of  which 
the  same  shall  be  taken,  transpoKed,  or  seized,  shall, 
with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  be  wholly  forfeit- 
ed to  tlie  United  States ;  and  the  captain  or  roaster  of 
such  ship  or  vessel  wlierein  the  same  shall  tuve  been  ex- 
ported to  any  foreign  country  against  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  sliall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  ;)tatc8  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  tfiousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  penalties 
and  .forfeitures  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  be  sued  for,  recovered  and  distributed,  and  account- 
ed for,  under  the  directions  of  the  SecretHry  of  the 
Navy,  and  shall  be  paid  over,  one  Jialf  tu  the  informer 
or  informers,  if  any,  or  captors,  where  ^eized,  and  ihe 
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other  hftlf  to  the  Comminionen  of  the  Navf  I'enmon 
fund,  for  th«  use  of  the  said  fund  ;  and  the  Coniaiisaioii- 
ers  of  the  said  ^nd  are  hereby  autiiorized  to  miti^te,  in 
whole  or  in  part»  and  on  such  temis  and  conditions  m, 
they  shall  deem  proper,  and  order,  in  writing,  any  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  incurred  under  this  act. 
Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  for  the  erection  of  a  public  building  at 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  said  Territory. 

Be  it  enaeltd^  &c.  That  the  Legislature  of  the  •Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
select,  or  cause  to  be  selected,  a  quantity  of  the  unap- 
propriated public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  not 
exceeding  ten  sections,  and  in  portions  not  less  than  one 
quarter  section,  which  is  hereby  granted  to  said  Terri- 
tory, fpr  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  for  the  erection  of 
a  public  building  at  Little  Rock,  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  said  Territoiy. 

Sec.  2.  ,Snd  he  it  further  enaetedt  That  the  Legisla- 
ture of  said  Territory  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authoriz- 
ed to  adopt  such  measures  for  the  sale  of  said  tract  of 
land,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  such  times  and  manner,  and 
convey  the  Aame  by  such  deeds,  as  they  shall  deem  ex- 
pedient ^  and  "upon  the  presentation  of  such  deeds  of 
conveyance  ss  shall  be  adopted  by  said  Legislature,  and 
given  to  the  purchasers,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  issue  patents  to  the  purchasers,  as  in  other  cases. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  confirming  the  selections  heretofore  made  of 
lands  for  the  construction  of  the  Michigan  Road  in  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

Be  it  enaetedf  &c  That  the  selections  and  locations 
heretofore  made  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  of  the  Michi- 
gan road  land8,so  iar  as  they  may  remain  unsokl,be,and  the 
same  are  hereby,  sanctioned  and  confirmed ;  and  that 
other  public  lands  in  Indiana,  in  lieu  of  those  already 
sold,  shall  be  selected  under  the  same  authority  that  the 
original  selections  and  locations  were  made  :  Protridedf 
that  n«  selections  or  locations  Ahalt  hereafter  be  made  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  until  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  shall  cause  to  be  made  to  the  General  Land,Ofiicer 
in  accurate  survey  and  plat  of  the  said  road  throughout  its 
entire  line. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrihcr  enacted^  Thkt  the  Land  Of- 
fice ra  at  Crawfordsvilie  and  Fort  Wayne  shall  be  duly  no- 
tified, by  the  State  authority,  of  the  selections  made  in 
virtue  of  this  act ;  after  which,  no  sales  thereof  sliall  be 
made. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  act,  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the 
further  extending  the  powera  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  tlie  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under  the 
act  of  the  twenty -si  jtth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  set,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
t)ie  further  extending  the  powera  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under  the 
act  of  tlie  twenty-sixth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  ami  for  other  purposes,"  ap- 
proved on  the  etgiith  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
iuindrcd  and  thirty,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extend- 
ed and  continued  in  furce  uiUVil  the  eighth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  two. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fnHher  enai^ed.  That  each  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas shall,  whilst  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed 
by4his  act,  be  allowed  at  the  ruteof  eight  hundrecf  dol- 


lars per  annum,  iff  tdditi«i*  to  their  nl^ss  Judgtsof 
the  Superior  Coort  for  the  said  Territory,  wbieh  anil)  be 
in  itill  for  their  aervieesi^  to  be  paid  out  of  any  nosey  it 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  af>proptialed. 
Approve^  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriatiQns  for  the  public  baili 
ings,  and  for  other  parpoaea^ 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.'  That  the  following  sums  be^and  the 
same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropriated,  to  be  pud 
out  oTairv  money  in  the  Treumry  not  otherwise  a{^TO> 
priated,  for  the  following  purposes,  that  is  to  siy  : 

For  completing  the  paimmg  of  the  Capitol,  tiirec 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  planting  and  improving  the  ground  within  the  es- 
closure  of  the  Capitol  square,  including  the  gardener^ 
salary  for  one  thousand  elgitt  hundred  and  thirty,  sndoie 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  tliirty-one^  and  pay  of  llbo^ 
crs,  three  thousand  dollare. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  estimates  of  (be 
year  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  twenty-nioe,  for 
finishing  gates  and  fences,  five  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  eighty -four  dollara. 

For  lighting  lamps  in  and  round  the  square,  and  eretf- 
ing  twenty-four  new  lamps,  one  thousand  five  bttadrcd 
dollars. 

For  alterations  and  repahv,  five  hundred  dvHars. 

For  new  htoves  for  warming  and  ventilating  the  Hi3 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  eight  himdred  d^ 
lara. 

For  purchaKng  Seneca  Stone,  flagginp  for  the  ter- 
race and  walks  adjoining  •  the  Capitol,  three  tbooswi 
dollars. 

For  employing  John  Frazee|to  execute  a  bust  of  i^ 
Jay  for  the  Supreme  Court*Room,  four  hundred  dolfais. 

For  painting  the  President's  House,  inside  sndost, 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  doUan. 

For  planting  and  improving  die  grounds  about  the  Pre> 
sident's  House,  includtrtjg^  the  gardener's  salaiy,  four  Ukmi- 
sand  dollara. 

For  alterations  and  repaira  of  the  President's  Hwk, 
five  hundred  dollars. 

J^'or  furniture,  and  repaiw  of  furniture,  five  thousani 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  Charles  Bolfinch,  late  ardiftect  d 
the  Capitol,  for  his  extra  services  in  planning  and  k^ 
intending  the  building  of  tiie  Penitehtianr  at  Wasbinf' 
ton,  the  Jail  in  Alexandria,  the  additional  buiMiaeifitf 
th«  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  and  for  allowance  fet 
returning  with  his  family  to  Boston,  eleven  hundred  dol* 
lara. 

Approve.!,  March  2, 1831. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 


B.  Hsnoos 


Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  proper  accounting  officer 
of  the  Treasury  be  authorixed  and  directed  to  alhiv  the 
representatives  of  J  C.  8.  Harrison,  late  Recehrcr  d 
Public  Money  at  Vincennes,  the  following  credita,  t? 
take  date  from  the  respective  times  the  money  was  pu^ 
or  the  services  rendered  by  said  Receiver,  vii :  one  th«i- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars  for  bringing  up  the  books  of 
Nathaniel  Ewing,  his  predecessor  ;  two  thousand  and  i^ 
teen  dollara  and  four  cents,  paid  out  under  a  deed  of  tios^ 
from  the  bank  of  Vincennes,  vrith  commissioos  oa  tbe 
same,  amounting  to  thirty  five  dollara  and  fifty-one  ceDt>. 
and  t))e  said  accounting  officere  are  hereby  authorised  t» 
settle  and  adjust  any  other  claims  of  the  late  ReceiTer, 
arising  from  the  discharge  of  hi^  ofiicial  duty,  upon  tM 
principles  of  justice  and  equity,  and  to  credit  the  am(»« 
thereof. 

Sec.  2.  Jfnd  be  a  farther  enaetedpThsit  after  the  fi«^ 
adjustment  of  said  accounts,  the  Secretaiy  cfthc  Trcasc^ 
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y  IS  hereby  authorized  to  allow  to  the  legal  reprcicnta- 
ives  aoil  heirs  of  saiil  receiver  the  period  of  eighteen 
'ears  to  pay  the  amouot  which  shall  be  found  due  from 
aid  Receiver,  without  interest,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be 
teemed  reasonable  and  equitable,  by  taking  a  lien  on  the 
state  of  the  said  Receiver,  or  such  other  security  as,  in 
lis  opinion,  will  secure  the  debt. 
Approved  March  2,  1831. 

VN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Richard   SmiUi  and   WiHianri 
Pearse,  the  second,  of  Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island.  . 

Be  it  enaded,  &c.  That  there  shall  be  issued,  ander 
he  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  register 
or  the  brig  Hope,  built  in  Holland,  bttt  now  owned  by 
lichard  Smith  and  William  Pearse,  tlie  second,  citizens 
)f  the  United  States,  and  now  lying  at  the  port  of  Bris- 
ul,  ill  Rhode  Island,  unseawortliy,  whenever  the  said 
Smith  and  Pearse  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
iury  with  satisfactory  proof  that  the  said  brig  l>as  been 
•ep'aired  in  the  Unitetf  States,  and  that  the  cost  of  repair- 
ng  her,  by  her  present  owners,  exceeds  three-fourths 
>f  the  original  cost  of  building  a  I'cssel  of  the  same  ton- 
lage  in  the  Unitted  States. 

Approved  March  2,  1831. 

IN  ACT  to  authorize  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  publiclands  between  Chipola  River 
and  Saint  Andrew's  Bay,  in  West  Florida. 

Be  it  enaefed,  &c.  That  the  Territory  of  Florida  be 
ind  is  hereby,  authorized  to  survey  and  mark,  through 
he  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  the  ro4i«e  of  a  canal 
ly  which  to  connect  the  navigation  of  the  river  Chipola 
md  Saint  Andrew's  liny,  in  West  Florida^  and  to  Cut  the 
tame  through  the  public  lands;  and  ninety  feet  of  land  on 
(scti  side  of  said  canal  shall  be  reserved  Irom  sale  on  the 
)art  of  the  United  States,  ami  the  use  thereof  be  forever 
rested  in  the  Territory,  or  such  company  as  shall  be  or- 
ganized by  them,  for  a  canal,  and  for  no  other  purpose 
whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And Uit  further  etuicUd^  That  if  the  said  Ter- 
•itory  shall  not  survey,  and  direct  by  bw,  said  canal  to 
>e  opened,  andfumish  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
f^nd  Office  a  map  thereof,  within  two  years  from  and 
ifter  the  date  of  this  act,  or  if  the  said  canal  be  not  com- 
)1eted  suitably  for  navigation  within  five  years  thereaf- 
er,  or  if  safd  land  hereby  granted  shall  ever  cease  to  be 
iscd  and  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  constnicting  and 
leeping  in  repair  a  canal  suitable  for  navigation,  tlie  re- 
»ervation  and  grant  aforesaid  shall  be  void  and  of  no  ef- 
ret  :  Pro0ii£r^,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contain/^d,  or  that 
4iall  be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  to 
mply  any  obligation,  •n  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
ippropriatc  hioney  to  defray  the  expense  of  surveying 
ur  opening  said  canal  :  And  pr&fiidt-d  likewise.  That  tlie 
aid  canal,  when  completed  by  said  Terrilcry,  or  by  an 
ncorporated  company  under  the  aiitl)ority  of  the  same, 
hall  be,  and  forever  remain,  a  public  highway  for  tlie 
•seofthe  Government  of  the  United  States,  free  from 
ny  toll  or  charge  whatever  for  any  property  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  or  persons  in  their  service  on  public  business 
)asslng  through  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  every  section  of 
and  through  which  said  canal  route  may  pass,  shall  be, 
nd  the  lame  is  hereby  reserved  from  sale,  under  the  di- 
cclion  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  until 
lereafler  specially  directed  by  Uw  «  and  the  said  Terri- 
ory,  or  company  incorporated  by  them,  are  hereby  au- 
liorized,  without  waste,  to  use  any  niiderials  on  the  pub- 
ic  lands  atijacent  to  said  canal  that  may  be  necessary  to 
t^  construction. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  fiirihtr  enacted^  That  llic  said  Terri- 
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tor}',  or  any  incorporated  company  under  their  authority, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  open,  through  the 
public  fand«  of  the  United  States,  a  canal  from  M»tanzas 
lo  rialifax  River,  in  East  Florida,  upon  flie  same  condi- 
tions, restrictions,  and  limitatioiiK,  in  every  respect,  us 
are  prescribed  In  the  foreg<»ing  pnn'isions  of  this  act  ? 
and  liie  same  lands  shall  be  ri'served,  in  like  manner, 
for  the  objects  specified,  and  for  no  other. 
Approved  :  ^larch  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  Patent  of  John  Adamson,  fbr  a 
further  period  of  fourteen  years. 

Be  it  enacted^  Ue.  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  grant- 
ed unto  John  Adamson,  a  citizen  of  (he  United  States, 
his  heirs,  administrators,  and  assigns,  for  the  term  of 
fourteen  years,  from  the  12th  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  the  full  and  exclusive 
right  and  liberty  of  making,  constructing,  using,  and 
vending  to  others,  to  be  used,  Ivs  improves <  \  called 
a  '^Floating  Dry  Dock."  a  description  of  which  is  given 
in  a  schedule  annexed  to  letters  patent  granted  to  the 
said  John  Adamson,  for  the  same,  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Approved :  l^Iarch  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  State  of  Illinois  to  stiiTender 
a  township  of  land  granted  to  said  State  for  a  seminary 
of  learning,  and  to  locate  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  State  of  Illinois  be,  and  is 
hereby  authorized  to  relinquish  to  the  United  States, 
township  number  five,  north  of  rang^  number  one  west, 
situate  in  the  county  of  Fayette,  in  said  State,  heretofore 
granted  to  the  said  State  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of 
learning,  and  to  locate  upon  the  public  lands  within  said 
State,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  bylaw,  one  entire 
township  of  land,  or  a  quantity  of  land  equal  thereto,  in 
tracts  of  not  less  than  the  quarter  of  a  section. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  establish  ports  of  delivery  at  Port  Pontchar- 
traih  and  Delaware  City,  and  for  other  pirrposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  esta- 
blished at  Port  Ponlchartrain,  on  Lake  Pontchartrain,  a 
port  of  delivers',  that  a  Surveyor  shall  be  appointed  to 
reside  at  said  port,  that  all  ships  and  vessels  bound  to 
said  port,  shall,  after  proceeding  thereto,  and  making 
report  and  entry  at  tlic  port  cf  New  OHeans,  within  the 
time  limited  by  law,  be  permitted  to  unlade  their  cargoes 
at  the  said  port  under  the  rules  and  regidations  prescrib- 
ed by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  vessels 
about  to  depart  from  the  said  port  for  foreign  ports  and 
places  shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out  with  their  cargoes 
at  the  custom-house  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  de- 
part  under  the  same  rules,  regulations,  and  restrict ions« 
aud  in  every  respect  in  the  same  manner,  as  vessels  clear- 
ing out  and  departing  for  foreign  ports  and  places  from 
the  said  city  of  New  Orleans  by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi 
River;  and  goods  imported  into  the  United  States,  and 
exported  from  said  port,  shall  be  entitled  to  tlie  benefit 
of  a  drawback  of  the  duties  upon  exportation  to  any  fo- 
reign |>ortor  place,  under  the  same  provisions,  regula- 
tions, restrietiona  and  limitations,  as  if  the  said  goods, 
wai^s,  and  merchandise  liad  been  exported  directly  from 
New  Orleans,  by  way  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  Delaware  City, 
in  the  District  of  Delaware,  shall  be  a  port  of  delivery  $ 
and  a  Surveyor  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  reside  at 
■aid  city. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  collection 
district  be,  and  is  hereby  established  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  which  shall  include  all  the  sorts,  liarbors,  shores, 
and  waters  of  the  main  land  in  Florida,  and  of  the  islands 
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oppoute  and  nearest  thereto,  ih>ni  Saint  Mary's  to  the 
south  side  of  Saint  John's,  to  be  called  the  Saint  John's 
District,  and  a  port  of  entry  shall  be  established  at  such 
point  on  the  Saint  John's  River,  as  the  President  nuiy 
direct,  and  a  Collector  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  give 
the  same  bond,  perform  the  same  duties,  and  be  entitled 
to  the  same  compensation  and  fees,  as  the  collectors  in 
other  districts  in  Florida. 

Seo.  5.  Jtnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  Prospect,  in  the 
District  of  Belfast,  In  the  State  of  Maine,  shall  be  a  poK 
of  delivery ;  and  that  a  Surveyor  shall  be  appointigd,  who 
shall  reside  at  that  place. 

Sec.  6.  And  ht  tt  further  enacted.  That  the  ports  of 
Kennebunk,  in  the  State  of  Elaine,  and  Middletown,  in 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  be,  and  tliey  are  hereby,  made 
ports  of  entry  for  vessels  arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  from  places  beyond  the  same. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  executor  of  Stephen  Tippctt 
to  locate  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  • 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  legal  representatives  of 
Stephen  Tippett  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
locate  and  enter  a  tract  of  land  of  fifteen  arpens  front,  oy 
the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpens,  witliin  the  counties 
of  Attakapas  and  Opelousas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
under  a  grant  of  Baron  de  Carondelet  of  the  twenty-first 
of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetyndx 
Provided,  however.  That  the  location  authorized  to  be 
made  under  this  act  shall  not  be  made  so  as  to  interfere 
with  the  claims  of  others. 

Approved :  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  George  Johnston. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  George  Johnston  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  released  from  the  effects  of  the  judgment  ob- 
tained against  him  by  the  United  States,  in  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  first  judicial  district,  as 
one  dfthe  sureties  of  Beniamin  F.  Bourne,  late  a  Purser 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  SUtcs. 

Approved;  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  J.  N.  Cardoso. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  Tliat  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  make  such  deduc- 
tions from  the  amount  of,  the  debt  due  by  Jacob  N. 
Cardozo  to  the  United  SUtes,  and  such  extension  of  the 
time  for  the  payment  thereof,  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be 
consistent  with  equity  and  Justice. 

Approved:  March  2, 1832. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Cleer,  of  MaryUnd. 

Beit  ehaeted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  au- 
thorized  and  directed  to  place  the  name  of  Peter  Cleer 
on  the  roll  of  revolutionary  pensions,  and  to  cause  him 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nineleelh  day  of  December  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Approved:  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Crocker. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  SecreUry  of  War  be,  and 
be  hereby  is,  directed  to  restore  the  name  of  Jonathan 
Crocker  to  the  roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  and  to 
cause  him  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  fh>m  and  after  the  third  day  of  March  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

Approved:  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Barnes. 
Beit  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed  to  cause  to  be  paid  to  Hugh  Barnes, 


an  invalid  pensioner  of  the  United  States,  an  aoreArage  of 
pension  withheld  from  him,  in  consequence  of  &  mistake 
made  by  the  examining  surgeon  in  September,  one  tlioo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  being  in  addition  to 
what  he  has  received,  at  the  rate  often  dollars  per  montli, 
from  the  fourtli  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  to  the  twenty-second  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  andtweoty-four, 
when  his  pension  of  twenty  dollars  per  month  wms  res- 
tored to  him. 

Approved:  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Becker. 

Be  U  enacted,  &c.  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  ait- 
thorized  and  directed  to  place  Henry  Becker  on  ibe  list 
of  invalid  pensioners,  at  the  rate  of  eig;ht  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Januarjv  ai^e 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-atz. 

AN  ACT  confirming  the  claim  of  John  B,  Toulmin  to  t 

lot  in  the  city  of  Mobile. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  John  B.  Toulmin  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  confirmed  in  his  claim  to  a  l<it  in  the  city  of  Mf»- 
bile,  bounded  west  by  Saint  Joseph  street,  north  by 
Saint  Anthony  street,  and  on  ihe  east  by  Royal  streei, 
originally  granted  to  John  I/inder:  Fromideef^  katcem. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  ao  oofistmcti 
as  to  prevent  adverse  claimants  from  aMertin^^  their  rigbti 
in  a  court  of  justice. 

Approved:  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  extension,  conatroction,  aaJ 
use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  tlie  Baltimore  and  Obio  fSail 
Hoad,  into  and  within  the  District  of  Colanabia. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  to  this  nreaent  Congress 
tliat  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Roaa  Compamy,  incor- 
porated by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mjaybod, 
entitled  **  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Baltimore  mad  OKb 
Rail  Road  Company, "passed  the  twenty-eigfatb  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  seven,  arc  dcsripjs 
under  tlie  powers  which  they  claim  to  be  vested  in  then 
by  the  provisions  of  the  before-recited  act,  to  construct  t 
lateral  branch  fi*om  the  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bid 
Road  to  the  District  of  Columbia.     Therefnre, 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  Baltimore  and  Obio  UaiI 

Road  Company,  incorjf orated  by  the  said  act  of  the  Ger  - 

eral  Assembly  of  Maryland,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereb) 

authorized  to  extend  into  and  witiiin  the  District  of  Ci.> 

lumbia  a  lateral  rail  road,  such  as  the  said  company  skili 

construct,  or  cause  to  be  constructed,  in  a  direction  to 

wards  the  said    District,  in  connexion  with  tbe  rail  roiJ 

which    they  have  located,  and    aro  constructing;  from 

the  city  of  Baltimore   to  the  Ohio   river,  iri    poiaaaiice 

of  their  said  act  of  incorporation:  and  the    aaid  BaJt- 

timore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company  are  hereby  autbs- 

rized  to  exeroisc  the  same  powers,  rights,  und  privikj- 

es,  und  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  restrictions,  in  th: 

extension  and  construction  of  the  said  lateral    rail  rnd 

into  and  within  the  said  District,  as  they  n»ay  cxcr 

cise,  or  arc  subject  to,  under  and  by  virtue  of  their  si::! 

charter  or  act  of  incorporation,  in  the  extennoa  and  c<h  • 

struction  of  any  rail  road  within  the  State  of  Maryland 

and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  riglils,  coi»pensatici» 

benefiU  and  immunities^  in  the  use  of  the  said  road,  ar'' 

in  regard  thereto,  as  are  provided  in  thehr  said  cbarter,  e3 

cept  the  right  to  construct  any  lateral  rail  road  or  r^taA 

within  the  said  District  from  the  said  lateral  branch  or  rod 

hereby  authorized;  it  being  expressly  understood  tSul 

the  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio   Rail  Road  Cooapaay  sn^^ 

have  power  only  to  construct  ftom  the  ssdd  Baltimore  sr 

Ohio  Rad  Road  one  lateral  road  within  the  said  Dtstn. 

to  some  point  or  terminus  within  the  City  and  CouBt> 
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^Vashingtotit  to  be  determined  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
nentioned  :  Provided,  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  'I'hat  be- 
ore  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  liuad  Company  afore 
Aid  shall  proceed  to  construct  any  rati  road  which  they 
nay  lay  out  or  locate,  on»  through,  or  over  any  land  or 
mprovementii,  or  to  use,  take   for  use  any  earth,  stone, 
)r  other  materials,  on  any  land  within  the  said  Bistrict, 
hey    shall  first  obtain  tlie   assent  of  the  owner  of  such 
and,  improvements,  or  materia^  or,  if  such  owner  shall 
>c  absent  from  said  District,  or  shall  refuse  to  give  such 
ksseiit  on  such  terms  as  the  said  Company  shall  approve, 
)r,  because  of  infancy,  coverture,  insanity,  or  any  other 
^use,  shall  be  legally  incapable  of  giving  such  assent, 
hen  it  shall  be  lawfut  for  the  said  company  to  apply  to  a 
lustice  of  the  peace  of  the  County  of  Wulungton,  who 
^hall    thereupon   issue  his.  wftrrant,    under   his    hand 
mcl  seal,  directed  to  the  Marshal  of  the  said  District, 
-equiring    him    to  summon  a  jury  of  twenty    inhabi- 
aius  of  the  said  Dutrict,  none  of  whom  shall  be   in- 
lerejited,  or  related  to  any  person  interested,  in  the  land 
)r  materials  required  .for  the  construction  of  tlie  sa  d 
-ail  road,  or  a  stockholder,  or  related  to  any  stockholder, 
n  the  said  company,  to  meet  on  the  land,  or  near  to  the 
t>ther  property  or  materials  so  required,  on  a  day  named 
111  s*tch  warauit,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  fifteen 
Jays  after  issuing  the  same,  to  proceed  to  value  the  dam- 
iges  which  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  such  land  or  other 
property  will  sustain  by  the  use   or  occupation  of  the 
iame,  requif  ed  by  tlie  said  company  (  and  the  proceed- 
ing^^ duty,  and  authority  of  the  said  Marshal,  in  regard  to 
iucli  warrant  and  jury,  and  the  oatli  or  affirmation  to  be 
idministered,  and  inquisition  to  be  made  and  returned, 
diall  be  the  same  as  are  directed  and  authorized  in  regard 
:o  the  Sheriff,  by  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  said  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  incor- 
porating tlie  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kail  Uoad  Compa- 
ny ;  and  all  the  other  proceedings  in  regard  to  such  jury, 
ind  the  estimating  and  valuation  of  damages,  and  the  pay- 
ment or    tender    of  payment  of  any    damages    ascer- 
tained by  such  valuation   and    effect  thereof,   and  of 
:he     view     of  any   kmds,  or   other   property,   or  ma- 
erials,  as   to    giving  tiie   said     company   a   right    to 
ise  the  same  for  the  use  or  construction  of  any  rail 
•oad  within  the  said  District,  as  hereby  authorized,  shall, 
n  every  case,  and  in  eveiy  respect,  be  the  same  as  is  pro- 
vided in  and  by  the  abovementioned  act  of  incorporation 
n  regard  to    the    rail   road  thereby  authorized  to    be 
:onstructed  by  said  Company:    Provided,  also,  and  be 
i  enacted,  Tliat  whenevcrr  the  said  company,  in  the  con- 
ttruction  of  a  rail  road  into  or  within  the  said  District,  as 
lutborized  by  this  act,  shall  find  it  necessary  to  cross  or 
ntersect  any   established  road,  street  or  other  way,  it 
>hall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  said  company  so  to  construct  the 
(aid    rail    road,    across    such  established   road,    street 
>r  other   way,    as '  not    to    impede    the    passage    or 
ransportation     of    persona    or    property    along     the 
^^^  •  ,^^»    where    it  shall   be  necessary  to  pass  the 
aid  rail  road   through  the    land  of  any  inrhvidual  with- 
n  the  said  District,  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Company  to  provide  for  such   individual  proper  wagon 
vays  across  the  said  rail  road,  from  one  part  of  his  land 
o  the  otlier ;  but  nothing  herein  cont&ined  shall  be  so 
oiistrued  as  to  authorize  the  entry  by  the  said  Company 
tpon  any  lot  or  square,  or  upon  any  part  of  any  lot  or 
quare,  owned  by   the  United    SUtes,  or  by  any  otiicr 
*ody  or  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  or  by  any  individual 
f  individuals,  within  the  limits  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
tgton,  for  tlie  purposes  aforesaid,  of  locating  or  con- 
tructi ng  the  said  road,  or  of  excavating  the  same,  or  for 
tie  purpose  of  taking  therefrom  any  material,  or  for  any 
ther  purpose  or  uses  whatsoever!  but  the  said  com- 
>any,  in  passing  into  the  District  aforesaid,  and  construct. 
»g  the  said  road  within  the  lame,  shall  eoter  the  City  of  | 


Washington  at  such  place,  and  shall  pass  along  such 
public  street  or  alley,  to  such  point  or  terminus,  within 
the  said  city,  as  tlie  said  company  sliall  find  best  calcula- 
ted to  promote  the  obiects  of  said  road :  Provided,  That 
the  level  of  said  road  within  the  said  city  sliall  conform 
to  the  present  gradiuition  of  the  streets,  unless  the  said 
Corporation  shall  agree  to  a  difTcrent  level :  Jind  provid' 
ed,  also,  l*bat  the  said  company  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  take  or  terminate  the  said  rtmd  west  of  the  west  side 
of  seventh  street  west :  And  provided,  also.  That  the 
said  road  shall  not  cross,  or  interfere  with,  or  infringe  en 
the  existing  Washington  City  Canal,  or  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  their  waters  or  basins,  or  any  other  ca- 
nal which  may  hereafter  be  projected  and  executed  to 
connect  the  said  Chesapeake  and  Oliio  Canal  with  the 
aforesaid  Waslungton  City  Canal  Jn  its  whole  extent  to 
the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac  :  Provided,  also.  The 
rate  actually  charged  and  received  on  all  that  part  of  said 
road  within  the  D'istrict  sHall  not  exceed  three  cents  a 
ton  per  mile  for  toll,  and  three  cents  a  ton  per  mile  for 
transportation,  except  as  hereinafter  specified,  and  shall 
be  the  same  each  way  :  Provided,  also.  That  the  privi- 
leges granted  by  Uiis  bill  to  the  aforesaid  rail  road  com- 
pany shall  be  upon  the  condition  that  the  said  company 
shall  charge  the  same  rate  of  toll  upon  the  same  articles 
going  east  and  west  between  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  be  il  Jk§rthir  enacted.  That  in  addition  to 
the  charges  authorized  by  said  act  of  incorporation  to  be 
made  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Company 
aforesaid,  the  said  company  shall  be  authorized,  wiUiin 
the  said  District,  to  make  an^  special  contract  with  any 
corporation,  company  or  individual,  fur  the  exclusive  tise 
of  any  car,  or  of  any  part  of,  or  place  in,  any  car,  or 
other  carriage,  on  any  rail  road  constructed  by  the  said 
company,  for  a  specified  time  or  distance,  or  btith,  or  for 
the  receipt  and  delivery,  or  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandise or  other  valuable  articles,  in  boxes,  parcels,  or 
packages,  weighing  less  than  one-tenth  of  a  ton,  on  such 
terms  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  on  between  the  par- 
ties :  Proviaed,  That  the  charge  for  the  transportation 
of  merchandize  or  other  valuable  articles  shall  not  ex- 
ceed one  cent  per  mile  fur  any  single  box,  parcel,  or 
package  weighing  less  than  fifty  pounds,  and  measuring 
in  size,  not  more  than  two  cubic  feet  {  and  for  any  hea- 
vier or  larger  box,  parcel,  or  package,  weighing  less 
than  one-tenth  of  a  ton,  not  more  than  two  cents  per 
mile.  And  the  said  company,  in  all  cases  where  the 
whole  of  the  merchandise,  p nxiuce,  or  other  property, 
transported  on  their  rail  road  within  the  said  District,  at 
anv  one  time,  belonging  to  the  same  person,  co-partner- 
ship, or  corporation,  shall  weigh  less  than  a  ton,  and 
more  than  half  a  ton,  sliall  be  entitled  to  charge  and  re- 
ceive, for  the  transportation  thereof,  at  the  same  rate 
per  mile  as  if  it  weighed  a  full  ton  \  and  if  the  same  shall 
weigh  less  than  half  a  ton,  the  charge  per  mile  may  be 
the  same  as  for  half  a  ton  ;  always  esdmating  a  ton 
weight  to  be  two  thousand  pounds. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  compa- 
ny are,  also,  hereby  empowered  to  make  such  special 
contract  with  any  duly  authorized  officer  or  agent  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail,  or  the 
transportation  of  persons  or  property  for  the  uie  of  the 
United  States,  on  any  rail  road  which  Ikui  been,  oi*  shall 
be  constructed  by  the  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  lioad 
Company,  on  such  terms  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the 
competent  officer  or  authority  ;  and  in  all  such  instan- 
ces, to  receive  the  compensation  so  agreed  for,  accord- 
ing tp  the  terms  of  each  contract 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  rail- 
road company  may  charge  and  receive,  for  taking  up 
and  setting  down  any  passen|;er  or  traveller  within  the 
Bistrict,  conveyed  a  shorter  distance  than  four  miles,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  twelve  and  a  half  Cents. 
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Sec.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  I'hat  unlets  the  said 
company  shall  commence  the  said  lateral  rail  road  within 
one  year,  and  complete  the  same  with  at  least  one  set  of 
tracks,  within  four  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 
then  this  act,  and  ail  the  rights  and  privileges  thereby 
g^nted,  shall  cease  and  determine. 

Sec.  6.  Sndbeit  further  enacted.  That  nothing  herein 
contained,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  Con- 
gress'oF  the  United  States  from  granting  the  same  or  si- 
milar privileges  to  those  hereby  granted  to  any  other 
company  or  companies,  incorporated  or  to  be  incorpora- 
ted by  the  States  of  Maryland  or  Virginia,  or  by  Con- 
gress, or  from  autliorizing,  by  any  future  law,  such  ad- 
ditional rail  road  or  roads,  in  connexion  with  said  road, 
so  as  to  extend  the  same  road,  or  to  construct  others  con- 
nected therewith,  to  such  parts  of  the  District  as  from 
time  to  time  may  be  required  by  the  convenience  ot 
those  parts  of  the  District  into  which  the  said  company 
are  now  restrained  from  carr}'ing  said  road,  or  from  en- 
acting such  rules  and  regulations,  prescribing  the  speed 
of  cars  or  carriages  passing  over  said  road,  aud  other 
matters  relating  thereto,  necessary  for  the  security  of 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  l)i8* 
trict,  it)  such  manner  as  to  the  present  or  any  future 
Congress  shall  seem  expedient  :  And  provided,  nevertkc' 
leu.  That  nothing  herein  contained  sludl  be  construed  to 
give  any  rights  or  privileges  to  the  said  company^  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  State  of 
Maryland  shall  deterri^ine  to  construct  a  mil  way  between 
the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
shall  incorporate  a  company  for  the  same  purpose,  then 
similar  rights,  privilegres,  immunities,  and  powers,  con- 
ferred by  tliis  act  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  llail  Road, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  conferred  on  tlic  State  of 
Maryland,  or  any  company  which  may  be  incorporated 
by  it  for  the  same  purpose,  within  one  year  after  the 
passage  of  this  act. 

Approved:  March 2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  ascertain  and  mark  the  line  between  the 
State  of  Alabama  and  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the 
northern  boimdary  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  he-  That  the  President  of  tl>e  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
run  and  marked  tl»e  boundary  line  between  the  State  of 
Alabama  and  the  Territory  of  Florida,  by  the  Sun  eyors 
General  of  Alabama  and  Florids,  on  the  thirty  first  de- 
gree of  north  latitude  ?  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Surveyor  General  of  Florida  to  connect  the  public  sur- 
veys on  both  sides  with  the  line  so  run  and  marked. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  patents  sliall 
be  issued  for  such  tracts  of  laud  as  were  sold  and  paid 
for  at  tlie  land  office  at  Tallahassee,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida, as  are  found  to  be  situate  witliin  the  limits  of  the 
district  of  lauds  subject  to  sale  at  Sparta,  in  Alabamft, 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  act  organizing*  that  district ; 
and  the  said  entries  and  sales  shall  be  as  valid,  in  every 
respect,  as  if  they  had  been  made  in  the  land  district  of 
Alabama. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  hereby  autliorizeil  to  cause  the 
Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States  for  the  SUtcs  of 
Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to 
act  as  a  Commissioner  on  th«  part  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  he  shall  be  duly  informed  that  the  Government 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  have  appointed  a  Commis- 
sioner on  its  p.art,  the  two  to  form  n  board,  to  ascertain, 
Hurvey,  and  mark  the  northern  line  of  the  State  of  Il- 
linois, as  defined  in  the  act  of  Congress,  entiUed  "  An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  llfmois  Territory  to  fonn 
a  Consticutiun  and  Slate  Government,  &c.''  passed  tlie 


eighteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  sm^ 
eighteen  ;  and,  in  case  of  vacancy  in  said  oHice  of  Co« 
missioncr,  or  of  his  baring  unable  to  act  Iroin  any  oiuv, 
the  President  is  authorized  to  fill  such  vacmncv  bv  tlie 
appointment  of  some  other  qualified  person,  vhenevcr 
it  may  be  necessary,  until  the  object  of  the  commissie^ 
shall  be  attained. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  ftvlher  enacted.  That  the  said  Boaid 
ot  Commissioners  sluiU  have  power  to  employ  tlie  ntan- 
sarv  surveyors  and  laborers,  and  shall  meet  at  soch  ime 
and  place  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Government  of  the  Stale  of  IV 
liuots,  and  proceed  to  ascertain,  survey  and  nark  the 
said  Northern  line  of  the  State  of  lltinoia,  and  report 
their  proceedings  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
ind  the  Gcvemor  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  Preside  i 
may  allow  to  the  said  Commissioner  of  the  United  States, 
such  compensation  for  his  services  as  shaH  seem  to  b^n 
reasonable  :  Provided,  it  does  not  exceed  the  aHovanct 
made  by  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  CoHunisBaoiier  nn  ft« 
part ;  and  the  said  allowance,  together  with  one  half  ef 
tlie  necei^^ry  expenses  of  said  board,  and  the  siir\ejar^ 
and  laborers,  and  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  Sib^ 
yeyors  General  of  the  State  of  Alabama  and  the  Ton- 
tory  of  Florida,  and  the  necessary  expenses  incurred  by 
them  in  nmning  and  marking  said  line  between  said  Stitc 
and  Territory,  shall  be  paid  from  Uic  I'reasury  of  tin 
Unite<l  States,  out  of  any  money  not  oUierwise  appit»- 
priated  ;  and,  to  enable  the  President  to  carry  this  sc< 
into  effect,  there  is  hereby  appropriated  the  sum  of  tv^' 
thousand  dolkrs. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  merchandb*^ 
imported  into  Pittsburff,  Wheeling,  Cinciniiatti,  Ijom^ 
ville,  St.  Louis,  Nashville,  and  Natchez,  to  be  scair;(! 
and  paid  at  th<}se  places. 

Be  it  enadedj  ]kc.  That  when  any  goods,  wares,  or  ner 
chandisc,  are  to  be  imported  from  any  fbreigii  coa»(ri, 
into  Pittsburg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania*  Wheel  r-. 
in  the  State  of  Vir^nia,  Cinciimati,  in  the  Slate  ot  Oh>-, 
Louisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  St.  J^outs,  in  fh>: 
State  of  Missouri,  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennts^ee^ 
or  into  Natchez,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  »  the  impf«r 
ter  therof  shall  deposite  in  the  custody  of  the  Snrre^T' 
of  the  place  a  schedule  of  the  goods  so  intended  t;.' 
be  imported,  with  an  estimate  of 'tlKiir  cost  ut  the  plr.r 
of  exportation  \  whereupon  the  said  Surveyor  shaH  lE^t? 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  duties  laccruti^  en  t^c 
same,  and  tlie  importer  or  consignee  sliall  give  hw*\ 
with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Surrejor. 
in  double  tho  amo«nit  of  the  duties  su  estimatetl,  co^xl  - 
tioned  for  the  payment  of  tlie  duties  on  such  raerda>  < 
disc,  ascertained  as  hereinafter  directed ;  ami  the  Stir^^r- 
or  shall  forthwith  notify  the  Collector  at  Near  01can»  oi 
the  same,  by  forwarding  to  him  a  copy  trf"  said  boml  vta 
schedule. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.    That  the  import-  • 
or  his  agent,  is  hereby  autliortzed  to  enter  any  mcrchv 
dize,  imported,  as  aforesaid,  hy  the  way  of  New  Or*-e^»^ 
at  that  port,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by  law  ;  x^-i 
the  Collector  shall  grant  a  permit  for  the  lamfang  there-s'. 
and  cause  the  duties  to  be  ascertained  as  in  other  csa*  - 
the  said  goods  remaining  in  the  custody  of  the  ColWcu 
until  re^shipped  for  the  place  of  destination  ;   unJ  •.» 
Collector  shall  certify  to  the  Surveyor  at  such  place    > 
amount  of  such  duties,  wliich  the  said  Sur**cyar  shall  c 
ter  on  the  margin  of  the  bond,  as  aforesaid  given  to  *^ 
cure  the  same,  which  goods  sUiJl  be  delivered  hy  l- 
Collector  to  the  agent  of  the  importer  or  consignct^,  ^'•. 
ly  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  for  shipment  tcj  vr 
place  of  importaUoOy  aiid  the  master  or  cocnmanCeT  t. 
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every  steamboat^  or  other  vessel,  in  which  such  merchan- 
dise shall  be  transported,  shall,  previouslj  to  her  depar- 
lure  from  New  Orleans,  deliver  to  the  Collector  duplicate 
inani  Tests  of  such  merchandise,  specifying  the  marks  and 
Slumbers  of  every  case,  bag*,  box,  chest,  or  package, 
containing  the  same,  with  the  name  and  place  of  resi- 
dence of  every  importer  qr  consignee  of  such  merchan- 
dise, and  the  quantity  shipped  to  each,  to  be  by  him  sub- 
scribed, and  to  the  truth  of  which  be  shall  swear  or  af- 
iirm,  and  that  the  said  goods  have  been  received  on  board 
his  vessel ;  stating  the  name  of  the  agent,  who  shipped 
the  same  ;  and  tlie  said  Collector  shall  certify  the  facts, 
as  aforesaid,  ori  the  manifests,  one  of  .which  he  shall  re- 
turn to  the  master,  with  a  permit  thereto  annexed,  au- 
thorizing him  to  proceed  to  the  placf  of  his  destination; 
Sbc.  3.  Jtnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  steam- 
boat or  other  vessel,   having  merchandise  on  hoard,  im- 
ported   as  aforesaid,  shall  depart    from  New    Orleans 
without  having  complied  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
the  master  thereof  snail  forfeit  five  hundred  dollars  ;  and 
the  master  of  any  such  boat  or  vessel,  arriving  at  either 
of  the  ports  above  named,  on  board  of  which  merchan- 
dise, as  aforesaid,   shall  have  been  shipped  at  New* Or- 
le»n<(,  shall  within  eighteen  hours  next  after  the  arrival, 
and  previously  to  unloading  any  part  of  said  merchandise, 
deliver  to  the  Surveyor  of  such  port  the  manifest  of 
the  same,  ccrtified,as  aforesaid,  by  the  Collector  of  New 
Orleans,  and  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  before  the 
said  Surveyor  that  there  was  not,  when  he  departed  from 
New  Orleans,  any  more  or  othet*  goods  on  board  such 
boat  or  vessel, imported  as  aforesaid,  than  is  therein  men 
tioned  ;  whereupon  the  Surveyor  shall  cause  the  said 
casks,  bags,  boxes,  chests,  or  packages,  to  be  inspected, 
and   compared  with  the  manifests,  and  the  same  being 
Ulentiiied,he  shall  g^rant  a  permit  for  unloading  the  same, 
or  such  part  thereof  as  the  master  shall  request,  and, 
when  a  part  only  of  such  merchandise  is  intended  to  be 
lander,  the  Surveyor  shall  make  an  endorsement  on  the 
hack  of  the  manifestSsdesignating  such  part,  specifying  the 
articles  to  be  landed,  and  sliall  return  tlie  manifc&ts  to  the 
master,  endorsing  thereon  his  permission  to  such  boat  or 
vessel  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  ita  destination  ;  and,  if 
the  master  of  such  steamboat  or  vessel  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  deliver  the  manifests  within  the  time  herein  di- 
rected, he  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dollars. 

Skc.  4.  Jndbe  ilfttrther  enacted.  That  the  Collector  of 
the  port  of  New  Orleans  shs^l  permit  no  entry  to  be  made 
of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  where  the  duty  on  the 
sa  ne  shall  exceed  the  amount  of  the  bond  deposited  with 
the  Surveyor,  as  aforesaid,  nor  shall  tlie  safd  Surveyor  re- 
ceive the  boiul  of  any  persoti  not  entitled  to  a  credit  at 
the  custom  house,  or  for  a  sum  less  than  fidy  dollars,  and 
that,  A'hen  the  said  bond  shall  have  been  completed,  and 
the  actual  amount  of  duty  ascertained  and  certified  on 
the  margin,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Sur- 
veyor of  the  port  where  the  bond  is  taken,  to  depusite 
the  same  for  collection  in  such  bank  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  5.  And  be^  it  further  enaeted,ThAt  where  Surveyors 
are  not  already  appointed  in  any  of  the  [Haces  mention- 
ed in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  a  suitable  person  shall 
be  appointed  for  such  places,  and  on  all  sudi  Surveyors, 
whether  appointed  or  to  be  appointed,  shall  devolve  tlie 
duties  prescribed  by  this  act  in  addition  to  the  customaiy 
duties  performed  by  that  officer  in  other  places  ;  and  the 
Surveyor  at  each  of  said  places  shall,  before  taking  the 
oulh  of  office,  give  security  to  the  tTnitcd  States  for  the 
fUithfal  performance  of  all  his  duties,  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollaro,  and  shall  receive  in  addition  to  his 
customary  fees,  an  annual  Sidary  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  Provided,  that  no  salary  arising  under  this 
act,  shall  commence  until  its  provisiotis  shall  take  effect, 
and.merchaudise  may  be  imported  under  its  authority. 


Sxc.  6«  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penalties  and 
forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act  shall  be  sued  for, 
recovered,  distributed  and  accounted  for,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'*  passed  on 
the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  act,entit]ed  "  An  act  to  provide 
for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  fbrfeitures,  penaHie8,and 
disabilities,  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mention- 
ed,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

Approved,  Bilarch2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  the  act  to  establish  the  District  of 

Blakely. 

Se  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
establish  the  District  of  Blakely,"  approved  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  No  well. 

Be  it  enacted,  fcc.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to 
be  paid  to  Samuel  Nowell,  of  New  Hampshire,  a  pension 
of  eight  dollars  per  month  during  his  natural  life,  com- 
mencing on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance  Company  in 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  subscribers  to  this  com- 
pany, their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  created  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  the  '*  Potomac  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Georgetown  ;"  and  shall  by  that  name  have  suc- 
cession, and  shall  be  able  to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and 
be  impleaded,  in  all  courts  of  law  in  the  United  States, 
and  to  make  and  use  one  common  seal,  arul  the  same  to 
alter  and  amend  at  their  pleasure. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  subscriptions 
be  opened  in  Georgetown,  in  the  District  aforesaid^  un- 
der the  direction  of  Francis  Dodge,  Raphael  Semmes, 
Wa'ter  Smith,  John  Kurtz,  William  S.  NicholKs,  L.  G. 
Davidson,  John  Marbury,  Joel  Cruttendcn,  O.  M.  Linthi- 
cum,  James  Dunlop,  William  G.  Ridgeley,  Samuel  Hum- 
phreys, and  ^^'illiam  Uayman,  as  Commissioners,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  for  raising  a  capital  stock  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  diviiled  into  eiglit  thousand  shares  of 
twenty-five  dollars  each. 

Sec.  3.  j^e/  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Com- 
missioners, afler  giving  ten  days  previous  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  for  receiving  subscriptions  of  the  said 
stuck,  shall  proceed  to  receive  the  same  ^  and  should  the 
number  of  shares  subscribed  exceed  the  number  of  which 
the  capital  stock  consists,  then,  and  in  such  case,  tlie  said 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  so  to 
apportion  the  shares  subscribed  among  the  several  sub- 
scribers, by  proportional  reduction,  as  may  reduce  the 
whole  to  the  aforesaid  number  of  eight  thousand  shares. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ilie  sum  of  one 
dollar  on  each  share  shall  be  paid  to  the  Commissioners 
at  the  time  of  subscribing,  ami  a  further  sum  of  four  dol- 
lars on  each  share  of  stock  by  instalments,  after  giving 
thirty  days  previous  notice  to  the  stockholders,  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  not 
exceeding  two  dollars  on  each  share  ;  and  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  said  twenty-five  dollars  shall  be  secured 
by  notes  payable  on  demand,  signed  and  endorsed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  President  ajiil  Directors.  The  said 
notes  shall  be  renewed  whenever  the  directors  may  con- 
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Aider  it  proper  $  but  the  directors  «re  hereby  required  to 
4CMMfe  the  same  to  be  renewed  at  least  once  in  ^y^h'  twelve 
anonibs ;  and  every  stockholder  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
renew  liia  vote,  or  neglecting  or  refusing  to  pay  any  in- 
stalaient,  when  required  by  tne  President  and  Directors 
so  %o  do,  shall  forfeit  all  his  interest  in  this  company,  and 
be  held  liable  for  his  proportion  of  any  loss  which  may 
have  occurred  previousto  such  neglect  or  refusal. 

Sec*  J.  jSnd  be  it  further  enaeUSf  That,  should  any  for- 
feiture t>e  incurred  by  any  member  of  this  institution,  the 
aame  may  be  annulled,  remitted,  and  made  void  by  a  ma. 
jority  of  the  whole  board  of  directors  present  at  the  meet, 
ing  at  which  the  motion  for  such  remission  shall  be  made  : 
Pnmdedt  That  no  remittance  of  any  forfeiture  under  this 
act  shall  take  place  without  the  payment  of  the  principal 
of  said  instalment,  and  interest  thereon,  or  the  renewal 
of  his  note,  as  required  by  the  directors,  as  also  the  pay. 
ment  of  his  proportion  of  mch  loss  as  may  have  occurred 
previous  to  such  forfeiture. 

Sec.  6.^  Jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  as  soon  as  two 
thouaand  ahares  shall  be  stibscribed  for,  the  Commission- 
ers hereby  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  shall  call  a 
meeting  of  the  subscribers,  after  giving  ten  days  notice  in 
one  or  more  cf  the  newspapers  printed  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  and  the  subscribers  who  shall  assemble  in 
consequence  of  such  notice,  or  appear  by  proxy,  shall 
choose  by  ballot  from  among  the  stockholders,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  votes^  twelve  directors^  who  shall  continue  in 
ofHce  until  the  first  Monday  in  August,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty •^ne  {  oii  which  Mon- 
day in  August,  in  every  succeeding  year  thereafter,  an 
election  shall  be  held  for  twelve  directors  as  aforesaid, 
who  shall  continue  in  ofHce  for  one  year  f^om  the  time  of 
their  election,  and  until  others  shall  be  chosen  in  their 
stead  ;  and  the  said  directors,  at  their  first  meeting,  shall 
choose  from  among  themselves,  or  from  the  stockiiulders 
at  large,  a  President,  and  allow  him  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  his  services  \  and,  in  case  of  death,  removal, 
resignation,  or  other  disqualification  of  the  President  or 
any  of  the  Directors,  the  remaining  directors  may  elect 


Constitution  of  the  United  States;  that  the  said  preaidCTl 
and  directors  shall  conduct  bunness  in  Georgetown,  iliat 
they  shall  keep  fuU,  fair,  and  coirect  entries  of  theif 
transactions,  which  shall  be  at  all  times  open  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  stockholders;  they  shall  also  have  power 
to  hire  or  purchase  a  suiUble  buildinp^  or  buildnigs  ia 
Georgetown,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  affair*  of 
the  institution;  that  the  president,  or  such  other  P^rsoa 
as  may  be  appointed  in  hia  place,  and  four  directors,  ^aH 
form  a  quonim  for  transacting  business,  and  all  qucsoon^ 
which  may  come  before  them  shall  be  decided  by  a  plu» 
rality  of  votes.  . 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  all  policies  of 
insurance  made  by  this  corporation  shall  be  signed  by  the 
President,  attested  by  the  Secretary,  and  aealed  withj 
the  common  seal  thereof;  and  all  losses  on  any  «ich  pc*; 
licy  or  policies  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  president  and: 
board  of  directory,  and  paid,  agreeably  to  the  lenns  af- 
the  policy,  out  of  the  funds  oif  the  company. 

Sec.  10.  jSnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  dividendi  cf 
tlie  nett  profiU  arising  on  the  capital  stock*  or  so  mock 
thereof  as  to  them  may  appear  advisable,  al\er  rescrvinjj 
one*thiid  of  tlie  nett  profits  as  a  surplus  fund,  until  it 
shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  doUarB,^ul 
be  nuule  at  such  periods  as  the  president  and  dircctort 
may  judge  proper,  not  oftener  than  once  in  nx  months 
and  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  stockholders  or  their 
legal  represenUtives;  but  if  a  diviilend  ahall  at  any  lime 
be  declared  of  a  greater  amount  than  the  nett  profits  of 
the  said  company  at  the  time  of  making  the  same,  each 
and  every  director  that  consented  thereto,  ahall,  and  ia  here- 
by declared  to  be  liable  for,  m  his  individual  capacity,  s«) 
bound  to  contribute  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  ibe 
capiul  stock  occasioned  by  auch  improper  dividend. 

Sec  11.  Jind  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  no  stock- 
holder shall  be  answerable,  in  his  person  or  individiul 
property,  for  any  contract  or  agreement  of  said  comp^ 
ny,  or  for  any  losses,  deficiencies,  or  faWures.  of  die 
capital  stock  of  said  institution,  except  iu  the  case  of  « 
director  declaring  an  improper  dividend,  as  before  pro- 


others  to  supply  their  places  during  the  remainder  of  the  .  vided  for  in  the  tenth  section  of  this  act;,  but  the  wIhAc 
term  for  which  the^  were  chosen.  !  of  the  said  capital  stock,  together  witli    all    property, 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  subscri-  i  rights,  and  credits,  belonging  thereunto,  and  nothii^ 
her  ^shall  be  entitled  to  vute  by  himself,  his'  agent  or  '  more,  shall  at  any  time  be  answerable  for  the  cieaDands 
proxy,  appointed  under  his  hand  snd  seal,  attested  by  ^  against  the  said  compsny. 

two  witnesses,  at  all  elections  made  by  virtue  of  this  act; '  Sac.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  t^tock  OS 
and  shall  have  as  many  votes  as  he  holds  shares,  as  far  as  '  this  institution  is  hereby  declared  personal  and  not  reil 
ten  sliares;  one  vote  for  every  five  shares  whicli  he  may  I  estate,  and  may  be  assigned  and  transferred  on  the  books 
hold  over  ten  shares  as  far  as  fiftv  other  shares;  and  one  I  of  the  company,  in  person  or  by  power  of  attoro^  onh : 
vote  for  every  twenty  shares  which  he  may  held  over  !  but  no  stockholder  indebted  to  the  company^  shall  be 
sixty  shares.  permitted  to  make  a  transfer,  or  receive  a  dividend,  ua- 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  afTairs  of  til  such  debt  is  paid  or  secured  to  the  satia&cttoa  of  the 
this  institution  shall  be  conducted  by  the  piesident  and  president  and  board  of  directors, 
directors  elected  as  aforesaid;  that  the  president  shall 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  directors,  and,  in  case  of 
absence,  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  one  of  the  direc- 
tors, appointed  by  the  board;  that  the  president  and  di- 
rectors shall  have  power  and  authority  to  make  all  kinds 
of  insurances  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire,  and  insiir- 
anctts  on  inland  transportation  of  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise, and  country  produce,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand 
dollars  in  any  one'policy,  and  to  invest  the  funds  of  the 
institution  in  stock,  or  dispose  of  the  same  in  such  .man- 
ner as  in  their  judgment  may  be  most  advantageous  to  the 
said  institution;  that  they  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  appoint  a  Secretary,  and  such  other  clerks  and 
servants  under  them  as  shall  be  necessary  for  transacting 
the  business  of  the  said  institution,  and  may  allow  them 
such  salary  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable;  to  ordain  and 
establish  such  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  regtdations,  as 
shall  appear  to  them  necessary  for  reflating  and  con- 
ducting the  concerns  f>f  the  said  institution,  not  being 
conti-ary  tOy  or  inconsistent  with,  this  act,  or  the  laws  and 


S£c  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act 
be  and  continue  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  fif^»  and 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  which  sltaR 
happen  thereafter;  and  on  the  dissolution  or  expiratkm 
of  this  charter,  the  president  and  directors  for  the  it  me 
being  shall  take  prompt  and  effectual  measures  Ibr  clos- 
ing at!  its  concerns;  but  no  such  dissolution  or  expiration 
shall  operate  so  as  to  prevent  any  suits  to  be  brought  cr 
continued  by  or  against  the  said  corporation,  for  any  debt 
or  claim  due  by  or  to,  tlie  same,  and  which  arose  previ- 
ously to  said  dissolution  or  expiration;  but  for  tlie  p«*r- 
pose  of  closing  its  concerns,  its  corporate  po«  era  slvail 
remain  unimpaired. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831.    - 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  further  compensation  of  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Khode  Island. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c  That  the  Marshal  of  the  Oistrirt  of 
Rliode  Island  shall  be  entitled  to  reoeive  in  additioa  19 
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compemation  now  allowed  by  law,  an  annual  sa- 
of  two  hundred  doUarSy  payable  quarterly^  out  of 
Lny  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwine  appropriated. 
ApproTedy  March  3,  1831. 


ACTfor  the  relief  of  cerUin  holders  of  certificates 
issued  in  liea  of  lands  injured  by  earthquakes  in  Mis- 
aeuri. 

Be  it  enacted^  &e.  That  the  legal  owners  of  any  cer- 
lificatea  of  new  location  issued  under  the  act  of  seven- 
teenth of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
Fifteen,  for  the  relief  of  persona  whose  lands  were  injur- 
ed by  earthquakes  in  Missouri,  which  nay  have  been  lo- 
cated upon  landi^  any  part  of  which  has  been  adjudged 
to  any  person  or  persons  as  a  right  of  pre-emption,  shall 
be  authorised  to  locate  such  warrants  upon  such  lands 
us  are  liable  to  entry  at  private  sale:  Provided,  That  pre- 
vious to  making  such  new- location,  the  legal  owners 
aforesaid  shall  relinquish  to  the  United  States  all  claim 
to  the  previous  location:  And  Provided  further ^  That 
such  locations  shall  be  made  and  patents  issued  therefor, 
under  the  same  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  if  the 
locaUons  had  been  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  se- 
cond section  of  the  act  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April,  one 
thcmsand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  entitled,  **  An  .     _ 

act  to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  of  the  public    *  aforesaid,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  completed  ; 
lands  in  Missouri."  *  he  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  gates 

Sec  2.  Jhnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act  sliall 
remain  in  force  for  the  term  of  eighteen  months  from  the 
passage  thereof. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  James  Belger. 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  place  the  name 
of  James  Belger  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners,  and  to 
pay  him  at  tiie  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  rectify  the  mistake  in  the  name  of  WilUam 
Tumey,  an  invalid  pensioner. 

BeU  enacted,  &c.  That  the  name  of  "  William  Tur^ 
ney"  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  approved  the  twen- 
tieth of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  revolutionary  and  other  of- 
ficers and  soldiers,  and  for  other  purposes,  be  changed 
to  IVimam  Tumty,  and  that  the  said  WilUam  TStmey 
and  no  other,  may  have  and  enjoy  all  the  relief  and  be 
nefit  granted  by  the  said  act  to  **fVilUnm  Tlmuy. 

Approved,  March  2,1831. 
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AN  ACT  fbr  the  relief  of  Daniel  Jackson  and  Lucius 
M.  Higgins,  of  Newbem,  North  Carolina. 

Be  it  enaetai  &c.  That  there  shall  be  issued,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  register  for 
the  schooner  Julia  D.  Ramsey,  built  in  Quebec,  but  now 
owned  by  Daniel  Jackson  and  Lucius  M.  Higgins,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  lying  at  the  port  of  New- 
bem, in  Nortli  Carolina,  whenever  the  said  Jackson  and 
Higgins  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
sati^actory  proof  that  the  said  schooner  has  been  repair- 
ed in  the  United  States,  and  tluit  the  cost  of  repairing 
her,  by  her  present  owners,  exceeds  three-fourths  of  the 
original  cost  of  building  a  vessel  of  the  same  tonnage  in 
the  United  SUtes. 

Approved,  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  fbr  the  relief  of  William  Delzell,  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enaetedf  &c.  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  place  the  name 


of  William  Delzell,  on  the  list  of  revolutionary  pension- 
ers,and  to  pay  him  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one. 

Approved,  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  declaring  the  assent  of  Congresf  to  an  act  of 

the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  hereinafter 

recited. 

Be  it  enaeted,  &c.  I'hat  the  consent  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  gfiven  to  an  act  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  entitled  **  An  act  for 
the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  United  States'  road," 
passed  the  fourth  day  of  Februaiy,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  which 
act  is  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit ; 

*  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Oeneral  jSsaemify  of  the  State  of 

*  Ohio,  That  whenever  the  consent  of  the  Congress  of 
« the  United  States  to  this  act  shall  be  obtained,  the  Go- 

*  vemor  of  this  State  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 

*  rized  to  take  under  his  care,  on  behalf  of  this  State,  so 
■  much  of  the  road,  commonly  called  the  National  Road, 

*  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  as  shall  then  be  finished, 

*  and  also,  such  other  sectioas,  or  parts  thereof,  as  may 

*  thereafter  be  progressively  finished  within  the  limits 

and 
and 

*  toll-houses  te  be  erected  on  said  toad,  at  such  finished 

*  parts  thereof  as  he  shall  think  proper,  for  the  purpose 

*  of  collecting  tolls,  as  provided  by  the  fourth  section  of 

*  this  act :  Provided,  The  number  of  gates  aforesaid  shall 
*•  not  exceed  one  on  any  space  or  distance  of  twenty 

*  miles. 
*  Sec.  2   That  a  superintendent  shall  be  appointed  by 

'  the  Governor,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  exercise  all  rea- 

*  sonable  vigilance  and  diligence  in  the  care  of  the  road 
'  committed  to  his  charge  $  to  contract  for  and  direct 
'  the  application  of  the  labor,  materials,  and  other  things 
'  necessary  for  the  preservation,  repair,  and  improvement 

*  thereof  {  he  shall  pay  for  the  same  out  of  such  sums  as 

*  the  Governor  shall  furnish  him  for  that  purpose,  sub- 
'  ject  to  such  responsibility  and  accountability  as  the 
'  said  Governor  shiJI  dictate  ;  and  shall  conform  to  such 

*  instructions  as  the  Governor  shall  prescribe  for  his  con- 

*  duct,  in  all  particulars  relative  to  his  said  trust :  he 
'  may  be  empowered  to  suspend  the  functions  of  any 

*  toll-gatherer  for  alleged  misconduct,  till  the  pleasure 

*  of  the  Governor  shall  be  known,  and  to  fill  the  vacancy 

*  thereby  occasioned  during  such  interval ;  and  it  shall 
'  be  his  duty  to  give  information  of  the  facts  in  such  case 

*  to  the  Governor,  without  any  unnecessary  delay  :  the 
'  said  superintendent  shall  hold  his  office  during  the 

*  pleasure  of  the  Governor,  who  shall  allow  him  a  reason- 

*  able  compensation  for  his  services. 
'  Sec.  3.  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 

'  thorized  to  appoint  the  necessary  collectors  of  tolls,and 

*  to  remove  any  of  them  at  his  pleasure ;  and  also,  to  al- 
'  low  them,  respectively,  such  stipulated  compensiition 

*  as  he  may  deem  reasonable.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 

*  and  every  toll-collector  to  demand  and  receive,  at  the 
'  gate  or  station  asngned  him  by  the  Governor,  the  tolls 

*  prescribed  and  directed  by  the  fourth  section  of  this 
'  act ;  and  to  nay  monthly  into  th^  treasury,  according 

*  to  the  directions  they  may  receive  from  the  Treasurer 
'  of  the  State,  all  the  moneys  so  collected  hy^  said  collec- 

*  ton,  that  shall  remain,  after  deducting  their  compensa- 

*  tioH  aforesaid ;  the  said  collectors  shall  be  goterned,  in 

*  all  respects  relative  to  their  office,  by  such  regulations 

*  as  the  Governor  shall  ordain,  in  order  to  ensure  a  due 

*  responsibility  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  daties. 
'  Sec.  4.  That,  as  soon  as  the   said  gates  and  toll- 

'  houses  shall  be  erected,  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  said 

*  toIl-collectors,and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  demand 
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'  and  refteive  for  pftsaing  the  said  gates  the  toUs  and  rates 

^  hereafter  tnentioned  i  and  they  may  slop  any  person 

-*  riding,  leading!  or  driving  any  horses,  cattle,  siilky, 

'*  chair,  phxton,  cart,  chaise, wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  otlier 

'*  carrta^  of  buixien  or  pleasure,  from  passing  tlirougli 

<  the  said  gates,  until  they  shall  respectively  have  paid 
**  for  passing  the  same,  that  is  to  say  :  for  every  space  of 
**  twetAy  miles  in  length  on  said  road,  the  following  sums 
^'«f  m6hey,  ki\d  so  in  proportion  for  every  greater  or  les- 
**  aer  distance,  to  wit :  For  every  score  of  sheep  or  bogs, 

*  ten  cents  <  for  every  score  of  cattle,  twenty  cents ;  for 

*  every  led  or  drove  horse,  three  cents ;  for  every  mule 

*  or  ass,  led  or  driven,  three  cents ;  for  every  horse  and 

*  rider,  six  and  one  fourth  cents  ;  for  every  sled  or  sleigh 

*  drawn  by  one  horse  or  ox,  twelve  and  one  half  cents  ; 

*  for  every  horse  or  ox  in  addition,  six  and  one  fourth 

*  cents ;  for  every  dearborn,  sulky,  chair,  or  chaise,  with 

*  one  horse,  twelve  and  one  half  cents ;  for  ever}'  horse 

*  in  addition,  six  and  one  fourth  cents  ;  for  eveiy  chariot, 
'  coach,   coachee,   stage  or  phat-ton,  with  t%vo  horses, 

*  eighteen  and  three  rourth  cents :  for  every  horse  in 
'  addition,  six  and  one  fourth  cents  {  for  every  6ther  car- 

*  riage  of  pleasure,  under  whatever  name  it  may  go,  the 
'  like  sum,  according  to  the  number  of  wheels  and  horses 
'  drawing  the  same ;   for  every  cart  or  wagon  whoae 

*  wheels  do  not  exceed  the  breadth  of  two  and  one  half 
'  inches,  twelve  and  one  half  cents «  for  each  horse  or  ox 
'  drawing  the  same,  six  and  one  fourth  cents  ;  for  every 

*  cart  or  wagon  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  two  and 
'  one  half  inches  in  breadth,  and  not  exceeding  four 
'  inches,  six  and  one  fourth  cents  {  for  every  horse  or 

*  ox  drawing  the  same,  three  cents  ;  and  for  every  other 

*  cart  or  wagon  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  four  inches, 

*  and  not  exceeding  five  inches  in  breadth,  four  cents  « 
*for  every  horse  or  ox  drawing  the  same  two  cents ;  and 

<  all  other  wagons  or  carta  whoae  wheels  shall  exceed  six 

*  inches  in  breadth,  shall  pass  the  said  gates  free  and  clear 

<  of  all  tolls  :  Provided^  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 

*  construed  so  as  to  authorize  any  toils  to  be  received  or 

*  collected  from  any  person  passing  to  or  from  public 
'  worship,  or  to  or  from  any  musters,  or  to  or  from  his 
'  common  business  on  his  farm  dr  wood  land,  or  to  or 
'  from  a  funeral,  or  to  or  from  a  mill,  or  to  or  from  his 

*  common  place  of  trading  or  marketing,  within  the 

*  county  in  which  he  resides,  including  their  wagons, 

*  carriages,  and  horses  or  oxen  drawing  the  same  :  Prth 

*  vided^  aUOf  That  no  toll  sliall  be  received  or  collected 
'  for  the  passage  of  any  stage  or  coacli  conveying  the 

*  United  Slates'  mail,  or  horses  bearing  the  same,  or  any 

*  wagon  or  carriage  laden  with  the  property  of  the  United 
'  States,  or  any  cavalry  or  other  troops,  arms  or  military 
'  stores  belonging  to  the  same,  or  to  any  of  the  States 
'  comprising  this  Union,or  any  person  or  persons  on  duty 
'  in  the  militar}'  service  of  the  United  States^  or  of  the 
'militia  of  any  of  the  States. 

'  Sec.  5.  That  the  moneys  so  collected  shall  constitute 
*a  fund,  to  be  denominated  the  United  States'  Koad 
'  Fund  ;  and  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  paid  into  the  Trea* 

*  tMty  agreeably  to  the  provisions  above  recited,  shall  be 

*  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Governor,  who  shall  pay  out 
■of  said  fund  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent,  and  the 

*  expenses  incident  to  the  stiperintendence  and  collection, 

*  other  than  those  particularly  provided  for  in  this  act,  and 
'sliall  cause  the  remaining  nctt  proceeds  of  the  revenue 
'  collected  as  abovementioned  to  be  applied  solely  and 
'  exclusively  to  the  preservation,  repair,  and  improvement 

*  of  said  road,  and  to  no  other  purpose  wliatever. 

'  Sec.  6.  That  directors  sbwj  be  set  up  at  proper  and 
'  convenient  situations,  to  caution  all  conductors  or  drivers 

*  of  carriages  on  the  rc»d  aforesaid,  that  they  shall  at  all 
'  times  pass  on  the  left  of  each  other,  under  the  penalty 

*  of  five  dollars  for  every  offence  :  and  there  shall  also  be 
'.:et  up  at  some  conspicuous  place  at  each  gate^  a  board. 


on  which  shall  be  legibly  painted  the  rates  of  toll,  as  is 
provided  for  in  this  act. 

*  Sec  7.  IMiat  if  any  of  the  toll  collectors  shall  ti«. 
reasonably  delay  or  hinder  any  passenger  or  Iraveller,  w 
any  of  the  gates,or  shall  demand  or  receive  more  toll  than 
is  by  this  act  established,  be  idiall,  for  each  aitd  ever> 
such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  psrty  aggrieved  the 
sum  of  ten  dolbuv. 

'  Sec.  8.  That, -if  any  person  shall  purposely  or  mali- 
ciously deface,  or  otherwise  injure  any  of  the  mile 
stones,  parapet  walls,  culverts,  or  bridges,  or  any  of 
the  masonry  whatsoever,  or  any  of  the  gates  or  toli 
houses  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  nationafroad  in  tlm 
State,  as  the  same  is  now  constructed,  or  may  hereafter 
be  constrticted,  every  person  so  offending  shall,  upon 
conviction  thereof,  be  fiQed  in  a  sum  not  inore  than  fit<- 
hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisonec!  in  the  dungeon  of  the 
jail  of  the  county,  and  be  fed  on  bread  and  water  onV, 
not  exceeding  twenty  days,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  f.( 
the  court. 

*Sec.  9»    That  if  any  person  shall    purposely  6il, 

<  choak,  or  otherwise  obstruct  any  of  the  side  drains,  vaa- 

*  lies,  gutters,  or  culverts  of  said  road,  now  made  or  heir- 

<  after  to  be  made,  or  shall  connect  any  private  road  or 
'  cartway  with  the  said  national  road,  withfMit  makinj?  jt 

*  the  point  of  connexion  a  stone  culvert,  or  paved  vald. >• 

*  or  other  good  and  sufBcient  fixture,  so  as  lo  secure  a 
'  free  passage  for  the  water  akmg  such  side  dnin,  whert 
'  such  private  road  oi  csrtwsy  connects  with  the  aaki  i«- 

*  tional  road,  or  if  any  person  shall  purposely  or  wilfuUv 

<  travel  upon  such  parts  of  said  notional  road  as  are  or  imy 

<  be  in  an  unfinislied  state,  against  the  consent  of  U»e 

<  Superintendent  appointed  by  the  United  States^  or  b> 
'this  State  \  or  shall  remove  any  of  the  Beacons  placed 
■  upon  the  said  road  so  in  an  unfinished  state  as  aforcsaH 
'  for  the  diverting  of  the  travel  on  and  from  said  ro^. 

*  ever)'  person  so  offending  shall,  upon  conviction  tk«.'rr- 

*  of,  be^  for  every  such  offence,  fined  in  a  sum  not  ic^^ 

*  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  dollars* 

*  Sec.  10.  That  if  any  perssn  shall  stand  bis  wagon  xi 

*  team,  or  either  of  them,  over  night,  upon  the  psvemci  i 
'  6i  said  road,  now  made^  or  which  may  hereaHer  be 

*  made,  or  shall  at  any  other  time  stand  a  wagoa  at-.J 
'  teann,  or  either  of  them,  upon  the  said  pavement  furt!>e 
'  purpose  of  feeding,  or  if  lie  shall  in  any  other  manner 
'  purposely  and  wilfully  obstruct  the  travel   upon  bh\ 

*  road,  every  person  so  offending  shall,  upon  eoiit  iciia*. 
'thereof,  for  every  such  offence,  be  fined  in  asitfti  n'K 

*  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  dollars^ 

*Sec.  11.  That  if  any  person  shall  fast  lock  or  r^ifi 

*  lock  either  of  the  wheels  of  any  wagon,  coach,  c)i&r«^, 

*  gig,  sulkcy,  carriagfe,  or  other  two  or  four  whrelrd  »y- 
•hiclc,  while' travelling  upon  the  pavement  of  said  roaJ, 

*  as  now  made,  or  which  may  hereafVer  be  made,  (exrep! 

*  ing,  however,  snch  parts  of  said  road,  as  may  be,  ai  \U^ 
'  time  of  such  lockini;,  covered  with  ice,)  ^veiy  person  <  • 

'  offending  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  nned  in  any  | 
'  sum  not  leas  than  one  nor  more  than  five  dollars. 

*  See.  12,    The  supervisors  of  roads  and  highvtyv  | 
'  through  whose  districts  the  said  national  road  cloes  nr»«, 

*  at  may  hereafter  pass,  are  hereby  severally  authi>n;t^i 
'and  required,  at  the  connection  with,  or  intersection  *■(,  , 
'any  State,  county,  or  township  road,  which  non-  i^  ^^i 
'  hereafter  may  be  established  under  the  laws  of  this  Stu)^ 
'  within  their  respective  districts,  to  build  and  keep  »'t 
<  repair  a  good  and  sufficient  stone  culvert  or  paved  \i}« 
'  ley,  or  other  good  and  Sufficient  fixture,  in  such  msf'* 
'  ner  as  to  admit  of  a  free  passage  for  the  water  along  t  nv, 
'  side  drain  or  drains  of  ssjd  national  road  at  the  cona-c 
'  tion  or  intersection  afbroaaid,  and  according  to  the  e^^i  - 
'thereof, as  estsblished  b>'  the  United  Sutes'  Sup... 
'  tendent  of  said  national  road. 
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*  Sec.  13.  That,  for  the  purpoie  of  carryiog  into  eflect 
th«  provisions  of  this  act,  the  Governor  is  hereby  authcv 
rized  to  draw  on  the  State  Treasury  for  any  sum  of  mo> 
ncy  not  exceeding  two  tliousand  dollari,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
atted :  Prmiid,  Said  sum  shall  be  refunded  to  the  State 
Treasiuy  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  rosd  fund  created 
by  Itie  provisions  of  thb  act,  so  soon  as  the  same  shall 
be  collected. 

'  Sec  14.  That  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  in- 
curred under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  recover- 
ed by  indictment  in  tlie  court  of  common  pleas  of  the 
county  where  the  offence  was  committed,  or  by  aetion 
of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  use  of 
the  road-fund  established  by  this  act,  which  action  of 
debt  naay  be  brought  before  any  justice  of  the  peace, 
or  other  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof  in  the  county 
where  the  ofi*ence  was  committed,  or  such  fine,  penal- 
ty.  or  forfeiture  was  incurred  $  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
cHT  the  superintendent^  toU-gatbererB,  and  of  any  other 

'  perscNi  who  will  complain  of  the  same,  to  prosecute  all 

'  offences  against  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

*  Sec  15.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  General  As- 
'  sembly,  at  any  future  session  thereof  without  the  con- 
'  sent  of  Congress,  to  chance,  alter,  or  amend  this  act  : 
'  Prmided^  That  the  same  shall  not  be  so  changed,  slter* 

'  ed,  or  amended,  as  to  reduce  or  increase  the  rates  of 
^  toll  hereby  established,  below  or  above  a  sum  necessa* 
'  ry  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  the  preservation 
'  and  repair  of  said  road,  to  the  erection  of  gates  and 
'  toll-houses  thereon,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  fees  or 
'  salaries  of  the  superintendent,  the  collectors  of  tolls* 
'  and  of  such  other  agents  as  may  be  necessarily  employ- 

■  ed  in  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  same,  accord- 

*  ing  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

<  Sec.  16.  That  any  person  or  persons  shall  have  the 

*  privilege  of  pajjring  at  either  of  the  said  sates,  at  the 
^  rates  specified  in  this  act,  tl)e  amount  of  toll  for  any 
'  distance  which  such  person  or  persona  may  desire  to 
>  travel  on  said  road,  and  receive  a  certificate  thereof 

*  from  the  collector  of  tolls  at  such  gate,  which  certifi- 
^  cate  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  to  procure  the  passage 
'  of  such  person  or  persons  through  anv  other  gate  or 
'  gates  named  in  saia  certificate  :  Troviaedt  That  printed 
'  forms  dTsuch  certificates  shall  be  furnished  by  the  su- 

*  perintendent  to  be  appointed  under  the  provisions  of 
'  this  act  to  each  collector  of  tolls*  and  shall  be  counter* 

*  signed  b>  such  superintendent,  and  otherwise  so  devi<* 

*  sed  as  to  prevent  naad  or  imposition  ;  and  no  certifi- 
*•  cate  shall  be  considered  as  vahd  under  this  section,  un- 
'  less  such  certificate  diall  be  authenticated  as  aforesaid. 

*  Sec.  17.  That  tlie  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  pre« 

*  ventiou  of  injuries  to  the  National  Road  in  Ohio,"  pass* 

*  ed  February  eleventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 

■  eight,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  $  ProoidM^ 
'  however.  That  all^ctions  and  prosecutions  which  may 

*  now  be  pending  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment 
'  and  execution,  and  all  offences  committed  before  the 

*  taking  effect  of  this  act,  shall  be  prosecuted  and  pun- 

*  'ished  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  above  mentioned  act 
'  was  not  repealed.' 

Approved:  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  to  regubite  the  Foreign  and  Coasting  Trade  on 


Sec.  2.  Aid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  same  and  no  higher  ton- 
nage duties  and  custom-house  charges  of  any  kind  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  on  any  British  colonial  raft,  flat, 
boat,  or  vessel,  entering  otherwise  thiin  bv  sea,  at  any 
port  of  the  United  States  on  tke  rivers  and  lakes  on  our 
Northern,  North-eastern,  and  North-western  frontiers, 
than  may  be  levied  and  collected  on  any  raft,  flat,  boat, 
or  vessel,  entering  otherwise  than  by  sea,  at  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  British  possessions  on  our  Northern,  North* 
eastern,  and  North-western  frontiers ;  and  that,  firom  and 
after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  no  higher  discriminating 
duty  shall  be  levied  or  collected  on  merchandise  import- 
ed mto  the  United  States,  in  the  ports  aforesaid,  and 
otherwise  than  by  sea,  than  may  be  levied  and  collected 
on  merchandise  when  imported  in  like  manner,  other* 
wise  than  by  sea,  into  the  British  possessions  on  our 
Northern.  North-eastern,  and  North-western  frontiers 
from  the  Unitnl  States. 

Sec.  3.  Andbeiijurtherenaeted,  That  firom  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  any  boat,  sloop,  or  other  vessel  of 
the  United  States^  naviffating  the  waters  on  our  North- 
ern, North-eastern,  and  North-western  frontiers,  other- 
wise than  by  sea,  shall  be  enrolled  and  licensed  in  such 
form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  which  enrollment  and'  license  shall  authorize  any 
such  boat,  sloop,  or  other  vessel,  to  be  employed  either 
in  the  coasting  or  foreign  trade  {  and  no  certificate  of  re- 
gistry shall  be  required  for  vessels  so  employed  on  said 
frontiers  :  ProvUud,  That  such  boat,  sloop,  or  vessel, 
shall  be,  in  every  other  respect,  liable  to  the  rules, 
regulations,  and  penalties,  now  in  foree,  relating  to  re- 
gistered vessels  on  our  Northern,  North-eastern,  and 
North-western  frontiers. 

Sac.  4.  Jndbeil  further  enacted.  That  in  lieu  of  the 
fees,  emoluments,  salary,  and  commissions,  now  allowed 
by  law  to  any  collector  or  surveyor  of  any  district  on  our 
Northern,  North-eastern,  and  North  western  lakes  and 
rivers,  each  collector  or  surveyor,  as  aforesaid,  shall  re- 
ceive annually,  in  full  compensation  for  these  services^ 
an  amount  eaual  to  the  entire  compensation  received  by 
such  officer  during  the  past  year. 

Approved  :  March  2,  1831. 

AN  ACT  declaratory  of  the  law  concerning  Contempts 

of  Court 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  power  of  the  several  courts 
of  the  United  States  to  issue  attachments  and  inflict  sum- 
mary punishments  for  contempts  of  court,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  exteiKl  to  any  cases  except  the  misbeha- 
viour of  any  person  or  persons  in  the  presence  of  the 
said  courts,  or  so  near  thereto  as  to  obstruct  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  the  misbehaviour  of  any  of  the  officers 
of  the  said  courts  in  their  official  transactions,  and  the 
disobedience  or  resistance  by  any  officer  of  the  said 
courts,  party,  juror,  witness,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons^  to  any  lawful  writ,  process,  order,  rule,  decree, 
or  command  of  the  said  courta. 

Sec.  2.  Jhui  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall,  corruptty,  or  by  threats  or  fbrce,  en- 
deavor to  influence,  mtimidate,  or  impede  any  juror, 
witness^  or  officer,  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  dischaige  of  his  duty,  or  shall,  corrupUy,  or  by  threats 


tiie  Northern,  North-eastern,  and  North-western  fTon-.^'iJ«'*\°}^»l™«^*^'^W^^      or  endeavor  to  obstruct  or 

tiers  of  the  United  States,  ai^d  for  other  purposes.  '^^\'^\^''''  ^"^^T^^TI  ^l"'£f  ^^I'^!^  ^"^ 

"^  .  ^  "^    *^  person  or  persons  so  otTendmg,  shall  be  Imble  to  prose- 


Bt  U  enacted,  &c  That,  from  and  after  the  first  di^  of 
\pril  next,  no  custom-house  feea  shall  be  levied  or  col- 
lected on  any  raft,  flat,  beat,  or  vessel  of  the  United 

States,  entering  otherwise  than  bv  sea,   at  any  port  of       

the  United  States  on  the  rivers  and  lakes  oh  our  North*  I  tion  of  Uie  offence. 

em.  North-eastern,  and  North-western  fix>ntierB.  I     Approved :  March  2, 1831. 

Vol.  Vtt— JK  ' 


cution  therefor  bv  indictment,  and  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof^  be  punisned  by  fine,  not  exceeding  five  han* 
dreddollar%  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three 
months,  or  both,  according  to  the  oatnre  and  aggnva- 
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AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaentotivet  of       B^U  enatied,  8cc  That  the  District  Court  of  the  Vm 


Peter  Celettino  Walker  and  John  Peter  Walker,  de- 

ceaaady  and  of  Joseph  Walker,  of  the  State  of  Mis- 

siisippi. 

Be  1/  enadedf  lie.  That  the  legal  representativea  of 
Peter  Celestino  Walker,  deceased,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  enter  and  locate  on  any  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
which  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  public  sale,  and  are 
now  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  the  quantity  of  five 
hundred  acres  of  land,  in  legal  subdivisions,  in  lieu  of  the 
quantity  of  five  huadKd  acres  of  land  granted  to  the  said 
Peter  C.  Walker,  by  the  Spanish  Government,  by  warrant 
and  order  of  survey,  whicn  has  been  sold  by  the  United 
Statea.  And  that  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Peter 
Walker,  deceased,  be*  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
enter  and  locate  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  whidi  have  been  offer- 
ed for  sale,  and  are  now  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale, 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  legal  subdiviiions,  in  lieu 
of  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  acres,  granted  to  the  said 
John  Peter  Walker,  by  the  Spanish  Government,  by  war- 
rant and  order  of  survey,  which  has  been  sold  by  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  Jbhd  be  iijuriher  enacied^  That  Joseph  Walker 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  to  enter  and  locate  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State 
of  Miasisnppi,  which  have  been  offered  at  public  sale, 
and  are  now  subject  to  ontnr  at  private  sale,  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  by  legal  8ubaivition%  in  lieu  of  five  hun- 
dred acres  grartted  to  the  .ssid  Joseph  Walker  by  the  | 
Spanish  Ciovernment,  by  warrant  and  order  of  survey, 
which  has  been  sold  by  the  United  States. 

Approved  :  March  2, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Carroll.  Clerk  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Be  U  enoettt^  Sec  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lata  be  appropriated,  to  be  |>aid  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  compensate  William  T.  Carroll, 
Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  engroanng  the  minutes 
of  the  said  Court,  from  August  term,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty,  to  August  term,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-six ;  for  transcribing  the  causes  decided  in  said 
Court  for  thirty* one  terms,  entering  under  each  cause  all 
motions,  orders,  continuances,  judgments,  decrees » and 
other  proceedings  {  and  also,  for  arran|png  and  labelling 
the  documenta  of  the  said  Court  \  all  which  services  not 
pertaining  to  the  regular  official  duties  of  the  said  Can- 
roU,  were  performed  in  obedience  to  an  ofder  oftke 
Court,  made  at  January  term,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-seven. 

Approved :  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Beverly  Chew,  the  hein  of 
William  £merM>n,  deceased,  and  tha  heirs  of  Edwin 
Lorraine,  deceased. 

WHxazAs,  the  brig  Joseph  Secunda  was  condemned  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  in  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  Louisiana  District,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eie[ht  hupdrad  and  eighteen,  on  the 
seizure  and  prosecution,  and  a(  the  sole  expense  of 
Beverly  Chew>  Collector  of  the  District  of  Mississippi, 
William  Emerson,  deceased,  surveyor,  and  Edwin 
Lorraine,  deceased,  naval  officer  of  the  port  of  New- 
Orleans,  fbr  an  infraction  of  the  slave  laws  :  Ahd 
Waxaiust  the  one  half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  brig 
and  her  careo  are  now  deponted,  subject  to  the  order 
of  the  said  Court,  which  ludf  would  have  been  payable 
to  the  said  Beverly  Chew.  WiUiam  Emerson^  and 
William  Lorrune,  but  for  an  omission  in  the  laws  here- 
tofore passed  on  that  subject :  Tbercfore« 


ted  States,  for  the  Louisiana  District,  be  authoracd  sod 
directed  to  order  the  proeeeds  of  the  said  seuEore  now 
deposited,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  said  Court,  to  be 
paid  over  to  the  sud  Beverly  Chew,  and  the  l^[al  re- 
presenUtives  of  the  said  WtUism  Emerson  and  Edwin 
Lorraine,  respectively. . 
Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN   ACT    making  appropriations  fbr  btrildjog   light. 

houses,  light-boats,   beacons,    and  monuments,  and 

placing  buova. 

BeUenadedt  &c.  That  the  following  appropiiatioos 
be^  and  the  same  are  hereby,  made,  and  directed  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcaauiy  to 
provide,  by  contract,  for  building  light^tuMiaea,  ligbt- 
boats,  beacons,  and  monuments,  and  placio^  buoy^  to 
wit: 

SiaU  of  Maine,  Four  thousand  doliaia  fbr  a  Hgte> 
house  at  the  western  entrance  of  Fox  island  tliesoag^ 
hxt\ 

Six  thousand  doUars  for  a  )ight.|iouae  at  or  near  Cspe 
Porp<Nse; 

Four  thousand  doUars  for  increasing  the  height  of  the 
lightphouse  on  Boon  Island^ 

Four  thousand  doUars  fbr  a  Itght-hoose  at  or  meu  Mss- 
shal's  Point,  in  the  town  of  St.  George; 

Six  thousand  ddters  fbr  re>buildi«^  the  figfat-heoie  at 

Whitehead; 

Six  thousand  doQars  fbr  re-building  the  light-house  ob 
Franklin  Island; 

Five  hundred  and  ten  doUars  for  spindles  and  baoys  ia 
Penobscot  River. 

State  of  MaaMKhuedtM.,  Fire  thousand  doHsis  k: 
buUding  a  light-house  on  the  monumest  oBl  Qloacester 
Point; 

One  thousand  doUsrs  for  erecting  a  moaumeiit  oa  « 
near  Coluuet  Rocks; 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  doflars  In  addition  to  an  oner 
pended  balance  of  a  former  appropriation,  fbr  erecting  a 
spindle«beacon  on  Minot's  Ledge,  andplaciii^  a  buo^oe 
Hospital  Island  Ledge,  near  George'a  lalandf 

Twelve  hundred  dollars  fbr  erecting  a  monuaeiil  uosr 
a  ledge  of  rocks  sftuaied  at  the  outer  past  oF  the  hsAs: 
of  Swampscut; 

One  thousand  dollars  fbr  two  monuments,  one  on  S«o- 
ken  Island^  and  the  other  on  Pig  Bocks^  in  Brsi&trec 
Ba)'; 

Fire  hoadred  dollars  fbr  phiciog  ten  buoys  in  the  ac^ 
them  channel  through  the  Vineyard  Soand*  at  the  ^ 
lowing  places :  one  on  Point  Rips  i  one  on  the  Sbovti 
Shoals,  near  Monomoy  Point;  three  ob  the  lIaBdk€^ 
chief,  northeast,  southesst,  and  southwest  parts  ;  oae  sfi 
a  rock  near  Hyannis  Harbor,  in  the  channel ;  aad  tr«  o^ 
the  Broad  Shoal  to  the  eastward  of  Falmoath  ess^  lad 
west  parts; 

Five  thousand  dolkrt  fbr  rebuilding  a  Ught^ioose  m 
Cape  Cod,  should  it  be  deemed  expecuent  by  the  Seoe* 
tary  of  the  Treasury ; 

Four  hundred  dollars  for  placing  ax  buoys  on  led^ 
and  rocks  at  a  place  called  Wood's  Hole,  near  Falnuw* 
and  a  spindle  on  Lone  Rock,  near  that  place. 

8ta^  of  Bhofie  isftmdL^For  a  beacoo-lig:ht  st  or  1x4. 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Wickford*  in  the  tovn  a 
North  Kingston,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Fifty  doTUrs  for  a  spindle  on  the  Halfway  Rock  u* 
tweea  the  isUnds  of  Rliode  Island  and  Connecticut. 

State  of  Connedieut'^Vlrt  thousand  doDars  for  bo^^ 
iar  a  light*lM>use  at  or  near  Morgan's  Point,  00  the  ncir 
side  of  Piaher's  IsUnd  Sound,  111  the  township  of  Gxvt^^ 

Four  hundred  doUars  for  a  spindle  to  be  etecxcd 
the  Whale  Rock,  at  the  entmnce  of  Mystic  River, 
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for  one  on  Turner's  Beef»  situated  about  one4hird  of  the 
distance  from  the  main  land  to  Fisher's  Island. 

Three  thousand  dollars  for  erecting  a  beacon  on  the 
beach  near  the  west  side  of  the  New  Haven  harbor  ;  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  buoys  on  Pardee's  Bar, 
Black  Rock  Bar,  and  the  Shag  Banks  in  SMid  harbor. 

Six  thousand  and  two  hundred  dollars  for  erecting  a 
monument  or  beacon  on  Branford  Reef,  in  I«ong  Island 
Sound. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  pHtciog  buoys,  viz  : 
one  on  the  north  end  of  Hatchet's  Reef,  in  the  Sound  { 
one  on  the  south  end  of  said  reef  t  one  on  the  southeast 
tail  of  Saybrook  Bar,  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  River; 
and  one  on  the  south  end  of  Crane  Reef,  west  of  Saybrook. 
Siateof  New  York.  Three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
ninety  dollars  to  rebuild  the  beacon  in  Black  Rock  Har- 
bor, sliould  it  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ; 

Four  thousand  dollars  for  erecting  a  beacon-light  on  a 
proper  site  near  Sackett's  Harbor,  in  Lake  Ontario  % 

Three  thousand  dollars  for  erecting  a  beacon  light  at 
the  junction  of  Rondout  Creek  and  Hudsim  River,  or  on 
or  near  the  Esopus  Meadows,  as  may  be  deemed  most 
expedient  by  the  SecreUiy  of  the  Treasury  ; 

One  thousand  dollars  for  erecting  a  beacon  on  the  mid- 
dle ground  between  Stratford  and  Crane  Neck,  in  Long 
Island  Sound , 

Twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve  dollars,  in 
addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of^nner  appropria- 
tions for  erecting  a  light-house,  and  forming  the  founda- 
tion for  the  salne,  in  the  harbor  of  Buffalo. 

Slate  of  Pennaf^mnia,  Two  thousand  fiv^  tmndred 
dollars  for  erecting  a  beaoon-light  at  the  end  of  the  pier 
which  forms  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Erie,  on 
Liake  Erie ; 

St€tie  of  Delaware,  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  erect- 
ing a  beacon  light  near  the  mouth  of  Mispillion  Creek  \ 
Ten  thousand  dollars  for  building  a  light  house  at  Bla- 
lion's  Ditch,  in  addition  to  what  remains  unexpended  of 
an  appropriation  to  build  a  lij^ht-houae  at  Duck  Creek, 
and  which  last  named  appropriation  ia  hereby  transferred 
to  the  first  mentioned  oinect. 

State  of  Maryland.  Five  thousand  dollars  for  building 
a  light-house  on  or  near  Turkey  Point,  at  the  mouth  of 
Elk  Hiter  5 

For  erecting  a  beacon^light  on  Lazaretto  Point,  at  the 
entranceof  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  or  on  the  point  of 
land  upon  which  Fort  McUenry'is  situated,  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  a  floating  light  at  the  Wolf  Trap,  in  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  twelve  thousand  dollars ; 

Four  hundred  dollars  for'placing  buoys  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor  of  Annapolis. 

Siate  of  Virginia*  Seven  thousand  and  five  hundred 
dollars  for  building  a  light-houHe  on  one  of  the  Chingo 
teague  islands  ; 

Five  hundred  dollars  for  placing  in  the  Potomac  River 
three  buoys  on  the  Kettle  Bottoms,  one  on  Port  Tobacco 
Shoals^  one.  in  Nanjcmoy  Reach,  one  on  Ragged  Point 
Bar,  and  on  Parsimmon  Bar. 

SicUe  of  North  Carolina.  Eleven  thousand  dollars  for 
building  a  light  boat,  to  be  stationed  at  or  near  Brant 
Island  Shoal,  in  Pamptico  Sound  ; 

For  a  buoy,  to  be  placed  on  the  bar  near  Harbor  Island, 
two  hundred  dollars  { 

For  three  buoys  to  be  placed  in  the  river  and  inlet  of 
Cape  Fear  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

State  of  South  Carolina.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  for 
constructing  three  hollow  buoys,  and  placing  the  same  on 
the  bar  at  or  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  George- 
town, in  addition  to  any  unexpended  appropriation  for 
placing  buoys  at  or  near  that  harbor. 


A  $iun  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  for  ptirehas- 
ing  land'and  removing  a  wind  mill  on  Cape  Roman. 

State  ofGeorgia.  For  a  beacon  on  the  White  Oyster 
Beds,  near  the  mouth  of  Savannah  River,  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

State  of  Ohio.  Five  thousand  dollan  for  building  a 
light-bouse  on  Turtle  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  Maumee 
Bay,  Lake  Erie. 

One  thoasand  dollars  for  erecting  a  beacon-light  on  thd 
pier  at  Grand  River. 

State  1^ Laaieiana.  Forty  thousand  dollars  for  building 
two  light-houses,  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  southwest  pass 
of  tlie  River  Mississippi,  and  the  other  on  the  south  point 
between  the  8outl)w<*st  Pass  and  the  Balize. 

Seven  thousand  dollars  for  a  light-hoivie  at  the  Rigo- 
lets. 

State  ofMinUeippi  Seven  thousand  dollaxs  for  biiilcf- 
ing  alight-house  on  St  Joseph's  Island,  or  some  other 
suitable  place  ofiTthe  Pascagoula  Bay. 

Seven  thousaad  dollars  for  a  liglit -house  at  P^mb  Chris- 
tian near  die  Bay  of  St.  Louis. 

For  buoys  to  be  placed  at  the  south  pass,  and  the  pass 
at  Dauphin  Island,  four  hundred  dollars. 

State  of  Alabama.  Five  hundred  dollars  ftvr  placing 
buows  in  Mobile  Bay. 

State  of  TUinoU.  Five  thousand  dollars  for  building  a 
light^house  at  the  mouth  of  Chicago  River,  Lake  Micni- 
gan. 

MidUgan  Derritory.  Five  thousand  dollars  for  building 
a  light-house  at  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Joseph's  River 
with  Lake  Michigan. 

Five  thousand  dollars  for  a  light  house  on  -the  Outer- 
thunder  Bay  Island  in  Lake  Huron. 

A  sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars  for  building 
a  light-boat  to  be  stationed  in  the  strait  connecting  Lakes 
Huron  and  Michigan;  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  buoys  and  placing  the  same  on  the  flats  at  the  head 
of  Lake  St.  Clair. 

Florida  Territory.  Eleven  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars for  building  a  light-house  on  the  west  end  of  St. 
George's  Island,  near  the  entrance  of  Appalachicola 
Bay. 

Four  hundred  dollars  for  placing  buoys  In  the  said  bay 
between  St.  George's  Island,  ana  the  entrance  of  the 
AppaJachicola  River. 

Two  hundred  dollars  for  placing  buoys  in  the  Bay  and 
River  of  St.  Mark's.  . 

One  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  for  placing  buoys  at  j3t. 
Augustine,  and  in  St  John's  River. 

Five  thousand  dollars  for  building  a  light-house  on  a 
suitable  site  at  or  near  Port  Clinton. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  fur  the  benefit  of  F^ercis  Lovely,  and  fbr  other 

purposes. 

Be  it  enactedt  &c.  Tliat  the  tract  of  land  not  exceeding 
one  half  section,  including  the  preient  residence  of  Mrs. 
Percis  Lovely,  in  Pope  county,in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, shall  be  reserved  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  from  public  sale,  during  the  lifetime  of  said  Percis, 
anfl  that  she  shall  have  tlie  entire  use  and  privilege  of, 
and  possession  of  the  said  half  section  of  land,  for  and 
during  her  life  :  Ftamded^  That  the  said  Percis  Lovely, 
shall  not  commit,  or  permit  any  other  person  to  commit, 
on  said  land,  any  voluntary  waste. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  pay  unto  the  said  Percis  Lovely  or  her  legal 
representative^  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  not  oUierwise  appropriated,  a  sum  equal  to 
that  for  which  her  improvements  up«n  the  land  secured 
to  her  by  the  treaty  at  Hiawassee,  in  one  thousand  eiyht 
hundred  and  seventeen,  fur  life,  were  valued,  and  which 
improvements  and  land  were  taken  from  her  by  the  trea- 
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ty  at  Wishington,  of  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and 
twenty*eight,  with  the  Cherokee  Indians.  Prcvidedt 
That  before  the  money  sliall  be  paid  the  said  Pereis  Love- 
ly, she  shall  produce  to  the  Treasuiy  Department  Mtis- 
factory  evidence  that  the  said  sum  of  money  has  not  been 
heretofore  paid  her  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  through  the  Indian  Department :  and  Pnhidedf 
alio.  That  tiie  half  section  granted  by  this  act,  shall  not 
interfere  with,  or  include  any  lands  lying  within  the  limits 
of  any  reservation  made  by  the  last  named  treaty,  nnade 
at  Washington  as  aforesaid,  In  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  twcnty-eight. 

Sec  3.  jind  be  it  further  enaded^  Tliat  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Seneca  tribe  of 
Indians  at  Washington,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Februa- 
ry, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  the  sum 
of  eleven  thbusand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
be»  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Matthews,  trustee. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  there  shall  be  paid  to  Wil- 
liam  B.  Mattliews,  trustee  for  sHndry  securities  of  Law- 
rence Muse,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  dollars ;  being  the  amount  which  the  said  Matthews, 
as  trustee  for  the  securities  of  the  said  Muse,  overpi^id 
upon  a  judgment  against  one  of  them. 

Approved  :  Marcn  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Nicks. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  I'hat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  John 
Nicks,  of  Arkansas,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  dollars  and  eight  cents,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasunr  not  otherwise  appropriated,  being  the  amount 
of  a  draft,  drawn  by  Colonel  David  Brearly,  Indian  agent 
for  the  emigrating  Creeks,  upon  the  War  Department, 
and  protested  for  non-payment. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831, 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Brevet  Msjor  Riley,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Brook  and  Seawright. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
ten  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  l*reasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  appro, 
priated,  to  be  paicl  to  Brevet  Major  Bennet  Riley,  Lieu- 
tenant F.  J.  Brook,  and  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Seawright,  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  under  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  loss  of  three,  horses,  captared 
from  them  in  an  action  with  the  Camanche  and  otner  In- 
dians,  on  the  Santa  Fe  trace,  in  the  summer  of  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  while  giving  con- 
voy to  a  caravan  of  traders  from  the  United  Sutes  to  the 
Mexican  dominions,  under  the  orders  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved  :  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Duval  and  Carnes. 

Be  U  enacted,  &c.  That  the  sum  of  three  tliousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  forty-nine 
cents,  be  paid  to  Duval  and  Carnes,  merchants  in  com- 
pany, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, in  full  of  all  claims  for  losses  and  damages 
sustained  by  them  in  consequense  of  an  unlawful  seizure 
uf  their  goods,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  by  Colonel 
Arbuckle,  on  the  fifth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
General  Moses  Hazen,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  lie  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
be>  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otliervise  appropriat- 
ed, to  the  leg^l  representatives  of  the  said  Moses  Hazea, 
the  amount  €>f  interest  due  on  the  sum  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  two  nine- 
teenths of  a  dollar,  a  balance  found  to  be  due  to  the  s^ 
Hazen,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congreas  of  the 
twenty-fifth  of  April,aano  domini,  seventeen  hondred  and 
etgbty-one. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  S-  Snioo(«  of  Ala- 

bama. 

Be  it  enaded,  ^e.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  ts 
Benjamin  S.  Smoot  one  thousand  dollars^  out  of  any  me* 
ney  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  beiag 
the  value  of  a  store  house  owned  by  him,  and  des(tro>'ed 
by  order  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent 
its  being  shelter  to  the  British,  in  their  attack  upon  fpn 
Bowyer,  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Nichotaon. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  proper  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury settle  and  pay  to  John  Nicholson,  Btarshal  of  th« 
Eastern  District  of  I«ouisiana,  such  sums  as  may  reasona- 
hly  be  due,  or  may  hereafter  become  due,  to  him,  for 
the  care,  custody,msintenanee  and  clothing  of  such  Afri- 
cans as  may  have  been'brought  into  the  port  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  legally  committed  to  his  ctutody  by  order  of 
the  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  sud  district,  and 
that  such  payment  be  made  out  of  any  ^nds  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831, 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Gough,  and  other  Cana- 
dian refugees. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  issue  to  John  Gougfa,  of  IndLiZM, 
a  patent  for  the  north-east  quarter  of  section  eleven,  in 
township  twelve,  north  of  range  nine^  west,  in  the  Vat* 
cennesland  district,  upon  the  condition  expressed  there- 
in, that  neither  said  John,  nor  any  person  under  him, 
shall  claim  any  benefit  under  a  patent  erroneously  i&^ed 
for  the  south-east  quarter  of  said  section*  and  alleget:  to 
be  lost. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ezistJag 
laws  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  the  purchase  of  the 
public  land  shall  be  equally  applicable  to  emmeoua  lo- 
cations of  the  warrants  of  the  Canadian  refugees; 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  patent  of  Samuel  Brovning  for 
a  further  period  of  fourteen  years. 

Be  it  enacted.  See.  That  there  be,  aixi  hereby  is,  grant- 
ed unto  Samuel  Browning,a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates, 
his  heirs,  administrators,  and  assigns,  fur  the  term  dt 
fourteen  years  from  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  November* 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  the  full  and  ezcls- 
sive  right  and  liberty  of  making,  constructing,  uaing.ami 
vending  to  others  to  be  used,  bis  improvement  called  a 
*'  magnetic  separating  machine,"  a  description  of  wh'*i^ 
is  given  in  a  schedule  annexed  to  letters  patent  grante«i 
to  the  said  Samuel  Browning  for  the  same  on  the  twenn 
fifth  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  fi>urtecs. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 
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AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  Culbertson,  and  to 
provide  an  intepreter  for  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents 
be  paid  by  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  east- 
em  District  of  Louisiana  to  John  Culbertson^  for  his  ser- 
vices rendered  as  interpreter  to  the  United  States  Court 
for  said  District  under  the  provisional  appointment  of  the 
Jud^,  for  each  repilar  term  of  said  Court,  from  the  De- 
cember term  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five,  inclusively,  up  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this 
act. 

Sac.  2.  Jnd  be  it  fitrtker  enacted^  That  the  Judge  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern 
District  of  Louisiana,  be  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  ap- 
point an  interpreter  to  said  Court,and  to  allow  l\im  a  com- 
pensation not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents,  for  his  ser- 
vices at  each  regular  term  of  said  Court,  to  be  hold* 
en  subsequently  to  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  the 
Marshal  is  authorized  to  pay  the  same  upon  the  or- 
der of  the  Judge  :  Provided  always.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  interpreter,  during  his  continu- 
ance in  oflice,  to  attend  all  and  every  of  the  called  or 
irregulsr  sessions  of  the  said  Court,  without  any  ad- 
ditional compensation  therefor:  Provided,  alto,  lliat  the 
said  interpreter  shall  not  receivei  under  this  act,  more 
than  one  thousand  dollars  for  each  year. 

Approved,  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  concerning  vessels   employed  in  the  Whale 

Fishery. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ue  That  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  en- 
titled *'  An  act  to  authorize  the  register  or  enrolment, 
and  license,  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  President  or 
Secretary  of  any  incorporated  company  owning  a 
steamboat  or  vessel,^'  pasaed  the  thini  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,shall  extend 
and  be  applicable  to  every  ship  or  vessel  owned  by  any 
incorporated  company,  and  employed  wholly  in  the  whale 
fishery,  so  long  as  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  wholly 
employed  in  the  whale  fishery. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  to  create  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  for  the  S^te  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  a  Surveyor  General  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  have  the 
same  authority,  and  perfbrm  the  same  duties  respecting 
public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, as  arc  now  vested  in,  and  required  of  the  Survey- 
or of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  south  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  or  the  principal  deputy  Surveyors  in  the 
said  State  )  and  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May 
next,  the  office  of  principal  deputy  Surveyors^  as  crea> 
ted  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
twenty.first  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  en- 
titled "  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  <*  An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
lands  within  the  territory  of  Orleans  and  district  of  Lou- 
isiana," be  and  the  same  are  hereby,  abolished  i  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  said  principal  deputy  Surveyors  to 
surrender  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana,  or  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  he  may  appoint  to  receive  the  same, 
all  the  maps,  books,  records,  held  notes,  documents  and 
articles  of  every  description,  appertaining  or  in  any  wise 
belonging  to  their  offices  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  principal 
deputy  Surveyor  »f  the  district  east  of  the  island  of  New 
Orleans  be  and  he  hereby  b  required  to  separate  and  ar- 
range the  papers  in  his  oflfice ;  and  all  the  maps,  records, 


pspers  and  documents  of  every  description  which  refer 
to  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  order  of  the  Surveyor  General  for  that  State ;  and 
such  of  them  ss  refer  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Surveyor  for  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama )  and  such  of  them  as  refer  to  lands  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  together  with  such  maps,papers,  records  and 
documents  in  the  office  of  said  prmcipal  deputy  Survey- 
or, as  are  not  hereby  required  to  he  delivered  to  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  or  to  the  Survey* 
or  for  the  State  of  Alabama  shall  be  delivered  to  the  or- 
der of  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and  the  office  of  said 
principal  deputy  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  abol- 
ished ffom  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next ;  and  the 
powers  and  duties  now  exercised  and  performed  by  the 
said  principal  deputy  Surveyor  shall  be  vested  in  and  per- 
formed by  the  afbreaaid  Surveyors,  within  their  respec- 
tive States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
do^  of  the  Surveyor  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
dehver  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
aJl  the  maps,  papers,  records,  and  documents  relating^  to 
the  public  lands,  and  private  claims  in  Louisiana,  which 
may  be  in  his  office  {  and  in  every  case  where  it  shall  be 
impracticable  to  make  a  separation  of  such  maps,  papers, 
records,  and  documents,  without  injury  to  the  portion  of 
them  reUtine  to  lands  in  Mississippi,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  cause  copies  thereof  certified  by  him  to  be  furnished 
to  the  Surveyor  General  of  Louisiana,  and  which  copies 
shall  be  of  the  same  validity  as  the  originals. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Louisiana  shall  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of 
skilful  and  experienced  Surveyors  as  bis  deputies,  who, 
with  one  or  more  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  said  Surveyor  General,  shall  enter  into  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  all  surveying  contracts  con- 
fided to  them  in  the  penalty  of  double  the  amount  of  mo- 
nev  accniing  under  the  said  contracts  at  the  rate  per 
mile  stipulated  to  be  paid  therein,  and  who,  before,  en- 
tqring  on  the  performance  of  their  duties,  shall  take  an 
oath,  or  make  affirmation,  tnil^,  faithfully,  and  impar- 
tially, to  the  utmost  of  their  skill  and  ability,  to  execute 
the  trust  confided  to  them  ( and,  in  the  event  of  the  failure 
of  a  deputy  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  his  contract,  un- 
less such  failure  shall  be  satisfactorily  shown  by  him  to 
have  arisen  from  causes  beyond  his  control,  he  shall  for- 
feit the  penalty  of  his  bond  on  due  process  of  law,  and 
ever  afterwards  be  debarred  from  receiving  a  contract  for 
surveying  public  lands  in  Louisiana  or  elsewhere. 

Sec.  5.  Aid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Surveyor 
General  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  es- 
tablish his  office  at  such  place  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  deem  most  expedient  for  the  public 
service  «  and  that  he  shall  be  allow  ed  an  annual  salary  of 
two  thousand  dolUrs,  and  Uiat  he  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy one  skilful  draughtsman  and  recording  clerk,  whose 
aggregate  compensation  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand 
^ve  hundred  dollars  per  annum  {  and  that  the  fees  hereto- 
fore authorized  by  law  for  examining  and  recording  sur- 
veys be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  "abolished  ;  and  any 
copy  of  a  plat  of  survey,  or  transcript  from  the  records  of 
the  office  of  the  said  Surveyor  General,  shall  be  admitted 
as  evidence  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  or 
Territories  thereof;  and  for  every  copy  of  a  pUt  of  sur- 
vey  there  shall  be  paid  twenty  five  cents,  and  for  any 
transcript  from  the  records  of  said  office,  there  shall  be 
paid  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred 
words  by  the  individuals  requiring  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  in  i-elution  to 
all  such  confirmed  claims  as  may  conflict,  or  in  any  man- 
ner interfere  with  each  other,  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  for  the  proper 
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had  difltrict  ire  bereby  authorised  to  decide  between  the 
imrtiesv  and  shall  in  their  decision  be  governed  by  auch 
conditional  lines  or  boundariei  as  have  been  or  may  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  parties  interested,  either  ver- 
bally or  in  writing  {  and  in  case  no  lines  or  boundaries,  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  parties  interested,,  then  the 
said  Register  and  Receiver  are  hereby  authorized  to  de- 
cide between  the  paitiea  in  such  manner  as  may  be  con* 
sistent  unlh  the  principles  of  justice ;  and  that  it  shall  be 
the  duty  ef  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  said  State  to 
have  those  claims  surveyed  and  platted  in  accordance 
with  the  decisions  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  :  Pro- 
fidiM^  That  the  said  cfteciaioRs  and  surveys,  and  the  pa- 
tents which  may  be  issued  in  conformity  thereto,  shall 
not  in  any  wise  be  considered  as  precluding  a  legal  in- 
vestigation and  decision  by  the  proper  )uiUcial  tnbunal 
between  the  parties  to  an^  such  interfering  claims,  but 
shall  only  operate  as  a  rebnquishment  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Stales  of  all  title  to  the  land  in  question. 

Sec  7.  Jtnd  be  it  furthtr  tnaded^  That  all  the  lands  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished  lying  north 
of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  west  of 
Lake  Micliigan,  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  River,  shall 
be  surveyed  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
regulations,  provisions^  restrictions,  and  reservations  as 
the  other  public  lands  are  surveyed. 

Sec  8.  Jtnd  be  U  further  enaied.  That  the  Legislatttfe 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
sell  and  convey  in  fee  simple  all  or  any  part  of  the  lands 
heretofore  reserved  and  appropriated  by  Congress  ior 
the  use  of  a  seminary  of  learning  in  said  State,  and  to  in- 
vest the  money  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  in  some  pro- 
ductive Auid,  the  proceeds  of  which  shall  be  forever  ap- 
plied by  the  Legislature  of  said  State  solely  to  the  use  of 
such  seminary,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatso- 
ever. And  that  the  Legislature  of  said  State  of  Missouri 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  sell  and  convey  in 
fee  simple  all  or  any  part  of  the  salt  springs  not  exceeding 
twelve  in  number,  ami  six  sections  of  land  a^oining  to 
each  gnnted  to  said  State  by  the  United  States  for  the 
use  thereof,  and  selected  by  the  Legislature  of  said  State, 
on  or  before  the  first  dsy  of  January,  one  thousand  ei^^fit 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  to  invest  the  money  arising 
from  tlie  sale  thereof  in  some  productive  fimd,  tlie  pro- 
ceeds of  which  shall  be  forever  applied,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  said  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  education  in 
said  State,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Approred,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  George  D.  Dameron  and  Wil 
Ham  Howze,  of  Mississippi. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  make  a  reaaonable  al- 
lowance to  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  land  office 
at  Jackson  Court  House,  Mississippi,  for  extra  services 
performed  by  them  under  tlie  third  section  of  the  set  of 
the  third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  James  Thomas,  late  Quarter- 
master General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Beil  enacted,  &c.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers 
of  tlie  Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts 
and  ctoims  of  Col.  J  as.  Thomas,  late  Quartermaster  Gene- 
ral of  the  Army  of  the  U.  States,  and  allow  him  a  credit 
for  all  vouchers  which  he  shall  satisfactorily  prove  to  have 
been  lost  for  tlie  expenditure  of  money  duly  authorized 
and  not  heretofore  placed  to  his  credit,  and  tint  they  al- 
low him  such  compensation  for  all  extra  official  duties 
performed  and  services  rendered  by  him  as  he  is  entitled 
to,  if  any,  according  to  former  regulations  and    prece-  j 


dents  of  the  Treasury  Department :  Promdedf  4eipeaer, 
That  no  allowance  snail  be  made  in  the  settlement  afore- 
said greater  than  the  amount  for  which  the  said  Tbonat 
is  now  held  liable  to  the  United  States. 
Approved  :  March  3, 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  refief  of  Chrietopher  Bechtler . 

Be  it  enaded.  See.  That  the  Secretaiy  of  State  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issue  letiets 
patent,  in  the  usual  form,  to  Christopher  Bechtler,  for 
each  of  his  two  machines  for  the  purpose  of  washing  gold 
ore^  upon  his  compliance  with  all  ttie  provisions  of  the 
several  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  the  issoing  of  letters 
patent  for  inventions  and  improvements,  except  so  ^  as 
the  said  acts  reauire,  on  the  part  of  aliens  a  residence 
of  two  years  in  the  United  States. 

Approved:  March 3,' 1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  .James  Hogland. 

Be  it  enatted,  l^e.  That  James  Hogland,  of  the  Siste 
of  Indiana,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  aurrender 
and  cancel,  at  the  land  office  at  Indianapolis,  in  suck 
form  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  may  prescribe,  b'^i 
patent  for  the  east  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  sectios 
seventeen,  in  township  fourteen,  north,  of  range  three, 
east,  tn  the  district  of  lands  offered  for  sale  at  Indiaosno- 
lis  %  and  that  he  be  permitted  to  enter,  in  lieu  thereof, 
and  without  paying  for  the  same,  any  other  half  quarter 
section  in  said  district,  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale. 

Approved:  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  granting  a  pension  to  Martin  Miller. 

Be  it  enaded,  &c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  place  the  ranne  of  Martin  MiUer 
on  the  list  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  at  the  rate  </ 
eight  dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  dsy  af 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty ^i^t 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Cannon. 

Be  it  enacted,  &e.  That  the  Seeratary  of  the  Kavy  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  required  to  place  the 
name  of  Joseph  S.  Cannon  on  the  Navy  Pension  Lat,  &t 
the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per  month,  payable  from  the  fiTst 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

Approved:  March  3, 1*831. 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  Antoine  Dequindre,  and  tbe 
legal  representatives  of  liouis  Deqoindre,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  8ic.  That  the  Secretaty  of  the  IVeasair 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  release 
and  discharge  Antoine  Dequindre,  and  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Louis  Dequindre,  deceased,  fh>m  (be  far- 
ment  of  three  seversl  bonds  given  to  the  collector  at  De- 
troit, on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  ofie  thousuid 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  for  the  payment  of  dotiet 
on  a  quantity  of  goods  transported  through  Canada,  tern 
BuflTaioto  Detroit,  amounting,  together,  to  the  sum  iAin 
hundred  and  seventy  .nine  dollars  and  fbrty-ntne  cenRs : 
Propided,  That,  if  any  costs  have  arisen,  by  the  coia- 
mencement  of  suits  on  either  of  the  said  bonds,  the  sacse 
shall  be  first  paid  and  satisfted  hy  the  said  Antoine  De- 

Suindre,  and  the  legal  repreaentatives  of  Louis  Deqo^ 
re,  deceased. 
Approved  :  March  3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cobum  of  the  State  cf 

Mississippi. 

Be  it  enacted,  8ic.  That  the  Surveyor  General  of  tb« 
public  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  be,  aini ' " 
IS  hereby,  authorized  and  required 4o  cauae  to  be  s^r 
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veyed  by  the  proper  officer,  a  certain  tract  of  laiid,claim- 
cd  by  Samuel  CoDom,  lying  op  thb  wateis  of  Chubby's 
Fork,  of  the  Bayou  Pierre,  Claiborne  county,  lliasiBuppi, 
ori|:i  natty  claimed  by  William  Thoniaa,by  virtue  of  a  Spa- 
nish warrant  or  order  of  survey,  granted  to  sud  Thomas 
on  the  twenty-first  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five ;  and  that  a  correct  return  and  plat 
of  the  saipe  be  made  to  his  office,  slating  how  much  of 
said  claim  has  been  sold  or  confirmed  by  the  United  States 
to  Abraham  Barnes  or  any  other  person. 

Sec.  2.  Jtnd  be  itfiuihir  enaeUd^  That  the  said  Samuel 
Cobum  is  authorized  to  locate,  on  any  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  State  of  Mississippi,  so  many  acres  of  the  claim 
above  referred  to  as  may  be  ascertained  by  said  survey 
and  plat,  to  be  sold  or  confirmed  to  Abiaham  Barnes  or 
any  other  person ;  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  original 
Spanish  grant  to  Thomas  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  con- 
firmed to  Samuel  Cobum  :  Fravidedf  That  such  confir- 
mation shaU  only  operate  as  a  relinquishment  of  all  rigbt 
and  title  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  said  land. 

Approved:  March 3,  1831. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Woodson  Wren,  of  Mississipp). 

Be  ii  enacted^  &c.  That  Woodson  Wren  of  the  SUte 
of  Missisrippi,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  confirmed  to  a  tract 
of  land  containing  eight  hundred  arpen^  situated  on  the 
east  »de  of  the  ba^  of  Biloxi,  in  the  county  of  Jackson, 
and  State  of  Misnssippi,  between  Bellfontaineand  theold 
French  fort,  claimed  by  virtue  of  a  purchiMe  firom  Lhtle- 
beny  Robertson,  and  reported  for  confirmation  by  the 
Register  and  Receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Jackson  Court- 
house,  Miasisappi,  dated  July  the  twelfUi,  one  thousand 
eig'ht  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Sec.  3.  Jnd  be  U  furthar  enacted^  That  the  Commia- 
ttioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  upon  being  presented 
with  plaU  and  certificates  of  survey  of  the  said  tract  of 
land,  legally  executed  by  a  proper  officer,  shall  issue  a 
patent  for  the  same  i  which  patent  shall  operate  only  as 
a  reJiquisbment,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Sti^  of  all 
Ti^bt  and  title  to  said  land. 

Sec  3.  JInd  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That,  if  it  shall  ap- 
pcmr  to  (he  satisfaction  of  the  Commisnoner  of  the  Ge- 
ficnX  Land  OfQpe  thf^t  the  claim  herein  above  alMed  to, 


or  any  part  thereof,  shall  have  been  sold,  patented,  or 
confirmed,  to  any  person,  previous  to  the  passage  of  this 
act,  then  and  in  that  esse,  the  said  Woodson  Wren  shall 
be  allowed  to  enter  the  same  number  of  acres  of  the 
claim  thus  sold,  patented,  or  confirmed,  to  any  other 
person,  or  an^  of  the  unappropriated  lands  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi  that  may  be  subject  to  private  entipr,  con- 
forming, in  such  entry,  to  tlie  divisions  and  subdivisions 
established  by  law. 

Approved,  March  3,  1831. 

RESOLUTION,  in  relation  to  the  transmisnon  of  public 
documents  printed  by.  order  of  either  House  of  Con* 


lUeohedt  &c.  That  nothing  contained  in  the  act  to 
reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulat* 
ing  tlie  Post  Office  Department,  approved  March  third, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  ind  twenty-five,  shall  be 
construed  to  repeid  or  limit  the  operation  of  the  act  au- 
thorizing Uie  transmission  of  certain  documents  free  of 
postage,  approved  December  nineteenth,  one  thousand 
eighthundred  twenty-one." 

Approved,  January  13, 1831. 

A  RESOLUTION  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
subscribe  for  seventy  copies  of  Peters'  condensed  re- 
ports of  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 

Beeokedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  directed  to 
subscribe  for  and  receive  seventy  copies  of  the  condensp 
ed  reports  of  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  edited  by  Richard  Peters,  and  cause  to  be  distri- 
buted one  copy  thereof  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  each  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  each 
of  the  Judges  of  tiie  District  Courts,  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral of  the  United  States,  each  of  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, each  of  the  Judges  of  the  several  Territories  of 
the  United  States  five  copies  thereof  for  the  use  of  each 
House  of  Congress «  and  th6  residue  of  the  copies  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress  :  Frwided,  how* 
ever.  That  the  cost  of  each  volume  shall  not  drceed  five 
dollars. 

Approved,  March  %  1831. 
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Adams,  Mr.  of  Mississippi,  death  of  announced,  and  re- 
solutions adopted  to  honor  his  memory,  1. 

Adjournment,  joint  committee  appointed  to  notify  the 
President,  committee  reported,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned,  344. 

Africans,  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  cap- 
tured, introduced,  and  agreed  to,  40, 

Appropriation  bill,  general,  taken  up,  213;  motion  to 
strike  out  amendments  repoKed  by  Committee 
on  Finance  relative  to  Turkish  mission,  213; 
further  amendments  proposed,  214?  again  taken 
up,  and  debate  thereon,  215  to  285,  292  to  309; 
questions  taken  on  the  amendments,  310,  311^ 
ruKher  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
317  to  3^-y  amendment  of  House  of  Represen- 
tatives disairreed  to,  arid  committee  of  confer- 
ence appointed,  328,  330-,  report  of  the  com- 
mittee concurred  in,  334. 

Appropriations  for  internal  improvements,  surveys,  &c. 
bill  making,  twice  read,  and  referred,  312. 
again  taken  up,  333;  amended  and  passed,  334. 

Appropriations  for  the  miliUry  service,  bill  making,  ta- 
ken up,  325. 

Bates,   Edward,  denoaition  of,  received  on  the  trial  of 

Judge  Peck,  28. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  leave  asked  to  introduce  a 
resolution  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
of,  46. 
leave  refused,  7S, 
lent,  John,  deposition  of,  received  on  the  trial  of  Judjre 

Peck,  28. 
lenton,  Thomas  H.  examined  as  a  witness  on  the  trial  of 
Judge  Peck,  28. 
excused  from  voting  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck»  45. 
Iradley,  Abraham,  memorial  of  presented,  335. 

letter  o(  to  the  President  of  the  U.  S.  read,  165. 

Jarr,  W.  C.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  28, 33. 

Miaplain  to  the  Senate  elected,  4. 

^harleas,  Edward,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  23. 

;hoctaw  treaty.  Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the, 
345  to  348. 

iongressional  documents,  bill  authorizing  a  subsctiptibn 
to  a  compilation  of,  taken  up,  325;  various  amend- 
ments proposed  and  negatived,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  326,  327. 

onstitution,  resolution,  joint,  introduced  to  amend  the,  in 
relation  to  the  Preridential  term  of  ^rvice,  23; 
referred,  24. 

umberland  road,  law  of  Ohio  in  relation  to  the  repair  o( 
communicated,  209. 

irrent  coins,  resolution  introduced  in  relation  to  the,  1; 
report  on,  (see  Jfypendix^  131.) 

ivid,  Wm.  A.  letter  from,  proposing  to  furnish  copies  of 
the  faiws,  communicated,  214. 

eath,  document  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  the 
punisliment  of,  ordered  to  be  printed,  334. 

strict  of  Columbia,  resolution  introduced  to  prepare  a 
code  of  law  for,  209;  laid  on  the  table,  209. 

strict  of  Columbia,  bill  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  in 
the,  taken  up,  209;  debate  thereon,  and  bill  laid 
on  the  table,  210  to  213;  again  taken  up,  amend- 
ed, and  passed,  260. 

Voi.  VU.— « 


District  of  Columbia,  leave  given  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
establish  a  s>'stem  of  penal  law  for  the,  344. 

Duelling,  resolution  introduced  to  prevent  and  punish  the 
practice  of,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  292. 

Duties  on  cinnamon  and  spices,  (see  PauporU  and  Cbar^ 
tmeea.) 

Duties,  resolutions  intrcKluced,  in  relation  to  the  power  of 
Congress  to  lay  and  collect,  285;  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, 312. 

Geyer,  Henry  8.  a  witne«on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  39, 

Hempstead,  Charles  S.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge 

Peck,  23. 
Horrell,  Thomas,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Jvidge  Peck,  33. 

Impeachment,  (seePecA,  Jame$  /T.) 

Indiana,  resolution  calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  location  of  lands  in  the  State  ^,  introduced 
and  adopted,  31. 

Indians,  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  an  annuity  to 
the  Seneca  tribe  of,  taken  up,  29;  laid  on  the 
table,  30;  again  taken  up,  78;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  85. 

Indian  intercourse  act,  resolution  submitted  in  relation  to 
the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of,  204;  de- 
bate tliereon,  and  resolution  adopted,  205  to  208. 

Indian  treaties,  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain,  taken  up, 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  rea^ng,  328. 

Indians,  Executive  proceedings  in  relatoi  to  the  treaty 
with  the  Choctaw,  345  to  348. 

Johns,  Rev.  H.  Van  Dyke,  elected  cliaplain,  4. 

Iron,  memorial  oi  mechanics  and  others  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a  reduction  of  the  duties  opoii,  present- 
ed and  referred,  41;  committee  report,  and  de^ 
bate  thereon*  313  to  317,  331  to  333.  (See  4p- 
pmduB,  105.) 
memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Mew  Jersey,  praving  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  on,  presentedC  41;  debate 
on  its  reference,  43,  43;  laid  on  the  table,  44. 
memorials  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia  adverse  to  re- 
ducing the  duties  on  foreign,  communicated,  214. 

Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  bill  for  the  relief 
of,  taken  tip,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
323  to  325. 

Internal  improvements,  surveys,  &c.  (see  Jppropnatiom.) 

Internal  improvements,  views  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Prendent's  message  on  the  iub* 
ject  of,  214. 

Lawless,  Luke  E.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judjpe  Peck,  19. 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  notice  given  of  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  a  subscription  to  a  stereotype 
edition  of,  213. 

Lindell,  Jesse  E.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  38. 

Lucas,  J.  B.  C.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Jud^  Peck,  38. 

Msgennis,  Arthur  L.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Pecl^ 

22. 
Meredith,  Mr.  appears  as  counsel  for  Judge  Peck,  3. 
Merry,  Samuel,  deposition  of,  received  on  the  trial  of 

Judge  Peck,  28, 
McLean,  Mr.  of  Illinois,  death  of  announced,  and  tcsoIh* 

tion  adopted  to  honor  bis  memory,  3. 
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Monroe,  James,  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claim  of, 
taken  up,  103;  again  taken  up,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  148;  ag^m  taken  up,  329; 
third  read,  and  passed,  333. 

Navy,  resolution  introduced  for  increasing  the  pay  of 
masters  commandant  and  first  lieutenants  m  the, 
102;  modified  and  adopted,  149. 

Noble,  Mr.  death  of  announced,  and  arrangements  for  his 
funeral,  320. 

Ohio,  law  of  the  State  of,  in  relation  to  the  repair  of  the 

national  road,  communicated,  209. 
bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to,  introduced, 

twice  read,  and  referred,  213;  taken  up,  debate 

thereon,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  287  to 

292;  passed,  312. 
Order,  points  of,  decided,  148, 175, 179,  194, 334. 

Pay  of  members  of  Congress,  report  of  Judiciary  Com- 

mittee  on  joint  resolution  in  relation  to,  85. 
Passports  and  clearances,  bill  to  abolish  the  charge  for, 
and  to  repeal  duties  on  cinnamon  and  spices,  ta- 
ken up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  25. 

Peck,  James  H.  court  of  impeachment  opened  for  the 
trial  of,  3. 
appears  with  his  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate, 
3;  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  conduct  the  impeachment  pre- 
sent a  replication  to  the  answer  and  plea  of,  4. 
court  for  tlie  trial  of,  again    opened,  and  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  9  to  29,  33  to  45;  Luke  £. 
Lawless  examined  as  a  witness,  19  to  22;  Henr}' 
8.  Geyer,  Thomas  Uorrell,  and  Arthur  L.  Ma- 
gennis  examined,  22;  Charles  S.  Hempstead, 
Edward  Charless,  and  Wharton  Rector  ezaroinT 
ed,  23;  resolution  proposed  permitting  Senators 
to  assign  their  reasons  for  their  votes  on  the 
question  of  guilty  or  not  guilty,  24;  laid  on  the 
table,  25;  defence  of  opened  by  his  counsel,  26; 
Robert  Wash,  John  K.  Walker,  Spencer  H.  Pet- 
*  tis,  J.  B.  C  Lucas,  W.  C  Carr,  Jesse  £.  Lin- 
dell,  examined,  28;  depositions  of  Edward  Bates, 
John  Bent,  and  Samuel  Merry,  received  in  evi- 
dence»  28;  Thomas  H.  Benton  examined,  28; 
opinions  of,  ordered  to  be  printed,  28;  message 
from  the  House  announdingits  intention  to  attend 
the  trial  from  day  to  day,  3 1  \  arguments  of  mana- 
gers in  support  of  the  impeachment,  and  of  the 
counsel  for  the  respondent,  33  to  44;  motion  for 
the  court  to  pronounce  judgment  upon,  adopted, 
45(  acquitted,  and  the  court  adjourned  m.nt  dte, 
45. 
bill  making  provinon  for  the  payment  of  expenses 
incurred  in  the  trial  of,  taken  up,  third  resKi,  and 
passed,  34. 

Peters  and  Pond,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  taken  up  and  de- 
bated, 31. 

Pettis,  Spencer  H.  a  wituess  on  the  trial  of  Judg^  Peck,  28. 

Post  Office  Department,  resolution  to  inquire  mto  the  con- 
ation of,  taken  up,  4;  debated  and  adopted,  4 
to  8;  proposition  submitted  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  adopted,  40;  motion  to  exclude  per- 
sons who  have  been  dismissed  from  office,  78; 
taken  up,  86;  debate  thereon,  86  to  101,  103  to 
119,  149  to  179,  181  to  193,  194;  amendment 
proposed  and  adopted,  197;  further  debate  there- 
on, 197  to  204;  resolution  agreed  to,  208;  com- 
mittee report,  and  report  ordered  to  be  printed, 
335;  motion  to  rescind  the  order  to  pnnt,  336; 
debate  thereon,  337  to  343;  printing  suspended, 
343. 

Postmaster  General,  report  of,  communicated  in  relation 
to  contracts  and  clerks,  101;  debate  on  its  refer- 
ence, 102. 


Postmaster  General,  report  of,  made  at  the  last  seisKR, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  149. 
transmits  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  froitsgt, 
&c.  327. 
Potomac  bridge,  bill  to  alter,  taken  up,  335. 
President  of  me  United  States,  annual  message  of,  com- 
municated, 1,  (see  Jlppendix.) 
returns  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  bill,  with  ob- 
jections, 1,  (see  Appendix.) 
transmits  Choctaw  treaty  and  papers  in  rehtia 

thereto,  345,  346. 
message  from,  in  relation  to  Indian  intcrcoarse, 
(see  Appendix,  73.) 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern,  elected,  328. 
adjourns  the  Senate  wine  die,  344. 

Randolph,  Martha,  bill  concerning  introduced,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  181. 

Rector,  Wharton,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,.M 

Robinson,  Mr.  excused  from  voting  on  the  trial  of  Jik^ 
Peck,  45. 

Rule,  motion  to  suspend,  as  respects  the  presentatioc  of 
bills  to  the  President  on  tlie  last  day  of  the  k^ 
sion,  334;  laid  on  the  table,  335. 
seventeenth,  joint,  suspended,  335. 

Salt,  leave  asked  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  dotv 
on  alum,  120;  the  subject  laid  on  the  tabic,  IK 
bill  withdrawn,  179;  leave  renewed,  193;  re- 
fused, 194. 
Smith,  ^Ir.  elected  President  of  the  Stiate pro  ion.  3!> 
Sugar,  bill  introduced  to  reduce  the  duty  on,  102. 

report  on,  reducing  the  duties  on,  ^sceJIppentSx^TZ 

Tazewell,  Mr.  elected  President  of  the  Senate  pro  Uu 

328;  excused  from  serving  328. 
Trade  on  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  frontier,  biHv» 

regulate  the  foreign  and  coasting,  third  read,  ar^ 

passed,  334. 
Treasury,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  inrelatiou  tosutt- 

ments  of  commerce,  &C.  communicated,  oST^- 

Vessels  in  distress,  bill  to  enable  tlie  Preadent  to  supps 
and  succor,  introduced,  31;  third  read,  a*ri 
passed,  33. 

Vice  President  appeared,  and  took  the  chair  of  the  Sea- 
ate,  24. 
retires  from  the  chair,  328. 

Walker,  John  K.  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  2^ 
Wash,  Robert,  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck.  29 
Wirt,  Mr.  appears  as  counsel  forjudge  Peck,  3. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  cciiid:tHT 

of  the  Post  Office  Department,  8;  on  tgrecjif 

to  same,  208. 
on  passing  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  reTerei 

vessels  m  distress,  33. 
on  the  question  of  guilty  or  not  guilty  in  tbe  gsc 

of  Judge  Peck,  45. 
on  granting  leas'e  to  introduce  a  resoktioa  i^'^ 

rechartering  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stjtcs,  r^ 
on  third  reading  annuity  bill  to  Seneca  Indi^o-S  =  -' 
on  adopting  resolution  in  relation  to  the  IndJ^  '-  i 

tercourse  act,  208. 
on  amendments  to  general  appropriatioo  btB,  cl* 


^11. 


on  passing  bill  granting  assent  of  Congresi  to»r  jc 

of  the  State  of  Ohio,  312. 
on  amendments  to  military  appropriation  biB.  -— 
on  bill  authorizing  subscription  to  a  compib'Jc ' 

Congressional  documents,  326,  327. 
on  passing  bill  to  adjust  the  claim  of  Jamrf  ^ 

roe,  333. 
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INDEX  TO  THE  NAMES 


OF  THE  SPEAKERS  IN  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE,  ALPHABETICALLY  ARRANGED. 


Barnard,  Mr.  on  increanng^  the  pay  of  masten  command- 
ant in  the  navy,  103,  149. 
Bell,  Mr.  on  inquiring*  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice, 6,  8. 

adjusting:  claim  of  James  Monroe,  148. 

the  Turkish  mission,  313. 

duties  on  iron,  314. 
Benton,  Mr.  on  reducine  the  duties  on  iron,  41,  43. 

rechartering  Bank  of  the  United  States,  46. 

repeaKnj^duty  on  alum  salt,  130,  179, 193,  194, 

inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office,  181. 

Indian  intercourse  law,  304,  308. 

powers  of  Congress  to  lay  duties  and  regelate  com- 
merce, 385,  313. 

internal  improvements,  334. 

ChocUw  treaty,  345. 
Bibb,  Mr.  on  annuity  to  Seneea  Indians,  81. 

code  of  law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  309. 
Brown,  Mr.  on  bill  for  relief  of  vessels  in  distress,  33. 

the  Turkish  mission,  370. 

duties  on  iron,  313,  315, 
Buchanan,  Mr.  (of  House  of  Representatives)  on  the  trial 

of  JudffePeck,  4,  9,  19,  33,  34,  33,  40,  43. 
Dornet,  Mr.  on  report  of  Postmaster  General,  103. 

law  of  Ohio  for  the  repair  of  the  national  road, 
309,  387,  389,  391. 


i^hambers,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office,  7. 

code  of  law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  309. 

punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
310,  313,  360. 

the  Turkish  mission,  313. 

military  appropriations,  335. 

subscription  to  Congressional  document9,  336. 

altering  bridge  and  draw  over  the  Potomac,  335. 

printing  report  select  committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice, 336,  343. 
iayton,  Mr.  on  resolution  for  inqiuring  into  the  condition 
of  the  Post  Office,  4,  7,  40,  87,  153, 193. 

referring  report  of  Postmaster  General,  103. 

relief  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  Fort  Delaware,  304. 

duties  on  iron,  323. 

militaiy  appropriation  bill,  325. 

subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  337. 

printing  report  of  Committee  on  the  Post  Office, 
337,  342. 


Ickeraon,  Mr.  on  limiting  the  President's  term  of  ser- 
vice, 33. 
reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  41,  43,  43,  313,  315, 

331,  333. 
repealing  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  194. 
subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  336. 
idley,  Mr.  on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  39. 
internal  improvements,  315,  333,  334. 

lis,  Mr.  announces  the  death  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  R. 
M.  Adams,  3. 
the  Turkish  mission,  314. 

oty  Bffr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice, 8. 
reducing  the  duties'\>n  iron,  43,  317. 
repealing  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  194. 
code  of  Taw  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  309. 
general  appropriation  bill,  317. 
internal  improvements,  334. 


Forsyth,  Mr.  on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  39,  SO,  79, 
81,  83. 
Indian  intercourse  law,  305. 
code  of  law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  309. 
law  of  Ohio  for  repairing  national  road,  391. 
the  Turkish  mission,  393,  311. 
Frelinghuysen,  Mr.  on  Indian  intercourse  law,  304,  305. 
punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
311. 

Grundy,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office,  5,  8,  78,  86,  149,  194. 
impeachment  expenses,  34. 
referring  report  of  Postmaster  General,  103. 
printing  report  of  Postmaster  General,  149. 
duties  on  iron,  323. 
internal  improvements,  333. 
printing  report  of  Committee  on  the  Post  Office* 
336,  343. 

Havne,  Mr.  on  bill  for  the  relief  of  vessels  in  distress,  31, 

33. 
reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  41,  43,  313,  315,  317, 

331,  333. 
repealing  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  148. 
adjusting  claim  of  James  Monroe,  148,  339. 
pay  of  navy  officers,  149. 
code  of  law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  309. 
punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

309,  360. 
internal  improvements,  314,  315,  334. 
law  of  Ohio  to  repair  national  road^  388. 
punishing  duelling  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  393. 
military  appropriations,  336. 
subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  336, 337. 
Hendricks,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 

Office,  149. 
internal  improvements,  314,  315,  333,  334. 
law  of  Ohio  for  repairing  national  road,  313. 
announces  the  deatli  of  Mr.  Noble,  330. 
subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  337. 
ChQcUw  treatjr,  347. 
Holmes,  Mr.   on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 

Office,  5,  96, 103,  197,  204. 
Indian  intercourse  law,  205. 
duties  on  iron,  314,  317,  322. 
printing  report  of  Committee  on  the  Post  Office, 

338. 

Iredell,  Mr.  on  impeachment  expenses,  34. 
internal  improvements,  334. 

Johnston,  Mr.  on  internal  improvements,  334. 

Kane,  Mr.  announces  the  death  of  his  colleague,  Mr. 
McLean,  3. 

on  the  Turkish  mission,  213,  314»  333,  339. 
King,  Mr.  on  Inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice, 6,  7,  8. 

reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  43,  313,  317. 

the  Turkish  mission,  313,  311. 

military  appropriations,  335. 

subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  336. 

internal  improvements,  334. 
Knight,  Mr.  on  reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  43, 

Choctaw  treatv,  346,  348. 
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liTingilDiiy  Ifr.  introduces  a  reiolation  in  relation  to  the 
construction  of  the  rules  for  conducting  the  im- 
peechment,  24. 

on  bill  for  the  relief  of  vessels  in  distress,  SI,  32, 
33. 

on  making  further  provinon  for  the  support  of  cap- 
tured Africans,  40. 

Hiaoirine  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office,  194. 

code  of  law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  209. 

punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
211. 

the  l^u-ldsh  mission,  241,  262,  280. 

law  of  Ohio  for  repairing  national  road,  290. 

punishing  duelling  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  292. 

subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  325, 326. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  329. 

internal  improvements,  334. 

penal  code  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  343. 

lleDvffie,  Hr,  (of  House  of  Representatives)  on  the  trial 

of  Judge  Peck,  9,  39. 
Meredith.  Mr.  (counsel)  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  9, 

23,  25,  34. 
McKinlej,  Mr.  on  pay  of  members,  85. 

Noble,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 

Office,  5,  8,  2j8. 
introduces  resolutions  in  relation  to  location  of 

lands  in  Indiana,  31. 
adjusting  claim  of  James  Monroe,  148. 
Indian  Intercourse  law,  205. 
oode  of  law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  209. 

Poindexter,  Mr.  on  adjusting  the  claiqi  of  James  Mon- 
roe, 103. 

concerning  the  daughter  of  Thomas  JefiFerson,  179. 

punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
210. 

internal  improvements,  215,  334. 

law  of  Ohio  for  repairing  national  road,  289,  290, 
312. 

subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  325,  326, 
327. 

Choctaw  treaty,  345. 

Bobbins,  Mr.  on  subscription  to  Congressional  documents, 
326. 
penal  code  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  344. 
Buggies,  Mr.  on  law  of  Ohio  for  repairing  national  road, 
291. 

Sanford,  Mr.  introduces  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the 
current  coins,  2. 

on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  30,  80,  85. 

the  Turkish  mission,  213. 
Bilsbee,  Mr.  on  bill  for  relief  of  vessels  in  distress,  32, 33. 


Silsbee,  Mr.  reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  43. 
Smith,  Mr.  on  aboluhing  the  charge  for  passports  iid 
clearances,  25. 
on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  30,  78,  84,  85. 
impeachment  expenses,  34. 
repealing  the  duty  on  alum  salt,  148. 
adjusting  claim  of  James  Monroe,  148. 
the  Turkish  mission,  213,  214^304, 311. 
duties  on  iron,  317,  322. 
militai^  appropriations,  325. 
subscription  to  Congressional  doeomenia,  326. 
on  his  election  as  President  of  the  Senate,  SS8. 
Spencer,  Mr.  (of  House  of  Representatives)  on  the  txal 

of  Judge  Peck,  33. 
Sprague,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Pus 

Office,  194.  - 
Storra,  Mr.  (of  House  of  Representatives)  oa  tbc  trisl  d 
Judge  Peck«  33,  39,  40. 

Xuewell,  Mr.  on  bill  for  refief  <^f  vessels  ia  distress,  SI 

trial  of  Judge  Peck,  45. 

the  Turkish  mission,  213, 215.  274. 

on  his  election  as  President  of  the  Senate,  328. 
^  internal  improvements,  333,  334. 

Tyler,  Mr.  on  punishment  of  crimes  in  the  Disttriet  of  Co- 
lumbia, 212. 

internal  improvements,  214. 

the  Turkish  mission,  260. 

duties  on  iron,  315. 

on  Mr.  Tazewell's  election  to  the  chsur  of  die  So 
ate,  328. 

Webster,  Mr.  on  reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  44^  31^ 
315,  317,  321,  322. 
code  of  law  fiorthe  District  of  Cohunbia,  209. 
the  Turkish  mission,  310. 
insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  323. 
subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  326. 
on  Mr.  Tazewell's  election  to  the  chair  of  the  So- 
ate,  328. 
WickliiTe,  Mr.  (of  House  of  Representatives)  on  thi  tzisl 

of  Judge  Peck,  33. 
Wirt,  Mr.  (counsel^  on  the  trial  of  Judge  Peck,  22, 34,  S9. 

letter  from  his  phyncian  communicated,  29. 
White,  Mr.  on  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office,  4,  5,  7. 
on  annuity  to  Seneca  Indians,  29,  82,  84. 
ChocUw  treaty,  346,  o47. 
Woodbury,  Mr.  on  reducing  the  duties  on  iron,  41,  42. 
inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office,  9j, 

182,  194. 
punishment  of  crimes  in  the  District  of  Columb  j* 

210. 
the  Turkish  mission,  239,  311. 
subscription  to  Congressional  documents,  336^ 
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Acts  passed  at  second  session  twenty-lirst  Congress,  (see 

A4|oumment  of  the  House  tiru  die,  852. 

Alexandria  Canal  Comp.iny,  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion to  stock  in,  introduced,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred, 544. 

Amendments  to  the  constitution,  (see  Canttituiion,) 

Appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  trca- 
ties,  bdl  making,  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a 
thu^  reading,  404. 

Appropriations  for  arrearages  in  the  Indian  Department, 


bill  making,  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  third 
ing,  404. 

Appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govemment,  bill  aak- 
ing,  taken  up,  and  debate  on  propostd  srornd- 
ments,  467  to  484«  propontion  to  strike  out  ±£ 
salary  of  the  minister  to  Russia,  484;  dcb^ti 
thereon,  486  to  Si/T^  575  to  608,  621  to  658.  n 
to  677;  main  question  put,  and  bill  passed,  ST^- 
debate  on  Senate's  amendments,  830  to  S.^. 
committee  of  conference  on,  845 {  report  J 
agreed  to,  846. 


J 
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AppropmtionB  for  tbe  ntval  serrice,  biU  nuilung^  taken 
up  and  amended,  745,  747. 

Appropriations  for  military  service,  taken  up  and  am^id- 
ed,  745,  845. 

Appropriations  for  internal  improvementd,  bill  making, 
•     taken  up  and  amended,  745,  746,  747,  750|  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  755;  debate  on  its  pas- 
sage, 755  to  758;  passed,  759. 

Appropriations  for  fortifications,  taken  up,  747;  amend- 
ment proposed,  and  debate  thereon,  747,  748, 
749;  amendment  negatived,  750;  Senate's  amend* 
ment  disagreed  to,  846. 

Appropriations  for  roads  and  surveys,  bill  making,  taken 
up,  787;  ordered  to  a  tliird  reading,  789. 

Appropriations  for  the  Indian  Department,  bill  makings 
taken  up,  822;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  827. 

Appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  bill  making,  taken  up, 
and  debate  tlitreon,  790  to  793  i  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  822 

Appropriations  for  certain  harbors  and  surveys,  bill  mak- 
ing, taken  up,  793,  837;  third  read,  and  passed, 
824. 

Appropriations  for  lirht-housea,  bill  making,  taken  up, 
793i  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  822;  Senate's, 
amendments  concurred  in,  849. 

Appropriations  for  custom-house  at  New  York,  bill  mak- 
ing, taken  up,  793;  third  read,  and  passed,  827. 

Armory  on  the  Western  waters,  bill  to  estalilish  an,  taken 
up,  and  debate  tltereon,  450  to  454;  ordered  to 
a  Uiird  reading,  776  to  778;  again  taken  up,  and 
ordered  to  lie«on  the  table,  783  to  786. 

Army,  report  of  the  Msijor  Genera]  of,  at  the  opening  of 
Congress,  (see  Jlppendix,  24.) 

Ashley,  General,  letter  from,  in  relation  to  a  military 
force  at  Columbia  river,  (see  Appendix,  S^.] 

Assay  office,  (see  yorih  Carolina  ) 

Austria,  treaty  with,  communicated,  850. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  bill  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  lateral  branch  of  to  the  city  of 
l¥ashington,  taken  up,  and  amendment  propos- 
ed, 400;  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  debate  thereon, 
aud  motton  agreed  to,  418  to  422. 
bill  to  auciiorize  the  construction  of,  taken  up,  679; 
Senate's  amendment  to,  concurred  in,  830. 

Basmarien  and  Ra.mbaux,  merchants  of  France,  memorial 
of,  presented  and  referred,  560. 

leaumarchais,  Caron  de,  bill  to  settle  tbe  claim  of  the 
.heirs  of,  taken  up,  759. 

3lind,  memorial  of  tiie  New  England  Asylum  for  the, 
presented  and  referred,  392. 

Sounties,  {nee  Fish.) 

Iro wiling,  Samuel,  bill  to  extend  tlie  patent  of,  taken  up, 
and  laid  on  the  table,  679,  680. 

iusineaa  of  tbe  House,  resolution  for  expediting  the,  in- 
troduced, and  laid  on  the  table,  392. 

lasting  vote,  786. 

lensua.  bill  in  relation  to  the  fifth,  introduced,  amended, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  398,  399. 
iberokee  Indians,  petitions  of,  presented,  in  relation  to  In- 
dian reserves,  543;  referred,  544. 
memorial  of,  (stee  *9ppendiXt  52.) 
loins,  report  upon  foreign  silver,  775,  (see  Appendix, 
137.) 
bill  in  relation  to,  introduced  and  committed,  775. 
gold,  of  the  United  States,  report  and  bill  concern- 
ing, committed,  775,  (see  Appendix,  148. ) 
report  of  Director  of  the  Mint  on  assays  of  foreign, 
(see  Appendix,  98.) 
olonization  Society,  memorial  of  inhabitants  of  Virginia, 
praying  ud  from  Congress  for  the,  presented, 
619,  626. 
Dloniai  trade  with  Great  Britain,  (see  Appendix,  166.) 


Comaerce  on  the  Lakes,  bill  to  regulate,  taken  up,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  775;  Senate's  amend- 
ment adopted,  84^. 

Committee  appointed  to  notify  the  President  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  two  Houses,  349. 
motion  to  appoint  the  standing,  349. 
on  the  various  subjects  embraced  in  the  Preudent's 

message,  and  debate  thereon,  350  to  354. 
of  conference,  845. 

joint,  to  wait  upon  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  that  the  two  Houses  were 
about  to  adjourn,  851. 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  annual  report  of, 
(see  Appendix,  32.) 

Congress,  list  of  members  of  the  twenty-first,  (see  Ap' 
pendix,  1.) 

Congressional  documents,  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription 
to  a  compilation  of,  introduced,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  786;  taken  up,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  790;  third  read,  and  passed,  815 
to  830. 

Constitution,  amendment  proposed,  (see  Pretident  and 
Vke  Praideni.) 
amendment  proposed  so  as  that  the  judges  of  the 
supreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  hold  their  offi- 
ces for  a  term  of  years,  540;  question  of  con- 
sideration decided  in  the  negative,  540. 

Copyrights,  report  of  Judiciary  Committee  on,  364,  (see 
Appendix,  119.) 
bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  respecting,  taken 
up,  422;  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrobS- 
ed,  424. 

Cumberland  road,  bill  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the,  taken 
up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  821,  828^ 
829. 
bill  for  the  continuation  o£^  taken  up,  839;  amend* 
ment  proposed  and  negatived,  839,  844;  third 
read,  and  passed,  845. 

Debates  in  the  State  conventions,  on  adopting  the  federal 
constitution,  and  copies  of  reports  in  ^  Congress, 
resolution  introduced  to  purchase  copies  0^617; 
referred  to  Library  Committee,  618. 

Decatur,  Susan,  motion  to  take  up  the  bill  to  compensate, 
refused,  615;  taken  up,  debate  thereon,  and  bill 
rejected,  680  to  682;  motion  to  reconsider,  717; 
agreed  to,  718;  various  motions  to  amend,  and 
bill  rejected,  718. 

De&ulters,  resolution  introduced  calling  for  information 
in  relation  to,  670. 

Denmark,  report  upon  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  colonies  of,  846,  (see  Appendix, 
159. 

District  of  Columbia,  bill  to  provide  a  code  of  law  for, 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  786; 
rejected,  786. 

Duponceau,  Peter  S.  letter  from,  presenting  a  flag  manu- 
factured of  American  silk,  communicated,  356; 
report  of  committee  upon,  378. 

Duties  on  foreign  merchandise,  bill  allowing,  to  be  secur- 
ed at  inland  ports  of  entry,  introduced,  747;  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading,  821. 

Education,  resolution  to  appoint  a  select  committee  on, 

introduced,  362;  laid  on  the  table,  364. 
Edwards,  Amos,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  third  read,  776. 
Engineers,  report  of  the  chief  of,  (see  Appendix,  25.) 

Fish,  bill  to  reduce  the  bounty  on  pickled,  introduced, 
424  to  426. 

Fontaniellere,  Count,  acknowledgements  of  the  House  to, 
for  his  letter  and  treatise  on  the  art  of  cultivat- 
ing the  mulberry,  849. 

Fuel,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Washington,  resolu^ 
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tion  introduced  to  distribute  a  portion  of  the 
surplus,   517;   debate  thereon»  and  resolution 

red  to»  518,  519. 
relief  of  the  poor  of  Georgetown,  resolu- 
tion introduced  to  distribute  thirty  cords  of,  558; 
agreed  to,  560. 

Galatea,  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  ship,  by  a 
Portuguese  squadron,  taken  up,andadopted,543. 

Gales  and  Seaton's  Register  of  Debates,  motion  to  sus- 
pend rule  for  resolution  authorizing  renewal  of 
subscription  to,  850. 

Georgetown,  D.  C.  letter  from  the  mayor  of,  soliciting  a 
donation  of  wood  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of, 
presented,  558. 

Gorham,  Mr.  leave  of  absence  granted  to,  550. 

Gurley,  Rev.  Mr.  elected  chapuun,  357. 

Hall  of  the  House,  use  of  granted  to  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  and  to  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, 519. 

lUinoia  and  Michigan  Canal,  bill  authorizing  a  change  in 
the  disposal  of  land  granted  for  the,  taken  up, 
404;  debate  thereon,  405  to  408;  again  taken 
up,  and  amended,  411  to  416;  bill  rejected,  417; 
motion  to  reconsider  agreed  to,  417,  418;  again 
taken  up,  and  reconsideration  negatived,  544, 
545. 

Illinois,  bill  for  the  sale  of  lands  reserved  for  salt  springs 
in,  introduced,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
568;  passed,  618. 

Impeachment,  (see  Ptxky  Jamet  H.) 

Importers  of  foreign  goods,  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain, 
taken  up,  third  read,  and  passed,  775,  776. 

Indians,  memorial  of  citizens  of  Southampton,  Massachu- 
setts, praying  the  repeal  of  the  law  providing  an 
exchange  of  lands  with,  presented,  618;  debate 
on  its  reference,  682  to  717,  759  to  775'^  laid  on 
the  table,  821. 

Indian  affairs,  annual  report  of  superintendent  of,  (see 
Appendix,  32.) 

Insolvent  debtors,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  taken  up,  678, 
778;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  781. 

Internal  improvements,  report  on,  67o,  (see  Appendix^ 
ZSf)  (see  ApprcpnaiionM.) 

Iron,  memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  a  mo- 
dification of  the  duties  on,  presented  and  refer- 
red, 535  \  motion  to  reconsider  the  reference, 
debate  thereon,  and  motion  withdrawn,  535  to 
537,  {see  Appendix,  99.) 

Judiciary  act,  report  of  committee,  on*repealing  the  25th 
section  of  the,  532;  report  of  the  minority 
against  the  measure  received,  535;  leave  refused 
for  motion  to  print  six  thousand  copies  of,  544, 
620.  6^' to  6?tCr^.>^0  to  740,^83;  agreed 
XoJf4S, 
bill  io  repeal,  first  read,  debate  thereon,  532  to 

535;  aeain  taken  up,  and  rejected,  541,  542. 
judges  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  to  hold 
their  offices  for  a  term  of  years,  540,  (see  Con- 
stituHonA 

Judiciary,  resolution  introduced  to  punisli  contempts  of 
the.  560;  modified  and  agreed  to,  561. 

Judiciary  act,  report  on  repealing  the  25th  section  pf  the, 
(see  Appendix,  77.) 
counter  report,  ditto,  86. 

I^and  offices,  bill  reported  to  authorize  the  President  to 
change  the  location  of,  455. 

Lands  between  Ludlow  and  Roberts'  lines,  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  quiet  the  titles  of  purchasen  of,  taken 
up,  539;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  541. 


lAnd  office  in  the  Territflry  of  Michigan,  bill  to  ertibfish 
a,  taken  up,  674);  amended  and  passed,  671. 

Land  purchasers,  bill  supplementary  for  the  relief  of,  ta- 
ken up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  776. 

Lands,  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the  act 
g^nting  pre-emption  to  settlen  on  the  public, 
laid  on  the  Uble,  848, 
bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the  several 
laws  for  the  sale  of  the  pubKc,  laid  on  the  tabk, 
848. 

Lands  to  officen  of  the  late  war,  report  upon  making  a 
grant  of,  (see  Appendix,  115.) 

Laws  passed  at  second  session  of  twenty-first  Congress, 
(see  Appendix.) 

List  of  memben  of  the  twenty-fint  Congress,  (see  Ap- 
pendix, 1.) 

Live  oak  plantations  in  Florida,  resolution  introduced  la 
relation  to,  360;  amended  and  ag^ed  to,  361, 
362. 

Lire  oak  timber  in  Florida,  report  on,  793. 

bill  introduced  to  punish  the  offence  of  cutting  or 
destroying,  793;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  794. 

Lovely,  Percis,  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bOl  for 
the  relief  of,  concurred  in,  849. 

Manufactures,  motion  to  print  reports  Committee  on,  and 
debate  thereon,  384,  385;  amendments  proposed 
and  negatived,  386,  387;  resolution  and  amend- 
ments referred  to  Committee  on  the  Libraiy,  3^. 
report  of  Committee  on,  485,  (see  Appendix,\&^A, 
counter  report  upon,  (see  Avpendix,  68.) 

Meade,  Richard  W.  bill  providing  for  tlie  claim  of,  taken 
up,  759. 

Mileage  of  members,  resolution  introduced  for  adopting- 
some  uniform  mode  of  computing,  390;  agreed 
to,  391;  joint  resolution  repo.*fed,  and  motion  to 
recommit  with  instructions,  466*,  propositioii  to 
amend,  and  debate  thereon,  46r,  486^  507  ^ 
amendment  adopted,  510;  resolution  recomnift- 
ted,  522;  bill  reported,  527;  motion  io  ameod  ^ 
and  debate  thereon,  527  to  529;  third  read,  ud 
passed,  530,  (see  Appendix,  120.^ 

^itary  Academy,  resolution  adopted  calling-  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  information  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  cadets  at  the,  and  to  report  a 
plan  and  organii^ation  for,  454. 

Militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  bill  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the,  reported,  and  twice  read,  53i 

Missouri,  amendatory  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  to  sell 
lands  reserved  for  salt  springs,  &c.  taken  up,  and 
postponed,  615. 

Monroe,  James,  bill  to  adjust  the  claim  of,  taken  up,  39U 
426  to  449,  510;  enacting  clause  struck  OQt  i^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  517;  again  taken  uf , 
debate  thereon.  House  refused  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause,  545  to  550;  further  amendments 
proposed,  and  debate  thereon,  561  to  568,  569 
to  571;  ordered  to  a  third  rcadUng,  574;  passe^}, 
614. 

Mulberry,  thanks  of  the  House  to  Count  Fontaniellerc  for 
a  treatise  on  the  art  of  cultivating  the,  840. 

Navy  yards,  resolution  in  relation  to  the  expense  of  boHi- 

ing  and  equipping  ships  in,  introduced,  381. 
Navy,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  at  the  opening  of  C«- 

gress,  (see  Appendix,  17. ) 
report  on  increasing  the  p^ay  of  captains  in  t]ir» 

(see  Appendix,  113.) 
Noble,  Mr.  death  of  announced,  and  honon  to  his  meiKN 

ry,  820. 
North  Carolina,  resolution  introduced  to  inquire  inftot^; 

expediency  of  establishing  an  assay  office  in  te 

gold  regions  of,  403;  adopted,  404. 
extra  copies  of  committee's  report  ordered  to  re 

printed,  775. 
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Oftk  Orchard  creek»  petition  presented  in  relation  to  the  I 
improvement  of,  359.  I 

Officers  ana  cadets,  resolution  introduced  for  reducing 
supernumerary,  522;  debate  thereon,  522  to 
527;  resolution  agreed  to,  530. 

Officers  of  the  army,  furloughs,  &c.  resolution  calling^or 
inftM-mation  in  relation  to,  taken  lip  and  agreed 
to,  543. 

Ohio  river,  report  on  the  improvement  of  the,  783. 

Order,  points  of,  decided,  372,  393,  404»  409,  417,  455, 
475,  485,  509,  510,  518,  520^  521,  522,  532, 
5:i3,  535,  574,  610,  616,  640,  679,  682,  683, 
717,  726,  730,  731, 756,  833,  834^  838,  839,  848. 

Ordnance  Department,  annual  report  from,  (see  Jlppen' 
dix,  31.) 

Palfrey,  Rev.  Mr.  nominated  for  chaplain,  356. 

Pay  of  members,  resolution  to  reduce  the,  introduced, 
382;  connderation  of  refused,  383. 
resolution  of  inauiry  introduced  to  limit  the  to 
the  number  or  days  in  actual  attendance,  408; 
adopted,  410;  joint  resolution  reported,  449; 
third  rcsd,  and  motion  to  recommit  with  in- 
structions, 531,  537;  main  question  put,  and 
resolution  passed,  538. 

Paymaster  General,  annual  report  of,  (see  Jippendix^  31.) 

Peck,  James  H.  report  of  managers  to  conduct  impeach- 
ment agunst,  354;  replication,  answer,  and  plea 
of,  355;  message  from  the  Senate  noticing  their 
readiness  to  proceed  in  the  trial  of,  356;  reply 
to,  adopted,  356;  debate  on  the  question  of  at- 
tending the  trial  of,  in  a  body,  357;  House  re* 
pair  in  procession  to  the  Senate  chamber,  to 
attend  the  trial  of,  377,  379;  the  House  decides 
to  leave  the  conducting  of  the  impeachment  of 
to  the  managers,  380;  resolution  to  attend  the 
trial  in  a  bodv,  adopted,  382;  motion  to  recon- 
sider resolution,  383;  laid  on  the  table,  384; 
House  attend  the  trial  of,  383,  384,  386,  389; 
resolution  to  attend  the  trial  in  a  body  recon- 
«dered,  392, 393;  resolution  amended  and  adopt- 
ed, 399,  400;  resolution  proposed  to  attend  the 
trial  during  the  argument  of  counsel,  agreed  to, 
517;  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  attend 

#  the  trial  of,  519,  522,  527,,  530,  531.  532,  537, 

539,  541,  543;  committee  reported  that  the 
Senate  had  refused  to  sustain  the  impeachment, 
and  that  the  court  had  adjourned  dnt  die,  544. 

^eck.  Judge,  bill  providing  for  the  compensation  of  wit- 
nesses and  other  expenses  on  the  trial  of,  taken 
up,  540;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  541;  report 
on  memorial  of  witnesses  on  the  trial  of,  615. 

Pension  Office,  annual  report  from,  (see  Appendix,  34.) 

Post,  Rev.  Mr.  nominated  for  chaplain,  356. 

Post  routes,  bill  to  establish  and  discontinue,  taken  up, 
364;  amendment  proposed,  and  debate  thereon, 
365  to  377;  again  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Uble,  380. 

Postmaster  General,  resolution  calling  for  information 
from,  of  the  causes  of  irregularity  of  the  mails, 
adopted,  530. 

President  of  the  United  States,  annual  message  of,  com- 
municated, 349,  (^9te  Appendix,  2.) 
transmits  treaty  between  United  States  and  Den- 
mark, 356. 
message  from,  in  relation  to  the  completion  of  the 

fifth  census,  364. 
message  from,   transmitting  correspondence  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Denmark,  397,  (see 
Aj^>endix,  159.) 
message  from,  transmitting  papers  relating  to  the 
arrangement  with  Great  Britain  respecting  the 
^     colonial  trade,  397,  (see  Appendix,  166.) 
message  from,  in  relation  to  a  present  of  Arabian 
horses  to  the  charge  at  Constantinople,  782. 


President  of  the  United  States,  message  from,  communi- 
cating a  treaty  with  Austria,  850. 

President  and  Vice  President,  amendment  of  the  consti- 
.  tution  in  relation  to  the  election  of,  introduced, 

379;  propontion  to  amend,  408. 

Public  lands,  bill  to  repeal,  in  part,  the  act  to  provide  for 
paying  to  the  States  of  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and 
Alabama,  three  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds 
of,  taken  up  and  passed,  464. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of,  taken  up,  and 
motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section,  719  to 
725. 

Public  documents,  (see  Congreanonai Documents.) 

Quai'termaster  General,  report  of,  (see  Appendix,  29.) 

Revenue,  report  on  the  distribution  of  the  surplus,  539, 
(see  Appendix,  86;)  motion  to  print  six  thousand 
copies  of,  taken  up,  and  debate  thereon,  550  to 
558,  569,  619;  agreed  to,  620. 

Revolutionary  pensions,  resolution  introduced  to  set  apart 
a  day  for  the  consideration  of  bills  and  reports  in 
relation  to,  amended,  and  adopted,  717. 

Revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
taken  up,  725;  debate  thereon,  and  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  726  to  730;  passed,  740, 745. 

Rhind,  Charles,  letter  of,  in  relation  to  a  present  of  Ara- 
bian horses,  782. 

Rule  of  iher  House,  resolution  to  amend  the,  which  limits 
the  discussion  of  resolutions  to  one  hour,  taken 
up,  543;  referred  to  select  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  amend  the  rules  generally,  550;  re- 
port of  committee  upon,  844;  motion  to  suspend 
rule  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  nentived, 
849. 
motion  to  suspend  the  17th  joint,  848;  agreed  to, 
849. 

Salt,  biU  to  repeal  the  act  reducing  the  duty  on,  intro- 
duced, and  motion  to  reject,  571;  motion  with- 
drawn, and  proposition  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, 574;  amendment  proposed,  608;  motion  to 
postpone,  611;  agsun  taken  up,  615;  laid  on  the 
table,  6l(S. 
motion  to  print  report  of  committee  on  restoring 
the  duty  on,  agreed  to,  619,  (see  Appendix,  120.) 
bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the  act  tore- 
duce  the  duty  on,  taken  up,  847;  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, 848. 

Silk,  report  in  relation  to  the  culture  of, (see  Appendix,95.) 

Silk  manufacture,  (see  Duponeeau,  Peter  S») 

Slave  trade,  motion  to  suspend  rule  of  the  House,  to  in- 
troduce resalution  in  relation  to,  negatived,  725; 
again  moved,  and  ag^reed  to,  850. 
resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  prosecute  negotiations  with  maritime 
Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  for  the  effec- 
tual abolition  of  the,  introduced  and  agreed  to, 
850. 

Smith,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  third  read,  and  pass- 
ed, 614. 

Southampton,  Massachusetts,  memorial  of  citizens  of, 
presented,  618,  (see  Indians.) 

Speaker,  motion  to  present  the  thanks  of  the  House  to  the, 
849. 

Speaker's  address  on  adjourning  the  House  sine  die,  851. 

Sugar,  resolution  introduced  to  repeal  the  duties  on,  355; 
consideration  of  refused,  355. 
resolution  introduced  to  reduce  the  duties  on,  455; 
question  of  consideration  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 456;  debate  thereon,  456  to  464,  465,  466, 
485,  486,  542,  794  to  815,  828,  844. 

Sunday  mails,  memorial  for  discontinuing,  presented,  358. 

Tariff,  resolution  to  reduce,  introduced,  and  considerar 
tion  refused,  359,  449, 
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Tenneiiee  land  titleii»  motion  to  recoiyider  bill  of  Itft 
session,  authorizing  the  State  of  to  perfect,  ne- 
gatived. 383,  391,  418. 

Thomas,  Rev.  Mr.  nominated  for  chaplain,  356. 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  Secretary  of,  (see  JhtperJiXt 
42.) 
report  of  the  Solicitor  of,  in  relation  to  accounts 
m  suit,  (see  jSppendtx,  59.) 

Vessels  in  distress,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  and  refer- 
red, 519;  motion  to  take  up,  527,  529. 

Virginia  line,  resolution  introduced  to  amend  the  act  pass- 
ed at  the  last  sesnon  in  relation  to,  411;  biU  ex- 
planatory, reported  and  postponed,  615. 

War,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,-  at  the  opening  of  Con- 
gress, (see  AppmdtXf  13. 'J 
letter  from  the  Secretary  or,  in  relation  to  the  re- 
ductfon  of  officers  in  the  army,  (see  Appendix, 
56.) 
letter  in  relation  to  the  Topographical  Engineers, 
(se^  JpperufiXf  58.) 

Webb,  Joseph  H.  bill  for  the  relief  of,  taken  up  and  re- 
jected, 618. 

West  Point  Academy,  annual  report  of  Board  of  Visiters 
to,  (see  Appendix^  47.) 

Worthington,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of  tiie  heirs  of, 
taken  up,  and^read  the  third  time,  848;  its  pas- 
sage negatived,  850. 

Teas  and  Nays,  on  considering  resolution  to  reduce  the 
duties  on  sugar,  355,  449. 

on  the  reference  of  that  part  of  the  President's 
message  relating  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  354. 

on  considering  resolution  to  reduce  the  tariff,  359. 

on  laying  on  the  table  resolution  to  appoint  a  select 
committee  on  education,  364. 

on  resolution  for  adopting  uniform  mode  of  com- 
puting mileage  of  niemoers,  391,  510. 

on  resolution  respecting  pay  of  members,  410. 


Teat  and  Nays,  on'CngroanngfilfaioiB  and  Ifidnnii  Ctail 

bill,  416. 
on  considering  resoltttioii  to  redooe  the  dutica  on 

sugar,  456. 
on  passing  resolution  to  distribate  wood  for  the  on 

of  the  poor,  519. 
on  passing  mileage  bill,  530. 
on  passing  resolution  relative  to  pay  of  membeti^ 

538. 
on  considering  resolution  to  amend  the  constibitioD 

respecting  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  judges  of 

the  supreme  and  inferior  courts,  540. 
on  bill  to  repeal  25th  section  of  the  judiciary  ad, 

542. 
on  amending  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Monroe,  567. 
on  third  reading  same,  574. 
on  passing  same,  614. 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  biU  to  continae  the  de- 
ties  on  salt,  616, 
on  putting  ma«n  question  on  general  apprapriat'oa 

bill,  677. 
on  eng^rosaing  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decator, 

681,  718. 
on  conudering  memorial  of  citizens  of  Sonthanp* 

ton,  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  the  Indisoi, 

684. 
on  engrosaing  bill  for  the  relief  of  rerolatkHaoy 

officers  and  soldiers,  730. 
on  third  reading  internal  improvement  bill,  755. 
on  pas«ng  same,  759. 
on  tliird  reading  bill  selecting  a  nte  for  a  WestcR 

armory,  778. 
on  striking  out  appropriation  for  sorvey a  in  intenol 

improvement  bill,  789. 
on  passing  bill  to  reprint  Congressional  docnrocotL  i 

820. 
on  Senate's  amendments  to  gcnetal  appropnatioi 

bill,  839.  '^ 

on  adopting  resolution  in  relation  to  the  aboCtios 

of  tlie  African  slave  trade  by  the  maritime  Pov* 

era  of  Europe  and  America,  850. 
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Alexander,  Mr.  on  reducing  duty  on  sugar,  465. 

salary  to  minister  to  Russia,  626. 
Angel,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  James  Monroe,  562. 
Anderson,  Mr.  on  reducing  duty  on  pickled  fish,  425. 

internal  improvements,  787. 
Archer,  Mr.  on  the  absence  of  the  Speaker  from  his 
347. 

printing  tariif  reports,  388. 

minister  to  Russia,  487,  641.  671. 

repeal  of  25th  section  judiciary  act,  534. 

Beaumarchais's  claim,  759. 

R.  W.  Meade's  claim,  759. 

internal  improvements,  787,  788. 

Turkish  mission,  837. 

Buley,  Mr.  on  fifth  census,  399. 

mileage  of  members,  509. 
Barbour,  Mr.  J.  S.  on  appropriation  for  minister  to  Ras- 
sia,  496. 

duties  on  iron,  537* 
Barringer,  Mr.  on  reducing  tbe  duty  on  bar  iron,  359. 

pay  of  members,  410. 

Ilhnois  canal,  413. 

compensatmg  Susan  Decatur,  680, 681,  718. 


Barringer,  Mr.  on  printing  judiciary  reports,  75S,  730L 

relief  to  revolutionary  soldiers.  726,  729. 

harbor  appropriations,  755^  756,  758. 
Bates,  Mr.  on  bill  relief  Bernard  Kelly,  596. 

relief  J,  H.  Webb,  618. 

salary  of  minister  to  Russia,  656,  678. 

on  a  question  of  order,  684. 

relief  revolutionary  ofiicers  and  soldiera,  726,729. 

military  appropriations,  745. 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  790. 

appropriations  for  Indian  Department,  893. 
Baylor,  Mr.  on  relief  purchasers  public  lands,  72S, 
Bell,  Mr.  on  bill  to  estabfish  post  routes,  367. 

fifth  census,  398. 
.  Illinois  cansd,  4  <  2,  545. 

on  a  question  of  order,  683. 

memorial    Southampton,   Massachusetts    pnviaf 
protection  for  the  Indians,  774. 

appropriation  for  Choctaw  treaty,  845. 
Blair,  Mr.  of  8.  C.  on  bill  relief  Bernard  KeRr,  394. 

assay  office  at  the  South,  403. 

donation  of  wood  for  the  poor,  559. 

the  salt  dutjr,  611,  616. 

salary  of  mmister  to  Russia,  641. 
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Blur,  Mr.  of  Tennessee,  on  harbor  appropriations,  757. 

Western  armory,  776. 
Boon,  Mr.  on  appropriations  for  harbors  and  surveys, 

793. 
Bouldin,  Mr.  on  petition  praying  aid  to  Colonization  So- 
ciety, 619,  626. 
■alary  to  minister  to  Roasia,  639. 
Brown,  Mr.  on  Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad,  419, 

420,  679,  830. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  on  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  354, 356, 
357,  383,  399. 

bill  to  establish  post  routes,  367. 
repeal  of  25th  section  judiciary  act,  532,  5^. 
claim  of  James  Monroe,  546,  570. 
printing  judiciary  reports,  620. 
salary  of  minister  to  Russia,  654. 
insolvent  debtors,  678,  778,  781. 
extension  of  a  patent,  679,  680. 
code  of  law  for  District  of  Columbia,  786. 
appropriations  for  Indian  Department,  827. 
Burges,  Mr.  on  appropriation  for  minister  to  Russia,  490, 
575,  621. 

jhhD.  of  James  Monroe,  510. 
relief  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  726,  729. 
appropriations  for  harbors  and  surveys,  827. 
Turkish  mission,  834. 

3ambreleng,  Mr.  on  referring  the  various  subjects  in  the 
President's  message,  353. 

printing  tariff  reports,  385,  387. 

mileage  of  members,  390.  • 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  392. 

Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad,  431. 

reducing  the  duties  on  «igu*,  486. 

minister  to  Russia,  501,  621. 

rehef  vessels,  519,  527,  529. 

on  a  point  of  order,  520. 

duties  on  iron,  537. 

books  for  use  of  members,  617. 

inland  porta  of  entry,  747. 

commerce  on  the  lakes,  775, 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  821. 

trade  to  Danish  islands,  846. 
;axnpbeil,  Mr.  on  relief  to  revolutionary  soldiers,  726, 729. 
Larson,  Mr.  on  assay  office  in  the  gold  regions  of  the 
South,  403,  775. 

pay  of  members,  410,  532. 

Western  armory,  453. 

minister  to  Russia,  486,  641. 

mileage  of  members,  529. 

impeachment  expenses,  541. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  545,  570,  614. 

comoensating  Susan  Decatur,  681. 

revolutionary  pensions,  745. 

harbor  appropriations,  745,  750,  755,  756. 

internal  improvements,  787. 

Turkish  mission,  836. 

thanks  to  the  Speaker,  849. 
Kilton,  Mr.  on  referring  the  various  subjects  in  the  Pre- 
ndenf  s  message,  351. 

mileage  of  members,  390,  391,  509,  522, 527, 530. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  391,  545,  561,  569. 

relief  of  Bernard  Kelly,  396. 

pay  of  members,  408,  410,  532. 

Western  armory,  451, 454,  776, 

the  salt  duty,  574,  610,  619. 

books  for  use  of  members,  617. 

printing  judiciary  reports,  620. 

salary  of  minister  to  Russia,  678. 

internal  improvements,  679. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  680,  718. 

fixing  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  claims  to  re- 
volutionary pensions,  717. 

relief  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiery  726. 
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Chilton,   Mr.   on  subscription  to  compilation  of  pubhc 
documents,  790. 

relief  Thomas  Worthington,  848. 
Cby,  Mr.  on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  380. 

Illinois  Canal,  414, 417,  418. 

three  per  cent,  fund  public  lands,  464. 

surveys  of  the  public  lands,  468. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  681. 

relief  purchasers  public  lands,  719. 
Condict,  Mr.  on  referring  the  various  subjects  in  the  Pre- 
sident's message,  351. 

relief  vessels,  519. 

subscription  to  compilation  of  public  document^ 
790. 

Turkish  mission,  834. 
Coke,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  James  Monroe,  392,  510. 

minister  to  Russia,  503. 
Conner,  Mr.  on  relief  to  J.  H.   Webb,  618, 

extension  of  a  patent,  680. 

general  appropriation  bill,  830. 
Coulter,  Mr.  on  Sunday  mails,  358. 
Craig,  Mr.  on  mileage  of  members,  509. 

distribution  of  surplus  revenue,  556. 

relief  J.  H.  Webb,  618. 

compensa^g  Susan  Decatur,  680,  681. 

•fixing  a  day  to  consider  pension  claims,  717. 

relief  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  726. 
Crawford,  Mr.  on  repealof  25th  section  judiciary  act,  541. 

printing  reports  of  Judiciary  Committee,  658. 

the  Cumberland  road,  839,  845. 
Creighton,  Mr.  on  relief  Thomas  Worthiiurton,  848. 
Cro<3cett,  Mr.  on  Tennessee  land  titles,  383,  391,  418. 

Cherokee  reserves,  543. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  680. 

internal  improvements,  787,  788. 

Daniel,  Mr.  on  bill  to  establish  post  routes,  375. 

repeal  of  25th  section  judiciary  act,  534. 

prmting  judiciary  reports,  659,  725. 

extennon  of  a  patent  679,  680. 
Davis,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  on  referring  the  various  subjects  in 
the  President's  message,  351. 

fuel  for  the  poor,  517. 

repeal  of  25th  section  judiciary  act,  532, 

extension  of  a  patent,  680. 

appropriations  tor  harbors  and  surveys,  828. 
Davis,  Mr.  or  Massachusetts,  on  the  chum  of  James  Mon- 
roe, 547,  550. 

relief  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiery  726,  727. 

commerce  on  the  lakes,  775. 

reprinting  public  documents,  818. 
Denny«  Mr.  on  harbor  appropriations,  746. 

Western  armory,  777. 

Cumberland  road,  845. 
Doddridge,  Mr.  on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  380. 

Baltimore    and   Washington  Railroad,  -418,  419, 
420,  422,  679,  830. 

repealof  25th  section  judiciary  act,  532,  533,  534, 

'iAJ. 

judicial  contempts,  560. 

printing  judiciary  report^  620,  621. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  680,  681,  717,  718. 

relief  to  revolutionary  soldiers,  730. 

harbor  appropriations,  747. 

code  of  law  for  District  of  Columbia,  786. 

general  appropriation  bill,  832. 
Dorsey,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  James  Monroe,  570,  571. 

Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad,  679. 
Draper,  Mr.  on  judicial  contempts,  560. 

relief  to  revolutionary  soldiers,  726. 
Drayton,  Mr.  on  the  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  380, 
399,400. 

printing  tariff  reports,  390. 

lUtnois  Canal,  417. 

Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad,  421. 
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Dm^tODy  Kr.  on  Weitern  •nnoiy,  450,  453. 

cadets  at  IVett  Point,  454. 

relief  Ycsseli,  519. 

supernumerary  oiBcers  and  cadets,  5^^  539. 

pay  of  members,  531. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  56S. 

salt  resenres  in  Illinois,  618. 

relief  J.  H.  Webb,  618. 

ftsinr  a  day  to  consider  pension  clainsi  717. 

relief  Susan  Decatur,  718. 

relief  to  revolutionary  soldiers,  736. 

navy  appropriations,  745. 

military  appropriations,  745. 

armament  of  fortifications,  747,  846. 

harbor  appropriations,  75$^ 

reprinting^  public  documents,  816. 

appropriations  for  Engineer  and  Ordnance  Depart- 
ments, 832. 

Turkish  mission,  835. 
Duncan,  Mr.  on  lUinois  Canal,  407,  413,  417,  544,  545. 

^iree  per  cent,  fund  public  lands,  464. 

surveys  of  the  public  lands,  474. 

lUJnois  salt  springs,  568,  618. 

relief  J.  H.  Webb,  618. 

land  office  in  Michigan,  671. 

Cumberland  road  through  Ohio,  838,  845. 
Dwight,  Mr.  on  hnpeachment  Of  Judge  Peck,  377,  379, 
380. 

salary  of  minister  to  Russia,  641. 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  793. 

general  appropriation  biD,  833. 

on  saspending  rule,  849. 

Kllswortb,  Mr.  on  copyrights,  423,  423. 

repeal  of  35th  section  judiciary  act,  534. 
impeachment  expenses,  540,  541. 
claim  of  James  Monroe,  546,  574. 
compensating  Susan  Decatur,  680. 
relief  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  736,  729. 
general  appropriation  bill,  832. 
Turkish  nnssion,  835. 
appropriation  for  Choctaw  treaty,  845. 
^fief  of  Thomas  Worthin^on,  848,  850. 
Evans,  Mr.  of  Maine,  on  distribution  of  scophis  r^enue, 

550.  ' 

extenrion  of  a  patent,  680. 
printing  Judiciary  reports,  789. 
Everett,  Mr.  of  Massachusetts^  on  New  England  Asylum 

for  the  bfind,  393. 
copyrights,  424. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  547,  574. 
memorial  of  Southampton,  Mkss.  praying  protection 

for  the  Indians,  618,  682,  683,  684,  685,  759. 
subscription  to  compilation  of  public  documents, 

786j  790. 

Foster^  Mr.  on  bill  relief  Bernard  Kelly,  380. 
assay  office  at  the  South,  403. 
printing  judiciary  reports,  730,  731,  785,  789. 
relief  of  Thomas  Worthington,  848,  850. 

Oilmore,  Mr.  on  internal  improvements,  787. 
Gordon,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  James  Monroe,  392. 

printing  judiciary  reports,  620. 
Gorbam,  Mr.  on  pay  of  members,  531. 
Grennell,  Mr.  on  fixing  a  day  to  consider  pension  claims^ 
717. 

relief  to  purchasers  public  lands,  776. 

Ban,  Mr.  on  the  pay  of  members,  449,  531,  537. 

nuleage  or  members,  466,  467,  507,  537. 

appropriations  for  harbors  and  surveys,  793. 
Hammons,  Mr.  on  distribution  of  surplus  revenue,  630. 

relief  Snssn  Decatur,  718. 


Hawkins,  Mr*  on  appropriations  fiv  liaribon  sbo 

793. 

Haynes^  Mr*  on  repeafing  duties  on  sugar,  355, 45S,  456^ 
485. 

impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  380,  381,  383, 39S^ 
400,  517. 

relief  of  Bernard  Kelly,  396. 

aaiay  office  at  the  South,  403. 

point  of  order,  404. 

amending  pension  law,  411. 

HUnob  Canal,  417. 

daim  of  James  Monroe,  569. 

Utduty,  610. 

printing  judiciary  reports,  620. 

mtemsl  improvements,  679. 

on  suspending  a  rule,  717. 

memorial    Southampton,  Massichiisetts,    pnjiag 
protection  for  the  Indians,  759. 
Hemphill,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  James  Monroe,  567,  559, 
571. 

internal  improvements,  678. 
Hoffman,  Mr.  on  referring  the  various  aabjeds  in  the 
President's  message,  350,  352. 

on  appointing  the  standing  conmiittees,  349. 

live  oak  planUtions  in  Florida,  362,  793. 

bill  to  establish  post  routes,  370. 

impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  377,  379,  380, 39?. 

navy  vard  expenses,  381. 

relief  Bernard  Kelff,  396. 

point  of  order,  404. 

Baltimore  and  Wadiington  Railrond,  491»  6r9. 

copyrights,  423,  424. 

pay  of  members,  537. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  680^  681. 

fixing  a  day  to  totmider  pension  dsims^  717. 

armament  of  fortifications,  740. 

commerce  on  the  lakes,  775. 

subscription  to  compilation  of  pnblie  doeamenn. 
786. 
Howard,  Mr,  on  printing  tariff  reports,  384^  3S6, 397,  3A 

Baltimore  and  Washington  Halhtrnd,  419,  431,679, 
830. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  546. 

appropriations  for  harbors  and  surreys^  793,  837. 
Hodges,  Mr.  on  Portuguese  captures,  543. 
Hun^  Mr.  on  authorizing  Missouri  to  sell  renerved  Imk, 
615. 

land  office  in  Michigan,  670. 

retief  to  purchasers  public  lands,  776. 
Huntington,  Mr.  on  copyrights,  423. 

duties  on  iron,  537. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  562. 

the  salt  dutjr,  611. 

salary  of  mmister  to  Russia,  671. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  681. 

relief  revolutionary  officers  and  aoldiets,  796^  TV, 

commerce  on  the  lakes,  775. 

relief  to  importers  foreign  goods^  775. 

insolvent  debtors,  780. 

appropriation  for  Choctawtreaity,  845. 

Jarvis,  Mr.  on  distribution  of  surplus  revenne,  555. 
Jennings,  Mr.  on  mileage  of  member^  391. 
three  per  cent,  fund  public  lands,  464. 
land  office  in  Michigan,  671. 
Ihrie,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  James  Monroe,  511. 
Ingersoll,  Mr.  on  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  Raihwit 
421. 
surveys  of  the  public  lands^  484. 
books  for  use  of  members,  617. 
Turkish  mission,  832. 
Johns,  Mr.  on  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  S8S,3^* 

393,  399,  400. 
Johnson,  Mr.  of  Kentucky,  on  impcaduncnt  of  Joiip 
Peck,  357. 
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Sdtsaman,  Mr.  of  Kentuokf,  on  Sanday  maiby  358. 

bill  to  establish  post  routes,  367,  369,  374. 

relief  Bernard  Kelly,  380. 

amending  pension  law,  411. 

Western  armory,  450,  453,  777,  786. 

surreys  of  the  public  lands,  467. 

repeal  of  25th  section  judiciary  act,  535. 

books  for  use  of  members,  617. 

refief  i.  H.  Webb,  618. 

insolvent  debtors,  780. 
mrin,  Mr.  of  Ohio»  on  lUinois  Canal,  404»  411,  545. 

Western  armory,  458. 

Illinois  salt  springs,  568. 

salt  reserves  in  ulinois,  618. 

land  office  in  Michigan,  670. 

rdief  purchasers  pubUc  lands,  749,  735,  776. 

harbor  appropriations,  750. 

Cumberland  road  through  Ohio^  839. 

LAmar,  Mr.  on  the  salt  duty,  571,  574. 
Lea,  Mr.  on  appropriations  for  rirers  and  harbors,  750, 
793. 

Western  armory,  783. 

subscription  to  compilation  of  pvSbAic  doonmenH 
786. 

internal  improvements,  787,  788. 
Leeoinpte,  Mr.  on  amending  constitution  to  limit  the  tens 
of  office  of  judges^  540. 

on  suspending  a  rule,  717. 

appropriations  for  harbors  and  surveys,  793,  838. 
Leiper,  Mr.  on  irregularities  of  the  mails,  530. 
Letcher,  Mr.  on  harbor  appropriations,  747. 

improvement  of  the  Ohio,  783. 

Cumberland  road,  845.  ^ 

Lewis,  Mr.  on  relief  to  purohasers  public  tends,  776. 

appropriationa  for  Indian  treaties,  821. 
Lumpkin,  Bir.  on  a  question  of  order,  682. 

Impropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  790,  831. 

Magee,  Mr.  on  bill  to  establish  post  routes,  374. 
l^UUary,  Mr.  on  printing  tariff  reports,  388. 

minister  to  Russia,  489,  503. 

duties  on  iron,  S36, 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  562. 

the  salt  duty,  571,  612,  619. 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  681. 
Martin,  Mr.  on  Illinois  Canal,  405,  417. 

reducing  du^  on  pickled  Hsh,  426. 

reducing  duties  on  sugar,  455. 

on  a  point  of  order,  530,  522. 

repeal  of  25th  section  judiciary  act,  533,  534. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  614. 
McCoy,  Mr.  on  expediting  the  business  of  the  House,  392. 

Illinois  Canal,  404,  411,  417. 

Western  armory,  451. 

surveys  of  public  lands,  467. 

hmds  between  Ludlow  and  Roberts'  lines,  539. 

Illinois  salt  spring  568. 

general  appropriation  bill,  832. 
McCreery,  Mr.  on  the  salt  duty,  574,  610. 

relief  to  revolutionaiy  soldiers,  729, 

the  Cumberland  road,  843,  845. 
Maxwell,  Mr.  on  the  salt  duty,  608. 

compensation  to  witnesses  on  trial  of  Judge  Peck, 
615. 

McDuffie,  Mr.  on  amending  constitution  in  relation  to 
election  of  President,  379,  820. 
relief  of  Bernard  Kelly,  394. 
reducing  duty  on  pickled  fii^  424,  426. 
duties  on  iron,  536. 
claim  of  James  Monroe,  546. 
compehaating  Susan  Decatur,  614,  680,  681,  718. 
internal  improvements,  679. 
Baltimore  and  Washington  Raihroad,  679. 
relief  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  736. 


McDuffie,  Mr.  on  navy  appropriations,  745. 

military  appropriations,  745. 

harbor  appropriations,  745,  755* 

inland  ports  o^  entiy,  747. 

armamentof  fortifications,  748. 

appropriation  for  Indian  medals,  750. 

reUef  to  purchasers  public  lands,  776. 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  790,  793,  831. 

appropriations  for  Engineer  and  Ordnance  Depart- 
ments, 832. 

Turldsh  mission,  833,  835. 

salt  duty,  847. 
Mercer,  Mr.  on  the  clsnn  of  Jamea  Monroe,  391,  393, 
517,  545,  550,  567,  570,  571. 

minoisCanal,  408,  411. 

granting  Hall  to  C<^onization  Society,  519. 

subscription  to  Alexandria  Canal  stock,  544. 

amendinj^  the  rules^  550. 

internal  improvements,  679. 

Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad,  679. 

considering  bill  relief  Susan  Decatur,  717. 

suspending  rule,  735. 

coae  of  law  for  District  of  Columbia,  786. 

Cumberland  road  through  Ohio^  838. 

Turkish  mission,  839. 

amending  rules^  844. 

suppression  of  slave  trade,  850.  * 

Miller,  Mr.  on  duties  on  iron,  536. 

compensation  to  Susan  Decatur,  680,  681,  718. 

salt  duty,  847. 

Nuckolls,  Mr.  on  the  salt  duty,  613. 

Patton,  Mr.  on  the  claim  of  Jsiftes  Monroe,  545,  509. 
Pearoe,  Ifr.  on  navy  jrard  expenses,  381. 

expediting  the  business  of  the  House,  393. 

relief  of  Bernard  Kelly.  397. 

salary  of  minister  to  Russia,  633. 

appropriations  for  harbors  and  surveys^  837. 
Pettis,  Mr.  on  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  378,  380, 
383,  393. 

three  per  cent,  fund  public  lands,  464. 
.  surveys  of  the  public  lands,  479. 

lands  between  Ludlow  and  Roberts'  lines,  539. 

salt  reserves  in  Illinois,  618. 

inland  ports  of  entry,  747. 

internal  improvements,  787. 

printing  juaiciary  reports,  790. 

Cumberland  road,  845. 
Polk,  Mr.  on  impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  377,  383. 

surveys  of  the  public  lands,  483. 

impeachment  expenses,  540. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  546,  550,  570,  571. 

donation  of  wood  for  the  poor,  558. 

fixine  a  day  to  consider  pension  claims,  717, 

relief  revolutionary  soldiers,  726,  739. 

reprinting  public  documents,  817. 

appropriations  fur  Indian  treaties,  831. 

improvement  of  harbors  and  surveys,  837. 

appropriation  for  Choctaw  treaty,  845. 

on  suspending  rule,  849. 
Potter,  Mr.  on  Illinois  Canal,  417. 

amending  rules  of  the  House,  548,  550. 

subscription  to  Alexandria  Canal  stock,  644. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  570.  * 

compensating  Susan  Decatur,  680,  718. 

appropriations  for  Indian  Department,  837. 

arranging  and  printing  rules,  844. 

Ramsay,  Mr.  on  printing  tariff  reports,  386. 

reducing  the  duties  on  sugar,  485. 

repeal  of  35th  section  juaiciary  act,  534. 

duties  on  iron,  536. 
Reed,  Mr.  on  reducing  duty  on  pickled  fish,  435. 

distributing  surplus  revenue,  619. 

armament  of  fortifications,  846. 
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Rencher»  Mr.  on  Illinois  Canal,  414. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  571. 

on  suspending  rule,  844. 
Richardson,  Mr.  on  select  committee  on  education,  363. 

expediting  the  business  of  the  House,  392. 

authorizing  Missouri  to  sell  reserved  lands,  615. 

relief  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  726. 

revolutionary  pensions,  745. 

appropriations  for  harbors  and  surveys,  793. 
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subscription  to  compilation  of  public  documents, 
790,  815. 
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claim  of  James  Monroe,  510,  561. 
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Stanbery,  Mr.  on  minister  to  Russia,  484,  487,  641,  651. 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  821. 
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pay  of  members,  409. 
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the  salt  duty,  610. 
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372. 

impeachment  of  Judge  Peck,  379,  400. 

fiflh  census,  398. 

surveys  of  the  public  lands,  484. 
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donation  of  wood  for  the  poor,  559. 
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salary  of  minister  to  Russia,  641. 
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insolvent  debtors,  781. 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  793. 

Turkish  mission,  833,  835,  838. 
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sident's message,  350. 
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Sutherland,  Mr.  on  pay  of  members,  531,  532,  537. 

claim  of  James  Monroe,  546. 
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relief  Susan  Decatur,  718. 
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729. 
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Vance,  Mr.  on  referring  the  various  subjects  in  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  350. 

Illinois  Canal,  418,  545. 

mileage  of  members,  510. 

distribution  of  surplus  revenue,  619,  620. 

appropriation  for  Indian  medals,  750. 

Western  armory,  777,  786. 

Cumberland  road  through  Ohio,  829. 

Turkish  mission,  838. 
Verplanck,  Mr.  on  a  point  of  order,' 404. 

copyrights,  424. 

surveys  of  the  public  lands,  469,  482,  484. 
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revolutionary  pensions,  745. 

harbor  appropriations,  745. 
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Wayne,  Mr.  on  claim  of  James  Monroe,  570. 

on  a  question  of  order,  683,  684, 

insolyent  debtors,  780. 

reprinting  public  documents,  817. 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  831. 

Turkish  mission,  832,  833,  838. 
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360. 
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pay  of  members,  410,  532. 
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salt  reserves  in  Illinois,  618. 
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knd  office  in  Michigan,  670,  671. 


Wickfiffe,  Mr.  on  internal  improvements,  679,  788. 

on  a  question  of  order,  684. 

fixing  a  day  to  consider  pennon  clums,  717. 

relief  purchasers  public  lands,  725,  776. 

navy  appropriations,  745. 

harbor  appropriations,  745. 

inland  ports  of  entry,  747. 

Western  armory,  786. 

subscription  to  compilation  of  public  documents, 
786,  790. 

appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  821. 
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Turkish  mission,  838. 
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727,  729. 

harbor  appropriations,  745. 
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pay  of  members,  409. 
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mUitary  appropriations,  745. 
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reprinting  public  documents,  817. 
appropriations  for  Indian  treaties,  821. 
appropriations  for  lighthouses,  822. 
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